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ana

is but one God. His name is Truth
Th
The Creator Person. Without fear. Without
enmity. Immortal. Free from transmigration.
Self existent. By the Guru's grace. Remember
Him. The True one was in the beginning. The
True one -was before the beginning. The True
d the True one will be
Japji Nanak 1
•

V

The God of Nanak is but one and other
than Him there is none H name is Truth
He created all, you and me and everythin
we see. He is not afraid of anything or
anybody, and has no enemy. He does not die
as we do, nor passes through transmigration.
We must remember Him. Nanak says that the
True one exists always and is found by the
Guru's grace. Before the beginning it was He,
and always He is and always will be.
>

How this Creator is disposed towards His
creatures. What are His relations with us?
The Guru reveals Him thus :
Thou art my father, and my mother
Thou art my relation, and my brother.
When Thou art my protector everywhere

THE TEACHINGS OF NANAK
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What worry and fear is to me, O dear.
By Thy grace I know Thee.
Thou art my prop. Thou art my pride.
Other than Thee, there is none beside.
This all is Thy play and arena.
All creatures are Thy creation.
As it pleased Thee, Thou assigned
Each his occupation.
What Thou doeth cometh to pass.
By ourselves, we can do naught.
By meditating on Thy name,
Supreme joy did I find.
By singing God's praises,
Came coolness to my mind.
Hail, to the perfect Guru, O hail.
Nanak hath conquered the world of evil.
Verses in Rag Majh, Nanak V

Someone else also has called Him father and
it is a good idea. But the Guru goes farther
than father and saysy He is also our mother.
mother's love for child is without a parallel.
Infinitely more is that of God the mother
towards His creatures. We depend upon
relations but the best of them have been
known to fail in tribulations. God is the only
brother, who remains faithful to the end. No
need to worry. No need to fear. We are
under His care and He is our protector
everywhere.
f

Father

>

mother,

brother!

What

near
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oe
Who can

relations! What sweet names !
as sweet as they, but none is a bit
Says the Guru :

like Him*

My Lord of the Universe is a sugarcane.
He is sweeter than father and mother.
Sister and brother, friend and all.
No one is like Him
Verses in Granth Sahib. Nanak V

>

V

This best of fathers, the dearest of mothers
and the sweetest of all, gets displeased, when
His children quarrel among themselves, cut
each other's throats, and commit sins and
iniquities. God takes action then. He punishes
the wicked but rewards the ood :
•w

Whereever we go in the world,
There the Lord God is.
In the next world also God administereth
All Himself, and with true justice.
He punisheth the false, but conferreth
Dignity
truth and devotion
True is the Sahib, and tr
Hisj
And dust is on the blasphemer's head
O Nanak, the hoiy ones who remember Him
With truth, obtain happiness.
Verses in Ram Kali, Nanak IV.

He is just, however. The judges of the
world are liable to err but He is infallible
because He sees evervthin and no one can
deceive Him,

4

THE TEACHINGS OF NANAKS
Let anyone sing of Him with music, tunes and
Vedas and in many and various ways;
God is not satisfied thereby.
Those who have sin and hypocrisy within,
Of what use, even if they weep.
God the Creator knoweth everything,
And afflicteth them with disease.
_ Nanak, the holy ones are pure in heart, ^
And they obtain devotion to God and God himself
Verses in Rag Asa Chhant. Nanak IV

Great is His greatness Whose name is great.
Great is His greatness Whose justice is true.
Great is His greatness Whose abode is eternal.
Great is His greatness Who knoweth the secret thing
Great is His greatness Who understandeth all motives
Great is His greatness Who giveth without asking.
Great is His greatness Who is all in all.
Nanak, His doings are beyond description.
What He hath done or is going to do,
Is all according to His own will.
Verses in War Asa. Nanak
In His Court true justice is done
And true judgements given
There master and servant are equal.
The All knowing knoweth everything.
Without being told of it, He knoweth Himself.
Verses in Rag Sorath. Nanak V

Though just, yet He is merciful, for He
knows the weakness of mankind and the force
of temptations at work in the world
Millions of sins He forgiveth in a moment.
O Nanak, the Sahib is merciful always.

Nanak
•

*

x
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Whereever I go, everywhere art Thou^
O true Maker mine.
O Benefactor of all, Disposer according to deeds,
And Remover of miseries.
The Lord is the Remover of miseries.
Whose doings come to pass.
Crores and crores of sins,
He forgiveth in one moment.
Swans are swans and cranes are cranes.
And Thou art deliberating in everybody.
Whereever I go, everywhere art Thou.
O true Maker mine.
Rag Asa, Nanak

Where does He dwell? Who can tell. Men
want to know. Is He in heavens? Some say
so. Others say He is on earth and they leava
»

their home and hearth and
orests to seek Him. They
that the good God is both
and here in our body He is

go out far in the
do not quite know
above and below,
also :

Why go to the forest in search of Him.
Trie all abiding and ever apartis even with thee.
As perfume dwelieth in flower
And reflection in mirror.
^.ven so God dwelieth within, seek Him inside.
Know that without and within,
There is none but One.
This is the Giana that Guru telleth thee.
Sayeth Nanak, without knowing thyself,
Doubts do not leave.
Verses in Rag Dhanasari, Nanak IX.

No doubt without is He, but H e is also
within thee. Just as the smell dwells in the

/

«
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flower and although invisible to the eye, it is
there all the while. Even S3,< the unseen God
is abiding in all. But who saw God, c he
athiest asks ;
Joy, O joy supreme, I have seen that God,
Tasted, I have tasted the sweet juice of the Lord,
The sweet juice of the Lord rained upon my heart,
The Guru was kind and the peace of God
Entered my mind.
Within me He came to abide ; the five foes
took to flight and t sang the song of delight.
I became mediator for my friends, the holy men.
They too tasted His nectar Word, and gratified then.
Sayeth Nanak, when I saw God with my eyes,
My mind was fully satisfied
Verses in Rag Asa chhant, Nanak V.

It is our Guru who says so, and Nanak is
no liar, the whole world knows. He saw Him
an he said it. What he saw, yo can see as
ell,
if
you
live
his
life
and
do
as
he
tells,
To
w
know God, be a Brahm Giani and read hi
Sukhmani for that. No words are so beautiful
as those in which having become Brahm Giani
himself, the Guru reveals him thus to us.
The God knowing is unstained always,
As lotus is untouched by water.
The God knowing cherisheth no evil at all.
As the Sun sfcineth equally upon all,
The God knowing looketh on all with one eye

THE GOD OF NANAK
As the wind bloweth on the prince and poor alike
The God knowing's patience is uniformly same.
Like the earth which one may dig,
And the other smear with sandal.
O Nanak, the nature of the God knowing,
Is spontaneous like that of fire.
The God knowing is purer than the purest,
As dirt sticketh not the water.
The mind of the God knowing,
Is illumined with light.
As the firmament over the earth is bright,
To the God knowing friend and foe are one.
The God knowing is without egoism.
The God knowing is higher than the highest
Yet his mind is the lowliest of all.
Only those become God knowing,
9
O Nanak, whom God maketh so Himself.
i

*

The God knowing is the dust of everybody's feet.
The God knowing hath the solace of soul.
The God knowing is kind to all.
The God knowing doth no evil at all.
The God knowing looketh on all alike.
Ambrosia raineth from the God knowing's eyes.
The God knowing is free from bondage.
The God knowing is pure in his ways.
The food of the God knowing is the knowledge of God,,
O Nanak, God is the God knowing's thought.
The God knowing's hope is one God,
The God knowing dieth not.
The God knowing is steeped in meekness.
The God knowing is the fountain of benevolence.
The God knowing is free from worldly care.
The God knowing restraineth his mind
From wandering anywhere.
What the God knowing doth is all to the good.
The God knowing blossometh forth into fruitfulness.

THE TEACHINGS OF NANAKS
In the company of the God knowing
Everybody is saved.
The world, O Nanak, remembereth
The God knowiDg always.
Verses in Sukhmani, Nanak.V,

The Brahm Giani is unique. The world
from which the seekers after God fl*»e in fear,
e sticks to it in order to do his duty, The
temptations swirl round him and affect him as
much as water does the lotus. In the hurly burly
of life, he appears a detached spectator
unconcerned about the things going around
and minding his own business in God. In hk
dealing withfmen, the God knowing makes no
distinction between them, and hns only one
feeling for all, like the shining of the sun and
the blowing of the wind upon evil and Igood
alike. His patience is inexhaustible like that
of earth: which one may I dig and the other
smear with sandal, it ^lavishes its fertility on
both. Whatever men may say or do to him,
his spontaniety is uniform like that of fire.
To him as is the friend, so is the foe, and
though highest of the high, his mind is lowest
of the low. He cherishes no evil and is a
fountain of benevolence, from which good to
others flows unceasingly.

\

THE GOD OF NANAK

Just look within yourself and see if you
have these qualities, which go to make a
Brahm Giani. If so, then be sure, God is
yours, for He manifests Himself to the good
and pure.
i

i

He who has not these qualities, has no
right to see God and see he will not. for He is
not a plaything that can be had by childish
talk.
As the light of the sun's rays is diffused.
So God is within every one, warp and woof.
The one God is pervading all space.
O my mother by the duru's Word,
Meeting with Him is made.
Within every heart is the one God.
When the Guru is met, the One becometh manifest.
One and the only One is overfilling every place.
The wicked and the greedy man
Thinketh Him far away.
ODC and the only one God is working in all people.
It is what the one God doth, O Nanak,
That cometh to pass.
Verses in Rag Besant. Nanak IV.
t

•

• • » '

In my house is the song of truth.
God, the Friend hath come to me.
He enjoyeth the man, who loveth Him.
I offered my heart and received God.
I offered my heart and received God as my spouse.
And'He enjoyeth me now as He choose.
She who offereth her body and soul to the

..

/

•
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Husband is blessed with the Word.
And obtaineth the Nectar fruit sitting at home.
By love God is obtained, and by those who
please His heart.
And not by wisdom, recitation of 'Path* or
much art.
O Nanak, God is my friend and I am His and of
nobody else.
Verses in Rag Suhi. Nanak I.

To my house the Friend is come.
The truth caused the union.
God was pleased and union was with ease.
The Headman met and happiness did I get.
That Thing I got, on which I had set my heart.
The meeting was day and night.
My mind was gratified and my house rendered bright.
Within me sounded the music of five words.
When to my house the Friend was come.
Come, O dear friends, Come !
Sing the song of joy, O women !
Sing the song of truth.
Then wilt thou be pleasing to God.
And happy through the four ages.
To my house He came and adored the same.
His Word accomplished my works.
When I put the antimony of His love
And knowledge into mine eyes.
I saw God who is filling the earth and skies.
Meet me, O companions, and sing songs of His love,
To my house the Friend is come.
My mind and body are saturated with nectar.
Within me is the pearl of love.
Within me is the most Precious Thing,
The Essence Absolute, and I meditate on Him.
These creatures are baggars, and Thou art
That fruitful Giver.

THE GOD OF NANAK

/

+

Who continueth to give to every one.
Thou possesseth all knowledge and wise Thou art.
It is Thou who made the creation, O Searcher of hearts.
Listen, O maids, the Fascinating one
Hath fascinated my mind.
And my body and soul are saturated with ''Amrit."
O God, Thou art pervading the creation.
And true are Thy works.
True are Thy works, O Boundless and
Incomprehensible one.
Without Thee, who else can make us know.
Sidhs and Sadhaks and wise there are many.
Without Thee, no one can call himself as so.
Man is maddened by wanderings in birth and death
The Guru can stay the soul.
O Nanak, He who burneth his vices
By means of the Word.
Obtaineth God with the help of virtues.
Verses in Rag Suhi, Nanak

True is the Sahib, His name is Truth, and He
looketh upon us with infinite love
We ask, we beg, "give us : g- _ _
And the Giver bestoweth His gifts.
What offering be made to Him, by which
His Darbar be seen.
Speak such words with thy mouth ; on hearing
Which He may love thee.
At the nectar hour of early morning, meditate
On the name of the True one and His attributes.
Were thou to wear the clothes of good works,
»

4

\

\
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Then by the favour of God thou would obtain salvation
Know this. O Nanak, that the True one is all in all.
Verses in Japj Nanak
I

i

V

•*•

I

O Maker of the world, Sustainer of
Merciful and dear.
O Lord of life, Friend of orphan Remover of
the miseries of the helpless.
O Almighty, Infinite and Perfect, have
mercy upon
O Nanak, from this dark and most
And
dreadful pit of the world.
Verses fn Rag Malar, Nanak
I

r

.

' ' |,

\

'

I

No one knowetb God's ways.
Jogis, continents, and penitents have exhausted
themselves, together with many a sage.
In an instant, He turneth king into a beggar and
beggar into a king.
He filleth the empty and emptieth the full;
doing
This is the work, He
He hath expanded His Maya and is watching it
Himself
In many forms and numerous colours He hath
manifested Himself, yet remaineth
separate from all.
Incalculable. Infinite, Inscrutable and Stainless
He, Who hath put the whole world
illusion
Nanak abandoned all illusions and set his heart
His feel:
Verses in Rag Behagara, Nanak IX

;

v
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Do thou serve God, and serve no one else.
By service of God, the wished for fruits we obtain.
By serving another (in place of God),
The human life goes in vain.
God is my love, God is my rite,
God is my story, God is my discourse.
God is my Simriti, God is my Shastar.
God is my relation, God is my brother.
When I have hunger for God, God's name
Satisfieth my heart.
God is my relation who will stand by me to the last
Beside God other commodity is false,
It goeth not with us when we depart.
God is my wealth which goeth with me ;
And accompanieth me whither I go.
False is he who is attached to falsehood,
And false is what he is doing.
O Nanak, the will of God hath come to pass.
And nothing can be said of it.
Nanak III.

A king may many precautions take.
Surround himself with a guard strong.
And live in a high situate place.
Of his death think absolutely not.
An ant, O Nanak, will take his life.
When order for him is come from God.
Sanskriti Salok, Nanak V.
*

God alone is able to give.
Trust in man know all in vain.
By whose gifts satisfied we live.
t
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And troubles not the thirst again.
One preserves and One destroys,
Nothing is in the man's hand.
Obey His order to get joys.
String in heart His name as garland.
Remember and remember that God.
Trouble, O Nanak, will touch thee not
Sukhmani, Nanak V

Thou art a river, all seeing and all wise.
How I a fish can know Thy size.
Wherever I see, I see but He.
1 burst and die, when out of Thee.
I know not the fisherman nor his net.
Of Thee I think, when troubles beset.
Everywhere art Thou, distant I thought.
Whatever I do, present Thou art.
I am not about Thy business nor Thy name
Thou seest my acts, I deny the same.
No other door for me to go.
What Thou givest, I eat that so.
Nanak saith, one prayer is mine.
Soul and body all are Thine.
He is far and He is near.
He is also in midst.
He sees and He does hear.
And makos His works manifest.
What is pleasing to Him, O Nanak.
That His order is the best.

40

*

?

We are Thy lads ever and ever
And Thou art our lord, O God.

*

•
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Nanak is Thy child ; Thou art his father and mother.
Thy name is milk in his mouth.

Thou art a Tree and we are Thy birds.
Thou containeth most precious things.
We eat and we enjoy, O Lord.
And Thou art merciful always and always
Nanak—-1

u

With this water He moulded thee. And made a tabernacle of clay.
Into it He infused light, reason, speech
And understanding.
And preserved thee in the mother's womb.
Remember that Preserver witty Thy heart.
And give up all other thoughts.
Who gave thee father and mother.
Who gave thee son and brother.
Who gave thee friends and wife.
Keep thou in mind that God.
Who gave thee invaluable air
Who gave thee water without price.
Who gave thee fire to burn.
Abide in that God's asylum, O mind.
Who gave thee food of many a kind.
And made places within to hold these.
Who gave thee Earth and its things to live upon.
Keep thy mind at that Lords feet.
Who gave thee ears to hear and eyes to see.
Tongue and nose, and hands to work.
Feet to walk and head over ail.
O mind, worship that God's feet.
Who made thee pure from impure.
And exalted thee above all creation.
v
Now wilt thou believe in Him or wilt thou nc
Thy works will be done if thou remember
Him with heart.

.

\
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Here and there, the One is He,
Wherever I see, I see but Thee. „
To serve Him, O mind, why be slow.
Without Whom, for a while thou canst go.
We are sinners, without merit.
No good acts, no service to our credit.
The ship of the Guru was found by good luck.
And on that crossed the stone, O Nanak.
Verses in Rag Ram Kali. Nanak V.
As the cowman keepeth the cow with care,
Maintaineth and taketh care of it, day and night
And for that in his mind taketh delight.
In the same manner, here and there
care
The Cherisher of the poor taketh
Preserve us, O Preserver, we are at Thy asylum.
Thou art the Distributor
Thou art the Don
Thou art»the Sustenance of our lives.
For want oi Knowledge and understanding our lot
Is cast, sometimes down and sometimes up.
Without the praise of the Lord of the universe
The darkness of ignorance won't cease,
I have seen the world perishing in pride and greed
Nanak
Verses in Rag Behag

•

*

Saith Nanak, O mind, hearken unto the true warning
God will open His Diary a"d call for accounts.
Warrants will be issued against defaulters,
Those found in arrears.
The aDgel Azril will go to apprehend them.
It will be passing through a strait gate.
And there will be no way of escape.
Falsehood will fail, O Nanak,
the end
And truth triumph
Verses in Ram Kali. Nanak I
i

n
>

*

ea

ion.

The highest religion of all religions
Is to do pure deeds and remember God.
Verse in Sukhmani, Nanak

This is Nanak's idea of religion and this
^
^
^
^
^
^
^
•
T
h
i
s
l
i
s
teachm
is the foundation of all
the Sikh scheme of salvation and this i s the
whole of Sikhism Wh o can read t h e Sikh
its
Scripture and not see that the total of all
teaching is summed up in the above precept
Seers and sages, poets and prophets had
hitherto worried the world with difficult
doctrines and definitions on religion, which not
only fell short of attainment to the true idea,
but were unintelligible except to the learned
few.B It was reserved for Nanak to present to
the human race an idea which may benefit
all, both great and small, and at the same time
meet all the requirements of a real religion.
An he gives an idea which is so simple and
yet so grand, that every body can understand,
and not only men of the meanest understanding
are satisfied, but even the most highly educated
find nothing more dignified.
The same idea repeats itself in all the
teachings of the great Guru and in his memor-

18
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able discourse with the Yogis comes out as
equally true.
When Nanak came, Ind^a was void of truth
and blank. Among the preachers of religion,
the Yogis st3od in the foremost rank. To them
men looked for guidance, but the religion they
preached was more a form and austerity than
any substance and reality. To strike at the
root of evil, the Guru turned out in their
pursuit, and came upon a noted group of them
entrenched on a mountain peak near Nanital
in U. P. Tftis stronghold of the Yogis was
known as 'Gorakh Mata' all over the eountry.
Seeing them, Nanak decided to give battle
there and then. With that in view, he took
up his position beside an old Pipal\ It was
a dead tree ; no bough, no branch, no leaf.
Nothing remaiped of it but a bare trunk. As
soon as the Lord of life came to it, the dead
sprang to life again
The moment, the Yogis saw this miracle
done under their very eyes, they took it a
challenge to their might and made themselves
ready for fight. All Mantras and all merit
aquired by years of penar.ce, was brought to
bear upon the tree to make it bare and
barren again, and srtfd in vain. The pipal
stood its ground, in the majesty of life newly

\
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found, and stretching its branches all around
proclaimed far and wide, the power of the
man by its side. The Yogis could not but
admit defeat and came down to meet, and see
who was he, that had done the wonder deed.
Salutations, O Master, salutations : said the Yogis
Salutations to the First Person, Nanak replied.

