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FOREWORD
I am glad to publish this volume on the Civil Disobedience Movement
in the series " source Material for a History ot Freedom Movement in
India " with special reference to Maharashtra. 1 cherish the belief that
the historians of the Freedom Movement, and particularly of the civil
disobedience in Bombay City and parts of present Maharashtra, will hnd
this volume highly usetul tor comprehending the depth and width of the
movement. I may be justified in cherishing such a belief because the
documents contained in the volume were hitherto unpublished and inaccessible to historians due to official restrictions of secrecy. Even after
the closed period for official records was reduced from fifty to thirty years,
these documents art stilli not available to hostorians either by way of
archival material in the Maharashtra Government Archives or direct
access to the records of the Police Commissioner of Bombay or
Maharashtia's Director General of Police, except under a very special
permission of the Government. The hitherto unpublished documents
included in this volume are drawn from the hoards of either Bombay's
Police Commissioner or
Police
documents drawn from the National Archives of India, New Delhi and
Bombay Native Newspaper Reports.
Before speaking about the documents and the mode of their arrangemnt,
it may be apt to say a few words about the movement itself.
Gandhiji himself spoke of civil disobedience as a holy war, a fight to the
finish from which there could be no retreat, and possibly his own 'last
chance'. This was in reality not his last chance because he had another
one in 1942. Gandhiji's horoscope allegedly predicted that he would
die in 1930. But he disbelieved in the prediction. Rather he felt, and
very strongly, that if he did not launch a continental movement now*
violence might overwhelm public life and he might not be in a position
1
to guide the destiny of India as he wished. He was aware that civil
disobedience was a test of his leadership. For the Mahatma civil
disobedience was not merely a movement for the realisation of 'Purna
Swaiaj' as resolved by the Congress at Lahore (1929). It was for him
regeneration of society
order
expert
Working Committee (14-16 February 1930) to start civil
desired
He
be the sole decision maker on behalf of the Working
He expounded his message of Swaraj through Press interviews and his
writing in the Navajivan and Young India.
gurated
movement at Dandi in Surat district, and the inaugural coincided with
anniversary of the Rowlatt Satyagraha (6 April) which had culminated
Gan^hiji to Mahadev Desai, 9 and 25 April 1930, Collected Works cf
Gandhi, Vol. XLIJI, pp. 2J7, 32j.

Mahatma
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into the Jaliianwala Baug massacre. There at Dandi, a coastal village of
no importance, Uanamji picked up a lump of mud and. salt as a signal for
his breaking the salt laws. Tins symbolic gesture ignited a movement all
over India wh.ch shook the imperial power.
Prior to embarking on civil disobedience Gandhiji wrote a letter to
Lord Irwin, the Viceroy, as a 'sacred duty peremptory on a civil resister'
|pp 6-iOj. It was not intended to be a threat or an alarm but a sort of
plea and ultimatum to undo the wrong done by the British to India.
Gandhiji wrote that the plan through civil disobedience would be to
combat such evils as sampled out in the letter. He dispatched the letter
through a Young English friend Reginald Reynolds who believed in th.
Indian cause and the Gandhian way of non-violence and civil resistance
to achieve it.
Civil disobedience was simultaneously inaugurated all over India, but
the main ritual for Maharashtra was inaugurated at Juhu-Ville Parle under
the stewardship of Jamnalal Bajaj. There was tremendous enthusiasm
both among men and women. Congress leaders such as K. F. Nariman,
B. G. Kher, Shankarrao Deo, S. D. Jawadekar, Gocuibhai Bhatt,
Kishorelal Mashruwaila, G. V. Ketkar, Vasudeo Vithal Dastane, Dr. V. N.
Athalve, Anant Vasudeo Sahasrabuddhe and hundreds of others were
activating the masses for some time past. The Ville Parle camp eventually
became the centre for co-ordination of the movement in Maharashtra.
Several batches of Congress satyagrahis from almost all districts of Western
Maharashtra participated in the salt satyagraha at Ville Parle.
The salt satyagraha was more intense in the Bombay Presidency than
any other part of India. The main source of salt supply in this region
was sea salt made in the salt works owned or leased out by the
Government, the main works being at Dharasana, Chharvada and Wadala.
A series of raids on the Wadala salt depot was an important part of
salt satyagraha in Bombay. The raids at Wadala depot on 16 April,
18 May, 25 May and 1 June 1930 were spectacular. The raid on
1 June was the biggest in which nearly 15,000 volunteers participated
under the leadership of Mrs. Lilavati Munshi and Mrs. Harnam Kaur.
Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya was arrested in the earlier raid.
i

*

The people of Maharashtra won a great moral victory in the first
phase of the righteous war by Gandhiji by maintaining perfect peace in
the iace of grave provocation by Government authorities. Not a day
passed in Bombay City without the police indulgence in reckless lathi
charges for dispersing satyagrahi volunteers in peaceful formations.
However, the arrest of Gandhiji in the depth of midnight in a mysterious
manner (4-5 May) under the old and rusty Regulation of 1827 enacted
by the East India Company, introduced an element of violence \R the
movement in some areas. It was a blunder on the part of Government.
The immediate reaction to this unjust action was the riots at Sholapur
wh'ch ushered in the Martial Law in that town. There were harrowing
news of the wanton firing on the people in Sholapur. Besides many
killed in firing, Mallappa Dhanshetti, Jagannath Jadhav, Shrikisan Sarada

Hi

and Kuruban Hussain were sentenced to death, although the Judges
(jittered with regard to the sentence.
Besides the violation of salt regulations, civil disobedience assumed
the form oi torest satyagraha, picketing of foreign cloth and liquor shops
and propagation of swadeshi goods and Khadi. The movement was most
intense in Bombay City, Bombay Suburban District, coastal arjeas,
ioona City, bholapur, Nasik, Jalgaon, and Satara districts of Western
Maharashtra, and Wardha, Nagpur, Axnravati and Akok districts of
Vidarbha.
Salt satyagraha was launched almost all over Maharashtra simultaneously.
At the apex there was the Maharashtra Civil Disobedience Committee
with G. V. Ketkar and Shankarrao Deo, its president an4 secretary,
icspectiveiy. They inducted hundreds of local leaders and volunteers in
every district. The first war council for Western Maharashtra was
appointed at Pune on 13 March 1930. Besides DQO and Jawadekar, the
other members of the war council were G. V. Ketkar of Pune,
Dr. V. V. Athalye of Satara, S. P. Patwardhan of Ratnagiri and
V. V. Dastane of Bhusaval. All of them rallied public opinion and
encouraged formation of war councils and satyagraha committees in all
districts. The activities of the above mentioned committee were directed
and executed by many leaders. A few names are mentioned below :
Gangadharrao Deshpande, Krishnaji Prabhakar Khadilkar, T. R. Deoginkar,
Narhar Vishnu Gadgil, Prof. Dharmanand Kosambi, Gajanan Narayan
Kaniikar, Achyutrao Sitaram Patwardhan, Appasaheb Patwardhan,
Achyut Balwant Koihatkar, J. M. Mehta, Lalji Pendse, R. N. Mandlik,
L. B. Bhopatkar, Damodar Vishwanath Gokhale, Dattatraya Nathoba
Wandrekar Popatial Shah, Shripad Shankar Navare, Kamaladevi
Chattopadbyaya, Prof. R. V. Rabade, Shrinivas Ganesh Sardesai, Vithal
Vasudeo Gokhale, Ramkrishnadas Buwa, Waman Pandurang Kabadi,
Govindrao Dharmaji
Vartak, Hanumant Ramchandra
Mahajani,
M. R. Gosavi, Vasudeo Govind Kulkarni, Annasaheb Phulambrikar,
Kundanmal Sobhachand Firodiya, K. R. Sumant, Dr. Krishnarao
Antrolikar, Pandit Shivprasad Sharma, S. M. Joshi, Nanasaheb Gore,
Dattatraya Balkrishna Kalelkar, Narayan Sitaram Phadke, Pandurang
Sadashiv Sane, V. G. Ketkar (Tilak's son-in-law), H. V. Tulpule,
Dr. A. K. Bhagwat, Senapati Bapat, N. C. Kelkar, J. S. Karandikar,
Keshavrao Marotrao Jedhe, Annasaheb Shinde, P. K. Shiralkar,
G. S. Palsule, D. V. Divekar, Baburao Bhide, S. G. Ranade, Appasaheb
Apte, Haribhau M. Joshi, Tarkateertha Laxmanshastri Joshi, Sakhavalkar,
Vinoba Bhave, Veer Wamanrao Joshi, Dr. Narayan Bhaskar Khare,
Moreshwar Vasudeo Abhyankar, Nilkanth Ramrao Deshmukh, Purushottam
Balwant Gole, R. S. Ruikar, Brijalal Biyani, Poonamchand Ranka,
Pandit Sunderla.1, Pandit Bhagwandin, M. S. Aney, Mrs. Durgabai Joshi,
Dr. Balkrishna Shivram Munje, Keshaorao Baliram Hedgewar, Purushottam
Yeswant Deshpande, Ramrao Madhavrao Deshmukh, Anasuyabai Kale,
Dattatraya Ganesh Kale, Hari Vinayak Pataskar, Dhanji Nana Chaudhari,
Deokinandan Narayan, Ziprubuwa, Shankar Motiram Kabra, Sitaram
Bh
i Chnudhari, R. D. Bhoge, Appasaheb Ranadive, Anant Vasudeo
Sahasrabuddhe, V. B. Karnik, D. B. Karnik, etc.
-

IV

Tiie coastal districts gave an excellent account during the salt
satyagraha. Satyagraha camps were opened at bhiroda, Vengurla,
Katnagiri, Malwan, Mithbav and Kedi. Gangadharrao tDeshpande and
Appasaheb Patwardhan stirred the masses in Katnagiri district. Iney
were joined by the stalwarts like Deogirnkar, Dastane, S. G. Ranade,
Sakhuvalkar and Mir Shukrulla. In Raigad and Thane districts the battle
front was activated by R. N. Mandlik, Haribhau Joshi, Jamnadas Mehta,
Baburao Gokhale and Govindrao Vartak.
Shiroda kalt Satyagraha in Katnagiri district was a remarkable
event, it was a peaceiul demons ir an on of resistance against tne repressive
Government. There were several aspects of this satyagraha which
Ganamji was highly pleased to know. The largest contingent ol satyagrahis
came irom .bomoay, Jaigaon ana baiara. The non-violent crusaue oegan
under the leadership ol Appasaheb Patwardhan, S. D. Jawadekar,
Mamasaheb Deogirikar, Dr. Athalye, Vinayakrao Bhuskute, Dr. Lagu,
Annasaheb Dastane, Sitaram Bhauji Chaudhari, Dr. Dhaimanand Kosamoi,
Dr. bhagwat, Soman and Sahasrabuddhe. The police mercilessly beat
the volunieers, even the Red Cross men did not escape police beanng.
In Central Provinces and Berar the sait satyagraha was symbolic and
not widespread due to absence of salt works. The Berar Pradesh Congress
Committee inaugurated the Movement at Dahihanda in Akola district
on 12 April iy30. Volunteers prepared salt from a saline well at the
village and distributed it for sale throughout the region.
A war council established at Nagpur prepared ground for a mass
satyagraha. M. S. Aney joined the war council. Prominent Responsivists
like Dr. Munje, Ramrao Deshmukh and Dr. Hedgewar followed Aney.
The natural target in C. P. and Berar was forest regulations. Forest
satyagraha gathered momentum from June 1930. The Governor,
Sir Montagu Butler expressed fear and reported that the situation was
out of hand in Nagpur and Ju'bbulpur.
Leaders like Jamnalal Bajaj, Wamanrao
Moreshvar Abhyankar, P. B. Gole, Poonamchand
Nilkanthrao Deshmukh, Durgabai Joshi, S. T.
Ghatwai, Abbas Tyabji, P. Y. Deshpandc, etc.

Joshi, Brijalal Biyani,
Ranka, Dr. N. B. Khare,
Dharmadhikari, N. M.
activated public opinion.

Now a few words about the selection of the documents and theii
arrangement in this Volume. In the very nature of things, the publication
of documents pertaining to a history of freedom struggle can be the
outcome only of proper selection. There are thousands of documents and
Government reports pertaining to this important period in history. But
here in this volume only those, which are relevant for a study of the
political struggle against the British, have been selected. Even in the
selected documents it has seemed desirable, for me as Editor, either to
omit certain paragraphs or to select only extracts because of the irrelevance
or relevance to the theme of the series. In many cases where the portion
of a document is omitted, a line of asterisks has been inserted to indicate
where the excisions occur.

*

*
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In several cases the contents of the documents are brie% indicated in
the editorial notes printed in italics. I believe that these notes might
enable the reader to understand the context of the documents and the
importance of the event in Civil Disobedience Movement. The user of
this volume might also find the editorial notes on such topics as "Civil
Disobedience: A Crusade", " Genesis of the Movement", " Civil
Disobedience in Vidarbha" extremely useful. Indeed such an attempt
is being made for the first time in this series.
A great majority of the hitherto unpublished documents included in the
present volume are drawn either from the records in the offices of the
Commissioner of Police and the Director General of Police or the National
Archives of India or the Bombay Native Newspaper Reports of the
Government of Bombay. The principal categories of the selected
documents are, (i) the Daily Reports of Police Commissioner of Bombay
submitted to the Home Secretary of the Government of Bombay,
(ii) extracts from the Bombay Congress Bulletin, Revolt,
Vanguard,
Bombay Chronicle, Times of India and other bulletins and newspapers,
(iii) Police Abstracts of Intelligence, and (iv) extracts from the native
newspaper reports.
While I was initially predisposed towards a topical arrangement of the
documents, I came subsequently to a different conclusion. It occurred
that topical arrangement had inherent disadvantages. Even a strictly
chronological arrangement of all sorts of documents was not thought
plausible. Hence the arrangement of documents has been made in four
parts as under.
Part I—Daily Reports of Police Commissioner of Bombay.
Part II—Bombay Presidency Police Abstracts of Intelligence.
Part III—Central Provinces Police Abstracts of Intelligence.
Part IV—Reports on the Native Indian Newspapers in the Bombay
Presidency.
Each of the Parts begins with thq Editor's introductory note printed in
italics The documents in each Part are arranged in a chronological
order. In determination of the chronological order the date of dispatch
has been taken as basis except in the case of the Bombay Congress
Bulletin and other newsletters. In the case of these newsletters the date
of their being forwarded to Government by the Police Commissioner has
been taken as the basis of classification, irrespective of the date of
their issue.
Footnotes have been appropriately added to enable the user of this
volume to appreciate the role of concerned person or the event in question.
The user, it is believed, would find them informative and helpful in
further research.
The next period—a crucial period—of the Civil Disobedience Movement from October 1930 to April 1933 will be covered in the next Volume
No. XII. The highlights of this Volume will be the Round Table
Conference, Gandhi-Irwin Pact, resumption of the Movement and arrest
of leaders on 4 January 1932, the proclamation of Ordinances, ett.

vi
I am thankful to the Director General of Police, Maharashtra State ,
Commissioner of Police, Bombay ; Director of Maharashtra State Archives;
and Director of the National Archives of India, New Delhi for releasing
the necessary documents and records but for which this Volume would
not have seen the light of the day.
I shall be failing in my duty if I do not express my gratitude to
Dr. P. N. Chopra, Shri D. B. Karnik, Dr. A. P. Jamkhedkar and
Dr. Y. M. Pathan, members of the Maharashtra District Gazetteers
Editorial Board who scrutinised the material and made some useful
suggestions.
The collection of material from countless papers was a tremendous task.
However the same was achieved with the help of Deputy Editor
Shri S. K. Khilare and Assistant Research Officers Sarvashri S. S. Gaikwad,
R. S. Urade, R. S. Kumbhar and Smt. S. M. Kelkar. I was also assisted
at different stages of the work by Joint Editor Dr. V. N. Gurav ; Research
Officers Shri P. N. Narkhede, Mrs. M. S. Modikhane and Shri N. R. Patil:
and Assistant Research Officers Smt. N. S. Alawani, Sarvashri K. Z. Raul.
D. J. Nawadkar, V. B. Sangrulkar, R. R. Hanwatkar and the Administrative
Officer Shri P. S. Khobrekar. I am thankful to all of them.
Shri P. S. More, Director, Government Printing and Stationery ; and
Shri K. S. Banhatti, Manager, Government Press and Book Depot, Nagpur
and other staff of the Press also deserve many thanks for expeditious
printing of this Volume.

Bombay
2 October 1990.

K, K. CHAUDHARI
Executive Editor and Secretary
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CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE MOVEMENT
CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE: A CRUSADE
Mahatma Gandhi's continental campaign of Civil Disobedience against the
imperial Government in India was by for the most formidable challenge
to British authority in India. Unprecedented as it was, the movement
challenged the Governments moral authority and its power to control its
subjects. Even the Viceroy of India, Lord Irwin had to admit9 " Most
of my thought at the moment is concentrated upon Gandhi. I wish
I felt sure wfiat the right way to deal with him is". The Viceroy was
caught in the h%rns of a dilemma : he could neither arrest Gandhiji
without serious consequences, nor could allow the spread of the
movement throughout the country under the Mahatma's
inspiration.
Irwin's Director of Public Information later pointed out : the Viceroy
faced " a desperate dilemma".
He was trying for a successful Round
Table Conference to solve India's problem. The immediate arrest of
Gandhiji would have hampered these efforts. Gandhiji himself put
Irwin's dilemma as under : " The Government's plight is that of the
serpent which has swallowed a rat. It would find it hard to resort to
either course of action allowing me to remain out or putting me behind
the bars".
Gandhiji evoked a tremendous popular admiration which was never
before enjoyed by any Indian. His role in Indian politics was extraordinary, when seen against the barriers to national leadership created
by regional divisions and communal tensions, and by the lack of proper
mass media.
A correct evaluation of Civil Disobedience Movement can be made
from the following quotation :
" MAHATMA GANDHI embarked upon the Civil Disobedience Movement
with a sense of spiritual exaltation, guided not by reason but by inner
inspiration. He proclaimed the struggle as a holy war, a fight to the
finish from which there could be no retreat, and possibly his own
'last chance. It was 'this movement which was a crowning point in
terms, both of the establishment of his absolute but exalted leadership
and of the universal acceptance of the preaching of truth, non-violence,
fearless defiance of evil and Swadeshism. Even the wider world also
watched the satyagraha experiment with inquisitiveness as to whether the
Mahatma could score victory through truth and non-violence or would
prove to be a political twister. Judged through this angle, the movement
turned out to be a grand saga of stoic determination and peaceful
resistance against the mighty power on earth....It was an effort towards
the moral regeneration of society and the foundation of a new political
99 1
order .
*

%
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. K- K. Chaudhari, Maharashtra and Indian Freedom Struggle, (Government of
Maharashtra, Bombay, 1985,), p.79*
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Bombay Presidency was in the forefront of the movement from the
very beginning. Bombay city, which had played a vital role during the
Rowlatt Satyagraha, the Non-Co-operation Movement (and later the
Quit India Movement), was in the vanguard throughout Civil Disobedience.
Bombay's part in the movement was a model for the rest of India.
The thrust of the movement was so powerful that the Governor of
Bombay, Lord Sykes argued with Lord Irwin that the policy of treating
Civil Disobedience in Bombay Presidency, and Bombay City particularly,
should not be uniform throughout India und that it could not be dealt
under the ordinary laws. The Bombay Government tald the Government
of India that it considered the ordinary law insufficient to check violation
of the salt law, non-payment of land revenue, and picketing of liquor
shops and Brtish goods shops. They insisted that Government must act
swiftly to check the violation of laws and progress of the movement, to
protect the Government's prestige and to support the supporters of
Government. The Bombay Government also pressed for more executive
powers against the movement and for further assistance from Delhi.
The movement was certainly intense in Bombay, Gujarat, Pune, the
coastal districts of Maharashtra, and even the interior parts in the
province. Outside the Bombay Presidency, the only provinces where the
movement gained momentum were Bengal, Madras and the U. P.
In C. P. and Berar ihe Salt Satyagraha was much less intense, while
Civil Disobedience was observed by violation of the forest laws. The
movement aroused little enthusiasm and swiftly degenerated into a farce
in Punjab, and Delhi showed Utile interest. Assam and Orissa also did
not show active interest in the movement. Just as C. P. and Berar's
emphasis was on Forest Satyagraha, so in Bihar Dr. Rajendra Prasad and
the Bihar Provincial Congress Committee laid emphasis on local issues,
such as, the Chaukidari tax, land revenue, etc.
GENESIS OF THE MOVEMENT
" On 14 February, the All-India Congress Committee at Ahmedabad
gave Gandhiji and his followers full powers to initiate Civil Disobedience)
wherever and in whatever manner they chose. All Congressmen were
to adhere to complete non-violence, notwithstanding any provocation.
Boycott of law courts and schools was also recommended. In pursuance
to the " charter of freedom", as Gandhi ji termed it, which was given to
him by the Working Committee, he wrote to the Viceroy to concede the
substance of independence immediately, failing which a mass movement
was contemplated. On hearing from the Viceroys private secretary to the
contrary, Gandhiji set out from Sabarmati to the Dandi beach on
12 March, where he proposed to make salt in defiance of the salt laws.
44
The inauguration of Civil Disobedience is an important landmcwk in
the history of Bombav. The advent of the movement generated a
polarisation of political, economic and social forces in the city. Civil
Disobedience dong with the devastating Great Depression affected
Bombay with great severity. Unemployment incidental to depression was
a significant political factor because the labour force was highly volatile.
A-IIS-I-B^
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The volatility was built up from years of inflation, recession, wage cuts
and retrenchment. The Government had failed to solve the city's
pressing social problems. Hence Civil Disobedience also brought in its
trail an element of violence. Secondly, it also brought with it boycott
of foreign firms and goods, while Government and industrialists vociferously propagated that Civil Disobedience had intensified the evil effects
of the depression. The Congress had a ready audience for the view that
Goverrmenfs fiscal policy was the root of the depression, amongst the
marketeers and the middle class society. It is, therefore, particularly
necessary to furnish a rather comprehensive narration of the ominour
1
Civil Disobedience Movement in Bombay' .
Gandhiji's choice of violation of the salt law as a symbol of Civil
Disobedience was a superbly ingenious choice since condemnation of
%
a tax on a necessity of life imposed by an alien Government was sure to
%erve as a mass rallying cry and to rouse sympathy in England and
America. Just as salt had a publicity value and economic significance,
it had also a low violence potential. Hence its choice as a symbol of
injustice. The world economic depression, which had caused a
catastrophic fall in the prices of agricultural produce and in employment,
was another significant! factor in the satyagraha campaign. Gandhiji had
already tested public temper by seeking response to the pledge of
Independence by celebrating 26 January 1930 as Independence Day.
It was intended to declare that we will be satisfied with nothing less than
Complete Independence, Puma Swaraj, as distinct from Dominion Status.
It was a proclamation of "the inalienable right of the Indian people
to have freedom and to enjoy the fruits of their toil and have the
necessities of lifey so that they may have full opportunities of growth".
In pursuance of the " charter of freedom", as Gandhiji termed it, he
wrote to the Viceroy to concede the substance of Independence
immediately, failing which a mass movement was to be inaugurated.
On hearing from the Viceroy's private secretary to the contrary, Gandhiji
launched on the Dandi march.
The first phase of the Civil Disobedience Movement, the Salt Satyagraha,
began with Gandhiji's marathon march on a 240 mile route from
Sabarmati to Dandi on 12 March 1930. This historic walkathon was a
dramatic prelude designed not jUst to publicise Gandhiji's appeal for
Civil Disobedience but to educate the people in the struggle for freedom
with a religious zeal, as a pilgrimage rather than political gesture. The
Collector of Ahmedabad noted the religious aura which surrounded the
Dandi march, as Gandhiji's followers kept quoting the Gospels and
•singing holy songs. The Collector compared Mahatmaji with Jesus Christ
9
setting to go to Jerusalem .
Gandhiji, who led the satyagraha in person, designed the march not
merely to publicise his appeal for Civil Disobedience but to educate
Indians, and particularly villagers, in the qualities essential for true
T

. K. K. Chaudhari History of Bombay : Modern Period (Gazetteers Department,
Government of Maharashtra, Bombay, 1987), p. 190.
"
2
. K, K, Chaudhari, Maliarashtra and Indian Freedom Struggle, pp. 80-81,
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Swaraj. The satyagrahis used to sleep in the open and eat the simplest
food All they asked of villagers was the raw food, a clean resting and
washing place, and information about human and animal population,
Khadi and spinning work, land revenue demand and salt consumption
in villages on the way. No servants were allowed, no luxuries. Ihere
were no lengthy speeches, Gandhiji spoke briefly about the cruel taxation,
Khadi, cow-protection, untouchability, temperance and regeneration of the
Indian society to make itself worthy of Swaraj.
Gandhiji reached Dandi on 5 April 1930. The following morning
he bathed in the sea and then picked up a handful of salt and mud in
violation of the salt laws. This was signal for a nation-wide campaign
J
of Civil Disobedience. Very disciplined batches of satyagrahis then filled
^"~
up pots and pans of sea water and boiled it to extract salt. There was
hot much of salt as it had been destroyed by Government
employees.
The Satyagraha movement was simultaneously inaugurated at Vile Parle
in Bombay on the same morning (6 April). The inauguration of the
movement coincided with the anniversary of the Rowlatt Satyagraha
of 1919.
Gandhiji had nominated Jamnalal Bajaj as the first "dictator" of
Bombay. The Civil Disobedience Committee under Bajaj performed the
inaugural of the movement at Vile Parte, with elaborate preparations.
The chief architects of the movement in Bombay and Maharashtra were
Jamnalal Bajaj, K. F. Nariman, Goculbhai Bhatt, Kishoreldl Mashruwala,
Shankarrao Deo, G. V. Ketkar, Vasudev Vithal Dastane, Dr. V. N.
Athalye, S- D. Jawadekar and Anani Vasudeo Sahastrabuddhe. The
Maharashtra Civil Disobedience Committee, with headquarters at Pune,
under the presidentship of Shankarrao Deo, mobilised mass support to the
Civil Disobedience at Vile Parle. Several batches of Congress satyagrahis
from almost all districts of Western Maharashtra participated in the Sdt
Satyagraha at Vile Parle. Many of them from Thane, Raigad, Pune,
Satara, Jalgaon and Ahmadnagar districts came to Bombay on foot. It
were Shankarrao Deo and S. D. Jawadekar who had enthused the satyagrahis with an unflinching determination to confront the Government with
the Gandhian way of fighting against tyranny.
The satyagrahis started with prayers in the serene atmosphere at JuhuVile Parle in the morning of 6 April. They manufactured edible salt by
.boiling sea water in cement pans. "It was a grand spectacle to see.
Men, women and children brought water and prepared salt, the salt
symbolic of India's independence. The inaugural ceremony was so
successful that the bureaucracy, in spite of orders of the Viceroy to the
contrary, could not but arrest and sentence Jamnalal, Mashruwala,
tK. F. Nariman (President of the BPCC) and Bhatt to two years' rigorous
imprisonment. Kasturba Gandhi and Janakidevi Bajaj were camping in
the Vile Parle chhavani till it was declared unlawful in August 1930.
They inspired ladies to participate in the operation. Hundreds of ladies
i
battlefield
'. K. K. Cha I harj, fyTahqrashtra and Indian Freedom Struggle, p. 81.
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The Salt Satyagraha was more intense in the Bombay Presidency than
any other province. The main source of salt supply in this region was
sea salt made in the salt works owned or leased out by the Government,
the main works being at Dharasana, Chharvada and Wadala. As soon
as the Satyagraha started the salt department destroyed natural salt
formations. Hence the popular method of violation of law was boiling
sea water or water containing brine. The satyagrahis used to boil water
in big pans. In order to prevent police destruction of this endeavour, the
Congressmen surrounded the operation by several rings of volunteers with
lightly linked arms. At times 25 to 30 rings of satyagrahis surrounded the
salt works. Some of the rings wer& formed by women and strong
young men. It was an extremely prolonged and exasperating task for the
police to break through these rings of volunteers.
Some salt was smuggled from Goa and Princely States on the coast.
The sale of contraband salt was quite large.
—Editor.

PART I
I

DAILY REPORTS OF THE POLICE COMMISSIONER OF BOMBAY
This Part of the Volume furnishes the Daily Reports of the Police
Commissioner of Bombay to the Secretary to the Government of Bombay
Presidency, Home Department. It was through these secret Reports that
the Commissioner submitted for Government's information the gist of the
political movement taking place in Bombay City. They are by far the
most important source of first-hand information about the activities of
nationalists. It was on the basis of these reports that the Government
used to frame its policies regarding the maintenance of law and order and
the suppression of Civil Disobedience.
These Reports being top secret were inaccessible to reseai'ch scholars,
and hence their importance for writing a succinct history of the Civil
Disobedience Movement. It is true that the Reports were written from
the point of the alien Government's bureaucracy. But this lacuna has
been sought to be removed by this Editor by furnishing his own Editorial
Notes and footnotes wherever necessary. Besides these Notes, relevant
extracts from the Bombay Congress Bulletins issued by the Bombay
Provincial Congress Committee, the extracts from the issues of the
Bombay Chronicle, the Revolt, the Dynamite, the Times of India, the
Free Press Journal and various other periodicals, have also been furnished
chronologically along with the Daily Reports. While the Reports give
a narration of events from the bureaucratic angle, the Bombay Congress
Bulletins and other news sheets furnish the commentary on the events
and an authentic information from the Congress point of view. It is,
therefore, necessary that all the Reports should be read along with the
bulletins for writing the authentic history of the Civil Disobedience
Movement.
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The Daily Reports and the Bulletins mention the names and activities
of innumerable local Headers and activists, who guided the course of the
freedom struggle. The Editor has furnished Editorial Notes and Footnotes wherever deemed essential. The users of this Volume, will certainly
find them very useful and informative.
Although the Daily Reports pertain to the activities in Bombay City,
the Bombay Congress Bulletins do give very valuable information about
the political movement in other parts of India as well. A perusal of the
Bulletins reveals that the information given is very authentic. Many of
the enclosures with the Daily Reports have not been reproduced due
either to their irrelevance or to paucity of space. In certain cases the
unimportant portions in the Bombay Congress Bulletins and other
periodicals have been deleted for the above reasons.
Mahatma Gandhi in keeping with his ideology of satyagraha wrote to
the Viceroy of India, Lord Irwin, requesting him to grant complete
Independence immediately. He gave a sufficient time to the Viceroy to
consider the charter of demands before embarking on civil disobedience.
He wrote, "On bended knees I ask you to ponder over this phenomenon".
It was only after the reply to this letter that Gandhiji launched upon his
historic Dandi march. The full text of this letter, which was specially
delivered to Lord Irwin by a young English admirer of Gandhiji, is
below
\f
-Ed i tor

LETTER TO LORD IRWIN
Satyagraha Ashram, Sabarmati,
March 2, 1930
DEAR FRIEND,

Before embarking on Civil Disobedience and taking the risk I have
dreaded to take all these years, I would fain approach you and find
a way out.
My personal faith is absolutele clear. I cannot intentionally hurt
anything that lives, much less fellow human beings, even though they
may do the greatest wrong to me and mine. Whilst, therefore, I hold the
British rule to be a curse, I do not intend harm to a single Englishman
or to any legitimate interest he may have in India.
I must not be misunderstood. Though I hold the British rule in
India to be a curse, I do not, therefore, consider Englishmen in general
to be worse than any other people on earth. I have the privilege of
claiming many Englishmen as dearest friends. Indeed much that I have
learnt of a evil of British rule is due to the writings of rank and
courageous Englishmen who have not hesitated to tell the unpalatable
tiuth about that rule.
And why do I regard the British rule as a curse ?

it has impoverished the dumb millions by a system of progressive
exploitation and by a ruinously expensive military and civil aaministration
which the country can never afford.
It has reduced us politically to serfdom. It has sapped the foundations
of our culture. And, by the policy of cruel disarmament, it has degraded
us spiritually. Lacking the inward strength, we have been reduced, by
all but universal disarmament, to a state bordering on cowardly
helplessness.
in common with many of miy countrymen, I had hugged the fond hope
that the proposed Round Table Conference might furnish a solution.
But, when you said plainly that you could not give any assurance that
you or the British Cabinet would pledge yourselves to support a scheme
of full Dominion Status, the Round Table Conference could not possibly
furnish the solution for which vocal India is consciously, and the dumb
millions are unconsciously, thirsting. Needless to say there never was
any question of Parliament's verdict being anticipated, instances are
not wanting of the British Cabinet, in anticipation of the Parliamentary
verdict, having pledged itself to a particular policy.
1
The Delhi interview having miscarried, there was no option for
Pandit Motilal Nehru and me but to take steps to carry out the solemn
resolution of the Congress arrived at in Calcutta at its Session in 1928.
2
But the Resolution of Independence should cause no alarm, if the
word Dominion Status mentioned in your announcement had been used
in its accepted sense. For, has it not been admitted by responsible
British statesmen that Dominion Status is virtual Independence ? What,
however, 1 fear is that there never has been any intention of granting
such Dominion Status to India in the immediate future.
But this is all past history. Since the announcement, many events
have happened which show unmistakably the trend of British policy.
It seems as clear as daylight that responsible British statesmen do not
contemplate any alteration in British policy that might adversely affect
Britain s commerce with India or require an impartial and close scrutiny
of Britain's transactions with India. If nothing is done to end the
process of exploitation, India must be bled with an ever increasing
speed. The Finance Member regards as a settled fact the 1/6 ratio
which by a stroke of the pen drains India of a few crores. And when
a serious attempt is being made through a civil form of direct action, to
unsettle this fact, among many others, even you cannot help appealing
to the wealthy landed classes to help you to crush that attempt in the name
of an order that grinds India to atoms.
Unless those who work in the name of the nation understand and
keep before all concerned the motive that lies behind the craving for
independence, there is every danger of independence coming to us so
changed as to be of no value to those toiling voiceless millions for whom
it is sought and for whom it is worth taking. It is for that reason that
I have been recently telling the public what independence should really mean.
x

. Which took place on December 23, 1929 .
The resolution referred to is the Congress resolution passed at Lahore in 1929,
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Let me put before you some of the salient points :
The terrific pressure of land revenue, which furnishes a large part of
the total, must undergo considerate modification in an independent India.
Even the much vaunted permanent settlement benefits the few rich
zamindars, not the ryots. The ryot has remained as helpless as ever.
He is a mere tenant at will. Not only, then, has the land revenue to be
considerably reduced, but the whole revenue system has to be so revised
as to make the ryot's good its primary concern. But the British system
seems to be designed to crush the very life out of him. Even the salt
he must use to live is so taxed as to make the burden fall heaviest on
him, if only because of the heartless impartiality of its incidence. The
tax shows itself still more burdensome on the poor man when it is
remembered that salt is the one thing he must eat more than the rich
man both individually and collectively. The drink and drug revenue, too,
is derived from the poor. It saps the foundations both of their health
and morals. It is defended under the false plea of individual freedom,
but in reality, is maintained for its own sake. The ingenuity of the
authors of the Reforms of 1919 transferred this revenue to the so-called
responsible part of dyarchy, so as to throw the burden of prohibition
on it, thus, from the very beginning, rendering it powerless for good.
If the unhappy minister wipes out this revenue he must starve education,
since in the existing circumstances he has no new source of replacing that
revenue. If the weight of taxation has crushed the poor from above, the
destruction of the central supplementary industry, i.e., hand-spinning, has
undermined their capacity for producing wealth. The tale of India's
ruination is not complete without reference to the liabilities incurred
in her name. Sufficient has been recently said about these in
the public Press. It must be the duty of a free India to subject all the
liabilities to the strictest investigation, and repudiate those that may be
adjudged by an impartial tribunal to be unjust and unfair.
The iniquities sampled above are maintained in order to carry on a
foreign administration, demonstrably the most expensive in the world.
Take your own salary. It is over Rs. 21,000 per month, besides many
other indirect additions. The British Prime Minister gets £ 5,000 per
year, i.e., over Rs. 5,400 per month at the present rate of exchange.
You are getting over Rs. 700 per day against India's average income
of less than annas 2 per day. The Prime Minister gets Rs. 180 per day
against Great Britain's average income of nearly Rs. 2 per day. Tihus
you are getting much over five thousand times India's average income.
The British Prime Minister is getting only ninety times Britain's average
income. On bended knees I ask you to ponder over this phenomenon.
I have taken a personal illustration to drive home a painful truth.
I have too great a regard for you as a man to wish to hurt your feelings.
I know that you do not need the salary you get. Probably the whole of
your salary goes for charity. But a system that provides for such an
arrangement deserves to be summarily scrapped. What is true of the
Viceregal salary is true generally of the whole administration.
A radical cutting down of the revenue, therefore, depends upon an
squally radical reduction in the expenses of the administration. This

ft
means a transformation of the scheme of Government. This transformation is impossible without independence. Hence, in my opinion, the
spontaneous demonstration of 26th January, in which hundreds of
thousands of villagers instinctively participated. To them independence
means deliverance from the killing weight.
Not one of the great British political parties, it seems to me5 is
prepared to give up the Indian spoils to which Great Britain helps
herself from day-to-day, often, in spite of the unanimous opposition of
Indian opinion.
Nevertheless, if India is to live as a nation, if the slow death by
starvation of her people is lo stop, some remedy must be found for
immediate relief. The proposed Conference is certainly not the remedy.
It is not a matter of carrying conviction by argument. The matter
resolves itself into one of matching forces. Conviction or no conviction.
Great Britain would defend her Indian commerce and interests by all
the forces at her command. India must consequently evolve force enough
to herself from that embrace of death.
It is common cause that, however, disorganized and, for the time being,
insignificant it may be, the party of violence is gaining ground and
making itself felt. Its end is the same as mine. But I am convinced
ihat it cannot bring the desired relief to the dumb millions. And the
conviction is growing deeper and deeper in me that nothing but
unadulterated non-violence can check the organized violence of the
British Government. Many think that non-violence is not an active force.
My experience, limited though it undoubtedly is, shows that non-violence
can be an intensely active force. It is my purpose to set in motion that
force as well against the organized violent force of the British rule as
(against) the unorganized violent force of the growing party of violence.
To sit sii.ll would be to give rein to both the forces above mentioned.
Having an unquestioning and immovable faith in the efficacy of nonviolence as I know it, it would be sinful on my part to wait ao.y
longer.
This non-violence will be expressed through Civil Disobedience, for
the moment confined to the inmates of the Satyagraha Ashram, but
ultimately designed to cover all those who choose to join the movement
with its obvious limitations.
I know that in embarking on non-violence I shall be running what
might fairly be termed a mad risk. But the victories of truth have never
been won without risks, often of the gravest character. Conversion of
a nation that has consciously or unconsciously preyed upon another, far
more numerous, far more ancient and no less cultured than itself, is
worth any amount of risk.
I have deliberately used the word "conversion". For my ambition is
no less than to convert the British people through non-violence, and thus
make them see the wrong they have done to India. I do not seek to
harm your people. I want to serve them even as I want to serve my
own. I believe that I always served them. I served them up to 1919
blindly But when my eyes were opened and I conceived nonco-operation, the object still was to serve them. I employed the same
»
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weapon that I have in all humility successfully used against the dearest
members of my family. If I have equal love for your people with mine
it will not long remain hidden. It will be acknowledged by them even
as the members of my family acknowledged it after tJiey had tried me
for several years. If the people join me as I expect they will, the
sufferings they will undergo, unless the British nation sooner retraces
its steps, will be enough to melt the stoniest hearts.
The plan through Civil Disobedience will be to combat such evils as
I have sampled out. If we want to sever the British connection it is
because of such evils. When they are removed the path becomes easy.
Then the way to friendly negotiation will be open. If the British
commerce with India is purihed of greed, you will have no difficulty
in recognizing our independence. I respectfully invite you then to pave
the way for immediate removal of those evils, and thus open a way for
a real conference between equals, interested only in promoting the
common good of mankind through voluntary fellowship and in arranging
terms of mutual help and commerce equally suited to both. You have
unnecessarily laid stress upon the communal problems that unhappily
affect this land. Important though they undoubtedly are for the
consideration of any scheme of Government, they have little bearing on
the greater problems which are above communities and which affect
them all equally. But if you cannot see your way to deal wiith these
evils and my letter makes no appeal to your heart, on the 11th day of
1
this month, I shall proceed with such co-workers of the Ashram as
I can take, to disregard the provisions of the salt laws. I regard this
tax to be the most iniquitous of all from the poor man's standpoint.
As the independence movement is essentially for the poorest in the land
the beginning will be made with this evil. The wonder is that we have
submitted to the cruel monopoly for so long. It is, I know, open to you
to frustrate my design by arresting me. I hope that there will be tens
of thousands ready, in a disciplined manner, to take up the work after
me, and, in the act of disobeying the Salt Act to lay themselves open to
the penalties of a law that should never have disfigured the Statutebook.
I have no desiire to cause you unnecessary embarrassment, or any
at all, so far as I can help. If you think that there is any substance in my
letter, and if you will care to discuss matters with me, and if to that end
you would like me to postpone publication of this letter, I shall gladly
refrain on receipt of a telegram to that effect soon after this reaches
9
you. You will, however, do me the favour not to deflect) me from course
unless you can see your way to conform to the substance of this letter.
This letter is not in any way intended as a threat but is a simple and
sacred duty peremptory on a civil resister. Therefore, I am having it
specially delivered by a young English friend who believes in the Indian
'
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*. The march, however, started on March 12,
2. The Viceroy's reply was simply an expression of regret that Gandhiji should b%
''contemplating a course of action which is clearly bound to involve violation of the law and
danger to the public peace".
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cause and is a full believer in non-violence and whom Providence seems
1
to have sent to me, as it were, for the very purpose.
I remain,
H. E. LORD IRWIN,
Your sincere friencj,
VICEROYS HOUSE,
M. K. GANDH1U
NEW DELHI-3.
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My dear Collins,
The National Week celebrations commenced from April 6th. Under
the auspices of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee a procession,
attended by about 2,000 people started from the Congress House early
that morning and went along Lamington Road, Sandhurst Road, Girgaum
Back Road, Bhuleshwar, Kalbadevi Road, Mumbadevi, Princess Street,
Girgaum Road and returned to the Congress House within an hour. All
along the route the processionists shouted the usual revolutionary slogans.
The volunteers blew bugles and beat drums at intervals. Most of the
leading civil resisters were present.
The four cloth markets and some shops in Javeri Bazaar and Mandvi
were closed in sympathy with Gandhi's appeal to the public to start
satyagraha on April 6th.
The Bombay Provincial Congress Committee held a meeting in the
afternoon of April 6th at the Congress House. They decided to elect
new office-bearers in case the present office-bearers who were to take
part in the salt satyagraha were arrested. They also sanctioned a sum of
Rs. 1,300 for the purchase of a Fiat car for the use of the Bombay
Provincial Congress Committee.
In the evening a public meeting was held on the Chaupatty sand under
the presidentship of Prof. D. R. Gharpure. About 5,000 people attended.
D. R. Gharpure, Jamnalal Bajaj, Pandit Sunderlal, Sardar Sardul Singh
2
3
Kaveeshar (Kavishwar), Mohiuddin Kasuri, K. F. Nariman and Ali
Bahadur Khan made speeches exhorting the people to joiin the satyagraha
movement.
D. R. Gharpure said thai) the salt laws were broken that day at many pfeoes
in India and that at many places the police were conspicuous by their absence.
There was therefore justification for believing tjhat Swaraj was established.
x

. Reginald Reynolds who took the letter to the Viceroy referring to it in To Live in
Mankind observes : "Before I went Gandhi insisted I should read the letter carefully as
he did not wish me to associate mysrlf with it unless I was incomplete agreement with its
contents. My taking of this letter was in fact intended to be symbolic of the fact
that
this
M
was not merely a struggle between the Indians and the British
Vide also
'About That Letter", pp. 14- 16.
2
. Brackets are ours*
T President of B. P. C . C .

"' Jamnalal Bajaj and Pandit Sunderlal advised the Hindus and
Muhammadans to join together.
Sardar Sardul Singh Kaveeshar said that by breaking the salt laws they
would in course of time be able to hoist their national flag on Viceregal
Lodge.
K. F. Nariman said that it was possibly his last speech. He advised
the audience to keep the peace even if they were arrested. He announced
the arrests of certain leaders in Gujerat.
At this meeting a formal resolution condemning the firing by the police
on the G. I. P. Railway strikers near Victoria Terminus on April 4th
was passed.
It was further announced that the Bombay civil resisters would break
1
t^he salt laws on April 7th at Hornby Vellard.
In the early morning of April 7th a large crowd of people assembled
at the Congress House to accompany the 10 satyagrahis in their march
to Hornby Vellard to break the Salt Act. Exactly at 6-30 a.m.
10 satyagrahis headed by K. F. Nariman marched out of the Congress
House and were joined by thousands of people. They made their way
to Mahalaxmi in procession via Lamington Road and Tardeo. On
arrival at Mahalaxmi, Pandit Sunderlal and Nariman informed the people
that a batch of 4 volunteers would fetch sea water from which salt would
be prepared by boiling it. The 4 volunteers went to the sea with buckets
in their hands and brought sea water to the public park near the Race
Course. Mrs. Avantikabai Gokhale and Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya lighted segrees to boil the water. Nariman and Ali Bahadur
Khan took prominent part in the making of the salt. The salt which
looked like fine white powder was exhibited to the public and was
photographed. The operation took about half an hour. Immediately
afterwards Nariman asked the crowd to disperse quietly and turned down
the suggestion of Y. J. Meherali to go back to the Congress House in
procession.
In the evening a public meeting of about 10,000 people was held at
Chaupatty to celebrate the breach of the Salt Act. K. F. Nariman
presided. He said he was very pleased to find that neither he nor his
friends were arrested that morning though they defied the law openly.
Government were mistaken if they thought he would contest the case
under the Salt Act, if arrested as he did in the Harvey-Nariman case.
He contrasted the present weakness of Government with their former
false sense of prestige about 10 years ago at the massacre at Jallianwalla
Bag. He declared that the Mahalaxmi Park where the salt was prepared
that morning would henceforth be known as Gandhi Swaraj Park. He
further declared that the salt law would be broken from day-to-day.
Sardar Sardul Singh Kaveeshwar, Pandit Sunderlal, Ali Bahadur Khan,
Sardar Teja Singh, Mrs. Avantikabai Gokhale, Mrs. Kamaladevi
2
Chattopadhyaya and Abidalli Jafferbhai made speeches in which they
referred to the weakness of Government and the success of their
•

1. Causeway between Cumbajla Hill and Worli near Haji Ali.
2. Sister-in law of Sarojini Naidu and a great freedom fighter,
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satyagraha. They advised the people to be non-violent and to carry out
Gandhi's programme. The hartal is only partial. The cloth markets
and some shops in business localities are closed. Muhammedan and
Bohri shops are open. Attempts are being made to get the boys out of
the schools. The police moved on the crowd of youths who tried to
compel shop-keepers on Girgaum Road to close their shops.
1
Nariman and AH Bahadur Khan have been convicted and sentenced to
1 month's simple imprisonment each. Both of them refused to take any
part in the proceedings and also refused to sign their statements. They
gave their occupation as a salt manufacturer and a disobedience
manufacturer, respectively.
Perhaps Nariman can be dealt with under the disciplinary jurisdiction
of the High Court as he has broken the law which he as a lawyer was
houn^ to observe and respect.
Yours Sincerely,
G. F. S. COLLINS, £sq.,

O. B. E.,

Secretary to Government),
Home Dept. (Special),
Bombay.

CONFIDENTIAL
No. 1611/H

PATRICK KELLY,

Commissioner of Police.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 9th April 1930.

My dear Collins,
Tn continuation of my D. O. No. 1582/H, dated the 8th April 1930.
The attempt of the national volunteers to bring about a complete hartal
was failure. The Muhammedan and Parsi merchants stoutly refused
to close their shops. Efforts were unsuccessfully made to get the boys
of the Bharda, Wilson and the Aryan Education Society's schools to go
out. A very large crowd attended the meeting at Chaupatty.
The Marwari merchants held a meeting at the Bullion Exchange Hall,
Shaikh Memon Street, yesterday under the presidentship of one Chimanram
Motilal. A resolution was passed congratulating Nariman and Jamnalal
Bajaj on their sacrifice and advising the Marwaris to participate in
Gandhi's campaign. On an appeal being made to discard foreign cloth
more than 100 caps were surrendered.
.
In some localities where crowds had collected some of the youths
2
deprived passers-by of their foreign made caps. This led to some
unpleasant incidents. At about 4 p.m. yesterday the police had . to
disperse a crowd of about 200 people indulging in cap snatching and
•

—
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. Prominent among those who wer3 sentenced to jail, were K. F. Nariman (BPCC
President), Jamnalal Bajaj, Goculbhai Bhatt (Secretary, Suburban Satyagraha Camp),
Kishorelal Mashruwala and AH Bahadur Khan.
2, Boycott of foreign goods was a part of Civil Disobedience.

'
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making a bonfire of them at Supari Bagh Road. Two persons were
arrested and charged for rioting.
At about 6-30 p.m. two more arrests were made for disorderly
behaviour at Sandhurst Road. These two persons were snatching foreign
made caps from passers-by. They were fined Rs. 15 each this mornmg
by a bench of Honorary Magistrates. At the corner of the Opera House
and Sandhurst Bridge a pile of foreign made caps was made for purposes
of demonstration. The police removed them as unclaimed property to
the Gamdevi Police Station. At the same time a small bonfire of foreign
made caps was noticed on the pavement of the Sandhurst Bridge. It was
immediately put out by the police. The crowd showed their disapproval
by abusing the police and throwing their shoes at them, one of which hit
an officer on the back. A European gentleman who was driving along
Sandhurst Bridge in his car was hit by a stone but he did not wait to
complain.
In the evening a meeting attended by about 30,000 people including
about 200 ladies was held at Chaupatty to congratulate K. F. Nariman,
Jamnalal Bajaj and other satyagrahi leaders who were sentenced to
different terms of imprisonment under the Salt Act. D. R. Gharpure
presided. He,, Virchand Panachand, Laxmiben Dosani, Mrs. Laxmibai
Bhide,
Abdus
Salam,
Pandit
Sunderlal,
Moulvi
Mohiuddin
Kasuri and Abidalli Jafferbhai made speeches exhorting the people to
follow their example by breaking the Salt Act. About 30 to 40 ladies
carried salt water in lotas to their houses from the meeting. Their act
was applauded by the audience.
About 300 satyagrahis assembled at the Congress House this morning,
About 100 of them went in batches of 10 to the sea face at Chaupatty,
Charni Road, Marine Lines, Churchgate, Mahalaxmi (Haji Ali point and
Warden Road), and Ballard Pier, and took sea water in small lotas and
brass tumblers to the Congress House. A little later salt was prepared
on the terrace of the Congress House. Like yesterday no outsider was
allowed to witness the salt making.
I attach copies of the hand bills issued by the satyagraha committee
1
of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee for your information .
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 1627/H/3717

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 10th April 1930.

My
In continuation of my D. O. No. 1611/H, dated 9th April 1930.
last evening about 40 ladies brought sea water from the Chaupatty
sea face and carried, it to their houses.
This morning about 200 satyagrahis went, in batches of 10 from the
Congress House to different places on the sea face at Chauoattv. Charni
Not
•

V

Road, Churchgate, Colaba, Warden Road, Haji Ali point and Ballard
Pier. Every satyagrahi carried with him a tinpair to carry the water in.
The leader of each batch carried a national flag. The batches returned
1
to the Congress House by about 10 a.m. Two batches of satyagrahis
that went to Warden Road near Mahalaxmi Battery brought in natural
^alt weighing about half a pound. On their return journey they were
shouting that they had broken the salt law. Two lady satyagrahis were
with them. This morning the sea water was boiled in the compound of
the Congress House. No outsiders were allowed to go in except three
reporters.
Two Police Inspectors observed from the top of the Zenana Mission
School that there are cement salt pans on the terrace of the Bombay
Prvoincial Congress Committee office in the Congress House. The
Bombay Satyagraha Committee has announcced in the Bombay Chronicle
today that salt will be sold to the public from tomorrow.
V;
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 1641/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 11th April 1930.

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 1627/H/3717, dated the 10th
April 1930.
As it was announced that contraband salt was to be sold in the streets
of Bombay on Friday, I arranged for a search of Congress House on
Thursday evening, hoping to get possession of the salt which they had
been making there since Tuesday. The police made their way with
considerable difficulty on to the terrace of the Bombay Provincial
Congress Committee's office where they found about 30 salt pans made of
cement. They contained sea water which the volunteers had brought there
in pails. Abidalli Jafferbhai, the secretary of the Bombay Provincial
Congress Committee, was in charge of these pans. He was arrested and
the pans were destroyed. They also found about 100 tin-cans containing
sea water exposed to the sun, which they seized together with some
segrees and coal. The police then proceeded to the office of the Bombay
Provincial Congress Committee. The entrance to the office was guarded
2
by about half a dozen ladies headed by Mrs. Perin Captain . They were
very po-itely asked to make way but declined and the police were obliged
to move them aside by force. About a pound and a half of contraband
salt was fonud in this office. M. Sadik S. Ahmed, who was in charge of
the office, was arrested. The police then went into the compound of the
Congress House where there were two cement salt pans containing sea
water. These pans were guarded by about 50 satyagrahis headed by
T

. Three members of the Bombay "War Council" viz. Yusuf J. Meherali (Vice-President
of the Bombay Youth League) Abidali Jafferbhai (Secretary, BPCC) and M. Sadik (editor
of a nationalist weekly) wore arrested on 10th April 1930.
2
. Granddaughter of Dadabjiai Naoroji.

I
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Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya and Y. J. Meherali. They were
requested to move away but they refused. The police with some difficulty
succeeded in pushing them out of the way and then destroyed the salt
pans. Y. J. Meherali, who instigated the Satyagrahis to resist the police,
was arrested. Some four satyagrahis received slight injuries in this scuffle.
The accused and the paraphernalia for salt-making were removed to the
police station amidst cries of shame. Some stones were thrown.
The news of the search of the Congress House spread rapidly in the city
with the result that large crowds of people went to the Congress House
and the Lamington Road Police Station. Nothing untoward however
happened though demonstrations were made in front of the Lamington
Road Police Station.
This morning the three accused were placed before the Presidency
Magistrate, 4th Court (Mr. Indravadan Mehta). Abidalli Jafferbhai was
charged under Section 47 of the Salt Act and 117 of the I. P. Code and
sentenced to three months' simple imprisonment on the 1st charge and
9 months' simple imprisonment on the second charge, the sentences to run
concurrently. M. Sadik was charged under Section 47 of the Salt Act and
sentenced to 2 months' simple imprisonment. Y. J. Meherali was charged
under Section 47 of the Salt Act and 117 of the I. P. C. but the Magistrate
convicted him under Section 47 of the Salt Act only and sentenced him
to 4 months' simple imprisonment. The property attached was confiscated.
While the convicted persons were being conveyed to jail the crowd
became disorderly and threw stones and shoes at the police, some of
which hit Superintendent Guider and constables. The police dispersed
the crowd by a baton charge. A detailed report of this incident will be
sent later on after full particulars have been ascertained. Some persons
who received injuries were sent to hospital.
This morning about 500 satyagrahis marched from the Congress
House in several batches to various localities such as Bhuleshwar,
Mandvi, Girgaum, Bazaar Gate, Nagpada, etc. About 75 of them brought
water from the sea at Chaupatty and Banganga in tin-cans and small
earthen pots. One batch consisting of ladies headed by Mrs. Perin
Captain also went to Chaupatty sea face singing national songs and took
sea water fo the Congress House. Some volunteers were noticed selling
small packets of salt in the city. Each packet was sold at a price ranging
from one pice to four annas. While selling the packets, the satyagrahis
informed the purchasers that the punishment both for the seller and the
buye- was 6 months' imprisonment. It is reported that the satyagrahis
realised about Rs. 75 by the sale of these salt packets.
The Congress people are again building cement salt pans on the terrace
of the Congress House. They have placed volunteers at the gates of the
house with instructions to obstruct the police if they attempt to enter.
The sale of salt is to continue from day-to-day till stopped by the order
of Gandhi. The Satyagraha Committee has decided to call a mass
meeting on the 13th instant (Sunday) at Chaupatty. Business is to be
closed at 3 p.m. on that day to enable the public to attend,

*
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CONFIDENTIAL
HEAD POLICE OFFICE
No. 1661/H/3717.
Bombay, 12th April 1930.
My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 1641/H/3717, dated the 11th
April 1930.
Yesterday at about 3 p.m. a batch of about 35 ladies set out from the
Congress House with packets of salt under the leadership of Mrs. Perin
Captain and escorted by about 50 volunteers. They proceeded to the
Hall of Bullion Exchange at Sheikh Memon Street via Girgaum Back
Road and Bhu!eshwar9 selling on the way the packets of salt at fancy
prices. At the Bullion Exchange Hall they auctioned packets, the highest
bid being Rs. 50 for a packet. About Rs. 700 were realised there
altogether.
Some boys of the Bhatia High School, Fort, attempted to get out the
boys of the New High School and the Elphinstone Fligh School as
linst the arrest of Meherali, etc., but did not succeed.
Two public meetings were held yesterday, one at the Esplanade Maidan
and the other at DeLisle Road. B. F. Bharucha presided over the former.
Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya, Dr. J. N. Choksey, D. R. Gharpure,
G. N. Desai and Mrs. Perin Captain made speeches exhorting people to
join the satyagraha movement and break the salt law. About 2,000
people attended. Ganpatishanker Desai auctioned at this meeting
4 packets of contraband salt prepared by the lady satyagrahis for which
Tribhuvandas Haridas, Dursashanjker Sankleshwar, Moharilal Jethabhai
and "Mathuradas Mavjibhai bid Rs. 201, Rs. 201, Rs. 150 and Rs. 101,
respectively. Their names were noted down but the packets were not
handed over to them at the meeting, nor was the money paid on the spot.
f
At he conclusion of the meeting B. F. Bharucha expressed the hope that
Shaukat Ali would now come forward and join the non-violent fight.
At this remark a Memon lad named Jan Muhammad who was at the
extreme edgt of the crowd shouted out that the Muhammadans had made
considerable sacrifices at the time of the non-co-operation days, but were
now keeping aloof because of the high-handedness of the Hindus. The
other meeting was presided over by Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyava
and was attended by about 300 people only. Speeches were made by the
president, Mrs. Ratanben Mehta, C. K. Narayenswami and I. S. Patel
exhorting people to join the satyagraha movement. Mrs. Ratanben
Mehta asked the workers to give up drink and announced that the women
of Bombay were going to take up the picketing of liquor shops in
Bombay.
Ganpatishanker N. Desai has been elected secretary of the Bombay
Provincial Congress Committee in place of Abidalli Jafferbhai,
This morning about 500 satyagrahis marched out of the Congress
compound in batches of 10 each and went about in different localities to
sell contraband salt. About Rs. 125-0-0 were realised. The batch led
A-115-2—A.
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by Mrs. Chattopadhyaya went to Bazaar Gate and sold salt from house
to house. About 40 ladies brought sea water from Chaupatty in metal
pots and went to the Congress House.
Four processions have been organised for the morning of the 13th
instant and a meeting will be held at Chaupatty in the evening. The
processions will start from the Esplanade Maidan, Congress House,
Northbrook Gardens and Damodar Thakersey Hall, Parel.
I attach a copy of Superintendent Guidefs report on the riot that
took place yesterday outside the Girgaum Police Court.

COPY OF SUPERINTENDENT GUIDER'S REPORT
Date—11th April 1930.
At about 2-15 p.m. today judgment was delivered in I. P. C. Case
Nos. 178, 179 and L. A. Case No. 3430 of 1930, against: —
(1) Abidalli Jafferbhai under Section 47 (a) Salt Act and 117, I.P.C.
(2) Yusaf Jafar Meheralli under Section 117, I.P.C.
(3) Mahomed Siddik Sk. Ahmed under Section 47 (a) of Salt Act.
The three accused were taken down to the north gate and placed in
a lorry to be removed to jail.
At the time Charni Road in front of the Court House was crowded
with Congress people and others numbering about 1,500 persons. As
soon as the accused were placed in the lorry the crowd surrounded the
lorry preventing it from moving while others began to lie down in front
in the path of the lorry.
The police hustled the crowd away from the sides of the lorry and
cleared the path in front to enable the van to proceed.
As soon as the lorry had gone the crowd closed in the police party
who were standing in front of the Court and began stoning and throwing
chappals at them. Several officers and constables were struck. The
crowd was then closing in further from all sides hooting and jeering and
becoming more defiant. Larger stones etc., were being hurled at
the police.
Some of the crowd had entered the building opposite the court and
from the windows of the building were hurling stones and glass bottles
at the police.
Seeing the attitude of the mob, and that some men had been injured,
orders were given to disperse the crowd by a baton charge. The crowd
was driven back from both the sides of the court, but as soon as the
constables
returned
to
the
court,
the
mob
returned
and
began stoning again. About three or four baton charges had to be made
before order was restored.
The crowd still refused to disperse but remained connected in groups
on both sides of the court. Seeing the attitude of the mob several of their
own leaders came out with their volunteers and did their utmost to
persuade the mob to disperse but without success. By about 2-15 p.m.
order was restored but the mob was still all around. The road was
covered with stones, chappals, etc.
A—115-2-B.

DESH SEVIKA SANGH
Gandhiji had attached special importance to participation of women in
Civil Disobedience. This was in keeping with his ideal that the agitation
should be non-violent and that women were better suited for non-violent
resistance. They could also evade arrest in a more agile manner than
men. Ladies had also a better demonstration effect in a peaceful
struggle. Gandhiji had, therefore, directed that active lady leaders should
form a Desh Sevika Sangh.
The Sangh was particularly well-organised and highly active in Bombay
City. The leaders of the Desh
Sevikas
included
Kamaladevi
Chattouadhyaya, Sarojini Naidu, Hansa Mehta, Lilavati Munshi, Ramibai
' Kamdar, Perin Captain, Avantikabai Gokhale, Laxmibai Dosani,
Ratanben Mehta, Laxmibai Bhide, Miss Khandwala, and Mrs. Gajjar.
They conducted an intensive house to house propaganda of Swadeshi,
temperance and Khadi. Gandhiji had directed that the Desh Sevikas be
specially chosen for picketing against liquor and foreign cloth. They
conducted Prabhat Pheris and organised mammoth meetings. The
Sevikas gave an excellent and spectacular account of themselves throughout Civil Disobedience.
The authorities were faced with a dilemma as to how to deal with them.
It should, however, be noted that neither Gandhiji nor the Desh Sevikas
expected themselves to exploit their position as the fair sex.
- -Editor
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 1682/H/3717

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 14th April 1930.

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 1661/H/3717, dated the 12th April
1930.
Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya paid a visit to the Share Bazaar in
the afternoon of the 12th instant and sold salt there at fancy prices.
The highest bid for a packet of salt was Rs. 500. She succeeded in
getting about Rs. 4,000 in all. The Bombay Chronicle, dated the 13th
April, contains the list of the brokers who purchased salt from her.
The same evening a batch of about 30 ladies headed by Mrs. Perin
Captain and escorted by about 25 volunteers went about the Girgaum and
the Bhuleshwar localities selling salt. They realised about Rs. 150.
Three meetings were held—one at Girgaum and the other two at
usual speeches exhorting the public to join Gandhi's
Disobedience Movement and to make it a success by boycotting liquor
and foreign cloth were made.
On the 13th April—the last day of the national week four processions of
satyagrahis were organised in the morning. A procession of about
300 satyagrahis from A, B and C wards started from the Esplanade

20
Maindan. Marched through the various localities in their wards and
proceeded to Chaupatty. They were accompanied by the volunteers' band
consisting of 4 bugles and 6 drums. The D ward procession of about
500 satyagrahis and volunteers started from the Congress House and
after going dirough the ward went to Chaupatty sands. About 200
satyagrahis from E, F and G wards also went to Chaupatty. The Jain
Volunteers Corps with its band also went there. A formal meeting was
held there under the presidentship of Mrs. Sarojini Naidu. About 3,000
people were present. Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya, K. P. Khadilkar,
Dr. * D. D. Sathaye (Sathe), Swami Kumaranand, D. R. Gharpure
and G. N. Desai complimented the Bombay people on the part played
by them in the salt satyagraha and exhorted them to attend the evening
meeting at Chaupatty with pots to carry water in. They advised the
people not to snatch away people's foreign made caps and also not to
jeer at the police or other Government servants.
The mass meeting at Chaupatty was at nded by about 50,000 people
1
including about 1,000 ladies . Many people took sea water to their
houses. There were four platforms of which one was reserved for the
ladies. The principal speakers were Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, Pandi'
Sunderlal, Mrs. Abidalli Jafferbhai, Mrs. Perin, Captani, Mrs. I imaladevi
Chattopadhyaya, D. R. Gharpure, G. N. Desai and Dr. J. N. Choksey
(Chowksy). The people were advised to prepare salt at their own houses
and in their localities and not to buy Government salt any more. At the
conclusion of the meeting a picture was shown to the audience in which
the Salt Act was represented as a demon trampling poor, helpless Indians
under his feet. The picture was afterwards thrown into the sea.
All the cloth markets remained closed during
i day while most of
the ^hops in the Mandvi, Bhuleshwar and Girgaum localities closed
business in the afternoon to enable their employees to attend the
Chaupatty meeting.
The Byculla police arrested three persons named ; (1) Sitaram Devrao
Acharya, (2) Shivram Balkrishna Phulsange, and (3) Hari Bala Shinde, who
were found making salt at Reay Road. They were convicted and
sentenced as follows : No. 1, 2 months' simple impr'sonment and
Nos. 2 and 3 to one month's simple imprisonment, by the Presidency
Magistrate, 6th Court. Mazasaon.
The Bhoiwada police arrested two persons named: (1) Yedu Krishna
Powar and (2) Keshav Ganpat Mochi for snatching away foreign caps
from the heads of two passers-by at Lalbagh near the I ixmi Cinema.
They have been charged under Section 392, I. P. C. and placed before
Ma
Most of the above markets and merchants in the Mandvi local ; are
pressing their employees to wear khaddar and use swadeshi cloth. A
meeting of the managing committee of the Bombay C tton Brokers
f
association passed the following resolutions on the 11th ins ant:
(1) Our members or their representatives coming to the t dine hall
for transacting busir :s should wear khaddar or at least swadeshi cloth.
Desh Sevika Sangh's role throughout the movement was spectacular.
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(2) This Association congratulates the national leaders on the
them for doing
On the morning oi die 14th Api~. about 32o satyagrahis assembled ai
the Congress House. They went in batches of 10 each to sell contraband
salt m the various localities in the city. Ac^ai 25 to 30 satyagrahis
brought natural salt weighing about 2 lb from the sea shore ai Mahalaxmi Battery and kept it in the Congress House.
Two satyagrahis
brought salt earth from Chaupatty.
1
News about Jawaharlal Nehrus arrest has L-een received in ^ombay.
Young boys and volunteers are going about in the city asking people to
close their shops and meet at the Esplanade Maidan this evening to
congratulate the Nehrus. The Bombay Native Piece—Goods Association
has issued handbills advising the cloth market merchants to close business
for three days.

CONFIDENTIAL
No. 1703/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 15th April 1930

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 1682/H/3717, dated the 14th
April 1930.
On receipt of the news of the arrest of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, all
the cloth markets and various business associations such as the Cotton
Brokers' Association, the Grain Merchants' Association, the Bombay
Shroffs' Association, the Indian Merchants' Chamber, the Rice Merchants'
Association and the Sugar I jrchants' Association closed down. Most
of the shops in the Hindu localities in Girgaum, Grant Road, Parel and
other places in the city were also closed.
At about 2-30 p.m. yesterday the Hindu merchants of Mandvi held
a meeting, attended by about 400 people, at Masjid Bunder Bridge under
the presidentship of Velji Lakhamsey Napoo. The president, Kanji
Karamsey Master, and Hiralal Surajmal made speeches congratulating
2
Pandit Motilal Nehru on the sacrifice made by his son in the cause of
India.
The Bombay Municipal Corporation adjourned its sitting on the motion
of Jamnadas M. Mehta supported by B. N. Mehisheri (Mahesheri or
Maheshwari). The adjournment motion was passed by a large majority.
Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya visited the Marwadi Bazaar in the
afternoon and auctioned some packets of contraband salt. The highest
price paid for a packet was Rs. 701. The brokers have promised to pay
Rs. 10,000.
J

. After Jawaharlalji's arrest Gandtfji forced a personal conflict with Government,
2
. Motilal Nehru was made Congress President after Jawahailalji's arrest.
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One of the persons charged with robbery for snatching a ca£ was
convicted and sentenced to 4 months' rigorous imprisonment by the
Presidency Magistrate, 5th Court, Dadar. The case against the other is
pending.
In the evening a large meeting, attended by about 10,000 people, was
held on the Esplanade Maidan to congratulate Jawaharla^l Nehru on his
arrest. Two platforms were erected for the convenience of the audience
and speeches were made by Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, Mrs. Perin Captain,
1
Mrs. Hansa Mehta , Pandit, Sunderlal, Mukund Malaviya, D. R. Gharpure,
Ganpatishanker N. Desai, B. F. Bharucha, Mohiuddin Kasuri, Maulana
Mohamed Ismail, S. K. Patil, and C. K. Naravenswami. Almost all the
speakers exhorted the people not to allow their enthusiasm to flag and
to carry out the programme of Civil Disobedience including the boycott
of foreign cloth and liquor. D. R. Gharpure challenged Government to
arrest him and the thousands of people who took part in the manufacture
of salt.
This morning about 300 satyagrahis assembled at the Congress House.
They went out in batches of 10 each. About 100 satyagrahis brought
sea water from the sea shore at Chaupatty and Churchgate and stored it
in the Congress House where salt is being manufactured. Some
satyagrahis sold sea water to the public on their way back to the
Congress House.
About 40 satyagrahis were given instructions in drill at the Gowalia
Tank Maidan for half an hour this morning. About 30 volunteers went
out with placards warning people against collecting in crowds near the
court or in public places after the arrest and conviction of salt satyagrahis.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 1730/H/3717

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 16th April 1930.

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 1703/H/3717, dated the 15th
April 1930.
In the afternoon of the 16th instant a meeting of the employees of the
Mulji Jetha Market was held under the auspices of the Kapad Bazaar
Hitavardhak Mandal in Govind Chowk. One Natvarlal Narendas presided
and about 300 people were present. The president, Mrs. Kamaladevi
Chattopadhyaya,
Ganpatishanker
N. Desai, Bhagwandas
Premji,
Lakhmidas Mulji and Vithaldas Vasanji Jairajani made speeches pointing out how the poor people were oppressed by the Salt Act and why
Gandhi had selected to defy that law, They also exhorted the audience
co boycott foreign goods, including cigarettes, and to picket tobacco
shops. Two resolutions were passed—one congratulating Jawaharlal
Nehru en his arrest and the other condemning the attack by the police on
the crowd near the Girgaum Police Court. Contraband salt brought by
1. Later Congress "Dictator" and wife of Dr. Jivaraj Mehta, later Chief Minister of
Gujarat.
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G: N; Desar in a handkerchief was sold to the audience. Rs. 5 were
realised by the sale.
In the evening about 200 women held a meeting in the Vanita
Vishram Hall where the importance of carrying out Gandhi's full
programme of Civil Disobedience was explained. Ladies were requested
to enrol themselves as volunteers at the Congress House for the picketing
of liquor and foreign cloth shops.
Though Gandhi wants khaddar only, attempts are being made by
interested people such as Nowroji Dumasia and Rao Saheb kangildas
Jesiram, who are bulls in the local share bazaar, to take advantage of the
present upheaval and popularise Swadeshi cloth.
The practising lawyers of the Bombay High Court are reported to be
about to take to Swadeshi. The Bombay Chronicle of date announces
that they are going to adopt the following pledge: —
" I hereby approve of the Indian Swadeshi movement and pledge
r;
myself to support the same and not to use foreign cloth.
In the High Court Bar Bhulabhai J. Desai and K. M. Munshi are the
loudest in their condemnation of Government and in praise of Gandhi.
It is reported that both are going to give up their practice and join Gandhi's
satyagraha movement. The resignation of K. M. Munshi from the
Bombay Legislative Council and his letter to H. E. the Governor of
Bombay appeared in the Bombay Chronicle of the 15th instant.
A public meeting under the auspices of the Mandvi District Congress
Committee was held at Kharak Bazaar, Masjid Bunder Road, last night
under the presidentship of Cooverji Keshavji. About 700 people, including 100 ladies attended. Virchand Panachand, Samaldas Gandhi, Kanji
Karamsey Master, Narbheram Narsidas Popat, Swami Brahmanand,
Swami Sadanand, Mrs. Sarojini Naidu and Dr. J. N. Choksey made
speeches advising the audience to support whole-heartedly the present
struggle for independence. Virchand Punachand advocated the boycott
of foreign goods. Samaldas Gandhi spoke on the importance of wearing
khaddar. Dr. J. N. Choksey advised the people to be -non-violent in their
fight. Narbheram Narsidas pointed out that the C. I. D. men were
responsible for the arrest and conviction of their leaders forgetting the
fate in store for them when India got swaraj. The president, however,
did not approve of Narbheram's remarks about the C. I. D. and said that
they should not be regarded as enemies. Narbheram is the young man
who was recently sentenced to 7 day's simple imprisonment for disorderly behaviour in the Girgaum Police Court.
Maneklal H. Vakil, having resigned the secretaryship of the Bombay
Provincial Congress Committee owing to his refusal to become a
satyagrahi, has been replaced by S. K. Patil, sub-editor of the Bombay
Chronicle. In the vacancies caused by the imprisonment of Abidalli
Jafferbhai, and Y. J. Meherally (Meherali), C. B. Johri and V. N. Patankar
have been appointed members of the satyagraha sub-committee.
This morning about 150 volunteers were given instructions in drill on
Chaupatty and on the Gowalia Tank Maidan for about an hour. A batch
of 10 satyagrahis brought a quantity of natural salt to the Congress
House from Churchgate.
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A batch of volunteers is being
evening to break the salt law.

sent

to

Vadaila and Matunga lhi
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 1758/H/3717.

Bombay, 17th April 1930.

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 1730/H/3717, daied the 16th
April 1930.
About 500 satyagrahis left the Congress House at 3 p.m. yesterday and
proceeded to Vadala by tram cars via Dadar Parsi Colony, where they
were photographed. They carried packets of salt with them. After
crossing the harbour line at Vadala they went to the salt depot which was
guarded by salt department officers and men. They made no attempt
to enter the salt depot but produced salt for sale, and boasted that they
thus deliberately violated the provisions of Section 36 of the Bombay
Salt Act. They realised only Rs. 8 by the sale of salt. They collected
about 3 seers of natural salt which they found on the waste land outside
the salt depot, and they departed in procession via Parel and Bycuila,
shouting all the way that they had broken the salt law. Mrs. Kamaladevi
Chattopadhyaya, D. R. Gharpure, S. K. Patil, C. K. Narayenswami,
(Jajendranath Sharma and Ganpatishanker N. Desai were among those
1
who went to Vadala. On arrival at Bhuleshwar Fire Brigade Station
they dispersed.
Yesterday afternoon the volunteers spread the news that natural salt
could be had from the reclaimed ground near the Churchgate Railway
Station. About 2,000 people went there and collected as much natural
salt as they could get.
Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya visited the Cotton Green before she
went to Vadala and induced the cotton brokers to contribute large sums
of money in aid of the salt satyagraha. She announced in the papers
that she had been promised a contribution of Rs. 30,000.
This morning about 375 volunteers assembled at the Congress House.
A batch of about 50 volunteers were given instructions in drill on the
Gowalia Tank Maidan. A batch of 275 satyagrahis headed by
Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya proceeded to Churchgate sea front
with earthen pots, and collected salt which they took to the Congress
House. About a dozen volunteers sold salt in the Bhuleshwar and
Grant Road localities. They sold it by pailies and not in packets.
A batch of about 25 volunteers started in procession from the Congress
House this morning with two donkeys dressed in foreign cloth and
foreign made hats. The donkeys had a cloth placard on each side with
the following inscription in Gujarati and English : —

tfE^vFvffiZwR?

d

Wssa raid <SeeK K c audhari

*'

" '

' '"

•»»>

" W e do not see the advantage of Swadeshi goods
Because we are donkeys".
They went along Girgaum Back Road, Sandhurst Road, C. P. Tank,
Maharbouri Police Station, Girgaum Road and back to Congress House.
All along the route they shouted cries of " Boycott British goods and
use Swadeshi cloth". They collected a bundle of clothes discarded by
passers—by and people from houses on the route.
*
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 1762/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 18ih April 1930.

My dear Collins,
in continuation of my D. O. No. 1758/H/3717, dated the 17th
April 1930.
Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya, Mrs. Munshi and Mrs. Perin Captain
visited the Bar Library of the Bombay High Court in the afternoon of
the 17th instant and sold salt which realised about Rs. 75. They also
requested the Bar to wear khaddar.
K. M. Munshi has sent the following circular letter to the solicitors
who briefed him : —
" I am joining the satyagraha by about the 20th and I shall feel
obliged if you will send me all my arrears of fees by the end of this
week. So long as I am free I will be available for vacation work
and will be found in my chambers between 1 p.m. and 4 p.m.".
Several solicitors and advocates practising in the High Court are
reported to have signed the Swadeshi pledge. Their names will be
published in tjhe newspapers.
In the evening of the 17th instant a procession accompanied by four
donkeys dressed in foreign cloth setj out from the Congress House.
About 500 people including 300 volunteers took part. The processionists
went along Lamington Road, Sandhurst Bridge, Chaupatty, Damar Lane
and back to Congress House urging the boycott of foreign cloth.
Some of the Multani silk merchants at Jackaria Masjid and Barbhai
Moholla suspended business on account of the arrest of the Sind political
leaders at Karachi and the firing by the police there. They held
a meeting in the Malarabai Hall at Barbhai Moholla and passed
;* resolution condemning the repressive policy of Government and of the
police. About 150 Multanis were present. Pandit Sunderlal advised
Them to join the Congress movement to show their sympathy with their
arrested leaders.
A meeting of about 100 Bombay Patidars ( Lewa Patidars from
Gujarat) was held at Hira Bagh the same evening (17th instant) under
the presidentship of Dr. M. D. Patel. The president as well as
Shankerlal Amin, I. S. Patel, M. H. Vakil and Maganlal Lalji Bhai made
speeches congratulating their castemen Vallabhbhai Patel, Durbar

•

Gopaldas, etc. who went to jail for their country's
salt was distributed and contributions were invited.
Rs. 10, Mr. Amin, solicitor, paid Rs. 5 and the
Rs. 50. All the Patidars present pledged themselves

cause. Contraband
The president paid
audience subscribed
to wear khaddar.

A few young boys made a bonfire of foreign made caps at Chaupatty
at 7 p.m. on the 17th instant, but on seeing the police they ran away.
On the morning of the 18th about 50 volunteers paraded on the
Gowalia Tank Maidan. About 100 salt satyagrahis marched under the
leadership of Gajendranath Sharma from the Congress House to the
Churchgate sea front through Girgaum Back road, Bhuleshwar, Sheikh
Memon Street, Bori Bunder and Churchgate Street. They were joined
along the route by about 100 more satyagrahis from the A, B and C
wards. They returned to the Congress House at 11 a.m. with natural
salt in 12 baskets. A batch of about 40 ladies headed by Mrs. Perin
Captain took sea water from Chaupatty to the Congress House. A batch
of about 40 volunteers went about in C ward exhorting people to boycott
foreign cloth. 20 volunteers in E ward went round advocating the use
of khaddar. 16 volunteers went about in F ward selling small packets
of salt.

ii
CONFIDENTIAL
No. 1777/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 19th April 1930.

Dear Mr. Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 1762/H/3717, dated the 18th
April 1930.
I attach a cutting from the Bombay Chronicle dated 19th April 1930
giving the names of the Solicitors and Advocates who have signed the
Swadeshi pledge referred to in my letter of yesterday.
1
An Australian named Thornton appeared before the Bombay Provincial
Congress Committee and asked permission to be allowed to break the
salt law. Some suspect him to be a spy, but most are convinced of his
bona fides. He wears a khaddar cap. He has gone to Karadi
10 consult Gandhi.
A company of about 100 volunteers, who are known as the "ironsides",
is always on duty at the Congress House to do anything that might be
required of them. They were sent out yesterday evening (18-4-30) to
sell salt in the Bhuleshwar, Girgaum and Kalbadevi localities.
Contraband salt is now sold in envelopes bearing Gandhi's photo and
the words " Gandhi's satyagraha salt-price 6 months' imprisonment".
The volunteers have been ordered to change not more than an anna for
each packet.
Two public meetings were held on the evening of the 18th one on the
maldan opposite the Dinshaw Petit^ Mills, Lalbaug, at which
1

• Cyril Walter Thorntone turned a Gandhian and became a satyagrahi.

•

•

Mrs. Kkmaladevi Chattopadhyaya presided. About 1,500 persons, mostly
millworkers, were present. She C. K. Narayenswami, S. B. Mahadeshwar
C. B. John, S. K. Pupala and S. K. Patil, made speeches exhorting the
workers to join the Congress if they wanted to find a solution of their
troubles and grievances. An appeal was made to women workers to come
forward as volunteers.
The other meeting was held at Bhangwadi under the presidentship of
S. R. Parulekar. About 600 people, including 50 ladies, attended. The
president, S. K. Patil, Mrs. Sarojini Naidu and Ganpatishanker N. Desai
made speeches urging the public to join Gandhi's satyagraha movement,
S. K. Patil remarked that Gandhi's march from the Sabarmati Ashram
indicated that the Sun, which, it was said, never set on the British Empire,
had set at last in Gujarat. Ganpatishanker Desai declared that all the
volunteers from the Bhuleshwar ward would go to the Esplanade Maidan
at 6-30 a.m. on Sunday, the 20th, to manufacture salt in front of the
Esplanade Police Station.
A procession to propagate the boycott of foreign cloth was taken out
in the D and E wards of the city with two donkeys dressed in foreign
cloth.
Mah<ajan
Mulji Jetha Cloth Market
Vanichand Desai at which a resolution to boycott the British Exchange
Banks, including the Imperial Bank of India, was passed. It was further
resolved not to buy Government securities. A suggestion that the servants
of the Mahajans who wanted leave to perform satyagraha should be given
leave to do so was approved of.
I attach a cutting from the Bombay Chronicle of date giving the
proceedings of the meeting held by the members of the Bullion Exchange.
This morning a batch of about 75 satyagrahis went to Worli sea front
and took water to the Congress House. About 175 satyagrahis went out
from the Congress House to sell salt.
Two public meetings in furtherance of the Congress propaganda are to
be held this evening.
The following programme has been chalked out for tomorrow
(20th instant) by the satyagraha committee :
In the morning processions in all the wards will be taken out at 6-30 a.m.
and sea water will be taken to, and salt manufactured in, all the wards
at the centres given below : —
A Ward—Bhatia Baug,
B
"
Masj id Bunder,
C
"
Esplanade Maidan or Dhobi Talao,
D
"
Gowalia Tank,
E
"
Northbroke Gardens.
P
"
Maidan K. E. M. Hospital.
G
"
Near Tilak Bridge, Dadar.
In the evening (20th instant) a procession will start from the Esplanade
Maidan to eo to Chaupattv where a meeting will be held.
-*-«

Near Bori Bunder.
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The satyagraha committee intends to start the picketing of cloth and
liquor shops from the 25th instant, though the response to the appeal for
women volunteers is not encouraging.
Yours Sincerely,
PETIGARA,

for C. P.

BOMBAY CHRONICLE
19th April 1930.
BOMBAY LAWYER'S PLEDGE.—The following is the pledge taken
by the lawyers of Bombay : —
We hereby approve of the Indian Swadeshi movement and pledge
ourselves t& support the same and not to use foreign cloth.
SIGNATURES OF ADVOCATES: —Bhulabhai J. Desai, V. F. Taraporewalla, M. C. Setalwad, Lalji Gokuldas, Makanji J. Mehta, G. N.
Thakor, Y. G. Gokhaie, Sunderlal T. Desai, G. N. Joshi, C. M. Parekh,
A. H. Kirtikar, S. V. Gupte, G. A. Sabnis, D. D. Sabnis, P. A. Mahale,
A. C. Amin, R. H. Pandia, A. A. A. Fyzee, J. M. Baxi, M. M. Mehta,
M. B. Dave, Appabhai J. Desai, M. M. Bhatft, P. N. Chinai, V. S. Dongre,
H. H. Dalai, M. V. Desai, M. P. Amin, M. M. Thakor, M. M. Ghanekar.
SIGNATURES OF SOLICITORS :—Madhavji Virji, Jamietram
Jivanram, V. M. Pakwasa, Chhaganlal Dayabhai, Chhotubhai A. Vakil,
Motichand G. Kapadia, Mangaldas M. Pakvasa, Shankerbhai J. Amin,
Hiralal M. Mehta, Chimanlal C. Vakil, Vithaldas J. Divecha, Natwarlal
M. Desai, R. R. Zarwalla, M. B. Chothia, Thakordas Nanabhai Merchant.
Chunibhad Lalbhai Seth, Jayantilal N. Pandev, Thakordas A. Gandhi*
Ratilal M. Gandhi, Nagindas P. Master, Dayalji D. Naik, Shivshanker L.
Vaidya, Odhavji D. Shah, M. B. Choksey, V. H. Vakil, Hiralal D.
Nanavati, J. K. Dadachanji, Gunvantlal V. Kapadia, Vasant G.
Mulgaonker, Jethalal P. Parekh, Devidas J. Desai, Dalpatram L. Shukla,
Shivprasad M. Desai, Jeshtaram S. Kapadia, K. H. Goregaonkar,
Shankerprasad C. Thakore, Thakordas P. Munim, Ranchhodlal C. Mehta,
Verjivandas D. Mehta, Chhotalal P. Mehta, F. M. Vachha, K. B. Mehta,
Devidas H. Kasabwalla, B. A. Win, Hiralal Karsondas, N. B. Damania,
Manubhai C. Pandya, N. H. Pandia, Jassubhai R. Shah, Dhirajlal I.
Khandwalla, Madhavprasad N. Pandia, H. N. Shah, H. G. Thakar, A. J.
Desai Manilal D. Nanavati, Krishnalal M. Mnnshi, R. M. M.ankodia,
Jasvantlal Matubhai, Ganpatrai T. Baxi, Y. M. Fozdar, C. C. Shah,
D. N. Daru, Nagindas K. Kapadia, Jagjivandas D. Parikh, Pathak
Umedram Pranshanker, Indraprasad Krishnalal Thakor, Jagmohandas
Varjivandas Paymaster, T. H. Nanavati, J. S. Mehta, M. G. Merchant,
Nandlai Chhaganlal, J. I. Viegas.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 1784/11/3717

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 21st April 1930.

Dear Mr. Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 1777/H/3717, dated the 19th
April 1930.
Three public meetings were held in the evening of the 19ih. The first
was held under the aus ices of the F ward District Congress Committee
at
the
Cement Chawls, Naigaum, at x dch Mrs. Kamaladevi
Chattopadhyaya presided and about 200 people mostly millworkers
attended. The president, C. K. Narayenswarni, S. K. Pupala, S. B.
Mahadeshwar and C. B. Johri appealed to the workers to join the
Congress struggle for complete independence.
The second meeting was held under the auspices of the G ward
District Congress Committee on the maidan near the Tilak Bridge, Dadar.
K. A. Parameshwaran presided and about 700 people were present.
Swami Kurnaranand, D. R. Gharpure, Mrs. Sarojini Naidu and Swami
Brahmanand made speeches. Swami Kumarar nd said that although he
formerly belonged to the revolutionary party of Bengal, he was now fully
convinced of the non-violent principles of Gandhi. D. R. Gharpure
exhorted the audience to manufacture salt in every house and announced
the programme of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee for the
manufacture of salt in different wards on 20th April.
The third meeting was held in the municipal garden at C. P. Tank
Road. It was presided over by Ganpatishanker N. Desai and attended
by about 350 persons. The president said that although he had broken
the Salt Act in various ways, Government had not arrested him so far.
He had therefore to go to the Esplanade Maidan and manufacture salt in
front of the police station. He said that they were contemplating having
a bonfire of foreign clothes and also a hartal on the 25th April when
;
Gandhi was expected in Bombay. Kanhaiyyalal M. Munshi narrated h s
experiences in Gandhi's camp and expressed his appreciation of the soul
r
orce which was behind the movement. Mrs. Munshi advised the ladies
to join the struggle. D. R. Gharpure likened the British Government to
a serpent and said that its head must be smashed by stones in the shape
of breaches of the salt and other repressive laws. He further asked the
people to form peace committees in the wards.
Leaflets in Gujarati and Marathi in furtherance of the programme of
f
the satyagraha committee were circulated. In one of <hem the public
were asked not to jeer at the police and other opponents. Another
advised the establishment of a crops to preserve peace in public places.
A third described the various ways of manufacturing salt. One of the
placards carried by the volunteers suggested that as long as Government
servants received pay from Government, the people should boycott them.
*

*
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The donkey procession to propagate 'swadeshi' is taken out once a day
in different localities.
The satyagraha committee proposes shortly to open a shop for the sale
of contraband salt in Congress House at the rate of 1 anna per paili, and
also to issue a Congress Bulletin every evening in different languages
giving detailed information about its activities at one pice per copy.
On Sunday, the 20th April, processions of satyagrahi volunteers were
organised in the seven wards of the city and a programme of manufacturing salt in public places arranged. I issued orders to disperse the crowd
after due warning if they made salt in a public place.
In A ward about 40 satyagrahis brought sea water early (in the morning
and tried to manufacture salt at Bhatia Baugh. The paraphernalia for
manufacturing salt consisted of four segrees and a few plates. As soon
as the actual process of manufacturing salt commenced the police warned
the crowd to disperse and on their refusal dispersed them and seized the
materials for salt making. The satyagrahis offered civil resistance by
forming strong cordons and persisted in manufacturing salt even after
the police seized all the materials. Some Sikhs were noticed taking part
in the satyagraha. Four persons were arrested but as they were of no
importance I ordered their release.
In B ward about 50 volunteers, assisted by about hundred people,
attempted to manufacture salt at Masjid Bunder but the police dispersed
them and destroyed all their paraphernalia.
About 150 salt satyagrahis of the C ward took sea water to the
Esplanade Maidan opposite the Elphinstone High School and started
manufacturing salt there. They formed a cordon when the police went
to disperse them, and they had to be moved on by force. The water
was upset and the paraphernalia attached. Volunteers went for more
salt water and segrees and repeated the attempt. They were again
dispersed. A batch of a dozen volunteers carrying salt from the sea
front were held up by the police outside the Esplanade Court. They
surrendered their salt without a struggle.
In the D ward a procession of about 200 satyagrahis headed by K. P.
1
Khadilkar , D. R. Gharpure, Dr. D. D. Sathaye, S. K. Patil and K. M.
Ranade was taken out from Khatau Wadi, Girgaum. They took sea
f
wa er to the Gowalia Tank where salt was made. The police were not
present at this place.
In E ward nearly 50 satyagrahis went around selling packets of contraband salt. They did not) attempt to manufacture salt.
In the F ward salt was prepared bty about| 50 volunteers in the presence
of Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya and C. K. Narayenswami. The
police dispersed them and destroyed all the materials for salt making.
In G ward about 40 volunteers went in procession and took sea water
;
from Mahim sea front to the office of the committee. They d d not
manufacture salt in any public place.
A former follower of Tilak who saw in Gandhiji a natural heir to Tilak. Also an
eminent Marathi dramatist and Journalist.

In the morning of the 20th it is reported that about 15 Muslim
satyagrahis under the leadership of Hamid Ahmed, a friend of Ali
Bahadur Khan, went from the office of the Hilal at Bellasis Road to
Chaupatty where they manufactured salt near the Tilak cremation ground.
1
In the afternoon of the 20th a procession, consisting of about 2,000
people including about 700 satyagrahis started from the Esplanade
Maidan with a scout band. It was headed by a motor bus with
a placard on which was inscribed "wounded soldiers". It contained
about half a dozen satyagrahis who were alleged to have received minor
injuries in their resistance to the police, K. M. Munshi, D. R. Gharpure
and S. K. Patil were prominent.
A public meeting was held at Chaupatty in the evening at which about
8,000 people including about a hundred ladies were present. The figure
given by the Chronicle was one lakh. Mrs. Sarojini Naidu,
Mrs. Avantikabai Gokhale, Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya, Mrs. K. ML
Munshi, Kanayalal Maneklal Munshi, D. R. Gharpure, Dr. J. N. Choksey,
Pratap Singh, Teja Singh, Ganpatishanker N. Desai, V. V. Jairajani.
Balubhai T. Desai and Maulavi Mohiuddin Kasuri addressed the audience.
All the speakers exhorted the audience to continue the struggle with
vigour. K. M. Munshi said that Gandhi's struggle for independence was
his final effort and they should be prepared to win swaraj or die in the
attempt. He advised the audience to use only contraband salt and
boycott those who did not use it. He advised the women to boycott their
relations if they did not take part in the satyagraha struggle. He
condemned the action of the people in interfering with the satyagrahis
that morning, and advised everybody to manufacture salt at Bhatia Baug
and on the Esplanade Maidan the next morning.
V. V. Jairajani brought forward one of the injured satyagrahis and
praised his bravery in defending the honour of his country. He added
that such an exhibition would melt the hearts of the constabulary and
they would refuse to take away the contraband salt.
On the morning of the 21st about 200 satyagrahis of C ward collected
at the Esplanade Maidan. About 30 of them brought sea water and
attempted to manufacture salt in the presence of a large crowd. The
police dispersed them, seized the implements of salt making. About
700 satyagrahis collected at the Bhatia Baug to make salt this morning.
K. M. Munshi was present. He was arrested and the people dispersed.
About 50 satyagrahis attempted to manufactunre salt at Masjid Bunder.
The police arrested Kanji Karamsey Master and two others including
Narbheram Narsidas Popat who was recently sentenced to 7 days' simple
imprisonment for disorderly behaviour in the Girgaum Police Court.
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
The Bombay Provincial Congress Committee was probably the best
organised one in India. No other Provincial Congress Committee could
stand comparison with it. Even the A. I. C. C. Office did not seem to
T

. Ths Bombay Povin^ial Congress Committee had issued a leaflet on the process of
preparing salt the same day.
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be functioning so well as the B. P. C. C. The C. W. C. issued advice
to the satyagrahis through the nationalist press as long as editors would
accept its material. It tried to issue its own bulletins and leaflets, and
distributed circulars, through messengers. But government machinery
made it ineffective many a time. In contrast to the functioning of the
A. L C. C. the Bombay Congress issued the Congress Bulletins practically
daily. The publicity unit of the Bombay Youth League was busy round
the clock in collection and dissemination of the news about satyagrahi
activity and government action. The Congress Bulletins disseminated
fairly authentic news and guided the satyagrahis and the public throughout .
the course of the movement. They continued to appear regularly. If one
editor was arrested, another person took charge. This chain was never
broken.
The Government was very much disturbed by this publicity machinery.
The Governor expressed his agony both to the Viceroy and the Secretary
of State.
The B. P. C. C. used to finance its bulletins equipment and lorries for
transporting volunteers through the city. The B. P. C. C. had located
its funds in secret vaults which could never be seized by the police
Businessmen and the trade associations in the city used to donate
gen msly in the name, of Mahatma Gandhi. It should, however, be noted
that while the mercantile community was an ally of the Congress, the
Industrialists were opposed to it during the Civil Disobedience Movement.
-Editor.

13
CONFIDENTIAL
No. 1802/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 22nd April 1930.

My dear Collins.
In continuation of my D. O. No. 1784/H/3717, dated the 21st
April 1930.
Four meetings were held on the evening of the 21st instant. Two of
f
them were held to congratu1a e K. M. Munshi and Kanji Karamsey
Master who were arrested that morning, and the other two were held to
inform the millhands of the Congress programme relating to the boycott
of foreign cloth and liquor.
The meet'ng held at the Esplanade Maidan was attended by about
6,000 people. Two platforms were erected and D. R. Gharpure, B. F
Bharucha, Mrs. Lilavati Munshi, Purshottamdas Tricumdas, Shivprasad
Gupta, Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, Ganpatishanker N. Desai, S. K. Patil,
Mrs. P^atanben Mehta, Dr. J. N. Choksey, Balubhai T. Besai and Pratap
Singh made speeches congratulating the satyagrahis on their sacrifices and
sufferings and exhorting the people to carry on the campaign with vigour.
D. R. Gharpure said that he was unfortunate in not behig arrested. He
asked the people to continue breaking the salt law. S. K. Patil said that
f
lakhs of people were prepared to accep the challenge of government
•

after the arrest of K. M. Munshi. He exhorted them to go in large
numbers to the Bhatia Baug the next day (i.e., the 22nd) to break the salt
law. Mrs. Munshi said that she was proud of her hunsband's sacrifice,
and his advice was to defy the Salt Act. Purshoftamdas Tricumdas
Bar-at-Law, declared his intention to join the satyagraha movement, but
he was not seen this morning at Bhatia Baug.
Ttie meeting at Mandvi, held on the 21st to congratulate Kanji
Karamsey Master and two other satyagrahis who were arrested, was
attended by about 700 people. Velji Lakhamsey Napoo presided.
Dr. J. V. Vora, Dr. J. N. Choksey, Mrs. Lilavati Munshi, Mrs. Sarojini
Naidu, Ganpatishanker N. Desai and the president made speeches
appealing to the audience to continue the fight for freedom in spite of
the arrests of the leaders.
Other meetings were held on the 21st on the open space opposite the
Gold Mohur Mills, Dadar, and at the Cement Chawls, Sewri. The
principal speakers at these meetings were S. K. Pupala, C. K.
Narayenswami and Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya. About 500
workers were present at these meetings. They were asked to become
members of the Congress and carry out the programme of Civil
Disobedience including the boycott of foreign cloth and liquor.
I attach a copy of the Congress Bulletin issued by the Bombay
Provincial Congress Committee on the evening of the 21st and sold at
one pice per copy.
This morning about 200 satyagrahis, including 10 women, went
Chaupatty and after taking sea water went in procession to Bhatia Baug
under the leadership of D. R. Gharpure, the acting president of the
Bombay Provincial Congress Committee, and S. K. Patil, the
Joint Secretary of the Bombay Provincial
Congress
Committee.
Before they reached Bhatia Baug about 50 satyagrahis had already
assembled with the paraphernalia for saH making. Strong cordons of
satyagrahis including ladies were formed round the spot where salt was
to be made. As the police were not strong enough to break the cordons
without employing considerable force, I instructed the Superintendent to
leave them alone. D. R. Gharpure, S. K. Patil and Ganpatishanker N.
Desai were arrested this morning.
About 50 satyagrahis manufactured salt at Masjid Bunder this morning
but disappeared on the approach of the police.
A few volunteers of the F and G wards sold some packets of salt.
The Chief Presidency Magistrate convicted and sentenced the accused
as follows: —
1. Kanayalal Maneklal Munshi,
Sec- 117 I.P.C
6 months' simple
imprisonment and a
fine of Rs. 300 or in
default 2 months*
simple imprisonment.
Sec. 47 Salt Act*
3 months* "simple
imprisonment.
Substantive sentences
to run concurrently.
2* Dattatraya Ramchandra Gharpuie
<*<>•
do.
3. Ganpatishanker N. Desai
do.
do*
4. S. K. Patil
do.
do.
A-115-3—A.
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AH the accused refused to take part in the proceedings. K. M. Munshi
said that he would not recognise the tribunal appointed by a foreign
government and that the Magistrate, being an employee of such a
government, might inflict any punishment he liked. S. K. Patil said that
he was proud of his action and that every self-respecting Indian should
do the same. The other accused said nothing. A l the accused were
classified as A class prisoners. When people started shouting, the
Magistrate warned them to be quiet. On their repeating the cries the
Magistrate ordered the police to clear the Court. The Magistrate also
warned the pleaders not to congratulate Munshi in Court but to go
outside and do so if they pleased.
Judgment in «he case against Kanji Master and two others has been
postponed till tomorrow.
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
(Specimen Copy)
21st April 1930.
MRS. SAROJINI NAIDU'S MESSAGE .—Neither the raging storm of
repression nor the bitter watjers of ridicule can quench the steadfast and
dedicated flame of freedom that has leapt into being in the heart of
Nation.
ARRESTS :—Mr. Kanji Master, Corporator, Mr. Narbheram Popat,
Mr. A. Bajaj, Mr. Girdharilal T. Halai, Mr. K. A. Vyas, Captain of the
batch, Chaturbhuj Kanji, Motiram Virji, Bhogilal Naran, Chimanlal
Motilal were arrested and let off.
SPONTANEOUS HARTAL -.—Indian businessmen closed their
business this morning when they heard of the arrests of Mr. K. M.
Munshi and Mr. Kanji Master. The hartal was quite spontaneous and
observed by almost all Indian businessmen in Mandavi, and other
localities.
SWAMI ANAND ARRESTED :—Swami Anand, who succeeded
Seth Jamnalal Bajaj as conductor of the satyagraha movement in Ville
Parle is arrested at Santa Cruz and taken to the Bandra lock-up. He will
be placed before the Bandra Court to stand trial on Tuesday morning.
AT ESPLANADE MAIDAN AGAIN PT. MALAVIYA BEATEN : —
In the Esplanade Maidan volunteers had gathered and arranged to
prepare salt. At about 7-30 a.m. some Police officers with European
sergeants and Indian policemen came on the spot at the Esplanade
Maidan. The volunteers had formed a cordon around the fire place
where salt was being manufactured. One of the officers came and
1
enquired as to who was leading the volunteers. Pandit Mukund Malaviya
met him. The officer wanted the volunteers to be dispersed and said
that he had orders to disperse the unlawful assembly. He was told that
the volunteers will not move from the place and he could use such
force as he chose. Thereupon the police formed a circle round the
volunteers and pounced upon them with lathis and batons in their hands.
One of the policemen gave a lathi blow which hit Pandit Mukund
Malaviya on the forehead resulting in bleeding. Other volunteers were
^
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also pushed down and very roughly handled but they stood firm to their
places, and although the police entered inside the cordon and destroyed
the fire place, the volunteers again formed a cordon and began preparing
salt. The police finding the firmness on the part of the volunteers to be
something too much for themselves, left them to their own work and
went away. For about 2 hours the public was there and the volunteers
prepared quite a good deal of salt which was sold on the spot for fancy
prices.
RACE IN BIDDING FOR JEWELS GIFTED TO CONGRESS.—
A procession of about 600 volunteers started from Congress House
to Chowpatty, fetched water and walked through the principal streets, and
arrived at Bhatia Baug. The procession included Mr. and Mrs. K. M.
Munshi. Here the procession was joined by another batch of
volunteers. Salt was manufactured, water being put on the fire by
Mrs. Kamaladevi and Mrs. Leelavati Munshi. The first salt prepared
was scraped and removed by the volunteers and fresh water put on the
fire. Nearly 500 police arrived headed by an Inspector. Mr. Munshi
as the leader of the batch barred the way and said that the volunteers
would offer resistance. He was immediately arrested and removed.
Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya then took charge of the batch and the
operations. The Police Commissioner then approached Mrs
and asked her to move away but she refused, saying she was iin command.
"It is an lawful nuisance when women interfere," the Commissioner was
heard to remark with irritation. The police broke through the cordon,
kicked away the salt pans and removed the fuel and walked away. The
fires were relit and salt was prepared in large quantities. Mrs. Kamaladevi
auctioned the salt for fabulous sums. The women began to offer the
jewels on their persons and they were auctioned for large sums. All the
jewels were returned to Mrs. Kamaladevi by the purchasers to be
re-auctioned over and over again until it was impossible to get rid of
those jewels. So it was decided to put them up for auction at the
evening meeting on the Esplanade. The meeting then dispersed.
*

*

*

GHATKOPAR SENTENCES.—Mr. C. P. Shah and Mr. Jaswantrai
have been sentenced to one year's rigorous imprisonment.
Bombay Government Suddenly Grows Active.
Cowardly Attack of Police on Volunteers.
Bone Fractured, Volunteers Burnt and Arrested.
The Satyagraha Committee had decided to attack on seven fronts on
Sunday the 20th April. The plan proved very effective. After the last
raid at Congress House and the cowardly behaviour of police officers
towards the satyagrahi men and women, the police in Bombay had
practically gone to sleep. The Congress decided to open salt factories
in all the seven wards in the city on the 20th instant. Thi s attack on seven
fronts suddenly woke the police up who immediately went into hysterics.
In A ward the police posse had gathered at the place when volunteers
were to manufacture salt long before the appointed hour. In Bhatia
Baug the police and specially the sergeants attacked the volunteers with
lathis and pushed and dragged them by legs. They broke the pots in
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which salt water was kept and kicked the pots full of boiling water^ on
persons. Several volunteers were severely injured and burnt. Four
volunteers were arrested. Undaunted by these cowardly attacks of the
police the Congress satyagrahi volunteers again started manufacturing salt
as soon as the police had finished their work and retired from the scene.
Again the police attacked. The volunteers restarted their work as soon
as the police had gone. In this way six successive raids were made by
the police. The volunteers, however, did prepare the salt and packets of
contraband salt were sold at the very place for fancy prices.
The following soldiers of the satyagraha army were the heroes of the
Bhatia Baug satyagraha :—
Injured
(1) Maganlal Valji Mehta, (2) Ambalal Sakalchand, (3) Amritlal
Varjeevan, (4) Jaswant Singh Akaii, (5) isarsingh and (6) P. H. Patel.
Three of them are admitted intp the G. T. Hospital.
Arrested
(7) Sardar Thammansingh, (8) Jaswantsingh Akali, (9) Jamnadas
Vallabhdas, (10) Girdhardas Ladhabhai.
All of them were later on released. Satyagraha was continued till
11 a.m. and it only stopped when it grew too hot and the police ceased
to turn up.
Mr. Bam supplied sweet meats and other articles of food to the
Volunteers and the Purohit Hindu Hotel supplied drinks and offered food
to all those who needed.
People flocked in large numbers and cheered the volunteers. The
Congress Committee cannot but congratulate them on their peaceful and
disciplined behaviour which shows that the people are obeying the
instructions of the Congress to the letter.
VICTIMS OF TYRANNY (MAHARASHTRA).—(1) Mr. Jamnadas
Mehta, e.i-M.L.A., (2) Mr. B. G. Kher, Solicitor, (3) Mr. Wandrekar,
(4) Mr. Chamanlal Popatlal Shah, (5) Mr. Jaswantrai Mehta,
(6) Mr. G. V. Ketkar, (7) Mr. R. N. Mandlik, (8) Mr. Bapurao Samant,
(9) Hastmal Sheth, (10) Mr. Maganlal, (11) Dr. Kothari, (12) Mr. Kanaiyalal M. Munshi.
THE ESPLANADE MAJDAN FRONT.—The volunteers of C Ward
had gathered in the Esplanade Maidan to offer satyagraha. Six hundred
volunteers strong formed a deep cordon round the place where salt was
manufactured by the volunteers, police made four successive attacks upon
the volunteers and as soon as the police retired the volunteers renewed
their activities. The police were ultimately tired and baffled at the grit
and tenacity with which the volunteers stuck to their posts and had" to
retire. The following soldiers of the satyagraha army faced the brunt of
the brutal attacks of the police and received injuries : —
1. Sadashiv Shankar Trikamji, 2. Purshottam Jetha, 3. Varajlal
Jethabhai, 4. Mir Mahomed Kashmiri, 5. Ramlal Ambashankar.
6* Rameshwar Dayal. 7. Madhusudan Chaube and 8. Phulchand.

I
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 1814/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 23rd April 1930.

My dear Gollins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 1802/H/3717, dated the 22nd
April 1930.
On the evening of April 22nd a public meeting was held on the
Esplanade Maidan to congratulate D. R. Gharpure, S. K. Patil and G. N.
Desai, the President and Secretaries, respectively of the Bombay Provincial
Congress Committee, on their arrest and conviction. About 3,000
people attended. Two platforms were erected, on one of which
Mrs. Sarojini Naidu was the principal speaker and on the other
Purshottamdas Tricumdas, Bar-at-Law.
Jamnadas Dwarkadas, a follower of Mrs. Besant and an insolvent, said
that he v/as much impressed by the present movement of Gandhi whom
he had recently seen. He added that the time had come when all should
unite in spite of their differences. He complained of the 'exploitation of
India by England and said that it was in the hand of Indians to get rid
of the foreign domination.
Mr. J. N. Choksey appealed to the people to enrol themselves as
volunteers in large numbers.
1
Dr. N. D. Savarkar said that he was glad to have joined the movement
even though at a late stage. The Salt Act Campaign, he said, was only
the beginning of the great fight for independence and they would be
required to break many repressive laws which had been enacted without
their consent.
Purshottamdas Tricumdas advised those only to join the satyagraha
movement who could withstand severe hardships such as lathi charges
and even the bullets of the police.
A Sikh boy named Sant Singh read out a message purporting to have
been sent by H. R. H. the Prince of Wales to Jawaharlal Nehru after his
conviction under the Salt Act. The boy said that H. R. H. was sorry
at Jawaharlal's conviction and regretted his inability to interfere in
political matters.
Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya, Mukund Malaviya, S. K. Pupala,
Pratap Singh, a Sikh, Moulvi Muhammad Ismail of Surat and
Mrs. Lilavatibai Munshi also spoke asking the people to continue the
struggle.
Another meeting was held at Naigaum on the evening of the 22nd at
which Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya presided and about 400 people,
mostly millhands, were present. Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya said
that the workers did not succeed in their fight against the capitalists
because the latter were supported by the British Government and their
police. The Congress, she added, was fighting for swaraj for the workers
and peasants of the country. She advised the workers to become
*. Younger brother of Veer Savarkar who had participated in Rowlatt Satyagraha an
Non-Co-operation movement.

.

members of the Congress. C. K. Narayenswami said that the poverty
India was due to the foreign domination, and that the workers had two
enemies, namely, the Indian capitalists and British imperialism. The
Congress, he explained, was fighting to get rid of British imperialism and
it was the duty of the workers to join the struggle if they wanted freedom.
I attach a copy of the Congress Bulletin (issued by the Bombay
Provincial Congress .Committee on the evening of 22nd.
This morning (23rd instant) about 50 satyagrahis from A ward
assembled at Bhatia Baug with the paraphernalia for salt making. A
little later about 350 satyagrahis from C and D wards joined them there.
They formed a number of cordons round the place where they were
turn
making salt.
redeem yesterday's failure but were relieved when they found there was
to be no resistance. The satyagrahis had an idea that the constables
refused to assault them and therefore the police were not brought up this
morning. Purshottamdas Tricumdas, Bar-at-Law5
Mrs. Kamaladevi
Chattopadhyaya, C. K. Narayenswami, Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, Mrs. Lilavati Munshi, Hamid Ahmed, and Moulvi Mohiuddin Kasuri were
prominent this morning.
About 60 satyagrahis assembled at Vadgadi in the B ward to manufacture salt before a.crowd of about 150 persons. Mukund Malaviya,
son of Pandit Madan Malaviya, was the only prominent person there.
No salt was manufactured in any other ward this morning. I have
given orders to the police not to interfere with salt making till further
orders.
The telegram sent by the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee to
Gandhi and Nehru which was reproduced in today's Chronicle contains
a deliberately false account of yesterday's conflict between the volunteers
and the police. I have called for a written report from the Superintendent
of Police, A Division who led the police party, and on its receipt I shall
send you a copy with my comments.
The honorary secretary of the Bombay Gurkha Sangh has written to
me offering the services of the Gurkhas of Bombay whenever required.
A copy of an anonymous letter received by the editor of the Times
1
of India is also enclosed .
The accused before the Mazagaon Police Court have been convicted
and sentenced as below:
Kanji Karamsey Master
6 months' simple imprisonment each under
Mo.iv o XT -T> *
Section 47 Salt Act and 117 of the I. P. Code.
Narbneram Narsi Popat
3 months' simple imprisonment each under
nu ,„i„i D •• A x,
, Section 47 Salt Act and 117 cf the LP. Code.
Chotalal Pranjivandas Vyas
..
. . 6 months'simple imprisonment each under
Section 47 Salt Act and 117 of the I.P . Code.
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 1.
GOVERNMENT ATTACK ON B. P. C. C - T h e
Not appended here.

22nd April 1930
President of the
Mr

Presidency Magistrate
as follows : —

along with Mr. K. M.

Prof. D. R. Gharpure, President, B. P. C. C
S. K. Patil, Secretary
G. N. Desai, Secretary
..
..
K.Jvl. Munshi, Secretary

..

Mtmshi and

..

sentenced

8 months' simple.
8 months' simple.
8 monthts' simple.
8 montnts' simple.

CASUALTIES
Harkisandas Hospital—
(1) Gopal G. Joshi, (2) Bhagawati Prasad Dwarka Prasad, (3) Laxman
G. Raikar, (4) Maganlal Velji, (5) Laxmi Shankar Kanji Trivedi.
Gokuldas Tejpal Hospital—
3 patients treated as out-patients.
The following telegram has been sent to Mahaijma Gandhi and Pandit
Motilal Nehru by the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee: —
Thornton nothmg to do with Congress. President and both Secretaries
arrested. Three hundred Police attacked volunteers brutally for half
hour continuously, volunteers strangled, hair pulled till blood come out,
kicked at testicles. Cordon could not be broken. Salt manufactured and
sold. Police tired of beating had to return. One strangled volunteer in
precarious condition. Atmosphere peaceful. No cause for anxiety.
THIRD BATTLE OF BHATIA BAG.—This morning, there was the
repetition of last two days' scene. There is nothing more to be
written in the praise of the volunteers, except that they were strangled,
beaten, kicked brutally in the abdomen and testicles, pulled by beards,
and yet the cordon. 7 deep was unbroken to the last. Constables,
tired of beating the innocent satyagrahis, disobeyed four orders of tjheir
superior, and subsequently retired. Three leaders of the volunteers,
Messrs. Gharpure, Ganpatishanker, and Patil were arrested.
WHIRLWIND CONGRESS CAMPAIGN IN LABOUR AREA.—The
Bombay Satyagraha Committee has started a vigorous campaign in the
labour area with a view to carrying the message of the Congress
to the workers and to explain to them their duty in the present nonviolent war for Independence at numerous different centres, namely,
Lalbaug, Naigaum Cement Chawls, Nagu Sayaji's Wadi, Worli, etc.
Daily programmes of meetings have been chalked out and are being
pushed through.
Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya, Mr. C. K. Narayenswami and
Mr. S. K. Pupala are concentrating in this area.
On Monday evening two mass meetings of the workers were held in the
maidan opposite the Gold Mohur Mills and at the Sewri Cement Chawls,
respectively. Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya presided over both these
meetings. Speakers included Mr. S. K. Pupala, Mr. C. K. Narayenswami, Noormohamed Vallibhoy and Mr. Mohmed Ebrahim. All the
speakers explained how necessary it was for the working class to plunge
into the struggle for Independence. Mrs. Kamaladevi declared that the
struggle for Independence meant nothing but
the
struggle for
bread. Mr. Pupala graphically explained the march to Dandee and the
iron determination with which Gandhiji has undertaken the present
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campaign of civil resistence. He drew a pathetic picture of the subtle
ways of exploitation and moral degradation that have been wrought as
a result of 150 years of British rule in this country. Mr, Narayenswami
declared that it was labour and peasantry alone that could solve the
many knotty and baffling questions that confront the country today.
Swaraj would mean nothing if it was not, the inauguration of revolutionary
changes in the present order of things. The fight for Swaraj was
essentially the light for bread, shelter, clothing, for justice and equity.
It was essential that the exploited and starving millions of the workers and
peasants should join the struggle. Other speakers also maintained
a similar strain in their speeches. Great enthusiasm prevailed.
WOMEN BREAK THE SALT LAW.—In the afternoon on Monday
meeting of women was held in Kanji Bhuvan, Parel. Mrs. Kamaladevi
Chattopadhyaya accompanied by the volunteers fetched sea water from
Chowpattv to Parel. Before this gathering of ladies she demonstrated the
simple process of preparing salt sea water. The women gathered there
showed much enthusiasm and eagerness. They assured Mrs. Kamaladevi
that henceforward they would do all that is possible to manufacture salt
in their own homes. They assured her that they were prepared to break
the law in the open and suffer the consequences.
MRS. KAMALADEVI IN SANTA CRUZ.—A largely attended
public meeting was held in the Saraswat Colony at Santa Cruz
on Monday night. In the absence of Mr. R. S. Padbidri who came
rather late, Mrs. Gangaben Patel presided. Mrs. Kamaladevi
Chattopadhyaya in the course of a stirring speech analysed the implications of the present struggle. She declared that the breaking of the Salt
Law was not the end of the struggle but it was only the beginning of the
*tnd. It was sowing the seeds of a mass revolution which was inevitable,
<he exhorted the people to join the struggle and observe complete
ion-violence in the prosecution of the campaign. Mr. C. K. Narayenswami who followed also emphasised the revolutionary aspect of the
struggle and declared that there could be no compromise with British
Imperialism. Theirs was the final struggle for Independence and there
were only two alternatives—Liberty or Death. Mrs. Sitabai Padbidri
explained the duty of women in the present campaign. Mr. R. S.
Padbidri stressed on the question of the boycott of foreign cloth and
prohibition. In winding up the proceedings Mrs. Gangaben Patel paid
a glowing tribute to Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya and expressed the
hope that the women would join in the large numbers when the campaign
of foreign cloth boycott and liquor shops picketing begins. The meeting
terminated at a late hour in the night.
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CONFIDENTIAL
HEAD POLICE OFFICE
No. 1830/H/3717.
Bombay, 24th April 1930.
My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. TR14/H/3717, dated the 23rd
April 1930.
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I attach a cutting from the Bombay Chronicle of date giving the names
of the Attorneys who have decided to close their offices today "in honour
of " the conviction and sentence passed on K. M. Munshi and B. G. Kher.
A copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin No, 2, dated April 23rd, is
attached
I attach a cutting from the Bombay Chronicle which gives an account
of a conversation I had with a reporter of the Times of India regarding
the alleged violence by the police at Bhatia Baug.
Mrs. Kamaladevi and C K. Narayenswami are doing their utmost to
bring the millworkers under the Congress flag. They held two meetings
on the evening of April 23rd, one at Lalbaug and the other at Naau
Sayaji's Wadi. At the former place there were about 1,500 mijllhands
present while at the latter place only about 250 attended. An earnest
appeal was made by Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya and C. K.
Narayenswami to the workers to become Congress members and to join
the fight for independence.
A few ladies belonging to tfye Rashtriya Stree Sabha have been going
from house to house asking wdmen to wear khaddar and to enlist their
names for picketing at liquor and cloth shops in Bombay. They have
not been very successful.
On the night of April 23rd two meetings each attended by about
500 persons, were held at Mumbadevi and Mandvi to congratulate the
Bombay satyagrahis who were convicted and sentenced. Mrs. Sarojini
Naidu, Jamnadas Dwarkadas and L. B. Niphadkar exhorted the audience
to follow the example of their leaders who were suffering in jail.
This morning about 700 satyagrahis assembled on the maidan opposite
the K. E. M. Hospital. C. K. Narayenswami and Mrs. Kamaladevi
Chattopadhyaya brought sea water in a jug in the Congress car and salt
was manufactured in the presence of Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, B. N. Mehisheri,
Mukund Malaviya, L. B. Niphadkar, S. K. Pupala, W. P. Kabadi and
Gajendranath Sharma. Mukund Malaviya took a prominent part in
arranging cordons round the salt makers to resist the police in case they
turned up. Under my instructions no action was taken.
Dr. J. N. Choksey has succeeded D. R. Gharpure as Vice-President
of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee. L. B. Niphadkar and
C. K. Narayenswami have replaced G. N. Desai and S. K. Patil, the two
secretaries of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee.

BOMBAY CHRONICLE
24th April 1930.
SOLICITORS TO OBSERVE HARTAL TODAY
To the Editor of "The Chronicle",
Sir, We beg to send you herewith a copy of the circular signed by
several leading firms of attorneys practising in Bombay and request you

42
to be so good as to publish the same in the tomorrow's issue of your
paper for the benefit of the solicitors practising in the High Court—
fours, etc.,
S. J. AMIN.
H. M. MEHTA.

Bombay, April 23.
CIRCULAR

Attorneys are requested to close their offices tomorrow Thursday the
24th instant in honour of the conviction and sentence passed on
Mr. K. M. Munshi, Advocate and B. G. Kher, Solicitor.
Bombay, dated this 23rd day of April 1930.
Bhaishanker Kanga and Girdharlal.
Madhavji and Co.
Malvi Mody Ranchhoddas and Co.
G. A. Somjee.
Shamrao Minocheher and Hiralal.
Tyabji Dayabhai and Co.
Motichand and Devidas.
Raghavayya Nagindas and Co.
Amin and Desai.
JViansukhlal Hiralal and Co.
Pandia and Co.
Hiralal M. Mehta and Co.
Thakordas Daru and Hemam.
Sabnis, Goregaonkar and Sanjit
Purnanand and Jasubhai.
Amarchand and Mangaldas.
Reie and Co.
G. B. Pandya and Co.
R. B. Mazagonwala.
J. S. Rutnagar and Co.
Jagmohandas Gordhandas and Fozdar.

n
To the Editor of "The Chronicle".
Sir,—In continuation of the circular signed by several firms of attorneys
of Bombay sent to you I beg to inform you that the following further
signatures have been obtained for the said circular. I may mention
that the time being short at our disposal ftirther signatures could not
be obtained on the circular. I however understand that several other
firms of solicitors are closing their offices tomorrow.—Yours, etc.,
H. M.

Names of the firms : —
Messrs. Matubhai Jamietram and Madan.
„
Jamshedji Rustomji and Devidas.
Daphtary, Ferreira and Divan.
„
Mehta Laljee and Co.
Kanga and Co.

MEHTA.

Messrs. £>haramsey Dadachandji and Co. (in protest against conviction).
Dhakshit Maneklal and Co.
„
Harilal Thakkar and Co.
Sukhtankar and Gupta.
Choksi and Co.
„
Phiroz B. Choksi and Co.
„
Samant and Co.
Lala and Co.
r,
Javeri and Co.
*

BOMBAY CHRONICLE
24th April 1930.
In a Press interview the Commissioner to Police, referring to the
statement issued by the Satyagraha Committee regarding the Bhatia Baug
incident, says that the number of police constables present at the raid
was about 100 and not 300 as stated by the Satyagraha Committee, with
10 officers.
" Under my general instructions", the Commissioner continued,
" the three leaders present at Bhatia Baug were arrested and the crowd
of volunteers was ordered to disperse. When the volunteers refused
to disperse an attempt was made to get through the cordons to the
place where water was being boiled. The police were directed not to
use their batons or lathis in dispersing the crowd. Two attempts were
made in this way to get through the cordons, but the police failed to
penetrate them.
" The Superintendent then withdrew his men and telephoned to
me for instructions. He said that he found it impossible to disperse
the crowd without using force and I directed him to withdraw the men
and make no further effort to disperse the crowd as I am reluctant
to order lathi charges against persons adopting a policy of passive
resistance.
"The police could have broken throughout without difficulty if they
had used lathis, but it would have meant injuring a good many persons.
From the inquiries which I have made I can find no foundation for
the statement that volunteers had their hair pulled or that any of them
were kicked in their private parts."
To a further question the Commissioner replied that there were about
a thousand volunteers resisting the police force and a much larger number
of spectator's, but so far he had not received a single complaint from
any one of them about having received an injury or having been an
eye-witness to the infliction of any injury.

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 2
23rd April 1930.
FOURTH DAY AT BHATIA BAUG.—The fourth battle of Bhatia
Bang was fought today (Wednesday) morning. About 500 soldiers
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of the satyagraha army concentrated in the round Maidan at the
Bonbunder. The police attack and the barbarous assault which
marked the breaking of the salt laws in this front had stirred the
people of Bombay to such an extent that a large crowd of ladies
and gentlemen began to take possession of the maidan. At about
8 a.m. the whole maidan was invaded by all classes and communities and
there could be seen only a vast sea of humanity full of enthusiasm. The
whole atmosphere was surcharged with subdued excitement, in such an
atmosphere the satyagrahis entered the plain and started their lawbreaking operations. There was perfect solemnity about the whole
procedure. The volunteers formed a cordon of 8 deep and commenced
the salt operations. The salt was prepared and auctioned on the spot.
Of course the prominent Police officers were there and they made
a complete survey of the situation. On seeing the iron determination of
the salt law breakers, they quietly walked away. The challenge to the
brute force was thrown out, but the authorities by their absolute noninterference have confessed their surrender.
Similarly the Mandvi Front was a great success for the Congress.
A number of satyagrahis were concentrated in this Front and non-violent
battle was offered. Huge crowds of people were gathering at the
Vadgadi place from early hours. Punctually at 8 a.m. the Congress
volunteers began their operations. Five times did they prepare contraband salt which was auctioned at the spot. A strong cordon of three
deep guarded the spot of salt manufacture. There was no police
interference. The Congress cause was vindicated.
Verily the peaceful atmosphere coupled with phenomenal enthusiasm
of the citizens speak eloquently of the wonderful and decisive triumph of
the Congress in a pitched battle at the two Fronts.
*

*

*

FALL OF PESHAWAR
An important event during this period was the total collapse of the
civil authority of the British in Peshawar and surrounding areas from
24 April to 4 May 1930. This event aroused tremendous enthusiasm
in Bombay after the censored news reached the City. The Khudai
Khidmatgars (Servants of God), an army of non-violent patriotic and
self-sacrificing Pathans organised by Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, gained
complete control over Peshawar. The Khudai Khidmatgars, dressed in
red shirts and hence called the Red Shirts, peacefully confronted the
bayonets and rifles of the Indian Army with open chests. They threw
bef
It was, therefore, no surprise that
the Garhawal Rifles of the Indian Army refused to fight against the
Pathans, and further refused to reassert Government authority. The
Khudai Khidmatgars declared Congress ra] over the territory and ran the
administration from 24 April to 4 May. It was only after the 4th
instant that the British Army regained the area after heart-rending
bloodshed and massacre. The coup had started on 23rd April when the
Congress Enquiry Committee on the Frontier Crimes Regulation was
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forcefully excluded from Peshawar. This led to violent speeches, propaganda and arrest of several leaders including Abdul Ghaffar Khan.
Thirty freedom fighters were killed, but the Pathans did not withdraw.
Hands o) volunteers confronted the army which could not but surrender
to the Servants of God. The Government was constrained to withdraw
the police force as well as the army from Peshawar and left the city to
itself.
It was this event which prompted Lord Irwin to promulgate the Press
Ordinance on 27 April to curb the spread of anti-Government exhortations.
It was also this episode which left no alternative before Irwin but to
arrest Gandhiji.
The news of the events on the North West Frontier slowly reached
Bombay after some days, and sparked off public reaction. It was
mentioned in a public meeting in Bombay for the first time on 2 May
1930.

Editor.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No, 1879/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 25th April 1930.

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 1830/H/3717, dated the 24th
April 1930.
On the evening of the 24th instant a public meeting under the auspices
of the F Ward District Congress Committee was held on the maidan
opposite the K. E. M. Hospital. Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya
presided. About 800 millhands, including about 25 women, attended.
The President, Waman Pandurang Kabadi, C. K. Narayenswami, Professor
1
Dharmanand Kosambi and C. B. Johri made speeches asking the people
to join the Congress fight for independence.
Another meeting of millhands was held at Kamathipura the same
evening under the presidentship of Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya.
About 250 workers were present. Chandra Bhal, C. K. Narayenswami,
S. K. Pupala and the president delivered speeches exhorting them to join
the satyagraha movement and assuring them that it was the only real
solution to their economic problem. C. B. Johri, referring to the poverty
of India, said that 21 crores of Indians were starving at present and if
the Congress failed to do something for them, there would be a mass
movement against Government and the capitalists. He appealed to the
workers to help him in forming a Bander Sangh (Monkey Union) of
boys and girls below 14 years of age who would wear badges with the
symbol of a monkey on them to indicate that they woul'd be nobody's
slaves. He declared that it was impossible for any Government to rule
over disaffected people. Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya exhorted them
to use contraband salt.
? *. Prof/ Dharmanand Kosambi was a great scholar of All India reputation.
involvement of such a scholar elevated the level of mass movement.

The
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Anonymous manuscript leaflets were noticed pasted on the walls at the
corner of Sadashiv Lane, Girgaum Bank Road. I attach free translations
1
of them. .
The Rashtriya Stjree Sabha has been able to enrol about 300 ladies
volunteers for the picketing of cloljh and liquor shops.
On the morning of the 25th about 700 satyagrahis went to the
Chaupatty sands and after forming srtong cordons manufactured salt.
I.. B. Niphadkar, the new Secretary of the Bombay Provincial Congress
Committee, Gajendranath Sharma, the Captain of the volunteers, and
S. K. Pupala were present. Jamnadas Dwarkadas made a short speech
asking the satyagrahis to realise the significance of soul force.
I attach a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin No. 3, dated 24th
April 1930.
M M. Kamdar, Advocate, and his wife have joined the satyagraha
movement.

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 3.
Bombay, 24th April 1930.
COMPLETE
TRIUMPH
OF SATYAGRAHA.—Bombay
salt
satyagrahis had another triumph
this
morning. Their
victory
was more complete than on any of the previous days, for the police
were conspicuous by their absolute absence from the scene of the battlefield at the maidan opposite the K. E. M. Hospital, Parel, where about
L000 satyagrahis and a large number of citizens had collected. The salt
manufacturing operations commenced at 7-30 as had been announced
previously and the satyagrahi volunteers had formed themselves in
cordons ten deep to prevent possible assault on their salt pans by the
police. They went on with their work till 9 O'clock as previously fixed
and marched back to the Congress House with triumphant faces.
Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya, and the officebearers of the B. P. C. C. were present throughout, ready to meet the
police. But, perhaps, as a natural climax of the last three days triumphs
of the satyagrahis these so-called protectors and custodians of law and
order (not even their European Officers) did not come anywhere near the
scene of the satyagraha operations. Perhaps they felt discretion better
part of valour, in view of the persistent rumour in the city that the Indian
policemen have refused to co-operate with their non-Indian brothers in
the savage act of breaking of salt pans and knocking down of the utensils.
Also, it is understood that a caste meeting of the Kokani Hindus who
supply the major portion of the Indian police rank and file, warned
that those who will be found to have assaulted the satyagrahis will be
boycotted by the caste, specially refusing to exchange girls for marriage.
POLICE OFFICERS BOYCOTTED.—In Ratnagiri all the merchants
have decided not to order foreign cloth for one year and no one will carry
on any transaction with Police Officers in any shape or form for 3 months
*. Not appended here. It was issued by a revolutionary group with branches in India.
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continuously. It is moreover decided to fine any man violating the above
resolution Rs. 5 \
NO COMPLAINTS TO A MORALLY DEPOSED GOVERNMENT
POLICE COMMISSIONER'S BRAZEN-FACED LIES.—In a statement
issued to the Press the Commissioner of Police for the City of Bombay says
in all seriousness that no force was used against the satyagrahis and that the
version of the Satyagraha Committee is not correct. There is no use
wasting much of our valuable time and energy in contradicting such
brazen-faced lies. Thousands of person who witnessed the ghastly
assault of the Police have broadcasted the facts about it throughout the
city. The Police Commissioner did not receive "a single complaint from
anyone about having received any injury or having been an eyewitness
to the infliction of any injury" because the people have lost faith in the
Government, its justice and its agents. People do not bother about
complaining to the Government how they are determined to destroy the
present system of Government which makes such dastardly attacks by
police oa citizens possible. Satyagraha Committee too is not concerned
with the ignorance or the lies of the Government officials. Congress
believes in one Tribunal and one Authority, namely, "The People". Police
Commissioner and the Government might say anything. The Congress
stands vindicated before the people and carries the authority of the people.
Poor Police Commissioner ought to pity himself and his government that
no complaints are made to him by the people* for, it is only the indication
of the fact that the Police Commissioner as an alien Government has
forefeid all the confidence of the people and the sooner he and his
Government abdicate the better. It m\\ be relief both for the people as
well as for the agents of the Government which has been morally deposed
by the people of this country.
RIOTS OF PESHAWAR.—There was riot in Peshawar, due to the
excitement prevailing as a sequel to the arrests of the Satyagrahi leaders.
Twenty "MJians and two Europeans are killed.
*

*

*

NEWS FROM FRONT.—Eighty volunteers under the captainship of
Mr. Ranade brought contraband salt from Goa to Ratnagiri. They were
attacked by a party of 100 police. Mr. Ranade and all the volunteers
were arrested. Mr. Deogirikar took charge of the remaining satyagrahis
and marched with 1,000 villagers in a procession.
Total law breakers exceed 12,000 at Ankola.
Messrs. L. B. Bhopatkar and Phadke led the satyagraha at Kalyan
and broke the Salt Law. Police were present but no arrest were made.
Dr. Savarkar (N. D.) has joined the Civil Disobedience Campaign at
Ville Parle.
Attempts were made by certain loyalist to ex-communicate Mr. N. D,
Soloman, a member of the first satyagrahi batch of B. P. C. C. A large
number of Christian youths have joined Mr. Soloman and they went in
procession with him through Dadar to Worli and collected natural salt
which was sold off immediately.
^

^ ^

T
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. Not appended here* It was issued by a revolutionary group with Branches in
India.
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—The Jail Superintendent of
Superintendent
gned
Pathan convicts and others had given trouble to Machua Bazar Bomb
M. Sengupta and
Case prisoners, and had assaulted even
Sit Subliash Chandra Bose.
SEQUEL

•

VICTIMS OF TYRANNY
Sentenced
MAHARASHTRA
Sjtami Anand
Sjt. Wandrekar ..
Sjt. B. G. Kher
Sjt. Pasha Govind Nakwa Patil
•

t

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

1 year R. I.
1 year R. I.
1 year R. I.
1 year and a half R. I

BOiMBAY
Sjt. Kanji Master
Sjt. Narbheram To pat
Sjt. Vyas . .

•

•

•

•

•

6 months S. I.
3 months S. I.
6 months S. I.

•

RATNAGIRI
Sjt. V. S. Apte ..
Sjt. Sakhavalkar ..
Sjt. Mir Sukrulla ..

•

6 months S. I.
6 months S. I
6 months S. I

•

SATARA
Sjt. Bhide ..
Sjt. Shivanand
Sjt. Mahajan

•

•

•

•

•

•

3 months S. I
3 months S. I,
3 months S. I
ERANDOL—KHANDESH

Sjt. Shankarrao Kabre
Sjt. Bhimrao Deshpande

•

•

*

•

3 months R. I. and Rs. 200 fine
3 mouths R. 1. and Rs. 300 fine
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 1886/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 26th April 1930.

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 1879/H/3717, dated the 25th
April 1930.
I attach a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin No. 4, dated the 25th
instant.
nine of the 25th
satyaj
brought
manufactured
This morning also aboulj 40 satyagrahis brought sea water from
Chaupat\y and made salt at the Congress House.
About 30 volunteers paraded at the Gowalia Tank Maidan this morn'ng.
All the satyagrahis and all the volunteers corps have been instructed to
be present at the Esplanade Maidan this evening. There is goino to be

4$

a procession from the Esplanade Maidan which is called the Victory
Procession. It will pass through the following localities:
Dhobi Talao, Crawford Market, Bori Bunder, Bazaar Gate, Churchgate
Street, Apollo Bunder, Colaba Reclamation, Esplanade Bandstand,
Hornby Road, Cruickshank Road, Kalbadevi, Bhuleshwar and Girgaum
Back Road.
Tomorrow's programme will be as under:
(1) The National Flag salutation ceremony will take place at Shivaji
Park, Dadar, after which the satyagrahis will manufacture salt in
the Park,
(2) Another flag salutation ceremony will take place at the Office of
the Bhuleshwar District Congress Committee at 7 a.m. and it will be
followed by a procession,
(3) A mass meeting will be held at Chaupattjy in the evening.

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
Bombay, 25th April 1930.
RAID AT ARNALA— The Deputy Superintendent of Police, with a posse
of constables raided the salt camp at Arnala. Eight volunteers barred their
entrance but were farced ; the police on their return were also stopped
from going out of the camp. Sjt. G. V. Gokhale was vainly threatened
with airest by the Police.
*

*

*

VICTORIOUS VOLUNTEERS.—A crowd of 5,000 people and
a thousand satyagrahis cheered a procession that came from the Congress
House at 7-30 a.m. this morning at Chaupatty. Immediately cordons
10 deep were formed, and the manufacturing operations began exactly at
8 a.m. Sjt. Jamnadas Dwarkadas who joined the satyagrahi army
yesterday, in an emphatic speech explained the volunteers and the citizen
their duty.
The manufactured salt was 5
smiling at the Congress House.
*

*

*
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HEAD POLICE OFFICE
CONFIDENTIAL
Bombay, 28th April 1930.
No. 1905/H/3717.
My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 1886/H/3717, dated the 26th
April 1930.
I attach a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin No. 5, dated the 26th
instant.
Tn the afternoon of the 26th instant the "victory procession" consisting
of about 2,000 people, including abou<| 1,000 salt satyagrahis, about 500

A-115—4-A.
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about 200 ladies, started from the Esplanade Maidan
national riags and a cloth placard bearing the inscription "Swaraj is my
5
birthright '. The procession was led by Mrs. Sarojimi Naidu,
Mrs. Kamalactevi Chattopadhyaya, Jamnadas Dwarkadas, Purshottomdas
Tricumdas, Mrs. Lilavati Munshi, Mrs. Perin Captain, I. S. Patel, C. K.
Narayenswami, R. S. Padbidri, G. N. Sharma, W. P. Kabadi and B. G.
Horniman. It passed along Carnac Road, Crawford Market, Bori
Buncter, Uazaar Gate, Churchgate Street, Apollo Bunder, Ormiston Road,
BaadsrtanU, Criuckshank Road, Kalbadevi, Bhuleshwar and terminated at
Girgaum Back Road. The number of processionists increased as the
procession went along. It is reported that at one time there were about
10,000 persons present, but only 200 returned to the Congress House.
On the 27th the flag salutation, ceremony was performed at three
places. Tbe flag at the Office of the Bhuleshwar District Congress
Committee was unfurled by M. M. Kamdar and Mrs. Kamdar. They
advised the people to join the struggle and liberate their motherland from
foreign domination. About 300 persons were present. After the
ceremony the people went in procession through the principal streets of
the C ward.
The flag at Napoo Hall, Matunga, was hoisted by Velji Lakhamsey
Napoo in the presence of about 150 persons. Velji advised them to
boycott foreign cloth and to join the national struggle. A small procession
Matun
Mrs
in the presence of about 1,000 persons. The following were prominent:
Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya, Jamnadas Dwarkadas, Purshottamdas
Tricumdas, C. K. Narayenswami, G. N. Sharma, W. P. Kabadi and
Mrs. Ratanben Mehta. After the salutation ceremony was over most of
the leaders left the place saying that salt would be manufactured later
by those who wanted to do it. About 75 ladies escorted by about 50
volunteers brought water from the sea subsequently and made salt.
The same evening a public meeting was held on the Chaupatty sands.
About 5,000 persons were present. Two platforms were erected.
Mrs. Sarojini Naidu presided on one and Mrs. Lilavati Munshi on the
other.
M. M. Kamdar, Mrs. Kamdar, Purshottamdas Tricumdas
Merchant, B. N. Mehisheri, Dr. J. N. Choksey, Dr. Jethalal V. Vora,
W. T. Halai, Dr. Muzrul Haq Gour, Vithaldas Damodar Govindji,
Jamnadas Dwarkadas, Mrs. Avantikabai Gokhale, Moulvi Mohiuddin
Kasuri, B. Durgadutt, Prof. Dharmanand KosamR S. K. Pupala.
Dr. Abdus Salam and Mrs. Jamnabai Madhavji made speeches exhorting
the people to continue the struggle without fear of jail or death. They
were further asked to take to khaddar and Swadeshi and be prepared to
break other repressive laws. Purshottamdps Tricumdas said that he
wanted to inform Government through their C. I. D. officers present at
the meeting dressed in khaddar that the movement would not die because
of the arrest of a few leaders. He, however, added that there should be
hurrv
He condemned the attitude of
the Ali Brothers towards Gandhi and his movement and said that in spite
Muhammadans
A-115-4-B.
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M. N. Kamdar asked the people to continue the struggle and said that
the programme of Civil Disobedience involved not only a fight against
Government but) against their own people, namely, the vendors of liquor
and foreign made goods. L. B. Niphadkar, Secretary of the Bombay
Provincial Congress Committee, announced that the satyagrahis should
now break the Salt Act by transporting it from one place to another by
1
rail. A Scotchman named John Spiers and an aged lady namec
Miss Poolar were present at the meetings at Shivaji Park and at Chaupatty.
This morning about 100 satyagrahis left the Congress House with gunny
bags for Kurla to bring salt from the Kurla Creek. They returned with
about 10 gunny bags to the Dadar Railway Station from where the bags
were conveyed by bullock-cart to the Congress House. About 100 salt
satyagrato brought sea water to the Congress House for manufacturing
salt. About 100 employees of the cloth markets (which are closed today
on account of Amavasya, the last day of the month) went in procession to
Chaupatty sands and manufactured salt there. After visiting the
Congress House they went away. About half a dozen ladies were noticed
visiting houses for enrolling women to do picketing at clbth shops from
tomorrow.
About 500 persons, including about 300 satyagrahis, from A and C
wards, assembled at the Bhatia Baug this morning and manufactured
salt. Mrs. Ratanben Mehta was present.
About 50 volunteers of the B ward manufactured salt at Dana Bunder
and at Janjikar Street. About 50 volunteers paraded in the E and F
wards.
In the G ward about 14 satyagranis sold salt.
I attach a cutting from the Times of India, dated 28th April 1930,
giving resolutions passed by the meeting of the Bombay Piece Goods
Merchants' Association on the 26th instant.