"Take our garb, be a Yogi and we will
follow thee" said they. The garb of Yogis!
What was that? To besmear the body with
ashes, wear a 'khintha' jacket and taking staff
in hand, it was to wander from land to land.
To shun men and keep clear of women, and
go to live in caves and graves; that was their
creed, that was their faith. But that was not,
what Nanak thought, a religion was to be. To
the misguided Yogis, says he

•

Religion is not in staff.
Religion is not in khintha jacket.
Religion is not in besmearing body with ashes.
Religion is not in the hair shorn.
Religion is not in blowing horn.
Live pure amid the temptations of the world,
In this way is found the way to religion.
Religion can't be had by talking.
Call him a Yogi, who lookest upon
All with an equal eye.
Religion is not in dwelling at crematation grounds.
And graves outside.
Religion is not in going about from place to place.
Religion is not in bathing at a* a pilgrimage.
Live pure amid the temptations of the world.

20
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In this way is found the way to religion.
When the true Guru is met,
The wanderings of the mind are checked.
Then the doubt goes.
And the unflowing nectar flows.
Then the love for God springs up.
And man obtains peace at home.
Live pure amid the temptations of the world.
In this way is found the way to religion.
Nanak, practise religion of such sort.
As be dead, whilst living thou art.
Without blown, will the horn then sound.
And that fearless abode found.
Live pure amid the temptations of the world.
In this way is found the way to religion.
Verses in Rag Suhi, Nanak I

Their coat and staff, their horn and ashes
find no favour with him. He condemns them.
He dismisses them. What he offers in their
place is a grand religion :

\

M

Live pure amid the temptations of the
world.
That is the idea, that is the teaching i
that is the road to religion, which he points
out to them. Yet to Yogis, it was the hardest
part of the road. They dared not venture
walk its ways and fled from it to the mountain
caves.
<

«

j»

Man is born in the world. This is the
spot assigned to him by God, where Almighty
intends hi m to play his part. To run
away from it to the jungle, which is the abode

M
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it
course
Of
wardice
indeed
f beasts
:i
t
nfront
evi
to
more
courag
m
ta
than it takes to hide from it and the oak
against w hich the storms beat again and again
cered
plant
shel
rows a far firmer fiber than a
in a lone valley.
The Yogi is he who lives a spotless life
uncon
rid
wo
the
evils,
and
remains
in
am
cerned about him. Men are not all alike.
Some are w and some 9re high. The really
religious looks upon all with an equal eye.
Some praise him, some dispraise him. but his
he
livin
Th
ou
ear is totally deaf to two.
is as dead, and that is what Nanak said,
was the real religion and that is the most
marvellous statement ever made and the most
mavellous idea of religion ever announced.
Since its conquest by Nanak, Gorakh Matta
changed its name and is now known as
Nanak Matta.
No good for hirn to practise Yog.
Go naked, discard his clothes.
And hair long matted wear.
Who hath not his heart pure.
God wilt not he obtain.
Transmigration again and again.
Think, O stupid, of one God.
At once the ocean wilt thou cross,
l e t tbem Shastar, Smirit expound

/
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Of Ved, Puran Scholars profound
If commit they cheat and fraud.
Near them wont come my God.
If such a religious man there be.
As doth ceremonial deeds.
And perform his Puja neat.
If in him is sin and greed.
How can with God he meet.
Doubts would cease. when God is pleased
If His order man would mind.
The True one shall be surely find
But for those with sin in heart.
No use pilgrimage abroad.
They who meet the Guru true
No hitch crossing
through.
Verse
Rag Resant, Nanak III

1

71
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a
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Mehta Kalu was melancholy : his son was
up
as
he
wished
him
to
e. A t
not growm
first he sent him to the 'Maktab' and again to
the Tathshala' but in the opinion of the
Pandit he was too I earned for him and
that was Mulla's opinion too. Nanak was
discharged to the disquiet of his father and
the mood in w hich the latter found him
afterwards assured him that it would not be
wise to leave the child to his cwn ways and
o
better to tend
he said to his son it would
the cattle instead of sitting idle, ha ving
nothing to do.
One day the good shepherd was lost in
meditation and his cattle strayed into the
neighbour's field and committed depredations.
The angry Jat brought the Hakim on •the
spot but the complainant could hardly credit
his eyes, when on return he found his crop
alright, with the corn waving to and fro, and
without the least damage to show. Despite
this, Rai Bular knew that the complaint was
true, and the regrowth of the crop was a miracle of
his Patwari's son, which he had seen before more
* •

\
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than one. Nevertheless Kalu was frightened and
relieved Nanak of his charge, for after all he was
the Patwari of the place and had his own reputation
risks tor
at stake, and he was not goin to
his son's sake, who was a boy of queer ways.
T h a t concluded the cattle grazing for Kalu and
now Nanak had nothing to do.
Now Nanak was at home, but whether at
home or abroad, he was thinkin o God with
eyes closed, and that was a postuie which irritated
Kalu most, for fear his son turn recluse and him he
might lose
Inat bode no good, and he
would do all he could, to wean him from his
ways. So he said to his son one day: It is my
wish that thou dost some business. To begin
with I give rupees twenty but count more on me
thou make a bargain which is profitable
indeed. Nanak was still a boy of twelve and
needed a man to help and Kalu ehoose Bala as
his guide for the enterprise.
The two went, Nanak and Bala
was
their first trip together.
Little did Bala know
that he was destined to go, with Nanak in future
life to far off lands unheard of then. They went
on till they entered the wilderness, twelve kos
from Taiwandi, where a party of men was found 9
encamped on the ground. They had nothing to
cat. Hunger sat on their faces. When Nanak
!

*
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saw them and their state, he decided to strike the
bargain straight. At first Bala said to him to use
his sense and not to waste the money on a useless
expense, To this Nanak replied that his father
had enjoined upon them to make a bargain of
profit and what was so profitable as to feed the
hungry and clothe the naked. As Nanak persisted,
Bala was obliged to do as he wished, and he
surrendered the sum saying that after all it was a
matter between the father and his son.

Having got the money in hand, Nanak
placed it before the leader of the band, but Saint
Rein, which was his name, refused to accept the
same, and said : We want bread and no money
in its stead. And he did not let Nanak bow
his head, and when his companions asked the
cause, he replied : Ye know not, who the
boy is. He is God himself, i have come all the
way from the Himalayas to see him before I died,
and to-day my wish is gratified. 1 he boy is the
Saviour of the iron age indeed, and hath come
here to day to feed and minister to our needs.
*

1

Bala accompanied Nana * and both went to
the nearest village where from they bought and
brought the things necessary for the hungry and
the naked in the wilderness. The bargain being
completed thus with profit, they took leave of
them and retraced steps homewards.
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The journey back was not without anxiety.
Bala knew his responsibility and his heart beat
with fear, so that when they got near, he left
Nanak in a grove of trees, and instead of going to
Kalu's he went to his own house. Kalu heard that
Bala was back and he called for him and asked
where was the sum and where was his son.
Then Bala told him all from beginning to
end, what had happened. Kalu was beside himself
with rage, Nanak had committed another outrage.
Not to say of profit, even principle was •lost!
What made him the more angry was the interpretation put upon the bargain of profit. His son
needed a lesson. He was going to et which he
may not forget. As soon as he found him at his
hiding place ? he gav £ him two slaps on each
side of his face. Though Nanak did not speak
tears ran down his checks.

•

^

*

• -

The news of the beating spread through
Talwandi and everybody said that Kalu was
cruel, cruel terribly. Every one was grieved and
particularity Rai Bular, who called for Kalu and
his son. Although the Ruler of the place, Rai
rose as Nanak came and received him with
diginity aud seated him on the right side of his
c
Palang'. Then he turned to Kalu and rebuked
him for what he had done and how mercilessly
had beaten his son. Nana was very angel of

/
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God One ought not to touch a being lik that
and Kalu gave him two slaps. All that for the
sake of rupe«s twenty. Said he to Kalu : Take
that and take more but touch the boy no more.
Then Rai Bular sent his orderly Umeda to bring
money from his house which he paid to Kalu to
make good his loss. Kalu refused to take, but
Rai was obstinate, and in spite of resistance forced
him to accept the same, all for Nanak's sake.
The same hand that struck at Nanak
still
striking at men, w ho
out of way in making
bargains of profit.
9
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A town has sprung up at the place where
Nanak made the bargain and is called Sach €t
Soda (True bargain) after the bargain made by
Nanak.
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Kaiu conferred with his wife about the future
He
was
tried
a
trader,
he
was
tried
life of Nanak
a shepherd and failed What was to be done
hat was the problem. Perhap
with the son
a change may make him well. Who could tell
and
It was decided to send Nanak to Nana
went to live with his sister at Sultanpur. There
he got a job with the Nawab and was made
Modi to Oolat Khan Lodi. It is the same
Dolat Khan, who invited Baber to Hindustan.
No sooner Nanak took over, than he opened
the doors of stores to all who came to him for
help and there was a crowd about him all day
fhe reports
and no one was sent empty away
reached Nawab, that he was being robbed, and
his storekeeper was squandering Government stores
with both hands.J. Audits were made once and
twice, but whenever checked, the stores were
found alright ; with the balance always against
Nawab, Men marvelled greatly, how with alt
his charities, ttic storekeeper made both ends
meet.

*

THE TEACHINGS OF NANAKS

29

Although Nanak appeared busy with his job
his heart was with God, and winter or summer
went to 'Beni' at the third watch of night
where he stood in stream in s a t e of prayer till the
break of light. One day he entered the stream
and afterwards not seen. Some said he was
drowned. Others said he could not be drowned
Yet others said that the result usual in such cases
had come out. The storekeeper had squandered
the stores of the Nawab and committed suicide
atlast, to escape the shame of being caught,
that was the end, there was no need of charities
then ; one was better without them.
It is recorded in his 'Janam Sakhi' that
while bathing in the 'Beni', Nanak was lifted up
by angels and taken to heavens, where he got his
commission from God, to preach truth and
reclaim the lost. On the morning of the third day,
the early bathers saw him on the banks of the
Beni, but he said strange things: I here is no
Hindu, there is no Mohamadan.

Nawab heard and sent him word, to come
back and resume his work. No,5 Nanak was
not coming. Said he : 1 am no more Nawab' s
servant. From henceforward I would serve God.
This declaration of independance made by his
'Modi' annoyed the Lodi a lot. There was mutiny,
open defiance in his words. If he would not come

30
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to his asking, he would come to Jai Ram's and the
latter brought his brother in law before the Nawab
It was Friday and Nawab with his
was going to the mosque for prayers, and he said
to Nanak that if there was no difference between
a Hindu and a Mohamrnadan, where was the
objection in his going to the mosque then.
Nanak had none and he went with them.
All Sultanpur was astir. The hearts o
Hindus sank down while Mohamdans went mad
with delight at the prospect of having Nanak by
their side, His conversion would add fresh
lustre to Islam. Jai Ram hurried home to
inform his wife that all was over. They had
taken her brother to the mosque. Nanaki. knew
Nanak well and did tell her husband not to
bother about her brother. All will be right in
the end.
In the mosque a strange scene was passing.
Service began but Nanak stood apart from them
taking no part in prayer. The Qazi cast an
angry look at Nanak ; Nanak returned the look
with a smile. A t the end of prayers, the
Nawab turned to Nanak for an explanation of
his conduct, as to why he did not join them in
prayers when he came there for the purpose.
How could I? Thou were not praying*
Thou were n ->t here, Nanak replied.
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What art thou saying? I was here. 1 was
praying all the while,
No, thou were dealing in horses at
Kandhar.
What sort of explanation is that?
Nanak is telling lies, the Qazi cried.

V

' N o \ said the Nawab, 'Nanak hath divined
right. While in prayers, my mind was at
Kandhar after the purchase of horses'. And the
Qazi too was not here, added Nanak. His
mare had given birth to a colt, ann his mind
was after that lest it fall into a pit in the Qazi s
Haveli. The discomfited functionary had to
confess that Nanak's version was equally correct
in his case.
v

\

In fact there was no prayer. It was the
horse and colt rather than the Lord God, which
occupied their hearts.
Let us take care, how we say our prayers
Though we see him not, Nanak is still watchin
our thoughts. Are we praying iNawab like ? Are
we praying Qazi like ? If so, then let us know:
that the Guru will stand aloof from us, as he did
that day in the mosque at S'altanpur.
centuries ago.
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Probably Bhagirath was the first disciple
of Nanak. Before he came to him to confess,
Durga had been his goddess, for he knew no
better, but what he knew, he did his best and
God would show him the rest. Once it was
'Ikadasi', and Bhagirath kept fast by day and
was awake by night, chantir g hymns in praise
of Durga Rani, when sleep came upon him,
and he saw the goddess in dream, who met
and said to her votary: I am best pleased
with thee and thou can have anything of me
thou
of this world but not of the next,
wanteth salvation, it is beyond me. That
cannot give thee. Go to tbe Guru for that.
He is at Sultanpur and h
Nanak.
Believe me, there is no difference between him
and God. Verily I say unto thee, he is the
Incarnate one of the iron age.

<

•

Dreams come to us as surely as it came
to Bhagirath, but when awake, we say it is
only a dream. Not so he. He took it a real
one, and set out in quest of Nanak. Arrived
at Sultanpur, he had little difficulty in find-

A
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ing him at stores, which Nanak was mak
ing famous. Here he met him and nowhere
else, not at a cremation ground, not in
a temple, but at the place of duty doing
his business like any other man of the
world* He was in his common dress, no
dyed garment on him like Sadhus and Faqirs.
As he beheld the Guru, he knew his dream
was come true and when he touched his
feet, a peace came into his mind which in no
way can be defined. The goddess was right.
Nanak was all, he had been told.
In these days Mardana came to
the Guru and said to him, O my Lord J
have got to marry a daughter and no money
for that.
How much wilt thou require?
A hundred and twenty rupees, said
Mardana.
Thou shalt have twice that amount, so
that she is properly married, replied
Nanak.

Then turning to Bhagirath Nanak said,
brother, go to Lahore and get the things for
the wedding. Sultanpur is not the place
where all these can be had. Finish the
work there during the day and in no case
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stay at Lahore at n k h t , and thy life will be
blessed.
Bhagirath was never more glad than
required to do this r that for the Guru's
sake and he started
cr Lahore without
there
ached
he
placed his
Having
delay
I got
orders with a general merchant
everything ready except Chura (ivory bangles).
For that he must stay another day, said the
merchant to him. It was impossible indeed,
in view of the warning he had received. And
he replied: O brother meichant, mine orders
not to stay at Lahore at night and
stay
to lose the blessedness on my life. Chura or
no Chura, I must leave Lahore before the fall
ot night. The merchant was taken completely by
surprise. Urgent affairs of marriage demandin
immediate return that was understandable
but to lose the blessedness on life by staying
at Lahore for a night, that was more than he
And
uld comprehend
asked his
customer as from whom he me

*
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Bhagirath answered: It is mine Guru and
he is the most perfect man.

Perfect men said the merchant: Perfect
men there are none.
have seen no
one 3 no one. Beings like that came in the
*

t
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byegone days. Don't forget, we live in the
iron age.
*

r

Bhagirath rejoined : O b >ther, what words
are these. Tke man
speak cf is aliv
still at Sultan pur. It is the goddess herself
who told me of the true one* Since I saw bim
and touched his feet, a peace came into my mind
which passeth all belief and must be experienced
to be believed. The Guru is the true Guro
indeed. Come and see him with thy own eyes
and then thou wilt realise the truth of what
describe.
*

•

•

*

The whole thing was told with fervour ?
told with faith, which was hard to discard.
Bhagirath was not trying to persuade him
to become a disciple, nor was i
trying to
convert him. He a come to buy merchan
dise and not proselytize. The merchant
had asked him to tell about Nanak and he had
done so The former had heard and was so
much stirred that he said to his customer
that he too would go with h i m t o see
the Guru and as for the Chura*, he had
one at his house which might serve the
purpose.
>

>

Before the sun was set, Bhagirath had i
left Lahore with the merchant. They talked
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as they walked, the customer telling the
merchant more and more about the life story
of his Master.
Faith lent wings to his
feet till Sultanpur wis reached.
Then it came to the merchant's mind
that if the Guru was true, he would call 'him
by name.
Bhagirath ushered the merchant in the
presence of Nanak who blesses him that
brings a sinner and him as well that is
brought. And turning to the merchant he
said : Thou hast been a 'Katcha* Mansukh
before, henceforth thou wilt be a 'Sacha'
Mansukh (joy of hean).
Mansukh was startled, for that was his
name. Who called him so ? It was Bhagirath's
Guru. Surely he was all knowing, it was
true And as he laid his head at his feet, he
found that peace for which language has no
word, and about which though he had heard,
it must be experienced to be believed. And
Mansukh agreed that the Guru was as perfect
as could be. For many a day he stayed at
Sultanpur till Nanak told him to go back
t/"> his business. Then he asked the Guru
what should he do to be saved. The Guru
said : Remember thy Creator and love everybody else as thy self. Earn thy bread honestly

r
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and give a tenth in the name of God and
believe that thou art saved.
>

Offend nobody and think everyone as thyself I
Li ve lowly in the world and by His grace
Shalt thou be saved.
Nanak

V

ike caste system.
Caste and birth shall not go to the next world.
There shall he be judged according to his works.
«»
Nanak III.

Some men think too much of their birth.
The god Brahma was their ancestor. They
have come through the line of the hero Rama,
and through the line of the Lord Krishna. They
are the direct descendants of the Gurus and of
their lineage feel proud as if it would help them
very much in the world to come. This all is
a delusion. Nanak tells us that judgements
there will be made not on caste, not on birth
but what we did, as we came along through

life.
As caste stood a barrier in the way of the
brotherhood of man, which Nanak came to
preach, it had to be given the first blow, From
Sultanpur Nanak went to Aminabad, The
fame of the Guru had gone abroad. All around
men talked about him a lot. Nanak has come !
Nanak has come ! From mouth to mouth the
tidings passed. Imagine the horror caused9
when Nanak went to Lalo's.