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 5.
Bombay, 26th April 1930.
FORCES OF TYRANNY MOBILISING—A Bombay Government
Gazette Extraord'nary of the 25th inst. announces the embodiment of
120 rank and file of the 1st Battalion of the Great Indian Peninsular
Railway Regiment, and 95 rank and file of the 1st Battalion of the
Bombay, Baroda, and Central India Railway Regiment, auxiliary force
(India) to supplement His Majesty's Regular Forces in the event of an
emergency with effect from April 25, 1930.
Emblazened in prominent type the Times of India prints the whole
text, of the Gazette with the intriguing head line "Precautions in Bombay"
—Why ? Are the Police contemplating further acts of legalised
lawlessness ?
PERSECUTION OF PRESIDENT PATEL.—President Patel has
resigned. The tale of his persecution ought to be an eye-opener to those
who believe that Britain is out seriously to grant Dominion Status to
India or who believe the agents of Britain in India are trying to establish
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the authority of the people in this country. Even Ijhe President of the
Assembly is hounded by the worthy members of the Criminal Investigation Departjment of Government. If he, according to the well established
practice in every democratic country tries to be above party and refuses
to join the conspiracies of the Government officials, all the forces of
vilification, ridicule and intrigues are let loose on him. Is Britain going
to establish people's raj in India bjy undermining t|he authority of the
chosen representatives of the people and by insulting them and intriguing
against them ? Let Setalwad School answer.
*

*

*

*

TIMES OF INDIA
28th April 1930.
Another big meeting of the Bombay Piecegoods Native Merchants'
Association was held on Saturday, when a resolution was passed
protesting against the sentences passed on the satyagraha leaders and
volunteers, urging the appointment of a committee to inquire into the
allegations made against the Bombay police, and warning the authorities
that if the present political situation in India was not eased at the
earliest moment, there was a grave crisis in store for the manufacturers
of foreign cloth and businessmen and that in that event the members of
the Association would be compelled to consider the advisability of
cancelling all outstanding orders. Mr. Harjivan Walji occupied the
chair.
Mr. Dharamsy Madhavji moved—(1) This meeting strongly protests
against the action of the authorities in inflicting rigorous and inhuman
sentences upon the satyagrahi leaders and volunteers taking part in the
present political campaign and congratulates these leaders and volunteers
for their great self-sacrifice in the cause of the Motherland. (2) It has
come to the knowledge of this meeting that the local police have committed
cruel assaults on satyagraha volunteers in the city against which it
expresses its strongest disapproval and invites the attention of Government to these acts of high-handedness. (3) It further urges that it is
essential to institute a public inquiry into the conduct of the police and
hopes that Government will appoint at the earliest opportunity a committee
with a non-official majority.
A WARNING.—Mr. Gordhandas G. Morarji moved an amendment
for the addition of the following clause to the resolution : —
(4) " In view of the boycott of foreign goods throughout this country
and in view of the prevailing political situation, this Association is of
opinion that a verv serious and abnormal crisis has arisen for the
mercantile community, and accordingly it desires to warn its members
of the critical situation that lies ahead. This meeting also draws the
attention of the Secretary of State for India, H. E. the Viceroy, the
Trade Commissioner for India, the Member for Commerce and
Industries, the Manchester Chamber of Commerce and the Bombay
Chamber of Commerce to this grave political situation and urges upon
them to make use of their power and influence to bring about an

acceptance of the national demands, and thereby effect an amicable
settlement. This meeting hereby gives a warning tnat m case the
political situation is not eased at the earliest moment, a graver situation
ror manutacturers and businessmen is likeiy to tonow, and that in that
case the members ot this Association will be most reluctantly compelled
to consider the advisability of cancelling all outstanding orders. V
Mr. Morarji said the wiioie trouble had arisen owing to tlie present
system of Government of India. Mr. Gandhi had laid before the
Viceroy 11 demands, and if, Government made a public announcement
that they were prepared to consider them there was every nope of the
situation changing for the better. Mr. Morarji telt sure that uovernment
would give due weight to the protest of a commercial body like theirs.
A member here read a telegram received from Dr. ^atyapal from
Lahore, sitting that the dealers of foreign cloth there were piepared to
cancel orders already given, if Bombay agreed.
Mr. lSatvarlal INarandas thought that when the significance of the
warning was brought home to the authorities and the manutacturers of
foieign cloth they would exerti their influence to put an end to the present
state things in India.
Mr. Bhagwandas Premji said the amendment was an ultimatum to all
concerned,
*
BOMBAY BOYCOTT.—The Chairman (Mr. Harjivan Walji) in
winding up the debate said that their resolution not to purchase foreign
cloth for three months had been misinterpreted in certain quarters, and
it was alleged that they had passed it because there was an overstock
of British piecegoods in the market. The fact was that, there were now
about 34,000 bales of foreign cloth in the warehouses. Of these, the
Japanese goods amounted to about 15,000 bales; about 10,000 bales were
of piecegoods from Germany, America and Italy ; and about 8,000 or
9,000 bales were of British goods, representing about one-fourth of the
whole. He assured the meeting that if the political situation in the
country did not improve in the near future, they would not only not
purchase foreign cloth for three months, but they would extend the
period to 12 months. If Government did not come to terms even then,
they would resolve never to buy foreign cloth. But he hoped Government would not compel them to take that step.
Mr. Morarji's amendment was then put to the vote and carried
unanimously.
It was resolved to forward copies of the resolution to H. E. the
Governor in addition to the authorities mentioned in the resolution, and
the first part of it to the Home Member of the Bombay Government.
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HEAD POLICE OFFICE
CONFIDENTIAL
No. 1930/H/3717
Bombay, 29th April 1930.
My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No.
April 1930.
1905/H/3717, dated the 28th
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i attach a copy of the Bombay Congress BuUetin No, 6, for your
information- As the Dattairaya Printing Press refused to print the
congress Bulletin owing to the Press Ordinance, cyclostyled copies of the
buuetin were made at the Congress House yesterday.
In the afternoon of the 28ih about 150 ladies met at the Peoples'
Jinnah Hall under the presidentship of Mrs. Perin Captain. They were
dvised to enlist women volunteers for picketing foreign cloth and liquor
shops. The mtention is that the lad.es should go out in procession and
preach the boycott of foreign cloth and prohibition of liquor. They will
not do aclual picketing at the cloth shops. They hope to enlist a large
number of women picketers in a week's time and tney then intend to
picket liquor shops.
un the evening of the 28th a meeting of about 200 Patidars was held
at the Marwadi Vidyalaya Hall under the presidentship of Mrs. Ramibai
Kamdar. Mrs. Gangaben Patel, Ambaidas Amin, G. B. Trivedi,
Raojibhai Patel and Vithalbhai Raoji made speeches congratulating
Vithalbhai J. Patel on his resignation of tjhe presidentship of the Assembly
and joining Gandhi's movement. It was further decided Xp have
a. procession in his honour when he came to Bombay. 1 hear that
Vithalbhai's intention is to go to England and do propaganda work
there.
The same evening, under the auspices of the Matunga Taluq Congress
Committee, a public meeting was held at Napoo Hall, Matunga.
M. M. Kamdar presided. About 500 persons attended. Purshottamdas
Tricumdas said that it was a wrong move on the part of the satyagraha
committee to have held the victory procession to mark the triumph of
the satyagraha movement. His opinion was that the struggle had only
just began and that it would take a long time to persuade the British
Government to yield to pressure. He warned the people that what
happened in Peshawar, Calcutta and Madras might happen in Bombay
and that therefore onhy those who were determined to suffer should join
the satyagraha struggle. Jamnadas Dwarkadas complained of the
exploitation of the country by Government for years together and asked
the people to join the satyagraha movement* instead of dying of starvation
and disease. B. N. Mehisheri said that the Press Ordinance would not
be able to gag a nation. M. M. Kamdar said that it was the Government
which brought hatred on itself by its acts of commission and omission.
He asked the people t ocontinue the struggle till victpry was attained.
The same evening contraband salt was sold at the Congress House to
a few peuons who went there. A few volunteers in the Parel area went
about preaching the boycott of foreign cloth and prohibition.
Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya and Mrs. Munshi visited the mill area
and induced workmen to become members of the Congress and take part
in the Civil Disobedience Campaign.
This morning about half a dozen gunny bags containing salt were
brought from Kurla to the Congress House. About 150 satyagrahis went
out from the Congress House with packets of salt which they solid in the
city at one pice each. About 150 volunteers from the C ward assembled
at the Esplanade Maidan and split up into batches of 15 each. They
>

i
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went into Various localities such as Princess Street, Kolbhat Lane,
Bhuleshwar and made salt. About 40 salt satyagrahis, both Hindus and
Muhammadans, assembled at Khoja Mohoila under the leadership of one
Jafferbhai, a Khoja who is reported to be working in the docks as
a mucadam, and manufactured salt which was auctioned for Rs. 2.
They then proceeded to Chakla Street where they again made salt and
sold it for Rs. 2. They tried to sell the salt to the Khojas, to which
community Jafferbhai belongs, but without success. A few volunteers of
the G ward went about selling packets of salt in their own locality.
A few satyagrahis from the A ward brought salt from Churchgate and
sold it in the Fort area.

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. o.
Bombay, 28th April 1930.
SATYAGRAHA ACTIVITIES IN BOMBAY.—As announced batches
of 100 or more volunteers proceeded irom the different wards of the
city and fetched cart-loads of salt from Kurla, Mahalaxmi and
Churchgate and sold salt throughout the city. At Kurla a squad of more
than fifteen policemen watched the operations without interfering.
Batches of volunteers operating from the different wards also transported
salt irom one station to another by rail. The Customs authorities,
though thus challenged, did not interfere.
TUESDAY'S PROGRAMME.—All the satyagrahi volunteers will be
selling contraband salt throughout the city on Tuesday under the direction
of their respective ward captains.
MUSLIMS TO BREAK SALT LAW.—At Khoja Mohalla, Khadak
near the house of Dostmahomed Peermahomed the Muslims of Mandvi
and adjoining districts will gather and offer satyagraha by manufacturing
salt under the leadership of Mr. Jafferbhoy.
5
LABOURS
RESPONSE TO CONGRESS CALL.—The intense
propaganda of the Bombay satyagraha committee in the labour area is
producing a great effect. In all about fiftten public meetings of the
workers have been held in different centres throughout the area. At all
this Shrimati Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya presided and the speakers
included Messrs. C. K. Narayenswami, C. B. Johri, S. K. Pupala,
Prof. Kosambi, Mahomed Ibrahim, Dr. Choksey and Mr. W. P. Kabadi.
" Labour and Congress ", " The fight for Bread ", " The Road to Swaraj ",
" Workers' Duty to the country ", " The Struggle for Existence " formed
some of the main themes of the speeches. The working class has taken
to the Congress message with great enthusiasm.
BOMBAY LADIES TO BEGIN BOYCOTT CAMPAIGN.—On the
29th April all the lady volunteers will gather at Congress House and
form a procession singing songs and exhorting the public to boycott foreign
cloth and give up drinking.
BOYCOTT OF BANDRA MAGISTRATE AND POLICEMEN.—
Under the presidentship of Mrs. Ratanben Mehta a meeting of the
citizens of Bandra was held on Sunday morning when Mrs. Mehta
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exhorted the audience to boycott the magistrate and the policemen of
Bandra who have been instrumental in inflicting barbarous sentences
upon the respected leaders, bandit Mukund Jvlalaviya appealed for the
boycott of foreign cloth which he said was a sign of slavery and he also
asked for the social boycott of Government servants.

20
CONFIDENTIAL
No. 1945/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 30tjh April 1930.

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 1930/H/3717, dated the 29th
April 1930.
f attach a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin No. 7 for your
information.
On the evening of the 29th instant about 250 ladies, who have been
enrolled as volunteers for picketing, started from the Congress House
and went in procession along Girgaum Road, Dadyshet Aggian Lane,
Kalbadevi, Princess Street, Mangaldas Cloth Market, Mulji Jetha Cloth
Market, Lakhmidas Cloth Market, Javeri Bazaar, Bhuleshwar and
Girgaum Back Road. They asked the public to boycott British goods
and entreated the shopkeepers on the way to deal in swadeshi goods only.
Prominent among them were Mrs. Ratnaben Mehta, Mrs. Janakibai
Jamnalal Bajaj, Mrs. Gangaben Patel, Miss Shantilal Desai and
Miss Khandvala. On returning to the Congress House, they dispersed.
Most of them were dressed in orange coloured saris of khaddar. As the
lady volunteers are not coming forward in sufficient numbers, requests
for volunteers are being made from house to house and several public
meetings have also been arranged for that purpose. Mrs. Kamaladevi
Chattopadhyaya, C. K. Narayenswami and W. P. Kabadi are trying their
best to enlist working class women to join as volunteers but without
success. They told the millhands that if they did not drink liquor and
use foreign cloth, the ladies would not be required to do picketing
work.
Two meetings were held in the labour area on the evening of the
29lh. One was held on the open space opposite the Gold Mohur Mills,
Dadar.
About 350 millhands were present. Mrs. Kamaladevi
Chattopadhyaya presided. C. K. Narayenswami and W. P. Kabadi made
speeches exhorting the millworkefs to join the Congress movement and
informing them that the Congress was fighting for the welfare of the
workers and the peasants of India. The other meeting was held at
Parel village where about 300 millhands attended. Dr. J. N. Choksey
presided. Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya, L. B. Niphadkar and
C. K. Narayenswami made speeches advising the millhands to join the
Congress fight.
The same evening the Bhuleshwar District Congress Committee and
the Mandvi District Congress Committee held public meetings at

U
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Bhangwadi and at Masjid Bunder Road, respectively. The audience at
Bhangwadi was about 700. The audience at Mandvi was about 1,300.
M. M. Kamdar, Mrs. Kamdar, Dr. J. N. Choksey, Mrs. Lilavati Munshi,
Purshottamdas Tricumdas, Jamnadas Dwarkadas and Mrs. Sarojini Naidu
made speeches asking the people to continue the struggle in spite of
ordinances and other repressive measures that may be adopted. At the
meeting at Mandvi Jamnadas Dwarkadas presided. Mrs. Kamaladevi
Chattopadhyaya, Mrs. Lilavati Munshi, Mrs. Ramibai
Kamdar,
Dr. J. V. Vora, B. N. Maheshwari and Purshottamdas Tricumdas made
speeches exhorting the people to continue the Civil Disobedience
Movement.
This morning the satyagrahis sold and transported salt by rail. A few
satyagrahis from A, B, C and D wards went to Kurla and Churchgate
to bring salt. About 100 satyagrahis from the different wards went about
selling salt at various places. In the A, B and C wards salt was
manufactured at street corners ; a small quantity of water was boiled at
each place. No leading Congressmen were noticed taking part in the
manufacture or the sale of salt. The work is entrusted to ordinary
volunteers and now-a-days nobody collects when they are making salt.
About 75 volunteers went to the Bhau's Dhakka (wharf) at 9-30 a.m.
today to receive some political prisoners arriving by boat from the
Kolaba district. Three political prisoners arrived shortly after 2 p.m.
from Alibag escorted by a Head constable and 4 Armed Police. They
were met at the wharf by about 250 persons dressed in khaddar. No
intimation was received by me from the Kolaba district authorities that
these prisoners were arriving, but on seeing the crowd collecting at the
wharf and learning the object for which they had come, ttfie Superintendent
of the Dock Police arranged for one of the prison vans to be sent down.
The prisoners and escort were taken in the prison van to Victoria
Terminus where they entrained for Thana. I am writing to the District
Magistrate, Alibag, in this connection.

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 7

Bombay, 29th April 1930.

:—L. B. Bhopatkar—Six months S. I.
SATYAGRAHA ACTIVITIES IN BOMBAY.—The
satyagrahi
volunteers covered every street and corner of Bombay selling contraband
salt which they supplied in one seer packets, one such packet being
supplied to each family at two pice less than the price of the
Government Salt. The Bombay P. C. C. have many more maunds of
salt awaiting distribution. Volunteers also proceeded to Kurla and
brought back a huge quantity of salt by rail. Salt was also sold in the
train, but the Customs authorities as well as the police kept aloof.
TRANSPORT WORKERS' ENTHUSIASM.—A largely attended
public meeting of the B. B. & C. I. Railway workers was held on
Tuesday evening at Lower Parel under the auspices of the Employees'
Union. Smt. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya presided and explained to the
KALYAN
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workers that the Congress programme and principle Would not become
real unless it was a programme of swaraj for the masses. A resolution
was passed congratulating Sjt. Jamnadas Mehta and other leaders who
had been arrested and supporting the cause for which they are suffering.
SWADESHI CAMPAIGN : DESH SEVIKA SANGH.—An intensive
house to house campaign for the propogation of swadeshi is being carried
on by the lady volunteers since the 21st inst Groups of volunteers have
chalked out areas and visiting houses to get the pledges signed. About
two thousand pledges have been signed and the work is being continuec
very vigorously. The groups led by Mrs. Gajjar, Shantilal Desai and
Mrs
*

*

*

SECRETARY OF THE B. P. C. C. TO SEE MAHATMAJI.—
Sjt. R. S Padbidri, Joint Secretary B. P. C. G, is proceeding to Gujerath
tonight to interview Mahatmaji regarding the future programme of
activities in Bombay.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 1969/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 1st May 1930

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 1945/H/3717, dated the 30th
April 1930.
I attach a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin No. 8 for your
information.
On the evening of the 30th April Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya,
C. K. Narayenswami and W. P. Kabadi addressed two meetings of
labourers at Sewree and Naigaum. About 400 millhands attended each
of the meetings. Speeches were made exhorting the workers to join the
Congress movement.
The D Ward District Congress Committee held a public meeting at
Khatau Makanji's Wadi, Girgaum, on the evening of the 30th April.
Mrs. Lilavati Munshi presided. About 400 persons attended. The
president, Dr. J. N. Choksey, Jamnadas Dwarkadas, Mrs. Kamaladevi
Chattopadhyaya and Purshottamdas Tricumdas made speeches advising
the people to continue the struggle in spite of the repressive measures of
the Government and to be ready to break all laws which Gandhi would
require them to break. The audience was advised to boycott Government salt. About 20 persons including 5 ladies registered their names as
volunteers at the meeting.
The same night another meeting was held at Madanpura at which about
800 Mussalmans were present. Moulvi Mohamed Ali (Dharavi)
Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, Dr. J. N. Choksey, Kazi Ataullah, Pandit

$

Sunderlal, Syed Aauf Pasha and Mohamed Ebrahim addressed
the audience asking them to join the Congress movement.
About 800 satyagrahis from all the wards of the city were called to the
Congress House last night to receive important instructions with regard
to the tuiure programme. Pandit Sunderlal, Dr. J. N. Choksey, L. B.
Niphadkar, Gajendr&nath Sharma and Mrs. Ramibai Kamdar were
present. Pandit Sunderlal mentioned that all the satyagrahis would
henceforth be divided into three classes. The first class or the 'A' class
would include those satyagrahis who were prepared either to die or get
Swaraj and for that purpose to remain permanently on the satyagraha list.
The second class or the 'B' class would include those satyagrahis who
would at least devote 4 hours a day for Congress propaganda. They
would be required to go from house to house and advise people to
manufacture and use only contraband salt. They would also be required
to approach Government servants including the police officers and win
them over by persuasion or make them resign their jobs on pain of social
boycott. If the Government servants did not listen to their appeal and
persuasion, it would be the duty of the satyagrahis to see that no washerman or a barber or any other servant did work for them. Their food
supplies however were not to be stopped. The third class or the ' C class
volunteers would be required to do picketing work or take up the salt
satyagraha or any other work given tq them. They should also carry
on propaganda for the use of khaddar and see that the people took to the
1
charkha and khaddar . These three categories of satyagrahis would be
arranged in a couple of days. They were asked not to register their names
as satyagrahis if they had any objection.
R. S. Padbidri, the secretary of the Bombay Provincial Congress
Committee, who had been to see M. K. Gandhi on the night of the 29th
April in company with C. B. Johri and S. K. Pupala, returned to Bombay
this morning. It is reported that Gandhi has advised the Bombay
Provincial Congress Committee to enrol a lac of volunteers whose duty
it will be to carry on propaganda for the boycott of British goods and
the use of khaddar. It* is also reported that Gandhi was willing to come
to Bombay when Bombay was ready with its quota of volunteers and that
he would then lead the raid on the salt depot at Bombay.
Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya intends to go to Mangalore with
a batch of about half a dozen persons from the Karnatak to carry on the
satyagraha campaign there in a couple of days.
Owing to the Press Ordinance the Star Electric Printing Works refused
to print Vanguard (Editor—Meherali). Thef find it difficult to get
tjie other presses to print it. It! is likely that it may ceose publication.
This morning about 50 satyagrahis from different wards went to Kurla
and Churchgate and brought a few maunds of salt to the Congress House,
No salt was manufactured this morning in any of the' wards though it was
sold by a few satyagrahis in the A and G wards. There was a parade
for all the wards except A and G where salt was sold.
propagation of khadi was accorded considerable importance by Gandhiji

/

60
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 8.
Bombay, 30th April 1930,
SALT SATYAGRAHA IN BOMBAY.—All the salt satyagraha were
out today to break the salt law in all its penal provisions. They fetched
sea water, distributed salt to the public and also transported salt by rail.
The Police and Customs authorities are evidently non-co-operative from
enforcing the powers vested in them.
MUSLIM WOMEN TO THE FORE.—The Muslim women in Bombay
are evincing great interest in the Congress movement. On Tuesday
evening Smt. Sarojini Naidu,
Smt. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya,
Smt. Perin Captain, Smt. Gangaben Patel, Smt. Hansa Mehta and other
leading members of the women's movement in Bombay had interesting
talk with a large number of Muslim ladies who had assembled to hear
about the importance and nationwide implications of the Congress
movement. The Muslim ladies were very enthusiastic particularly about
the swadeshi programme. The talk being informal, a bigger meeting of
Muslim women is being arranged.
PROPAGANDA AMONG WOMEN.—Two women's meetings were
held at Parel on Tuesday when Smt. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya and
Smt. Gangaben Patel explained to the women the implications of the Salt
Civil Disobedience and the need for boycott of foreign cloth. The
speakers were eagerly listened to and great enthusiasm was shown when
Smt. Kamaladevi demonstrated the preparation of contraband salt from
sea water. At both places contraband salt was freely distributed.
CONGRESS AND LABOUR.—The Satyagraha Committee's propaganda in the labour area continue vigorously. Two mass meetings of
workers were held on Tuesday in the labour area. Smt. Kamaladevi
Chattopadhyaya, Dr. Choksey, C. K. Narayenswami and others addressed
the meeting.
SATYAGRAHA ACTIVITIES AT MANDVI.—The
satyagraha
volunteers of Mandvi proceeded this morning to Kurla and brought back
a large quantity of salt. They also prepared salt at various centres, most
important of which were Dana Bunder, Vadgadi and Dariasthan.
AWAKENING AMONG MUSLIM WOMEN.—At a meeting held
yesterday night at Mandvi which was addressed by Smt. Lilavati Munshi
and other speakers there was present a large number of Muslim and
Multani women.
Dr. SAWARKAR ARRESTED.-Dr. Sawarkar was arrested this
morning at Arnala near Virar and brought to Thana. He will be placed
before the Magistrate tomorrow.
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1 attach a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin No. 9 for your
information.
The procession of the Muhammadans, which was to have started from
Congress House in the afternoon of 1st May, has been postponed to
Sunday next.
In the evening packets of salt weighing one seer were sold at the gate
of the Congress House at one pice each.
A public meeting was held the same evening at Love Lane, Mazagaon,
under the presidentship of S. K. Pupala. About 350 persons including
some millworkers were present. The president, C. K. Narayenswami,
Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya and Dayaram Mehta made speeches
explaining the significance of the satyagraha movement and asking the
people to join it. S. K. Pupala said that Gandhi wanted a lac of people
from Bombay to take up spinning, to observe non-violence and to wear
khaddar before he came to Bombay. Prohibition was also one of his
conditions. C. K. Narayenswami advised the people to boycott British
goods and give up drink if they wanted Self-Government. Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya asked the people not to be afraid of the mighty
British Empire and advised them to be ready to break all the unjust laws
1
when required. She a so appealed to the police to give up their jobs and
join the movement. Dayaram Mehta requested the audience to give up
cigarette smoking.
A batch of six Karnatak satyagrahis came to the Congress House this
morning. They were garlanded. They left for Mangalore on foot via
Kalyan. Mrs. Kamaladevi did not accompany them, but she intends to
go there by train.
This morning Pandit Sunderlal attended to the classification of the
satyagrahis as mentioned in my letter of yesterday. A few satyagrahis
proceeded to Kurla and Mulund to bring salt^ The rest of the satyagrahis
volunteers paraded in their respective wards for about an hour. There
was no manufacture or sale of salt this morning.
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 9.
Bombay, 1st Mav 1930.
GANDHTJI WILL COME TO LEAD BOMBAY.—Citizens of Bombay,
you have responded to Congress call wonderfully. But now your real time
is to come. Gandhiji has agreed to come and lead Bombay personally if
the citizens of Bombay fulfill three conditions. The conditions are very
simple and if we are not prepared to fulfill even such simple conditions we
have no right to yearn for Swaraj. On 13th Apr'l the B. P. C. C. wanted
onlv a lac of persons to come and break the Salt Law and more than
three Jacs came. Gandhiji wants only a lac of men. If only a lac of
persons pledge themselves to fulfill the three simple conditions enunciated
bv Gandhiji he will come personally to lead Bombay. The conditions
will soon be made known to you. Prepare for action and watch the
Bulletin for further news.
SALT SATYAGRAHA TN THE CITY.—The activities of the salt
satyagrahis are being continued with unabated vigour. The volunteers
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were out as usual to collect and to sell salt. They proceeded in batches
to Churchgate, Mahalaxmi, Chaupaity, Kurla and other places. At Kurla
where there is a large deposition of natural salt they found huge crowds
of people collecting salt for themselves.
A WARNING.—The public are warned that the Congress salt is sold
at out anna per paili and the public are requested not to pay more for it.
I: will be advisable for the public to call at the Congress House and
fetch salt direct. This warning is given since we have come to know that
designing people are selling Government salt as contraband salt at the
higher price.
MUSLIMS RALLY TO THE CONGRESS.—All those who were
privileged to be present at the vast concourse of Muslims who gathered
together at Madanpura yesterday night and stayed on till a very late hour
will have no doubt as to where the heart of the Muslim is. The meeting
was held under the auspices of the Bombay Muslim Congress Committee
and was add 3ssed by various Mahommedan and other speakers. Maulavi
Mahomed Ali presiding quoted the great message of Khalif Ommar, " Man
was born free and he should not be put in chains". Aauf Pasha, the
Secretaiy of the Colombo Khilafat Committee made reasoned appeal to
the Muslims to rally round the Congress stands. Mrs. Naidu made an
eloquent appeal in Urdu. Pandit Sunderlalji in impassioned words
exhorted the Muslims to remember the great heritage of the past in
Muslim culture and achievement and to join the present fight. The
audience were visibly moved by his almost inspired utterance. Quazi
f
Ataulla moved a resolution apprecia ing the sacrifices of the Muslims of
Peshawar in the cause of freedom and protesting against the highhandedness of the officials. He declared that any repression would not
deter the Muslims from joining the struggle.
CONGRESS AND LABOUR.—The continuous propaganda in the
working class area is bearing good results. The labourers have, in no
uncertain terms began to respond to the Congress call. Two mass
meetings were held on Wednesday night when Smt. Kamaladevi
Chattopadhvaya, C. K. Narayenswami and W. P. Kabadi spoke on
" The Fight for Swaraj ".
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On the evening of the 2nd instant about 75 satyagrahis went out in
batches from the Congress House. Some of them brought salt and some
sold it.
Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya, C. K. Narayenswami and W. P.
Kabadi addressed two labour meetings one at Naigaum and the other at
Worli. The attendance varied from 300 to 500 people. They advised
the audience to boycott foreign cloth and abstain from drinking. At
Naigaum Mrs. Kamaladevi said that they should not abuse the police
who were after all their brethren and who would be won over the
movement they were convinced of the justice of the people's cause.
The G ward District Congress Committee held a public meeting the
same evening at Dalmia Building, Matunga, under the presidentship of
Dr. J. N. Choksey. Purshottamdas Tricumdas said that the Bombay
Provincial Congress Committee had received.a detailed report from
Moulvi Abdul Kader Kasuri of the Punjab as to how the Police and the
Military want only fired on the peaceful crowd of the satyagrahi
Muhammadans after the arrest of the leaders. He compared the Peshawar
1
incident with that if Jallianwalla with the exception tjha'i at Peshawar
people boldly faced the bullets and did not run away. One important
lesson of the Peshawar firing was the refusal of the military sepoys to fire,
on the defenceless crowd. B. N. Mehisheri said that the satyagrahi
should be such as to withstand the bullets fired at them.
The Patidar Samaj held a public meeting at the Marwadi Vidyalaya
Hall on the evening of the 2nd instant to cogratulate Vithalbhai J. Patel
on his resignation. Dr. Purshottamdas Patel presided. About 350 persons
including 75 ladies, attended. Dadubhai P. Desai, Bhulabhai J. Desai,
Dr. J. N. Choksey, B. N. Mehisheri, Shankerbhai Amin, Mrs. Sarojini
Naidu, Mrs. Lilavati Munshi and Jamnadas Dwarkadas made speeches
extolling the virtues and courage of Vithalbhai Patel. Bhulabhai J. Desai
complimented him for his silent and steady work in the cause of the
country. He advocated the boycott of foreign cloth and thought that
picketing of foreign cloth shops would not be of much value without
moral persuasion of the people. Dr. J. N. Choksey pointed out that the
boycott of British goods and prohibition of liquor would compel the
British Government to leave the shores of Tndia, B. N. Mehisheri said
that Vithalbhai Patel received a parting gift in the form of the Press
Ordinance. He advised the people to boycott all Anglo-Indian papers.
He compared Gandhi with Ram who had taken birth to destrov Ravan
(British Government). Some of the members of the National Militia
appealed to Bhulabhai J. Desai to join the Civil Disobedience Movement
but he took no notice of it.
+
Another public mee imr, intended for the Mussalmans, was held at
Janjikar Street on the night of the 2nd instant. About 800 oersons mostlv
Hindus attended. Kazi Ataullah presided. The president. Mrs. Naidu
and Pandit Sunderlal made speeches appealing to the audience to follow
the teachine of Islam which approved of freedom and advised them to
join Gandhi's campaign. The proceedings were frequently interrupted
T

1

. See Editorial Note on page. 42-4 .
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by some hostile Muslims present who shouted out that they had nothing
to do with the Hindus.
This morning about 35 satyagrahis brought salt to the Congress House
from Churchgate. About 15 satyagrahis from the B ward went to Kurla
to bring salt. A few volunteers from the A ward sold salt in the
Fort area.
This evening there will be a meeting and procession of ladies in the
B ward and public meeting at Dadar and Matunga. The D ward
District Congress Committee will take out a procession tomorrow morning
1
and manufacture salt at the Gowalia Tank Maidan . The Muhammadan
satyagrahis intend to take out their procession through Muhammadan
localities and then maunfacture salt on the Dongri Maidan.
2
I attach a cutting from the Bombay Chronicle dated the 3rd instant
giving a report of the meeting of the executive committee of the
Journalists' Associaf'on of India, Bombay, protesting against the
Press Ordinance.

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 10.
Bombay, May 2, 1930.
MAHATMA'S CLARION CALL TO BOMBAY.
THE THREE CONDITIONS.—" Friends from Bombay have been to
me asking to lead raiding party from there instead of from Karadi, assuming of course that a raid is to be decided upon. I should be proud and
consider it a privilege to lead it provided that certain preliminary conditions
are fulfilled. I observe that there is a great deal of misunderstanding about
this contemplated raid. It has arisen because of the use of the word
raid. Now all my speeches in Gujerath are invariably delivered in
Gujerathi. The word 'raid' therefore is not the one I had used. I admit,
however, t|hat it is a legitimate translation of the original. But my
audience knew the original word dhad used to rhyme with dhar m
'Dharasana' was used playfully. Fortunately or unfortunately even for
a non-violent war military expressions have got to be used. But even
as nobody is deceived by the use of such military expressions, no one
need be perturbed over the use of the word 'raid' when it is to be civil,
non-violent or satyagrahi. The use of that potent adjective alters the
whole colour of the transaction. But however innocent the raid, if it
ever comes into being, may be, itj will be fraught with consequences
perhaps far more serious than those flowing from a violent raid. Those,
therefore, who would join the contemplated raid have to satisfy some
test, and since the battle is meant not merely for the removal of the salt
tax but for establishing " Puma Swaraj", the conditions have to be in
keeping with the objective. They are three.
"(1) Observance of complete discipline, (2) Complete abstention from
drink under a permanent pledge, (3) Wearing of hand-supn khaddar, also
r

. Present bv known as August Kranti Maidan,
2
. Not available in original record.
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under a permanent pledge and actual spinning on the takli for one hour
per day except when spinning is made impossible through want of time
or capacity. If Bombay produces hundred thousand such men I should
lead them without slightest hesitation. I know that the citizens of
Bombay will not laugh at my conditions nor will they consider them
impossible of fulfilment. The only difficulty they might feel will be
about the takli. Surely if hundred thousand men in Bombay have the
will, takli spinning is child's play. Sustained work from day-to-day may
be a task for easy going citizens of Bombay but Freedom's battle has
never been won by easy going people. No one need be irritated against
me for insisting these conditions because they are not in any sense
obligatory ; they are meant to be a consideration in a voluntary contract.
It is open to the citizens of Bombay to reject my terms and do as they
pleased. Rejection then of terms will not make them less Congressmen
than they are today."
Dated, 30th April 1930.
*

M. K. GANDHI.
*

*

THE MUSLIM RESPONSE.—At a meeting of the Muslim satyagrahi
volunteers it has decided to go in a procession from Congress House
at 7 a.m. on Sunday to Chaupatty to fetch sea water. The party will
then march through the various Muslim mohollas to Dongri Maidan
where, salt will be prepared.
*

*

•

GANDHUFS ARREST
Despite the cogent appeal from many Governors, particularly Lord
Sykes, Lord Irwin had refrained from arresting Gandhiji so far.
Gandhiji's scrupulous non-violent struggle was a factor preventing his
arrest. The Viceroy had to consider the effects of his arrest on not only
the Congress hut also on Liberals, Muslims, British and American public
opinion, which did revere Gandhiji.
But the episodes in the North-West Frontier Province and Gujarat made
Gandhiji's arrest unavoidable on the van of the Viceroy. The latter felt
it unavoidable ' unless Government is to abdicate in favour of Gandhi
and the Congress'. In parts of Gujarat the authority of Government
had almost disavveared. Hence, the Bombay Government argued that
they should be granted liberty to arrest Gandhiji at once, if he started
for the salt works. The Government of India agreed to arrest Gandhiji
on 4 May, under Regulation XXV of 1827, to avoid the necessity of
a trial Accordingly Gandhiji was arrested at Karadi near Dandi in the
f 415 May
again

As anticipated bv Irwin and his Governors, public reaction became
turbulent. Every province reported hartals and demonstrations. In
Bombay City troops were stationed in advance. In Sholapur City
A-115—5-A.
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turbulent crowds became uncontrollable, and there were grim
battles between the police and the public. The massacre by police
and public resistance to it gave rise to a tragic situation which ultimately
resulted into what is called the Sholapur Martial Law. Ten M. L. Cs.
from Bombay Province tendered resignation in protest of the arrest.
This amounted to repudiation of the Government's action even by non*
Congress groups whose support the bureaucracy had hoped to retain.
•Editor.
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My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 1995/H/3717, dated the 3rd
May 1930.
.
1
I attach a copy of the Peshawar Supplement ( I have already given
a copy to the Hon'ble Member) issued by the Bombay Provincial
Congress Committee on the 4th instant.
On the evening of the 3rd about 200 ladies held a meeting at Khadak
and went about in procession in the Mandvi locality requesting people
to adopt Swadeshi.
Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya, S. K. Pupala and Waman P. Kabadi
addressed a meeting at Matunga on the evening of the 3rd; about
500 persons were present. They advised the people to become Congress
volunteers, boycott foreign cloth and bring about prohibition.
On the morning of Sunday the 4th the D ward District Congress
Committee organised a small procession of about 75 satyagrahis. They
went round Girgaum Back Road, Lamington Road, Khetwadi, C. P. Tank,
Kandewadi, French Bridge and proceeded to Gowalia Tank where they
made salt. Two small packets of salt were sold for annas 8 and 4 only.
The same, mominp a batch of about 30 Muhammadans manufactured
Maidan
In the afternoon of the 4th about 300 ladies held a meeting at Madhav
Baug. Mrs. Jamnalal Bajaj presided. Demonstrations in charkha and
takli were eiven. A reference was made to the Peshawar disturbances
and the Peshawari Muhammadans were complimented for dying the
deaths of martyrs. An appeal was made for lady volunteers to picket
foreign cloth and liquor shops.
In the evening a procession of about 3,000 persons started from the
f
Congress House to celebra e the Peshawari Sufferers' Day. The processionists went bare-headed to the Esplanade Maidan. On the way they
kept quiet as an expression of their sorrow. There were about
75 Muhammadans in the procession.
T

. Enclosure not reproduced here.
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At the Esplanade Maidan they held a public meeting. The audience
consisted of about 15,000 people. Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, Pandit Sunderlal,
Jamnadas Dwarkadas, Dr. J. N. Choksey, Moulvi Muhammadali Kasuri,
Mrs. Lilavati Munshi and Dr. M. H. Gour, made speeches giving an
account of the disturbances at Peshawar and congratulating those who
suffered silently and bravely. People were advised to face the bullets
in the same non-violent and brave manner here.
I attach a cutting from the Bombay Chronicle dated the 4th May 1930*
giving an account of the proceedings of the meeting of the Bombay
Journalists and Press Proprietors held in the office of the Bombay
Chronicle on the 3rd instant.
This morning about 100 satyagrahis went to Chaupatty and after taking
sea water proceeded to Khatau Wadi, Girgaum, and manufactured salt
there. The rest of the satyagrahis paraded in their respective wards.
At about 9 a.m. news of Gandhi's arrest reached the Congress House.
The satyagrahis passed on the news to their respective wards. At about
10 a.m. the volunteers went about asking people to close their business
for two days. The millhands and the railway workshop people are at
work. Mrs. Chattopadhyaya's attempts to get them out failed.
At about 11 a.m. all the four cloth markets closed down. The hartal
so far is far from being complete as the Muhammadans and Parsis have
not closed their shops.
I attach copies of the Bombay Congress Bulletin announcing Gandhi's
2
arrest and another objectionable leaflet which has just appeared .
With respect to the latter there is nothing to show that it has emanated
from the Provincial Congress Committee. Enquiries are being made as
to the source of issue.
It seems to me that the Congress Bulletin is a newspaper as defined in
Seciion 2 (e) of tjhe Press Ordinance, and that the publisher can be required
to deposit security under Section 8 (3). A declaration was made by the
publisher of the Congress Bulletin prior to the commencement of the
Ordinance. The name of the publisher was given as Jayant Dalai
" for the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee".
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My dear Collins,
In continuation of mv Letter No. 2004/H/3717, of date.
I send you a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin No. 11.
It appears from this that the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee
is defying the Press Ordinance. The objectionable leaflet, which I sent
you this morning, forms part of this Bulletin and the Bombay Provincial
Congress Committee is therefore resposible for it.
1

2

and .

Enclosures not reproduced here.
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BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
MAHATMAJI ARRESTED
The Bureaucratic Gauntlet Has Been Thrown

»

Mahatmaji Expects Bombay To Stand By Him
And The Country.
COME, RALLY ROUND THE BANNER OF INDIAN INDEPENDENCE
GANDHI

By
ENROLLING IN YOUR THOUSANDS AS SATYAGRAHIS.
PLEDGED TO
ABSOLUTE NON-VIOLENCE
TOTAL KHADDAR
COMPLETE PROHIBITION.

An Independent India Alone Can Welcome Back Mahatmaii !
From The Satyagraha Committee, Bombay,
Citizens of Bombay,
Be Calm, Observe strictest non-violence. This is the highest tribute
you can pay to him.
Observe peaceful Hartal for two days. Concentrate on the programme
he has set before you. Free India under the Congress lead.
Attend public meeting this evening at 6 p.m. (S.T.) at the Esplanade
Maidan. Accompany , procession leaving Congress House tomorrow at
4 p.m. (S.T.).

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 11.
Bombay, May 5, 1930
The following is culled from " India In Bondage" which is a book
proscribed by the Government. (See page 61 of the book.)
But you row yourself to, the land.
With a Bible in your hand.
And you pray for him and rob him, for his good ;
If he hollers, then you shoot him for his good.
Or this lesson I can shape
To campaigning at the Cape.
Where the Boer being hunted for his good :
He would welcome British rule
If he werenf a blooming fool;
Thus you see it's only for his good.
So they are burning houses for his good,
Making helpless women homeless for their sood.
Leaving little children orphans for their good,
In India there are Woody sights
Blotting out the Indian's rights

Where we have slaughtered many millions for their
And with bullet and with brand,
Desolated ail the land,
but you Know we did it only for their good.
Yes, and still more far away,
Down in tnina, let us say,
Where the Cheristian robs the heachen' for his good,
You may burn and you may shoot,
You may fill your sack with loot,
But be sure you do it only for his good.
MORAL
If you dare commit a wrong
on the weak because you are strong,
You may do if you do it for his good !
You may rob him if you do it for his good
You may kill him if you do it for his good.
INQUILAB ZINDABAD.—Mahatma Gandhi, the greatest modern
apostle of freedom has been arrested. Long Live Revolution ! Like
prowling thieves in the night they have smuggled him through to
Yerrowada Jail. The details of the arrest are available. The arrest took
place at 12-45 in the night at Karadi. Mahatmaji was sleeping in his
hut when the police arrived and flashed the light of a torch on him. He
woke up and asked what they demanded of him. The police replied that
they had come to arrest him. He requested to be allowed to clean his
teeth which he did with contraband salt; after which he said his prayers,
took leave of his disciples and accompanied the police. He was placed in
a special compartment of the Gujarat Mail at Navsari, detrained near
Borivli and taken in a closed motor to Yerrowada. The Bombay
Government has issued a communique which is a frank confession of its
failure to meet the unprecedented situation created in Gujerat where in
the villages the Governmental machinery has become so paralysed that
the boasted British Raj is a mere fiction.
In Bombay the news of Mahatmaji's arrest has created a great stir
there. There is complete hartal in the city. Processions are wending
their way to the Congress House every other minute. We respect the
great feeling which has evoked this spontaneous expression of reverences
for Mahatmaji. Citizens of Bombay, if you want to render fitting tribute
to Gandhiji you have yet great things to do. Come, rally round the
banner of Indian Independence.
*

+

*

BRITISH RAJ IN INDIA IS DOOMED.—The wanton, deliberate
and cold blooded murder of the brave countrymen of the N. W. Frontier
by the British soldiers at Peshawar leaves the gruesome atrocities of
Jallianwalla Baug during Martial Law regime eleven years ago in the pale
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of comparitive insignificance. Without proclaiming Martial Law, a rule
has been enforced worse than that of Martial Law. Reliable news has
begun to leak out in spite of the strict official censorship, and a perusal
of the shocking events at Pesnawar should make one proud of the brave
Peshawaris who with cooi courage, admirable restraint and iron determination received one alter another bullet shots on their bare chests.
Imagine an old woman leaning on her staff, an old man bent down with
the weight of his years bemg shot down without the least consideration
either for the sex or for the age. Imagine a young boy full of hope and
promise for the future laying bare his innocent breast to receive the
murderous shot. Imagine, we say, scores and scores of brave souls being
riddled by piercing bullets discharged by the white soldiers of His August
Imperial Majesty's army in India. Imagine again good old pious Lord
Irwin, the Viceroy and Governor General of India, sitting at the cool
heights of Simla viewing the situation with callous unconcerned in ail
"Christian" charity with the smile of supreme contentment that "law's"
authority is being mainiained. Yet in the face of this achievement
it is a matter of supreme pride to see thousands of citizens
drawn from the martial race of the frontier sticking to their post
unperturbed. Here is the triumph of non-violence. History does not
provide a single instance of this description. Though insolent might rules
the roost today, the day is dawning when Right will assert her natural
Sovereignty.
The full story of the Peshawar drama has yet to be told. But even with
what meagre news as has leaked out British Raj stands before world in
all its nakedness. Let the tribunal of world opinion decide. In the
meantime every legitimate attempt should be made to bring home to the
Indian soldiers and policemen that to serve a Government which lends
itself to such disciplined and organised savagery is like serving Satan.
The soldiers and policemen should of their own accord refuse to be the
instruments of bureaucratic oppression and brutalities on their countrymen.
In fact the lead has been given by the brave and patriotic Gharwal rifles
who refused to act as they were ordered and the self-respecting Policemen
of Bombay who spurned the orders to beat down the Satyagrahis.
Imperialism is sustained by organised violence. But when the popular
discontent reaches the highest pitch even this organised violence avails
nothing. To resort to wreckless violences on the subject people has been
the last desperate recourse of Bureaucracies the world over.
BRITISH IMPERIALISM RUNS AMOK.—The war massacre is a
superb example of British Imperialism run amok with its own generating
poison corroding from within and the external reactions set up by its
exploits attacking it from without. The symbol of its power, the Union
Jack with its significant three colours, stands for bloody murders of the
helpless, endless exploitation of the weak and ceaseless oppression of the
world through militarism.
ghty
Waves" and the world shall know no peac
eternal
rest to the watery abode in her native land.

71

26
CONFIDENTIAL
No. 2050/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 6th May 1930.

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 2015/H/3717, dated the 5th
May 1930.
Throughout the afternoon of the 5th instant the satyagraha volunteers
went about in batches with national flags in different localities asking the
shopkeepers to close their business for two days. By the evening almost
all the imoortant business centres, such as Cotton Bazaar, Mandvi Bazaar,
Share Bazaar, Javeri Bazaar, etc., closed down. They have decided to
observe hartal for 2 days. The Mulji Jetha Cloth Market has decided
to close down for 6 days subject to the approval of the leave committee.
Other cloth markets will follow suit. All hotels, Iranis' restaurants, bidi
shops, pan shops and other shops owned by Muhammadans and Parsis
did not close down. They are open today also. Victorias and taxis plied
for hire and trams and buses ran as usual. Mills worked as usual except
two (Jubilee and Morarji Goculdas) which stopped work after the midday
recess. Seme stones were thrown at the Jacob Sassoon Mill but the men
did not come out. One man was arrested in the act of throwing stones.
Sergeant Gibbs was about to be assaulted near this mill but the arrival of
the police saved him. 700 men of the B. B. and C. I. Railway workshop
at Pare! left work at midday ; the rest of the men remained at work.
In the evening (5th) a meeting under the auspices of the All-India Trade
Union Congress was held on the open maidan opposite the Dinshaw Petit
Mills, Lalbagh. About 1.500 workers were present. No president was
appointed. S. V. Deshpande and Philip Antone delivered speeches and
exhorted the workers to observe hartal on May 6th and go in procession
throughout the mill area as a protest against Gandhi's arrest. Deshpande
was rather violent in his speech. He approved of the occurrences at
Chittagong and Peshawar and said that sacrifices like those would bring
the British domination to an end. After the meeting a procession of
about 300 unemployed workers went round the mill area requesting
workers not to go to work on May 6th.
In the evening (5th) a verv large crowd of people went to the Esplanade
Maidan where a meeting was held. Six platforms were erected and
Gandhi's portrait was garlanded amidst cries of "Mahatma Gandhi Ki
Jai". There was a large display of tri-coloured national flags and
Muhammadan and Sikh flags. Placards bearing the inscription "Complete
Independence is our immediate goal", "Observe two days hartal
for
Gandhi's
arrest",
"Reply
in
the
proper
manner
to
Mahatma Gandhi's arrest by following his programme", were displayed
orominentlv. The attendance at the meeting is estimated at about 25.000,
but there is a great divergence of opinion as to the number present.
There were about 500 ladies. Mrs. Sarojini Naidu. Dr. J. N. Choksev.
Piirsho^amdas Tricumdas, Jamnadas Dwarkadas. Acharya Kripalani,
Pandit Sunderlal, Moulvi Muhammad Ali Kasuri, Dr. Shivajirao
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Patwardhan of Nagpur, Dr. Mazrul Haq Gour, Dr. D. D. Sathey, Tej
Singh, Dadubhai Desai, C. K. Narayenswami, Mrs. Kamaladevi Chatiopadhvaya, Dr. M. M. Suratkar, Yeshwant Parulekar, S. K. Pupala,
Dr J. V. Vora, Ahmed Siddik Khatri, M. M. Kamdar, R. G. Tripathi
and Kanyalal Kalantri made speeches. The speakers exhorted the people
to carry out Gandhi's programme with redoubled energy and to show to
the Government that Gandhi's incarceration did not mean the end of the
fight for Independence. Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhayaya said that the
arrest of Gandhi was a signal to break all the sections of the Indian Penal
Code. She added that the British Government was based on laws, the
transgression of which would bring them Swaraj. Purshottamdas
Tricumdas advised the people to appeal to Government servants,
particularly the C. I. D., to give up their jobs and if that was done, India
would soon be free.
Another public meeting was held at Dana Bunder the same night (5th).
Dr. Jethalal V. Vora presided. About
1,500 persons
attended.
Mrs. Lilavati Munshi, Purshottamdas Tricumdas, Jamnadas Dwarkadas
and Durgashanker Bhat made speeches exhorting the people to carry out
Gandhi's programme.
I attach a copy of leaflet No. 1 issued by the Desh Sevika Sangh (lady
volunteers) of the F.ashljriya Stree Sabha.
This morning there was some excitement in the mill area. From the
i early morning batches of volunteers of the Girni Kamgar Union were seen
moving about in the mill area with red flags appealing to the millhands
not to go to work. Many of the mills started work as usual, but after a
short time the Standard and the Indian Bleeching Mills at Prabhadevi
Road came out. The men of these mifls began throwing stones on the
Textile, Jamshed, Pralhad and the Edward Sassoon Mills with the result
that the managements closed the mills. At about 8 a.m. an attempt
was made to set fire to one of the doors of the textile mills leading to the
1
sizing department where some men were working. Mr. Bignel , the
weaving master of the mill fired three shots from his pistol injuring
one of the men. The following mills closed down :—Apollo, Sir Shapurji,
Toyo Podar, Union, Dawn, Jamshed, Asur Virji, Phoenix, Raghuvamshi,
Pralhad, Edward Sassoon, Meyer Sassoon, Crescent, Fazalbhoy, Currimboy,
Pabaney, Pearl, Standard, Century, Indian Bleaching, Crown, Textile,
Mysore, Elphinstone, David, Kasturchand, Ruby, Indian Woollen,
Bradbury and Victoria Mills. 44 mills are working.
The Parel workshop of the G. I. P. is working. The G. I. P. workshop
at Matunga closed down after recess hour. Many men of the B. B. and
C. I. Railway have absented themselves but the workshop is working
"with about 1,000 people.
Some stones were thrown at Europeans passing in their cars at the
"junction of Cadell Road and Prabhadevi Road. A European named
Mr. W. A. Rtenverar was hit on the head by one of the stones. He has
been treated and allowed to go home.
f
A lo of resentment is shown against the C. T. D. men both by the
Cor>pre^ir\m and the workers. Citizens suspected of being C. I. D. men
were roughly handled. This morning two constables of the F division
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who were in plain clothes were molested by a crowd of millhands when
they went to the Crown Mill to telephone to their officers.
About 500 coolies employed by merchants in the docks observed hartal.
They tried to bring out other coolies of the docks and the B. B. and
C. I. Railway Goods Yard at Carnac Bunder but without succees.
I attach a copy of the Congress Bulletin No. 12,

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 12.
Bombay, 6th May 1930.
MAHATMAJFS PARTING MESSAGE.—' Swaraj which is obtained
without sacrifice could not be kept up and let people sacrifice to their
heart's content. Real sacrifice is suffering one-self, that is to die without
killing others. Let India observe this maniram ".
BUREAUCRACY SIGNS ITS DEATH WARRANT.—The insolent
might of British Imperialism has reached its last desperate limits witjh the
arrest of Mahatma Gandhi under a law which had long been buried seven
fathoms deep and with the declaration of the N. W, F. Provincial
Congress Organisation as an illegal body. The ordinance under which
the Mahatma is arrested was first enacted in 1827 and the fact that
iniquitous "Law" had to be raked up from the filth heap of Ordinances
and Regulations is ample testimony to the growing insanity of the
holders of the present regime in India. If Gandhi outside the jail was
the potential source of menace to the stability of the British Empire in
India, Gandhi behind the prison bars will turn out to be a veritable
Chinese puzzle to the Agents of British Imperialism in this country.
How else can one explain the fright of the bureaucracy in putting him
up for an open public trial ? What else can be the meaning of not
charging him with any definite offence ? Why is it that the Government
chooses to keep him in custody " till such time as is necessary" ?
Be that as it may, the duty of every true son and daughter of India is
clear, let there be no mistake about it that the present struggle is nothing
short of a fight to the finish. The path chosen is the straight path of
sacrifice and suffering. The weapon is the will to be free and pursue
it with iron determination in a non-violent and peaceful manner. He has
shown the way by breaking the Satanic Law of the lawless raj. That the
open defiance of law and authority of His Satanic Majesty's Government
be the order of the day. To bring the " constituted authority" into
disrepute and make the contempt for its laws universal should be the
immediate task on which every Indian worth the name ought to set
himself.
The declaration of the N. W. F. Provincial Congress Organisation to
be an illegal body is only the natural sequel to the demonical barbarities
perpetrated in Peshawar the other day. For once at least tihe bureaucracy
has recognised the sovereignty of the Congress over the people. By the
action such as this the bureaucracy is signing its death warrant. To our
countrymen we will only say this ; " The gauntlet has been thrown bv
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the Government will you pick it up ? There is no question of
compromise. It is victory or death tjhat we should see, because it is
a war though non-violent in character that we are waging. The code
of war should be the guiding factor of our daily life. It is the recognised
principle of war that those who are not with us are against us and
therefore should be treated in the same v/ay the declared enemy will be
treated. Vigorous social boycott of those v/ho directly or indirectly help
the present system of Government should be enforced remorselessly and
mercilessly. The Indians who man the army and the police maintained by
this Government, should be invoked to desert the forces and every peaceful
and legitimate method should be taken recourse to, to bring about
a speedy end of the bureaucratic Government. With this objective let us
of all communities and creeds unite and bury British Imperialism never
to rise again. Then and then alone shall we have done our duty towards
Motherland and to Mahatma Gandhi.
THE TRIBUTE OF FEAR.—Smt. Sarojini Naidu has given the
following message on the arrest of Mahatma Gandhi : —
That more splendid tribute of fear could a powerful Government offer
to the power of a single individual than the manner of the Mahatma's
arrest and imprisonment under the most arbitrary and iniquitous law on
tha statute book. But principles are higher than personalities. Even
Mahatma Gandhi's unique and inspiring personality is not indispensible
to the progress and success of the movement for liberty that he has
initiated and enjoined the Nation to complete, in a spirit of concerted
action, discipline, non-violence and self-suffering.
MESSAGES.—" The Mahatma is no longer at liberty but the task he
has set before the country must be undertaken with redoubled energy.
Mahatmaji has been imprisoned without trial and till such period as the
Government desires. Whatever the Government may desire he will
remain behind the prison gates so long only as the people desire. We do
not want to ask this Government to release him because Gandhiji will
not be happy to return among slaves. We shall ourselves as citizens of
an Independent India open the gates of the prison and welcome him to
a free India. How soon, it depends on you."
p

— D R . CHOKSEY.

" Imperialists are so cowardly that they never dare to face the broad
daylight—And true to their tradition, they stole upon Gandhiji while
the world around slept and darkness hid from watchful eyes this dastardly
crime. How can these lawless bandits then face an open trial in a Court
of law ? India's honour has been brought into serious question before
the world by the arrest of Gandhiji the supreme personality of this age.
All humanity is watching India with expectancy to see how she will
vindicate this outrage perpetrated not only on herself but on all human
justice and honesty. Tndia has received insult after insult from her
foreign oppressor the British and too long has she let these insults go
bv Bu' this challenge to her self-respect can onlv be accepted by
dealing the fin*l death blow to the British Rai. The fire that Gandhi
lit on the Dandi sands will now leap up in righteous wrath into
a mighty conflagration. The world shall know no safety from such

terrorism until this imperialism is completely destroyed and every vestige
5
of its power wiped out/
—SMT. KAMALADEVI CHATTOPADHYAYA.

RISE AS ONE MAN.—"Mahatma Gandhi's arrest has come none too
soon. He has worked harder for his country than any other living men
has done and now takes his well earned rest. He has given us the right
lead and shown us the way to win freedom. The movement started by
him should gather fresh momentum by his arrest and self-respecting
India should rise as one man„ follow his lead and carry on his work until
Freedom is won."
—MAULVI MAHOMED ALL

" On this unique occasion words are useless. Mahatma Gandhi has
gone to jail in order that our country may gain freedom. He has
preached non-violence and peace. Keep peace at any cost but see the
peace you observe is the peace of the brave but not of the coward."
—SMT. LILAVATI MUNSHI.

WHAT THE WORLD THINKS.—" One of two things will surely
happen ; either the faith of Gandhi will be crowned with success, or it
will repeat itself, just as centuries ago Christ and Buddha were born,
in the complete incarnation of a mortal demi-God of a principle of life
that will lead future humanity to a safer and more peaceful resting
place."
—ROMAIN ROLLAND.
5
WORKERS TRIBUTE TO GANDHIJL—The working class of
Bombay observed a complete and peaceful hartal in the city today. All
the mills and workshops were closed and the workers paraded the streets
of the city in several processions crying " Victory to the Revolution",
' Down with Imperialism", " Mahatma Gandhi Ki Jai", etc.
MILITARY TO PICKET THE CONGRESS HOUSE.—We are reliably
informed that the military authorities have rented the open plot adjoining
the chawls in front of the Congress House to post military forces.
Are we going to be the inheritors of the sacred halo of Peshawar ?
A SUPPRESSED MESSAGE.—The following telegram from Maulvi
Mahomed Ali to the president of the Jamiet-ul-Ulema has been withheld
by tfie telegraphic authorities. ' I earnestly trust tha the weight and
prestige of your far reaching and powerful support will inspire the brave
Muslim.'
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HEAD POLICE OFFICE.

Bombay, 7th May 1930.

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 2050/H/3717, dated the 6th
May 1930.
On the afternoon of the 6th instant all the satyagrahis and volunteers
numbering about 3,000 assembled at the Congress House. About
500 ladies were also present. A little before 4 p.m. they went in
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procession along Girgaum Back Road* Sandhurst Road, Bhendy Bazaar,
Pydhonie, Kaibadevi Road, Cruickshank Road, Hornby Road, Esplanade
Road, Apolio Bunder and reached the Oval near the bandstand by about
7 p.m. wnere they dispersed. The procession when it started had only one
band namely that of the Cutchi Lohana Volunteers, but along the route
four more bands consisting of tUites, bugles and drums joined it.
After the procession passed Sandhurst Road, crowds of people joined it
and when it reached fispianade Road it numbered about 50,000. There
were a number of placards bearing inscriptions as below :
" Complete mdependence our immediate objective".
" Every house should at least give one satyagrahi to
imperialism .
freedom
"*
' Rise, Rise and join the non-violent battle
;
Boycott British goods and wear khaddar '\
' Swadeshi".
" Give up vices ".
" Advance the struggle of independence with firm determination ".
" Truth, non-violence and sacrifice are our weapons '\
The processionists shouted various slogans such as " Inquilab
Zindabad ", " Down with British rule ", " Down, down with the Union
Jack ". " We don't want the tyrannical Government", " We have broken
9
the Salt Act", " Boycott British goods \ Prominent persons noticed in
the procession were Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, Mrs. Lilavati Munshi,
Mrs. Rarnibai Kamdar, Dr. J. N. Choksey, Purshottamdas Tricumdas,
Jamnadas Dwarkadas, S. K. Pupala, R. S. Padbidri, B. N. Mehisheri,
Pandit Sunderlal, Gajendranath Sharma, Waman Pandurang Kabadi,
K. K. Suntoke, M. N. Chhatrapati, Mohanlal M. Desai, C. N. Kanuga,
Dr. A. P. Kothare, Dr. Abdus Salam of Cawnpore, etc. Several pleaders,
:mema film proprietors, hotel keepers, fruit sellers, Bohris, Khojas and
Memons were noticed in the procession.
When the procession passed the Bombay Municipal Office two
volunteers were noticed standing on the balcony with two national flags.
The crowd cheered them. Yesterday being the anniversary of the
accession of His Majesty to the Throne, Union Jacks were hoisted on all
Government and private offices. Some volunteers were seen pulling
down the Union Jack from the flag staff on the balcony of the municipality.
Though some officials of the municipality were present nobody took any
objection to the lowering of the Union Jack. The Union Jack facing
Sir Phirozeshah Mehta's statue was replaced by a small national flag by
some khaddar clad volunteers.
The crowd while returning home entered tram, cars and caused
considerable inconvenience to passengers by shouting slogans all the way.
Many of them travelled without tickets.
Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya, Acharya Kripalani and C K.
Narayenswami in the evening addressed millhands at Parel. Acharya
Kripalani expressed his delight at Gandhi's arrest after he had succeeded
in changing the mentality of the people and asserted that his arrest would
now make no difference to the movement itself. He advised the boycott
of foreign cloth and prohibition. C. K. Narayenswami said that it was
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the duty of the Indians in the police and the military to leave their
jobs.
At night (6th) the Matunga Taluk Congress Committee held a public
meeting on the open plot near the Napoo Hall, Matunga, to protest
against the Press Ordinance. Jamnadas Dwarkadas presided. About
700 persons—mostly South Indians—attended. A resolution asking the*
public to boycott all anti-nationalist papers and appealing to the merchants
not to give them advertisements was moved by Mrs. Lilavati Munshi.
It was supported by Velji Lakhamsey Napoo, Purshottamdas Tricumdas,
B. N. Mehisheri, Dr. M. B. Udgaonkar and Pandit Anandji Devji, and
passed. It was suggested that the newspaper agents and news boys
should stop selling the anti-nationalist papers. Purshottamdas Tricumdas
said that Government wanted to suppress sedition but it was their duty
to spread it because Government were framing laws without the consent
of the people. He wanted the C. I. D. officers present to report to
Government that there was not a single man in the meeting who had any
affection for Government. He appealed to all Government servants,
including the police, to leave their services and join the satyagraha
movement.
A meeting of about 400 Marwaris was held the same night under the
presidentship of Govindlal Shivlal as a protest against Gandhi's arrest.
The Marwaris decided to boycott foreign cloth and use swadeshi goods
only. They further decided to deal with Indian concerns only. A sum
of Rs. 536 was realised on the spot by the sale of 8 gold bangles and
a ring. It was given towards Gandhi's fund.
Cinema proprietors, film producers and exhibitors held a meeting
yesterday under the presidentship of Indulal Kanyalal (Kanhaiyalal)
Yajnik. proprietor, " Young India Pictures " and decided not to purchase
any British films or British materials or chemicals.
All the commercial associations, headed by the Native Share and Stock
Brokers' Association have decided to appeal to the Indian Merchants'
Chamber to withdraw their representatives from the Assembly and the
1
local Council. I attach a cutting from today's Bombay Chronicle on
the subject
Leaflets warning Muhammadans against the tactics of the Congress
people were distributed in Muhammadan localities on the 6th. Leaflets
complaining against Hhe high-handedness of the Congress volunteers in
forcing merchants to close their shops and to change their caps were also
distributed in the Muhammadan localities.
All the volunteer organisations in the city have been advised by
Pandit Sunderlal and Gajendranath Sharma to join with the Congress
volunteers in maintaining peace and order whenever required. A small
committee with B. G. Rangnekar and Ishwarlal Mohanlal Shroff as
secretaries was appointed.
It was decided by the Rashtriya Stree Sabha yesterday to commence
the picketing of foreign cloth shops at Bhuleshwar from the afternoon
x

. Not given here since it is not available in the original records.

78

of the 7th. The ladies will meet this afternoon at Madhav Baug and
then go to Bhuleshwar for picketing.
This morning K. F. Nariman was relieved from the Byculla Jail at
5-50 a.m. He left with his brother and was seen at 6-30 a.m. at the
Victoria Terminus receiving Vithalbhai J. Patel who arrived by the
Nagpur Mail. About 1,000 people including a good number of satyagrahis
and the office bearers of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee
received Vithalbhai Patel at the station. They garlanded him and
K. F. Nariman took them in procession to Chaupatty. From Chaupatty
Vithalbhai went to the Congress House where he was garlanded. He has
put up at Raval Building, Lamington Road, with Haribhai Javerbhai
Amin, and intends leaving Bombay tonight. He is going to address
a mass meeting this evening at the Esplanade Maidan.
After the recess hour in the afternoon of the 6th the Satya Mill and
the Imperial Mill closed down. At about 2 p.m. (6th) stones were thrown
at the Simplex Mill by about 300 persons but the police dispersed the
crowd. Inspector Rockley of the Motor Vehicles Department was hit on
the head. Five watchmen of the mill also received slight injuries.
This morning all the mills started work as usual except the Satya Mill
which has been closed for one day by the order of the management as
a punishment. At about 8-30 p.m. today about 400 unemployed persons
collected near the Standard, Textile, Crown and the Indian Bleaching
Mills, Prabhadevi Road, and threw stones. The police dispersed them.
The Standard Mill closed at 10 a.m. for want of sufficient workmen.
All the railway workshops are working.
Picketing of cloth shops by women at Bhuleshwar has commenced.
The picketers are sitting inside the shops with the permission of the shopkeepers.
I attach a copy of Congress Bulletin No. 13 for your information.
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 13.
Bombay, May 7, 1930.
NARIMAN BACK TO THE FRONT—We welcome back to the
leadership of the Congress movement in Bombay our beloved captain
K. F. Nariman who was released this morning at 6 O'clock from His
Majesty's House of Correction at Byculla. He was received at the prison
gate by the B. P. C. C. accompanied by a batch of National Militia
Volunteers. Nariman looked
quite
cheerful
and sprightly and
immediately after coming out motored to Victoria Terminus to meet
Sjt. V. J, Patel. From there Nariman and Patel were taken in procession
to Madan House. Sjt. Nariman has given the following message to the
citizens of Bombay : —
" After 30 days practical intellectual and mental blankness, being
entirely cut off from the outer world and not supplied even a paper
as the Times of India, it is not possible to give any effective or useful
message to the citizens.
I was gratified to find even after a few hours' observation since this
morning, after my release that a sort of political electric current is
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passing through the city, such as was never experienced or witnessed
before. There is tremendous enthusiasm, almost inexhaustible material
and genuine desire to serve and sacrifice. It all depends upon the
organisers and leaders to make proper use of this splendid and God
sent opportunity and instead of allowing all that spirit and energy to
evaporate in more mighty mass demonstrations, to give it such a turn
as to lead to some definite, tangible and constructive results. If citizens
remain true to their immortal leader and commander Mahatma Gandhi
and act up to his eternal message of non-violence, truth and peace,
the city can give a good account of itself in this momentous struggle
and thus enhance the prestige and reputation of its citizens.
After studying the situation and acquainting myself with the current
events, in collaboration with my colleagues and co-workers a constructive programme will be chalked out and if, I do not receive a second
invitation from the Government, I hope to work that programme,
provided a thorough atmosphere of peace, non-hatred and non-violence
is maintained.
My only appeal is that citizens of both sexes will as generously
respond to any national call in future as they have done in the
past."
ALLAH-HO-AKBAR.—The patriotic and wonderful rally of the
Mussalmans of Bombay to the call of National Independence has created
a panic in quarters which have thrived on communal dissensions.
Insidious, subtle and diabolical propaganda is being carried on to incite
communal and class hatred. The source of such propaganda is obvious.
But the Mussalmans have now come to realise that as long as British
Imperialism lives there shall be no peace in the world, no safety to the
holy places of Islam and no liberty to India. They have seen through
the whole game and are not disposed to give any credence to the wicked
rumours that are being circulated to discredit the community and the
National Congress. Nor do they touch any importance to the propaganda
leaflet of interested quarters. The Croakers may shriek and the
dissentor might thunder but the faithful should refuse to be intimidated
by any authority from doing their duty to their country. Allah-Ho-Akbar.
WORKERS RECEIVE MAHATMA'S MESSAGE.—A largely attended
public meeting was held at Pare! on Tuesday evening. The gathering
was mainly composed of
workers in mill and
workshops.
Shrimati Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya presided and Acharya Kripalani
and C. K. Narayenswami addressed the audience on the message of the
Mahatma. The message was very enthusiastically received.
ABID ALT JAFFERBHOY SPIRITED AWAY.—Abid Ali Jafterbhoy
was taken out of the Arthur Road Jail on Tuesday evening at 6 O'clock,
entrained at Chinchpokali and removed to Thane jail. The Government
is exhibitmg hysteric activities in harassing the patriotic Indian
Mussalmans.
•

*
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 2075/H/3712.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE.

Bombay, 8th May 1930.

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 2066/H/3717, dated the 7th
May 1930.
On the 6th instant one Tukaram Sahadeo was arrested for disorderly
behaviour by the Agripada Police Station for abusing the police. He was
charged under Section 122 of the Bombay City Police Act and fined
Rs. 50 on the morning of the 7th by a Bench of Honorary Magistrates.
The fine was paid.
The foreign cloth shops at Bhoiwada, Bhuleshwar and Gulalwadi were
picketed by about 75 women picketers yesterday for about 3 hours.
The shopkeepers allowed the pickets to sit inside their shops. They
exhorted the shopkeepers not to deal in foreign made cloth. There were
no customers at the shops picketed. These shops are usually patronised
by Gujarati ladies and they did not go to make purchases when they
saw the picketing. One of the shopkeepers closed his shop instead of
allowing the pickets inside his shop. Vithalbhai J. Patel is going to
address the ladies this afternoon after which picketing will be continued.
I attach copies of translations of some of the important leaflets distributed
by the women picketers.
In the evening (7tjh) a public meeting was held on the Esplanade Maidan
to hear what Vithalbhai J. Patel had to say. K. F. Nariman presided.
About 15,000 to 20,000 people including about a thousand ladies were
present. Prominent persons noticed at the meeting were Dr. J. N.
Choksey, M. M. Kamdar, Mrs. Ramibai Kamdar, Mrs. Lilavati Munshi,
1
Mrs. Sarojini Na 'du, Jamnadas Dwarkadas, L. B. Niphadkar, R. S,
Padbidri, C K. Narayensv/ami, F. J. Ginwala and G. K. NarimanSpeaking in Gujerati Patel condemned the action of the police in arresting
1
Gandhi at dead of nigh :. He advised H. E. the Viceroy to take Gandhi
into his confidence if he wanted to put an end to the present troubles. He
appealed to the people not to take part in the Round Table Conference
without Gandhi and the Congress leaders. Fie justified the social boycott
of Government officials who were guilty of assaults on non-vio^nt
satyagrahis. Fie supported Gandhi's plan of non-payment of taxes on the
f
ground that i^ was not unconstitutional o refuse to pay taxes when the
people's representatives had no voice in the expenditure of the revenue.
Ho swore to fight the bureaucracy on every front and at every place till
Swaraj was won. Khaddar and Swadeshi, he said, should be placed in
the forefrc t of the national programme, and added that the boycott of
British goods and all foreign cloth would eventually compel Government
1
to yield to the wishes of the Indian peop e. Shorthand notes of his speech
have been taken and ill be forwarded in due course. A donation of
Rs. 125 was handed over to V. J. Pa'el for Centres- work.
Last night about a thousand satyagrahis were called to the Congress
House. Pandit Sunderlal lectured to them on the efficacy of non-violence.
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He complained that all the satyagrahis were not strict adherents of
non-violence. He mentioned that Dr. Choksey's foot was trampled upon
by a satyagrahi. He further mentioned that a Bania boy was so severely
assaulted by a satyagrahi that he had to go to hospital. He warned all
the satyagrahis against a repetition of such conduct on pain of immediate
dismissal. Gajendranath Sharma, the captain of the 'National Militia',
informed the satyagrahis that he would observe one day's fast to atone
for their bad behaviour. Acharya Kripalani also advised the satyagrahis
to be perfectly non-violent and thoroughly honest. He further advised
them to go from house to house for charkha propaganda.
This morning about 20 satyagrahis brought salt from Churchgate to
the Congress House. About 15 satyagrahis left for Kurla to bring salt.
The rest of the satyagrahis paraded in their respective wards.
• Vithalbhai J. Patel has postponed his departure to carat till tonight
at the pressing request of the ladies and the cloth merchants.
There is going to be a procession of the cloth merchants and their
servants tomorrow to demonstrate against Gandhi's arrest.
AH the mills and the railway workshops are working.
I attach a copy of the Congress Bulletin No. 14 for your information.

Translation of important leaflets issued by the picketers
No. 6.
(1) Desh Sevika Sangh
Whenever any country goes to war with other country, it stops the
enemy's food, water and any other help. We Indians, what are you
doing in this struggle for independence ? Will you help that
Government which has enslaved you, which has destroyed your industry
and which has kept crores of people in starvation, by purchasing its
cloth and other things ? Will you become traitors to the country ?
If you have the least feeling for patriotism, leave off the fatuation for
foreign things.
No. 8.
(2) Desh Sevika Sangh.
Do it, but imitate their patriotism and self-respect. Don't be
enamoured of their dress and outward appearances. Just as the
Englishmen purchase their homemade things eagerly and inspite of
high prices, we should also use Swadeshi goods even though costly.
That is the real imitation.
*

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
Bombay, May 8, 1930.
No. 14.
TO LIVE IS NOT TO LET LIVE THIS GOVERNMENT.—Almost
all the newspaper versions of Gandhiji's statement on the Press Act have
been mutilated so as to omit the following inspiring words of Mahatmaji.
It is a testament of his imperishable faith in the ideals to which he has
trust
A-115—6- A.
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" There is hardly a man or woman beathing in India who with every
breath does not breathe in disaffection, sedition, disloyalty and whatever
other term one may use to describe the mentality of the nation, which has
set its mind on destroying the existing system of Government"
TRAINING THE ARMY OF FREEDOM.—«mt.
Kamaladevi
Chattopadhyaya, member of the A. I. Board of the Hindustani Seva Dal
has issued the following appeal to the youths: —
The Hindustani Seva Dal has worked quietly and unostentatiously for
six years under the powerful leadership of Dr. Hardikar, and laid the
foundation of the Indian National Army. Today it is forming the basis
and the centre of Volunteer Corps all over India. The supreme need of
well drilled volunteers ruled by discipline cannot be minimised, and the
unique task of achieving this falls today to an organisation like the
Hindustani Seva Dal with its perfectly designed scheme and its practical
resources with which it is fast bringing into the National work a finely
equipped army. This army is widening and spreading and will soon be
a seething mass of humanity forging towards freedom, urged by fire and
enthusiasm. The need of experienced trainers such as the Dal rears in
its wing are very essential and the demand for them is overwhelmingly
increasing. I, therefore appeal to the fiery youths to enter the Dal and
receive the fine and complete training it provides and become the generals
and commanders of the rising Indian Army so that you may play this
role with honour and efficiency bringing not only to the army but to the
country also, the glory that is ours. The need is pressing and urgent:
time is short and precious. So rally round the Dal in hundreds and
thousands so that the crown of victory may adorn India in the very
near future.
ASSEMBLY SEATS GO ABEGGING.—Though the period of
;
nominat on for the two seats in the Legislative Assembly rendered vacant
by the resignations of Ft. Madan Mohan Malavia and P t Krishna Kant
Malavia expired at noon on Monday, May 5, no candidate ever came
forward to hand in his nomination paper. It is high time the Government
stirred itself to 'rally the moderates' in Allahabad.
Our valiant knights of Bombay are however doing their bit. With aU
the modesty so becoming of their arm chair outlook they have sponsored
an innocent unknown to occupy the seat vacated by Kaniyalal Munshi in
the Local Council. We have also been told of how some of them had
surreptious peeps at tjhe great mass of aspirant humanity that passed in
procession to pay homage to Mahatmaji. But we have no doubt that
they must seem to have " drowned the memory of this wrong" by issuing
pompous statements on the unrepresentative character of the Congress—
None are so blind as those who will not see.
A WARNING.—The public is warned that there is only one organ
of the B. P. C. C. which is the Bombay Congress Bulletin in English
and the Mumbai Congress Patrika in Gujaratu and every other similar
named Patrikas have nothing to do with the Congress. We have come
to know that there are some cyclostyled dailies sold at the one pice in
Bombay in spurious imitation of our Bulletin. The B t P. C. C. do not
vouch for their news or for their comments.
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Complaints have been made to us that the Bulletin is being sold by
some volunteers at a higher price. The public are kindly requested to
communicate to us the names and numbers of any such volunteer whom
they find in the act.
AWAKE, ORGANISE, CONSOLIDATE.—The spontaneous enthusiasm
that has marked the Bombay Congress demonstrations ever since the
commencement of the Civil Disobedience Campaign marks a new epoch
in the annals of this city. The Salt Act with which we commenced the fight
for Independence has been torn to tatters and for all practical purposes
this iniquitous impost on man, woman, child and even cattle is now as
good as dead. But this is only the beginning of the end. The end of
our struggle will not come in unless British domination over India is
completely destroyed, " There can hardly be a man or woman breathing
in India who with every breath does not breathe in disaffection, sedition,
disloyalty and whatever term one may use to describe the mentality of
the nation which has set its mind on putting an end to the existing system
of Government." Indeed it becomes the imperative duty of every true
patriot at this critical stage in the history of India's struggle for Liberty
to create disaffection subvert the old fossilised (theories of loyalty, preach
sedition and carry on such propaganda as will hold the British Government in utter contempt. No true champion of national freedom or
international peace can afford to view with equanimity the alarming
march of British Imperialism if indeed he has a heart to feel, a soul to
redeem and justice to uphold. But it must be realised that unless we are
sufficiently disciplined and organised it will be impossible to destroy this
hydra-headed dragon, this phantom of terror. Hence the need to
consolidate the unprecedented enthusiasm and conserve the wounderful
energy which we have witnessed in this city during the past few days.
This alone will create that dynamic force which will ultimately destroy
the British Empire in India. Towards this end it is that Mahatma Gandhi
put forward the new famous three conditions,—
(1) Observance of complete discipline.
(2) Complete abstention from drink under a permanent pledge.
(3) Wearing of hand-spun khaddar also under a permanent pledge
and actual spinning on the takli for one hour every day.
" If Bombay produces hundred thousand such men I shall lead them. "
Thus wrote Mahatmaji on the eve of his arrest to the Bombay Satyagraha
Committee. Though Mahatmaji is arrested the situation remains as it
was when these conditions were adumbrated. Will the patriotic citizens
of Bombay, men and women rise to the occasion and prove true to
Gandhiji who has been steadily snatched away from our midst at dead
of night ? The next few days will decide whether we can stand the test.
The Satyagraha Committee has already outlined the plans of a more
aggressive and effective programme which is calculated to bring decisive
results when put into actual execution. " Citizens, let patriotism dominate
every other consideration, let Purna Swaraj be the Mantra you chant
everv moment of your life, and victory will be ours."
GREAT LESSONS IN NON-VIOLENCE.—" Young India" to hand
today publishes an inspiring story of how Mahadey Desai melted the
i
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heart of a splentic sergeant. While Mahadevbhai was being taken away
after conviction in the police van a stone was hurled from somewhere,
and it hit the sergeant on the chin, giving him a nasty cut. "Agh"
exclaimed the man " See what your wretched people do. If they struck
to non-violence we would have nothing to say. But look at this
behaviour. People who can't be non-violent had better keep out of this
movement, or they will soon spoil it". Mahadev expressed his regrets
and offered to appease the people, which the sergeant was unwilling to
allow. "But what can I do shut up in this room?" Mahadev said
" I can only assure you, 1 am extremely pained at the incident, and
I would gladly atone for it. Hit me with the stone it will be good ".
The sergeant melted but after a while continued his surly discourse on
the " wretched things the people are doing". Then Mahadevbhai began
to speak to him of the message of Gandhiji.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 2088/H/3717.
My dear Collins,
In continuation

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 9th May 1930
of my D. O. No. 2075/H/3717, dated

the 8th

May 1930.
Vithalbhai J. Patel, Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya, Acharya
Kripalani and Waman Pandurang Kabadi left for Surat last night.
I forward herewith the verbatim report of Vithalbhai J. Patel's speech
1
made on the 7th at the Esplanade Maidan.
5
Yesterday about 2.000 ladies assembled at the Peoples Jinnah Hall to
2
hear Vithalbhai J. Patel. He advised the ladies to concentrate their
attention on picketing foreign cloth shops and introducing the charkha
into every home.
About a hundred women picketers continued to picket the cloth shops
at C. P. Tank, Bhuleshwar, 3rd Bhoiwada and Kika Street for about
3 hours. So far they have been well treated by the shopkeepers who give
them seats in their shops.
K. F. Nariman was welcomed by the depressed classes at a meeting
held last night at Tara Bag, Love Lane, Mazagaon. About 5,000 persons,
mostly untouchables, attended. Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, who presided,
advised the untouchables not to think of touchability or untouchability
but to think only of the national struggle which required them to wear
3
khaddar and give up liquor. A. B. Kolhatkar, K. S. Sakate and
Jamnadas Dwarkadas exhorted them to join the Congress movement.
K. F. Nariman advised them to boycott foreign cloth and give up liquor.
One of the untouchables presented a packet of contraband salt to
J

1. Not reproducer! ns it s not available in the original papers.
: n f
2 Brother of Vail 'i ' ' ~ i ?i1 and an ex-Mayor of Bombay and a Swarajist
3, A Tilnkit * hirnet OrinHhian.
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Jamnadas Dwarkadas saying that it was manufactured by him for
Nariman who had then left the meeting.
Some commercial bodies in Bombay, such as the Marwari Chamber
of Commerce, Maharashtra Chamber of Commerce, Bombay Shroffs'
Association, etc., have passed a resolution to the effect that the Indian
commercial community should not participate in the Round Table
Conference.
It is aimounced in the press that Ratansi Morarji has resigned his seat
in the Council of State and that Mrs. Hansa Mehta has resigned her
J. P.ship.
This morning about 30 satyagrahis brought salt to the Congress House
from Churchgate and about 15 went to Kurla to bring salt. The rest of
the satyagrahis paraded in their respective wards.
I attach a copy of the Congress Bulletin No. 15 for your information.

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 15

9th May 1930.
*

*

GOVERNMENT'S WAR ON THE MUSLIMS.—The Government's
solicitude for the minority communities is finding odd channels of
expression. It is certainly casting a slur on the Mohammedan community,
whose courage and daring history has ever vouched and criticism has
never questioned that the Government should attempt to cow down the
community by bullying tactics. The Government has with Machiavellian
cleverness picked out the nationalist Muslims all over India as the victims
of their wrath. In Peshawar where the Muslims rallied to the Congress
flag the brave frontier men were mercilessly shot down and all the leaders
clapped into jail. In Bombay as soon as the movement was initiated
the Government jailed all those of our Muslim comrades who had been
in the forefront of the fight. They have suppressed Hilal that outspoken
nationalist daily, and arrested its editor. When Ali Bahadur Khan was
released after serving his one month's term he was immediately arrested
and charged for sedition. A more glaring evidence of Government
vendetta comes from Punjab where savage sentences of two years and
ten months have been inflicted on Maulana Zaufur Ali Khan and
Dr. Alam. How sadly the Government has failed to gauge the spirit
of the true Indian Muslim can be inferred from the inspiring messages
of two of our Muslim comrades.
MESSAGE OF ABDUL HAMID, EDITOR "HILAL".—I am glad
the Government has arrested me and thus recognised my services to the
country. I am prepared to face any suffering that this Government is
going to inflict on me. Nay, if ever the call comes to me I shall give
up my very life in the Nation's cause, because Islam enjoins on me to
achieve the freedom of my country by all means. I am sure all who
rightly understand the tenets of Islam will throw off the shackles of
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slavery and join the fight for Freedom. Comrade Abdul Hamid, Editor,
Hilal.
MESSAGE OF ALI BAHADUR KHAN.—After undergoing one
month's imprisonment the Government has again arrested me and charged
me under Section 124-A. I shall gladly suffer imprisonment for any
length of time for the sake of my country and I shall have peace only
when I hear that the Army of Swaraj has stormed the citadel of the
tyrant. I am sure my Muslim brethren will prove worthy of the great
traditions which they have inherited and will once again prove to the
World that there is no greater devotee of freedom in the World than
the true Muslims.
THE ORGY OF SHOOTING AGAIN.—Shooting down citizens
without sufficient reason or provoking them by insidious and inhuman
methods to desperate acts and then slaughtering them down has become
a daily detail of the article of faith of the British Government in this
country that we are not surprised to hear that the police resorted to
firing in Sholapur. It is surely mean of the authorities to insinuate things
which are meant to scare. While the police seem to hold the life of the
Indian cheap the authorities are showing too anxious a zeal for the safety
of the whiteman as is not warranted by the circumstances. While the
military shot down the people in Peshawar, the Government with equal
promptitude evacuated the English women and children from that city.
And yet at no time have we been told by the Government that their
safety was even in the slightest degree jeopardised. The Government has
not been slow to create the same alarmist impression about Sholapur.
In spite of the venom poured out by scurrilous Anglo-Indian scribes and
the doped news circulated by the Government we still wait for more
authentic news from Sholapur.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 2114/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 10th May 1930.

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 2088/H/3717, dated the 9th
May 1930.
About 100 women picketers continued picketing at Bhuleshwar,
C. P. Tank, Bhoiwada and Kika Street for an hour in the afternoon of
me 9th instant. Most of the merchants closed their shops to join the
procession of the market merchants and the women picketers had to
retire.
A procession of the cloth merchants and their employees consisting of
about 15,000 persons started from the Mulji Jetha Market to demonstrate
against Gandhi's arrest and to show their sympathies with the movement
of the boycott of foreign cloth. It proceeded along Shaikh Memon Street,
Kalbadevi Road, Princess Street, Crawford Market, Hornby Road.
Esplanade Road, Apollo Bunder, Ormiston Road and dispersed at the

J
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Cooperage. The procession was accompanied by two pipes. A number
of placards bearing the inscription " Boycott British goods", " Boycott
liquor, toddy ana foreign cloth", " Remove unjust salt
laws",
w4
Release Mahatmaji early, confer with him and accept the demands of
the Indians", " On account of the repressive policy of the British
Government the cloth merchants have got tired ", " Piece-goods merchants
want law and order with love and justice ", etc., were carried. Different
volunteer corps, such as the Halai Lohana Volunteer Corps, Jain Swayamsevak Mandal, Mangaldas Market Employees' Mandal, Bhuleshwar Cloth
Merchants' Mandal, Mangaldas Market Miscellaneous Cloth Mandal,
Chira Bazaar Volunteer Corps, Piece-goods Merchants' Association's
Volunteer Corps took part in the procession. The usual slogans of
boycotting British goods and getting rid of the tyrannical Government
were shouted along the route.
The Bombay Provincial Congress Committee and the War Council
have decided not to have any demonstration in the city for two days of
the Id. All volunteers and satyagrahis have been asked to see that peace
was preserved in the city. Leaflets advising people to preserve peace have
been circulated by the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee.
I attach a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin Special Id Supple1
ment, offering greetings to the Muslims and appealing to them to unite
in achieving swaraj.
Leaflets in Gujarati over the signature of Abdul Gani Khan Inayatkhan,
iFida Hussain Esoofally Khoja and Vora Ismail Hassanally were circulated
in the Muslim localities this morning asking the Muslims to join the
Gandhi movement as advised by the ' Jamiet-ul-Ulema-e-Hind' in its
recent meeting at Amroha.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 2123/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 12th May 1930.

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 2114/H/3717, dated the 10th
May 1930.
I attach a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin No. 16, dated the
10th May 1930.
V. J. Patel, Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, K. F. Nariman and Mathuradas
Tricumdas left for Allahabad on the night of the 10th instant to attend
the meeting of the Working Committee there.
On the morning of the 11th instant, about 125 satyagrahis from the
D ward went to Chaupatty in procession and manufactured salt there in
the presence of Jamnadas Dwarkadas, R. S. Padbidri, Gajendranath
Sharma, L. B. Niphadkar, Ekambaram Iyer and S. D. Palekar. Jamnadas
Dwarkadas sold the salt by auction.
*

r

. Not reproduced since it is not available in the original records.
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In the afternoon the ladies held two meetings one at vanua v « u - m
Hall and the other at Dhuru Hall, Dadar. Mrs. Avantikabai Gokhale
presided over both these meetings. She appealed to the ladies to come
forward in large numbers to work as volunteers for the picketing of
the foreign cloth shops.
,
The picketing of foreign cloth shops was continued on the iitn.
The pickets numbered 250. One of the shopkeepers at Dadar Gully,
Mulji Jetha Cloth Market, is reported to have pushed aside a lady
picketer. This led to some excitement amongst the merchants but the
offender begged the picketer's pardon and the trouble ended.
In the evening salt was sold at the Congress House.
On the night of the 11th, about 400 Jains held a meeting in the hall
Mahavir Vidyalaya at Gowalia Tank Road. Velji Lakhamsev
„„F^ F _
, _ . J. N. Choksey, B. N. Mehisheri, Mrs. Lilavati Munshi
and the^ president made speeches protesting against the arrest of Gandhi
who was described as the apostle of non-violence. The president informed
the audience that he had instructed the grain merchants to boycott
policemen and not to sell them any grain.
Manuscript notices advocating the boycott of the police were found
pasted up in the Matunga Bazaar area. Three police constables of the
Kingsway Police Station stated that they were refused tea and aerated
water by a tea shopkeeper at Matunga.
The news of the arresft of Abbas Tyebji and his band of volunteers
was received at the Congress House this afternoon and circulated
immediately by the volunteers. Several bazaars such as the Cotton,
Share Bazaar, etc., are closed. There is going to be a hartal for two
days.
This morning about 50 satyagrahis from the different wards left for
Kurla to bring salt. Some brought salt from Churchgate. The rest of
the satyagrahis paraded on the Gowalia Tank Maidan, Esplanade Maidan,
tlh^ tnnirlnn nnnosite the K. E. M. Hospital, Pare!.

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
May
No. 16.
1
TRUTH ABOUT SHOLAPUR. —" Surely oppression maketh a wise
man mad" (Ecclesiastes). For the last two days we have been dished
out by the Anglo-Indian and Liberal press stories of atrocities in
Sholapur. We have been told of endless murders and Mahomedan
policemen being burnt on the strength of wild statements made by hysteric
Anglo-Indian dames in flight ! We made bold to say yesterday that the
" other side of the medal is yet to be shown ".
We have now received news on unimpeachable authority which reveals
the irresponsible methods employed by the police. Owing to the strict
T

. More details are given in the Bombay Presidency Police Abstract of Intelligence,
May 1930,- and newspaper comments in the Report on Native Newspapers in this Vclume.
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censorship and Government methods of forgetfullness ; it will take some
days before the full story becomes public knowledge.
The trouble started on Thursday when a few millhands in an excess
of his building, who was promptly shot) dead. This boy martyr is
cutting down toddy trees. The police arrived in two lorries and adopted
[heir usual methods of assault and lathi charge. The cycle of events that
followed is still a guarded secret of the Government. All that the
panic-trodden public of Sholapur knows is that a reign of terror was
instituted. Armoured cars and batches of armed police began moving
helter-skelter through the town, shooting at random and shooting with
no just cause. Shops were closed down, streets deserted, doors barrea
and windows shut. Sholapur became like a city of the dead overtaken
by a pestilence. No man dare show his head out for fear of being
solemnly baptized by gunfire, for the police went about killing with
feckless extravagance like wanton gamesters shooting pigeons at Monte
Carlo.
A BOY OF 14 SHOT DEAD.—One such unfortunate was an innocent
stripling of 14 who happened to look out from the second story window
of his building, who was promptly shot dead. This boy martyr is
Master Ratanlal, nephew of Manikchand Amichand, a prominent
merchant of Sholapur. When the authorities were informed of this
wanton act of barbarity they threw up their hands in unconcern and
said that they could not attend to these things and that the past is past.
Among other known to be wounded is a clerk of Manikchand and a boy
of 13, the son of the secretary of the Sholapur Merchants' Chamber.
How long
not known. But the
nature of it is evident from what has been already said. More proofs
are coming in and we hope to reveal them in due course. A further
instance of police terrorism is their opening fire on a group of innocent
millhands standing outside the Dharamsey Mill quarters when one was
killed and an assistant engineer, Manohar was seriously injured.
All through the evidence of the " hidden hand" working up is
demonstrably clear. The readiness with which the Anglo-Indian press
inferred that the murdered policemen, whose identity is not yet established,
are Moslems, their unholy glee in trying to scent a communal disturbance
where there was none, the consoling unaction with which they saddled
the crime, on the Congressmen when the Congress leaders in Sholapur
not alone condemned mob excesses but actively participated in bringing
about peace. All this show to what limits of depravity the opponents
of the national movement can descend to. We, however are not surprised.
A foreign bureaucracy whose strength has been built on armed terrorism
and whose prestige has been based on lies can know no limits of
humanity or truth in trying to maintain its parasitic existence.
ALL QUIET AT AMALNER.—The B. P. C. C. deputation that left
for Amalner immediately on receipt of the news of disturbance there,
has returned this morning. They report that there is no truth in the
scare news circulated about Amalner and that peace and concord prevails
there. / Yesterday a huge meeting of Hindus and Mohammedans was
held which listened eagerly to addresses from Pt. Sunderlal, Pupala and
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Shaida. Pt. Sunderlal is remaining behind at Amalner to complete the
mission of peace.
*
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My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 2123/H/3717, dated the 12th
May 1930.
On the 12th instant about 100 ladies carried on picketing at the
1
Mangaldas, Mulji Jetha and Bhuleshwar foreign cloth markets , but on
receipt of the news of Abbas Tyebji's arrest all markets, except the Mulji
Jetha, closed down. The Mulji Jetha market was picketed by the lady
volunteers till evening. The cloth merchants are much concerned about
the stocks they have on hand, and propose to consult Bhulabhai J. Desai
with a view to some compromise being effected between them and the
Congress people.
In the evening a public meeting was held on the Esplanade Maidan
to congratulate Abbas Tyebji and his followers on their arrest. About
6,000 people, including about 1,000 Mussalmans, attended. Dr. J. N.
Choksey, Purshottamdas Tricumdas,
Jamnadas Dwarkadas, B. N.
Mehisheri, S. K. Pupala, Pandit Sunderlal, Gajendranath Sharrna,
Dr. M. H. Gour, Dr. Abdus Salam, Maulana Syed Attaullah Shah Bukhari,
Mohammad Ismail Surti, Mrs. Lilavati Munshi and Chandra Bhal Johri
were prominent. The principal speaker was Syed Attaullah Shah
Bukhari. He referred to the resolution passed by the Jamiet-ul-Ulema at
Amroha exhorting the Mussalmans to join the Congress movement and
condemned the reactionary movement of the Ali Brothers. He said that
the British Government had not only exploited India but had destroyed
their religion and civilisation. He added that if they wanted to safeguard
their religion they should join the fight against the British Government
and when India got her freedom they would settle their differences with
the Hindus. He disapproved of picketing by ladies so long as men were
available. Speaking about the British he said that they should go back
the same way as they had come and hoped that they would be drowned
before they reached their country. Dr. J. N. Choksey, Pandit Sunderlal,
Dr. M. H. Gour, Jamnadas Dwarkadas, Mohammad Ismail Surti,
Dr, Abdus Salam, Purshottamdas Tricumdas and Mrs. Lilavati Munshi
also addressed the meeting advising Hindu-Muslim unity. Purshottamdas
Tricumdas said the boycott of Government servants was justifiable.
Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattjopadhyaya has returned from Jalalpore. She
is now busy selecting 100 able-bodied volunteers to go to Jalalpore to take
Picketing of these markets in Bombay was almost a daily ritual of the Desh Sevikas#
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part in the raid on the Dharasana salt depot. C. K. Narayenswami has
Deen selected to lead this batch.
I attach a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin—Special Sholapur
Number—dated the 13th May 1930.
This morning about 200 satyagrahis collected on the open space near
King's Circle. About 40 of them headed by B. N. Mehisheri brought sea
water in brass lotas. The volunteers then formed cordons round the place
where salt was made. Jamnadas Dwarkadas, Purshottamdas Tricumdas,
B. N. Mehisheri, Velji Lakhamsey Napoo and Dr. M. B. Udgaonkar were
present near the cordon supervising the arrangements. After the salt was
made one of the satyagrahis handed over 4 packets to Jamnadas
Dwarkadas, who gave three of them to Purshottamdas Tricumdas, his wife
and B. N. Mehisheri. Jamnadas Dwarkadas sold his own packet for
Rs. 5. B. N. Mehisheri sold his also for Rs. 5 to one Meghji Hirji.
Purshottamdas Tricumdas sold his packet for Rs. 25 to one Shamji Devji
and Mrs. Purshottamdas sold her's for Rs. 5 to one Cooverji Jetha. No
money was paid on the spot. Jamnadas then dispersed the meeting.
Several satyagrahis went to Kurla to bring salt.
The Tndian Woollen Mill at Haines Road left work this morning at
X 10 a.m as a protest against Abbas Tyebji's arrest.

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
Special Sholapur Number
Bombay, 13th May 1930,
2
THE REIGN OF TERROR IN SHOLAPUR. —Since there seems to
be a conspiracy regarding the orgy of blood that was enacted, we have
decided to publish the full details of the terrible events that occurred °n
Thursday, the 8th May.
Not content with the protest against Mahatmaji's arrest which the millworkers of Sholapur voiced on Wednesday, they decided to observe hartal
on Thursday also. Till 10-30 a.m. there were various processions after
which the people quietly dispersed. At about this time some people went
to cut the plam-trees near Rupa-Bhavani. The Police soon appeared and
a large crowd collected. There was a hot exchange of words between the
Police and the people, when the Police proceeded to arrest seven or
eight from among those who were cutting the trees. Meanwhile the crowd
had increased in numbers and the situation became tense. The District
Magistrate and other Government officers appeared on the scene, when
the people demanded that those arrested should be released. One
Shanker, a boy, came forward and insisted on the arrested persons being
set free. At this a Police Sergeant getting excited levelled his pistol at
Shanker and shot him ! This act drove the people into a frenzy and stones
1

2

The Dharasana satyagraha in Gujarat was one of the most spectacular events in
the movement. The Government reacted to it in the most cr^el-manner.
This was one of the most tragic episodes in the Civil Disobedience Movement in
India. For assessment of the same see K. K. Chaudhari, Maharashtra and Indian
Freedom Struggle, pp. 89-91.
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were hurled. Thereupon the Police fired. Two or three people were
shot dead and the crowd dispersed. The news of the atrocity spread like
wild fire and enraged mob collected outside Mangalwar Police Chowky,
murdered two Policemen, set fire to some papers and doth and threw the
body of the one of the murdered policemen into the fire. Later, they
proceeded to the court buildings and burnt it down.
The events that followed is a nightmare. The police ran amok
throughout the city furiously firing and slaughtering citizens without any
provocation. In one motor-lorry the driver was flanked on either side by
two Sergeants with levelled pistols. Inside were the Police with then
rifles taking aim and ready to fire on any unfortunate head that came into
sight. At the back of the lorry were two sepoys with pointed rifles. In
another lorry was a machine gun with a squad of men. These two lorries
were driven furiously through the streets without sounding horns and
continuously shooting people particularly stray passers-by on the roads
and any chance spectators in a window. They took special care to mark
down and kill people standing on the galleries of the house. And they
killed without distinction, no matter, whether man, woman, boy or a girl,
They wandered all over the city roads from 1-30 in the noon to well past
midnight. The toll of the dead is not known. Evidence is to be had of
at least 25 people killed and about 50 injured. We give below a few
details which reveal the barbarity of the Government in all its nakedness.—
(lj At Hajumal Chowk in a Panvala's shop Shankar Pandharinath
was sholj in the chest while ieating pan, (2) Vishwanath S. Sathe,
Nhavi-peth, proprietor, Bombay Sweet-meat Mart, was passing along
the road when seeing the Police lorry rushing he ran up a staircase ;
three shots were fired at him, one shot striking Ijhe door, the second
touching his back and the third passing his tjhigh, (3) In the same house
when a guest, Ganpat Ealkrishna Tambe was coming down the staircase
to leave for Pandhorpur, he was shot on the leg, (4) A Gosavi from
Ujjain aged 60 years was shot on the steps of the Mackonackey Theatre,
(5) Near Panjarapole, Tatya residing in Dharamsey Chawl was cruelly
murdered, tjie first and second shots missed him when the Police got
down from the lorry and shot him dead with a third one, (6) Near
Kumbhar Lane, a Mussalman butcher and an up cocuntrjy Hindu were
shot while going to the water closet, (7) Near Waleves, the son of the
Superintendent of t)he Jain Boarding House, aged 14 years was shot in
the head. His skull broke into splinters and the shot embedded itself
on the doorpost, (8) Ratilal, son of Seth Hirachand Amichand.
aged 13/14 while standing on tjhe terrace of his house in Shukrawar Peth
was shot dead and at the same time his Munim was wounded with
a shot, (9) Narsappa Antappa Tyaral staying near Iravati House in the
Buruj Peth was shot dead, while standing on the portico of Mr. Kontam,
(10> A dyer woman while going to the closet was found shot in Sakhar
Peth near Kanakatty's house, (11) Bhandage a half mad person was
shot in Chati Lane while he was sitting $iare, (12) Sangappa Karbasappa
Vibhoote while standing on the road near tjhe Kadadi's chawl in Sidheshwar Peth was shot. (13) Mallikar Junappa Swami was shot while he was
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standing in his own shop, (14) Gitabai, wife of Sundersingh Sardarsingh
staying in one of the rooms of Mackonackey Theatre was found shot in
the chest and thigh, (15) Baburao Kehere was shotj in the left chest while
ink

Theatre, (17) in the
wri st)
Boarding House of Vishnupant Alotkar in the Heera Building, while the
boarders were sitting behind the closed doors shots pierced through the
door frame and one Manohar Krishna Jadhav was wounded in the
thigh. (18) Shankar Dhondo Bakshi and Vasudev Shastri both residing
in Vadgaonkar's chawl were fired at but happily escaped being wounded
or killed. (19) One Chandrasen Jadhav while standing in the Photo
stores of Sevaklal Jawahirlal, on the first floor was shot at but the shot
missed him and struck a photo hanging on the wall five feet high.
(20) Near Arunodaya Press one Kakade and others while standing were
deliberately sholj at but the bullet missed and hit a municipal wall,
(21) Vishnu Shamrao Vansangkar and his friends while standing in
Municipal
fired at them.
Almost all houses, the municipal office and public buildings show
bullet-marks proving with what recklessness the Police, went about
slaughtering. Gandhi caps were particularly marked down and the
wearers of the same were aimed at. The wounded were neither attended
to by the Police nor moved to the hospital. No panchnama was taken
in the case of dead people. While the Court-buildings were burning the
Police made no efforts to put down the fire but went madly rushing about
the city, shooting and killing indiscriminately.
This is the bare narrative of the events that happened at Sholapur on
Thursday, the 8th instant.
Such is the Government of this country established by deceit and
oppression and carried through organized violence. Each passing hour
is bringing fresh evidence of the barbarity of the Government. The whole
of the butchery done in Sholapur was executed under the direct command
and supervision of Mr. P'ayfairs, the D. S. P., and Mr. Knight, the
District Magistrate of Sholapur. If these are the canons of civilization
of the Britisher in India, we would gladly prefer the etlr'cs of apaches or
the humanity of the thug.
1

Citizens of Bombay, can you stand unmoved while innocent children
and helpless women are being slaughtered in cold blood merely on the
whim of the Police ? Can you continue to give support to an order of
things that subverts all human codes and institutes a reign of terror?
We appeal to you all to come and RALLY ROUND THIS CONGRESS
FLAG so that we may with one united attempt destroy British Imperialism
and liberate India,
SHIRODA SATYAGRAHA
The Shiroda Satyagraha in RatnagiH district was an important event
in the history of freedom movement in Maharashtra. It was a peaceful
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demonslration of resistance against the repressive Government. The
satyagrahis followed all the tenets of satyagraha as prescribed by Gandhiji,
They went to the salt pans in disciplined batches, performed the satyagraha
and returned after having repulsed by the Pdlice. They withstood lathicharge with the spirit of peaceful resistance.
Purushottam Hari alias Appasaheb Patwardhan, T. R. alias Mamasaheb
Deogirikar, 5. D. alias Acharya Jawadekar and Dr. Athalye were the
architects of the satyagraha. As many as 583 volunteers from Bombay,
Poona, Jalgaon, Satara, Ahmadnagar, Nasik, Sholapur, Dhulia, Kolaba and
Thanu district had gathered at Shiroda. The local volunteers were
besides those who came from other districts. The largest number came
from Bombay (116) and Jalgaon (103) districts} Pandurang Sadashiv Sane
alias Sane Guruji and Annasaheb Dastane led the volunteers from
Jalgaon.
The satyagraha started in the early hours of 12 May 1930, under
supervision of Appasaheb Patwardhan, Annasaheb Dastane, Acharya
Jawadekar, Dr. Athalye, Dharmanand Kosambi, Dr. Bhagwat, Soman,
Vinayakrao Bhuskute, Dr. Lagu and Sahasrabuddhe. The private
owners of salt pans allowed the salt to be taken away by the satyagrahis.
Actually many of them co-operated, and suffered jail for the purpose.
The Collector and the D. S. P. directed Police action on the spot.
But Police became unduly violent and merciless on the fourth or last
day of the satyagraha. The Polict beat the volunteers to such an extent
that many were maimed or rendered invalid. The last batch was that
of the volunteers from Jalgaon who gave a tough fight of peaceful
resistance and guerrilla tactics. About 300 satyagrahis were arrested on
1* May.

—Editor.
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Bombay, 14th May 1930.

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 2140/H/3717, dated the 13th
May 1930.
I attach a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin No. 18, dated the
13th instant.
About a 100 women picketers continued picketing for about 3 hours
at the Mangaldas Cloth Market in the afternoon. The Mulji Jetha
Market, Lakhmidas Market and the Morarji Gokuldas Market were kept
r
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closed as a mark of respect for Abbas Tyabji . The women picketcrs have
decided to continue the picketing irrespective of any settlement that may
be arrived at between the merchants and Bhulabhai Desai.
The E Ward District Congress Committee held a public meeting on
the night of the 13th at Tara Baug, Love Lane, Mazagaon, to congratulate
Shivram B. Pulsange, and Hari Bala Shinde on their release from
jail. S. K. Pupala presided. About 700 persons were present.
S. K. Pupala, Dr. J. N. Choksey, L. B. Niphadkar, A. B. Kolhaikar,
Ramdas Pratapbhai made speeches exhorting the people to join the
Civil Disobedience Movement in right earnest and fulfil the three
conditions laid down by Gandhi. Mindhe Patil discarded his coat and
pheta at the meeting which were burnt near the platform.
A meeting was held the same night on the Dongri Maidan under the
11
presidentship of Dr. Mazhar-ul-Haq Gaur. Aboutj 2,000 Mussalmams
and 1,000 Hindus were present. The principal speaker was Maulana
Syed Attaullah Shah Bukhari of Amritsar. He pointed out that there
were three courses open to the Muslims at present. The first course was
to join the Congress movement for the freedom of India. The second
course was to join forces with the British Government and the third was
to sit quiet and do nothing. The second and the third courses were out
of the question. The efforts of the Muslims in connection with the
Sharda Act went in vain and the Government gave them the cold shoulder.
The only course open to the Mussalmans was to capture the Congress
and lead the struggle for freedom. He also advised them to boycott
foreign cloth and take to Swadeshi. A section of the audience resented
the remark of the speaker about the Ali Brothers' advice not to join the
Congress and created an uproar for about 10 minutes. Some people
began to run away but quiet was restored when the lecturer appealed
to the audience to give him a patient hearing. Shorthand notes of the
Urdu speech have been taken. A verbatim report will be sent in due
course.
The same night Dr. M. B. Udgaonkar addressed about 40 labourers at
the Labour Camp, Matunga. Dr. Udgaonkar referred to the poverty of
the people under the British rule and said that it was hard for them to
pay unlawful taxes when they could hardly get one meal a day. He
asked the people to join the Civil Disobedience Campaign, to boycott
foreign cloth, to use khaddar and to give up drink.
About 300 satyagrahis were kept ready to go to Dharasana at
a moment's notice, but the Congress Committee received intimation from
Jalalpore that they were not wanted at present. It is reported that the
Bombay Provincial Congress Committee proposes to raid the Wadala
Salt Depot on the 18th instant. Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya had
r

. Abbas Tyabji was a close associate of Gandhiji, who had also accompanied the
Mahatma during the Dandi March.
2
. Government was very sensitive to Muslim participation in the movement.
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gone to inspect the place yesterday. Mrs. Sarojini Naidu arrived this
morning from Allahabad.. She is going to Jalalpore today. C. K. Narayen-,
swami returned from Jalalpore this morning.
This morning about 250 satyagrahis paraded on the Gowalia Tank
1
Maidan and about 125 paraded in the Esplanade Maidan. From Gowalia
Tank they proceeded in procession to the Congress House by Lamington
Road and Girgaum Road. A few of them brought salt from Churchgate
and some of them took sea water to the Congress House.
Purshottamdas Tricumdas, B. N. Mehisheri, Jamnadas Dwarkadas and
Labhshankar Harjeewandas Joshi were arrested today in connection with
the manufacture of salt at Matunga yesterday morning. The first three
were charged under Section 117 I. P. C. read with Section 47-A of the
Bombay Salt Act of 1890, while the fourth was charged only under
Section 47-A of the Salt Act. They were placed before the Presidency
Magistrate, 5th Court at Dadar. Purshottamdas Tricumdas, B. N.
Mehishri and Jamnadas Dwarkadas were sentenced to 5 months'
R. I. and to pay a fine of Rs. 200 or in default to a further 3 months'
R. L Labhshankar Harjeewandas was sentenced to 6 months' R. I.
2
I attach a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin No. 19 for your
information.

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 18.
Bombay, 13th May 1930
PROFESSION OF SEDITION.—Sjt. Abbas Tyabji who was placed
on trial yesterday, gives the following inspiring message to his countrymen
in the course of his statement before the Court : —
"This prosecution and others of a like kind are futile, as the whole
country is up against the present system of Government which in the
course of 150 years have achieved nothing in raising us amongst other
nations. Its positive achievement is only our economic ruin for the
s ?randisement of England. It is mostly for the prevention of our
further ruin that men like myself have joined in the present movement
for complete Swaraj in which alone we see our salvation. I trust the
whole of India will rise like one man. break the salt laws, refuse
payment of land revenue and thus bring to an end this accursed
system ".
SATYAGRAHA AT SHIRODA.—Twelve batches of volunteers
raided the Salt Works at Shiroda and by noon were able to remove
400 maunds of salt in spite of the arrest of 90 volunteers and the vigilant
attempts of the police to prevent the removal.
*
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Congress was born on this Maidan in 1885.
Enclosure not reproduced.
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My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 2177/H/3717, dated the 14th
May 1930.
About 150 women picketers engaged in picketing the cloth shops
at Mulji Jetha Market, Mangaldas Market, Morarji Gokuldas Market,
Lakhmidas Market, Cathedral Street, Kumbhartukda,
Bhuleshwar.
Bhoiwada and Kika Street. These cloth shops included four owned by
Mohammedans. No objection was raised to the pickets sitting at the
Mohammedan shops. A few volunteers accompanied the pickets for their
protection.
A procession of ladies, organised by the Gujarati Hindu Stree Mandal
to give an impetus to the Swadeshi movement, started from Madhav
;
Baug in the afternoon. It consisted of about 800 lad es including those
belonging to the Punjabi Stree Mandal and the Sindh Khikarpur Stree
Mandal. It proceeded along Bhuleshwar, Shaikh Memon Street, Princess
Street, Kalbadevi Road, Dadyseth Agiari Road, Girgaum, Girgaum Back
Road and dispersed at Madhav Baug. The processionists raised cries
of ' Mahatma Gandhi ki Jai \ ' Down with the British Government \
' Vande Mataram \ and sang national songs exhorting people to use
Swadeshi cloth.
The War Council of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee
decided yesterday to raid the Vadala salt pans on the early morning of
the 18th instant. Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya intends to lead
a batch of about 2,000 volunteers. She proposes to start from the
Congress House on the evening of the 17th and encamp at night near
Gowari which is close to the Vadala salt pans. The public is to be
requested to join in large numbers. About 300 satyagrahis have been
kept in readiness to go to Dharasana as soon as wanted. About
100 volunteers have been kept ready to go to Shiroda in a day or two.
Two meetings were held last night to congratulate Jamnadas
Dwarkadas and his companions—one at Mumbadevi and the other at
Mandvi. The Mumbadevi meeting was presided over by Manibhai
Gopalji Desai. About 400 persons were present. Dr. J. N. Choksey,
L. B. Niphadkar, Mrs. Lilavati Munshi, Krishna Yeshwant Parulkar,
S. K. Pupala and the president exhorted the people to join the satyagraha
movement. They also advised them to boycott foreign cloth. Mrs. Lilavati
Munshi advised the boycott of Government servants. The Mandvi
meeting was presided over by Dr. Jethalal V. Vora. About 700 people
were present. Dr. J. N. Choksey, L. B. Niphadkar and Mrs. Lilavati
Munshi exhorted them to get ready for civil disobedience in their
thousands. At both these meetings it was announced that Vithalbhai
J. Patel had been arrested at Allahabad and that therefore there would
be a hartal the next day. The news was spread by the volunteers. All
shops in Mandvi and other Bazaars were closed in the morning. They
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however reopened at about 10 a.m. when they found that the news was
•Po l o g

On the night of the 14th a public meeting under the auspices of the
Dadar Youth League was held on the maidan near the Tilak Bridge,
Dadar, to protest against the Press Ordinance. I. S. Patel presided.
About 350 persons were present. I. S. Patel exhorted the youths to follow
the programme of the Civil Disobedience Movement. Swami Kumaranand
strongly condemned the repressive policy of Government and said that
the Press Ordinance was promulgated in order to suppress news of
Government's high-handedness. He asked the youths to wake up and go
ahead. He, however, warned them to be non-violent. He also said that
the youths should make sedition their religion and they should be prepared
to defy Ordinances promulgated by Government. He advised them to
read and preach from prescribed literature and to issue cyclostyled leaflets asking the Police and the military to resign and join the satyagraha.
Pandit Sunderlal advised the audience to pay special attention to charkha
and spinning. He criticised communism and its principles and said that
those who followed them were children void of intelligence. He told the
audience to follow the advice of the Congress.
This morning about 300 safyagrahis went out to sell salt and to distribute
cyclostyled leaflets advertising the " Inquilab Zindabad " procession as per
1
copy attached . About 25 volunteers assembled at the King's Circle to
manufacture salt but on finding that few people had turned up they left
for Kurla to bring salt. After 8 a.m. about 230 satyagrahis came and
manufactured saltand sold it in small packets at one pice each. No
prominent person was present.
This morning an order under Section 144 of the Criminal Procedure
Code issued by the Chief Presidency Magistrate, Bombay, was served on
R. S. Padbidri, L. B. Niphadkar, V. N. Patankar, Dr. J. N. Choksey and
C. B. Johri, members of the War Council. Nariman has not yet returned
1
from Allahabad, I attach a copy of the order .
It is reported that at about 9 p.m. yesterday P. C. No. 1858/B, who
was on duty at Gai Wadi, was passing along Cavel Street when, some
Bania women on the first floor of a house reprimanded him for serving
Government, and told him to remove his uniform. One of the women
threw dirty water on him spoiling his uniform. The constable cannot
identify anybody.
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My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 2237/H/3717, dated the 15th
May 1930.
The Bombay Youth League held a procession on the evening of the
15th instant to sympathise with the Afghan Youth League, members of
*• Copies net reproduced here,
A-115—7-B.
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which arc reported to have been rounded up in a Frontier village. When
the procession started from the Esplanade Maidan there were about
3,000 volunteers, including a dozen women volunteers, headed by
Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya who carried a national flag. All the
processionists wore red badges and a paper badge bearing the inscription
" Tnquilab Zindabad, we are all outlaws". National and Communist
flags were carried. Bands of the Cutchi Lohana and Dana Bunder
Volunteer Corps played at intervals along the route. A few Sikh women
and Sikh satyagrahis, including some Sikh taxi drivers, under the leadership of Pratap Singh, were noticed. Very few Mohammedans took part.
The following were prominent :—Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya,
Miss Freni Bhesania, Mukund Malaviya, T. R. Singh, Salamatullah,
Shiv Sharma B. Sharma and Gajendranath Sharma. S. V. Deshpande
and C. B. Johri joined the procession later on. The procession passed
through Girgaum Road, Cavel, Kalbadevi Road, Shaikh Memon Street,
Zaveri Bazaar, Hornby Road, Esplanade Road, Apol'o Bunder Road,
Esplanade, Bandstand, Mayo Road and back to the Esplanade Maidan
where some of them attended the meeting held to congratulate Jamnadas
Dwarkadas, etc., on their arrest. When the procession reached the
Crawford Market it was about 5,000 strong. The processionists cried
the following slogans along the route : —" Inquilab Zindabad, We are all
outlaws, Bhagat Dutta Zindabad, Naujavan Zindabad, Hindustan
Zindabad, British Saltanat Barbad, Boycott British goods, Toadi Bachha
Hai Hai (shame on the Government toadies), Shame on the Viceroy,
Governor and Police Commissioner". When the procession passed the
Queen's Statue on Mayo Road some volunteers tied two red pieces of
cloth, one round the statue's neck and the other round the right arm.
The statue of the Prince of Wales was similarly treated.
About 200 women picketers carried on picketing at the foreign cloth
shops at Mangaldas Market, outside Lakhmidas Market and Mulji Jetha
Market, 3rd Bhoiwada, Bhuleshwar, Cathedral Street, Sutar Chawl,
Kumbhartukda, Madhav Baugh and Kika Street for about 4 hours.
The merchants allowed the pickets to sit in their shops. At 3rd Bhoiwada
an old Parsi lady went to purchase cloth from a Mohammedan foreign
cloth dealer. A Parsi picket tried her best to dissuade her from doing
so, but the old lady persisted.
In the evening a public meeting was held on the Esplanade Maidan to
congratulate Jamnadas Dwarkadas and his companions who were convicted
the previous day. About 3,000 persons attended. In the absence of
K. F. Nariman, Mrs. Avantikabai Gokhale presided. The president,
Mrs. Lilavati Munshi, Jinnabhai P. Joshi, Ranchhoddas Gandhi, Teja
Singh and L. B. Niphadkar made speeches exhorting the people to carry
on the struggle started by the Congress with perfect non-violence no
matter what difficulties may be created by Government. They asked the
people to carry on without their leaders. Mrs. Munshi announced that
in spite of the order of the Chief Presidency Magistrate under Section i44,
C. P. Code the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee was going to
issue the bulletins,
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Last night the English copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin could
not be issued because of a defect in the cyclostyle machine. Instead
they issued a few copies in Gujarati the contents of which have been
reproduced in English this morning. I attach a copy (No. 20). This was
done after the order under Section 144 was served.
I ordered Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhayaya to be arrested, and the
arrest was carried out at her house this morning. She was convicted and
sentenced to 6 months' S. I. and fine of Rs. 150 or in default further
3 months' S. I. under Section 177, I. P. C. and fined Rs. 20 tr in default
two weeks' S. I. under Section 47-A of the Salt Act. She was taken by
urprise when the Police went to arrest her and looked nervous. A large
number of volunteers on hearing of her arrest came up from the
Congress House and became very excited roughly handling the Police
officers present and breaking down the hood of the Inspector's car in
which Mrs. Kamaladevi was seated. I also ordered the arrest of
Swami Kumaranand who made an objectionable speech on the 14th.
He was placed before the Presidency Magistrate, 5th Court, who convicted
him under Section 177 read with Section 47-A of the Salt Act and
sentenced him to 9 months' R. I.
A rumour was spread amongst the Sikhs yesterday that a British and
i Sikh regiment fired upon each other at Bareilly. This rumour has been
mentioned in the Congress Bulletin today. The Director of Information
Bureau should contradict this rumour.
As the result of the appeal made by the Muslim Committee all the
Muslim shops in the city were closed today in observance of the All-India
Palestine Day. The Muslim drivers of hack victorias did not ply for hire.
The Hindustan Mill, the Bradbuiy Mill and the Indian Manufacturing
Company, in which the majority of workers are Muslims, are also
closed.

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 20.
May
THE BOMBAY PROVINCIAL CONGRESS COMMITTEE TAKES
UP THE GOVERNMENT'S CHALLENGE.—The Chief Presidency
Magistrate of Bombay has served an order under Section 144 of Criminal
Procedure Code on the Members of the B. P. C. C. and the Satyagraha
Committee to abstain for a period of 2 months from May 15. 1930 from
editing, producing or publishing, or aiding, abeting. inciting or otherwise
facilitating by any means the publication or distributing of in any manner
whatsoever. Bombay Congress Bulletin or anv other" paper, periodical,
leaflet or handbill containing any matter which is seditious or what is
likely to bring into hatred or contempt the Government established by
Law in British India, excite feeling of disaffection towards the Government
established by Law in British India, promote feelings of enmity or hatred
between different classes of His Majesty's subjects provoke members of
the public to commit the offences or riot or affray or to do acts
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endangering safety of the public or leading to disturbances of the public
tranquillity.
The Satyagraha Committee has been constituted and authorised by the
B. P. C. C. to wage a relentless non-violent war against this present
Government which the Nation refuses to recognise as having been
established by law in India but enforced upon it at the point of the
bayonet and against the will of the people of this country. It is our
duty therefore to discharge our duty faithfully to the B. P. C. C. by
continuing the task entrusted to us. We do not know or now recognise
any such thing as British India. To us there is only one India and that
is our India. We have no feeling of affection towards this Government
which we again repeat is not established by the Law of the people of this
country but by coercion and is being carried on with the help of the
mercenary army of the occupation. It is our duty to give expression to
our feeling of intense disaffection against this arbitrary autocratic and
Satanic Government and ask the people of our country to do the same.
We cannot be hindered in the discharge of our duty by any threats of
imprisonment, shooting or any other kind or cowardly violence to which
Government is resorting everywhere. Our loyalty to our people and land
imposes upon us the duty of being disloyal to this Government which
is being carried on against the will and the interest of our people.
As regards promoting "feeling of enmity or hatred between different;
classes of His Majesty's subjects ", we have tq point out that it is Agents
of His Majesty's Government who have been fomenting communal
disaffection and trouble throughout the country and wherever Congress
has not been stopped or hampered in carrying out this activities all sucb
troubles have been nipped in the bud and peace has reigned. It is
" His Majesty's Government" again which has always adopted a policy
of " Divide and Rule" and has been creating feeling of disaffection
between different classes of this country and which has ultimately forced
the Congress to refuse to recognise " His Majesty's Government" and
declare that we are no more the subject of the King of England.
On 26th January 1930 the people of this country have declared in unmistakable language their determination to overthrow the Government of
His Majesty. We are more concerned about the maintenance of peace
in our country and we have always been preaching that gospel of love,
amity and brotherhood between different classes in our country.
The Congress has nowhere at any time throughout the country
provoked the public to commit the offences or riot or affray or to acts
endangering the safety of the public. We are carrying out defiance of
Law in the most peaceful and non-violent manner unique in the History
of the World and it is only when the Government has actually interfered
with the activities of the Congress or tried to hamper or stop them that
violence has occurred. In city of Bombay in spite of the wanton assaults
on public and volunteers the movement has continued on very peaceful
lines and the Congress has been able to control crowds of men and even
control traffic. Now the Government has thought fit to interfere with
the activities of the B. P. C. and the responsibiliHy of further developments clearly lies on them. There is no tranquillity at all in the land,
*
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It is silence of death which Congress wants to disturb by rousing the
masses through its activities to their sense of patriotism and duty. We
shall therefore continue all our activities that we think to be desirable
and appeal to the citizens of Bombay to continue the Congress activities
if the present office-bearers are put in jail. Congress Bulletin will be
continued and if the Government anyhow succeed to stop its issue from
the Congress House the Bulletin it is hoped will still be issued from
houses of the thousands of Citizens of Bombay.
MUSLIMS FORBIDDEN TO PRAY IN SHOLAPUR,—Owing to
Martial Law the Mohamedans are forbidden to congregate for prayers
in Sholapur.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 2301/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 17th May 1930.

Dear Mr. Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 2273/H/3717, dated the 16th
May 1930
On account of the arrest of Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya yesterday
the cloth markets and the other cloth shops at Bhuleshwar and Bhoiwada
remained closed. The intention of taking out a procession of women
from Jinnah Hall as a demonstration against her arrest and conviction was
abandoned as the Mohammedans were observing ' Palestine Day'.
After the recess hour yesterday the Mohammedan workers of the
Pabaney Mill, Fazalbhoy Mill, municipal workshop and the Parel workshop of the B. B. & C. I. Railway obtained leave from the management
to take part in the Palestine Day celebration. The Choi Silk Mill was
entirely closed. All the mills and workshops were working as usual.
In the evening a public meeting was held on the Esplanade Maidan to
protest against the Press Ordinance. K. Natrajan presided. About
1,000 persons were present. The president condemned the policy of
Government in prosecuting women satyagrahis like Mrs. Lakhmipati and
Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya. He said that the awakening among
the cultured women of India clearly showed that there was something in
the present system of administration which necessitated a change, and
pointed out that it would not be possible for Government to stop the
campaign by repression. He added that the Press Ordinance had been
promulgated with the object of concealing the truth from the general
public. Ramanand Chatterjee of the Modem Review said that it was
an act of barbarity to introduce the Press Ordinance in these civilised
days. It was believed by Government that the Ordinance would strike
terror throughout the country and prevent the divulgence of news with
regard to the atrocities committed by the guardians of law ,and order, but
so long as the people had tongues, the truth would be known to the
public. Harilal Bhat pointed out that the Press Ordinance w iis reallv
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necessary in the case of the Times of India and the other Anglo-Indian
papers which published biased versions and thus fomented dissensions
in the different communities. Mrs. Lilavati Munshi said that in spite of
the gagging order of the Chief Presidency Magistrate the Bombay Congress
Bulletin had been published. It was a happy augury that all the
journalists were united in protesting against the Ordinance.
The E ward District Congress Committee held a meeting in Khote's
compound, Byculla, the same night (16-5-30). S. K. Pupala presided
and about 500 persons attended. The president, R. K. Acharekar and
Mrs. Yamunabai Ghodekar made speeches asking the people to join
Gandhi's movement.
On the night of the 16th instant, about 120 volunteers left for Dungri
and Billimora in connection with the Dharasana satyagraha. Their
departure was intimated by wire to the District Magistrate, who is now
at Dungri. About a thousand persons went to the Grant Road Railway
Station to see them off.
1
I attach a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin (No. 21), dated the
16th May.
This morning (17th) about 116 satyagrahis left for Vengurla by the
5. S. Kamlavati in connection with the Shiroda satyagraha. Telegraphic
intimation has been given to the District Magistrate and the District
Superintendent of Police, Ratnagiri.
All the satyagrahis willing to take part in the raid on the Wadala salt
pans have been called to the Congress House at 3-30 p.m. today. The
F Ward volunteers have been asked to be present in the maidan opposite
the K F M, Hospital at 3 p.m.
Yours Sincerely,
K. S. PETIGARA.

37
CONFIDENTIAL
No. 2323/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 19th May 1930

Dear Mr. Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 2301/H/3717, dated the 17th
May 1930.
In the afternoon of the 17th instant, all the satyagrahis were called to
the Congress House in connection with the proposed raid on the Wadala
salt pans. As already arranged they decided to start in a procession from
the Congress House at 4 p.m. and encamp for the night at Gowari.
Before the start Batuk Desai and Keshav Talpade, two leading lights of
the Congress House sent out two volunteers to note and report on police
arrangements en route. They reported that a strong force of policemen
was stationed at Jacob's Circle with the object of intercepting the
volunteers and arresting them. This unnerved the satyagraha committee
Not reproduced since not available in the original records.

*
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who asked the volunteers to change their route. They got so confused
that they did not fix any route and left it to the volunteers to find their
way to Gowari.
A procession of about 300 volunteers (instead of the boasted 2,000)
went out from the Congress House at 5-30 p.m. and took a zigzag route
through the Girgaum and Mandvi localities arriving at the Esplanade
Maidan at 6-30 p.m. There they decided to go in batches of 5 and 10
by tram or train to Gowari. About 200 volunteers went to the King's
Circle and encamped there for the night. Early in the morning of the
18th these volunteers were surrounded by the police. I called up the
leader and told him that they were an unlawful assembly and that unless
they dispersed 1 should place them under arrest. He said that they were
quite prepared for arrest. They marched into the prison vans by the
order of the leader and gave no trouble whatever. A crowd of spectators
cheered them as they went off. Three Sikhs stood in front of one of
the vans and tried to block the way but they were moved aside. Three
innocent men including a reporter of the Associated Press were assaulted
because they were suspected to be C. I. D. men. The police were asked
to resign their jobs. Dr. J. N. Choksey and R. S. Padbidri of the
satyagraha committee went round in the Congress car, after the volunteers
were arrested. Sixty volunteers who evaded arrest at Matunga went to
Vadala and were arrested by the police there and conveyed to the Worli
chawls.
At Vadala a few volunteers together with members of the public began
to raid the salt pans from the Gowari and Koliwada side which was
unprotected. The police arrested about a dozen persons as they were
removing salt. The vastness of the area afforded an opportunity to the
public to raid the salt pans from various directions. Police reinforcements came up and more arrests were made. After 2 p.m. things got
quieter and the crowd gradually dispersed. During the day the total
number of arrested persons came to 259.
This morning volunteers again attacked the salt pans from Gowari and
Koliwada side at 5-30 a.m. The police succeeded in arresting 69 of them
and dispersing the rest. About 150 men including a few volunteers
arrived by train at Gowari this morning and from there went to the salt
pans but the police chased them away. Somebody threw an iron bolt
which hit a Sergeant. One Kanji Gordhandas Budhadeo was arrested
for obstructing police officers and inciting the crowd to raid the salt
pans.
There was no picketing at cloth shops on the 17th. The women
picketers numbering about 200 went out in procession advising cloth
shopkeepers at Nail Bazaar, Bhuleshwar and C. P. Tank to deal in
Swadeshi cloth. On the 18th about 100 women picketers carried on
picketing at the four cloth markets. A procession about 300 Deccani
ladies headed by Mrs. Deshmukh and Mrs. Avantikabai Gokhale went
through the principal streets of the Girgaum locality to demonstrate their
[Sympathy with the Swadeshi movement.
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Vithalbhai J. Patel performed the opening ceremony of a Congress
camp known as Seva Dal in a godown at Clive Road, Dana Bunder on
the 18th, before an audience of about 1,000 persons. This Congress camp
is managed by the Mandvi District Congress Committee and is intended
as a boarding and lodging place for Congress volunteers. Patel advised
the people to take to Swadeshi.
1
The batch of 100 volunteers which left Bombay for Shiroda on the
i7th was not allowed to land. The volunteers arrived here this morning,
disembarked and went to the Congress House. They were very annoyed
at being sent back and maintained that they never gave trouble to the
district officers.
The Share Bazaar and other business localities are being closed as
a protest against the arrests of volunteers at Matunga and Vadala.
1 attach copies of the Bombay Congress Bulletin No. 22, dated the
17th and 19th instant and the issue of a special Vadala number together
with an appeal made by the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee.
The hamak and cart drivers of the Vadala salt pans have struck work.
They are afraid of the volunteers.

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 22.
Bombay, May 17, 1930.
NOTICE,—It is hereby notified that the Bombay Provincial Congress
Committee has decided to make peaceful arrangement to remove salt
horn the pans at Vadala. The intention is not to take away the salt
without paying the actual price to the owners of the salt. The Congress
is prepared to pay to the owners the price of the salt that may be actually
removed by the Congress volunteers. The Congress only intends to
remove that salt without paying the Government duties. It is quite plain
that the fight is between the Congress which represents the Nation and
the Government which stands for inhuman exploitation of the poor. It is
hoped that /the owners of salt (pans) and that salt contractors will realise
the meaning and implication of the fight and will help the starving
millions of their country by siding with the Congress. We again want
to make it quite plain that the Congress is prepared to indemnify the
parties concerned to the extent of the price of salt actually removed from
the agar by the Congress volunteers. But the Congress will not be
responsible for any loss to the salt owners due to the excesses that might
be committed by the police who are getting accustomed to running
amok.
RAID ON VADALA.—All the satyagrahi volunteers who have
enrolled their names in the Congress office are to present themselves
at the Congress House daily at 8 p.m. so that the required number of
volunteers for the next day may be selected and instructions regarding
further operations be given till further orders.
n*

1

See editorial note on page 90.
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LIVE DANGEROUSLY.—Tomorrow we are launching on the great
project of raiding the salt pans at Vadala. All the available resources
of the B. P. C. C. in volunteers are going to be directed towards carrying
uut the proposed 'raid'. It is the determination of the Bombay Satyagraha
Committee not to be turned away from its mission whatever the risks
be. As at Dharasana and Shiroda we are going to create a new war
front to give battle to the forces of tyranny. The future is full of great
possibilities. If the wish for freedom to which the citizens of Bombay
have given expression is lasting and deep the issue will be decided in
short time. We want
it would. This is me
great hour of the Nation's destiny and every man that can be spared
be
Meanwhile
from joining the fight for some urgent reason or other can help the
struggle in other ways. It is not alone the active millitant forces that
can help, though that still remains the urgent need of the hour. But they
that cannot come forward, let them live and breathe sedition. Do not
give the Government any quarter. Hound out any lurking thought of
loyalty to this tyrannical order of things. Organise pan
street and in every chawl. Let every corner of the city have the dynamic
nucleus of Congress organisation. Spread the message of khaddar.
Hold spinning classes. Meet as often as you can where space allows
you to congregate and discuss and understand the great importance of our
fight for freedom. This is not the time to choose the path of easy leisure.
Live dangerously. Let every home in Bombay be an arsenal of sedition,
and armoury of freedom. And Victory shall be ours ! TNQUILAB
ZINDABAD'.
KAMALADEVI IS ARRESTED.—Our sister Kamaladevi Chattopa*
dhyaya broke the salt law on the very first day of the starting of
the satyagraha. If the Government were to arrest her for the defiance of
the Salt law why did they terry so long ? The fact is that she has not
been arrested for the breach of Salt law but because she was contemplating
to take part in the raid at Vadala. The only reply therefore that the
citizens of Bombay can give to the insolent, mad and shameless Government, which by laying their hands on our dear sister have challenged the
manhood of Bombay is to join in large numbers the Congress army and
carry on the raid at Vadala and carry on a relentless fight on as many
fronts as possible and make it impossible for the Government to function
or to exist. Let us repeat with one voice ' so long as freedom is not
achieved neither shall we have any peace nor shall we allow the Governmenit to have any. Men of Bombay, will you hide in your houses
when your sisters have left their homes and are being arrested ? Run,
brother ere the passing minute cheats you to the Congress House and
become a volunteer.
THE TOCSIN OF REVOLT.—In Bombay the Presidency Magistrate
has issued a fiat that the Congress Bulletin shall die. We pity
the self-assurance of His Worship. For the Congress Bulletin lives.
It is being printed in thousands. Citizens are rushing to buy
it in the hundred thousands. Tt is being sold openly in the
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street even before the citadels of supposed law and order. It
has been offered for sale to these very agents of law. People
are openly defying the law for the Law off Britain is the law of the
cowards and the tyrants. And the Congress call is into truth and
righteousness. Imperialism is crashing to its doom. The grave is not
for us. Its mouth is gaping for the tyrant. We shall seek the repose
of the sepulchre when our great cause is vindicated and our purpose
achieved. Congress Bulletin shall never cease. Yesterday 3 volunteers
were arrested for selling the Congress Bulletins and after detention of
sometime were released. As soon as the news reached the Congress
House, the lady members of the Youth League came rushing to the editor
and offered their services for selling the Bulletins. We had to decline
their offer even while we admired their courage. We have no doubts
whatsoever that the instant the authorities, begin to arrest the volunteers
for selling the Congress Bulletins, thousands of persons will be found
selling the Congress Bulletins. It is quite plain that the Congress
Bulletins cannot be repressed. The Bulletin is the expression of the
temper, will and the grim determination of the nation to achieve freedom.
The Government shall therefore rest and hear the voice of 33 millions
of people. This voice cannot be repressed by the deadliest weapons in
British armoury. Whatever steps the Government may take Congress
Bulletin will continue. If need arises arrangements will be made to
issue the Congress Bulletin from hundreds of homes in the city of
Bombay. Long Live Congress. Long live the Congress Bulletin. Long
live the will and grim determination of the people. Inquilab Zindabad !
Congress Bulletin Zindabad !
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
Special Wadala No. 1.
Bombay, May 18, 1930.
RAID ON WADALA.—On the evening of Saturday, 17th May, 500
satyagrahis marched out of Congress House and .went in procession to
Esplanade Maidan. They divided themselves into various
groups
according to a previously fixed plan and proceeded by train or tram to
King's Circle where they camped for the night. Meantime the police
had been keeping a long vigil at Jacob's Circle, they have been informed
by some mischievous wag that the volunteers were marching that way.
It is surprising that what was an open secret at the Congress House should
have escaped the sneaky ears of the prowling agents of the potfsie.
Early this morning at about five a large number of regular and armed
police came to Matunga and arrested the volunteers who had not already
proceeded for the raid. The police had however again missed fire. Two
batches of satyagrahis had already left the camp and they reached the
salt pans without much difficulty. The police formed a cordon round
these volunteers and arrested them. Four volunteers managed to break
through the cordon and succeeded in reaching the Congress House with
the salt they had raided. But more than the enterprise of the volunteers,
it was the enthusiasm of the public that paralysed all the vigilant
precautions of the police. More than 20,000 citizens participated in the
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raid. The area covered was so vast that the police were completely
defeated in their attempts to guard the pans. Men, women and boys of all
ages, rank and position threw to the wind their lurking notions of respect
for this Government and rushed through the police cordon and snatched
away the salt. The police and particularly the excited seargents cut
a ridiculous figure trying to chase little boys or their more grown up
compeers who easily escaped with the salt they had taken away. The
raiding operations were carried on till 10 O'clock by which time more
than 500 maunds of salt had been removed.
The volunteers suffered very badly at the hands of the police. Many
of them were beaten with lathis or otherwise brutally assaulted. Even
the assembled public received those lathi attentions. One volunteer was
so severely beaten that he fainted and was removed to the hospital.
About six others have received serious injuries.
The number of volunteers arrested is 415 and they have all been kept in
confinement in the Worli Chawls. The arrested volunteers were offered
food at 2 p.m. A sample of the quality of food supplied has come to
our hands and stug more vile or stinking cannot be thought of. Even
Pariah dogs will turn away from it. Many of the volunteers refused to
partake of the food. The police at this got exasperated and tried to
coerce them to eat by blows and cuffing, which the satyagrahis received
cheerfully
A fresh batch of satyagrahis will proceed to Wadala tomorrow to
continue the raid.
*

*

*

BOMBAY PROVINCIAL CONGRESS COMMITTEE
APPEAL FOR MEN AND MONEY
" Who lives if India dies
who dies if India lives".
The Satyagraha Committee has so far been carrying on the fight
entrusted to them by the citizens of Bombay as vigorously as was possible.
Under circumstances the citizens have also responded magnificently. But
now the Satyagraha Committee has decided to give battle to the Government on as many fronts as necessary and intensify the campaign still
further.
VOLUNTEERS FOR DHARASANA AND SHIRODA.—A batch of
hundred volunteers has been sent to Dharasana on the 16th instant and
another batch of 100 volunteers has already left the Bombay harbour to
the battle front at Shiroda.
RAID ON WADALA.—But the biggest project in the hands of the
B. P. C. C. at present is raid on Vadala salt pans. In this expedition
alone ten thousand volunteers may have to be engaged. Congress
Bulletin has already been declared illegal by the Government and the
volunteers who go about selling it are liable to be sent to jail. The
B. P. C. C. has declared this war on the Government on behalf of the
citizens if Bombay in the full faith that the citizens will support the
*

B. P. C. C. 'to the last man and to the last drop of their blood or last
penny in their pocket.
Now the honour of the Congress is in the hands of the citizens of
Bombay. They must not delay to rush to the Congress House and enlist
themselves as volunteers in their thousands. Run, run
become
a volunteer this very minute. There are about three thousand
four hundred volunteers today at the disposal of the B. P. C. C.
The enrolment was not intensified earlier because more volunteers
were not needed at the time for the activities of the B. P. C. C.
But now thousands of volunteers are required for, apart from Shiroda,
Dharasana and Vadala, the fight will have to be given on other fronts
too.