THE CASTE SYSTEM
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Lalo is now an immortal name, and as long as
Nanak ism lives, that name will live and rot die,
but there was a time, when he was hated and
despised. Manu was against the man. The
Lawgiver of the Hindus was loud in his ban.
A Sudra was a Sudra and no matter how good
or bad, he was damned. The Code Manu
had no jurisdiction over Nanak ; Nanak came
on earth with a new code in hand. It judged
men according to deeds and made no distinction
between caste and creed. It was because Lalo
was lowly that Nanak went to him- It was
because he was holy, that Nanak stayed with
the Sudra. The Khashtrias sighed and the
Brahamanas cried, but come what might,
Nanak was theie, he did not caie.
It was a bold thing which he did. The
Rajas respected the scantity of caste; the
Maharajas bowed before its authority, but
that day in the town of Aminabad, Nanfak
shook the foundations of this social order which
had defied the power of centuries.
•

As with Nanak, so with his successors, the
crusade agaitist caste was carried with one
unabated zeal, so much so that in the days o
INanak IU; it was decreed that every one who
wanted to see the Guru must first take his
meals at the Gurus 'Langar'. In the Gurus
^
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Kitchen there was no separate arrangement for
the privileged classes, because the Guru believed
in no class privileges. There the Braharnanas
and Khashtrias sat side by side with the Vaishas
i1

and Sudras and partook of the common mea
from the common kitchen.
To see the Guru, a Pandit came from Kashi.
Unknown before, a shock awaited him. To get
permission he must come via the common
kitchen. Until that was done, interview was
forbidden. To sit at the same place with the
Sudras and eat bread cooked by men of the low
class, he could not bear with the idea. But he
had come from far, very far. What was to be
done. Back to Banaras! What fool he was ! Not
knowing he took all the trouble. He was hungry
and he did not eat but hunger has its claims, and
when pressed he dug up earth to make 'Chowka?
for the same. Everywhere bones and skeltons
met his eyes. He was horrified and saw the
Guru's hand in that. To the common kitchen
he went baek, took meals there, and then saw
the Guru and was rewarded with that light which
the Guru alone could give.

But that cannot be said of all of them. Dont
4
think that the orthodox sat looking idly on this
revolution. They made many protests, sent
I
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petitions to the Emperor to the effect that the
Guru was violating their laws, customs and rites,
preaching equality among men and inciting them
to revolt against then religion.
Nowhere in
India such things were done.
Akbar was a statesman and not the man to
interfere in matters of religion. He heard the
petitions and filed them without action. Towards
the Gurus, his attitude was one of reverence
throughout. On their side, though most meek
in
private
lives,
Nanaks
brooked
no
interference from outside. No Akbar and no
Emperor did dare demand an accounting from
them in the domain of religion and no power on
earth could make them budge an inch from the
path of their mission. When Akbar's successors
turned tyrants and attacked them for their
beliefs, and for helping the weak, the Gurus met
sword with sword, and unmistakably showed,
that gentleness so admirable in itself, was no
weapon to meet tyranny.
The enemies of
mankind were mowed down and their empire
laid low to raise its head no more.
History
speaks itself on that matter.
In addition to the mass of the prophetic
matter delivered by the Gurus and contained in
the Holy Grantha, there are some hymns and
psalms there which arc not of them. They have
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been placed there by Nanak V. Well they are
there for a definite reason. Some beginners in
Sikhism do not understand and ask the question*
what was ihe need of these at all. Was the
huge volume still small, to have needed outside
additions or were the words of the Weaver of
Kanshi peculiarly precious to increase its
value. No ? neither of the two. Can a star
anyway add to the lory o the meridian sun.
No, a thousand times none. By placing the few
psalms of the barber Sen if the butcher Sadna ?
the washerman Nama, the weaver Kabira and
was
aiming
a
the chandala Ravidas*, Nanak
blow at caste. Today th<* words of the Sudras
preserved in the Sikh Scripture command as
much reverence as those of the Gurus themselves
and show that it is character and not caste
that counts. That was the purpose of the Guru,
the intention of the Guru and he left it a lesson
for the guidance of the coming generations. It
should not fail.
•

Sikhism and caste cannot go together.
Nanak says in the Sikh Scripture ''Consider
everybody superior to thyself" Caste would not
submit to it, but its days are numbered. The
Gurus are against it, the teachings of the Gurus
are against it. It must go I down and it shall
go down.

THE CASTE SYSTEM

None to take pride on caste,
Brahman is he who knows God.
Pride not, O stupid fool, on caste.
Many a sin from pride start.
Castes are four, saith every one.
The seed of all is but Brahm.
One the clay and out of one.
All the world did He fashion.
Though the Potter no doubt made.
Vessels in many a form and shape.
Five are elements He combined.
To form the bodies of mankind.
Who has more of these, who less.
Let one think of it and guess.
By its acts, Nanak, soul is bound.
Without Guru, salvation wont be foimd.
Verses in Rag Bhero, Nanak III.
I

Body and caste wont go there.
Where accounts are taken, there deliverance.
Will be obtained by practise of truth.
Verses in Rag Majh, Nanak III.
What is in the hand of caste
In the truth does the test lie.
If there is poison in the hand,
He that eats of it shall die.
The Government of the True One.
Goes on from age to age.
That man is admitted into His kingdom.
Who complies with his command and obeys.
Nanak III.
Nonsense is caste, nonsense is name.
The shelter of all is One and same.
One may call himself as good.

\
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But his goodness is then understood.
When, O Nanak, it is approved by Him.

Nanak
*

My brethern, come to meet together.
Remove discord and love one another.

Nanak V*
in the next world there is no caste.
God asketh no caste : He recognize th merit.
By the Guru's grace. He dwelleth in the heart.
Trouble and darkness then depart.
With whom He is pleased.
He bestoweth* truth upon him.
And He bestoweth truth upon none else.
Saith Nanak, on whom He bestoweth truth.
That man is not called for
Account in the next world.

Rag Asa, Nanak
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Reader ! Come 5 see the
scenes at Aminabad. At the Sudra's not only
did Nanak dwell, ht? took meals there as well.
When this was known, horror overtook the
whole town. He must be no Nanak indeed,
Aminabad
all
he could eat at an outcasts
believed.
The Guru belonged to the privileged class
was
as
to
why
a nd men were askin then J
Sudra preferred to them. Why did Nanak
decline to dine with his own ? and went to an
oatcast and unknown. It was because Lalo was
an honest fellow ? and earned his bread by
honest ways. When Nanak went to him J he
£
was making Killas' (wooden pe J which was
his trade. As he beheld the Guru, he rose and
at his feet laid his head and said : It seemeth me,
thou art Nanak,3 the Narankari. The Sudra
gave the Guru a seat and put before him what
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he had cooked for himself to eat. f he bread
was bad to look at, black and coarse, of course.
It was made of Kodra corn 3 with boiled grass
ball. That was alh And nothing better than
that he had. Mardana was sayin to himself :
How terribly bad, Nanak knew what was passin in his minstrel's heart, for a£ he was reading
his thoughts. The Guru broke the bread . put
morsel
into
his
own
mouth
and
gave
Mardana
a
saying
;
O
brother
Mardana,
it
'
i
t
a piece 01
tasteth nectar like. When Mardana ate of it
he exclaimed; O Master I am wrong and thou
art right. Such is the taste of bread, in fact*
earned in one's sweat.
It came about at this time that Malik Bhago
gave a feast, to which he invited the gentry and
the priests This man was a courtier to the
Nawab of Aminabad and a corrupt courtier he
was. Now as then, men in authority, gave
parties to cover their corruption and dishonesties.
Though invited, the Guru did not go to partake
of the feast iBrahm Bhojh When the courtier
enquired about him, the priests said that he was
alright, passing his days with his Sudra friend.
In the interest of religion itself the horrible
put to an
scene at Lalo's must
Were
it to continue, the days of the holy Hinduism
were but few.
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SUDRAS BREAD MAKES THE
DEAD SON OF NAWAB ALIVE.
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Thereupon Bhago sent his orderly Panja to
bring Nanak, but Nanak would not go saying :
What business have I with the courtier. 1 am
well off here. A second time the summons came
and Punja said that the Guru had got to go, he
was ordered so. Now Nanak went with the
orderly and Lalo too did follow to see, what
awaited his Master for associating with an out
caste as he.
Seeing Nanak, Bhago asked in anger : Thou
can live in the same house with the Sudra and
eat his Kodra with the boiled grass, but are far
4* too proud to appear at t-he feast to gods. Nan a
replied : JLet us see what thou hast cooked for
us to eat. At the same time he turned to a
is own. The
to go hack home and fetch
Malik's men placed before the Guru "Luchi
Pooriand Kitchori" those choicest things which
go make a feast.
Nobody knew what Nanak intended to do y
but everybody knew he was going to do some
thing extraordinary. The quiet of curiosity
to witness what was coming next
spread
throughout the assembly. In the meanwhile
Lalo was back and taking his black bread m
his ri ht hand and the courtiers in the left, the
Guru squeezed .the two, and lo, from Lalo s
-

*

*

>

t
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bread came out milk, while from that of the
Malik, drops of blood trickled down. Every
one present saw as day, of what stuff each was
made. When put to test by the Divine Food
Examiner, the dainty things of the courtier, so
delicious to taste, were found full of blood,
because they were made with money extorted
from the weak by acts of oppression. And from
the
Sudra's bread, which
was
earned
honestly, milk did flow for all to see.
Most of the present must always have
known about the coyrticrs bad name, but to
be exposed thus in th*> presence of the notaries
of the public, was a matter of incomparable
shame. It would have been far better, if Nanak
had not been invited and never came.
Colour
fled from the courtier's face as he found it not
so easy to get over his disgrace, And Nanak
left the place, saying to Bhago: The feast to
gods is being offered daily at Lalo's house.
Although Bhago was silent then, he waited
an opportunity for revenge, which came but too
soon- The Nawab's son was taken -ill, and in
spite of treatment showed no improvement still.
When consulted, the courtier advised, thac
where Hakims have failed, the Faqirs might
succeed, and wherever found they should be
siezed. Willingly they might not come and
the case was an urgent one. Now the Nawab
I

SUDRAS BREAD MAKES THE
DEAD SON OF NAWAB ALIVE.

p
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was like Nawabs everywhere ? and shut up
in his Harem, had left everything to his
courtier's care and knew little what was going
about him here Ind there. T h a t Bhago had
his own score to settle and the motives at work
in the advice given to him for the arrest of
For
faqirs were malafied, the Nawab knew not.
th e sake of his son ? he would have done
anything and gave his assent forthwith.
the
ith
That obtained, Bhago be an w
arrest of Nanak and to justifiy his action
mad e more. After this he produced them all
or
before the Nawab, who asked them to pray
the life of his son. To which Nanak replied ;
and
then
God
O Nawab, to apprehend men o
but
them
for
prayers,
what
a
curious
affair
be
?
let him first make them aware, how did his son
that
fare. The man sent to tfie palace
returned to report that the child was dead. A t
this Nawab began to beat his head and accuse
the courtier as the cause of his death. But
Nanak said to him not to grieve at that, for he
knew of a remedy which if applied, would put the
life back into the child. If the lips of the dead
were to be touched with the Sudra's bread t first
broken by his teeth, the child would be alive
again When this was done, life returned to the
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Nawab's son. What power was sleeping in the
Kodra bread of the Sudra, the world saw now.

Most humbly did the Nawab beg pardon ior
the trouble caused to the Guru on account of the
malice of the Malik and but for the intervention
of Nanak, he was determined to punish him, but
the latter repented of hi* sins and the Guru
forgave him. Bhago abstained from corruption
for the rest of life, thus proving his repentance
as true and died a disciple of the Guru.

A

The rights of others (Haq Praya), O Nanak,
Should be as beef to the Hindus,
And pork to the Mohamadans.
The Guru and Pir will intercede then,
If he eateth not the carrion.
Man shall be delivered by practise of truth.
By talking, no one will get Paradise.
What is unlawful, dost not become lawful
To eat, if spices are added to it.
O Nanak, the false will reap falsehood out of falsity.
Verses in Granth Sahib, Nanak

*

I

ami llitxj
In the course of his missionary journeys
Nanak once met a trader on the road who was
going about his business with his load. The
Guru stopped him to show his things. With
due care, the man displayed his wares, for him
to see-salt and seeds-and things like these, which
are in need, in the villages remote from towns
but the Customer did not seem interested in
them and his eye was on something else there
which was not a thing for sale, something which
was not one for purchase. What was that ?
The weights ! T h e trader showed them one by
one-five seers and two seers, one seer and half
seer pao and half pao, chhatank and half
chhatank and the last came the Sarsai, the
least of ail weights. And when Nanak saw it, he
exclaimed: O blessed is the Sarsai that has called
itself the least of all but the most blessed is he ?
who even though the greatest ? still deemeth
himself the least:
>

Let a devotee be J ike this
maineth strengthl
As having strength
As having honor, remaineth honorless
As coiinteth himself as nothing.

Nanak
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It is a beautiful thing to see a man lowly,
but it is doubly beautiful when one is so, while
possessing everything to be proud of.
No man was as meek as ixanak was. So
great was his meekness that it is written that
three fourth of the gift of humility bestowed by
God on man came to the share of Nanak alone.
He was meekness personified. One saw it in his
eyes. It shone in his face, ftowed in his words
and showed itself in his deeds. Though the
greatest; he moved as man among men and
called himself the lowliest of them :
I am a mean among the mean.
And meanest of the mean,
Nanak is with them and in their company
Why to envy the great.

9

-4

As a Teacher of mankind, meekness was the
great secret of his success and carried more
influence with men than anything else. It was
that which won him Lehna, his successor
efore he came to the Guru, he was a worshipper
of the goddess and at the head of parties went to
her shrine every year. Once on pilgrimage to
goddess, he thought he would turn out of the
way as for as Kartarpur to see the much
talked of
Guru.
With
that in
view,
he
parted
from
his companions
and
proceeding on came upon a man in the
k

*

HUMILITY
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fields, from whom he asked directions to the
kind
Dera of Nanak Though this man had
and captivating face and looked angel like, yet
Lehna could not recognise that it was Nanak
himself whom he came to seek. Why? Because
the Guru wore no dyed dress, no tilak on his
forehead, no rosary in hand. Man, simple man.
Instead of pointing out the direction to
him, Nanak attached himself to the pilgrim. AH
the way from the farm to the Dera, Lehna went
mounted and Nanak walked along side. On
arriving at the destination while the pilgrim
was tying bis horse, the Guru entered his place
by a side door before him. As Lehna went
inside, whom did he see on the Gadi but the
same who came along with him. Then he
knew that his guide and the Guru were one and
the same. He could not have imagined that
before. Lehna was conquered. It was surrender
at first sight.
*

*

Words of eternal life fall upon his ears His
mind awakes from slumber. The Guru speaks
in the sublimest accents the noblest truths of
life and of God. The pilgrim sits listening lo
the eternal voice. All this while his gaze
is fixed op the Guru's face. There is something
in it irresistable in charm and attraction.
Art
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has painted Nanak with a halo round his feature.
It was his love of God and meekness before man
that beamed from the covering of his face. No
doubt his words were great, but it was his
meekness which won Lehna straight.
The
pilgrim went to the goddess no more, for he had
found the real place of his pilgrimage.
Do you know who compiled the Sikh
Scripture, that sacied book, which contains the
inspired word? It was made by Nanak V. in the
course of search for the "Bani" of his predecessors
which was to be incorporated in the Book, it
was known that some M-SS were with Mohan
a son of Nanak III, and though requests were
made to him, to lend these for copy, yet without
result. Thereupon Nanak V. went himself
barefoot ail the way from Amritsar to Goindwal
and followed by crowds that had gathered on
?
the way he stood before Mohan s mansion
and uttered the following verses in his praise :
O Mohan, high is thy mansion
and wonderful thy place
O Mohan, the Saints sing
of thee in the Dharamshalas
He that hath seen thee, saved himself
and got rid or egoism
He that called thee blessed,
will not be molested by Yam as.

5S
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On hearing this Mohan came out and was
much pleased to see the Guru at his door. Now
the Guru wore full beard. As Mohan saw it 3
perfect person, why hast thou grown thy
beard so long. The Guru replied; To wipe the
dust off the feet of Saints like thee and suitin
action to his words, stooped down to wipe
Mohan's feet with his beard, but Mohan stepped
back quick saying; By this meekness, ye have
robbed us already of the Gadi which was ours by
right of birth, and what little is left, thou art
robbing now by this act. This was true indeed,
for it was their pride which deprived the sons of
the Guru of their heritage but alas, they realised
it but too late. Mohan delivered the M.SS
forthwith.

There is a kind of humility,
hypocrisy and Nanak says of it

which

is?

The wicked boweth double like the hunter
In the act of killing the deer.
What is the good of bowing the head
When the evil is ic the heart.
Verse in Asa Ki War. Nanak.
i

There is plenty of it now a days and men
assume sweetness of disposition and meekness
of manner to trap the game more easily. They
deceive men but they cannot deceive God, the

•
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Searcher of hearts and when the retribution
comes, it will be hard with them.
O Nanak, strait is the gate of salvation,
The lowly alone can get in.
How can the mind puffed up with pride
To the height of an elephant enter it.

Nanak.

When a man is lowly and loveth
And devoteth himself unto Him.
It is then, O Nanak, that he obtaineth salvation,
He who considereth himself i s lowlv.
Is counted highest fall
good
He who asserteth himself
Goodness does not even come near him.
Good is the reputation of that man.
Whose mind hath become the dust of all.
Verses in Sukhma&i, Nanak V.
&

*

Let no one be vain of beauty.
It is God's light that shineth in everybody.
Being wealthy, why ba proud of it.
When alt his wealth is God's gift.
How can one call himself a great warrior.
When he can do naught without strength from God
Were any one to assert himself as a giver.
The (liver regardeth him a* a stupid fool.
Whose disease of pride is gone by the Guru's grace.
From ailments, O Nanak, that man is always safe.
Verses in Sukhmani, Nanak V.

HUMILITY
Every thing is below truth.
The practise of truth is above everything else.
Count everyone as superior to thyself.
Let no one appear low in thy eyes.
Thus shalt then obtain truth by His grace.
What God has ordained, no one can erase.
Verses in Sri Rag, Nanak I

\

+

*
*

m text

cleatu'ies.

A

I

There was a Mohamadan named Daod who
very much attached himself to Nanak, when he
A
weaver
in
the
country
of
Sind.
by
was
profession, he prepared a beautiful carpet and
presented it to Nanak. The Guru was glad to
see the present, but declined to accept it, and
said J The earth is my carpet and I am satisfied
with i t wherever I go, it is with me.
At this time, a bitch with its babes was lying
on the ground nearby where Nanak was. It was
winter and the little ones shivered with cold by
the side of their mother. Nanak saw them and
was moved, for he had a tender heart. And he
thou careth for me y take
said to Daod :
care of these, spread out the carpet for them
and believe that I have accepted it. Thou wanteth
sons, and thou wanteth milk. Thou shalt have
both.