The B. P. C. C. has started the fight with full faith in the citizens and
we have every hope that the citizens will rise to the occasion. This is
the final fight. This is the fight to the finish. This is a fight to win.
If we lose this fight our hearts and homes and our dear motherland will
never be ours. We will be crushed for another hundred years and we
will have to smart under the yoke of foreign tyranny for how long, God
alone can know. Nobody's honour or property is safe under this rule,
nobody will live if India dies. Nobody will die if India lives. Your
Motherland's honour is in your hands. Your country demands your
services. Run, run, to the Congress House. Enrol yourself as a volunteer
this minute. Pay every pie you can spare to supply "the sinews of war"
for this fight.
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 22.
Bombay, May 19, 1930.
WADALA RAID—LAWLESSNESS AND BRUTALITY.—The raid
on Wadala salt pans continues. The custodians of law and order are
infuriated. They are not satisfied by merely arresting satyagrahi
volunteers. This morning about 100 volunteers some from Bombay and
others from Matunga and Dadar started for Wadala salt pans. A force of
25 Excise Police and about 100 ordinary Policeman guarded the salt pans.
As soon as the satyagrahis entered the prohibited area, the excise policemen fell upon the satyagrahis and began to belabour them. One had his
skull fractured ; one satyagrahi was so severely thrashed that he fell down
unconscious. They dealt him seven danduka blows and continued beating
him though he was unconscious. One of the assaulters, was not in
uniform. He was clad in what appeared to be white khaddar and
Gandhi cap. After performing this meritorious work the assaulters put
a finishing touch to their law and order business by throwing the wounded
satyagrahis like dogs out of the salt pans into the muddy soil outside.
69 satyagrahis were arrested, put in a police van and sent to Worli.
One rich cotton broker who took part in the raid was also arrested.
ROLL OF WOUNDED SATYAGRAHIS.—Nine satyagrahis were
severely injured and they were not arrested. Their names are :
(1) K. Umeshrao, (Bandra) received hits all over his body, (2) Ranjit
Mehta (Bandra) several lathis blows, (3) Govindji Mulji, (4) Laxmidas
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Waghji (Ghatkopar), (5) Nathalal Odhavji, (6) Hiralal Mansukhlal,
(7) Murlidhar, (8) Dalsukhbhai, (9) Bal Shankar Moghe. The Satyagrahi
volunteer whose skull is fractured is in charge of Sjt. Balubhai T. Desai.
*

*

*

THE MORALE OF BOMBAY VOLUNTEERS.—In a letter dated 18th
May from Camp Untadi addressed to B. P. C. C. Mrs. Naidu says,
" The Bombay volunteers have given a very good account of themselves.
They spent the whole night surrounding one of the fences in salt mound
area and they are still there, cheerful and full of determination. Things
are moving fast here and I do not think that for the present 1 can leave
headquarters even for a day. "
*

*

*

300 STREET CORNER MEETINGS IN THREE HOURS.—This
morning about 100 Seva Dal volunteers carried on intense propaganda in
five wards of the city. They divided themselves into five batches and
held about 300 street corner meetings. From 7 a.m. to 10 a.m. the
volunteers went on from street to street holding meetings which were
a success. The people were quite enthusiastic about them.
TERRORISM IN SHOLAPUR.—People coming from Sholapur are
bringing very disquieting news. It is alleged that about 100 shops are
broken open and looted by some British soldiers. Khadi clad people are
thrashed and vilest outrages are being committed. We are collecting all
the information and shall be in a position to issue an authentic statement
very soon.
SHIRODA
SATYAGRAHIS
ASSAULTED
BY
PATHAN
HIRELINGS.—The batch of 100 Bombay satyagrahis who left for Shiroda
on Saturday was not allowed to land at Vengurla They were taken to
the next station Goa and brought back by the same steamer. On their
return journey the satyagrahis tried their utmost to get down at Vengurla
but were brutally assaulted and beaten back by the policemen and their
Pathan hirelings. Even the Collector participated in this pleasant job and
set upon the volunteers with his stick until he was tried. Ultimately
the ropes linking the steamer with the boat had to be cut off and the
satyagrahis had to stay where they were. Even the passengers were not
allowed to get down at their various destinations but had to come back
all the way to Bombay.
ROLL OF INJURED VOLUNTEERS.—(1) R. K. Rumde, (2) S. L.
Sansare (Captain), (3) M. R. Rawal, (4) Vaigankar, (5) S. C. Bhayani,
(6) B. Joshi, and (7) T. Sukha.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 2374/H/3717.
Mv dear Collins.
In continuation
May 1930.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 20th May 1930.
of

my

D. O.

No. 2323/H/3717,

dated the 19th

*

In the afternoon of the 19th a few spectators visited tno wauam *
but no attempt was made by anybody to raid the salt pans. The total
number of arrested persons during the day was 72, including Kanji
Gordhandas Budhadeo who was arrested for obstructing the police and
inciting people to raid the salt pans. The case against him has been
postponed to the 2nd June and he has been released on a personal
recognizance of Rs. 500 and a deposit of a like amount which was paid.
Of the arrested persons 23 were placed before the Presidency Magistrate,
5th Court, under Section 47 C of the Bombay Salt Act, 1890, yesterday.
The Magistrate ordered them to be bailed out on giving a security oi
Rs. 50 each out oi which Rs. 25 had to be deposited. Three of them
accepted bail and the remaining 20 went to jail pending the case against
them to be heard on the 28th May. The case against the rest of the
satyagrahis placed in the Worli Jail has been remanded to the 2nd June.
About 200 women picketed the four cloth markets yesterday.
A- i-*.
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A public meeting was held at the Esplanade Maidan on the evening of
the 19th to congratulate Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya and the other
satyagrahis who were arrested in connection with the Wadala salt raid.
About 1,500 persons, including 100 ladies, were present. K. F. Nariman
presided. R. S. Padbidri, Gajendranath Sharma and L. B. Niphadkar
were amoiig those present. K. F. Nariman spoke in praise of the
dauntless spirit of Mrs. Kamaladevi who had joined the struggle after
leaving her home and child in Poona. He praised the volunteers who were
arrested at Wadala for their discipline and non-violence, and said that
when he visited the volunteers at Worli he found them in the best of
spirits. By assaulting the peaceful volunteers the Government, he said,
in a way assisted their movement because it imbued the minds of the
people with disgust for Government and would act as an incentive to them
to join the movement. They had shown to the Government that they
were not afraid of the Jail and once the whole nation lost
fear of the jails and the laws, it would be difficult for the
Government to stay long in the country. He finally appealed to the
people to carry on the struggle in a peaceful manner. Mrs. Lilavati
Munshi said that the movement would not be stopped by the arrests of
a few hundred volunteers. V. J. Patel said that assaults by the police
on crowds was not new to him. He wanted to inform the Government
that if they assaulted the people instead of arresting them legally, the
responsibility lay on the Government if the people resorted to violence.
The Labour Government, he said, entrusted Lord Irwin with the sole
power of managing Indian affairs and he in return handed over his powers
to the police. They had, therefore, a goonda raj at present and not the
British raj. He advised the people to have courage and to stick to their
guns and assured them that they would succeed in establishing swaraj in
place of the lathi raj. Finally he said that if he was not arrested he would
address them on the 22nd. Pandit Sunderlal, Manishankar Shyamji
Trivedi of Dholera and Dr. Abdus Salam made speeches asking the people
to continue the struggle. Pandit Sunderlal said that he had received
information that a volunteer had died from fracture of the skull caused
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by a fall from a moving train. He asked the people to be peaceful and
to remember that thousands of them would be required to give up their
lives in the struggle for freedom.
Another meeting of non-Brahmins was held on the Chaupatty sands on
the evening of the 19th. S. K. Pupala presided. About 500 people
attended. The president, V. S. Dongare, R. K. Acharekar, Dr. Manjrekar
md Mrs. Yamunabai Ghodekar made speeches condemning the repressive
policy of Government, calling upon the Ministers and Councillors to
resign their posts for the sake of their country and asking the people to
join the campaign. The speakers emphasized that the non-Brahmins were
not keeping aloof from the present movement.
At about 8-30 p.m. yesterday the dead body of one Vithaldas Vallabhdas
Chandan, aged 18, a Congress volunteer was brought to the Congress
House. Large crowds visited the Congress House and continued coming
till late at night. Some alleged that the volunteer died as a result of
a police attack and some asserted that it was by accident. It was
declared by the secretary of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee
that the case was an accident. The people were told by the volunteers
that a funeral procession would be taken out the next morning. The
7
people then began to go home. The dead body w as examined by
Doctors S. R. Soneji and R. S. Samti and they certified that death was
due to fracture of the skull. K. F. Nariman informed the Coroner that
the deceased had fallen down from a train and after examining one of
the doctors and the father of the boy the Coroner permitted the body
to be disposed off pending the inquest which has been fixed for the 23rd.
The Sub-Inspector, G. I. P. Railway Police, reported to the Coroner that
the deceased while travelling in a local train accidentally fell down from
the train and died on the spot, between Masjid Bunder and the first cabin
at Victoria Terminus and that before the dead body could be removed
to the Coroner's Court for the inquest some 200 to 300 Congress volunteers
took away the body by force. The people who collected in the vicinity
of the Congress House seemed to be in an excited mood and many of
them cursed the police and asked the passersby to remove their head
dress. There was, however, no untoward incident at night.
This morning the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee circulated
cyclostyled copies of leaflets giving their own version of the incident.
I attach a copy of the leaflet. The funeral started from the Congress
House at about 7-30 a.m. K. F. Nariman, Pandit Sunderlal, C. B. Johri,
R. S. Padbidri, L. B. Niphadkar joined the procession which was a very
large one. It went along Sandhurst Road, Bhendy Bazaar, Mandvi,
Abdul Rehman Street, Jhaveri Bazaar, Lobar Chawl and Girgaon Road,
terminating at Sonapur where the body was cremated. When the
processionists were returning to the Congress House it is reported that
some volunteers gave out that another volunteer had also died and that
there would be another procession at 4 p.m. today. This story has been
found to be false. Some persons tried to remove the turban of a Traffic
1
constab e at Sandhurst Bridge who managed to run to the Gamdevi Police
Station and report the matter. At the same time a motor car owned by
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Mr. Walsh was held up and the driver was assaulted. On the arrival of
the police the people ran away. A part of the hood of his car was
torn off..
It is reported that the coolies working in the salt pans are getting
nervous. It is alleged that about 6 coolies were proceeding to Matunga
along the Wadala Road when near the Hindu temple of Vithoba some
Congress volunteers threatened them with assault in case they continue
to work in the salt pans. About 25 coolies went away to the native
places, and the remaining 30 have absented themselves through fear.
About 200 cart drivers are generally engaged when salt is to be taken
away by the contractors. Since the Congress raid the contractors have
purpose
When
the mill area, it is reported, that some Congress volunteers went to the
New Kaisar-i-Hind Mill at Ghorupdeo and asked the workers to stop work
and join the funeral procession. About 2,080 workers came out. Shortly
afterwards the Sassoon Spinning and Weaving Co.'s Mill at Ghorupdeo
also stopped work and about 2,700 hands came out. An attempt was
also made to bring out the men of the Atlas Mill at Reay Road but the
arrival of the police frustrated the attempt. Later on 400 workers of
the British India Press at Love Lane, Byculla also left work.
All the cloth markets and the principal business centres in Bombay
have been closed on account of the death of the Congress volunteer*
The raid at Wadala was suspended for the dav.

DIED ON ACTIVE SERVICE
Satyagraha Volunteer No. 318, Vithaldas Vallabhdas Chandan (Lohana)
aged 18, Vice-captain, National Militia, B Ward took part in the Vadala
raid on the 18th, Sunday, 1930 and was the first to, enter the salt pan.
He was assaulted by a sergeant and received two blows one on right
shoulder and the other on the right elbow. The second blow knocked
him down in the mud but he got up of his own accord though the police
offered him help. He was taken to the lorry by an ambulance volunteer
(Parmeshwaran) who attended to his injuries and tried to prevent him from
taking part in the raid again. But Vithaldas persisted, went to the salt
pan again and succeeded in bringing salt to the Congress House. He was
taken to the Harkisondas Narottamdas Hospital for treatment and went
home with his right arm in the sling.
SALT RAIDS
After Gandhiji was arretted a war council was established to carry
out a campaign on Dharasana Salt Works which Gandhiji had projected
The war council consisted of Abbas Tydbji and many leading Gujarati
Congressmen. Their main attack on Dharasana took place on 21 May,
with about 3,000 satyagrahis from Gujarat and Bombay, encouraged by
A-115-8-A.

several thousand people. The police indulged in cruel lathi charges which
resulted into 300 casualties.
Besides BombayK and Dharasana, Salt Satyagraha was carried out
practically all over the Western Coast. The Satyagraha at Shiroda and
Ratnagiri was quite exemplary. In the interior parts where salt could not
be made as at Tune, Nasik, Jalgaon and Nagpur, contraband salt was
sold in violation of the salt law.
The Salt Satyagraha practically came to an end with the arrival of the
monsoon at the beginning of June.
As a consequence of the salt raids, there was practically no manufacture of salt in May 1930. In 1930-31 sale of sdlt dropped by 1,21,897
maunds in the Bombay Presidency.
The salt raids had a great publicity value. The satyagrahis forced the
Government into retaliation and suppression. The police and at times
the Military, fired on unarmed crowds, and committed brutalities not
becoming the Government run by Englishmen who claimed to be the most
civilised clan in the world. The satyagrahis took this opportunity to show
not only to the Indian people but also to a world-wide public the
crudities of the self-presumptuous Englishmen.
•Editor.
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Wadala
IdayBby the satyagraha
committee on account of the funeral of the volunteer who fell out of the
train, there were no visitors to the salt pans during the whole of yesterday.
Yesterday Sergeant G. A. Kelly of the 1st East Lancashires was
cycling along Chira Bazaar when the funeral procession of the deceased
volunteer came along. He was asked to take off his hat which he refused
to do. He was surrounded but managed to escape through a
Muhammadan shop leaving his bicycle on the road.
The
remained closed yesterday on account of
hartal there was no picketing by lady volunteers.
On the evening of the 20tjh a meeting was held at Keshav Baug, Princess
Street, under the auspices of the Kathiawadi Praja Mandal. Manishankar
Shamji Trivedi presided. About 300 persons attended. M. S. Trivedi
referred to the Dholera satyagraha and said that the events of the last
few weeks showed that there was no Government there. The police, he
said, were boycotted to such an extent that they were helpless. ' He
announced the resignation of about 40 taluqdars in Dholera and appealed
to the people of Bombay to join the satyagraha movement in large
numbers.
,\
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Another meeting was held on the same night at Bhangwadi under the
auspices of the Bhuleshwar District Congress Committee. Manila]
Gopalji Desai presided. About 400 persons including about 50 ladies
attended. Speeches were made by the president. Mrs. Ramibai Kamdar,
Mrs. Hiralaxmi, Durgashankar Bhatt, Jinabhai P. Joshi, L. B. Niphadkar,
S. K. Pupala and Y. K. Parulkar referring to the death of Vithaldas
Chandan and exhorting the people to join the present struggle and
boycott foreign cloth.' Durgashankar Bhatt said that Vithaldas had died
a martyr's death and it should act as an impetus to all volunteers to carry
on the struggle with non-violence. Mrs. Ramibai Kamdar referred to the
death of the volunteer and said that his memory would be kept green only
if her brothers and sisters were to take an active part in the satyagraha
campaign. Jinabhai P. Joshi said that the people of Gujarat who were
formerly jeered at as cowards had attracted the attention of the whole
world. When swaraj was won., he said the history of the Gujaratis
would be written in letters of gold. L. B. Niphadkar said that as a
disciple of Gandhi he fully believed in the efficacy of non-violence and
did not believe in the policy of tit for tat. He had therefore come
forward to lay down his life, if necessary, for the country.
A public meeting of Mussalmans was held last night at Loheki Chawl,
Madanpura, to congratulate AH Bahadur Khan, the proprietor of Hilal
and Abdul Hamid, the editor of the same paper, on their conviction and
sentence. About 1.500 Mussalmans and about 300 Hindus attended.
Pandit Sunderlal presided. Speeches were made by the president,
Maulana Hasrat Mohani, Hamim Nisar Ahmed Ikrami, Haji Nur
Muhammad Ahmed „ Haji No or Muhammaid MohaWala and Munshj
Muhammad Ibrahim, denouncing the repressive policy of Government
and appealing to the Mussalmans to join the present movement in large
numbers Maulana Hasrat Mohani, who was the principal speaker,
declared that the present satyagraha movement was not meant for
achieving complete independence but was meant to. generate that power
with which complete independence would be won later on. He reproached
the Ali Brothers and other Muslim leaders, for insisting on the Hindus
conceding their demands. He asked the Ali Brothers whether Government had promised them what they were demanding from the Hindus.
He declared that the projected Round Table Conference was a snare and
appealed to all patriotic Indians to have nothing to do with it.
Resolutions were passed congratulating Hafiz AU Bahadur Khan and
Abdul Hamid and warning the Government that the Mussalmans would
not be deterred from participating in the national struggle by such
repressive acts. Another resolution was passed declaring that those
Mussalmans whom Government selected for the Round Table Conference
were in no way representative of the Muhammadan community.
At about 7 a.m. today a batch of 100 volunteers started from the
Congress House and proceeded to Masjid Bunder from where they
entrained for Gowari. From Gowari they walked /to Wadala led by
Natvarlal M. Dalai. They carried a national flap; and a placard with
the inscription " Vande Mataram—We are going to raid the Wadala
iSalt Depot". The police formed a cordon across the road barring their
way and asked the volunteers to disperse whereupon they squatted on
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the road. 95 of them were eventually arrested and five ran away. The
were sent to the Worli prison. A small crowd had collected to see the
raid but they left on the arrest of the volunteers.
Armed with warrants from the Presidency Magistrate, 3rd Court, the
police searched the Congress House, the office of the Bombay Provincial
Congress Committee and tjhe Jinnah Hall in connection with the
Congress Bulletins which were issued in defiance of the order under
Section 144 C. P. Code. Strong police arrangements were made in the
vicinity of the Congress House compound to prevent any disorder. The
police attached a large number of documents, two cyclostyle machines,
together with the paraphernalia for issuing cyclostyled bulletins.
K. F. Nariman, R. S. Padbidri, L. B. Niphadkar, V. N. Patankar,
C. K. Narayenswami, Dr. Choksey and R. Krishna Iyer were arrested.
C. B, Johri was not found at the Congress House. Two volunteers who
obstructed the police while entering the Bombay Provincial Congress
Committee's office were arrested and sent to Worli prison. Nariman and
the others will be sent for trial before Mr. Khandalavala tomorrow.
I attach copies of Bombay Congress Bulletins No. 23 and 24, dated the
20th May together with a leaflet issued by the Bombay Provincial Congress
Committee contradicting the false rumour which was spread in the city
yesterday that another volunteer had died of injuries received at Wadala.
Many false rumours were spread in the city this morning after the raid
on the Congress House. One of these rumours was that Mr. Gray of
the Bank of India gave orders to the police to fire at the Congress House.
The result was that the bank was crowded with members of the public
inquiring why Mr. Gray gave orders to fire. Mr. Gray as a matter of
fact knew nothing about the raid at Congress House. After the raid the
crowd attacked the car of Inspector Rockley of the Motor Vehicles
Department who was passing Lamington Road with Inspector Dyer of
the C. I. D. The car has been damaged.
A full report of the raid on Congress House will be submitted
tomorrow.

BOMBAY SATYAGRAHA COMMITTEE
20th May 1930.
FALSE RUMOURS CONTRADICTED.—The rumour of another
volunteer's death is absolutely FALSE. Such rumours are spread by
agents provocateurs to create excitement and do harm to our
sacred cause. The public are informed that they must not give credence
to such false rumours.
True information about all such events will immediately be given to
the public through the Congress Bulletin only.
Information has reached us that some petty but unfortunate untoward
incidents did occur this morning at Sandhurst Bridge. We are confident
that no man connected with the Congress or having the slightest sympathy
with the Congress cause could have been guilty of any such things. If

I
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any such untoward incident did happen or if a single man was forced
to take oil his cap, we must teil the public that sucii acts are bound to
harm our cause. We beseech the public of .bombay never to piay on
such occasions into the hands of our enemy by departing However sugMiy
from the path of strict non-violence.
Let us never forget that : —
*

" Our success depends upon non-violence
alone " even under the gravest of provocations.

and

non-violence

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 23.
20th May 1930.
BOMBAY PAYS MAGNIFICENT HOMAGE TO ITS blRST
SATYAGRAHA MARTYR THOUSANDS JOIN THE EUJNEKAL
PROCE^biOiN-WHOLE ROUTE STREWN WITH TLoWERs AND
GULAJU.—After Lokrnanya Tilak's funeral Bombay has not witnessed
a more magnificent procession than the one which it did today. Eany in
the mornmg people began pouring in at the Congress House and before
the procession has actually started the roads leading to the Congress
House presented a seethmg mass of humanity. Hinaus, Moharnadans,
Parsis all had come to pay their last homage to Bombay's iirst satyagraha
martyr.
TO THE PUBLIC.—You have paid magnificent homage to the young
martyr. Young and old you assembled in thousands to do in honour,
The cause which was dear to him is equally dear to you. But are you
satisfied with the role that you are now playing ? We appreciate your
sympathy. We prize very highly the moral sanction for satyagraha which
you have spontaneously given. You have been generous enough and
have helped the movement jn many ways. The mom you give, tjb.e more
we demand—and we shall continue to demand, till nothing remains to be
demanded. That time will come only when you will rise as one man,
enlist as one man and take a plunge into the satyagraha movement to
fight side by side with us. That supreme sacrifice we want from you.
Citizens of Bombay, join in thousands and tens of thousands.
Join now—today is the Martyr's day. Be true to the promptings of your
heart, be true to the sacred ashes of the martyr and be true to the
God within you. Sign the satyagraha pledge, carry on the fight which
Vithaldas had left to you, and the spirit of the young Martyr will shower
blessings on you from the heights of heaven.
•p
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At a public meeting held on Monday evening at the Esplanade Maidan,
Sjt. V. J. Patel indicted in very severe terms Lord Irwin's Government
He said, " There is no more British Raj in India. The Labour Government has abdicated in favour of Lord Irwin and Lord Irwin in his turn
has abdicated in favour of Military and, the Police, British Raj has gone
and Lathi Raj has taken its place ".
*

•
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B. P. C. C. PROPAGANDA.—Last night Messrs. Niphadkar, Pupala,
Jinabhai, Manibhai and Parulkar addressed two public meetings at Colaba
and Bhangwadi (Bhuleshwar) on the "present situation". This audience
numbering nearly five thousand was quite enthusiastic.
FREE USE OF
PATHAN
KNIFE ON SATYAGRAHIS, SHIRODA VILLAGERS GETTING
EXCITED.—It seems that Shiroda raid has been suspended. The
situation there is tense. Free use of lathis on the harmless satyagrahis
has infuriated the villagers who are known for their warlike spirit. The
Collector has engaged a Pathan who is let loose like a blood-hound
among the satyagrahis. Once he ran amok and dealt wounds with his
knife on all the satyagrahis on whom he could lay his hands. As elsewhere Lathi Raj reigns supreme there. The feelings of the people are
inflamed, as they cannot bear to see innocent people mercilessly beaten.
They are a chivalrous people. They look upon satyagrahis as their
cost of their life.
guests
If the lathi raj were to continue for a week more, it was feared that
there would have been a terrible outbreak of violence. Faced with such
a; situation Mr. N. M. Gokhale, the captain of the volunteers deemed it
wise on true non-violent spirit to suspend the campaign till the atmosphere
comes down. The decision of the Captain will be more appreciated when
it is known that not a single violent act has been committed by the people
so far, however, furious they might be.

'„
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WADALA SALT RAIDS
• /

-i;,.;_!:!.

1

the Salt Satyagraha in Bombay. Although raids on the salt pans \ as
almost a daily occurrence, the raids on 16 April. 18 May, 25 May and
1 June 1930 were noteworthy. The raid on 1 June was the biggest
and the most demonstrative of all. The Bombay War Council had
elaborately prepared for that raid. Nearly 15,000 volunteers including
men, women and children raided the salt pans on 1 June, under leadership
of Mrs. Lilavati Munshi (wife of K. M. Munshi) and Mrs. Barman
Kaur. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya had already been arrested on
16 May and awarded imprisonment for her heroic leadership of picketing
foreign goods shops and liquor shops, and of the Wadala raids. Hence,
she was not available for the raids on 25 May and 1 June. The
away

salt.
The Home Member of the Bombay Government was directing the
police action, in person. The Wadala prisoners were kept in
an
unequipped detention camp at Worli. In the camp itself there
were
skirmishes between the detenue and the police. The situation went To
much out of control that the Military was called out. There were scenes

m
of ctuel atrocities by the police and the Military which resulted into
90 casualties. The entire city raged with anger. Hundreds of volunteers
1
went out in streets only to be beaten and imprisoned.

'Editor.M
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Dear Mr. Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 2399/H/3717, dated the 21st
May 1930.
I attach copies of the Bombay Congress Bulletin Nos. 25 and 26.
The former was published last evening and the latter this morning.
About 200 women picketers picketed the four cloth markets yesterday.
There was no picketing at Bhuleshwar and Bhoiwada cloth shops.
In the evening a public meeting, under the auspices of the Bombay
Provincial Congress Committee, was held on the Esplanade Maidan.
Jinabhai P. Joshi, the newly elected president of the Bombay Provincial
Congress Committee, presided. About 2,000 persons, including about
150 ladies, attended. Jinabhai P. Joshi, Pandit Sunderlal, Mrs. Lilavati
Munshi, Maulana Hasrat Mohani, I. S. Patel, S. K. Pupala and
Mrs. Ratanben Mehta made speeches congratulating; the arrested leaders
Jinabhai
,rry on the stru
P. Joshi said that if Government arrested the members of their war
council, many more would take their places. Pandit Sunderlal blamed
the people of Bombay for assaulting the police officers at Lamington
Road and damaging their car and said that the success of their movement
depended on their observing strict non-violence. Mrs. Munshi said that
the people must now be prepared to shoulder greater responsibilities in
the absence of their arrested leaders. Maulana Hasrat Mohani said that
the Government arrested the leaders and tried to terrorise the people
by assaulting them. He advised them to carry on the struggle with
unabated zeal and not to participate in the Round Table Conference until
Government conceded Gandhi's demands. The president announced that
V. J. Patel would address them the next day at the Esplanade Maidan
and not at Chaupatty as previously announced.
Another meeting, under the auspices of the Mandvi District Congress
Committee, was held at Kharak Bazaar last night. About 700 persons,
including about 100 ladies, were present. Durgashankar Bhatt presided.
Referring to the funeral since Tilak and Jatin Sen's, he said that Vithaldas
was not assaulted by the Indian constabulary but by the officers of the
European companies and their managers who had offered their services
1

For assessment of the Wadala raids, see K. K.Chaudhari, History of Bombay: Modern
Period, pp. 192-93 and 196-97, and D. G. Tendylkar, Mahatma: Life of Mohanchand
Karamchand Gandhi (Delhi, 1961).
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for the protection of the British raj. He said that the Congress House
was raided by the manager of the Bank of India and the Imperial Bank
and he warned the merchants of Mandvi not to have anything to do with
any European concern. He added that if any of the merchants did not
listen to his advice, their servants should not co-operate with them.
Narsidas Popat also made an appeal to the Mandvi merchants to boycott
European concerns. Dr. Bhanushankar Shukla exhorted the people to
be non-violent in the strict sense of the word and said that if they
continued their struggle according to the advice of Congress they would
be able to bring England to her knees. Liladhar Jani, Advocate, said
they would not be able to bring John Bull to his senses except by the
boycott of foreign cloth and the use of Swadeshi articles. Virchand
Panachand announced that Jinabhai P. Joshi was elected president in
place of Nariman and Manila! Gopalji Desai and N. J. Manjrekar as
secretaries in placfr of Padbidri and L. B. Niphadkar who were arrested ;
I. S. Patel was elected treasurer vide R. Krishna Iyer.
Under the auspices of the Bombay Congress Muslim Party a public
meeting of the Mussalmans was held in the open maidan at Dongri last
night to consider the situation in Palestine. About 3,000 Mussalmans
and 300 Hindus attended. Moulvi Mohamed Ali of Dharavi presided.
Speeches were made by Moulvi Hafz-ul-Rehman, Moulvi AtauUah Shah
Bukhan, Maulana Hasrat Mohani, Haji Nur Muhammad Mojawalla and
Pandit Sunderlal appealing to the Mussalmans to join the present
movement for the achievement of freedom. Maulana Hasrat Mohani
described how the British Government tried to secure the presence of
a majority of Jews in Palestine by importing and settling all kinds of
Jews from Europe and America in Palestine and depriving the Arabs
of their just rights. He commended the activities of the All-India Muslim
Palestine Conference and declared that they were not going to achieve
their object by merely passing resolutions or having processions. In his
opinion the only way to bring pressure upon the British Government was
to bring about a complete boycott of all British manufactured goods in
India as well as in all other Islamic countries. Referring to the political
situation in India he declared that the Round Table Conference was only
a snare and he appealed to all patriotic Indians to have nothing to do
with it. Moulvi AtauUah Shah Bukhari made a vigorous attack on the
Ali Brothers and their policy. He said Maulana Muhammad Ali's recent
activities were mysterious. The Maulana had declared that the Muslims
should have nothing to do with the Hindus and the latter were out to
establish Hindu Raj. At the same time he declared that he was going to
see the Governor of Bombay with the object of getting permission to
see Gandhi and to bring about a removal of the present deadlock.
In Delhi Maulana Muhammad Ali had threatened the Government that
he would ask the Mussalmans to start Civil Disobedience if they were
not exempted from the Sharda Act. The Child Marriage Restraint
Act, 1929. At the same time he appeared to be very anxious to
participate in the Round Table Conference. He declared that he was
unable to understand the motives underlying the Maulana's actions.
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In conclusion he appealed to the Mus&almans not to lag behind ati such
a critical time but to join the national movement forthwith. A resolution
was passed appealing tp the Mussalmans of India to boycott British
manufactured goods completely, which was the only way to bring the
British Government to its senses.
Under the auspices of the Parsi Rajkiya Sabha a public meeting of
Parsis was held at Blavatsky Lodge, French Bridge, yesterday to
congratulate the Parsi satyagrahis who were arrested in Bombay and
elsewhere. K. K. Suntoke presided. Parsis and Hindus packed the hall.
B. F. Bharucha, Dr. K. K. Dadachandji, Mrs. Perin Captain and the
president made speeches congratulating Nariman, Dr. Choksey, Sidwa and
Pestonji of Peshawar. Resolutions were passed advising the boycott of
foreign cloth and participation in the satyagraha movement by the Parsis.
After the meeting the people went in procession to the Congress House
where they saluted the national flag and were addressed by Mrs. Lilavati
Munshi who advised them to join the national struggle.
This morning a batch of 18 volunteers went to the Wadala salt pans
from the Koliwada side. They were put under arrest and removed to
Worli prison. Another batch of about 100 left the Congress House at
about 8 a.m. today, and wemt to Gowari from Sandhurst Road Station.
At Gowari they divided up into two batches. One batch tried to enter
the salt pans by the main road while the other approached from the
Koliwada side. They were arrested. The total arrests this morning
came to 116. There was a lathi charge about which a special report will
be sent.
The four cloth markets and a few Hindu shopkeepers have observed
ahartal today on account of the arrests of tjhie Congress leaders yesterday.
The other commercial institutions also are closed today for the same
reason.
Dr. J. N. Choksey, R. S. Padbidri, L. B. Niphadkar, V. N. Patankar,
C. B. Johri, C. K. Narayenswami and R. Krishna Iyer were convicted and
sentenced under Section 188, I. P. C. on Ijhree counts in respect of the
Congress Bulletins of the 16th (two issues) and 17th and sentenced to
6 months' rigorous imprisonment on each count, the sentences to run
concurrently. These accused and K. F. Nariman were also convicted
under the same section on two counts in respect of the Congress Bulletin,
dated the 18th and 19th May 1930 and sentenced to 4 months' simple
imprisonment on each count, the sentences to run concurrently with those
passed in the first case.
I attach a copy of Superintendent Guider's report regarding the raid at
the Congress House.
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BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 25.
21st May 1930.
POLICE RAID ON THE CONGRESS HOUSE—EIGHT MEMBERS
OF THE WAR COUNCIL ARRESTED.—Sensational events are the

order of the day. A police raid ^ a s ' expected last night, but the
expectations were realised only this morning at about 7 a.m. The raid
lasted for three hours and all the time the Police Inspectors were busy
searching the Congress House, room after room, file after file, leaving
the whole thing in utter disorder. It was a most amusing sight to see
a batch of armed police inside the Congress House headed by the Deputy
Commissioner and Sub-Inspectors, to arrest a handful of Congressmen,
only eight in number. All the avenues from the Damar Lane down to
the Girgaon Back Road were guarded by nearly 1,000 policemen with
lathis in their hands. One cannot imagine the propriety and necessity of
bringing in such a huge number of policemen. The arrest would have
been very quietly, almost non-violently effected without so much show
of police force. It was a needless provocation to the public. Crowds
began to pour in at about 8 a.m. when the public received the news of
this laid. The sky was rent asunder with the cry of " Long Live
Revolution ". The mob was difficult to be controlled by the Police who
were compelled to solicit (the help of Pandit Sunderlalji. Accompanied
by a Police Inspector he went into the crowd assembled outside and
addressed a few words. The effect was instantaneous. Quiet was
immediately restored. What the thousand lathis could not achieve, a few
words of one satyagrahi did in a moment. This memorable event would
have passed off peacefully were it not for the police provocations whose
sacred duty is to create mischief. Through their instrumentality some
trouble was created outside (the Congress House; the police as usual
used their lathis on all alike volunteers and the public. Some of the
volunteers came back bleeding, a reward they received for maintaining
peace at the hands of the custodians of Law and Order.
We congratulate the following members of the War Council for the
honour they have received from the Government : (1) Sjt. K. F. Nariman,
(2) Dr. Choksey, (3) Sjt. Padbidri, (4) Sjt. Niphadkar, (5) Sjt. Patankar,
and (6) Sjt. Narayenswamy. These were arrested under Section 144 and
warrants have been issued against Sjts. R. Krishna Iyer and Johri who
were not at the Congress House when the raid (took place. We extend
our hearty congratulations to our worthy president who has been signalled
for this honour a second time.
DISASTROUS PATH OF COERCION : SEMI-OFFICIAL PAPERS'
SEVERE INDICTMENT OF THE GOVERNMENT.—The London
Daily Herald which is the demi-official organ of the Labour Government
has condemned in an editorial note the repressive policy of the
Government. We give below some extracts from the same and trust they
will simplify the work of psycho-analysis in which the Government is
engaged at present :
"The Government of India is moving step by step along the easy,
familiar and nearly always disastrous path of coercion.
"Even such form of representative Government as India possesses
is now virtually suspended.
"The Viceroy is governing autocratically. Legislation of the most
drastic kind be being promulgated by ordinance.
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T k e authorities have given themselves power to imprison men on
suspicion. The Press is now subjected to a coercion that has not been
used for nearly a decade. Any paper can, in effect, be suppressed by
a Magistrate if he regards its writing as an incitement to sedition".
WADALA RAID CONTINUES—95 SATYAGRAHIS ARRESTED.
While the police in their hundreds were engaged in the harmless task of
raiding the Congress House, a batch of about 100 satyagrahis made
attempts to raid the Wadala salt pans which were guarded as usual by
a strong police force. They were immediately arrested and sent to
Worli.
WAR COUNCIL'S STATEMENT.—The Government has come down
with heavy hands, for first war council is arrested. The second war
council will come in existence. The Congress cannot be cowed down by
the repression of the Government. So long as even a few of us are left
cut the war shall continue. If the Government lay their hands on the
B. P. C. C. thousands of citizens will rise to take our place and win
the battle.
The first war council has done its duty. The citizens have well
responded to our calls. It is through their help alone that we have
succeeded so far and on the strength of their further co-operation and
support we declare that we shall bring down the present Government and
establish full independence in the country. We are sure this fight shall
be continued with greater vigour and appeal to the citizens of Bombay
to join our ranks in thousands.
-

*

*

*

TODAY'S LATHI RAJ AN EYE WITNESS'S ACCOUNT.
" About five or ten minutes after the police van went away with the
arrested persons, the Sergeants charged the public with their batons
mercilessly. They entered the building opposite the Amin Nursery
dragged the people out, beat them and throw them on the road. Almost
all the blows were aimed at the back of the head and the first blow
made the men bleed and fall down. Even those who went to help the,
wounded were beaten mercilessly. The funniest part of the affair was
that three of the four Sergeants beat the men in succession that is the
first Sergeant beating and passing the victim to the next and so on.
This went on for about half an hour till the Sergeants were tired."
*

*

*

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 26.
Bombay, May 22nd, 1930.
P ARSIS RALLY ROUND THE CONGRESS FLAG.—"The satyagraha
movement has taken an epoch-making turn since yesterday. With the
arrest of almost the whole War Council, the people are gaining the
consciousness of leadership inherent in them. They feel the stir of
immense potentialities which are seeking self-expression. The thraldom
of ages is fast disappearing.
But what is more important and more epoch-making is the spontaneous
rally of the Parsi youths round the Congress Flag. It was one of the
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most agreeable surprises since the satyagraha movement was initiated*
For years they had kept aloof as a community from all political activities.
But laterly there is a steady awakening among them. And the arrest
of several distinguished Parsi satyagrahis Sjt. Nariman, Dr. Choksey,
Mr. Sidhwa, Mr. Pestonji of Peshawar, etc. has awakened in them a sense
of duty.
The Parsis are a gallant people, very enterprising, self-made and
generous. Their commercial instinct gives them a prominent place in the
commercial world. Entry of such a people in active politics is full of
great possibilities. We are fighting a Nation of Shopkeepers which has
kept India in thraldom only to push on its trade and commerce. If the
brains and resources of an intelligent, cultured and commercial community
like the Parsis were placed at the service of the Nation at the present
juncture, the struggle will end much sooner. Last evening they held a
meeting at the Blavatsky Lodge which was largely attended and many were
disappointed as they could not get into the hall which was already full.
Mr. Suntoke presided over the meeting and congratulated the Parsi
satyagrahis who are arrested so far Sjt. Nariman, Dr. Choksey,
Sjts. Sidhwa, Pestonji of Peshawar and Batliwala and others. Resolutions
regarding boycott of foreign cloth and participation in satyagraha by
Parsis were passed. Sjt. B. F. Bharucha, Sjt. Dadachandji, Smt Perin
Captain and Sjt. Cooper addressed the meeting. When the meeting was
over, a procession was immediately formed and taken to the Congress
House. Scenes of wildest enthusiasm took place at the Congress House
where the satyagraha volunteers gave them a hearty welcome. The new
president and Mrs. Lilavati Munshi addressed them a few words and the
meeting terminated with shouts of Vande Mataram and other National
cries.
WORLI SATYAGRAHIS ON HUNGER STRIKE.—The satyagrahis
who are kept in custody at Worli are on hunger strike for the last three
days. They are undertrial political prisoners. Yet they are treated as
common prisoners. They protested against such treatment but their
protests, were of no avail. They are now on hunger strike and are determined to continue the strike till their demands are granted.
*

*

OFFICE OF THE SUPDT. OF POLICE,
' C DIVISION.

Bombajy, May 21, 1930.

To
The Deputy Commissioner of Police,
Special Branch.

Sir,
I have the honour to report that at 7 a.m. arrangements were made at
Lamington Road Police Station for the raid on Congress House and by
7-30 a.m. all the officers and men were at their posts. The raiding party
arrived at Congress House afl 8 a.m. and on arrival at the entrance to the
B. P. C. C. Office were obstructed by two volunteers who tried to prevent
them from entering the building and going upstairs. These two volunteers
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were arrested and placed in the police lorry and subsequently removed to
Worli Prison where they have been detained.
The search of the Congress office was completed by the Special Branch;
several Congress leaders were also arrested on the premises. Oil
bringing down these prisoners the crowd which numbered thousands, and
who were surrounding Congress House and its precincts, demonstrated by
shouting and jeering at the top of their voices. The student element of
this crowd tried to get in touch with some of the prisoners who were
being escorted to the van and in doing this forced their way through
several cordons pushing and striking at the police with anything that they
had handy.
Stone throwing was also indulged in on a small scale and several officers
and men were struck but nobody was seriously injured, excepting Inspector
Lyon who was struck on the point of the chin with a lathi and also
received a blow on the helmet from a pair of tinsmith's pincers by one
of the crowd whom he immediately arrested. This man with Dr. Choksey,
Narajyenswami and others was placed in the van, and as the crowd
seemed as if it intended to push the van, orders were given to disperse it.
Before this could be done some members of the crowd got in front of the
van entwining their arms in the mudguards and the front of the van and
stretched themselves fully out to impede the van's progress. Force had
to be used to remove these men from this position and the fact of using
the force seemed (to have incited the crowd more who shouted and flung
stones and brickbats and anything else they could lay their hands on at the
police surrounding the van.
Force was used to disperse the crowd from the front of the van so as
to clear the way. After the van had left the police cordon was removed
to Jinnah Hall where a further search was being made and they were
followed by the whole crowd who were jeering, shouting afrd vilifying the
police.
A further cordon was formed outside Jinnah Hall and another police
van sent for for the transmission of the other prisoners who were then
present at this search. The police were formed up in such a manner as
to leave a clear smace entirely around the van and doing this necessitated
pushing the crowd back as far as possible, almost on the buildings on the
other side of the road.
The crowd was still in a bad humour and efforts were being made by
some of the Congress leaders to pacify them, but this apparently had
little or no effect.
After the search of Jinnah Hall was concluded and the prisoners brought
down, there was a further hostile demonstration. The prisoners were
placed in the van and orders given to the driver to proceed but he was
held up by some of the crowd who gave counter orders.
The crowd were pressed farther back to allow this van to proceed, and
when it moved off it was followed bv a crowd who rani after it as far as the
end of the street near the Kennedy Bridge. Seeing that their efforts tc
stop the van were of no avail they returned and surrounded the police
iordon As the search had been completed all the police pickets were
called in so that they could march off in a body together.

r
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run
unarmed
The object of this picket was first to prevent unauthorised persons
proceeding to Congress House and secondly to prevent any stoppage of
traffic along Lamington Road which is one of the main arteries for the
traffic proceeding towards Queen's Road, which about this time is usually
very heavy.
On receiving the orders to assemble this picket came back towards
Congress House to join the main body followed immediately by about two
or three thousand people. This caused acute congestion on the road and
it was with great difficulty that the police party could be marched out,
followed by the crowd who were jeering and throwing stones.
On arrival at the junction of Lamington and Girgaum Back Roads it
was found tjhat all traffic had been help up by some Congress volunteers.
In this traffic were noticed Inspector Rockley and Inspector Dyer in the
former's car, while marching past them Inspector Rockley was asked to
turn round and follow the picket as the crowd seemed in a very hostile
mood towards the police. He raised his hand and replied "All right"
and from this it was understood that he intended to comply.
When nearing the police station information was brought by private
persons that an European police officer in a motpr car was being assaulted
by the mob. A rescue party was immediately sent out and the car was
discovered in a damaged condition with the hood all torn, lamps and
windscreen broken and number plates damaged and tyres punctured.
Petrol had also been thrown over the bonnet and a portion of the body
evidently with the intention of setting fire to it as traces were noticeable
on the off fore-wheel where someone had tried to set it alight.
Enquiries elicited that Messrs. Rockley and Dyer had taken refuge in
a liquor shop nearby, and from there they were rescued and brought
on to the police station in a state of collapse. Both officers admitted they
had been brutally assaulted with sticks and stones. The interior of the
car was found full of bricks.
*

*

The rescue party under Inspector Lyon ordered the crowd to disperse
and instead of obeying the order there was more jeering and stone
throwing. A lathi charge was ordered and the crowd were driven back
down Girgaum Back Road towards Congress Hall. The picket remained
at Lamington Road junction for about an hour until things were again
normal..,.
•

V

Several eye-witnesses who could testify to what occurred willingly gave
their names and addresses and stated they were prepared to give evidence
if necessary. One of these Mr. Cawasji Manchershaw Doctor was subse1
quently traced and his statement , is herewith attached . The other
witnesses are respectatte shopkeepers of the locality, but these are not
available at nresent as their shons are closed, owing to the unsettled state
of. affairs. Their statements will be obtained and forwarded later.
Although several officers and men were struck with stones and other
1

Not reproduced here being unimportant.
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missiles, none of them sustained such serious injuries as necessitated their
removal to hospital for treatment.
Owing to the disturbed condition an armed guard of 20 men with
reserves from different police stations are still being maintained at
Lamington Road Police Station and will continue to be kept there until
things are normal
Supdt. ' C Division.
21/5
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 2458/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE.

Bombay, dated May 23, 1930.

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 2427/H/3717, dated the 22nd
May 1930.
I attach copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin Special Dharasana
1
Supplement —issued this morning.
On account of the hartal there was no picketing yesterday. It is now
intended to carry on picketing of the cloth shops in the morning also.
The two volunteers, who were arrested for obstructing the police at the
Congress House when it was raided on the 21st instant, and the third who
was arrested outside the Congress House when removing the prisoners,
were placed before Presidency Magistrate, 4th Court, yesterday under
Section 353, I. P. C. They were convicted and sentenced as under :
1. Girdharlal Harjivandas—2 months' S. I.
2. Harjiwandas Mavji—Fined Rs. 30 in default 1 month's
S. I. Fine not paid.
3. Das Ramchandra Naik—Fined Rs. 75 in default 6 weeks' R. I.
Fine not paid.
The Bombay Native Piece-Goods Association, at its meeting held on
the 21st instant under the presidentship of Devidas Madhavji Thakersey,
decided that so Ions as the national demands put forward by Gandhi were
not conceded, no member of the association should purchase directly or
indirectly, either locally or from foreign firms, any foreign cloth.
On the evening of the 22nd instant a public meeting was held on the
Esplanade Mai dan to hear Vithalbhai J. Patel's speech on the Congress
Working Committee's resolutions. About 5,000 persons
attended.
Jmabhai P. Joshi presided. Vithalbhai described at length his visit
to Dharasana and said that he was prevented by the District Magistrate
from seeing Mrs. Naidu and the wounded volunteers. Nariman and other
leaders who were jailed that day were, he said, happy in that they had
been relieved of their responsibilities. He laid stress on the observance
;
of non-v olence upon which the success of their movement depended.
Referring to the interview granted to the representative of the Daily Herald
*
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by Gandhi he said that the Liberals should now understand that the only
representative of the masses of India was Gandhi who alone could "deliver
the goods". He wished the Liberals to declare openly that they would not
attend the Round Table Conference unless Gandhi was invited. He
appealed to all Indians not to purchase any kind of cloth for one year
from that day. He maintained that there was nothing in the law which
could compel even a Government servant to use foreign cloth. He
advocated the use of khaddar only. Referring to the Working Committee's
resolutions he said that they were divided into three parts, viz., civil
disobedience of laws, boycott of British goods and liquor, and no-tax
campaign. He hurriedly explained these three stages of the campaign and
laid great stress on the boycott of foreign cloth, especially of British goods.
Moulvi Hafz-ul-Rehman, a member of the Jamiat-e-Ulema, appealed to
the Mussalmans to join the movement.
A verbatim report of Patel's speech will be sent in due course.
This morning about 300 volunteers were ready at the Congress House
to go to Wadala but in the absence of leaders no orders were given to
them. At about 2 p.m. today about 100 volunteers went to Wadala in
several batches. 83 of them have been arrested.
Vithalbhai J. Patel left by the Frontier Mail at 1 p.m. today for Delhi
en route to Rawalpindi. Delhi has been informed.
The cloth merchants and members of several business associations are
taking out a procession to demonstrate against the repressive measures of
Government and to express sympathy with the present movement. I
have prohibited the procession from entering the Fort area.
1
About 60 volunteers, who had gone to Dharasana , returned to Bombay
this afternoon.
I forward a copy of Superintendent Smith's report on the Wadala
incident reported yesterday.

Copy of Superintendent Smith's report on the Wadala
incident, dated 23rd May 1930
What actually happened is briefly as follows:—About 9-30 a.m.
yesterday a batch of 98 volunteers crossed the Wadala level crossing, and
were making for Antop Hill along the main route—The D.C.P. Divisions,
was present and a party of officers and constables were sent to intercept
them. The volunteers apparently changed their mind about keeping to
the main route and turned into a wicket gate and proceeded north along
the railway track. As it was obvious that their intention was either to
rush across the fields to pain their objects or to attack the Rawli pans,
a party under Inspector Fern was sent to intercept them in case they
T

A mass raid on. salt works at Dharasana took place on 21st May when 2,^00 volunteers
from all parts of Gujarat took part in it. The Government took umbrage, while the volunfteers attacked sal* heaps at different places and police made lathi charge. Total n^m^er of
injured volunteers on that day was 290. Leaders including Sarojini Naidu were arrested.
The Dharasana incidence gave evidence of a " black regime " of atrocities.

i

ined to get through the fields, and Inspector R. S. Palwardhan with a
party were sent to strengthen the guard at Rawli.
The volunteers after marching a considerable distance stopped and
about 40 of them were marched back and they took up their position in
an open space near the level crossing.
The main body finding thati they were foiled in their attempt, the
captain appears to have lost his head, and began to give them orders to
turn to the right and then to the left, march forward a few steps and
then retreat.
Inspector Fern and his party then got on to the railway track and the
captain was informed that he and his men constituted an unlawful
assembly and that they would have to disperse and if they refused he
would have to put them under arrest. The captain hesitated for a while
and then gave the order to charge and in the attempt to do so, three of
them were unfortunately injured by the younger Sergeants who thought
they were justified in using force to prevent them from escaping from
custody. The injuries were not of a very serious nature, but still in the
opinion of the undersigned seemed unnecessary as the volunteers could
not have gone very far without being arrested.
These facts were corroborated by the Reporter of the Associated Press
who happened to be present. This gentleman subsequently questioned
the captain as to why he did not submit to arrest, and as to why he gave
the order to charge. He admitted in the presence of the undersigned that
he had made a mistake and had misunderstood Inspector Fern's order.
They however left in a happy mood and the captain and the injured
men partook of iced minerals which were supplied by the Police. The
remaining batches were put under arrest by the undersigned. They were
very orderly but refused to accompany the police unless ordered to do. so
by their captain. This order having been given they entered the lorries
and were sent away.
for Off. Commissioner of Police, Bombay.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 2470,/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE.

Bombay, 24th May 1930

Mr
In continuation of my D. O. No. 2458/H/3717, dated the 23rd
May
I forward herewith copies of the Bombay Congress Bulletin No. 28,
ited the 23rd May, together with Gujarati and Marathi issues.
The allegation made in the Bombay Congress Bulletin No. 27
that one Sergeant was an employee of Ralli Brothers
May
arose from the following coincidence:
Wadala
the time when a batch of volunteers was chased. Another Sergeant called
59
On he
words to that
out "I say, Riley, come here
A-115—9-A.
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the volunteers who were arrested started raising cries of "Down with
Ralli Brothers, Boycott Ralli Brothers, etc." This story was taken to
the Congress House by the volunteers who were mixed up with the
spectators and an allegation has therefore been made that the police are
employing officers of Ralli Bros, to assist them.
The Congress volunteers who are mostly youths have suspected that
the European officers of the mercantile firms have been helping the police
since some members of the European community complained about the
demonstration by the Congress in the Fort area and offered to held the
police. When the Congress House was raided the Deputy Commissioner
of Police, Divisions, who was in mufti, was mistaken for Mr. Gray of
the Bank of India.
Below is a translation of what was found written in chalk outside
1
'Ralli Bros ' Premises yesterday morning: —
"The head of Ralli Bros, has very cruelly beaten our satyagrahj
volunteers at Wadala. 700 volunteers half-dead beaten and their
unconscious bodies thrown in ditches. About 50 Gujerati doctors have
been treating them. Boycott British Concerns. "
A procession of merchants and traders representing 29 trading
associations, such as the Bombay Bullion Exchange, the Bombay Shroffs'
Association, the Native Piece-Goods Merchants' Association, the Marwadi
Chamber of Commerce, the Maharashtra Chamber of Commerce, the
Bombay Cotton Brokers' Association, the Native Share and Stock
Brokers' Association, etc., was taken out from the Bullion Exchange at
Shaikh Memon Street, Kalbadevi Road and Cruickshank Road to go
towards the Fort area.
I sent Superintendent, B Division, to see the organisers at midday and
asked them not to take the procession into the Fort as on the three former
occasions the whole of the traffic was disorganised for about an hour in
Hornby Road and many Europeans had been insulted. Shortly afterwards
Mr. Walchand Hirachand brought a deputation of the organisers of the
procession to see me, and said that such a small matter as dislocation
of traffic should not be considered, when a nation was fighting for its
freedom. As my arguments about traffic dislocation, inconvenience to the
public and insults to Europeans were of no avail, I told the deputation
that the procession should not be taken into the Fort and that I would
stop the procession at Bori Bunder if they tried to enter the Fort area.
I laid stress on the provocative attitude of some persons taking part in
the procession towards Europeans in the Apollo Bunder direction and said
that I was very much afraid of a clash between Europeans and Hindus
on that account.
The procession arrived at Bori Bunder shortly after 4 and was
stopped by the police. The processionists squatted on the ground.
Pandit Sunderlal came and spoke to me about half an hour, but we were
unable to come to terms. At about 7 Sir Purshotttamdas
Thakurdas.
Mr. Lalji Naranji and some other merchants came to see me. After some
'Ralli Bros. \*ere the target of nickers bacsuse th:y were distributors of Foreign poods
and were supporters of the alien rule.
'
A-115-9-B-

discussion Sir Purshottamdas Thakurdas suggested, as a wa> out of the
impasse that the procession should be permitted to go as far as the Flora
Fountain and then turn round Churchgate Street and go on to the
Esplanade Maidan via Waudby Road. As this was not aa unreasonable
compromise, I accompanied Sir Purshottamdas to Bori Bunder, met
Mr. G. D. Birla, Mr. Durgadutt and other leading commercial magnates.
The suggestion was put before them and accepted, after some discussion
with a modification that they should visit the Share Bazaar on the way.
I agreed. The procession was then permitted to proceed, I regret,
however, to report that the agreement was not carried out. The organisers
found on reaching Flora Fountain that the majority of the processionists
were determined to go to the Apollo Bunder and they were unable to
control them. They went along Esplanade Road, rourd Apollo Bunder
and returned to the Esplanade Maidan via Ormiston, Mayo and Waudby
Roads. At the conclusion of the procession at the Esplanade Maidan
a public meeting was held at about 9 p.m. under the presidentship of
G. D. Birla. At this time only about 2,000 people were present. The
president made a short speech complimenting Gandhi on the success of
his non-violent movement which has pervaded the whole nation. W. T.
Halai then read out the following resolutions which were passed: —
(1) This meeting of the commercial organisations of Bombay held
under the auspices of various associations whole-heartedly sympathise
. with the present national movement and appeals to the people to make
earnest and sincere efforts by all peaceful means to end the existing
system of foreign exploitation that impoverished the agricultural classes,
severely handicaps the manufacturing interests, ruins the interest of
the mercantile community and generally drains away the wealth of the
country to its growing poverty. The meeting is moreover definitely of
opinion that the interests of the stable elements in the community are
identical with those of the country at large and as expressed in the
present movements led by Mahatma Gandhi.
(2) The meeting is emphatically of opinion that the universal leader
wholly embodying and expressing national awakening of India is
Mahatma Gandhi and that no settlement of the present situation can
take place or will be acceptable to the stable interests in this country
which is arranged without the participation of Mahatma Gandhi.
(3) (A) This meeting strongly denounces the most barbarous and
monstrous treatment meted out to the Indian ladies at Viramgam and
other places and pledges itself to try every peaceful means in its power
to put an end to a system that makes such unheard of and inhuman
atrocities possible.
(B) This meeting views with equal abhorrence the methods adopted
bv the police and the military against the unarmed and peaceful public
of Peshawar, Sholapur, Delhi, Calcutta, Karachi and Madras and
condemns the proclamation of martial law at Sholapur.
( O This meeting is firmly convinced that the only reply to such
lawlessness of Government and inhumanity of its servants is that the
whole commercial community of India should fftke such immediate
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and effective commercial steps that may, without doubt, render such
terrorism impossible in future.
(4) This meeting places on record its high admiration of the- selfsacrifice and the spirit of satyagraha shown by the volunteers all over
the country and expresses its severe disgust towards .the policy of
terrorism pursued by the authorities to deal with the present situation.
This morning there was no raid at the Wadala salt pans. Today will
be observed by the satyagrahis as the Dharasana Day, in celebration of
which there will be a procession from the Congress House to the
Esplanade; Maidan where a public meeting will be held.
I attack a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin which was issued this
morning in Gujarati—a free translation is also attached.
A copy of a letter received by me from Mr. R. D. Harrison complaining
about the damage done %o his car on the Apollo Bunder by the
processionists accompanies. I attach a copy of the Bombay Congress
Bulletin No. 29 of date.

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 28.
Bombay, 23rd May 1930.
SATYAGRAHIS AT WORLI PRISON
VINDICATE
THEIR
CLAIM.— The satyagrahis who are all interned at Worli Prison have been
maintaining a strict fast for the last three days as a protest against the
poor and unwholesome quality of the food supplied to them. They have
broken the fast today on the Superintendent assuring them that dal, bhat
and other items of better class food will be supplied to them. We offer
our congratulations on the bold front they showed and in the triumph
they have achieved. Satyagraha is winning all along the line.
MARTIAL LAW TO CONTINUE AT SHOLAPUR.—Government
has managed to discover a pretext for the continuance of Martial Law
at Sholapur. It is as obscure as the reason of its enforcement. All that
the public need know is that the savage sentences on persons of high
repute, the whipping of boys and the hunting of khaddar clad people will
continue merrily. We would cheerfully prefer death by bullets than this
killing by unheard of outrages and indignities.
(Free translation of Congress Bulletin in Gujrati, 24th May, 1930)
SPECIAL ISSUE ABOUT THE SUCCESS AT BORI BUNDER
PRESTIGE OF THE MERCHANTS.—After the successful satyagraha
at Bhatia Baug, another opportunity was offered to the Bombay merchants
yesterday to gain success before the eyes of the Times, the old dame of
Bori Bunder, and for this they deserved congratulations. Ye merchants
of Bombay ;
burn
India In countries outside Bombay. Yesterday the. police kicked your
self-respect and you put up with it. You cannot move about on public
roads, cannot have any demonstrations on the roads and you cannot be
independent on the roads for which you pay taxes. Under these
Circumstances you can only reply by the complete boycott of British

goods. Your brethren stood before you with their lathis. It is also
said that horsemen belonging to some native state stood before you with
loaded rifles, and you like warriors sat down to receive the bullets. The
shameless police, whose lathis have been stained with blood in the past,
did noi use them, but being ashamed and tired and wearied, beat
a retreat. You have gained an unexpected second success in the struggle
of Bombay0 The Government has stained your credit and reputation by
stopping you. This stain has been washed away by your satyagraha and
it has struck to the forehead of the Government like a black mark. This
black mark is a self-inflicted satanic blow brought on by their own
suicidal and unjust action. Merchants, your peaceful attitude was
complete and hence your success was hastjened. The satellites of
Government will always take such foolish steps to keep the people
awakened. We shall be able to complete bojycott to open, the eyes and
ears of those who compose the Government and for whose fear we were
not allowed to proceed in that direction. Brothers ! success is in unity.
Gird up your loins to fulfill the three-fold programme of Mahatmaji,
Become volunteers. Keep peace yourself and get others to do the same.
Have faith. Observe truth.
(Copy of letter from Mr. R. D. Harrison, Chief Auditor's
Office B. B. & C. I. Railway, Bombay, dated 24th May
1930, to the Commissioner of Police, Bombay
I beg to inform you that my motor car was damaged on the Apollo
Bunder yesterday evening by some of the people in the procession. The
following are particulars of the wilful damage done,—
1. Cloth hood torn and slashed in several places.
2. Tyres gashed.
3. Spare wheel wrenched off and tyre pierced with a knife, which
is now hi my possession as the owner was apparently unable to
extract it from the outer cover.
4. The back of the rear seat was slashed.
5. Scratches on the paint work.
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 29.
Bombay, May 24, 1930.
THE MERCHANTS LOST INDIA. THE MERCHANTS CAN
REGAIN INDIA.—The merchants of Bombay have made history. The
issues underlying the police blockade of the procession yesterday is not
merely one of regulation of traffic or maintenance of public peace. The
police know very well that both would not have suffered if the procession
had been taken along the prescribed route. The issue was more
momentous, and that struck at the very basis of British rule in India.
The merchants by their bold and determined stand of yesterday showed
that they had resolved to destroy the foreign exploitation of India. ...What
has long been an acknowledged truth to every student of history was
reiterated recently by Lord Brentford in an article in the Daily Mail
entitled "We must Govern India". And for what? He at least did
qpt screen himself behind the cant of anxiety for the suffering millions of
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India. He made explicit that " India is vital to our (England's) trade and
commerce, and if India goes, if she sets up, as she is apparently doing now,
fiscal boundaries against us, Empire's free trade of course will be killed"
Ana when the merchants of tins country are showing their unmistakeable
determination to throw of the foreign yoke, it is only natural that the
seats of authority should be perturbed. When English rule is questioned
as we have Deen doing on the basis of honour, morality or humanity the
Englishman remains unmoved. For his rule in India has alone the
philosophy of the petty shop-keeper. And that is why a threat to his
trade is taken so seriously. Yesterday's event is a great augury of the
future. British Imperialism is in its death gasps. And it is for the
merchants of Bombay to decide whether a ruthless exploitation that has
sapped the vitality of this land and converted our fair pastures into
barren deserts. If they continue the commercial boycott of England with
vigour the great fight for freedom will be settled soon. Stop all transactions with English Banks, repudiate your commercial contracts for
indents of English goods, for the Britisher, by his naked acts of terrorism
has vitiated the whole basis of any contractual relation, cease to have
any dealings with English firms and in such and various ways break the
basis of British domination of this land.
TOMORROW'S RAID ON WADALA.—Tomorrow the salt satyagrahi
volunteers will raid the salt pans at Wadala. The raid will be led by
the Parsi satyagrahis and the satyagrahis will march in procession through
the Parsi quarters of the city on their way to Wadala
DHARASANA DAY IN BOMBAY.—To commemorate the great
achievements of our satyagrahis at Dharasana a procession of all salt
satyagrahis will start from the Congress House at 4 p.m. and passing
through the important streets of Bombay will terminate at the Esplanade
Maidan where a meeting will be held.
PANDIT SUNDERLALJI'S STATEMENT Pandit Sunderlalji has
sent us a long statement regarding the events of yesterday. After
explaining how he was drawn to Bori Bunder on hearing of the Merchants'
Satyagraha at Bori Bunder and of harrassment, he continues,
I submitted (to Mr. Healy) that while the traffic should not be
blocked some slight change or inconvenience ought to be tolerated on
such occasions. At this stage Mr. Healy spoke to me of certain untoward
incidents which had happened on a previous occasion, e.g., pulling down
of Union Jacks, jeering at Europeans in adjoining buildings. I had to
hang m,y head in shame and felt, the humiliation. Yet I suggested, and
Mr. Healy admitted, that on the whole the Bombay people had behaved
tolerably peacefully during all this movement". After explaining the
negotiations that led to the withdrawal of the Police, in which Panditji
took a prominent part, he says, how he led the procession turning round
the Flora Fountain and entering the Azad Maidan (Esplanade Maidan),
where he discovered that a major part of the procession had broken
away without his being aware of it, and contrary to Mr. Healy's instruci It shows t»ie spirit and level cf the Satyagraha movement.
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tions went upto Apollo Bunder and turned round trom there. He
concludes "while I believe that ithe stopping of .the procession by the
authorities was a mistake which created unnecessary bitterness, blocked the
roaa, and made it difficult to control, the crowd which upto that place
had been very orderly. I must admit that after this preliminary mistake
Vhe behaviour of the authorities concerned was reasonable and conciliatory.
On the other hand I confess with shame, that I for one proved incapable
of fulfilling my responsibility, principally in the matter of the route, so
also those other gentlemen of the city who had a talk at the spot with
Mr. Healy."
"In future processions, I hope the leaders may prove more equal
to their task. While we must insist upon and fight for our right of
assertion we must also know that peace, orderliness, absolute nonviolence and good behaviour are things without which no fight can be
won and on which too much stress can never be laid. Raising slogans,
suggestive of violence like ' Down, down with Union Jack', making
demonstrations of a hostile character at Europeans, running after cars
occupied by Europeans and any such act inconsistent with the true
spirit of non-violence should be absolutely tabbooed. I appeal to all
Congressmen and the public to prevent all such acts by every means
in their power, if necessary even bodily removing the miscreants."
While we agree with Panditji that all possible precautions should be
taken against any possibility of violence we must state to the credit and
reputation of the Bombay citizens, that in spite of the gravest provocations
as at Bhatia Baug, Wadala and elsewhere, the people have behaved
with admirable restraint. Cases of rowdism have been stray and done
by malicious persons who were yards away from the main body of the
procession. We also have an evidence that the part of agent provocators
have been no little in these incidence. It is very necessary that the public
should be warned against these latter agents of the Police. The public
can co-operate in maintaining the non-violent character of our movement
by strictly adopting the few rules which we here submit for their
acceptance—
1. When in procession walk in fours.
2. If you cannot join the body of the procession, please stay on
one side to watch it. Do not run along the flanks.
3. Do not climb on tram cars or otherwise take possession of public
vehicles.
4. Do not block the roads and where the space is narrow
' accommodate yourselves to leave sufficient room for the procession to
pass by.
5. If you can restrain yourself, pray, do not disturb the still repose
of our statues.
6. Do not be in a hurry to find fault with the other man.
7. Do not take on yourself unauthorised duties of commanding
others, or regulating the traffic which will control itself without the
help of your wisdom.

.136
GIFT OF A HOSPITAL BUILDING FOR WOUNDED SATYAGRAHIS.—Sjt. Mohanlal Hemchand Javery has kindly presented the
use or his building at Khetwadi Back Rd. to be converted into
a hospital for wounded satyagrahis from Dharasana.
*

*

*

*

•
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 2503/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE.

Bombay, 26th May 1930.

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 2470/H/3717, dated the 24th
May 1930.
1
I forward herewith a verbatim report of Vithalbhai J. Patel's speech
delivered on the 22nd May 1930.
At 4 p.m. on the 24th instant about 600 volunteers started in procession
from the Congress House to celebrate the Dharasana Day. About
100 ladies and 200 members of the public joined the procession.
20 injured volunteers from Dharasana were carried at the head of the
procession to excite public sympathy. Placards bearing the inscription
" Dharasana Day, Wounded volunteers from Dharasana " were displayed.
The procession proceeded along Girgaum Back Road, Lamington Road,
Grant Road, Falkland Road, Sandhurst Road, Bhendy Bazaar, Abdul
Rehman Street, Masjid Bunder Road, Nagdevi Street, Carnac Road,
Lohar Street, Kalbadevi Road, Cruickshank Road to the Esplanade
Maidan. The processionists numbered about 3,000 when it reached the
Esplanade Maidan. Here a public meeting was held under the presidentship of Jinabhai P. Joshi. Some of the injured volunteers were placed
on the dais on stretchers. The President, Chhotalal Jairajani, Harilal
Gordhandas, Chandulal Kalidas, Mrs. Lilavati Munshi, S. K. Pupala,
Umashankar Dixit, Faredoon Modi, Dr. M. H. Gour and Nur Muhammad
Mohawalla made speeches condemning the police excesses at Dharasana
and asking the people to reply to the atrocities by joining the national
struggle. The G Ward District Congress Committee held a similar
meeting the same night at Tilak Bridge, Dadar. About 300 persons
attended, and R. S. Naravane. I. S. Patel and Parmeshwaram Iyer made
speeches congratulating the Dharasana satyagrahis on their suffering and
exhorting the people to join the campaign.
Under the auspices of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee the
flag salutation ceremony was performed on the Esplanade Maidan on the
morning of the 25th instant. About 30 volunteers of the Hindustani Seva
Dal were present. Manibhai Gopalji Desai hoisted the national flag in
the presence of about 500 persons including about 30 ladies. He advised
the audience to come under the national flag and follow the example of
the Dharasana volunteers. Jinabhai P. Joshi, Pandit Sunderlal, I. S. Patel,
* Copy not enclosed since it is not available in the original records.
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Mukund Malaviya and Dr. Abcius Salam were present at this gathering.
The band of the Lohana Volunteer Corps played on the occasion.
The Congress Working Committee recently held at Allahabad had
decided that there should be a public breach of the sadt law every Sunday
in each province. The Bombay Provincial Congress Committee therefore
decided to send a batch of about 100 volunteers led by a few Parsi
1
volunteers to raid the Wadala salt, depot . At about 7 a.m. a batch of
100 Congress
through the
Paisi localities at Khetwadi ultimately reaching the Dadar Parsi Colony
by tram. The batch, before it reached Wadala, split up into sections and
mixed with the crowd of spectators who came in large numbers at
about 9 a.m. A batch of 28 volunteers, headed by Rustomji Bhumgara
and 8 other Parsis, was placed under arrest as soon as it entered Wadala,
At this time the crowd of spectators numbering over 5,000 made a rush
but the police did not allow them to proceed beyond the Port Trust
Railway fencing. The crowd then became excited and some of them
indulged in stone throwing, hitting a sergeant under the eye. The crowd
when driven back spread out towards Gowari and tried to enter the pans
at different points. Several arrests were made. At about 11 a.m. the
crowd made several attacks from the northern and the southern sides and
it was with great difficulty that the crowd was eventually driven off.
In the evening the crowd again tried to make its way into the salt pans
and had to be driven out. During the day 115 persons were arrested
and sent to the Worli Camp. About 20 persons were injured when the
police charged them. One police constable and sergeant received injuries
from stones. The injured volunteers were removed in the Congress
ambulance car.
Towards sunset about 300 people from Kurla side made a rush on the*
Wadia's salt pans at the extreme northern end of the salt works and
attacked the peons of the salt department. At this time Sergeant
Whitemill, who had gone on his motorcycle to withdraw the pickets,
learned of the raid. He went to the rescue of the peons, but they were
routed. Seven more Sergeants were sent to their assistance and were
obliged to fire in self-defence. They fired 7 rounds.
Last evening the G Ward District Congress Committee took out
a procession from Tilak Bridge in honour of the prisoners at the Worli
Camp. It consisted of about 200 persons. It went to the maidan
opposite the Worli Chawls where there was a crowd of about 1,000.
R. S. Naravne of the Samartha Vyayam Mandir and Govind Shankar
Kanthi of the Hindu Mahasabha made speeches asking the people to
continue the non-violent struggle.
This morning a batch of about 75 volunteers went to Wadala from
the Congress House. They attacked the salt pans from different fronts.
38 of them were arrested.
One Mohanlal Hemchand Javeri has permitted the use of his building,
known as Shroff Building at Khetwadi Back Road as a Congress hospital
1

Sec note on Wadala Salt Raids given earlier.
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where wounded volunteers will be treated. Dr. D. D. Sathye
supervise the arrangements.

will
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 2543/H/3717.

•

HEAD POLICE OFFICE,

Bombay, 27th May 1930.

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 2503/H/3717, dated the 26th
May 1930.
1 attach a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin No. 30, dated the
26th instant.
About 125 women picketers carried on picketing yesterday at the cloth
shops in Mangaldas Market, Morarji Gokuldas Market, Bhuleshwar,
Bhoiwada, Cathedral Street and Gulalwadi. The picketing was extended
to a few shops on Masjid Bunder Road also.
No persons visited Wadala in the afternoon yesterday. This morning
the satyagraha committee did not send any volunteers to Wadala owing
to the disturbances at Bhendy Bazaar. Congress volunteers were sent
to Bhendy Bazaar last night and this morning to attend injured persons.
Eight persons have been removed by the volunteers to the Congress
hospital at Khetwadi Back Road.
The cloth markets and other bazaars are being closed partly due to
panic on account of the firing and partly as a protest against the
firing.
I attach a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin No. 31, issued this
evening.

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 30.
Bombay, May 26th 1930.
THE OUTLAWRY OF THE CONGRESS.—The tentacles of repression
are closing round the Congress organisation. It is only a matter of few
days before every Congressman is declared to be an outlaw. We await
that moment with joy—It shall be the greatest vindication of the truth
to which we have consecrated our lives. For a Government whose law
is the killing of children, the molestation of women and murder of
unarmed men, can only add justice to our cause and sanctity to our lives
by declaring us outlaw.
But we put it to the world whether the fishy arm of sneaking cowardice
can go further than the way the present Government behaves. Where
it has the right to arrest, it loves to beat, to fracture arms, to break
skulls and to splinter ribs. Where it presumes to protect it sends out its
3

A former Tilakite who participated actively in the Non-co-operaticn Movement of
1920 as well as the Quit India movement.
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soldiers to kill at random and to imprison without reason and now where
courage would have dictated a policy of openly declaring the Congress
organisation as unlawful they are resorting to every mean stratagem to
actneve their end ana yet avoid the honest and gentlemanly course.
There is not a Congressman who has not broken the law of the British
Government in India and yet they pick and choose, arrest and assault
at their erratic will. But behind it all the purpose is clear, and that is
to cripple the Congress. In Bombay they have arrested the whole Wai
Council. In Punjab and Bengal every leader of note has been sent to
jail and today news comes from Cawnpore that all leading Congressmen
of that place have been arrested. There is hardly a village or city in the
land which has not ^offered up at least one man tor Government
victimisation. And yet with every arrest the movement has gained an
added momentum. And no human agency can today stop the onward
march of the Nation to freedom. We invite the Government to do its
worst as we shall offer up our best and noblest.
HAIL COMRADE.—In the name of the great Indian Nation which
knows no distinction of race, caste or creed we offer our congratulations
to ihe Parsi Community in Bombay who by their sacrifice at Wadala
yesterday, proved to the world that the Indian people are one in their
resolve to destroy the present cruel order of things. And today we feel
the proud occurrence that a community that has contributed so much to
the National wealth of India shall be among the foremost to add to its
spiritual glory by winning the freedom of the land.
We hope that the noble words of inspiration spoken by Sjt. Bhumgara
will find an echoing chord in every Indian heart, be it Parsee, Hindu or
Mohamedan We are sure that the Parsi youths in their thousands will
come forward and enrol themselves as volunteers and thus give a quietus
to arm chair "heroes" who forget major issues and prattle about
minority communities. Remember that a Government that tries to
pamper you in India hears harassment and humiliation outside, as
Bhumgara realised when he toured the world. Comrades all, let us rally
to remove this stigma of being a slave nation. The call has come.
" Let no Indian worth his salt keep himself aloof from the present life
and death struggle."

TRUTH SHALL BE OUR SHIELD AND LOVE OUR WEAPON.
Our attention has been drawn to a mis-statement in the Bulletin that
a European employer of the Ralli Bros, was present at Wadala on 22nd
instant. We regret that we should have published an error of fact. In
a movement that has eschewed all violence, there can be no place for
any act or word which may give offence to any individual. Our fight is
against a system and so far as any individual or organisation allies
himself or itself to that system, which has become an affront to civilisation,
we shall expose such agents of the British Government who thus lend
themselves to the perpetration of the atrocities of British Rule. Equally
do we abhor anything that is indicative of violence mistakenly done in
the name of the Congress. And we repeat the assurance that we have given
before, that we hold the person, life and honour of every individual, be
he Indian or foreigner, as sacred as truth itself. And in as much as we
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may have given offence to our European friends in Ralli Bros, we feel
th§ pain of fit as
But let there be mistaking of our purpose. We shall "so long as
there is manhood in the land" wage relentless war against the British
Government till the tyrant power is unseated and freedom enthroned.
And we invite all to join us in this sacred cause. We shall use every
non-violent method possible to attain our purpose. We seek no favour
as we shall grant no quarter. We shall enforce a rigid boycott of British
goods because British trade has allied itself with British Imperialism.
We shall appeal for a social boycott of every one who allies himself
with the Government and becomes its agent of tyranny. For this
Government has by its acts of cruelty, oppression and terror become
a vile negation of all that is true, honourable and human. And it is
the duty as much of Englishman as of Indian to end it.
SERGEANT THROWS STONES.—At Wadala a sergeant was discovered
by a National Militia volunteer throwing stones at the public to infuriate
the people and then resort to savage reprisals. Even as it is, the
sergeants had their merry game. They even chased the public as far
as the Gowari station and beat them severely as a result of which two
people are lying in hospital in a precarious condition. Even the ladies
were threatened by these petty myrmidons of the law.
DISCIPLINED ARMY OF FREEDOM.—Slanders have been cast by
the Govenment on the discipline and the behaviour of the satyagrahis.
We have always treated such base accusations with the contempt which
they deserve. But to those of our doubting friends, we make present
of the following letter of Mr. Jal Naoroji of Tata Sons Ltd. " If it be
possible, I should like you to convey our thanks and appreciation to
volunteer No. 1294 whose tact, resource and attention to duty saved
a very awkward situation last night. One of our men got caught in the
skirts of the procession opposite to the Oval—somewhere near the
University, and was menaced by the rougher elements of the crowd :
within two minutes the above volunteer and five helpers had cleared his
car and very politely asked him wherein he wanted to go. It was to
the Taj and they escorted him the whole way. We are all most impressed
by the discipline of your army for it is that, no longer a mob."
THE VICTORY OF THE SEVIKAS.—As a result of the picketing
campaign conducted by the Desh Sevika Sangh, most of the foreign cloth
shop dealers have agreed not to make any indents for foreign cloth.
There are however a few shops, which contrary to the declared will of
the nation and the consent of their brothers in trade, are maintaining
a recalcitrant attitude. One such firm is that of Amarsey Dharamsey
in Mangaldas Market. The proprietors of these firms have adopted such
an attitude of bullying to the lady picketers as is a shame to the whole
trade. It has therefore been decided to post 8 volunteers before that
shop so that the picketing might be effective and there might be
some protection in numbers against the rude behaviour of those who
conduct the shop. Except for an instance or two like the above, all the
foreign cloth dealers have been very considerate and courteous to the
picketers. Such an instance of chivalry was that of D, Kanji who refused
i

to sell any goods to two Parsi ladies who were using insulting language
to the volunteers.
No word of tribute can be expressed of the measure of our respect,
esteem for the noble sense of sacrifice and spirit of service the ladies
of Bombay engaged in picketing, are showing. We can only bow to them
who are thus denying every comfort and braving all rigours and hardships
to rid this land of the foreign exploiter. And our hearts are burdened
when we hear that too often have they to hear insults even. We
the two Parsi ladies reported to be members of a well known family who
bemoaned themselves yesterday by pushing two lady volunteers and using
abusive language against them. A slave nation as we are, to our sisters
insp u

freedom of
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 31
27th May 1930.
THE CONGRESS AMBULANCE CORPS.—The Congress ambulancecorps had been rendering meritorious services. During the raid on the
salt pans of Wadala on Sunday last, they remained on duty the whole
day giving first-aid to injured and removing them in stretches to the
Congress Hospital. They removed more than 35 injured >to the hospital.
As soon as the news of firing at Bhendy Bazaar reached the Congress
House, the ambulance corps immediately repaired to the scene and
removed the injured even at great risk to their lives.
THANKS.—We appreciated the grudging admission of the Director of
Information regarding the disciplined and non-violent behaviour of our
volunteers. To the Scrutator of the Indian Daily Mail, we offer our
loving thanks, and wish to assure him and the party he represents that
by our spirit of sacrifice and non-violence we shall set an example which
will be accepted not alone by entire Bombay public but will be
a creative force that shall change the whole world.
The firing at Bhendy Bazaar in which 60 people, mostly Mohamedans
were wounded and 5 killed must have come as a rude shock to our
Mussulman brothers. We are not surprised. During the last few days
large number of Mohamedans have been enrolling themselves as satyagrahi
volunteers and taking their proud share of brutal beating by the side
of their Hindu and Parsi comrades. The Police officers who have been
playing the role of ma bap of the Mohamedans were naturally exasperated
and have been thirsting to wreak their vendetta on them. They <*ot
their opportunity when yesternight a dog barked at Bhendy Bazaar,
a pathan protested and a panicky sergeant began shooting Mohamedans
as he would not have shot the dog. A crowd collected, other sergeant
thirsting for Mohamedan blood rushed to the scene and started the merry
game of pistol practice. Sixty people received bullet wounds and five
killed. Among the injured are three women.
Now that the killing is over and the perspiring police sergeants have
retired to gloat over their gory triumph, we await the Government
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warden of lies to come out with his usual eulogium of Police restraint
and theory of minimum force. This theory has become a mockery.
For the last two months, we have witnessed scenes where police sergeants
have clubbed unarmed and non-violent people deliberately inflicting
wounds on the skull, abdomen, and private parts. We have every
admiration for the valour and heroism of Englishmen. We have full
regard for such European officers of the city police who discharge their
unpleasant duties with a sense of humanity and honour. We have
nothing but esteem and love for the rank and file of the police in Bombay
who have refused to be a party to cowardly attacks. But let it be known
that if the world wants to discover the lowest of cowards it may search
amongst the ranks of the sergeants of Bombay. Their judgment of
danger of their person is a coward's ratio of craven fear. The type is
typified by Scrutator in the Indian Daily Mail who espied a sergeant
at Wadala delivering himself of a fire-eating monologue, while he kept
on patting his revolver and pointing to his lathi.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 2566/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE,

Bombay, 28th May 1930.

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 2543/H/3717, dated the 27th
May 1930.
No volunteers were sent out to Wadala by the Bombay Provincial
Congress Committee yesterday evening or this morning. Instead they
were sent to Bhendy Bazaar and other riot-affected areas to spread the
"Gosper' of peace and non-violence.
Congress volunteers were seen attending to injured rioters.
Last night the Bhuleshwar District Congress Committee held a public
meeting in the compound of Bhangwadi theatre. Yeshwant K. Parulkar
presided. About 400 persons including 50 ladies were present. The
president, Umashankar Dixit, Manibhai G. Desai, Mohamed Yusuf,
S. K. Pupala and Jinabhai P. Joshi made speeches exhorting the people,
both Hindus and Mussalmans, to join the satyagraha movement.
The members of the satyagraha committee are not unanimous with
regard to their future programme. They want to arrange for one more
mass raid on Wadala next Sunday or some other day before the monsoon
breaks. Persistent efforts are being made to recruit Muhammadan
volunteers. The G Ward District Congress Committee want to have
•a bonfire of foreign cloth in a week or so. The Bhuleshwar District
Congress Committee intend to have a takli procession of all khaddar-clad
people on the 5th proximo.
The following is the list of the members elected to the satyagraha
.committee of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee :— (1) Jinabhai
R Joshi, (2) Manibhai Gopalji Desai, (3) Ishwarbhai S. Patel,
(4) Gajendranath G. Sharma, (5) Ramadas Pratap, (6) Nanjj Premji
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Deoji, (7) S. K. Pupala (co-opted), (8) Mukund Malaviya (co-opted),
(9) Mrs. Perin D. S. Captain (co-opted), (10) Ahmed (co-opted).
The satyagraha committee is just reported to have decided to send
27 volunteers to Sholapur to defy the Martial Law Regulation prohibiting
the flying of the national flag. They are likely to start tonight.
I attach a copy of a leaflet issued by the president and secretaries
1
of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee.
I attach a copy of Bombay Congress Bulletin No. 32.

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
Bombay, 28th May 1930.
No. 32.
OUR RESPONSIBILITY.—The great satyagraha movement initiated
on the 7th of March in this city has during the brief space of twc
months gained a momentum and force for which the Bombay citizens
deserve to be congratulated. Despite the arrests of all prominent
leaders, in spite of the brutal beating of volunteers and against all
attempts of the Government to bully and cow down the public, the
citizens
of
Bombay
have
rallied
round the Congress Flag.
The scenes o/f enthuziasm that we have witnessed in Bombay
during last two months will inspirit the heart of even the most
hesitant amongst us. The satyagraha movement has ceased to be
confined to volunteers alone. It has become a movement of the whole
neople.
Government
have been ably and courageously supported by the Bombay public. The
salt satyagraha within a few days of its being started in the city was
enthusiastically taken up by the entire public of Bombay. The Congress
Bulletin which has been attempted to be suppressed is alive because the
public of Bombay has decided that the voice that once has been sounded
shall never be stilled. The Wadala raid though it has been restricted
to the volunteers became a mass movement. The spirit of satyagraha has
awakened every heart to the desire of freedom.
The great and spontaneous response of the people has alarmed the
Government. It has embarked on the repression with an iron hand.
When beaming and bullying could not daunt the courage or damp the
enthusiasm they resorted to wholesale arrests. Almost all our leaders
and aboulj 800 of our volunteers have been arrested or clapped into jail.
But every act of repression has been welcomed by the public by increasing
response to the Congress call, and today the daily average of registration
of satyagrahis stand higher than ever. The public of Bombay by the
sense of devotion and sacrifice has brought us near t}o victory.
And now when we are almost within the sight of realising the dreams
we long cherished, our duty as Congress executive is greater than ever,
^^hen the Government has so signally failed in retarding the onward
march of the people they are now resorting to stratagems to defeat our
purpose. Knowing that the strength of the satyagraha movement rests
Not reproduced being insignificant.
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on the spirit or non-violence which the public have evinced, the "hidden
hand " has begun to play its roll of instigation people to violence. And as
the whole issue of this great struggle depends upon our directing it along
non-violent channels we feel it a great duty devolved upon us. We are
assured that no direct instigation can ever goad the non-violent citizens
of Bombay to acts of violence. But the insidious methods of " agent
piovocators" are likely to lead to untoward incidence. We have
undoubted proofs that these agents masquerading in khaddar are trying
to warm themselves into the movement. The recent scare in the city,
the sporadic acts of molestations of Europeans, the stone throwing at
Wadala, as undoubtedly the work of these agents. And now in this
hour of the Nation's destiny we feel every step should be taken to
prevent any chance of violence creeping into a great movement.
While we are preparing for greater things we are also perfecting our
organisations in the light of the experience we have gained and we appeal
to the public of Bombay to enrol as satyagrahis in yet large numbers,
so that our next step shall bring us still nearer to the goal.
THE SERVICE OF LOVE.—Praises and congratulations are pouring
down from every quarter recognizing the untiring zeal and devotion with
which the Congress volunteers exhorted themselves to render help to the
injured persons during firing on Monday and Tuesday. But under what
peril to their lives they worked, is not so generally known. On Monday
night when Mr. Pupala asked for permission of the police at Bhendi
Bazaar to remove the wounded, they bluntly told him that he could go
if he liked but they v/ould fire any time they felt it necessary. Desoite
the callous warning the Congress Red Cross entered the danger zone and
helped to remove more than 15 injured to Congress and other
hospitals.
The Congress volunteers have always considered that the opportunity
for service is the greatest reward of their aspiration. There arer however,
some sweet acts of kindness which they shall never forget.
POLICEMA.N CONTRIBUTES TO CONGRESS FUNDS.—Such was
the act of a policeman, who moved by the humanitarian work of the
Congress volunteers contributed a rupee to the Congress fund ; and the
innocent devotion of a daughter of another policeman, who gave
5 As. 3 Ps. to help our cause.
HOSPITAL FOR HIGH CLASS HINDUS—ADMITS MOHAMEDANS.—It is one of the noblest signs of the great awakening iiA the
land that the Hurkisondas Hospital, which admits only high caste
Gujarati Hindus should have admitted Mohamedans. Divisions of caste,
creed and community are being fast broken down that our great land
may sooner emerge to freedom and glory.
SATYAGRAHIS CHALLENGE MARTIAL LAW IN SHOLAPUR.—
The insult that was hurled by the military at Sholapur against the National
Flag was not to remain unanswered. Despite the penalty of 10 years'
imprisonment 3 satyagrahis from Poona entered Sholapur with National
Flags in tjieir hands and were arrested. The Maharashtra War Council

has decided to send batches of three to offer satyagraha. A batch of
27 volunteers from Ville Parle have left for Poona to support the defiance
of military terrorism at Sholapur.
*

#

PATHANS OFFER SATYAGRAHA.—The Pathans employed in the
various Bombay mills yesterday walked on the agent's refusal to close
down in accordance with the hartal declaration.
GHOLAP ADMINISTERS JUSTICE WITH LOADED REVC
Sheth Ranchhodbhai, Muniji
and others were tried before the
'Celebrated" Mr. Gholap, who was sitting in the Baroja Court with
a loaded revolver. All the satyagrahis naturally refused to take any
part in the proceeding. Muniji said that he did not desire to take any
part in the court of dacoits. Mr. Gholap asked if the satyagrahis had
anything to say, whereupon one volunteer replied that he desired to be
shot; another replied that Mr. Gholap should resign his seat and go to
Dharasana to take salt. Sentences were then pronounced.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 2593/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE.

Bombay, 29th May 1930.

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 2566/H/3717, dated the 28th
May 1930.
Under the auspices of the Parsi Rajkiya Sabha a meeting of Parsis
was held at the Blavatsky Lodge on the 28th instant to collect funds for
1
the maintenance of thei family of Munchershah Avari . Mrs. Goshup
Captain presided. About 500 Parsis attended. I attach a cutting from
the Bombay Chronicle* which gives a correct report of the meeting.
Parsis were exhorted to join in the Civil Disobedience Campaign.
The E Ward District Congress Committee held a public meeting in the
Girls' School compound at 9th Lane, Kamathipura on the night of the
28th. About 500 persons were present. Mrs. Lilavati Munshi presided.
She advised the boycott of Government officers and said that if this
were done Government would soon come to terms. Mukund Malaviya
said that although the British Government ruled for 150 years the
majority of the Indians were starving and getting only one meal a day.
He appealed to the audience to carry out Gandhi's programme.
S. K. Pupala advocated the boycott of all European merchants in India
and outside as they were a bulwark of the British Government. He
appealed to the Muslims to support the Hindus. Madhavrao Godbole
and R. K. Acharekar spoke in much the same strain.
The Matunga Taluk Congress Committee held a public meeting on the
open maidan near the Napoo Hall, Matunga, on the night of the 28th.
1
2

A famous Parsi freedom fighter from Nagpur r.iea.
Enclosure not reproduced.
A-115—10—A.
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Dr. M. B. Udgaonkar presided. About 150 persons were present. The
president said that the present movement had stirred the whole world
and it was, therefore, their duty to make it a success. Pandit Anandji
said that the repressive policy of Government had only stiffened the
determination of the people to carry on Gandhi's programme. Two boys
aged 10 and 5, spoke on the advisability of using khaddar and working
the charkha.
Last night a batch of 27 volunteers from the Congress House and two
from Ville Parle left for Sholapur to defy the martial law regulations
prohibiting the carrying of the national flag. The District Magistrate
and the Superintendent of Police, Sholapur, have been informed by wire.
No volunteers were sent to Wadala last evening or this morning.
The Congress volunteers attended the funeral of the Cutchi volunteer
who died of injuries received at Wadala. This funeral started from the
Congress House and was attended by about 2,000 people.
Last night a hut belonging to one Anthone situated at Wadala was
set fire to by an unknown person causing damage to the extent of
Rs. 500. This hut was used as a shelter by the police on duty at
Wadala and this is probably why it was set fire to.
It is reported that seme 70 volunteers were brought down from Surat
this morning and released at Bandra. They went to the Congress House,
26 of them went back to Bulsar this afternoon. The District Magistrate
and the District Superintendent of Police, Surat, have been informed.
*
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CONFIDENTIAL
HEAD POLICE OFFICE.
No. 2600/H/3717.
Bombay, 30th May 1930.
My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 2593/H/3717, dated the 29th
May 1930.
Picketing of foreign cloth shops was carried on yesterday by about
100 women picketers at Girgaum Road, Masjid Bunder Road, Vadgadi,
Mandvi and Mangaldas Market.
In the evening the opening ceremony of the Swadeshi Bazaar, organised
by the Bombay Students' Brotherhood in the compound of Madhav
Baug, was performed by Bhulabhai J. Desai in the presence of about
500 persons.
In the evening of the 29th, a procession of Parsis was organised by
the Parsi Rajkiya SabhoJ About 2.000 Parsis. including about 600 ladies,
assembled on the Esplanade Maidan. The procession went through
Cruickshank Road, Girgaum Road, Princess Street, Kalbadevi.
Bhuleshwar, Thakurdwar, Girgaum, Charni Road, New Charni Road,
Frere Bridge and Gowalia Tank.
It was kd bv Mr?. Goshup, Captain, B. F. Bharucha and K. K. Suntoke.
Thev were followed by 4 Parsi volunteers carrying the photos of Gandhi,
f
Dadabhov Nowroji, Sir Pherozeshah Mehta and K. F. Nariman. A ter
*

i

1. Participation of Parris was important as it gave a lie to Government claim that
congress was a Hin iu organisation,
415—1<WR.

then came the Parsi ladies. The band of the Lohana Volunteer Corps
played along the route.
The processionists shouted the slogans such as " Inquilab Zindabad",
" Bande Mataram", " Shahiwad ka nash karo", " Boycott British
goods ", etc.
Placards bearing inscription included " Truth is our religion, India is
our Motherland, We are servants of Hind, We are friends of humanity,
No Swaraj without Swadeshi, No peace without Swaraj, No victory
without peace, No rest without victory, No conference without Gandhi,
and No settlement without Gandhi."
The procession swelled to about 5,000 as it went along and was
cheered by the people along the route who collected in large numbers.
Under the auspices of the Bombay Satyagraha Committee a public
meeting was held last night on the maidan opposite the K. E. M. Hospital,
Parel. About 500 people were present. Jinabhai P. Joshi, who presided,
said that the present agitation had reached a stage when everyone
irrespective of caste or creed should join the movement for freedom.
He added that the salt satyagraha would come to an end immediately
after the break of the monsoon and he warned all those who intended
to take part in it to be perfectly non-violent. He further mentioned that
the satyagraha committee would take up the campaign of the boycott
of foreign goods and prohibition during the monsoon. S. K. Pupala,
W. P. Kabadi and Nisar Ahmed Ikrami made speeches asking the people
to join the campaign.
No Congress volunteers were sent to Wadala this morning. This
morning a few volunteers were brought down to Bombay from Dharasana
and released here. They went to the Congress House. They will return
to Bulsar in the course of the day.
There is going to be a procession of Muhammadans this evening in
honour of the Peshawar "Martyrs". The procession will terminate at the
Esplanade Maidan where a meeting will be held.
I attach a copy of the Congress Bulletin No. 33, dated the 29th May.
Copies of the Bulletin in Gujarati and Marathi are kept in this office.
They are usually translations of the Bulletins in English.
In consequence of the Bhendy Bazar riots and the subsequent
fraternisation between the Congress people and Muhammadans about
200 Muhammadans enlisted as Congress volunteers. In consequence of
K. F. Nariman's arrest and the activities of the Parsi Rajkiya Sabha
about 100 Parsis registered their names as Congress volunteers.

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
*

No. 33,

Bombay, May 29th, 1930.

THE WORLI REPUBLIC : " SINGING JAIL BIRDS ".—Even
within the confines of the jail the spirit of discipline and organisation,
*
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which has become ingrained in every Congress volunteer, is seeking
channels of creative expression. As they have lent glory to our causa
by their sacrifice, so they have added beauty and dignity to the drab
details of prison life.
The population of the Worli prison totals nearly 800. They include
satyagrahis from Ahmedabad and other centres of Gujarat. To regulate
the life of this colony the satyagrahi prisoners have elected a committee
of 25 with a president and two secretaries, Sjt. Paramanand Chandan, the
leader of the first satyagrahi batch that raided Wadala, is the president
and Jamshed Patel and Manibhai Shetare the secretaries. The central
committer has also appointed various sub-committees. Owing to the rush
of visitors and press correspondents there has been appointed an
interview committee with Paramanand as president and Sjt. Bhumgara as
secretary. There is a committee directed by Faridun Dabu, Manibhai
Shet and Sansare which controls the acceptance and distribution of
various articles presented by the public. There is a commissariat department in charge of Natvarlal Dalai, Purshottam Upadesi and Govindram
Narang. The contract for supplying food has been given to the management of tjhe Surati Hindu Hotel. There is also a hospital and sanitary
department in charge of Parmanand, Dabu and Dongre. The satyagrahis
have been accommodated in 3 chawls, which have been renamed Swaraj
Bhuvan, Swatantra Bhuvan and Satyagraha Bhuvan. There is also one
chawl reserved for hospital use which has been named Shantimaya
Hospital.
The Worli Swatantrya Nagar Samiti, as the central committee is
called, has prescribed various rules for the observance of the satyagrahis.
Any complaints are to be preferred to the captain of the batch to which
the satyagrahi belongs. All complaints will be first considered by
the samiti and then sent up to the Superintendent of the Jail. Volunteers,
who are in need of soap, Datu, cotton or other articles are to apply to
the samiti through their respective captains. The samiti has also
elaborated rules regarding dress and behaviour.
Anv infringement of the discipline of the colony is reported to the
officers of the samiti who prescribe the penalty for the same. Among
those recenttlv admitted to the Worli Republic are Sjts. Manila! Gandhi,
Narhari Parikh, Soli Battliwalla, Ambalal Patel and Dr. Tribhuwandas.
The Swatantrya Nagar Samiti appeals to the public to direct their
energies to the Congress cause, and instead of wasting money and energy
in sending them presents, to deflect all such help to carry on the
Congress work by generous contributions of money and enrolment of
volunteers. Presents of articles of food am, if offered, only accepted
on Sundays.
From the wider prison outside we send our greetings of cheer and
devotion to our comrades of the Worli Republic. We also await the call
when we too shall leave the living that is death to the freedom of life
that is theirs within prison walls.
THE BLESSED PENALTY OF PICKETING.—The picketing of
liquor shops in Ville Parle is being carried on vigorously by lady
volunteers. The suceess of picketing has roused the hire of the

toddy shopkeepers. This morning Smt. Taraben Mashruwalla was
assaulted by the
those who claim
by standing out
pay the penalty

daughter of a toddy shop owner while picketing. Will
to be men answer how long they will play the coward
of the Congress movement and allow their women to
for winning our country's freedom ?
*

*

*
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 2622/H/3717

HEAD POLICE OFFICE.

Bombay, 31st May 1930,

Dear Mr. Collins.
In continuation of my D. O. No. 2600/H/3717, dated the 30th
May 1930.
I forward for your information a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin
No. 34, dated the 30th May.
The picketing of cloth shops was continued yesterday at Mangaldas
Market, Girgaum, Sandhurst Road, Poibavdi, Dadar, Pydhonie and
Mandvi.
The F Ward District Congress Committee held a public meeting on
the maidan opposite the Gold Mohur Mill, Dadar, on the evening of
the 30th. About 200 millhands were present. S. B. Mahadeshwar, who
presided, said that the Congress had launched the satyagraha movement
for the economic salvation of the 33 crores of Indians. Referring to
the Bhendy Bazar riots, he said that the incident had opened the eyes
of the Muslims who were now joining the Congress and the Parsi
community also had realised its responsibility. He appealed to the
workers to join the Congress fight for the freedom of their country.
Umashankar Dixit and Ramchandra M. Sangamnerkar also appealed to
the workers to join the satyagraha movement, to boycott foreign, cloth
and support home industries.
Another meeting of 150 persons held at DeLisle Road near the LaxmiNarayan temple on the evening of the 30th. Dr. Prabhu presided,
Mrs. Perin Captain, Mansingh Jagtap, Kumar Shankar Jagtap and
Balkrishna Taralkar advised the millworkers to join the Congress and
boycott foreign cloth. 12 persons discarded their foreign caps and they
were burnt.
A meeting attended by about 500 people was held on the maidan near
Tilak Bridge, Dadar, on the evening of the 30th. Mukund Malaviya,
Pandit Kashiprasad Sinha, Pandit Ramchandra Shastri and K. A.
Parameshwaram appealed to the people to carry out Gandhi's programme
with non-violence. Malaviya and Parameshwaram announced that there
would be another raid on the Wadala salt depot on the 1st June 1930.
They advised them to be perfectly non-violent even under provocation.
Yesterday the Congress Muslim Party organised a Muslim procession
to observe the Peshawar Martyrs' Day. When the procession started
from the Congress House at 4-30 p.m., it consisted of about
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Mussalmans
Road, Lamington Road, Grant Road, Bhendy Bazar, Abdul Rehman
Street the number began to swell and it consisted of about 5,000 people
when it passed Crawford Market. Prominent among the processionists
irul Haq
h q Gour,
Gour, Hakim
Hakim Nisar
Nisar Ahmed
were Dr. Mazharul
Ahmed Ikrami, Sirajuddin
Vasi, Mrs. Lilavati Munshi and Haji Nur Mahomed Mojawalla. Some
processionists shouted " Inquilab Zindabad", "Long live Islam" and
"Down with Britain", but the majority of them were quiet and all of
them went bare-headed. The procession terminated on the Esplanade
Maidan where a public meeting was held. About 4,000 people, mostly
Mussalmans, were present. There were also about 200 Hindu ladies.
Usman Sobani presided. The president, Haji Nur Mohamed Ahmed,
Nur Mohamed Mojawalla, S. K. Pupala and Munshi Mohammed Ebrahim
made speeches denouncing the alleged atrocities committed at Peshawar
by the military and appealing to the Mussalmans to join Gandhi's
movement in large numbers. The president said that the incident at
Peshawar and tjie recent shooting at Ehendy Bazar showed the
Muhammadans
Mussalmans
learn discipline and organisation from their Hindu brethren. Haji Nur
Muhammad
Malaviy
Patel to go to Peshawar. He thought that Government had something
to hide from the public. Nur Mahomed Mojawalla wanted to know
why the Government did not appoint a committee with a majority of
non-official members. He appealed to the audience to boycott British
cloth and everything British. The other speakers spoke in much the
same strain asking the Mussalmans to join the Hindus. A resolution was
unanimously passed placing on record their appreciation of the bravery
7
and heroism displayed by those Peshawaris who were killed and w ounded,
denouncing the military for opening fire with machine guns upon an
unarmed crowd and expressing sympathy with the families of the dead
and wounded.
The Bombay Satyagraha Committee has decided to make a final
Committee has decided to send about 250 volunteers, including Parsis
and Muhammadans, to make a final raid on the Wadala salt depot on
the 1st June. It has also issued the following appeal by way of leaflets
in Gujarati and Marathi to the public in order that the people of
Bombay may go in thousands and make the Wadala raid a success.
"Be ready for the Wadala victory"
The Bombay Satyagraha Committee has decided to make a final raid
Wadala on Sunday the 1st June, The public of Bombay have
handsomely contributed to the struggle so far and so this time
arc
sure the citizens of Bombay will give substantial help. In this raid the
disciplined volunteers will be leading and we request those citizens of
Bombay who can observe non-violence to join in the struggle. We
appeal to them to join in thousands and pray to them to observe
complete peace ".
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How to achieve the victory

Some suggestions to the Bombay citizens:—On Sunday the 1st June
between 8 and 12 a.m. ithere will be a final raid on Wadala. Bombay
;
You are to join in thousands, but
citizens What
be peaceful although the Government may try to incite you by any means.
The police may arrest or attack you but be prepared to suffer.
Do not oppose. Observe strictly the instructions of the satyagrahai
volunteers. The police believe tllat they can frighten you but
you should not retrace your steps. Be peaceful and determined. Keep
the prestige of the country in your heart and show your manliness.
true
Wadala. Victory is yours.
Citizens !
sons of India for the sake of the freedom of the motherland. "
«

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
Bombay, 30th May 1930.
No. 34.
BRITISH FIRMS ON THE WAR-PATH : KHADDAR WEARERS
VICTIMISED.—The boycott of British goods has created a panic among
the British firms. British capitalism is employing all its resources to
break the boycott. The smaller minds among them are resorting to
a method of bullying that can only add bitterness to a constitutional
protest. Instances have come to our knowledge where various British
firms in Bombay have dismissed or otherwise have asked such of their
employees as have taken to the wearing of khaddar.
Sjt. Santagi Govind Sawant who is a foreman of the coolies in the
stores department of the Morris Commercial Cars was dismissed for
wearing khaddar. He was asked by the manager not to come in khaddar
clothes and on his refusal gave the notice of dismissal.
A more savage instance of the spirit of vendetta is the case of Sjt. Amin
of the Burma Petroleum Co. who was driven out of service because he
stayed from office on the day which was observed in memory of the
martyr Vithaldas. He was told that those who loved India have no place
in the office of the Burma Petroleum Co.
More reprehensible was the act of Sjt. W. G. Alcock, personal assistant
to the Chief Mechanical Engineer. On the 21st of May, he got irritated
at seeing some of the men in his office wearing Gandhi caps and said
that he cannot allow any Gandhicapw alias in his office.
All these desperate acts of exasperation cannot save British Imperialism
from destruction. Nemesis is at hand. We appeal to the patriotic public
to determine to make the boycott more effective. To vindicate the
elementary rights of the individual we suggest to all employees of
commercial firms to take joint action. Let them go in a body wearing
khaddar and Gandhi caps to their offices on the 5th of June. Only by
brave deeds of self-assertion and self-denial can the freedom of the
country be won. The day is not far off when every British firm will
be compelled to confess as did the well known English firm in Calcutta.
Cabling to their Directors in England they said " Chartered Accountants

152
advise voluntary liquidation within seven days. No business in British
goods
*

1

SATYAGRAHI VICTORY AT WORLI .—A situation that threatened
to be menacing owing to the refusal of the authorities to make proper
food arrangements for the satyagrahis at Worli has been solved.
The quality of the food supplied to the prisoners has been so bad
that about 200 of them are suffering from the ill-effects of it. Fifty have
been admitted to the hospital. Though Mr. Warner, the Jail Superintendent, had appreciated the difficulties and was willing to have the
contract with* Surati Hindu Hotel arranged, his superiors were thoroughly
callous. So much so that Mr. Ratilal, proprietor of the Surati Hotel
after he had waited at the jail yesterday for 2 hours according to appointment was only insulted by Major Doyle,, the Inspector General of
Prisons. The prisoners on learning of the traculent attitude of the
authorities offered satyagraha. Now we understand that the arrangement for food with Surati Hindu Hotel has been ratified.
ENTHUSIASTIC PARSIS JOIN IN A MAMMOTH PROCESSION
It was a great sight yesterday evening when a mammoth procession of
Parsis enthused with love for their adopted country paraded the streets
of Bombay, headed by Mrs. Captain the granddaughter of the Grand
Old Man of India. Thousands of Parsi ladies had also joined it, and
their shouts " Boycott British Goods" show what a great and wonderful
change has come over them, in last one month for the desk sevikas had
the greatest difficulty to stopping the Parsi ladies from buying foreign
cloth. That a community so organised., so powerful, so full of sympathy
for the poor and the trodden should join wholesale for the procession
consisted of more than half the Parsi population of Bombay and rally
round the Congress flag, is surely sign of which the Britishers were
afraid, and seeing which, will they shiver in their shoes.
GOVERNMENT FINDING FAULT WITH CYCLOSTYLE.—The
printer and publisher of the Satypgraha Samachar of Allahabad, who
issued cyclostyled copies of the paper, have been informed by the
Collector that the Government is advised that such cyclostyled issues
technically constitute newspaper and the printer and publisher should
file declaration within three days as the Government do not propose to
take penal action without warning.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 2656/H/3717.
Dear Mr. Collins,

HEAD POLICE OFFICE.

Bombay, 2nd June 1930

In continuation of my D. O. No. 2622/H/3717, dated the 31st
May
'. This bullettin also condemned the Jan* Jamashed for anti-national policy.

)

*

I forward for your information copies of the Bombay Congress Bulletin
Nos. 35 and 36, dated the 31st May and 1st June.
Picketing of foreign cloth shops by ladies at Mangaldas Market, Mandvi,
Pydhonie, Girgaum, Charni Road, Dadar and Parel was continued on the
31st May and the 1st June.
A procession of office peons and boys serving in the commercial firms,
banks, etc., in the Fort, was taken out in the Fort area on the evening of
the 31st ultimo. They were mostly people from South Canara and
numbered about 500. The procession started from the maidan behind the
Telegraph Office and went along Napier Road, Honrby Road, Bhatia Baug
and Bazaar Gate Street. On coming to Medows Streetj they took fright on
noticing 4 European police officers on duty and dispersed. They raised
cries of "Boycott foreign cloth" and "Use khaddar" along the route.
Another procession of about 100 persons in furtherance of the Congress
propaganda was taken out under the leadership of Dr. M. B. Udgaonkar
from the King's Circle to Sion. At Sion Dr. Udgaonkar advised the
people to carry out the Congress propaganda and form village Congress
committees.
The D Ward District Congress Committee held a public meeting at
Khatau Wadi in the evening of the 31st ultimo ; K. P. Khadilkar presided.
About 300 people attended. The president requested those who wanted
to join the Wadala raid next day to be peaceful and non-violent. He
added that after Wadala other items in Gandhi's programme would be
taken up. Speaking about the new ordinances he said that their very
introduction proclaimed Gandhi's success. S. K. Pupala said that some
responsible officer had said that when Gandhi was arrested in 1921 not
a single dog barked in India but nine years after he was glad to note
that a dog at Bhendy Bazar made the Muhammadans join Gandhi's
movement. Dr. M. M. Suratkar, B. R. Dhurandhar and Waman
P. Kabadi made speeches detailing the sacrifices and sufferings of
satyagrahis in the national struggle.
1
The satyagraha committee organised the final raid on the Wadala salt
pans on the morning of the 1st instant. I had 800 policemen to deal
with the raiders, and arranged for one company of the Hyderabad
Regiment to be at Naigaum at 9 a.m. in case of emergency. About
500 volunteers were sent out in batches by various routes. These
volunteers included about a dozen Parsis, 50 Muhammadans, 20 Sikhs
and 25 Pathans. A few ladies went to Wadala led by Mrs. Lilavati
Munshi. By about 8 a.m. there was a crowd of about 5,000 people near
the railway lines. The police formed a cordon along the railway line.
Mrs. Munshi accompanied by Sikh ladies and about 10 male volunteers
insisted on going through the cordon. The ladies were placed under
arrest and the volunteers were driven away. The crowd then started
shouting and jeering at the police and many broke through the cordon
on the Sewri side and approached the salt pans. The police, however,
x

. This was the most spectacular and massive among the raids on the Wadala Salt Panse
About 15,000 disciplined volunteers participated in this demonstration. An eye
witness account by an English Press correspondent George Slocombe bear testimony
to the ludicrous and cruel treatment of the satyagrahis by the Military and police.
For details see K. K Chaudhari, History of Bombay, pp. 193 and 196-97
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managed to drive them back. The crowd appeared to be losing their
tempers and some 'threw s-ones. As the situation looked dangerous
at Gowari I decided at about 9-15 a.m. to call do#n the troops from
Naigaum. The crowd had broken through the cordon and the police
were falling back towards the salt pans. The arrival of the troops caused
the police to rally and they succeeded in driving the crowd back again
to the railway line. The presence of the troops prevented any further
attack on the Gawari pans. In the meantime attacks were made on the
Raoli Hill nans and the Wadia nans, but though some people succeeded
T
in getting into the p is and ta ng away salt the mob never got (he upper
hand and were eventually repulsed after repeated attacks. There were
sporadic raids until about 1 p.m. People started to go away at about
noon and when I left at 2 p.m. there were very few people about. No
further raids took place in the evening. The ladies and 15 persons
arrested for stealing salt were released when the raids terminated. I
instructed the police to use their lathis on the shins of the raiders and
this was found to be very effective. It is estimated that about 10,000
people took part in the raid. 150 of them were treated for injuries and
about 40 were sent to hospital. It is reported that some undertrial
prisoners from Worli who were not Congress volunteers slipped away to
Wadaia and returned after the raid. The authorities at Worli, not
recognising them, drove them away.
Sergeant Adams was the only police casualty that I have heard of.
He was struck with a stone on the ankle and was sent to the hospital.
The Red Cross Organisation attended to the injured.
The G Ward District Congress Committee arranged for the flag
salutation on the maidan near Tilak Bridge, Dadar, on the morning of the
1st instant. At 7 a.m. the national flag was hoisted by T. R. Naravane
in the presence of 30 persons after the Vande Mataram song was sung.
In the afternoon a procession was taken out in furtherance of the
propaganda for the boycott of foreign cloth. A public meeting was held
afterwards on the maidan of the Tilak Bridge. I. S. Patel presided,
About 200 persons were present. The president G. S. Kanthi, T. R.
Mrs
Ward
Congress Committee was going to have a bonfire of foreign cloth on the
8th on the maidan near the Tilak Bridge.
On the evening of the 1st a public meeting under the auspices of the
Bombay Provincial Congress Committee was held on the maidan opposite
M
including
Jinabhai P. Joshi, who presided, thanked the people of Bombay for the
part they took in the raid at Wadaia in the morning. This, however, he
said, did not prevent anyone from making salt at his own place or
bringing salt from the Wadaia pans. He further said that good number
of volunteers would be required to take up the picketing of liquor shops
which would be started in a short time. Nisar Ahmed Ikrami said that
the Indiana would succeed in their fight for freedom as their struggle was
based on truth and non-violence. Professor Raghunath V. Ranade of
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the Ville Parle satyagraha camp told them about the martial law regime
at Sholapur and asked the people to come forward as volunteers for the
Sholapur flag satyagraha. Sardar Pratap Singh and S. K. Pupala made
speeches asking the people to join the Congress as volunteers.
The satyagraha committee sent out this morning a batch of 60
volunteers with instructions to beat a bataki in the city calling for
volunteers to carry out Gandhi's further programme. The satyagraha
committee is seriously contemplating the picketing of liquor shops and
cloth shops by male volunteers, it is also contemplating the publication
of proscribed literature which they say Gandhi sanctioned before
his arrest.
K. J. PETIGARA
for Commissioner of Police.

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 35.
Bombay, 31st May 1930.
THE CHALLENGE TO BRITISH ANARCHY.—Tomorrow the
Satyagraha Committee is giving its final fight to the grim forces of tyranny
at Wadala. The raid on salt pan is a logical apotheosis of the defiance
of the salt law. And there is no stronger evidence of the lawlessness of
the Government and of its moral bankruptcy than that instead of using
the regular process of law through arrest and trial should resort to
terrorism and bullying. The merciless beating of thousands of nonviolent satyagrahis which has resulted in the maiming of many and the
death of two can evoke only one response from every Indian heart. And
that response will find expression tomorrow at Wadias when the citizens
of Bombay will assemble in countless numbers to support the satyagrahis
in their raid on Wadala. But the one essential of our success is our
capacity to remain non-violent under the gravest provocation. And
we feel it our duty to warn those who cannot keep calm under the most
trying circumstances to desist from coming to Wadala even as spectators.
We know the warning is not necessary. For the heroism that has become
incarnate in every Indian heart will impel them to stand the test of
valour and non-violence in the sacred cause of our Motherland. And
so far as we are able to evoke in every person, not alone the will to resist
but the preparedness to suffer and to serve, so far shall we make this
Government a nullity in the land. And today it is the sacred duty of
both Indians and Englishmen alike to destroy a Government that has
arrogated all canons of civilisation.
CITIZENS OF BOMBAY, MAKE EVERY HEART AN ARMOURY
OF FREEDOM, EVERY HOUSE AN ARSENAL OF SEDITION —
The forces of tyranny are converging fast to crush the noble spirit of
resistance to an alien despotism. Every lingering right of association and
speech is being swept away. Even the husk of civic life does not remain
to us. And today the Imperial dovecots at Simla have fluttered to produce
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two more supine editions of Government imbecility. Can the voice of
insurgence that has challenged every act of torture and terrorism be
hushed by Viceregal Ordinances. Let the citizens of Bombay reply.
"In the name of His Majesty's Government, he (Viceroy) said that\ the
duty of the Government in India, in the face of the movement to create
anarchy, was to govern". In the name of the great Indian Nation and of
her martyred heroes from whom India receives her proud tradition of
nationhood, we feel it our duty to break the might and maiesty of Britain
that has become a mockery of humanity in this land. In the face of
the Government's resolve to spread terror and destruction in the country
by the denial of all law, by the suppression of all rights and the imposition
of outrageous penalties, it is our sacred determination to make this
governing by killing, arson and ravage an impossibility. And in
pursuance of our solemn purpose it is our intention to follow the same
course that we have so far unflinchingly pursued.
1
We shall advocate the non-payment of taxes and devise methods for
successfully carrying it out along the lines chalked out by the All India
Congress Committee.
We shall support a strict social boycott of Government and its hirelings
wherever it can with effect and dignity be carried out.
And we shall, so long as there is the modicum of manhood and honoui
remaining with us, pay the price of death itself to defend our sisters in
their noble endeavour of ridding the land of the death giving foreign
exploiter and the demon of drink. We defy the Government to do its
worst. We shall offer up our best and highest. And we shall win. But
friends, let us be warned and let us be prepared. The ghostly engine of
tyranny is gathering speed. The Government may at any time declare
the Congress organisation illegal. And then shall the real civil disobedience begin. Then shall every man, woman and child in Bombay
stand up in open defiance of this Government. Let us work towards that
great day. If Congress is suppressed by law let it spring up again in
reality in every home, chawl and street. Have samitis wherever possible,
in chawls, streets or wards. Take out small processions at night in your
various localities, singing national songs and appealing to national honour.
Congregate in open spaces before your chawls and have discussions,
bhajans, etc. Spare no effort to make the boycott of British goods
effective. Organise spinning classes in all tenements.
Wherever man greets man let the shame of Britain be known. Exert
your utmost to create disloyalty, disaffection and sedition against this
Government, which stands abdicated before truth and justice. Wherever
you meet—in temples, mosques or churches, in restaurants or shops, in
homes or on the streets, try to bring into contempt this present
Government—too contemptible though it has become even for exposure.
Make every heart an armoury of freedom, every home an arsenal of
sedition and victory shall be yours.
*
*

Non-payment of taxes was not initially included in Civil Di^dience programme

J
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BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 36.
Bombay, June 1st 1930.
THE ATROCITY OF SHOLAPUR.—The first batch of volunteers
from Bombay who entered Sholapur in defence of the honour of the
National Flag were subjected to brutal atrocities and insults by the
military at Sholapur. Kashinath Vishwanath Desai, volunteer No. 4502
has returned from Sholapur with severe wounds and has been admitted
to the Congress Hospital. He gives a harrowing picture of the conditions
prevailing in that city under Martial Law. Sjt. Desai reports that he
along with two olher volunteers entered Sholapur with National Flags.
They were arrested at the station by the military authorities and marched
to the Police station nearby. On the way they were continuously
belaboured by the Soldiers and the Police with batons.
VOLUNTEERS MADE NAKED AND FLOGGED.—When they
reached the Police station they were taken to a cell. There they were
made naked and flogged severely in the back. Sjt Desai a volunteer
of 18 refused to surrender his Flag and so was beaten the most.
He stood the cruel flogging till fell senseless. The soldiers not only
plundered them of their flag and clothing but also the little money they
had in their pockets.
Though Sjt. Desai had fallen senseless the soldiers made no efforts to
attend to his bleeding wounds or to apply restoratives to revive him.
When he came back to his sense he found that the soldiers were still
surrounding intending to pounce on him again.
ASSAULTED FOR BEING A BRAHMIN AND REFUSING TO
EAT MEAT.—He was then asked whether he was a Brahmin and on his
replying in the affirmative, the soldiers went and brought some meat
and commanded him to eat it. On his refusing to do so, he was again
beaten till he fell senseless once more. Late in the night he was taken
to the railway station and released there. He has now been brought to
Bombay. He was admitted in the Congress Hospital in a senseless
condition. He was given injection. He has been stri< ly ordered by the
doctors not to move and is so weak that he can talk only in gasps.
Such is the zoolurn of a Government which still pretends to protect
life and religion in India !
OUR VICTORY AT WADALA —The Citizens of Bombay who rallied
in their thousands at Wadala showed by their daring and enthusiasm
their preparedness to defy the authority of the Government which stands
abdicated by the Will of the People.
From a very early hour of the morning streams of people began pouring
by tram, train, car or other vehicles and on foot. And during the four
hours the raid lasted, there was a regular rush of people coming into
Wadala and going back with raided salt. In spite of all the precautions
and terrorism of the Police and the Military, the volunteers succeeded in
carrying away salt even from the most guarded areas or where beating
was resorted to mercilessly.
The raid started exactly at 8 a.m. The volunteers arrived in different
batches, 100 of them having come in a procession from Dadar. A batch
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Mrs. Lilavati Munshi also joined the raid. There was
also Muslim and Parsee batches. The first dash was made by the
Muslim volunteers who broke the cordon and reached as far as salt pans.
Thereafter the volunteers and public entered every part of the field and
took away maunds of salt. The Police adopted a policy of refusing to
arrest and resorted to merciless beating.
200 INJURED AND 62 ADMITTED TO THE HOSPITAL.—More
than two hundred people suffered injuries and were rushed to the
Congress Hospital where two of them are lying in a serious condition.
PARSEE VOLUNTEERS BEATEN AND LEFT UNCONSCIOUS
FOR AN HOUR.—B. Hormusjee, the leader of the Parsee batch, was
beaten so severely that he fell senseless and remained like that for an
hour till he was discovered by the Congress Red Cross Volunteers.
He was given injection and removed to the hospital where he is still
lying sencek s. Ano'her of the injured was admitted suffering wounds
on the ribs as a result of which he gets concussion. Among the wounded
is Shridhar Vakil, captain of the Dharasana batch that came from
Trivendrum.
Dr. M. V. Parulkar who was in charge of ambulance work on the
Koliwada side has sent in an interesting report of the work done by the
Congress Red Cross volunteers :
" The number of wounded attended to on that side was 77 of whom
20 were in a serious condition. Three people had to be given
injections ".
KICKED ON THE PRIVATE PARTS.—Two of the injured had
received kicks on the private parts and ice had to be applied tp give
relief and one of them had to be injected. A boy of 7 received kicks
on the ribs by the Sergeant. Vithal Balu aged 14 years received lathi
blows on the abdomen and has fainted.
SERGEANTS ATTENDED TO BY CONGRESS RED CROSS
VOLUNTEERS.—Two sergeants who admitted that their wounds
voluntarily caused came for dressing and were attended to by the Congress
Red Cross Volunteers!. The Sergeants also came often to take ice or
water which was supplied by the field ambulance. A section of the public
were against such courtesy being shown to the Sergeants. One person
f
who shouted out to the volunteers not o give water to the Sergeants
was beaten by the Police and fell unconscious.
The Po'ice effected no arrests. They however, detained Sjt. Sherman,
Captain of the Congress volunteers and Mrs. Lilavati Munshi "and the
batch of lady volunteers. The raid was called off exactly at 12 when the
Congress volunteers appealed to the public to leave the Wadala field
SERGEANTS PELT STONES.~We have been informed by various
people that the Police Sergeants resorted to pelting stones on the public
and that some of the injuries suffered by the public are a result of such
wanton misbehaviour.
We
foreign
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 2680/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE.

Bombay, 4th June 1930

Dear Mr. Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 2656/H/3717, dated the 2nd
June 1930.
I forward for your information copies of the Bombay Congress
Bulletin Nos. 37, 38 and the Worli Special issue of the 3rd June 1930.
On die 2nd and 3rd instant picketing by women volunteers was
continued at Mangaldas Cloth Market, Girgaum Road, Charni Road,
Vadgadi, Pydhonie, Chakia, Lalbaug, Parel and Dadar. It is reported
that the doth merchants had given an assurance to the Bombay Provincial
Congress Committee and the Desh £evika Sangh that they will not import
foreign cloth after the shipment of 18th May 1930. In view of the new
ordinances the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee is considering the
extension of picketing to the Fort area shortly. Strenuous efforts are
being made to enrol more volunteers to help the women pickets.
A procession of about 600 vc mteers, including about 100 ladies, was
taken out from the C igress House at 5-30 p.m. on the 2nd instant
It was led by Mukund Malaviya, Manibhai Gopalji Desai and Gajendranath
Sharma. It went to the Esplanade Maidan via Girgaum Back Road,
Bhuleshwar, Kalbadevi and Cruickshank Road raising cries at intervals
of "Boycott British goods" and " Mahatma Gandhi Ki Jai". At the
Esplanade Maidan a public meeting v/as held to congratulate the
volunteers and the general public who took part in the mass raid on the
Wadala salt depot on the 1st June. Jinabhai P. Joshi presided. About
2,500 persons were present. The president, S. K. Pupala, Mrs. Lilavati
Munshi, Dr. Abdus Salam, Pratap Singh and Jamiat Singh made speeches
congratulating the satyagrahis on their success at the Wadala raid and
condemning the assault on them by the police. Jinabhai P. Joshi
referred to the promulgation of 'the new ordinances and said that the
Bombay Provincial Congress Committee had determined to carry on
intensive propaganda by picketing cloth and liquor shops. He appealed
to the people to come forward as volunteers. S. K. Pupala urged the
people to join the Con ress as volunteers and asked the 'cowards' to
leave Bombay. Mrs. Lilavati Munshi asked the people to boycott foreign
cloth and to be prepared to give their lives to end the tyrannical Government. Jamiat Singh, a Sikh satyagrahi, who v/as alleged to have been
assaulted at Wadala, narrated how the peop1e ran helter-skelter at
Wadala when charged by the police. He blamed the Congress leaders
for not leading the crowd which went t 0 Wadala in response to their
appeal. He also criticised the conduct of the Congress volunteers who
went for medical treatment on tho slightest injury. Dr. Abdus Salam
asked the Mussalmans to help the Congress. At this time there v/as
some e> iteme
in the audienc . Somebody was heard saying that
a C. I. D. man was starting the trouble by throwing stones. An innocent
man was mistaken for a C. I. D. man and roughly handled, though he
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protested that he had nothing to do with the C. I. D. Some members
of the audience took him out of the meeting and escorted him to a place
of safety. Now-a-days the C. I. D. is an obsession with the Congress
people and many innocent people are roughly handled on suspicion.
Special Branch men who have to attend meetings and mix with the
people find it an unplej it job. Last night an S. B. man v/as spotted
at Worli, followed and slapped. Divisional officers complain that when
sepoys go to arrest street gamblers or hawkers they are molested and
sometimes chased away. They are told that Gandhi's raj has replaced
the British raj.
The G Ward District Congress Committee held a public meeting on
the open space near Saitan Chowky on the night of June 2nd.
K. A. Parmeshwaram presided. About 400 millhands were present.
T. R. Naravane, Govind Shankar Kanthi and K. A. Parmeshwaram
asked the people to boycott foreign cloth and British goods and support
home industries.
On the 2nd June Virchand Panachand performed the opening ceremony
of the DeLisIe Road Taliika Congress Committee situated at Harharwalla
Building. A meeting was held at the Bombay Development Department
Chawls, DeLisle Road. About 2,500 people, mostly millhands, were
present. S. K. Pupala, Khimji M. Bhujporia, B. R. Dhurandhar,
Balkrishna Taralkar, Mrs. Kamalabai J. Prabhu, Mr. Janardhan Devrao
Prabhu and Baburao Ghagre made speeches exhorting the people to
boycott foreign cloth and liquor and to enlist as Congress volunteers.
S. K. Pupala and Balkrishna Taralkar advocated the boycott of European
officers in the mills if they objected to the wearing of Gandhi caps in
the mills. Mrs. Kamalabai Prabhu said that the people should obey only
the lav/ of the Congress.
On the morning of the 3rd the Congress volunteers imprisoned at the
1
Worli Chawls displayed black flags and some of them wore black bands
on their arms as a protest against the observance of the King's birthday.
When they were in this mood a detachment of the 8th A. A. Battery
Royal Artillery from Colaba, including Sappers and Miners, under
Major H. T. SSebbing, arrived to erect an outer fencing of barbed wire
outside the original fencing which v/as damaged by the prisoners last
week. As the outer fencing blocked one of the entrances of chawl No. 25
facing chawl No. 26 in which the prisoners were kept, they came out
and began abusing the police and the military. This demonstration
collected a crowd of about 2,000 people outside the chawls. The police
and the Magistrate Mr. Khairaz tried to pacify the prisoners but without
effect. The situation became graver as time went on and the prisoners
as well as the outsiders became rowdy. About 12 women, wives of
millhands from chawl No. 25 squatted at the entrance to prevent the
military from putting up the fencing. All efforts to conciliate the women
S

/"ous trouble started m the Worh Detention Camp on 3rd Tune 1930, when about
4')00 undertnal Wadala raiders were involved in a brush with police resulting in
about 90 casualties. The undertnal volunteers had protested several times against
the ill-treatment accorded to them by the camo authorities. The apathy ofti.e
authorities aroused them against the authorities.

and to pacify the prisoners proved futile, and for some time the military
had to stop work. I went to the scene shortly after 3-30 p.m. and after
studying the situation asked Major Stebbing to resume work which he
did. I requested the women to move away but they refused, so I asked
the military to work at another part of the fencing until the reinforcements which I sent for had arrived. As soon as the reinforcements
turned up, I had the women removed. The operation was carried out
in my presence by the police without difficulty and there was no force
used beyond catching one or two of the women by the arm. Certain of
the prisoners, who were spoiling for a fight, shouted and abused the
police and started pulling up the barbed wire supports. I took a few
policemen inside the fence and tried to get the prisoners to go back to
their chawls. They were not in a mood to listen to reason and then
stones began to fly, some of which hit me and others hit General Weir
f
f
and Major Lane who were s anding ou side the fence. Major Stebbing
was struck on the forehead and had to have it bandaged. All these
stones as far as I could see were thrown by prisoners. I then ordered
the police to charge which they did effectively. Shortly afterwards
a crowd of prisoners came from the end chawl and stoned me and the
police who were standing beside me. I ordered the police to charge
them with their lathis and they did so with considerable vigour, after
which there was no further rioting, and quiet was quickly restored.
I telephoned for municipal ambulances which arrived without delay.
Congress ambulances were also sent. First-aid was rendered to the
injured of whom 74 were sent to hospital. They were told to take them
all to the J. J. Hospital, but this was not done, as I learned later that
forty-eight were treated at the Congress Hospital, 25 to the J. J. Hospital
and 1 to the Sir Harkisondas Hospital. The military then resumed their
work which was completed at about midnight. Some of the people while
returning to their homes threw stones at the police chowki at Tardeo and
broke some panes of glass.
Tn the afternoon of the 2nd June under the auspices of the Congress
Muslim Party and several Muslim mercantile associations of Bombay,
a MusMm procession consisting of about 3,000 people started from the
Dongari Mai dan and proceeded via Bhiendy Bazar, J. J. Hospital, Grant
Road, Two Tanks, Null Bazaar, Pydhonie, Kalbadevi Road, Shaikh
Memon Street, Abdul Rehman Street, Crawford Market, Hornby Road
to the Esplanade Maidan. The processionists numbered about 10,000
when they reached the Crawford Market. A public meeting was held at
the Esplanode Maidan under the presidentship of Syed Abdulla Brelvi.
The president, Mia Mahomed Haji Jan Mahomed Chotani, Usman
Sobhani, Haji Nur Mahomed Ahmed, Maulavi Hifzur Rahaman, Jinabhai
P. Joshi, Muhammad Yusuf- Dr. M. H. Giur, Nur Muhammed MojawaUa
and Maulana Ahmed Saeed, made speeches. The president congratulated
the Muslims of Bombay on the unique demonstration they had made that
day. He said that their opponents wouM now be convinced that ttie
Mussalmans were with the Gandhi movement. Chotani said Islam
always taught the people to be independent. He declared that unless they
7
achieved freedom for India Is am would not be free. He advised the
A-115-.J1-A.
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Mussalmans to join the present fight. Usman Sobhani supported
Chotani's appeal to join the Congress and to boycott British goods.
Jinabhai P. Joshi congratulated the Mussalmans on the mammoth
procession they had taken out that day to show their sympathy with the
Congress movement. He announced that the 5th of June was to be
observed as 'Gandhi Day' and appealed to the merchants to observe
a complete and peaceful hartal on that day. Maulavi Hifzur Rahaman
advocated complete boycott of all British goods as the surest way of
winninp freedom. Referring to the fears entertained by certain Muslim
leaders that Hindu raj would be established and that the rights of the
he declared that for
tihe Muslims
the freedom of 40 crores of the inhabitants of the other Islamic countries
he would be prepared to forego the rights of the 7 crores of Mussalmans
of India. Maulana Ahmed Saeed, the secretary of the Jamiat-e-Ulema-eHind of Delhi, refuted the argument that the Jamiat had taken a very
hasty decision in resolving to join the present struggle. He declared
that they had come to that decision after careful consideration. Referring
to those Muslim leaders who wanted the rights of the Mussalmans to be
settled first, he said it was most unfair to bargain for Muslim rights
when the battle had already begun and their Hindu brethren had already
made sacrifices. He ridiculed the idea that a Hindu raj would be
established. He added that the Mussalmans were in the majority in the
Punjab, N. W. F. Province, Sind and Bengal and that exposed the
hollowness of their fears. In any case, he said, they had to co-operate
with their countrymen (the Hindus) in preference to the British whi
were bards of passage and foreigners. He advised the friends of Government to induce them to come to terms with Gandhi. He declared that
though independence was the goal of the Jamiat-e-Ulema-e-Hind, they
were prepared to come to terms if Dominion Status wewe granted.
Resolutions were passed :
(1) Supporting the national programme inaugurated by the Indian
National Congress under the guidance of Gandhi and endorsed by
Musli
part in it;
(2) (a) appealing to the Indian Mussalmans to boycott all foreign
cloth and British goods and ridding the country of the drink evil as
the use of liquor was strictly prohibited by Islam; (b) urging the Muslim
representatives in the Bombay Legislative Council and the Legislative
Assembly to resign their seats forthwith.
(3) declaring that so long as the Indian National Congress and the
Jamiat-e-Ulema-e-Hind did not decide to participate in the Round
Table Conference, no Indian should go to it.
On the evening of 3rd June a public meeting of the graduates of the
University of Bombay was held in the Blavatsky Lodge to protest against
the repressive policy of Government and to support the Swadeshi
movement. Bhulabhai J. Desai presided. About 400 persons including
15 ladies, attended. He referred to the ordinances and said that the
law of the land was supplemented by them and it was their duty to
record their disapproval of them. He criticised the force used by the
A-115-11-B.
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police in dispersing the crowd of satyagrahis and pointed out that there
was no sanction under the law to use such force. He had already
expressed his opinion about it but the Government had not expressed
themselves. Referring to the incarceration of Gandhi he said that he
was given a sort of solitary confinement which was not in accordance
with the law. He deplored the fact that there was neither law nor reason
behind the measures of Government. I attach a copy of the resolutions
1
passed . A committee consisting of Bhulabhai J. Desai, Dr. S. K. Vaidya,
Dr. G. V. Deshmukh, Dr. Patel, C. N. Kanuga and five others were
appointed to give effect to the resolutions passed.
On the night of the 3rd instant the Matunga Taluka Congress
Committee held a public meeting at the bandstand near the Dadar Parsi
Colony in furtherance of the Congress programme. About 600 persons,
including about 200 Parsis, were present. Dr. M. B. Udgaonkar presided.
Velji Lakhamsey Napoo, Mrs. Lilavati Munshi, S. K. Pupala, Professor Jani, W. P. Kabadi and the president made speeches exhorting
the people to boycott foreign cloth and to carry out Gandhi's programme.
Mrs. Lilavati Munshi advocated the boycott of Europeans and ojher
Government servants who co-operated with the Government in their
repressive policy. W. P. Kabadi disapproved of (he action of the police
in encroaching upon the rights of the residents of chawl No. 25 at Worli.
Tomorrow being " Gandhi Day ", there will be a procession, hartal and
a meeting.
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 37.
Bombay, 2nd June 1930.
u
THE MURDEROUS REGULARITY OF RECURRING
ACCIDENTS ".—killing of women and children has become a daily accident
a building in
of British rule. When
Sholapur had his skull shattered itj must have been an accident. When
two women on the 4th floor of a building in Bhendy Bazaar were shot
down it was an accident too. And now when two children are killed
and their mother seriously injured at Peshawar it is sought to be excused
as an accident again. If the British Government wants to seek consolation
for murder in the theory of accidents we shall not grudge it. The
constitutional capacity of Englishmen to blunder is their historical theme
of pride. But the continued tendency of Englishmen in India to commit
accidents that result in the killing of innocent children and women must
be a shock to civilization and an agonising surprise to all true friends
of Britain among whom we claim to be the truest.
BOMBAY STUDENTS TAKE UP SWADESHI PROPAGANDA.—
We are glad to hear that the only representative institution of Bombay
9
students, the Bombay Students Brotherhood, have taken up the task
of Swadeshi propaganda by organizing a Swadeshi Bazaar at Madhav
Baug for a week. The bazaar, which is a rare museum of indigenous
Swadeshi articles of daily use, is realty an effort) towards populaising
the cult of Swadeshism, which is responded to by thousands of citizens
daily.
f'T'
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WADALA
having
a tew heads at Wadala, have given it out that beating of person was
restricted to below the knees. The statement is an unabashed lie,
Various cases have been treated by the Congress lieM ambulance where
the injuries have been deliberately inflicted above the knee. There are
about 30 cases in the Congress Hospital which bear injuries on private
parts, abdomen, chest and head. Two cases are very serious. We shall
publish the list of names of such injured in tomorrow's Bulletin.
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
Bombay, 3rd June 1930.