To throw to o
that precious thing,
which he had woven with his own hands at +
no small trouble to himself j that was too hard.
The weaver was dismayed, but he obeyed, for

MERCY TO CREATURES

i
>
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the Guru was the true Guru, and what was said
by him, that Daod must do. So e took charge
of the creatures, and carried them home with
him. And the blessing of God came with the
dogs into his house.
As he spread out the
carpet for their bed 9 and saw that they were
well fed, he had the desire of his heart, as Nanak
had said. He got sons and he got milk, and e
forgot not, what he got for showin mercy to
His creatures.
Sixty eight pilgrimages and all the merit thereof
Is nothing as compared with mercy to creatures.
And God bestoweth it upon him,
On whom He looketh with mercy.
And that man is enlightened.
Verses in Bara Maha, Nanak V.

*

<

*

There are sixty eight places of pilgrimage
spread a over the country, where men go to save
their souls. It is written in the sacred books
of the Hindus that he who has visited all these
must consider himself to be saved. How much
time, trouble, and money is spent by him, who
undertakes these journeys can better be imagined
than described. Nanak, however 7 says that
even if accomplished, it is nothin as compared
with mercy to creatures, which alone God
approves.
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He who seeketh the fruit of all comforts
Must practise truth.
Let him see God as nearby
And remember the name of One.
He must cause injury to no creature.
Thus will he go Home with honor.
Let him be the dust of all.
Thus will he be united with Him.
The Supreme being is the Saviour of sinners.
And Nanak proclaimeth Him.
Verses in Rag Gori, Nanak V.

•

LAtahX
Without Name, charity and bath,
The body of the mind faced will roll in dust at last
Verses in Rag Maru. Nanak I.

« * .

Of all the gift of God, th 5 most precious is
the body of man, but Nanak says that without
Name, charity and bath 5 it will roll in dust
5
i
?
£
of
trinity
the
is
Nam
Ashnan
Dan and
Sikhism and in the plan of salvation : godliness
cleanliness and charity, every one of these is
important. You cannot accept one and ignore
seperable. From the
the rest, as they are
h ory of Nanak we see that
one
study of th lif
of his teachings to men w as : Earn thy bread
the tenth in God's
honestly and out of it
name. The tenth belongs to God and it is the
least that is demanded from us ? with which to
help the infirm, the indigent and those that have
not. They who shrink from it are warned in
the following woids:
t

U

He that dost not give unto "Raba" what is
'BabaY will be taken to task by Babar.
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In other words,
it
means
that
the
same
will
-J
be taken from him by other and distresstul
means.

*

Thanks to the modern education, charity
is saying us good-bye, although many are alive,
ho
know
how
the
old
housewife,
regarded
w
it as the first charge on her daily life. As soon
ready
service
for
the
as the daily meal was
5
first thing to do was to I set apart a portion of
it for the Gurdawara, where came the poor
and the strangers to feed, and not till that was
done,? any member of the family was allowed
t
Besides,
those
who
came
to
to eat
ner
no
flour
is
Alas
or
now
received corn
it
more. Now every beggar is a thief ar i
brushed away ^without relief. We have one
too far in the opposite side. Get back to the
old fashioned ideas for therein your salvation
lies
i

i

Durdes was a picturesque place 5 with
gardens in and around the town. To one of
these Nanak went, which kept its arms open
for all to come, and there was always arriving
there someone, either for night or day, and
travellers were entertained as long as it suited
them to stay. The owner was a Khatri who

+
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was man of money which made it easy for him
to be generous, though not every one with the
same means gave so cheerfully to those that
were less fortunate than he.

When he saw the Guru he told his
servants to prepare the best meal as he had
met a man, the like of which he had never seen
before. As soon as the meal was over, Nanak
said to the Khatri : God is best pleased with thee
and in reward of thy selfless services to fellowmen, I come here to transport thee to heaven.
Thou shalt depart this earth six hours hence.
Take leave of thy relations and get ready. The
man was overjoyed and said
How happy to
leave this body in thy presence and in the
Guru's presence he delivered his soul and
departed for his heavenly abode.
>

>

And Bala said to the Guru, why was he
so readily pleasediwith the man. The Guru
replied that he would be glad to see more men
like him in the world. The Khatri spent his
money and spent himself incthe service of others
and though he had servants, nevertheless he
did the serving too and waited on the guests
himself- * Moreover he led them all to believe
that the obligation for the visit to his house
was on their side.
»
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there
That
is
it.
Where
that
is
Charity
the Guru comes himself to bless it. Today men
their
names
in
papers
or
hear
them
give to
from the platform. They give to be given back
I
invite
him
today,
and say to themselves :
be will invite me tomorrow Let them not
think, they are giving. They are not 7 by his
standard. Khatri is the standard.
>

The Sikhs asked the Guru : What a householder should be. The Guru replied ; Once
upon a time, a man was caught in a storm in
jungle. It became dark and he ran to a tree
for shelter. The storm ceased but he shivered
with cold. It so happened that on that tree
who
had
a
nest
there
and
lived a pair of birds ?
the male said to the female ; we must help the
man as much as we can. From the hut yonder,
the smok* is coming out and I fly there for fire.
In the meanwhile dismantle the nest and throw
it down, so that the man may make fire for
himself. Then the bird went and with a piece
back
to
the
flew
of burning wood in his beak 9
hich
he
threw
upon
his
nest
down
below,
tree, w
where the man was, who having gathered more
straws and leaves lit a fire with these
As soon as the man was warm he wanted
very
hungry
and
something to eat, for he was

CHARITY

* >

•

*

the male bird said to the female : This man is
hungry and except ourselves we have nothing to
give him. 1 throw myself into the fire and do
thou follow me. Thus both iell into the fire
one after the other and fed the hungry man
with their bodies. A householder should be such
like and he that would be my Sikh, should act
likewise. So Nanak advised.
He who doth good deeds without desire of reward.
Pure is the religion of that Vaishnawa.
Let him look forward to no reward
And devote himself wholly to the worship of God
Let him remember the Cherisher with body and heart
And be kind to all His creatures.
Sukhmani. Nanak V.

Khatri is he who does heroic deeds.
And offers himself in alms and charities.
That Khatri is approved there indeed.
Who examines the field before sowing the seed.
But he who commits falsehood, avarice and greed
What that man sows, that shall he reap.
Verses in Slok Waran toon wadik. Nanak I,

*
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Then is man known as true,
When He is true at heart,
Removeth the dirt of falsehood,
And washeth his body clean of it
Then is man known as true,
when he loveth the truth.

e«
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Hcareth His name, stayeth the mind.
And obtaineth the abode of salvation.
Then is man known as true,
When he knoweth the method of saving his son',
Cleanseth the soil of body
And sowe h His Creator therein.
Then is man known as true,
When he hearkeneth to the true advice,
Showeth mercy to His creatures, and
Giveth something in alms and charities.
Truth is the remedy for all.
It washeth the sins clean out.
Nanak offereth prayers unto them
Who have got truth in their possession.
Verses in Asa Ki War. Nanak I

^

t

+

*
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great crowd had gathered round the
Guru and the subject under discussion was th
use and abuse of wealth. Our Saviour spok
at length and with much solemnity on that
matter and every body present listened to him
with all attention. When he had ceased ? many
were moved and most of all was a millionaire,
who was noted as much for his money as for his
niggardliness, Now he came lorward and
oftered to give "up all and follow the Guru.
And for his guidance and for the rest of the
audience, Nanak narrated the following parable,
and said
There was a man like unto the who was
a miser indeed. Though he had a lot, he gave
it not to any body, not even to his kith and kin.
What to say of them, he even starved himself
to hoard money more and more.
9

i

Thus the years passed.

The end came at
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last. The miser was dying. As the myrmidons
of death laid their hands upon him, he opened
his eyes and asked "who are ye." They said: It is
we, the messengers of death. Thou art summoned
to appear before Dharam Raja (True Justice) and
ive an account of what thou hast done, since thy
birth on earth.

*

Now the miser trembled at his fate and
tried to buy oft the messengers of death. He said
to them : Let me live and \ would gladly give ye
quarter of my wealth. The Yamas refused
He then raised his offer to half of the whole
and again to three quarter* but without effect.
At last he said: Take all I have, and leave me.
The Yamas laughed at his stupid talk and told
him that were he to offer them the gold of the
whole world, it was no use to them and that
they had come to take him, and they would take
him and nothing else.
-

When the miser saw no way of escape, he
begged of them a favour and it was that they
should allow him an interview with the Mother
Lachhmi (Goddess of wealth) before producing
him for judgement in the court of the True

*

THE PARABLE OF THE MISER.
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Justice,

This the Yamas did not refuse him and they
took him before the Mother Lachhmi.
When
the miser saw her, he wept as he had not wept
before and said "O Goddess mine, all my life I
have been a votary at thy shrine. I loved thee
as I loved nothing else. I guarded thee with
good care and spent thee nowhere. I kept
thee safe in a pit and let no one come near it.
Alas, for all that I have done for thee, thou hast
gone not a step with me.
The goddess replied : O sinner, all the time
I was with thee, thou made no use of me. Thou
fed no hungry, clothed no naked, gave no shoe
to the unshod, no dowry to the poor man's
daughter. With mine aid, thou made no garden,
sunk no well, built no VBoawali.' Even thy own
looked invain to thee for support. Thou starved
even thyself. Had'st thou used me in benevolent
ways, I would have stood by thee today. Instead
thou kept me in pit and now thou shalt be put
into it. Go to hell with my curse on thee, and
the Yamas took him before the True Justice,
who sent the miser to hell for his misdeeds.
And to the millionaire Nanak said, O
brother, if thou requireth thy good, give all that '

•
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thou hast to the poor and the needy and spend it
on works of utility and henceforth earn thy living
honestly and give the tenth in the name o
God and remember thy Creator,
It is a parable worth remembering, for it
shows that the possession of money is no sin,
provided it is earned honestly apd used
benevolently.

-

*

*

J

y

*

i

aitk.

\

God saved the faithful Prehlad from the
hands of Harnakash. The believing Kabira was
delivered from the waves,? whither he was
cast by th
A unwa
to be
w ed
ing cry, that rose on high7 from Nama's heart,
held back the elephant sent against him to charge.
Th
recorded miracles of faith Si
believes in miracles

Just read the four 'Powris' m the Japji to
know the praise, the Guru bestowed on faith.
The attainments of faith are beyond description
Werf> any one to attempt it,
He would regret ot it in the end.
No p^n, no paper, no writer.
Can deliberate over the doings of faith.
Such is the name of the spotless God.
Were one to believe it with his heart.

*»

By Faith light cometh into mind and brain.
By faith the knowledge of all worlds is obtained
By faith he suffereth no punishment.
By faith he goeth not in the custody of Yamas.
Such is the name of the spotless God.
Were one to believe it with his heart.
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By faith he findeth no obstacle in his journey
By faith he is known with honor.
By faith he meeteth no gap in his path.
By faith he maketh connection with religion.
Such is the name of the spotless God,
Were one to believe it with his heart.

4

By faith he attaineth the abode of salvation.
By faith he saveth himself with his family.
By faith both are saved : the Guru and his disciple.
By faith, O Naaak, he wandereth not in transmigration
Such is the name of the spotless God.
Were one to believe it with his heart.
Verses in Japji. Nanak.
*

If you undertake to describe the achieve
ments of f nth, you are going to do something
which is beyond your ability. Nanak says that
no pen, no paper, no writer can describe it
adequately. Faith illumines the mind and
brain, and gives that insight which one cannot
obtain, by the study of all the books in
the world, sacred or profane.
To him that
believes in God, are revealed all worlds and all
things in all worlds.
On the road which leads to God, there are
pitfalls at every yard, but all difficulties smooth
themselves before the faithful, his way is made
perfectly clear, obstacles are taken out of his
path, and he goes home with honor at last.
Take hold of faith. Let it save you.
You can

*

r
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save yourself and your family too. By faith
both are saved, the disciple and the Guru. By
it, you get the abode of salvation, for which
millions died looking for generations. But
faith in God must be with heart. Lip worship
is of little worth. It is but fun and as good as
non

+

The history of Sikhs is the history of faith,
They believed in the existence of God and
believed that the Gurus came from God. What
the Gurus said they did. They were to obey,
Nanak was to command. That was their creed.
That was their faith.

Nanak was at Kartarpur one night in winter
It was a stormy night. It began to rain and the
wind blew a hurricane. A wall of the building
began to fall and Nanak wanted the disciples to
repair it at once, and said he to Budda:
brother, thou arise.
He replied : Dark is night and storm does
severely blow. Why put off not till morrow.
It is hard to do it now.

*

Nanak soon exclaimed ; Do now or deny.
Save from fall, the falling wall and ask no
reason why.
Faith faltered at this hour, of those gathered
»
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round. Then Nanak looked at Lehna, who
was amongst the crowd. No questioning word
passed his lips, he never knew a why, Lehna
was at the Guru's will, to live or to die.

In the twinkling of an eye, he was up and
about, undeterred by the weather without, and
finished his work without doubt But the
Master-mason was not satisfied, and wanted the
wall to be razed to the ground and begun from
the beginning. Seven times the wall was made,
and seven times unmade, and Lehna was ready
to do it as many times more, if so the Guru
bade. His obedience was of that perfect kind J
which is born of the extremity of faith, and asks
no questions whatever. It was not important
to him what was the purpose of demand. He
was to obey, the Guru was to command ; that
was his stand and that was the lesson, he was
made to understand.
*

In itself, the building and the rebuilding of
the wall was of no importance, except it offered
an opportunity to put the disciples to test and
on this as on other occasions, Lehna outstripped
the rest* Death will come to the Pyramids in
the Pharaoh's land, but the wall made by Lehna
will not die but stand.
-

*
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Faith is wanted. Just like that of Lehna.
Ask the great Guru to give ycu a faith that
inspired the bosom of early Sikhs. When the
storm burst upon them 9 when persecution
sought them out, it was faith which sustained
them throughout. Our Guru went this way.
With this in view, the Sikh martyrs faced death
with a courage which made their executioners
devise fresh tortures to shake them but without
success.
Furrakhseer spent all the five years of his
reign in the extermination of the Sikh nation.
As soon as he came on throne, he declared war
on the Sikhs. There were to be no more men
in the country who called themselves Sikhs.
Order went forth, that wherever met, they be
put to death, regardless of age or sex. With their
children, many took refug« in jungles, but here
even the soldiers hunted them out like wild
beasts. In one of the raids, made by the authori
ties, a large number were caught and brought
before the Qazi to take their sentence for the
only offence of being Sikhs.

I

i

Amongst them was a newly converted lad ?
most beautiful to look at, and his mother rent
the skies with cri>s, for the life of her only child.
The tears of the widow and young years of the
victim, moved the hard heart of the Qazi too,

*

M
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who offered to let him go, if-he would renounce
his faith and embrace Islam. That could never ?
never be ! The boy denied his mother and
declared to die with his brothers* One favor
he begged of them and only one, and it was that
they should begin the slaughter with him ? so
that he may go to the Guru first. Wc do not know
whether his wish was granted or not, but it goes
without saying that all of them went to the
Guru, from first to last.
That is faith. That is what made your
fathers reat If the Sikhs have fallen today, it
is because their faith has weakened. They go to
the Gurdawara with empty hearts and come
ack with empty hands, because faith is absent.

4

Those who have got in heart faith in God.
They have obtained essence of the divine knowledge.
From fear they have passed to the fearless abode.
And are united with Him, from Whom they came forth
Verses in Sukhmani. Nanak V.
The
The
The
The

servant
servant
servant
servant

of God is obedient to God.
of God is His worshipper to the last
of God hath faith in heart.
of God is pure in his conduct.
Verses in Sukhmani. Nanak
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At Islamabad, a rich man gave a feast where
Nanak was the guest of honour. The gentry
and the priests assembled at his house. Some
took their seats, others waited for their turn to
eat. At the last moment, however, something
happened, which spoiled the whole feast,
child was born in the house, and with its birth
the 'Sutak' struck the home and hearth, polluting
thereby everything cooked, which was rendered
unfit for consumption

*

*

Ail prepared to go. Only Nanak sat. He
saw no wrong in that. He did not see and could
not agree that the birth of a child could bring
about pollution (Sutak) anyway. Since he took
up this attitude, the priests remonstrated with
him, for according to the dictates of the
'Shastras'^ Sutak entered the house immediately
after birth or death, polluting every cooked thing
outright. Otherwise they were no foes to the
dainty food and dined with excellant appetite.
At this Nanak began to speak in verse;
How can we observe Sutak, Sutak is everywhere.
In the wood, in dung, the insects are tiiere.
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As many are the grains of corn.
No one is without a worm.
First of all there is life in water,
Which maketh everything green.
How can w* keep Sutak,
Sutak is present in the very kitchen.
Sutak can't be rid of in this way,
Nanak, knowledge alone washeth it away.
Greed is the Sutak of the mind,
And Sutak of the tongue is lie.
To look at another's beauty, wealth and wife,
Is Sutak of the eye.
The Sutak of the ear is other's slander to hear.
By these means, O Nanak,
Men in numbers are marched bound to hell.
Sutak ! It is all superstition.
And men are being led astray.
Birth and death is the order of God.
According to His will, men come and go away.
Eating and drinking is pure.
All the food hath been given to live upon.
Nanak, the holy ones who have realised God
Are above Sutak.
Verses in Asa Ki War, Nanak I.
*

If birth and death were the cause of Sutak,
these were occurring at all times and at all
places. Sutak was present in the very kitchen
always. The cow dung and wood used daily
as fuel were mil of insects. No grain of corn was
without worm. The water which made green
everything was full of life, where germs were born
and germs died without ceasing. How could
pollution come irom birth and death which were
ordained by God.
*

SUTAK

Sutak was something else. The things
which polluted were lie and lust 9 greed and
slander. The ear and eye, the mouth and mind
these were the places, where Sutak was born ?
from where it entered the body, attacked the
heart and wrecked the soul. What they called
Sutak, was nothing but superstition. Nanak
warned the priests and people ? that they were
going astray, and well towards the way, that led
to hell

>

-
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In the days of Nanak, a Vaishnawa was
making much noise at Hardwar. He was a
staunch advocate of caste and worshipped the
idol a lot. It was said of him that all that was
on earth, in heavens and nether regions was
known to him and there was not that was unknown* In fact the whole thing was a fraud,
and no oracles came to him from the end. Never
theless his followers praised him to the skies, and
all went right
I

One day, however, a terrible thing happened.
As the Swami sat, after the fashion ot the Yogis,
with eyes closed,7 and his hand on the nose,Ihe
never knew, three men enter his abode J a n d l l a y
their hands on the idol before him. One of them
was , Nanak, and the other two were his
companions Bala and Mardana. As they saw
the Swami in his contemplative posture, Nanak
signed to Bala to remove the idol trom before
him and place it behind his back* Bala did as
he was bid. Then they sat waiting !

>

r
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Before long the Swami opened his ev ?
he
was
horrified
dol
and when he saw not hi
J
The god was gone ! Was it gone of its own
accord or was it taken away by the Lord. That
wa what e did not understand, but as his eye
fell upon the three curious looking men, the clue
was t h e i r ' doing
was put into his band
he threatened them with curses of all sorts, un
less they restored him the lost god, though a
the time it was behind his back, but he did not
know of that nor the idol thought it becoming
ji
a
if
it
could
speak.
am
here
to call out

*

Pande
Nanak cut him short saying
all
are
earth heaven, and the nether region
bare to thy eyes, the gone idol cannot be beyond
thy reach. Thou needeth inquire of us about it!
Thou must be an impostoi then. Now Mardana
started the rebeck and the Guru began to speak
in verse :

*

This is no Yog, no time of Yog,
No vestige of truth in it.
The sacred places are all defiled:
Thus is the world drowned.
In the Iron age the salvation lieth
In the name of God,
But he closeth his eves and siezeth his nose:
To cheat the world.
He siezeth his nose with his fingers to show
That the three worlds aie visible to him.
But he knoweth not, what is behind bis back.

4
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Ho v surprisingly strange is th*t.
The Hindus have abandoned religion, and taken
The course ot* infidels.
When the world uniteth into one V
The
the religion stand
Verses in Rag Dhanasari, Nanak I

There may be some good points in Yogaism,
but at such a time as the iron age, it was not fit
for usage. In the Iron age, salvation was not in
penance and austerities but the name of God.
And this man 9 to look on ? seemed religious.
Yogi like he sat with closed eyes and pretended to
be surveying all things in all worlds 3 but 1H
reality he was very cheat t aad what to say Of
other things, did not know the whereabouts of
his idol, which was behind his back. How bad
that such things should happen at a sacred place.
I

V

Time was, when sages dwelt at Hardwar,
and men came there from near and far, for light
hypot
he
and life, but now all was changed
crites had taken possession of the holy places and
any one in search of the worst criminals in the
was
the
That
world could find them there,
ruin of the country.
Again, another cause of rum was the curse
of caste. The highest work of religion is t love
but caste divided the Hindus into four Varnas*
cut asunder the bonds of brotherhood and

r

THE HYPOCRITE OF HARDWAR

83

*

sowed strife between them. Nanak warns the
Hindus, that they had abandoned religion and
were pursuing the path of infidels. When
distinction between man and man ceased, when
they unite themselves into one brotherhood 7
then could the religion stand and not till tncn ?
This is what Nanak told his country-men.
.i

\

lUeai ceo m a

uiu hltet u t.

The Guru was going to Kurukhetar. On
eclipses of the sun, lakhs go there and Nanak
too took the opportunity to preach truth to his
country-men. As he neared his destination, the
Faja of Banaras met him. He was out hunting
and had killed a deer. When he saw the Guru?
he paid his respects to him, and asked
there
was any service, he could do brBhinru^HNanak
wanted a piece of flesh which was readily offered
but when Raja found, whither th Guru was
hound, he tried to persuade him that it would
be most indiscreet to go with meat, to that
The
advice
was
in
vain
Nanak
had
quarter
and
he
was
not
going
to
chang
own
his
?
it was objectionabl to be at
the same
Kurukhetar with meat on eclipses of the sun
the Guru would do it for that very reason.
»

Arriving there, he selected a spot and Bala
put a pot on the fire, and began to cook meat
fire
from
the
The
obediently.
smoke rising
u clamour
place was a signal for trouble.
rose. Men came surging from all sides to seei
who was he, that had commenced cooking which

MEAT COOKING AT KURUKHETAR

*

A
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was strictly forbidden at that time. Some
shook their fists and shouted curses, some raised
sticks until a great crowd was collected, an
angry crowd which threatened death when it
was known that the contents of the pot were
flesh.
Nanak cannot be at a place for long, without
being known, and his name inspired respect and
awe. As soon as people found that out, they
dropped their weapons and shut their mouths,
and came forward like children before the father.
But the priests were offended. Nanak was the
Guru. Was not that true? That is what made
it so bad. The Guru did himself no credit for
that.
Who heard of this abomination at
Kurukhetar on such a day. It was a desecration
of the place. Nanak said to them, if they
behaved like sober men, he would discuss the
Hiatter with them. Then one of them, the most
learned of all, came forward and began to quote
scripture in defence, whereupon the Guru
uttered the following verses
The fools quarrel over meat.
But 'Gian' and 'Dhian' know not in the least.
Who is a meat eater and who a vegetarian.
And in what doth the sin lie.
Ye kill ihinocerous at 'Horn' and 'Yags' for sacrifice.
And make offerings of it to the gods.
Ye close eyes and sieze noses,
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But e£t men in secret.
Noses ye sieze, and that to deceive men.
But of 'Glan' and 'Dhian' ye are ignorant.
O Nanak, what should one say to the blind fool.
When said, he understandest not the say.
Blind is he, who doth blind,
He hath no eyes of the mind.
We are born of flesh, we issue from flesh.
We are vessels of flesh.
Of divine knowledge and contemplation
thou knowest not.
Yet, O Pandit, thou callest thyself clever a lot.
Home flesh thou liketh and foreign disliketh.
Men and animals are born of flesh ;
And in flesh the soul reside th.
Those led by blind, discard the lawful
And devour that which is unlawful.
Purans permit the use of meat.
And so doth the Quran.
And meat had been in use in the four ages.
At feast and festivities, meat is present
In the celebration of marriages.
From flesh are born Kings and Sultans,
men and women.
If they are going to hell for that.
Why take charities from them.
The givers to hell and takers to heaven,
Look at the absurdity.
Thou knowest not thyself, yet teacheth others.
O Pandit, how wise art thou !
Thou knowest not the origin of meat, O Pandit.
Corn, cotton, and sugarcane are the product
Of water, and everything likewise in the worlds.
Water saith : I am very good.
But water hath much impure life.
Nanak offereth the argument, leave these things too
And then call thyself an abstainer.
Verses in Rag Behagara, Nanak I.

±
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n
were
no
words
addressed
to
calm
Th
the
of
cathing
indictment
angryBcrowd ^but
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
priests, accusing them of ignorance of 'Gian' and
'Dhian\ the two fundamentals on which the who!
contemp
nd
knowledg
religion rested Th
virtues
which
they
had
latio n of God were the
strif
e
intent
upo
not. Instead the fools w
It
over the merits and demerits of meat to eat
was said that meat was an abominable thing, yet
they killed animals and spilled blood to mak
How
could
that
be
gs of it to their god
ofti
sinful for men which was acceptable to th
They claimed themselves to be abstainers of meat
ate
men
by
and
eye
yet they closed th
worst
part
was
the
That
cheat and deceit,
the feat.
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At the end of discourse, Nanak said to Bala
they
that before these people were dismissed
i Parshad'. Bala was surprised
should be given the
The pot before him contained meat, not very
there
were
And
few
much, just enou fo
But
around
more than five thousand men
Lord?
nd
the
priests
said
prejudices die a rd
thou
sweet
us
meat
no
eat
we
i
As
Bala
removed
the
lid
of
the
pot,
please
meat was changed to milk and it was 'Kheer' nice
milk mixed with rice which he began to distribute
to the crowds. Every one present received the

i
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same and the marvellous thing was that the pot
was full at the end as it was at the beginning :
Men took the 'Parshad* and went home saying :
The Guru is great and great is the Incarnate of
the Iron age.

^

If the clothes become unclean
When the blood falls upon them
How can their hearts be pure
f
Who drink the blood of men
O Nanak, take the name of God
With a clean heart.
The rest is all show
And those doing it are false.
Verses in Majh Ki War. Nanak I
>
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From place to place, from town to town,
Nanak went up and down 9 to teach truth and
preach love to God and man- Some heard him
with delight, others rejected him at sight, but
come what might, he went about his business
undaunted, undcfied. Once he visited a place
and found the people most hostile, who refused
to hear him for a while. They told him to go
away and not to come again that way.

L

It was night, and all was quiet, whep the
two—Nanak and Bala—driven from the village
©utside, set forth again into the world wide.
Hardly had they gone out, when there came to
their ears, the cries as that of a man in tears.
They turned in the direction from whence the
cries arose, until they found themselves before
a leper's abode.
>

*

The inmate was in an advanced state of the
disease and in agonies of pain, cried and shrieked*

•
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night he heard footsteps in his hut. What
was that ? Ghost or beast ? Ever since his stay
there, no man had entered it at least. Was the
entry by mistake ? No , God makes no mistakes.
Though forsaken by the world, He did not forsake him. He had heard his cries and at the
ne*t sun rise, the Healer was come to make him
w hole and bless his soul,

4.

Because of the bad smell that came from the
leper and his abode, Bala did not sleep all that
night and says that he was awake. But that
would not make Nanak leave the leper. That
could not take him out. He was there by his
side the whole night, thus showing sympathy
with suffering

First came sympathy, then came cure. As
soon as it was light to see, and the leper saw his
visitor he burst into tears and said
my Lord ?
how didst thou ^t he
here in so horrible a
place and pass the night by my side, where no
one came near by < * . ¥ • It was an outburst of a
heart broken by ill treatment or disease or both
The Guru took pity on him and made the leper
w hole with a word.
>

±

>

To show himself, the happy man ran to his
village ? causing wonders where he went. The

*
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people who knew him and his disease, could not
but see, that some one had done a great wonder
deed. When they asked him, he replied that
the Healer was still at his place and they may go
and see his fare. Yesterday a leper, to day hale
and whole. They thought and thought, by
whom was the miracle wrought. Was he an
angel from heaven, or was he a demon from hell,
though nothing pointed out to that, except his
choice to appear in a awful spot like the leper's hut.
Men and women went forth, but as they
approached the leper's abode, whom they sec
but the same, who came to them but: yesterday*
was not allowed to stay and turned rudely away.
A great shame came to them, as they thought,
what a brave heart, the stranger had, who could
pass the night by the iide of that, whom they
hated even to look at. They were people
thorougly bad, but with the example set them
for the first time in their lives they felt ashamed
of themselves. They prayed the Guru for a come
back.

>

\

>
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Those who turned away strangers from
their doors, and neglected their own sick folk, were
not worthy of visit from him. Nanak, however, had a tender mind and no one knew better
than him, the weakness of mankind. As they
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promised to atone for the past, he forgave th m
at last. For days he stayed there, making them
rich with blessings and when departing, enjoined
upon hem to remember their Creator, build a
Dharamsala, wherein to pray together ? serve all
comers and goers, earn their bread with honesty
and give the tenth in God's name to those in
need.
i

>

A
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It was the occasion known in India as
'Kumb' when Nanak went to Ram Tirath again.
The banks of the Ganges were thronged with
thousands that had corne from far and near.
The go-between priest was busy in baling out
water to quench the ttirist of tne departed souis
in the next world.

Nanak too took the field, commenced
operations and began throwing up water like
the
rest,
but
while
the
priests
were
facing
east,
a
which was the direction prescribed by the
'Shastras' to take, the Guru turned west.
The
wrong direction arrested attention at once and
made the pundits stop and se^ who was he.
Was he insane or ignorant. They called o u t ;
What are thou doing here ?
And what are ye doing, Nanak said.
Of course, we are sending water to the
departed souls in the next world.
How far is that?
Forty nine crores of Jojans, some of the
*
knowing ones said, lest they be thought
ignorant instead.
/

\
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Without any further hear or say, Nanak broke
from
them
and
resumed
throwing
water
away
opposite
direction.
the
ut
in
still
again
Thereupon the voices again rose and several
in number :
O fool, what art thou doing here?
My crops are dried up for lack of rains
am sending water there, Nanak said.
A t this there was a great laugh, for they were
convinced that he was mad.
Where are thine crops:
At Kartarpur, 200 kos away.
mad, said they, how would this water get
there at a distance of 200 kos.
next
world,
which
Much less yours in th
thou saith is 49 crores of Jojans away
home
and
made
it
The retort u e n t right
known that he was neither ignorant nor insane
but a great man. They gathered round him an
knew who he was.
•

*

Then the Guru came out of the river and
followed by crowds passed through rows o
pilgrims, when he spotted a man, who with eye
d, looked all lost in meditation. As he saw
c
th Hindus arc
him Nanak said Al 5 ala
Master, even
in to hell. Said the priests
for praising Him. Nanak replied: He is not

*
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praising Him, he is talking with his wife at home.
And he passed similar remarks on another and
yet another. In every case he was correct, and
men marvelled, how he read the thoughts
correctly.

Going further, he caught sight of a man in
distance, who was cooking meals for himself.
He was a Brahman, and to keep o the untouch
ables, had drawn lines around his 'Chowka'.
into
go
straight
And Nanak bade Mardana to
chowka and ask for fire. Ail obedient Mardana
advanced, but no sooner he crossed the boundary
line, than the Pandit was up in arms with his
poker, and but for the timely arrival of the
officer commanding to his rescue, the 'doom' was
doomed. And the Guru asked the Pandit as to
what made him raise the poker against the man.
The Pandit said that the 'doom' had entered his
?
'Chowka , thereby polluting everything he had
cooked for himself. With this Nanak did not
agree and uttered the following verses;

*

*

Ignorance is the doom, tyranny the butcheress,
Slandet of others the sweeperess,
Anger the chandala,
And the Pandit was possessed by them.
Of what good is the drawing of lines,
When all these four sat with him.
Let him take truth for arrangements,
The name of God his bath and draw lines of good works
In the next world they are deemed pure, O Nanak.
Who walk not the ways of sin.

\
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The pariahs of the world are ignorance 9
tyranny, slander and anger. Defilement came
from them. These tyrants of priests were
ignorant of the fact that their brothers o I the
low class were as much children of God as they
themselves and to talk slander against these unfortunate men and show anger at their approach
was a great sin.

JL

•

In the eye of God, they were pure who
walked not the ways of sin, took truth as
their guide and drew lines of good works around
them.

%
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At Nowshera, Nanak with Bala and Mardana?
front was a general merchant's
sat under a tree
shop, where Lala sat in all his glory. Several
upon
him.
Seeing
attend
servants were in
O
him in this sfate, Mardana said to the Guru
Master, how happy is he.
and ask him if he is so

*

Thereupon Mardana went to him
Shah Ji, how happy art thou.
said

and

The merchant sighed and replied that they
who said that knew nothing of him ; he was the
unhappiest person on earth, Then he went
with Mardana to the Guru, bowed his head and
said: O my Lord, I am the most miserable man
in the world.

*

Tell us what is the trouble with thee :
Guru asked him. The merchant said x
married and have a wife, whom I loved more
life. For years we lived together and
happy till she le ill and the doctors said

The
am
than
was
that
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she should die. I thought that I would not
Survive and began to cry. She saw me and said :
Are thou weeping for me? Do not weep. When
am dead, thou wilt again wed. Thou art man,
will get another and forget me. These words so
pierced my heart that in the heat of moment 2
cut my organ off. But O my lord, odd are the
doings of God. After this, she did not die and
became alright. And this woman, for whom
rrade the great sacrifice, now goes after other
men before my eyes, and I can help no wise.
Such is my state, and there is nothing for me
but weep my fate. As he ended his tale in tears
Mardana started the 'Sitar' and the Guru began
to speak in verse:
Indra had done a hundred and one charities
Yet wept he at last.
Paras Rama wept on return hom<\
A jai wept when eating alms,
What a punishment was given him by Heaven.
Rama wept at his banishment
And on separation from Sita and Lachhman.
Rawana who had decoyed Sita
Wept at the loss of Lanka.
The Pandawas who were blessed with the
Presence of their Lord.
Wept when they became labourers.
Jenmeja wept when he missed the goal.
And for a single omission was declared a sinner.
Sheikhs, Mashiaqs, Pirs weep.
Lest in the end they come to grief.
The miser weepeth at the loss of hoarded wealth

THE MERCHANT OF NOWSHERA

99

And the Pandit weepeth for want of knowledg
Without husband weepeth the girl.
O Nanak, the whole world
happy
He winneth the race, who believeth
God
Other thing
ght
written off
Verses in Ram Kali. Nanak I

*

*

Unhappiness is the common lot of mankind
It did not spare the great ones of earth I Even
those, before whom the world bows, wept in the
valley of shadows. Think of the god Indra, who
had done a hundred and one charities, yet he wept
when cursed by Gotama for assaulting his wife.
Rama wept and Paras Rama. Trouble came to
Pandawas and they wept 7 W hen they found
themselves as labourers to the Raja of Verat
Rawana died in tears. Weeping is manifest in
every man, in every home, in every land- No
one has escaped,, The whole world is afflicted.
The fight of suffering is on and those who believe
in God, come out victorious at last.
upon
tat
The Guru looked kindly
merchant and made him whole. He called his
wife and rebuked her for her sinful life. Then
bestowed upon both the gift of His name and
told them to remember the same. After this
the merchant and his wife lived together ? loving
each other, and rememb
their God,9 as the
had
till
they
were
dead
G
?
1

*
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He who wisheth to be happy always should come
to the asylum of God.
Saith Nanak, listen O mind, precious is the
birth of man.

To avoid troubles and beg Him for comfort
Is waste of words. O Nanak.
the two garments
Troubles and comforts
From His Kingdom, which must be worn by man.
Silence is best, where speech is lost.
Verses in Gori Goareri, Nanak I.

I

*

two oi

es

•

Nanak with Bala and Mardana passed
through a place. It was a bad village and they
met no one who did not give them a bad word.
They did not let them stay and told them to get
away. When leaving this God forsaken place
Nanak said : It may stand.

From there they proceeded to another village.
Here men were good and women were kind and
both gathered round the Guru with singleness
of mind, to hear words of the eternal life that
fell from the heavenly touched lips. For days
the Guru stayed there, but when he left it, he
said : It may not stand.

V

*

Mardana was surprised. The utterance was
not Nanak like. And he could not but tell the
Guru : O my lord^ in the first place, the men were
wicked and rude. They abused and refused to
hear thee and of that thou said : It may stand.
And of this village, where all have been so
good and so polite, and what is more than that J
they heard thee with delight, of this village thou
saith It may not stand. To me it seemcth

•
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there is no justice in thy house.
men quite wrongly then.

Thou judgeth
0L

brother
The Guru smiled and said
Mardana, without doubt the first was a bad
village and for that very reason it is meet that
the men there should stay where they are
they go elsewhere, they would spread evil
regards the second place • the men were good
wherever they go, they would spread good ?
and the world would be better and happier for
them.
<

<
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While preaching to the people in the Darap
Ilaqa, a deputation came to him from Sialkote
asking the Guru to save them from the hands of
Hamza Gos, who had quarrelled w ith the
?
citizens and entered upon a *'Chilla ' to bring the
wrath of God on the town. Thus did the first
information report concerning the misconduct
of the Faqir reached Nanak, who took cognizance
of the case and proceeded to the spot with the
complainants for enquiry and action. Arrived
there, he summoned Hamza Gos thrice through
MardanaHtoH appear before him and state
bis case*9 but the Faqir had shut himself in
a tower for forty day?, abstaining from food and
drink and from the light of sun and he was
not going to come, lest his 'Chilla' break.
Thereupon Nanak stood up, gazed at the tower i
which cracked at top 9 through which the
beams of the sun shone upon the Faqir and undid
his Chilla. The terrified inmate rushed out,
came before the Guru and said: My story
is known to ail, nevertheless thou wilt hear
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it from me. One Duni Chand had no child
and begged me for one and vowed that he would
give the first born unto me, and by my prayers
he got three, yet he gave none to me. Similarly
have tried other men. They are no good.
Here is all falsehood and no truth. Hence the
cause of my Chilla to punish Sialkote.