No. 38.
*

DECLARE MARTIAL LAW ALL OVER INDIA.—Sjt. Slocombe
Daily Herold says that after witnessing
Wadala
to agree to the demands of ithe Indian Nation, there is no other course
open to them than to frankly declare Martial Law all over the country
and rely openly upon the ribes and machine guns to maintain respect
for Law. Let Britain try it if she dares. But let her take warning too
Make no mistake of the spirit that knows no defeat but death. It is our
declared intention to destroy British rule in India and nothing that
Britain can do or will do, shall induce us to retreat an inch from that
position. The spirit of insurgence that has braved every British act of
1
horror sha l remain kindled so long as there is one true soul alive in
this land. Let Britain reconquer India. But she shall have this country
only after her bayonets have found lodgment in the breast of every man,
woman and child, and after every green pasture has become a mocking
desert. INOILAB ZINDABAD.
WORLI
rule
mean a repudiation of all its concommitants. And there is no more
arrogant attribute of imperialism than the phantom of a kingship which
Britain is trying to keep up. We have nothing but the deepest regards
towards the person of George Rex. We wish him all peace. But the
institution of kingship is employed to justify a whole vicious preder
of things, it is impertinence we cannot tolerate. And it is in this spirit
that the residents of the Worli republic are observing the 3rd of June.
They have hoisted black flags on all the buildings occupied by them.
They have each a black band tied on their arms, and they intend to
take a b'acl: flag procession round the chawls. To talk of celebrating
the birthday of the King Emperor in whose name untold cruelties are
being perpetrated in this countrv can onlv be an added insult We
with
of the princes and the prelates, but of
"The scorned
the rejected
the men maimed in with
spears; The men with the broken heads and the blood running
eyes.
*

*

*
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DEFENCE IN POLITICAL CASES.—We congratulate the satyagrahi
volunteers who refused to give their names when demanded by
Mr. junglewaia, Magistrate. Tnat is as it should be. The instruction
issued by the jrtresiaeni Ali-india Congiess Commify.ee is quite clear on
fcw
the pomt.
If volunteers are arrested tor Civil Disobedience it is clear
that there can be no question of offering defence. The volunteers should
take no part whatever in the proceedings of the Court. 'Ihey should
simply inform the court that they propose to take no part in the
proceedings. It is desirable that ihey do not give even their names and
addresses. It is for the police to find out their names or addresses and
there is no reason why we should help the police in any way in getting
this information. The volunteers who are arrested should take up
a dignified attitude in ihe court. They should not bribe or boast or be
defiant but they should stand on their dignity and give no information
to the court."
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
Bombay, 3rd June 1930
WORLI

SPECIAL

BOMBAY GOVERNMENT CELEBRATES KING'S BIRTHDAY, WOMEN ASSAULTED
TWO HUNDRED SATYAGRAHIS INJURED—HEALY PERSONALLY STAGES THE
SHOW.

The following statement has been made by Munni Jain Vijayarji
Gujarat Vidyapith, Ahmedabad
who while pacifying the volunteers was brutally beaten on the back and
is now lying as a patient at the Congress Hospital.
This morning at 11 O'clock a detachment of military along with
Magistrate Khairaz and Superintendents Raje and Bull and a posse of
police arrived to construct double fencing around the chawl adjoining
to the Worli Prison. In drawing the wire it was found that the door
of the chawl had to be locked and fenced across when the Military
prepared to do this ithe women tenants being barred and against the
danger of electrified wires being put where the children played. The
military refused to listen to the remonstrance and attempted to shut
the door, whereupon a few women squatted down at the opening and
offered satyagraha.
BRITISH SOLDIER BEATS WOMAN WITH WIRE.—Exasperated
at this very innocent act one of the soldiers rushed upon a woman and
began beating her with a wire in his hand. The volunteers in the
adjoining chawls on witnessing this insult got excited and came down.
It was about 12 O'clock and I was having my lunch, when Messrs. Kharais
and Jare came and asked to help them to pacify the volunteers. They
said that military would brook no interference and has orders even
to fire if necessary. I went down with Kharais and pacified the volunteers.
They said that they could not stand their women being insulted and
demanded that the military should be withdrawn. Mr. Kharais acceded
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to the request and drew away the military and phoned to the authorities.
The volunteers became pacified and went inside to the chawls.
MR. HEALY ARRIVES AND TAKES CHARGE OF OPERATIONS
In half an hour Mr. Healy arrived with a ctrong force of police and
Sergeants and ordered the fencing to be made, after arranging the Police
around the chawls. The ladies came down and squatted at the open
door and offered satyagraha. At this Healy gave the order that the
women be removed by force.
THE POLICE ASSAULT WOMEN AND DEAL LATHI BLOWS
The Police tried to push back the women and on failing lifted them up
bodily and threw them back. It is said that in so doing they also dealt
lathi blows on some of the women. On seeing this the volunteers again
became excited and came down and started hissing and shouting at the
police.
COMMISSIONER HEALY STARTS THE ASSAULT.—Mr. Healy
got out of temper and turning round in a fury began assaulting the
volunteers and also ordered the police to assault. When the volunteers
withdrew into the chawls the police rushed in and began beating the
volunteers wherever they saw them in corridors, within rooms on the
staircases or passages. While the assault was going on inside, I was
standing outside trying to allay the excitement. By my side was
Superintendent Bull.
JAIN MUNNI COWARDLY BEATEN ON THE BACK.—While
I was so engaged a policeman rushed out and before I was aware of this
dealt a hard blow on my back from behind. He was attempting to
beat again when Mr. Bull interfered. I was then removed to the
Congress Hospital.
Mrs. Munshi who went over to. Worli on hearing of the excitement
there at 4 O'clock reports that though she requested Mr. Healy to allow
her inside the chawls to pacify the volunteers she was refused such
permission. She was present while the soldiers were putting the barbed
wires and when the soldiers had to draw the fencing across the door of
the chawl Healy interjected that " now there will be a big howl
Healy ordered the police to remove the women bodily which they did
forcibly and in the act Mrs. Munshi saw at least one woman injured.
The prisoners opposite came down and shouted. At this Healy got
exasperated and ordered the beating, starting it himself. The police then
rushed in into the chawls and Mrs. Munshi saw streams of wounded
being brought out.
> >

It is reported that about 200 volunteers have been injured. Sixty-nine
of them have been admitted as in-patients at the Congress Hospital.
Some of them in J. J. Hospital and Harkisandas Hospital. Some of them
have suffered serious injuries.
We

for (the Birth Day Honours they have
conferred upon our brave soldiers of Freedom
The
of the injured can be had at the Congress Inquiry Office

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
Bombay, 4th June 1930.
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COMMISSIONER HEALY BREAKS THE LAW.—We have repeatedly
stated in the Bulletins that it is difficult to understand the theory of
minimum force except as the expression of maximum cowardice by the
police. That the Humiish methods adopted by the police has been
secretly blessed by the responsible officials has been long apparent to
the public. But that an officer of the position and standing of Mr. Heal}
should himself initiate and take an action and active part in cowardl}
assaults will remove any lingering hope that this country could expect
any fair or honest dealing from those who profess to govern India.
Under whatever hypocritic disguise of law the police have beaten and
assaulted the volunteers and public at pharasana,, Wadala and other
places, ithere cannot be even that refuge of cant in their cowardly
behaviour at Worli prison last evening.
The prisoners at Worli were according to any code of justice or even
the law of war entitled tp the protection of those who had them in
custody. But instead of offering such protection the jail authorities at
Worli let loose a swarm of blood-thirsty policemen to break the heads
of inoffensive satyagrahis. If the Worli prisoners had infracted any of
the rules it was open to the authorities to punish them as severely as
they liked in accordance with the provision of the jail manual. Instead
of taking such honest course the Government resorted to unclean
mehods. Such acts as these can never break the spirit of our great
movement. They are only the death-gasps of the British imperialism.
*

*

*

GANDHI DAY.—In observance of the day (5th June) when our
saintly leader Mahatma Gandhiji was incarcerated the B. P. C. C. calls
upon the citizens to observe complete hartal.
*

*

*

BOMBAY PROVINCIAL CONGRESS COMMITTEE.—The war
council of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee has appointed
a Requirements Committee with Sjts. Nanji Premji Deoji and Vithaldas
Bhagawandas as secretaries. The public who would like to give any
help to the Congress cause are requested to get in touch with the
secretaries who would be let tjhem know their requirements. Thus
articles and provisions which are not needed may not come to the
Congress House, but only those which are urgently wanted.
BOYCOTT THE OFFICIALS.—There can be only one answer to the
recently formulated ordinance of the Viceroy regarding the officials and
that is the boycott of officials in all possible non-violent ways. The
Government has already began opening its own shops in Bardoli taluka
and other places where the boycott is very vigorous. That gives us
a further issue to fight with boycott the allies of the officials. By
promulgating ithis ordinance the Viceroy has made the whim of a Talati
of Rs. 15 or a Police Patel of Rs. 12 more important, authoritative and
valuable than the freedom of action of a peaceful citizen of greater

•
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importance. A Police Patel can be instrumental to send a person to
6 months in jail if he is refused a glass of water for other purposes than
political. And when one cannot do anything he liked with his own
property of which he has an exclusive right, what else can he do in this
regime of repression.
INTELLIGENTSIA TO PARTICIPATE IN THE NATIONAL
STRUGGLE.—Yesterday a huge meeting of the graduates of Bombay
University was held to protest agajut the atrocities and the repressive
methods of the so-called civilized Government. Sjt. Bhulabhai who
presided warned them that in the former days it was the intelligent who
clamoured for freedom, but now they are far behind the ranks, and the
peasants and workmen, who are greatest sufferers have sounded the
bugles of the battle. We see a few days from the graduates now to
redeem their lethargy. Do away with the Government universities or
nationalise them entirely. Boycott the text books published by the
British publishing firms, and close the colleges so that the students can
go and do what they can especially when we have got a vigorous
programme of No Tax Campaign before us, and which will require
thousands of volunteers. Let the graduates take the hint that the days
of armchair politics are gone, and if at all they wish to stand shoulder
to shoulder with their peasant friends, they must leave aside meetings
resolutions and committees.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 2712/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE.

Bombay, 5th June 1930.

My
In continuation of my D. O. No. 2680/H/3717, dated the 4th June 1930.
Picketing of foreign cloth shops was continued at Mangaldas Cloth
Market, Vadgadi, Chakla, Masjid Bunder, Pydhonie, Parel and Dadar
yesterday. There will be no picketing today owing to the observation
of Gandhi Day.
It was announced through the medium of Urdu handbills that a debate
has been arranged between Maulana Ahmed Saeed of Delhi and another
Moulvi named Hashmat Ali of Lucknow as to whether the Muhammadans
should or should not join the Congress. It was to take place in the
Cutchi Memon Jamatkhana in Abdul Rehman Street on the morning of
the 4th. The debate did not however take place as Maulana Ahmed
Saeed failed to put in an appearance. Moulvi Hashmat Ali and his
supporters thereupon held their own meeting in the Kasai Moholla
Masjid, Nagdevi Street, at 11 a.m. the same day. About 200 Muslims
were present. A resolution was adopted declaring that it was against
Cong
Hindus

i
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At about 5 p.m. yesterday about 75 Pathans marched in procession from
Dongri to the Congress House where some of them registered their names
as Congress volunteers.
Leaflets in English and the vernacular appealing to the people of
Bombay to observe a complete hartal were distributed yesterday
evening.
At about 2 p.m. yesterday about 25 persons dressed in khaddar,
probably millhands, came from the direction of Worli along Cadell Road
raising cries of "Gandhi-ki Jai", "Vande MataranT, etc. They threw
stones at the police chowki (wooden) at the junction of Prabhadevi Road
and Cadell Road. Two policemen, who were inside the chowki, took
shelter in a toddy shop close by. The mob entered the chowki but finding
nobody there went away. This was an aftermath of the Worli prison
riots of the 3rd. At about 9-30 p.m. yesterday a mob of millhands
pulled down the tatties from the roof of the same police chowki and set
tire to them. On receipt of information the fire engine from Byculla
came on the scene and extinguished the fire. The chowki has not been
much damaged. 1 went out to the DeLisle Road Police Station at about
11 p.m., but there was no further trouble.
At about 7-15 p.m. yesterday Sergeant Race accompanied by two
constables while going along Parel Road saw a Muhammadan gambling
in the public street near the Nawab Masjid and arrested him. When the
accused was being conveyed to the police station, he managed to slip
away. The Sergeant and the constables chased him, but a mob of about
300 persons ran atter the Sergeant and the constables and threw stones and
soda water battles at them. The Sergeant and the constables wer^
therefore obliged to take refuge in the Nal Bazaar chowki. The accused
was not rearrested. The Sergeant and the constables received slight
injuries.
The F Ward District Congress Committee held a meeting on the
maidan opposite the K. E. M. Hospital, Parel, on the night of the 4th.
About 600 persons, mostly millhands, were present. Jinabhai P. Joshi
presided. He said that lakhs of people had responded to Gandhi's appeal
to break the salt law and had thus proved their fitness for Swaraj. They
should take up the task of boycotting foreign cloth and picketing liquor
shops in due course. He appealed to the people to observe Gandhi Day
on June 5th and join the procession. He advised the audience not to shout
slogans in the procession. He said that ladies would sing national songs.
He warned the people to be non-violent. Umashanker Dixit and W. P.
Kabadi made speeches exhorting the people to support home industries
and boycott foreign cloth.
Out of the Worli prisoners arrested in connection with the raid on
Wadala, 72 were convicted by the Presidency Magistrate, 5th Court, under
Section 143, I. P. C. and sentenced to 3 months' rigorous imprisonment
on the 2nd. 133 more were convicted by the same Court under Section
{43. I. P. C. and sentenced to 3 months' rigorous imprisonment on the 4th.
Almost all Indian business associations and clotb. markets are closed
today on account of Gandhi Day. 29 mills are not working. After
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8-30 a.m. about 100 millhands threw stones at the Tata Mills to bring
out the men but the police dispersed them. About the same time 1,500
millhands came along Curry Road and threw stones at the Jacob
Sassoon Mill but the police arrived in time and dispersed the crowd. An
attempt to bring out the men of the New City of Bombay Mill was also
frustrated by the police. The G. I. P. and B. B. & C. I. Railway
workshops at Matunga and Parel are working.
This morning a takli procession of about 2,000 people marched from
the office of the Bhuleshwar District Congress Committee at Bhangwadi
and proceeded to the Congress House via Princess Street, Shaikh Memon
Street, Bhuleshwar, C. P. Tank and Girgaum Back Road. All the
processionists plied their taklis as they went along. A life size portrait
of Gandhi was carried in the procession. About 300 ladies took part.
The band of the Cutchi Lohana Volunteers played music along the route.
No slogans were shouted by the processionists who were dressed in
khaddar.
1 attach a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin. (Gandhi Day
Special) of date.

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
Bombay, June 5th, 1930.
THE DOOM OF THE EMPIRE.—This day, a month ago they came
like prowling thieves in the night and laid violent hands on our revered
leader Mahatma Gandhi. The day that have followed is one serried
sequence of torture and terrorism done in the name of the Majesty of
Britain.
Government have roamed through
land spreading death and. destruction. They profess to protect and
proceed to km. Can there be a more cruer joke than this.
They swear by chivalry and shoot down women at Sholapur and
Bombay, trample them under horses at Viramgaum, beat Ijhem at Agra,
Delhi, Lucknow and Calcutta and molest and harass them all over the
country. They gush over children and then scatter their sculls at Sholapur
and riddle them with bullets at Peshawar. They protest by their
civilization and then shoot down unarmed men, beat, torture and maim
innocent young satyagrahis ! They piously exclaim about the sanctity
of religion and then desecrate the Gurudwar at Delhi. They sign in terms
of humanity and leave wounded men to die unattended or hasten the
death by throwing them into brackish water. Their law and justice is
the rule of Bandit and the coward and their protecting hand is alone
arm of death
THE
—What can these thing;
great spirit of satyagraha that has awakened this land to freedom. There
is hardly any man, woman or child who does not with every breath
breathe in terms of disaffection, disloyalty or sedition or whatever other
name you may use to qualify the insurgence of the Nation. What lurking
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excuse has Britain to remain in this Country? The Muslims have flung
back their patronage and have made one glory of common cause with
the Congress. The Sikhs are with us to the last man and to the last
ditch. The Parsees have shaken off their shyness and rallied i& their
thousands round the Congress Flag.
WHOM DOES BRITAIN RULE.—The British are in India only to
protect the interests of the Whiteman. The British Government has
reared up this stupendous edifice of armed terrorism to maintain parasitic
existence of the White planter, the soldier and the merchant. No Indian
needs any protection from a Government that stands alienated from the
hearts of every one.
THE SHAM OF PROTECTION.—And yet the Viceroy has promulgated
an Ordinance to protect the merchants against the boycott. Did the
Indian merchants need it ? Long before the Ordinance was forged they
showed they will be repudiating all contracts with British firms. And it
is not many days since the merchants of Bombay demonstrated their
repugnance of the British authority in no unmistakable tone. Who then
wants protection ? It is alone the cowardly British trader who wants
to exploit the land at the point of bayonet. For him is the Ordinance.
For us is our declared intention to carry out the will of Mahatmaji and
the Nation by carrying on an effective boycott of British goods. The
challenge of British arrogance is to each one of us and each of us has
a task to do.
The Indian merchants shall refuse to buy or sell a single yard ot
foreign cloth or any bit of British goods.
The people shall refuse to buy any British goods or foreign cloth.
WE ACCEPT THE GOVERNMENT CHALLENGE.—As for us,
saiyagrahis, we accept the challenge, that has been thrown out. We shall
defy this new Ordinance in its every uncomplete detail. We shall fight
this Government on every front and on every salient. And as this
Ordinance is meant to protect the English trader we shall challenge such
immoral protection by an organised and determined boycott campaign.
PICKETING OF BRITISH SHOPS.—From tomorrow we shall send
out volunteers into the Fort area who shall picket every British shop.
As far as we shall be able to stop any single penny going into the
pockets of the Britishers. So far shall we have advanced the cause of
Indian Freedom. For the day of Britain in India is doomed. " W e
already hear the rumbling sounds of crumbling Empire". We hear the
clanking of chains falling. We hear the tocsin of revolt and we already
see in our mind's eye the mighty masses of India asserting their
sovereignty. And it shall re-establish Truth and Love and thus vindicate
World Civilization which today is being challenged by Britain.
THE SHOLAPUR ATROCITY, DEFEAT THE GOVERNMENT
AT SHOLAPUR AND YOU DEFEAT THEM EVERYWHERE.—
Javerbhai J. Patel, one of satyagrahis who proceeded to Sholapur to offer
Flag Satyagraha, gives the following story of military brutality and
terrorism. He along with 9 others were arrested at a station few miles
away from Sholapur. They were beaten with lathis, slapped on the face,
beaten on the head and kicked when they fell down helpless. They were
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then thrown into a motor lorry which stopped outside Sholapur and were
again subjected to more brutal beating. They were then taken to the
Sholapur military post and put in a dark cell. A little later an officer
came in put on the light, asked their names, addresses, etc. When he
saw them bleeding from the head and the limbs, he asked the soldiers
to release them. They went to the station, but there a soldier came up
again and commanded them to shout " British sarcar ki jai". The
volunteers replied with " Mahatma Gandhi ki jai". They were beaten
then on the chest, head and back, they were asked to take oft their
white cap and wear black, and on refusal again beaten. They were then
asked to swear that they would not come back to Sholapur. They
' replied that they would come, on which the beating was repeated.
The soldier then decamped after taking away whatever money they had
in their pockets.
*

•

*

*
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CONFIDENTIAL
HEAD POLICE OFFICE.
No. 2735/H/3717.
Bombay, 6th lune 1930.
My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 2712/H/3717, dated the 5th
June 1930.
In the afternoon of the 5th instant four more mills were closed after
the recess hour.
In celebration of Gandhi Day yesterday the satyagraha committee of the
Bombay Provincial Congress Committee took out a procession from the
Congress House at 4-30 p.m. At the start the procession consisted of
about 800 ladies and about 5,000 men and boys, but as it proceeded on
its way the number swelled to about 50,000.! It passed along Lamington
Road, Girgaum Back Road, New Charni Road, Girgaum Road, Dhobi
Talao, Cruickshark Road, Hornby Road, Churchgate Street, Old Custom
House Road, Museum Mayo Road, Waudby Road and came to the
Esplanade Maidan at about 7-30 p.m. The processionists did not shout
any slogans along the route, marched four deep and were very orderly.
A portrait of Gandhi was carried in a motor car in which sat I. S. Patel
ajid Gajendranath Sharma. This was followed by another car containing
4 wounded volunteers. About 75 Pathans joined the procession at Bori
Bunder. Placards bearing the inscriptions : "Believing in non-violence,
strive for Swaraj ", " Long live revolution ", " Boycott foreign cloth ",
"• We will die for our country, if we survive we will win Swaraj ", were
carried in the procession.
At the Esplanade Maidan a public meeting was held at 7-30 p.m.
Jinabhai P. Joshi presided. About 20,000 people attended. Jinabhai
P. Joshi, Maulana Hifzur Raheman, Pandit Mukund Malaviya, Maulana
*, The number was twice over the official estimate.
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Ahmed Saeed, Mia Muhammad Haji Jan Muhammed Chotani
Mis. Kamalabai Prabhu and Dr. Mrs. Mayadevi made speeches.
After 10 a.m. this morning male picketers picketed shops dealing in
foreign goods in the Fort area. Two picketers have been posted at
M. Karanjia and Co., Ahmed E. Esaali, C. M. Bhesania and Co., Evans
Fraser and Co., Whiteaway Laidlaw and Co., Army and JNavy Stores and
other foreign cloth shops along Hornby Road and Esplanade Road. '•
Crowds collected outside the shops to watch the picketers.
The Prabhadevi Police Chowky (wooden) was burned down last night..
An attempt was made to set fire to it the previous night. There were
no policemen in it at the time.
I attach a copy of Bombay Congress Bulletin No. 40 of date.
*

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 40.

6th June 1930.
*

*
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LET US CREATE DHARASANA ALL OVER INDIA.—What
shall be our reply to this inhuman challenge to our manhood. By
non-payfiient of taxes and by rigorous picketing liquor and foreign cloth
shops, let us create Dharasana all over India.
Sjt. Mohamad Sadi, who was convicted for breaking the salt law is
released this morning. 40 volunteers of the National Militia were present
to receive him. He gives us startling news about his co-prisoners there.
Sjt. Kanji Master has decreased his weight by 16 lbs. and consequently
cannot take food properly. Swami Kumaranand Chhotelal Vyas, Abdul
Harnid, Hafiz Nizamuddin art kept with ordinary criminals and a like
treatment is given. Very often their letters were detained for as long as
14 days. In consequence of their observing the May Day, they had to
forfeit visits and letters for 1 month.
THE EXPECTED HAS COME OFF.—It seems that the police ft
entering the spirit of competition. We have raided Wadala many a time
openly and with previous notices, but the Bombay police having spent
a good deal of time after deliberations and consultations has for the
third time assaulted the truth's house without any information. With an
army of not less than 300 police armed with lathis, the devil's symbol, they
surrounded the whole area around the Congress House at about
2 O'clock. Our benign protectors and custodians of Law and Order have
put every thing into disorder in the Congress House, trying to fetch out
something which never existed in this temple of Freedom. Thev have
for the second time laid hands upon the War Council the pivot of the
National Movement in Bombay with the misguided notion of stopping
the movement. They are having dark dreams if they think so. Nothing
will unnerve the national unification and upheaval gathered to break
the chains of slavery. Such madness on the part of the police shall
simply move the Nation with a giant's steps. The dread of imprisonment
is gone, the fear of lathi is gone. Unity, courage and sacrifice are being
forged on the anvil under the hammer of the Government's repression,
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They have arrested the whole War Council : {the president, the
secretaries, and the rest. The day is fast approaching when they shall
proclaim the Congress illegal by their lawless laws, but that shall only
make the people more confident about the victory.
Citizens of Bombay, we have sent home of the best and the rarest of
Bombay leaders in jail. They, from behind the prison bars, are waiting
for the day when, we the people shall go on the first day of our free
life and unlock the doors of prison to show them, what we have—with their
inspiration and in spite of their absence achieved. We are the lucky people
for it is in our hands to achieve. We are people who shall be still the
victims of this repression, and we shall be the people who shall break
the barrier that is still there between us and Freedom.
Following are the members of the War Council who are already
arrested.
Sjt. Jinabhai Joshi,
Sjt. Manibhai Desai,
Sjt. Manjarekar,
Sjt. Vishwaxiath, Sjt. Sherman and Sjt. Ramdas Pratap.
The warrants on the other members of the War Council are still
pending, as they were not in the Congress House at the time of the raid.
We had to bring out this issue of the Bulletin under a good deal of
inconvenience because of the raid and therefore many mistakes have crept
in. We hope the public will excuse for that as well as the consequent
de^y.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 2766/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE.

Bombay, 7th June 1930.

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 2735/H/3717, dated the 6th
June 1930.
56 accused arrested in connection with the raid on Wadala were
convicted and sentenced to 3 months' rigorous imprisonment under
Section 143, 1. P. Code by the Presidency Magistrate, 5th Court, on the
5th instant and 85 more were similarly convicted on the 6th idem.
Picketing by women volunteers was continued yesterday at Girgaum,
Charni Road, Parel, Dadar and Mangaldas Cloth Market. Picketing in
the Fort area was continued yesterday up to the evening by male
volunteers. This morning eleven foreign cloth shops in the Fort area
are being picketed.
At 2-30 p.m. yesterday the Congress House was raided by the police
under warrants issued by the Presidency Magistrate, 3rd Court, and one
Roneo duplicator and some copies of the Bombay Congress Bulletin
together with some relevant documents were seized. Jinabhai P. Joshi,
Manubhai Gopalji Desai, Gajendranath G. Sharma, Nanji Premji Devji,
G, Vishwanath and Ramdas D. Pratap, members of the war council,
who were present at the Congress House were arrested. T. S. Patel
surrendered himself to the police in the afternoon of the 6th and Hamid
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Ahmed surrendered himself on the morning of the 7th. All the arrested
accused were produced before Mr. Kandalawalla and the case against
them has been remanded to Monday the 9th June, as two other accused,
namely, S. K. Pupala and Pandit Mukund Malaviya are still to be
arrested.
After the raid at the Congress House it is reported that two strangers
who were taken for C. I. D. men were molested by the mob at the corner
of Lamington Road.
A public meeting to congratulate the arrested members of the war
council of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee was held on the
Esplanade Maidan on the evening of the 6th June. About 4,000 people,
including about 60 ladies, attended. Mrs. Lilavati Munshi presided.
She pointed out that by the arrest of the members of the war council
more responsibility was thrown on the people who should keep up the
fight with redoubled courage. She commended the conduct of the
Garhwalis who risked their lives by refusing to kill their innocent brethren.
She urged the boycott of all Europeans in India, and also of Government
servants. She appealed to the students to come out and join the
movement. Maulana Ahmed Saeed said that the present repressive policy
was not a new thing to those who knew history. He pointed out that
a section of the misguided Mussalmans had been fensnared by Government
by empty promises of special rights being granted to rthem but his
experience was that such promises were never fulfilled. Pratap Singh
assured the audience that 24 lakhs of Sikhs were ready to sacrifice their
lives for the country. B. R. Dhurandhar said that the arrest of the
members of the war council would hardly check the progress of the
movement; he appealed to the people to have tiheir own war council in
their respective chawls. Mohamed Sadiq, who was released from jail that
morning, complained of the ill-treatment of the prisoners and the way in
which they were classified. One Reva Shankar, a satyagrahi from
Dholera, appealed to the college students to give up their studies and join
the movement. He also urged the social boycott of Government
servants.
Another public meeting was held under the auspices of the Mandvi
District Congress Committee at Vadgadi on the night of the 6th. Dr. J. V.
Vora presided over an audience of about 500 persons. Mrs. Lilavati
Munshi urged the boycott of the police and Government servants in all
possible ways. Mr. Ramibai Kamdar
supported Mrs. Munshi,
Mrs. Kamalabai Prabhu exhorted the ladies to boycott British goods and
pray for the success of Gandhi's movement. Dr. J. D. Prabhu exhorted
the people to carry on the programme of the boycott of foreign cloth and
liquor. Dr. J. V. Vora advised the boycott of the police and British goods.
At about 1-30 this morning Maulana Ahmed Saeed of Delhi, after
finishing his Wazz at Memonwada Road, was returning with a few
friends in a motor car to the residence of Dr. M. H. Gour at Motlibai
Street when at the junction of Bellasis Road and Parel Road near the
Police Hospital, his car was overtaken by another motor car containing
8 to 10 Mussalmans armed with lathis. The latter car cut across the
Maulana's car which had to stop. The occupants of the second car jumped

*
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out and assaulted Maultna Ahmed Sayed with lathis. His received a
severe blow on the head, sustaining a contused wound l"X%" X%". He
was saved from further assault by the servant of Dr. Gour named Abdul
Qadar. The Maulana's car then drove away to Motlibai Street but the
assailants followed in their own car via Sankli Street and tried to assault
the Maulana a second time at the entrance of the house of Dr. Gour, but
he managed to escape inside the house. A servant named Abdul Qadar,
however, received two or three lathi blows. He has sustained minor
injuries on the body. Maulana Ahmed Saeed was treated and dressed at
the dispensary of Dr. Gour in the same house. The Maulana, being a
non-cooperator, declines to make a complaint to the police.
The Satyagraha Committee do not relish the wholesale arrests of their
members on account of the publication of the Congress Bulletin. They are
going to consider in a day or two whether the satyagraha oommi^ee should
dissociate itself from the publication of the Congress Bulletin.
K. J. PETIGARA,
for Commissioner of Police.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 2776/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE.

Bombay, 9th June 1930.

Dear Mr. Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 2766/H/3717, dated the 7th
June 1930.
I forward for your information a copy of the Bombay Congress
Bulletin No. 41, dated the 7ith June.
Picketing by women volunteers was continued on Saturday the 7th at
Mandvi, Shaikh Memon Street, Chakla Street, Dadar and Parel. The
picketing in the Fort area was continued till the evening. There was no
picketing on the 8th on account of the Muharram. The women volunteers
began picketing the foreign cloth shops on Parel Road near Pydhonie this
morning. The pickets in the Fort area are now reported to be addressing
European customers.
A public meeting of Indian Christians residing in Bombay was held at
:
Nagpada Neighbourhood House on the even ng of the 7th to express
their sympathy with the civil disobedience programme and to devise ways
and means to help the Congress. About 250 Indian Christians, including
about 50 ladies, were present. Reverend D. Bhaskare presided,
Mrs. Avantikabai Gokhale, Miss Tarabai Tilak, Samuel Maleloo, N. J.
Patel and Mane, secretary of the Byculla Y. M. C. A., and the president
made speeches appealing to the Indian Christian community to join the
Congress ranks and carry out the programme of Gandhi/ Resolutions
sympathising with the Congress movement for complete independence tor
India by non-violent means, pledging themselves to the boycott of foreign
cloth and liquor and to the support of home industries, sympathising with
the dead and wounded in the national struggle, appealing to the churches
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to contribute the collections of one Sunday in aid of the Congress Hospital
and condemning the demand for repressing made by the Reverend Nag,
president of the All-India Christian Conference, were passed. A few of
the audience voiced their disapproval of the resolutions passed, but they
had to leave the meeting.
Under the auspices of the E Ward District Congress Committee a public
meeting was held at Kamathipura 9th Lane on the night of the 7th.
About 600 people were present. S. L. Silam presided. The president and
S. K. Pupala asked the audience to boycott foreign goods, to encourage
the use of Indian made goods, and to give up drink.
Maulana Ahmed Saeed, who was assaulted in the early hours of
Saturday, was taken out in procession by the Congress Muslim Party the
same night as a mark of sympathy. The procession started from
Dr. M. H. Gour's house at Motlibai Street and passed via Ripon Road,
New Nagpada Road, Pare! Road, Sydenham Road to Memonwada Road
where the Maulana was to deliver his religious sermon. The procession
when it started numbered about 200 but it swelled to about 500 when it
passed Bhendy Bazaar. The Ma lana at the Waaz asked the audience
to be tolerant towards his assailants as he himself had forgiven them.
He appealed to the Mussalmans to join the strugg^ for freedom if their
conscience tc i them to do so. He did not want (to force his views
on them
The piocession which the Bombay Youth League intended to take out
to celebrate Garhwal Day was postponed on account of the Muharram
day. Word was sent to the organisers that procession would be
prohibited.
In furtherance of the programme for the boycott of foreign cloth, the
G Ward District Congress Committee took out a procession from the
Tilak Bridge, Dadar, on the afternoon of the 8th. There were about
400 men and about 100 women present at the start, but it later increased
to about 1,000 persons. A band consisting of 4 bugles and drums
played along the route. An effigy of a police officer was carried on
top of a motor bus in which foreign clothes were being collected. On, the
effigy the words "Goonda Raj" were written. National flags and placards
bearing the inscriptions "Independence the immediate objective of
India", "Remove untouchability and give up liquor", "Enrol yourself as
Congress volunteers and make a vow to wear khaddar from today",
"Complete boycott of foreign and British goods", "Make a vow to
support home industries", etc., were carried. The procession passed
along Bhawanishanker Road, Prabhadevi Road, Cadell Road, Mahim
Bazaar Road, Lady Hardinge Road, Matunga, Dadar Parsi Colony to
Tilak Bridge. The usual boycott slogans were shouted by the
processionists. When the procession returned to Tilak Bridge there were
1,500 people already collected to witness the bonfire. The clothes
consisting of hats, coats, collars, etc., were then thrown in a heap on the
maidan and when the effigy of the police officer was placed on top of
them there was loud cheering. Kerosene oil was then poured on the
clothes and K. A. Parameshwaram set fire to them. T. R. Naravane,
Mrs. Ratanben Mehta, G. S. Kanthi, G. V, Kapadia, W. P. Kabadi,
A-115-12-A.
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R. S. Ruikar made speeches exhorting the people to give up the use
of foreign clothes and British goods. Ruikar, on behalf of the workers,
promised full support to the Congress movement against British
imperialism.
A procession consisting of about 200 workers started from Poibavdi,
PareL yesterday afternoon and proceeded to the Congress House via
Parel Road, Supari Baug Road, Arthur Road, Lamington Road and
Girgaum Back Road. It was headed by R. S. Ruikar, S. S. Joshi and
about half a dozen Sikhs. Four red placards with the usual slogans
and three Congress flags were carried in the procession and along the
route the people were shouting revolutionary slogans. At the Congress
House they were addressed by B. R. Dhurandhar, R. S. Ruikar, Abdul
Razak of Poona, S. S. Joshi and G. V. Kapadia who advised them to
take an active part in the Congress movement.
A meeting of the medical profession of Bombay was held in the
Blavatsky Lodge on the evening of the 8th. About 500 people,
including about 50 ladies, were present. Dr. G. V. Deshmukh presided.
I forward herewith a cutting from the Bombay Chronicle dated the 9th
instant, giving a report of the proceedings of the meeting.
S. K. Pupala and Mukimd Malaviya, the co-opted members of the War
Council were arrested on the 7th and the 9th instant, respectively. All
the ten accused were tried by the Presidency Magistrate, 3rd Court, on
the 9th, in respect of three issues of the Bombay Congress Bulletin
May 2nd and 3rd June. They were convicted and
sentenced to six months' rigorous imprisonment on each count, the
sentences are to run concurrently.
I attach copy of Bombay Congress Bulletin No. 41 of date.
K. J. PETIGARA,
for Commissioner of Police.
*

*

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 41.
Bombay, 7th June 1930.
r>
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THOSE WH
THE NATION SHOULD
CREATE DISAFFECTION
DI
AMONG THE POLICE.—The Government
of Bombay have brought out from their old shelves a notification which
brings into force in this Presidency with effect from the 5;th June the Police
Act of 1922 which deals with incitement to disaffection. We had long
expected this renewal of the Act. The Bombay police in last few weeks
have shown signs of their armed neutrality against their present employees.
They are prepared at any moment of culminating disaffection to lay
down their lathis, their blue clathes and vellow nae •laris and
ranks of the Congress army where they, with their trained discipline,
will prove more useful against the cruel and devastating machinery of
the present Government.
The police force gathered in different centres in the Gujarat is no less
1
sympathising with the present revolution as the starving masses. They
!

?. Tnis was a fact,
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have, by now, "been touched with the non-violent methods of the
satyagrahis, and we see a day, in near future when all Indians—officials
and non-officials, soldiers and laymen—will put shoulder to shoulder and
send this foreign Government pecking, to any place where it is more
respected.
*

*

BOMBAY CHRONICLE
9th June, 1930.
Med
of Bombay held in the Blavatsky Lodge on Sunday evening when
Dr. Nunan, the police Surgeon, made veiled insinuations attributing acts
of violence to satyagrahis.
The meeting was convened to condemn the repressive measures of the
Government in dealing with non-violent satyagrahis and one resolution
pointed out the callous attitude shown by the St. John Ambulance in not
providing ambulance facilities to wounded satyagrahis.
Dr. Nunan who did not evidently relish what was being said of the
St. John Ambulance offered to make an explanation on behalf of the
Bombay branch of the St. John Ambulance Association and was allowed
to do so by the president, Dr. Deshmukh, on the strict understanding
that he (Dr. Nunan) should confine his remarks to the explanation.
After explaining away the absence of Ambulance men at the Wadala
Cw
raids by saying that
he had read in the Bombay Chronicle that the
,!
Congress Committee had a wonderful organisation of red-cross men
and, therefore, " did not think it necessary to send out his boys" he
went on to unburden himself of his political opinions.
#

*

#
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DIRTY CHARGE.—Dr. S. K. Vaidya took strong exception to the
insinuation made by Dr. Nunan that " some hysteria had found it way
at the meeting" and said that it was a dirty charge.
Dr. Deshmukh did not however, allow the speaker to pursue his
remarks. He said that he had allowed Dr. Nunan to speak on the
distinct understanding that he will not touch on anything else excepting
the explanation regarding the St. John Ambulance. He did not want
the meeting to be degenerated into an elocution bout, and thereby
sidetrack the real issue before the meeting. What the St. John Ambulance
did or did not do was immaterial to them. The meeting had met to
condemn the repressive measures of the Government.
He thought that Dr. Nunan would confine his remarks to the
explanation but he did not keep his word. After having committed
one mistake, Dr. Deshmukh said, he was not allowing the controversy
to continue. He, however, asked the audience to treat D-. Nunan's
remarks with the respect that they deserved (Hear, Hear).
A little later Dr. Nunan left the meeting.
MISS DICKINSON PRESENT.—Members of the medical profession
attended the meeting in large numbers, Miss L Dickinson, who had
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resigned her seat on the Bombay Legislative Council as a protest against
the repressive policy of the Government being present.
The meeting unanimously passed the following resolutions : —
1. This meeting of the medical profession of Bombay condemns
the violations of the laws of humanity committed by the Government
authorities in different parts of India against non-violent Indian men,
women and children, during the present non-violent struggle for national
liberation in India.
2. (a) This meeting appeals to the Swiss Federation Council to
appoint an independent Commission of Inquiry into the violations of
the Laws of Humanity and of the Geneva Red-Cross Convention of
1906, by the British India Government, which is one of the signator>
contracting powers, and to take necessary action.
(b) This meeting draws the attention of the Red-Cross Societies
and St. John Ambulance Associations of India and throughout the
World to the callous policy of not providing ambulance and other
necessary medical facilities for the treatment and conveyance of the
wounded and appeals to them to take proper measures for enforcing
the rules providing necessary facilities on all such occasions.
3. This meeting urges upon all medical men to support the National
movement to encourage Indian industries by using drugs and chemicals
manufactured in India by Indian firms as far as available. As a protest
against this repressive policy and the atrocities perpetrated by Govern*
ment it further urges to boycott drugs, preparations, appliances etc. of
British manufacture.
4. This meeting authorises the president to forward the above resolutions to the proper authorities.
DR. DESHMUKH'S SPEECH.—Dr. Deshmukh in his opening remarks
said that he did not suppose there was even one person in India today
who was so ignorant that he did not know about the atrocities being
committed in the country ; who was so simple that he did not believe
in them and who was such a paltroon that he did not resent such actions
The tale of woe that came from Peshawar and Sholapur and Virmgaum
and Wadala had but one tune to tell and that was the tune of illegal
and disorderly atrocities committed by Government on poor, harmless
and unarmed people of the country. It| was well-known, how peacefully
the satyagraha movement was carried and it was equally well-known how
non-violence was pitted against the thunder of the State.
FIND OUT THE "EXCITING CAUSE ".—It was Dean Swift who
said that two men well-armoured could always beat a man in shirts.
The position in India today was nothing worse than that. They know
that Government with the armed forces behind it might eventually succeed
in terrorising the people. What is behind this mentality of Government ?
asked the speaker. He had no hesitation in saying the Government
had started on a very wrong basis.
As a medical man, the speaker would deal with the present situation
by trying to find out the " exciting cause " of the present trouble, In his
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opinion the cause of the trouble was the salt tax which had been
condemned even by moderates as a barbarous tax.
He pointed out that even the present Prime Minister had condemned
the salt tax and the only reasonable attitude Government could take was
by repealing it.
But Government adopted an attitude of bullying.
With all the forces at their command, people knew, Government could
bully them. But what was the use of a civilised Government exhibiting
such power ? he asked. Dr. Deshmukh then referred to certain Police
atrocities and condemned in no uncertain terms the Police assaults on
crowds near Girgaum Police Court where police, he said, has even entered
the sacred precincts of the Harkisondas Hospital. If Government were
determined to use force he asked, why they should not show consideration
which they allowed even to ordinary criminals. Even when a prisoner
was being flogged the presence of a doctor was deemed necessary. But
did they see in Dharasana and elsewhere ?
GOVERNMENT NOT FOLLOWING LAW.—The speaker went on to
say that the Police assaults on non-violent satyagrahis were unjustified.
Even whipping and caning in schools, he said, was considered by
Government as barbarous. In that case he failed to see how by the use
of force Government could inspire a respect for law and order. How
could respect for law and order be created if Government themselves
were not following their own laws. They had heard of many atrocities
during the great war but the speaker thought the Government had "outGermaned" the Germans in the matter of callousness.
" We have come to this position. What are we going to do ? As
medical men it is not sufficient for us to diagnose a case but we should
prescribe a remedy. This state of affairs cannot continue any longer",
said Dr. Deshmukh.
*

*

*

" If the salt tax is repealed the excitement will diminish. Government
cannot crush down a nation roused to its consciousness. The whole of
the trouble could only subside by negotiation with leaders to honourable
settlement assuring India of " substance of Independence" as demanded
by Mahatma Gandhi. We laymen do not understand the legal phraseology of " Dominion Status with safeguards" but we understand the
" substance of Independence."
Dr. Gagrat who moved the first resolution said that there were higher
laws than the laws of the land which after all could be done and undone
by the men. He thought Government were guilty of infringing the Laws
of Humanity by the inhuman treatment meted out to non-violent
satyagrahis.
•

*

*

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 42.
Bombay, 9th June 1930.
THE DOOM OF THE EMPIRE.—Thene is no more ominous portent
of the impending crash of the empire than the signs, which are becoming
every day more evident, of the preparedness of the people to face any
risk or suffering in the sacred cause of winning the freedom of the land.
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One such indication came to our notice the other day when we discovered
a group of people gathered on the road and eagerly scanning the ground.
For, scrawled across the Asphalt pavement in unpolished Gujarati was
a warning to the public. We are no enthusiasts of this form of
propaganda which very often has a scare complexion. But this particular piece has the virtue of a novelty which none can ignore. It asked
the people to be reminded of the days of the Punjab Martial Law. It
told of the Government's action then of trying to terrorise and harass the
people by cutting off the water supply for two days, and with a naive
simplicity borne only of love and devotion it warned the public that they
*hould make preparations to store water and provisions since the
Government may any time invoke the terrors of Martial regime in
Bombay too.
Such is the temper of the people. Dare the Government be blind to
such warning ? Does it realise that whatever it may do to supress this
great insurgence the people have steeled their minds to win their object ?
Freedom has become enshrined in every heart. They wait for no lead.
They forge ahead to where Liberty beckons to them. One War Council
after another has been swept away. We have ready numbers more
awaiting the welcome of the Government. But whether Councils are
there or not India has become a "Nation in arms" and the country will
know no rest till Freedom is won. A British politician has vaunted
a complacent assurance that the Government has enough resources to
maintain its authority in India. Let Britain be warned that the Indian
people have today a daring of courage and readiness of sacrifice that will
break mightier empires than that a little island kingdom.
1
THE TRUE BRITISH HEART.—Miss Ida Dickinson
who has
endeared herself to the Bombay public by her services in the cause of
social welfare has resigned her membership of the local council and also
returned her Kaiser-i-Hind medal as a protest against the repressive policy
of the Government. The satyagraha movement is not merely a process
of attempting to free a country. It embraces a whole philosophy. It
knows no bias of caste, colour or creed as it excluded all thoughts of
violence. The goal of satyagraha is not only the liberation of a people
but also the emancipation of spirit—the spirit of love and sacrifice which
is today enchained by brutality and hatred and so the call of Satyagraha
is not alone to the India but to every individual on earth who believes
that through love and service he can reshape the world to a newer beauty
and a greater semblance of Truth.
•

*

HOME DEPARTMENT (SPECIAL)

Poona, 9th June 1930.
SECRET.
No. S.D. 2189.
Dear Healy,
Please see the portion of your daily report No. 2680/H/3717 of the
4th instant, in which you refer to the difficulties experienced by the police
j
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in the discharge of their duties, and say that Divisional Officers complain
that when sepoys go to arrest street gamblers or hawkers they are molested
and sometimes chased away.
Government consider it essential that any development in this direction
should be promptly checked, and I am to request, therefore, that you will
take steps to ensure that in all such cases! parties of sufficient strength
are sent to secure immunity from molestation or interference.
Yours Sincerely,
D. Hecdy, Esquire,
COLLINS.
Commissioner of Police,
Bombay.
SECRET.
From:
THE COMMISSIONER OF POLICE,
Bombay.
No. 2801/H/3717,
Dated 10/6/30.
My Dear Collins,
Your D. O. letter No. S.D. 2189 of the 9th inst
The steps suggested in para 2 have already been taken to protect the
Police from molestation.
Yours Sincerely,
Healy.
I
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CONFIDENTIAL
HEAD POLICE OFFICE.
No. 2809/H/3717.
Bombay, 10th June 1930.
My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 2776/H/3717, dated the 9th
June J930.
Picketing by women volunteers was continued yesterday at Bhendy
Bazaar, Mandvi, Vadgadi, Mulji Jetha Market, Parel and Dadar. The
male pickets continued picketing in the Fort till evening. Yesterday
afternoon a picket in front of Messrs Asquith and Lord stopped a
European lady named Mrs. Henricks who was going to her car after
gn
earned
The manager of the shop came out, pushed picket
aside and allowed the car to go on.
connection with the raid on the
by the
Wadala
Magistrate, 5th
Court, J
Under the auspices of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee
public meeting in connection
atrocities was held
[ the Esplanade Maidan on the evening of the 9th. About 3,000
persons
500 ladies, were present. Gunvantlal Vrijlal Kapadia,
Patrick Kelly was replaced by Healy as Commissioner of Police because the former
was deemed to be mild in his approach towards the freedom fighters.

J
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the new president of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee*
1
presided. Miss Maniben Patel , daughter of Vallabhbhai J. Patel, was
the principal speaker. She described how brutally the police attacked
the satyagrahis and how they were left unattended after receiving injuries.
She described the destruction of the satyagraha camp and the hospital.
She said that the police atrocities were so numerous that she could not
recount them in the time at her disposal but she hoped that a book on the
subject would be published which would enlighten the world as to how the
Government acted towards the satyagrahis. Speaking about the future
foreign
programme of the Congress
would be intensified and the picketing of liquor shops would be
undertaken in defiance of the Ordinances.
Mrs. Lilavati Munshi, Dr. M. M. Suratkar and a Gujerati lady exhorted
the audience to boycott foreign cloth and liquor. Mrs. Munshi asked the
people to boycott Government servants and their allies. The president
congratulated the members of the War Council who were convicted
that day.
The Bhuleshwar District Congress Committee held a public meeting to
congratulate the members of the War Council convicted yesterday.
Gunvantlal Vrijlal Kapadia presided. About 125 persons attended.
Mohanlal Makhanlal Mehta, Manilal M. Mehta, Y. K. Parulkar and
N. B. Deshpande made speeches exhorting the people to carry on the
work left over by the members of the War Council. They also urged
the boycott of the police and other Government servants.
A meeting of about 250 labourers presided over by Waman Pandurang
Kabadi was held in the compound of the Bombay Development Department Chawls at Naigaum on the night of the 9th. The president,
Mahadeo Godbole, A. R. Bhat and G. B. Mahashabde advised the
labourers to give up drink and follow the Congress programme.
The cinema and film owners intend to take out a motor procession on
the 12th to celebrate the day of M. K. Gandhi's march from Ahmedabad
(Sabarmati). It is reported that the procession would start from Dadar
and go as far as Apollo Bunder. The cinema employees are to follow
the procession in lorries.
The Bombay Congress Muslim Party had announced in the Bombay
Chronicle of the 9th instant that Maulana Ahmed Saeed of the Jamiatul-Ulema-e-Hind would be taken in procession from Motlibai Street to
Maidan
a public meeting would be held on the
10th instant.
M
party, informing him that if he did not drop the idea of taking out Moulvi
Ahmed Saeed in procession, I would stop it under the powers given to
me by law. Dr. Gour promised to consider my suggestion and place it
before the working committee of the Congress Muslim Party. This
morning it was announced*in the Chronicle that the procession and the
meeting have been abandoned.
*

I attach a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin No. 43 of date.
i

Maniben's contribution to freedom struggle was great*
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BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
Bombay, 10th June 1930.

No. 43.

BRITISH GOVERNMENT'S PROTECTING JHAND.—Peshawar is
revealing its gory tale of Government atrocities. That innocent men and
women were shot dead and trampled with armoured cars, is an old story;
but the cruelty still goes onwards. The soldiers have not even ruth for
babies. A man carrying a baby was shot and the baby from his hand
was snatched, was caught by its legs and hurled in the air. Not only
the world famed British soldiers have lost their high honour but they
have by these atrocities proved themselves mean cowards and that too
of the lowest possible category.
TERRORISM AND GOONDA RAJ IN PESHAWAR.—We have
received news that the Frontier Government has declared unlawful the
Khudai Khitmatgars, and surrounded their Head Office in. Tukker near
Peshawar. They being all pleded to support the Congress offered
Non-violent Satyagraha, whereupon the army was ordered to fire. A
regular hailstorm of bullets was showered which killed 35 and wounded
80 persons. The building was then set fire and many others who were
defending the building were burnt along with the building itself. Such
are the ways of these custodians of law and order when dealing with
unarmed and peaceful satyagrahis.
We have always known that Sir John Simon was a queer egg, but
it is a surprise to know that he is an addled one. We know what was
coming at the time of the appointment of the Commission ; we knew
what insults were in store for those people who co-operated with the
Commission. We sympathise with our brother Moderates, who too knew
what was coming and yet hoped against hope.
BOMBAY JURY DISBELIEVE THE POLICE.—The Coroner's
Jury has given an inconclusive verdict regarding the cause of the
death of Sjt. Pasu Dhanji, a grain merchant who received injuries during
the Wadala raid on the 25th May. The Police were anxious to prove
that they were martyrs. They pleaded and cajoled and posed as
humanitarians, of course, at times, not failing to turn a bullying glare at
the jury box. Yet the jury declined to believe the truth of the Police
story. They decided that 'death was due to the fracture of the skull,
but we are unable to say whether it was caused by a fall or a lathi blow'.
THE UNTOUCHABLES.—The Government has done its worst to the
Indian Nation as far as the question of untouchables are concerned, but
we here give an account of the indirect Zulum on a poor native State of
Sayala. A procession of untouchables was led by Mr. Dadubhai Desai
singing hymns. The petty State was forced to act as the Government
was to crush this awakening amongst the untouchables. The procession
was dispersed. The single school for untouchables was closed 'down.
Orders were issued to prohibit the use of a single tank and burnt three
or four humble cottages of some untouchable widows ; nay even false
documents were prepared and these poor people were forced to sign them.
They made bonfire of Gandhi caps and National Flags.
*

*
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 2825/H/3717.
My dear Collins,
In continuation
June 1930.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE.

Bombay, 11th June 1930.
of

my

D. O.

No. 2809/H/3717,

dated the 10th

Picketing by women volunteers was continued yesterday at Bhendy
Bazaar, Null Bazaar, Golpitha, Gulalwadi, Pydhonie, Mandvi, Vadgadi,
Mulji Jetha Market, Shamshet Street, Thakurdwar, Girgaum, Charni
Road, Parel and Dadar. Male pickets picketed 11 foreign cloth shops in
the Fort area yesterday.
The War Council has decided to start picketing of liquor shops in
Bombay in a day or two. In tjhe mill localities the picketing of liquor
shops v/ill be undertaken by male volunteers while in the other parts of
the city both male and female volunteers will participate.
20 more persons arrested in connection with the raids at Wadala
were convicted by the Presidency Magistrate, 5th Court, yesterday and
sentenced to 3 months' rigorous imprisonment each, and 3 others were
sentenced to 2 months' rigorous imprisonment.
Yesterday afternoon a procession of abouj) 150 Congress volunteers
with national flags was taken out from the Congress House in connection
with the propaganda for the boycott of foreign goods. It passed along
Girgaum Road, Cruickshank Road, Hornby Road, Medows Street,
Share Bazaar, Bazaar Gate Street, and returned to the Congress House.
They shouted the usual boycott
slogans. There
were
more
Muhammadans in the procession than Hindus, the former numbering
about 100 and the latter about 50.
Under the auspices of the Saraswat Brahmin Samaj Professor
Dharmanand Kosambi delivered a lecture on " The eifects of satyagraha
on the general public* at the Samaj Hall, Charni Road, on the evening
of the 10th.
Shripad Mahadeo Varde presided. About 75 persons were present.
Professor Kosambi narrated the history of India before the advent of the
British rule and said that the people of those days were very happy and
contended. He attributed the present day poverty and misery to the
British Government, to fight which the satyagraha movement was
started by Gandhi. He added that the results so far obtained were
very encouraging, but it was necessary for the agitation to be kept up if
they wanted complete success. He boasted that the satyagraha
movement had brought together people of all castes, creeds and opinions
and had made them have some respect for themselves.
*

Under the auspices of the E Ward District Congress Committee a
meeting was held at Tardeo Road opposite the Prabhat Mill, on the
*, Prof. Dbarnmian^ Kosambi was a great Sanskrit Scholar and Historian.
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night of the 10th when about 400 milihands attended. Waman
Pandurang Kabadi presided. The president,
At|marani
Godbole
Professor Jani, B. R. Dhurandhar, S. L. Silam and R. K. Acharekar
made speeches exhorting the people to boycott foreign cloth
and give up drink. S. L. Silam said that the best way to congratulate
S. K. Pupala was to follow the Congress programme. B. R. Dhurandhar
wanted volunteers to do picketing at foreign cloth and liquor shops.
At the close of the meeting the president formally declared open the
Tardeo Satyagraha Samiti where volunteers would be enrolled to carry
out the Congress programme of prohibition.
A mass meeting of Mussalmans was held in Muharnmadan Street,
Madanpura, on the night of the 10th instant to consider what the attitude
of the Mussalmans should be with respect to ithe Civil Disobedience
Movement. About 5,000 Mussalmans were present. Maulana Syed
Muhammad, a well-known Maulavi of Kachocha Sharif in the United
Provinces, presided. Speeches were made by the president, Hakim Fazli
Rahim, Hakim Muhammad Yunus, Maulavi Hashmat Ali and Maulavi
Hafiz Ahmed denouncing the high-handedness of the Hindus at various
places in India towards the Mussalmans and appealing to the Mussalmans
to have nothing to do with the present Civil Disobedience Movement of
Gandhi. The chairman described how in (the old non-co-operation days of
1919—1921 the Mussalmans joined hands with the Hindus wholeheartedly
and made great sacrifices, but the Hindus instead of appreciating and
showing their gratitude for the part played by the Mussalmans, oppressed
the Mussalman minority in various places in India. He added that
Gandhi launched his Civil Disobedience Movement without coming to
any settlement with the Mussalmans, and when he found that his
movement was failing he was trying to induce the Mussalmans to support
it. He appealed to the Mussalmans to keep aloof from the present
movement unless and until the Hindu mentality was changed and they
were prepared to consider their legitimate demands. Maulavi Hashmat
Ali of Lucknow quoted chapter and verse from the Quran to prove that
under no circumstances could any reliance be placed upon the words of
the Mushriks (Hindus) and that the latter were also pleased to see the
Mussalmans in difficulties. He pointed out that this was the teaching
of the holy Quran and asked the audience whether they were prepared
to accept the teachings of the Quran or the advice of a few Muslim
hirelings of the Congress. He read out the article entitled "An appreciation by an Iraqian newspaper of Gandhi" which was published in the
Sunday issue of the local Ajmal dated (the 1st June in which it was stated
that Jesus Christ and other holy prophets were watching over Gandhi
and the souls of the martyrs had entered his blood and that they had
appointed him (Gandhi) as their leader, and asked the audience whether
there could be a greater blasphemy than that. A resolution was passed
appealing to the Mussalmans of the whole of India to be guided by the
laws of Islam and to keep aloof from the movement launched by the
Congress.
Yesterday one Trimak Nanak, a hawker, was found carrying a national
flag and a big placard depicting police and military atrocities on peaceful
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men and women at Dharasana, Viramgaum, Sholapur and Wadala. He
was also selling pamphlets in Gujerati containing statements of various
satyagrahis who were injured at the above places. He collected a crowd
and thus obstructed traffic at Bori Bunder. He was prosecuted under
Section 22 of ithe Bombay City Police Act and convicted. He was fined
Rs. 3 by Messrs Chotalal Kilachand and J. H. Sorabji.
I attach a copy of Bombay Congress Bulletin No. 44 of date.
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 44.

Bombay, 11th June 1930.
*

*

*

SATYAGRAHIS TREATED AS CRIMINALS.—About forty leaders
from Bombay have been transferred to Nasik Jail. Excepting
Sjt. Nariman all of them have been placed in B Class, though some had been
treated as A class before. Sjt. Puratan Buch and 12 other satyagrahis
5
from Gujerat have been placed in "C Class. As a protest against this
invidious distinction Sjt. Johri, Ali Bahadurkhan, Meherali, Narbheram
Popat and Narayana Swami have commenced to take the same food which
is given to "C" Class prisoners.
NEW SATYAGRAHA CAMP OPENED.—New satyagraha camp was
opened last night at Tardeo. Several Congress leaders addressed, the
gathering, and exhorted one and all to enrol themselves as satyagrahis.
As the immediate programme before the camp will be picketing of liquor
shops, people were asked to give up liquor and induce their brothers to
give it up also by joining as pickets.
YOUTH LEADER ARRESTED.—Sjt Lalimohan Jamnadas, the
Secretary of the Bombay Presidency Youth League, has been arrested at
Ahmedabad yesterday. The latest activities of Sjt. Lalimohan have been
regarding his cyclostyled daily "RAJADROHA" (Treason) and regarding
the Boycott of Colleges, especially the Gujerat College, of which he was
a student. He was responsible for the college students' resolution to
boycott colleges wholesale.
*

*

*

CAN THIS IMPERTINENCE BE ?—Can Moslem hearts ring true
and yet allow this Government to make cowards and weaklings of us
all ? How long can this impunity last ? Under ithe guise of protection
what indignities and insults are being heaped on us. Can the hand that
ravages Palestine, tyrannises Egypt, harassed Turkey be the protecting
one for the Indian Mussalman ? Will our Muslim comrades be taken in
by this Simon bluff? Can they ever forget the massacre at Peshawar?
Has the shooting of innocent Muslim women in Bombay so soon become
a dead memory ? Can they or any of us ignore the bombing of
Mohammedan villages on the frontier? Will our Muslim brethren look
round and realise what is happening ?
PATHAN LEADERS DEPORTED FOR SUPPORTING THE
CONGRESS.—Only yesterday two of the most respected Pathan leaders
were deported for the crime of persuading Pathans to join the Congress
cause. Abdul Gafur Thekedar one of the victims had rendered invaluable
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services to Britain. During the Bombay riots his influence contributed no
little to peace. Yet these services are forgotten. He realised that
Britain's policy is to hit those who help her. While parting he appealed
to the Mahommedans to join the Congress. To those who prate no
end of their religion he gives the suggestive message " Those who do
not honour their country cannot claim to have any religion. "
HILAL-A-AHMER (RED—OR SCENT) AMBULANCE CORPS.—
The Muslim Congress Party has appointed a committee consisting of*
Mr. Mohcmmed Ali, Mr. Usman Sobani, Dr. Mazhrul Haq Gour,
to organise a Muslim Ambulance Corps. Their suggestion has received
enthusiastic support already and a sum of Rs. 2,500 has been subscribed
tor the purpose.
THE SHOLAPUR DAY.—The B. P. C. C. has decided to observe the
12th of June on which day a month ago the Martial Law was promulgated
in Sholapur, as the Sholapur Day. There will be a procession in the
evening which starting from Congress House will pass through Lamington
Road, Opera House, Hornby Road, Flora Fountain to Esplanade
Maidan.
VOLUNTEERS RELIEF COMMITTEE.—Such of those families of
the arrested volunteers who are in need of help are requested to write to
the Secretary. Volunteers Relief Committee of the Bombay Provincial
Congress Committee who would immediately do the needful in the
matter.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 2858/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE.

Bombay, 12th June 1930.

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 2825/H/3717, dated the 11th
June 1930.
Yesterday the women pickets picketed the foreign cloth shops at
Bhendy Bazaar, Samuel Street, Sheikh Memon Street, Morarji Gokuldas
Market, Lakhmidas Market, Carnac Road, Golpitha, Gulabdawi, Lalbaug
and Dadar. The shops in the Fort area were picketed by male volunteers.
In the afternoon of the 11th a Christian was stopped from entering
Messrs. Whiteaway Laidlaw's shop by a picket. He got excited and
shouted that they had no right to stop him because they had not yet
established their own Government. He threatened to assault the picket
but the crowd pacified him and he went away.
The volunteers' central camp, which was at the Congress House, has
now been shifted to Morar Baug, Khatar Gully, where arrangements have
been made to accommodate about 300 volunteers.
It is intended to picket liquor shops at Byculla, Parel and Dadar
localities from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. by male volunteers, 2 volunteers will
be posted at each shop,
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A public meeting of Mussalmans was held on the Esplanade Maidan
on the evening of the 11th to condemn the attack on Maulana Ahmad
Saeed. About 5,000 people, including about 1,500 Hindus, attended.
Haji Fateh Mohamed Yusuf Khandwani presided. The president
regretted the incident and said that the Maulana never made any statement in the course of his sermons during the Mohurrum to which any
Mussalman could take objection. He appealed to the Mussalmans to sink
their differences and not to fight among themselves. G. V. Kapadia,
president of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee, regretted the
incident on behalf of the Hindus and hoped that such cowardly assaults
would not prevent the Maulana from doing his noble work in the cause
of freedom. Mrs. Lilavati Munshi asked the Mussalmans to work with
the Hindus for the emancipation of India as was done by the Turks and
the Egyptians. Dr. Mazarul Haque Gour said that such attacks had been
made before by pro-Government Mussalmans. He said he knew the
truth about the present assault on the Maulana. An eminent English
official, he said, whose name he did not want to disclose, had sent for
the Sardar of badmashs in Bombay and had consultation with him.
f
He proceeded to say that he was paid some money hrough " a certain
party " so that he could collect mawalis to break the Congress movement
and prevent the Mussalmans from joining it. He boasted that he had
obtained the names of 8 out of 200 badmashs engaged. Those people
attacked the Maulana end he was the next to be assaulted. Badrul
Hassan Ja!ali, who recently resigned the editorship of the Roznama-eKhrlafat denounced the attack on the Maulana and said that he was
surprised that there were such base people among them who would
attack A learned man who was their guest in Bombay. He added that
he was glad that the assault was made because in his opinion the seed
of Inqilab (revolution) always required the blood of such victims for its
growth. He hoped that the Mussalmans would not lag behind in the
cause of freedom. Maulana Ahmad Saeed maintained that he never
spoke anything against the Shariat. What he said was that the
Mussalmans should not lag behind in the fight for independence. It was
entirely false that he was in the pay of the Congress or that he could
be so k w as to sell the rights of the Mussalmans by siding with the
Congress.
Mus
with their Hindu brothers. A resolution expressing regret at the cowardly
assault made on Maulana Ahmad Saeed in the early hours of Saturday
last and declaring that such cowardly actions were against the traditions
of Islam and that no Mussalman could ever approve of them was
passed.
The Girgaum District Congress Committee held a public meeting at
Chikalwadi on the evening of the 11th. About 150 persons attended.
B. R. Dhurandhar presided. The president, Hiranath G. Wagle,
W. P. Kabadi, Dr. M. M. Suratkar and Ramchandra Sangamnerkar made
speeches exhorting the people to boycott foreign cloth and liquor and to
enlist themselves as volunteers to carry out Gandhi's programme. When
one of the speakers was addressing th© meeting a Bhapdan tiddy
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drawer was seen collecting toddy from a palm tree in the compound.
As soon as he came down some volunteers approached him and he
threw away the toddy and went away.
Jayant Dalai, the editor, printer and publisher of the Bombay Congress
Bulletin, was arrested last night under Section 124-A, I. P. Code. He
has been remanded to jail custody for a day. His case will be heard
tomorrow.
In view of the announcement in the press that the Bombay Provincial
Congress Committee was to take out a procession this evening from the
Congress House to go to the Fort area, I issued an order under
Section 23 of the Bombay City Police Act prohibiting it. The order was
served on the president and the secretary of the Bombay Provincial
Congress Committee and copies were pasted at conspicuous places in
and outside the Congress House.
I forward translations of Marathi and Gujerati cyclostyled leaflets
1
purporting to have been signed by Minoo CovajL A Maratha youth
was caught distributing these leaflets among the police. 1 have sent for
Coyaji to enquire whether he had published the leaflets. I am ordering
prosecution under Section 3 of the Police (Incitement to Disaffection)
Act, 1922 of the Maratha youth.
BOYCOTT OF FOREIGN CLOTH AND PICKETING
The Salt Scttyagraha came to an end on arrived of the monsoon in early
June. The Congress shifted its emphasis to boycott and picketing of
foreign cloth and liquor shops. It also refined and strengthened its
technique for more effective boycotts. The volunteers directed their
attention towards buyers and sellers. They picketed foreign cloth shops
to prevent sales, and pursued those who did buy until they surrendered
or handed back the purchase.
ahis secured pledges from merchants not to buy or sell
foreign cloth.
i
a watch on non-abiding sellers. Some dealers who violated the pledge
were fined also. The volunteers, particularly women, obstructed lorries
transporting foreign cloth.
The Desh Sevika volunteers were prominent in boycott and picketing.
They put strong pressure on the buyers of foreign cloth and liquor, and
at times they accompanied such persons to their home and put pressure
on their wives to bring them round.
Editor
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Bombay, 13th June 1930.
my

D. O.

No. 2858/H/3717, dated the 12th
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exhortation to the, noHce to participate in the movement and
abstain from assaulting the satyagrahis. They are, however, not enclosed
movement
and
due
to
paucity of space.

Yesterday the women volunteers picketed the foreign cloth shops at
Shaikh Memon Street, Shamshet Street and Bhendy Bazaar. There was
no picketing yesterday at any of the cloth markets which were closed
on account of the observance of Sholapur Day. Male volunteers
picketed shops in the Fort area.
The picketing of liquor shops was started yesterday in the F ward.
About 20 volunteers picketed 4 country liquor shops, 3 toddy shops and
a bar on Arthur Road, Parel Chawl Road, Lalbaug, Supari Baug Road,
Curry Road and Government Gate Road. There were 2 pickets at the
country liquor shops from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. The Arthur Road Bar was
picketed till 11 p.m. No customers went in while the pickets were
there. At about 6-30 p.m. a Madrasi came from the Curry Road
Station in a drunken condition. He was knocked about by a crowd of
millhands standing on the road, but he did not receive any serious
injury and walked away. The crowd warned him not to drink any more.
After the service of the order (copy attached) on the office-bearers of
the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee prohibiting the Sholapur
Day procession, Congress volunteers were sent out to beat a bataki and
invite the public to take part in the procession. By about 5 p.m. the
procession, which consisted of about 175 women and about 2,000 men
started from the Congress House. When it reached the Amin Nursery,
a short distance from the Congress House it was stopped by the police.
Gunvantlal Vrijlal Kapadia, B. R. Dhurandhar, J. N. Manjrekar and
Mrs. Perin Captain led the procession. They were followed by women.
The Deputy Commissioner of Police, Divisions, asked G. V. Kapadia to
disperse the procession. He replied that the creed of the Congress was
to defy Government orders but said that if the procession is allowed
to go on it would be as peaceful as those that went before. The Deputy
Commissioner then asked the ladies to go ahead but they refused.
Seeing the police cordon the processionists squatted on the road and
started singing national songs and plying their taklis. The spectators
who were at Lamington Road, then started to go in procession in
batches at about 5-30 p.m. Some went by Queen's Road, some by
Girgaum Road and some by other routes reaching the Esplanade Maidan
to attend the meeting.
At about 7 p.m. about 2,000 men came in procession from the direction
of Crawford Market to go to Flora Fountain. This procession was
stopped at Bori Bunder and asked to disperse. They refused and began
squatting on the road. A lathi charge was made and they dispersed.
Those who wanted to go to the meeting on the Esplanade Maidan were
allowed to do so. One police constaWe was injured on the leg by a stone.
A public meeting was held on the Esplanade Maidan at about 6-30 p.m.
to celebrate the Sholapur Day. Waman Pandurang Kabadi presided
and about 6,000 persons attended. Speeches were made by about n
dozen persons including W. T. Halai, R. G. Tripati, Umashanker Dixit,
Dr. Mrs. Mulladevi, Dr. M. M. Suratkar and Professor Jani. They
asked the people not to be discouraged by the repressive policy of Government and defy all unjust and repressive orders.
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At about 8.30 p.m. a procession consisting of about 6,000 men was
proceeding along Kalbadevi Road towards Esplanade. They were
stopped at Dhobi Talao. Shortly after the crowd began stoning the
police. They were dispersed by a lathi charge and in the stampede several
policemen and members of the public sustained minor injuries. At about
this time crowds began to collect on Larnington Road but the police
cleared it to let the traffic through. The mam Congress procession sat
near the Congress House till 12 midnight, when the police cordon was
withdrawn as my prohibitory order expired then. With the exception
of the ladies, those who were held up weixt in procession to the
Esplanade Maidan by the following route: Larnington Road, Opera
House, Girgaum Road, Thakurdwar, Dhobi Talao, Cruickshank Road,
Hornby Road, Museum and thence to the Esplanade Maidan via
Churchgate Street, Mayo Road and Waudby Road. Throughout the route
the processionists shouted the following slogans : —
"Inqilab Zindabad "
"Boycott British Goods"
"Viceroy Hai H a i "
7;
" Commissioner Hai Hai
" Healy-ka kayada tod-diya
" Boycott C. I. D . "
" Toadie bacha hai hai ".
There was a band with them. At Cruickshank Road a motor car
occupied by two Europeans and a lady was held up. The occupants
were jeered at and made to go, by another route. There was a demonstration in front of the Esplanade Police Station. When the procession
came along Mayo Road one of the volunteers put Gandhi's photo which
appeared in the Chronicle, on the Queen's statue. It was removed
immediately afterwards.
At the Esplanade Maidan a meeting was held at about 1-30 a.m.
(13-6-30). There were about 1,000 people present. It was addressed by
G. V. Kapadia, W. T. Halai, Dr. Mrs. Maya Devi, W. P. Kabadi and
Dr. M. H. Gour. The speakers complimented the people on their
defiance of the police order and advised them to boycott British goods
and sttop drinking. The meeting terminated at about 3 a.m.
About 35 persons are reported to have been injured by the lathi
charges at Dhobi Talao and at Bori Bunder. 15 of them have been
detained in the Congress Hospital.
I had a company of the East Lancashire Regiment at the Head Police
Office from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. My reason for prohibiting the procession
which was advertised as a mass procession and which was to have gone
along Hornby Road at a time when things would have been at their
busiest, was to prevent disorganisation of traffic.
A-115 —13—A.
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I forward herewith a translation of an appeal to the police issued in
cyclostyle form over the signature of D. S. NagarmaV. I also attach
2
a translation of the Maratjhi issue of the Congress Bulletin , dated 12th
June 1930 regarding the police.
I attach a typed copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin No. 45 dated
the 12th instant. I got only one copy yesterday which I have kept on
record.
Jayant Dalai, the editor of the Bulletin, was convicUed today under
Section 124-A and sentenced to 2 years' rigorous imprisonment by the
Chief Presidency Magistrate. The cyclostyle machines seized at the
Congress House were ordered to be confiscated.
I attach a cutting from the Bombay Chronicle, dated the 13th instant,
giving a report of the proceedings of the meeting of the Parsis held at
Cowasji Jehangir Hall on the 12th instant.
Enquiries are being mad.fi to trace D. S. Nagarmal.
NOTICE
Whereas, it has been publicly announced that there will be a mass
procession today, Thursday the 12th June 1930, under the auspices of
the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee which will start from the
Congress House and proceed via Lamington Road, Girgaum Road,
Hornby Road to Esplanade Maidan.
I, Daniel Healy, Esquire, officiating Commissioner of Police for the
City of Bombay, being of opinion that it is necessary for the preservation
of the public peace to prohibit this procession do hereby, by virtue
of the power vested in me by Section 23, Sub-Section (3) of the City of
Bombay Police Act 1902, prohibit the aforesaid procession.
Head Police Office:
D. HEALY,
Bombay, 12th June 1930.
Offg. Commissioner of Police.
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 45.
Bombay, 12th June 1930
GOVERNMENT WAGES WAR ON CHILDREN.—The Bal Bharat
Sabha of Lahore is an organisation of young children mostly between the
ages of 10 and 14. It has been doing splendid work in the field of social
welfare. That the souls of little children even should be lit with the
flame of devotion to their country is a matter which is a tyrant Government cannot brook. The City Magistrate of Lahore has served notice
on the infant leaders of this boy organisation to remove the free kitchen
they had established in Morigate Municipal Garden and to appear before
the City Magistrate. The boys have refused to do either. We await the
police action. But can cowardice go further ?
SNEAKY TOMMIES TRY TO STEAL THE CONGRESS FLAG.
At Lucknow two British soldiers are tried to revive their memories of
appeal stealing. They climbed up a shed adjoining the Congress House
with the intention of stealing the Congress Flag. They soon beat a
1
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f
° to the police to disapprove of the Satanic atrocities of the Govt,
and free themselves from devilish slavery. It is not reproduced here.
It was similar to the above leaflet.
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Cowardly retreat and the National Flag continued tq wave defiance to
the foreign tyrant.
THE KARACHI MASSACRE.—The crowd was under control still the
Police charged. One mercilessly beaten boy was not even attended to.
No warning of any kind was given to the crowd that the firing will
be resorted to.
There was no justification for the firing at all.
The crowd was not unruly or menacing.
The Police who fired were hidden behind a thick wall, and consequently
the people had no idea that the firing would ensue.
Bullets used were absolutely unjustified.
These are the extracts from the Report of the Enquiry Committee
for the Karachi firing on April 16th.
NO-TAX CAMPAIGN IN THE PUNJAB.—The farmers and the
peasants of the villages—Giwing and Jahan have threatened non-paymemt
of Land Revenue, if the punitive police and punitive tax is not removed
at once. We congratulate ithem for their brave resolve.
*

*

1

SJT. JAYANT DALAL.—Sjt. Jayant Dalai has been remanded to
custody for 24 hours. He will be placed on trial tomorrow at 12 noon.
CONGRESS
PROPAGANDA
IN LABOUR
AREA.—Intensive
propaganda is being done by Congress volunteers in the Bombay labour
area since the beginning of this movement.* Volunteers visit the whole
labour area and mill quarters and after studying the practical conditions
of the workers they begin constructive work there. Handbills are daily
distributed amongst these labourers explaining to them the full contents
of the handbill. Most of tjhese leaflets deal with the economical and
political significance of the boycott of foreign cloth and the evils of
drinking habit. In this connection the Textile Workers' Union, the
Railway Workers' Union and other trade unions are helping the Congress
to a very great extent. The workers themselves have begun to take
much interest in mass meetings arranged by the Congress committees and
attend in large numbers those meetings which are conducted in front of
mills and maidans near their quarters. Volunteers approach often these
workers personally and take great difficulty in explaining to them
" Why you should not drink ' \ " Why you should boycott Foreign
Cloth ", " Why we in India are today so much suffering as a Nation *
and other similar subjects. For instance we give below how our
volunteers had been able to induce some of the drunkards to give up
their habit : A clerk in the G. T. M. Office of the B. B. & C. I. Rly.
was met by one of our volunteers on duty approaching a tavern. The
volunteer persuaded him not to drink in future and the very cup which
has been filled with liquor was dashed to pieces by he himself. He
solemnly promised not to touch liquor or any intoxicating alcohol in
future. Another similar instance took place when a Christian lady who
', After the conviction of Jayant Dalai, Maneklal Gandhi edited the Congress
Bulletin.
?
. Participation of labour was very important for the success cf the movement,

.
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was on the point of going out of her house to set fire to all the liquo^
shops of the locality. She complained that her husband was giving
a lot of trouble when he was under the control of liquor.
There are very few big foreign cloth shops in the labour area. There
are only some retail shopkeepers who make their purchases from some
of the big shops in Fort area. It is also to be noted that foreign cloth
in the name of khaddar is being sold to these poor labourers who are
unable to distinguish between "what is Swadeshi cloth and what is
videshi cloth". Taking advantage of the illiteracy of these workers who
really ask for Indian made cloth by some of the petty cloth merchants
is to be deeply regretted.
All informations regarding the import of liquor, the number of
customers attending each tavern and other similar useful information
required for the picketing of liquor shops are being collected by the
Congress volunteers who after studying the situation make the necessary
arrangements for propaganda work to be done there. Regarding hartals
and other activities of the Congress the Bombay mill workers rendered
a very great help. Still much is needed to be done in the labour area
and our volunteers have taken this work in hand with great enthusiasm.
POLICE COMMISSIONER'S ORDER.—The Officiating Commissioner
of Police, Bombay, has issued orders prohibiting today's Sholapur Day
Procession. The police very well know that the procession is to be
a peaceful procession and in spite of that their issuing such orders under
imaginary apprehension that there is likely to be a breach of peace is
to be pitied. The Government and the people very well know how far
the Government have acted on such imaginary fears thereby obstructing
peaceful demonstrations of the people. The latest move on the part of
the authorities is surely a challenge to our national honour. We invite
the public to attend the procession in thousands and thus defy the
tyrant's law.
*

*

*

BOMBAY CHRONICLE
Dated 13/6/30.
PARSI SUPPORT.—Enthusiastic scenes marked the proceedings of the
meeting of Parsis held at Sir C. J. Hall on Thursday evening when the
whole hall and the galleries were packed to overflowing and a large part
of which was formed by ladies.
More than half a dozen speakers made speeches on the present situation
exhorting the audience to join the national movement, and they were
vociferously cheered with shouts of " Gandhiji Ki Jai", "Vir Nariman
Ki J a i " etc. Admission was by tickets, and the proceedings amounting
to over Rs. 900 will go to the Parsi Satyagrahis Fund.
The chair was kept vacant, as Mrs. Perin Captain, who was to have
presided, was prevented from coming by the police blockade at the
Congress House. In her message to the audience, she said " the minority
communities have the power to become the majority communities by
(their sacrifice and service to the cause of our country's freedom. I make
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a special appeal to my Parsi brothers in the auxiliary force to do their
duty by their motherland. I also include all the college-going students
in this earnest appeal of mine."
Mr. Burjorji F. Bharucha condemned the excesses committed on the
Dharasana satyagrahis as inhuman.
Among those who took part in these excesses were two Parsis,
Alamshah and Antia. He (Mr. Bharucha) had told one of them that
" the day of reckoning is very soon for you ". The history of Dharasana
would be written in different inks. The non-violence, courage and
patience of the satyagrahis would be inscribed in letters of gold.
ECONOMIC EXPLOITATION.—Prof. Shroff, who spoke as an
economist, said that the Parsis were known for their loyalty to constituted
authority i.e., the Government. But this authority during their rule of
150 years, had not given Indians the necessary conditions to advance
socially and politically.
The object of their rule was the economic exploitation of the Indian
people, which was frankly confessed by prominent British politicians like
Lord Brentford and recently by Lords Rothermere and Beaverbrook.
INDEPENDENCE—THE CURE.—Proceeding, .the speaker said, he
fully agreed with Mahatmaji tjhat the only possible cure for our present
condition was the " substance of independence " which, as an economist,
he regarded as an absolutely essential condition for their social and
economic progress.
He earnestly appealed to the Parsis to take to Swadeshi which was the
most powerful weapon to compel the Government to give up their
economic and political domination. " Swadeshi is our sheet-anchor", he
concluded.
Dr. Dinshaw Gagrat spoke with enthusiasm about the great selfsacrifice of several Parsis some of whom were in jail (cheers). Those
^arsis who were outside the jails should help the sister communities to
win Swaraj. The Parsi ladies should take a lead in the present movement.
The boycott programme alone would win Swaraj.
PARSI PRIEST SPEAKS—Mr. Erward Kutar, a Parsi " Mobad ", said
that the Parsis were fortunate that their feelings of humanity were aroused
by official excesses and had joined the national struggle, under the banner
of Gandhiji, which was based on truth, the essence of Zoroastrian religion.
The Parsis were steeping for some time, but Nariman's noble example
had stired them.
They were fortunate to have a sait like Gandhiji in this Kaliyug. The
f
Parsis must join in the struggle to demonstra e that soul force was more
powerful than bayonets and machine guns.
GANDHIJFS GREATNESS.—Mr. Chollu, one of the Parsi satyagrahis
who were arrested at Wadala, said that though he had given his age as
32 years, he was released as being under age along with several others
(laughter). He compared Mahatma Gandhi to their Prophet Zoroaster
who had refused to give up his religion despite persecution.
He appealed to Parsi women to read and think about the lives of
Dadabhai Naoroji and other heroes, so that their children might also
be heroes.
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THEN AND NOW.—Mr. Rustom H. Wadia said that they must
refuse to be terrorised. Six months ago during the mill strike when
the millowners of Bombay requested the Viceroy to declare picketing
by Red Flag volunteers illegal, he had refused to do so. But now, the
same Viceroy had declared picketing unlawful because it sounded the
death knell of the economic domination of India by Lancashire and
Manchester.
Mr. Homi Kapadia, in a spirited speech, said that the Government had
fooled Indians with hopes of equality in 1914. Par sis must strongly
condemn the action of those of their co-religionists who had taken part
in the excesses at Dharasana.
Mr. Nosheerwan Jhabvala said that last year when he defended his
1
brother S. H. Jhabvala in the Meerut Conspiracy case, he applied for
a transfer of his case to Allahabad demanding trial by jury. The
Magistrate then quoted the dictum of a famous philosopher that " man is
a political animal". He was glad that Mahatmaji's movement had
brought out this political consciousness of the Parsis.
R. T. CONSPIRACY.—Dr. Kaikhosru Dadachanji in a humorous
speech ridiculed those who still had hopes in the Round Table
U
Conspiracy", especially the Trustees of the Parsi Panchayat who were
too conservative to be fit to lead the Parsis of today.
Mr. Bharucha rounding up the proceedings said that Parsis must show
their true spirit by joining the movement. They must boycott every
wriiting that was tame and weak and timid (shouts of " boycott Jame
lavished"). Concluding he quoted : Fight, strive and struggle on.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 2887/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE.

Bombay, 14th June 1930.

Dear Mr. Collins,
• In continuation of my D. O. No. 2876/H/3717, dated the 13th
June 1930.
Yesterday the women volunteers picketed the foreign cloth shops at
Mulji Jetha Market, Shaikh Memo Street. Null Bazaar, Bhendy Bazaar,
Falkland Road, Charni Road, Girgaum, Vadgadi, Lalbaug and Dadar.
In the Fort 11 shops were picketed by the Congress volunteers. At Dadar
the cutlery and stationery shops were also picketed by male and female
volunteers.
I attach a cutting from the Times of India, dated the 14th instant,
giving a report of a meeting held yesterday by the Bombay Native Piece
Goods Merchants' Association at Mulji Jetha Market in connection with
their protest against the new Ordinances.
About 28 liquor shops were picketed yesterday by about 60 Congress
volunteers at Chinehpokli, Parel Chawl Road, Kalachowki, Arthur Road,
I;
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Suparibaug Road, Lalbaug, Curry Road, Vincent Road and Dadar.
Last evening a party of about 15 Mohammedans waited at the corner
of the B. D. D. Chawls at Naigaum and snatched away two bottles of
country liquor purchased by two Hindu customers from a liquor shop
at Dadar Road opposite ithe Hindmata Cinema. At Lalbaug a Christian
and a woman were roughly handled when they came out of the Bar after
having a drink. One Mohammedan drunkard was mobbed by some
millhands at Kalachowki Road last night. It is reported that the Congress
volunteers took him away in a taxi with the intention of putting him in
the Congress Hospital, but for some reason or other changed their minds
and brought him back again. He was removed to the K. E. M. Hospital
this morning by the Police.
In the E Ward Congress volunteers go about in batches of 5 to 6 with
a national flag and advise the people at every street corner to abstain
from drink.
On the 12th the National Amateur Dramatic Company gave a benefit
1
performance of Sanshaya Kallol in aid of the Congress Funds. About
200 persons attended the performance and Rs. 450 were realised.
I forward herewith copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin No. 45
(wrongly numbered 45 instead of 46), dated the 13th June.
Yours sincerely,
K. J. PETIGARA,
for Commissioner of Police.

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 45.
Bombay, 13th June 1930.
BOMBAY GOVERNMENT STULTIFIES ITSELF.—Defiance of
a law which Britain has desecrated by the perversion of its use, has
assumed the sacredness of a commandment for the Indian Nation and
in the spirited defiance of the public yesterday, Bombay realised its own
effete function. " I , Daniel Healy, Esquire,
do hereby prohibit this
procession". Yet all the batoned, lathied bullying forces of Daniel
Healy, Esq., and of the Government he serves could not break the
determination of the people. The main procession was ceremoniously
stopped at Lamington Road. As soon as the news got round that the
procession has been blocked, there emerged from every street, every
monona, every crossing and corner a procession to defy the order. The
police posted forces all along the route. Four processions were blocked
and two were assaulted with lathis. Still processions came and wended
their way in open defiance. All through the night till very near morn
the city was like a dynamo. Faced with a deliberate breaking of the
law, Daniel Healy, Esq., consoled himself by breaking a few heads,
assaulting some children and beating a retreat at 12 O'clock under cover
of his own slippery law. Does the Government still feel that they can
K A Marathi musical pJay by Govind BalJal Deval.
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enforce their tyrant law in the face of the united will of the Indian
Nation to be Free ?
*

*

PICKETING OF LIQUOR SHOPS.—The F Ward District Congress
Committee has inaugurated a vigorous campaign of picketing in the
Lalbaug area. Sixty volunteers picketed 15 liquor shops with complete
success. They also held five propaganda meetings during the course of
the evening.
ME£ A.GE FROM JAYANT DALAL.—The challenge thrown out to
the Congress Bulktin which I had the privilege to serve is an insult
offered to the Youth of India. Youth all over the world have been the
torch-beaiers of Liberty. Comrades, will there be any in this hallowed
land who will still skulk in their schools and colleges and not join this
great struggle for Independence ?
ions
The Bombay
from Simla is to decide upon the necessity of the B. P. C. C. being
Then shall
declared illegal. We
the real Civil Disobedience begin, and a tottering empire shall crush to
its doom.
TIMES OF INDIA
14th June 1930.
THE NEW ORDINANCE BOMBAY NATIVE PIECEGOODS
MERCHANTS' PROTEST.—The Bombay Native Piecegoods Merchants'
Association met on Friday to consider the Ordinance recently promulgated
1
by His Excellency the Viceroy against picketing foreign cloth shops ,
Mr. Vithaldas D. Govindji presiding.
Mr. Gordhandas G. Morarji moved ; " This meeting of the Bombay
5
Native Piecegoods Merchants Association enters its strong and emphatic
protest against the Ordinance recently promulgated by H. E. the Viceroy,
particularly the one aimed against the picketing of foreign cloth shops,
and declares that they are highly objectionable and that the piece goods:
merchants do not want any Ordinance for the protection of their
trade."
Mr. Morarji said the picketing that was now being carried on was
peaceful and could not be held to be illegal just because the picketers
quietly told the would be purchasers that it was a more patriotic thing
to buy "Swadeshi" cloth. He thought the situation had been aggravated
by the promulgation of this Ordinance.
Mr. Dharamsy Madhavji seconded the resolution. He said they could
not keep silence on the subject, because if they did not protest against
the Ordinance it would mean that /they approved of it. Mr. Dwarkadas
Jivandas said if the European merchants wanted to stay in this country
they should live in peace and amity with their Indian brethren in the
trade and exercise their influence with Government and tell them to desist
from their present repressive policy.
-

the.Congress policy. They also attributed the economic depression of 1910 direct!v
to the fiscal policy of the Govt, of India which protected the interest of the British
industry in Lancashire and Manchester,
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The Chairman suggested that the sole object issuing the Ordinance
seemed to him to be protection of the Manchester trade.
The resolution was carried.
NATIONAL FLAG.—Mr. Hiralal Amratlal then moved that with
a view to expressing their disapproval of the present policy of Government those of the members of the Association, who held titles, be
recommended to give them up.
There was some difference among the members whether the resolution
should be passed at that stage, and it was eventually resolved to postpone
the consideration of the question for a month.
It was next resolved that whenever an occasion arose in connection
with the Association, only the National Flag should be displayed either
in the hall of the Association or outside it.
In the last resolution the Association protested against the action of
the Police and the Military at Sholapur, Wadala, Worli and elsewhere in
connection with the satyagraha movement.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 2932/H/37I7.

Hi-AD POLICE OFFICE.

Bombay, 16th June 1930.

My dear Collins,
Tn continuation of my D. O. No. 2887/H/3717. dated the 14th
June 1930.
T forward herewith a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin, dated the
1
14th June 1930. There was no issue of the Bulletin on the 15th.
I forward translations of two Marathi leaflets issued over the signature
of Laxman Govind Khanolkar, satyagraha volunteer No. 885, appealing
2
to the police not to be a party to repression by Government.
On the 14th two Congress volunteers, who gave their names as "Irwin"
and "Swadesh Sevak", were arrested by the Dock Police for attempting
to spread disaffection among the members of the police force by
distributing objectionable leaflets in Marathi. They were prosecuted
under Section 3 of the Police (Incitement to Disaffection) Act XXXI
of 1922. They were convicted and sentenced to 6 months' rigorous
imprisonment and a fine of Rs. 200 or in default 6 weeks' rigorous
imprisonment each. Two more Congress volunteers named Chimanlal
Nagardas Patel and Ganpat Shamrao Faterpekar were arrested by the
Bhoiwada Police the same day for distributing objectionable leaflets
among the police. Their case is pending.
I have ordered the prosecution of G. V. Kapadia, president of the
Bombay Provincial Congress Committee, and B. R. Dhurandhar and
N. J. Manjrekar, joint secretaries, for disobeying my order prohibiting
the procession on the 12th. B. R. Dhurandhar was arrested on the 14th.
Kapadia is at Allahabad and is expected back shortly. Manjrekar has
1
2

Because the editor Maneklal Ganchi had been arrested,
Not reproduced here.
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been arrested today. I have also ordered the prosecution of Manecklal
Gandhi, the editor of the Congress Bulletin, under Section 117 L P . Code
for inciting people to disobey my order of the 12th prohibiting the
procession. He was also arrested today.
On the 14th two meetings were held—one at Kushaba's Wadi, Byculla,
and the other at Tilak Bridge. 500 persons attended the former and
about 300 the latter meeting. At the former meeting W. P. Kabadi,
S. L. Silam, Atmaram Godbole and Balkrishna Surve made speeches
asking the peop^ not to be afraid of the new ordinances and advising
them to continue the movement. T. R. Naravane, W. P. Kabadi, J. R. Dev,
Atmaram Godbole and K. A. Parmeshwaram advised the people at the
latter meeting to Jake to swadeshi, boycott foreign cloth and give up
liquor. Students were requested to join the movement.
The picketing of foreign cloth shops by women volunteers was
continued at Girgaum, Charni Road, Shamshet Street, Bhendy Bazaar,
Falkland Road, Gulalwadi, Parel and Dadar on the 14th. Male
volunteers carried on picketing in the Fort area as before. On the 15th
the picketing of foreign cloth shops was carried out at Shamshet Street,
Bhendy Bazaar and Lalbaug.
On the 14th picketing of liquor shops was carried out at Kalachowki
Road, Parel Road, Chinchpokli, Suparibaug Road, Lalbaug, Dadar, Sewri
Parel village, Naigaum, Bhoiwada, Jacob's Circle, Haines Road and Clerk
Road. In all 57 liquor shops were picketed by about 125 volunteers.
On the 15th the picketing of liquor shops was carried on the whole day
and it was extended to Kamatipura, Duncan Road, Bellasis Road,
Mazagaon, Ghorupdeo, Reay Road and Byculla. On the whole 74 liquor
shops were picketed by about 150 volunteers.
Batuk T. Desai, of the Bombay Presidency Youth League, has been
n
organising ' Vanar Sena (Monkey Army) in which boys under 12 years
of age are enlisted. On Sunday morning about 125 children under the
age of 12 were drilled on the Gowalia Tank Maidan. They were then
taken to the Congress House from where they dispersed, About
150 Congress volunteers also paraded on the Gowalia Tank Maidan.
It was announced in the Bombay Samachar of the 15th that a procession
would be taken out in memory of Garhwal Day from Chaupatty to the
Esplanade Maidan on the evening of the 15th. Leaflet in Hindi over
the signature of 'Navajavan' were also distributed informing the public
of the procession. Enquiries showed that the Bombay Youth League
had nothing to do with this proposed procession. It appears to have
been an idea of some irresponsible youths. I ordered the police to
disperse the procession if it started. There was heavy rain all day and
no procession materialised.
A procession organised by the F Ward District Congress Committee
in connection with the bovcott of foreign cloth was taken out from the
maidan opposite 'the K. E. M. Hospital in the afternoon of the 15th.
It consisted of about 500 persons. It went along Supari Baug Road,
Arthur Road Bridge, DeLisle Road, Elphinstone Road, Poibavdi, Dadar
1
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Road, Parsi Colony and terminated at Naigaum Cross Road. Cloth
placards bearing the inscriptions " Deliver foreign clothes for burning",
' Give up vices such as toddy and liquor", " Enroll in the National
army " and " Complete independence is the immediate objective of India "
were carried. After the procession a bonfire of foreign clothes was made
on the open maidan near the Hind Mata Cinema. Mrs. Jamnaben lit
the bonfire. K. A. Parmeshwaram poured kerosene oil on it. S. B.
Mahadeshwar, Umashankar Dixit, T. R. Naravane, Dr. M. M. Suratkar
and G. S. Kanthi made speeches advocating the boycott of foreign cloth
and all British goods. The workers were asked to join the Congress in
large numbers.
This morning about 50 Congress volunteers from A and C wards took
out a procession from the Esplanade Maidan. They went through
Kalbadevi, Bhuleshwar, Thakurdwar, Girgaum and broke up at
Bhangwadi.
The merchants of the Mulji Jetha Market are meditating closing the
cloth market for a month if the Ordinances against molestation and
boycott are not immediately withdrawn. Signatures are being taken to
ascertain how many of the merchants are in favour of closing the
market.
Pandit Motilal Nehru is expected to come to Bombay tomorrow.
It is said that he is on his way to Gujarat.
51 volunteers employed on the picketing of shops in the Fort area
have been arrested up to the time of writing and sentenced to four
months' rigorous imprisonment each. Crowds gathered round Whiteaway Laidlaw's shop when the arrests took place and on their refusal
of disperse the Police dispersed them by force. Bulletin No. 47, dated
1
16th June is attached.
NOTE.—Of he 51 men convicted 21,122 refused to give their names
to Court.

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
*

No. 46.

14th June 1930.
*

*

*

The students of Lahore have left schools and colleges. In Bombay
number of youths have been sent to jail? What reply the students of
Bombay are going to make ? Let empity school and college buildings
give the reply.
BOMBAY GOVERNMENT vs. SECRETARY OF STATE.—A local
paper reports that Sir Frederick Sykes, the Governor of Bombay,
accompanied by Sir Ernest Hotson, Home Member to the Government
of Bombay, arrived in Bombay from Poona by the Poena Express at
7-30 p.m. on Friday. It is understood that the new Ordinance prohibiting
1

Tbn bulletin expressed the nation's resolve to wage a relentless war against the Government that stood for ruthless exploitation of the Indian economy and protection of
vested interests. Millhands participated in the bonfire of foreign cloth. The bulletin is
not reproduced here due to paucity of space.
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picketing will be brought into force in Bombay from Saturday onwards
and that the sudden visit of the Governor and the Home Member to
this city has something to do with this decision.
We are mystified who rules India or rather pretends to rule this country.
For, according to the statement issued by the Liberal Party, the Secretary
of State had long ago realised the futility of compelling the sale of
British goods at the point of the bayonet. As pointed out by Mr. Benn,
no force can compel the Indian peasant or any Indian to buy British
products. A disconxnded India can and will, make the boycott of
British goods effective, while we are sure, a contented, free and prosperous
India will be a willing buyer of British goods. Although no doubt she
may try and produce, as far as possible all her requirements, British
trade will be more safe and thriving in a Dominion India than in India
as a dependency.
*

*

*
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 2953/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE.

Bombay, 17th June 1930.

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 2932/H/3717, dated the 16th
June 1930.
The two Congress volunteers Chimanlal Nagardas Patel and Gaupta
Shamrao Faterpekar, who were prosecuted under Section 3 of the Police
Incitement to Disaffection Act, were convicted by the Presidency
Magistrate, 7th Court, and sentenced to 6 months' rigorous imprisonment
each. A Congress volunteer named Tukaram Dhcmdu, who was
distributing leaflets amongst the Police on the 12th signed by Minoo
Coyaji, was sentenced to six months' rigorous imprisonment of the 16th.
A warrant has been taken out against Minoo Coyaji.
1
I forward a translation of a Marathi leaflet issued by the satyagraha
committee of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee advising the
people to continue the fight peacefully and to refrain from collecting in
the streets and being rowdy, etc.
The picketing of cloth shops was continued at Bhendy Bazaar and at
Dadar.
Yesterday 20 liquor shops were picketed in the E ward ; there was
one volunteer at each shop. In the F Ward 22 shops were picketed
by about 25 volunteers.
Owing to the fact that two Parsis were alleged to have been beaten
by Sergeants while the crowds that had collected in the vicinity of
Whiteaway Laidlaw's shop were being dispersed, a number of young
Parsis assembled at the Petit Institute next to Whiteaway Laidlaw's in
the evening and were determined on having a row. They jeered at and
1

Not reproduced here.
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provoked the police in every possible manner and the result was, as
might have been anticipated, that the Police charged them and dispersed
them by force. About 40 persons altogether were injured during the day
16 of whom were taken to the Congress Hospital and six were detained
1

I attach a copy of Superintendent Home's report. The Deputy
Commissioner of Police, Special Branch, went to Whiteaway Laidlaw's
this morning and talked to the Parsi youths whom he found there with
regard to yesterday's happenings. He thinks he has succeeded in pacifying
them.
About 40 volunteers paraded on the Esplanade Maidan and about
100 on the Gowalia Tank Maidan this morning.
B. R. Dhurandhar and N. J. Manjrekar, Secretaries of the Bombay
Provincial Congress Committee, were convicted by the Chief Presidency
Magistrate under Section 188 I. P. Code today and sentenced to six
months' rigorous imprisonment each. Mane klal Gandhi was convicted
under Section 117 I. P. Code read with Section 188 I. P. Code. He
was sentenced to 6 months' rigorous imprisonment under Section 117 and
one day's rigorous imprisonment under Sect •n 188 I. P. Code and the
sentences to run concurrently.
Indrajit Govindlal Thakore and G. B. Mahashabde have been appointed
Secretaries of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee in place of
B. R. Dhurandhar and N. J. Manjrekar. Thakore is the son of a pleader
of Bombay and Mahashabde is on the stag of the Navakal.
26 picketers were arrested today in the Fort area, 7 sentenced to
4 months' R. I. each.

CONFIDENTIAL
No. 2989/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE.

Bombay, 18th June 1930.

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 2953/H/3717, dated the 17th
June 1930.
I send you the translation of a Marathi leaflet issued over the
signature of L. G. Khanolkar concerning the police. Inquiries are being
made to trace him.
I attach a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin, dated 17th June
illustrating the 11 points of Gandhi sold at half an anna each.
Yesterday there was no picketing by the women pickets anywhere in
the city. The Mulji Jetha, the Lakhmidas and the Morarji Goculdas
markets remained closed as a protest against the charges made by the
police to disperse the crowds at Whiteaway Laidlaw's on the 16th.
Yesterday 22 liquor shops were picketed by about 25 volunteers in
the F Ward. In the E Ward 14 shops were picketed. There was one
1

Not reproduced, as its substance is covered in this report.
2
It contains an appeal to the police to defy government orders.
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volunteer at each shop. In the G Ward only one toddy shop on Lady
Jamshedji Road was picketed by two volunteers. At] the Ripon Bar at
Null Bazaar two Gujarati boys unconnected with the Congress were
noticed picketing yesterday evening. They were removed by the
Maharbouri Police and subsequently allowed to go.
Minoo Coyaji was arrested yesterday evening at the Unity Club, Grant
Road. He was convicted by the Chief Presidency Magistrate today and
sentenced to 6 months' rigorous imprisonment and to pay a fine of
Rs. 200 or in default 6 weeks' rigorous imprisonment under Section 3 of
toe Police (Incitement to Disaffection) Act XXII of 1922.
Pandit Motilal Nehru arrived in Bombay from Allahabad this morning.
On behalf of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee he was received
at Victoria Terminus by Vithalbhai J. Patel, Mrs. Perin Captain,
Mrs. Lilavati Munshi, Indrajit G. Thakore, G. B. Mahashabde, Dr. Abdus
Salam, Ekambaram Iyer, Y. K. Parulkar, Mrs. Ratanben Mehta and
Balubhai T. Desai. He was garlanded amidst cries of "Vande Mataram",
'Tnqilab Zindabad", "Pandit Motilal ki jai" and "Mahatma Gandhi ki
jai" ! He was then taken in procession in a motor car tq the Congress
House along Fort Street, Hornby Road, Lohar Street, Kalbadevi Road,
Bhuleshwar, C. P. Tank and Girgaum Back Road. G. V. Kapadia who
came along with Motilal Nehru, also took part in the procession. The
procession consisted of about 15,000 people including about a thousand
Congress volunteers and about 200 Desk Sevikas. The bands of the
Dana Bunder Hindu residents, Cutchi Lohana Volunteer Corps and the
Bhatia Volunteer Corps played along the route and the processionists
raised cries of "Boycott High Court", "Boycott C. I. D.", "British Sarkar
ka nash Ho" and "Boycott British goods". Pandit Motilal Nehru was
garlanded at various places along the route.
I forward herewith a copy of Inspector Derojinsky's report on R. P.
1
Russel who was in the vicimity of Whiteaway Laidlaw's shop at the time
of the disturbances on the 16th.
I send you herewith copies of leaflets in English distributed yesterday.
One P. A. Parab, Congress volunteer No. 1452, who was arrested on
the 15th under Section 4 of Ordinance V of 1930, for picketing a liquor
shop at Mazagaon, was convicted by the Presidency Magistrate, 2nd
Court, and sentenced to 3 months' rigorous imprisonment on the 17th.
4 more volunteers who were arrested in the Fort yesterday were
convicted and sentenced to 4 months' rigorous imprisonment today.
Twenty-five picketers were arrested in the Fort today, of whom 18 were
sentenced to 4 months' rigorous imprisonment, and the remainder will
be tried tomorrow. About midday a constable in mufti is alleged to have
thrown stones near Whiteaway Laidlaw's shop at the Police in order to
provoke a quarrel. The public set upon him and he was roughly
handled. In order to rescue him the Police were obliged to charge the
crowd. As I have not yet got the Superintendent's report I am unable
to give full particulars today.
1

Not reproduced here. Russell, an American,
supported the Indian Revolution.

condemned the recent Ordinance and
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The apparent explanation for the dead-set that has been made on
Whiteaway Laidlaw's shop is that the Manager was rude to the picketers
when picketing first started before the ordinance came into force and
also that he protested to> His Excellency the Governor against the
picketing.

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 48.
Bombay, 17th June 1930.
THE WHITEMAN'S ORDINANCE.—That the Picketing Ordinance
is only another hysteric exhibition of the Whiteman's arrogance is evident
from the way in which it is being enforced in Bombay city. While it
was loudly announced that the Ordinance will be applicable to the whole
of the Bombay city and certain parts of the Presidency iits actual
application was restricted to one little street where the perspiring English
salesman counts his pounds, shilling, pence. Can the vicious motive of
this Ordinance stand further exposed.
The enforcing of the order was accompanied by the usual acts of
cowardliness. The large numbers of people that collected and would
have dispersed on the mildest persuasion were provocatingly charged
with lathis. The sergeants ran amock and entered private buildings in
their chase and assaulted innocent people pursuing their ordinary
avocations. The following statement of an eye-witness will give a fair
account of the Lathi Raj:
"As usual I had been to Fort on business. At about 6 p.m. I saw
Indian police and European Sergeants beating mercilessly a crowd that
was standing on the Hornby Road. At this time I happened to see
one European Officer in civil dress and told that all Parsis are not
satyagrahis and he should not expect them to remain non-violent when
one of the European Sergeants slapped a Parsi youth in the premises
of the J. J. Institute. At this he expressed his regret and at the same
time requested me to ask the crowd to disperse within 10 minutes and
if not he would not hesitate to ask his men to charge the crowd with
lathis. Meanwhile I saw two Hindus and some Bhora gentlemen
arguing with the crowd asking them not to move an inch from the
place where they stand but be on the alert to face bravely whatever
may be the consequences. When I saw that the crowd was too big
and it was a sheer impossibility for all of them to disperse within such
a short time, I suggested to the officer in question that if ithey wanted
peace to exist it would be better if they themselves were to move from
the place and tjhat the whole crowd would dispers of its own accord
automatically when they have left the place. At this suggestion the
officer said "We will not move from this place under any circumstances
and I repeat if the crowd fails to disperse within 5 minutes I will see
a general lathi charge is commenced".
No sooner than this dialogue was finished I saw pojlice chasing peaceful crowd and beating with lathis and other dangerous weapons they had
in their possession one and all who, came in their way. Not satisfied

1 f
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with assaulting those on the road they climbed up the staircase of Petit
Library and began beating mercilessly those members of the Library
who happened to stand in the portico. The crowd I saw assaulted by
police consisted of educated and peaceful Parsi gentlemen and clerks
returning home from their offices.
In today's lathi charge police has purposely picked out the Parsis as
victims with motives best known to them. I may add that I am
reliably informed that a Sergeant went to a tram car stopping in front
of Whiteaway Laidlaw & Co. and assaulted severely a Parsi gentleman
who was boarding the tram car. At this unexpected charges the man fell
down and he was again kicked and severely beaten with lathis.
With my heart burning and tears tickling out of my eyes I left this field
of horror.
Account given to us by Sjt. B. Dinshaw, an aged Parsi gentleman and
a general merchant.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 3011/H/3717.

1

HEAD POLICE OFFICE.

Bombay, 19th June 1930.

Dear Mr. Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 2989/H/3717, dated the 18th
June 1930.
I send you herewith a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin, dated
the 18th June 1930, together with a free translation of the Gujerati issue
1
of the Bulletin of the same date . I also attach translations of two
Marathi leaflets addressed to the members of the police by Laxman
Govind Khanolkar asking the policemen not to be treacherous to their
motherland. Two volunteers were arrested while distributing these
leaflets, and are being prosecuted.
Yesterday the picketing of the liquor shops was continued in the E and
F wards. About 31 liquor shops in the F ward and 16 in the E ward
were picketed by about 50 volunteers.
Gunvantlal Vrijlal Kapadia, the president? of the Bombay Provincial
Congress Committee, surrendered himself to the police last night. He
was convicted and sentenced by the Chief Presidency Magistrate today
to 6 months' rigorous imprisonment under Section 188 I. P. Code.
About 500 students of the Aryan Education Society's school at
Girgaum Back Road did not attend the school yesterday and remained
outside to see the procession organised in connection with Pandit
Motilal Nehru's arrival. After the procession passed by these students
marched t<o the Ram Mohan School at Prarthana Samaj and tried to get
out the students from that school' by making a demonstration in front of
the school. The students of the Ram Mohan School asked to be allowed
out but the principal refused permission. The students of the Aryan
Education Society's School then went to the Robert Money School near
1

2

& Not reproduced due to paucity of space.

209
the Congress House. The Principal informed' the- police, and the boys
vviio were making a demonstration outside were driven away. They then
succeeded in getting out some boys of the Gokhale Education Society's
School which is also located near the Congress House, and then they
returned to the Ram Mohan School. The principal of the latter school
thereupon closed the school and the boys went out and joined the
demonstrators outside. As they were making a disturbance the police
came and tried to clear the road for traffic. The demonstrators misunderstood this action as having been brought about by the Principal and
demanded an apology from him. Some people from the Congress House
came up and persuaded the boys to go to Jinnah Hall. They ultimately
marched in procession to the Esplanade Maidan to take part in the
public meeting there. These demonstrators numbered about 700,
(Monkey
under 12 vears of age.
Maidan
1
the 18th to welcome Pandit Mo".jlal Nehru . About 75,000 people
including 3,000 ladies, were present, G. V. Kapadia presided. The
president, Pandit Motilal Nehru, Vithalbhai J. Patel and Mrs. Lilavati
Munshi made speeches. Pandit Motilal Nehru said that he had come
to Bombay to see things for himself. He was not in a position to give
his final message to the people as he had not seen the work done by the
Bombay people. He, however, complimented the Bombay people for
carrying out the Congress programme fearlessly. His opponents called
the Congressmen lawbreakers, but in his opinion, it was the police and
Government officials who assaulted mercilessly the unarmed and peaceful
satyagrahis and thus broke the law. Vithalbhai J. Patel said that the
5
Government of Lord Irwin had given place to 'lathi raj . He assured
them that after the 'lathi raj' there would be the raj of Pandit Motilal
Nehru, when he hoped to be appointed the president of the Assembly.
He laid stress on the boycott of foreign cloth and exhorted them not to
purchase any cloth for one year. He argued that the Ordinance against
picketing was meant to protect English companies and not Indian
merchants. The best reply to these ordinances was not to go to such
shops or purchase anything. He advised the students of schools and
colleges to join the fight for freedom. A verbatim report of the
proceedings of this meeting will be forwarded as soon as it is ready,
A satyagraha camp has been opened in the E ward on the 3rd floor
of Napoo house at Reay Road last night.
2
I forward Superintendent Home's report regarding the assault on the
policeman near Whiteaway Laidlaw's yesterday.
The case against the 7 volunteers arrested yesterday was decided today
and they were sentenced to 4 months' rigorous imprisonment by the
Chief Presidency Magistrate under Section 4 of Ordinance V of 1930.
14 volunteers were arrested today, 12 of whom were sentenced to
4 months' rigorous imprisonment each.
1

Motilal Nehru was Congiess President.
2
Not reproduced. Whiteaway Laidlaw & Ce. premises were a favourite venue of foreign
cloth picketers.
A-115— 14-A.
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A number of School boys from the Girgaum schools have come out
today. Some of them assembled at the Esplanade Maidan and then
proceeded to the Congress House. There has been a tendency among
the students to picket schools and colleges which will open tomorrow
after the vacation.
PETIGARA
/

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
Bombay, 18th June 1930.
No. 49.
THE EVIL CONSPIRACY.—The Government of India is actively
engaged in a nefarious conspiracy to murder. Such alone is the
unimpeachable conclusion that can be drawn from the ominous events
that are being precipitated by Britain. The pretext to kill is based alone
on the Government's preparedness to terrorise. Wherever we turn our
eyes we see only a callous exhibition of the murderous mentality of the
Government. At Karachi, Delhi, Madras, Lucknow, Bombay and Bengal
the resort to firing was a gory refuge for cowardly brutality. In
Peshawar and Sholapur the "top dog mentality" barked fire on innocent
children and unoffending women.
In Bombay the cycle of events is protentous with the possibility of an
impending reign of terror. During the last two months the Government
has ran the whole span of terrorism to provoke a clash and thus
precipitate Martial Law. But every time the Government has been
defeated by the unexampled show of heroism and the undeviating
adherence of the people to the creed of non-violence. And now bulked
in its evil intent so long the Government seems to be seized with the
madness of despair. Even the blindest supporter of the Government
cannot but concede the death that lurks in the actions of the Government
today. On Friday last with momentous) suddenness the Governor of
Bombay swept down on this city. Behind him came a whole host of
armoured cars, military lorries, rifles and machine guns. Detachments of
military were drawn from Poona and far away Secunderabad. The
people wondered at this unnecessary rattle of the sabre. Where was
the necessity of this massing of military. Even when event took an ugly
turn at Bhendy Bazaar the Government found no need to draft new
foices. What then was the danger ? Wherefrom did it come? The
answer is clear in the events that followed. It was the innocent people
of Bombay that were in danger of Government lawlessness and readiness
to kill.
On Saturday the Picketing Ordinance was brought into force in
Bombay. On Monday it was enforced. The satyagrahi pickets were
arrested off with a bullying show of force. A sympathetic crowd
gathered. They were entirely unoffending and in no way transgressed
on any rule, order or law that could have brought down police action.
Yet the police started assaulting. The sergeants ran madly about breaking
heads and beating people who were innocently carrying on their ordinary
A-115-14-B.
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duties. That the police could have easily dispersed the people by gentler
means was evident from the way the Desk Sevikas did the work on
Tuesday. But to disperse was not the intention of the police. They had
kept in readiness a detachment of military at headquarters and they
wanted to find a pretext to let loose these bloodhounds on the public.
The police and the Government failed. The people asserted their
sovereignty through non-violence. Let the Government declare Martial
Law if it will. But whatever terrorism they may resort to the people
in the strength of their non-violence will defy any law that is meant to
bully and to browbeat.
PANDIT
MOTILALJI'S
TRIBUTE
TO THE
CONGRESS
BULLETIN.—My greetings to publishers of the Congress Bulletin those
that have gone to prison, those who are going, and those who I hope and
trust will follow them. Go on with unflinching courage.
BOMBAY GOVERNMENT ENGAGES HIRELINGS TO BEAT
MOULANA AHMED SAYEED.-Delhi Bulletin publishes Moulana's
Statement. After thanking Delhi wallas he related briefly the account of
how he was set upon by hired ruffians in Bombay. He warned the
audience against communal and inter-communal strife which he said benefited none and harmed everyone concerned in a suicidal manner. He then
alluded to the low and base tactics of the Government. He told the
audience how the Bombay Government had secured the 'services' of Gundas
and 'Undesirables' on payment of Rs. 5?000 to crush the National
movement.
CHALLENGE TO ORDINANCE.—Merchants' Chamber and Indian
piecegoods merchant's reply to Government : —
" Stop disgraceful police excesses and we do not want at all
protection for our trade ".
Desh Sevikas went on picketing as usual. Government is free to arrest
them in the name of law and order.
*

*

*

OUR LIFELESS STUDENTS.—The Delhi Congress Bulletin writes: —
•' Our students, the inheritors of the country, and the future masters of
the houses have, as a body, given proof of no life generally and in
particular in Delhi. They have no organisation worth the name, and
no definite outlook."
We do not believe this of the Bombay students. Bombay students in
past have done their mite at different critical junctures of national
interests. They were the first to shoulder up the cause of Bardoli. They
formed the vanguard of the Nation who ousted away the Simon Seven,
and we are sure that when the colleges reopen after the vacation most
of the students of Bombay will be conducting classes of Independence
in prison cells and will not be studying like bookworms in the useless*
lifeless and meaningless colleges. The Gujerat College students have
declared their determination to give one year of their life at least to the
cause of the Nation and so have the Surat College students decided. Will
the Elphinstone College students when Sjts. Meherally, Batliwalla and
Gandhi in Jail, prefer to enjoy the college studies and sport ?
-

-
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OUR NEW EDITOR.—Our second Editor Sjt. Manecklal Gandhi who
after Jayant Dalai saw vision of Indian Independence and the World
Peace is sentenced to six months' R. I. So are Sjt. Dhurandhar and
Manjrekar the B. P. C. C. secretaries sentenced.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 3040/H/3770.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE.

Bombay, 20th June 1930.

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 3011/H/3717, dated the 19th
June 1930.
I send you herewith a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin, dated
the 19th June 1930."
Two Congress volunteers named Balkrishna M. Jothady and M. D.
Dandekar were arrested at the Alexandra Dock for distributing leaflets
exciting disaffection among the police. They were convicted and sentenced
to 4 months' rigorous imprisonment each on the 19th. One Dulabhdas
Mulji was arrested this morning at Lamington Road for directly exhorting
a party of policemen to resign their jobs. He is being prosecuted.
Picketing of foreign cloth shops by women volunteers was continued
at Null Bazaar and Bhendy Bazaar yesterday as well as today.
About 150 volunteers paraded on the Gowalia Tank Maid an, 9 on the
Esplanade Maidan and about 50 on the maidan opposite the K. E. M.
Hospital this morning.
Picketing of liquor shops was continued in E and F wards yesterday.
About 42 shops were picketed by about 50 volunteers. Last evening
3 picketers were arrested for preventing a Parsi from entering the Dadar
Bar under Section 4 of Ordinance V of 1930. They were convicted
today and sentenced to 6 months' rigorous imprisonment each.
A public meeting of workers, under the auspices of the F Ward District
Congress Committee, was held on the maidan opposite the K. E. M.
HosDital on the night of the 19th to hear Motilal Nehru. About
10,000 persons, including about 100 women, attended. Mrs. Perin
Captain presided. Pandit Motilal Nehru, V. B. Purandare, Mrs. Mayadevi,
Dr. M. H. Gour, Dr. Abdus Salam and Mrs. Dastur (wife of a doctor
of Parel), made speeches exhorting the workers to join the Congress and
carry out the programme for the boycott of foreign cloth and prohibition.
Pandit Motilal Nehru said that the Congress was not fighting for one
community or one class of people. It was carrying on the struggle for
independence for the people of India irrespective of caste or creed.
If the workers joined the movement and carried out the programme of
boycott and prohibition they would be doing their bit in the cause of
Indian freedom.
V. B. Purandare (who was released yesterday)
welcomed Pandit Motilal on behalf of the workers and asked him and
the other Congress leaders to include in the Congress programme the
question of the amelioration of the condition of the labourers.

*
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M. H. Gour and Dr. Abdus Salam appealed to the Muslims
Congress and make the boycott of foreign cloth and prohibition
successful. A verbatim report of the proceedings will be sent when
ready.
The Bhuleshwar District Congress Committee held a meeting at
Bhangwadi last night. About 600 people were present. One Chotubhai
Shah presided. The president, Miss Kanta Khandwala, Professor V. P.
Jani, Manilal Mehta, Dr. Abdus Salam, Umashankar Dixit, and
G. B. Mahashabde made speeches exhorting the people to concentrate
their attention on the boycott of foreign cloth and the use of khaddar.
The people were advised not to purchase any cloth for one year.
Miss Kanta Khandwala appealed to the students to join the movement.
When the meeting was about to be dispersed somebody shouted that
there was some disturbance on the Kalbadevi Road and that C. I. D.
men were concerned in it. The people began to run to the scene of
disturbance. It was ascertained that the disturbance was due to a quarrel
between two drunken Christians who went away on seeing the police.
A verbatim report of the proceedings o£ the public meeting addressed
by Pandit Motilal Nehru and Vithalbhai Patel on the 18th accompanies.
At about 11-30 a.m. today one Gulam Hussein Jamaluddin, a tailor,
residing at No. 267, Frere Road was assaulted b)y 4 Sikh motor-drivers
with sticks and fists. He sustained injuries to his left wrist and had
also been beaten on the back. Gulam Hussein states that he had sewn
some clothes for Shaukat Ali which he took away this morning at
11 a.m. The Sikh drivers saw him and started abusing him. Gulam
Hussein remonstrated with them for abusing him behind his back. The
Sikhs therefore assaulted him. A complaint has been lodged with the
police.
B. F. Bharucha attempted to convene a meeting of the Parsi residents
of Balaram Street last night but was frustrated in the attempt by some
Parsi priests who disapproved of the idea.
11 more volunteers, who were arrested in the Fort yesterday were
convicted and sentenced to 4 months' rigorous imprisonment each.
19 volunteers were arrested today ; of these 16 have been sentenced to
4 months' rigorous imprisonment each.
A few schoolboys from the Fort area went in procession to Whiteaway
LaidJaw's premises this morning and went away after making a demonstration in front of it. It is expected that the colleges, which open
tomorrow morning, will be picketed by the students.
The Chief Presidency Magistrate has issued an order under Section 144,
C. P. Code prohibiting drilling on the Esplanade Maidan for a period
of two months. A copy of his order is attached.
I also attach for your information a copy of Superintendent Home's
report and the statement of the Police Naik who was assaulted at
1
Whiteaway's.
Not reproduced here.
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No. 50.
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BANNED STATEMENT OF MINU COYAJL—Sjt. Minu Coyaji, the
Parsi satyagrahi, was sentenced to seven and a half months' R. I. for
distributing leaflets among the police. He submitted a written-statement
which was disallowed by the Magistrate either to go on record or be
published by the press. The learned Magistrate has forgotten that truth
cannot be suppressed by Magisterial mandates. We publish below the
full text of statement : —
" I had the privilege to sign and distribute among the members of
the Police force an appeal to their humanity to desist from atrocities
and to join the Congress in the fighij of Justice and Freedom ".
" It is due to myself, he Court} and the public to explain why this ste,
which is very likely to precipitate matters has been -taken at this tense
moment. Government have been intensifying their efforts at terrorising,
the people who are making a determined effort to regain their freedom.
By fraud and violence the rulers seek to kill with terrorism this
regenerating activity which our country is putting forth to end the
inequitable system, degrading to us and demoralising the rulers. In
pursuance of that ruthless policy our brothers in the police force, who
have no way out of the trap into which they have fallen, have been
utilised to perpetuate the most inhuman atrocities on their fellowmen.
In our fear of penalties, in the lethargy into which we had fallen, in
our disregard for their welfare we had failed toj appeal to the men in
the forces who are out off from the life and the better thought that is
growing up in the world outside. That apathy was twice cursed.
It was the source of humiliation and violence perpetrated on peaceful
satyagrahis and the public at large, and the dehumanisatdon of the
members of the forces, who had joined the ranks for protection of the
life and property, and found themselves unwilling instruments of
perpetuating our country's slavery and violating that very life and property
which they had intended to safeguard ".
"It was also my intention, in spite of the pretext that Government may
derive for opening out its fierce claws, to bring our fight to a stage of
leanest intensity when our Mahatma breathes his warm prayers of
universal brotherhood behind the bars of Yervada prison".
" I shall cheerfully submit to tjhe penalty of which I m?^y be deemed
worthy, if only as atoken of atonement for our disregard for our neglected
brothers in the forces, and the violence that has, in some places, been
done by the people to the helpless members of the police force. Assuring
you that I and my own people, my wife and my children, will relentlessly
carry on the fight for justice and humanity till the doom of the inequitous
reign of terror, I unhesitatingly refer the appeal complained of to you
as to one of the generating centres of the atrocities forming the basis
of my appeal. I ask you whether your son and mine shall walk arm
in arm in peace and concord, or whether your son shall again have to
condemn mine to a dehumanising house of detention".
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I refuse tjp own that this trial is mine any more than yours; and in
the name of justice and humanity, I beseech you to resign. Our country,
the world, will deem it no dereliction of duty, but shall cherish you as
faithful servant of justice which is your avowed duty to administer".
*

*

*

HUNGER STRIKE IN ARTHUR ROAD JAIL.—It has been reported
to us that owing to the bad quality of the food supplied to them the
Satyagrahi Prisoners in the ' C class have gone on hunger strike for the
last two days. Sjt. Ekambara Iyer, the Capt. of our volunteers called,
at the jail this morning and requested permission to interview the hunger
strike prisoners. He was made to wait for three hours and then curtly
refused.
INDIAN MOTOR ACCESSORIES AND PETROL DEALERS
BOYCOTT BRITISH GOODS.—The Indian Motor Accessories and
Petrol Dealer's Union which includes 105 important firms interested in
the automobile trade passed the following resolutions at its meeting held
on the 3rd June : —
Resolved that the fund created from the petrol profit, which was
originally intended to be sent to Mahatmaji be transferred and given
to the Congress Hospital.
That as decided in the general meeting of the 7th May, 94 dealers
of Bombay who constitute 80 % of the Important Motor Accessories
and Petrol Dealers, having agreed voluntarily by signing a pledge not
to buy, deal, import, sell or recommend directly or indirectly any
automobile goods made in Great Britain (except Petrol) for a period
of 4 months, this Union finally confirms the original resolution passed
in the meeting of 7th May, in the terms recommettided by the Selected
Committee as under, and declare that the same shall come into force
from 4th June 1930.
ALEXANDRA GIRLS' SCHOOL INSULTS KHADDAR.—Now that
the schools have reopened the autocratic Principal of the Alexandra
Girls' School would not allow a guardian of a student to enter the school
compound on the ground that he was clad in Khaddar. This institution
is patronised by the Parsi community, who. has already shown such an
enthusiasm in the present movement, and, it is up to them, to see that
their daughters are given real education which becomes the nation fighting
for Freedom.
*

*

*

ORDER
Section 144, Criminal Procedure Code,
Whereas, it has been made to appear before me that the Bombay
Provincial Copgress Committee has been drilling, exercising and moving
in formation its volunteers and other men in the Esplanade Maidan within
sight of, and in proximity to, the Indian Infantry Regiments and
whereas, it appears that the conduct of the Congress volunteers and
other bodies of persons who are drilling, exercising and moving
in formation there, is of such a nature as to lead to annoyance and to
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provoke a breach of the peace and whereas, I am of opinion that in
order to prevent breach of public peace, riot or affray, immediate prevention is desirable, I, H. P. Dastur, Chief Presidency Magistrate
Committee, the
do hereby order the Bombay Provincial Cong
enting
or visiting the Esplanade Maidan, except persons subject to Military
to abstain from exercising, drilling or moving in formation there for
a period of two months from this date.
Dated this 20th day of June 1930.
H. P. DASTUR,
Chief Presidency Magistrate, Bombay.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 3068/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE.

Bombay, 21st June 1930-

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 3041/H/3717, dated the 20th
June 1930.
I send you herewith a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin, dated
the 20th June 1930.
A Congress volunteer named Dattatraya Laxman Dighe was arrested
yesterday while distributing objectionable leaflets to the police at Dadar.
He was convicted and sentenced to 6 months' rigorous imprisonment by
the Presidency Magistrate, 7th Court.
Women picketers carried out the picketing of foreign cloth shops at
Null Bazaar and Bhendy Bazaar yesterday. Today they have extended
the picketing to J. J. Hospital corner.
Picketing of liquor shops was continued in E, F and G wards yesterday.
In all about 52 shops were picketed.
About 50 students from the municipal school at Janjikar Street went
out and marched to Kanji Master's School at Mandvi and succeeded in
getting out a few boys. They then went to the Fort where they were
joined by some more boys from the schools in that area and the whole
of them went towards Whiteaway Laidlaw's shops to make a demonstration. The police tried to persuade them to disperse but they sat on the
road. Ultimately they were dispersed by a cane charge. Some students
then made their way towards Apollo Bunder but were again dispersed
as they became rowdy. Half a dozen of them are reported to have been
injured, one having his leg fractured. The injured were removed to the
Congress Hospital. Some of the crowd chased three traffic constables
doing duty near the Museum and they had to take shelter in the Waterloo
Mansion. They were subsequently rescued by a party of police.
The Congress Muslim Party had appealed to the Mussalmans of Bombay
by means of handbills which were broadcasted in the city yesterday
morning to offer special prayers at the various mosques for the repose
of the souls of the, Mussahn'ans who were killed at Peshawar. This
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appeal fell flat and special prayers were offered at the Jumma Masjid
only.
On the evening of the 20th a public meeting of the citizens of Bombay
was held at the Esplanade Maidan to celebrate " Peshawar Day".
About 6,000 to 7,000 people attended the majority of whom were Hindus.
Haji Nur Mohamed Ahmed presided. Speeches were made by the
Chairman Munshi Muhammad Ibrahim, Mrs. Lilavati Munshi, Dr. Abdus
Salam, Shaida, editor of the Be Ghadi Mouj, Dr. M. H. Gour and
Pandit Motilal Nehru eulogising the Peshawar Muslims on their sacrifices
in the cause of the freedom of India and appealing to the Muslims to
fight shoulder to shoulder with their Hindu brothers. The president
declared that they had not yet come to know the whole truth about the
atrocities at Peshawar but he was sure the truth would come to light
before long. Referring indirectly to the attitude of the Ali Brothers, he
said that they had stated that the Peshawar Muslims had died a IxararrC
(death). He characterised this attitude as unlslamic and inhuman.
Munshi Mohammed Ebrahim referred to the anti-picketing ordinance
promulgated by the Viceroy and declared that it was against the law
of Islam as it prevented the Mussalmans from dissuading their Muslim
brothers from going into liquor shops. They were not prepared to obey
any laws which were opposed to the laws of God. He vigorously
condemned the attitude of certain so-called Muslim leaders (presumably
referring to the Ali Brothers), who consistently maintained silence in
spite of the occurrences at Peshawar and the recent shooting down of
innocent Muslims at Bhendy Bazaar. These so-called leaders had the
tenacity to declare that they had made a temporary truce with the British
Government. He announced that the Muslim youths were determined
not to lag behind any other community in the present struggle.
Mrs. Lilavati Munshi advised the audience to leave their religion aside
and wholeheartedly plunge into the present struggle. She declared that
if they continued to fight amongst themselves they were not fit to enjoy
the fruits of independence. Dr. M. H. Gour said that the only way
to prevent a repetition of the atrocities at Peshawar was to free India.
He declared that if the ordinances failed to achieve their object, their
opponents were going to employ Muslim mawalis to molest the Hindu
ladies with the object of setting the Hindus against the Mussalmans.
He advised them to keep cool and be peaceful in spite of all provocation. The object of the authorities appeared to be to bring about 2
situation in Bombay when they could introduce Martial Law. Pandit
Motilal Nehru paid a glowing tribute to the bravery and non-violence
of the Peshawar Muslims. He declared that the manner in which the
violent people of the Frontier had imbibed and grasped the teachings of
Gandhi was miraculous. He assured the Mussalmans that the Nehru
Report had been scrapped for good by the Lahore Congress. He gave a
solemn assurance to the Muslims that the Congress would never accept
any settlement of the communal question which was not approved by
the Muslims themselves. He gave a similar assurance to all other
minority communities. A verbatim report of the proceedings of the
meeting will be forwarded in due course.
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The G Ward District Congress Committee held a public meeting at
Tilak Bridge, Dadar, to explain to the students their duty to the country,
on the evening of the 20th. About 500 people, mostly students, attended.
W. P. Kahadi presided, the president, Professor V. P. Jani, T. R. Naravane
and G. S. Kanthi impressed on the students to join the national movement
and asked those students under 12 years of age to join the Vanar Sena
(monkey army) and continue their studies. The members of the Vanar
Sena should, however, at least try to produce 25 yards of yarn daily as
their contribution to the national movement.
Ten more volunteers who were arrested in the Fort yesterday were
convicted today and sentenced to 4 months' rigorous imprisonment each.
Four more were arrested today and they will be tried on Monday.
After the order of the Chief Presidency Magistrate was served on the
President, Vice-President, and the Secretaries of the Bombay Provincial
Congress Committee and after it was duly promulgated by pasting copies
of the order at conspicuous places at the Congress House and at the
Esplanade Maidan. The war council of the Bombay Provincial Congress
Committee decided last night to defy the order and to hold the rally as
originally fixed. Accordingly early in the morning the Congress volunteers came from different wards to the Esplanade Maidan with national
flags and one band. Elaborate police arrangements were made to prevent them from defying the order. Thousands of people poured in from
the direction of Dhobi Talao and Bori Bunder to make their way on to
the maidan. Warnings and persuasion had no effect and the situation
required strong action by the police to disperse the crowds who were
deliberately bent upon defiance. Three or four times the volunteers and
the crowd were driven away by the police but the crowds remained on
the roads around the maidan particularly on Cruikshank Road and
Waudby Road. At 8.30 a.m. the police were withdrawn from the
maidan to the Esplanade Police Station to see whether the people would
disperse, but again the volunteers and the crowd rushed into the maidan.
No action was taken until drilling began. Then the police made a final
charge and dispersed the whole crowd on and about the maidan, without
much difficulty. About 200 persons are reported to have been injured
out of whom about 125 including 5 ladies have been detained in the
Congress Hospital. Some Sikh satyagrahis protected by desk sevikas
(female volunteers) stood a considerable amount of beating.
In the iioon the Congress volunteers went about proclaiming a hartal
on account of the alleged police excesses and all the cloth markets and
all Indian business centres were closed. The Share Bazaar closed
down and about 500 people from the Share Bazaar paraded to
Fort area in procession but they were dispersed by the police. About
a dozen people are reported to have been injured in this charge.
This evening a public meeting to condemn the police action as well as
to observe Dharasana Day will be held on the Esplanade Maidan. It has
also been anounced in the Chronicle that a huge procession in celebration
of Garhwal Day would start from the Congress House on Sunday
afternoon at 4-30. I have issued an order prohibiting this and allied
processions (copy attached for information). The Bombay Youth League
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conference in Bombay
for a three day's hartal
Bombay Presidency Youth League, and to persuade the students to. leave
their studies for a year in support of the national movement.
Anonymous manuscript handbills were pasted near Macropolo's shop
on Hornby Road urging the boycott of Europeans and asking Indian
sellers of vegetable, grain, milk, etc., not to deal with them.
K. J. PETIGARA,

I
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 51.

Bombay, 20th June 1930.
TO THE STUDENTS OF BOMBAY.—Youths of Bombay, you who
have often been greeted as the flower of Indian manhood, are you prepared
today to take your due share in the shaping of your country's destiny ?
Have you some gloom of the glory; that is to be yours and the
Motherland's ? If so will you stop a while and hear to the voice within
you before you rush to colleges tomorrow ?
Comrades, in this hour of the Nation's tribulation is your place
within the easy seclusion of lecture halls or is it in the vanguard of the
army of Independence ? Have you forgotten the bonds that knit you to
the many of your age and position who have today sacrificed their all
for the great cause ? Can you pride of manhood and yet forget the
massacred innocents at Sholapur, the insults offered to our womanhood
and overtures and indignities inflicted on our comrades ? Will you
today stand with those who are making a mockery of all that is great and
noble or will you stand today with the seer behind the prison bar, your
comrades in chain and the many who greet you with broken limbs,
.shattered bones all the blood running into their eyes ? We greet you
in the name of our Motherland and demand on you an answer whether
you will "today skulk in your schools and colleges and not join this great
struggle for Independence ?"
*

*

*

PROPAGANDA MEETINGS.—1. Last night a public meeting at
7 p.m. on Koliwada Maidan, Colaba. People attended in very large
crowd, both Hindus and Mohammedans were enthusiastic. Dr. Gour
presided at the meeting. Messrs. Mahashabde, V. P. Jani, etc. spoke on
the boycott of foreign cloth and picketing of liquor shops.
2. There was another meeting at K. E. M. Hospital Maidan, Parel,
Pandit Motilal Nehru spoke a few wqrds asking the audience to carry on
the satyagraha against the Picketing Ordinance. Other prominent
sepakers also spoke on the occasion.
3. Last night there was another meeting held in the open maidan at
Bhangwadi Theatre, Kalbadevi. The audience was very enthusiastic.
Many prominent speakers spoke and it was decided to open a regular
spinning class for ladies and men beginners in the Ward.
#

*

*

m
•

NOTICE
1

Whereas, it has been publicly announced that there will be a huge
procession which will start tomorrow Sunday, the 22nd June 1930, from
Congress House at 4-30 p.m., 1, Daniel Healy, Esquire, officiating
Commissioner of Police for the City of Bombay, being of opinion that
it is necessary for the preservation of the public peace to prohibit this
and all allied processions, do hereby, by virtue of the power vested in me
by Section 23, sub-section (3) of the City of Bombay Polica Act, 1902,
prohibit the aforesaid processions.
D. HEALY,
Offg. Commissioner of Police.