When Hamza Gos had said all he had to say,
the Guru gave two pice to Mardana directing
him to go to the town and ask for truth and
falsehood, if available there or not. Accordingly
Mardana went from shop to shop, from lane to
lane, and in vain. The shop keepers may be
excused for their inability to give him what he
wanted, for truth and falsehood were not
amongst the things they had for sale. At last
he met a man who seemed to meet his demand.
It was a Khatri named Mula who took the
money and gave him a piece of paper on which
was written "Life is false, death is true."
Taking that, Mardana went back to the
Guru, who showed it to Hamza Gos to read:
Life is false, death is true. A great saying
indeed. For that at least he must give credit
to Sialkote. After all it was not a town wholly
void of wisdom. Thus Nanak appeased the
anger of Hamza Gos and warned him that

x
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toleration was the first qualification of a Faqir
and it was bad to threaten the whole town, for
the omission of one man alone.
Now Mula rose to fame and on everyside
his name was heard, as the man who had silenced
the Faqir with a word. In excess of enthusiasm
he went to the Guru and said that he had decided to remain with him. Nanak replied : Thou
knoweth not what thou saith. It is better for
thee to stick to Sialkote. I have to go to lands
distant and remote. In my way are difficulties,
and thou won't be able to keep pace with me.
Nanak counselled him not to try, his heart might
fail him in the long run. Still Mula would not
listen. He said that he would leave his home
and hearth and go with the Guru to the ends of
earth. So Nanak let him have his way and with
the Guru, :Mula went away, but found his
mistake, too late.

!

%

Some time they were without food, some
time they had to sleep on the bare ground, and
Mula soon found, that the undertaking he had
made was beyond his ability. When they came
to the country of Afghanistan at length, his zeal
was altogether spent. One day while out in the
bazzara of Cabul, a marriage party met him and
at its sight his mind wandered back to his own

•
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place, and reminded him of the girl, with whom
he was engaged. How much he regretted now
of what he had done, and when he returned to
Nanak and the Guru saw him; he said ;
O brother Mula, why so sad today ? Art thou
sighing for Sialkote ? Art thou sighing for the
girl left behind. She is going to be married to
thy brother and tomorrow the wedding taketh
place. What saith thou to that. Tell us if thou
wanteth to go back. We can arrange that.

*

Mula said : O my Lord, tomorrow is so near
and Sialkote far off and I have no money to
marry. The Guru bade him go and get some
stones from outside and tie them tight. Then
he told him to close his eyes, and when Mula
opened them, he found himself at Sialkote in no
time and the stones were all gold. With that
he went home just in time when his girl was
going to be married to his brother. Seeing
Mula back and with gold, his relations married
he girl to him.

V

4-

Now Mula became a man of the world again.
Everything prospered with him and he was happy
in every way and amid his prosperity xorgot
everything, even the great Guru. Years passed
and Nanak went to Sialkote once more. To see
him, men and women came, but not Mula, and

<
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Nanak said to Mardana : Our friend Mula hath
t
not come, go and enquire about him. Mardana
went to the lane where Mula lived. | T h e
neighbours said that Mula was at home, but
when he knocked at his house? this man kno w
ing who was he that called him 5 this man who
once said that he would go with the Guru to the
of earth 9 this Mula forgot his formula
"Life IS false death is true'* and hid himself
hastily
Bharol
the house and sent his
wife to tell Mardana that he was not at home
•

-

Mardana reported to the Guru that the
neighb
that Mula was at home but
wif said that e was not at home. Nanak
re plied The woman hath said the truth
back and verify it. When Mardana returned y
Mula's house was crowded with men and hi wife
was weeping and wailing hen for Mul was
not at home" Mula was dead. It happened that
when he hid himself in the "Bharoli", death
awaited him there-swift and certain-which lies
in the fang of a serpent, so that when his wif e
returned after disposing of Mardana and called
him to come out, she got no answer beca use
Mula had gone to a place where her voice could
not reach him. Now she was beating her head
and everybody said that his conduct towards the
Guru was the cause of his death and he alone
•
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could make the dead alive. So they carried the
bef ore the Guru
dead on a cot and brought
and when Nanak saw the dead, he said ;

/

x

Friendship with "Karars" is a false love with false men
Thou knew not how to die,
O Mula, where went thou to hide then.
Verses in Waran Toon Wadhik. Nanak I

to
Guru

The deceased's wife prayed the
restore her husband, but Nanak said that Mula
would not like to return and let them ask him
for that. At that the dead opened his eyes but
he
grace
refused to come back, as by the Gurus
had reached a place, compared with which the
joys of this world are as naught,

w>
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Mardana was glad to hear, when Nanak
told him that he was going to Mecca.
Before
his conversion to Nanakism, Mecca has been his
Kaaba and the Kaaba of his father and the father
before him. The occasion was.that o Haj land
Mohamadans in thousands had gathered from
near and distant to celebrate it. Mecca counted
two non-moslems too this time from lndia-Nanak
and Mardana.
-

*

*

At night Nanak lay in the shrine for rest.
Early the next morning, when the high priest
came along with his Majawars to sweep the
floor, he saw somebody lying there with his feet
towards the 'holy Kaaba. ] O, the horror
^ ^ ^ of^
horrors, who was this Kaffir with his feet towards
the house of God and he gave Him a kick I but
Nanak moved not and remained where he was
sayiisg to them that they should turn his feet in
the direction, God was not. Thereupon the
high priest siezed him by the leg, but on whatever
side he turned his feet, Kaaba moved with these
and the petrified man let go his lea saying: O
>

*
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We
man of God, tell us true, who art thou
have not witnessed a great wonder deed before
M

The news of the miracle spread like wild
fro
th
ra
Hindi
had
come
fire througout that
Indies, and shaken th foundations of the very
Kaaba indeed, which moved with his feet, north
and south, west and cast. And men learned and
unlearned, luminaries, big and small, gathered
around the Prophet of India ? to see nd hear
Many were the questions the
him talk
Nanak answered them and
pilgrims asked
At
they listened to him with awe and interest
last they came upon the eternal question, as to
which of the two was acceptable to God : Hindu
or Mohamadan:
>

X
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Qazi and Mullas gather around him and
Question him about the things ot the religion.
Nanak was in great form, and no one could
Appraise his powers.
They open their books and ask him, which of
The two was greater : Hindu or Mohamadan.
Baba (Nanak) telleth the Hajis
Without good works both will weep.
Both Hindus and Mohamadans will not
Be admitted into His Dargah,
Katcha* is the colour of 'Kusambh',
When washed, it standeth not*
They were engaged in strife with each other.
While Ram and Rahim was standing apart.
Jhe world was going the way of Satan.
(Var-Bhai Gurdass)

*

i
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The Mohamsdans thought that they were
the chosen of God, far above the common lot, and
the rest of the world was full of infidels, who
will not go to heaven, not even to purgatory.
The same tune was played by the Hindus, who
regarded themselves as men of superior race,
foremost among the nations on the earth's face.
The command to love was in steady conflict with
hatred for each other and the result was war
between them. Ram and Rahim, from whom
they pretended to receive their claims of
superiority was left aside and Nanak warns them
where they stood and how they would fare in the
kingdom ot God. Neither of the two would be
admitted into his Dargah, which was for those
who did good works, and because of their
misdeeds, both Hindus and Mohamadans will
weep there.
The Hindu goeth to the Hindu's house
He readeth Mantras and putteth the Janeu
Thread round his neck.
After wearing the thread, if he committeth wickedness
Even though he bathe and wash, it availeth not.
The Mohamadan asserteth his own superiority.
Without Guru or Pir no one will find a place.
The path is pointed out, let anyone follow it.
Without good works he won't get Paradise.
In the School of Yogis, the way to Yogaism is shown.
And for that purpose ear rings are worn.
With rings on, he goeth from place to place
But the Maker is here, there and in all space.
As many are the creatures, all are travellers
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When the death warrant is come,
No delay will it bear.
He who knoweth Him here.
Will go to recognize Him there.
The rest are ail rot, whether Hindus or Mohamadans
The accounts of all will be taken in His Court,
Without good works, no one will save himself.
He who speaketh truth and nothing but truth
Shall not, 0 Nanak, be questioned there.
Verses in Ramkali, Nanak I.

•

\

*

ama 7>a Lib
a

Who can recognise the Panja Sahib of to
day, from what it was more than four hundred
years ago. Then it was a tract of desert for
miles around. No well, no water, no tree, no
town. But thanks to the Guru, now that is no
longer true. Now it is one of the most
picturesque place in the north west of India
and the water coming out from the sacred
Panja meanders through the town and has turned
it into a gaiden all around.
w

On his return from his missionary tours o
the countries in the west of Asia, Nanak stopped
at the spot vthere now stands the sacred Panja,
because his ministrel refused to go any farther.
It was a hot summer day and Mardana had
walked a very long way and he said to the Guru
that he was so thirsty and could go no farther
away. The Guru said that on the top of the
hill over looking them, there was a Faqir and
spring too and he may go for water there.

*

Accordingly Mardana went and as he got to
the top, he found the spring and a Faqir by its
side. Those of you who have been thirsty for
.
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a time, can imagine his delight at the sight of
water, but before he could take a drop of it, the
Faqir asked him, who he was, how he came
there and who told him of his whereabouts.

Mardana replied: I am ministrel to the
great Guru, who is out saving the world from
sin. It is he who told me of it, and there is
nothing on the earth and skies that is not bare
unto his ey*>s.
Pride greatly beset the Faqirs of old, and
like many others of his kind, this man was in.
clined, to think himself superior to the rest of mankind, because of the dreariness of his life. The
praise of Nanak by his ministrel injured his pride
and he could not bear to hear that there was one
as great as he was, and bade him begone saying
what was his Guru great for, if he could not
give him water to drink.
Mardana returned to tell the Guru about
the attitude of the custodian of the , spring,
and Nanak said that he should make another
attempt and approach the man humbly,'for he
was a Faqir, and deserved to be addressed res, Mardana went, begging for water and
in vain. Then for the third and last time Nanak
sent his ministrel again and still obedient Mardana
went once more but found the Faqir obstinate as
before. Urgent was entreaty, humble was^request

M
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and all to no effect. W i t h his tongue clung to the
top of his mouth and exhausted with journeys UD
and down, Mardana sank to the ground, saying
to the Guru ; O my Lord, without water I must
die. Now Nanak will have his way. If the BFaqir
will not give water to his mmistrel, he will find
water for him. He thrust his staff into the earth
and water gushed, and gushed forth in such
abundance that from that time till now, it has
not ceased to flow. Mardana sprang to feet, and
drank to his Heart's content indeed.
th same time the Faqir* s spring was
dried up for ever. No more water was to bubble
in it, where from a thirsty wayfarer was turned
| the supply
away The basin wa broken
turned elsewhere, where it could benefit mankind
Faqir
rose
in
time
the
Seeing
this
for
9
stream
w th
wrath, as he looked down and
of water flowing forth below in the plain over
upon
the
hurled
the
rock
looking the hill, he
The
is
opponent
to
he
took
magician 3
which
hand
Guru held back the rock with
5
i
the
rock
Panja
on
of
left the impression
visible up to this day and from which I the
place takes its name of Panja Sahib,
t

*v
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The strongliand came in contact with a hand
stronger than itself, the power of the Faqir came
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in conflict with a power infinitely superior to
Irealisedlthat
Now
it and fell back helpless,
the one before him was reater than himself
summit
of
pride
£
th
Now he came down from
Guru
the
great
and bent his knees before
have sinned
saying : Pardon, Sire, pardon J
told
pride
The Guru rebuked him for
him that the first attribute of a faqir was
mercy to creatures and that he did a very
sinful act in turning away a thirsty wayfarer who
went to him thrice.
£>
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The waters of the sacred Panja where
fishes play hide and seek are crystal clear, and
from far and near, the pilgrims come throughout
| is most delightful
the year, to bathe here.
in summer, and pressed by the burnin heat o
the country around, men flock in crowds both for
coolagc and pilgrimage, and take rest in the
gardens within and without, where loquats
and apricots ripen on trees. They gaze with
turned
into
bliss
and
delight at this desert
?
their
Guru
who
did
all
go away saying it was
this.
*
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The town of Multan is noted for its tombs
and Pirs, and has been the cradle and grave of
several famous Faqirs. When Nanak came to
it, it was known all over the town, that another
was come. At the news of his arrival, the priests
wcresiezed with anxiety, that another was come
to divide their authority. They assembled together and took counsel with one another in
order to determine, what line of action to take.
After consultations, they sent a bowl of milk, full
to the brim, to convey what they thought o
him. Xhe messanger presented thee bowl and
spoke no word. At Nanak's bidding, Bala put
a "Patasha" of sugar into it, and also Jessimine
flower and returned the bowl per bearer without
a word

*

%

When- the high pr'est saw the flower float
ting on the milk and learnt about the addition
of "Patasha" into it, he nodded his head, and
said to those around that they sent the bowl of
milk full to the brim, intimating him thereby
that Multan was full of Faqirs, and there was
no room for more Pirs, and that he had divined
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their message right and replied to say that he
would mix with them like sugar in the milk and
at the same time remain distinct like the flower
swimming on it. Indeed a great one has come
added
face
to our place. Let us go and see his
the chief Darwesh.
And they went in body to the great sage, and
paid him their homage. Mohamadanism was
their faith, five prayers their rule, with Kalma to
what
he
him
read and reread. They asked
thought of them 7 o their prayers and their
creed. In answer the Guru began to speak
in verse

J.
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There are five prayers, five times of prayers
And live names of the five.
The first truth, the second honesty,
The third chanty in the name of God.
The fourth good intentions.
And the fifth praise and prayer.
Take the Kalma of good works.
And then call thyself a Mohamadan.
O Nanak, the false ones will obtain falsity
Out of falsehood.
Verses in Majh Ki War. Nanak

Nanak
The number o{ prayers which
announces is the same, though with different
names First stands truth, honesty second,
third charity, fourth good intentions and fifth
praise of God. Let these be their prayers, and
good works their Kalma, before they called themselves Mohamadans.

*

*
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Please take note of the order in which they
are placed. It would not do to upset it. Some
do not begin at the begining but at th >lend . An
egregious mistake* If you discard the first four,
you can not have the fifth. The praise of God
must be preceded by practise of virtues and
honesty of character.
you tell lies deal
dishonestly and uncharitably with your fellow.
men and think evil of others, then God is a far
off thing. That is why, we hear so much that
prayers are not heard in heaven, because the
order is reversed and God does not accept lip
worship, where his laws are not observed.
•
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Among the Teachers of mankind, the founder
•f
of Sikhism occupies a unique place and men o
different religions, though hating each other, are
united in reverence to him. Although he
condemned the idolatry of the Hindus and the
violence of the Mohamadans, he was still the
accepted leader of the two, who vied one another
in claiming him exclusively as their own. On
that matter J many a controversary took place
during his life time, but the climax came at
death.
The date of departure was made known
before, and crowds came to see whom they were
to see in physical form no more. After having
blessed them, the Guru shut himself in a place
and men and women sat around. Sorrow spread
over the place and people began to talk of his
achievements on earth. The Hindus said that he
was the 'Avatar' of the iron age and so did the
Mohamadans spend the same time in talking

r
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about his visits to Mecca and Bagdad, and his
preaching of the brotherhood of man and oneness
of God. After that it came to . the question of
the disposal of his body and who would perform
the last rites of the gone Guru, The Mohamadans
said : We will bury him; Baba was our Pir.
The Hindus said : We will burn him, Nauak was
©ur GuruThe war of words began and went on with one
unabated heat, neither side admitting defeat,
when a horseman reached, and took away their
breath, at the news that the Guiu met him 12
kos from Kartarpur and gave him a message for
them that they should not quarrel and divide
his sheet. At first they would not believe, as
before them the Guru retired into the place
which was held by them on all sides. How could
a man with flesh and bones get out of it. Then
they thought that everything was possible with
him who all his life had astounded the world
with his miraculous feats.
i
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To make sure, they broke open the door, and
gazed inside. Nanak was not, dead or alive.
Except his sheet, the room was empty and
they divided half and half each. The Hindus
burnt their portion and the Mohamadans did
frary, and raised monuments to commemorate

\
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his memory, but the Ravi came in flood and
carried away the last remains of Nanak on earth"Don't quarrel" were the last words of the
Guru to his countrymen- They did well then to
and burn the strife with the sheet but they
do wrong today when they go to war against
each other on one pretext or another.

±
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He that is fit for it.
Should sit on the throne.
Verse in Rag Maru, Nanak
*

As Nanak advanced in years 5 the question
of his successor 2gan to be discussed by the
public in general and his disciples in parti*
cular. Who would take his place was in everybody's
mouth. It was not because the Guru was
without issue; he had two sons by Sulakhani #
The sons, however, were vain and proud, and
those who knew Nanak best, shook their heads
at the mention of their names for the Gadi. No
doubt a son was a son, and with all his faults, he
was still the lawful heir, but the rights o birth 9
so dear to man and sanctioned by the law o
the land, found no favor with this Teacher of
mankind. Son or stranger, he believed in fitness.
Nothing more, jiothing less. Of course he liked
those best, who were meekest and walked in his
footsteps.
r
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Amongst the disciples, there were many who
had already made their mark in the fold. One
of them was Budha, another was Burra, another
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was Bhagirath and so forth. Lehna was late,
but within a short time, he outstripped all
the great before him. First in devotion to
the Guru, first in service of the pilgrims, he was
foremost in the performance of those lowly tasks
which Nanak liked most. And now and again.
Nanak was heard to say unto him : O disciple
thou art blessed. Budha he loved, Burra was
very dear unto him, but no one, no one was like
Lehna, son of Pheru.
At first Sulakhani took the succession of
Siri Chand to the Gadi as a matter of course
when the time came, but bye and bye doubts did
arise in her own mind, for her husband liked
the stranger better than he liked his sons. Nanak
was at home, and she went to sound him as to
what he thought of his own. For her, he had
an immediate answer. On the floor where Nanak
sat, there was lying a dead rat. One by one he
called his sons and asked them to remove it
outside. They said : A disciple would do this
dirty business. The disciple Lehna did this
small thing with as much ease as he had done
great things before. It was so little, so little
which the Guru asked his Sons to do, but
Siri Chand refused and Lakhmi Dass too.
Sulakhani got her answer and saw where her

*
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sons stood. She returned with the conviction
that the battle was lost.
his
On another occasion, the Guru was in
farm. It was that hour when the teachings of
the disciples being over, he found time to labour
for his livelihood. The fodder for the cattle
was collected and Nanak bade his sons to take it
kome. They would not bear to think of it.
The idea that they were the Guru's sons and no
ordinary persons,? never left their minds. At that
moment Lehna appeared on the spot, and comin
direct a* he was, from his village had a new
dress on. The moment he knew, what was
proposed to do, he took up the loads and carried
them through. The fodder was wet and the
mudBdrippingj from it covered him and his
dress. I When follwed by Nanak, he reached the
Dera and Sulakhani saw him, she was aghast
at the sight. The disciple was but respectable;
her husband had not used him alright. She said
to Nanak: Look at Lehna, all mud.
0

2
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The wife saw mud: the husband saw saffron
It is saffron, exclaimed fsanak nd all at once
the mud changed colour, and looked saffron like.
There was another side of the picture which she
saw not, a deeper meaning too, which she did not
understand then. It was that Lehna would be
elect among ttie disciples as saffron was among
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the flowers. Years afterwards, when the disciple
ascended the Gadi,? these words were better
understood.^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
Now and again, the Guru called his sons for
the
field
of
service
which
alone
trainin g l i n l
hich
w
to
would make them fit for the position
they aspired, and which they abhorred most. And
one day Nanak said to his wife : Siri Chand and
and Lakhmi Dass are thine and Lehna is mine.
him
Lehna became Angad. Nanak made
Kartarpur
II.
ailed
Nanak
Guru. He was c
with all its lands, Nanak left to his sons, but the
badge of the prophetic office was bestowed upon
him, who was fit for it, for he said that:

in

He that is fit fop it
Should sit on the throne.
\
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That Raja should sit on the throne
Who is fit for it.
They are the true Rajas
Who deal in truth.
Rag Maru. Nanak JII
*
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From the depths of degradation ? Nanak
raised music to the rank of a handmaid of
religion, and Mardana made himself famous as
minstrel to the first Nanak. All these thousands
of hymns and psalms in the Sikh Scripture are
in one Rag or another, and those versed in the
art of music, are amazed to see how the unlearned and illiterate Gurus -could produce such
masterpieces. The answer to this and other
amazing things done by Nanaks lies in one word
)9
inspiration
It was God's voice w hich was
speaking in them and says Nanak I V :
-

*

I

O ye Sikhs of the Guru, accept as true
And true the "Bani'' of the true Guru ; God
The Creator Himself brings it out of his mouth

>

Sata and Balwand were the two minstrels
in the court of Nanak II, and their duty was to
sing the inspired word to the accompaniment
of music in the Darbar. For this reason, the
assembly had a great regard for them and

/
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wherever met, men greeted them and said "
blessed is the brother Satta, blessed is the
brother Balvand." These praises turned their
heads and made them think, they were not like
die rest, but of all men the best. They did not
think at all that this praise of them was due to
the office they held, otherwise what were they
5
but two despised "dooms * whom no one would
let come near.
\

It is a sad thing to He near the Guru and
yet far from him. Though other lives were
being blessed by them by singing the inspired
word, they themselves were empty- The stiff
bamboo conceited about its tallne^s, derives no
benefit from the neighbourhood of Sandal, which
perfumes the very axe that strikes it The same
was true of Satta and Balwand. Bye and bye
their pride rose to greater heights, and outside
the Gurdwara, they were very
different
persons, spoke with the Sikhs rarely and then
with majesty, and from a respectable distance.
This did not escape the Guru's attention but he
was silent.
One day a pilgrim approached them and
requested for a song in praise of God. They
brushed him away saying they were no* common
minstrels, which was their pride, for they would
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sing in the Darbar, where they appeared grand.
The pilgrim went away and said it to nobody, but
thelGu
knew everything without being I to Id
of it. Next day when they appeared for service
in the Darbar, Nanak II turned his back upon
them. Proud
were i ot pleasing to him and
an insult shoi to ». Sikh ?
arded it as one
shown to himself
Said h o
Th Sikh are my
childr
th
Sikhs are my brothern
The
minstrels prayed for forg
assured him
that it would not recur and at the request of th
assembly, the Guru ft r ave the past
But habits are hard to conquer 7 sins are
slow to die and Satta and Balwand showed no
improvement in th
One day they said
to the Guru that they needed several thousand
rupees for themsel
There was no bank in
Khadur and Nanak had no bank account What
came in th way of offerings was spent the same
day; the Guru kept nothing for th morrow
an alternative | they suggested that 11 the offe
ings on the next Besakhi e g
them The
Besakhi ofierings were always immense ? but
Besakhi brought in its train cro*d of poor
indigent 5 wh were fed, clothed and helped
The minstrels had opened their mouth too wide
Neverthel
the Guru agreed
>
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The Besakhi came and the pilgrims in their
thousands gathered from all sides, but the
offerings did not exceed a few pice. To the
minstrels it was a great blow and they thought
that by his power the Guru had witheld the
flow of money. They departed the Durbar in
displeasure and did not turn up for service next
day? and the San gat waited for them. One man
went to call them, another followed and yet
another, but they said, that they were not
coming.

Thus they remained obstinate and it was
getting late and the 'Sangat' had to wait. Now
Nanak II would go himself. He was very lowly
and did not mind going to 'dooms' to
reconsile offence, if any. On the other hand,
Satta and Bahvand never thought themselves so
indispensable, as when they saw the Guru at
their door. Instead of repentance, it increased
their arrogance all the more. The Guru said to
them: O my brethern, what has happened.
Come, the Sangat is waiting !
They answered: We are not going again for
service. W e are ill fed- we are ill paid. Engage
some one else. Then thou wilt see, how the
crowds dwindle down to nothing. Then thou wilt
know our worth. Thus they went on that way

*

*
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and said several things which were most
insolent-most insulting and which the Guru bore
he
Since
they
took
up
this
attitude
with grace.
3
was going back, when they made another attack,
and that upon Nanak, the Guru of the Guru,

*

v

They said: Thou forget that it was the
music of Mardana which maintained Nanak on
Gadi and made him what he became. Otherwise
who cared for him. That was too much. All
the Guru bore with
attacks against hims
patience but the blasphemy uttered against his
Guru, he did not tolerate and cursed th*
minstrels which made the hair of those who heard
stand up. The words were thus pronounced:
ungrateful wretches, ye have blasphemed the
great Guru. Mark my words. Leprosy will
strike thee, and if any one would come to me
asking pardon for thec t I will cause him to be
blackened from head to foot, a garland of shoes
put round his neck, and set on a donkey face
backward to be ltd round the city
)

*

*

•

*

After this the Guru returned to the Durbar
and addressing the assembly said, that any two
men among them should take up the instruments
for service. At this two men from the assembly
came forward, who had never before touched
the instruments in their lives. No doubt it was
•

1
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not their art, bat so beautifully did they play
their part, that all said that the present was
better than the past. They s;mg too and so sweetthat the audience was one applause and
exclaimed with one voice o Guru, great art
thou; for they knew that it was his power which
was working in the novices-

w

>

•

As for Satta and Balwand, now they knew
what it was to be without the Guru, All credit
gone ? in its place was disgrace. Yesterday they
were so great; today there was nothing but a
hymn of hate. The accursed of the Guru became the outcaste of society. Men started aside
at their sight- Sweetness fled from their voice
for the prophet of God had spoken against them
Lepiosy found out its victims and struck them
with vengeance. They roamed in every direction,
shunning men and shunned by them. Even
subsistence became impossible. Appeals were
made for mercy, for they knew that
their sin
was great, the Guru's mercy was greater still and
Nanak was the most forgiving man : the world
Some men pitied them in this state 3 but] no one
dared go to the Guru for that, as th punishment
to the advocate was so great and oi
ch a
nature that everybody recoiled from the venture
And Satta and Balwand were suffering from th<

*

> «
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worst form of leprosy with no one to listen to
them.
*

One hope remained, one more. Ladha was
still alive at Lahore. This Sikh had seen the
Saviour and sat at his feet, and into th> teachings of Nanak had drunk deep. The sole aim of
his life was the service of his fellowmen and anything any one asked him, he would do, what he
could do, so much so that it came to be said ot
him, that a request made to him was never refused. Now to him the lepers went to sound if he
was willing to plead their cause bdore the Guru.
He accepted ; they expected.

A

» *

As much as anybody else, he knew what
awaited him, who would go to the Guru for
Satta and Balwand, but in doing good, cost
never counted with Ladha. He made himself
of no honor and forgot himself entirely. The
punishment which the Guru had announced to
inflict on the advocate of the condemned
minstrels, he inflicted it upon himself. With
his own hands, he blackened his body from top
to toe and put a garland of shoes round his neck.
Thus arrayed, and taking the lepers with him,
Ladha mounting a donkey with his face towards
its tail, set out for Khadur.
His appearance upset every thing in the way.
Ho ! ho ! cried the passeis by. Mea in the fields
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to
see
him
pass.
Women
came
stopped worl
Ladha
ht
to
witness
the
funny
out of house
business.
Arrived
at
It
was
nobody
went on
.
Khadur, he made the round of the town and
every
lane
throu
passed
ed
by
crowd
folio
dgement
street
before
he
appeared
at
th
j
an
i
of
Nan
sea
th
read
the
matchless
story
in
Pag
o
As w
f history-5 we confess we are much impressed
ivm
th
ffect
t>
What would have been th
It
is
recorded
that
Nanak
II
came
out
picture
the
arms
th
Ladha
is
in
him
to rece
How
happy
to
be
embraced
by
Saviou
Guru.
fo
Pardon,
O
sire,
pardon
Said Lad!
?
And
for
Ladha's
sake,
for
Sikhs
err
always.
the
,
the
Guru
pardoned
the
e
Imad
acrifice
the
minstrels on th pot Once more
Satta
and
Balwand
were
musicians
sounded
The
Guru
said
that
as
they
would
once more
hymns
to
the
praise
of
Nanak
with
lip
sing
would
leprosy
the
hich
uttered
blasphemy
3
w
them.
But
they
were
no
poets
and
the
m
temporarygift of poetry was bestowed upon them.
The ode uttered by them in atonement and
thanksgiving is found in the Sikh Scripture and a
para of it is given belo w
&

*

4*

*

)

Again the true Guru, hath let us live in Khadur
Divine worship, penance and austerities.

t»
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With thee abide, and thou hast overcome pride.
Men are ruined by greed as water by slime
Thou art that sea, whose bottom none can find
The treasury of all blessings is God's name
And thou art overfilled with the same,
He who blasphemeth thee goeth to pieces
The people of this world are short sighted,
Put far seeing art thou
Again the true Guru hath let us live in Khadur again

Ladha received the
(philanthropist) and with
in the Sikh history. He
drawing forth from the
beautiful words;

a

title of
Pampkari'
this title, he is known
became the means of
the
following
Guru
9

The best devotion is the rememberance of true name.
The best act is philanthropy. Without both of
these accursed" is human birth. He merely
vegetateth and heedeth not what is best for him.
He is a beast without tail or horn and vain is his
advent into the world. At the last moment
myrmidons of death shall firmly sieze him and
he shall depart grieving with empty hands.
Almsgiving, penance and sacrifices are not equal
to philanthropy. Of the various sins that man
commits, none is worse than selfishness.
(Translation by Dr. Annie Besant)

*

*

/

*

acU
If thou art fond of playing with love
Come to my street with head in hand.
Once thou set foot on this path
Let the head go but shrink not.
Verses in Waran Toon Wadhik, Nanak

When men came to Nanak for discipleship
this was the first condition. Ifthey accepted
him ii they were fond of him, if they loved him,
let each of them come with head in hand ? ready
to offer on demand. Until that was done • the
discipleship was none.
>

*

There is no one who does not like to have
Nanak, but the price is heavy and you want him
cheap! Well, you can't have him at that
In
clear words, he has stated his own price ; he
wants your head and nothing in its stead Make
your choice. The offer is open. Accept it or
reject iU Do as you please. One thing is
imperative indeed. Once you enter his street y
there must be no retreat. Once on that track,
there is no going back. Our Captain wants
courageous men and no cowards in his army#
Examine yourself. If you are not strong enough

*

4»
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will
trial
s
d^n't bluff and stand back. In his way
face
them
but
don't
come,5 difficulties will meet,
At
the
call,
retreat. The early Sikhs did not.
When
challenged,
they
fought
they gave all.
one
fought
belore.
They
were
for faith, as no
•
b
u
t
l
s
t
o
o
d
butchered, burned and bricked alive
never
lookin
face to face towards the Guru,
If
hundreds
died,
thousands
the
fight.
back in
could
not
O,
it
filled their places with delight.
be otherwise. Why? Because the Gurus showed
For
themselves how to die. Is not that true?
that, a single illustration would do.
•

d

In the second half of the seventeen century
a reat emperor was resolute to make an end of
Hinduism,3 because the Hindus were Kaffits and
of
to tolerate them was against the dictates
Qoran. Aurangzeb offered them the alternative
of death or Islam. A wave of persecution spread
hich
India had not
w
over the land, the like o
The Hindus w ho
witnessed before or after
refused Islam were put to sword, their temples
were turned into mosques or razed to the ground
wherever
and their sacred oooks burjied,
found.

*

*

In straits, some learned among them^ went
to the Mahadev temple in Kashmere, and
threw themselves before the idol, taking no food?
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It
is
showed
them
the
way
out.
until the o
said that seeing tfieir plight, the go spoke from
The
head
of
a
holy
man
said
*
the stone and
must need be sacrificed to end the reign o
oppression and Teg Bahadar is the holiest man
Go
to
the
Guru.
Either
the
Hindus
arth.
on e
or his head must fall,
the
Danger, difficulty, death stared them in
knaw
but
they
took
courage,
since
they
face
From
Kashmere
they
came
where to go for aid
Anandpur
and
told
their
tale
of
woe
before
to
they
said
too
said
What
Mahadev
the Guru.
was
man
holy
Without sacrifice of the
it
must
impossible for Hinduism to survive;
sat
At this time, the illustrious son of Nanak IX
is
holier
than
Wh
father
by, and he said to hi
crifice
The
thee and the cause is worth the
gratified
and
to
the
deputation
he
Guiu was ]
t
Go
and
tell
the
king
that
if
he
was
replied
upon the conversion of the Hindus, let him first
of all begin with me. I Do that, and 1 am coming
4

So they did. At Dehli they saw Aurangzeb
and laid before him their case, adding that if Islam
the Guru would embrace^ the same they would
do without ado. In the execution of his plans,
Aurangzeb brooked no interference and when he

*

*

*
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saw the Guru in his way, he ^determined to
disp se him of without delay.
On his side, Nanak IX knowing well that his
hour was come, started on his mission. Do you know
what was the name, his father gave him at his
birth. Teg Bahadar: The brave of the swordNo Guru, no Guru's son, bore name like that
before. It was written on high that he should
die by the sword as a sacrifice for the oppressed
humanity and it was foreknown to Nanak VI,
his father, when he gave him the name of
Teg Bahadar. The Guru was going to Dehli to
prove that name as true.
_

,

*av^

v_> V.J. v*

w

^

V

* * ,

There was no strategy known to his superior
wisdom, which Aurangzeb did not employ and no
ruse which he did not use, to wean away the
Guru from the Hindus, and bring him on his
side. At first he tempted him with titles, Jagirs
and everything the Guru desired to have. Then
he appealed to him from another point of view*
that the existence of two nations caused friction
in his dominion and o remove that, he wanted
one religion instead of two, But God wished
otherwise, He waited three instead of two. How
was Aurangzeb to believe that. The Guru called
or a maund of peppers. These were brought

i
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pounded, sieved and sifted and the result was
three w hole Tb
was
mistake in the count
But bigotry had so knotfed his eyes, that the
tyrant could not see what was made manifest by
God in his own way.
.

At last
made the Guru to understand that
one of the two thing
he
have t
eith
should give up the cause of the Hindus or die for
it
The mind of the Master w made up H
had counted the cost and was ready to pay it
with lif
Tears started into many eye at the
prospect of the murderous work. The Guru was
so good and he was so holy that no one could
bear to think that he be put to death. Even
among the Mohamadans, the pious shuddered
at the idea, and Aurangzeb's daughter prayed
her father to stay his hand, spare the Guru and
avert the doom w hich would overtake the
empire, but without effect.
*

:
*

*

Go to the Imperial Delhi and gaze at the
'Sis Ganj Gurdwara' where the great sacrifice
was made. How many Hindus go there z nd sec
what he did for them and their fathers in the
darkest day of their history. He died that they
may live* To those who bemoaned the impending
loss, he said: This earthen vessel of mine must
•

*

r
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break to pieces today or tomorrow. What a
of
it
cometh
in
the
service
blessed thing
humanity. Why not break it on the head of the
tyrant.
On the fifth of Magh in the Sambat year
1732 (1675 A.D) Nanak IX was beheaded- Nature
put on an angry phenomana atonce. The sky
great
was darkened and the earth quaked.
storm swept over the place, and convinced
was
the oppressed populace that the sacrifice
heard in heaven. Was it not? What does
history say ?
The empire of the Moguls died at Dehli
that day when Nanak IX was beheaded
it
and Aurangzeb was its last emperor
continued for some years more, it was like the
flickering of the lamp about to go out for ever,
it was to make the ruin more complete.

x

*

»

Great causes are won by great sacrifices and
those who shrink from them, have no right to
interfere with the profession of a Sikh, for Nanak
said:
If thou art fond of playing with love
hand
Enter my street with head
Once thou set foot on this path
Let thy head go but shrink not
>

Nanak
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First accept death, and give up all desire to live
Be the dust of all and then come to me.
Nanak V.
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What a Sikh is he, whose heart does not
thrill at Kartatpur, where Nanak lived and
died. After preaching to the people in the
countries of Asia for thirty years, he came here
to pass the closing days of his earthly life, The
thoughtful pilgrim as he walks over this place
once trodden by the Guru of Gurus, cannot but
feel that he is on the holy ground. The corn
covered fields of Kartarpur on the banks of the
Ravi, call back to his mind the days gone by, when
Nanak sowed and plowed them. He laboured
for his living.

•
}

*

The ancients looked to followers for support.
To live on their earnings was their vainglorious
boast. Every sort of work was looked down as
derogatory to dignity. Nanak's manner of living was quite the contrary. He believed in the
dignity of labour, toiled for his bread and
considered it the only way to be fed That is
the reason that where he went, he instructed
men to earn their living honestly and he would
not fall short of what He taught. What to

n

*
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say of others, the Gurus enjoined upon their
sons to trade or till the land, and not to soil their
hands, with offerings which came from pilgrims
and were meant for them.
*

;

To tell some of the Guru, who twisted hemp
for his livelihood is strange, yet it is a true
account of Nanak II that he made ropes for the
same. And Nanak III depended on the use o
axe and split wood to earn his food. To see
the Guru, Akbar came to Goindwal. Fame had
informed him of the treasures which flowed at
his feet, and what he saw with his eyes confirmed the reports he had received. Everything
was in plenty; nevertheless the Guru's food was
scanty. Akbar's astonishment increased, on
learning that the Guru laboured for his feed.
When he partook of that which the Guru ate, he
could not but confess that he had not tasted anything as delicious in all his life.

There is a kind of religion which does no
work and ied by sloth, fattens itself on fraud. Its
centre is at the sacred places, the centre of
Indian inactivity. Think of millions of men
doing no work and living in idleness, quoting
books and singing songs and not knowing what
was real religion, except that they had good
meals and sweet Sardain every day. How

*

f
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many a famine would have been saved to this
country, if these men had done their duty. What
is Nanak's verdict on them.