Head Police Office
Bombay, 21st June 1930.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 3094/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE.

Bombay, 23rd June 1930.

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 3068/H/3717, dated the 21st
lune 1930.
I send you herewith a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin, dated, the
21st. I attach translation of a leaflet in Marathi addressed to the police
1
by Laxman Govind Khanolkar on the 20th. A warrant of arrest against
Khanolkar is pending execution.
The cloth markets have been closed for three days from the 21st on
account of the alleged police excesses in dispersing the Congress volunteers
from the Esplanade Maidan. There was no picketing on Saturdaj and
Sunday by the women volunteers.
The 4 male volunteers who were arrested in the Fort area on Saturday
were convicted and sentenced today to 4 months' rigorous imprisonment
each.
Liquor picketing was continued on the 21st and the 22nd in D, E, F
and G wards. In the D ward 8 shops, in the E ward 20 shops, in the
F ward 26 shops and in the G ward 6 shops were picketed.
About 125 boys took part in carrying an effigy of a dead man from
Golpitha to the Congress House on the 21st. The effigy presumably
represented Mr. Dastur, the Chief Presidency Magistrate, as the boys were
shouting "Dastur Magistrate hai hai". The Divisional Police are being
asked why they allowed this.
On the evening of the 21st a public meeting, attended by about 3,000
persons, was held on the Esplanade Maidan. Pandit Motilal Nehru
was unable to attend the meeting owing to indisposition. Mrs. Perin
Captain, Mrs. Lilavati Munshi, Jamieh S>ingh, Dr. Abdus Salam and
Ahmed Siddiq Khatri made speeches deploring the police excesses on the
Esplanade Maidan that morning, complimenting the satyagrahis on their
non-violence and the Sikhs on their courage and exhorting the people to
continue the struggle even at the risk of their lives.
It was an appeal to the police to join this war of independence. It is not reproduced
*
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Another meeting was held the same night under the auspices of the
Tardeo Taluka Congress Committee, E ward at New Chikalwadi:
Dr. Manjrekar presided. About 500 millhands were present. The
President Mrs. Yamunabai Ghodekar and Dr. M. M. Suratkar asked the
millhands to join the Congress movement, use khaddar and stop drinking.
Yesterday and today no volunteers turned up to parade on the Esplanade
Maidan. It may be due to the heavy rain.
On the 21st the Bombay Chronicle announced that the Garhwal
procession would be taken out from Congress House on Sunday, the 22nd.
I banned the procession under Section 23 (3) of the Bombay City Police
Act and made arrangements in collaboration with the military to
disperse it and allied processions if they came out. Rain, however,
interfered and the Congress executive cancelled the procession for the
time being. A small procession of about 20 persons organised by the
Young Workers' League and headed by Moreshwar G. Mhatre, came
from Lai Baug, Parel, to join the Congress procession but they were
dispersed at Grant Road. I have been told ithat the Congress Committee
consulted Pandit Motilal Nehru as to v/hether my order should be defined
and he advised them not to, as it would only lead to needless bloodshed.
There was no picketing at the colleges this morning. It is, however,
announced that Pandit Motilal Nehru will address the students at Madhav
Baug at 3 p.m. today. The Students' Congress, mentioned in my daily
letter of the 21st, will be held on the 28th and 29th instant to ^consider
the students' position with regard to the national struggle. A reception
committee, with Mrs. Hansa Mehta as chairman and Miss Freni
Bhesania, S. N. Kapur and N. S. Mankikar as secretaries, has been
formed. Delegates from schools and colleges have been invited. A
students' meeting is convened tomorrow at the Blavatsky Lodge to carry
on propaganda in favour of the proposed conference.
About 225 boys under 12 years of age belonging to the Vanar Sena
(Monkey Army) were given instructions in drill on the Gowalia Tank
Maidan on Sunday morning. After the drill they were given milk at the
Congress House.
Students of the Aryan Education Society's School, the Marwadi
Vidyalaya and the Robert Money School came out this afternoon to
attend Nehru's address at Madhav Baug.
I forward a verbatim report of the proceedings of the workers' meeting
1
addressed by Pandit Motilal Nehru on the 19th June.
Pandit Motilal Nehru leaves for Allahabad tonight. Pandit Madan
Mohan Malaviya is expected here tomorrow.
K. J. PETIGARA,
for Commissioner of Police.
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 52.
Bombay, 21st June 1930.
AZADI AT THE AZAD MATDAN.—The Chief Presidency Magistrate
yesterday ordered the Congress volunteers and other persons to abstain
T

.

Not reproduced here being not available.
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from exercising, drilling or moving in formation. That order was defied
openly in the presence of two to three lacs of people of Bombay. The
Police with lathis (their symbol of cowardice) were present, to uphold
Law and Order. The volunteers whq rallied there bravely withstood the
assaults and charges till they fell down and were removed to the
Congress Hospital. Our first battalion of the 'E' Ward under the
captainship of Sjt. R. H. Acharekar tried to enter the maidan. The
sergeant gave the order and the police began its ruthless attack on the
completely non-violent army. Nearly 100 persons were injured and
20 cases are very serious. Battalions after battalions under their respective
commanders fearless and undaunted by previous assaults marched onward
to shed their warm blood on the Azad Maidan for the Azadi of their
mother. The greatest was the defiance of the order of the Magistrate,
where Sikhs, the brave Northerners—men and women—25 strong stood
bravely facing the showers of lathis. Sergeants and the Mounted Sowars
could not remove them. The entreaties of the stretch-bearers to go
to the hospital were refused by those valiant men. They with the national
flag kept up the prestige of the volunteers.
There was at a distance another batch of women and men—15 strong,
who preferred to sit down on the maidan to letting the national flag drop
down. Three young ladies—Shrimatis Chandrfikaben Cuckoo, Sardesai
and Shroff-though were assaulted and beaten would not budge an inch
from the' place where they had stationed themselves in the early morning
for the rally.
Some of the incidents of the morning are worth mentioning :—One
soldier of the non-violent army saw the national flag falling down from
the hands of a wounded satyagrahi on whose hands were concentrated the
lathi blows of a Sergeant. Least the flag should fall down this brave
man ran to the other man's place to preserve the honour of the flag.
Our General Officer Commanding Sjt. Iyer is lying seriously wounded
in the Congress Hospital. So is the Capt. Khandwala, the Second-inCommand of the National Militia.
The police behaved as usual. Without ruth or mercy, the Sergeants on
whom it seems, rests the responsibility of the Empire, belaboured the
satyagrahis. They, may the Director of Public Information note down,
did not spare the Red Cross volunteers. Perhaps the Sergeants blind
with devilish fury, did not see the Cross. A sergeant insulted and
dragged a Sikh lady out of ithe rnaidan.
The public, eagerly watching the whole situation, remained entirely
non-violent. Had it not been the precepts of Ahimsa of Mahatmaji,
one wonders what might have ensued. The people, with infuriated
hearts kept their heads cool. At 9 a.m. the police, we do not know why
withdrew. We do not think under what cover of law they took that
step. The national flag salutation took place and all the people present
there partook in the ceremony.
Then again like hungry wolves the Sergeants came again assaulting the
people for whose protection they exist and live.
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The victory is ours. The brutal force was defeated by non-violence.
Bombay has approached another milestone towards the Independence of
the mother. Let the devils do their worst. We shall bring about the
world peace.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 3118/H/3717

HEAD POLICE OFFICE.

Bombay, 24th June 1930

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 3094/H/3717, dated the 23rd
June 1930,
I send you herewith a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin dated the
23rd. Yesterday 12 shops in the B ward, 16 shops in the E ward,
31 liquor shops in the F ward and 7 shops in the G ward were picketed
by Congress volunteers.
23 volunteers were arrested in the Fort area yesterday. They were
convicted and sentenced to 4 months' rigorous imprisonment each today.
9 persons arrested this morning in the Fort have been similarly
convicted.
Pandit Motilal Nehru addressed a gathering of students at Madhay
Bang yesterday afternoon. About 3,000 persons mostly college students
and schoolboys were present. Mrs. Perin Captain presided. I attach
a cutting from the Times of India, dated the 24th, giving a report of
the proceedings of the meeting. I attach a copy of an appeal made to
the professors of the colleges in connection with the Bombay Students'
1
Conference.
Pandit Motilal Nehru did not go to Allahabad as arranged last night
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviva has not so far arrived in Bombav.
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
Bombay, 23rd June 1930.
No. 53.
" I , DANIEL HEALY ".—Again an order was issued by the
Officiating
Police Commissioner, prohibiting. " The Garhwal Day
Procession" which was to have been taken yesterday evening, weather
permitting. Citizens flocked at the Congress House in the early afternoon
even though only in the morning and the afternoon of /the day before
they had known what the police were up to. The brave Akalis, each
one of whom received at least 150 lathi blows on the Azad Maidan on
Saturday morning in valiantly and successfully defending their post and
the National flag, had left their cots and the beseeching doctors of the
Congress Hospital. With bandaged limbs they came bravely to the
Congress House to have once again their share in the fight. But the
weather favoured the police, and saved them a further defeat. We are
sorry for our police brethren who had to drench themselves, in trying
Not reproduced here.
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unnecessarily to uphold Law and Order and once again we request them
not to be so humiliated daily in the eyes of the world, by raising lathis
and cruelly assaulting innocent and harmless non-violent people who are
out to break the fetters of slavery, under an Arbitrary Imperialistic
Government and try to bring about World Peace. Their provocations
in the form of bans and prohibitory orders simply make the nation more
awakened and determined to reach the goal of Complete Independence
with greater unity and strength.
*

TIMES OF INDIA
24th June 1930.
S ASKED TO GIVE UP STUDIES—Speaking
BOMBAY
at a gathering of about 3,000 students from different colleges and schools
assembled at Madhav Baug, Bombay, on Monday
afternoon,
Pandit Motilal Nehru, the acting President of the Indian National
Congress, made a vigorous appeal to the student community to leave
their class rooms and join the fight for freedom. The proceedings before
the arrival of the Pandit were marked by noisy demonstrations, pushing
and jostling among the students that had thronged the compound.
A section of the crowd in its eagerness to be as near the dais as possible
made a rush, smashing the barricades which held it in check, but all
this confusion ceased the moment the Pandit arrived on the scene and
took his seat on the platform along with Mrs. Perin Captain, and
Mrs. Lilavati Munshi. The gathering included a hundred lady students,
who squatted on the ground in front of the dais.
Mrs. Perin Captain, who presided, exhorted the students in Bombay
to follow the example of the students of Egypt and China, who fought
for the freedom of their respective countries. Mrs. Munshi asked the
students to leave the colleges and schools and forthwith join the picketing
movement. .She said that the education they received at present was
quite useless and urged them to take part in the national struggle.
Pandit Motilal Nehru, who was given an ovation on rising to speak,
said it was hardly necessary for him to tell them that the young men of
today were the citizens of tomorrow and that the fu':ure of the country lay
in hands of young men. If they had not realised that simple truth,
whatever he might say on that point would have little effect.
AN INTENSIVE CAMPAIGN.—Assuming that they knew their duty
to their country, he would merely ask them a question and that is,
" what is it that you have done so far to discharge that duty ? " They
would remember that in the good old days of non-co-operation a general
call was made on the student community to leave their cofleges and
schools and to take part in the national movement. At the same time
it was promised that they would be afforded facilities to carry on their
studies through national educational institutions. "Now, however, times
are different", said the Pandit, " and we -an offer you no such opportunities to carry on your education as was done ten years ago. The reason
for this is obvious. We
a fight
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for freedom—which admits of no. leisure for the prosecution of studies
or the conduct of business. The whole object of your existence during
these times is to help in the national cause, to do your best and to make
1
every sacrifice that you can."
*
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 3133/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 25th June 1930

My dear Collins,
I send you herewith a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin of 24th.
June 1930.
I send you herewith a copy of the B ward, in the C ward, 16 in
Yesterday 12 liquor shops in the B ward. 3 in tjhe C ward, 16 in
E ward, 33 in the F ward and 6 in the G ward were picketed.
A meeting of the students of the Bombay University was held at the
Blavatsky Hall, French Bridge, on the evening of the 24th to consider
the attitude which they should adopt towards the present political
movement. Professor P. A. Wadia presided. About 600 students,
including 75 lady students, were present. C. G. Trilokekar, A. B. Bhat,
Miss Freni Bhesania, Dada and Jaini advocated the boycott of schools
and colleges in view of the political situation in the country.
Professor P. A. Wadia, Professor Rustom Dosabhoy Choksey,
Professor Rammurti Pratapgiri, Manecklal H. Vakil and Professor K. R. V.
Rao were of the opinion that only those students who really wished to
take an active part in the movement might leave their studies, and that
those who did not like to take an active part should be allowed to
continue their studies and do something for the country by wearing
k
khaddar and doing whatever they could during their spare time.
M?ss Freni Bhesania said that the students should not think of their
personal affairs during the present crisis and asked the students tQ send
their delegates to the Conference. Professor Wadia told the students not
to be led away by resolutions and sentiment and to come to a decision
only after mature consideration.
Pandit Motilal Nehru addressed the Congress people at Congress House
on the evening of the 24th explaining what he saw for himself during
his visit to Bombay. About 2,500 persons attended. It is reported that
he is leaving for Allahabad tonight. I attach a cutting from the
Free Press Journal dated the 25th June, giving almost the full report
of the speech.
The Share and Stock Brokers' Association held a meeting on the 24th
at their Association hall under the presidentship of K. R. P. Shroff.
They condemned the conduct of the police in dispersing the share brokers'
procession by a lathi charge on the 21st and passed a resolution urging
the boycott of British goods. A number of speakers suggested that the
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best means of protesting against the highhandedness of Hhe police was
to put a stop to all forward transactions in Government securities.
19 more volunteers were arrested in the Fort area yesterday. 12 of
them were convicted and sentenced to four months' rigorous imprisonment under Section 4 of Ordinance V of 1930 yesterday. The remaining
7 were convicted today and three were sentenced to four months' rigorous
imprisonment while the remaining four who were boys were given four
months' simple imprisonment each. Among the arrested persons yesterday
was Ramrai Munshi, a pleader of Ahmedabad and a nephew of
M. Munshi
Esplanade Maidan
1
The report of the Simon Commission has come in for very sever©
criticism. Almost everybody is against it. The students say that the
policy of non-violence has failed, and that something should be done
which would open the eyes of the British public. They mean that act*
of terrorism should be resorted to.
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
Bombay, 24th June 1930.
No. 54.
When Sir John Simon and his collegues paid a parliamentary visit
to this land to regulate the condition of British tyranny the public
declined to recognise their presence. Now that the Simon gang have
finished their weary labours, the public seem to be equally unmindful of
what they have to say and unless the Viceroy produces one more of his
handy Ordinances the very fact that there is a Simon Report in existence
might completely be forgotten by the Indian public.
VISAPUR JAIL.—The Visapur Jail, which after the tragic death of
Govindji Vasanji was condemned as unfit for occupation, has been set
up again We understand that it is to be converted into a political jail.
There is great sense in what an Indian prince is reported to have said
that it is more human to kill by shooting than the murderous attack by
lathis. Perhaps the Government has found a more insidious method of
achieving their object, the poisoned water of Visapur will complete the
Government's object with more effectiveness and less publicity.
PANDIT NEHRU'S APPEAL TO STUDENTS.—" I am not here to
give you a lecture on the attitudes about the duties of young men and
women of this country and I am sure you will agree with me that you
know it as well as I do. It is no use telling you that young men of
today are citizens of tomorrow. It is your plain duty to go out
and help your brothers and sisters who are carrying on a fight at present
at tremendous sacrifices and it is not for you to simply come here after
a few holidays and get into your colleges and go on with your studies.
'. The British Govt, had appointed in October 1927 a statutory Commission to
enquire into the working of the Govt, ofln/ia Act of 1919. This Act contained a provision that at the end of ten years after its passing (he working
ot Reforms introduced by it should be inquired by a Commission- As the Commission composed of seven British members of Parliament oniy, all parties in India
decided to boycott it.
A-115-15-B.
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You know with what we are governed. It is the British Government they
say, but really we are being governed with lathis and lies. No other
than this the British Government has adopted to govern. Are you going
to allow these things to continue or are you going to stop this. You see
the present fight and the present life and only continue so long as there
are heads to be broken, there are bones to be broken, and there are lives
to be thrown forward. If the heads and fodder for the lathi and the
cannon ran short and if we go on supplying the fodder and if we go on
offering our heads and bones to be fractured until the very intensity of
the fodder makes the bones to feel and if bursts up, it will then be
Victory for our cause. You may take it from me you will have Victory
but if you wish to retire comfortably and save your heads and bones
and leave matters take their own course then here is n ing for you
but to expect what is in store for every coward. I do not believe thai
the young men and women would ever fail to save their country. It
you are in a larger capacity to sacrifice, I think that what 1 have told
you is enough to infuse to make up your mind once and Eoi all to enter
the field for better life and then the ' edom erf India is ours You
may take it from me that the tight of this kind will not hist tor ever.
There must be an end to this fight. F r days after groaning under the
same treatment this fight is also going to end in an adjustment and who
is to ask lor that adjustment? I say not WE and you may take it from
me for those who seek for it. It will be for those who have lost the
battle. You may take part in this battle some tune after, next month
or next year but you have to make up your mind NOW OR NEVER.
This battle cannot last till it meets with your convenience. Your country
wants you now. It is for you to answer it now. If you L\O not answer
now you go down for ever/*
*

*

*

WHO SAID WHO IS SUING FOR PEACE.—The Congress will never
accept any kind of peace without victory. It stands by its original
declaration that it is out for winning PURNA SWARAJ'. For it the
fight has only begun and it shall carry on the fight unflinchingly until
it achieves its objective. The Congress has taken up the fight to end
once and for all the present system of Government and it shall and will
never letrace unless it gains its goal. The land is ours and we shall
assert our rights over it VICTORY IS OURS AND WE SHALL
1
HAVE IT .
FREE PRESS JOURNAL
25th June 1930.
PANDIT MOTILAL'S ADDRESS.—Pandit Motilal Nehru, Acting
;
Pres dent of the Indian National Congress, made an important pronouncement yesterday, one which he had promised to the citizens of Bombay
on his arrival last Wednesday, after observing and surveying the situation
in Bombay at first hand.
*
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Motilal
and loud shouts of Bande Mataram, Inquilab Zmdabad and Motilal
ki Jay spoke in Hindi: —
Citizens of Bombay, I must thank you first of all for the kindness
lavished by you upon me from the very day I arrived in your midst about
a week ago. I had promised you that day that after surveying the situation for myself and observing things at first hand I would speak to you.
Owing to rain, it was not possible to do so earlier, and even today you
are being crowded in this hall but, hope you will give me indulgence
enough and bear with me for a while. Every section of the citizens of
Bombay has co-operated with me during these few days to find out the
true position for myself—merchants, millowners, the public, the students,
There is nobody in Bombay who has not helped me to see things for
myself. They have listened to me patiently and agreed to do everything
that they could do in the interests of the country. For all this my best
thanks are due to you, citizens of Bombay.
Now, what has been my experience of things during the past week ?
First and foremost, that there is no civilised.. Government in existence in
Bombay today. There are two Governments in existence in this city and
they are Lathi Raj and the Lies Raj. The cruelties and barbarities
perpetrated by the so-called custodians of law and order have evoked
universal condemnation and even those who had still faith in the Government could not help expressing their horror and disgust at this ruthless
conduct. Therefore, these barbarous deeds must} be whitewashed by
lies and the world made to believe that nothing whatsoever had
happened. But this Government yet does not realise that the spirit
created by the Indian National Congress in the people of India is not
going to die by lathis, and bullets.
My experience at the Congress Hospital was clearly this that men
and women of India were ready to suffer to any length in order that
India should be free. I returned from the hospital with mixed feelings.
I felt sorry and distressed at the sight of the wounded and the spectacle
of broken heads and bones, specially at the sight of the injured women.
But, I also felt happy that even my sisters had felt the urge of the
Motherland's call and risked their lives. I then realised that a nation
that felt the necessity of assaulting the women of another nation must
perish. History would record the deeds of bravery of our sisters in
letters of gold, and the nation which had the hair of our womanfolk
pulled, assaulted them and had them assaulted over and over again after
they had fallen could not lift its head in the world as long as the world
lasted, for the blot of this black deed would never be erased as long
the world existed. While taking rounds on Saturday morning I saw
a huge burly European probably a sergeant or some other police 'officer
sitting in his motor car with a revolver ready to fire. I wondered whv
this man had his revolver ready, for all the satyagrahis opposite were
unarmed and they had not had anything like even a stick. But, then
this man was a coward. How else can one explain this man's conduct
Lathi and lie are companions. The Government knew that enlightened
wotld opinion would not tolerate lathi so it must invent lies to whitewash
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it. But, I may assume the Government we are also out to see how long
it can go on with its lathis and bullets. Either you must run away or
we must perish under your fire. Lakhs upon lakhs of people will come
forward, crores will be ready to die there will be no toning down of the
programme or activities by Martial Law, or rifles or machine guns.
The hand that strikes will be fed till it will get paralysed out of sheer
satiety and not till then will this struggle stop.
Now what is the work before us ? As you all know Mahatmaji
started this war with the civil disobedience of the salt laws. But along
with this civil disobedience he also enjoined upon us to make complete
boycott of foreign cloth and of liquor. I am glad to tell you that I nave
been talking with the merchants of foreign cloth in your city and
shopkeepers themselves have promised me that they would henceforth
stop selling foreign cloth. The British shopkeepers who do not realise
that their business is being carried on due to the help of Indian
merchants should now realise it. By calling the police the Whiteaway
Laidlaw and Company for example, has stopped its business, at least
has ruined it to a great extent. And, I would like to know if there is
one Indian who will not feel ashamed to go and buy anything from this
concern who taking police help had our men arrested. The cloth that
will be purchased at this place will be misery of our countrymen.
There will be no picketing necessary there therefore, and as for the
Indian merchants as they have promised not to deal any more in foreign
cloth, we need not picket their shops either.
Now if there were no picketing /the police would get some rest and
be at some ease. But, we shall give them some exercise eveiy now and
then. There will be rallies and processions, banned by the Police
Commissioner and the Magistrate. I was really surprised at the show
of police preparations made for the rally on last Saturday, but I could
explain the thing only when I realised that the British had by this time
known that Indians had acquired soul force, and perhaps they had felt
that with help of soul force the whole of the police army would be
blown away. Whatever it may be, it will be the duly of every citizen
of Bombay, nay of India to disobey and defy all illegal orders of this
Government as long as British Empire were not broken into pieces.
Therefore
break
civilly
all
such
laws, help
the Congress
and finish the British Empire. An old English friend of mine, a
nobleman asked me the other day, who knew that the Gujerathi Bania
would sow the seed of destruction of the British Empire. The tree had
grown so quickly that the British Empire was today on its last legs.
Let us assure the agents of this Empire in India and in Britain that as
long as we are alive, as long as one man or one woman is alive in India
this British Empire will not flourish.
We must therefore organise ourselves.
I must offer my most sincere tribute for
they have been carrying on their work
prepare themselves for the final stage of
Desh Sevikas of Bombay could never be

The Desk Sevikas to whom
the wonderful and heroic way
and other volunteers must
the war. A big army like the
seen in any other part of the
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world. It is a clear indication or! the fact that all riiust help the Desk
Sevikas in picketing the British goods. You should not demand any
goods which is British made. You must entirely stop its import. You
must follow the instructions of the Congress Committees and destroy this
Government root and branch, a Government which has been looting you
systematically for the last one hundred and fifty years. But, mind you
the supreme need today is to organise the volunteers' work in such a
way as to finish the British trade in India altogether. Purchase
non-British goods whenever it may not be possible to get Indian goods.
Foreign cloth, must be boycotted altogether, but British goods must not
be patronised at all.
In regard to cloth, I may tell you that the millowners of Bombay and
Ahmedabad are ready to co-operate with you. They have agreed to
stop selling what it's called mill khadi. They have also agreed to
regulate the prices.
Next, we musti stop all supplies to the Government. In spite of all
the hardships that you will be subjected to. stop all supplies to this
foreign Government. Many of you have taken loans of this Government.
Do not renew those loans or take new ones when they are offered. Do
not give a single pie to this Government if you feel a bit for your
country, for your sons and for the youths of your country who have
suffered to make it free.
THE COMMISSION'S RECORD.—Coming to the Simon Report,
Motilalji said "today is the day for which some of our countrymen have
been anxiously waiting for. Those who were wise had anticipated the
Report, but some of the Liberal friends' heart was panting with hope;
they were however disappointed today. Today, some of them realised
that the Simon Commission was not wanted. You all know how the
Simon Report was written. It has been with lathis. It has passed
through lathis. The Simon Commission landed in India in the midst
of lathis in Bombay. It proceeded to the Punjab and killed Lalaji
one of the greatest of patriots India ever had with lathis. When ;it
proceeded to the United Provinces it very nearly killed Jawaharlal Nehru,
your Congress President, for your uncrowned king would have been no
more today, had it not been for the heroic way in which several youths
saved his life that day. Those who protected him braved death itself,
they had their heads and bones broken. And so went this unwanted
Commission from place to place accompanied by lathi. It came, wasted
lakhs of rupees and produced this report which nobody welcomed
except Maulana Shaukat Ali, whom we need not mind today. To read
this Report is a crime, to purchase it a double crime. This report must
be trampled under foot as were our satyagrahi brothers and sisters under
the hoofs of horses by the Government. Shatter it to pieces. That is
the only way to make Sir John Simon and the British Government know
fully your feeling in the matter.
THE CONFERENCE.—Lastly, as for the Round Table Conference.
That is the only hope of some of our friends. As the hope of the
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Simon Report is shattered I dm confident the hope of the Round Table
Conference of these friends will be shattered also. But, you must
remember that no war in the world would end except by the common
conference of the warring nations. When I gave that interview to
Mr. Slocombe I never meant that I would go to the Round Table
Conference or that I would recommend it to the Congress. Those who
did not like our unity today sought to disturb it by deliberately
misinterpreting it. Asked if I was carrying on any negotiations with
the Government, I told him plainly that there could be no negotiations
without Mahatmaji's sanction and if at all we negotiate we negotiate
as between two warring nations, as for instance Germany and Britain
negotiated
repeat again that there shall be
no Round Table Conference except on the conditions that India and
Britain meet as two Free Natipns to negotiate for peace. And, the
Congress as the only biggest constituted body of the nation will have
the predominant voice in these negotiations, which will be on the basis
that we are masters in our house. Otherwise there can be no Round
Table Conference and no end of this war".
Mrs. Munshi exhorted the audience to furnish a never ceasing stream
;>f volunteers for the great struggle.
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Bombay, 26th June 1930.

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 3133/H/3717, dated the 25th
June 1930.
Yesterday 5 liquor shops in the B ward, 12 in the E, 35 in the F and
7 in the G ward were picketed by the Congress volunteers.
26 volunteers were arrested yesterday in the Fort area for picketing
foreign cloth shops. 7 of these were sentenced to 4 months' simple
imprisonment and 6 to 4 months' rigorous imprisonment under Section 4
of Ordinance V of 1930 the same day. The remaining 13 were convicted
today and sentenced to 4 months' rigorous imprisonment.
About a dozen Congress volunteers who were returning to the Congress
House along Lamington Road last night made a demonstration in front
of the Lamington Road Police Station and shouted Pili Pagri ko riashta
karo (Destroy the yellow turbans). They were asked to disperse and
on their refusal were chased away.
the 20th under Sectcion 3 of
Mulji
AiCt XXII of 1922 by the Lamington Road police was acquitted on the
24th on his tendering a written apology to me and the Presidency
Magistrate trying the case.
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I forward herewith a verbatim report of the proceedings of the public
meeting held on the Esplanade Maidan on the 20th to celebrate the
1
Peshawar Day.
2
I attach a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin, dated the 25th.
Pandit Motilal Nehru left last night by the Culcutta Mail for
Allahabad. Telegraphic intimation was given to the Allahabad C. I. D.
and the District Superintendent of Police. I attach a cutting from the
Bombay Chronicle of the 26th giving an account of his negotiations with
the Bombay millowners. The Bombay Provincial Congress Committee
has now decided to intensify the movement of the boycott of the British
goods during the week beginning from the 28th. It includes in its
programme a house to house visit by the Congress volunteers to induce
all to use Swadeshi goods only. I attach a cutting from the Chronicle
3
of the 26th on the subject. The Indian Merchants' Chamber, at its
meeting held yesterday, decided not to send its representatives to the
Bombay Legislative Council or the Legislative Assembly in place of
Sir Purshottamdas Thakurdas and Lalji Naranji resigned until Gandhi
was released and an amicable settlement of national demands was
made.
Last evening about 500 boys and 100 girls under 12 years of age of
the newly formed Vanar Sena (Monkey Army) assembled at the Jinnah
Hall. They were given plantains and sweets by some Marwari
merchants. They were then taken in procession by Batuk Desai and
Keshavrao Ghurya along Kennedy Bridge, Nana Chowk, Frere Bridge
and Lamington Road. They carried 15 tri-coloured flags. A band
consisting of a drummer and two buglers accompanied the procession.
On their return to the Congress House they were shown a cinema film
depicting Dharasana assaults and given red handkerchiefs.
One Somsunder T. Pillai was arrested yesterday while he was drawing
a sketch of an European Police Sergeant receiving a thrust in his side
from the sword of a Pathan soldier. Beside the sketch was the inscription " This Pa.than soldier is trying to kill the Police Sergeant. He
has already killed one white Sergeant". He is being dealt with under
Section 108 of the C. P. Code.
Yesterday there was a private meeting of lawyers in Bhulabhai
J. Desai's chamber. They decided : (1) to congratulate all persons
convicted in connection with the Civil Disobedience Movement, (2) to
follow Gandhi's programme of complete boycott of foreign goods and
(3) to fight it out wiijh the High Court if it deals with ar^y of the lawyers
under its disciplinary jurisdiction. Severe criticism of the Simon
Commission's Report; continues. To show the public's disapproval of
the Report a huge procession with black flags is intended to be taken
out shortly. It is stated that they have not abandoned the idea of
a ' Garhwal procession' and propose to hold it as soon as weather
permits.
25 picketers were arrested today. At the request of the manager of
Whiteaway Laidlaws no guard was sent to the shop today.
••'
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BOMBAY CHRONICLE
26th June 1930
AGREEMENT BETWEEN MILLOWNERS AND F t MOTILAL
The negotiations which Pandit Motilal Nehru, Acting President
of the Indian National Congress, had been carrying out with the
millowners with a view to
foreign
were concluded yesterday. A general agreement has been arrived at that
the millowners will help the movement for the boycott of foreign cloth
by not raising prices of cloth above the level prevalent when Mahatmaji
started on his march or the current level whichever is lower, during the
period ending 31st October 1930. The following are the principal terms
of the agreement with the millowners \
(i) The millowners shall not use khadi stamp or give the name
of khaat to any cloth manufactured in their mills.
(ii) They shall not manufacture in their mills such cloth as may
pass for khadi i.e., hand-spun and hand-woven cloth.
(iii) They shall not make cloth of the following specifications : —
Any cloth, grey or bleached, warp and weft counts, each coarser
than 18, [Eighteen counts shall include either single or multifold
yarn, the count of which (multifold) comes to 18 or less ] plain
weave, one up and down, single or double drawn, single or double
end welt, including checks, plain weave, also those made on dropbox and circular box and carpets.
Those mills that make coarser counts coming under the definition
of cloth, similar to khadi shall make an earnest and sincere attempt
to turn over to other sorts, as early as possible, and for this
purpose, shall submit periodical reports of the efforts and results.
They, however, shall be at liberty to make drills, satins, tussers,
twins cloths and jaquard and dobbi patterns in the body dyed cloth,
cloth made from dyed cotton, blankets malidas.
(iv) The millowners shall not use foreign yarn or silk in the
manufacture of cloth, either in the body or in the border.
(v) The millowners shall undertake to make available for retail sale
their productions to the maximum of 40 per cent of the looms of their
mills in each width and 40 per cent of spindles engaged on the single
and multifold yarn trade at prices at which they were sold on the
12th March or as near thereto as possible thereafter or at current
market rates whichever be lower for the period ending 31st October
1930.
The 60 per cent production will be disposed of by the millowners
themselves. The restrictions as regards price does not specifically apply
in this respect but it is expected that their prices would be controlled
by the prices fixed for the 40 per cent production.
(vi) Every millowner shall undertake to use swadeshi goods in his
mills as far as possible.
(vii) Every millowner shall undertake not to lower the quality of
sorts now marketed under certain numbers and names and to

by reducing the percentage
of size and other ways.
A committee consisting of 5 representatives of the millowners,
5' representatives of distributors of cloth, 5 co-opted members and
5 representatives of the Congress will be appointed to carry out the
purpopse of the agreement. As regards the representatives of the
Congress it is provided that they will work on the committee unless
Mahatma
otherwise directed
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My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 3175/H/3717, dated the 26th
June 1930.
I send you herewith a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin
1
dated the 26th.
I forward also a verbatim report of the proceedings of the meeting
2
held on the Esplanade Maidan on the 21st.
Yesterday 9 liquor shops in the B Ward, 4 in C Ward, 31 shopsi in the
F Ward and 9 in the G Ward were picketed. In the E Ward there was
no regular picketing, but batches of Congress volunteers went round
singing national songs and songs advocating prohibition.
25 Congress volunteers were arrested yesterday in the Fort area. Out
of tjhese 17 were sentenced to 4 months' rigorous imprisonment the same
day. The remaining 8 were tried today, 5 being sentenced to 4 months'
rigorous imprisonment and 3 to 4 months' simple imprisonment each.
Today 24 volunteers have been arrested so far.
I attach a cutting from the Bombay Chronicle of the 27th giving a
report of the meeting of the Cotton Brokers' Association held on the
26th protesting against the new Ordinance
regarding
picketing.
Anandilal Podar and Rai Saheb Shivramdas Kedia declared their
intention of renouncing their titles of Justice of the Peace and Rai
Saheb, respectively.
About 50 persons, including 25 young boys, went in procession
yesterday evening from the Congress House carrying a bier on which
were placed leaves covered with a red cloth. The processionists
shouted cries of "Dastur hai hai", "C. I. D. hai hai", "Police
Commissioner hai hai", "Pili Pagri hai hai", etc. They proceeded along
Lamington Road and turned into Khetwadi Main Road where they
made a demonstration in front of the Khetwadi Police Quarters shouting
that Mr. Dastur died at 5 p.m. and that his body was being taken for
cremation. They burnt the "corpse" at the junction of Sandhurst Road
and Khetwadi Main Road. This incident caused considerable excitement
among the Parsis residing in the locality and soma Parsis are reported
1

2

and . Not reproduced here being not available in original.
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to have belaboured the Congress Volunteers and the boys. B. F.
Bharucha appeared on the scene and he was also beaten by the Parsis.
It is further reported that the Parsis threatened to take out Gandhi's
effigy and burn it publicly. They also threatened to, assault all Hindus
wearing white caps appearing in Parsi localities such as Khetwadi and
Grant Road. Sir Cowasji Jehangir and Mr. P. J. Murzban are going
to Khetwadi this evening with the object of pacifying the Parsis and
advising them not to take the law into their hands, as they are afraid
that if another procession of this nature enters a Parsi locality, there will
be a serious row.
On Sunday, the 29th, the national flag will be hoisted by the Bombay
Provincial Congress Committee either at the Congress House or on the
Gowalia Tank Maidan and an appeal will be made to the public to
hoist national flags on their houses and stamp their letters and
correspondence with the words "Boycott British goods" and the imprint
of the national flag.
I send you a copy of Inspector Lyon's report on a picketing incident
1
at the Liberty Bar on Girgaum Road.
BOMBAY CHRONICLE
27th June 1930.
COTTON BROKERS DEFINE OBJECT OF NEW ORDINANCES.—
A meeting of the Cotton Brokers' Association was held at Marwadi
Bazaar at 12 noon today under ithe presidency of Mr. Anandilal Podar.
Discussion centred round the Viceroy's new Ordinance about picketing.
Several speakers were of the opinion that Ordinance was promulgated
only with a view to benefit the foreigners.
The following resolutions
were passed: —
"This meeting of the members of the Bombay Cotton Brokers'
Association strongly condemns the last two Ordinances, namely, the
Prevention of Intimidation Ordinance and the Unlawful Instigation
Ordinance promulgated by the Governor-General on 30th May 1930"The statement issued by the Government justifying the Ordinance
contain allegations which are misleading, erroneous and far from the
truth. The Ordinances directly belie the high professions of the
Viceroy and the Secretary of State regarding their desire to promote
peace, and indicate that the Government desire the sale of British goods
at the point of bayonets against the determined wishes of the people.
"The Ordinances in the opinion of the meeting interfere with the
civic liberties of the people, as they take away from them their birth
right of preventing their ignorant brethren by way of peaceful
picketing a method universally acknowledged as a legitimate one by
all the civilised nations of the world to abstain from the curse of
drinking and to abstain from using foreign goods which drains uway
the wealth of the country and bleeds them white.
x

. Not reproduced here being insignificant.
•
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"This meeting strongly condemns the Ordinances because they
confer unlimited powers on the Police who have made themselves
notorious by their repeated excessive repression.
"This meeting further opines that the Ordinances will never serve
the purpose for which they are designed ; on the contrary they will
sow deep the seeds of hatred which would be impossible to root out
even after a political settlement.
"Hence this meeting recommended to the Government -that they
should repeal the ordinances immediately.
" That in pursuance of the resolution passed by the ' Moombai
Vepari Sansthaonie MahamandaT no Indian, should keep any deposit
with the British Banks from the 1st of July 1930".
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My dear Collins,
In continuation of D. O. No. 3200/H/3717, dated the 27th
June 1930.
1
I send herewith a copy of Bombay Congress Bulletin, dated 27th .
Yesterday 8 liquor shops in the B ward, 5 in the C ward, 24 in E
ward, 32 in the F ward and 12 shops in the G ward were picketed by
the Congress volunteers.
Out of the 26 volunteers arrested yesterday in the Fort area 16 were
convicted yesterday. Ten of these were given 4 months' rigorous
imprisonment and 6 who were youngsters were given 4 months' simple
imprisonment. The remaining 10 were sentenced today to 4 months'
rigorous imprisonment each.
Several school boys from the Kabibai School, Bhatia High School,
Esplanade High School and other small schools in the Fort absented
themselves and roamed about the Fort area saying that they took a day
2
off on account of Vallabhbhai Patel's release and as a protest against
police assaults on children.
Last evening about 100 merchants of Dadar dealing in foreign cloth
and sundries held a meeting at Dhuru Hall. Mrs. Lilavati Munshi
presided. It was decided that they should not indent for any foreign
cloth up to next Diwali. They also decided to help the Congress by
contributing to the Congress funds for which a committee consisting of
T. R. Naravane, Devchand Hirachand, Ratilal Revashanker, Ratilal
Ambaram, G. S. Kanthi, Gopalrao Garud, etc., was appointed.
The Jains and the commerce graduates of Bombay held meeting at
Government
and sympathising with the Swadeshi movement were passed.
2

Not reproduced here.
Vallabhbhai's release at this crucial stage of the movement gave it new dimensions.
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The mahamandal of the cloth merchants of Bombay has not yet come
to a definite decision on the question of closing the markets for a month
as a protest against the new Ordinances and the repressive policy of
Government.
The students' conference will be held at 2 p.m. today at the Opera
House under the presidentship of Dr. D. D. Sathaye. Admission to the
conference is by ticket and restricted to delegates from schools and
colleges. I attach a copy of an appeal to the students issued by the
Bombay Provincial Congress Committee reminding them that they
1
should respond to the call of the motherland.
The flag salutation ceremony will be performed tomorrow morning at
the Congress House and the boycott week will commence on Monday
the 30th. Vallabhbhai Patel has been invited to come to Bombay during
the week.
All solicitors' offices are closed today as a mark of sympathy for
G. V. Kapadia, solicitor, sentenced to 6 months' rigorous imprisonment

on the 19th.
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No. 3227/H/3717.
Bombay, 30th June 1930.
My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 3217/H/3717, dated 29th June 1930.
T send herewith a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin of 28th.
On the 28th 6 liquor shops in the A ward, 4 in the B ward, 10 in
C and D wards, 31 in the E ward, 35 in the F ward and 25 in the
G ward were picketed, women volunteers, numbering about 14 picketed
7 toddy shops at Tardeo Road and Chikalwadi.
On the 29th 7 liquor shops in the A ward, 4 in the B ward, 16 in C
and D wards. 32 in the E ward, 33 in the F ward and 25 in the
G ward were picketed. About 40 women volunteers picketed the toddy
shops in C and D wards and about 15 picketed toddy shops in the
E ward. Some of the toddy shopkeepers closed their shops at 7 p.m.
when they had no hope of getting any customers. At many shops the
female volunteers were given chairs to sit on. At Colaba 2 picketers
were arrested on the 28th and 2 on the 29th.
On the 28th, 12 volunteers were arrested in the Forest area, out of these
8 were sentenced to 4 months' R. I. each the same day. The remaining
4 were tried today 3 being sentenced to 4 months' rigorous imprisonment
and one to 4 months' simple imprisonment
On the 29th the national flag salutation ceremony took place at the
Congress House at 8 a.m. Mrs. Perin Captain unfurled the national flag
on the building of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee in the
presence of about 500 volunteers and 300 members of the public. The
Vande Mataram song was sung by all those present and Mrs. Perin
Captain asked the people to maintain the prestige of the national flag.
T

» Not reproduced here.
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About 700 children belonging to the Vanar Sena (Monkey Army)
drilled for about half an hour on the Gowalia Tank Maidan and returned
to the Congress House shouting slogans relating to the boycott of
British goods. About 500 members of the prabhat feri (Morning
Minstrels), who go about in the city singing national songs during the
early hours of the morning, visited the Congress House in batches and
dispersed.
In the afternoon of the 29th the Tarun Bharat Vyayam Mandal organised
a procession of workers in furtherance of the boycott programme
of the Congress. About 300 workers started in procession from the
maidan opposite the K. E. M. Hospital and proceeded via Suparibaug
Road, Arthur Road, DeLisle Road, Prabhadevi, Elphinstone Road and
Dadar to the maidan opposite the Gold Mohur Mill. They carried
placards bearing inscriptions, " Procession of the Tarun Bharat Vyayam
Mandal", "Become Congress Members" and "Boycott British Goods".
S. B. Mahadeshwar and Moreshwar Mhatre took the lead.
On the night of the 29th the Matunga Taluka Congress Committee
held a meeting of about 40 persons under the presidentship of
Mr. M. B. Udgaonkar, Nilkanth Iyer, Swami Anand and the president
exhorted the people tp boycott foreign goods, carry out the programme of
the boycott during the week and collect foreign clothes for a bonfire.
The Bombay College Students' Conference opened at the Royal
Opera House on the 28th to consider the attitude of the students towards
the present movement. Dr. S. K. Vaidya presided. About 2,000
students attended. Mrs. Hansa Mehta, the chairwoman of the reception
committee, and Dr. S. K. Vaidya delivered their addresses explaining to
the students their duty to the country. The Conference was attended by
members of the Youth League among whom were K. D. Kopikar, A. S.
Kulkarni, A. R. Bha.t, M. H. Vakil, K. K. Menon, W. P. Kabadi, Batuk
Desai, S. C. Vin, S. N. Kapoor, Miss Freni Bhesania, Khandwala,
N. N. Choksi and local Communists such as S. V. Ghate, Mrs. Suhasini
Nambiar, D. V. Deshpande and S. B. Shringarpure. The first day of the
Conference passed off peacefully but the second day was marked by
scenes of uproar and disorder created by the Communists headed by
D. V. Deshpande and supported by some of the Youth Leaguers. As
the majority of the students did no* agree with the Communistic views
of D. V. Deshpande, the president eventually turned Deshpande out of
the Conference. The Communists and their followers, numbering about
a dozen, then left the Conference. The Conference was divided on the
question of the boycott of colleges and as there was no time to count
the votes in favour or against the boycott of colleges, the Conference
adjaumed sine die and the students were asked to look up the newspapers
for the result of the voting. I attach a cutting from the Times of India
giving a summary of the proceedings of the Conference. I also attach
copies of an appeal issued to the students by the Bombay Provincial
Congress Committee, and the Bombay Presidency Youth League advising
the students to leave the colleges and placing before them the programme
of work to be carried out by them.
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The Boycott Week commenced this morning. A number of volunteers
were given posters advocating the boycott of foreign goods to go about
in the city and paste them at conspicuous places. Leaflets in vernacular
advising the boycott of foreign goods were sent out for distribution
among the people and national flags to be affixed to letters are being
sold. About 200 volunteers were sent out in motor lorries to preach
the boycott. At some places volunteers go into the bye-lanes preaching
the boycott.
I attach a translation of a leaflet in Marathi addressed by Laxman
1
Govind Khanolkar to, the Police .
2
I also attach a copy of a pamphlet against the boycott of colleges .
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 58.
Bombay, 28th June 1930.
INDIA'S GRAND OLD MAN.—The memories are resounded of
that Grand Old Man, who first explained the British Members of the
Parliament the burning questions of India, and who first made them
understand that India was no longer a land of the myth, a land where
every one was a rich Pasha, mounting on elephant, and hunting chittas
in the forests, but a land, of increasing poverty, a land of starving millions
a land of mass illiteracy. Tomorrow, Bombay citizens will observe
his death anniversary. It is but a decade and a few years more since
that Grand Old Man of India passed quietly away from our midst on
the quiet shores of Bombay, but during his lifetime, even he had been
insulted and humiliated, as a Blackman of India, a natural legacy
of a slave nation, and yet he rose above all this ; he won the love of
Indians and foreigners, and faught his struggle bravely, with a foresight
which bespeaks of genius and intelligence, for instance this is what he
said 34 years ago to the Welby Commission: "Can the British Sovereign
call upon the Indian as she can call upon the British people, or as the
Russian Czar can calll upon the Russians, to share in her joy ? Yes,
Yes, on one condition. The people of India must feel that, though the
English Sovereign and people are not kindred in birth and blood, they
are kindred in sympathetic spirit, and just in dealing; 'that, though they
are the step-mother, they treat their step-children with all the affection
of a mother
that the British Rule is their own rule. The affection
of the Indian people is the only solid foundation upon which an alien
rule can stand firm durable, or it may some day vanish like a dream.
(1) Is British Rule for the good of both India and Britain, and a rule of
iustice and righteousness? or (2) Is the British Rule solely for the
benefit of Britain at the destruction of India or in other words, the
ordinary rule of foreign ^despotism, the heaviest of all yokes, the yoke
of the stronger ? " Dadabhoy did not get an answer to it, it is for us
to understand that the old exploitation is continued, and we can onliy get
out of the grip by overthrowing this Government.
*

1
2

*

*

Not reproduced here.*
Not reproduced because it is a verbose appeal to students not to boycott colleges.
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THE BOMBAY TELEPHONE CO.—We have been informed that
the delay in repairing t(he telephone at the Naoroji's where Pandit Motilal
Nehru was staying, was due to reasons for which the Telephone Co. are
in no way responsible. There was never any intention to cut off the
telephone connection at the house so as to embarass the client of the
Co. or his distinguished guest. The delay in setting the telephone aright
was due to the difficulty in locating a damage that had happened to the
Telephone Co.'s underground cables.
*

#

•

STUDENTS AND CONGRESS.—Today the Indian Nation and the
student community all over the country are eagerly awaiting the decisions
that the Bombay Students' Conference are going to arrive at. We have
no doubt that those decisions will be truly worthy of the great traditions
of daring and independence of the Bombay /youths.
There seems to be some confusion regarding the position of the
Congress in relation to the students. The Congress today have no
intention of reaching a mere boycott of colleges. We, however, feel that
the time has come when every student should feel the urge within him
to throw off his yokes and join the Congress movement, to carry out its
programme of civil disobedience. Those; who feel they cannot leave
their colleges can yet help us in the other activities of the Congress. But
whatever be the decision you may arrive at, Comrades, do nothing that
shall weaken the Congress. We have been compelled to give this
warning because certain treacherous agencies are at work tio use you
as tools to discredit the Congress.
TIMES OF INDIA
30th June 1930.
BOYCOTT OF COLLEGES.—The College Students' Conference
opened at the Royal Opera House, Bombay, on Saturday afternoon.
The primary object of the conference was to decide the attitude that they
should adopt in the present political struggle. Dr. S. K. Vaidya presided.
Lond before t;he time the conference was announced to begin the theatre
was filled to its utmost capacity and when the proceedings actually
started there were still a number of students vainly seeking admission.
A party of Congress volunteers lined up the entrance to the theatre,
while a pisse of police constables under abou^j half a dozen officers
posted themselves on the road and regulated traffic.
Both Mrs. Hansa Mehta, the chairwoman of the reception committee and Dr. Vaidya, the president, while advising the students to join
the movement, deprecated the idea of any drastic measures against
those who seriously objected tjo boycotting colleges. Dr. Vaidya asked
only those students who were above the age of 18, who were not
married, and who were the only sons of their parents, to leave their
colleges. The others could carry on the Congress programme even while
remaining in colleges.
PRESENT ROLE OF STUDENTS.—Mrs. Hansa Mehta in her speech
said that they were now passing through a most critical period in the
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history of their country. The present campaign launched by Mr. Gandhi
was a final effort to win swaraj by non-violent means and he had shown
them the way to do it most effectively. She was not one of those who
believed that students should keep aloof from politics. When the
country's freedom was at stake and when hundreds of young men were
taking part in the struggle, she asked whether the students would be
mere spectators or would give their active support in shaping the destinies
of their country. What they would learn at first hand in the intricacies
of the struggle would more than compensate them for the discontinuance
of their studies. She, however, warned them against leaving colleges
until a definite scheme of work had been defined. For this purpose she
suggested that a committee consisting of prominent Congressmen and
students should be formed. " I hope", the speaker concluded, " this
Conference will not adopt any drastic measure against the conscientious
objectors to the boycott of colleges. "
The president at the outset said that the question of whether they
should or should not leave colleges was a question which each individual
student should answer for himself. He, however, did not want to
wriggle out of the president's responsibility of giving them advice. All
students must think in terms of their country. The country now
demanded the services of all people pre-eminently of those who were
youthful. " But before I proceed I want you to tell you whether you
do or do not want me to give you advice", demanded the speaker.
" Unless I get an answer to that question I shall resume my seat", he
added.
MASS PICKETING DISFAVOURED.—' N o " came a few faint
voices from the gaPery. The house was hushed into silence while the
president still waited for a reply and then came several simultaneous
cries of " Yes " and "repeat the question."
The question, however, was not repeated and the ^president resumed
his address. He asked all students who were above the age of 18, who
were not married, who were the only sons of their parents and had the
blessings of their parents in the action they would take, to leave their
colleges. He was not in favour of carrying
After the presidential address, a subjects committee was formed and
the Conference adjourned to Sunday.
*

BOMBAY PRESIDENCY YOUTH LEAGUE
Lea
to University students thoroughly to identify themselves with the
national struggle and the conferences to be held today at the various
college centres will be asking students who, we hope feel the inner urge
to suspend their studies and join local satyagraha camps. It is felt that
the response will be warm and enthusiastic if the students are given
a practical programme of work backed by an assurance of necessary
funds. It need not be emphasised that for a decisive victory in the
present struggle as many intelligent workers as possible must go to the
A-115— 16-A.

*
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village to intensify the Congress programme. Taking all these facts
into consideration we have prepared the following programme :—<
Taking one taluka as a unit for each of the eighteen districts of the
Presidency excluding Sind, ten volunteers will be sent to each such taluka.
Besides these 180 volunteers who will go. out into the villages another
set of 180 will be kept in reserve at the headquarters to take their place
whenever necessary.
The immediate programme of work before these propagandists will
be : —
(1) Boycott of Foreign Cloth.
(2) Boycott of Liquor.
(3) Introduction of Charkha, Tahli and Hand-Looms.
(4) To fight the tyranny of the Village Officers and the Police by
exposing them.
(5) Giving small Medical Relief.
(6) Village Panchayat Organization.
(7) Preparing the Masses and the Peasants for Civil Disobedience
and non-Payment of Taxes and Land-Revenue to Government.
The expenses required for these 360 men per month have been roughly
calculated at Rs. 7,000 including the cost of their food which is calculated Rs. 10 per head, travelling (3rd class) and printing and
stationery for propaganda purposes, roughly calculating that tjhe village
propaganda will have to be carr'ed on at least for four months more, a
sum of Rs. 30,000 will be necessary. Out of this sum promises of
nearly 10,000 rupees have been made and there is little fear that the rest
will be forthcoming without any hitch. A distinguished citizen of
Bombay is credited with the idea of financing a scheme giving two
students to each village. It may provide work immediately almost to all
the college students who are today studying in the colleges.
«

«

•.

CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE AT ITS PEAK
The movement reached its zenith in July 1930, Bombay Presidency
was certainly the province where the movement gained deepest support,
and affected the administration most seriously. The Governor of Bombay-,
Lord Sykes was perturbed all the while, and was devising ingenius ways
and means to win over the support of industrialists, the Liberals so-called,
and groups of vested interests.
Civil Disobedience campaign coupled with the Great Economic
Depression had a devastating impact on the economy of Bombay City.
There was an uneaw slump and recession in the cotton textile industry.
The boycott did create many problems for the millowners. The Bombay
millowners, many of whom professed to be nationalists, were opposed to
Civil Disobedience. They argued through their Board Rooms and meetings
with the bureaucracy that the boycott movement tied up capital, and
thereby deepened the depression throughout the mill industry in Bombay.
A number of mills were closed, while many others had to take recourse
to rationalisation and retrenchment. Unemployment and wage cuts which
A-115—16-B.
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could really be attributed to the depression, the high exchange rate
maintained by the Government of India and the deflationary budget
of 1931, caused unrest among the millhands. The labour force became
highly volatile, and the millhands injected an element of violence in the
Civil Disobedience Movement.
It is strikingly noteworthy that while the millowners and their
organisation the Bombay Millowners' Association were alienated from the
Civil Disobedience Movement, the businessmen and merchants of Bombay
supported the movement throughout. Most of the leaders of businessmen
were staunch Congressmen. Many of them were nominated Congress
1
Dictators' and members of the War Council. The foreign cloth dealers
withstood immense losses with a smiling face at the call of Gandhiji.
The Bombay Native Piece goods Merchants' Association, the Mulji Jet ha
Market, the Stock Exchange, the Cotton Exchange and the Bullion Exchange
sacrificed their business interests and participated in the hartals. It cannot
be claimed that every merchant was a nationalist Congressman. But it
can very well be said that all of them under leadership of their trade
organisations extended their full support to the movement in men and
matter. The Police Commissioner once noted that the Congress had more
power than Government in the cotton market of Bombay.
But the attitude of the millowners was, by and large, almost hostile to
the Congress. Industrialists like G. D. Birla, Naranji and Ambalal
Sarabhai were in a minority. These three patriotic industrialists argued
that the Government itself had forced the depression on India to protect
the industry in Lancashire and Manchester, and it was only Gandhiji s
movement which had diverted the people from violence to Civil
Disobedience. But for these three leaders of industry, the entire
community of millowners including even Sir Purshottamdas Thakurdas,
Sir Homi Mody, F. E. Dinshaw, Sir Phiroze Sethna and Sir Ness Wadia,
1
was opposed to Civil Disobedience.
Salt satyagraha had ceased to be practicable after the onset of the
monsoon in June. The emphasis of Civil Disobedience was, therefore,
shifted to a complete boycott of foreign cloth and liquor shops. This was
quite in keeping with the policy decisions of the CWC made in its meeting
of 15 May. The BPCC took its initiative in implementing the decision
of the CWC. But it stuck more to the basic guidelines laid down by
Gandhiji. An important addition to Gandhiji's guidelines, after his arrest,
was disobedience to the Ordinances promulgated by the Government of
India. In its Jufte resolution the CWC exhorted the soldiers and police
to resign their posts and also to treat satyagrahis as brothers. Students
were not instructed to withdraw from Colleges but merely encouraged to
participate fully in Civil Disobedience, even to the extent of suspending
their studies. In this matter the Bombay Congress Bulletin took some
liberties with the CWC resolution and exhorted the students to boycott
colleges. This has had serious repercussions in Bombay.
Considerable
number of students from, the Elphinstone College and the Wilson College
boycotted their classes. There is, however, no evidence that the students
1. See K. K. ChaudharJ, History o? Bombay, pp. 167-76 for a detailed analysis of the role
3i businessmen and industrialists during Civil Disobedience.
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displayed any misconduct or violence. They were simply fired by a patriotic
spirit ana Gandhiji's message. The Students' Conference and the Youth
League in Bombay were quite active throughout this period. It is remarkable that in a voting at the Students' Conference a resolution favouring the
voluntary boycott of colleges was adopted with a thumping majority with
only a few students remaining neutral.
—Editor.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 3249/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 1st July 1930.

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 3227/H/3717, dated the 30th
June 1930.
I send you herewith a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin, dated
the 30th June.
On the 30th 6 liquor shops in the A ward, 4 in the B ward, 12 in
the C and D wards, 36 in the E ward, 32 in the F ward and 24 in
the G ward were picketed. About 30 women pickets carried on the
picketing of toddy shops in the C and W wards while about 20 picketed
in the E ward.
The 4 pickets, who were arrested by the Colaba Police on Saturday
and Sunday for picketing toddy shops, were sentenced to 4 months*
rigorous imprisonment on the 30th.
On the 30th, 27 volunteers were arrested in the Fort area, 14 of these
were convicted the same day, 6 being sentenced to 4 months' rigorous
imprisonment and 6 to 4 months' simple imprisonment. The remaining
13 v/ere sentenced to 4 months' rigorous imprisonment today.
I attach a translation of a Marathi leaflet addressed to the police by
1
S. L. Vaingankar. Laxman Govind Khanolkar, who issued a number of
leaflets exciting disaffection among the police, was arrested today at the
Congress House. He will be tried on the 3rd along with the two
volunteers who have 1 en remanded to that date. The volunteers named
Jamnadas Parekh and Yeshwant Ramchandra Rao were arrested yesterday
by the Yellowgate Police Station for distributing objectionable leaflets
amongst the police. They were sentenced to 4 months' rigorous imprisonment each under Section 3 of Act XXTT of 1922.
The news of Pandit Motilal Nehru's arrest reached Bombay yesterday
afternoon and after it was confirmed the Congress volunteers were sent
out by the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee to proclaim a hartal
for two days on the 1st and 2nd. Most of the shops in the Indian
business localities closed down in the evening. Many school boys from
the Fort and Dadar schools came out and indulged in demonstrations.
The students at Dadar insisted on hoisting the national flag on the
1
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Anglo-Portuguese school but the police dispersed them. Later some boys
put up a flag on the school building. This morning almost all the
principal business centres are closed. The shops of the Bohris and other
Muhammadan merchants are open. Most of the college and. school boys
did not attend their colleges and schools and are roaming about.
In consequence of the distribution of leaflets in Marathi asking the
mill workers to observe a hartal for two days on account of the arrest
of Pandit Motilal Nehru, a number of mills did not open this morning.
Out of the 77 mills only 22 are working. 13 mills have been closed by
the management for stock-taking. 42 mills closed down on account of
the hartal. The B. B. and C I. Pare! workshops are working with half
their strength as a number of workmen did not go to work on account
of the arrest of Nehru.
The boycott programme of the Congress is being carried out by
volunteers who go about in motor lorries exhorting people to observe
the boycott. Many volunteers, including ladies, go from house to house
and obtain signatures from people on the Swadeshi pledge. I attach
1
a copy of the leaflet giving instructions to the public for the observation
of the boycott week.
The result of the voting at the students' conference was announced this
morning in the press. It is stated that by a large majority the Bombay
Students' Conference has passed a resolution favouring the voluntary
boycott of colleges. The resolution passed by the conference appeals to
the students to boycott colleges if they are satisfied that they should
do so in the interests of the country. 446 students voted in favour of
voluntary suspension of studies, 250 voted for compulsory suspension of
studies, 86 for no suspension and the rest remained neutral. Some
students, who are in sympathy with the activities of the Youth League,
contemplated picketing the colleges. The subjects committee of the
Bombay Students' Conference decided yesterday to appeal to the students
to observe a complete hartal on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th July as a mark of
protest against the repressive policy of Government as well as against
the arrest of Pandit Motilal Nehru.
fa

Ten more mills closed down after the recess at 1 p.m.
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 59

30th June 1930.

The Mill Stores Merchants' Association have resolved that for six
months no British goods to be imported, and all standing orders to be
cancelled and that no delivery should be taken of the indented goods.
We congratulate them and trust this example would soon be followed by
all class of businessmen dealing in varied commodities, especially British
piecegoods.
1
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We have received a letter from Messrs Madhavdas, silk merchants
of Hornby Road, Bombay, whose shop was picketed a copy of the letter
that they addressed to the Police Commissioner in which they state:
"We desire to make it quite plain that we have no objection whatever
to any number of pickets picketing our shop and we do not desire that
the police should either harass, molest or arrest the picketers in any
way. We cannot see young boys and fine youths of this country being
taken away to jail for no offence whatsoever. These pickets are
patriotic sons of our country and they are welcome guests at our shop.
Further thejy state that no pickets should be arrested before their shop.
We congratulate them and hope to see that the patriotism of our
pickets will evoke similar outbursts against the police hooliganism
throughout the country".
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 3282/H/3717,

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 2nd July 1930

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 3249/H/3717, dated the 1st July.
I send you herewith a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin dated the
1st July 1930.
Yesterday 6 liquor shops in the A ward, 4 in B ward, 13 in the C and
D wards, 35 in the E ward, 34 in the F ward and 26 in the! G ward were
picketed. About 30 women volunteers picketed the toddy shops in C
and D wards and about 15 in the E ward.
One Shankar Dharmaji Sonavale was arrested yesterday by the Matunga
Police for distributing objectionable leaflets issued by S. L. Vaingankar
to the police at the Dadar Police Court. His case has been adjourned
to the 4th.
Yesterday 24 volunteers were arrested in the Fort area while picketing
foreign cloth shops. Out of these 10 were sentenced to 4 months'
rigorous imprisonment yesterday. The remaining 14 were tried today,
13 being sentenced to 4 months' rigorous imprisonment and one being
acquitted as he pleaded that he was not a satyagrahi.
Yesterday afternoon about 700 boys and girls marched in procession
trom Madhav Baug along C. P. Tank Road, Kandewadi, Girgaum Back
Road, New Charnj Road and Sandhurst Bridge and dispersed at Chaupatty.
One of the girls carried a photo of Pandit Motilal Nehru. They shouted
boycott slogans along the route.
A public meeting under the auspices of the Bombay Provincial
Congress Committee was held last evening at Kanbai Wadi, Kandewadi.
About 3,000 people attended. Mrs. Lilavati
Munshi
presided.
Mrs. Munshi said that at the Working Committee of the Congress was
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declared illegal, she would not be surprised if the Bombay Provincial
Congress Committee was similarly dealt with by the Bombay Government.
In such an eventuality people should open Congress houses in their own
homes and carry out the programme ot the Bombay Provincial Congress
Committee. Vithalbhai J. Patel said that people should not be surprised
at the arrests and sentences which had become common place in these
days. There were 4 ways of putting a stop to this movement. Arrests,
lathis, bayonets and firing. Jails and even lathis had not cowed the people
who were now ready to suffer any hardship. He would move a vote of
thanks to Government for having given an impetus to the movement by
the arrest of Motilal Nehru and Dr. Syed Mahmud. He exhorted the
people to observe the creed of non-violence and boycott foreign cloth,
especially British cloth, till the demands of the people were accepted.
Another meeting was held last evening on the maidan opposite the
K. E. M. Hospital. About 3,000 persons—mostly labourers—were present
S. B. Mahadeshwar, Dr. Mrs. Mayadevi and B. V. Varerkar exhorted
the labourers to join the Congress light for independence. They
congratulated Pandit Motilal Nehru and Dr. Syed Mahmud on their arrest
and condemned the repressive policy of Government.
Two persons were noticed being assaulted by the mob yesterday having
been ' mistaken for C. I. D. men near the place of the public meeting
at Kanbai Wadi.
This morning Vallabhbhai J. Patel arrived in Bombay and he was given
a reception at the Grant Road Railway Station by the office bearers of
the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee led by Mrs. Perin Captain.
He was then taken in procession along Charni Road, Girgaum Back
Road, C. P. Tank, Thakurdwar, Girgaum Road, Opera House, Lamington
Road, to the Congress House. About 10,000 people, including 500 ladies,
took part in the processiom, which was accompanied by 4 bands of sorts.
The number of the processionists swelled when it proceeded beyond the
Prarthana Samaj building. Some people discarded their foreign caps and
hats which were collected by the volunteers. A number of tri-coloured
flags were carried and the usual solgans of boycott, etc. were shouted.
The hartal continues today. The only mill working in Bombay today
is the Colaba Land Mill. The workshops of the B. B. and C. I. and
G. I. P. at Parel and Matunga have not so far been affected. The men
of the tramway workshops did not resume work after the recess yesterday,
but they are working today. All cinemas were closed yesterday. About
3,000 workmen visited the Congress House this afternoon. Most of the
schools and the colleges, except the Elphinstone College, have been
affected and school and college boys are noticed roaming about
practically the whole day. Congress volunteers continue to go about in
motor lorries shouting boycott slogans and distributing leaflets. I attach
a copy of a leaflet regarding the boycott of foreign cloth.
I also attach the translation of the Marathi leaflet addressed to the
1
police by Vaingankar .
It was an appeal to the Police to abdicate Government Service, Not reproduced
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Bombay, 1st July 1930.
*

*

*

GOVERNMENT FINDS 6TH RESOLUTION ABNOXIOUS—The
Government communique, it seems, found the sixth resolution of the
Working Committee (now unlawful) rather too unpalatable. We submit
that resolution once again for the benefit of our military and police
brethren: —
*

DUTY OF MILITARY AND POLICE FORCES.—The Committee
takes this opportunity to impress upon Indians employed in the military
and police forces of the Governmemt that it is as much their duty as that
of other Indians to strive for the freedom of their country and expects
them to treat satyagrahis and oithers engaged in the achievement ot that
ireedom as their brethren and not as enemies. The Committee draws
their attention to the fact that it is not only no part of their duty to
commit cruel assaults on unarmed and unresisting people but that they
are criminally liable for such assaults even though committed under orders
of their superior officers.
TODAYS HARTAL IN LABOUR AREA.—Every worker in this
city is observing hartal at the arrest of the Acting President. Almost all
mills remain closed today. We congratulate our volunteers of the
F Ward District Congress Committee for spending a sleepless night
yesterday and explaining to the workers about the arrests and what they
should do after the arrests. There will be huge public meeting this
evening at K. E. M. Maidaa, Parel.
BOYCOTT FOREIGN CLOTH
INDEPENDENCE.—Sacrifice and action are the only ways to Swaraj.
Britiain has prospered, enjoyed and fattened on India's resources and
money. They are shopkeepers and they will understand only in terms
of business. For business they are here and for business they dominate.
So stop their business. Have no trade or commercial connections with
them. Boycott foreign cloth and British goods.
PROBLEM OF FOREIGN CLOTH BOYCOTT.—India's average
consumption of cloth is 17 yards per head. The average importation of
foreign cloth is 33 percent of the total consumption i.e. 6 yards.
11 yards per head are produced by Indian mills and handlooms. Only
6 yards of cloth per head per year is required to make the boycott
complete and effective for ever.
HOW TO PRODUCE 6 YARDS.—Total extra cloth required will be
about 200 crores of yards of cloth. It is calculated by experts that an
ordinary spinner can spin in 8 hours enough yarn for one yard of cloth
and therefore 300 yards in a year by spinning only for 300 days. To do
this we require about 66 lacs of such spinners to replace the required

quantity.

.

.
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WE MUST DO IT.—Is it too big a task for a nation of 33 crores of
persons ? Only if 3 persons out of 200 take to spinning then the
required quota will be completed and the boycott will be successful
for ever.
LILAVATI MUNSHI
VRAJLAL RAICHAN D
G. DESAI
Boycott Committee.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 3307/H/3717.
My dear Collins,
In continuation
July 1930.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 3rd July 1930.
of

my

D. O.

No. 3282/H/3717,

dated the 2nd

I send you herewith a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin dated
the 2nd.
Yesterday 6 liquor shops in the A ward, 4 in the B ward, 19 in the
C and D wards, 32 in the E ward, 40 in tjhe F ward and 24 in
the G ward were picketed. About 35 women volunteers picketed the
toddy shops in C and D wards.
27 volunteers were arrested in the Fort area ye&terday for picketing.
Out of these 10 were sentenced to 4 months' rigorous imprisonment;
3 to 4 months' simple imprisonment and 1 to 2 months' simple
imprisonment. The remaining 13 were tried today and sentenced to
4 months' rigorous imprisonment each.
On the evening of the 1st about 300 students and workers held
a meeting under the auspices of the Young Workers' League at Dhuru
Hall, Dadar. R. M. Jambhekar presided and said that during the last
railway and mill strikes the Congress did not render any help to the strikers.
The railway and millworkers should, therefore, remain aloof from the
Congress movement which was being carried on capitalistic lines. They
should join the Red Flag movement and strengthen the unions of the millworkers and railwaymen. D. V. Deshpande, who was turned out ol
the students' conference held at the Opera House on the 29th June,
condemned the resolutions passed by the students' conference and
appealed to the audience not to join the Congress but to join the
Red Flag movement. Vasant G. Khale, Philip Antone and Sadashiv
lobber supported Jambhekar and Deshpandse in their appeal to the '
1
workers to join the Red Flag movement . T. R. Naravane, the Secretary,
of the G ward District Congress Committee, opposed the views put
Communists oppose 1 Civil Disobedience not on ideological grounds but due to
economic depression and unemployment in Mill industry.
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forward by Deshpande and his comrades and asked the audience to join
the Congress, movement whole-heartedly if they wanted freedom for all.
The audience resented the suggestion of Naravane that they should join
the Congress Movement with the result that there was considerable
uproar and confusion. As the majority of the audience consisted of
workers, the following resolutions were declared passed by the president: —
(1) This meeting condemns the attitude adopted by Dr. S. K. Vaidya,
the president of the students' conference, towards Deshpande and his
friends.
(2) This meeting appeals to the workers and students to join the
workers' and peasants' movement.
(3) This meeting resolves to achieve complete independence on the
basis of a socialist republic.
D. V. Deshpande and his friends continued their agitation against the
Congress movement on the 2nd by holding a meeting of about 500
millhands in front of the Dinshaw Petit Mill, Lalbaug. Ramchandra
Babaji Neherkar presided and Philip Antone, D. V. Deshpande and T. V.
Patil made speeches exhorting the millhands not to take part in the
Congress propaganda which was carried on in the interests of the
capitalists. The workers were advised to strengthen the Girni Kamgar
Union by joining it in large number. A procession was then formed of
the millhands present, and about 400 of them marched with red flags
to the Esplanade Maidan. Ramchandra Babaji Neherkar, Philip Antone,
D. V. Deshpande and T. V. Patil addressed them. It was pointed out
by the speakers that unless the Congress took up their grievances and
placed the workers on an equal footing with the Congressmen, the
workers should not join the Congress movement. They criticised the
Congress leaders, including Gandhi and Nehru, with their eleven points
and Dominion Status scheme, and said that they always sought to protect
the capitalists and the landlord class. Moreover the Congress had shown
no sympathy towards the workers and had rendered them no help during
the last strikes.
Vallabhbhai J. Patel intends to stay in Bombay till Saturday the 5th.
He addressed a meeting of the Desk Sevikas at the Vanita Vishram Hall
yesterday afternoon and complimented them on the good work done by
them for the Congress. He appealed to them to take to spinning and
produce enough yarn tQ make their own clothing. He also visited the
Congress hospital and the Worli prison in the evening. He will address
a meeting of the ladies at Kanbai Wadi near Hira Baug this afternoon,
a labour meeting tomorrow evening and a public meeting on Saturday.
He is staying at the house of a sharebroker named Mansukhlal Chhaganlal
in Ramnivas building at Sandhurst Road.
Congress volunteers continue going out in lorries, shouting boycott
slogans and distributing leaflets urging the bojycotlt of British
School and college boys also go about shouting boycott slogans, A few
college students remain at the gates outside the colleges and endeavour
to get the students who have gone in to come out. There is also picketing
at the Elphinstone College and the number of students attending is small.

y
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The students of all colleges will take out a procession from the Gowalia
Tank Maidan this afternoon in support of the boycott programme.
They will go about in Girgaum and other localities and then proceed to
Chaupatty where they will disperse after holding a meeting. Vallabhbhai
is going to address the students tomorrow.
Dr. S. K. Vaidya is reported to have severed his connection with the
students' conference. The reason has not been disclosed, but it is
asserted that he is quick-tempered and that the students could not put
up with him any longer.
The following persons are reported to be on the Sholapur unofficial
enquiry committee appointed by the Maharashtra Provincial Committee—
Bhulabhai J. Desai (Chairman), Husein B. Tyebjee, A. N. Surve,
C. M. Saptarshi of Ahmednagar, S. S. Dev of Dhulia and one member
of the Deccan Sabha, Poona.
All the mills are working today. About 250 workmen of the G. I. P.
Railway workshop at Matunga, who went out after the recess yesterday,
resumed work today. The cloth markets opened today but they will be
closed in the course of the day on account of the arrest of Mrs. Perin
Captain and the two secretaries this morning under Section 198, I. P. Code.
Mrs. Lilavati Munshi, being out of Bombay, has not yet been arrested.
I attach a translation of a Marathi leaflet addressed to the police over
1
the signature of S. L. Vaingankar. A number of copies of the leaflets
issued by this individual were thrown by someone into the police chowki
at Bellasis Road and into the compound of the Lamington Road Police
Station on the 1st.
The managements of the Bomanji Petit Mills, the Jamshed Manufacturing Co. Ltd., the Asur Virji Mill Limited, the Bombay Cotton
Manufacturing Co. Ltd., and the Ruby Mill have put up notices informing
the employees that owing to the depression in trade the mills will be
closed from the 1st of August 1930.
1
I attach a copy of a cyclostyled leaflet entitled Revolt said to be
edited by Rat an Dalai for the publicity department of the Naujavan
Bharat Sabha. It appears to be the work of the "Youth League" boys.
The editor's name is fictitious. This leaflet is not being sold openly so
far but is being circulated among students who are now observing
hartal.
80 prisoners were removed last night from Worli to Visapur, they have
no trouble in Bombay.
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 61.
Bombay 2nd July 1930.
The Bombay Satyagraha Committee reiterates its loyalty to the
Working Committee.
The declaration of the Working Committee of the A. I. C. C. as an
unlawful body is a direct challenge to Congressmen all over India. The
* Not repioduced.
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Bombay Satyagraha Committee declares that they shall faithfully carry
out the instructions contained in the resolutions passed by Working
Committee on the 8th June last. We shall hold that document as a sacred
testament and we call upon every Congressman in the country to declare
himself as an outlaw so long as the Working Committee remains illegal
under the law of a Government which is not our Government. We own
no allegiance to the British Government and it is our sacred duty to
create a spirit of general defiance of authority and in the last resort to
paralyse this Government We call upon every citizen in Bombay to
have a copy of Resolution No. 2 mounted and prominently displayed in
every home. We print the text of the Resolution, No. 2 which has come
under the ban of the Government.
REPRESSIVE POLICY OF THE GOVERNMENT.—Whereas the
Government has indulged in a regular orgy of relentless repression to
stifle ithe satyagraha movement and has established a reign of terror
throughout the country by actively encouraging or conniving at open acts
of lawlessness and violence committed on the people by the very officials
charged with the maintenance of law and order.
And whereas the following among other unlawful acts have been
committed in pursuance of this policy, that is to say: (1) cruel and
indiscriminate beating of unarmed and unresisting men, women and
children by, in the presence and under the order of, responsible British
and Indian Officers in many towns and places in the country, (2) indecent
assaults on men and women and hitting them on their private parts,
(3) shootings without any justification, (4) inhuman treatment of the
wounded and obstructing the private Red Cross and ambulance work,
(5) arrests and convictions on false charges, (6) uncalled for application
of Martial Law, (7) unlawful introduction of Martial Law conditions
without the formal application of Martial Law, (8) misuse of Section 144
of the Criminal Procedure Code and other provisions of the law,
(9) trespasses on private property and forceful ejectment of lawful
occupiers, (10) supression of authentic news and the issue of false and
misleading communiques and (11) fomenting Hindu-Muslim differences.
And whereas the Governor-General has recently promulgated three
ordinances, namely, the Press Ordinance, the Prevention of Intimidation
(Ordinance and the Unlawful Instigation Ordinance, the first of which has
killed free and independent nationalist journalism and the last two have
made it criminal to organise the peaceful picketing of liquor and
foreign cloth shops, the social boycott of Government officers participating
in various kinds of excesses and to carry on propaganda for non-payment
of taxes not voted by the representatives of the people.
And whereas the statement issued by the Governor General justifying
these Ordinances contain allegations which are contrary to facts showing
that the Governor-General is either kept in complete ignorance of the
actual happenings in the country or is intentionally ignoring them.
Now therefore this Committee calls upon the country to meet the
situation thus created, by publicly disobeying the three ordinances aforesaid with calm and unflinching courage and strict observance of nonviolence under the gravest provocation as heretofore, and carry out

253

fearlessly all the resolutions of the Congress, the A. I. C. C. and the
Working Committee regardless of the said Ordinances.
In particular the Committee advises the people to carry on with
redoubled vigour the peaceful picketing of liquor and foreign cloth shops,
social boycott of Government officers known to have participated in
unjustiliable assaults on satyagrahis and others and to extend the
campaign for non-payment of land tax to parts of Gujarat, Maharashtra,
Karnatak, Andhra and Tamil Nadu where it has not yet been started,
and also intensify and extend the campaign of non-payment of Cho.wkidari
tax in Bengal, and start it in Bihar and Orissa.
OUR DUTY.—In accordance with our functions as the Satyagraha
Committee we shall wage relentless war against the British Government
by defying the Ordinances.
The Government communique states that their most serious feature of
these resolutions was that the Working Committee issued an incitement
to troops and police to fail in their duty in dealing with the Civil
Disobedience Movement. It is our intention to bring home to the minds
of every soldier and/ every policeman in the country his duty as an Indian
as defined in resolution No. 6 of the Working Committee. Towards that
end we shall direct the issue of bulletins and pamphlets to impress
upon Indians employed in the military and police forces of the Government that it is as much their duty as that of other Indians to strive for
the freedom of their country and expects them to treat satyagrahis and
others engaged in the achievement of -that freedom as their own brothers
and not as enemies.. And we have the faith today that when the time
comes every soldier and policeman in India will redeem his soul by
making it clear to the Government that "it is no part of their duty to
commit cruel assaults on unarmed and unresisting people".
4

WOMEN LEAD: THE REVOLT OF THE GIRL GUIDES.—We
understand that owing to the refusal of the girls to salute the Union Jack
or sing the British National Anthem, the girl guide movement in the city
under British auspices is to be suspended for three months. If any girl
5n this city has any doubts as to what the Union Jack stands for she will
be well advised to ask her guider the sentiments which a responsible
officer of the Association expressed at a recent meeting of the guiders.
According to her it is disloyalty to help the Congress hospital and the
true expression of loyalty is to pass congratulatory resolutions and on
the Police defended the British Empire at Azad Maidan by assaulting
non-violent satyagrahis.
SATYAGRAHA IN NASIK JAIL.—As a protest against the general
ill-treatment of patients in hospital iSjts. S. S. Batliwala, Shantilal Dave
and Girdharilal, satyagrahi prisoners in Nasik Jail went on hunger strike
for two days. On the second day they refused to be locked up. The
jail authorities have redressed their grievances and everything has been
arranged satisfactorily. All the three hunger strikers are happy and in
good health.
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PRABHAT FERI—MORNING CHANTINGS.—Every chowki, every,
wadi, every moholla has organised prabhat feri of its own. What a happy
sight it makes to see a few kiddies in front with Tri-coloured flags, then
women and men, all in rows of two, all khaddar clad and some one by the
side holding a lantern for guiding the feri in darkness of early hours.
Everybody sings, everybody inviting) the Government to further its
repression to them, as the Government has done in Sukkur and other
places.
'
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 3326/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 4th July 1930.

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 3307/H/3717, dated the 3rd
July 1930.
I send you herewith a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin, dated
the 3rd July 1930.
Yesterday 6 liquor shops in the A ward, 4 in the B ward, 15 in the
C and D v/ards, 32 in the E ward, 36 in the F ward and 27 in the
G ward were picketed. About 30 women picketed the toddy shops in the
C and D wards and about 15 in the E ward.
28 volunteers were arrested for picketing foreign cloth shops in the
Fort area yesterday. 17 of these were tried the same day and convicted
and sentenced to 4 months' rigorous imprisonment each. The case against
one volunteer was postponed for the verification of his age. The remaining
10 volunteers were tried today and sentenced to 4 months' rigorous
imprisonment each. Large crowd collected in front of Whiteaway
Laidlaw almost throughout the day yesterday often abusing and jeering
at the police. At about 2 p.m. in the course of clearing the traffic on
Hornby P.oad some stones were thrown from a side lane near the Fire
Brigade Station and P. N, No. 688/A received an injury below the right
eye and P. C. No. 3553/A received bruises on his right shoulder and
left leg.
In connection with the boycott campaign many schoolboys went out in
small processions in the city. Some schoolboys went to Whiteaway
Laidlaw's shop at about 12-45 p.m. The police asked them not to stop
at the shop. They refused to listen to the police whereupon they were
dispersed with canes.
At about 4 p.m. about 400 college students started from the Gowalia
Tank Maidan with national flags and posters, one of them bearing the
5
inscription "G. S. Medical College. Boycott British goods. ' Seven lady
students joined the procession at Nana Chowk. The proaession went
along Kennedy Bridge, Sandhurst Road, Prarthana Samaj, Girgaum Road,
Dhobi Talao, Cruikshank Road, Bori Bunder, and Hornby Road shouting
'InquiJab Zindabad' etc. At Hornby Road on the south side of Bori
Bunder the procession was stopped and the students were asked to
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disperse but they refused to do so. The lady students were isolated and
the students were given a warning but on their refusal to disperse the
police charged them as a result of which the students ran away in different
directions. Some four college students received injuries and they were
removed to the Congress hospital in the Congress ambulance car.
Thereafter at about 5-30 p.m. a procession of about 500 ladies came
along Hornby Road. The lady leading the procession was asked to turn
an
the procession was allowed to pass on the understanding that they would
turn off Hornby Road and go through Parsi Bazaar. They did so and
returned from the Fort via Parsi Bazaar. They then proceeded to
Sandhurst Road via Crawford Market, Shaikh Memon Street, Gulalwadi
and Null Bazaar and dispersed. Along the route the desk sevikas sang
national songs and shouted boycott slogans.
On the 2nd the Principal of the Universal School at Khetwadi,
11th Lane, asked for help from the police at Lamington Road to disperse
a crowd of schoolboys who were attempting to get out the boys of the
Universal School. As the boys were very disorderly the police drove
them away by a cane charge. The Principal has reported that soon after
the boys were dispersed a Congress volunteer demanded an apology and
asked the Congress volunteer to mind his business. On the third the
Principal noticed about 15 mawalis loitering near the school and
threatening him for calling in the police. Instead of asking for police
help he closed the school as only 15 students out of 100 attended the
school owing to nervousness on the part of the parents and guardians.
The Principal has been told that police help will be given to him whenever required.
Vallabhbhai J. Patel addressed a meeting of ladies at Kanbai Wadi,
near Hira Baug, yesterday afternoon. He congratulated Mrs. Perin
Captain on her arrest and her strenuous efforts on behalf of the national
causes in Bombay. He was pleased to see the stronghold the movement
had taken in Bombay and wished thait college students also should join
the movement. He assured the ladies that no matter what they did in
Bombay, Gujerat would fight a non-violent battle to the last man.
A,bout 3.000 ladies attended.
In the evening he addressed a public meeting which was held without
notice on account of the arrest of Mrs. Perin Captain and the secretaries
of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee. The meeting was held
at Kanbai Wadi near Hira Baug. About 10,000 persons were present.
Dhirajlal Chhaganlal Modi who has been nominated as president of the
Bombay Provincial Congress Committee, was in the chair. Vallabhbhai
paid a glowing tribute to the activities of Mrs. Penin Captain and her
friends. He said that Government was mistaken in their belief that the
movement would be defeated by the arrest of the leaders. From what
he saw he had no hesitation in saying that people were ready to go on
with the movement without the leaders. He was asked what the people
shouM do in the event of martial law being declared in Bombay and his
reply to them was that the martial law had been already in force in
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a veiled lorm and he would welcome it because that was the last weapon
the Government could use, after which thedr struggle would be successful.
He, however, warned the people not to give any cause to Government
to put martial law into operation. Referring to the merchants he said
there could be no business when the nation was engaged in a life and
death struggle. Referring to the students he said that those who wanted
to remain in their colleges at such a critical time should come to see him
or to come and hear his lecture dressed in saris. As regards the Round
Table Conference, he said, that :there could be no such conference without
Gandhi.
A verbatim report of Vallabhbhai's speech at the above meeting has
1
been taken and it will be forwarded as soon as it is ready.
As a protest against the arrest of Mrs. Perin Captain many of the
business centres at Mandvi and Sheikh Menon Street were closed in the
afternoon. The Municipal Corporation also adjourned for the same
reason on the motion of E. R. Hirjibehedin, Honorary Magistrate.
Last evening a variety show was presented by college girls and boys at
tfhe Blavatsky Lodge in celebration of the boycott week. About
300 people attended the show. Admission was by tickets costing annas
four each. Miss Manek Kabadi, Miss Shirin Davar and N. Khandwalla
took a prominent part.
Laxman Govind Khanolkar, the author of a number of leaflets, addressed
to the police, was convicted yesterday and sentenced to 4 months' rigorous
imprisonment. The other two Congress volunteers, who distributed leaflets
and who were tried with Khanolkar, were convicted and sentenced to
4 months' rigorous imprisonment by the Presidency Magistrate, 2nd Court.
Moreshwar Govind Mhatre, who organised a procession, under the
f
auspices of <he Young Workers' League in connection with Garhwal Day
on the 22nd June, was arrested today for attempting to enter the Naigaum
armed police lines to distribute objectionable leaflets to the police issued
by Vaingankar. About 700 copies of the leaflet were found with him.
The boycott week programme includes the observance of the flag day
today. People have been requested to hoist national flags on their houses,
2
shops, etc. I attach a copy of the leaflet issued in connection with flag
day. Dr. N. S. Hardikar performed the ceremony of hoisting the national
flag in the compound of Sukhanand Wadi, near Hira Baug, this morning
in the presence of about 300 people.
After the singing of Bande Mator am Hardikar made a short address
and exhorted the people to keep the flag flying by contributing their
mite to the service of the motherland. National flags are being sold in
the city and the Desk Sevikas will move about in the city today with
national flag.
Mrs. Lilavati Munshi and Noor Muhammad Hoosein Vallibhoy were
arrested this morning. They were put up before the Magistrate, 3rd Court,
together with Mrs. Captain and others, arrested yesterday. All of them
1
z

Not available in original papers.
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were convicted under Sections 188 and 109 I. P. Code in respect of the
Bombay Congress Bulletins of the 25th, 26th and the 30th June and
sentenced as under : —
Mrs- Perin Captain
,,

Lilavati Munshi

. . . . . . 1
Y
J

Indrajit G- Thakore
..
.-.
G- B. Mahashabde
Noormohamed H. Vallibhoy ..

~]
y
.J

3 months' sftriole imprisonment each-

5 months' rigorous imprisonment each-

The Court room was almost full and nearly 200 to 300 Desk Sevikas
were present.
The Revolt issued by the Naujavan Bharat Sabha yesterday has
appeared in Gujarati today. Another Gujarati news bulletin giving
information about the Congress movement has been published since
yesterday by one A. M. Bhavanagri of Babula Tank Road, Bombay-9.
Tomorrow will be observed as Gandhi Day and all cloth markets and
other business centres will be closed. It is a]so rumoured that the mills
are likely to be affected as was the case on the last Gandhi Day.

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 62.
Bombay, 3rd June 1930.
The food on which the tender plant of liberty thrives is the blood of
the martyr. The rope of the hangman, the axe of the executioner
(we may also add the lathi blow from our Police comrades) or the shot
of the gunner, extinguishes individual life, only to make the desire for
corporate life keener and stronger. Banishments, deportations, imprisonments, tortures and confiscations, are the usual weapons of the tyrant to
strangle liberty, to extirpate those that are after i t but they have so far
proved ineffectual to kill it.
OUR PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE.—Our president, Mrs. Perinben
Captain was arrested this morning at 6-30 a.m. at her place. She gave
the following message just before her arrest : —
" Be true to our creed of non-violence and carry on the struggle
with courage, calmness and dignity. Show yourselves to be worthy
followers of our saintly leader."
INDIAN VOICE FURTHER STRANGLED.—The Viceroy has issued
one further Ordinance and has come into force from today. We may
assure our sympathisers, readers and countrymen that the Bombay
Congress Bulletin will be issued as usual, with as much sedition, as much
force, and as much truth. It will as usual fight with the Government
and with the falsehood that it invents every day. Our conviction, that
the Bombay Congress Bulletin is a necessity for our avowed purpose and
undying determination of opposing the Government, will always stand.
The lawless regime with this Ordinance has further choked the Indian
voice. It is for the people and for us to see that we shall not be
subject to such suppression of true facts. Henceforth, we request the
A-1I5—17-A.
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public to help us, and we request them to help us in extending the chain
oi sedition, by copying our bulletins and distributing them amongst the
less fortunate people who have not got the bulletin.
OUR FAITH REWARDED.—The sitting of the All-India Working
Committee met at Allahabad on the 27th June. The eighth resolution
requires the unlawful Congress Committees to function on, notwithstanding
such declaration on the part of the Government. We humbly beg to
contend our resolve to continue the fight, unflinching and undaunted and
assure the Committee that the interferences from the Government will
as usual be disregarded with indifference.
*

*

*
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 3341/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 5th July 1930.

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 3326/H/3717, dated the 4th
July 1930.
I send you herewith a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin, dated
1
the 4th together with a copy of the Revolt of the same date.
I forward herewith a verbatim report of the proceedings of a public
meeting addressed by Vallabhbhai J. Patel on the evening of 3rd July
2
1930.
On the 4th six liquor shops in the A ward, 4 in the B ward, 16 in the
C and D wards, 32 in the E ward, 35 in the F ward and 27 in the
G ward were picketed. About 25 women picketed the toddy shops in
C and D wards and about 15 in the E ward.
Yesterday 24 volunteers were arrested in the Fort area for picketing
foreign cloth shops. 14 of these were convicted yesterday and 7 were
sentenced to 4 months' rigorous imprisonment, 5 to 4 months' simple
imprisonment while 2 were sentenced to 3 months' simple imprisonment
each. One volunteer arrested on the 3rd, whose case was pending for
the verification of his age, was discharged yesterday as he was under age.
The case of the remaining 10 will be taken up today.
Moreshwar G. Mhatre, who was arrested yesterday in the armed police
lines at Naigaum for distributing objectionable leaflets to the police, was
9
convicted and sentenced to 6 months rigorous imprisonment the same
day by the Presidency Magistrate, 5th Court, Dadar. Shankar Dharmaji
Sonavale, who arrested on the 1st for distributing leaflets among the
police, was fined Rs. 30 as he was not connected with the Congress.
Vallabhdas R. Doshi, who was arrested yesterday by the Maharbouri
Police for distributing objectionable leaflets to the police, was sentenced
to 4 months' rigorous imprisonment the same day by the Presidency
Magistrate, 4th Court, Girgaum.
1

2

and Not given in original,
A-115— 17-B.
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I attach a cutting from the Bombay Chronicle , dated the 5th, containing
almost a full report of Vallabhbhai Patel's lecture to the college sttidents
yesterday at Kanbaiwadi, near Hira Baug. About 3,000 students and
others, including about 100 ladies, were present.
I forward a verbatim report of Vallabhbhai Patel's address to the
2
labourers delivered yesterday evening at Tara Baug, Mazagaon. About
700 labourers attended, and Dhirajlal C. Modi, the new president of the
Bombay Provincial Congress Committee, presided.
Last night Vithalbhai J. Patel addressed a public meeting of the cloth
merchants of Mulji Jetha Market in the Market chowk. Vithaldas
Vasanji Jairajani presided. About 5,000 persons attended. Vithalbhai
J. Patel said that although he was feeling feverish, he came to address
the meeting in order that the merchants might not be disappointed. He
visited many parts of India after his resignation of the presidentship of
the Legislative Assembly and was surprised to see the unprecedented
awakening among the people of India. In spite of the arrests of the
leaders the movement was going on vigorously. He asked the people to
remain non-violent because if they resorted to violence they would be
crushed in a minute and India would be in bondage for centuries to come.
His advice to them was not to purchase any cloth for one year and not to
deal in foreign cloth. He refuted the allegation made against him that he
wanted to increase the prosperity of Ahmedabad merchants at the cost of
Bombay merchants and said that all merchants were alike to him. He
did not ask the people to face lathi charges or bullets, but only to do one
practicable thing namely, not to purchase any cloth for a year.
Vallabhbhai Patel met the members of the Bombay Provincial
Congress Committee yesterday and advised them not to have so many
members on the war council. He said that the work could be managed
by one dictator, namely, the president of the Bombay Provincial Congress
Committee who was supposed to have the full confidence of the persons
who elected him. He expressed his appreciation of the work done in
Bombay by the satyagrahis.
This morning in celebration of "Gandhi day" about 4,000 persons
belonging to the prabhat feri (morning minstrels) took out Gandhi's photo
in a palanquin from Kandewadi. They proceeded along Mugbhat,
Thakurdwar, Girgaum, Lamington Road and went to the Congress House
singing national songs. From the Congress House they went about in
batches to different places in Girgaum and many of them returned to
Congress House. Vallabhbhai Patel visited Congress House at 8 a.m. and
addressed them as well as all the volunteers and satyagrahis who had
collected there. He advised them to continue the good work they had
hitherto been doing.
At about 9 this morning about 500 persons, including 150 women,
started from Bhangwadi, plying taklis. They went quietly along Kalbadevi
Road, Dadjyseth Agiari Lane, Chira Bazaar, Princess street and dispersed
near Devkaran Mansion where the volunteers from C ward have been
parading since they were stopped from parading on the Esplanade maidan,
1
Enclosure
not
reproduced
being
unimportant*
2
Not available in original record*
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This morning all the mills commenced working as usual but unemployed
workers went about making demonstrations with the result that a number
of mills closed down, some owing to nervousness on the part of the
management and some owing to stone-throwing by the workers. Only
22 mills are working today. At about 8-30 a.m. some millhands collected
in front of the Tata Mill at Poibavdi and made a bonfire of a few foreign
made caps and then proceeded to the Spring Mill and created a demonstration to bring out the men. When the Police went to disperse them one
Sakharam Ravji attacked Sergeant Gibbs with an iron bar but his helmet
saved him. He was arrested immediately. The men were ultimately
dispersed by the Police. At 10 a.m. about 500 workers collected in front
of the Atlas Mill at Reay Road. About 25 Congress volunteers also
came on the scene. The crowd demonstrated in front of the mill to bring
the men out, but on getting no response they rushed into the mill,
breaking open the rear door of the mill, and broke some panes of glass in
the time-keeper's offices and damaged the office clock. The management
thereupon closed the mill. All the workshops have been working as
usual.
All the cloth markets are closed on account of 'Gandhi day' today.
K. J. PETIGARA,
for Commissioner of Police.

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 63.

4th July 1930.
*

*

*

GOVERNMENT DECLARES WAR ON CHILDREN.—The assault
by pistolled, batoned sergeants on infants still continues in Bombay.
The mitfht of Britain is so great that it cannot even tolerate the mewing
of babd'.
GOV ERNMENT BY LIES.—The Secretary of State from his cowaraiy
retreat in London has declared that only minimum force was used at
Esplanade Maidan. In fact he is attempting to make the world believe
that the sergeants of Bombay are the meekest lambs going on earth. Has
the Secretary of State or the Governor of Bombay ever heard of the
existence of a Congress Hospital in Bombay where hundreds of maimed
and injured young men are groaning in agony because of the gentle
attentions of these hired agents of Britain. During the last few days
men and women holding political views which are not in sympathy with
those of the Congress have visited the Hospital and testified to the
atrocities to have been committed on non-violent satyagrahis.
The Wadia Trust have given Rs. 10.000 to the Congress Hospital
to support the humanitarian work that is being done in the
Congress Hospital. Do Englishmen realise the extent of the crimes of
their debased countrymen in India ?
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 3364/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 7th July 1930.

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 3341/H/3717, dated the 5th
July 1930.
I send you herewith a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin dated the
1
5th, together with a copy of the Revolt of the same date.
On tne 5 th, 6 liquor shops in the A ward* 4 in B ward, 13 in the C
and D wards, 24 in the E ward, 35 in the F ward and 12 in the G ward
were picketed. About 25 lady volunteers picketed the toddy shops in
the C and D wards and about 15 in the E ward. A volunteer named
Shripad Gangaji, who was arrested while picketing a toddy shop at
Colaba on Saturday afternoon, was sentenced to 4 months' rigorous
imprisonment the same day.
On the 6th, 6 liquor shops in the A ward, 14 in the C and D wards,
24th in the E ward, 34 in the F ward and 11 in ihe G ward were
picketed. About 30 women picketed the toddy shops in the C and D
wards while about 15 picketed in the E ward. There was no picketing
in the B ward on Sunday.
Out of the 10 accused arrested on the 4th and who were tried on the
5th. 9 were sentenced to 4 months' rigorous imprisonment and the case
against the tenth was adjourned for verification of his age. In all
12 volunteers were arrested on the 5th. Out of these 11 were sentenced
to 4 months' rigorous imprisonment and the case against one was
adjourned for verification of his age.
On the night of the 5th about 300 Bhandaris held a meeting at Dhuru
Hall, Dadar, Mrs. Shantabai Vengsarkar presided. The president J. R.
Dev and T. R. Narayane appealed to them not to tap the palm-trees for
toddy. It was resolved that the toddy-tappers in the G ward would not
tap or ask others to tap toddy and that if anybody broke faith, he should
be socially boycotted.
On the 5th picketing was resorted to at the local colleges as well as
at the Elphinstone High School and St. Xavier's High School. There
was no noteworthy incident at the colleges, the attendance was very
poor. There were however three incidents at St. Xavier's High School
where picketing was done by some students. One Dr. Joseph Moniz was
roughly handled by the students when he escorted his two children to
the school, and his motor cycle was damaged. One Kaikhushroo A.
Vakil and C. DeCosta were also jostled and pushed by the students when
they accompanied their children to the same school. Both these persons
have filed complaints of assault at the Esplanade Police Station. This
morning the colleges and the schools are working. Miss Freni Bhesania
and two lady students have issued an appeal to the students, who are
prepared to suspend their studies to meet them at the Students'
Brotherhood, if they wanted to help the national movement.
Enclosure not reproduced.
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of the Bombay piecegbods frierchants, th
js, soap, perfumery and toilet preparati<
also resolved not to indent for import, or buy from the local agents any
goods of British manufacture for a period of three months. The dealers
in motor accessories have also resolved not to get motor accessories
from England. The Bombay iron and steel merchants have also decided
to boycott all British iron and steel until the national demands are
granted or until the release of Gandhi. The Indian merchants as a body
have resolved to stiffen the boycott programme by having no dealings
with British firms, banks and commercial agencies. The rice merchants
and many other associations have resolved not to import or export any
goods by British owned or chartered ships.
Vallabhbhai J. Patel spoke at three meetings before he left for
Ahmedabad on the night of the 5th. He addressed the cloth merchants
of Bombay in the Mulji Jetha cloth market on the afternoon of the 5th
and said that if they had responded to Gandhi's call in 1921, there would
have been no, necessity for the present movement. As the acting
president of the Congress he could not allow them to sell their present
stock as long as Gandhi was in jail. Speaking at a meeting of Parsis held
at the Sir Cowasji Jahangir Hall he said that attempts were being made
to scare away the Parsis from joining the movement in two ways. The
Parsis were told that if the British raj came to an end Bolshevism would
take its place. Hisi reply was that the strength they would acquire under
Swaraj
Bolshevik attacks. It was also said
that the Parsis being a minority would not like to be ruled by the
majority, but he would certainly prefer to be ruled even by a minority
community like the Parsis to being ruled by foreigners. He appealed
to the Parsis to maintain the traditions of the late Dadabhoy Naoroji and
others who had worked for the emancipation of India. After the meeting
was over a procession of about 200 Parsis including Lady Jamshetji
Jijeebhoy and Mrs. F. S. Talyarkhan was taken out from the hall to
Dadabhoy Naoroji's statue near the Oriental building. A Parsi boy
climbed the statue and placed a national flag on it. The last meeting
addressed by him was at Madhav Baug which was attended by over 25,000
people and presided over by Dhirajlal Chhaganlal Modi. A verbatim
1
report of his speech is attached .
I attach a cutting from the Bombay Chronicle of the 7th giving an
account of the proceedings of the meeting held by the Indian Christians
in support of the Congress movement. About 700 people, mostly Indian
Christians, attended.
On the morning of the 6th about 250 children of the vanar sena
assembled on the Gowalia Tank Maidan and proceeded to Lamington
Road via Frere Bridge.
it 700 cl
Girgaum Back Road.
Madhav
and given light refreshments. From there they were taken to Morar
Baug where they dispersed. About 150 Congress volunteers paraded on
the Gowalia Tank Maidan and about 200 volunteers were given
instructions in drill at the Jinnah Hall.
Not ieproduce:l here
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On Sunday, the 6th, tkadashi day, & iarge number of people went to
Chaupatty to bathe in the sea. Many millhands went to Chaupatty
and Matunga sea front in batches shouting national slogans and carrying
national flags instead of singing religious songs as was their custom in
the past. There were also a number of prabhat feri processions of men,
women and children going about in almost all parts of the city. They
went about with national flags singing national songs. The boycott week
carnival, which was to have taken place in the afternoon on grand scale,
was abandoned, partly due to the advice of Vallabhbhai J. Patel and
partly to the want of proper organisation in the absence of the convicted
leaders.
The week was wound up by a public meeting at the Jinnah Hall in
the evening. Dhirajlal C. Modi presided. About 7,000 persons were
present among whom were Miss Kanta Khandwala, Mrs. Ratanben
Mehta, Mrs. Hansa Mehta and Vithalbhai J. Patel. The latter was the
principal speaker. He said that their enthusiasm should not die down
after ' boycott week' was over. He had been a strong advocate of the
boycott of British goods for a long time and he would reiterate his
advice, not to purchase any cloth for one year. He severely criticised the
millowners for attributing motives to him and said that the millowners
in India were like the millowners of England. They were opposed to
him because in the case of his advice being followed by the people, they
would not be able to increase the price of mill cloth. The people should
see that nothing went to Britain, whether the merchants suffered losses
or not. He finally advised the people not to buy anything British.
About 100 Mussalmans paraded the Muslim localities in procession
yesterday shouting slogans such as " Islam Zindabad", " Mohamed Ali
Zindabad", and " Boycott Congress ". At about 11-15 p.m. yesterday when
some Muhammadan boys were going along Abdul Rehman Street with
the object of pasting certain Khilafat leaflets against the Congress at
Pydhonie, it is alleged that some unknown person threw either a stone
or a bottle at them from Khandwalla Building on Abdul Rehman Street.
The missile struck a boy named Salemahomed Abdul Latif, aged 16, on
the head causing a contused wound for which he was treated at the
J. J. Hospital and allowed to go. A mob of 50 young Mussalmans
collected near Khandwalla Building probably to take revenge but they
were pacified by the police. The building was mostly unoccupied and
the few Multani families who were living there could not throw any light
on the incident.
I attach a translation of a leaflet? in Marathi issued over the signature
of Bharat Kumar (son of India), advocating the boycott of the police
and military.
At a meeting of the depressed classes held at the Sir Cowasji Jehangir
Hall yesterday under the presidentship of Devrao Naik, it was decided
that the depressed classes, whose interests had been ignored by the
Congress, should not join the Congress movement until the question of
-

1
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untouchability was solved. One Shivtarkar and D. V. Pradhan supported
the above resolution. About 1,000 persons were present.
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
Bombay, 5th July 1930.
No. 64.
BOMBAY'S HOMAGE TO PER1NBEHN.—Yesterday after the close
oi the trial which resulted in the conviction of our president and four
comrades a procession of ladies filed past the prison door to pay their
tribute of love and respect to our dear leader. It was only physical
exigencies that prevented the whole of Bombay from tendering this loving
homage. Today, there is none dearer to the heart of every man, woman
and child in Bombay than our incarcerated leader. She in her frail
shown symbolised the true spirit of satyagraha. During the days we
had the privilege to work with her, her presence had been a perennial
source of inspiration and courage to us all. And now that the Government has so cruelly spirited her away, sadly as we feel the void in our
midst, our determination is yet stronger to keep alive the flame she has
kindled in us. There is one phrase which Perinbehn always loved to
repeat when referring to our saintly leader, Bapuji, whose name was
always on her lips and whose ideals has ever been the guiding motive
of her conduct. With those words we now greet her and remain
confident that even from behind prison bars we shall still continue to
draw that great strength which alone can be given by the " terrible
meek ".
THE REVOLT.
been
in this city a cyclostyled paper named Revolt. As far as it is a courageous
attempt to defy tjlie provisions of the recent ordinance it will have the
sympathy of everyone and we hail the spirit of daring of its sponsors.
But we regret to note that the tone of the paper is contrary to the
spirit of the Congress—as we have been made to understand that there
is a general feeling that the Revolt is a subsidised attempt of ours, we
want to make it clear that the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee
owns no responsibility for any other organ except the Congress BulletinWe further appeal to the public to discourage all such irresponsible
attempts as are subversive to the ideals of the Congress today.
OLD VETERAN IN THE FIGHT AGAIN.—The old memories of
the pre-Non-co-operation days come, when we hear the clarion call,
Dr. Annie Besant sounds in England, assuring the Indian Nation of her
intention to join the movement. Wle congratulate the old veteran who
takes the field once again.
•

BOMBAY CHRONICLE
7th July 1930.
INDIAN CHRISTIANS SUPPORT CONGRESS AND CONDEMN
REPRESSION.—The Indian Christians of Bombay and the suburbs
covering different nationalities and denominations asserted themselves
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by publicly throwing in their lot with the Indian National Congress and
identifying themselves as Nationalist Christians.
A public meeting was called to form Nationalist Christian Party on
Saturday evening at Biavatsky Lodge and passed resolutions approving
of the Congress propaganda and denouncing those institutions which
claimed to speak on behalf of the community. Mr. T. Guido presided.
One feature of the meeting was that most of the Indian Christians, and
particularly the speakers, were clad in khaddar.
The proceedings commenced with the singing of Vande Matram by
Miss Khorshed and Miss Manek Minocher Homji. Mr. Joachim Aiwa
at tne outset read messages from prominent Indian Christians including
Mr. J. C. Kumarappa and Dewan Bahadur Arogaiswami Mudaliar,
ex-Minister of Madras, who had resigned on Simon Commission issue.
NO ISOLATION.—Mr. Guido in his introductory remarks said that
the time for basking in the official sunshine and of going to the Round
Table Conference had gone, and the Indian Christians should
unhesitatingly denounce the present policy of the Government which
emasculated the nation and which had brought a prosperous country to
tfhe state of extreme destitution. The Indian National Congress was the
only right political force of the country and it was the only institution
which represented the Indian nation as a whole. The Government had
clapped Indian leaders into jail and had accumulated forces of destruction
as had never accumulated before.
Indian Christians could never stand isolated and hang on to the apronstring of the Government. He called upon Miss Ida Dickinson to move
the first resolution as under :
" This meeting of the Indian Christians of Bombay and suburbs
emphatically demands for India the right of self-determination and is
of opinion that immediate grant of self-Government alone will satisfy
her political aspirations.
" It hereby declares that Indian Christians as a body should have
nothing to do with the proposed Round Table Conference, unless and
until Government makes it clear that it is being convened to frame
a Constitution for India, with substance of independence.
" This meeting views with alarm the prevailing tension in the country
and condemns the panicky legislation and violent methods to crush
a non-violent national movement.
" This meeting cordially extends its sympathy to the .relatives of
those who have given their lives and to those who are wounded and
suffered in other ways for the national struggle".
A FREE INDIA.—Miss Dickinson said when Mahatma Gandhi
launched the Non-Co-operation Movement ten years ago he said his nonco-operation with Government involved co-operation with other
communities. She was glad to see different communities sinking their
communal differences and uniting together as one man in their demand
for self-Government. The Indian Christians could not afford to stay
aloof and keep out of politics. The Indian Christians had no .worries
of child marriage or caste distinctions and therefore their responsibility
in the national struggle was great. In the interview published in the
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Chronicle Mr. Slocombe is reported to have stated that the Indian people
should wait till the .socialist Government put their house in order.
i4
India could not afford to wait". She personally longed to see India
tree before she departed from this land.
RULED BY ORDINANCE.—Mr. J. S. S. Malelu seconded the
resolution and said in the last war India gave her men and money to
Britain to vindicate the rights of weak nations. India was promised selfdetermination for her services but when she demanded that right her
sons were clapped into jails and India was governed by ordinance.
From 1925 to 1929 the Legislative Assembly demanded prohibition and
now drink was administered or forced by ordinance. He urged Indian
Christians to rally round the Tricolour Flag of the Indian National
Congress and be loyal to the country, as the Congress flag was the only
Hag that stood for non-violence and condemned violence.
The resolution was carried unanimously.
USE SWADESHI.—The next resolution moved by Miss Tarabai Tilak,
called upon Indian Christians to actively advance the cause of Swadeshi
and prohibition. Miss Tilak urged women-folk to have simplicity of life
and to use only Swadeshi articles.
Mrs. Fernadez, an old lady from Bandra, seconded the proposition and
addressed in Hindustani. She said it was better to spin at home and
earn one or two annas a day than to become a graduate and remain
without employment.
Rev. B. Bhaskare, who was in khaddar, said if the Government forced
the people to drink liquor by ordinance, it was their duty to practise
Civil Disobedience by taking the cup in the hand and dashing it to the
ground (laughter). Speaking for himself he said he was a Liberal first,
but he had joined the Congress recently.
Mr. C. Mascarhenas further in a most eloquent speech supported the
motion and said every yard of British cloth not bought meant so much
unemployment in England and therefore, to hasten Puma Swaraj they
should boycott British cloth. The resolution was carried unanimously.
Mr. Mascarhenas has put in a vigorous plea for a thorough boycott
and marshalled facts and figures.
SYMBOL OF SLAVERY.—Mrs. Atya Begum congratulated the
Christian community for casting their lot with other communities and
urged them to discard their neckties, which were a symbol of slavery.
Dozens of men instantly threw away their ties which were taken away
by the Congress volunteers for bonfire.
Mr. Joachim Alva then moved condemning the anti-national and antipatriotic activities of certain sectional associations of the community and
urged members of these associations to repudiate those activities.
THE NEW Mr. BAPTIST.—Mr. Alva referred to Mr. Joseph
Baptista's correspondence in the Evening News that day and regretted
his political transformation. Mr. Alva wondered how a man who
publicly declared that politics for goods, had now again entered politics.
The clamour of the Round Table Conference must have attracted
Mr. Baptista, but he declared that if ever Indians sent their representative
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to the R. T. C. when their national demands were conceded, Mr. Baptista
would most assuredly be not their accredited representative.
Mr. Alva strongly condemned the reactionary activities of the
Mangalorean and bast Indian Catholic Associations, which he said had
earned for them the disapproval of other communities.
TRANSFORMED KUNBL—Mr. Jos. Bennie seconding the resolution
said at one election a few years ago Mr. Joseph Baptista described
himself as a Kunbi. In the following election he passed off as a Maratha*
and now he wanted to go to the Round Table Conference as an East
Indian (laughter). The Indian Christian community had nothing to do
with Mr. Baptista and even if a hundred Baptistas came they would not
have anything to do with them. The only person who cared for
Mr. Baptista was the " old woman of Boribunder" (laughter).
FORCE OF UNITY.—Mr. G. K. Nariman reminded Indian Christians
of the great change that had taken place in the last six months.
Six months ago Times of India wrote articles which it would not do
now. Likewise when Mr. Wilson succeeded Mr. Natrajan in the
Indian Daily Mail he wrote articles against Mahatma Gandhi which he
dare not do now. This was due to the force of unity in the country.
Mr. Gerald Saldanha, made a very effective speech supporting
Mr, Alva. The resolution on being put to the vote was carried by an
overwhelming majority only six voting against it.
The last resolution was a vote of confidence in the Nationalist
Christian Party and its office bearers which was carried unanimously.
A vote of thanks to the chairman terminated the proceedings.
LADIES' LEAD.—Just as the meeting was closing after the announcement of the president that an ambulance brigade of Indian Christians
would be organised for relief of wounded satyagrahis, the entire audience
with one voice demanded that it should march to the Congress House
in a procession to express full support of the Congress programme.
All the Indian Christian ladies numbering nearly two hundred, decked
Adth their saris and most of them in foreign clothes created a unique
sight by their marching at the head of the procession. With Misses Ida
Dickinson and Tarabai Tilak at their head. Messrs Terence Guido and
Joachim Alva, the president and secretary of the Nationalist Christian,
also lead. Cries of Mahatma Gandhi ki Jai and Inquilab Zindabad were
raised.
The processionists having gathered in the Congress House compound,
Misses Ida Dickinson and Tilak and Messrs Guido and Alva went up
and were cordially received by the Congress authorities, having been also
garlanded with khaddar garlands.
UNPRECEDENTED EVENT.—Mr. Joachim Alva requested the new
president of the war council, Mr. D. C. Mody, to address a few wordsi
to the Indian Christians of all classes—Catholics and Protestants.
Mr. Mody extended the heartiest welcome to all and declared that it was
an unprecedented event in the history of India, when Christians at
a critical period of the country's history not only solidly expressed their
national feelings, but joined in a grand demonstration and openly declared
their pro-Congress sympathies by coming in a procession to the Congress
m
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igretted that Sardar Vallabhbhai
; sight of Christians support for
Ahmedabad.

House.

WAR COUNCIL
While S. D. Palekar was nominated as Secretary of the B. P. C. C,
the newly constituted War Council of the B. P. C. C. consisted of
D. C. Mody as president, Dr. Gour as vice-president, Ramakant Mehta
as secretary, and Babubhai Jhaveri and K. C. S. Panikkar as members.
Editor.
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HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 8th July 1930.

ins
in continuation of my D. O. No. 3364/H/3717, dated the 7th
July 1930.
1 send you herewith a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin, dated
1
the 7th.
On the 7th, 6 liquor shops in the A ward, 5 in the B ward, 19 in the
C and D wards, 24 in the E ward, 44 in the F ward and 31 in the
G ward were picketed. About 30 women volunteers picketed the toddy
shops in the C and D wards and about a dozen of them in the E ward.
Last night a crowd of youngsters, having nothing to do with the
Congress, stood in front of the liquor shops at Frere Road and Karwar
Street and jeered at people visiting the liquor shops. They were dispersed
by the police.
Yesterday 27 pickets were arrested in the Fort area for picketing cloth
shops. In this were including 6 Congress volunteers and a driver of the
motor bus who were kept in readiness near Evans Fraser & Co. to fill
up the places of the arrested people. These 7 persons were charged
under the Ordinance but they were acquitted by the Presidency Magistrate,
3rd Court, who held that there was no abetment of the offence under
the Ordinance. The bus was returned to them and they were allowed
to go. Soon after their release they were again arrested while in the
act of the picketing. 9 volunteers wieire convicted yesterday, 4 of tl
being sentenced to 4 months' rigorous imprisonment, 3 to 3 months'
simple imprisonment and 2 to 2 months' simple imprisonment. The
remaining 11 volunteers! will be tried today. At about 2-30 p.m. yesterday
there was a complaint of pick-pocketing and one man from the crowd was
suspected by the complainant. The suspect was arrested and as there
was a large crowd on the pavement near Whiteaway's the police pushed
back the crowd with the result that some persons in trying to run away
fell over a bicycle and received injuries. There was no lathi charge by
the police and the version appearing in the Bombay Chronicle of date is
Not enclosed being unimportant.

269
not true. It is possible that the two persons reported to have been
treated by the Congress Hospital may have received injuries when the
crowd was pushed back from the pavement.
The leaders of the Girni Kamgar Union have been approached by the
Congress agitators to throw in their lot with the Congress. They appear
likely to do so. In two meetings addressed by G. L. Kandalkar, since
his release from Thana Jail, speeches were made asking the millworkers
to join the Congress and support the Congress propaganda.
The agents of the Gold Mohur Mill have put up a notice informing
the workers that from July 31st the mill will stop working on night shift.
The management of the Maneckji Petit Mill have put up a notice
informing the employees that on account of depression in trade the mill
will be closed from the 1st August 1930'.
The Bombay Provincial Congress Committee has resolved to intensify
the boycott movement, Indian businessmen have been approached with
a view to inducing them to stop dealing in British goods. They also
intend to carry on propaganda for the boycott of tea and foreign sugar.
A series of lectures will take place during the week particularly in the
mill area to preach the Swadeshi gospel.
Last evening a public meeting under the auspices of the Bombay
Provincial Congress Committee was held at Shivanarayan Memani's
Wadi, Fanaswadi. Dhirajlal C. Modi presided. About 75 persons were
present. The president said that the Bombay Provincial Congress
Committee was determined to carry out the boycott of foreign goods
completely. The Swadeshi creed had been preached by the late
Mr. Ranade 50 years ago, but owing to the ignorance of the people the
movement had not taken root. The only way to break the shackles of
slavery was to be economically independent. Miss Kanta Khandwalla,
Jivaolal Nanavaty, Faredoon Bharucha, Madan Mohan and M. H. Vakil
made speeches asking the people to use nothing but Swadeshi goods.
The residents of Hanuman Terrace on Lamington Road have decided
to carry out the Congress programme by appointing a committee of the
residents of the locality and by starting spinning classes and a youth
guard corps.
The schools and colleges are now working satisfactorily although the
attendance is not full. No picketing is done at the schools and colleges.
The secretary of the Bombay Youth Guards Committee appointed by
the Bombay Youth League has appealed to the students to suspend their
studies and enrol themselves as volunteers to carry on Congress
propaganda in the city and in villages. Those students desirous of
joining the movement have been asked to be present every morning and
evening at the premises of the Bombay Youth League at Madan House,
Hughes Road, Miss Bhesania has been also enrolling students as
volunteers a.t the Student's Brotherhood every morning and evening.
This morning about 7 to 8 cyclists went out from the Congress House
with placards advocating the boycott of British goods. Some of the
cyclists went out early in the morning on cycles singing national songs
1

Several mills in Bombay were closed due to demand recession.
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ty. Balkrishna
Sangit Vidyalaya at Kalbadevi Road, has offered to give free tuition in
music to the members of the prabhat pheri and to give musical concerts
in aid of the Congress propaganda.
Several members of the Indian Merchants' Chamber have appealed to
Mr. Husseinbhoy Lalji, Sir Cowasji Jehangir (Jr.) and Mr. H. P. Mody
to resign from the. Council and the Assembly or in the alternative to
cease to be members of the Indian Merchants' Chamber and Bureau.
It is reported that a procession of Parsis is being organised for the
21st July to protest against the sentence passed on Mrs. Perin Captain.
Lady Dinshaw Petit contradicts the newspaper report that she is going
to lead it.
The Congress House was searched this morning and thousands of
:yclostyled Congress Bulletins coming within the purview of the
Unauthorised News-sheets and Newspapers Ordinance, 1930. were seized
under a warrant from the Presidency Magistrate. Congress Bulletins
were sold last evening from the compound of the Congress House. The
buyers had to pass a pice to the Congress volunteer in the compound
over the wall and get his copy. Every effort is being made to put a stop
to this practice and prevent the sale of unauthorised publication of such
bulletins in different parts of the city.
The Deccan Merchants' Association has decided to hold a Swadeshi
Exhibition of pharmaceutical, medical, toilet and other goods on the
1st August 1930. A committee has been appointed under the presidentship of Narayanrao Anant Desai (Topiwala) to make the necessary
arrangements for the exhibition.
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My
In continuation of my D. O. No. 3397/H/3717, dated the 8th
July 1930.
Congres,
I send y
2
8th (2) a copy of the Revolt dated the 6th, (3) a copy of the Rievolf
entitled
Insolence
At about 9-30 a.m. yesterday P. C. No. 2997/B-Gangaram Ratnooji,
attached to the Princess Street Police Station, went to Chira Bazaar in
plain clothes and purchased two shirts. When he was passing along
Bhuleshwar Road, 3 or 4 Congress volunteers accosted him and asked him
why he purchased shirts of foreign cloth. As the volunteers tried to get
1

One )f the foir disciples of Khan Abdul Kanm Khan, a music macstrcTof the Kiran
Gharana of music.
*, 3 and 4 Enclosures not reproduced.
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hold of the shirts, the police constable caught one of them by the neck.
A crowd collected—and as it was alleged that he was a C. I. D. man,
he was roughly handled. The crowd then went towards Kalbadevi Road.
One of the persons in the crowd alleged that he was assaulted by the
constable and he showed an injury on his hand alleged to have been
caused by a knife. The volunteers then asked the constable and the
injured man to accompany them to the Congress House saying that they
should report the matter to their officers. They hired a victoria and
proceeded to Lamington Road with the injured man and the constable.
When th^y reached the Congress house, the police constable reported the
matter to Inspector Lyon who was then raiding the Congress House in
connection with the search for unauthorised news-sheets and newspapers.
The Congress volunteers on seeing the police in Congress House slipped
A case against the Congress volunteers under
it way with the injured man.
Sections 341, 323 and 114 I. P. Code has been registered at the Princess
Street PGlice Station. Inquiries are being made to trace the accused but
the constable is unable to identify anyone.
The 11 persons arrested for picketing on the 7th were convicted on the
8th and sentenced to 4 months' rigorous imprisonment. 24 volunteers
were arrested in the Fort area yesterday. 16 of these were sentenced to
4 months' rigorous imprisonment the same day. The case against a boy
was postponed in order to trace his guardian and hand him over to him.
The remaining 7 are to be tried today. The two boys whose cases were
postponed on Saturday for verification of their age were warned and
discharged yesterday. Large crowds continued
to
collect
near
Whiteaway's but the police managed to disperse them without using force.
3 persons who were disorderly, were arrested and they were convicted
by a bench of Honorary Magistrates. 2 of them were fined Rs. 5 each
and the third was fined Rs. 2. The fines were paid.
Yesterday 6 liquor shops in the A ward, 4 in the B ward, 22 in the C
and D wards, 24 in the E ward, 40 in the F ward and 28 in the G ward
were picketed by Congress volunteers. About 40 women picketed the
toddy shops in the C and D wards and about a dozen women in the
E ward.
In addition to the large number of copies of Bulletins seized from
Congress House during the raid yesterday 34 copies of the Bombay
Congress Bulletin were seized from Congress volunteers when they were
selling them on the road last night. • 5 more copies were seized from other
persons. On the 7th the Princess Street Police seized 45 copies of the
Congress Bulletin of the 7th. On the 8th 2 copies of the Bombay
Congress Bulletin and 11 copies of the Revolt were seized from Congress
volunteer near the Lamington Road Police Station. 35 copies of the
Congress Bulletin were seized by the Kingsway Police yesterday evening.
When Sergeant Rimmer and P. C. 265/C were removing hawkers
arrested by them yesterday in a lane near the Congress House, some
unknown person from Chunam Lane hit the Constable with a stone on
the back causing a slight bruise.
One Gopinath Govind, a Congress volunteer, was arrested yesterday
for causing obstruction in a public place at Lamington Road by collecting
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a crowd while selling leaflets in English entitled "Round Table insolence"
He was fined by the Bench of Presidency Magistrates this morning.
1
I attach a copy of the leaflet . I am going to prosecute the printer and
publisher for not complying with the provisions of the Press Act.
The management of the Union Mill has put up a notice informing its
employees that owing to depression in trade the mill will be closed from
1st August. This is the seventh mill which will be closed from 1st
August affecting nearly 12,000 millhands.
At a meeting of the millhands numbering about 1,500, held under
auspices of the Girni Kamgar Union at Fergusson Road, on the evening
of the 8th, G. L. Kandalkar, Phillip Antone, V. K. Tawde, Dattatraya
Govind Pandit, Dr. Janardhan Devrao Prabhu and others made speeches
exhorting the millhands to strengthen the Girni Kamgar Union by joining
it in large numbers and carrying out the Congress propaganda for
achieving independence and advised them to boycott the Police and give
them no information about anything.
On the evening of the 8th a meeting of labourers was held under the
auspices of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee on the maidan
opposite .the Dinshaw Petit Mill, Lai Baug. 3,000 workers attended.
Waman P. Kabadi, who presided, said that the Congress stood for the
workers and that they should not be misted into the belief that the Red
Flag had nothing in common with the national flag. Dr. Mazrul Haq
Gour appealed to the people to help the Congress movement by using
khaddar and giving up drinking which was the cause of ruin and misery
to many poor families. S. L. Silam said that the movement for independence launched by the Congress should have the support of the labourers
who should not be misled by interested persons. If the Red Flag stood
for the labourers, the tri-coloured flag of the Congress stood for the whole
of India including the labourers. He asked the workers to boycott all
British goods and give up liquor. S. B. Mahadeshwar warned the
labourers against the activities of the C. I. D. and other interested
persons who tried to cause dissensions among them. They should be
pleased to find that the Red Flag was flying side by side with the
Congress Flag.
About 2,000 ladies held a meeting at Madhav Baug under the auspices
of the Desh Sevika Sangh yesterday to congratulate the Bombay ladies
2
and Mrs. Lukmani on their conviction. Mrs. Ramibai Kamdar,
Mrs. Hansa Mehta, Mrs. Ratanben Mehta and Mrs. Lilavati Banker
addressed the meeting appealing to women to support home industries and
to spin. Mrs. Hansa Mehta pointed out that the system of Government,
under which an old lady of 65 years like Mrs. Lukmani could be
sentenced to 5 months' hard labour, deserved to be ended soon. It was
announced that in honour of Mrs. Lukmani a procession of ladies would
start from Cutchi Desa Oswal Mahajanwadi at Mandvi at 3 p.m. on the
9th, and after passing through different streets disperse near the
Juma Masjid.
r

Not rep o luce 1 here*
It is noteworthy that she was a MusHm lady.
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Another meeting under the auspices of the Bombay Provincial Congress
Committee was held on the night of the 8th at Cutchi Desa Oswal Jain
Mahajanwadi at Pala Gully, Mandvi. About 5,000 persons, including
500 ladies, were present. Dhirajalal C. Modi presided. Vithalbhai
J. Patel was the only speaker. Referring to the expected announcement
to be made by His; Excellency the Viceroy on the 9th he said that the
people might purify themselves by taking an oath and then look up the
newspapers for something new. In his opinion the announcement would
contain nothing. He would, however, assure His Excellency the Viceroy
that if the announcement contained that what India wanted Gandhi
would surely accept it. Even if the Simon Commission had given them
what they wanted, they would have thankfully accepted it. It did not
matter who gave it so long as they got what they wanted. He then
complained of the stigma of slavery which the people of India were
carrying with them whenever they visited the foreign countries. The foreign
Government did not make any difference between different communities
and personalities. To them anyone who demanded freedom was an
opponent. The Sergeant at the Azad Maidan would not make any
difference between Sir Dinshaw Petit or the ex-Speaker and a Congress
volunteer. Whoever went to the Azad Maidan to demand freedom,
deserved a lathi blow in his opinion. The Britishers as a class were not
their enemies. But the Indians themselves were their own enemies as
thev failed to stand together. If all Indians stood together the whole
administration woud be paralysed in a day.
He finally appealed to
the people not to purchase any cloth for a year.
The schools and colleges are working satisfactorily. There are however rumours that picketing will be resorted to in course of time. Those
students who had voluntarily suspended their studies in response to the
appeal made by Miss Bhesania and by the Youth League would be
organised in to a body to be known as National Youth Guards for the
purpose of helping the Congress propaganda. An open letter to the
students issued over the signature of Manhar of Vartej and printed at
the All Muslim Printing Press has been published in the form of a
leaflet in Gujarati and sold at one pice. It appeals to the students to
come out in the name of the motherland and plunge into the battle for
which all men and women have been sacrificing their lives.
The Jain Swetamber Conference through its swadeshi propaganda and
boycott committee has issued leaflets in Gujarati giving the details of
the imports of British goods into India and informing the public that
the British Government in India is being carried on the strength of
enormous duties accrued from these imports. The people are advised
to take steps to put a stop to these imports by boycott propaganda.
Attempts are being made by the members of the Desh. Sevika San?h
to influence the merchants and take a pledge from them that thev would
not emplov anv labourers or servants who were addicted to drink.
Efforts are being made by the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee
to have the Congress ambulance brigade reorganised on the lines of the
Swastik League which was started by Dr. G. B. Gole last year. The
object of the Congress ambulance brigade is the service of humanity,
A-115-18A;
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irrespective of caste or creed ; it will be financed and controlled by the
Bombay Provincial Congress Committee. An appeal has been made
for 100 volunteers to make up a complete brigade. The headquarters of
this bridge will be at the Congress House.
The war council of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee has
been considering for the last two days whether the procession in celebration of Garhwal day should be held on Sunday next but no decision has
been reached on the question. The Sunday next (the 20th) has been fixed
for a procession of the spinners organised by the Desh Sevikas. About
50 paraded at the Congress House this morning. The volunteers that
are encamped at Morar Baug visit the Congress House for food and
shout slogans to the effect that the police will have to give up their
service and the White people will have to leave the shores of India.
They shout these slogans loudly when they pass the Maharbouri
Police Station.
orgaffi
the Bhendy Bazaar riot the Muslim committee decided to
gamble^ a Muslim volunteer corps and AUarakhia Abba alias Allaya, a
Sardar S 0 f old times, and some other members were instructed by
Accordiflfuleman Cassam Mitha to take steps to form the volunteer corps,
different ngly lists were prepared from among the persons residing in the
Started f streets who were willing to join the corps and fund was
staHeffifor its maintenance.
Sardar Suleman Cassam Mitha found
fault with Allaya, saying that he had exceeded his powers. Hot words
were exchanged between the two and Allaya with the help of some
members of the Muslim Committee decided to form another committee.
Accordingly a new committee to be called the Bombay Muslim Society
was formed on the 4th July with the following office bearers: —
President—Haroon T. Murani.
Vice-President—Abdul Latif Curtay.
Secretaries—Mohamed Sarang and Munshi Fateh Khan.
Treasurers—Haji Us man Poonawala, and AUarakhia Abba.
Some young Muslims formed a new organisation called the 'Muslim
Seva MandaP at Khadak last night, to help the present Congress
movement and particularly to propagate the gospel of Swadeshi and
preserve communal peace. Dr. M. H. Gour performed the opening
ceremony in the presence of an audience of about 200 persons.
On the 8th the Rev. E. G. Jenkinson, residing at Y. M. C. A.
Rebesch Street, reported to the police at Byculla that while he was on
his way to the Wesleyan Church at Byculla he noticed a Muhammadan
urinating near the Church. He pointed out the Muhammadan that
he should not have done so and that he should have considered the
Church as sacred as his own mosque. Thereupon a crowd of about
50 persons dressed in khaddar surrounded him and belaboured him with
umbrellas. He received slight bruises on his forehead and his suit was
soiled. The crowd disappeared before the police arrived.
K. J. PETIGARA,

for Commissioner of Police.
AM15-18-B.
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BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 66.
Bombay, 8th July 1930.
The Times of India is an inspired organ of the Government. Its one
function of journalistic service has been to manufacture lies to discredit
the National movement. Its own creed has been that of an unabashed
flunkey. Truth is a thing strange to this hired agent of the Government.
The latest instance of its malicious activities has been effectively exposed
by the Indian Daily Mail.
TURANGZAI LASHKAR OUTSIDE PESHAWAR.—" A remarkable
picture of the Haji of Turangzais lashkar massied two thousand st\rong,
40 miles outside Peshawar. Taken by command of the Haji, it shows
in front a combined bag pipe and fife band. We cannot identify the
Haji, but some of our readers may—Photo Hudson.
The last
that—

is

fling

at

Congressmen.

The Indian Daily Mail proves

AN ANNUAL RALLY.—" As a matter of fact, the photograph shows
the annual rally of the Khudai Khidmatgar (Servants of God)
volunteers organised by Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, the staunchest
supporter of Mahatma Gandhi in the Frontier Province. The photograph
was taken at Utmanzai, the residence of Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, and
the headquarters of the Khudai Khidmatgar, by Melaram, a well-known
photographer of Peshawar. It shows the Khan Saheb in the centre,
wearing the Gandhi Cap, and his side are prominent leaders of the
Province, all of whom are now in the Special Jail at Gurerat (Punjab) ".
We shall search for the Indian who even after this continues to
subscribe to this lying rag ; for he certainly can have a place in the
museum of monstrosities.
CHEERIO ! YOUTHS.—We congratulate our galant friends in Poona,
who in defiance of the ban not only took out the procession, but very
strongly picketed the houses of the ministers. Had it not been for the
guardians of I aw and Order, the tail bearers of the Lathi Raj would
not have dared to conduct the legislative council. Pickets after pickets
were arrested and troops in readiness to fire were summoned yet these
shameless supporters of the Government sneaked out. The youths of
Poona are mustering strong and all elbow to them.
Signal triumph of students in Calcutta to boycott law examination
should stir up the youths alround the country to join the great struggle
for liberation of our country from the fetters of an alien,
,.
and brutal rule.
Remember that it were the youths of Korea that won the liberty for
the Nation. Remember that the sacrifice of youths won for Switzerland
the Independence which she enjoys today. Throughout the world, the
youths have been the liberators of oppressed and down-trodden nations.
Youths of India where are you when mother cries ?
•

276

81
HEAD POLICE OFFICE

CONFIDENTIAL
No. 3455/H/3717.
My dear Collins,

Bombay, 10th July 1930

In continuation of my D. O. No. 3424/H/3717, dated the 9th
July 1930.
I send you herewith a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin of the
1
9th, together with a copy of the Revolt of the same date.
Yesterday the picketing of liquor shops was continued as detailed
below :—
Shops
Volunteers
A ward
. . . . . .
6
6
B ward
5
5
C and D wards
. . . .
5
7
Eward
12
16
Fward
53
55
Gward
33
33
The women pickets being busy with the procession of ladies, did not
picket the toddy shops yesterday.
I give below the details of arrests, convictions, etc., in connection with
the picketing of foreign cloth shops in the Fort : —
Dale of arrest
No. of
No. of
. Pending: for
arrests
Convictions
10-7-30
9-7-30

,

26

12 to 4 months'
5 to 4 months'
3 to 3 months'
1 to 2 months'

R. I.
S. I.
S. T.
S. I.

5

21
The result of the pending cases is as under : —
Persons arrested
Convicted on 9-7-30
Discharged on 9-7-30
8
2 to 4 months'
R. I.
2 to 3 months'
R. I.
3 to 2 months'
S. I.
7

In the afternoon of the 9th about 300 Desh Sevikas and 200 other
ladies went in procession to the Esplanade Maidan from Khadak along
Bhat Bazaar, Dongri Street, Jumma Masjid and Crawford Market.
They recited national songs and carried placards bearing inscriptions
" Boycott British Goods ", " Wear Khaddar " and " Liquor "makes a man
an idiot". The procession was organised as a protest against the sentence
Mrs. Lukmani bv the Ma
Kurla.
Under the auspices of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee
a public meeting was held yesterday on the maidan opposite the
Enclosure not reproduced,
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K. E. M. Hospital. Only 1200 millhands were present. Madhavrao
Godbole, who presided, said that His Excellency the Viceroy's speech had
disappointed many people. The speech was merely a paraphrase of what
H. E. the Viceroy said in November last, and was what the Congressmen
had anticipated. Referring to the boycott agitation carried on by the
Congress, he said that the effect of the boycott was already felt in
England and unemployment there had almost doubled. If they continued
their agitation for a few months more, the Labour Government would
collapse. It was no use going to the Round Table Conference. He asked
the people to carry on the agitation with complete non-violence and not to
give any opportunity to Government for putting martial law into
operation. He supported the resolution of the Working Committee
appealing to the police not to assault non-violent satyagrahis and said
that if the Congress Committees were declared illegal, they should have
their individual committees to carry on the Congress programme.
Waman Pandurang Kabadi said that the creed of non-violence was the
creed of brave men and women and not of cowards. Their volunteers,
who withstood the lathi blows on the Azad Maidan, had sufficiently
proved the strength of the Congress creed. Their war was unlike the
great European war and their generals had courted jail first and had set
an example to the people to follow them and keep the national flag
flying. He concluded by saying that for reasons economic as well as
political the labourers should join the Congress fight.
Under the auspices of the D ward Congress Committee a public
meeting, attended by about 300 persons, was held last evening at Chakte
Wadi, Tardeo. Bhargava Vithal Varerkar, a Marathi playwright, presided.
The president, S. D. Palekar, R. M. Sangamnerkar, V. G. Khale,
Madhavrao Godbole, Professor V. P. Jani, Sanatkumar C. Vin and
Waman P. Kabadi made speeches asking the people to carry on the
Congress programme, to boycott the police and foreign cloth. R. M.
Sangamnerkar said that Government was waiting for an opportunity
to declare martial law. The moment a constable or an officer was killed
martial law would be put in force. He therefore, exhorted the people
to remain non-violent. The present movement, he said had so progressed
that the British Government was at its wits end and His Excellency the
Viceroy had been issuing ordinances like rats out of a bag. He asked the
people to break all the laws which were made by the tyrannical
Government. Waman P. Kabadi said that the Government, whose policy
was to divide and rule, had been trying to create dissensions between
Hindus and Muhammadans and warned the people to beware of the
Police and the agents' provocateurs. He also urged the boycott of the
police/ I am considering Sangamnerkar's prosecution, if sufficient evidence
is available.
Under the auspices of the Girni Kamgar Union a public meeting was
held last evening in Nagu Sayaji Wadi on Prabhadevi Road. G. L.
Kandalkar presided over an audience of about 1,000 millhands. The
president. Philip Antone, V. K. Tawade, Sadashiv Jobber, V. V. Patil,
Y. K. Godse* Balkrishna Sali made speeches. They exhorted the
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1

millhands to strengthen the Girni Kamgar Union and also to carry out
the Congress programme. They had two enemies, namely the British
Government and the capitalists. By joining the Congress they would get
rid of the Government and then they would be in a better position to
fight the capitalists. If all the workers preserved their solidarity, the
Government would be helpless. It was rumoured that all political
prisoners would be given an amnesty, and if it was so, the labourers
should see that their leaders, who were now rotting in Meerut Jail should
, also be released. Some persons in the audience suspected the bonafides
of G. L. Kandalkar when he appealed to the labourers to join the
Congress and demanded an explanation from him, Kandalkar promised
to do so in the press.
At a meeting of the managing committee of the Girni Kamgar Union
held last night at their head office at Poibavdi, G. L. Kandalkar presided
and about 17 members including S. V. Ghate, V. K. Tawade, Philip
Antone and R. B. Neherkar attended. Most of the members criticised
certain communist members who were working against the Congress.
They decided that, they should whole-heartedly support the present
movement of the Congress and hold the annual general meeting of the
Girni Kamgar Union during the last week of July or the second week
of August.
Under the auspices of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee
a public meeting intended for the Muslims of Bombay was held last
night in the Congress House compound under the presidentship of
Dr. M. H. Gour. About 800 persons including 150 Mussalmans, were
present. D. C. Modi, Maulavi Hifzur Rehman and the president made
speeches appealing to the Mussalmans to join the present movement and
make it a success. D. C. Modi appealed for unity between the two
communities. Maulavi Hifzur Rehman delivered a lengthy speech in
Urdu in the course of which he appealed to the Mussalmans to join
the movement for the freedom of the country. He ridiculed the assertion
of their enemies that the Mussalmans were holding aloof from the
movement. He maintained that it was the Mussalmans in the Punjab
and the Frontier Province who had made the greatest sacrifices for the
country. In Peshawar alone 400 Muslims laid down their lives. He
characterised the proposed Round Table Conference as a delusion and
a share and suggested that a meeting of all the communities should be
convened to declare openly that those who wanted to participate in the
Conference were not representatives of India. He further said that the
propaganda carried on in England about the various parties was simply
to hoodwink India. He denounced the Khilafatist procession taken out
on Sunday last about boycotting the Congress and characterised it as
unlslamic and mean. Those who did not want to help the Congress
should remain aloof rather than cast a slur on Islam by participating in
such processions. He appealed to the Mussalmans to make up their
minds to join the Congress fight, Dr. M. H. Gour warned the people that
in the fight for freedom they should be prepared to face even martial
law.
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Last evening a procession of about 250 children belonging to the
vanar sena proceeded from the Congress House to Morar Baug along
Girgaum Back Road shouting the boycott slogans.
1 attach a cutting from the Bombay Chronicle dated the 10th containing
an appeal issued over the signatures of several college students warning
the youths to see that the leaders did not resile from their demand for
complete independence.
Rev. Fr. Verrier Elwin alias Swami Satyananl of Christ Seva Sangh,
Poona, delivered a lecture on Christ and satyagraha at the Blavatsky
Lodge on the evening of the 9th. Miss Tarabai Tilak presided, and
about 250 persons, including Miss Ida Dickinson, Miss Catherine Davis
and K. Natrajan, were present. The lecturer said that every Indian
Christian should support the Congress programme, wear khaddar and
ply the charkha or takli. He appealed to the Indian Christians to support
Gandhi's movement and pointed out that there was nothing in the teaching
of Christ or in the tradition of Christendom to prevent a Christian from
givmg support to the noblest ideals of Indian nationalism. I forward
1
copy of the pamphlet issued by him regarding Christ and satyagraha.
The wollen goods merchants of the Mu'lji Jetha market have decided
to close their business shortly for a period of one month or more, if
necessary, on account of the depression in trade and the incessant
demands of creditors and banks. The Bombay Swadeshi Market will be
opened on the Kalbadevi Road by the Mahamandal of the 60 trade
associations.
I attach a statement showing the number of copies of the Bombay
2
Congress Bulletin seized under Ordinance VII of 1930.
On account of the demand of security from the Free Press Bulletin and
the Free Press Journal, S. Sadanand has appealed to the public to
contribute their mite to the Free Press publications defence fund started
from today for the purpose of enabling the publications to continue to
function under the Press Ordinance.
This morning about 13 cyclists came from Parel to the Congress House
and went into the Girgaum area carrying boycott placard. About
200 volunteers were sent out from the Congress House to sell charkhas
and taklis. About 150 Congress volunteers paraded on the Gowalia Tank
Maidan and about 50 paraded in the compound of the Congress House.
About 25 ladies were given instructions in drill on terrace of the Bombay
Provincial Congress Committee building.
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 67.
Bombay, 9th July 1930.
POLICE DANCE FOR TWO HOURS.—Yesterday we were further
honoured by our friends the police, when they paid an official visit to
our office. We hope they respond to our sympathy for them by raiding
the shrine of liberty now and then. As to the Bulletin we beg to assure
them that they are the echoes of the hearts of crores of Indians and
unless each one of them is suffocated, strangled or killed the Bulletins
1

and * Not relevant.
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must come out as usual. Now our responsibility increase. The Press
which for years preached sedition and taught the lesson of liberty to the
nation. The Navjiwan Press has been confiscated under one of the
Fatwas of the Viceroy, We congratulate Press people and invite them
into our cyclostyle Boudoir.
TRUTH BEAMS OUT.—What happened exactly at Poona on the 5th ?
It is a general query. The official report of the Poona Correspondent of
the Times of India with ' Grove Riot in Poona' as the head-line, made
the loyalist hearts quake. But then, the truth, unfortunately for our
friends hi the Director of Public Information Office, has come out.
An official takes the role of an Agent Provocateur. Hisi heartlessness
justifies crushing human beings under his car. Other people of his party
whose business on such occasion is to mix with the people and throw
brickbats- -do their part of the job. The Police always alert regarding
their duties, think that riot is forthcoming, that people do not preserve
Law & Order and the lathi work begins. Discrimination of age or sex
is a thing which the crazy officialdom have forgotten ages ago.
This is the Poona story. The police always sought excuses for using
the minimum force and Agent Provocateurs usually see that such excuses
are provided by them. In these days they have become very dutiful
and there is nothing extraordinary about Poona police excesses. They
have just justified their existence.
But for the Poona people a serious task arise. It is up to them to
teach those police a lesson by preaching non-violence to them. The
police including the Sergeants are humane. The Indian police in Bombay
have shown proofs for their sympathy for the fight by usually remaining
aloof. We request our Police brethren in Poona to do the same.
*

*

*

BOMBAY CHRONICLE
Dated 10-7-1930.
The following appeal has been issued : —
Do not fail to watch your leaders when the Viceroy announces the
terms of the Round Table Conference. Take care to see that there is
no repetition of the Delhi Manifesto. Insist that the rescJution on
complete national independence passed at the Lahore Congress is
carried out implicitly. Do not forget your own resolution passed at
the Youth Conference in Ahmedabad demanding complete national
independence.
Repudiate all attempts at the exploitation of the phrase substance of
independence.
Call upon the leaders to carry out the Lahore resolution without
watering it down.
Warn your leaders that t>here shall be no more talks of negotiations.
That there shall be no more talks of Dominion Status. That there
shall be only one talk, only one cry, only one thought and only one
added in the whole country, tjhat of complete national independence.
*

*

*

*

281
REMEMBER.—Our comrades have not gone to jail for anything less
than complete national independence ;
Our comrades have not accepted lathi blows for anything less than
national independence ;
Draw lessons from Egypt, Turkey, China and Russia and see that
freedom is not bartered away.
(Sd.) Miss Lila Syud, (St. Xavier's College); Miss Mandakini Mehta
(St. Xavier's College); Miss Kapila Master (St. Xavier's College);
N. Y. Samartha (
Miss Anausya Pandit (Wilson College
College) ; Miss Freny Bhesania (Wilson
Moledina (St. Xavier's
(Co H. S.) ; Miss Kaveri Choudhari;
College) ; M. Kassim (Davar's College) ; S. S. Mulgaokar (Elephinstone
College); A. V. Dalai (Davar's College); Yoosuf N. Lalljee (St. Xavier's
College); V. M. Desai; N. S. Mankikar (Royal Institute of Science);
N. T. Khandwala (Elphinstone College); K. L. Mehta and Sunder
Kabadi.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 3468/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 11th July 1930

Dear Mr. Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 3455/H/3717, dated the 10th
July 1930.
I send you herewith a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin of the
1
10th July 1930, together with a copy of the Revolt of the same date.
Yesterday the picketing of liquor shops was continued as detailed
below : —
A Ward
BWard
C and D Wards
EWard] ..
F Ward :
G Ward
*

•

•

•

*

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

No. of
shops
6
6
23
27
57
35

Male
pickets
6
6
40
30
65
37

Female
pickets
38
14

the pen
I give below the result
cases in connection with the
picketing of foreign cloth shops in the Fort :
Convicted on 10-7-30
4 to 4 months' rigorous imprisonment
2 to 2 years in the Reformatory school.

Persons arrested on
9-7-30
5

The following are the details of arrests, convictions, etc of the 10th :
Date of arrest
10-7-30

No. of arrests
20

No. of convictions
17 to 4 months' R. I.

Pending for 11-7-30
3

I ec close herewith specimen of stamps issued in connection with
British goods with Gandhi's photo on them
Appendix
I attach a copy of the announcement made by the satyagraha committee
3
of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee in connection with the
1
Enclosures not reproduced.
2
and 3 Not enclosed herewith.

Garhwal procession to be taken out this evening from the Esplanade
Maidan. I attach copies of my orders prohibiting the procession and
the assembly of volunteers on the Esplanade Maidan. The war council
decided to take out this procession because on consulting Vallabhbhai
Patel, the latter advised them to keep up their prestige.
Under the auspices of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee
a meeting was held on the Esplanade Maidan on the evening of the 10th
when Dhirajlal C. Modi presided. About 5,000 persons, including
200 ladies, were present. Before the commencement of the proceedings
cyclostyled sheets announcing the Garhwal procession mentioned above
were distributed among the audience. The president spoke on the
necessity of observing strict discipline on the procession day. The
audience was asked to march in files of four, should keep to one side
of the road and should not raise any slogans and have no umbrellas.
He then declared that from July 14th they would observe the Congress
Week during which time efforts would be made by volunteers to enlist
members for the Congress by house to house visits. He appealed to the
audience to co-operate with the Congress workers as they did during the
boycott week. He disapproved of the attitude of the Liberals who were
prepared to go to the Round Table Conference. Mrs. Hansa Mehta
refuted the^ allegation that the Congress movement had lost its force.
She requested the audience to carry on the struggle with double vigour
and thus give a direct lie to the agitation. She asked the women to
take to Swadeshi. Dr. M. H. Gour said that the fight they were putting
up would require tremendous sacrifices from them. Their sacrifices would
benefit the future generation of the country. He added that the
Khilafatisf s procession which was taken out on Sunday last consisted of
disreputable people. He attributed the miserable plight of the peasants
and farmers of India to the present system of Government. He appealed
to the audience to make the foreign cloth boycott movement a complete
success and assured them that if they did so, all their demands would
be conceded. Sardar Jamiat Singh said that the Government was making
frantic efforts to win over the Sikhs by the grant of Rs. 25,000 to the
Sisganj Gurudwara. He added that he knew well that the Sikhs would
not sell their country for any price. It was not true to say that the
British troops only could guard the frontiers. If that work was given to
the Sikhs, they were competent enough to do it. One Moghe apprised
the audience of the significance of the Garhwal day procession which was
to be taken out to show their respect towards the convicted soldiers.
He asked the people to join the procession. Umashankar Dixit spoke
in the same strain.
A meeting under the auspices of the Bombay Provincial Congress
Committee was held in the mill area at Sewri on the night of the 10th.
About 300 workers attended. Madhavrao Godbole, who presided, advised
the workers and peasants to join the Congress movement, take Swadeshi,
stick to non-violence and give up drink. One Gadgil asked the workmen
to spin and produce sufficient yarn for their own clothes. S. B.
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• Mahadeshwar said that they should not quarrel over the question the
Red Flag or the Tri-coloured Flag. They should strengthen their own
unions and join the Congress.
Under the auspices of the Girni Kamgar Union a public meeting,
attended by about 300 millhands, was held on open maidan in front of
the Spring Mill, Naigaum, on the evening of the 10th. G. L. Kandalkar
presided. S. V. Ghate was present. G. L. Kandalkar, Sadashiv Jobber,
Y. K. Godse, V. K. Tawade, D. G. Pandit, S. S. Nimbalkar, Khanderao
Atmaram Desai and G. L. Salvi made speeches exhorting the millhands
to carry out the Congress propaganda after strengthening the Girni
Kamgar Union, An appeal was made to the workers to take advantage
of the school started by Professor G. N. Jadhav of the Workers' and
Peasants' Educational League.
About 300 millhands assembled on the maidan opposite the Dinshaw
Petit Mill at Lalbaug last night. No well-known labour or congress
leader was present. One Khoregaonkar, Vinayakrao Mitbavkar and some
other millhands made speeches asking the people to boycott the police
and give them no information. They were asked not to touch them and
if by chance they came into contact with them, they should purify
themselves by taking a bath. The audience was advised not to go to
the Police to make their complaints but to settle their differences amongst
themselves.
Under the auspices of the Bombay Presidency Youth League a meeting
of the students of Robert Money School, Maratha High School,
Ram Mohan School, Chikitsak Samooha School, and the Aryan Education
Society's school was held at the Peoples' Jinnah Hall on the evening of
the 10th. About 75 students attended. W. P. Kabadi and A. R. Bhatt
of the Bombay Presidency Youth League explained to the students the
importance of forming students' unions in their respective schools to
save them from the clutches of irresponsible persons. They were also
asked to take to Swadeshi and ply the takli in their spare hours. They
were told that the school unions would be financed by the Bombay
Presidency Youth League.
Much was expected of H. E. the Viceroy's pronouncement on the 9th.
When His Excellency's speech was published, the effect on the Stock
Exchange was very depressing. The Exchange Bazaar authorities
therefore decided to close the market for the time being. They will not
do forward business but will do "cash" business only.
The following copies of the Bombay Congress Bulletin were seized on
the 10th : —
Gamdevi Police Station—480 copies.
Dongri Police Station—3 copies.
No copies of the Congress Bulletin were sold at the Congress House
yesterday on account of police arrangements.
This morning about 4,000 persons forming part of the prabhat feri
Went in batches from different localities, particularly from the Girgaum
area, to the Chaupatty sea face to celebrate the anniversary of the
late B. G. Tilak according to the Hindu calendar. The people assembled
round the spot where Tilak was cremated and sang national songs.
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audience
S. L.
cloth and carry on Gandhi's movement vigorously.
R. D. Tata and Co. have gone into voluntary liquidation on account
of the heavy losses in cotton and misappropriation by their employees
in Japan. It is rumoured that several wheat merchants and cloth
merchants are on the verge of becoming insolvents.
K. J. PETIGARA,
/ <

NOTICE
Whereas it has been publicly announced that the satyagraha committee
has undertaken to take out a Garhwal procession on Friday, the 11th
July 1930, at 5-30 p.m., from the Esplanade Maidan, I, Daniel Healys
Esquire, Officiating Commissioner of Police for the City of Bombay,
being of opinion that it is necessary for the preservation of the public
peace to prohibit this and all allied processions do hereby, by virtue
of the power vested in me by section 23, sub-section (3) of the City of
Bombay Police Act, 1902, prohibit the aforesaid procession.
D. HEALY,
Head Police Office :
Offig. Commissioner of Police.
Bombay, 11th July 1930.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 3482/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 12th July 1930.

Dear Mr. Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 3468/H/3717, dated the 11th
July 1930.
I send you herewith a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin of the
1
11th together with a copy of the Revolt of the same date.
Yesterday the picketing of liquor shops was continued as detailed
below :
No. of
Male
Female
Shops
pickets
pickets
A ward
B ward
CandD wards
5
9
10
E ward
13
6
15
F ward
38
42
G ward
31
32
•

•

I give below the result of the pending cases in connection with the
picketing of foreign cloth shops in the Fort :
Persons arrested
on 10-7-1930
3
1 Enclosure not reproduced.

Convicted on 11-7-30
2 to 4 months' R.I.
1 to 4 months' S.I.
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The following are the details of arrests, convictions, etc., on the
11th :
Date of arrest
11-7-30

No. of arrests
24

No. of convictions Pending for 12-7-30
11 to 4 months' R.I.
3
10 to 4 months' S.I.

After my orders prohibiting the procession and the assembly of
volunteers on the Esplanade Maidan were served on the members of the
war council and duly promulgated, the Congress volunteers were sent out
to inform the public that in spite of the order of the Police the Garhwal
procession would be taken out. It was decided by the war council
yesterday to send out 500 volunteers from Congress House in different
groups to the Bori Bunder side of the Esplanade Maidan. It was also
decided to send one group of volunteers from Bhangwadi under the
leadership of Taman Singh, the captain of the Congress volunteers. At
about 5-30 p.m. a batch of about 150 Congress volunteers, led by
Taman Singh and Jaswant Singh Akali came along Cruickshank Road.
They were stopped by the Police near the Municipal Office. They refused
to disperse or to budge an inch and so Taman Singh and Jaswant Singh
Akali were placed under arrest. As the volunteers refused to move
they were dispersed by a lathi charge. By this time large crowds had
collected on the Waudby Road and Bori Bunder side of the maidan.
A little later a batch of about 15 Congress volunteers including Pardeshis,
marched along Cruickshank Road in a defiant attitude. They were held
up at Bori Bunder and asked to disperse. On their refusal they were
dispersed by force but about 20 of them squatted on the street outside
Victoria Terminus. They were bodily lifted off the road and deposited
on the footpath. At this the crowd began to jeer and some shoes were
hurled at the police, which necessitated a lathi charge. A little later
Dhirajlal C. Modi and Dr. M. H. Gour, the president and vice-president,
respectively, of the war council of the Bombay Provincial Congress
Committee, Jed a procession of about 150 Congress volunteers from the
Council Road to go towards Bori Bunder. They were stopped and
asked to disperse and on their refusal I ordered D. C. Modi and
Dr. Gour to be placed under arrest and the rest to be dispersed. After
this small batches of Congress volunteers formed time to time from
among those who had been dispersed by the police, but there was no
difficulty in moving them on. Crowds collected in large numbers on all
sides of Bori Bunder and the south end of the Esplanade Maidan and
had to be dispersed at intervals. The Red Cross stretcher bearers were
an undisciplined rabble and were running about in all directions looking
for casualties. They were always getting in the way of the police. As
soon as a volunteer got a crack on the shin he was pounced upon by
stretcher bearers, pushed on to a stretcher, whether he wished it or not,
1
and sent off to the Congress Hospital. If he tried to sit up, he was
immediately forced to lie down. Dr. Nunan was present throughout th
v
operations and may be expected to give expression to his views on the
activities of the stretcher bearers. At about 7 p.m. Mrs. Hansa Mehta
issued orders to the volunteers and the public to go home as the days
<%

programme was over and by about 7-40 p.m. the crowds began to thin

r

286

out. At about 8-15 p.m. the military and the police were withdrawn.
Police pickets were maintained throughout the night in case any attempt
made to take out a procession during the night
happened.
persons
and at the temorary branches at Arab House, Ram Narayen's House
and Janmashtami Building, Out of these 207 were treated and allowed
to go and the remaining 100 were detained for treatment. Three of them
are reported to have sustained serious injuries. About 100 more are
reported to have been treated on the spot by the Congress, the St. John*
Swastik and other ambulance corps.
In addition to the arrests mentioned above one Congress volunteer
named Mukund Narayan Narvekar was arrested for disorderly behaviour
under section 122-1V-02. One Sitaram Babu Panchal, age 16, residing
at 4th Lane Kamathipura was arrested for disorderly behaviour in
attempting to throw stones and on being searched at the police station
he was found to have in his pocket a large stone.
Just opposite the Capital Cinema a Parsi youth practised satyagraha
by prostrating himself on the road and asking the Sergeants to belabour
him. He was bodily lifted and put to one side.
At about 7-40 p.m. Major Boyce Cooper of the 1-5 Marathas from
Santa Cruz was proceeding in his motor car No. 3711-A along
Cruickshank Road and when near the Council Road he and Sergeant
and stones
Maj
were thrown at them. The police party came up and dispersed the
crowd. Sergeant Major was struck on the back and suspected to have
a fractured rib. Sergeant Winton and Mahoney also received slight
injuries while dispersing the mob.
On the whole the volunteers put up a poor show and sustained
a severe defeat.
Dhirajlal C. Modi, Dr. M. H. Gour and Taman Singh were charged
under Section 188 and 143 I. P. C. and placed before the Chief
Presidency Magistrate today. They were convicted and sentenced to four
months' rigorous imprisonment under Section 188 but were acquitted
under Section 143 I. P. C. as the offences formed part of the same
transaction. Jaswant Singh Akali was charged under section 143 I. P. C.
and sentenced to 4 months' rigorous imprisonment. Narvekar, the
Congress volunteer, was fined Rs. 2 for disorderly behaviour. The fine
was paid. Sitaram Babu Panchal was fined Rs. 10 in default 2 days'
simple imprisonment for disorderly behaviour. He could not pay the
fine.
Under the auspices of the F ward District Congress Committee
a meeting, attended by about 250 millhands, was held on the maidan in
front of the Gold Mohur Mill on the evening of the 11th July.
S. B. Mahadeshwar presided. The president, Prof. V. P. Jani,
Madhavrao Godbole and a man named Engineer described the incidents
at Bori Bunder in connection with the Garhwal procession and appealed
to the labourers to join the Congress and carry on the national
programme.
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Under the auspices of the G ward District Congress Committee
a meeting of about 2,000 millhands was held at Nagu Sayaji's Wadi,
Prabhadevi Road, on the evening of the 11th. T. R. Naravane presided.
The president, Pandit Gunidutt, Balkrishna Narayan Tarkar, V. H. Joshi,
Mrs. Ushabai Dange and Mrs. Kamalabai Prabhu exhorted the audience
to carry out the Congress programme in a non-violent manner.
The third meeting, attended by about 200 millhands, was held on the
open maidan opposite the Moon Mill, Sewri, under the auspices of the
Oirni Kamgar Union. G. L. Kandalkar presided. Y. K. Godse,
S. S. Nimbkar and the president exhorted the workers to strengthen the
Girni Kamgar Union and whole-heartedly carry out the Congress
programme by leaving aside their difference.
S. V. Ghate was present
at this meeting.
The following copies of cyclostyled publications were seized on the
11th : —
Princess Street Police Station—83 copies of Revolt. Dongri Police
Station—28 copies of the Congress Bulletin. It is reported that the
Muslim residents of Surti Moholla, Chowki Moholla and New Nagpada
have arranged for an anti-Congress procession tomorrow (Sunday the
13th). It will start from Surti Moholla after 12 noon and parade the
Muslim localities advising the Muslims to keep aloof from the
Congress.
The Swadeshi propaganda and the British boycott committee of the
Jain Swetambar Conference has organised a procession of the Jains in
support of the Swadeshi programme. The procession will start at
2-15 p.m. on the 13th from Pydhoni and proceed along Gulalwadi,
C. P. Tank Road, Bhuleshwar Road, Kalbadevi, Princess Street, Sheikh
Memon Street, Mumbadevi, Musjid Road, Bhat Bazaar and disperse at
Khadak.
On account of the events of the last evening the Bombay Provincial
Congress Committee has advised the public to observe a hartal today.
All cloth markets and Indian business centres have been closed. The
students absented themselves from most of the schools this morning.
The Elphinstone High School was picketed by students. Some school
boys went out in the morning and succeeded in getting out the boys from
the schools at Girgaum Road.
There will be a public meeting on the Esplanade Maidan this evening
to protest against the alleged police attack on the Congress volunteers ;
Mrs. Hansa Mehta will preside.
There will be a national flag hoisting ceremony at 5 a.m. tomorrow
at Shastri Hall, Grant Road. All the Prabhat Feris have been invited
to attend. There will also be a procession of the Vanar Sena tomorrow
morning from the Gowalia Tank Maidan.
1
I attach a cutting from the Free Press Journal dated the 12th
announcing the programme of the village propaganda party.
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12 picketers were arrested today.
K. J. PETIGARA,
for Commissioner of Police,
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
Bombay, I lth July 1930.
No. 69.
GARHWAL PROCESSION.—The Satyagraha Committee is today
carrying out its intention to take out a silent procession in honour of
the brave Garhwals who refused to shoot down unarmed men, women
and children at Peshawar. Their act has been hailed all over the country
as a deed of patriotic self-assertion. If it were alone patriotism there
would have been nothing uncommon, for the love of country is an
inherent trait of every individual and will be the greater as in this land
where patriotism is being penalised by Britain. The act of the Garhwali
Heroes is a revolt against a dehumanising system. The military machine
as it has "been evolved, is the very devil's agency ; a mechanised order
of mad destruction it is far removed from any ideals of courage, daring
or chivalry that once was its lurking apology. The action of the
Garhwalis in breaking the bonds that had leagued them with death and
terror asserted the godhood of man and we hail them today for helping
the resurrection of a humanity that has been crucified.
GARHWAL RELIEF FUND.—The Satyagraha Committee has decided
to open a Garhwal Relief Fund for relieving the distressed families of
the brave Garhwal heroes. This fund will be the nucleus of a larger one
to be utilised for relief of such soldiers and policemen who in pursuance
of the resolution of the Working Committee refuse to perpetrate atrocities
on their countrymen and who for such action are penalised by the
Government.
*

*

*
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 3502/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 14th July 1930.

Dear Mr. Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 3482/H/3717, dated the 12th
July 1930.
I send you herewith a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin of the
12th.
On the 12th the picketing of liquor shops was continued as detailed
below :—
N^. of
Male
Female
shoos
pickets
pickets
6
A ward
6
B ward
6
6
C andD wards
23
35
42
E ward
35
30
3
F ward
50
55
G ward
20
21
f

•

•

t

289
And
the 13th as follows
A ward
6
6
B ward
6
6
C and D wards
8
40
52
E ward
35
13
30
F ward
55
65
G ward
20
21
I give below the result of the pending cases in connection with the
picketing of foreign cloth shops in the Fort :
Persons arrested on 10-7-30
Convicted on 12-7-30
3 to 4 months' R. I. each
The following are the details of arrests, convictions, etc. on the
12th :
No. of arrests
No. of convictions
No. discharged
Date of arrest
3

12
11 tc 4 months' R.I.
1
12-7-30
On the 12th the Dongri Police seized 17 copies of the Bombay Congress
Bulletin, Agripada seized 23 copies and Nagpada 60 copies.
On the 12th, a public meeting under the auspices of the Bombay
Provincial Congress Committee was held on the Esplanade Maidan to
protest against the police attacks on the satyagrahis in connection with
the Garhwal procession. About 7,000 people, including 500 ladies,
attended. Mrs. Hansa Mehta presided. She congratulated the convicted
leaders and the wounded volunteers as well as the public on the courage
shown by them in taking out the Garhwal procession with the full
knowledge that even firing would be resorted to by the troops who were
kept in readiness. She complained against the police for assaulting the
Red Cross volunteers and said. that the Commissioner of Police ignored
her protest when she made it. (Dr. Nunan asked me to let him talk to
her, which I did). If these police excesses were brought to the. notice
of the League of Nations Britain would have to hang down her head
In shame. She then appealed to the people to make the Congress week
by enlisting as Congress members, and said that Gandhi was the only man
who could speak for the whole of India at the Round Table Conference.
Mrs. Shantaben Dhirajlal Modi said that she was proud of her husband
who went to jail for the country. Mrs. Ramibai M. Kamdar asked the
audience to make the Congress week a success. Nagindas Master
asked the people to carry on the struggle vigorously and concentrate
their attention on the boycott of British goods. He condemned the
attitude of the Liberals who wanted to attend the Round Table
Conference, Dr. Abdus Salam laid stress on the need of observing nonviolence and said that the only fitting place for a real patriot was either
jail or the grave. Sardar Pratap Singh said that no amount of repression
would stop the movement unless Gandhi's eleven points were considered
by Government. Umashankar Dixit strongly condemned the Liberals,
Jayakar, Jinnah, etc., who, he said, would not be able to face a public
meeting on the Esplanade Maidan. Almost all the speakers appealed
to the audience to make the Congress week a success.
On *he night of the 12th the G Ward District Congress Committee held
a meeting at Bazaar Road, Mahim, under the presidentship of
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T. R. Narvane, Dr. and Mrs. Prabhu, G. S. Kanthi Sane, Torankar and
the president made speeches asking the people to preserve HinduMuslim unity, to carry out the Congress programme and to boycott the
Police.
On the morning of the 13th a number of persons belonging to the
Prabhat Feri went out in different parts of the city singing national songs
and carrying national flags. These Prabhat Feris included a batch of
Parsis as well as a few Goa Naikinis. About 5,000 persons belonging
to (he Prabhat Feri assembled at the Shastri Hall at Uana's Chowk at
5 a.m. on the 13th. The national flag was hoisted in the compound of
the Shastri Hall Chawls and the song of Bande Mataram was sung.
Each party of the Prabhat Feri had to go round the national Hag and
disperse after receiving a coconut. A few Bengalis of Parel and the
Bengali Jewellers of Kalbadevi had also their Prabhat Feri taken round.
Some members of the Bengal Club, Parel, wanted to hoist a national flag
on the club but the majority of the members pointed out that the club
was a non-political body and so the idea was dropped.
National flags were also hoisted on Pradhan Building, and Panchkalshi's
Wadi on Tank Bunder Road by members of the Prabhat Feri.
S. L. Silam, Mrs. Yamunabai Ghodekar and Dadasaheb Apte who were
present, advised the people to carry out the Congress programme.
Under the auspices of the Shri Dharma Shikshan and Nirashrit Sahayyak
Mandal a public meeting was held on the morning of the 13th, in the
compound of the Shivaji Hall on Haines Road. About 500 to 700 people
attended. S. L. Silam hoisted the national flag and Mrs. Kamalabai
Prabhu presided. Mrs. Yamunabai Ghodekar, Ramchandra Gopinath
Patil and Ghagre Master urged the audience to boycott British goods and
give up all vices. Mrs. Kamalabai Prabhu pointed out that the police
attended their meetings in khaddar and made false reports about their
meetings to Government with the result that the latter prosecuted the
poor people and sent them to jail. They should therefore boycott the
police and should not allow them to be present. She added that the laws
of Government were no laws and that they should not be obeyed. It was
on account of the presence of Indians in Government service that they
were unable to win Swaraj . After the meeting was disolved a man from
the audience dressed in khaddar hit P. C. No. 1330/D, Pandurang
Nagesh Kulkarni who was present at the meeting in mufti. Immediately
after some one threw a stone at him hitting him on the back of the head
and causing an injury for which he was treated in the J. J. Hospital.
About 2,000 boys and girls belonging to the vanar sena assembled at
the Gowalia Tank Maidan for parade yesterday morning. They then
marched in procession along Hughes Road and Sandhurst Road. On
their way they stopped at Babulnath Road at the house of Mulraj
Karsondas where they were given sweets. They then went to the Krishna
Cinema where they were treated to a cinema show.
In support of the Swadeshi movement a procession of Jains organised
bv the Swadeshi Pracharak Committee of the Jain Swetamber Conference
started from the office of the Jain Conference at Pydhoni in the afternoon
A-115— 19-B.
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of the 13th. About 15,000 persons including 2,000 ladies took part in
it. It was accompanied by Cutchi Lohana band, Bhatia volunteer band
and a scout band. The motor car containing Gandhi's photo with
flowers was taken in procession followed by the ladies and the vanar
sena. A number of placards bearing inscriptions such as "ply the
charkha", "ply the takli", "insure only in Indian insurance companies",
"boycott British goods", "use only swadeshi goods", "the Round Table
Conference without Gandhi is worth nothing", etc., were carried and
national songs were sung along the route. The Muni Maharaj of the
Jains was present in the procession which went along Kika Street, Madhav
Baug, Bhuleshwar, Kalbadevi Road, Princess Street, Sheikh Memon
Street, Masjid Bunder and Khadak where it terminated. When the
procession was at Abdul Rehman Street, the anti-Congress procession
organised by the Muslims, passed along Abdul Rehman Street at the
same time. The Jain processionists allowed the Muslim procession to
pass by.
The anti-Congress Muslim procession which consisted of about
400 persons at the start and which swelled to about 5,000 later on,
started from Surati Moholla. After parading in the Muslim localities
it went to Byculla Love Lane where it dispersed near the Khilafat office.
The processionists shouted the slogans "Long live Mahomed Ali and
Shaukat Ali", "Islam Zindabad", "Long live Khilafat Committee",
etc. When the procession came near Abdul Rehman Street, some
Muhammadens of the locality made a passage through the Jain procession and allowed the Muslim procession to proceed towards Pydhoni. No
objection was raised by the Jains.
Under the auspices of the Bharatiya Nutan Tarun Sangh (Indian
Youths' Union) a meeting of about 1,000 workers was held in Nagu
Sayaji's Wadi on the 13th. Mrs. Jailaxmiben Desai presided. Professor
V. P. Jani, A. R. Bhatt, Miss Mandakinibai, Misfe Kapila Master,
Miss Freni Bhesania and Mrs. Ushabai Dange made speeches asking the
millhands to join the Congress and carry out its programme. Mrs. Dange
asked the people to boycott the police who were eating the salt of India
and at the same time assaulting their own brothers and sisters, and
further appealed to them not to make any distinction between the Red
flag and the Congress flag.
Another meeting, attended by about 150 persons and presided over
by B. V. Varerkar, was held on the maidan behind the Damodar
Thakersy Hall, Parel, yesterday evening. S. B. Mahadeshwar, D. B.
Joglekar and the president asked the people to spin yarn and make their
own clothes.
Under the auspices of the G ward District Congress Committee
a public meeting was held on the 13th, on the maidan near the Tilak
Bridge to congratulate those who suffered on account of the police
attacks at Bori Bunder on the 11th in connection with the Garhwal
nrcoession. T. R, Naravane presided. About 2,000 persons including
300 ladies attended. Shortly before the meeting began two processions
one of them consisting of about 100 and the other of about 500
persons came from DeLisle Road and Mahim, respectively. Balkrishna
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Taralkar asked the people to wake up from their lethargy and join the
movement and requested them to remain non-violent like those who were
injured on the Esplanade on Garhwal day. He said that though the
British Government had brute force behind it the non-violent movement
was sure to end in a victory for them. Mrs. Shantabai Vengasarkar
appealed to the women to do their bit for the national movement.
Waman P. Kabadi congratulated them for having taken out a procession
in honour of the brave Garhwalis. He said that the Government
alleged that they (Congressmen) .tried to seduce the police and the
military but in his opinion the word seduction was a misnomer. What
they wanted to do was to tell the military and the police to love their
country more than the Government which they served. He enquired
why they shouM not tell their younger and elder brothers to join the
national army and to serve their country. It was their birth right to do
so. They would similarly tell the Indian military and the police who
were their brethren to join the national army and not to serve the
Government which asked them to open fire and to make assaults on
their own Countrymen. He congratulated the Garhwalis for having
shown thtir Jove for their country by refusing to obey their superior's
1
orders regardless of the consequences. He criticised Jayakar, Jinnah and
Sir Pheroze Sethana for appearing to the Indians to go to the Round
Table Conference. The president said that the Bombay Provincial
Congress Committee had started a relief fund for the Garhwalis and
reauested the people to contribute their mite towards that fund.
I attach the following: —
1. A copy of a leaflet in English containing an appeal to
revolutionary youths, distributed at Lalbaug, on 13th July 1930.
2. A cutting from the Bombay Chronicle dated the 14th Julv
containing suggestions by Sunder P. Kabadi regarding boycott and
2
Swadeshi , and
3. A cutting from the Bombay Chronicle dated the 14th, containing the resolutions of the Mahamandal representing various trading
associations in Bombay.
On account of Pandit Sunderlal's arrest under Section 447 I. P. Code
for trespass in connection with the demonstrations at the Government
College, at Allahabad, the cloth markets were closed today and about
100 boys of the Elphinstone High School came out.
The Conrgess Week begins today. A number of meetings have been
cirranged for propaganda purposes in various wards of the city during
the week. A party of about a dozen Congressmen will start from
Bombay this evening for village propaganda work. They will first visit
the suburban district and then proceed to the Surat District.
21 picketers were arrested today.
K. J. PETIGARA,
for Commissioner of Police.
I

1
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2
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No. 70.
Bombay, 12th July 1930.
THE LORDS OF MISRULE.—The representatives of His Britannic
Majesty have once again shown that cowardice and inhuman brutality
are the only principles of governance that the British Government
accepts. Their hirelings parading in tilted hats, belted pistols, with
cigarette stumps balanced on their lips, with the ugly glint in their eyes,
with foul words in their mouth and cowardice in their souls once more
revealed the motives of Imperialist Rule. The sight of these Sergeants
was as ugly as the God-denying rule tjiey represent. And how indeed
(those) calling themselves the "Guardians of peace" should
have marshalled their mean might at Bori Bunder yesterday.
We vindicate the fellowship of Man and the true glory of human
civilisation the Bombay Satyagraha Committee decided to take out the
Garhwal Silent Procession. The police chief of Bombay within whose
den in Crawford Market no ray of civilised or human feeling ever
penetrates, got scared that any beacon should be lighted where he and
his masters have ordered the reign of darkness. The prohibitory order
was issued in the name of a Law that has also prescribed the penalties
for its violation. The Satyagraha Committee true to its decision brought
out the procession. The Law of Britain stood defied. How were the
police to act ?
THE DENIAL OF CIVIL LAW.—It was open to the police to arrest
all those that violated the law and place them before the Magistracy.
That was playing the game. But the police were not out for it. They
had long ago
the last remaining vestige of gentlemanly conduct.
They came down on the unresisting satyagrahis and beat, kicked or
throttled them till they were tired, or the head fainted heroes had been
salvaged by the Red Cross Workers, who themselves were assaulted for
their humanitarian service. The result of this vindication of law is
recorded in the hospitals of this city and the anguished souls of the
thousands of citizens of Bombay. If the Bombay police had not the
courage to properly enforce the law they should have had the honesty to
abdicate their functions and hand over their authority to the military.
But where they had the refuge of cowardice, .the Bombay police cared
little for honesty or manliness.
Oh ! Mother Earth, that watches over the souls of many a hero, is
there a planet in their Universe that contain a cavern dark enough to
hide the ashes of this Empire that surely shall die.
THE BRAVE AKALIS.—By the accident of circumstances the Akali
Jatha who were to have taken a prominent part in yesterday's procession
arrived some minutes after the actual procession had been led out by the
President. As it was the express injunction of the Satyagraha Committee
that no subsidiary procession should be allowed it was the sad function
of the Congress officials to check the enthusiasm of these heroes who
have repeatedly proved their courage. And there was no more inspiring
sight than to see these valiant satyagrahis shedding tears because they were
denied the chance of braving the police batons and being wounded or
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maimed.

We
Akalis

satyagraha

which they represent.
TRIBUTE TO NON-VIOLENCE—OUR SATYAGRAHA HEROES
The defiance of the order of the Police Commissioner the Garhwal Day
Silent Procession ended in one of the greatest victories that the B. P. C. C.
got during the last three months. The spirit of non-violence, as evoked
by the volunteers has been lauded by all the Papers. The Times of India
says:—" The casualties occurred when ths processionists refused to
. . . when ordered to disperse, most of them squatting on the Road,
. . . submitting to the lathi blows showered on them". The Free
Press Journal writes : — " A body of twenty young men was lying on the
ground, half squating, half leaning with their arms intertwined. Some
were suffering from pain but they lifted themselves out of the ground,
and bent over the fainted forms of their comrades so that the blows with
the police were still delivering may fall on them, instead of on their
comrades. They did not even raise their arms to protect themselves.
A senior looking Sergeant began to throttle the volunteer in the throat.
At last the Commissioner of Police acted. As the Sergeant was making
another effort to lift the volunteer in question by the neck, the
Commissioner of Police took the Sergeant away from the volunteer".
bay
see
maimed and injured volunteers, some profusely bleeding but refusing to
move "
CHEVROLET CARS.—We have been assured by the General Motors
India Ltd. and the Presidency Motors (Bombay) Ltd. that the Chevrolets
turned out here are entirely constructed from American materials.
THE REVOLT.—The Revolt has assured its readers that its
programme is that of the Congress. We hope it is so. At the same
time we want everyone to be warned that the Congress has no other
organ in this city than the Congress Bulletin. Other attempts to fly
under Congress colours is an attempt to poach on its functions.
GARHWAL RELIEF FUND.—Garhwal is the Himalayan tract round
the holy shrines of Badrinath and Kedarnath. The Garhwalis are the
inhabitants of this region. As every pious Hindu respects each day the
sacred names of these shrines so too now they should not forget the
heroes of this region. Let the very name of Garhwals be sacred to
every Indian.
All contributions to the Garhwal Relief Fund will he received by the
Treasurer, Satyagraha Committee, Congress house, Bombav.
BOMBAY CHRONICLE
14th July 1930.
BOMBAY MERCHANTS CONDEMN LIBERAL ATTITUDE
A meeting of the Mahamandal was held on Sunday afternoon, under
the presidency of Mr. Mathurdas Kanji Matani. The discussion lasted
for about four hours. Nine resolutions were passed. One of these gave

*
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a mandate to the affiliated associations not to deal in Government Paper
and Treasury Bills. Another resolution condemned the Viceregal declaration of the 9th instant as unsatisfactory and expressed the opinion that
no Round Table Conference would be acceptable without Mahatma
Gandhi's presence and that those individuals who would attend it would
do so in their own individual capacity and would be repudiated by the
country.
A third resolution condemned the police excesses against satyagrahis.
By the fourth resolution the Mahamandal appointed a committee
consisting of the president, Prof. K. T. Shah and Mr. W. T. Halai to
draft a representation to the League of Nations regarding the alleged
assault on Red Cross men on Friday last. Another resolution suggested
the desirability of stopping the importation of silver.
On the request of the wooden merchants' associatiofl the Mahamandal
accepted the advisability of having a continuous hartal, gave permission
to individual trade to commence such hartal whenever they like.
At the meeting several speakers strongly condemned the comments of
the "Scrutator" in the Indian Daily Mail of Saturday regarding the Azad
Maidan happenings on Friday.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 3525/H/3717

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 15th July 1930

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 3502/H/3717, dated the 14th
July 1930.
I send you herewith a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin of the
14th.
On the 14th, the picketing of liquor shops was continued as detailed
below a
Male
Female
No. of
pickets
shops
pickets
8
6
A ward
8
8
B ward
29
38
24
wards
C and D
30
15
35
E ward
65
56
F ward
34
33
G ward
connection
with the picketing in Fort :
No.
of
arrests
No.
of
convictions
Pending
for
15-7-30
Date of arrest
8
to
4
months'
R.
I.
8
24
14-7-30
4 to 4 months' S. I.
4 to 2 months' S. I.
The Revolt is also being issued in Urdu in the name of Baghavat
(revolt) but it is not openly sold. Copies of the Revolt did not come
into our hands since Saturday last. Unauthorised news sheets in Gujarati
•

•
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advocating the boycott ot the Round Table Conference are being surreptitiously sold.
Under the auspices of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee a
public meeting was held on the Esplanade Maidan yesterday evening to
inaugurate the Congress week. Mrs. Hansa Mehta presided. About
5,000 persons were present. Mrs. Hansa Mehta said that the Government
had thrown down the gauntlet by declaring ;the Working Committee of the
Congress illegal and by closing the doors of the Swaraj Bhuwan. The
statement made by H. E. the Viceroy contained no substantial promise
and by sweet words Government had succeeded in attracting the Liberals
to their side, but she was sure the Liberals would come back disillusioned
from the Round Table Conference. She appealed to the audience to join
the Congress movement in large numbers and make the Congress week
a success. Surji Vallabhdas, a colour merchant, asked the people to
carry on the Congress propaganda. A Parsi satyagrahi named Dholu,
who was released from the Worli Jail, said that the British Government
would talk sweetly but once their purpose was served, they would forget
their promises. Gandhi recruited a large number of men ito help Britain
in the Great War and the people knew what reward he was given for the
services rendered by him to Government. H? advised the people not to
be misguided by the blarney of Government but to join the Congress and
continue the struggle. Kanayalal Kalantri, who had paid a visit to
Sholapur, said that the Collector and the Police Superintendent of
•Sholapur would have been done to death but for the intervention of
Malappa Dhanshetti who was now sentenced to death. The Sholapur
Enquiry Committee would throw a good deal of light on the incidents
which took place at Sholapur. Sardar Jamiat Singh, K. S. Altekar and
Dr. Abdus Salam appealed to the people to become members of the
Congress. Dr. Abdus Salam congratulated Sir Ali Imam on his joining
the Congress.
Under the auspices of the F ward District Congress Committee a
public meeting attended by about 600 millhands was held last night on
the maidan opposite the K. E. M. Hospital, Parel. Prof. Dharmanand
Kosambi, Haji Noor Mohamed Ahmed, Dhanji Shankar and Balkrishna
Taralkar made speeches appealing to the people to give up drink, to
boycott all British goods and to become members of the Congress. Haji
Noor Mohamed Ahmed said that when every civilised Government m
the world was trying to stop the consumption of liquor by the
people, their Government deal the effrontery to state that their children
would not be educated if the excise revenue were reduced. That,
he said, was a most immoral and perverse argument. Balkrishna
Taralkar denounced the barbarities of the police on the innocent
Satyagrahis and advised the people to bring about a complete social
boycott of such policemen.
On the evening of the 14th a procession of about 80 lawyers practising
in the Police and the Small Causes Courts started from Congress House
to show their sympathy with the present movement. Balubhai T. Desai,
M. N. Chhatrapati, M. N. Talpade and Babrekar were prominent.
Chhatrapati and Balubhai Desai carried national flags. Thev were

297
%

followed by Congress volunteers who shouted the usual slogans as well
as "Boycott the High Court" and "Boycott the Police Court". The
procession proceeded along Girgaum Back Road, Bhuleshwar, Sheikh
Memon Street and Princess Street. More than a thousand persons
joined it. At Princess Street the processionists were addressed by
Balubhai T, Desai who stated that the pleaders sympathised with the
present movement and for that reason started say am feri (evening rounds),
and they would go about every evening to enlist the sympathy of the publicThey would try to help the swadeshi movement. The procession
dispersed at Princess Street.
The management of Sir Shapurji Bharucha Mills Ltd., have put up
a notice informing the employees that owing to depression in trade the
Connaught Mill, Empress Mill and the New Empress Mill will be closed
from the 15th August 1930. The management of Shri Laxmi Mills, (the
Sewri Cotton Mills Ltd.) have put up a notice that owing to depression
in trade the mill will be closed twice a week.
W. P. Kabadi, A. R. Bhatt and A. H. Kulkarni of the Bombay
Presidency Youth League have been carrying on propaganda among the
students of the high schools advising them to form students' unions and
to help the swadeshi movement during their spare time.
The Gujarati students of the Elphinstone High School and the Parsi
students of the Imperial High School did not attend the schools today.
Some of them were picketing outside the Elphinstone High School this
morning.
I attach the following for your information:—
i
(1) Translation of leaflets in Marathi issued by the Bombay
1
Provincial Congress Committee giving instructions regarding Congress
week and the duty of the public.
(2) A cutting from the Bombay Chronicle dated the 15th containing
the resolution passed by the Council of the Western India National
Liberal Association in connection with the Garhwal procession.
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 71.
Bombay, 14th July 1930.
The Government has gone to the length of declaring the Working
Committee illegal. We owe allegiance and. adherence to the body so
suppressed, and to add words of loya%, the B. P. C. C. has decided to
observe the week beginning from today as Congress week. There will be
a house-to-house approach to enrol members for the Congress. Besides
that there will be daily meetings in different wards to explain what exactly
the allegiance to the Congress means.
RESISTANCE TO TYRANNY IS OBEDIENCE TO GOD.—British
Government has shown in this country a peculiar kind of
in
demonstratmg the 'minimum force' without shooting down the
demonstrators and by trying to put Gandhiji and the host of our leaders
together with an army of over 50,000 behind prison bars and not to
1

Not reproduced here.
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death ! It is true that despite all gestures of coming to a compromise,
and propounding the theory of 'minimum force' we are daily witnessing
heart-rendering tortures and Government has succeeded in not excluding
violence and brute force to suppress our evergrowing movement.
During the last War when German guns from a distance of 75 miles
bombarded the allied citadels, a cry against their brutalities was raised
when accidentally it hit a Red Cross Ambulance Station....But here in
India before our eyes from 2 ft. distance the Guardians of Law and Order,
armed with brass-pointed lathis, despite protest, most brutally assaulted
the Red Cross volunteers, sisters of mercy and doctors in charge of the
Red Cross temporary station, that was organized at the Azad Chowk
(Bori Bunder). To those who were after the biood of our countrymen
this was not enough they came cracking the skulls, breaking ithe iodine
bottles and ice-slabs, kicking the water-pales and throwing the lint and
bandages in the mud and laughing at tiie sight of blood that came out
from the workers! whose sole duty was to remove the wounded warriors
(only ours, the enemies had none) from the field. We wish to show their
galantry the Sergeants and sepoys had brought their wives, daughters or
children or relations or their aged parents to witness the horrible sight,
when they played hockey near the Azad Maidan. Ours is a non-violent
struggle. The skulls that cracked like cocoanuts, the blood of our
Martyrs that was spilt there, the Mother Earth showing the blood marks
on the Azad Chowk even after 20 hours—calls forth a cry of no more
sympathy for this brutal Government or itheir telebearers. The 500 souls
who amidst showers of lathi blows kept under absolute restraint and
raised not a finger on Friday but yearns for the freedom—wherein we can
rest at peace.
Let us in all earnestness ardently and vigorously carry the mess to
every hearth and home and in the distant lands where our countrymen
are compelled to salute the Union Jack and to hills, huts and dales where
voliies are fired at our unarmed people that—
"Lay the proud usurpers low 1
Tyrants fall in every foe".
Liberty's in every blow !
Let us do or die ! —BURNS.
"Resistance to tyranny is obedience to God".
COTTONOPOLIS CRASHES—The boycott of British piecegoods has
heavily told on the spindles and looms in Manchester and Liverpool
district, which is known in the World as Cottonopolis. Several mills are
closed down. Strikes are going on in Bradford and other districts. We
have won a part of our programme, but if we just stiffen this, we shall
win the victory. The factories would close down, the labour would
and

with

in Ento

We
to our starving comrades in England but we only call them to assist
fomenting a revolution to enable one and all to uproot the tyrant's
r that flies in Palestine, Egypt, China and Africa and is besmeared
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15th
BOMBAY LIBERALS' PANACEA FOR INDIA'S ILLS.—The
following resolution was adopted by the council of the Western India
National Liberal Association on Saturday in connection with Friday's
Garhwali day procession.
The council of the Western India National Liberal Association deplore
that at this juncture, when it is essential that a favourable atmosphere
should be created for a peaceful solution of the Indian problem by
negotiation, events should be allowed to happen which must create further
bitterness between Government and the people. It is regrettable that the
Congress organisation should insist upon defying orders promulgated by
lawful authority and creating occasions for conflict between the police and
their volunteers.
The council is convinced that the method adopted by the authorities in
dealing with processions, instead of stopping the evil apprehended from
such demonstrations is calculated on the contrary very much to worsen
the situation. f The sight of the beating of Congress volunteers who are
non-violent and who submit themselves to the beating and are then
removed to hospitals necessarily invites sympathy in the minds of
thousands of spectators who carry away feelings of resentment and hatred
against Government.
The public do not understand the legal position that the processionists
taking out a procession in defiance of police orders are breaking the law
and are liable to be dispersed by force. The council feels that if instead
of the beating by lathis that was resorted to in the case of the procession
on Friday last, the volunteers had been arrested and then discharged after
some time all the public excitement and resentment that was created
could have been avoided.
Government
methods of conciliation.
time
has arrived when the Congress, having demonstrated the strength of
national feeling, should call off civil disobedience and permit the
establishment of conditions favourable for utilising to the best advantage
the opportunity of a satisfactory settlement by means of the Round Table
Conference, Government should on their part simultaneously release all
political prisoners and withdraw all emergency legislation and thus enable
Congress to participate along with other parties in the Round Table
Conference. —A. P.
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HEAD POLICE OFFICE
No. 3560/H/3717.
Bombay, 16th July 1930.
My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 3525/H/3717, dated the 15th
July 1930.
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I send you herewith a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin , dated
the 15th together with a copy of the Revolt* of the same date.
On the 15th, picketing of liquor shops was continued as detailed
below :

A
B
C
E
F
G

ward
ward
and I) wards
ward
ward
ward
•

•

9

ft

No. of
shops

Male
pickets

Female
pickets

6
10
26
35
53
28

6
10
44
30
62
28

43
15

connection
the picketing of foreign cloth shops in Fort :
Persons arrested on 14-7-30
8

Convicted on 15-7-30
8 to 4 months' R. I. each.

The following are the figures of arrests and convictions yesterday :
Date of arrest
15-7-30

No. of arrests
20

No. of Convictions
17 to 4 months' R.I.

Pending for 16-7-30
3

Yesterday afternoon the funeral procession of the picketer Narayan
Gopal Gawli, who was sentenced on the 2nd July to 4 months' R. L and
who died in the J. J. Hospital on the 14th started from Congress House
at about 1 p.m. accompanied by about 3,000 people, including Congress
volunteers. After passing along Girgaum Back Road, Fanaswadi,
Girgaum Road, they went to Sonapur where the body was cremated.
The processionists sang Bhajans on the way.
About 40 Bhayyas held a meeting at Napoo Hall, Matunga, last night
and decided to form a union of the Bhayyas to be called the Northern
India Sabha. Speeches were made advising the Bhayyas to join the
Congress.
Under the auspices ot the A Ward District Congress Committee
a public meeting was held at Dwarkadas Street, Fort, on the night of
the 15th in connection with the Congress week. About 400 persons,
including about 150 ladies, attended, Mrs. Hansa Mehta presided.
Nagindas Master, Mulraj Karsondas, Sardar Pratap Singh, R. Venkatram,
W. T. Halai, Nagsey Khetsy and the president made speeches exhorting
the people to become members of the Congress and to boycott British
goods. Mrs. Hansa Mehta said that the Government had insulted the
Working
Government
enlist every Indian as a Congressman. She said that the use of Swadeshi
was the most effective weapon for the attainment of freedom.
1
a

This bulletin deals with the British plan about the Round Table Conference. It is
not reproduced here due to paucity of space.
Enclosure not reproduced as it is not significant.
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The B Ward District Congress Committee held a meeting last night
at Kharak Bazaar, Mandvi, when Dr. Jethalal D. Vora presided over an
audience of about 300 persons. Virchand Panachand, Bhiroobhai
K. Bhatt, Durgashankar Bhat, Purshottam Mehta, Mrs. Ramibai Kamdar,
Vasanji Dayalji and the president made speeches appealing to the audience
to get enrolled as Congress members and continue the Congress fight
vigorously. Durgashankar Bhat said that innocent people were being
unnecessarily assaulted in mistake for C. I. D. men. He appealed to the
audience not to assault any one whether he was the C. I. D. or not
Purshottam Mehta said that incidents like the firing at Bhendy Bazaar
and the use of lathis against the Parsis in the Fort helped the Congress
movement. The president said that if they had any feeling for the
wounded and the incarcerated Indians they should join the Congress and
become satyagrahis. They should not be led away by the honeyed words
of the Viceroy.
Under the auspices of the E Ward District Congress Committee
a meeting was held at Kamathipura Bazaar Road last night when
S. L. Silam presided over an audience of about 500 people. The president,
R. K. Acharekar, W. P. Kabadi and Prof. V. P. Jani exorted the people
to join the Congress and make the Congress Week successful.
The F Ward District Congress Committee held a meeting of about
300 people on the maidan opposite the K. E. M. Hospital, Parel, the
same night. Waman P. Kabadi who presided said that the Congress
weeft was being observed to give a fitting reply to the Govermm/ent's
challenge in declaring .the Working Committee illegal;. By enflisting in
their thousands they wanted to show to Government that India was
determined to be free. The Working Committee, he said, was their
Government and he did not understand how a foreign Government
coming from 6,000 miles away could declare it illegal. The British
Government was breaking its own laws. They were assaulting innocent
satyagrahis. The Government did not want them to seduce the police
and the military from their allegiance, but Mr. Healy rendered immense
service to the Congress cause by the use of lathis. What better certificate
could their non-violent struggle have than the fact that although
500 volunteers received injuries at Bori Bunder on the 11th, not a single
policeman received as much as a scratch. The Indian troops who were
stationed near the maidan must have been affected by the bold stand
made by the volunteers against the lathi charges. When the Police
Commissioner stopped the merchants' procession, the latter joined the
Congress ranks. The firing on innocent Muhammadans at Bhendy
Bazaar had brought then new recruits from the Muslim community and
if there were many more Healys, he was sure their movement would go
on with additional vigour. He asked the people not to be guided by men
like Jayakar and Jinnah who wanted to go to the Round Table
Conference, as he was sure that they would soon return disillusioned.
He said that a conference was only possible between two free nations and
if they joined the Congress in large numbers they would soon be free and
they could then talk about conference between Lord Irwin and Gandhi
on the Azad Maidan. Prof. V, P. Jani, K. G. Kubal, a Parsi satyagrahi
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named Davar and S. B. Mahadeshwar also exhorted the people to
become members of the Congress.
Another meeting was held under the auspices of the G ward District
Congress Committee near Bombay Development Department Chawls,
DeLisle Road, last night. Mrs. Kamalabai Prabhu presided and about
500 millhands attended. The president, Balkrishna Taralkar, Dr. J. D.
Prabhu, Mansingrao Jagtap, W. P. Kabadi, Prof. V. P. Jani, Dr. M. M.
Suratkar, Govindrao Shinde and others appealed to the labourers to
become Congress members, boycott British goods and give up drinking.
The president asked the people to boycott the Indian policemen
who were helping the British instead of their own countrymen. A
resolution protesting against the molestation by certain European mill
managers of millhands wearing Gandhi caps was passed. It was decided
to send a copy of the resolution to the Millowners' Association.
Copies of Bulletins were seized under the new Ordinance noted below:
Date

Police station

14-7-30

Dongri

15-7-30

Lamington Road

No. of copies
17 copies of
Bulletin.
170 copies cf
Bulletin.

Congress
Congress

Information has been received that the Congress Bulletin is being edited
and typed at Khar Road, from where the typed matter is brought to two
places in Bombay for being cyclostyled. One such place is reported to
be somewhere at Walkeshwar. After the copies are ready they are
brought to the Congress House in a taxi and other copies are sent out by
five different agents for being surreptitiously sold in the city. The
copies brought to the Congress House are secreted in the various rooms
of the chavvl in the compound of the Congress House and some of them
are even hidden under the seats on which the women volunteers sit.
P. R. Lele is reported to have been elected vice-president of the Bombay
Provincial Congress Committee in the vacancy of Dr. M. H. Gour who
was sent to jail.
Messrs E. D. Sassoon & Co., Ltd., agents for the Elphinsfone Mill,
David Mill Nos. 1 and 2, Meyer Sassoon Mill, Edward Sassoon
Mill, Jacob Sassoon Mill, Rachel Sassoon Mill. Alexandra
Mill, Manchester Mill and E. D. Sassoon Mill have put up notices
informing the workers that owing to continued depression in trade
they will have to close down the mills on the 15th August. If in the
meantime the situation should improve they might be induced to cancel
the notice. The management of the Atlas Mill and the Sassoon Spinning
and Weaving Co. Ltd.. have also put up notices informing their
employees that owing to depression in trade the mill will be closed from
August. The
which have given notices to
e down is 23.
It is reported in the press that the next meeting of the Working
Committee will
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My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O.
July 1930.
I send you herewith a copy of the
the 16th, together with a copy of the
On the 16th picketing of liquor
below :

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 17 th July 1930.
No. 3560/H/3717,

Bombay Congress Bulletin dated
1
Revolt of the same date.
shops was continued as detailed
Male
pickets

No. of
snops

A ward
B ward
C and D wards
E ward
F ward
G ward

6
10
26
35
55
29

..

dated the 16th

Female
pickets

6
10
38
30

*

•

42
14

64
30

connection
:eting of foreign cloth sh
Persons arrested on 15-7-3930

Convicted on 16-7-1930
/

3

•

•

3 to 4 months' R. I. each

The following are the figures of arrests and convictions yesterday:
Date cf arrest
16-7-30

No. of arrests
23

No. of convictions
Pending for 17-7-1930
12 to 4 months' R.T.
3
6 to 2 months' R.I.
1 to 4 months' S.I.
1 to 6 weeks' S. I.

Under the auspices of the C Ward District Congress Committee a
public meeting was held on the evening of the 16th in Keshav Baug,
Princes Street- About 200 persons were present. Mrs. Hansa Mehta
presided. She said that the reason for the observance of Congress week
was to show to Government that although the Working Committee of the
Congress had been declared illegal every man and woman was eager to
become a member of the Congress. -She appealed to the people to join
Congress and take to Swadeshi. Miss Laxmibai (daughter of Soorji
Vallabhadas) spoke on the poverty of the people under the British and
asked the people to join the Congress and boycott British goods. Soorji
Vallabhadas and Chhaganlal P. Nanavaty also appealed to the people to
join the Congress. Y. K. Parulekar, said that the Bombay Government
would perhaps declare the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee and
the District Congress Committees Megal but if the people joined the
Congress in lakhs it would be difficult for Government to deal with
the situation.
Under the auspices of the E Ward District Congress Committee a
meeting was held at Dhaku Prabhu's Wadi Ghorupdeo, last evening,
Enclosure not reproduced.
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when Mrs. Ramibai Kamdar presided and there was a gathering of about
500 people. The president, Madhavrao Godbole, W. P. Kabadi, R. K.
Acharekar, Ajgaonkar, and Baburao Lad exhorted the people .to join the
Congress and support the Swadeshi movement.
The D Ward District Congress Committee held a public meeting at
Chikhalwadi yesterday evening under the presidentship of Mrs. Ramibai
Kamdar. About 1,000 millhands were present. The president, P. R. Lele,
Dr. M. M. Suratkar, R. M. Sangamnerkar, K. S. Altekar and
W. P. Kabadi made speeches appealing to the people to join the Congress.
Ramchandra Sangamnerkar said that Government was in a dilemma as
to how they should deal with the present situation. Since Gandhi
reached Dandi, the Danda (mainstay) of Government had become shaky.
The only Government remaining in India was that which rested on the
lathis of the pilipagri and the guns of the military. Gandhi had provided
them with a charm in the form of boycott which had the effect of closing
down 400 mills in Lancashire. H. E. the Viceroy had issued ordinances
but every ordinance was only a scrap of paper trampled upon by the
Desk Sevikas with the backing of the men. The relations of the
pilipagri should approach the police and ask them to st)op their lathi raj
under pain of social boycott. It mattered very little whether their
daughters got married or became immoral. Waman P. Kabadi said that
the Congress had a greater following than Government though the latter
had declared the former illegal. Let the Government put up a notice
on the Gateway of India that the whole of India was a prison. People
like Jinnah and Jayakar were in favour of the Round Table Conference,
but if they had any respect for their country, they should come forward
and have their heads smashed and their legs fractured on the Azad
Maidan as the Congress volunteers did. He appealed to the people to
redress the wrong done of Krishna Kumari, as was done by the Pandavas
in the case of Draupadi, by joining the Congress.
Under the auspices of the Girni Kamgar Union, a meeting of about
300 workers was held last night at Chameli's Wadi, DeLisle Road.
G. L. Kandalkar presided and S. S. Nimbkar, Ramchandra Balaji
Neherkar made speeches in support of the Congress programme. It was
suggested that the workers should be promised : (1) the unconditional
release of the accused in the Meerut case, (2) 8 hours' day for all workers,
(3) equal pay for equal work, (4) a month's leave on full pay every year
for all workers, (5) payment of Rs. 30 per month to unemployed workers
and (6) freedom of speech and freedom of the press for the workers and
their leaders. If these demands were not accepted by the Congress, it
would be clear that Swaraj was not for the benefit of the workers.
It is reported that some extremist elements in the Congress circle have
been asking the war council to take out the Garhwal procession from
Congress House and that the matter is under their consideration.
Vallabhbhai Patel is expected here but so far he has not come. It is
said that he will arrive here on the morning of the 19th. Congress
volunteers have been going about enrolling members for the Congress.
The Desk Sevikas will take out a procession on Sunday afternoon to
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exhibit the yarn produced by them. Every, effort is being made by the
Desk Sevikas to introduce spinning in every home.
About a hundred volunteers paraded at the Gowalia Tank Maidan
and about 50 drilled at the Jinnah Hall.
I attach the following for your information :
(1) a cutting from today's Bombay Chronicle regarding the move on
the part of the Bombay Scouts for the substitution of the national flag
for the Union Jack.
(2) a copy of the form of application for enlistment in the vanar sena
1
by the Bombay Students' Union.
The following copies of unauthorised news sheets have been seized by
the Police :
Date
16-7-30
16-7-30.
16-7-30

Police station
Lamingicn Road
Mahim
Dongri

..

No. of copies seized
283 Congress Bulletins.
175 Congress Bulletins.
8 Congress Bulletins.

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
Bombay, 16th July 1930.
No. 73.
THE PLEASURE OF THE GOVERNOR IN COUNCIL.—The
Governor-in-Council are further pleased regarding our Bulletin. It
appears to that august body that there is danger to human life and safety,
and a likelihood of a riot or an affray in the City of Bombay because
our Bulletin continues to appear every evening disregarding the official
order. It is for the public for whose benefit we are issuing the Bulletin
to judge whether there is danger to such an extent as the Governor-inCouncil think. We do not think so.
The body is pleased to direct that the order of the Dasturian Law
Courts issued two months ago against the publication of the Bombay
Congress Bulletin be continued for a further period of two months.
We know that we are not suffering from any disease that we need a mouthwash to gargle our throat. Our duty is clear. We have to expose the
blunt theories of Law and Order that are propounded in the realm of
Lathi Raj. The satanic soul that hovered over the wounded on Azad
Chowk cannot choke us to death. The breeze of freedom and the
devotion to the Motherland will instil in us a new life and despite all
orders and ordinances we shall withstand all attacks and survive.
HAIG, HOTSON, HEALEY LIE FACTORY.—The evasive reply that
the Home Member gave at the Legislative Assembly that throughout
India only about 4,000 persons are imprisoned till 15th June for Civil
Disobedience under His Britanic Majesty's Satanic Rule in India is
characteristic of the product of the lie factory which is so notorious in
manufacturing such articles. The Bombay Presidency where jails like
Sabarmati, Arthur Road, Nasik Road, Yeravda and even the temporary
prisons of Worli Chawls, are full, Hotson has ordered out Visapur,
1

Not reproduced being
A-115—20-A.

irrelevant.
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perhaps the rottenest jail on earth to be reopened. The number that is
given out by the head of the (Simla Cabal has been reached by this
presidency alone. If he had taken some of the presidential heads into
confidence the new light would have been shed over it, or it may be
likely that one zero is missing somewhere. Probably the figure he meant
was 40,000 but somewhere in the Secretariat some typists made perhaps
a deliberate mistake in figuring at 4,000. The lie is there. It is for the
people to refuse to purchase the goods manufactured in such factories.
HALF SLICED LEMON TURBAN.—We have been told by an
English Police Sergeant that the Indian police that was engaged on
Friday last to beat the non-violent satyagrahis, were not the Bombay
Police but were engaged by the Government for a day to show their
gymnastic feats at lathi at a remuneration of Rs. 2-8-0 a day. We are
further told that even English Sergeants have refused to carry out
Healey's orders, and many have asked either for a transfer or have sent
in resignation. But the Government does not release them. The Black
Sheeps amongst them have done their dirty job. However, he assured us
that all did not belong to the same boat. We call upon such Sergeants
who feel about the barbarous brutalities to come forth and at such attacks
offer themselves between the lathis and volunteers' skulls to show to the
world that even Englishmen disobey and hate their cruel and apathetic
superiors.
STOP PRESS.—Sardar Taman Singh, Capt. of satyagrahi volunteers
who was arrested in connection with the 'Garhwal Procession', we
understand, has been removed to Visapur Jail.
BOMBAY CHRONICLE
17th July 1930.
NATIONAL FLAG FOR UNION JACK.—The familiar sight of
Indian boy scout saluting the Union Jack may be seen no more in
Bombay. A move to have the Union Jack replaced by the tri-coloured
national flag has found the approval of most scout masters in the city.
About 80 scout masters met at the Sir Chunilal Mehta hut on Tuesday
to discuss whether in view of the present national awakening, the scout
movement in India should any longer remain under the patronage of
the Government and whether the scouts should continue saluting the
Union Jack.
These questions were hotly discussed and the concensus of opinion
seemed to be that the tri-coloured national flag should immediately take
the place of the Union Jack.
A majority of scout masters were also in favour of de-officialising the
movement at once.
After several hours' discussion, a compromise was arrived at and the
meeting decided that the President of the meeting Mr. J. A. D. Naoroji
(District Scout Commissioner) should be authorised to take up the
following questions with the higher scout authorities.
The question of de-officialising the Indian Scout movement.
ing
A-115—20-B.
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My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D.
July 1930.
I send you herewith a copy
the 17th together with a copy
On the 17th picketing of
below ;

O. No. 3584/H/3717, dated the 17th
1

of the Bombay Congress Bulletin , dated
2
of the Revolt of the same date.
liquor shops was continued as detailed
No. of
shops

A ward
B ward
C and D wards
E ward
F ward
G ward
•

6
10
26
35
34
30

*

Male
pickets

Female
pickets

6
10
34
30
62
33

37
15

The following are the details of the pending cases in connection with
the picketing of foreign cloth shops in the Fort : —
Persons arrested on 16-7-30

Convicted on 17-7-30
3 to 4 months' R. I. each.

3

The following are the figures of arrests and convictions yesterday :
Date of arrest
17-7-30

Nc. cf arrests
22

No. of convictions
1 to 6 months' R I
11 to 4 months' R.I.

Pending for 18-7-30
10

of the A Ward ]
ess
evening of the 17th in a godown opposite
Committee was held
Koliwada at Colaba. Mrs. Ramibai Kamdar presided. There were
about 250 persons present. She complained of the impoverishment of the
Indian people owing to the drainage of their wealth from the country«
She said that the present movement was launched to remove the poverty
of India. The millhands, should therefore join the Congress movement
on economic grounds. One Narayan Koli and a Multani, name not
known, advised the people to follow the Congress programme.
The E Ward District Congress Committee held a public meeting in
Hirji Govindji Wadi at New Nagpada on the evening of the 17th.
Professor V. P. Jani presided and about 200 persons attended. The
president said that those who had any love for their country should join
the Congress. R. K. Acharekar said that the Congress Week was
e country and
foreign
K. N. Phadke
of the Bombay Presidency Youth League said that the position of
1

and

z

Enclosure not reproduced.
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Movement
Government had become shaky since
started. The nation had no sympathy for a Government which had
incarcerated people like Gandhi, Motilal Nehru and Xawaharlal Nehru
and which was responsible for the death of youths like Jatin, etc. He
did not mean to say that (hey should get rid of this Government by
means of violence, but they should make the Britishers feel the pinch by
boycotting British goods. To pay a pie to Government was to assist
them indirectly to suck the people's blood. He appealed to the youths
to join the Congress. S. L. Silam also asked the people to join the
Congress and bring about prohibition.
Under the auspices of the Muslim Rashtriya Seva Mandal a public
meeting was held on the evening of the 17th at Nishanpada Road.
Dr. J. V. Vora presided. About 200 persons, mostly Hindus, were
present. The president, Mrs. Hansa Mehta, Virchand Panachand.
Shaban Ali, Ali Khoja and Noor Mahomed Mojawalla appealed to the
people to become members of the Congress and emphasized the
importance of the boycott of British goods and the necessity for HinduMuslim unity.
A meeting of about 300 millhands was held at Sewri, Koliwada, on
the night of the 17th. Mrs. Yamunabai Ghodekar, Balkrishna Seth,
Swami Nijayanand, K. G. Kubal and Tukaram Gavde made speeches in
support of the Congress programme and the boycott of the police.
Under the auspices of the Matung^ Taluq Congress Committee
a public meeting was held at Napoo Hall, Matunga, on the night of the
17th. S. K. Altekar presided, and about 150 persons attended.
K. N. Phadke, Mrs. Chaiidrikaben, Madhavrao V. Godbole, P. R. Lele,
Mrs. Ramiben Kamdar, Ajgaonkar, Prof. V. P. Jani, W. P. Kabadi and
the president exhorted the people to enlist as members of the Congress
carry on its non-violent fight. K. N. Phadke said that it was the
youths who succeeded in passing the Independence resolution at the last
Lahore Congress. At present the youths were carrying on the fight when
their elders were in jail. It was a pity, he said, that when thousands of
their brothers had gone to jail and when the police were charging people
with lathis Jinnah and Jayakar, who represented nobody, were advising
the people to go to the Round Table Conference. It was India's
determination not to accept favours from Government but to compel
the authorities to ask favours from the people. If Jinnah, Jayakar and
company insisted on going to the Round Table Conference, they would
have to cross rivers of blood and the broken bones of their country men
to reach the deck of their vessel. The youths had decided to practise
satyagraha at the Gateway of India or at the Mole and it was only after
they were assaulted and their blood had flown that the members would
be able to embark for Eng'and. At the close of the meeting about
a dozen boys raised cries of "Boycott British Goods" and "Boycott
C. I. D. " Dr. Udgaonkar, who was present, asked them to keep quiet.
Mu
17th
Moti
"That the attention of the Bombay Government be drawn by the
president to the excesses
Wadala, Esplanade
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Maidan, and Hornby Road wherein men, women and children of
Bombay have been belaboured without any justification and wherein
non-violent satyagrahis have been brutally treated without any legal
sanction under any law or regulation behind it, with a further demand
of stopping a recurrence of such incidents in the interests of citizens
and authorities.
" That the Corporation hereby appoint a committee to enquire into
and report upon the alleged lawlessness of the Police in general and
British Sergeants in particular."
The Desk Sevikas will demonstrate at the Corporation Hall today when
Vhe Improvement Trust Board is going to consider the resolution of
disallowing for one year the tapping of trees on the Improvement Trust
Land. Mrs. Avantikabai Gokhale will lead the Desh Sevikas to show
their sympathy with the object of the meetings.
One Daud Munshi, a Muhammaden aged about 25, a servant in a tea
shop at Sankli Street, who was removed to the Congress Hospital on the
11th July on account of injuries received at Bori Bunder when the crowds
were dispersed by the police in connection with the Garhwal procession,
died yesterday evening. The funeral left the Congress Hospital this
morning. About 2,000 people, mostly Muhammadens, attended the
funeral. The funeral proceeded along Grant Road, Falkland Road,
Bellasis Road, Madanpura, Two Tanks, J. J. Hospital, Bhendy Bazaar,
Pydhoni, Abdul Rehman Street, and halted at the Juma Masjid for Juma
prayers. After the prayers it was taken to the burial ground. A good
number of Congress volunteers accompanied the procession to preserve
order. After the above procession started from the hospital some
Congress volunteers were seen selling cartoons depicting the police
excesses on the Esplanade Maidan. About 300 copies of these cartoons
1
were seized by the police. A copy is attached .
P. C No. 2933/C, mentioned in the Bombay Congress Bulletin of the
7th July 1930 attached to my daily letter No. 3397/H/3717, dated the
8th July 1930, was found tQ be suffering from mental derangement by the
Police Surgeon. He is being sent before a medical board for being
invalid.
Madhavji Dharmasi Mill
The
the Police:
Date
16-7-30
17-7-30

Police Station.
Dongri
Lamington Road
79

99

Maharbouri
* *

18-7-30

> >

No. of copies seized
20 Congress Bulletins.
11
222
5

99

>,

214 Revolt in Gujerati.
300 Cartoons reg. Police
excesses.

A copy of the posters issued by the Bombay Provincial Congress
Committee regarding Congress Week and a specimen of the badge worn
2
by members of the Vanar sena are attached .
and

2

* 4 *

Not given in original record.

*
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HEAD POLICE OFFICE

CONFIDENTIAL
No»631/H/3717|

Bombay, 19th July 1930.

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 3621/H/3717, dated the 18th
July 1930.
: j ,
I send you herewith a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin, dated
1
the 18th together with a copy of the Revolt of the same date .
On the 18th picketing of liquor shops was continued as detailed
below;
A ward
B ward
C and D wards
E ward
F ward
G ward

No. of
shops
6

Male
pickets
6

26
35
47
27

34
30
55
28

Female
pickets
37
15

The following are the details of the pending cases in connection with
the picketing of foreign cloth shops in the Fort :
Persons arrested on 17-7-30
10

Convicted on 18-7-30
5 to 4 months' R. I.
2 to 4 months' S. I. |
2 to 3 months' S. I.
1 to 2 months' S. I.

The following are the figures of arrests, and convictions yesterday:
Date of arrest
18-7-30

No. of convictions
14 to 4 months' R. I.
2 to 3 monthsj R.I.
1 to 4 months' S. I.
6 to 3 months' S.I.

No. of arrests
23

Pending
Nil.

As it is reported that some cloth merchants have been dealing in foreign
Sevikas
foreign cloth shops after giving;
cloth dealers.
mornm
One Keshav Yesu who was admitted as a convidj in Arthur Road Jail
complained of fever on the 10th July and was admitted in the Jail
Hospital, but as his condition did not improve he was removed to the
J. J. Hospital on the 15th July. He died on the 17th July, An
was he?d and the jury returned a verdict of death due to kidney trouble.
Last evening his funeral took place. The funeral procession started from
Congress House and about 200 persons took part in it. The body was
cremated at Sonapur.
afternoon
Sevikas
Mrs. Avantikabai Gokhale went to the Corporation Hall in connection with the meeting
letter)
djourned
Government
_

_

_

_

_

_

_

A

Enclosures not reproduced.

_

-

_

—

_^
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The C Ward District Congress Committee held a meeting in Govind
Chowk of the Mulji Jetha Market on the evening of the 18th. N. P.
Deshpande presided. About 500 persons were present. N. B. Deshpande
complained of the unjust taxes levied by Government on the salt and
the forest produce. It was to get rid of these taxes that the movement
was launched by Gandhi. He appealed to the people to join the
movement in large numbers. Mrs. Ramibai Kamdar asked the people
to give up their lethargy and become Congress members. Umashankai
Dixit explained that the Congress week was observed to show to
Government that the Congress had the support of the public, that the
Congress was the only representative political organisation in the country
and that the masses were determined to achieve complete independence.
The satyagrahis had shown their mettle and it was now left to the cloth
merchants to show their full sympathy with the movement by not dealing
in foreign cloth. Y. K. Parulekar and Bachubhai Bhagwandas spoke in
the same strain.
A meeting of about 200 persons was held last night at Dana Bunder
under the presidentship of Dr. J. V. Vora. The President, Virchand
Panachand and others appealed to the people to become members of
the Congress.
The D Ward District Congress Committee held a public meeting at
Tardeo on the night of the 18th. About 500 persons were present.
Waman P. Kabadi, SI K. Altekar, N. P. Jani, Dr. M. M. Suratkar and
Thakur made speeches exhorting the people to become members of the
Congress, boycott foreign goods and give up liquor. The people were
warned not to succumb to the divide and rule policy of the Government.
Jinnah and Jayakar were also criticised for their attitude in favour of the
Round Table Conference.
The E Ward District Congress Committee held a public meeting at
Kamathipura on the night of the 18th. About 300 persons including
50 ladies, were present. Madhavrao V. Godbole, who presided, said
that at present there were two Governments and the people obeyed the
orders of the Congress Government and defied the orders of the British
Government. The later had declared the former illegal and it was up
to the people to show to the British Government that the so-called illegal
Government of the Congress had a greater following than theirs. He
then pointed out that there was only one man and he was in the
Yeravada Jail who was competent to discuss the problems of India at the
Round Table Conference. Ajgaonkar said that the British people were
not their enemies but the system of Government was objectionable. It
was to get rid of system that they should carry on the Congress fight in
this non-violent manner and make the British Government feel the
pinch by boycotting British goods. S. L. Silam >and Dr. Suratkar also
made an appeal to the people to join the Congress.
A meeting of about 200 mill workers was held under the auspices of
the G Ward District Congress Committee at Fergusson Road on the
evening of the 18th. Dr. Jagannath Devrao Prabhu presided. Bhaurao
Ghagre, Haribhawoo Patel and Balkrishna Narayan Taralkar made
speeches in support of the Congress propaganda. The people were asked
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to organise themselves into Prabhat pheris and give up smoking
cigarettes. After congratulating P. C. No. 2933/C on his joining the
Congress, the following resolution was passed at the meeting: —
"This meeting resolves that no European should be engaged in any
mill and authorises the president to send the resolution to the
miilowners for necessary action.
bay Arya Samaj has decided under
Motilal to support the Congress
ramme
It is reported that Congress volunteers will stand at the gates of
Victoria Terminus to persuade the race-goers not to proceed to Poona
for the races which commence on the 26th July.
Rumours have been, spread in the city that the Sikhs are going to take
out a huge procession on Sunday and that there will be a rally of
volunteers on the Esplanade Maid&n on the 21st, but so far as can be
ascertained there is no truth in these rumours. The war council is not
prepared to hold any procession except that of the Desk Sevikas and the
spinners tomorrow afternoon. Most probably Vallabhbhai J. Patel will
address a public m wv^ ting tomorrow evening if he returns from Poona
where he is reported to be going today.
I attach a cutting from the Bombay Chronicle, dated the 19th, regarding
1
the Bombay Swadeshi League.
The following copies of unauthorised news sheets were seized in
Bombay: —
5)

18-7 -30
18-7 -30
18-7 -30
18-7 -30

•

•

•

•

*

•

18-7-30

Dongri Police Station
Palton Road Police Station
Lamington Road Police Station
Lamington Road Police Station
Maharbouri Police Station

•

•

65 Congress Bulletins.
17 Congress Bulletins.
6 Congress Bulletins.
60 Unauthorised news sheet
1 Cartoon.
47 Congress Bulletins.
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CONFIDENTIAL
HEAD POLICE OFFICE
No. 3663/H/3717.
Bombay, 21st July 1930.
Dear Mr. Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 3631/H/3717, dated the 19th
July 1930.
I send you herewith a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin of the 19th.
2
I also attach a copy of the Revolt of the 20th as well as a copy of the
Flame* which was published on the 17th.
On the 19th picketing of liquor shops was continued as detailed below:
•

A ward
B ward
C and D wards
E ward
F ward
G ward
1
2

..

No. of
shops
6
10
26
35
52
20

Not relevant.
and 3 Enclosures not reproduced.

Male
pickets
6
10
32
30
60
31

Female
Pickets
•

•

36
15
•

•
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And on the 20th :
A
B
C
£
F
G

ward
ward
and D wands
ward
ward
ward
•

•

•

No. of
shops

Male
Pickets

6
10

6
10
30
30
64
33

26

•

•

53
32

•

Female
Pickets
•

•

•

•

34
15
•

•

•

•

The foilowing are the figures of arrests and convictions in connection
with the picketing of foreign cloth shops in the Fort: —
Date of arrest
19-7-30

No. of arrests
10

No. of convictions

Pending

10 to 4 months' R.I.

Nil.

On the afternoon of the 19th, a ladies' meeting at Mandvi was held under
the presidentship of Mrs. Hansa Metha. About 3,000 ladies were present.
Valiabhbhai Patel, Miss Slade, and Mrs. Ramibai Kamdar made speeches
appealing to the women to take part in the national struggle and to wear
khaddar if they wanted the release of Gandhi.
A public meeting under the auspices of the B Ward District Congress
Committee was held at Daryasthan Lane, Mandvi, on the night
ot the 19th, when about
persons were present. As Vallabh
bhai Patel was unable to attend the meeting, Dr. J. V. Vora presided.
Durgashankar Bhat. Virchand Panachand,
Mra. Jamnabai Velji,
Bhirubhai K. Bhat and the president made speeches appealing to the
people to join the Congress.
The E Ward District Congress Committee held a public meeting at
Byculla on the night of the 19th. W. P. Kabadi presided- About
250 persons were present. The president, Dr. M M Suratkar,
M. Sangamnerkar and R. K. Acharekar made
> Congress programme.
carry
The G Ward District Congress Committee held a meeting of about
400 persons at Tilak Bridge, Dadar, on the night of the 19th. Arjun
Dbandeo Pandit, the Secretary of the DeLisle Road Taluka Congress
Committee, said that Gandhi had given them two weapons, namely,
armed I forces I of • Government.
the takli and the charkha, to face
Mrs. Shantabai Vengaskar (Vengasarkar) appealed to the women to
picket cloth and liquor shops and educate their children on national
lines. Govindshankar Kanthi said that the people should pray to God
Balkrislma Taralkar and T. R.
bring
every
On the evening of the 29th the managing committee of the Girni
Kamgar Union held a meeting in their office at Poibavadi, Parel. G. L.
Kandalkar presided, and R. B. Neherkar, Philip Antone, T. V. Patil,
G. L. Salvi, P. T. Tamhanekar, S. L. Saud, V. K. Tawade, Baburao
Shirke, H. M. Kaslekar, K. D. Shinde and A. K. Navrange were
present. It was decided to support the Congress programme. The
Girni Kamgar Union collected about Rs. 250 towards the funds of the
Girni Kamgar Union on the last pay day.

Under the auspices of the Bombay Congress Muslim Party a public
meeting was held at Sydenham Road on the night of the 19th. About
600 persons' were present. Noor Mahomed Mojawala presided. The
president, Mahomed Cassum, Khimji Nathoo, Dr. J. V. Vora,
Durgashankar Bhat, Haji Noor Mahomed Ahmed, Gulamali and Munshi
Mahomed Ibrahim made speeches emphasizing that the Congress
represented all communities in India and that all should join the
Congressi movement. Munshi Mahomed Ibrahim characterised the
British Government, as the greatest enemy of Islam and appealed to
the Mussalmans to co-operate with the Hindus to win freedom. When
the Police used lathis on the people they did not make any distinction
between the Hindus or the Muslims. They should therefore make no
distinction between a Hindu and a Mahomedan.
In the early hours of Sunday, the 20th, a number of prabhat pheris
including those of the Parsis, Bohris and the cyclists went about various
localities in the city, particularly in the Girgaum area, singing national
songs and carrying national flags. The important places visited by the
prabhat pheris were Naviwadi Fanaswadi, Goregaonkar's wadi,
Chikalwadi, Congress House, Jacob Circle, Zaoba's wadi, etc., where the
national flag was saluted by the members of the prabhat pheris and the
song of Vande Mataram sung. The prabhat pheris were given sweets
and cocounts at some of these places.
About 700 children belonging to the vanar sena assembled on the
Gowalia Tank Maidan and after parade they were conveyed to Bhatiawadi at Mint Road in motor lorries, taxis and tramcars. There were
about 1,000 children already present in the wadi from the Fort localities.
The children were given sweets and they were inspected by Vallabhbhai
Patel. They dispersed at Bhatia Baug.
A procession of about 300 mill workers was organised by the Girni
Kamgar Union as a protest against the repressive policy of Government.
At about 9 a.m. on the 20th the procession led by the professor
Dharmanand Kosambi, G. L. Kandalkar, Mrs. Ushabai Dange, V. H. Joshi
and S. B. Mahadeshwar started from the maidan in front of the Dinshaw
Petit Mill and went to the maidan opposite to the K. E. M. Hospital
where a meeting of about 1,000 workers was held. Prof. Dharmanand
Kosambi presided. G. L. Kandalkar recapitulated the incidents of the
last strike and said that both the Government and the capitalists were
callous and heartless and advised the people to join the Congress. He
reminded the Congress leaders to include the Meerut prisoners among
those political prisoners who should be released whom an amnesty was
granted. Vallabhbhai Patel said that the Congress was for the poor
as well as the rich and advised the workers to join the Congress
movement wholeheartedly. He requested the mill workers to be nonviolent and not molest or assault the police and appealed to them to give
up liquor and to use only Swadeshi goods. Ramchandra Babaji
Neherkar attributed the differences among the workers to the C. I. D.
and asked the people not to trust them. Mrs. Hansa Mehta asked the
workers to carry Congress propaganda peacefully.

h
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The opening ceremony of the Babulnath Swadeshi Stores was
performed yesterday morning by Mrs. Hansa Mehta in the presence of
about 30 ladies and 75 men. N. G. Motwani, the proprietor of the
Eastern Electric Co., and a man of means, had invited Vallabhbhai Patel
to his residence at Gilbert Building before the opening ceremony of the
Babulnath Swadseni Stores, started at Motwanis instance, was performed.
The stores will stock all non-British articles for sale to the public.
Mrs. Jagat Kaur, a Sikh lady, who was injured on the Esplanade
Maidan on the 21st Junie, was given a send-off yesterday afternoon at
the Blavatsky Lodge on the eve of her departure to the Punjab. About
200 persons mostly ladies were present. Mrs. Hansa Mehta, W. I. Halai,
Jamiat Singh, Miss Slade, Mrs. Ramibai Kamdar and Sardar Pratap
Singh paid tributes to the courage of Mrs. Kaur.
At 4 p.m. on the 20th, about 1,000 ladies started in procession from
the Congress House to make a demonstration of spinning. Each lady
in the procession was required to have with her 5 tolas of yarn spun
by herself. They went along Girgaum Road, Dadyseth Agiary Road
and Kalbadevi Road, singing national songs and receiving from the
public quantities of yarn presented along the route. As thousands of
people followed the ladies' procession on the way the ladies, instead of
going to Gulalwadi, marched straight to the Esplanade Maidan to attend
the public meeting. The procession was accompanied by a band,
Yesterday afternoon a meeting of the Jews who sympathised with the
Congress movement was held at Kalbadevi. About 75 members of the
Beni Israel community were present. The meeting passed resolutions
condemning the repressive policy of Government and appealing to the
Jews to use swadeshi goods. A provisional committee with Dr. A. S.
Erulkar as president and I. S. Sampson and S. M. Benjamin as joint
secretaries, was appointed to take steps to carry on Congress work among
the Jews.
The Congress Week was closed with a public meeting on the Esplanade
Maidan on the evening of the 20th when about 60,000 people,
including about 4,000 ladaes, assembled to hear Vallabhbhai Patel.
Mrs. Hansa Mehta, who presided, tjhanked the people for responding to
the Congress call by joining the Congress in such large numbers. (It is
stated that about
60,000 persons were enrolled as members).
Vallabhbhai Patel congratulated the Bombay Public on their sacrifice and
the good work done by them for the national cause. The whole of India
was watching Bombay where the women had shared the burden of the
fight and dispelled the general belief that Indian women were incapable
of doing any political work. He however warned the ladies that further
sacrifices would be needled of them. The women should offer one young
man from every home for the national struggle which would be keener
after the monsoon. The,y should even be prepared to tell their husbands
to join the Congress. He disapproved of the peace mission undertaken
by Jayakar and Sapru and said that it was already made known to
Government that Gandhi, the only representative of the people, would be
satisfied with nothing less than the substance of independence and that
no amount of diplomacy would influence him. It was said that H. E. the
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Viceroy had India's interests at heart but he would remind them that
he would first look to the interests of England. He characterised H. E.
the Governor's speech as a libel on the Congress. There was no expression
of regret or sympathy for those who were innocent victims of police
excesses. There was no indication that the time for a settlement had
arrived. He then blamed the merchants for not obeying the resolution
of the Congress Working Committee which required them to stop dealing
in foreign cloth by the 15th July. They cared for their personal losses
more than the noble sacrifices of their leaders and women. He appealed
to the merchants to face even losses in the interests of the country.
They had to face a Government which punished those who told their
police brothers to stop atrocities on the innocent and unarmed satyagrahis. India could hope to get her freedom only when the situation
had come to such a pass that every British officer in India v/ould admit
that it was impossible to rule here, and to bring about such a state they
should continue the fight in a non-violent manner. A verbatim report
of the speech will be forwarded when ready.
Under the auspices of the Bharatiya Nutan Tarun Sangh a meeting of
about 300 workers was held in the maidan opposite the Spring Mill at
Naigaum on the evening of 20th July. V. H. Joshi, Mrs. Ushabai Dange,
S. B. Mahadeshwar and others asked the workers to become members of
the Tarun Sangh and also to carry out the Congress propaganda.
The Young Workers' League is going to observe the 1st of August
as the day of protest against Imperialist war and against repression in
India.
Another meeting of about 700 workers was held in the maidan opposite
the Dinshaw Petit Mill, Lalbaug, on the evening of the 20th, when
G. L. Kandalkar, Neherkar and Jambhekar and others appealed to the
people to carry on the Congress programme.
The Bombay Presidency Youth League has appointed a board of
control with G. V. Godbole as president, V. P. Jani, as vice-president
and A. H. Kulkarni as officer-in-charge to carry on propaganda and
organise a students' union in every school. An appeal has been made
by the League to the principals and guardians of students to co-operate
with them.
1
I attach a translation of two posters in Marathi put up at conspicuous
places in the mill area during the Congress week.
The auction sale of toddy licenses was to be held at the Town Hall
today. From 10-30 a.m. the Desk Sevikas commenced picketing near the
Town Hall to prevent the bidders from going into the hall. The first
batch of 14 was arrested under the Picketing Ordinance but they were
soon replaced by other batches. In all 46 Desk Sevikas were removed
to the Esplanade lock-up. The existing licensees failed to put in an
appearance and the new bidders hesitated to enter the Town Hall on
account of the picketing which was witnessed by about a thousand
persons. The Excise authorities decided to postpone the auction to
some further date and they intend to take disciplinary action against the
1

Enclosures not reproduced being unimportant*
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license holders. The 46 sevikas who were detained were subsequently
license=holders. The 46 sevikas who were detained were subsequently
It is reported that one of the Congress volunteers attempted to take
Mrs Rao. She complained to her
husband yesterday with the result that Prof. Rao. a gymnast, went to
the Congress House this morning and gave a thrashii w
who is said to have been removed to the hospital.
It is now openly talked that nearly 75 per cent of the cloth merchants
of the Mulji Jetha Market will close their shops from the 26th July for
a period of more than 2 months to give support to the Congress. This
is also partly due to the depression in trade and to their inability to pay
up the demands by the contracting firms. The depression in trade is
also reported to have affected the business of the local banks. In the
Bank
with
depression continues. It is also reported
that the merchants and the Congressmen will attempt to induce the dock
workers not to handle shipments when they come to the docks.
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized in Bombay:
Date
19-7-30
19-7-30
19-7-30
19-7-30
19-7-30
19-7-30
19-7-30
19-7-30
20-7-30
20-7-30
21-7-30
1

Police Station
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..

,.
,.
.
.
..

,.
..
..

Esplanade
Princess Street ..
Dongri
Lamington Road
Lamington Road
Maharbouri
Maharbouri
Maharbouri
Dongri ..
Nagapada
Lamington Road

No. of copies
8 Cartoons.
3 Congress Bulletins.
25 Congress Bulletins.
89 Congress Bulletins,
49 Cartoons.
4 Congress Bulletins.
75 Cartoons.
2 Suburban Patrikas.
2 Revolt.
2 Cartoons.
170 Cartoons.

K. J. PETIGARA,
for Commissioner of Police.
CONGRESS PATRIKA [ CONGRESS BULLETIN ]

No. 76.
Bombay, 19th July 1930.
GOVERNMENT RATIONS OUT LIES TO THE ARMY.—The
following is the type of hysteric propaganda carried on in the Army by
the Government. We print the full text of a leaflet circulated by the
Southern Command among the Officers of the Army. The whole
argument of this military brain wave is too ridiculous for any serious
notice : —
The
agitators are
A FEW WORDS ABOU
but only khaddar. They are
telling Indians not to wear foreign
trying to enforce their will by employing paid volunteers to picket shops
and bring trade to a standstill. Why is Congress advocating the use of
khaddar? Because it finds that the sale of khaddar is profitable.
khadd
Congress is trading at the
Congress itself fixes the price
expense of the poor. What has happened to all the thousands of rupees
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Mr Gandhi collected during his tours last year ? Have they brought
the price of khaddar down? No, If they used to pay volunteers to
interfere with your liberties and ruin your trade. The revolutionaries
tell you that by buying foreign cloth you are making India poorer. This
is false. While by purchasing foreign cloth you are paying every year
about Rs. 60 lakhs to England, by boycotting British goods you are
stopping a trade which brings annually Rs. 316 crores into India. The
boycott will therefore make India poorer, and because goods will be
scarce, the prices will go up.
*

*

*
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 3692/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 22nd July 1930

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 3663/H/3717, dated the 21st
July 1930.
1
I send you herewith a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin of the
21st.
On the 21st picketing of liquor shops was continued as detailed
below :
No. of
shops
A ward
B ward
C and D wards
E ward
F ward

G ward I

•

Male
pickets

6
11
•

6
11

•

•

27
55
o9

•

Female
pickets

•

30
64
31

The following are the figures of arrests and convictions in connection
with the picketing of foreign cloth shops in the Fort :
Date of arrest
21-7-30

No. of arrests
20

8
2
3
1

No. of convictions

Pending for 22-7-3

to 4 months' R. I.
to 4 months' S. I.
to 3 months' S. T.
acquitted.

6

At a meeting held on the 20th at Sewree, Prof. G. M. Jadhav of the
workers' educational league advised the workers to take advantage of the
Sewree Marathi school started by the Sewree Nagarik Sewa Sangh for
their benefit and be prepared to take part in the present national
movement.
Under the auspices of the Parsi Rajkiya Sabha, a public meeting of
the Parsis was held at the Sir Cowasji Jehangir Hall on the evening of
the 21st. About 1,200 persons, including 400 ladies were present.
Mrs. Tehmina Joshi presided. Mrs. Jankibai Jamanalal Bajaj,
Mrs. Hansa Mehta, Mrs. R. S. Pandit, Eravad Bode (a Parsi priest) and
Enclosure

not reproduced.

*
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Dr. K. K. Dadachanji made speeches. All the speakers paid tribute to
Gandhi's campaign and the courage shown by the women and appealed
to the Par sis to join the movement. They also criticised the attitude of
the liberals who wanted to participate in the Round Table Conference
when Government had put into jail thousands of their countrymen.
Mrs. R. S. Pandit (daughter of Pandit Motdlal Nehru) said that she was
mad with the passion for liberty and asked the people to give their lives
to vindicate the honour of the national flag which was the symbol of the
hopes and aspirations of the nation.
Under the auspices of the Bombay Congress Muslim Party, Maulana
Abdul Kadar Azad Sobhani delivered a lecture in the Peoples' Jinnah
1
Hall on the evening of the 21st . About 400 persons, including
100 Mussalmans, were present. I attach a cutting from the Bombay
Chronicle dated the 22nd, giving a correct report of his lecture.
Vallabhbhai Patel addressed a public meeting of Jains held under the
auspices of the Jain Swetambar Conference at Bai Kanbai's Wadi,
Kandewadi, on the evening of the 21st. He complimented the Jains on
the keen interest taken by them in the present movement. He explained
that the central idea in Jainism was non-violence and Gandhi was the
one man in the world who wanted to popularise that gospel. Every
Jain should bow his head in reverence before Gandhi. Non-violence
could be practised not only by individuals but even by the masses*
The Jains could do much to save human life by introducing the charkha
in every home so as to get rid of the starvation and poverty of the
millions of their countrymen. Their spinning wheel would work like the
Sudarshan chakra of Shri Krishna. He appealed to the Jain ladies to
take to khaddar and give up luxuries. If he were the ruler he would
have enacted a law forbidding a girl from marrying a collegian as the
education received in the existing institutions was slavish. Referring to
the Guntur incident he said that the Magistrate who prohibited the use
of Gandhi caps was a real scion of the founder of the East India Company
which was responsible for crushing their national industry. The present
Government, he said, considered it an, offence to tell even the plain truth
to their own countrymen in the police force and the army. They should,
however, not be afraid to carry on the struggle in a non-violent manner
whatever the consequences may be. There were about 20,000 persons
including about 1,000 ladies present at this meeting.
At a labour meeting attended by about 100 millhands held at Fergusson
Road on the evening of the 21st, G. L. Kandalkar, N. B. Neherkar,
V. K. Tawade, R. M. Jambhekar and others made speeches of the usual
type exhorting the workers to strengthen the Girni Kamgar Union and
join the Congress. They pointed out that the notice issued by
Messrs. E. D. Sassoon & Co. regarding closing down of their mills was
1

The text of his speech is not reproduced due to paucity ,f space. He advocated that
Indians must have an internationalistic outlook in the nationalist struggle. The goal
should be complete Independence and not Dominion Status. He was sceptical about the
outcome of the Round Table Conference, and he requested Gandhiji not to fall a prey to
the vested interests among Indians. He asserted that Independence has to be for the
masses— the peasants and workers. It should mean liberty, fraternity and equality. He
made a fervent appeal to the Muslims to fight for freedom.
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only a dodge to mislead the workers and seduce them from joining the
Congress.
A batch of 11 students, who had left their studies went to Ahmednagar
last night to take part in the forest satyagraha movement in Sangamner.
They were headed by N. K. Phircdia, an £jc-student of the Royal Institute
of Science. The satyagraha committee of the Bombay Provincial
Congress Committee has arranged that the students who have left their
studies should be divided into two batches. Those who are willing to
do propaganda work outside Bombay would be sent either to Ahmedabad
or Sangamner to work under the satyagraha committees there. Those
who are willing to work in Bombay would be utilised by the Bombay
Provincial Congress Committee for the boycott and other Congress
propaganda in the labour area.
Yesterday afternoon the Bombay Municipal Corporation decided by
a majority of 5 votes not to sell or lease the coconut trees standing
of drawing toddy from this year
Municipal
after the termination of the present contract period. This resolution
Mrs. Avantikabai
was moved by P. G.
Gokhale, Shivdas Chapsey, Mohanlal Desai, Kanji Dwarkadas and
Balubhai T. Desai.
About 200 desk sevikas went this morning to the Town Hall with the
intention of picketing at the auction of toddy booths. They remained
inside the Gujarati printing press and did not actually picket as no
bidders entered the Town Hall. Many of the bidders remained outside
mixed up in the crowd that had collected, but none of them entered
the Town Hall for the purpose of bidding. After waiting for some time
the auction was called off and it is reported that sealed tenders would
be invited. The Desh Sevikas then went away.
Narbheram Narsi Popat, who was sentenced to 3 months* simple
imprisonment on the 23rd April under the Salt Act, was released from
the Nasik Jail. He arrived in Bombay by the Punjab Mail this afternoon
and was received by about 100 volunteers and about 200 others from the
Mandvi locality of which he is a resident. He was garlanded and taken
in procession in a motor car to Mandvi with his father. The band of
the Cutchi Lohana volunteer corps accompanied the procession.
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized in Bombay : —
Date

18-7-30
19-7-30
20-7-30
20-7-30
21-7-30
21-7-30
21-7-30
21-7-30
21-7-30
21-7-30
21-7-30

Police station

No- of copies

Gamdevi
Gamdevi
Gamdevi
Mabarbouri
Maharbouii
Mahar bouri
Nagpada
Dongri ..
Pydhoni..
Lamington Road
Lamington Road

1 Cartoon.
38 Cartoons.
49 Cartoons.
186 Suburban Patrikas.
41 Revolt in Gujrati.
40 Cartoons.
31 Congress Bulletins.
29 Congress Bulletins.
15 Congress Bulletins.
2 Congress Bulletins.
175 Cartoons.

Vallabhbhai Patel left for Surat this afternoon.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 3728/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 23rd July 1930.

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 3692/H/3717, dated the 22nd
July 1930.
1
I attach (1) a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin of the 22nd
1
instant, (2) a copy of the Revolt of same date, and (3) a verbatim report
3
of Vallabhbhai Patel's speech delivered on the 20th, at a public meeting
held on the Esplanade Maidan.
On the 22nd picketing of liquor shops was continued as detailed
below :
No. of
shops
A ward
B ward
C and D wards
E ward
F ward
G ward
. .

6
11
6
27
54
.

29

.

Mrle
pickets

Female
pickets

6
12
6
30
63
30

The following are the figures of arrests and convictions in connection
with the picketing of foreign cloth shops in the Fort :
Date
of arrest
21-7-30
22-7-30

No- of Pending
Cases
6
•

•

No. of arrests
22

No. of convictions on
22-7-30
6 to 4 months' R.I.
15 to 4 months' R.I.

Pending for
23-7-30
7

Under the auspices of the Bombay Swadeshi League a public meeting
was held at the Blavatsky Lodge, French Bridge, on the evening of the
22nd, when Mrs. R. S. Pandit delivered an address on students and
Swadeshi. About 400 persons, mostly college students, were present,
K. Natrajan presided. Mrs. Pandit, speaking in Hindi, said that she
wanted the services of the young students of Bombay for the spread of
Swadeshi. She was only a soldier in the national army of freedom, every
soldier was bound to get as many new recruits to the army as he or she
could. In every country and in every movement the youths were in the
forefront. In India the fight was between two parties—one of which was
entirely unarmed and pledged to non-violence while the other was fully
equipped with the deadliest weapons. It required great courage and
bravery to carry on the fight with the non-violence, and she wanted to
know what part the students were going to play in the non-violent fight
for freedom She regretted the deplorable attituda of the Indian youths
which wsis due to the defective education that they received and she was
pained tc read the resolutions passed at the students' conference the other
day. The resolutions showed lack of enthusiasm in the Bombay students
for the national cause. She related instances of Napoleon's invasion of
Russia and said that* the Russians set fire to Moscow solely from
x

, * and 3 Enclosures not reproduced.

A-115-21-A.

motives of deep patriotism. She did not want the youths to set fire to
Bombay but she wanted them to be patriotic. It was painful to see
the students busy with their books at a time when hundreds of their
brothers and sisters were in jail and were prepared to face lathi blows.
The only sacrifice she wished the students to make was to help the
Swadeshi League to carry on propaganda. J, A. B. Naoroji, vice-President
of the Swadeshi League, said that the League required a number of
workers who were prepared to do real constructive work.
Under the auspices of the Girni Kamgar Union a meeting of about
300 miilhands was held at Chinchpokli on the evening of the • 22nd.
G. L. Kandalkar, Y. K. Godse, R. B. Neherkar, R. M. Jambhekar and
Sadashiv Jobber, made speeches asking the miilhands to use Swadeshi
goods and give up drink and cigarettes. G. L. Kandalkar suggested that
on the 3Uth July all the miilhands should collect at 3 p.m. on the maidan
opposite the Dinshaw Petit Mill at Lalbaug and go in procession to
the Congress House to show their sympathy with the Congress and
aversion for Government and capitalists. He hoped all the miilhands
would be able to take part in the procession as the 30th July was
a holiday for the miilhands (Nag Panchami).
At a meeting of about 400 merchants of the Mulji Jetha Market held
yesterday the motion for the closing down of the market for a month
as a protest against the repressive policy of Government was considered
for about 5 hours. The meeting has been adjourned pending the result
of voting. It is believed that the majority of the merchants except the
dealers in Swadeshi and mill-made cloth are in favour of closing the
market from the Amavas Day, i.e., 26th July 1930, the last day of the
Hindu month.
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized in Bombay :--•
Date

Police station

22-7-30

•

22-7-30

r

22-7
22-7
22-7
22-7

30
.^0
30
30

•

•

•

•

..

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

No. of copies

Dongri ..

•

•

•

•

Pydhoni ..
Maharbouri
Lamington Road
Princess Street
Mahim ..

•

•

•

•

•

#

412 Revolt in Urdu

known aa

Bhagavat
10 Congress Bulletins.
64 Revolt in Urdu.
57 Revolt in Gujerati.
11 Congress Bulletins.
215 Ya Horn in Gujerati.
49 Congress Bulletins.
16 Congress Bulletins.
15 Congress Bulletins.

MILLS
Besides

the

boycott

of

/

cloth which was quite intense, many
were boycotted. The B. P. C. C. issued a list of
Indian mills to be boycotted because they used foreign yarn or were
owned and managed by British companies. It was estimated thai
56 mills were boycotted. At one stage Motilal Nehru and Shankarlal
Banker were instructed by Gandhiji that they, in collaboration with the
All-India Spinners' Association should negotiate with Bombay and
Ahmedabad millowners. They should obtain the millowners' co-operation
in the boycott and in the protection of
Gandhiji also instructed
A-H5-21-B.
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Motilal to see that the price of
to exploit the boycott situation at the expeme of the consumer. These
efforts did cause friction between Shankarlal Banker and
the
i Bombay. These millowners included such men as
Mody
However, the
Ahmedabad millowners did show patriotism and
•/ them joined
the Swadeshi Sabha.
In contrast to the millowners, the merchants in Bombay showed a highly
1
patriotic gesture.
Merchants Association
Mulji Jetha market from the end of
its attempts to reopen attracted severe picketing it submitted to
• \

p. c. c.

i

the

/ <

their business were forced to go to other markets.
Two powerful opponents of the boycott movement, namely Sir Cowasji
Jehangir and Homi Mody met the Governor Mr. Sykes and requested!
him that the Bombay Chamber of Commerce should organise a temporary
suspension of imports. This was intended firstly, to water down ike
boycott movement, and secondly to reduce the burden of unsold foreign
cloth on the cloth merchants. Both these intentions were politically
motivated against the Congress.
By September 1930, some of the Bombay merchants, who did
for the cause of Civil Disobedience, became uneasy. The>
a compromise between the Congress and the Government.
i
even showed signs of revolt by September-October, as they had to
to request
retrench the employees. In November, they were f

i
Editor
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 3763/H/3717

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 24th July 1930

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 3728/H/3717, dated the 23rd
July 1930.
I attach (1) a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin of the 23rd
1
instant and (2) a copy of the Revolt of the same date.
On the 23rd picketing of liquor shops was continued as detailed

below': —
No. of
shops
A ward •.
B ward
C and D wards
E ward
F ward
G ward

•

•

•

#

6
13
25
35
53
32

Male
pickets
6
13
32
39
59
33

Female
pickets
36
15

*

I
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The following are the figures of arrests and convictions in connection
ith the picketing of foreign cloth shops in the Fort :
Date of arrest

No. of pending cases
7

22-7-30

Date of
arrest
23-7-30

No. of arrests
20

Nc. of convictions on 23-7-30
6 to 4 months' R.I.
1 to 3 months' S.I'

No. of convictions on
23-7-30
11 to 4 months' R. I.
2 to 4 months' S. I.
2 to 3 months' S. I.

Pending for
24-7-30
5

Under the auspices of the Jain Swetamber Conference a public meeting
was held on the evening of the 23rd at Kharak Bazaar, Mandvi. About
500 persons were present. Shet Abdullabhai of the Ville Parle satyagraha
camp presided. The president and one Chinubhai Lalbhai Seth made
speeches exhorting the people to boycott foreign cloth, to become members
of the Congress and to be ready to die for the motherland when the time
come.
A meeting of about 500 millhands was held under the auspices of the
Girni Kamgar Union at Fergusson Road on the evening of the 23rd.
G. L. Kandalkar presided, Ramchandra Balaji Neherkar, Y. J. Godse,
Sadashiv Jobber, V. K. Tawade and o'her labour leaders asked the millhands
to join the Congress and give up their vices. They also appealed to them
to join the workers' procession on the 30th July.
Yesterday afternoon about 500 students belonging to the Chhabildas
Lallubhai Boys' High School at Dadar went out as a protest against the
action of the headmaster who removed the national flag which was hoisted
on the school building by the students. The school authorities explained
to them that if they allowed the students to take part in the Congress
activities, their grant of Rs. 8,000 would be discontinued by Government.
They were, however, not in a mood to listen to any argument or reason
and demanded that the national flag should be hoisted on the building.
They then formed into a procession and went *o Tilak Bridge and dispersed.
In the evening they held a meeting at Tilak Bridge to protest against the
action of the Principal. T. R. Naravane presided and about 200 persons
were present. T. R. Naravane, G. S. Kanthi, Mrs. Shantabai Vensasarkar
and some students made speeches exhorting the students to be firm and
not to attend the school unless the flag was re-hoisted. The students
then decided to lie in front of the school premises if any student attempted
to attend it. This morning when the school opened about 500 students
stood in front of the entrance with the result that no one could get in.
They again went to Tilak Bridge and dispersed there after deciding that
they should not attend the school until the flag was re-hoisted.
Last evening on receipt of information that gambling was aoing
on Girgaum Back Road near the Congress House, Sergeant Rimme/went
on his bicycle to see that happening. A cobbler named Mahadeo
Dhondiba deliberately put his foot in the spokes of one of the wheels and
upset him, in front of the entrance of the Congress House and ran into
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the Congress House. The Sergeant followed him and

him
day

rigorous imprisonment. He did not pay the fine.
A little later the Congress House was raided by the Lamington Road
Police under a warrant and 73 copies of the Congress Bulletin of different
dates and one cartoon were seized.
One Sarabhai Nagindas Shah and Shankemayar Krishna Iyer were
arrested last evening for disorderly behaviour at Lamington Road Police
Station. Both of them were placed before the bench of Honorary
Magistrates at Girgaum this morning. Sarabhai Shah was fined Rs. 3 or
5
in default 7 days rigorous imprisonment while Shankemayar Krishna Iyer
was sentenced to three weeks' rigorous imprisonment. Sarabhai Shah was
found in possession of 4 objectionable leaflets addressed to the police
along with 8 copies of the Congress Bulletin. He is to be proceeded
against under the Police (Incitement to Disaffection) Act, 1922.
The Bombay Provincial Congress Committee now intends to carry on
vigorous propaganda in connection with the boycott of British goods.
Posters in Gujarat! and Marathi have been put up at conspicuous places
in the city asking the people to wear khaddar. Yesterday a few volunteers
were seen reading the Congress Bulletins in different streets. The police
have been instructed to seize the Bulletins, charge the readers with
obstruction and disperse the crowd. The Bombay Swadeshi League is
going to arrange for a series of lectures from the 28th and has appealed
to the students and others to attend the Swadeshi Worker's training classes
at the Blavatsky Lodge where these lectures will be delivered.
I attach a cutting from the Bombay Chronicle, dated the 24tl\ showing
the classification of mills dealing in purely Swadeshi cloth and those using
foreign yarn.
Following unauthorised news sheets were seized in Bombay :
23-7. 30
23-7 •30
23-7. •30
23-7 •30
23-7. •30
23-7. ,30
23-7 .30
23-7. .30
23-7- 30
23-7- 30
23-7. 30
23-7. •30
23-7- 30

No. of copies

Police station

Date
•

•

*

•

%

•

•

4

•

•

•

*

9

•

•

•

Dongri ..
Dongri ..
Pydhoni ..
Pydhoni ..
Maharbouri
Maharbouri
Gamdevi
Delisle'Road
Lamington Road
Lamington Road
Lamington Road
Lamington Road
Lamington Road

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

.

•

•

•

•

•

•

82 Revolt in Urdu.
2 Congress Bulletins4
20 Ya-Hom.
1 Congress Bulletin
23 Bhagavat.
17 Young India.
1 Revolt in Gujrati.
100 Revolt in Marathi
100 Revolt.
29 Bhagavat.
87 Revolt in Gujrati.
1 Cartoon.
107 Congress Bulletin
4 leaflets appeling to the police

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 79.
Bombay, 23rd July 1930.
THE NEW GOVERNMENT GAMBLE.—The gluttony of the British
s
Government here is always insatiable. From year to year they want
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every
lakhs and crores for perpetrating
year they raise loans at an high rate of interest. They are doing the same
today.
But the duty of the people is clear :
1. They should not subscribe even a single rupee to the new Loan.
2. They should ask for cash payment whenever the old Loan falls
due ; they should never accept fresh Loans in exchange for expiring
Loans.
3. They should not invest in Treasury Bills also.
People should see that they do not voluntarily assist the Government
financially. It is obvious that no Government can go on without money ;
it is equally obvious no Government can perpetrate violence on nonviolent and innocent children, women and men. For a paltry personal
gain in the shape of interest to assist a Government which has proved
itself Satanic is no man's duty; but to do is to betray one's own people
and to be untrue to one's own self.
TERRORISM IN NASIK JAIL.—The removal of Sjts. Batliwala and
Meherally from Nasik Jail has created a serious situation. Sjt. Meherally
being the only S. I. Prisoner was nursing Sjt. Viswanath whose condition
is reported to be serious. Under the circumstances the sudden transfer
of Meherally was a calculated cruelty.
On the 16th of July a conference of the Nasik Jail Prisoners was held
under Sjt. Jamnalal Bajaj's chairmanship and the action of the Superintendent in unnecessarily removing Sjts. Batliwala and Meherally was
condemned as vindictive and annoying.
THE TRAITOR IN OUR MIDST.—We have been informed by our
friends that the British Cycle Co., in the Joshi Building opp. Bhangwadi
allows Sergeants who come for capturing Congress Bulletin copies to sit
in their office. It is further stated that they spy on the Congressmen
selling Congress Bulletin and supply information to these officers.
WHAT IS SABARMATI ?—The students of Ancient Indian History
remember that when there was a war between Gods and Demons, Gods
were on the point of being defeated. They were told that if they make
weapons from the bones of the then living Saint Dadhichi, (they
could fight successfully. Whereupon Gods approached the Rishi who
willingly sacrificed his life and the Gods with his bones fought victoriously
against the Demons. The ashram or place where this Rishi used to live
was situated near Ahmedabad and is now known as Dudheswar. At the
very pJace is situated the ashram of Mahatmaji who has asked us to fight
this Satanic Government with soul force. Out of the broken bones of
our heroes shall be evolved the force that shall defeat this inhuman
Government. Let the sacrificial fire of a prophet and a paitriot the
Sage of Sabarmati lead us to victory.
*

.

.

.
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•

•
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BOMBAY CHRONICLE
24th July 1930.
SWADESHI CLOTH.—Mr. Vrajlal Raichand, Secretary, Bombay
Provincial Congress Committee, boycott committee, writes : —
Under the Congress mandate cloth produced, by Indian mills with
Indian management and without the use of foreign yarn, alone is
Swadeshi. The attention of our committee has, however, been drawn to
the fact that attempts are made to evade fulfilment of this mandate.
Some of the mills do not put down their names on the pieces of cloth
produced by them and not only that but they do not put their names
on the bales of cloth produced by them. This enables the cloth of the
mills which cannot be considered Indian mills being aware of the fact.
In order that the public may know that they are really purchasing
Swadeshi cloth, it is necessary that every piece of cloth should bear
the name of the mill by which it is produced. Any cloth which does
not bear the name of the mill which produces it will not be considered
Swadeshi and the public should not purchase the same.
All merchants are, therefore, requested to insist that on every piece
of cloth which they receive the name of the mill by which it is produced
should be given and not to sell cloth which is not produced by an Indian
mill as laid down by the Working Committee. Merchants who may
have got cloth with them which does not bear the name of the mills
producing it should get the names printed forthwith on each piece.
Cloth which bears merely the name of the merchants and not the name
of the mills in which it is produced will not be considered Swadeshi and
the purchasing public is requested not ito purchase the same.
WHAT IS NON-SWADESHI CLOTH.—Among the class of mills
which cannot be considered Indian are included mills which are managed
by foreigners, and they cannot come within the purview of the said
resolution.
The cloth produced by these mills is not Swadeshi and should not be
purchased by the public. A list of these mills is hereto annexed.
SWADESHI MILLS.—(1) Asur Veerjee Mills Limited, (2) Atlas Mills
Company Limited, (3) Bombay Cotton Manufacturing Company Limited,
(4) Bombay Dyeing and Manufacturing Company Limited, (5) The
Bradbury Mills Limited, (6) Century Spinning and Manufacturing
Company Limited, (7) Coorla Mills (S. & M. Company Limited),
(8) Crescent Mills Company Limited, (9) Crown Spinning and Manufacturing Company Limited, (10) Currimbhoy Mills Company Limited,
(11) Dawn Mills Company Limited, (12) Ebrahimbhoy Patel Mills
Company Limited, (13) Fazulbhoy Mills Limited, (14) Framjee Petit
S. & M. Mills Company Limited, (15) Hindustan S. & W. Mills Company
Limited, (16) Indian Manufacturing Company Limited, (17) Jam Manufacturing Company Limited (No. 1), (18) Jam Manufacturing Company
Limited (No. 2), (19) Jamshed Manufacturing Company Limited,
(20) Jiyraj Baju S. & M. Company Limited, (21) Jubilee Mills Limited,
(22) Kastoorchand Mills Company Limited, (23) Kastoorchand Mills
Company Limited (Imperial Mills), (24) Khatau Makanjee S. & W.

m
Company Limited, (25) Madhawdas Scindia Mills Limited, (26) Madhowjee
Dharamsee Manufacturing Company Limited, (27) Maneckji Petit
Manufacturing Company Limited, (28) Manecji Petit (Dinshaw Petit)
Mills, (29) Maneckji Petit (Bomanjee Petit) Mills, (30) Mathradas Mills
Limited, (31) Morarjee Gokuldas S. and W. Company Limited, (32)
S. & W. Company Limited (No. 2), (33) The New China Mills Limited,
(34) New Islam Mills, (35) New Kaisar-i-Hind S. & W. Company Limited,
<36) Pearl Mills Limited, (37) Phonix Mills Limited, (38) Prabhat Mills
Limited, (39) Pralhad Mills Limited, (40) Premier Mills Limited
(41) Presidency Mills Company Limited, (42) Raghumunshi Mills Limited,
(43) Raja Bahadur Motilal Bombay Mills Limited, (44) Ruby Mills
Limited, (45) Sewree Cotton Mills Limited, (46) Sir Shapurjee Broacha
1
Mills Limited, (47) Sir Shapurjee Empress Mills, (48) Sir Shapurjee
New Empress Mills, (49) Standard Mills Company, (50) Swadeshi Mills
Company Limited, (51) Victoria Mills Limited, and (52) Western
M
SWADESHI MILLS.—(1) Apollo Mills Limited, (2)
and Mills Company Limited, (3) David Mills Company Limited (Nos. 1
and 2), (4) Edward Sassoon Mills Limited, (5) E. D. Sassoon United Mills
Company Limited, (6) Alexander Mills, (7) E. D. Sassoon Mills, Jacob
Sassoon Mills, (8) Raschel Sassoon, Mills, (9) Manchester Mills,
(10) Elphinstone S. & W. Mills Company Limited, (11) Finlay Mills
Limited, (12) Gold Mohor Mills Limited, (13) Kohinoor Mills Company
Limited. (14) Mayor Sassoon Mills Limited, (15) New City of Bombay
Manufacturing Company Limited, (16) New Great Eastern S. & W.
Company Limited, (17) Sasson S. & W. 'Company Limited, (18) Saftya
Mills Limited, (19) Simplex Mills Limited, (20) Swan Mills Limited,
(21) Union Mills Limited, (22) Jehingir Wadia Mills, (23) Bombay
Industrial Mills Limited, (24) Toy Podar Cotton Mills Limited.

94
CONFIDENTIAL
No. 3721/H/3717.
My dear Collins,
In continuation of my
July 1930.
I attach (1) a copy of
instant and (2) a copy of
On the 24th picketing
below

A ward . . . . . .
Bward
C and D wards . . . .
Eward
F ward
Gward

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 25th July 1930
D. O. No. 3763/H/3717, dated the 24th
the Bombay Congress Bulletin of the 24th
the Revolt of the same date.
of liquor shops was continued as detailed
No. of
shops
6
13
26
33
55
35

Male
pickets
6
13
32
28
61
36

Fennle
pickets
[.
35
15
t •
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The following are the figures of arrests and convictions in connection
with the picketing of cloth shops in the Fort : —
Date of arrest
No. of pending cases
No. of convictions
on 24-7-30
23-7-30
5
5 to 4 month's R.I.
Date
of arrest
24-7-30

No. of arrests No. of convictions en
24-7-30
20
17 to 4 month's R.l.

Pending for
25-7-30
3

Under the auspices of the Mandvi District Congress Committee
a public meeting was held at Barbhai Mohalla on the evening of the
24th.
Dr. Jethalal Vanmalidas Vora presided. About 500 persons were
present. The president said that the Civil Disobedience Movement was
launched by Gandhi when Government refused to agree to the demands
of the Congress. He did not see how any good would result from the
Round Table Conference. He asked the audience to carry on the
Congress movement in a non-violent manner. Bai Benkuvar, an old
lady, appealed to the audience to preserve unity and join the struggle
which was biased on truth and soul force. Durgashankar Bhat criticised
Jayakar and Sapru for consenting to go to the Round Table Conference
and said that they would not be able to leave Apollo pier without walking
over the broken heads of the satyagrahis. Noor Mahomed Mojawalla
said that the Muhammadans were in favour of the Congress programme
and asked the people to boycott all British goods. Hukumchand,
1
a Mooltani, asked the Multanis to join the struggle .
A meeting of about 200 millhands was held at Sewri on the evening
of the 24th. S. B. Mahadeshwar presided. The President, Hakim Ikrami,
Maulana Ismail and Sundar Kabadi made speeches advising the millhands to join the Congress and give up their vices.
Under the auspices of the Young Workers' League a meeting attended
by about 500 millhands was held on the maidan in front of the Dinshaw
Petit Mills, on the evening of the 24th. R. M. Jambhekar presided.
The president said that the Young Workers' League had been started to
fight against imperialism and capitalism and help the workers during
the strikes. The goal of fthe League was to establish the workers' and
peasants' raj in India. The office of tfae League was situated in Bagha
Mansions, Lalbaug, and membership was open to all workers or students
under the age of 25. He then appealed to the audience to assemble
at Lalbaug on the morning of the 1st August and walk in the procession
which was being held to celebrate the Anti-Imperialist Day. Balkrishna
Narayen Taralkar asked the millhands to join the Congress with a view
to fighting against imperialism and capitalism.
The Bombay Native Piece-Goods Merchants' Association decided by
a majority yesterday afternoon to close the shops dealing in foreign cloth
from the 26th for an indefinite period as protest against the repressive
1

Paritcipation of Muslims and Multranis particularly was feather in the cap for
Gandhiji.
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policy of the Government. This decision affects about 440 dealers in
foreign cloth of the Mulji Jetha Market. The remaining 250 dealers in
Swadeshi cloth of the Mulji Jetha Market have not yet decided to closing
the shops in sympathy with the other merchants. Today the cloth
A mavas
School at Dadar who
went on strike on the 23rd returned to the school today without raising
the question of the hoisting of the national flag.
About half a dozen Congress volunteers read out Congress Bulletins at
Tardeo, Grant Road and Girgaum Road but thefr went away before
the arrival of the police.
The Bombay Provincial Congress Committee want to intensify the
boycott movement for about a month. They have appealed to the public
to offer prayers at Madhav Baug and other temples tomorrow morning
for the release of Gandhi. They also intend to take out a procession
on Sunday afternoon in celebration of the All India Prisoners' day, but
it is not likely to come off. The Bombay Provincial Congress Committee
severed its connection with Professor V. P. Jani who had hitherto been
working for the Congress. It is reported that the Bombay Provincial
Congress Committee did not approve of his becoming the president of
the Nau Jawan Bharat Sabha which publishes the Revolt.
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized in Bombay :
4

Date

Police station

24-7-30

..

..

P^dhoni

24-7-30

..

..

Dongri

24-7-30

..

..

Lamington Road

24-7-30 . .
24-7-30 . .

..
..

Maharbouri
Mahim

No. of copies

..

8 Congress Bulletins.
1 Revolt
6 Congress Bulletins.
#
1 Ya-Hom
1 Upnagar Patrjka.
. . 22 Congress Bulletins.
9 Revolt
22 Cartoons.
46 Young India.
17 Congress Bulletins20 Congress Bulletins.
54^Cartoons.

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 80.
Bombay, 24th July 1930.
A MYSTERIOUS RAID.—Mystery hangs round the action of
Inspector Lyons and some of his colleagues who made a raid on the
Congress House yesterday. The incident that led up to this incursion is
interesting.
For the last two days an Anglo-Indian in khaki shorts and white shirt
had been coming on a cycle and robbing the passers-by outside the
Congress House of their copies of the Congress Bulletins. As usual this
individual appeared yesterday also at about 5-30 p.m. In his journey
down the road he ran into a Ghati who made him understand the
privileges of pedestrians. Enraged, this Anglo-Indian put his cycle by
and turned round on the Ghati. Meanwhile the cycle disappeared. The
Anglo-Indian turned red and blue by turns. He blew furious blasts on
a whistle. He tried a bit of roaring and then disannparpd

.d.
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A few minutes later there hovered on the scene our old friend
Inspector Lyons with a posse of Sergeants and Constables. They entered
the Congress House. Lyons produced a search warrant dated 10th
of July. The Secretary of the B. P. C. C. expressed doubts whether
even such law as they presumed to follow allowed of a search warrant
of the 10th being in force 14 days later. Lyons shouted out that he can
use it even after 4 years. The search then took place. They found
some thrown away copies of the Bulletins, of which they religiously
took charge. No panchnama was taken and Inspector Lyons made an
exit. We wonder what he was after. Can the Director of Information
reply ?
TROUBLE IN NASIK JAIL.—The treatment of prisoners at Nasik
Jail is daily becoming scandalous. Prisoners are not allowed to have
their interviews and several friends have been sent back. Clothes brought
for certain, prisoners undergoing simple imprisonment have been
disallowed. Letters have been kept back for days without the knowledge
of the persons who write them. Mr. Vishvanath who is reported to be
suffering from consumption is kept in a separate cell with two ordinary
criminal convicts, and no medical examinations are done. Woolen
clothing of the C class are given to the B class prisoners and if better
ones are brought from private houses the Superintendent send them back
Mr. Meherally who was nursing Mr. Vishvanath was removed at night
along with Mr. Batliwala from the prison. On Sunday before the last
the Asstt. Jailer, Mr. Kurulkar suddenly entered the B class ward with
75 policemen and with batons, asking the prisoners to be locked
immediately
The Police force was removed with an apology from the
Jailer. The health of Mr. Vishvanath is daily getting worse and has
caused great anxiety among the prisoners, especially as his nursing is
left to ordinary criminals who do not in the least know their job and
as Mr. Vishvanath is kept alone and locked in the night with these
criminals without any possibility of assistance in case of any emergency.
*

*

NATIONALIST JOURNALISTS WERE HARASSED
Journalists with independent and nationalistic views were prosecuted on
one pretext or the other. S Sadanand of the Free Press Journal of
India, for example, was prosecuted for a defamation case. The Revolt
published by the Navjawan
Bharat Sabha, which disseminated
revolutionary propaganda and exhortations under editorship of Mr. Ratan
Dalai, was continuously under police surveillance. The Navjawan
Bharat Sabha under leadership of Prof. V. P. Jani, was a revolutionary
wing of the Congress. The Revolt advocated that election of the
Constituent Assembly should be the slogan of the people. It indicates
that the demand for the Constituent Assembly for drafting the Constitution
of India which took a concrete shape in the Lucknow session of the
Congress {1936), was ventilated by the Congress much earlier.
Another revolutionary group was the Tarun Bharat Volunteer Corps,
the leaders of which included Mrs. Usha Dange and G. L. Kandalkar.

Editor

332

95

*

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

CONFIDENTIAL
No. 3752/H/3717.

Bombay, 26th July 1930.

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 3721/H/3717, dated the 25th
July 1930.
1 attach a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin of the 25th instant.
On the 25th picketing of liquor shops was continued as detailed
below : —

A ward
B ward
. . . . . . .
C and D wards . . . .
Eward
F ward
. . . . . .
G ward

No. of
shops

Male
pickets

Female
pickets

6
13
26
35
52
45

6
13
32
30
58
46

35
15

The following are the figures of arrests and convictions in connection
wiih the picketing of foreign cloth shops in the Fort:
Date of arrest

No. of pending cases

24-7-30
Date
of arrest
25-7-30

No. of convictions on
25-7-30

3
No. of arrest
22

No. of convictions
on 25-7-30.
..

9 to 4 months' R.I.
2 to 3 months' S.I.
4 to 4 months' S. I.
3 to 2 months' S. I.
1 acquitted.

2 to 4 months' S.I.
1 to 4 months' R.T.
Pending for
26-7-30
3

The Mangaldas Cloth Market is being picketed from today by about
50 Desk Sevikas. The other three cloth markets have closed business
from today.
Yesterday one Chandmiasaheb Sahebjansaheb and 4 other Muslim
volunteers complained to the Lamington Road Police that they were
ordered to be ready for picketing at Whiteaway Laidlaw's shops on the
26th. The complainant and others wanted a few dayg' time before going
there whereupon two Congress volunteers named Harji Lalji and
Sundaram Iyer threatened to have the complainant assaulted and locked
up. They, therefore, went to the Lamington Road Police Station, where
a summons case has been registered. They have severed their connection
with the Congress.
Under the auspices of the F ward District Congress Committee a meeting
of about 1,000 millhands was held on the open maidan opposite the
Dinshaw Petit Mill, on the evening of the 25th. S. B. Mahadeshwar
presided. Sunder P. Kabadi, Miss Krishna Kumari Sardesai and
Balkrishna N. Taralkar appealed to the workers to join the Congress,
to boycott British goods and give up drink. They warned the workers
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not to assault the Police or abuse or insult them, as they were their
brothers. G. L. Kandalkar,, R. B. Neherkar and Sadashiv Jobber
exhorted the workers to make the Girni Kamgar Union strong first and
then join the Congress.
Trust
Yesterday
held in the Municipal Corporation Hall the following resolution was
passed : —
" That in view of the resolutions of 14th July 1926 and of 19th July
1927 passed by the Improvement Trust Board that no liquor shop
should be allowed to be located in future on any property or part of
the property belonging to the Board or any building or part of
a building constructed or to be constructed thereon and that toddy
shops also should not be allowed to be located in the Trust property
as they ar|e al'so liquor shops, this Board of Trustees resolve that the
proposed auctions of the right of tapping palm trees standing on the
Improvement Trust land be cancelled and hence forward no toddy or
liquor should be allowed to be tapped or prepared on Improvement
Trust land".
While the meeting was on, about 75 Desh Sevikas remained on the
Esplanade Maidan and about 8 headed by Mrs. Avantikabai Gokhale
went to the Corporation Hall to make a demonstration in favour of
prohibition.
About 60 tenants of the Mangaldas Market chawls held a meeting last
night under the presidentship of one Mulchand Hirachand Shah and
passed a resolution demanding reduction of rent by 40 % in view of the
present depression.
The Bombay Swadeshi League has arranged for the workers' training
classes at the Blavatsky Lodge where lectures on banking and economic
subject will be delivered by Prof. P. A. Wadia, (Prof.) C. N, Vakil and
1
(Prof,) V. K. R. V. Rao among others.
The Indian soap merchants have decided to boycott British sunlight
soap.
This morning about 50 Congress volunteers and about a dozen
Desh Sevikas went to the Victoria Terminus to picket the two race
specials starting for Poona races. The Desh Sevikas surrounded the
ticket office and the volunteers stood outside and inside the station.
The racegoers were appealed to, but paid no heed to the appeal. The
crowds which had collected jeered at them and cried out " shame shame ",
Cloth posters, bearing the inscription " Boycott the Poona Races ", were
exhibited at 4 to 5 places near the entrances. About 318 passengers
left for the Poona races. The volunteers and the desh sevikas dispersed
after 11 a.m.
About 50 volunteers went to Madhav Baug this morning to offer
prayers for the release of Gandhi and about 50 persons joined them in
the prayers.
Tomorrow morning a number of prabhat feris will go about in different
localities. Tomorrow being the last Sunday of the month there will be
1

All of them eminent economists of India.

•

334

Maidan
the flag hoisting ceremony on the
volunteers have been summoned to attend. A boycott procession will
start from the Congress House at 4-30 p.m. tomorrow to go through the
business localities in furtherance of the programme of the boycott of
foreign cloth.
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized in Bombay : —
Date
25 -7-30
25 -7-30
25 -7-30
25 -7-30
25 -7-30
25 -7-30
25 -7 30
25 -7-30
25 -7-30
25-•7-30
25-•7-30

No. of copies

Police station
*

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Princess Street
Pydhoni ..
Pydhoni ..
Dongri ..
Gamdevi
Maharbouri
Lamington Road
Lamington Road
Lamington Road
Nagpada
Mahim . .

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

«

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

1 Congress Bulletin.
170 Congress Bulletins.
1 Suburban Patrika.
1 Navjivan.
12 Congress Bulletins.
15 Suburban Patrikas.
139 Young India.
65 Navjivan.
189 6 Congress Bulletins.
2 Congress Bulletins.
19 Congress Bulletins.

Vernacular pos ers inciting the Indian Police to resign their jobs on
the ground of the injustice done to them in regard to pay and promotion
were noticed pasted on a wall on Girgaum Back Road near the Congress
House.
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN

No. 81.
Bombay, 25th July 1930.
r
THE BANKRUPTCY LOAN AND OUR DU Y.—The new Government
Loan has given rise to much discussion in the country. Till now, such
matters were considered for their business value, but conditions have
changed. The Congress is fighting for Independence, and the Government wants to perpetuate our slavery for ever. Under such a state, the
primary duty of every individual is to think of the common good of the
country first and to shape his conduct accordingly. The Working
Committee has resolved to boycott all fresh Government Loans and
Bilis and advises everyone to demand, cash payment for all maturing
Government papers. The Congress always acts with the interests of the
country in view, and it is the duty of every citizen to follow the Congress
and not to entrust a single pie to the Government.
*

A respectable merchant always borrows on the lowest rate of interest
That the Government has to pay a higher rate than the current rate of
the market, shows that it has lost the confidence of the people. Formerly,
the Government used to pay Z\ per cent but gradually the rate had to be
increased till a present it has come up to 6 per cent. Even the Princes
and the interested financiers are not willing to invest rtheir money with the
Government.
All this proves that the Government is fast approaching ruin and it
would be a folly to subscribe to the new Loan.
TODDY PICKETING.—The resolution of the Municipal Corporation
in refusing to lease the toddy trees for tapping will, we hope, be accepted
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as a lead by the landlords of Bombay. There are thousands of trees in
the G Ward which is systematically leased out for tapping. We arc
sure that the landlords of the G Ward will refuse to lease the toddy trees
in their lands.
Though the toddy shop auction was completely boycotted by local
dealers a syndicate from outside has leased out a few shops. We appeal
to the landlords of such places where these shops are situated to refuse
to rent out their places for those who today are selling the freedom of
the country for trifling lucre.
OUR PATRIOTIC MERCHANTS.—It would shock the peaceful
penetrators of India when they read the cabled news that the Association
of Bombay (Foreign) Cloth Merchants have resolved to observe continuous
hartal as a protest against "the
policy of the so-called civilized
Government of India" that
practically ruined the trade by
denying us the primary rights of a citizen, of even the safety of life and
property. The people have lost all faith in Government which by its
present actions is only worsening the present situation. We congratulate
our business friends for their sacrifice and agree with them that other
associations should also adopt similar measures in protest.
We also congratulate our share and stock brokers, who have started
a movemenit not to deal in the new bankruptcy loan that is now
announced for subscription.
We again congratulate our friends for their noble and courageous action.
They havs really proved themselves "Mahajans
55

*

*

AMERICA CONGRATULATES INDIA.—"Unity"
of
Chicago
writes:
"Gandhi's non-co-operation campaign has brought the
1
British Empire to its knees, and MacDonald sues for peace! Along
with the success of non-resistance, goes the failure of force. Newspaper
despatches, rigorously censored, have given us little idea of how
consistently Gandhi's methods have been met by the cruel might of
English arms. Any violence on the part of Indian crowd (which is rare)
has been immediate stuff for frontpage head-lines, but the systematic,
deliberate, organized violence of England's soldiery and police has gone
unrecorded in our press. But the occasional statements, which have
some how eluded the omnipresent censore, tell the story. Indian papers,
still being received to-date, add the details of the story "Floggings" have
been frequent; "Kicking of Volunteer lying on the ground" has been not
uncommon; firing on defenceless, non-resisting Satyagrahis offering
themselves for arrest has happened more than once, with bloody results.
When an American Correspondent on the spot writes that the beating of
Gandhi's followers was "so painful that he was forced to turn away his
face", something ghastly is happening. When authentic reports give the
casualties on the Indian side as "630 hurt as police beat the salt-raiders
virtually all suffering from blows w|ith sticks carried by the police" with
no statement of casualties on the other side, it is easy to reconstruct the
1

Ramsay MacDonald, British Prime Minister. 1924 and 1929-1935 and Labour Party
leader,
• .* • '
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picture. These "sticks" by the way are interesting weapons ! Described
by one correspondent as "Bamboo rods", they are as a matter of fact
Bombay
huge clubs, five feet long, and iron-tipped.
Chronicle refers to the extremety of " violence " in which the authorities
are indulging. And all this violence has failed ! As fast as one group
of satyagrahis is beaten, arrested or shot another and larger group
immediately appears to receive its share of punishment. When
And of what use are swords
World ever seen befc
and staves when met with such a spirit ?
*
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CONFIDENTIAL
HEAD POLICE OFFICE
Bombay, 28th July 1930.
No. 3769/H/3717
My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 3752/H/3717, dated the 26th
July 1930.
I attach a copy of the Bombay Congress BuUetin of the 26th, together
1
with a copy of the Revolt of the same date.
On the 26th picketing of liquor shops was continued as detailed
below: —
No. of
shops
A ward
B ward
C andD wards
E ward
F ward
G ward
And on the 27th :
A ward
B ward
C and D wards
E ward
F ward
G ward

6
13

24
33
53
40
6
13
24
33
49
35

Male
pickets
6
13
30
28
62
41

6
14
28
28
54
36

Female
pickets
32
15

35
15
•

•

The following are the figures of arrests and convictions in connection
with the picketing of foreign cloth shops in the Fort: —
Date of arrest

No. of pending cases

25-7-30

3

Date
of arrest
26-7-30

No* of arrests
12

No. of convictions
on 26-7-30
9 to 4 months' R.I.