>

•

He singeth songs while devoid of knowledg
The hungry becometh a Mullah
And converteth his house into a mosque
Another becometh a drone. getteth his ears pierced,
Turneth a Faqir, and loseth self-respect.
Whoso calleth himself Guru or Pir
And goeth a begging
Touch not his feet at all.
He who earneth his bread in sweat of brow
And giveth something out of it.
That man, O Nanak, knoweth the real path.
Verses in Sarang Ki Var. Nanak I.
*

These good for nothing take up the cloak of
religion as means of livelihood. Some become
Mullas, others becom Yog
The aim is the
same. Do you know the drones of the beehive ?
These men arc of that type They would not
work and eat the earnings of the active members
of society. Beware of them and touch not their
feet for they are very cheats. They are not
Gurus or Pirs, they claim themselves to
They are beggars Mark them as such Th
really religious earn their bread and out of y
give something to those that are unfit They
alone know the way. So does iN anak say
»

*
•

Nanak IV was out for a walk with his
disciples. They saw a snake on the road side,
infested with ants and writhing in agonies. The

r
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disciples asked the Guru the cause of the trouble
to the reptile. The Guru said Th snake was
a man in previous birth and he was the leader
of men, but he knew not the path himself and
lived upon their earnings and now they were
eating into him. Let the false leaders tremble
lest the same fate overtake them too.

i

*

I

>

%
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Oman.

From ages past, man has treated woman as
an outcast. Go to any country J read bookssacred or profanc-the story is the same. It is she
who tempted the first Adam on earth. It is she,
who caused the disfigurement of the god Indra*
It is she, who ruined Rawana, the King of Lanka.
She is bad. From her no good can be had. That
is what every one said.
*

What to say of the general public, even the
great ones of the earth were hardly fair in her
case
Some openly spoke gainst her, others
slighted her with their singl lives. The result
was a disaster. Guided by them, men in millions
hated the scantity of family life and fled to
forests. To the Pythogorian Greek, the Christian
monk, the Muhamadan faqir, the Hindu yogi, the
Budhist bhikhshu, the very sight of a womae
was as that of a Satan and to associate with her
was regarded a horrible sin. Alone of all, Nanak
took up her cause and uttered the following
verses on her behalf
•

9

•

%

Man is conceived in woman, from woman he is bora
And woman is demanded
marriage
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With woman friendship is formed
And with woman the world goeth on.
When woman dieth, another is sought
She is the bond with the world.
Why call her bad, who gave birth to great meii
Out of woman, woman is born
And without woman there is none.
Without woman, O Nanak,
_...
There is only the True one.
Verses in Asa Ki War. Nanak I.

What cog >nt arguments does the Guru
give in her defense What tribute is paid to
woman in the above verses. But her defense
was not confined to words only. Nanak did
what he said. If the Shastras declared it an
unholy alliance, Nanak married and had two
sons by Sulakhani. If the sacred books required
renunciation even from a householder in the last
stage of life, he chose that very period to live
in the midst of his family and children. If the
religious assemblies strictly forbade the presence
of women, the Guru admitted her to his discourses and the verses addressed to women are
the finest among his words.
Purda was divorced and no purda woman
was permitted in the Guru's Darbar. History
•ays that Sawan Mai, the bishop of Kangra, came
with the Raja and Ranis of that place and sought
interview with the Guru. In the case of royalty
purda was strictly observed and all Kanis went

K
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veiled. Nanak III gave permission subject to
the condition, that no veiled woman be brought
before him. It was duly communicated and all
ladies removed their burqas except one. She
persisted in going before the Guru with her veil
and when the Guru saw her, he said: Who
brines here this mad woman. At these words
reason fled from her and she ran away from the
Darbar and vanished. They searched in all
directions for days, but there was no trace o
her and finally the Raja had to give up and
back to Kangra minus one. Months after she
was found, brought before the Guru and by his
blessing restored to senses. She was married to
a disciple and passed the rest of her life in the
service of 'Sangat* (public)
The list of wrongs inflicted on her by maia
is a long one. She was bought and sold, like
any other article of the household, and he who
had the money may get the fairest one for himself though he be old, infirm and maimed. It was
an occasion like that where a greedy father had
sold his daughter that brought forth the strongest condemnation from the Guru ;
-

*

The sale of girls and the slander of ©thers.
Are two heavy sins ;
Nanak, the sacrilege thereof will never leave
Even though he go on pilgrimages
To Kedari and the Ganges.

1 go
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These wrongs, however, paled before the
horrors of suttee and men of today cannot
imagine, to what extent it was then encourged,
enforced, approved and applauded by a corrupt
priesthood. It is again the Guru who comes to
her rescue and tells her :
In imitation of each other, she burnetii herself.
She sliall not meet the husband thereby.
But suffer many a transmigration.
Were she to live in peace and contentment
And obey the will of the Lord.
That Sutti shall have nothing to fear
From the myrmidons of death.
Verses in Gori Goareri. Nanak V.

To attack abuses and go against the establishcustom
of
ages
called
for
great
boldness
and
e
the Gurus sometimes received sneering for that.
On return from Kashmir Nanak VI passed
through Gujrat. Shah Dola was then alive and
the Guru took the opportunity to see the man of
God. On his side the faqir conscious of the
honor done to him, came out in all lowlijicss to
greet the Guru, but the Gujratis behaved
differently. They had expected to see in him a
greater Shah Dola, dressed faqir like, with a long
rosary in hand ; to their amazement they saw a
Guru riding upon a magnificent charger with
swords on either side of him, and marching at
the head of a large retinue, with family, children ?

*
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horses and palanquins. That a man be a prophet
of God and yet have wife, sons and ail that told
of wealth was foreign to their idea of religion

Hence they jeered and sneered, shah Dola
was ashamed- embarrassed and indignant at the
conduct of his countrymen. Quite aside of the
fact that his visitor was the great Guru, it was a
bad thing to do and he sai I to him that he
should not mind the misconduct o hi men 7 for
they knew not what they were doing then.

Wife said Nanak VI, 'wife is character,
wealth is maintenance and son mark on the
earth. Shah Dola is a faqir of God, but Gujrat
is of jokers' (Aurat email beta nishan 3 I Dolat
Gujrat
faqir
Sain
Dola
da.
Shah
gujran
maskharian di» )
i
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What the Gurus said they did, That is why
men hun about them and listened to everything
they said.
Nanak declared that that man
he
hould
sit
on
the
throne
who
was
fit
for
it
s
?
said it for the whole world, even his own house,
his sons
There was no exception to the rule.
were found unworthy, he put them aside and
fit
was
adi
to
a
stranger
because
he
ave his
Many
odd
thing
to
do.
was
an
That
for it.
said he was an eccentric person, not caring for
bis own. But the Guru bad the spirit of fairness.
Son or stranger, selection went by merit.
And his successor did the same, when his
turn came. He too passed over his sons and
selected another man for the office. And what
did Datu think of that? The son was indignant
©f course. Amar Das was so ordinary, this man
from Goindwal who used to do menial work,? this
man was singled out by his father for the Gadi.
might
body
else
How unjust that was. Any
submit to it, but not Datu. And his wife chided
him daily for having lost his heritage without
an effort, and urged him to occupy the temple

*
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by force. Once in possession of it, the* disciples
would come there as a matter of course, and his
gadi would be established.
One> day she inflamed his feelings to such an
extent that Datu went directly to the Gurdwa
w here the Guru sat in meditation, at the head of
the congregation. Coming from behind, and
without warning of any kind; he gave the Guru
such a violent kick that the latter fell down from
his Gadi on the floor below.
»

4

What do you think the Guru did, when he
recovered himself. He siezed the foot that
smote him and began rubbing it gently with his
hands while saying to Datu : Forgive me, O my
have
brother ; I am old and my bones must
hurt thy foot.
Think of it ! Think of the Guru asking
but
for
th
done
forgiveness not for the wrong
wrongs received H ways were all the more
only ways,
glorious, because they were not
H could have
All power was vested in him
swept away Datu from th face of earth
word, a look, a glance was enough to see Datu
beaten to death on the spot but that word wa
that
glance
never uttered, that look never g
?
never cast. He loved everybody too* much, to
hurt or destroy him. When the disciples rose to
j

1
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sieze Datu, he stood between them and said to
them not to forget the fact that Datu was their
Guru's son and worthy of respect. He left the
temple to him and every thing else he had and
himself retired to wilderness.
Can goodness go any farther. Tell me, if history
ancient or modren, records anything more manly,
more sublime. Nanak III appeared never so
reat as when at Datu's feet, begging pardon for
the kicks received. If any further proofs were
needed as to which of the two was fit for the gadi t
son ©r stranger, this very incident was furnishing
it.
Worse was Datu for the afiair„ For him
there was nothing but disgrace. No one liked
to see his face. Now he knew that it was not the
temple which made the Guru, but the Guru
which made the temple, a place of pilgrimage.
Now empty was the all too crowded Goindwal
and the temple was a sealed sanctuary Nobody
went there, because light had gone out from
the lonesome place. Crowds went to wilderness
where the Guru was.
Although the Guru returned good for evil,
yet the foot that smote him was afflicted with
pain as if some Punitive power had avenged the
outrage. Datu went to the best of physicians but

RETURN GOOD FOR EVIL

155

nothing availed and the time came that it was
with great difficulty he could move. At last he
went to Nanak V and by his blessing released
from pain, which for years had made him lame.
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Once a man came to Nanak
at Amritsar
and asked him what a Sikh should be. Go to
Bhai Bhekhari at Gujrat and see what a Sikh
should be : Said he. The man proceeded to Gujrat,
as he was a seeker after truth and not one of
those who ask questions merely to hear answers
and nothing more. On arriving there, he went to
Bhekhari's house and found it in festivities. The
c
the
halwais*
girls were singing marriage songs9
were making sweets, the tailors were making
dresses, for there was the marriage of Bhekhari's
son. The latter too was sewing something, and
the stranger looked at him and looked around,
for the garment in Bhekhari's hand was but the
shroud, which was used for the dead, while
every thing there toid of marriage in the house.
The puzzled man could not restrain himself
asking the host as to what it was that he was
making.
Wait <x nd see, was the reply he received and
the man could not guess, what was coming next.
In due course the marriage took place 9 but
hardly a week had gone by, when the boy died-
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They who have suffered it, know the blow, which
befalls a father whose young son, so soon after
marriage, is snatched away by death. And yet on
r> hekhari it had no Effect.
Marriage and death
came to his door and left him as before. Amid
both, the Sikh was the same, as if nothing came.
Now the visitor from Amritsar was amazed 9
at the calmness Bhekhari displayed. There was
no room for doubt that the latter knew the
coming death of his son but knowing this why
did he permit the marriage to be done, That
needed explanation.
A

It is to an obedient heart that God reveals
his mysteries and those who undo His will, are not
favoured with foreknowledge of the coming events*
been pleased to foretell Bhekhari
If God
about the impending death of his son, the latter
made no effort to interfere with the course of the
events. On the contrary, he justified his trust
by preparing the shroud side by side with the
wedding dress, so that it was taken out ready at
the proper hour. With his own hands, did he
wrap in it the body of his son and then had the
funeral service done. Bhekhari went faither.
In thanksgiving to God, he distributed 'Kara
parshad' (Pudding) for the return of His trust

to Him.

158

THE TEACHINGS OF NANAKS

The death of his son did not affect him at
all, for he took everything as a trust from God
and himself a trustee of it. All he had, he had
from him. He himself owned no single thing.
To his guest, he repeated the following verses of
the Guru:
Ten things man taketh from Him
And putteth them behind.
Failing to get one more
He is offended in his mind.
If God were not to give that one
And even take away ten.
Say what can do the stupid then
With Whom no force can avail.
Salute that Lord without fail.
To whose heart God hath become sweet
All happiness that man hath received
Whom He maketh His order to obey
That man, Nanak, obtaineth blessings by wholesale
God is the king of countless things,
To every man He giveth His own capital.
Man eateth, drinketh, useth, enjoyeth it
And maketh merry.
If the King were to call His trust back,
The foolish getteth angry at that.
Thereby he loseth his trust and that himself
And no more trust is put in him.
Were he to place before Him,
To whom the thing belongeth
And obey the will of God with his heart.
God will make him prosperous

\
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Four times more than before.
O Nanak, the Sahib is merciful always.
Verses in Sukhmani. Nanak V.

The visitor trom Amritsar went back to the
Guru, bowed his head and said: Great art thou,
and great are thy Sikhs.
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The disciples asked the Guru as to what was
Gurmukh and what Manmukh and Nanak
proceeded to a parable in order to describe the
traits of the two and said: Once upon a time, two
travellers happened to meet on journeys, One
was Gurmukh and the other Manmukh, The
latter said to the former: Henceforward we will
travel together, and Gurmukh replied; As thou
please O my brother. Journeying on, they passed
by a river and Gurmukh said that he was thirsty
and wanted to drink water, but Manmukh replied
that that water was no good and that they would
dine and drink as soon as they found a well. So
they went on till they came upon a well but it was
a broken one. Then Manmukh said to Gurmukh;
First help me go down into it, and I will do the
same with thee. Thereupon
means o his
turban, Gurmukh lowered Manmukh into the
well and after he had a drink, pulled him up.
But when it came Gurmukh's turn, Manmukh
let him down and as he reached the water, he
*

•

;
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/

let go his hold of him nd left him there to
with his goods
die and himself made o
od in the
Gurmukh clung for support to a wood
well and prayed his God for help.
r

Now this well was near unto a city, where
lived a Raja of great dignity. And on the well
nest ? and
was tree,? where a bird had built
ii too came there at night to
a serpent and a
rest That night as they talked, the serpent
asked the genii as to where he passed is day.
dav with
The genii replied ; I pass my time
am in
with whom
th princess of this
love and the Raja has given out that he who will
cast me out should have the princess for his wife
and half his kingdom also and though many a
man tried their best, yet I am not dispossed

leav her J th e
Can no one make the
serpent rejoined. None, except one were to
burn near me the droppings of the bird on this
tree J for its smell is so intolerable to me that
will flee.
Then the genii enquired of the serpent as
to where he passed his day. The serpent aid
the suburb of the city there are ruins, where
are buried the treasures of a king of seven
climes and it is there that I spend my day time*
The genii said: Is there nothing to make thee
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answered
serpent
The
leave the treasures
of
Nothing except one were to throw the blood
blind
a black goat upon me which will make me

Such was the talk which took place between
and
Gurmukh
had
heard
everything
they
the two
When
the
day
dawned,
some
pass2rs
by
said.
Then
Gurmukh
heard his cries and rescued him
praised God for his deliverance and taking some
^droppin
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^of^ th
^ ^ ^bird,
^ ^ ^ made
^ ^ ^ ^ ^his
^ ^way
^ ^ | c i t y w ar d.
Having known from men there, that the princess
he
went
to
the
palace
was possessed by a genii,
the
and said to the gate keepers to report to
who
had
the
remedy
Raja, that a man was come
howed
him
to
to cure his daughter. And they
who
said
to
Gurmukh
that
she
should
the Raj
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^
I
his
Ikingbe hers for the cure, together with half J
Oi
Then
they
took
him
into
the
chamber
dom ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^
^ ^
the sick where Gurmukh burned the droppings
and as their fumes came to the princess, the genii
uttered a great cry and fled to return no more to
her At this there were rejoicings in the land
his
wedded
the
Raj
and true to his word
daughter to Gurmukh and gave half his kingdom
for
his
Go
And
Gurmukh
thanked
well
prosperity and began to pass his days happily*
Sometime afterwards while in his princely
robes, he was passing through the bazzar one day
he saw a man, and seeing him went instantly to
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him, pressed him to his bosom and asked his
welfare. It was the same Manmukh, who left
him in the well to perish and made off with his
goods. Gurmukh took him to his palace and
entertained him much and showed him so many
favours that men wondered who was the stranger
that received so much attention from their
Raja's son in law. They asked Manmukh for that
and he replied that it was a secret which must
not be said to any one. At last when he found
people very much anxious to know it, he said to
them that their Raja's son in law was a man of
his village, and a sweeper in truth, and all the
favours shown to him were to close his mouth.
After this, Manmukh slipped away. And
men believed what he said and grieved that
their Raja were to wed the princess without
knowing who he was. The reports reached the
Kaja and he mourned for what he had done and
because of disgrace he shut himself in his palace9
and was ashamed to show his face. H wished
he were dead and took to a broken cot for bed
and will not eat bread, nor drink water. And
from the Rani, Gurmukh enquired as to what
had happened to the Raja, The Rani said how
greatly he had afflicted them all and since his
low birth was known,7 the Raja had taken to a
broken cot and was keeping a ff ast unto death.
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Then Gurmukh remembered his God and the
serpent's reference to the treasure came
to
his thoughts. The next morning, taking some
servants and beasts of burden together with a
black goat- Gurmukh set out for the ruins, where
he traced the serpent guarding the treasures. Wher
the blood of the black goat was thrown on it 9
it took to flight. The spot where the serpent sat
was dug up and so much treasure was found which
was not in the possession of Raja himself. When
men saw loads of gold and precious stone ?,|they
said that verily Gurmukh was descended of grea t
kings and rhe reports spread against him was false
The Raja's joy there at was great so that he
retired and gave his Gadi to Gurmukh
Now Gurmukh began to reign and it
happened that Manmukh came again. Gurmukh
was a good man and thought not of the evil
done to him but did good in return. And as he
took him to his palace
found Manmukh gam
once more and entertained him as before.
And Manmukh asked him to tell him truly,
how he attained that dignity. The Gurmukh
replied that he was indebted to him for all that
he became and that how when he left him in
the well, he heard the conversation between the
genii and the serpent which made him cure the
get
princess
discover the treasure and
>
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the Gadi. On hearing this, it came to
Manmukh's mind that he may go also to the
well, and hear the talk between the genii and
the serpent as well, which may make him as
great as Gurmukh was.
V

So he asked leave of Gurmukh to go home,
but the latter said that he must not go, and
should always remain with him, as he was the
cause of his good fortune, but as Manmukh persisted, Gurmukh let him go and loaded him with
much money and presents. Instead of going
home, Manmukh came to the well, that very
well where he had left Gurmukh to die, and
lowered himself down into it to hear the talk of
the dwellers there at night.

Night fell and from the tree, the bird saw
Manmukh in the well and said to the genii
that that man who heard their secret talk and
used against him and the serpent before, was in
the well once more. As soon as the genii heard
the words of the bird, he rose in rage, fell upon
Manmukh, tore him into pieces and threw these
into the fields around. Thus did it befall
Manmukh.

Next day, the beasts laden with treasure
and finding no one to lead them strayed back to
the town.
Seeing them
Gurmukh was
alarmed at the fate of his friend and went in
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search of him and found his limbs scattered in
the fields, which he brought to the town and
performed the funeral rites with due ceremony.
Then adding more treasure to that already
bestowed,? he sent it all to Manmuk's kith and kin.
Such are the traits of Gurmukh and Manmukh
and Nanak said that he who would be his disciple,
must act like Gurmukh and despite evil done,
should not cease to do good in return.
I
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