No. of convictions on
26-7-30
3 to 4 months' R. I.
Pending for
28-7-30
3

Under the auspices of the Desh Sevika Sangh, Prof. K. T. Shab
delivered a public lecture on the present movement from an economic
point of view at the Vanita Vishram Hall on the evening of the 26th.
About 50 ladies and 25 men attended. I attach a cutting from the
Bombay Chronicle dated the 28th giving a full report of the speech.
Enclosure not reproduced.
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Under the auspices of the Bhuleshwar District Congress Committee
a meeting was held at Dadyseth Agiary Lane on the night of the 26th,
when Dr. Jayantilal Nagarseth presided over an audience of about
250 persons. The president, D. S. Babrekar, Dalpatram Pathak and
others made speeches exhorting the people to boycott foreign cloth and
join the Congress. They said that their boycott movement was already
having the desired effect in England and if they continued the picketing
they could soon be successful.
The G Ward District Congress Committee held a meeting at Nagu
Sayaji's Wadi, Prabhadevi Road, on the night of the 26th, when about
700 labourers attended. T. R. Naravane presided. Sardar Jamiat Singh,
Govind Shanker Kanthi, Sardar Pratap Singh, G. L. Kandalkar and the
president appealed to the workers to strengthen the Girni Kamgar Union,
join the Congress and carry out the programme of the boycott of foreign
cloth and liquor.
A meeting of labourers was held under the auspices of the Girni
Kamgar Union at Irani's chawl, DeLisle Road, on the night of the 26th.
G. L. Kandalkar presided and about 300 workers attended. The
president, Sadashiv Jobber, and R. B. Neherkar made speeches exhorting
the workers to strengthen the Girni Kamgar Union and join the Congress.
In the early hours of Sunday, the 27th, a number of prabhat feris of
Hindus, Parsis and Muhammadans went about various localities in the
city, particularly in the Girgaum area, singing national songs. The
important places visited by them were Khatau Kakanji's Wadi, Bhatwadi,
Contractor's Building, Charni Road, Zaoba's wadi, etc., where they
saluted the national flag and sang the Bande Mataram song. They were
given sweets and coconuts at some of these places.
Under the auspices of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee the
national flag salutation ceremony was performed on the Dongri Maidan
on the morning of the 27th. The national flag was unfurled by P. R.
Lele, the vice-president of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee,
before an audience of about 15,000 people including about a thousand
volunteers both male and female. They then sang the "Bande Mataram"
song. Mrs. Hansa Mehta, in a short speech appealed to the volunteers
to see that national flag was always kept flying at any sacrifice.
About '2,000 children belonging to the vanar sena assembled on the
Gowalia Tank Maidan yesterday morning from where they were taken to
Alexandra Road, Gamdevi and given sweets by one Jethamal Narayen.
In the afternoon, the procession organised by the Bombajy Provincial
Congress Committee was taken out from the Congress House led by
Mrs. Hansa Mehta, P. R. Lele and Shrikant D. Palekar. About 1,000
Congress volunteers, including about 75 desk sevikas, took part and they
were joined by about 2,000 members of the public along the route. They
went along Girgaum Back Road, Sandhurst Road, Bhendy Bazaar,
Pydhoni, Sheikh Memon Street, Carnac Bunder, Dhobi Talao and
dispersed at the Esplanade Maidan. The processionists raised cries of
"Boycott British goods", "Boycott bankruptcy loan", "Boycott Wimco
matches", etc; the women sang the national songs.
A-115-22-A.
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On the evening of the 27th a public meeting of labourers was held, on
the open maidan, opposite the Dinshaw Petit Mill, Lalbaug, under the
auspices of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee Labour Camp,
which has recently been opened by the Congress at Parel. About 800
workers were present. S. B. Mahadeshwar presided. The president, K. G.
Kubal, Miss Krishna Kumari Sardesai and two others made speeches
exhorting the workers to put aside their differences and become members
of the Congress. S. B. Mahadeshwar said that the labour camp had been
opened by the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee to look into the
grievances of the labourers. He said that the Congress was not for the*
capitalists alone but for all (the people in the country and when India
gained her freedom, everyone would have a share in the administration.
Under the auspices of the Tamil Bharat Volunteer Corps a public
meeting of workers was held at Kombdi Gully, Lalbaug, on the evening
of the 27th. Sundar P. Kabadi presided over an audience of about 500
workers. The president, Mrs. Ushabai Dange, Yeshwant Jobber, Vasudeo
Hari Joshi, G. L. Kandalkar, Ramchandra Kumbhar, Miss Krishna Kumari
Sardesai and S. B. Mahadeshwar made speeches exhorting the workers to
unite and join the Congress if they wanted to solve 'their economic
problems.
Another meeting of workers, attended by about 200 persons was held
under the auspices of the Girni Kamgar Union, at Chinchpokli last
evening. G. L. Kandalkar presided. The president, Sadashiv Jobber,
V. K. Tawade, R. B. Neherkar, Y. J. Godse and Vasant Khale made
speeches appea^ng to the workers to strengthen the Girni Kamgar Union
and become members of the Congress. They were also told to join the
workers* procession on the 30th July to show their sympathy with the
Congress.
The picketing of foreign cloth shops was carried on more vigorously this
morning at Mangaldas Market, Dubash Market, Girgaum Road, Charni
Road, Kalbadevi Road, Bhuleshwar, Two Tanks, Bhendy Bazaar, Pydhoni
and Dadar. Over 200 desk sevikas and about 300 volunteers have been
engaged for this work and the picketing will be carried on from morning
till nicht in shifts.
1
The fol owing unauthorised news sheets were seized in Bombay:•

Date
27-7-30
27-7-30
27-7-30

27-7-30
27-7-30
27-7-30
27-7-30
2 6-7-30
26-7-30
26-7-30
26-7-30
26-7-30
26-7-30
26-7-30
26-7-30
27-7-30
27-7-30

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

«

•

*

A-115—22-B.

•

•

*

•

•

•

Police station
Princess Street
Pydhoni
Pydhoni
Pydhoni
Pydhoni
Dongri
Dongri
Lamington Road
Lamington Road
Lamington Road
Lamington Road
Gamdevi
Maharbouri
Maharboiri
Maharbouri
Dongri
Lamington Road

*

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

#

•

•

•

•

•

t

•

-

•

•

*

•

*

•

No. cf copies
25 Navjivan.
104 Suburban Patrikas.
8 Ya Horn.
15 Navjivan.
1 Congress Bulletin.
1 Congress Bulletin.
2 Suburban Patrikas.
132 Revolt.
92 Suburban Patrikas.
10 Cartoons.
49 Congress Bulletins.
53 Congress Bulletins.
82 Congress Bulletins.
57 Suburban Patrikas
1 Revolt.
40 Revolt in Urdu.
455 Suburban Patrikas,
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Dat:.
27-7-30
27-7-30
27-7-30
27-7-30

..
..
,.
..

..
..
..
..

Police Station
Lamington Road
Lamington Road
Lamington Road
Special Branch

..
..
..
..

..
..
..
..

No. of copies
1 Young India.
5 Cartoons.
2 Revolt.
1337 Revolt in all languages.

The meeting of the Working Committee of the Indian National
Congress will be held on the 30th July, at Sri Ram Mansion, the house
of the one Suhenlal Chhaganlal, where Vallabhbhai J. Patel puts up when
he visits Bombay.
The terrace of Hira Building, 174 Carnac Road, was kept under
observation for three nights on account of certain information received in
connection with the publication of the Revolt At about 9 p.m. last
night when one Abdul Majid Usman Hakim was taking away four boxes
from that building he was challenged by men of the special branch who
were on watch. On a search being made a new Gestetner cyclostyle
machine with all the paraphernalia for cyclostyling, together with old
copies of the Revolt in all languages were found. A room in the occupation
of a young Muhammadan student was searched. He made a statement
that Hakim brought the Gestetner machine to his room at 5 a.m. on the
morning of the 24th instant and turned out a number of copies of the Revolt
on the following day. Hakim, according to the statement of this student,
was accompanied by two or three other students, one of whom was
called Ratan Dalai. Hakim made a non-committal statement. Proceeding
against Hakim, Ratan Dalai, M. A. Acharya and Prof. V. P. Jani are being
taken by *he Special Branch under Section 108 of the Criminal Procedure
Code in connection with the publication of the Revolt.
About 400 merchants dealing in Indian made cloth, who were not
affected by the resolution of the merchants dealing in foreign cloth are
also going to close their shops because their Deccani coolies refuse to
work for them out of sympathy with their comrades who were employed
by the foreign cloth merchants and who are now out of work.
(

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 82.

Bombay, 26th July 1930.
VILLAGE PROPAGANDA BY BOMBAY STUDENTS.—The batch
of students under Sjt. Firodia who left for Maharashtra reached
Ahmednagar on the 22nd instant. They are awaiting definite instructions
from the Maharashtra War Council before proceeding to Sangamner.
Meanwhile they are doing propaganda in other talukas. A batch of
five students have gone to Parner taluka under the leadership of Dr. Kavi.
The other five will proceed for work to Jamkhed taluka.
Ahmednagar is celebrating the Congress Week from the 25th instant.
*

*

*

PICKETING AT BORT BUNDER.—In pursuance of the Satyagraha
Committee's resolution of picket Race Specials at Victoria Terminus a
batch of 100 satyagrahis assisted by desk sevikas from Byculla picketed all
the approaches to Bori Bunder this morning to dissuade race-goers from
wasting their money and energy in this gambling. The picketing was an
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unprecedented success. The first special that left hardly contained 1 / 10th
of the usual complement of passengers. We are confident that in this crisis
of our country no self-respecting Indian will ever harbour a thought of
patronising an event which is such immoral purpose.
*

*

*

PICKETING OF FOREIGN CLOTH SHOPS.—The period of notice
given to foreign cloth shopkeepers to stop selling foreign cloth expires
today. The Satyagraha Committee is devising measures to bring into effect
a vigorous picketing of all such shops whose owners have refused to abide
by the Congress mandate.
PROPAGANDA IN LABOUR AREA.—The B. P. C. C. have opened
a Labour Office at Parel to carry on Congress propaganda among the mill
workers. A batch of students who have left their studies are actively
engaged in this work under the direction of Prof. Kosambi. They visit
chawls or station themselves before the mills to get into intimate contact
with our brothers in the mills and instil in them the Congress creed
which is the creed of the masses.
Rev. John Haynes Holmes, Editor of 'Unity', Chicago, says that: —
"Conditions in India are much more terrible than the rigorously
censored newspaper dispatches permit us to know. We are bitterly
disappointed in the Indian policy of the present British Government,
and count this one of the most disillusioning and tragic events in our
experience. We cannot see how MacDonald's policy d'ffers one iota
from what wou'd have been the policy of the Tories if they were in
office today."
AS AN AMERICAN SEES IT.—Though the high officials of the
Government of India are trying their best to distort news of the creed of
the Congress by way of official censorship and regular propaganda against
the Civil Disobedience Movement outside India, we quote below a few
passages from a report of an American correspondent whose message has>
been withheld by the Government of India.
"GARHWAL DAY PROCESSION INCIDENTS—Hundreds of
Congressmen had to be removed to hospital. But though their determination exceeds that of June 21st, brutalities of Police also exceeded former
occasions.
Never seen such w'cked clubbing by White Officers, such force lathi
charges, such cavalry dashed upon unarmed, unresisting people though not
even one stone thrown at Police."
*

*

*

BOMBAY CHRONICLE
28th July 1930.
POLITICAL FREEDOM MEANS
1
INDIA'S PROSPERITY.
PROF. K. T. SHAH ON THE PRESENT STRUGGLE.—Prof. K. T\
Shah delivered a very instructive speech in Gujarati on Saturday evening
at the Vanita Vishram Hall on the present movement from the economic
point of view.
r
•

'

'

:

* It contains an intellectual's opin onand hence important-
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Prof. Shah said that there always existed a close relation between
politics and economics and this relation could be marked in the
every day life of nation, and the relations of the different nations with
each other.
in fact the solution of many political and social problems depended
on the proper solution of the economic questions. In international
politics the importance of the economic problem was all the more evident,
and at present economic problems had gained so much importance that
no international political problem could be properly solved unless due
attention was paid to its economic side.
POLITICAL FREEDOM—MAIN PROBLEM.—Proceeding Prof. Shah
said that, though economic problems had become so important, the main
problem before India was the attainment of political freedom. This did
not mean any undermining of the economic problems. In fact the
question of India's political freedom owed its importance to its economic
side. Indians resented foreign domination not only because it means
political serfdom but also because it has proved to be a hindrance to the
economic development of the country.
NOT POSSIBLE TO DEVELOP TRADE.—It had now become
evident that unless India got rid of the foreign domination it would not
be possible for her either to develop her own home industries or to make
general economic progress. It was an open secret now that the economic
interests of India and Britain were diametrically opposed to each other.
Some 25 years ago people in India were rather afraid to declare that
India was for Indians and not for the foreigners, but when Indians
understood what was their own interest and began to think over the
economic problem arising out of this feeling, they found that Britain
would not help India in her economic development.
OPPOSED INTERESTS.—The reason was obvious enough. In the
degree in which India developed economically in the same degree would
Britain lose the supremacy that she had been enjoying in the whole
world. That could be proved by citing many an instance and even the
object of Mahatmaji's famous eleven demands was based on it.
INDIA'S CURRENCY PROBLEM.—Proceeding the speaker referred
to the fight that India carried on some three years back in connection
with her currency. He doubted whether its importance was fully realised
by the people. He doubted even if those who were fighting the Goverhment on that issue knew all about it and realised the gravity of the
problem. The position was this. India had a silver standard with the
rupee as a token coin. Indians took for granted that one rupee meant
the equivalent of one tola of silver. That the price of silver went down
and consequently it meant a fall in the price of the rupee.
The Government that ruled India's destinies had to remit a fixed sum
annually to Britain and it was necessary to remit it in gold. In order to
keep up the value of those annual remittances the Government had to
resort to two courses. To increase the burden of taxes, to manipulate
the currency and to affect the prices of silver in the way they liked and
the Government managed to do it all skilfully.

MORE HONEST COURSES.—Barring these, there were two other
courses left open to them, either to stop meir remittances to Britain or to
change the standard value of the rupee. The first course was unthinkable
for milain. 5o the change m the standard value of the rupee came
about. The Old idea that one rupee meant one tola of silver did not
remain intact. It depended on the sweet will of the Government to coin
rupees whenever they liked. The result was that while the prices of
silver went down, the price of the rupee went up and it so happened that
silver worth ten annas only cost one rupee in the standard coin of the
country.
The Government were responsible to pay Rs. 15 if anybody offered
one pound, but if anybody offered Rs. 15 the Government were not
bound to pay one pound in return, because the rupee had no fixed price.
Really speaking when the Government were paying cash down Rs. 15 for
one pound, there should have been no objection to paying one pound in
return, if anybody offered Rs. 15, but the Government did not do it.
LOSS OF 50 CRORES.—Nobody knew what happened to the profits
that Government made in this dealing. But it was a fact that 15 crores
of rupees were saved in this way. It was said that when India would
have real gold standard this money would be used, but when gold
standard was demanded the Government shelved the question on one
pretext or other.
While this state of affairs continued the Great War broke out. British
imports to India suffered a setback and the trade balance became
favourable to India. The prices of silver went up and it so happened
that the Indian rupee which was not even worth 16 annas formerly now
became worth more than that.
The I6d. rupee which had continued, for a period of 17 years now
meant a loss to Britain because silver prices had gone up. It was expected
that after the war the question would be solved satisfactorily. But
nothing like that happened. An influential committee suggested that the
price of the pound should be fixed at Rs. 10. The experiment was given
a trial and it cost India 50 crores of rupees in a short period of seven
months.
A TERRIBLE LOSS.—Continuing Prof. Shah said it was not difficult
to imagine what a terrible loss this was to India. Whenever there was
any talk of developing Indian industries, it was said by the Government
that as Indian capital was not forthcoming, they had to borrow from
foreign countries. When Indian money was being wasted like that how
could they expect any capital to accumulate in India ?
Indian demand to introduce a gold standard was not granted. Instead,
they had the 13d. ratio. It meant an annual drain of crores of rupees
to India. Due to that policy of the Government gold was not coming
to India. It was accumulating in Britain. The consequences meant
a two-fold loss to India. On the one hand the country was being
impoverished ; on the other foreign capital had to be imported on which
huge sums, as interest, had to be paid out of the revenue.
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FREEDOM FIRST.—Continuing, Prof. Shah observed that India would
not be able to solve her economic problems satisfactorily until she achieved
pected
political freedom.
at the cost of her own interest. No Britisher would be found who would
do it. Indians themselves must realise the close relation between
economics and politics and strive to liberate India so that they might put
own
days such problems cannot
solved individually. They needed collective effort. The position was so
intricate that it was difficult for an individual even to find out what was
his or her own interest and it often so happened that an individual seeking
self-interest did many things harmful to the society.
DAILY STRIFE.—The daily strife between the workers and the
capitalists went to prove the same thing. The capitalist cared for his
profit only. He did not care for the welfare of the worker. In
a capitalistic society the main object was to attain the good of the individual.
To fight this political power was the best weapon and it must be obtained
by the society to achieve the general good of society.
Prof. Shah proceeded to examine the present boycott movement from
the economic point of view. He said it was worth finding out how far
India would be able to make it a success, circumstanced as she was.
India annually imported goods worth 250 crores. Out of these 40 crores
were spent on the requirements of railways and other machinery. It was
entirely in the hands of the officers and no amount of effort on the part
of the people would stop this money from going to Britain because the
Government would not order these things from any other country than
Britain.
India did not produce even one-tenth of the iron and steel that she
consumed every year. And even this depended on the mercy of the
Government.
THE RAILWAY PROBLEM.—It was more than eighty years ago that
Railways were built in this country, but so far no industry providing the
requirements of the Great War when imports of machinery from Britain
practically stopped and the Railways had to carry on with the engines
they had. It opened the eyes of Indians. The price of locomotives rose
to £ 15,000 each. In those days an Indian tried to start a concern for
constructing Railway engines in India.
The Government required 150 to 200 new engines every year. They
promised to help the Indian concern. The work was actually started the
price was fixed at £ 7,000 per engine. But as soon as it became known
in foreign countries they reduced the price to £ 5,000. The Government
who claims to be India's, trustees purchased foreign engines and as
a result the Indian concern had to go bankrupt.
BOMBAY'S MILL INDUSTRY.—Prof. Shah explained that the same
conditions existed in case of mill machinery. As they had once introduced
machinery of a certain type they had to go on purchasing spare parts and
other requisites of the same type unless they were prepared to change
the entire machinery, which was practically impossible. That meant they

could not put a stop to another 15 crores of rupees leaving Indian shores
every year*
In respect of military stores, stores for other Government departments and
drugs, etc. similar conditions existed and he thought two-thirds of the
imports of these things would certainly remain out of the pale of the
boycott movement.
Concluding Prof. Shah said that the only way to make India economically
free was to win political power. Unless they did that matter would
not improve. They should not be surprised if it were declared that
refusal to purchase British goods was a crime and whoever committed the
crime would be sent to jail for six months.
All this is possible because India did not enjoy political freedom. She
was not master in her house and therefore, the first and foremost duty of
every Indian, in his opinion was to strive for political freedom for the
country.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 3797/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 29th July 1930

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 3769/H/3717, dated the 28th
July 19311.
1
I attacn a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin of the 28th.
On the 28th picketing of liquor shops was continued as detailed
below : —

A ward
B ward
C and D wards
E ward
F ward
G ward

No. of
shops

Male
pickets

6
13
26
30
50
34

6
14
20
28
62
35

..

Fem
pick
*
*

&
w

•

•

34
15
-I *^
•

•

The following are the figures of arrests and convictions in connection
with the picketing of foreign cloth shops in the Fort :
Date of arrest

No. of pending cases

26-7-30

No. of convictions on
28-7-30

3

Date of
arrest

No. of arrests

28-7-30

21

2 to 4 months' R.I.
1 to 3 months' S.I.
No. of convictions
on 28-7-30
5 to 4 months' R.I.
2 to 4 months' SI.
1 to 2 months* S.T,
1 acquitted.

Enclosure not given.

Pending for
29-7-30
12

!#»«•*

•
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Picketing was carried on by a large number of Desk Sevikas and
volunteers from morning till night in three shifts at the following
places :—Chakla Street, Masjid Bunder Road, Dongri Street, Haines Road,
Grant Road, Lalbaug, Dadar, Bhendy Bazaar, Girgaum Road, Falkland
Road, Charni Road, Carnac Road, etc.
Under the auspices of the Girni Kamgar Union, a meeting of about
50 millhands was held on the open space opposite the Moon Mill, Sewri,
on the evening of the 28th. G. L. Kandalkar presided. The president
asked the workers to strengthen the Girni Kamgar Union and join the
Congress. He also asked them to join the workers' procession on the
30th. S. B. Mahadeshwar said that the Congress was for the poor as well
as the rich and therefore the workers should take their share in the
Congress propaganda.
At about 7 p.m. yesterday one Karim Abdulla, a Congress volunteer
and bad character, had a quarrel with a red flag union's volunteer at
Poibavdi Junction and when the latter was going to the Girni Kamgar
Union office the Muhammadan followed him with a bamboo stick with
a view to assaulting him. Some Congressmen intervened and took
Karim Abdulla to the F Ward District Congress Committee's office.
The management of the Colaba Land and Mill Co. Ltd., put up
a notice at the mill yesterday that the mill would be closed from the 28th
July. The mill was closed today.
Three manuscript posters in Gujarati appealing to the police to leave
the service and requesting the merchants not to ask for police assistance,
were found pasted on a wall of the compound, of the Congress House
yesterday. They were removed by the police. The posters bore the
heading Message of Freedom.
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized in Bombay on the
28th : —
Police station
Colaba
Pydhoni
Dongri

No. of copies

..
..
..

..
..
..

Maharbouri
Maharbouri
LamingtonRoad
Lamington Road

..
..
..
..

153 Congress Bulletins
3 Congress Bulletins
1 Congress Bulletin
31 Congress Bulletins
43 Ya-Hom
210 Congress Bulletins
37 Cartoons
27 Suburban Patrikas.

Vallabhbhai J. Patel arrived in Bombay this morning and has put up
at Shri'Ram Mansion, Sandhurst Road, where the Working Committee
is going to meet tomorrow. He was accompanied by Dadubhai Desai,
Jairamdas Daulatram and Raja Rao (secretary).
Hakim Abdul Majid Usman Khan and Ratan Dalai were arrested last
night on warrants issued under Section 108 of the Criminal Procedure
Code. They were placed before the Presidency Magistrate, 3rd Court,
this morning and remanded into police custody till the 31st.
Professor V. P. Jani, the president of the Navjavan Bharat Sabha, has
not yet been found. Inquiries regarding the where abouts of Acharya are
being made. Ratan Dalai admits that he is the editor of the Revolt and

t
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Hakim admits that he was the printer and manager. They refuse to give
the names of all the< members of the Navjavan Bharat Sabha. The Revolt
has not appeared since the seizure of the Gestetner machine. It is
reported that a youth named Amrit Dalai is going to undertake the
editorship of this paper and is arranging to purchase a new machine.
GOVERNMENT LOAN
The Congress Bulletin in many of its issues exhorted the citizens not to
subscribe to ihe Government Loans. It also alerted the people to withdraw their postal savings which were diverted by the authorities towards,
financing repressive measur
work. Another issue of
the day was the boycott and picketing against the races held at the
Poona Racecourse. This was because the fans of races were the

1
Editor.
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HEAD POLICE OFFICE
CONFIDENTIAL
Bombay, 30th July 1930
No. 3816/H/3717.
My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 3797/H/3717, dated the 29th
July 1930.
I attach (1) a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin of the 29th,
(2) a cutting from the Sree Press Journal; dated the 30th, containing the
resignations of some scout masters;, and (3) a copy of the Revolt of the
1
30th.
The Office of the Navjavan Sabha situated on the 2nd floor of
Shapuria Building, New Charni Road, was searched by the special branch
yesterday and 370 copies of a cartoon depicting Gandhi's 11 points
(already submitted to Government) were seized. The office room
ontained nothing but two dirty beds for the volunteers and a tin box.
On the 29th, picketing of liquor shops was continued as detailed
below : —
No. of
Male
Female
shops
pickets
pickets
6
A ward
6
13
B ward
13
26
C and D wards
32
35
28
E ward
25
15
49
F ward
58
36
G ward
38
The following are the figures of arrests and convictions in connection
with the picketing of foreign cloth shops in the Fort :
No. of pending cases
Date of arrest
No. cf convictions on
28-7-30
12
28-7-30
12 to 4 months' R.T.
Date of
No. of arrests
No. of convictions on
Pending for
arrest
29-7-30
30-7-30
29-7-30
21
14 to 4 months' R.I.
7
Not reproduced being too lengthy.
P •

»
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Picketing was also carried on the whole day at the following places : —
Musjid Bunder Road, Chakla Street, Bhajipala Lane, Bhendy Bazaar,
Camac Road, Kalbadevi Road, Girgaum Road, Shaikh Memon Street,
Cross Lane, Falkland Road, Lamiugton Road, Grant Road, Haines Road,
Mazagaon, Mathar Pakhady, Lalwadi, Poibavdi and Dadar.
The Mangaldas Cloth Market and the Dubash Market were kept closed
since yesterday as a protest against the repressive policy of Government
and in sympathy with the merchants of the Mulji Jetha Market. They
will remain closed till Friday the 1st August, during which time they
will discuss matters with the Congress president.
Valiabhbhai J. Patel attended the meeting of tne merchants of the
Mulji Jetha Market to explain the Congress attitude towards the closing
of tne cloth markets. He advised thei dealers not to stop their business.
He would not come in the way of the dealers with respect to Swadeshi
cloth though he was in favour of khaddar only. He was, however, opposed
to allowing any foreign cloth to be sold in the market
The office of the Desh Sevika Sangh has been shifted from the Congress
House to Sukhanand's Dharmashala at C. P. Tank from today.
Mrs. Avantikabai Gokhale moved at a meeting of the Municipal
Corporation held yesterday that the Corporation should introduce spinning
on the takli in municipal schools. The motion was ultimately referred to
the shcools committee for report.
The agents of the Moon Mill at Sewree have given notice to their
employees that on account of continued depression in the textile industry
the mill will be closed from the 1st September 1930.
Under the auspices of the Girni Kamgar Union a meeting of about
150 millhands was held in the maidan in front of the Spring Mill,
Naigaum, on the evening of the 29th, Ramchandra Babaji Neherkar
presided. The president and Yeshwant Kushaba Godse made speeches
asking the millhands to join the Congress. The millhands were asked to
collect at Lalbaug at 3 p.m. today to go in a procession to the Congress
House via Arthur Road, Ripon Road, Byculla Club Road, and Lamington
Road. From the Congress House they will proceed to Chaupatty where
they will disperse after holding a meeting in support of the Congress
programme.
All the mills are closed today on account of the Nag Panchmi holiday.
Millhands were moving about in batches in the mill area this morning
with national flags.
About 700 coolies working in the cloth markets and Dana Bunder went
in a procession from Dana Bunder to the Congress House to show their
sympathy with the Congress movement. They returned from the
Congress House via Girgaum Back Road and dispersed at Fanaswadi.
About 50 barbers went about in the Girgaum and Sandhurst Road
localities this morning asking the proprietors of hair-cutting saloons not
to shave people wearing foreign clothes and to close their shops to show
their sympathy with the boycott movement. About 2 or 3 saloonkeepers closed down in response to the appeal.
A branch of the G Ward District Congress Committee was opened at
Elphinstone Road this morning by G. S. Kanthi in the presence of about
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150 people. A similar branch of the Bombay Provincial Congress
Committee has also been opened at Parel Poibavdi and is in charge of
Professor Dharmanand Kosambi.
The Mandvi District Congress Committee is observing today as
prisoners' and sufferers' day. In connection with this the national flag
was unfurled by Miss Kanta Khandwalla at the Mandvi District Congress
Committee's office in the presence of about 500 people. The Mandvi
volunteers collected about a cart-load of foreign clothes. They will taka
out a procession from the office of the Mandvi District Congress
Committee and return to the same place after going through Musjid
Bunder Road, Javeri Bazaar, Jumma Musjid, Crawford Market, Carnac
Bunder, Katha Bazaar and Kharak Bazaar. The volunteers taking part
in the procession have been asked to wear black badge on their wrists
to show that without freedom they were all slaves. After the procession
a meeting will be held under the presidentship of Mrs. Ramibai Kamdar
and a bonfire of foreign cloth will be made.
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya arrived this morning from Allahabad
and is staying at Birla House, Sandhurst Road. The Working Committee
of the Congress meets at 3-30 p.m. today.
The Mussalmans of Bombay propose to celebrate the birthday of
prophet Mohammad on the 8th August by taking out a procession from
the Jumma Musjid after Friday prayers and holding a meeting at the
Jumma Musjid.
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized in Bombay on the
29th : —

;

Police station
Lamingtoa Road
Lamington Road
JLamington Road
Lamingtoa Road
Maharbouri
,.

..
..
..
..
..

No. of copies
10 Ya-Hom
11 Congress Bulletins
1 Suburban Patrika
3 Cartoons
25 Suburban Patrikas

Information has been received that the Liberals are going to send
Wilson, the editor of the Indian Daily Mail to England to; work for them
in England before the Round Table Conference comes off. Jehangir
Petit who saw the Dy. Commissioner of Police, Special Branch, some days
ago, told him that the Nizam had purchased debentures of the Indian
Daily Mail worth rupees three lacs and that it was his intention to get
rid of Wilson on some plausible excuse. It is probable that Sir Chimanlal
Setalvad who is the president of the Board of Directors of the Indian
Daily Mail is sending Wilson to England on this excuse. I am further
informed that the Nizam has given this big sum of money to the Indian
Daily Mail in order to get its support on the question of the Benar.
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CONFIDENTIAL
HEAD POLICE OFFICE
No. 3820/H/3717.
Bombay, 31st July 1980.
My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 3816/H/3717, dated the 30th
July 1930.
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I attach a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin of the 30th, of your
information.
On the 30th picketing of liquor shops was continued as detailed
below :
No. of
Female
Male
shops
pickets
pickets
A ward
6
6
B ward
13
13
C and D wards
26
35
32
28
E ward
25
15
49
F ward
60
35
G ward
37
The following are the figures of arrests and convictions in connection
with the picketing of foreign cloth shops in the Fort:—
Date of arrest
No. of pending cases
No. of convictions on
30-7-1930
29-7-30
6 to 4 months' R.I
7
1 to 3 months' S.l
•

Date of
of arrest

•

•

•

•

•

Pending for
No. cf convictions
on 30-7-30
31-7-30
10 to 4 months' R.T.
30-7-30
21..
9
1 to I months' S.I.
1 to 3 months' S.I.
Picketing was also carried on all day yesterday at Crawford Market,
Chakla Street, Bhajipala Lane, Masjid Bunder Road, Katha Bazaar,
Bhendy Bazaar, Carnac Road, Kalbadevi Road, Girgaum Road, Null
Bazaar, Shaikh Memon Street, Falkland Road, Lamington Road, Grant
Road, Haines Road, Mazgaon, Mathar Pakhady, Lalbaug, Poibavdi,
Reay Road, and Dadar.
A procession of about 400 Deccani coolies working in the Cloth Market
and Dana Bunder went to the Congress House yesterday afternoon in
procession from Khand Bazaar, Mandvi via Wadi Bunder Argyle Road,
Carnac Bridge, Carnac Road and Girgaum to show their sympathy with
the Congress. Along the route they were shouting boycott slogans.
Under the auspices of the Girni Kamgar Union, the Bekar Kamgar
Association and the Young Workers' League about 1,000 workers
collected on the niaidan opposite the Dinshaw Petit Mill, Lalbaug, at
3 p.m. yesterday, G. L. Kandalkar, Sadashiv Jobber and R. B. Neherkar
told them that they were to go in a procession to the Congress House
and that they should proceed peacefully even if the police stopped and
assaulted them. They then formed into a procession headed by
G. L. Kandalkar, Vasant Khale, T. V. Patil, N. S. Desai, S. S. Nimbkar,
Philip Antone, S. B. Mahadeshwar, Dharmanand Kosambi and others
and went to the Congress House via Supari Baug Road, Currey Road,
DeLisle Road, Arthur Road, Ripon Road, Bellasis Road, Foras Road
and Lamington Road. Along the route the number increased to 1,500.
They carried flags and cloth placards with the usual revolutionary
slogans. There were also a few Congress flags carried by some members
of the prabhat pheris. They shouted revolutionary slogans on the way.
No. of arrests

Enclosure not reproduced.
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After saluting the national flag at the Congress House they went to
Chaupatty where a meeting was held. About 3,000 workers attended.
G. L. Kandalkar presided. The president said that the common enemy
of the workers and Congressmen was imperialism and that therefore they
should combine to put an end to it. Dharmanand Kosambi and
P. B. Lele congratulated the workers on their whole-hearted support
and said that the Congress would work for the poor as well as for the
rich. Philip Antone asked the Congress before arriving at a settlement
with the Government, to see that the Meerut and the Lahore conspiracy
case prisoners were released. V. K. Tawade and Y. K. Godse appealed
to the Congress to use their influence with the millowners and see that
they did not close down their mills, as otherwise the workers would join
the Congress and they would have to support the unemployed workers.
Sad ash iv Mhapankar Jobber, referring to the high-handedness of the
Police, said that under the Congress the workers were non-violent but
they would retaliate when the chance came. S. B. Mahadeshwar appealed
to the workers to join the Congress. After the meeting workers returned
to Lalbaug in procession and dispersed.
The Desh Sevika Sangh opened a new health home at Avte Building,
Khand Bazaar, yesterday. Mrs. Hansa Mehta performed the opening
ceremony in the presence of about 200 persons. Mrs. Hansa Mehta,
Mrs. Avantikabai Gokhale, Surji Vallabhadas and others appealed to the
people to give up liquor and take nourishing drinks like milk, butter
milk, etc.
The Working Committee of the Congress met at 3 p.m. yesterday at
Shri Ram Mansion, Sandhurst Road, under the presidentship of
1
Vallabhbhai Pate . Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, T. A. K. Sherwani,
Jairamdas Dowlatram, Mathuradas Tricumji, Deep Narayan Singh, Lala
Dhunichand and Dr. N. S. Hardikar were present. After a good deal of
discussion on routine matters, they passed the following resolution : —
" In pursuance of the resolution passed by the Lahore Congress
urging a complete boycott of the Central and Provincial Legislatures
and in view of the necessity for the nation's energy and attention being
concentrated on the vigorous continuance of the present mass movement the Working Committee earnestly appeals to all Indians to
abstain from standing as candidates or voting, or otherwise participating,
directly in the forthcoming elections to the Legislatures. The Working
Committee further calls upon Congress organisations to take, within
their respective areas, all legitimate steps including peaceful picketing
whenever necessary and feasible with a view to dissuade intending
candidates from standing for or seeking election and the voters from
voting."
The meeting then adjourned till today. When the meeting was in
progress, manv people stood on the road to know the result of the
delibrations which lasted about five hours, within closed doors and no
outsiders or press representatives were allowed inside. After the
proceedings terminated the resolution was released for publication.
Tn celebration of the prisoners' and sufferers' day the Mandvi District
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Congress Committee, organised a procession yesterday afternoon- About
1,500 people, including about 50 ladies and about 200 children of the
vanar sena, took part in the procession which started from Mandvi and
after moving in ithe Mandvi locality dispersed at 8 p.m. near the
committee's office. The processionists had tied black ribbons round their
arms and some of them went with their hands tied with black handkerchiefs. Placards bearing the inscriptions " Mandvi' District Congress
Committee ", " Dana Bunder Hindu Residents' Society " and " Muslim
Rashtra Seva Mandal", were carried along with the photos of Gandhi
and Jawaharlal Nehru. They shouted the usual "boycott" slogans along
the route Surji Vallabhadas, Miss Laxmiben Surji, Dr. J. V. Vora and
Durgashankar Bhat led the procession. After the procession a meeting
attended by about 250 persons was held ait Daryasthan, Vadgadhi, under the
presidentship of Dr. J. V. Vora. The president said that just as the Hindus
absolved themselves from the sins by bathing in the Ganges, they should
free themselves from the sin of foreign cloth by making a bonfire of it.
Miss Laxmiben Surji Vallabhadas condemned the volunteers for their
half-heartedness and asked them to follow the lead of the women.
After some more speeches two heap of foreign clothes were burnt in the
compound. Miss Laxmiben Surji lit the bonfire. The volunteers then
performed a "garba' dance round the bonfire, singing national songs to
the accompaniment of the band of the Cutchi Lohana volunteers.
Under the auspices of the Nationalist Christian Party, Prof. J. C.
1
Kumarappa of the Gujarath Vidyapith read a paper on "Nationalism"
in the Sir Cowasji Jehangir Hall on the evening of the 30th. K.
Natrajan presided and about 800 people were present. I attach a cutting
from the Bombay Chronicle dated the 31st giving a report of the
proceedings.
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, a member of the Working Committee,
arrived from Delhi this morning. He was received at the Colaba
Railway Station by Mrs. Hansa Mehta and Haji Noor Mohammed
Ahmed, a member of the Congress Muslim Party, and taken in a car
to the Bhatia Baug from where he was taken in procession in which about
1,000 people took part. The procession went along Hornby Road,
Abdul Rehman Street, Bhuleshwar, Bhendy Bazaar. When it reached
the Bhendy Bazaar corner the Maulana drove away in a car and the
people dispersed. He is to attend the meeting of the Working Committee
which will start at 12 noon today.
The committee appointed by the Bombay Municipal Corporation to
enquire into the alleged Police excesses in Bombay has invited written
statements from the members of the public and eye-witnesses.
V. P. Jani, the president of the Navjawan Bharat Sabha, surrendered
himself this morning. He, Hakim Abdul Majid Usman and Ratan
Dalai were put up before the Magistrate today.
They were asked to show cause why they should not execute bonds
under section 108, Criminal Procedure Code. They pleaded not guilty
and added that they were not going to defend themselves. The
i

1

Greatest exponent of Gandhian Economics.
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prosecution led the necessary evidence. The accused were ordered to
give security in the sum of Rs. 300 each for a period of one year. They
refused to do so and they were, therefore, ordered to be detained in jail
for one year.
The Bombay Satyagraha Committee is going to observe the Tilak
anniversary tomorrow. A procession will start at 4 p.m. tomorrow from
the Chaupatty Sands and proceed via Sandhurst Road, Girgaum Back
Road, Bhuleshwar, Princess Street, Dhobi Talao, Cruickshank Road,
Hornby Road, Flora Fountain, Esplanade Road to the Esplanade
Maidan where a public meeting will be held and addressed by the
members of the Working Committee. I sent an Inspector to Mrs. Hansa
Mehta, the president of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee, to
ask her not to take the procession as far as Flora Fountain but she would
uot consent. I therefore intend, to stop this procession from proceeding
beyond Bori Bunder.
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized in Bombay on
the 30th: —
Police station
Pydhoni ..
..
Lamington Road ..

..
..

No. of copies
5 Congress Bulletins.
84 Cartoons.

P.S.: —Picketing of foreign goods being taken into the G. I. P. and
8- B. & C. I. Rly. goods yards began today.
BOMBAY CHRONICLE
31st July 1930.
SIGNIFICANCE OF INDIAN NATIONALISM.—SJT. KUMARAPPA'S LECTURE.—Under the auspices of the Nationalist Christian
Party Prof. J. C. Kumarappa of the Gujarat Vidyapith read a very
instructive and inspiring paper on nationalism in the Cowasji Jehangir
Hall on Wednesday evening. A very large audience listened with
attention to the lucid and almost original exposition of the subject by
the learned speaker. Mr. K. Natarajan presided.
Mr. Joachim Alva introducing the speaker of that evening said that
he was the one Indian Christian who by his ability and whole-hearted
co-operation with Mahatma Gandhi in the present struggle had done much
to redeem the honour of the community.
MR. NATARAJAN'S TRIBUTE.—Mr. K. Natarajan who had gone
through the paper that the speaker had prepared for the occasion asked
the audience to listen to it carefully as he thought that Mr. Kumarappa
had dealt with the subject most ably and had made an almost original
contribution to the subject and to literature on the present national
movement in India.
Mr. Kumarappa was ovated when he rose to read the paper.
BIBLICAL LAWYER.—In the beginning he referred to the Biblical
story of the learned lawyer who went to Christ and referring to the
command "Love thy neighbour as thyself" asked who was his
neighbour. Today the nations of the world were asking the same question

>

#23
and they had to find out the answer. In order to find out an answer he
felt, it was necessary to examine the instincts and emotions that regulated
the relationships between man and man. As man was an animal having
herd instinct wnich showed itself m their getting together like sheep for
safety or like wolves for purposes of attack.
•NATIONALISM INTO TWO CLASSES.—He divided nationalism
into two distinct types and called *hem "sheep-flock nationalism" and
"wolf-pack nationalism'.
Dealing with the first type of nationalism he showed how that type
originated in Northern and Western Europe and gradually assumed the
form of the present aggressive imperialistic nationalism. Quoting from
Tagore's nationalism he explained what was the meaning of that type
of nationalism how it tried to keep the aliens at bay or to exterminate
them, due to its carnivorous and cannibalistic tendencies and how it
tried to swallow their whole future. The most distinguishing feature of
that type of nationalism was that it glorified the nation at the cost of
humanity. It was most insular and virulent and so it set nation against
nation and ultimately lowered man below the level of the brutes.
Proceeding he said that Britain represented today the most virulent
type of that nationalism and in Burtrard Russell's words "England has
hitherto always been the decisive factor in preserving that state of
anarchy which our grandfathers called the liberties of Europe".
America also represented almost the same type of nationalism. The
goal of the nationalism was gain and not growth. It thought as if man
lived to eat and lived by bread alone. That was the philosophy behind
Western Nationalism. It was further bound with politics and in turn
controlled by finance. Religion had nothing to do with it. It was
devoid of ideals and followed a very low standard of ethics. The cry
was " My country right or wrong". Almost every European country
represented that type of nationalism only Sweden and Norway were the
two exceptions. But he held that this wolfpack nationalism would not
extend Europe's life because it was killing its soul. He added, "the soul
of Europe is drowning in a sea of human blood. Unless Europe wakes
up before it is too late it will perish and its civilisation will be a thing
of the past."
"SHEEP FLOCK
NATIONALISM".—Prof.
Kumarappa
then
proceeded to examine the second type of nationalism which he called
the sheep-flock nationalism. This was the passive nationalism of the
eastern countries. In this connection he first referred to the teachings
of the Prophet of Islam which transcended geographical, economic and
political limitations and founded a brotherhood of black and white,
prince and peasant, and the sage and the savage. This nationalism was
almost tantamount to Internationalism, but it fell short of it because it
was limited to the followers of Islam only.
CHRISTIANS
BLAMED.—Proceeding further
Mr. Kumarappa
deplored the weakness of the Christains who had not the strength of
character to lift themselves above the influence of. the wolf-pack
nationalism.
'
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Referring to the nationalism of China and Japan he said that originally
they were not aggressive in spirit. But of late Japan had adopted
Western nationalism while China was on the fence. He hoped that
wiser counsels would prevail with Japan and China and they would not
succumb to the momentary glammer or power.
INDIAN NATIONALISM.—Coming to Indian nationalism the speaker
said that Indian cultural manifestation of nationalism was most distinct.
It was due to this that India had been able to stand in numerable
foreign invasions. All the invaders were received by India with open
arms and gradually they were absorbed in the country. It was only
British nationalism which had withstood the social organisation of India.
Britishers had not so far able to understand India in that respect and
they jeered at her and even accused the Indians for having no political
sense, but he thanked providence for this defect.
Continuing he described what should be the place of nationalism in
human affairs and then proceeded to consider Indian nationalism in
that light. Indian nationalism had always tried to organise and purify
the Indian nation without harming other nations. Gandhiji was again
trying to put their house in order on the same lines. That was why his
programme included ridding the country of drunkness and other evils.
Proceeding he strongly supported the movement of boycott of foreign
cloth and British goods. But he made it clear that there should be
no feeling of hatred against Britain or any other country.
Concluding he said: "we hear a great deal today of our economic
and political woes. Very little is said about our cultural degeneration.
No nation on earth could have held us in subjection if we had been
culturally strong. If we now take advantage of the present flood-tide
of nationalism and revive and rebuild our social structures independence
cannot be far off."
Abdullah Seth of the Dharasana fame addressing the meeting in
Hindustani said that the essence of all religions was that peace should
be established in this world. Mahatmaji was teaching the same religion
to the world. So they should all follow him and free India, with the
weapon of non-violent satyagraha and if they did this, they would not
only free their own country, but wouM contribute greatly to world peace
and prosperity.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 3846/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay,

1st August 1930.

Dear Mr. Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 3829/H/3717, dated the 31st July
1930.
1
I attach a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin of the 31st for your
information.
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On the 31st picketing of
below : —
A ward
B ward
C and D wards
E ward
F ward
G ward

liquor

shops

No. of shops
6
13
26
28
49
32

..

was

continued as

Male pickets
6
13
32
25
59
33

detailed

Female pickets
•

•

•

•

35
15
•

•

•

•

All toddy shops in he city have been closed today as the licens
expired yesterday.
The following are the figures of arrests and convictions in connection
with the picketing of foreign cloth shops in the Fort : —
Date of arrest

No. of pending cases

30-7-30
Date of
arrest
31-7-30

9
No. of arrests
19

No. of convictions
on 31-7-30
9 to 4 months' R.I.

No. of convictions
on 31-7-30
15 to 4 months'R.I.

Pending for
1-8-30
4
1

With a view to preventing the transport by rail of foreign cloth ,
Congress volunteers were sent out yesterday to picket at the gates of the
B. B. & C. 1. Railway goods shed at Carnac Bunder and the G. I. P.
Railway goods shed at Wadi Bunder. About 12 volunteers were posted
at the former place and about 15 at the latter. They prevented the carts
containing foreign cloth bales from going into the sheds. About 15 of
them were arrested. Six of them were convicted and sentenced to
4 months' rigorous imprisonment and the cases of the rest are pending.
At Carnac Bunder about 10 volunteers were seen in the morning but they
left the place on being assured by the coolies that they would not unload
the carts.
Picketing was also carried on all day yesterday at Crawford Market,
Holi Chakla, Bunder Gate, Bohra Bazaar, Masjid Bunder Road, Chakla
Street, Katha Bazaar, Bhajipala Lane, Kalbadevi Road, Girgaon Road,
Sheikh Memon Street, Lamington Road, Falkland Road, Haines Road,
Mazagaon, Poibavdi, Reay Road and Dadar.
The Working Committee of the Congress met again yesterday and
resumed their discussions. Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru and Abul Kalam
Azad, who came yesterday morning, also participated in the discussions.
Strict secrecjy is maintained. It is learnt that the discussions was
centred on the following points : —
(1) Stiffening of the boycott of foreign cloth.
(2) No-tax campaign.
(3) Observance of an All-India Prisoners' Day.
(4) Boycott of colleges'.
(5) Confirming all the resolutions passed by the last meeting of the
Working Committee,
with regard to the first point the Working Committee intends to intensify
~~~*~The Congress Working Committee received instructions to intensify picketing of foreign
cloth all over Tndia.
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the picketing of foreign cloth all over India. Regarding the No-Tax
1
Campaign it is understood that all the members are in favour of launching the No-Tax Campaign in Gujarat and other places where there is an
atmosphere of complete non-violence. As regards the third point, it JS
said that the 10th of August has been fixed for observing the All-India
Prisoners' Day. The Working Committee did not pass any resolutions.
A statement is to be issued in the evening.
I attach a translation of a Marathi leaflet- issued to the millworkers
by Professor Dharmanand Kosambi who has been placed in charge of the
branch of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee recently opened
for labour work in the mill area at Wahedina Building, Poibavdi. Out
of the various demands of the millworkers the Congress Committee has
accepted only the four mentioned in the leaflet. Dharmanand Kosambi
is assisted in the labour work by a few college students who have left
their studies.
Under the auspices of the Parsi Rajkiya Sabha a public meeting of
the Parsis was held in the Rialto Cinema at Lamington Road on the
evening of the 31st. About 3,000 people attended. Mr. Goshap Captain
presided. Lala Dhunichand, Vallabhbhai J. Patel, Pandit Macan Mohan
Malaviya, T. A. K. Sherwani and the president made speeches. Lala
Dhunichand said that the Punjab had so far supplied soldiers for the
British empire, but now it was giving its services to the national cause
and he himself was a soldier of the national army from the Punjab.
Vallabhbhai Patel said that they were only doing what the
late Dr. Dadabhai Naoroji had taught them to do and appealed to the
Parsis to follow his example. He did not understand how the people
could co-operate with a government which had no hesitation in carrying
on ruthless repression and had incarcerated patriots like Gandhi and
Nehru. He criticised the attitude of the Liberals and asked the people
not to be misled by the so-called peace negotiations. He then refuted
the change made against the Working Committee by the press that the
members were not unanimous on the question of the boycott of the
legislatures. Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya said that after his long
experience of the legislatures he was the most disillusioned man in the
country todav he repented having wasted his time. He said that it
was a national crime to enter the legislatures where no reason or
argument had any effect. He said that if the people carried out the
movement as they had been doing so far, he was sure that Swaraj would
be achieved within a few months. The proceedings terminated after
passing a resolution condemning the attitude of the management of the
Sir Cowsji Jehangir Hall in refusing to give the hall for the meeting.
Under the auspices of the Congress Muslim Party a public meeting was
held on the Dongri Maidan last night. Dr. Rajab Ali Patel presided.
About 5,000 people, including 2,000 Mussalmans, were present. Vallabhbhai Patel Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, T. A. K. Sherwani and Haji
Noor Mahomed Ahmed made speeches appealing to the audience to prei
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No-'ax campaign launched in Gujarat was symbolic of involvement of rural misses
in the freedom struggle.
* Enclosure not reproduced.

357
a success.
Muslim
VailabhWiai Patel regretted the absence ot ADul Kaiam Azact owing 10
indisposition. He said that he did not maKe any distinction between a
Hindu and Muhammadan. Abbas lyebji and imam baneb Joa-Vvazir
were his great friends in the political world. He said that the Working
Committee had resolved to boycott the legislatures to avoid any split
between the Hindus and the Mussalmans in the iuture. bandit Maaan
Mohan Malaviya made a lengthy speech in Urdu describing the various
ways, in which India was being exploited by the present system OL
and pointed out that the ruler of no countrv in the world
unlimited
of India. He cited the various ordinances passed by him (Viceroy) in
support of his argument. The people of India, he said, would enjoy
prosperity only when they had political power in their own hands. He
then explained the degradation they had suffered in the present regime ;
their national flag was pulled down ; their Gandhi caps were banned and
the elementary rights of the people were trampled under foot. H
appealed to the people to sink their differences and remember only that
they were Indians first and Indians last, bound to carry out the Congress
r
programme, particularly that of the boycott of foreign cloth. T. A. t
Sherwani said that Islam's basic principles were liberty, fraternity and
equality and no one could be a true Mussalman if he was opposed to
the movement for freedom. He said, he could not understand the attitude of the Ali Brothers and other opponents of the Congress who advised
1
the Muslims not to join the Congress in the hope that they would be
invited to the Round Table Conference. He pointed out that if the
Mussalmans did not join the present movement and if the movement
failed, the Mussalmans would have to bear the condemnation not only
of their Hindu brethren, buit of all the Islamic countries for betraying the
cause of the country at a critical stage. He warned the Khilafat Daily
against imputing motives to and attacking the conscience of the Nationalist Muslim leaders and appealed to the Mussalmans to be with the
Hindus in the fight for freedom.
The Bombay Municipal Corporation passed yesterday a resolution
requesting the Municipal Councillors and employees to use only Swadeshi
cloth. It also passed a resolution sanctioning a grant of Rs. 2,500 to the
Congress Hospital whenever it needed the amount.
Out of the 10 mills which gave notice that they would close down
from today : (1) Asur Virji Mill, (2) Jamshed Mill, (3) Manekj
The rest have
Mill and (4^ Bomanii Petit Mill
extended the period of their notice by one month and they are working.
Six other mills, namely, (1) Gold Mohur Mill, (2) Kohinoor Mills,
(3) Satya Mills, (4) Raghu Vanshi Mill, (5) Finlay Mill and (6) Swan
Mill have put up notices today informing the workers that owing to
depression in trade the mills would be closed from 1st September 1930.
-

—

—
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Despite the opposition of Maulana Shau^at Ali and Maulana Mohemmed Ali to the
Civil Disobedience Movement, a sizeable section am 0 n? Muslims did participate in the
Movement. Th© considerable section of Muslims under the leadership of YuSuf MeheraU,
, Rahman
Jafferbhai and Cas
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Workers' League celebrated the Anti
by taking out a ludicrous procession consisting of 8 members' from the
office o? the League in Bagha Mansion, at Lalbaug, this morning. Vasant
Khale led the procession which carried red placards, bearing the inscrip75
tions, "Down with capitalism", "Down with imperialism , "Long live
Revolution", and "Capitalism was the root cause of unemployment" and
went about Suparibaug Road, Parel Road, Elphinstone Road, DeLisle
Road, Arthur Road and returned to the office.
Batches of half a dozen Congress volunteers went round the mill area
this morning beating a bataki to the effect that all workers should appeal
to their respective managements to keep the mill open on Sunday, the 3rd
and give them a holiday on the 5th to observe Gandhi Day.
Jamiet Singh, the secretary of the Akali Dal, Bombay, has issued an
appeal in the press asking the Sikhs to come forward and join the battle
of freedora to vindicate the honour of their Gurudwara Sisgunj, Delhi.
It is reported that with a view to organising the various prabhat
feris an organisation called Akhil Bharat Prabhat Feri Sangh has been
started at the Congress House.
In celebration of the Tilak Anniversary Day the national flag was
hoisted this morning on the cremation ground at Chaupatty. 100
Congress volunteers and 40 Hindustani Seva
Dal lady volunteers
attended the ceremony under the supervision of Dr. N. S. Hardikar and
Mrs. Ramibai Kamdar. A number of prabhat feris visited the place and
paid homage to the deceased patriot by going round the cremation
ground and singing national songs.
I attach a copy of letter written by me to Mrs. Hansa Mehta in
connection with ithe evening procession going to the Fort
I also attach a cutting from the Free Press Journal of the 1st giving a
report of the conclusions arrived at by the committee of inquiry
appointed in connection with the Visapur Jail.
K. J. PETIGARA,
for Commissioner of Police.

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF POLICE
No. 3840 of 1930.
A/320
From,
The Commissioner of Police,
Bombay.
To,
The President,
Bombay Provincial Congress Committee,

BOMBAY

Bombay.
Bombay, 1st August 1930.
Dear Madam,
Tt has been publicly announced that a procession under the auspices of
the Satyagraha Committee will take place today, the 1st August, in
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connection with the Tilak Anniversary celebrations, starting from
Chaupatty and passing via Sandhurst Road, Girgaum Back Road,
Bhuleshwar, Princess Street, Dhobi Talao, Cruickshank Road, Hornby
Road, Flora Fountain, Esplanade Road to the Esplanade Maidan.
Under the powers invested in me under section 23 (1) (b) of the City
of Bombay Police Act, 1902, I beg to inform you that the procession
should be taken on to the Esplanade Maidan when it reaches Cruickshank
Road instead off proceeding along Hornby Road amd Esplanade Road.
Yours faithfully,
D. HEALY,
Offg. Commissioner of Police.
FREE PRESS JOURNAL
1st August 1930,
REPORT OF COMMITTEE OF INQUIRY ON \LbAi u k JAIL.-Near midnight on Thursday, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, Acting Congress
President, released to the press, the report of the Commitilee of Inquiry
1
into the conditions; of the Visapur prison . The Committee consisted of
Messrs Moolraj Karsondas, Balubhai T. Desai, Mr. M. B. Veikar and
Seth Vithaldas Bhagvandas.
The committee state that 'this manner of housing people is totally
inhuman*. Over 1100 citizens who are all satyagrahi prisoners are
huddled together in barracks in conditions which are 'sources of no small
torture'. Dysentry and diarrhoea are widely prevalent. The jail compound
is infested with scorpions and centipodes. The discipline governing the
answering of call of nature are 'inhuman and barbarous'. The diet is
full of dirt and uneatable. Wardens assault prisoners without provocation and also indulge in coarse abuses. Lathis have been freely used.
Facilities for religious worship are not given and Muslims resent the same
keenly.
Following are the conclusions of the committee: —
1. The jail is situated in an unhealthy place where ordinary human
habitation would be fraught with grave danger to health.
2. The provision for shelter and accommodation is totally
inadequate and results in herding together of human beings almost like
the proverbial sardines.
3 The facilities allowed for ordinary call of nature apart from
being humiliating and disgusting are inadequate and during times
when prisoners are locked up a source of acute discomfort.
4, The bathing and washing arrangements are an absolute eyewash
and are insanitary and are the cause of widespread skin trouble.
5. The clothing mainly one suit of clothes and a single blanket which
has to serve both as bedding and covering apart from being insufficient is
grossly insanitary and shows the callous indifference of the officials.
1

Freedom fighjers imprisoned in the Visapur prison were tortured in an inhuman and
cruel manner. The report of Congress Committee of Inquiry released to the press by the
Congress Acting Prescient Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel is quite revealing and a source of information about the ill-treatment of freedom fighters.
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The clothing supplied is below
manual.
6. J he food ordinarily supplied is unlit for human consumption
#nd has led to widespread illness.
7. The medical relief attorded is of the scantiest nature even beiow
the provisions made in the jail manual.
8. The treatment of the prisoners is only an essay in terrorism.
9. The presence of snakes and other venomous insects presents siicn
danger to life as should compel any civilized Government to remove the
prisoners to a healthier and safe place.
The Committee record their sense of gratitude to Sir Earnest Hotson
for the facilities accorded to them to visit the Visapur prison and to study
the conditions for themselves.
OVERNIGHT DEMONSTRATION
Congress demonstration on the 2nd August
was particularly
spectacular. The demonstrators, thousands in number, staged an overnight dharna near Bori Bunder. Several processions joined them
throughout the night, and particularly after 3-30 a.m., leaders like
Vallabhblmi Patel. Dr. N. S. Hardikar, T. A. K. Sherwani,
Maulana Azad, Kamala Nehru. Madan Mohan Malaviya, Jaifamdas
Dowlatram and Lala Dhunichand, sat down with the demonstrators, and
were ultimately arrested on the spot the next morning. The Police
indulged in cruel lathi-charge and harsh treatment. Nearly 250 were
either injured or maimed within 15 minutes. {Also see below Bombay
Congress Bulletin of 6 August).
Editor
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CONFIDENTIAL
HEAD POLICE OFFICE
No, 3884/H/3717
Bombay, 2nd August 1930
Dear Mr. Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 3846/H/3717, dated the 1st August
1930.
I attach (1) a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin of the 1st,
1
(2) a copy of the Revolt of the 30th July and (3) a copy of the
Congress Bulletin of date.
On the 1st picketing of liquor shops was continued as detailed below:
No. of shops
»

•

•

Male pickets

•

Female pickets

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

C and D wards .,
4
8
..
E ward
8
3
.. ,
5
F ward
G ward
5
6
. - . • • '
Owing to the expiry of their licenses only 9 toddy shops mostly owned
by Parsis were opened and these were picketed by the Cbngress
volunteers.
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

<

•

•

Enclosure not reproduced.
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• The following are the figures of arrests and convictions in connection
with the picketing of foreign cloth shops in the Fort :
Date of arrest
31-7-30

No. of cases pending
4

No. of cjnvictioas
on 1-8-30
3 to 4 months' R. J.
1 to 3 months' S. 1.

Date oi
arrest
1-8-30
r

No. of
arrests
10

No. of convictions
on 1-8-30
4 to 4 months' R. I.
2 to 4 monilis' S. 1.
2 to 3 months* S. I.

Pending for
2-8-30
2

Picketing was also carried on yesterday at Crawford Market, Bazaar
Gate, Masjid Bunder Road, Chakla Street, Katha Bazaar, Carnac Koaa,
lihendy Bazaar, Girgaum, Kalbadevi Road, Falkland Road, Null Bazaar,
Lammgton Road, Haines Road, Lalbaug, Poibavdi and Dadar.
J he 9 persons who werfc arrested for picketing at Carnac Bunder and
whose cases were pending, were convicted and sentenced to 4 months'
rigorous imprisonment each on the 1st August. The mukadams and the
hernials working in the Goods Yard have resolved not to do any loading
or unloading work for a week as a protest against the arrest of the
Congress volunteers. Some of the dealers who wanted to despatch their
goods made their own arrangements for loading and they experienced i o
difficulty. There was no picketing today or yesterday at the Wadi
Bunder or the Carnac Bunder Goods Yards.
1
In celebration of Anti-Imperialist Day the Young Workers' League
held a meeting on the maidan opposite the Dinshaw Petit Mill, Lalbaug
on August ls>t. About 800 workers attended. R. M. Jambhekar presided.
The president said that the meeting was held to celebrate AntiImperialist Day which was being observed all over the world. He
asked them not to join the Congress which was fighting for freedom for
the capitalists and not for the workers and peasants. Vasant Khale and
N. S. Desai appealed to the workers over 25 years of age to join the
Young Workers' League which he said was founded by S. V. Ghate.
Sadashiv Jobber, G. L. Kandalkar and Atmaram Babu said that the
Girni Kamgar Union had no connection with the Young Workers' League
and warned the workers not to join it as it was based on revolutionary
principles. They appealed to the workers to strengthen the Girni
Kamgar Union and join the Congress. After the meeting about 75
workers headed by R. M. Jambhekar, Vasant Khale and N. S. Desai
went along Suparibaug Road., Parel Road, Elphinstone Road, DeLisle Road,
Currey Road, carrying placards with revolutionary slogans and dispersed
near the office of the League.
1

Eminent Communists of Bombay were still confined in Jail in connection with the
Meerut Conspiracy trial since 20 March 1929. The following among Communist ranks were
left out : B. T. Ranadive, S. G. Patkar, S. G. Sardesai, G. L. Kandalkar, S. V. Deshpande, Dr. G. Y. Chitnis, R. K. Bhogale, M. R. Shetty, A. N. Shetty , B. D . Parab,
D. K.Bedekar, Usha Dange, V. H. Joshi, Charles Mascarenhas etc. Leaders like B. T.
Ranadive opposed the participation cf workers in the Civil Disobedience
Movement,
leaders
N
s
like vasant Khale, R . M . Jambhekar, G,L. Kandalkar and - - Desai appealed workers
to support the movement.
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About 3-30 p.m., yesterday about a thousand Congress volunteers
assembled at Chaupatty where Mrs. Hansa Mehta and P. R. Lele offered
flowers near the spot where B. G. Tilak was cremated. P. R. Lele made
a short speech pointing out the signifiance of the Tilak Anniversary and
eulogised his services to the country. The volunteers then formed
themselves into a procession headed by Mrs. Hansa Mehta, P. R. Lele
S. D. Palekar, Ramakant Mehta and Jaswant Vaidya (the captain of
the satyagraha volunteers) and went along Sandhurst Road, Girgaum
Back Road, Bhuleshwar, Kalbadevi Road, Cruickshank Road carrying
national flags and singing national songs. Along the route, Pandit
Malaviya and his son Govind Malaviya joined the procession which
was about 5,000 to 7,000 strong when it reached Cruickshank Road,
At the junction of Cruickshank Road with Hornby Road the procession
stopped, when confronted with the police cordon. After some discussion
Pandit Malaviya asked the processionists to sit on the ground. They
passed the time singing national songs and shouting Congress slogans.
Large crowds collected in the vicinity and at about 10-30 p.m. the
police had to disperse the crowd. In the stampede about a dozen people
fell down and received slight injuries. The processionists stayed on the
road the whole night. Vallabhbhai, J. Patel, Dr. N. S. Hardikar, Abul
Kalam Azad, T. A. K. Sherwani, Mrs. Kamala Nehru, Jairamdas Dowlatram and Lala Dhunichand visited the Satyagrahis at night and sat down
with them. There were about 50 ladies. At about 3-30 a.m., several
prabhat feris came along and joined the processionists. I had a consultation with the Honourable Member at about 6-45 a.m., at about
7 a.m. I informed Pandit Malaviya and Vallabhbhai J. Patel that the
processionists were blocking Cruickshank Road and that they would
have to get off the road. Vallabhbhai said he would see that one-third
of the road only would be occupied. I told him I could not agree to
that and that the whole road must be cleared. As he dissented to that,
I formally asked the leaders who were present to disperse, and then on
their disobeying the order, placed under arrest the following :—Vallabhr
bhai J. Patel, Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, T. A. K. Sherwani,
Jairamdas Dowlatram, Dr. N. S. Hardikar, S. D. Palekar, Ramakant
Mehta, K. J. Narayan Iyer, H. Venkateshwaram, and sent them to the
Esplanade lock-up. 43 ladies were also taken to the Esplanade Police
Station in a lorry, and all except four of them named Mrs. Ratanben
Mehta, Miss Maniben Patel, Mrs. Harnam Kaur and Mrs. Amrit Kaur
were later allowed to go home. After the ladies were removed, I
ordered Jaswant Vaidya, M. T. Khandvalla and K. J. Narayan Iyer to
take away their volunteers. I also asked Narayen Iyer to explain to
the other processionists that I was going to disperse them by force and
that they were at liberty to go away if they liked. Most of the crowd,
except about 100 to 150 volunteers, left the road. A lathi charge was
then made and the volunteers were dispersed in a few minutes. By
9 a.m., quiet was restored. It has been ascertained from the Congress
Hospital that about 275 people were injured out of whom 171 were
retained in the Congress Hospital. I do not believe these figures to be
correct. Many of these are likely to be discharged by this evening. The
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arrested persons have been put up before the Chief Presidency Magis*
trate under section 143 I. P. Code.
Two volunteers picketing the foreign cloth shop of Ismaiiji Currimbhoy and Co., at Sheikh Memon Street, are reported to have been
assaulted by the shopkeepers yesterday, and removed to the Congress
Hospital. Another volunteer was assaulted by a shopkeeper in old
Hanuman Lane
Working
but they did not pass any resolution nor have they issued any statement
to the press. The deliberations were adjourned to enable the members
to take part in the Tilak procession.
Yesterday evening under the auspices of the Nationalist Christian
Party, Vailabhbhai J. Patel addressed a meeting of the Indian Christians
at Sir Cowasji Jehangir Hall. Miss I. Dickinson presided over an
audience of about 900 people. I attach a cutting from the Bombay
Chronicle of the 2nd giving a report of the proceedings.
The news of the arrests of the leaders soon spread over the city and
Congress volunteers went about in motor lorries asking the shopkeepers
to close their shops. Some Congress volunteers also appealed to the millhands to come out. There is a partial hartal in the city today and many
of the schools and colleges were closed. All the mills started work as
usual this morning except the Sir Shapurji Bharucha group and the
closed down. 26 mills are
Mills
working. Some stones were thrown at the Police near the Jam Mill
Mo. 1, at Lalbaug but nobody was injured. At about 9 a.m., about 2,000
workers went in procession to the Congress House with national and red
flags, shouting revolutionary slogans. It was led by Sadashiv Jobber,
R. B. Neherkar and T. V. Patil. After halting at the Congress House for
some time they went to the Esplanade Maidan.
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized in Bombay :
Date
31-7-30
31-7-30
31-7-30
31-7-30
31-7-30

..
..
..
..
..

1-8-30
1-8-30

h.

..

Police station
Princess Street
Pydhoni
Lamington Road
..
Do.
Do.
Do.
Maharbouri

..

No. of Copies
2 Congress Bulletins.
2 Congress Bulletins.
2 Congress Bulletins.
29 Young India.
92 Cartoons.
2 Congress Bulletins.
H Revolt in Urdu.

gainst Vailabhbhai Patel and the others has been adjourned
Monday. The accused were offered bail, but as they refused to sign
bail bonds, they have been detained in custody.
K. J. PETIGARA
for Commissioner

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
Bombay, 1st August 1930.
No. 87.
VISAPUR TERROR.— The report of the gentlemen who went to
kannr in stiidv the conditions in the Visapur Jail has been released for

•

Ill

3,64

1

fc

publication. Their conclusions arrived at after a thorough inquiry and
dispassionate survey are so revolting to any sense of human consciousness
that it staggers the very process of thought.
Picture a deserted holJow 10 miles away from any semblance of othe*
venomous things, and where now thrives too, the more venomous poison
of British brutality. There in sheds unprotected from the cold blasts that
sweep down the Deccan plains are 1,100 of our comrades whose offence
was (o pick up a few grains of salt or to request their countrymen not
to buy foreign cloth. There with but one suit that more stinks than
clothes, with just a blanket to cover as to be a bedding, with food too
loathsome for touch even, are huddled together the very flower of this
land. And to watch over them are placed the very grim incarnate beings
of terror. They beat and assault, they starve and fetter as it pleases
their brutal whims. The food given are but accessories to murder than
a form of nourishment. And as with dysentry and diarrhoea they suffer
tortures and criesi for but permission to relieve themselves, all that
answers their agonied calls are the mocking echoes from the hills for
Britain's civilization demands that you must have a doctor's certificate if
you want to answer the calls of nature. Is there anything more inhuman
in the records of terrorism?
VISAPUR PRISONERS ON HUNGER STRIKE.—As a protest
against the inhuman and revolting treatment meted out to them at Visapur
some of the prisoners have gone on hunger strike. Sjt. Tapidas has been
on hunger strike for the last 18 days. He is kept in a solitary cell and
his condition is reported to be serious.
Citizens, who too believe in freedom, can you remain unmoved. They
who lie in agony at Visapur are young men of culture, education. Many
of them are graduates, some of more than of 10 years standing. Hundreds
of them come from the very highest station in life. There in Yisapui
are men who have given in charity sums of 10 lacs and over. There in
that nightmare of a place are hundreds of young men who but yesterday
r
w ere [in] college corridors . . . These young men are now tasting
the bitter fruits of terrorrism. Have you no remedy friends ? Will you
not hasten to the one voice that calls you to end this barbarism ? Will
you not rally round the Congress and with your hearts crush the power
of Britain's Empire that is today desecrates the face of humanity ?
There are more woesome tales to tell. But' why narrate to a world
that talks of peace and reconcilation ! What reconcilation can there be
with men whose pride is their prowess to murder by slow torture ? We
that remain behind have our minds steeled. They who are our comrades
and are of our very blood are being insulted and tortured because they
believed in the Freedom of their Motherland.
•

•

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
Bombay, 2nd August 1930.
t<o. 88.
ON L OKMANYA'S ANNIVERSARY.—The expected has come
about. Alter the ban of the Tilak anniversary procession, the Bombay

1
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citizens fiocked at the Tilak Samadhi on Chaupatty, where ten years ago
was cremated the Hero of India.
* At Bori Bunder the authorities, under the influence of a silly whim
stopped the procession. The satyagrahis squatted down.
At 7 O'clock this morning those members of the Working Committee
who were present in the procession this morning were arrested. So also
was the V/ar Council of the B. P. C. C. including our editor Sjt. Babubhai
Zaveri. Soon after 500 non-violent satyagrahis lay wounded victims ot
the lathis again.
The Government has thought fit that repression should continue,
what is your quota in the general sacrifice of the nation ?
*

BOMBAY CHRONICLE
2nd August 1930.
SARDAR VALLABHBHATS ADDRESS TO CHRISTIANS.—The
Indian Christian community of Bombay demonstrated their sympathy
and support to the national movement by attending in large numbers the
meeting organised under the auspices of the Nationalist Christian Party
at Sir C. J. Hall to hear Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. The hall and the
balcony were fully packed. Among those present were Mrs. Jawaharlal
Nehtu (Kamaladevi), Mr. Mathuradas Tricumji and some other members
of the Congress Working Committee, besides Mr. Terence Nunes,
Mrs. Haliliday, Miss C. Felline and some English ladies. Miss Ida
Dikinson presided. The meeting was on the occasion of Tilak anniversary.
MR. ALWA WELCOMES SARDAR.—Mr. Joachim Aiwa, Secretary of
the Christian Nationalist Party, in welcoming Sardar Vallabhbhai said
that this was the first occasion that a Congress President was addressing
an exclusive meeting of Indian Christians. For such a gathering there
was no better person to preside than Miss Ida Dickinson who was the
first European in India to protest against the Government repression by
resigning her seat in the imbecile Council.
SARDAR GARLANDED.—The Sardar and Miss Dickinson were then
offered garlands of yarn amidst applause.
Miss Dickinson in commencing the proceedings expressed her great
admiration for Sardar Vallabhbhai. She said that patriotism was greater
thin nationalism and expressed one's deep love for the children of the
soil. Its practical expression was Swadeshi which was not merely an
economic movement but a philosophy of living a creed which believed in
the possibilities of one's country. She used to derive great pleasure by
including in her meals the vegetables and fruits of her own garden. The
same satisfaction and pride was derived by using things made in one's
own country.
SARDAR OVATED.—The Sardar who was greeted with an enthusiatic
ovation said he felt greatly embarrassed by having to speak in a foreign
language with which he was not well acquainted (laughter). Although he
had learnt the language years ago, he was trying to forget it for the last
15 vears. He considered it a proud privilege to make their acquaintance.
CHRISTIANITY AND INDIA.—Christianity, he said, shines in India
and other countries by such noble examples as that of Miss Dickinson.
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Coming to the subject, the Sardar said he realised the peculiar
circumstances and difficulties in which they were placed, difficulties which
were not of their choice and not of their making. They had tried to
come nearer and closure to us, he said. He had known Indian
Christians in the villages. He knew how they felt what it is to be
an Indian Christian. Thousands of them were converted from Hinduism
to save themselves from starvation. But after conversion they find themselves treated worse than they were as Hindus. The Christian missionaries
who converted them denied them equality in marriage, in service and
various other respects. But to whom could they complain ?
MINORITIES NEED NOT FEAR.—Those who opposed Swaraj for
India put it on the ground that the interests of the minorities were not
safe in the hands of the majority the Hindus. But he reminded them of
the Lahore Congress resolution that no settlement would be acceptable
to the Congress which did not satisfy the minorities. Every honest Indian
was convinced that the minority would not have confidence in the
majority community till the hand is removed that divided them and created
suspicion between them.
WHAT IS INDIAN CHRISTIAN'S OWN.—The Sardar then went on to
deal with Swadeshi. " The garlands that you gave me", he said, " are
perhaps more eloquent of the value of Swadeshi than any speech of
mine. The poverty of this country could only be removed by threads
of the garland. Almost all their daily requirements of life were of
foreign manufacture. The only thing that is not foreign is your skin."
(laughter) That is why you are Indian Christians and cannot claim
equality with European Christians. That is why they were placed in
a difficult situation, because they were Indians. Could they say that their
country was anywhere else than in India ?
BE TRUE CHRISTIANS.—" Today I ask you to search within ", said
the Sardar, " I do ask you to do anything that is not Christian. I am
onlv asking you to do what the best of Christians had done, what Christ
had done " If they wanted to follow Christ, they must try to relieve the
miseries of the starving millions of India. The greatest problem of India
was the appalling poverty of the people. And the only man who had
solved it was Mahatma Gandhi who after fifteen years of faith and
suffering had concerted millions who did not believe in the charkha.
CHARKHA AND SWORD.—The hand that handles the charkha is
more powerful than the hand that handlesi the sword. This was
demonstrated in Guntur where the charkha and Gandhi caps were so
dreaded that the Collector had prohibited them. It is this power of the
charkha which Mahatma Gandhi had been preaching all these years for
relieving the poverty of the people. That was why that man in Yeravada
Jail was recognised, as a better Christian than most Christians. Some of
the best Christians had given their testimony that if today there was one
man nearer to God than others, it was Gandhi.
If you believe in Swadeshi, said the Sardar, I appeal to vou in the
name of all that is sacred to take to spinning at least half an hour a day.
Convert your life, change vour outlook. Meet the poor Indian Charistians
in the villages. Then you will understand why Mahatma Gandlr is preach-
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ing spinning. It is a peculiar spectacle that the man who is nearer to
Christ than anybody else is being sacrificed by those who prefer to be
Christians. I appeal to you to study his life and teachings and see
wlielher Christianity teaches anything else.
Concluding the Sardar assured the Indian Christians that their interests
were as safe in the hands of the Congress as in the honds of Charist If,
however, they felt any doubt, the Congress would be prepared to surrender
everything to them.
Mr. I. Kuriappan then proposed a vote of thanks to the Sardar,
Miss Dickinson and the Congress Working Committee members who
attended the meeting. He said that Gandhi was the living symbol of the
sacrificed master of the Indian Christians who would be prepared to
fight the last drop of their blood for their country's honour and freedom.
1
Mr. Charles Mascarenhas , seconding the vote, said that the occasion
was a red-letter day in the history of the Indian Christians. They had
the Working Committee in their midst, embracing the new child of the
Congress, the Nationalist Christian Party.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 3897/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 4th August 1930

My dear Collins,
i n continuation of my D.O. No. 3884/H/3717, dated the 2nd August
1930.
On the 2nd picketing of liquor shops was continued as detailed
below: —
No. of shops
A ward
B ward
C and D wards
E ward
F ward
G ward
And of the 3rd —
A ward
B ward
C and D wards
E ward
F ward
G ward
•

•

Male pickets
•

Female pickets

•

•

5

6

5

6

5

6

7

7

4

4

•

The following are the figures of arrests and convic
with the picketing of foreign cloth shops in the Fort:
Date of arrest
1-8-30 ..
Date cf
arrest
2-8-30

No. of
arrests
6

connection

No. pending
No. of convictions on 2-8-30
2 to 4 months' R. I.
2
No. of convictions
Pending
on 2-8-30
6 to 4 months' R. I.
Nil
•

•

1 Charles Mascarenhas started his political career as a Communist, but he soon joined
the party of M. N. Roy. He was one cf the eminent Royists.

*
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Many cloth shops were closed on account of the arrest of the Congress
leaders. The few that opened on Haines Road, Carnac Road and Bhendy
Bazaar were picketed by Congress volunteers on Saturday and Sunday.
On the evening of the 2nd a public meeting was held in the Haiai
Bhatia Mahajanwadi on Kalbadevi Road to congratulate the Congress
leaders airested that morning and to condemn the alleged police excesses
on the processionists. P. R. Lele, who presided over an audience of about
1,500 persons, described the consequences of the ban on the Tilak
anniversary day procession and regretted that he and Mrs. Hansa Mehta
were not present when the arrests were made. Umashankar Dixit said
the use of the lathis showed that there was no change of heart on the
part of the government. At this stage Abul Kalam Azad, Deep Narayan
Singh and Lala Dhunichand arrived at the meeting. They made speeches
condemning the police excesses on the peaceful satyagrahis and paying
tribute to the merchants and people of Bombay who carried on the
Congress programme successfully. They pointed out that without sutlering and sacrifice no victory could be achieved, and the people should not
wait for the outcome of the peace negotiations but should go on with
the Congress programme.
A meeting of about 200 Anavils was held at the Marwadi Vidyalaya
Hall on the evening of the 2nd. Dr. Jinabhai Desai presided. The
1
president, Morarji R. Desai (who resigned the post of Deputy Collector),
and Kooverji Vithalbhai Mehta made speeches exhorting the Anavils to
play their part in the present movement.
On the night of the 2nd, information was received by the Byculla
Police Station that about 200 persons who marched in procession from
the direction of Ghorupdeo towards Frere Bunder put out the lights along
the route. From the inquiries made it appears to be the work of a
notorious bully named Keshav Borkar and his gang. One Gopal Mom
Jadhav, a millhand hasi been arrested and bailed out pending the result
of the inquiries. Keshav Borkar is being searched for. The gas lamps
were re-lit soon after.
A meeting of about 1,500 workers was held on the Esplanade Maidan
on the 2nd to protest against the arrests of the Congressi leaders. Sadashiv
Jobber presided. The president, Mansingrao Jagtap and B. N. Taralkar
made speeches protesting against the arrest of the Congress leaders and
condemning the alleged excesses of the Police. The president pointed
out that the workers were non-violent because of the Congress creed.
Under the auspices of the Ginii Kamgar Union about 1,500 miilhands
held a meeting on the maidan in front of the Dinshaw Petit Mills, Lalbaug,
R. B. Neherka,r presided, The president, V. K. Tawde, Abdul Majid,
Sadashiv Jobber, Y. K. Godse and G. L. Kandalfor made speeches
protesting against the arrest of the Congress leaiers and complimenting
the workers on their observing non-violence on that day in spite of the
assaults on the satyagrahis! by the police. They advised the workers to
carry on the Congress programme.
Morarji Desai, a great Ganjhian, became Prime Minister of Intfia in 1977.
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The partial hartal in the city continued on Sunday. From the early
hours of the morning a number ot prabhat feris including that of the
Khojas, went about in various localities. They sang the usual songs and
went round the national flags hoisted at different centres.
About 700 to 800 children of the Vanar Sena paraded on the Gowalia
Tank Maid an yesterday morning. They were then taken in tramcars to
Pydhonie from where they proceeded to the Bullion Exchange Hall at
Shaikh Memon Street and given sweets.
In the afternoon of the 3rd, a meeting of about 300 persons was held
in the G Ward at Dhuru's Wadi, Mahim. Mrs. Shantabai Vengasarkai
presided. She, G. S. Kanthi, T. R. Naravane, Mrs. Venubai Apte, Mrs.
Kamalabai Prabhu and others made speeches asking the people to boycott foreign goods, liquor, tea, tobacco, etc. and to carry on the Congress
programme. After the meeting the audience marched in procession to
Tilak Bridge via Prabhadevi, Bhavanishankar Road and Dadar Road
where they dispersed.
A meeting of about 500 millhands was held at Fergusson Road on the
evening of the 3rd. G. L. Kandalkar presided. Sadashiv Jobber, R. 3.
Neherkar, Sunder P. Kabadi and Abdul Majid made speeches asking the
workers to leave the capitalists! alone for the present, to carry on propaganda against imperialism and to support the Congress.
A procession organised by the Parsi members of the A Ward District
Congress Committee started from the Shapurji Chakla Street yesterday
evening. About 4,000 persons including 700 Parsi ladies and 1,500 men,
took part in the procession which was headed by Dr. K. K. Dadachandji
and Mrs. Goshap Captain. National flags and posters bearing the inscriptions, " Rise to the nation's call", " Boycott British Goods ", " Boycott the
bankruptcy loan", " British's trade is traitor's trade" and " Boycott the
Wimco Matches" were carried. They shouted slogans such as " Boycott
British Goods", " Boycott J ante Jamshed",
" Boycott Times oj
India", " Inquilab Zindabad" etc. The procession marched to the
statue of the late Dadabhai Naoroji on Hornby Road and garlanded it.
Two Congress flags were put on the statue by some of the Parsis. The
procession then visited the several localities in the Fort area and after
unfurling the flag at the A Ward District Congress Committee's office,
the procession came to Bazaar Gate and dispersed. There was no band
with the piocession.
Under the auspices of the Akhil Karnatak Sabha, a meeting was held
at Blavatsky Lodge yesterday evening. About 175 persons attended.
Professor Dharmanand Kosambi presided. The president, M. R. Desai,
Mrs. Sitabai Padbidri, Narayanrao Kulkarni and A. T. Shaikh made
speeches in support of resolutions : (1) inviting all Karnatakis to join the
Akhil Karnatak Sabha and support the Congress movement; (2) condemning the savage sentences passed on the Sholapur Martial Law convicts ; and (3) urging the boycott of all British goods and the encouragercent of Swadeshi goods.
The oartial hartal continues today. Vithalbhai J. Patel arrived this
morning from Delhi,
*

*

A-115—24-A.
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The case against the Congress leaders and others was' completed today
and judgement was reserved till Monday next, the 11th. The accused
have teen sent to Arthur Road Prison. Pandit Malaviya requested the
Court to call the Home Member as witness. As the Home Member was
not in Bombay, I was recalled and questioned about the discussion that
took place between us before I proceeded to disperse the procession.
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized in Bombay on
the 3rd : —
Police station
Princess Street
..
Gamdevi
Lamington Road
Lamington Road

..

..

..
..

No. of copies
1 Navajivan.
10 Congress Bulletins.
3 Posters
24 Congress B'H^tins.

I attach a copy of a new unauthorised publication entitled The
Revolution Bulletin, dated the 3rd, edited by one Tulsi Javeri who is
not known to us.
Gandhi Day will be observed tomorrow. The mills are likely to be
closed. The Bombay Provincial Congress Committee is going to take
a takli procession from the Congress House to Kalbadevii Road. The
other District Congress Committees will rold processions in the morning
In the evening there will be a mass meeting probably on the Esplanade
Maidan.
The Working Committee is reported to have drafted about 14 resolutions confirming many of the resolution of the last Working Committee.
These resolutions will be shown to Vallabhbhai before they are released
for publication.
REVOLUTION BULLETIN
No. 1.
3rd August 1930.
No question is ever settled until it is settled right. The apostles of
peace may go from jail to jail with baskets and baskets of frtiits and files
and files of letters., the sage of Sabarmati may listen to this one and that
one, consult Nehru the son, and Nehru the father, but let these great
people remember that the nation as such wants nothing ^hort of complete
Independence.
Let all those who are anxious to settle the question remember first
of all what the question is. The question does not deal either with
eleven points or four points it is simply this decent living v/ages of
every individual in India. It is certain that this question can never be
settled as long as a foreign nation hovers over us as a vulture hovers
its prey.
?
If the Congress stands for the people, if its creed is " Justice \ if it
really desires freedom for India, let it without wasting any more time
make the present movement a mass movement. That is the only weapon
the government dreads. The working classes have suffered the most,
hence, if they are organized and made to plunge into the struggle they
would die before they came back again to have the very sweat of their
brow turned into gold for the benefit of others.
A-115-24-B.
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Let those who are so keen to go to the Round Table Conference
remember that Lalaji bore the lathi blows, so that each blow may serve
(he purpose of a nail in the coffin of British Imperialism.
Let Gandhiji before he settles anything remember that Jatindranath Das
and other young men have given their very lives, so that their countrymen
mav know true Freedom.
*

*

•

*

The heroic volunteers of the Congress and the brave citizens of Bombay
who squatted on the ground, without any food, without any shelter from
rain, while the White sergeants rested turn by turn in Victoria Terminus,
were at last rewarded for their burning patriotism in the morning.
Thousands of citizens kept awake for the whole night whilst lacs of
them came and went back to their homes inspired by the unique scene.
Brave sisters sat throughout the night singing National hymns whilst the
ambulance cars waited for devil to start his work. At day break
Danial Healy came and with his other collegues of British Imperialism
picked out the leaders and the ladies. Then the devil was let loose
and brave citizens fell to the ground struck by the deceased.
SERGEANTS AND THE PILLI PAGRI.—The Congress hospital is
full of the patriots of Bombay. A decisive victory for the Congress.
The second lady commander-in-chief is arrested today. What is
Bombay's answer to this challenge ? Friends of Sapru and Jaykar in
Bombay if you really feel for your country leave aside the talk of
Round Table Conference in Peace Mission and rally round the Congress,
The agents of Government whose business is only to exploit the
country, what right have they to stop the real sons and daughters of
India from doing what the only representative institution in India directs
them to do ? By this rule of terrorism Britain is only writing out its
own death sentence. India shall refuse to deal commercially with
Britain today, it shall severe all its connection with Britain when British
Imperhlism is killed by the soldiers of freedom.
Editor—Tulsi Javeri.
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CONFIDENTIAL
HEAD POLICE OFFICE
No. 3912/H/3717.
Bombay, 5th August 1930.
Mv dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 3897/H/3717, dated the 4th August
1930.
•

I attach (1) a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin,
1
aPd (2) a copy of Revolution Bulletin of the same date.
1

Enclosures not reproduced, being unimportant.

dated the 4th
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On the 4th picketing of liquor
detailed below:
A ward
B ward
C and D wards
E ward
F ward
G ward

•

and

toddy

shops

was continued as

No. of shops

Male pickets

Female pickets

• »

Urn

• •

.

4 (toddy)
5 (toddy)

8
6

5 (liquor)

6

3

The following are the figures of arrests and convictions in connection
with the picketing of foreign cloth shops in the Fort
Date of arr ;st

No, of arrests

4-S-30

No, of convictions on 4-3-30

12

Nil.

Pending
.12

The Congress volunteers also picketed a few cloth shops which were
open at Parsi Bazaar, Bhendy Bazaar, Masjid Bunder Road, Chakla
Street, Carnac Road, Haines Road, Lalwadi and Poibavdi. With a view
to checking whether the dealers were dealing in foreign cloth a few
volunteers were posted at Kalbadevi Road. They stopped the carts
carrying bales of cloth to ascertain whether they contained foreign of
Swadeshi cloth by ripping open the bales. If they were satisfied that
the bales contained Swadeshi goods, they were allowed to pass, but if
they found foreign cloth a volunteer accompanied the cart to its destination to ascertain the name of the party to whom the bales were to be
delivered *nd then reported the matter to the Boycott Committee of the
Congress.
As a protest against the police attack on the satyagrahis on the 2nd
[he merchants of Mulji Jetha Market dealing in Swadeshi goods are
considering the question of closing their business for a month. At a
meeting held today they decided to close their business pending the result
of the case on Monday next.
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized in Bombay on the

4th :—
Police station
Princess Street
Pydhonie
Pydhonie
Lamington Road
Dc
^°*
Do
-

..

..

..

No. of copies
2 Cartoons.
27 Revolt in Gujarati.
7 Congress Bulletins,
1 Poster
234 Revolution in Gujarafi.
8 Dharasana song.
1 Revolution.

On the evening of the 4th, a public meeting of about 800 millhands
was held at Nagu Sayaji's Wadi. Sunder P. Kabadi presided.
The
president, G. L. Kandalkar, Abdul Majid and Dharmanand Kosambi
appealed to the workers to celebrate the Gandhi Day on the 5th by
observing a hartal and holding processions in the mill area.
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Another meeting of about 500 millhands was held at DeLisle Road
the same evening. R. B. Neherkar presided. Sadashiv Jobber, G. L.
Kandalkar and the president made speeches asking the people to.boycott
foreign goods and give up liquor. G. L. Kandalkar said that the labour
leaders such as S. V. Deshpande and B. T. Ranadive were harassed in
jail and that B. T. Ranadive had gone on hunger strike.
One Hargovan Lalji, a member of the prabhat feri, who took part in
the Tilak procession, died yesterday evening at the K. E. M. Hospital,
Parel, where he was removed for treatment. His funeral was attended
by about 2,000 persons this afternoon.
A committee, consisting of C. C. Chhagla, Miss Kapila Master, Taher
Kathawalla, C. M. Desai, K. M. Paymaster and Miss Freni Bhesania has
been appointed from amongst those who have left their college studies
to take part in the national movement. This committee will work in the
name of the Bombay Students' Union and will give a lead to the students
in national work.
The Bombay Corporation adjourned yesterday as a protest against the
arrest of the Congress leaders.
The Akhil Bharat Prabhat Feri Sangh have instructed all the members
of the prabhat feris to observe the following points :—•
(1) They should not start before 5 a.m.
(2) They should not sing near mosques and churches ; and
(3) They should not offer or accept coconuts, milk and sweets.
*

•

Yesterday evening about 3,000 Deccani Coolies and mukadams
working at Wadi Bunder and Carnac Bunder marched in procession from
Wadi Bunder to the Congress House shouting the usual boycott slogans.
From the Congress House they went to Chinchbunder where they
dispersed.
Today being Gandhi Day all the cloth markets and the other business
centres have closed down. The takli procession which was to have
come out from the Congress House this morning was abandoned owing
to heavy rain. The Bhuleshwar District Congress Committee carried the
photo of Gandhi in a motor car from Kalbadevi Road to the Congress
House and about 150 persons took part in the procession. About 200
people collected on the maidan opposite the K. E. M. Hospital, Parel,
this morning and after saluting the Congress flag and singing national
songs went in procession, with Gandhi's photo in a car, along Dadar
Road, Bhoiwada and Naigaum and dispersed at the F Ward District
Congress Committee office at Poibavdi. They shouted the usual slogans
along the route.
To observe Gandhi Day 20 mills were kept closed by the managements, 4 mills did not start work as the millhands absented themselves,
31 mills started work but on account of picketing and persuasion closed
after about an hour, 2 mills closed down on account of stone throwing
by the millhands. 12 mills are working. The Railway workshops are
working as usual.
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R. M. Sangamnerkar. who was prosecuted under Section 117 I. P. C.
for the speech reported by me in my daily letter dated the 10th July
was convicted and sentenced today by the Presidency Magistrate, 6th
Court, to 6 months* rigorous imprisonment
Keshav Borkar mentioned in my yesterday's letter was arrested
yesterday evening for offences under Sections 143, 149 and 431 1. P. Code.
He has been released on bail to appear before the Court of the 7th Presidency Magistrate on the 11th.
I send herewith copies of the resolutions passed by the Working
Committee of the All India Congress Committee held in Bombay from
30th July to 1st August.
RESOLUTIONS PASSED BY AICC
The Working Committee met at Shri Ram Mansion, Sandhurst Road,
Bombay, on the 30th and 31st July and 1st August 1930, under the
chairmanship of the Acting President Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.
The
following members were present on one or more days :
(1) Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya
(2) Maulana Abul Kalam Azad
(3) Shrimati Kamala Nehru
(4) Mr. T. A. K. Sherwani
(5) Shri Mathuradas Tricumji
(6) Shri Jairamdas Doulatram
(7) Lala Dhunichand
(8) Shri Deep Narayan Singh
(9) Dr. N. S. Hardikar
The committee has adopted the following resolutions : —
(1) FUTURE PROGRAMME.—<a) Having reviewed .the progress
made by the country in regard to the various items of the programme of
civil disobedience the Working Committee congratulates the Nation on
the encouraging response, exceeding all expectations, which it has made
to the call of the Congress, appreciates the remarkable manifestation of
fearlessness and self-sacrifice shown by men and women, both young and
old, in prosecuting the campaign for freedom, notes with gratitude the
increasing participation in the present movement by all important
minorities and by the Indian mercantile community and expresses its
admiration of the spirit of non-violence demonstrated by the people
despite numerous unprovoked assaults, lathi charges, firings and other
atrocious acts, and incarceration of about twenty-five thousand men and
women. The Committee fully trusts that whatever the length of the
present struggle may be, the people will keep up their attitude of
organised but non-violent resistance and that their only answer to the
progressive repression will be increased activity and greater readiness for
sacrifice in carrying out the national programme. The Committee is
confident that all sections of the population will bear up patiently under
the temporary disorganisation of normal life resulting from the acute
situation created by the attitude of the Government towards the people
and the policy of widespread repression and lawless violence which the
Government has been pursuing and will cheerfully regard any economic
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loss which they may have individually to suffer as part of the price which
•— *- be paia lor securing the freeaom of their Motherland. Ihe Cornmittee wishes to reiterate that the strict observance of non-violence by
the people in spite of the greatest provocation is absolutely essential in
the interest of the success of the campaign and calls upon ail Congress
organisations and workers to keep this vital aspect of the national movement prominently in view and place due emphasis upon it at all times
in their propaganda.
(b) The Committee directs all Congress organisations to take steps to
carry out the following programmes in the coming months: —
(1) Boycott of foreign cloth
(2) Boycott of liquor and other intoxicants
i
(3) Boycott of central and provincial legislatures
(4) Boycott of British goods
(j5) Withdrawal of deposits in post office savings bank account and
postal cash certificates
(6) Boycott of Government loans
(7) Boycott of Government officials
(8) Publication among the police and the military of resolution
No. 6 passed by the Working Committee on 7th June 1930
(9) Disobedience of the various repressive ordinances.
(10) Preparation for and inauguration and continuance of a campaign
lor non-payment of land revenue or such other Government tax as the
provincial organisation may consider necessary and feasible
(11) wSelting up, in co-operation with the mercantile community,
arbitration boards for the purpose of dealing with the business disputes and the question of mutual payments
(12) Calling upon students of colleges to take full share in the
national straggle, even by suspending studies
(13) Withdrawal of support to British insurance, banking and shipping
concerns,
(14) Vigorous propaganda for the use of truly Swadeshi articles and
support to truly Swadeshi concerns even at a sacrifice.
The Committee expects that Congress organisations will carry out as
many of the above items as local resources will enable them to do.
(2) ELECTION TO LEGISLATURES.—In
pursuance of the
resolution passed by the Lahore Congress, urging a complete boycott at
the Central and Provincial Legislatures, and in view of the necessity
for the nation's energly and attention being concentrated on th e vigorous
continuance of the present mass movement, the Working Committee
earnestly appeals to all Indians to abstain from standing as candidates or
voting or otherwise participating, directly or indirectly, in the forthcoming
elections to the Legislatures.
The Working Committee further calls upon all Congress organisations
to take within their respective areas, alii legitimate steps including peaceful
picketing wherever necessary and feasible, with a view to dissuading
intending candidates from standing tor or seeking election and the voters
from voting, i
»

r

(3) NO-TAX CAMPAIGN IN GUJERAT.—The Committee congratulates the agriculturists of parts of Gujerat on the determination and
spirit of sacrifice with which, in the face of most heartless repression,
and consequent economic ruin, they have been prosecuting the campaign
of non-payment of taxes with undiminished vigour. The Committee trusts
that the Gujerat agriculturists, true to their former traditions, will
unflinchingly continue the resistance to the end
(4) NON-PAYMENT OF CHAUKIDARI TAX,—The Committee
congratulates the people of Bihar on the inauguration of the campaign
of non-payment of the chaukidari tax and hopes that they will continue
vigorously to pursue the programme whatever the repression they may
have to face and the sacrifices they may have to make.
The Committee notes with satisfaction, that preparations are also a foot
in parts of Bengal for the launching of a similar campaign.
(5) BREACH OF FOREST LAWS.—The Working Committee notes
with satisfaction the launching of the movement for the breach of the
Forest laws in parts of the Central Provinces and Berar, Karnatak and
Maharashtra, appreciates the sacrifices of the people of these provinces
and is fully confident that they will keep up the movement to the end in
spite of all forms of repressions.
(6) FOREIGN CLOTH BOYCOTT.—This Committee put on record
its appreciation of the response made by the dealers in foreign cloth ic
the call of the country in regard to the programme of boycott and
congratulates them on the spirit of saurifice which they have shown in
stopping further purchases, cancelling existing orders and suspending the
sale of present stocks
The Committee has very carefully considered the representations made
to it by some of the dealers in foreign cloth, describing the difficulties
they have had to undergo and the losses they have borne and will have
to bear owing to a complete stoppage of sales and despatch of foreign
cloth and while recognising the fact that the complete boycott of foreign
cloth will result in losses to them, the Committee has confidence that, m
company with other sections of the Indian Nation which also have had
to sacrifice a great deal in the present great fight for freedom, dealers
in foreign cloth will cheerfully bear the hardships caused by the situation
and contribute their full share towards the success of the national struggle
and continue to refrain from dealing in foreign cloth in any manner
within the limits of India.
(7) VISAPUR JAIL INQUIRY.—The Working Committee places on
record its appreciation of the services rendered by Shri Balubhai T. Desai.
Dr. M. B. Velkar, Shri Moolraj Karsondas and Shri Vithaldas Bhagwandas
in making an inquiry into the treatment meted out to political prisoners
in the Visapur Jail.
Having persued their report, this Committee most emphatically
condemns the barbarous and inhuman treatment to which political
prisoners in the Visapur Jail are being subjected in regard to matters
relating to accommodation, food, sanitary and medical arrangements and
the behaviour of wardens and some of the jail officials, and regards the
existance of such a jail as a blot on any administration. While strongly

i

i
\

377

of the opinion that the cruel and heartless manner in which the satyagralii
prisoners are being dealt with is calculated to terrorise and cow down
the satyagrahis, the Committee expresses its heart-felt sympathy with the
surfenngs which the Visapur Jail prisoners are bearing up tor the sa&e
ot the country's cause and feels confident that all the prisoners will brave
[tie cruelties to which they are being subjected.
The Committee urges all Congress organisations to give the widest
jjLi&ncity to facts relating to the Visapur Jail on the occassion of the
political prisoners' day with a view to exposing the barbarities perpetrated
m that jail,
(«) POLITICAL PRISONERS' DAY.—This Committee strongly
condemns the invidious distinctions on which the present classification of
political prisoners is based and the consequent harsh treatment meted out
co almost all political workers now in jail who are being confined at
night within closed doors during all seasons of the year, offerred unwholesome food and denied minimum amenities of human life. This Committee, however, places on record its high appreciation of the willing and
cheerful manner in which the political prisoners are bearing up under
the hardships imposed on them during their incarceration and appoints
Sunday the 10th of August as the Political Prisoners' Day, for the purpose of an all India demonstration of sympathy with the sufferings of the
political prisoners. The Committee recommends that on that day all the
workers and volunteers and the people at large should observe fast and
the Congress Committee should organise processions and hold public
meetings at which the ill-treatment of political prisoners should be
strongly condemned.
(9) PREVIOUS DECISIONS REAFFIRMED.—The Working Committee reaffirms the resolutions passed at its earlier meetings—(1) Drawing
the attention of Indians employed in the military and police forces of the
Government to the fact that it is not only no part of their duty to commit cruel assaults on unarmed and unresisting people, but that they are
criminally liable for such assaults on unarmed and unresisting people
even though committed under orders of their superior officers ; (2) condemning the issue or repressive ordinances by the Viceroy and calling
upon the people to disobey them; (3) calling upon the people to organise
and enforce a strict social boycott of all Government officials and others
known to have participated directly or indirectly in the atrocities
committed upon the people to stifle the national movement; (4) advising
the Indian public not to buy or accept any fresh bonds of the Government of India and (5) directing Congress' Committees and alied organisations
to continue to function as before in spite of being declared unlawful
associations; and the Committee calls upon all Congress committeec
and other organisations concerned to continue to give the widest
publicity to the above resolutions and to take steps to put them into
execution.
(10) WOMEN AND THE MOVEMENT.—The Working Committee
places on record its grateful tribute to the women of India for the noble
part they are progressively playing in the present struggle for national
freedom and the readiness they have increasingly shown to brave
assaults, abuses, lathi-charges and imprisonments! while carrying on the
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Congress
work.
In
particular,
the
Committee
congratulates
Deslibandhavi Subbamma. Mrs. Perin Cavtain, Mrs. Lil&vati MunshL
Mrs. Lukmani, Mrs. Hasan Imam and others on their contribution to liie
national movement and on their arrest and conviction for the country's
cause.
(11) PANDIT MOTILAL NEHRU AND DR. SYED MAHMUD.
This Committee places on record its high appreciation of the great
service rendered to the country by Pandit Motilal Nehru and warmly
congratulates him and Dr. Syed Mahmud on the special privilege earned
by them of having been arrested and sentenced to imprisonment as Acting
President and General Secretary respectively of the Congress Working
Committee in consequence of its being declared an unlawful association.
(12) BABU RAJENDRA PRASAD AND PANDIT SUNDERLAL.
This Committee puts on record its high appreciation of the patriotic
services rendered to the national cause by Shri Rajendra Prasad and
Pandit Sunderlal, two of its members, and congratulates them on their
incarceration for the part they played in the satyagraha movement in their
respective provinces.
(13) PESHAWAR ENQUIRY REPORT.—The president explained
the circumstances under which the non-official Peshawar Enquiry Report
was not available for discussion by the Working Committee and lie
hoped that the Committee would deal with the recommendations mad
in the report as soon as it was printed and made available.
The Committee confirmed the advance of Rs. 1,500 made by the
Acting President to Mr. R. S. Pandit, the Secretary of the Inquiry Committee for printing the Report.
The Working Committee resolved that the papers relating to the contract entered into by the secretary of the Inquiry Committee wisth the
managing editor of Indian Daily Mail, shall be referred to a lawyer foi
such action as he may advise.
(14) GANDHI CAP.—This Committee congratulates all those who
have disobeyed the magisterial ban on Gandhi cap and gone to jail and
trusts that the people of Andhra will continue to resist the absurd order
prohibiting the wearing of Gandhi cap in Guntur.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 3958 /H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 6th August 1930.

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 3912/H/3717, dated 5th August 1930.
I attach (1) a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin, dated the 5th
1
and (2) a copy of the Revolution of the same date.
1

Not reproduced being repetition.
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On the 5th, picketing
detailed below :

of

Wards
A ward
B ward
C and D wards
E ward
F ward
G ward

liquor

and

No. of shops
•

toddy shops was continued as
Male pickets

Female pickets

•

4 (toddy)
5 (toddy)

8
10

8 (liquor)

11

connect
foreign
Date of arrest
4-8-30
Date of arrest
5-8-30

No. pending
12
No. of arrests
10

No. of convictions on 5-8-30
9 to 4 month's R. I.
3 acquitted.
No. of convictions on 5-8-30
Pending
8 to 4 months' R.I.
2
•

•

The volun
few cloth shops which were open at
Chakla, Parsi Bazaar, Masjid Bunder Road, Chakla Street, Bhendy
Bazaar, Carnac Road, Lalbaug and Poibavdi.
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized in Bombay on
the 5th :
Police station
Pydhonie ..
Gamdevi . .
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.

•

•

•

•

2
1
1
1
1
2

No. of copies
Congress Bulletins.
Congress Bulletins.
Revolution.
Revolution in Gujarati.
Suburban Patrika.
Young India.

On account of heavy rain yesterday, the Gandhi Day celebrations were
considerably curtailed.
The Bombay Provincial Congress Committee held a public meeting at
Bhatia Mahajan Wadi, Kalbadevi Road, in connection with Gandhi Day.
About 3,000 persons, including 300 ladies were present. Mrs. Hansa
Mehta, who presided, said that the repressive policy of Government was
more apparent since the incarceration Oi Gandhi. Even people like
Vallabhbhai Patel and Madan Mohan Malaviya were not spared. It was
in the hands of the people to liberate the leaders who had suffered for
the cause of the country. So long as they remained under foreign domination there would be no freedom and to gain freedom they should
intensify the present movement by giving effect to the resolutions passed
by the Congress Working Committee. They should boycott foreign goods
and show their appreciation of the sacrifices made by the Bombay cloth
merchants by closing down the foreign cloth shops for an indefinite
period. But that was not enough. Everyone of them should take s
solemn pledge not t obuy a single yard of foreign cloth. She asked the
people to study the resolutions of the Working Committee. Mrs. Ramibai
Kamdar said thattheir lower of foreign cloth was the cause of their humiliation. Pandit Govind Malaviya said that it was only in India that
Gandhi, an apostle of peace and love, could be incarcerated. The only
way to get rid of their humiliation was to advance the cause for which
the great leader had suffered. He then paid a tribute to the Bombay
people for carrying on the movement so successfully and he hoped that
in spite of hundreds of ordinances and orders declaring the Working
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country would be
Committee of the
continued with vigour. Raja Rao, the Secretary of the Working Committee, said that the fact that persons like Gandhi, Nehru, Malaviya and
Vallabhbhai were suffering in prison like common felons and criminals
was the greatest condemnation of the system of Government. He advised
the people to follow the non-violent creed expounded by Gandhi even
under grave provocation.
This morning there was the usual parade of the Congress volunteers
at the Congress House and on the Gowalia Tank Maidan.
Considerable sympathy is felt for Pandit Malaviya in Bombay on his
arrest. The judgement in the case is eagerly looked forward to and it
is said that in case of his conviction and sentence there will be very
hostile demonstrations.
In the Bulletin of the 5th, there is a reference to a sergeant brandishing
a revolver while under the influence of drink. This is unfortunately true.
I have dealt with him departmentally.

<
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 3985/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE,

Bombay, 7th August 1930

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 3958/H/3717. dated the 6th August
1930.
I attach (1) a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin, dated the 6th
1
(2) a copy of the Revolution of the 7th and (3) a copy of the Flame of
the 6th.
On the 6th, picketing of liquor and toddy shops was continued as
detailed bulow :
Wards
N:>. of shops Male pickets
Vi nil; pbV >t
A ward
B ward
C and D wards
4 (toddy)
8
E ward
3 (toddy)
2
1
F ward
G ward
28 (liquor)
30
..
The following are the figures of arrests and convictions in connection
with the picketing of foreign cloth shops in the Fort:
Date of arrest
No. pending
No. of convictions on 6-8-30
5-8-30
2
1 to 4 months' R. I.
1 to 2 months' S. I.
*

•

•

•

•

•

Date of arrest
6-8-30
..

No. of arrests
12

Not reproduced, being repetition.

•

•

•

«

No. of convictions on 6-8-30
2 to 4 months'R. 1
4 to 3 months' S. I.
1 to 2 months' S. I.
1 to 6 weeks' S. I.

Pending
4
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When the cloth

shops in various localities opened after the hartal
foreign
volunteers
and the Desh Sevikas was continued yesterday at Parsi Bazaar, Masjid
Bunder Road, Chakla Street, Bhajipalfei Lane, Carnac Road, Bhendy
Bazaar, Kalbadevi Road, Girgaum Road, Null Bazaar, Girgaum Back
Road, Lamington Road, Mangaldas Market, Lalwadi, Poibavdi and
Dadar. At Barbhai Mohalla and Mangaldas Market some volunteers were
engaged in examining the bales of cloth which were being conveyed in
or
foreign
delivered. At Carnac
dams were trying to induce the cart drivers not to remove cloth bales to
the godowns, but on the arrival of the police they kept quite.
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized in Bombay on the
6th :
Police station

No. of copies

Pydhonie
Do.
Dongri
Lamington Road
Do.

43
3
9
192
23
4

Be.

Flame.
Congress Bulletins.
Congress Bulletins.
Congress Bulletins:.
Satyagraha Patrika.
Saitani Nach (Dance of SailarO

Malaviya
Presidency Magistrate to examine Lalji Naranji and H. P. Mody as
witnesses in connection with the statement made by them in yesterday's
Chronicle regarding their interview with me. He wanted the Magistrate
to examine them as Court witnesses to which the Chief Presidency Magistrate objected, saying that they were at liberty to examine them as
defence witnesses if they helped the defence case. As the other coaccused maintained that they did not take any part in the proceeding,
Pandit Malaviya withdrew his application and the matter was dropped.
A sum of Rs. 2,000 was realised by the sale proceeds of the tickets
in connection with the concert organised by the Nationalist Christian
Party at the Sir Cowasji Jahangir Hall last evening in aid of the relief of
the families of the sufferers in the Civil Disobedience Campaign.
A mandal (society) to promote swadeshi goods has been formed by
persons not connected with the Civil Disobedience Movement in Bombay.
The work of the mandal will be conducted by the following at Ranchhod
Bhuwan near Opera House tram terminus, Bombay : —
Purshottamdas Jeevandas, cotton merchant
Natvarlal M. Desai, solicitor
..
..
Hiralal Budhdeo, motor dealer
Manecklal H. Vakil
Jamnadas M. Baxi of th3 stcck exchange
Mangaldas B. Mehta, solicitor

..

..

..

President.
1
> Secretaries.
J
\ Treasurers.
/

Under the auspices of the Girni Kamgar Union and the Young
Workers' League, a meeting of about 1,000 millhands was held in the
miidan opposite the Dinshaw Petit Mill, Lalbaug on the evening of the
6th, to protest against the ill-treatment alleged to have been given to
B. T. Ranadive and others by the jail authorities. R. B. Neherkar, who
presided, said that government, the police and the jail authorities had

*

382
*

lost their senses and criticised the police assault on the peaceful
satyagrahis. He said that the ill-treatment to Ranadive in jail had
forced him to go on a hunger strike for 6 days. The remedy lay in
strengthening the Girni Kamgar Union to put up a strong fight against
capitalism and imperialism. Philip Antone and Vasant Khale said that
the workers could only be happy in the workers; and peasants 'raj' and not
in any Swaraj which benefited the capitalists. After the termination of
the meeting a procession of about 500 millhands was formed. It was
headed by R. B. Neherkar, Philip Antone, ,N. S. Desai, Vasant Khale
and Miss Pramila Ranadive. The procession proceeded along Arthur
Road, Haines Road, Clare Road and dispersed at Lalbaug. The processionists halted for about 5 minutes at the Arthur Road and Byculla
Jails and made a demonstration, shouting revolutionary slogans and the
'Jais' of Ranadive, Deshpande and other political prisoners. 15 red flags
and placards were carried and cries of "Police hai, hai", Ranadive ki jai",
etc.. were raised.
The satyagraha committee is going to observe the 10th of August as
the all-India prisoners' day also known as the political sufferers' day,
as recommended bv the Working Committee of the Congress.
The
people will be asked to observe fast, join the processions and attend the
public meeting which will be arranged. It is reported that instead of
going into the Fort they intend to take the procession to Byculla and
Arthur Road so as to pass by the jails and give expression to their
sympathy for the prisoners.
Judgment in Malaviya's case was delivered at 2 p.m. today. It is as
follows: —
Pandit Malaviya and the 4 ladies were fined Rs. 100 each in default
15 days' simple imprisonment; Vallabhbhai J. Patel, Dr. Hardikar,
T. A. K. Sherwani, Jairamdas Daulatram, S. D. Palekar, Ramakanl
Mehta, H. Venkateshwar, Babubhai Javeri and K. G. Narayan Iyer were
sentenced to 3 months' simple imprisonment each.
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 91
6th August 1930
ETHICS OF JAIL CLASSIFICATION.—When the Government
of India announced a few months ago that, to avoid the humiliations of
ordinary jail rules, they have adopted a new method of classification
according to status and rank, we were deceived into believing in the
honesty of the Government intentions. The world has become wiser since
then, while the Government of India is becoming more stupid and
dishonest. The Government's method of classifying the political prisoners is to them an added means of insulting the Indian Nationhood.
The vagaries of this classification is a study in gross stupidity. But
the recent antics of the Government officials isi a purposeful attempt to
insult and humiliate. To have classed Dr. Hardikar and Mr. Sherwani
as B class prisoners is the height of arrogance. Mor e than any physical
pang of lathi blows it is these deliberate insults that the nation will
never forget. The Government has ignored the high rank, culture and
education of these distinguished sons of India. But we cannot allow
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anyone to forget that as memDers of the Working Committee of the
Congress they hold the highest ranks of honour in the country and those
who have pledged themselves to the Congress will never brook these
insults to the one sovereign body in India.
WHEN SERGEANTS RUN AMOK:—The following w the tale
narrated by Dr. B. K. Kothari, M. D., of the Free Emergency Hospital,
Lad Wadi, C. P. Tank regarding the police atrocities on the 2nd of
August :
'•On Saturday the 2nd August, 100 patients were brought in agonising
condition within an hour between 8 -to 9 a.m. The beating was rather
brutal as the injuries wwe inflicted on almost every part of the body
and wounded parts were much swollen and tender and nearly 25 per cent
of the cases treated were in a semi-conscious condition. Three cases had
fractures of the skull and were in a very serious condition which were
transferred to Sir Harkisondas Hospital. Two cases were severely beaten
with lathis on the abdomen and they were taken in collapsed condition.
One ca.se developed traumatic pneumonia and symptoms of shock from
blows on the chest. Two cases required to be stitched up as injury
was of a serious nature.
Out of the injured 50 entered as in-patients and 50 took treatment
and were sent home after the wounds being treated. They were coming
for dressings in the out-patient department :
Percentage of Case
Head injuries
Neck injuries
Limbs injuries
Abdomen injuries
Back injuries
Chest injuries
Multiple injuries

•

•

%

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

-

10
6
18
4
16
4
42

per cent.
per cent.
per cent.
per cent,
per cent.
per cent.
per cent.

We have admitted 6 cases from Visapur Jail suffering from intestinal troubles."
POLITICAL SUFFERERS DAY.—In accordance with the resolution
of the Working Committee of the Congress the Satyagraha Committee
has decided to observe the Tenth of August as the Political Sufferers Day,
to express our sympathy with our comradies in jails who are suffering
untold tortures, sufferings and tyrannies. A complete fast will be observed
for the whole day. The full programme will be announced in out
tomorrow's issue of the Congress Bulletin).
WORKING
COMMITTEE RESOLUTIONS :—To explain
the
Working Committee resolutions a series; of meeting will be held in the
different wards, the dates and the time of which will be announced later.
Under the auspices of the B. P. C. C. a public meeting will be held on
Maidan when Mrs. Hansa Meh
will preside.
FLAME
6th August 1930
No. 5
Saturday after whole night vigil, the members of the Working
Committee of the Congress were arrested along with some local
Congress workers at the Lathi Chowk. Some of the active workers
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who were not present on the occasion were not arrested even though they
offered themselves to the authorities in the Court. This shows clearly
that they wanted to remove the leaders from the scene of lathii charges
which were soon to follow so that they might break the skulls of the
volunteers with ease. They must have remembered the consequences ol
the blew that led to the death of Lala Lajpat Rai at Lahore and the
consequent upheaval throughout the country. But the words of Lajpat
Rai are applicable not only to the lathi blows on the leaders but to the
followers as well. Truly every blow hit is just like a nail in the coffin
of British Imperialism. It has given an impetus to the movement every
time the lathis were used. We hope that the Government will see its
way to declare Martial Law every where so that even the moderate
friends and monied people should see their way to join the movement.
We believe that it will.
SHOLAPUR CONVICTIONS.—Sholapur convictions show in clear
and unmistakable terms that the Government is too
vindictive
and is satisfied with no less than the pound of flesh. Shan Shetty
the
Congress
leader
of
Sholapur
has
been
sentenced
to
death, and
the judges differed with regard to the other three
accused. So the Government conveniently appointed Justice Baker
who with his usual eloquence has confirmed the sentence of death on all
four. His summing up of the case is fitting well to the previous records
in similar cases. As Vallabhbhai Patel said in court, the judgments are
written by the executive and read by the trying judges in political cases.
The whole case, as everyone knows, is concocted and fabricated one.
Our hearts go to thoise brave souls who are on the threshold of
death. Our helplessness in this matter is* our shame let us all honour the
martyrs, and let us hope that their sacrifice will no be vain, for the
people of Sholapur instead of being daunted by such acts will fight the
Government with greater vigour than ever before we are sure of it.
LEGALISED MURDER.—Legalised murder is being carried on by
the Government. From every jail comes the news' of the wretched treatment
meted cut to the prisoners. The food that is supplied to them is the
worst possible one and everywhere prisoners are suffering from fever,
diarrhoea and other diseases.
Hunger strikes for illtreatment are
resorted to with the result that they are forcibly fed. At many place.**
they have been beaten till they are unconscious, and it is no wonder that
recently some prisoners have died in jail. If the Government thinks that
such treatment will deter the people from going to jail, they are woefully
mistaken. For these sufferings, will strengthen their desire for the
freedom of India and when they come out well trained, through suffering
in jail, they will be more ready to offer greater sacrifices which other
methods than the present one involves. It is in the interest of the Government itself to give more human treatment to the prisoners so that they
might follow the same methods of satyagraha. Not to give proper food
ar.d facilities to obey the calls of nature can only be expected from
uncivilised people and the treatment given to the prisoners in India shows
to what extent the Britishers who want to civilise Indians, can go.

•
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CONFIDENTIAL
HEAD POLICE OFFICE
No. 4004/H/3717
Bombay, 8th August 1930
My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 3985/H/3718, dated the 7th August
1930.
I attach (1) a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin, dated the 7th
1
and (2) a copy of the Sedition of the same date.
On the 7th, picketing of liquor and toddy shops was continued as
detailed below:
No. of shops
A ward
B ward
C and D wards
E ward
F ward
G ward
•

•

•

•

Male pickets
•

•

4 (toddy)
1

•

•

•

•

8
•

9

*

2

•

•

•

28

•

Female pickets

•

30

The following are the figures of arrests and convictions in connection
with the picketing of foreign cloth shops in the Fort:
Date of arrest
6-8-30
Date of
No. of
arrests
arrest
7-8-30
11

No. pending
No. of convictions on 7-8-30
4
4 to 4 months' R . I .
No. of convictions on 7-8-30
Pending
6 to 4 months R. I.

•

5

•

The Congress volunteers and desk sevikas also picketed the foreign
cloth shops yesterday at Holi Chakla, Parsi Bazaar, Cruickshank Road,
Masjid Bunder Road, Chakla Street, Bhajipala Lane, Carnac Road, Dongri
Street, Bhendy Bazaar, Mangaldas Market, Girgaum, Fanaswadi, Kalbadevi, Lamington Road, Falkland Road, Haines Road, Mazagaon, Lalwadi,
Poibavli and Dadar. Some Congress volunteers were detained by the
Bombay Provincial Congress Committee to examine the carts containing
cloth bales passing Kalbadevi Road, New and Old Hanuman Lanes,
Masjid
Wafat
holiday and the hartal.
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized in Bombay on
the 7th:
Police Station
Maharbouri
Lamington Road
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Dongri
Pydhonie
. Do.
•

1

No. of copies
29 " Ya-Hom
•

•

•

0

•

*

•

#

•

•

•

•

40 "Sedition"
1 "Young India"
17 Congress " Bulletins "
1 Satyagraha ' Patrika*
102 " Revolution "
25 "Revolution" in Gujerali.
6 Posters.
5 Congress " Bulletins ".
10 Congress " Bulletins ".
! 3 "Revolution" in Gujerati.

•

Enclosure not reproduced.
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As a protest against the conviction of Pandit Malaviya and other
Congress leaders the satyagraha committee has ordered a hartal for
three days from today. Most of the shops in the Hindu business localities
and the cloth markets are closed. Schoolboys attending vernacular schools
Some of
Wafat
them are going about in batches shouting the boycott slogans and asking
shopkeepers to close their shops. The Bombay Municipal Corporation
adjourned yesterday on account the conviction of the Congress leaders.
Abul Kalam Azad has been nominated in place of Vallabhbhai J. Patel
as president of the Congress.
The Bombay Provincial Congress Committee is paying more attention
to the mill workers to bring them meetings in the labour area in furtherance of the Congress propaganda. One was held at DeLisle Road under
the presidentship of Dharamanand Kosambi. About 200 persons were
present. The president, Balkrishna Taralkar, Mrs. Kamalabai Prabhu,
W. P. Kabadi and Dr. J. D. Prabhu made speeches asking the people
to carry on the Congressi work and join the Congress procession on the
10th. They also urged the boycott of those who did not take part in the
hartal and the procession.
Another meeting was held at Worli.
Dr. J. D. Prabhu presided, and about 150 persons were present. Balkrishna
Taralkar, Gagre Master and the president made speeches asking the people
to boycott British goods and to observe fast on the 10th. The thi^d
meeting was held at Sewri under the presidentship of Dharmanand
Kosambi. About 400 persons were present. This meeting was to have
been held in Khimji's Wadi at Sewri but as the clerk in charge of the
Wadi refused permission the Congress volunteers had to leave the place
saying that the owner would be socially boycotted. It was then held in
the maidan opposite the Moon Mill. The president, W. P. Kabadi,
A. T. Shaikh and Abdul Majid made speeches asking the people to boycott
British goods and join the Congress procession on Sunday next. They
also urged the boycott of those who were in favour of Council entry.
Leaflets in Marathi exhorting the people to boycott foreign cloth
including the sacred thread made of foreign yarn worn on the coconut
day, are being distributed.
A batch of about 100 students of the Benares Hindu University who
left for Bombay on hearing of Malaviya's arrest arrived at Victoria
Terminus by the Delhi Express this morning. They went in procession to
Congress House. One V. K. Sundaram is said to be incharge of them.
There will be a public meeting on the Chaupatty sands this evening
Mrs. Hansa Mehta
K. J. PETTGARA,

t
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 92
Bombay, 7th August 1930.
BOYCOTT OF LEGISLATURES.—The Working Committee of (he
Congress has passed an important .resolution reviewing the present
situation in the country and laying down the programme of the future.
There is no item in the new programme more important than that of
A-115—25-B.
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boycott of the legislatures so far as the next few weeks are concerned.
The use of the weapon of picketing in regard to this item has been
sanctioned by the Working Committee. The weapon may be employed
not only against the voters at the time of voting but also against the
intending candidates before and after nomination. The picketing against
the candidates wiW vary in form according to local conditions, but must
always be peaceful. But despite the immediate importance of this item
civil disobedience must continue to be the main activity of the people.
It is the life breath of the present movement and must not be allowed
to be put into the background. If this is to be the final struggle there
must be no milder programme of action for the Nation. The workers
in the Provinces and the districts have today heavier responsibilities to
shoulder than they had to two months ago. They have to shape the
movement without much guidance from the centre. But they Will endanger
its future if the main principles of the campaign are deviated from. It is
to be trusted that the workers on the spot will to the end be true to those
principles. Yours, Jairamdas Doulatram :
A NOVEL PROSECUTION.—Inspector Lyons of the Bombay Police
deserves a special historian. If Maurice Heblance is ever in need of
a character for his detective novels, we would like to recommend Brother
Lyons. Harassed by the notices of the city our Knight staited out on
a civic cvusade. Almost outside his sanctum he discovered Mr. Raje
whom he thought a worthy victim. But the Magistrate had other opinions.
Cheer up, Lyons ! Bombay
shall one day rightly appraise your
meritorious services.
For discharging the onerous duties of beating non-violent, non-resisting
satyagrahis, the Police Jamadar and Constables are to receive a special
monthly allowance. What the Sergeants are receiving for the occasional
dances thev stage is a guarded secret.
THE TIMES OF INDIA RECEIVES A SHOCK.—Our very accommodating friend of Bori Bunder has received crude shock. It has
discovered what an untruthful world it is living in. With angelic
impartiality it has passed judgement that all other newspapers in Bombay
are lying. If only the incredulous world will stake its faith on the long
suffering oracle of Bori Bunder, what a sweet world this is. There is
a ma-bap sarkar scattering peace and plenty through the land. There are
•he mild lambs in sergeant's clothes to protect you from all harm. There
is the saintly Times of India to save your soul through its daily catechisms.
And now when a large hearted Government is giving a holiday to our
leaders why can't this uncharitable world appreciate these being British
Lords. Oh, Ye ungrateful monsters \
"They are a happy, contented and peaceful lot" so decrees the Times
of India's informant. How consoling! Perhaps the Times of India
expected to discover them in ash clothes crying in contrition.
We must congratulate the Times of India on its keeping up its
reputation. If i f cannot lout a cheer it has presented a very clever lie
indeed.
TfTl*
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CON FJ DENTIAL
No. 4027/H/3717
My Dear Collins,

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 9th August 1930.

In continuation of my D. O. No. 4004/H/3717, dated the 8th August
1930.
1
I attach (i) a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin , dated the 8th
and (ii) a copy of the Revolution of the same date.
On the 8th picketing of liquor and toddy shops was continued as
detailed below :
Ward
A ward
B ward
C and D wards
E ward
F ward
G ward

Male pickets

No. of shops
•

•

8
2
•

•

28 (liquor)

•

•

•

•

•

•

4 (toddy)
2 (toddy)

•

Female pickets

2

*

30

The following are the figures of arrests in connection with the picketing
of foreign cloth shops in the Fort :
Date of
arrest

No. of
arrests

8-8-30

Pendin

No. of convictions
on 8-8-30

10

Nil

CT

10

On account of the hartal there was no picketing of foreign cloth shops
anywhere except at a few shops which were open at Dadar,
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized in Bombay o£
the 8th :
Police Station
Dongri
Pydhome
Pydhonie
Lamington Road
Do.
Do.
Do.
Maharbouri ..

•

•

•

*

•

*

•

•

No. of copies
10 Congress Bulletins.
2 Congress Bulletins.
1 Revolution in Gujerali
22 Suburban Patrikas.
38 Congress Bulletins.
314 Revolution in Gujeratj
131 Cartoons.
18 Suburban Patrikas.

Madan Moreleased last
ening
was paid by one Balvant Joshi of Poona.
Under the auspices of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee a
public meeting was, held at Chaupatty on the evening of the 8th, about
4,000 persons were present. Mrs. Hansa Mehta
The principal
speakers of the evening were Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya and
Vithalbhai J. Patel who came to the meeting on hearing of the Pandit's
release. Pandit Malaviya said that he was ashamed to be out of jail
when his friends Vallabhbhai Patel and the ladies remained in prison.
The person who paid the fine had done an unfriendly act towards him
and a disservice to the country. He did not want to come out, but the
Superintendent of the Jail told him that if he detained him after receipt
1

-

Not reproduced, not being important.

"

••*"
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of the fine he would be guilty of wrongful confinement. He then criticised the order of the Commissioner of Police and the judgement of the
Magistrate. He was prepared to break such tyrannical orders. The
police had abused their powers in processing the procession, he said, and
the responsibility lay on Sir Ernest Hotson tor the assaults committed on
the unarmed satyagrahis. If every man was prepared to court suffering
as the volunteers did that day he was sure Swaraj would be won in less
thau six months. Vithalbhai J. Patel said that a system under which
people like Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya could be incarcerated should
be ended once for all and that in the existing conditions life in India
was not worth living. When he remembered that he was a slave, his
blood boiled. The man who paid the fine for Malaviya was an agent of
the Government. He then narrated the controversy between him and
the Indian Daily Mail over the publication of the Peshawar Enquiry
Report and added that the report would be ready from Allahabad in a
short time and people would then know what actually happened at
Peshawar. He appealed to the people not to purchase any cloth for
one year and to carry out the systematic boycott of foreign goods to
achieve independence.
The Mancvi District Congress Committee held a meeting last evening
to congratulate the political prisoners at Daryasthan, Mandvi, under the
presidentship of Dr. J. V. Vora. About 500 persons were present. The
president, Virchand Panachand, Shivdas Champsey and Noor Mahomed
Mojawalla made speeches criticising the attitude of Government in
arresting the Congress leaders and dispersing the processionists by force.
The E Ward District Congress Committee held a meeting of about
300 persons at Tardeo last evening. R. K. Acharekar, K. G. Kubal,
Anandarao Atmaram, and Mrs. Kamalabai Prabhu asked the people to
carry on the struggle for independence and boycott British goods and
liquor.
The F Ward District Congress Committee held a meeting of about
100 persons near Parsi Colony, Wadala, last night. Dharmanand
Kosambi asked the people to join the Congress and boycott foreign cloth
and liquor.
The Matunga Taluka Congress Committee held a meeting at Napoo
Hall, Matunga, last night. About 500 persons were present. Raja Rao,
the secretary of the Congress Working Committee, presided. Mrs. Kasturba Gandhi distributed prizes to the winners of the spinning competition held at Matunga on the 5th July. She advised the people to wear
khaddar and to give up drink. Sunder P. Kabadi, A. A. Shaikh,
Dr. M. B. Udgaonkar and others made speeches asking the audience to
carry out the non-violent programme of the Congress.
The Working Committee of the Congress which met recently at Bombay passed the following resolution in addition to those already
reported :—
1
"This Committee congratulates Sjt. M. S. Aney on the patriotic
example set by him in offering satyagraha and embracing the hardships
r

. M. S. Aney was later chosen as Con-Tress Presi 'ent."'I was during his presidentship
•hat the movement was suspended temporarily in ]933.
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and sufferings of jail life notwithstanding his original differences with
the Congress in regard to its programme. The Committee trusts that
all those who have so far held aloof from the campaign will follow his
p.xamnlf. and take, their nrnner sharp, in the. ereat national fight that

is

5?

now in progress

Working
Work
ment in different provinces including the number of convictions so far
reported to the office of the All India Congress Committee. The following
is the list of the convictions j
50
3,000
50
4,153
6,000
125

Ajmer
Andhra
Assam
Bihar
Bengal
Berar
Burma
C.P.Hindustani ..
C. P. Marathi
Bombay City up to 1-8-30 (excluding outsiders arrested at Wadala)
Delhi
Gujerat
Karnatak . .
Kerala
Maharashtra
N. W. F. Province
Punjab
Sind
Tamil Nadu
U. P.
Utkal
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

*

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

*

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

*

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

100
150
1,759
400
961
450
200
1,000
600
3,500
68
690
1,700
350

•

•

•

•

•

*

*

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

*

•

•

•

•

•

•

*

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

*

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

#

•

•

*

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

*

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Total

•

9

25,311

The satyagraha committee has issued the following to the press which
was published this morning in the Bombay Chronicle : —
" The conviction of the All India Congress leaders by the Chief
Presidency Magistrate throws a special responsibility on the Satyagraha
Committee of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee. The All
India Congress Working Committee have fixed 10th August as the
political prisoners' dajy to be observed all over India. The claim of
J
the Police Commissioner to stop Ind ans from walking on the Hornby
Road in procession is a clear proof of administrative irresponsibility.
The satyagraha committee felt that it is at once their bounden duty
and the most demonstrative method of observing the All India Prisoners'
Day to take a procession on the Hornby Road.
The satyagraha committee cares for public convenience at least as
much as the Police Commissioner claims to do. The procession would
be a thoroughly orderly affair causing no more dislocation a traffic than
the traffic itself. The details of how the procession will be directed
will be published on Sunday morning. The public of Bombay are
requested to co-operate with the satyagraha committee by carrying out
all the directions to be issued by them ".
Y. J. Meherali, the captain of the national militia, was released from
the Byculla Jail at 6-45 a.m. today. About 1,000 volunteers, including
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about 100 Desh Sevikas collected outside the jail to receive him. When
he came out he was garlanded by his brother and l>harmanand Kosamoi.
He was then taken m procession in a motor car along Duncan Road,
Grant Road, J. J. Hospital, Bhendy Bazaar, Sandhurst Road, Dongn
Street, Masjid Bunder Road, Abdul Rehman Street, Kalbadevi Road,
Bhuleshwai, Girgaum, Sandhurst Road, Hughes Road, Kennedy Bridge to
Congress House. The procession was accompanied by the band of the
Bhatia volunteer corps. The processionists shouted the following slogans,
"Boycott Jayakar", "Boycott Jinnah", "Boycott Sapru", "Boycott
British Goods' and "Inquilab
Zindabad". The processionists were
about 5,000 strong when they reached Congress House.
The mills will be opened tomorrow but in view of the efforts of the
Congress and the Girni Kamgar Union to bring out the men to
observe a hartal and to celebrate the All India Political Sufferers' Day,
it is very likely that many mills will have to close down. The Girni
Kamgar Union has convened a mass meeting at Lalibaug at 3 p.m.,
tomorrow after which the workers will go in procession to Chaupatty via
Congress) House.
I have received intimations from persons (Indians) having their offices
on Hornby Road and Esplanade Road that they are not disturbed or
inconvenienced by the processions organised by the Congress Committee
or other bodies.
K. J. PETIGARA,
for Commissioner of Police.
REVOLUTION
Dated 8th August 1930.
Scrutator, the champion of Sapru and Jayakar after having been taken
into the confidence of the two worthy gentlemen, is rushing at the throat
of anyone, refuses the talk of peace. Whenever he throws out his arm
ctiair challenges he is aliways speaking as if there is a backing behind
him, the citizens of Bombay knew whom he represents. He is the agent
of those clever people who are trying to canvass a seat for the Round
Table Conference. These are the people who have sacrified nothing for
the country. They are the title-holders and the capitalists. Thejy have
always stood to gain, by thenr political stands. When inhuman atrocities
were being perpetrated in Peshawar, Sholapur, Calcutta and Bombay,
these, so called patriots, were having a pleasant time in Simla. When the
liberty of every trade Indian is challenged, these traitors of the country
have been carrying on academical discussions in Simla and elsewhere.
And these are the persons for whom scrutator holds a brief.
The bulk of the population is weary of this highflown talk about an
amicable settlement. The country is figMing the battle of complete
national independence and the murders of these martyrs who fell for
India's freedom can only be revenged by achieving complete
independence.
Over 25,000 patriots are in jail, hundreds of martyrs have been killed.
Is this the time for peace talks ? Citizens of Bombay come out, and fill
the prisons of this satanic Government.
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HEAD POLICE OFFICE
CONFIDENTIAL
Bombay, 11th August 1930
No. 4049/H/3717
My Dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 4027/H/3717, dated the 9th August
1930.
1
1 attach a copy of .
(1) the Bombay Congress Bulletin, dated the 9th,
(2) the Revolution dated the 9th,
(3) the Sedition dated the 9th,
(4) the Congress Bulletin—Boycott Supplement, dated the 10th,
(5) th: Revolution, dated the 10th,
(6) the Sedition, dated the 10th, and
(7) the Flame, dated the 10th.
On the 9th picketing of liquor and toddy shops was continued as
tailed below :

Male pickets

No. of shops
A ward
B ward
C and D wards
E ward
F ward
G ward

Female pickets

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

*

•

•

•

4 (toddy)
1

..
•

•

28 (liquor)

9
•

•

•

ft

30

i
*

•

ft ft

On the 10th only 4 toddy shops in the C and D wards were picketed
by 8 volunteers.
Out of the 10 volunteers arrested for picketing in the Fort on the 8th,
two were discharged yesterday under mjy orders as they were very young.
On the 9th the Congress volunteers picketed a few shops at Bhendi
Bazaar, Lalwadi, Poibavdi and Dadar which were open while on the 10th
only the shops at Bhendy Bazaar were picketed.
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized in Bombay :
Date
9-8-30
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
10-8-30
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
10-8-30
Do.

Police station
..
..
..

Esplanade
Palton Road ..
Pydhonie
Do.
Do.
Do.
Maharbouri ..
Gamdevi
Lamington Road
Do.
Do.
Do.
Palton Road ..
Esplanade
Do.
Do.
Lamington Road
Do.
Maharbouri
Gamdevi
Mahim

No. of copies
84
9
2
1
1
1
11
2

Congres Bulletins.
Congress Bulletins.
Congress Bulletins.
Revolution.
Sedition.
Flame.
..
Suburban Patrikas.
..
Revolution
|.
110 Revolution.
260 Revolution in Gujarati
28 Congress Bulletins.
45 Cartoons.
,.
81 Suburban Patrikas.
.
11 Navajivan.
14 Revolution.
48 Sedition.
.
184 Flame.
107 Revolution in Gujarati
.
55 Navajivan.
..
9 Navajivan.
.
20 Congress Bulletins.
Enclosures not reproduced being unimportant.
•

•

•

ft

•

t

•

•

•

•

ft ft

*

ft ft

ft
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Under the auspices of the Jain Swetamber Conference Boycott Committee
a public meeting was held on the 9th in Kanbaa Wadi, Kanaewadi.
lvlrs. Hansa Mehta presided. About 5,000 persons, including about
1,000 ladies, were present. Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya said that the
Government had no right to use force against the satyagrahis who
practised peaceful civil disobedience. Civil disobedience, he said, was a
peaceful revolt against the existing system of Government and it was a
perfectly legitimate and constitutional movement. They were out to defy
laws but they were equally prepared to face the consequences. They
never evaded arrests or convictions. On the contrary they quietly submitted to the orders of the police and accepted the judgements of the
magistrates even though they were wrong. He had always hoped to get
from Britain what they demanded, but he had been completely dis«
illusioned during the last two or three years and he had no more faith
in Britain's good intentions. He then dilated on the great awakening
that was to be seen in the country and complimented the women and
the merchants on their response to the call of the country. He then
narrated how India's resources were exploited by Britain and how all
industries and handicrafts were destroyed. It was to get rid of the
present state of affairs and starvation that the movement for selfGovernment was started and it was admitted by even Englishmen that
good Government was no substitute for self-Government. He appealed
to the audience to join the final struggle for freedom even if they had
to suffer. Vithalbhai Patel said that at present India was the poorest
country in the world where thousands of people died of starvation and
disease. He believed in attacking the Government on all fronts and he
was firmly of opinion that Britain would not accept India's demand unless
they created such a situation in the country which would make it
impossible to carry on the administration. He had decided not to allow
Government any peace till that situation was created. He appealed to
the audience to undertake a systematic boycott of British goods.
A meeting of about 300 millhands was held on the 9th at Chinchpokli
Dr. J. D. Prabhu presided. The president, Mrs. Kamalataai Prabhu and
G. L. Kandalkar made speeches asking the workers to celebrate the AllIndia Prisoners' Day on the 10th.
On the morning of Sunday, the 10th, a number of prabhat feris visited
the different localities in the southern part) of the city. They were conspicuous at Bohra Bazaar, Lohar Street, Hanuman Lane, Kalbadevi
Road, Bhuleshwar, Jitekar's Wadi, Parvati Mansions, Kandewadi, Madhav
Baug, Girgaum Back Road. Lallbaug, Tilak Bridge, Matunga and
DeLisle Road.
A procession of about 1,200 ladies, including Marwadi ladies and the
Desh Sevikas, started from Sukhanand's Dharmashala at C. P. Tank Road
and went to Chaupatty singing national songs. Afj Chaupatty, Pandit
Madan Mohan Malaviya addressed them. He said that he was much
impressed by the splendid work done by the Bombay ladies in furtherance of the present movement. Indian history was replete with the
glorious traditions of women who had made supreme sacrifices for the
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country. I h e Congress movement woiud be greatly strengthened if the
ladies ontinued their good work.
About iO children 01 ihe vanar sena went to the Hspianade Maidan
to picket the foreign toy shops at the coconut tair on the evening of Uie
9th. On the morning of tne 10th, about 2,000 children of the sena
paraded on the Uowalia Tank Maidan. Ihey then went to Girgaum back
Road where they were given sweets by the trustees of the Rancnhod Kanji
Estate.
In connection with the celebration of the All India Prisoners' Day,
8 mills were kept closed by the management, 29 mills were closed owing
to the absence of the employees, 26 mills closed down for want of the
full complement of workers and only 4 mills, namely, Jacob Sassoon,
Choi Silk, Jehangir Wadia and E. D. Sassoon Turkey Red Dye Works
worked during the whole day. There was some stone throwing on the
Khatau Makanji Mill and some panes of glass were broken.
About 1,000 millhands held a meeting in front of the Dinshaw Petit
Mill, Lalbaug, to celebrate the All India Prisoners Day. G. L. Kandalkar
presided. R. B. Neherkar, Sadashiv Jober, Vasant Khale, V. K. Tawde
and D. G. Pandit were present. They formed themselves into a procession which went along Suparibaug Road, Par el Road, Bhoiwada Cross
Road, Naigaum, Lady Jamshedji Road, Cadell Road, Prabhadevi Road,
DeLisle Road, Arthur Road and returned to Lalbaug after making
a demonstration in front of the Arthur Road Jail by shouting the jais of
the labour leaders and hais of the police.
The satyagraha committee had organised a public procession in
celebration of the All India Prisoners' Day on tjhe evening of the 10th.
Instructions were issued by the satyagraha committee that the processionists should march in fours and that the public should observe certain
rules of the road. Up to m/id-day there were strong rumours that the
procession would be banned. Large crowds of people assembled along
the route of the procession. At 4-30 p.m. the procession, about
25,000 strong, led by Mrs. Hansa Mehta, P. R. Lele and Jasvant K. Vaidya
started from the Congress House. They were followed by a batch of
Benaras students, about 700 ladies and the Congress volunteers. After
them came about 500 persons from Madanpura representing the Congress
Muslim Party. The rear of the procession consisted of the various
prabhat feris. When the procession came to the Prarthana Samaj Hall,
about 3,000 mill workers joined the procession, and when it was approaching Kalbadevi Road, Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya and Vithalbhai Patel
came in a car and moved along with the procession. The processionists
carried about 50 Congress flags, and also the Muslims and Sikh flags and
some of them shouted the following slogans : Vande Mataram, Inqilab
Zindabad, Mahatma Gandhi Ki Jai, Satyagraha Karavasi (Prisoner) Ki
Jai, Swatantra Bharat Ki Jai and Gandhi Raj Ki Jai. From Kalbadevi
Road the procession came along Cruickshank Road and proceeded as far
as Whiteway Laidlaw's shop at Hornby Road, where tfhey turned on to
Sir Pherozeshah Mehta Road and dispersed. The procession took about
an hour to pass Bori Bunder where I was standing. The processionists
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inaiched in fours but the spectators did not keep to th e footpaths as they
were requested to do.
1
I attach cutting from the Bombay Chronicle , dated the 11th regarding
the resclutions passed by the governing council of the Bombay Scouts'
Local Association, and regarding the appeal of Shivdas Champsey on the
question of the flying of the Congress tlag on the Municipal building.
K. J. PETIGARA,
for Commissioner of Police
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 4067/H/3717

HEAD POIICE OFFICE

Bombay, 12th August 1930

My Dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 4049/H/3717, dated the 11th August
1930.
I attach (1) a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin, dated the 11th
1
and (2) a copy of the Revolution of the 12th.
On the 11th picketing of toddy shops wasi continued as detailed

below I
No. of shops
A ward
B ward
Cand D wards
E ward
F ward
G ward
•

Male pickets

8

4
1

•

Female pickets

2
•

•

•

•

The following are details of arrests and convictions in connection with
the picketing of cloth shops in the Fort ]
No. of arrests

Date of arrest

No. of convictions on 11-8-1930

5

3 to 4 months' R. I.
1 t o 3 months' S.I.
1 discharged by police.

8-8-30

10

8 t o 4 months' R . I .
1 t o 4 months' S.I.
1 discharged by police

11-8-30 . .

10

3 to 4 months' R. I.
1 to 3 months' S.I.

7-8-30

•

•

Enclosure not produced.

Pending

Nil

Nil
6
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Several Congress volunteers and Desh Sevikas picketed the foreign cloth
shops at Bohra Bazaar Street, Masjid Bunder Road, Chakla Street,
Dongri
Mangaldas Market, Carnac
Memon Street, Kalbadevi Road, Girgaum Road, Falkland Road,
Lamington Road, Lalbaug, Poibavdi and Dadar. Some volunteers were
also reported to have examined carts carrying bales of cloth passing along
Memon Street, Princess Street and Mangald
Kalbadevi Road,
Market
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized in Bombay on
the 11th:
N o . of Copies

Police station
Palton Road . .
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Dongri
Do.
Pydhonie
Do.
Lamington Road
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
•

•

77 S-imaiga
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

t

•

•

•

•

•

•

38 Sedition
4 Fitoor
28 Revolution
131 Congress Bulletin
1 Yahom
1 Congress Bulletin
5 Congress Bulletin
1 Revolution
13 Congress Bulletin
24 Seaition
40 Fitoor
87 Suburban Patrika
98 Revolution

A public meeting of cloth merchants was held at Keshav Baug, Princess
Street, last night when about 1,500 persons were present. Soorji
Soorji and
Vallabhdas, Miss
MadanBMohanBMalaviy
were also present. Gordhandas Morarji Gokuldas presided. Pandit
Madan Mohan Malaviya congratulated the merchants of Bombay on
their sacrifices in the national cause and their efforts to further the
movement. It was a matter of gratification, he said, that the largest city
in India had won laurels in the present struggle by contributing the
greatest share to its' success. He explained how the textile industry and
the resources of India had declined rapidly on account of the vested
interests of the foreigners.
economic pol
did not take into consideration the interests of the Indian traders. He
knew that the merchants had suffered losses, but those losses were nothing
in comparison to those which the satyagrahis had to suffer in the service
of the motherland by having their heads fractured and their bones broken.
He appealed to the merchants to support the boycott movement and
make it a success.
Under the auspices of the Girni Kamgar Union, a meeting of about
1,000 millhands was held in the maidan in front of the Dinshaw Petit
Deshpande
Mills, Lalbaug, on the evening of the
who was released from jail that morning. G. L. Kandalkar presided.
Sunder Kabadi,
Philip Afitone,
R. B. Neherkar,
Abdul Majid,
R. M. Jattibhekar, Vasant Khale, N. S. Desai, Mrs. Suhasini Nambiar
and Miss Krishnakumari Sardesai were present. The president said that
they had met there that evening to welcome S. V. Deshpande who had

397
suffered on their account.
Girni
Union and to support the present propaganda of the Congress. Sunder
Kabadi said that S. V. Deshpande was an old friend of his and he was
glad to welcome him again in their midst to do solid work for the workers.
S. V. Deshpande after narrating his jail experiences said that while the
workers and peasants leaders were ill-treated in jail, the Congress leaders
were given royal comforts. The present Congress agitation he said, was
of no earthly good to the workers and peasants who could not be happy
and contended until the workers' and peasants' raj was established. He
quoted the instance of China where the workers and peasants were
betrayed by the capitalists after their goal was achieved. Nc purpose
would b'j served by holding meetings and taking out processions. There
would be no peace for the workers and peasants in India unless and until
imperialism and capitalism were destroyed. The meeting terminated after
S. V. Deshpande was garlanded.
The war council of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee
proposes to observe labour week from the 17th with a view to carrying
on Congress propaganda in the mill area.
The executive committee of the Bombay Youth League has passed
resolutions : (1) condemning the peace moves carried on by the leaders
of the national struggle for freedom; (2) affirming that the only and
immediate objective the youth movement stands for and supports is complete national independence ; and (3) calling upon the youths to carry on
intensive and extensive agitation against the possible betrayal of the cause
Df independence.
Pandit Malaviya is going to address a public meeting on the Esplanade
Maidan this evening. The desk sevikas have arranged for a swaraj procession on the 24th. Persons taking part in the procession should have
at least 5 tolas of sacrificial yarn,
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETTN
No. 95

Bombay, 11th August 1930.

Maharashti
is due to it from the press. It is in the very nature of the movement that
it cannot be spectacular, months of unwearied preparation and organization had to be done before the actual satyagraha was started.
The forest satyagraha was started in the Sangamner and Akola talukas
(Ahmadnagar district) on 22-7-30. Peasants in large numbers removed
grass in large quantities. Satyagraha committees have been started for the
purpose and the masses have pledged to observe strict non-violence.
Monster meetings were held at Sangvi, Rajur and Kotul and were
attended by peasants from distant villages. The peasants declared in the
meeting that they would adhere to satyagraha even at the cost of their
lives and would never retrace their step till the victory was won. The
two peasant leaders exclaimed with great emotion that all the peasants
of their villages were united to wage a non-violent war against their

•
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common enemy and any amount of repression on the part of the Government would not dissuade them from that chosen path. The satyagrahis
of Rajur fasted for a da# and a half as the Police insulted the
national flag.
A Talati of Sangamner on sudden outburst of loyalty has taken to
systematic propaganda to dissuade the people from joining satyagraha.
A short account of inhuman acts committed by the Mamlatdar of Akola
was published in the issue of the bulletin. At this the Mamlatdar seems
to be overjoyed and thinking that it would be the best proof of his loyalty
has sent it to the Collector hoping that the same will entitle him for the
promotion in the higher grade.
GOVERNMENT MISCHIEF-MONGERS.—By hook or crook Government are trying their level best to defeat the satyagraha movement.
Pamphlets in different colours are printed and dispatched to the address
of village Talatis for distribution. These pamphlets are a treasure of lies
and perveision of truth and are intended to bring into hatred the
satyagraha movement and to win support to the Government policy of
high-handed repression. The pamphlets meet the fate they deserve. Th's
is one of the ways of ma bap Government wasting the funds of poor
rayats.
POLICE OUTWITTED.—Police raided the
a second tirtie but to their surprise the copies of
left the office. In spite of the harassment of the
the attempt by the police to confiscate the copies
of copies are sold every day.

Forest Bulletin office
the bulletins had already
boys selling bulletin and
of bulletin large numbers

RESIGNATION OF PATILS.—In Baglan taluka 45 Police Patils have
handed over their resignations and many more in the Districts of Khandesh and Nagar. About a dozen Police Patils are to resign shortly. A
particular patriotic police patil by name Bhan Yesoo of Kothe Budruk
resigned immediately as he was forced to give false evidence in a case
against the satyagrahi. His letter of resignation reads: —
" I have served the Government loyally for 2 years. I cannot serve
the satanic sarkar for the sake of /yearly sum of Rs. 37-8-0 any
longer when I see the high-handed repression throughout the country.
1 repent for having often harassed the poor rayats in execution of the
orders of the Satanic Government. I having refused to harass the
rayat any longer I was harassed by the Authorities and hence the
resignation ".
PEACE PARLEYS
George Slocombe's interview first with Gandhiji, and then with the
Viceroy paved a way. for negotiations between the Congress and the
Government. M. R. Jayakar and T. B. Sapru took this Os an opportunity to arrive at some settlement. The Congress in general and the
Nehrus in particular were opposed to parleys of peace. However, the
peace makers, at the instance of the Viceroy, persuaded Jawaharkl
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Nehiu and Motilal Nehru to go to Yeravda to have talks with Gandhiji.
The Nehrus wene taken to Yeravda from Naini Jail by a special train.
They stayed at Yeravda from 12 to 19 August. There were talks between
Gandhiji, Jawaharlalji, Mot Halji, Vallabhbhai9 Jairamdas
Daulairam,
Sarojini Naidu and Syed Mahmud from 13 to 15 August 1930. {Vallabho'nai and Jairamdas were prisoners). The Congress leaders were yet
sceptical about the outcome of peace parleys. But Gandhiji prevailea
upon them and stated that they should not reject peace parleys out and
out but should lay down conditions for a settlement. They included:
(/) India's right to secede from the empire, (//) a national government
responsible to India's people and (Hi) India s right to refer British claims,
including the burden of public debt, to an independent tribunal, if the
National Government considered them unjust. It was on these conditions that the Congress leaders agreed to withdraw Civil Disobedience,
o/ course after due agteement by the CWC. After the parleys, the
Nehrus were brought back to Naini Jail again by a special train.
Jayakar took the Congress terms of agreement to Lord Irwin on 21st
August. Irwin made it clear that the terms were unacceptable to him.
He grew passimistic about the parleys, and stiffened his attitude towards
the Congress. He now also saw that the Provincial Governments were
in a position \to suppress and to beat the Congress Movement.
Jayakar
and Sapru travelled to Allahabad along with Irwin's reply of 28th August.
There they saw the Nehrus and Syed Mahmud in Nairn Jail The
attitude of Jawaharlalji and Matildji had grown tougher by this time.
They totally rejected Irwin's terms as a basis of settlement. But they
wanted Gandhiji to take the final Responsibility for closing down the
talks. Jayakar and Sapru, the mediators, once more went to Yeravda
1
alons with the letter from the Nehrus. They discussed the issue with
Gandhiji in Yeravda jail from 3rd to 5th September 1930. Gandhiji now
adopted an unflinching attitude and expressed his total agreement with
the stand taken by> the Nehru. He said the time had not come for
peace. After having discussed the matter with Vallabhbhai, Sarojini
Naidu and Jairamdas, Gandhiji signed a letter to the mediators confirming the opinion of the NehrUs and Syed Mahmud. Jayakar and
Sapru wired to Irwin the news that the negotiations had broken down
the same day 5th September.
Thus ended the two month efforts of peace making. Besides Jayakar
and Sapru. George Slocombe and PurUshcttamdas ThakuMas worked as
unofficial emissaries between Gandhiji and the Government. At this
stage. Gandhiji came to be acknowledged as the supreme leaded of the
Congress, while non-Congress Hindu politicians realised that Gandhiji
occupied a key position in all dealings with the British. Jawaharlalji
also achieved a higher position in the politics of nationdlism. He outweighed Sapru and Jayakar and the groups they represented. Hence,
Gandhiji decided that, for any settlement with the British, he should
obtain the concurrence of Jawaharlalfi.

—Editor

•
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 4109/H/3717,

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 13th August 1930

My
In continuation of my D. O. No. 4067/H/3717, dated the 12th August
1930.
I attach (1) a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin of the 12th,
1
(2) a copy of the Sedition of the I lth, (3) a copy of the Revolution* of
the 12th, and (4) a copy of a cartoon regarding the Peshawar riots
rule
entitle \i
On the 12th, picketing of toddy and l'quor shops was continued as
detailed below :
*

%

No. of shops

0)

(3)

(2)

A ward
B ward
C and D wards
E ward
F ward
G ward
•

Male pickets

•

4 (toddy)
1 (toddy)

8

8 (liquor)

30

Female pickets
(4)

2

The following are details of arrests and convictions in connection with
the picketing of cloth shops in the Fort :
Date of arrest

No. pending
(2)

(1)
11-8-30 ..

6

No. of convictions on 12-8-30
(3)
5 to 4 months' R. I
1 discharged

« r p

Date of arrest

No. of arrests
(2)

(1)

No. of convictions on 12-8-30
(3)

1&

12-8-.30 ..

12

9 to 4 months' R. I.

*

Pending
(4)
3

The Congress volunteers and Desk Sevihas also picketed yesterday the
foreign cloth shops at Bohra Bazaar, Parsi Bazaar, Masjid Bunder Road,
Chakla Street, Bhajipala Lane, Carnac Road, Dongri Street, Bhendy
Bazaar, Mangaldas Market, Shaikh Memon Street, Kalbadevi Road,
Girgaum Road, Girgaum Back Road, Falkland Road, Laminston R-oad,
Lalbaug, Poibavdi and Dadar. Some volunteers also continued their
activities of stopping carts containing bales of cloth in VithahvadL Old
Hanuman Lane and Kolbhat Lane. They were also noticed examining
the bundles carried by passersby to ascertain what kind of cloth they had
purchased. The parties interfered with do not seem to resent the action
of the volunteers. Arrangements are being made to put a stop to this
1

and

2

Enclosures net reproduced.
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The following unauthorised
the 12th :—
Poli:e Station

sheets

were seized in Bombay on
• No. of copies

0)

(2)

Paiton Road
Do.
Do.
Pydhonie
Gaindevi
Lainiagton Road
Do.
Do.
1*J <* •

news

• •

Maharbouri
Maaim

• •

32 Congress Bulletins
15 Fitoor
15 Revolution in Gujarati
3 Congress Bulletins
1 Congress Bulletins
20 Congress Bulletins
2 Sedition
1 Revolution
1 Dynamite
44 Congress Bulletins
5 Congress Bulletins

Under the auspices of the Bombay Provinc/al Congress Committee a
public meeting was held last evening on the Esplanade Maidan under the
presidentship of Mrs. Hansa Mehta. About 10,000 persons were present.
Mrs. Maniben Vallabhbhai Patel, who was released yesterday afternoon,
after the fine was paid by some Gujerati, said that she regretted her
release from jail before the expiry of the term, and suggested the social
boycott of the person who paid the fine on her behalf against her will.
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya made a lengthy speech detailing the
account of the progress of the Civil Disobedience Movement which he
described as a peaceful revolt against the existing system of government.
He said that the world was completely dazed at the progress of this
unique movement based on the principle of non-violence. The response
of the country indicated that the all merciful God was behind the
movement. All speculation that it would lead to an outbreak of violence
was falsified, and in spite of ruthless repression the non-violent Indians
submitted to lathi charges and suffered imprisonment Hindus and
Mussalmans were fighting shoulder to shoulder and a spirit of mutual
goodwill was conspicuous, as would be seen from the example of Abbas
Tyebji and Mrs. Lukmani following Gandhi and Mrs. Sarojini Naidu. He
dilated on the spirit of sacrifice shown by the young and old men and
women of the country in order to gain Swaraj and he was sanguine that
the people would soon succeed if this spirit was maintained. He pointed
out that it was perfectly legitimate to defy a law when it was considered
unjust and to defy a government which tyrannised over them. He did not
mind if government arrested and imprisoned the satyagrahis but he
strongly objected to the use of lathis against nin-violent people. H e cited
the instances of the great leaders of the country who were incarcerated
for the love of their country. He said that the interests, of the people were
quite safe in the hands of Gandhi who alone could claim to seek on behalf of the nation by reason of the penances and sacrifices. Any
decisions which they might arrive at in the best interests of the country
would be binding on them. Still the people should not slacken their
efforts in view of the negotiations for peace but should go on with the
Congress programme*
A-115—26-A,

the boyc
V

«

402

programme which would eventually force the British nation to come to
its senses.
The F Ward District Congress Committee held a public meeting in
the open maidan opposite the Dinshaw Petit Mill's, Lalbaug, on the evening of the 12th . About 1,000 millhands were present. Ghagre Master.
Balkrishna Taralkar, D. R. Shinde and Dr. J. D. Prabhu made speeches
asking the people to become members of the Congress boycott liquor and
wear khaddar.
|
Under the auspices of the A Ward District Congress Committee
a meeting of residents and voters of the A Ward was held at Bazaar Gate
Street on the evening of the 12th, when Nagindas Master presided. About
125 persons were present. Shivdas Champsey said that thousands had
suffered for the honour of the Congress flag and various municipalities
and local boards in other parts of the country had hoisted the flag and
it was up to Bombay to have the Congress flag on her Corporation
building. He then appealed to the residents of A Ward to ask their
representatives in the Corporation to support the motion which he was
going to bring before the Corporation. If their representatives did not
listen to them, they should be asked to resign their posts as it would be
a mockery to have self-government without the Congress flag flying on
the Corporation building. W. T. Halai moved a resolution that the
Congress flag should be hoisted on the Municipal building and that the
representatives in the Corporation should support the motion of wShivdas
Champsey. He said that if the motion was rejected by the Corporation,
he hoped that hundreds of people would go to the Municipal building
and hoist the flag every day. Faredoon Bomanji Ved seconded the
resolution and suggested that Hornby Road should be named Lathi Road
as thousands of people had received lathi blows there. The president put
the resolution to the vote and it was carried unanimously. He then
suggested that people in different wards should be prevailed upon to tell
1
their representatives in the Corporation to support the motion of Shivdas
Champsey. W. T. Halai invited those who had received lathi blows to
give their names to the A Ward District Congress Committee for the
information of the inquiry committee appointed by the Corporation.
Under the auspices of the Girni Kamgar Union a meeting attended
by about 500 millhands was held at DeUsIe Road on the evening of
the 12th. G. L. Kandalkar presided. R. B. Neherkar, Abdul Majid,
V. K. Tawde and Genoobai Pavar were present. They made speeches
asking the millhands to strengthen the Girni Kamgar Union and join the
Congress. They criticised the speech of S. V. Deshpande who had
advised the workers not to join the Congress. The speakers pointed out
that the Congress was for all including the workers.
The management of the Simplex Mill which has been treated by the
Congress as a non-Swadeshi mill have put up a notice closing the mill
for a few days from today until the question of boycott was settled
between the Congress and the management of the mill. About 1,480 millhands had been thrown out of work.
One.Madhavji Vishram Thackar, a volunteer who was released from
Nasik Jail arrived at Victoria Terminus yesterday afternoon. He was
A-115—26-B.
*

*
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taken in procession from Bori Bunder to Wadgadi by about 100 volunteers
from the Mandvi ward.
Mrs. Ratanben Mehta, Miss Maniben Patel, Mrs. Harnam Kaur, and
Mrs. Amrit Kaur who were convicted and sentenced to pay afineof
Rs. 100 or in default 15 days' simple imprisonment along with Pandit
Malaviya were released yesterday as simeone paid the fine on their
behalf.
It is reported that the batch of 100 Benaras students will be utilised
by the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee in carrying out the
Congress programme including the picketing of colleges in a short time.
I attach a translation of a Marathi handbill issued by Dharamanand
1
Kosambi explaining the relationship between the Congress and the
workers.
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 96.
Bombay, 12th August 1930.
All eyes not only Indian but the imperialists too, have turned
on Yervada
where the Nehrus
will meet Mahatmaji today.
Whether those who are responsible for the national awakening would
be prepared to accept the terms of peace, for which the liberals are
clamouring with the plea of deadlock in country's trade or they disregarding the faithless pledges of a dying Empire, would tell the peace-makei
to keep mum is to be seen in a few days.
Unfortunately, we are afraid that those who are going to meet and
confer are not aware of the political development which India has seen
during last three months. It is impossible for them to judge, with their
knowledge of facts as depicted in Anglo-Indian Papers which are rationed
to them, to what extent, the nation had advanced.
But still we have full faith in them. What they settle and understand
is a mandate to us. If they, with the paraphernalia of counsels and
witnesses, produce a will of the dying imperialism, we, as beneficiaries,
will be glad to receive it with open arms. If they prefer that India has
fought successfully the battle, and the terms of peace are for us to put
down, we do not mind waiting for the result of the Round Table
1
Conference in which is pledged the system of self-Government for

India.
*
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 4135/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 14th August 1930.

My Dear Collins,
in continuation of my D. O. No. 4109/H/3717, dated the 13th August
1930.
_

f

. Not reproduced due to paucity of space.
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I attach (1) a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin of the 13th;
1
(2) a copy of the Flame of the same date , (3)
of the Dynamite
2
3
of the 12th and (4) a copy of the Dynamite of the 13 th .
On the 13th picketing of toddy and liquor shops was continued as
detailedBbeJow :
No. of shops

Wards
A ward
B ware!
C and D wards
E ward
F ward
G ward

•

Male pickets

Female pickets

•

•

•

*

•

4

4 (teddy)
1

•

2

•

2

1 (liquor)

•

•

The following are details of arrests and convictions in connection with!
the picketing of cloth shops in the Fort:

•

3

Date of arrest

No. of arrests

12-8-30

•

No. of convictions on 13-8-30

No. pending

Date of arrest

12

13-8-30 ..

2 to 4 .months' R. I
1 to 2 moriihs' P.. I,
No. of convictions on 13-8-30

8 to 4 months' R. I.
1 to 3 months' R. I

Pending

3

Picketing was also continued yesterday by the Congress volunteers and
the Desk Sevikas at the foreign cloth shops at Bohra Bazaar, Holi
Chakla, Masjid Bunder Road, Chakla Street, Bhajipala Lane, Carnac
Road, Dongri Street, Bhendy Bazaar, Mangaldas Market, Shaikh Memon
Street, Kalbadevi Road, Girgaum Road, Falkland Road, Lamington Road,
De Lisle
and Dadar.
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized in Bombay on the
13th :
Police Station

No. of copies

(1)

Esplanade
Do,
Dongri
Pydhoni
Lamington Road
Do.
Do,
r

,

2

and 3 Enclosures not reproduced.

(?)
2
2
6
2
17
17
1

Congress Bulletins
Cartoons regarding Peshawar
Congress Bulletins
Congress Bulletins
Congress Bulletins
Navajivan
Revolution
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The branch of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee in the
labour area organised two labour meetings yesterday. One of them
was held near the Dockyard Road Railway Station. About 300 millhands were present. Dharmanand Kosambi presided. The president,
Sunder P. Kabadi, A. A. Shaikh, Keshav Bhikaji Kubal, S. D. Acharya
and others made speeches asking the mill-hands to join the Congress in
order to improve their economic condition and secure the freedom of
their country.
The other meeting, attended by about 1,000 millhands, was held on
the maidan opposite the Dinshaw Petit Mill, Lalbaug, Abdul Majid,
the vice-piesident of the Girni Kamgar Union, presided. The president,
A. A. Shaikh, D. G. Pandit, Babu Kalyan, S. B. Mahadeshwar, Sunder
P. Kabadi, Balkrishna Taralkar and G. L. Kandalkar made speeches
asking the millhands not to be misled by the peace negotiations that
were going on in Poona but to join the Congress and strengthen their
union. They were also asked to boycott foreign cloth and give up drink.
S. B. Mahadeshwar asked the workers to form volunteer corps in their
chawls and lanes to carry out the Congress programme for the boycott
of British goods and liquor. Sunder P. Kabadi said that besides strengthening their union it was* the duty of the workers to carry out the prothe
masses.
He further said that in case the Congress leaders did not succeed in their
object through the boycott movement, the workers should be ready to
carry on the agitation for independence by working for a general strike
on all public services such as railways, docks, posts, telegraphs, etc. He
added that by resorting to a general strike they would create a deadlock
and thus compel Government to grant them freedom. He finally appealed to them to strengthen their unions if they wanted to enjoy the same
privileges as were enjoyed by the workers in advanced countries like
England, America, Germany, etc.
Under the auspices of the Girni Kamgar Union a meeting of about
300 millhands was* held near Arthur Road Bridge on the evening of the
13th. G. L. Kandalkar presided. The president, Y. K. Godse, Sadashiv Jobber and Ramchandra B. Neherkar appealed to the workers to
strengthen their union and join the Congress. They condemned the
attempts made by E. D. Sassoon & Co. and other millowners to close
their mills on the flimsy excuse of over production. S. V. Deshpande,
the Communist who was present at the meeting, wanted to make a
speech at the termination of the proceedings, but he was) prevented from
doing so by the president.
Under the auspices of the Parsi Rajkiya Sabha, a public meeting of
the Parsis was held yesterday at the Sir Cowasji Jehangir Hall under the
presidentship of Dr. Mrs. Dosibai Dadabhoy. About 800 persons were
present. I attach a cutting from the Times of India of the 14th giving
a report of the proceedings.
At about 9 p.m., yesterday Sergeant Rimmer of the Lammgton Road
Police Station, who was in plain clothes, saw a volunteer selling Congress
Bulletins near Congress House. When the Sergeant went to seize the
copies the volunteer ran into the compound. The Sergeant followed him.
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A crowd soon collected and hustled the Sergeant. Help however arrived
from the police station and the Sergeant was rescued. The captain of the
volunteers was asked to hand over the individual who had taken shelter
in the Congress House, and he did so. Two persons were arrested for
disorderly behaviour at the time of this incident. Sergeant Rimmer, two
police constables and a volunteer who had received slight injuries in the
scuffle, were treated at the J. J. Hospital.
V. A. Sundaram, who is in-charge of the batch of volunteers that came
from Benares last week, contradicts the Bombay Chronicle report that
they were going to picket the colleges. Some of these volunteers have
already left for Allahabad, Jubbulpore and Ahmedabad and the rest are
going to Sangamner.
Last night I received a cipher wire from the C. I. D., Allahabad,
asking me to detain three boxes containing printed copies of the report
of the Peshawar Enquiry Committee. The boxes arrived this morning
and I have taken them in charge. I have wired to the C. I. D., Allahabad, asking for instructions as to their final disposal. I cannot detain
them unless they are proscribed.
Yesterday evening the Foreign Piece Goods Association of the Mulji
Jetha Market invited Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya to a discussion on
the question of the boycott of foreign goods. From the discussion,
which was private, it appeared that several leading merchants were tired
of the boycott and wanted to know why the boycott was being so vigorously enforced an Bombay whereas the merchants in Madras, Delhi
and Bengal were doing business openly and without much molestation
from their provincial committees. Malaviya advised them to carry on
the boycott till November by which time they would have an idea as
to what was likely to be the result of the London Conference.
•

-

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 97
Bombay, 13th August 1930.
The town, still echoing with the hoof sounds of Shivajti's mounted army
and rernmicent of diplomacy of the Peshawas, and the thundering
speeches of the Lokmanya Tilak, is roused up these days, with wide
enthusiasm and zeal which be speaks of older traditions. The students
of the Fergusson and Sir Parshurambhau Colleges, have hoisted the
National Flags om their College premises with the consent of the College
Authorities, and it is but natural that they should refuse the orders of
the authorities to bring it down. The students, we learn have given an
'ultimatum to the Principal, saying that if the Principal insists on bringing
the flag down the College as a body will get out on a permanent strike.
And in a moment of frenzy, the Poona Police have thought fit to arrest
Sjt. Mehendale, who was the leader of the Poona Youths.
In these circumstances, Poona Youths deserve all congratulations, and
sympathy. No Congressman will of the opinion of bringing the National
Flag down under pressure and the valiant stand of the Poona students
is certainlv commendable.

407

TIMES OF INDIA
14th August 1930.
Mr. Vithalbhai Patel expatiated on his pet
theme,
regarding
non-paichase of any cloth for one year, speaking at a meeting
of Parsis at the Sir C. J. Hall, Bombay, on "true Swadeshi" on Wednesday evening. A piece of paper was passed on to him by someone in
the audience during the meetmg :
" I am asked to express my views on peace," he said looking at the
piece OL paper and asked " who does not want peace ? 1 want peace.
Mr. Gandhi and all the other Congress leaders who are now in jail
want peace. But it must be an honourable peace. In the present
circumstances when thousands are ;being jailed, when thousands are
beaten with lathis and when thousands are shot down, how can you
expect anyone to talk of peace ? You are now asked to carry on
peace negotiations at the point of a bayonet. There is no apparent
sign to show that there is a real change of heart on the part of the
British Government. I am sure that it is not until they realise that
they cannot carry on in India any longer that they will begin seriously
to talk of peace.
Continumg the speaker said that the Viceroy's declaration started with
the presumption that there were certain subjects such as the military
which Indians were not tit to administrate. He (the speaker) thought
that, man to man Indians were in no way inferior to the Britishers, but
he was prepared to concede that a certain period of time would be
necessary for the transference of power from British into Indian hands.
"Let them admit that Indians are fit for swaraj and give us a definite
assurance of independence, then and only then we will talk about peace, *'
he added.
Reverting to the subject of the boycott of cloth, Mr. Patel asked the
audience again to abstain from buying any cloth except hand-spun, handwoven khadi for one year. His reasons for extending the boycott even
to Indian mill cloth were that he placed the millowners in more or less
the same category as the Government and he was sure that otherwise,
they would make the best of the boycott movement and exploit the
situation. "Let the millowners give an assurance that their sympathies
are with the Congress ; let them say they will not use any English
machinery and stores for theiir mills ; let them take to swadeshd and then
Mr
Movement
if it were not for it the boycott movement would not have received the
impetus which it had received. He thought that if the Parsis even merelycarried on the boycott movement they would be helping the movement
a great deal.
Dr. (Mrs.) Dosibai Dadabhoy presided, Mrs. Tehmina Joshi, Mrs. Jaishri
Mrs
Mrs
asked those Parsis who dealt in liquor, to give up that trade.
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The meeting was held under the auspices of the Parsi Rajkiya Sabha
and admission into the hall was by tickets. The proceeds will go to the
Parsi Swadeshi Pracharak Fund.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 4J58/H/3717

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 15th August 1930.

My Dear Collins,
In continuation of my D O . No. 4135/H/3717, dated the 14th August
1930.
I attach for your information (1) a copy of the Bombay Congress
1
2
Bulletin of the 14th, (2) a copy of Revolution of the 14th, (3) a copy
2
of Sedition* of the 14th and (4) a copy of Dynamite No. 3 wrongly dated
the 13th.
On the 14th picketing of toddy and liquor shops was continued as
detailed below j
No. of shops
(

(2)

)

A ward
B ward
C and D wards
E ward
F ward
G ward

•

9)

•

•

Male pickets
(3)

Female pickets
(4)

•

•

•

9

•

•

•

9

4 (todd>)
1 (toddy)

1 (liquor)

8
•

•

•

•

2

2
•

•

•

•

The following are details of arrests and convictions in connection with
the picketing of cloth shops in the Fort:
Date of arrest
(1)

13-8-30
Date of arrest
14-8-30 ..

Cases pending
(2)
3

No. of arrests
11

No. of convictions on 14-8-30
(3)
3 to 4 months* R. I.
Pending
No. of convictions on 14-8-30
3
8 tc 4 month's R. I.

Congress volunteers and desh sevikas picketed foreign cloth shops at
Holi Chakla, Parsi Bazaar, Masjid
Mangaldas Market
Lane, Carnac Road, Dongri Street, Bhendy
Shaikh Memon Street, Kalbadevi Road, Girgaum, Falkland Road, Null
Bazaar, Lamington Road, Sandhurst Road, Lalbaug, Poibavdi and
Dadar.
blankets
Memon
3 Congress volunteers who stopped the horse and pulled the victoria to
1

to 4 Enclosures not reproduced being net available.
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one side of the road in. order to examine the bundles. The 3 volunteers
were arrested by the police and prosecuted under the Picketing Ordinance.
They were convicted today and sentenced to 5 months' rigorous (imprisonment each. Some volunteers also picketed outside the goods yards at
Wadi Bunder and Carnac Road. At Wadi Bunder they simply stood on
the road but did not interfere with anybody, probably owing to the
presence of the police, but at Carnac Bunder two carts containing foreign
cloth are reported to have been sent back by the volunteers.
The following unauthorised news sheets- were seized in Bombay on
the 14th: —
Police station

No. of copies
(2)

(1)
Palton Road . .
Do.
Lamington Road
Do.
Do.
Do.

•

•

*

•

•

•

66 Suburban Patrika
108 Young India
648 Revolution
3 Suburban Patrika
1 Flame
I Sedition

The Lamington Road Police seized 3 copies of the proscribed book
Dharasana No Kalo Ker in Gujarati, which were being sold near the
Congress House on the 13th. Three more were seized yesterday.
Under the auspices of the Mandvi District Congress Committee a public
meeting attended by about 2,500 persons, was held in the Cutchi Visa
Oswal Wadj on the evening of the 14th. Nanji Hirji Bhojraj presided.
Mrs. Raiji congratulated Doongersi Cutchra, one of the volunteers of
Gandhi's first batch, on his release and said that she was glad to see her
brothers entering the arena of sacrifice and sufferings for their country's
sake. Govind Malaviya
was due to indisposition. He said that the time for congratulating those
who came out of jails had not yet come. Their place was inside the jails
and not outside. Dongersi and the other volunteers of his batch were
to be congratulated on being the vanguard of the Indian army of freedom.
carry
worry about the peace negotiations. He knew
would be quite safe in the hands of Gandhi. He congratulated the public
of Bombay on the noble part played by them in the fight for freedom
and asked them to continue the fight unflinchingly till they reached their
goal. Dr. J. V. Vora and Virchand Panachand appealed to the people
to carry out the boycott propaganda vigorously.
A meeting of about 300 people was held at Dhuru Hall, Dadar, last
night under the auspices of the G Ward District Congress Committee
an
Deo
when T. R. Naravne presided. G. S. Kanthi,
Mrs. Shantabai Vengasarkar and the president made speeches asking the
audience to boycott British goods, to give up drink and to join the
Congress. They also exhorted them not to think about the peace
the
on
in
the
Yervada
jail,
but
to
tions which were going
Congress propaganda as vigorously as herebefore.
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In connection with the peace parleys going on in Poona, the war councii
ot the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee passed the following
resolution yesterday:
"The war council of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee
views with great concern the present peace parleys which they consider
to be highly detrimental to the movement for independence in which
the country is now engaged.
It reaffirms the resolution passed at the Lahore Congress declaring
complete independence as their immediate objective and reiterates that
nothing short of that goal will be acceptable to the masses of the
nation
The council of the Bombay Presidency Association at its 30th meeting
on Wednesday, passed a resolution earnestly requesting H. E. the Governor
of Bombay to exercise his privilege of mercy in favour of the four accused
persons in the Sholapur murder trial and to commute the sentences of
capital punishment into one of imprisonment.
In connection with the observance of the Congress Labour Week in
Bombay the satyagraha committee has announced the following
programme
3*

17th August
18th August
19th August
20th August
21st August
22nd August
23rd August

..
..
..
..
..
..
..

Kamgar Day
Unemployment Day
Bread Procession
Independence Day
Congress Day
Boycott Day
Midnight meeting

There will be meetings held of all the various classes of workers throughout the week at various places with a view to bringing them all under the
wing of the Indian National Congress.
Under the auspices of the Gimi Kamgar Union, a meeting of about
100 millhands was held in the compound of Sakharwalla's Chawl at
Fergusson Road on the evening of the 14th. G. L. Kandalkar presided.
Speeches were made by the president, Abdul Majid, V. K. Tawde and
Sakharam Laxman Lad exhorting the millhands to join the Congress and
strengthen the Girni Kamgar Union. Referring to the speech of
S. V. Deshpande on the 11th in which he criticised the Congress, the
speakers ?aid that though Deshpande was not a creature of government
they should not allow him to speak at labour meetings as he was opposed
to the Congrsss. If the workers were united and strong, they would be
able to face the capitalists if that should be necessary, when Swaraj was
established. If the labourers joined the Congress in large numbers they
would be able to demand representation on the Congress committee.
The meeting of the Municipal Corporation held yesterday passed
a resolution, moved by M. M. Desai, deploring the order of the government
prohibiting the exhibition of the film of Gandhi's march and urging upotf
government to withdraw the order. Voting on the resolution resulted ffl
a tie, but the president gave his casting vote in favour of the resolution.
A batch of 15 volunteers returned to Benaras by the Delhi Express
last night
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Messrs E. D. Sassoon & Co., agent of Elphinstone, David Mills No. 1
and 2, Mayer Sassoon, Edward Sassoon, Appollo, E. D. Sassoon and
Rachel Sassoon Mill, have put up a further notice saying that these mills
which were to have been closed on the 15th will continue work till the
completion of the existing contracts on the definite understanding that the
services of the workers will be liable to termination at a day's notice.
The Manchester Mill has been closed from today and the Alexandra Mill
will close tomorrow. A notice has been put up at the Jacob Sassoon
Mill that the mill will continue to work in order to finish the existing
contracts for about two months more and in case there is improvement
in trade the mill will not be closed.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 4190/H/3717

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 16th August 1930

My
In continuation of my DO. No. 4158/H/3717, dated the 15th August
1930.
I attach for your information (1) a copy of the Bombay Congress
1
Bulletin of the 15th, (2) a copy of Sedition of the 15th and (3) a copy of
Revolution* of the same date.
On the 15th picketing of toddy and liquor shops was continued as
detailed below:
Ward
Award
B ward
C and D
E ward
Fward
Gward

No .of shops

Male pickets

Female pickets

.•
wards . .
..
•.
..
..
..

4 (toddy)
1

8
2
•

1 (liquor)

4

2

and convictions in connection with
the picketing of cloth shops in the Fort:
Date of arrest

Cases pending
3

14-8-30
Date of arrest
15-8-30

1

No. of convictions on
15-8-30

No. of
arrests
12

1 to 4 months' R. I.
2 to 6 weeks' R. I.
No. of convictions on
15-8-30

6 to 4 months' R.I.
1 to 3 months' R. I.
1 to 2 months' R.I.

and * Enclosures not reproduced.

Pending
4
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Foreign cloth shops were also picketed by Congress volunteers and
desh sevikas as Holi Chakla, Parsi Bazaar, Masjid tfunoer Road, Chakla
Street, Bhajipala Lane, Dongri Street, Carnac Road, Bhendy bazaar,
Mangaldas Market, Shaikh Memon Street, Kalbadevi Road, Girgaum'
Roaa, Falkland Road, Sandhurst Road, Lamington Road, Lalbaug,
Poibavdi and Dadar.
At 4 p.m. yesterday a Congress volunteer stopped a cart containing
bales of cloth at the junction of Vithalwadi and Kalbadevi Road and
opened one of the bales to see whether it contained foreign cloth. He
was arrested by a party of police which was patrolling Kalbadevi Road
and was charged under the Picketing Ordinance. Volunteers were also
noticed standing at Shaikh Memon Street, Dadyseth Agiary Lane and
Bhuleshwar, but on account of the presence of the police they did not
interfere with anybody. There were also 8 volunteers outside the entrance
1
to the Wadi Bunder Goods Yard but the presence of the police guard
prevented them from taking any action. There were no volunteers at
Carnac Bunder yesterday.
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized in Bombay on
the 15th:—
Police Station
Esplanade
..
Palton Road ..
Palton Road
Palton Roa I
Dongri
Pydhonie
Pydhonie
..
Princess street
Lamington Road
Gamdcvi

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

No. of copies
5 Congress Bulletins
43 Revolution
8 Zoolum Patrika
7 Congress Bulletins
8 Congress Bulletins
4 Congress Bulletins
1 Zoolum Patrika
6 Congress Bulletins
1 Poster
16 Congress Bulletins

Under the auspices of the Bombay Cotton Merchant and Mukadams'
Association and the Bombay Cotton Brokers' Association, Limited,
a Dublic meeting, of cotton merchants was held at 12 noon yesterday at
the Cotton Exchange Hall, Cotton Green, Sewri. Sir Purshottamdas
Thakurdas presided. About 1,200 cotton merchants, brokers, mukadams
and commission agents were present. Speeches were delivered by the
president, Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, Vithalbhai J. Patel and
Ghanshyamdas Birla exhorting the merchant community of Bombay to
support the Congress agitation. Pandit Malaviya asked the merchants to
be patriotic and co-operate with the Congress to win Swaraj- He held
government responsible for the poverty of the masses and the trade
depression in India, and stated that as a matter of fact there was no
government in India at present. He suggested that the only way to
improve the condition of the people was to get Swaraji. He regretted that
the Bombay millowners allowed 25 to 35 lacs of cotton bales to go out
of India annually and exhorted them to form a cotton syndicate witb
a capital of at least 10 crores. They should then purchase all the Indian
cotton, manufacture sufficient cloth and thus satisfy all the needs of the
Indian people. Vithalbhai J. Patel asked the merchants not to cooperate with the British Government, British cotton merchants, British
insurance companies, banks, brokers, etc. They should by means of the

413

present political movement bring the maximum pressure to bear on
;
government so that their demands for Swaraj should fruct fy. He asked
India
its board of directors to the minimum.
Meherali

release from jail. The
Elphinstone College. It was held at 1-30 p.m. on the pavement of the
Law College. About 150 students were present. Joachim Alva presided.
The president, Miss M. P. Gandhi, Miss Masani, D. B. Desai, Hussain
Chhagla, Kasam Chhagla and J. N. Jani made speeches congratulating
Meherali on his sacrifice and suffering and assured him of the support of
the students of Bombay in the fight for freedom. Y. J. Meherali thanked
them for the kind expressions used by them and asked them whether they
were all prepared to leave their colleges. He was d'sappointed as not
receiving any response from them but assured them that that question
would soon be settled.
Another meeting was held at second Bhatwadi yesterday evening, when
P. R. Lele presided over a gathering of about 125 persons. The president,
Miss Krishnakumari Sardesai, Maneklal H. Vakil and Mrs. Avantikabai
Gokhale made speeches congratulating Y. J. Meherali on his release and
appealing to the people to carry on the struggle unflinchingly.
Mrs. Gokhale asked Y. J. Meherali not to court jail again but to remain
outside as the people were at a loss to know what to do in the absence
of their leaders who had been imprisoned. Y. J. Meherali said that thev
had four objects to achieve. Firstly, they should bring the workers into
the Congress fold ; secondly, they should win over the sympathy of the
Muhammadans ; thirdly, they should organise the national militia; and
fourthly, they should convert the movement into a mass movement for
independence. Speaking about the workers, he said that during the
labour week they would be able to get all the workers into the Congress.
There were some labour leaders who were opposed to the Congress, but
now they were unable to get a hearing at labour meetings. He invited
Shaukat Alt once again to fight under the Congress flag if he wanted to
have a following.
The third meeting to congratulate Meherali was held last night at
Darvasthan, Mandvi. About 400 persons were present. Speeches were
made by Virchand Panachand, Narbheram Narsidas and Khimji Nathu
asking the people to continue the fight till Swaraj was won.
A meetinr- of the municipal voters of Bhuleshwar was held vesterdav
at the Bullion Exchange Hall, Shaikh Memon Street. N. B. Deshpande
presided and about 500 persons were present. Speeches were made by
Shivdas Chamosey, M. N. Talpade, Govind Malaviya, and Narayenlal
Bansilal in support of a resolution giving a mandate to the city fathers
to support Shivdas Champsey's motion to hoist the Congress flag over the
Corporation building.
Under the auspices of the G Ward District Congress Committee a
public meeting was held at Shamrao Naik's Wadi, Mahim last mght.
One Devdhar, B. K. Menon, G. S. Kanthi and Mrs. Yamunabai Ghodekar
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delivered speeches exhorting the audience to carry on the Congress propaganda tor the boycott of British goods and liquor. One Tawde asked
the people to withdraw their money from the British banks and defy all
unjust ordinances and orders.
1
I attach a cutting from the Bombay{ Chronicle of the 16th giving the
programme of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee for the first
two days of the labour week. Communist leaders like S. V. Deshpande,
Mrs. Suhasini Nambiar and Vasant Khale are not in sympathy with the
Congress movement but they seem to have no following at present.
Congress volunteers from F Ward were noticed going about in the mill
area in batches asking the workers to take part in the labour week
celebrations.
The management of the Sir Shapurji Bharucha Mills have notified the
workers of the Cannaught Mill, Empress Mill and New Empress Mill and
of the Madhavji Dharamsey Mill that the workers should consider themselves discharged from the 15th. After that date some of the department
will be working for sometime but the employees would be taken on as
a temporary staff only. The workers of the Madhavji Dharamsey Mill
have agreed to this proposal but those of the Shapuri Bharucha Mills
went to the Mill gates but did not resume work. The management
have therefore put up a fresh notice closing the mills.
The management of the Shri Laxmi Mill have put a notice that on
account of the depression in trade the mill will be closed from the 1st
September till the situation improves.
The workers of the David Mills Nos. 1 and 2 did n^t approve of the
notice put up by the management yesterday and they did not go to work
tod a v.
The management of the Rachel Sassoon Mill, asked the men to work
on one loom instead of two to which they did not agree. These mills
therefore remained closed.
K. J. PETIGARA,
for Commissioner of Police.
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 99
Bombay, 15th August 1930.
Tlie satyagraha committee of the B. P. C. C. has passed a carefully
worded resolution calling the attention of the public and of all Congressmen
to the danger of talks of peace at the present juncture. The resolution is
oniy a honest and logical expression of our faith and our belief in our
country's independence.
Those that talk of peace today are betraying a sad sense of unreality.
The Lahore resolution of the Indian National Congress has defined our
objective as complete independence. And those that are pledged to the
Congress creed have no right to go behind that resolution and carry on
pourparlers which may perhaps defeat our ideal. We express this opinion
with great reserve and meaning no reflection on our distinguished leaders
who have been dragged into a parley by men whose anxiety for their
1

Not reproduced being unimportant.
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country has not disturbed even the crease of their trousers. And today
wc have the faith of our loyalty to feel that in passing this resolution we
express the opinion not alone of the masses of the nation but of our
leaders themselves.
THE PEACE THAT LIBERTY BRINGS.-There is nobody of men
mere anxious to restore the normalcy of life in this country than the
Congressmen. But we want a peace on a perpetuation of our ideal of independence and not on any basis of a compromise with British Imperialism.
For if the 180 years of Britain's record in India has not been enough of
a convincing argument of the barbarity of British rule, the last few
months of atrocities must have carried conviction even to the most doubting soul. Let any man with an unprejudiced mind take a newspaper
today and left the logic of every day facts of cruelty and oppression answer
whether the Government of India is not perpetrating a cruel joke on this
country by this patronising air of peace. For not even for a day have
they relaxed their nefarious game of murder and ravage, molestation and
ravishment. A servile judiciary has condemned death of three men of
Sholapur for certain alleged sins. But which tribunal shall even pass
judgement on a Government which let loose animal soldiers to ravage.
Sholapur and to molest the innocent women of that city. We know only
too well that Mr. Hotson and his gang accept no code of morality than
that of murderous expediency. But even in a pretence of self-defence
can Hotson deny that he is not aware of British soldiers having committed
rape on poor unprotected women in Sholapur as a directed act of terrorism
inspired by the Home Department of Bombay Government ? Shall we
then talk of peace while our sisters in Sholapur are yet praying to the
voiceless silence ?
An insipid magistrate in Bombay with a tinsel flutter of judicial
knowledge condemned our respected leaders for offences which even a
Hracorran Code would not have recognised. We could have excused our
'learned' magistrate for his ignorance of law. But who can ignore or
extenuate his evident acts of dishonesty ?
WHO INSPIRED DASTUR'S JUDGMENT.—On Monday the 4th of
August Mr. Dastur at 5 p.m., reserved judgement in the case of Sardar
Vallabhbhai and others. On the same day (Monday 4th) at 3 p.m. (two
hours earlier than Mr. Dastur's announcement) Sjt. K. M. Munshi and
Purshottam Trikamdas, two A class prisoners were removed from
Yerawada Jail.
On Wednesday the 6th August Mr. Dastur stages a further farce of
searching for truth.
On Thursday the 7th August Mr. Dastur passes judgement inflicting
imprisonment on all except Pandit Malaviya and the ladies and classing
Sardar Vallabhbhai and Jairamdas Doulatram as A class prisoners.
On Saturday the 9th August Sardar Vallabhbhai and Jairamdas Doultram removed to Yerawada.
Can the fact that accommodation was provided in Yerawada Jail to
Sardar and Jairamdas even before judgement was passed on them be a
mere accident, It is clear that either Mr. Dastur had already conveyed
to the Government his decision even before he passed judgment or
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Government conveyed to Mr
intentions with regard
le two leaders and Mr. Dastur
wishes of his masters. In either case it is a flagrant act of dishonesty
and a betrayal of all that manhood can respect or revere. Can we talk
of peace when acts like these are an every day tale ? Space alone forbid
our continuing this dreary tale.
•

*
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 4220/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 18th August 1930.

My Dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 4190/H/3717, dated the 16th August
1930.
1
I attach for your information: —
(1) a copy of the Bombay, Congress Bulletin of the 16th ;
(2) a copy of the Congress Bulletin Boycott Supplement of the 17th ;
(3) a cop|y of Revolution of the 17th ;
(4) a copy of Dynamite of the 17th ; and
(5) a copy of Bi-Weekly Dynamite of the 16th.
On the 16th and 17th only one toddy shop was picketed by two Desh
Sevikas in Kamatipura, 11th lane.
The following are details of arrests and convictions in connection with
the picketing of cloth shops in the Fort :
Date of arrest
15-8-30
Date of arrest
16-8-30

Cases pending
•

•

4
No. of arrests
6

No. of convictions on
16-8-30
4 to 4 months' R. I.
No. of convictions
on 16-8-30

Pending

3 to 4 months' R. I.

3

On the 16th Congress volunteers and Desh Sevikas picketed foreign
cloth shops at Bazaar Gate. Holi Chakla. Bhendy Bazaar, Mangaldas
Cloth Market, Masjid Bunder Road, Chakla Street, Bhajipala Lane.
Dongri Street, Lalbaug, Poibavdi, Dadar, DeLisle Road and Mahim
Bazaar Road. There was no regular picketing on the 17th on account of
the Gokul-Ashtami holiday, but a few shops were picketed at Bhendy
Bazaar, Chakla Street, Bhajipala Lane, Dongri Street and Lalbaug.
Volunteers were also present at Shaikh Memon Street, Princess Street,
Kalbadevi Road, Dadyseth Agiari Lane and Bhuleshwar, but they were
not noticed stopping any carts on the road. The volunteer who was
arrested on Kalbadevi Road on the 15th for stopping a cart was acquitted
by the magistrate as the owner made an affidavit that he did not object
1T
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to the interference of the Congress volunteer and that he had instructed
all his cart drivers to invite the Congress volunteers to inspect his goods.
In this connection I have received a letter signed by over 400 cloth
merchants in Shaikh Memon Street informing me that they do not want
any protection against the activities of the Congress volunteers and requesting me to withdraw the Police from that locality. I am not complying
with their request.
On the 16th a Mohammedan purchased some foreign cloth from a shop
at Bhendy Bazaar and while he was going away he was stopped by a
Congress volunteer who snatched away the cloth from him. The Mohammedan reported the matter to the Police who arrested the volunteer and
charged him with robbery. He will be put up before the Magistrate today.
Th following unauthorised news sheets were seized in Bombay : - Date
16-8-30
16-8-30
16-8-30
16-8-30
16-8-30
16-8-30
16-8-30
16-8-30
16-8-30
16-8-30
16-8-30
16-8-30
17-8-30
17-8-30

Police station
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

*

•

•

i

•

f

•

Esplanade
Esplanad e
Pal ten Road
Pal ton Road
Dongri
Pydhonb
Princess Street
Mah arbour i
Lamington Road
Lamington Road
Lamington Road
Lamington Road
Princess Street .
Doneri

No. of copies
65
6
14
15
5
20
75
50
89
102
2
7
30
1

Congress Bulletins
Suburban Patrikas
Congress Bulletins
Suburban Patrikas
Congress Bulletins
Congress Bulletins
Congress Bulletins
Congress Bulletins
Congress Bulletins
Revolution
Cartoons
Ghadar
Suburban Patrikas
Ghadar

I received another wire from the United Province C. I. D. on the night
of the 15th that a special messenger was going to Bombay with three
boxes containing copies of the Patel Enquiry Committee's report. These
boxes have been detained and taken over from the Railway authorities.
1
! attach a cutting from the Bombay Chronicle of the 17th referring to the
detention of these boxes.
Under the auspices of the G ward District Congress Committee a
public meeting of about 10,000 persons, including about a thousand ladies,
was addressed by Pandit Malaviya and Vitha
Dadar, on the evening of the 16th. Pandit Malaviy
for speeches had gone as the whole country had been awakened and
wanted to be free from foreign domination. It was their duty to create
discontent against the existing system of Government by exposing its
defects. In this direction they had achieved through ruthless repression
by Government what the leaders could not achieved through speeches.
It was necessary at the present time for the people to forget their
differences and come forward and make sacrifices for their country.
He was glad that the women of India had left their homes to fight for
the country, but he pointed out to them that they would have to sacrifice
their sons and husbands before they won freedom. Suffe.rin.es were
still to come and they would have to face the enemy's guns. This was
their final bid for liberty and thqy should work unitedly to reach their
goal. He could tdll them from what he had seen during the last few
Not reproduced. The report pertained to the episodes at P e shawar
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months throughout the country that India was sure to obtain its freedom
from foreign domination.
Vithalbhai J. Patel said that India was the only country in the world
which was ruled by a handful of foreigners. It was a shame that
Indians should be called slaves wherever they went. The British people
had no moral, legal or any other right to rule over them. Since the
advent of the British their country, which was once a land of wealth,
had been impoverished and the only way to improve their condition
was to carry out a systematic boycott of foreign goods. He warned the
people that Britain would not leave India until she demanded the highest
sacrifices from them. They should however not mind if a lakh of people
were sacrificed in the cause provided the rest were freed from slavery.
Under the auspices of the Bhuleshwar District Congress Committee
a public meeting was held in Bhatia Mahajan Wadi, Kalbaacvi, on the
night of the 16th. N. B. Deshpande presided over an audienc^ of about
500 persons. N. B. Deshpande, Manibhai Mehta, Govind Malaviya and
Miss Kantaben Khandwalla made speeches appealing to the people to
boycott foreign cloth and liquor and carry on the Congress agitation
till they got Swaraj.
A meeting of about 200 persons was held on the night of the 16th in
improvement Trust Chawl No. 2, Chinch Bunder Road, when D N.
1
Chowdhary (formerly a Sub-Inspector of Police, Nasik District)
presided. Mrs. Yamunabai Ghodekar, Miss Kantaben Khandwalla and
K. B. Kubal made speeches asking the workers to give up drink, boycott
British goods and join the Congress,
In order to support the motion of Shivdas Champsey regarding the
hoisting of the Congress, flag on the Corporation Building, a meeting of
about 40 residents of Matunga was held at Napoo Hall, Mantunga, on
the night of the 16th. Narayanlal Bansilal and Shivdas Champsey made
speeches asking the representatives of the F ward to support the motion.
The Bombay Provincial Congress Committee inaugurated the labour
week by arranging for a flag salutation ceremony on the maidan opposite
the K. E. M. Hospital, Parel, on the morning of the 17th. About 3,000
persons, including Congress volunteers, desk sevikas, lady volunteers
of the Hindustani Seva Dal and the members of the vanar sena were
present A number of prabhat pheris also attended the function. There
were however very few workers present at the ceremony and the labour
;
leaders were consp cuous by their absence. In the absence of
Mrs. Hansa Mehta, the Congress flag was hoisted by Raja Rao, the
Secretary of the All India Congress Conmrttee after which the volunteers
sang national song and saluted the flag. Y. J. Meherali, Dr. D. D. Sathye,
P. R. Lele, W. P. Kabadi, A. A. Shaikh, Sunder P. Kabadi.
Dharmanand Kosambi, Herr Scherler and Herr Molo, German Journalists, and S. B. Mahadeshwar were present. Y. J. Meherali, Raja Rao and
Dharmanand Kosambi made short speeches appealing to the workers to
pin the Congress in large numbers and take part in the celebration of
the labour week organised by the Congress. They said that the Conq»

1

D. N. Chaudhari was one of the very few police officers who resigned Govt.
Sercive for national service. He established an ashram school, an ideal institution
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rees was fighting for the welfare of the workers and peasants without
whose support the country never be free. They were asked not to listen
to the advice of some persons who were trying to divide them, but to
unite under the Congress flag.
After the flag salutation ceremony was over a procession of about 700
people followed by about a thousand children of the vanar sena in motor
lorries was taken out. Placards were carried in the procession bearing
the slogans " Long live revolution", " Workers Strengthen Congress",
"No swaraj, no peace", "Workers and peasants are the hands and feet of
the nation'', "Eight hours day for workers", "Workers of India unite".
"Congress was the enemy of British Imperialism, so join the Congress"
etc. The processionists were shouting the usual slogans. When the procession reached Arthur Road bridge the people who were going on foot
dispersed and the lorries oi the vanar sena children drove away to the
Congress House.
Several batches of Congress volunteers then went about the mill area
addressing the labourers at various places on the importance of the
labour week and appealing to them to join the Congress. I attach a
translation of Marathi leaflets over the signature of Dharmanand
Kosambi which were distributed in the mill area by the Congress volun1
teers .
Congress volunteers also visited chawls and exhorted the workers to
support the Congress.
In addition to the street corner meetings addressed by the Congress
volunteers during the day several meetings were held at different places
in mill area in the evening of the 17th.
Under the auspices of the E Ward District Congress Committee a
meeting of about 300 millhands was held at Dhaku Prabhifs Wadi,
Ghorupdeo Road, Mrs. Yamunabai Ghodekar, A. A. Shaikh, R. K.
Achareker and others appealed to the workers to join the Congress.
A meeting of about 125 persons was held on the 17th at Sion under
the presidentship of Dr. J. D. Prabhu. The president, B. N. Taralkar,
Mrs. Shantabai Vengasarkar and Miss Krishna Kumari Sardesai asked
the people to take part in the celebration of the labour week organised
by the Congress.
The E Ward District Congress Committee held a meeting of about
300 persons at Bohri's Chawl, Arthur Road, on the night of the 17th,
when speeches were made by one Thakur and More asking the workers
to join the Congress.
Mrs. Kamalabai Prabhu presided over a meeting of about 500 people
held at DeLisle Road when Waman Kabadi, Sunder P. Kabadi, B. N.
Taralkar and G. L. Kandalkar made speeches asking the workers to join
the Congress and become volunteers.
Under the auspices of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee a
meeting of about 300 workers was held on the maidan opposite the
K. E. M. Hospital, Parel, on the 17th. Dharmanand Kosambi presided
and asked the workers not to be led away by the advice of some mischief-mongers who were trying to divide them. He said that what was
1
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possible in Russia would not be so m India where the conditions were
quite different The only way to solve the problem of unemployment
and misery of the people of India was to follow the Congress programme
drawn up by Gandhi. A. A. Shaikh, Goyind Malaviya, Ramchandra
B. Neherkar, V. K. Tawde, Shivsharma B. Sharma and K. B. Kubal also
appealed to the workers to join the Congress.
Under the auspices of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee a
meeting 01 Mohammedans was held on the Dongri Maidan the same
night. About 600 persons, including about 400 Mohammedans, were
present. Haji Noor Mohammad Ahmed presided. Speeches were madi
by the president, Y. J. Meheraii, Noor Mohammad Mojawalla declaring
that the Congress had organised the labour week in order to convince
the workers and the peasants that it was an organisation which was
primarilv meant for the uplift and betterment of the lot of the workers.
S. V. Deshpande, who is opposed to the workers joining the Congress,
was busy yesterday arranging for counter propaganda amongst his
followers. Under the auspices of the Young Workers' League he held
a meeting of about 100 workers at Lalbaug on the morning of the 17th.
Vasant Khale and N. S. Desai were also present. They had decided to
observe a labour week of the revolutionary workers, but as other workers
who were standing nearby continued to shout ' shame \ these people
instead of delivering any lecture, read out the contents of a handbill
containing the programme of the revolutionary workers for the week
and dispersed. I attach a translation of the handbill which was
1
cyclostyled.
A meeting of about 2,000 millhaids was held at Lalbaug under the
auspices of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee when Dr. J. D.
Prabhu, B. N. Taralkar and Ganpatrao Bhosle asked the workers to
become members of the Congress and strengthen their own union.
;

At the clo?e of the above meeting S. V. Deshpande, Phil p Antone,
R. M. Jambhekar, Vasant Khale and Y. K. Godse came to the meeting
and asked the workers to sit down. About 800 workers remained.
Philip Antone presided. He, R. M. Jambhekar, S. V. Deshpande and
Vasant Khale made speeches warning the workers against joining the
Congress which they described as an institution of the capitalists. They
were asked to join the Young Workers' League and carry out its revolutionary programme. G. L. Kandalkar, who also went to the meeting,
condemned Deshpande and his coHeagues for misleading the workers.
The workers applauded Kandalkar. Deshpande and Co. then left
the place and the people dispersed.
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya delivered a religious discourse on
the life of Shri Krishna on the Chaupatty sands before an audience of
about 3,000 persons. He said that the essence of the teachings of the
Mahabharat, Bhagvatgita and Bhagvat was dharma and that Lord Krishna
sided with the party which was working on the principle of dharma and
was therefore bound to succeed in the end.
,—

1
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Malaviya
200 people held at uenham Hall Lane, and asked them to iorget their
differences, develop a spirit of adventure like the British and join the
Congress light to free their motherland.
A meeting of about 150 Bene Israels was held at the Neighbourhood
House, Nagpada, under the auspices of the Jewish National Party on
the 17th. Dr. Parulekar presided. Speeches were made by I A. Ezekiel
and one Benjamin, asking the members of the Bene Israel community
to jorm the Congress and carry out its programme. About a dozen
Baghdadi Jews, who attended the meeting, created some disturbance by
saying that they were not Indians and therefore they would respect the
Union Jack, Being in a minority, however, they had to leave the
meeting.
At a private meeting of the managing committee of the Young
Workers' League held at Lalbaug on the 17th it was decided to
support the propaganda started by S. V. Deshpande against the Congress.
N. S. Desai presided and about 12 members including N. Y. Tawde,
V. V. Agarvadkar and Vasant Khale were present.
A meeting of the managing committee of the Girni Kamgar Union
was also held yesterday at which S. V. Deshpande wanted to move a
resolution that the workers should not take any part in the Congress
programme. There was a good deal of discussion between Deshpande's
party and Kandalkar's party and ultimately Deshpande left the meeting
as a protest and the meeting was dissolved without passing the resolution.
moraine; of the 18th
A branch of the
at Mandvi when Mrs. Ramibai Kamdar presided. The president,
Narbheram Narsidas, Virchand Panachand, Dr. J. V. Vora and Master
Kamdar addressed a gathering of about 400 people asking them to
boycott foreign cloth, give up drink and enrol themselves as. Congress
volunteers.
Unemployment Day was celebrated this morning by the workers by
holding a meeting under the joint auspices of the Girni Kamgar Union
and the Unemployment Workers' Association at Lalbaug. About 400
unemployed workers attended. T. V. Patil presided. The president,
Y. K. Godse, R. B. Neherkar and Sadashiv Jobber made speeches informing the workers that the Congress had been celebrating that day
in the interest of the unemployed workers and if they wanted to improve
their condition and banish unemployment they should join the Congress.
They were also invited to attend at 12 noon when they would be taken
round in lorries.

K. J. PETIGARA,
for Commissioner of Police
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CONFIDENTIAL
HEAD POLICE OFFICE
Bombay, 19th August 1930.
No. 4256/H/3717.
My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 4220/H/3717, dated the 18th August
1930.
I attach for your information a copy of the Bombay Congress
Bulletin^ dated the 18th, and a copy of Sedition* of the same date.
On the 18th only one toddy shop at Kamathipura, 11th Lane, near
the office of the E Ward District Congress Committee was picketed by
two desh sevikas.
The following are the details of arrests and convictions in connection
with the picketing of cloth shops in the Fort :
Date of arrest

•

16-8-30

•

3

Date of arrest

No. of arrests

18-8-30

25

No. of convictions on
Cases pending
18-8-30
1 to 4 months' R. I.
1 to 3 months' R. I.
1 to 2 months' R. I.
No, of convictions on
Pending
18-8-30
12 to 4 months' R. I.
3
1 to 3 months' R. I.
5 to 2 months' R. I.
4 discharged (on account of their youth

Yesterday Congress volunteers and desh sevikas picketed foreign
cloth shops at Holi Chakla, Bazaar Gate, ( rawford Market, Masjid
Bunder Road, Chakla Street, Bhajipala Lane, Carnac Road, Dongri
Market, Shaikh Memon Street,
Street, Bhendy Bazaar, Mangald
Girgaum Road, Kalbadevi Road, Lamington Road, Girgaum Back Road,
Sandhurst Road, Lalbaug, Poibavdi, DeLisle Road, Dadar and Mahim
Bazaar Road. Some volunteers were seen standing on Princess Street,
Shaikh Memon Street, Kalbadevi Road, Bhuleshwar and Wadi Bunder
but they did not stop any carts carrying bales of cloth.
The Congress volunteer who was arrested on the 16th at Bhendy
Bazaar and charged with robbery was convicted by the Magistrate under
the Picketing Ordinance and sentenced to 5 months' rigorous imprisonment yesterday.
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized in Bombay on the
18th :
Police station
PyJhonie
Pydhonie
Lamington Road
Lamington Road
Lamington Road
Lamington Road
Gamdevi
..
Maharbauri . .
Princess Street
Princess Street
x

and

2

Enclosures not reproduced.

No. of copies
8 Congress Bulletins
1 Navajivan
178 Congress Bulletins
88 Revolution
16 Sattana Madh
8 Suburban Patrikas
30 Congress Bulletins
50 Haramkhor Angrezis (Ungrateful
Englishmen).
6 CongressBulletins
36 Navajivan.
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Jn order to celebrate Unemployment Day the Congress arranged lor
a procession of unemployed workmen. At 12 noon about 800 unemployed nuiJhands collected on the maidan opposite the Dinshaw Petit Mills,
Lalbaug. G. L. Kandalkar, Sadashiv Jobber, T. B. Patil, A. A. Shaikh,
B. N. Taralkar, Ramchandra Babaji Neherkar, Y. K. Godse, V. K.
Tawde and Philip Antone were present. G, L. Kandalkar made a shori
speech telling the unemployed workers that the Congress had arranged
the day specially for the purpose of ventilating their grievances. He
warned them against the activities of S. V. Deshpande and his friends
and told them to unite and join the Congress. S. B. Mahadeshwar also
made a similar appeal after which the leaders and the workers got into
8 motor lorries and with red flags and Congress flags went about the
mill area as far as Mahim, and then proceeded to Colaba stopping at
the Congress House and Chaupatty for some time on the way. They
returned to Lalbaug in the evening. Along the -route the workers
shouted the usual revolutionary slogans and "Down with the Police".
At Lalbaug, Kandalkar again addressed them and congratulated them
on successfully celebrating the day. They then dispersed.
In the evening meetings were held in all the wards of the city.
Under the auspices of the A Ward District Congress Committee a
meeting of about 500 persons was held at Koliwada, Colaba on the
night of the 18th. Waman P. Kabadi presided. The president, Maganlal
Mehta, Nadirsha Karbhari, Gurudayal Singh, Sardar Jamiat Singh and
Haribhai Gordhanbhai made speeches asking the workers to join the
Congress which was working for the welfare of the workers and the
peasants. They were told not to listen to the bad advice of interested
parties.
At Chinchbunder a meeting of about 300 people was held last night
under the auspices of the Mandvi District Congress Committee. Dhirajlal Bhat presided. Speeches were made by the president, Madhavrao
Godbole, K. N. Phadke and D. N. Chowdhary asking the people to
join the Congress, boycott foreign cloth, give up liquor and carry out
i he Congress propaganda.
The D Ward District Congress Committee held a meeting of about
300 workers at Old Chikhalwadi, Tardeo, at night. Sundar P. Kabadi
presided. Speeches were made by the president, G. L. Kandalkar and
Abdul Majid asking the people to take part in the struggle started by
the Congress if they wanted to improve their lot. They said that the
closing of certain mills was a dodge on the part of the millowners who
were acting in consort with government in order to provoke the unemployed workers to violence so as to give government an opportunity
to introduce Martial Law in Bombay. The workers were advised not
to join the Young Workers' League which was under control of men
like Deshpande.
A meeting of about 400 people was held at the Municipal Garden at
Mazagaon Koliwada the same night by the E Ward District Congress
Committee. Speeches were made by B. N. Taralkar, A. A. Shaikh,
S. D. Acharya, Keshav Laxman Borkar and others. They asked the
people to join the Congress and fight till independence was achieved.

t

424

Taialkar condemned the lathi charges by the police and said that the
police should be socially boycotted, while he was speaking some stones
were thrown by some unknown persons and tnere was an uproar but the
Congress volunteers managed to restore order. Two persons who were
slightly nijured were attended to by Keshav Borkar. After the meeting
one of Keshav Borkar's men caught hold of P. C. No. 3321/D Tanaji
Atmaram, who was in the meeting in plain clothes and took him to
Keshav Borkar alleging that he threw stones. Keshav Borkar reprimanded the man for talsely accusing the Police Constable who was
allowed to go away.
About 30U workers held a meeting at the cement chawls, Sewri, last
night under the auspices of the F ward District Congress Committee,
A. R. Bhat presided. Speeches were made by the president, V. K.
Tawde, Keshav Bhikaji Kubal and Atmaram Babu asking the people to
boycott foreign cloth and give up drink. They were also asked to join
the Congress, which, they said, was fighting for the masses. Atmaram
Babu said that if men like Deshpande and others were to come to Sewri
they would find the place very hot for their nefarious activities.
The G Ward District Congress, Committee held a meeting of about 300
workers at Nagu Sayaji's Wadii, DeLisle, Road at which Shivasharrna B,
Sharma presided. The president, Keshav Shamrao Talpade, B. N.
Taralkar, Ramchandra Babaji Neherkar, Ghagre Master, G. S. Kanthi
appealed to the workers to join the Congress if they wanted to banish
unemployment. They said that in western countries the Government
maintained the unemployed, but the British Government in India was
doing nothing in that direction. Their lot would be improved only when
they got Swaraj.
1
I attach translations of two leaflets issued by the Congress over the
signature of Dharmanand Kosambi which were broadcasted in the city
yesterday. One is addressed to the workers and the other to the
educated people of Bombay.
On receipt of information that the newly started Urdu cyclostyled
bulletin named Ghadar was being issued from a building on Mahim
Bazaar Road occupied by Mahomed Ali Kasuri, a watch was kept on
the place from yesterday afternoon. At 10 a.m., today the place was
raided by the special branch staff and from a room in the house a
Gestetner cyclostyle machine together with the ink and other paraphernalia and some copies of the Ghadar and the Congress Bulletins were
seized. One Jafferali Gulam Hussain, a youth of 22, and a boy
named Mahomed Ali, both of whom were working in the Dongri
Congress Camp were found inside the room. Simultaneously another
search was made at the office of the Muslim Congress Committee which
is also used as the Dongri Congress Camp and a large number of copies
of the Ghadar and Congress Bulletins were seized. I have obtained
wan ants of arrest against M. B. Mirza, the editor of Ghadar Jillani
who is incharge of the Dongri Congress Camp and Jafferali Gulam
Hussain under Section 108, Criminal Procedure Code. The case is lixed
for tomorrow.
Only one leaflets reproduced.
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UNEMPLO YMENT

Fellow Workers
The English Government has been imprisoning the male and female
leaders ana volunteers taking part in the right for Swaraj. The number
of such prisoners is over 30,U00. Government has tunas tor confining
these servants of the country, but they have no iunds tor rendering a
little help to about 25,000 unemployed workers. It is very sad that the
leaders who were doing good work for the country and the volunteers
should be in prison and that the workers, who add to the wealth of the
country, should be helpless and unemployed with a view to bringing this
sad state of things before the eyes of the working classes and all Indian
brothers and also with a view to increasing the desire to achieve freedom,
the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee has fixed today as Unemployment Day. On this day all workers should express their hearty
sympathy with the Congress ; should request such of the unemployed
workers as can do so, to enlist as volunteers ; and should try to make
the Congress propaganda a success by unity. The working brothers
should clearly bear in mind the fact that the question of unemployment
can never be solved without complete Swaraj.
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HEAD POLICE OFFICE
CONFIDENTIAL
No. 4292/H/3717.
Bombay, 20th August 1930.
My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 4256/H/3717, dated the 19th August
1930. On the 19th there was no liquor shop picketing in Bombay.
The following are details of arrests and convictions in connection
with the picketing of cloth shops in the Fort : —

Date of arrest
18-8-30
Date of arrest
19-8-30

Cases pending

No. of convictions on
19-8-30

3

3 to 4 months'R. I.

No. of arrests
12

No. of convictions on
19-8-30

Pending

7 to4 months'R.I.

5

Yesterday Congress volunteers and desk sevikos picketed foreign cloth
shops at Bora Bazaar, Parsi Bazaar, Bazaar Gate, Crawford Market,
Carnac Road, Masjid Bunder Road, Chakla Street, Bhajipala Lane,
Dongri Street, Bhendy Bazaar, Mangaldas Market, Shaikh Memon Street,
Girgaum Road, Kalbadevi Road, Lamington Road, Girgaum Back Road,
Sandhurst Road, Lalbaug, Poibavdi, DeLisle Road, Dadar and Mahim
Bazaar Road. Some volunteers were seen standing on Princess.Street
Shaikh Memon Street, Kalbadevi Road and Bhuleshwar but they did
not stop any carts carrying bales of cloth for examination.

426

The following unauthorised news sheets
the 19th :—
Police Station

were seized

in Bombay on

No. of copies

I

Lamington Road

..

..

Maharbouii
Pydhonie
Dongii
Palton Road

..

..

..

376 Congress Bulletins
100 Dynamite
36 Upnagar Congress Bulletins
17 Sedition
10 Revolution
9 Congress Bulletins
3 Congress Bulletins
3 Congress Bulletins
1 Dynamite
6 Congress Bulletins

In order to celebrate bread day the Congress arranged a procession
of millhands. At 6 p.m. about l,ud0 miilnanus collected on the maidan
opposite the Dmshaw Petit Mills, Lalbaug. G. L. Kandalkar, Sadashiv
Jobber, Ramchandra Babaji Neherkar, S. B. Mahadeshwar, Abaui
Majid, Philip Antone, B. N. Taralkar were present. G. L. Kandalkar
said that they had to decide once for all what part they were going to
take in the present struggle. There was a general impression abroad
that the labourers in India were not taking any part in politics. It was
for them therefore to show to the world that they were with the
Congress, and ready to join in the fight for freedom. Sadashivrao said
that the red flag represented more than a lakh of workers who were the
greatest sufferers for whom the Congress was fighting. S. V. Deshpande,
who was present with a few of his followers from the Tarun Kamgar
Sangh, appealed to the people to sever their connection with the Congress
which was a stronghold of capitalists, and to adopt revolutionary
methods of fighting against the Government. He was, however, interw
rupted for some time by constant shouts of " shame ", ' shame ". The
president intervened and asked the audience whether they preferred the
non-violent Congress programme or the revolutionary programme of
the Communists. The response was for the Congress programme.
Deshpande still persisted in speaking and attacking the Congress. He
said the Congress would shatter the prospects of the workers in free
India. He was again shouted down. The audience then formed themselves into a procession headed by 8 motor lorries carrying labourers led
by G. L. Kandalkar and Sunder Kabadi. A big cartoon bearing the
picture of John Bull with one foot trampling upon a huge loaf of bread
and with the other upon a crowd of Indians was exhibited at the head
of the procession. The cartoon bore the inscription " I control your
bread and therefore your fate". The processionists carried a number
of placards with various revolutionary slogans such as 'long live Indian
revolution', and 'workers and peasants are the limbs of the Congress.
It went along Curry Road, DeLisle Road, Arthur Road, Lamington
Road to Congress House and Girgaum Road, Dhobi Talao, Bori Bunder,
Bazaar Gate Street and returned to Lalbaug via Kalbadevi Road.
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evening
the city :

of

Under me auspices of the A Ward District Congress Committee a
meeting o¥ about 200 persons was held at Koliwada, Colaba, Sardar
Jamiat Singh presided. The president, Gurudayal Singh, W. T. Halai
and Maganlal Mehta made speeches asking the workers to join the
Congress which was working for their welfare and to boycott British
goods and to give up liquor.
At Urnaikhadi a meeting of about 300 persons was held under
Mandvi District Congress Committee. Dr. Manjrekar
presided. Speeches were made by the president, Dhirajlal Bhat,
Narbheram Narsidas Popat and R. K. Acharekar, asking the people to
join the Congress, boycott foreign cloth, give up liquor and carry out
the Congress programme.
The E Ward District Congress Committee held a meeting of about
200 persons at 32 Cement Chawl, Madanpura. Wamanrao Ajgaonkar
presided. Speeches were made by the president, Dr. Manjrekar, R. K.
Acharekar and Mrs. Yamunabai Ghodekar exhorting them to boycott
foreign cloth and join the Congress.
meeting
Gold Mohur M
compound by the F Ward District Congress Committee which was
presided over by Shivsharma B. Sharma. Speeches were made by the
president, Wanian P. Kabadi, Keshav Bhikaji Kubal and Laxman Bakre.
They asked the people to join the Congress, give up drink and boycott
foreign cloth and Courts of law. Waman P. Kabadi asked them to carry
on the fight till the Britishers left India for ever.
A public meeting attended by about 200 workers was held at DeLisle
Road, Bori's Chawl. One Manibhai presided. Speeches were made by
the president, Rajaram Samant, B. N. Taralkar, Govindrao Shrnde and
Baparao Hiroji Ghagre, Bala Master and Haribhawoo Patel exhorting
the workers, to join the Congress which was fighting for the masses, to
boycott foreign ollolh and to give up liquor.
A meeting of about 500 workers was held at Fergusson Road.
Vinayakraov Pathare presided. Speeches were made by Bapurao Hiroji
Ghagre, Kjinthe, Maneksingh Jagtap and Govindrao Shinde describing
the poverty of the workers. They appealed to the workers to join the
Congress which was fighting to get them bread. They also exhorted
workers to give up liquor and to boycott foreign cloth.
The voters of the municipality C Ward collected at Khetwadi in
Morarji Gokuldas, Chawl to give their support to the proposal of
Mr. Shivdas Champsey with respect to the hoisting of the Congress flag
on the mumcipal building. About 300 persons attended and K. P. Khadilkar was in the chair Speeches were made by the president, Chhotalal
J. Ghia, Hariprasad M. Choksi and R. G. Tripathi calling upon the
people to give a mandate to their representatives in the Corporation to
support Qiampsey's resolution. Khadilkar declared that the Congress
flag was undisputably the symbol of the Indian nation and therefore they
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should be prepared to defend it at the cost of their lives. In ordei to
give the proper place of honour to their national flag they should have
it hoisted on the Corporation building which belonged to them.
By way of counter propaganda to the Congress (labour week, S. V.
Deshpande\ took
took out
out aa procession
procession of
of about
about 200
200 pe
persons last night. l)ie
procession started from Laibaug and alter going along Supanbaug
Road, Curry Road and DeLisIe Road up to the Arthur Road Jail, returned to Laibaug, where it dispersed. I n e processionists cried the usual
revolutionary slogans and made a demonstration in front of the jail to
encourage B. T. Ranadive who is an inmate.
h\ order to accelerate the sales of Indian mill made cloth the selling
agents' association suggested that the selling agents should open agencies
in Delhi, Cawnpore, Amritsar and Calcutta and the Millowners'
Association has approved of the suggestion. The members of ihe
MillowneiV Association have also been recommended to assist their
selling ageats in this connection and they have been asked to do business
on Bombay terms for the present
The Bouibay Boycott Committee has opened two offices in A and D
wards lor the examination of cloth to determine whether it is Swadeshi
or videshi and to carry out the boycott propaganda of the committee
more effectively.
1 attach a cutting from the Times of India of date about a private
meeting OL the Bombay European Association held on the 18th instant.
Yusuf J. Meherally drilled about 100 volunteers of the National Militia
this morning for over an hour on the Gowalia Tank Maidan. Hindustani
Seva Dal lady volunteers numbering about 75 drilled at the Congress
House this morning.
The allegations of assault made against Sergeant Rimmer of the
Lamington Road Policce Station on the first page of the Congress Bulletin
of the 19th idem are false. The driver of the lorry himself drove it to
the station as he was to be charged under the Bombay City Police Act.
The driver was fined Rs. 3 under Section 22 of the Bombay City Police
Act.
Under Sections 108 and 114 of the Criminal Procedure Code warrants
were obtained yesterday for the arrest of Jaffar Ali Ghulam Hussaifl
who was found working on the cyclostyle machine at Mahim, M. B.
Mirza, the editor of Ghadar (mutiny) and G. M. Jillani in charge ol
the Dongri Congress camp. Jaffar Ali Ghulam Hussain was put under
arrest and remanded to jail custody till the 22nd instant as M. B. Mirza
has not been arrested. Jillani explained to my satisfaction that he was
not concerned with the publication of Ghadar and I therefore do not
propose to execute the warrant against him.
1
T attach a copy of :
1. the Bombay Congress Bulletin of the 19th
2. the Revolution of the 19th.
3. the Dynamite of the 19th and
4. Sedition of the 19th.
Enclosures not reproduced, being not relevant.

t
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TIMES OF INDIA
20th August 1930.
BOMBAY EUROPEANS' SYMPATHY :—It is understood that at a
meeting of the Bombay European Association held on Monday nightSir Reginald Spence in the chair—discussion took place on certain aspects
of the Simon Commission's Report. The general feeling of the meeting
was one of considerable sympathy towards Indian aspirations. A resolution to the effect that the European delegates) to the Round Table
Conference should be instructed to base their case on the Simon Commission's Report, particularly with reference to the central administration,
was defeated by a substantial majority.
In the course of the discussion, it was pointed out by several speakers
that as the Simon Report was unacceptable even to moderate Indian
opinion
Europe
gates, who might have to concede points in order to arrive at a common
agreement
Further discussion on the report was adjourned.
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Bombay, 21st August 1930

My dear Collins,
U
Augu
(n continuation of my D. O. No.
1930.
There was no liquor shop picketing on the 20th instant.
The following are the details of arrests and convictions in connection
•vith the picketing of cloth shops in the Fort :
Date of arrest
19-3 30

Cases pending
..

Date of arrest
20-8-30

..

5

No. of arrests
15

No of convictions ?n
20-8-30
3 to 4months'R. I.
1 to 6 weeks' R. [.
1 to2months' R.I.
No. of convictions on
0-8-30

6 to 2 months'R. I.
3 to J months R. !.
2 to 4 months' R. I.

Pending
4

_

Yesterday Congress volunteers and desh sevikas picketed foreign cloth
shops at Hcli Chakla, Parsi Bazaar, Bazaar Gate, Crawford Market,
Carnac Road, Masjid Bunder Road, Chakla Street, Bhajipala Lane,
Dongri Street, Samuel Street, Bhendy Bazaar, Carnac Road Mangaldas
Market, Shaikh Memon Street, Girgaum Road Kalrmdevi Road Girgaum Back Road, Null Bazaar, Falkland Road, Sandhurst Road
Lamington Road, Dadar, DeLisle Road, Elphinstone Road, Lalbaug,
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Pcibavdi and Mahim Bazaar Road. About 20 volunteers were seen
moving about at Shaikh Memon Street, Kalbadevi Road, Bhuleshwar and
Vithalwadi but they were not noticed interferring with anybody.
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized in Bombay on
the 20th :
No. of copies

Police station
Esplanade
Pa'ton Road
Pydhonie
Pydhonie

•

•

•

•

•

Princess Street
Princess Street
Princess Street
Gamdevi
Lamington
Lamington
Lamington
Lamington

•

•

Road
Road
Road
Road

•

•

43 Congress Bulletins
44 Congress Bulletins
1 Flame
1 Suburban Patrika

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

60 Sedition
47 Rajdroha
108 Dynamite

%

•

•

•

•

•

•

*

V

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

1 Congress Bulletin
1910
12
22
8

Congress Bulletins
Sedition
Flame
Cartoons

The fourth day of the Congress labour week which was termed
independence day was celebrated by holding meetings in the labour area.
Leaflets in Marathi explaining the significance of the independence
movement were distributed by the volunteers among the workers in the
1
morning. I attach a translation of the leaflet . In addition to the
distribution of leaflets the Congress volunteers visited chawls inhabited
by the workers and explained to them that the Congress was their real
friend.
In the evening the following meetings were held in different wards of
the city :—
A public meeting attended by about 300 persons was held at Surat
Gully. Dharmanand Kosambi presided.
Speeches were made by the
president, Y. J. Meherali, R. K. Acharekar, Swami Brahmanand.
Mis. Yamunabai Ghodekar, Miss Kantaben Khandwalla and Laxmibai
asking the people to boycott foreign cloth and give up drinking. The
cart drivers and the dock workers were also exhorted** not to handle
foreign goods. Mrs. Yamunabai Ghodekar appealed to the labourers
not to pay land revenue to government if they possessed land at their
native places.
A public meeting attended by about 300 persons was held at the
9th Kamathipura Lane. A. R. Bhat presided. Speeches* Vere made by
the president, R. K. Acharekar and Thakur, asking the people to boycott
foreign cloth and give up drinking.
About 1,000 workers collected at Ghorupdeo to observe Independence
Day. Baburao Hiroji Ghagre was in the chair. Speeches were delivered
by the president. Sadashiv Jobber, B. N. faralkar, V. Pathare,
Mansingrao Jagtap, G. Y. Shinde, Abdul Majid, Nimbalkar, Keshav L.
Borkar and Babu Kalyani exhorting the people to join the Congress and
Not reproduced here.

431
carry out the programme of boycott foreign goods. Baburao Hiroji
Ghagre called upon the people to force the Britishers to leave India by
carrying on the Congress fight. He advised those Indians who worked
in the C. I D. to refrain from helping the alien government. Sadashiv
Jobber condemned the use of lathis by the police and exhorted the people
to drive the Britishers out of India. Abdul Majid suggested that the
belt of a C. I.D. man found committing mischief should be snatched
away from him and sent to Congress House. Vinayak Pathare advocated
the breach of all repressive laws.
About 300 millhands held a meeting at Kombdi Gully, Lalbaug,
Shivsharma B. Sharma presided. They were addressed by the president,
Ramehandra Babaji Neherkar, Keshav Bhikaji Kubal and a Dharasana
volunteer. They were exhorted to fight for the independence of their
motherland in a fearless manner by carrying out the Congress
programme.
About 400 labourers held a meeting under the presidentship of
Dr. T. D. Prabhu at Fergusson Road. They were addressed by the
president, B. N. Taralkar, Vinayak Pathare, V. H. Ghagre, Mansingrao
Jagtap and Rajaram Samant. They asked them to join the Congress
and boycott British cloth. Resolutions were passed asking the millowners to join the Congress, to boycott foreign machinery, to reduce the
salaries of high officials and suggesting to the Bombay Municipal
Corporation to hoist the Congress flag on the Corporation building and
reduce the rent of the rooms in the chawls owned by them.
A public meeting attended by about 150 people was held at Dharavi
Koliwada, Motiram Mahale presided. Vithalbhai, Bhat, Pansare and
the president explained to the audience that the Congress was not their
enemy as represented by some interested parties. They should therefore join that body and carry out its programme earnestly.
The Bombay Youth League convened a meeting under the presidentship of Y. J. Meherali at Madanpura. About 400 persons were
present. Speeches were delivered by the president, Khatankar, Nurafli,
Dr. Manirekar, Miss Tara Tilak, Yudhani, B. N. Taralkar and Mansingrao
Jagtap exhorting the people to rally round the Congress banner as the
Congeess was fighting to get them their bread. Y. J. Meherali, in
condemning communalism, called upon the Hindus and Mussalmans to
unite and sink their differences. B. N. Taralkar advocated the social
boycott of the police and other government servants who were helping
the' government in suppressing the national movement.
Prof. G M Jadhav, who is now an honorary worker in the Gordhandas
Soondardas College, Parel, addressed about a dozen members of the
Youth League, including D. A. Koppikar, at the headquarters of the
League, Madan House, Hughes Road, and asked them to devote some
of their time to improving the condition of the poor workers and
peasants.
About 700 millhands attended a public meeting held in the Dinshaw
Petit Mills compound at Lalbaug under the auspices of the Tarun
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Bharat Vyayam Mandal. S. B. Mahadeshwar presided. Speeches were
delivered by the president, Patii, Babu Kalyani and Y. K. Godse exhorting
the workers to support the Congress movement.
S. V. Deshpande and his colleagues of the Young Workers' League
continued their counter propaganda by the distribution of a Marathi
handbill entitled 'complete independence, compromise the workers and
1
peasants'. I attach a free translation of the same. The Young Workers'
League also held a meeting near the Spring Mills, Naigaon. About
200 workers were present. Philip Antone was in the chair. Speeches
were delivered by the president, R. M. Jambhekar, Khanderao Atmaram
Desai and S. V. Deshpande attacking the Congress, which they said, was
a stronghold of the capitalists. They asked the workers to fight
independently for the attainment of the workers' and peasants' raj. It
was also suggested by the speakers to have a strong organisation ot
revolutionary workers so that a general strike could be declared if that
was necessary to establish a workers' raj. One of the audience rose to
explain the benefits of the Congress programme but he was shouted
down.
I attach a cutting from the Bombay Chronicle of date regarding the
acceptance of the terms of the Congress by Brady & Co. Enquiries
made from the manager of Brady & Co. go to show that the account
given is correct. E. D. Sassoon & Co. are not going to accept the
terms of the Congress. They are going to close all their mills from
the 1st of September.
Ward
Or
Ch
the Congress flag on the Corporation building was supported by
P. R. I.ele. P. G. Sahsrabuddhe and Jamnadas C. Erunza (the new
secretary of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee). This proposal
of Shivdas Champsey will come up today.
The council of the Western India National Liberal Association has
passed a resolution protesting against the extended order prohibiting the
use of the Esplanade Maidan for drilling, etc., by the Congress volunteers
on the ground that the uses of the whole of the maidan should not have
been prohibited. The war council of the Bombay Provincial Congress
Committee is now considering the question of defying the order after
the 1st proximo.
1
I attach a free translation of a cyclostyled Marathi leaflet alleged to
have been issued by the executive committee of the Communist Party
of India advising the workers to leave the fight for independence
independently of the Congress.
T also attach (1) copy of the Congress Bulletin of the 20th and (2) a
copy of the Flanf of the same date.
The foreign cloth merchants of the Mulji Jetha Market are getting
restive. Many of them are thinking of opening their shops from th->
1st September in defiance of the Congress. A meeting of the merchants
1
2

Not reproduced being irrelevant.
Enclosures not reproduced.
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is to be convened to consider the question of opening the market and
doing business in foreign cloth.
M. p . Mirza, the editor of the Ghadar, has been arrested at the
Congress House. H e and Jafferali Gulam Hussain will be put up for
trial tomorrow.
BOMBAY CHRONICLE
21st August 1930.
CONGRESS TERMS TO MILLOWNERS.—The negotiations between
the boycott committee of the B. P. C. C. and the European managed
mills regarding the lilting of the ban placed by the boycott committee on
those mills have now reached a definite stage, so far as Brady and
Company representing four mills have accepted the terms proposed by
the boycott committee thanks to the intervention of a well-known Indian
financier. These terms are not yet officially announced by the committee,
but it appears that they are on the same lines as those proposed by
Pandit Motilal Nehru to the millowners, when the Panditji was in
Bombay before his arrest.
NO MORE FOREIGN CLOTH.—Important of these terms are that
the management of those mills who want to be classed as Swadeshi shall
not import foreign cloth and that anyone connected with them shall not
co-operate with the Government in its activities to crush the present
national movement and will actively sympathise with India's national
aspirations.
The other terms include the following |
(1) That the capital shall be 75 per cent Indian. In special cases
exceptions will be permitted.
(2) Two-thirds of the directors excepting ex-officio directors shall
be Indians.
(3) Recruitment of staff shall be restricted to Indians excepting for
special reasons.
(4) Stores purchased for the mill should be Swadeshi as far as
possible.
(5) Banking and insurance business shall be placed with Indian
companies as far as possible.
NO MORE NEGOTIATIONS.—It now appears that there will be no
further negotiations in this connection. At least the boycott committee
is neither prepared for it nor sees any need for it. A member of this
committee when questioned by a Chronicle representative last night said
I have the terms accepted by Brady and Co., with mie. If any of
the remaining mills wants to arrive at a settlement its management should
write to me and I shall forward those terms to them. Those are our
terms. There can be no other. If they want us to lift the ban they
must co-operate with us in putting a stop to the import of foreign cloth
and must not do anything hostile to India's national aspirations. "
B. P. C. C. VICE-PRESIDENT INTERVIEWED.—Mr. P. R. Lele,
vice-president of the War Council, in an intervrew with a Chronicle
representative declared that the report appearing in the Anglo-Indian
Press that the negotiations between the boycott committee and the
* <

A-115—28-A.

434

management of the European managed mills regarding the lifting of the
ban placed on them were a failure, was not correct. Mr. Lele informed
our representative that though a settlement was not yet arrived at with
all the 24 European managed mills. The fact that Brady and Company
representing four of these mills had accepted the terms proposed by the
boycott committee showed that the Congress had succeeded to a certain
extent in its object and there was every possibility that other mills also
would accept those terms.
MILLGWNERS'
ASSOCIATION
CONTRADICTED.—Mr.
Lele
further made it clear that as was suggested in the official statement oJ
the Millowners' Association there was no attempt at all to arrive at a
decision. The position that Congress Committee took was very clear.
It was adamant on two important points. The first wasi that the
management of those mills should not engage themselves directly or
indirectly in importing foreign cloth in India, nor should they use any
foreign material in their manufactures.
It was evidenr that if any mill wanted to be included in the list of
Swadeshi mills it must undertake not to help the) sale of foreign cloth
in this country and also not to use foreign material in its own product.
HOSTILE PROPAGANDA PROHIBITED.—The second point on
which the Congress committee was equally adamant was that all those
connected with the management of such mills should not do any propaganda hostile to the national movement, or help the Government in any
direct or indirect way in crushing the movement.
Not only that, but they must actively sympathise with tlhe national
aspirations of the Indians and it was with that end in view that it was
demanded that as far as possible they should place their banking and
insurance business with Indian firms.
i

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 103.
Bombay, 20th August 1930.
While attempts are being made to seduce the public aspirations, the
rule of repression continues with unabated zeal alround the country.
Unbridled the sergeants are let loose to hound every honest worker in
the cause of the country's freedom. A young boy, whose only offence
was to advise his fellow countrymen not to smoke, gets hard labour in
the Punjab, also an old man with grey hair to pass his remaining years
in the jails of an already tottering empire. But the old memories of
Jallianwala Baug tragedies are being daily revived in the Punjab,
especially the very JaJIianwala Baug is selected for lathi charges. Ladies
are insulted by Britain's soldiers in the villages of the Punjab. Lathi
charge to the Bombay Presidency is not a novelty.
In Ahmedabad little children aspiring to do reverence to the national
flag have been chastised with lathis. Kerala brings the tale of a
satyagrahi having died in jail.
THE SACROSANCE OF THE ARMY.—In Bombay the Government
has extended the order of the Presidency Magistrate prohibiting people
from marching in formation in the Azad Maidan because the military
A-115-28-B.
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might get loose. There is no precedence in law for such an order. An
act in itself lawful cannot become unlawful because there are a body of
persons opposed to it. It is the duty of the Magistrate to protect the
citizens in their lawful evocations. Instead there is a weak-kneed
surrender to the arbitary demands of the military. Consider—apart from
the Congress volunteers—it is now unlawful for a troop of boy scouts to
march in the Esplanade Maidan because the presence of the military
nearby. Is there anything more ridiculous than this ? And yet there
are people who believe that a peaceful settlement with this Government
is possible at the present moment.
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HEAD POLICE OFFICE
Bombay, 22nd August 1930
No. 4347/H/3717
My Dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 4329/H/3717, dated the 21st
August 1930.
There was no liquor picketing on the 21st instant.
of arrests and convictions in connection
following
with the picketing of cloth shops in the Fort :
Date of arrest

Cases pending

20-8-30
Date of arrest

4
No. of arrests

21-8-30 '

12

No. of convictions on
21-8-30
4 to 4 months' R. I.
No. of convictions on
21-8-30
4 to 4 months'R.I.

Pending
8

is picketed foreign cloth
Yesterday Congress volunteers
Market, Masjid Bunder
Chakla
Road, Chakla Street, Bhajipala Lane, Carnac Road, Dongri Street,
Samuel Street, Bhendy Bazaar, Mangaldas Market, Shaikh Memon
Street, Kalbadevi Road, Bhuleshwar, Girgaum Road, Girgaum Back
Lamington Road, Sandhurst Road,
Road, Null Bazaar, Falkland
Mahim
Memon
Bazaar Road.
Market
ing with anybody.
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized in Bombay on
the 21st :
Police station
Pa^onRoad
Pal ton Road
Pydhonie
Pydhonie
Princess Street
Maharbouri

No. of copies
43
6
8
4
98
49

Congress Bulletins
Suburban Patrikas
Congress Bulletins
Flame
Cartoons
Rang Garjana

Yesterday was observed as Congress Day by the organisers of the
labour week. Meetings were held in the mill area, and leaflets were
distributed exhorting the millworkers to support the Congress movement
in order to defeat the power of the British Government. Miniature
Congress flags were sold at one pice each. I attach a translation of a
1
Marathi leaflet headed Congress Day distributed among the millworkers. Congress volunteers moved about in motor lorries distributing
these leaflets along with small posters advising the boycott of British
goods and asking the millworkers to join the Congress.
A number of meetings were held on the evening of the 21st as detailed
below : —
A meeting of about 500 people was held at Madanpura under the
presidentship of Nur Mahomed Mojawalla. The president, Syed Noor
Ali, Haji Nur Mahomed Ahmed, Munshi Salamatullah and D. B. Chavan
made speeches explaining to the audience that the Congress was the
only organisation which was working for the betterment and uplift of the
workers and the peasants of the country, and that they should therefore
carry out its programme so as to put an end to their exploitation.
A meeting of about 500 millhands were held at Sussex Road under the
presidentship of Govindrao Shinde. Balkrishna Taralkar, Abdul Majid,
Rajaram Savant, Mansingrao Jagtap and Keshav Laxman Borkar
exhorted the people to pay no heed to what S. V. Deshpande suggested
to them but to join the Congress in a body.
About 200 millhands at Tejukaya Wadi, Nagpada, were addressed
by Dr. Manjrekar, B. N. Taralkar, Shivjibhai and Govind Shinde on the
subject of the boycott of British goods and temperance.
Another meeting in the E ward was held in Mahalaxmi Temple under
the presidentship of R. K. Acharekar. About 125 persons attended.
Speeches on the boycott of British goods were delivered by the president,
Wamanrao Ajgaonkar, Govindrao Shinde, Ramchandra B. Neherkar and
f
B. N. Taralkar.
The F Ward District Congress Committee held a meeting at Lalbaug
under the presidentship of Abdul Rashid. About 400 millhands were
present. The president reminded the audience of the independence
resolution passed by the Lahore Congress and of the programme so far
followed ia pursuance of that resolution. He appealed to the millhands
to have faith in the Congress which was fighting the common enemy in
order to win complete independence. Babu Kalyani asked the people
not to be misled by the peace talks. Gandhi, he said, was able to put
both Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and Mr. Jayakar into his pocket.
Mrs. Yashodabai Bhat regretted that the students did not leave their
colleges when the whole country was fighting for independence. Keshav
Bhikaii Kubal criticised the labour leaders of the Girni Kamgar Union
like S. V. Deshpande who wanted to bring about a revolution without
providing the means for it. He asked the millhands not to believe them.
A meeting of about 125 millhands was' held at PeLisle Road in the G
ward under the presidentship of Prof. Dharmanand Kosambi. The
t*

1

Issued by Prof. Kosambi exhorting wor! ersto join th? Congress movement.

*
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president, G. L. Kandalkar, A. A. Shaikh, Babu Kalyani, Shivsharma B.
Sharma and Miss Krishnakumari Sardesai made speeches exhorting the
workers to join whole-heartedly in the fight for independence carried on
Dy the Congress in the interests of the workers and the peasants.
A. A. Shaikh pointed out that the Britishers ruled only for the benefit of
the English and that the rule of the British proved a failure as it failed
to remove the miserable plight of the masses.
A meeting of about 60 persons was held at Mahim Bazaar Cross Lane,
S. B. Mahadeshwar, Shivsharma B. Sharma and. Pansare asked the
people to join the Congress and boycott foreign cloth.
Another meeting in the G Ward was held near Sun Mill Lane, Parel,
under the*, presidentship of one Baburao Hiroji. About 300 persons were
present. Speeches on the boycott of foreign cloth and temperance were
made by the president, Rajaram Savant, Vinayakrao Pathare, Dr. J. D.
Prabhu, Dr. Salunke and B. N. Taralkar.
9
The Bombay Students Brotherhood held a meeting last evening to
welcome back Y. J. Meherali, M. C. Chhagla, vice-president of the Brother*
hood, presided. About 125 persons were present. Y. J. Meherali appeal:
ed to the students not to hesistate to th s critical moment but to devote
fhemselves to the service of the motherland. It would be a disgrace if the
young students failed to help the Nation in carrying on the fight to a finish
as advised by Gandhi. Joachim Alva and Miss Freni Bhesania spoke fa
praise of Meherali's self-sacrifice, courage and power of organisation.
M. C. Chhagla differed from Meherali on the question of the boycott of
colleges and remarked that they had no right to call upon the students
to leave the colleges without making proper arrangements for the
education of those who left Government institutions.
At yesterday's meeting of the Bombay Municipal Corporation Shivdas
Champsey moved a resolution that the Indian National Flag should be
hoisted on the Head Municipal Office throughout the year. Mrs. Avantikabai Gokhale seconded the resolution. Hirji Behedin moved an
amendment that the Corporation were of opinion that it would be more
opportune to consider that question towards the end of the year 1930.
Rao Bahadur Asavle seconded the amendment. The amendment was
put to the vote and carried 45 voting for the amendment and 25 against
it. M. N. Talpade demanded a poll which resulted in the adjournment
being carried by 42 votes against 29. As soon as the result was announced there were shouts of shame, shame from the people in the visitors'
gallery. There were about 200 people waiting outside the municipal
office and when some of the Corporators like Dr. Javle, R. M. Bhat and
R. B. Asavle left th© office, they jeered at them.
In celebration of the boycott day today the Congress flag was flown
in the maidan opposite the K. E. M. Hospital in the presence of the
aDoui L000 millhands, 4,000 members of the prabhat feris, 75 lady
volunteers of the Hindustani Seva Dal and about 75 desk sevikas. The
Vande Mataram song was sung and the flag was saluted. After this
public meeting was held under the presidentship of Nagindas T. Master,
Solicitor, Dr. A. P. Kothare, Dalpatram Pathak, Mrs, Yeshodabai Bhat,
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Babu Harihar and Vrijlal Desai made speeches exhorting the people to
boycott all articles of British manufacture, and take to spinning.
Mr. Bhat said that the ladies should boycott members of their families
The
boycott
that the Boycott Committee would shortly open a Swadeshi Karyalaya
where Swadeshi goods would be exhibited for the benefit of the millhands. The procession that was to have been taken out after the
meeting was abandoned owing to rain. In the afternoon motor lorries
exhibiting Swadeshi goods were taken round the mill area.
On account of the arrest of Abul Kalam Azad, the acting president
of the Congress, the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee sent out
Congress volunteers to proclaim a day's hartal, As a result there has
been a partial hartal in the city. The Muhammadan shops at Bhendy
Bazaar were closed in his honour. The Congress volunteers also went
about in the mill area and succeeded in inducing the millhands of about
15 mills to observe the hartal today. To protest against the arrest of
Abul Kalam Azad a public meeting will be held this evening on the
Esplanade Maidan.
The swaraj procession which has been fixed for the evening of the
24th, will be taken out by the desh sevikas from Sukhanand Dharmashala
and will go along Null Bazaar, Golpitha, Sandhurst Road, Girgaum
Back Road passed the Congress House, Kennedy Bridge, Gamdevi and
disperse at Gowalia Tank Maidan.
1
I attach (1) a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin, dated the 21st
and (2) a copy of Dynamite of the same date.
Jafferali Gulam Hussain and Muzaffar Beg Mirza were placed before
the Chief Presidency Magistrate today under Section 108 of the Criminal
Procedure Code. The Court held the contents of the three issues of
the Ghadar as seditious and called upon the accused to execute a bond
for Rs. 1,000 each and surety in the like amount to be of good
behaviour for one year. They refused to execute the bond and were
therefore sentenced to one year's simple imprisonment each. The
Gestetner and the paraphernalia were ordered to be confiscated under
Ordinance No. VII of 1930.
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Bombay, 23rd August 1930.

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 4347/H/3717,
August 1930.
There was no liquor picketing on the 22nd instant.
Not reproduced bejng unimportant.

dated the

22nd
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The following are the details of arrests and convictions in connection
with the picketing of cloth shops in the Fort :
Date of arrest

Cases pending

No. of convictions on
22-8-30

21-8-30
Date of arrest

8
No. of arrests

8 to 4 months' R.I.
No. of convictions on
22-8-30

12-8-30

12

Pending

4 to 4 months' R. I.
2 to 2 months' R. I.
1 to 6 weeks' R. I.

5

On account of the hartal there was no general picketing of foreign
cloth shops yesterday, but a few shops which remained open on Masjid
Bunder Road, Bhajipala Lane and Falkland Road were picketed bv
Congress volunteers.
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized yesterday :
Police Station
Dongri
Pydhonie
Gamdevi

No. of copies
245 Ghadar .
34 Congress Bulletins,
7 Congress Bulletins

I attach a free translation of a cyclostyl
Marathi warning
the workers against the activities of the Congress. It was issued under
the pseudonym of Lalji Bhagwanji and distributed among the mill
workers on the 22nd.
Yesterday afternoon about 500 millhands demonstrated in front of the
New City of Bombay Mill by throwing stones and asking the workers
v
:o come out and observe hartal on account of the arrest of Abul
Kalam Azad. The mill closed down and although some stones were
thrown at the police, no one was injured. Two persons were arrested
for disorderly behaviour. In course of the day 5 more mills closed
down.
Many school boys absented themselves from the schools yesterday
owing to the hartal. Some students of the Bharda High School on
Waudby Road attempted to prevent other boys from attending the
school yesterday with the result that there was a scuffle between the
Parsi and the Hindu boys of the school. The Parsi boys are reported to
have assaulted the Hindu boys who wanted them to observe hartal.
This moming the Parsi and the Muhammadan boys attended the Bharda
High School, while the Hindu boys, numbering about 200, have been
demonstrating in front of the school.
In celebration of boycott day organised by the Congress, about 15
motor lorries laden with Swadeshi articles including cloth, iron works,
furniture, safes, charkhas, cooking and other brass utensils, hosiery, etc.
started from Poibavdi, Parel, followed by about a hundred Congress
DeLisle
Road,
Arthur
Matunga
volunteers and proceeded along Dadar,
Road and Lalbaug. The millhands were asked to purchase only
—

?

Not reproduced being unimportant.
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Swadeshi goods of the kind exhibited to them, and Congress flags and
placards bearing inscriptions such as 'Boycott British goods', 'Support
Indian." Industries' were carried. The volunteers should the usual
boycott, slogans and distributed handbills in Marathi regarding coycott
1
day. I attach a translation of the leaflet .
The Bombay Provincial Congress Committee held a public meeting
on the Esplanade Maidan yesterday evening to congratulate Abul Kalam
Azad on his arrest. Mrs. Hansa Mehta presided. About 3,000 persons,
including 500 ladies, were present, Mrs. Hansa Mehta said that in face
of all the acts of repression going on throughout India the war council
was justified in coming to a decision that it would not be satisfied with
anything less than complete independence. The ban on the Azad
Maidan, lathi charges on peaceful crowds at Ahmedabad, the Bombay
Government orders declaring Congress organisations in some parts of
the presidency illegal and the arrest of the Congress president, were
proofs of the absence of any desire on the part of Government for peace
and. that it possessed the weapon of boycott to bring Government to its
senses. Dr. Abdus Salam said that the place for a self respecting Indian
was inside the jail. He appealed to the Indians not to be cowed down
bv repression. The people should be prepared for greater sacrifices for
the freedom of the country. P. R. Lele said that on the one hand there
were peace negotiations going on while on the other hand there was
repression. The satyagraha committee did not care for the peace negotiations and it always stood for complete independence in terms of the
Lahore resolution. In renlv to the various challenges thrown down bv
Government the Congress people should re-double their efforts in carrying out the programme placed before them. He knew that Government
was likelv to adopt further repressive measures and perhaps more Congress organisations would be declared illegal, eventually resulting even
in the declaration of the Martial Law. The people should be prepared
to face nil hardships and suffering which would only strengthen Indiar
cause for freedom. Mrs. Ramibai Kamdar, Haji Nur Mohamca
Mojawalla and Dnlpafram Pathak laid stress on the boycott of foreign
cloth. Sardar Pratap Singh pointed out that though the Maharaja of
Patiala was a Sikh by religion, he did not represent the Sikh community.
The Sikh community did not want the Maharaja to go to the Round
Table Conference,
/

.

The following are some of the important meetings held in connection
with the boycott day celebrations yesterday :
A meeting of about 200 persons was held at Chira Bazaar under
the presidentship of one Govind Ganpat Shinde, Mansing Jagtap,
Haribhaa Apte, Dr. Bhosle, Baburao Ghagre, B. N. Taralkar and
Shivsharrna B. Sharma addressed the people on temperance and the
boycott of foreign cloth.
A meeting of about 150 persons was held in the D Ward at Arthur
Road under the presidentship of Dr. Manjrekar. Wamanrao Ajgaonkar,
•

Not reproduced being unimportant
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people to boycott
Rajaram Savant
British goods.
A meeting of about 1,000 persons, mostly Muslim mill workers was
held at
Madanpura under the presidentship of Haji Nur Mohamed
Ahmed. The chairman, Nur Mohamed Mojawalla, D. B. Ghavan,
Shivsharma B. Sharma and Babu Kalyani made speeches appealing to
the workers to join the Congress movement the main object of which,
they said, was the uplift of the workers and peasants of the country.
The speakers appealed to the people to boycott all kinds of British
goods. Shivsharma said that 95 per cent of the population consisted
of workers and peasants and that they should have a predominant share
in the future constitution of the country as they were the real producers
of the wealth of the country. He advised the formation of union of
all the workers so that whenever necessary they could observe a hartal
through those unions. Haji Nur Mohammad Ahmed told the people
that they should have nothing to do with the forthcoming Council
elections and characterised the Round Table Conference as a piece of
bluff which was meant to lull the Indians to sleep.
A meeting of about 400 persons was held at Haines Road.
R. K. Acharekar, Mrs. Yamunabai Ghodekar and Salamat Gulam Hussain
advocated the boycott of British goods.
A meeting of about 250 persons was held at Tilak Bridge, Dadar,
under the presidentship of Balkrishna N. Taralkar.
The president,
Baburao Ghagre, Mahadeo Gaikwad and Dr. Bhosle made speeches
asking the people to join the Congress. Baburao Ghagre suggested that
in sympathy with the unemployed millhands there should be 4 months'
hartal.
Under the auspices of the G. T. P. Railway Wadi Bunder staff union,
a meeting of about 75 workers was held at Chinchbunder Road.
D. M. Opasani, (Upasani ? ) presided. The president, G. H. Kale and
D. S. Vaidya made speeches asking the people to support the Congress
movement by using khaddar and boycotting foreign goods on economic
grounds.
A small procession of about 200 millhands, including 50 women,
started from the Tilak Bridge this morning and went about the mill
area under the leadership of Baburao Ghagre shouting the usual boycott
slogans.
Some mills did not observe a hartal on account of the arrest of Abul
Kalam Azad. They however observed hartal today. About 14 mills
closed down today including the Pralhad and the Western India
Manufacturing Co., at which stones were thrown by some millhands.
Stones were thrown at the New City of Bombay Mill but the mill is
working
Labour week will be closed tonight and a public meeting of millhands
will be held at 12 midnight at Nagu Sayaji's Wadi.
1
I attach (1) a copy of the Bombay Bulletin of the 22nd and (2) a
translation of a Hindi unauthorised sheet entitled Rana Gariona' i.e.,
* war cry * seized by the police yesterday.
x

and

z

Enclosures not reproduced.
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Owing to the hostile demonstration that was organised for the
reception of H. H. the Maharaja of Patiala on his arrival at the Mole,
it was decided to take him off from the Appollo Bunder in a launch to
the ship when it was in the stream. The demonstrators, who numbered
between 1,000 and 1,500, were outwitted.
K. J. PETIGARA,
for Commissioner of Police.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 4420/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 25th August 1930.

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 4384/H/3717, dated the 23rd August
1930.
There was no picketing of liquor shops on the 23rd and the 24th
instant; the volunteers appear to be more interested in picketing the
foreign cloth shops.
The following are the details of arrests and convictions in connection
with the picketing of cloth shops in the Fort :
Date of arrest

No. of convictions on
23-8-30
5 to 4 months' R. T.
No. of convictions on
23-8-30
6 to 4 months' R. I.

Oses pending
5
No. of arrests

22-8-30
Date of arrest
23-8-30

6

,

Pending
Nil.

On Saturday and Sunday Congress volunteers and Desk Sevikas picketed
foreign cloth shops at Holi Chakla, Bazaar Gate, Crawford Market,
Masjid Bunder Road, Chakla Street, Bhajupala Lane, Samuel Street,
Man laldas Market. Shaikh
Memon Street, Kalbadevi Road, Bhuleshwar, Girgaum, Falkland Road,
Charni Road, Laming(ton Road, Sandhurst Road;, Lalbaug, Poibavdi
DeLisle Road, Elphinstone Road, Dadar and Mahim Bazaar Road.
4 picketers were arretted for molesting a Parsi customer going to
Saturday the 23rd, They
Vasiamal & Co.
Masjid
will be tried today under the Picketing Ordinance.
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized in Bombay :
Date

No. of copies

Police station

23-8-30
23-8-30
23-8-30
23-8-30
23-8-30
24-8-30
24-8-30
24-8-30

•

•

#

*

•

•

*

•

"•

•

•

PiH'II"

Pal ton Road
Pydhonie
Lamington Road
Lamington Road
Lamington Road
Esplanade
Lamington Road
Gamdevi ..
— • *

..
..
..
..

•

•

•

•

89
5
7
15
3
41
4
75

Congress Bulletins
Congress Bulletins
Congress Bulletins
Suburban Patrikas
Section
Congress Bulletins
Boycott
i
Cartoons
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The labour week closed on the 23rd, with the holding of several
meetings in the labour area and with the distribution of Marathi leafleis
1
of which a translation is attached . A procession of about 2,000
labourers, 200 ladies and a few Desk Sevikas, started from the Mandvi
District Congress Committee's office in celebration of labour week on
the evening of the 23rd. It went along Masjid Bunder Road, Mumbadevi
Road, Shaikh Memon Street, Kalbadevi Road, Cathedral Street, C P.
Tank and terminated at Chaupatty. At the head of the procession
was a bullock cart containing a large cartoon of John Bull with a whip
w
in one hand and in the other a bag with the inscription ' 72 crores of
rupees " ; under his feet were shown three persons asking for bread.
The cart was followed by a motor car exhibiting a picture of Gandhi.
Posters bearing the inscriptions " Inqilab Zindabad", " Wadi Bunder
Forwarding Agency Union ", " Palton Road Prabhat Phery", "Carnac
Road Prabhat Phery " and " Gum Merchants' Association " were also
carried. The band of the Cutchi Lohana Volunteer Corps accompanied
the procession.
The following were the more important meetings held in connection
with labour week on the 23rd : —
A meeting of about 300 persons was held at Dana Bunder under the
presidentship
of Govindrao Yeshwantrao Shinde. The president,
Dr. Bhosle, Tukaram Keshav Nalavde, Mansingrao Jagtap, Balasaheb
Pawar and Bhawoorao Mane made speeches appealing to the Marathas
to raiJy round the Congress flag.
A meeting of about 200 persons was held at New Chikhalwadi, unaer
the presidentship of A. A. Shaikh, Abdul Majid, Sadashivrao Mhapankar,
G. L. Kandalkar and the president appealed to the people to carry out
the Congress programme. The president asked the workers to help
the Congress in getting rid of their common enemy, the British Government, from this country. G. L. Kandalkar said that some millowners
closed their mills on the ground that tjieir goods were not being sold
owing to Congress propaganda. That, he said, was mere bluff.
Government helped the millowners in last years strike by giving them
police help and now the millowners wanted to discharge this obligation
by increasing unemployment. Government wanted to cause disunion
between the mill workers and the Congress. If Government succeeded
in defeating the Congress, it would also be able to defeat the workers.
It was, therefore, the duty of the workers to be on the side of the
Congress and leave their differences for settlement in due course.
A meeting of about 500 persons was held at DeLisle Road.
Dr. Manjrekar, R. K. Acharekar, B. N. Taralkar, Thakur anc
Mrs. Yamunabai Ghodekar advised the workers to boycott foreign goods
and give up their vices.
Under the auspices of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee
Branch at Parel, a public meeting, attended by about 800 millhands, was
held at Nagu Sayaji's Wadi, under the presidentship of Prof. Dharmanand
Kosambi. Sadashiv Mhapankar said that the only way for the workers
1

Not reproduced here.
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to get their grievances redressed was to work under the Congress flag
and not be seduced by interested parties. They should be prepared
for a general strike, if necessary, in fighting the battle for freedom.
G. L. Kandalkar attributed the closing of the mills to the hand of the
bureaucracy. The people should help the Congress and see how far it
would be able to ameliorate their condition. The president appealed to
the people to preserve unity and join the Congress. The Congress, he
said, was a body of which the workers and peasants were the limbs.
A meeting of about 1,500 millhands was held in the maidan opposite
the Dinshaw Petit Mill, Lalbaug, under the presidentship of Abdul Rashid.
Babu Kalyani explained how the workers and peasants in Russia were
able to establish their rule by unity. They should therefore establish
mill committees and work together. Shivsharma B. Sharma exhorted
the workers to have their labour unions and suggested that the Police
should also have a Police union. The president advised the workers
not to be dissuaded from joining the Congress.
A meeting of about 300 persons was held at DeLis'e Road under the
presidentship of one Pansare. B. N. Taralkar and Mrs. Kamalabai
Prabhu asked the people to work for the Congress.
A meeting of about 500 people was held under the auspices of th?
Bombay Chemists' and Druggists' Union on the evening of the 23rd at
Keshav Baug, Princess Street, Mrs. Hansa Mehta, Nagindas T. Master,
Dr. K. K. Dadachanji, Dr. A. P. Kothare and Dr. Venkatram made
speeches in support of the boycott of British drugs.
Vithalbhai J. Patel returned from Ahmedabad on the morning of the
23rd. He performed the opening ceremony of the Pateti Swadeshi
Bazaar organised by the Parsi Rajkiya Sabha at Muzaffarabad Hall,
Grant Road, in the evening. About 300 persons, mostly Parsis, were
present. Mrs. Goshup Captain hoisted the Congress flag at the time
of the opening ceremony. V. J. Patel made a lengthy speech complimenting the Parsis on the spirit shown by them and advised the Parsis
to support the Swadeshi movement and keep the boycott mentality and
prepare themselves for every hardships so as to wrest the power from
the British people.
A variety entertainment in aid of the Akhii Bharat Prabhat Phery
Sangh was given at Blavatsky Lodge on the 23rd . Dialogues relating
to the boycott of colleges and the giving up of titles were among the
items of the programme. A sum of about Rs. 300 was realised by th2
sale of admission tickets.
On the morning of Sunday the 24th usual flag salutation ceremonies
took place at several places in the C and D Wards and the prabhat pheris
went round the city.
In connection with the classified trades exhibition organised by the
Deccan Merchants' Association to be held at Madhav Baug from today.
P. C. Ray, who was invited to perform the opening ceremony of the
exhibition, was given a reception at Victoria Terminus on his arrival
on the morning of the 24th by Dr. D. D. Sathaye (Sathe), Dr. M. B. Velkar,
A. R. Bhat, A. H. Kulkarni and Jamnadas Erunza, the Secretary of
the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee. Two hundred Congress
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volunteers, 100 volunteers of the Swastik League, 100 Desk Sevikas,
JUL Bengalis and about 600 members of the vanar sena lormed the
procession which conveyed P. C. Ray to the ofl&ce of the Deccan
Merchants' Association at Kandewadi.
On Sunday morning 14 mills, which did not close on the previous
days, observed hartal on account ot the arrest of the Congress president.
Two of them closed down atter some stone throwing. Stones were
also thrown at 5 other mills but the workers did not come out. One
miiihand was arrested in the act of stone throwing and is being dealt
with.

ifte swaraj procession organised by the Desh Sevika Sangh consisted
only of 300 ladies and about 100 persons who had brought the
requisite quantity of yarn with them. It started yesterday afternoon
trom Sukhanand jJharmasiiala and proceeded to Gowaha l a n k Maidan
via Null Bazaar, Falkland Road, Sandhurst Road, Lamington Road,
Hughes Road, and Harvey Road. Mrs. Jailaxmi Desai led the
procession which was accompanied by a volunteer band. A poster
bearing the inscription " Non-violence will lead to swaraj " was carried.
The procession was followed by a lorry containing bundles of yarn
brought by the processionists.
A procession of about 400 millhands was organised by the Tardeo
branch of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee on the evening
of the 24th. It went along Tardeo Road, Warden Road, Peddar Road,
Gowalia Tank Road, Kennedy Bridge, Girgaum Back Road, Lamington
Road and back to Tardeo where the processionists dispersed. About
20 Congress flags and a picture of Gandhi were carried in the procession
and the usual boycott slogans were shouted.
Under the auspices of the Girni Kamgar Union a meeting of about
L00O millhands was held in the maidan opposite the Dinshaw Petit Mill,
Lalbaug, on the evening of the 24th. G. L. Kandalkar presided, and
the president, Sakharam Laxman Laud, Sadashiv C. Mhapankar,
R. B. Neherkar and Baburao Laxman Mochi made speeches asking the
millhands to support the Congress and at the same time to strengthen
the Girni Kamgar Union. Philip Antone and one worker, whose name
and address could not be ascertained, said that some workers wanted
S. V, Deshpande to continue in the union. The audience did not allow
the worker to continue his speech. G. L. Kandalkar pacified the
audience and enquired whether they wanted him or S. V. Deshpande.
It was decided at the meeting to remove S. V. Deshpande and . his
supporters from the managing committee of the Girni Kamgar Union.
Under the auspices of the Tarun Bharat U. P. Seva Dal, started at
Sewree by a satyagrahi volunteer named Tiwari, a meeting of about 500
persons was held opposite the Sewree Post Office on the evening of the
24th. S. B. Mahadeshwar presided. Shivsharma B. Sharma said that
the Tarun Bharat U. R Seva Dal was started with the object of carrying
on the work of the Congress in case the Congress associations were
declared illegal. He asked the people to join the Congress as well as the
Dal and break all the bad laws of Government. Pandit Kashiprasad,
the editor of Swadhin, appealed to the people to join the Congress.
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*

Dixit, a Seva Dal volunteer, asked the people to join the Dal whose
object was to replace the Congress satyagrahis in the event of their
arrest. S. B. Mahadeshwar said that the idea of starting the Seva DaJ
had been under consideration for a long time, but it did not materialise
owing to the incarceration of persons like Abidali Jaffarbhai and C. K.
Narayenswami who were the originators of the idea. Tiwari had now
founded the Dal to create an awakening among the labourers and iu
organise the members to make them fit to replace the satyagrahis when
arrested. He also appealed for monetary help for the Dal. Sunder P,
Kabadi thanked the audience for helping the Congress in making the
labour week a success.
The Hindustani Native Merchants' Association have addressed' a letter
(which was published in today's Chronicle) to the European managed
mills warning them that they will sever trade relations with them, if they
do not come to a settlement with the Congress. About 22 merchants
dealing in foreign cloth are reported to have consented to their existing
stocks being sealed by the Congress.
*

Vithalbhai J. Patel and Mathuradas Tricumdas left for Delhi by the
Frontier Mail itoday to attend the meeting of the Working Committee
which has been fixed for the 27th. It is reported that Mrs. Hansa Mehta
of Bombay has been elected on the Working Committee, but that
she has not left for Delhi as she has not received any official communication.
The Hindu students of the Bharda High School are still absenting
themselves from the school. They collected in front of the school this
morning and demanded an apology from the principal who is reported
to have asked them to represent their grievances to him in writing.
The Bombay Provincial Congress Committee is considering the
question of sending out some workers and volunteers from Bombay to
Maharashtra Provincial Congress Committee
carry on the work of
which has been declared illegal.
1

I attach (1) a copy of the Congress Bulletin of the 23rd, (2) a copy
of the bi-weekly Dynamite of the 23rd, (3) a copy of the boycott supplement of the Congress Bulletin of the 24th and (4) a copy of Sedition of
the 24th.
A wireless message was received from the Military Secretary to H. H.
the Maharaja of Patiala communicating His Highness's thanks to the
Police for all the trouble they had taken in his behalf. The leaflet
attached was picked up in the hall at Ballard Pier.
K. J. PETIGARA,
for Commissioner of Police.

Enclosures not reproduced being not available
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 4463/H/3717

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 26th August 1930.

My Dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 4420/H/3717, dated the 25th August
1930.
The following are the details of arrests and convictions in connection
with the picketing of cloth shops in the Fort : —
Date of arrest
25-8-30

..

No. of arrests
12

No. of convictions on
25-8-30
4 to 4 months'R. I.
1 to 3 months' R. I.

Pending
7

The following are the figures in connection with the picketing at Masjid
Bunder Road :—
Date of arrest
23-8-30

..

No. of arrests
4

No. of convictions on
25-8-30
4 to 4 months' R. I

Pending
Nil.

Five picketers were arrested at Carnac Bunder for stopping carts
containing foreign cloth bales yesterday. They will be tried today.
On the 25th Congress volunteers and desk sevikas continued picketing
foreign cloth shops almost in all the wards of the city.
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized in Bombay on
the 25th : —
Police station
Esplanade

No. of copies
u
166 Congress B Uetins
35 Congress Bulletins
3 Congress Bulletins

Yesterday afternoon Prafulla Chandra Ray performed the opening
ceremony of the classified trade exhibition organised by the Deccan
Merchants' Association at Madhav Baug before an audience of about
1,000 persons. Prominent among those present were Narayan Anant
Desai (Topiwala), Dr. D. D. Sathaye, Dr. M. B, Velkar,
Dr. G. V. Deshmukh, Dr. Popat Parbhuram and S. L. Silam. P. C. Ray
read out his address which wasi printed in a pamphlet form. A copy
1
is attached .
2
I attach a translation of a Marathi leaflet distributed last evening in
the labour area as counter-propaganda against the boycott imposed on
certain European managed mills.
Under the auspices! of the Girni Kamgar Union a meeting of about
300 millhands was held in Kalewadi on Parel Tank Road under the
presidentship of G. L. Kandalkar. G. L. Kandalkar said that S. V,
Deshpande and his gang were trying to cause a split among the workers
by asking them not to participate in the Congress movement. The
workers should not follow their advice. The Congress, he said, was not
for the capitalists but for everybody and if it succeeded, the workers
1

and

z

Not reproduced.
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would be in a position to claim their rights. He said that Deshpande
wanted to cause a revolution. Deshpande said he would be able to
raid the Government arms depot to get arms and ammunition but the
speaker said that the present movement was a peaceful movement and
revolution was not possible at this stage. He emphasized the necessity
for making the Girni Kamgar Union strong by establishing unity anion*
themselves. One Dagdoo, a mill worker, said that the people should drive
out those persons who were against the Red Flag Union and the principles of their old labour leaders who were prisoners in the Meerut Case.
A rally of about 150 Hindustani Seva Dal volunteers and 60 lady
volunteers was held on the Gowalia Tank Maidan this morning. About
100 members of the Vanar Sena were also present. P. C. Ray, accompanied by Madhavrao Godbole and Mrs. Ramiben Kamdar, inspected
the volunteers and complimented them on the splendid work done by
them for the country.
Mrs. Gandhi (Kasturba Gandhi) performed the flag hoisting ceremony
this morning at Old Modikhana, Fort, in the presence of about 200
people. She advised the audience to carry out the Congsess programme.
A number of prabhat pheris saluted the Congress Flag and the meeting
dispersed.
It is learnt that four persons have been entrusted by the Bombay
Provincial Congress Committee with the work of reproducing Pate]
Enquiry Report by cyclostyling it in three parts for the purpose of
broadcasting it.
Mrs'. Hansa Mehta left for Delhi by the Frontier Mail today to attend
the meeting of the Working Committee. She was seen off by Dr. Jivraj
Mehtu, a number of Congress Volunteers and a few desk sevikas. She
was garlanded by Miss Laxmibai, the daughter of Mr. Soorji Vallabhdas.
1
I attach (1) a copy of the Congress Bulletin of the 25th, (2) a copy of
Sedition of the 25th and (3) a copy of Flame of the same date.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 4493/H/3717

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 28th August 1930.

My Dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 4463/H/3717, dated the 26th August
1930.
The following are the details of arrests and convictions in connection
with the picketing of cloth shops in the Fort :
Date of arrest

Cases pending

25

-8-30
..
Date of arrest
„ „
26-8-30
..
27-8-30

1

..

7
No. of arrests
12

13

No. of convictions on
26-8-30
7 to 4 months'R. T.
No. of convictions on
26-8-30
7 to 4 months'R. I.

Enclosures are repetition. Hence not reproduced.

Pendins
5
13
* •
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The following are the particulars in connection
Carnac Bunder :
N3. of arrets

Date of arrest
25-8-JO

#

•

with

No. of convictions 0:1
26-8-30
5 to 4 months' R. I.

5

the

arrests at
Pending
Nil

-

On the 26th and the 27th Congress Volunteers and desk sevikas
continued the picketing of foreign cloth shops in almost all the wards Qi
the city.
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized in Bombay:
Dat
26-8-30
26-8-30
26-8-30
26-3-30
25-S-30
26-8-30
26-8-30
27-8-30
27-8-30
27-8-30
27-8-30
27-8-30
27-8-30

Po- les station
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Pa'ton Road
Pa I ton Road
Pal ton Road
Esplanade
Pydh3nie
Princess Street
Princess Street
Pal ton Road
Esplanade
Pydhonie
Pydhonie
Pydhonie
Pydhonie
•

*

•

•

No. of copies
78 Congress Bulletin s
•

•

•

•

•

•

*

•

t

•

•

•

•

*

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

*

•

•

9

•

*

•

50 Suburban PUrikas
11 Flame
96 Congress Bulletins
4 Congress Bulletins
7 Congress Bulletins
28 Suburban Patrikas
39 Congress Bulletins
315 Congress B -iHetins
2 Congress Bulletins
7 Flame
1 Suburban Patrika
1 Harami Angrezia

I he Harami Angrezi has come to notice only once before.
In the afie 0011 of the 26th about 300 ladies started in procession from
the Congress House and went to Madhav Bang carrying a photo of
Pandit Motilal Nehru and singing National songs. They offered prayers
at Madhav Baug for the speedy recovery of Pandit Motilal Nehru and
dispersed. Mrs. Ratanben Mehta thanked the ladies for the trouble
taken by them in joining the procession.
On the evening of the 26th P. C. Ray addressed a meeting of students
at the Jinnah Hall under the presidentship of Y. J. Meherali. About
400 persons were present. P. C. Ray said that it was the duty of the
youths to carry on the Congress work and build a new India. In China
and Turkey also the youths were the real power in their fight for freedom.
They should get rid of social evils and maintain the creed of nonviolence to make the struggle a success. He left for Nasik en route to
Calcutta on the night of the 27th.
Thers was no unusual activity on the part of the Congress volunteers
yesterday. At a few places in the mill area the Congress flag was
saluted bv members of the prabhat pheris. The people were busy
bringing Ganpatis from the market. A noticeable feature of the Ganpati
festival was that the parties carrying the Ganpati generally had a
Congress flag in front of them. Some images of Ganpati were decked
Men
Association hall on
with Gandhi c a p s M k t
Girgaum Back Road, wherein previous years political lectures were
delivered, a Swadeshi exhibition was held. In connection with the
celebation of the Ganpati festival at Keshav Baug and Kamathipura,
A-l 15-29- A.
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A. B. Kolhatkar (Achyut Balwant Kolhatkar) and R. K. Acharekar
mado an appeal to carry out the Congress programme. At Khandke
Building, Dadar, K. P. Khadilkar addressed last evening a meeting of
about 200 persons advising them to follow the programme of Gandhi.
Leaflets reproducing the Working Committee's resolution appealing
to all Indians to abstain from standing as candidates or voting or otherwise participating in the forthcoming elections to the Legislatures were
distributed on Girgaum Road yesterday by the Congress volunteers.
Since the evening of the 26th there has been a stir in the Congress
House. Certain things were removed to various places from Congress
House as the Congress workers anticipated a raid by the police. On
the evening of the 27th the news of the arrest of 10 members of the
Congress' Working Committee at Delhi reached Congress House and
a notice was put up on the notice board. Congress volunteers were
then sent round to declare a day's hartal for the 28th.
As a result of the declaration of a hartal 54 mills have been closed
today. Only 9 mills were working this morning. About 2,000 workers
of the B. B. and C. I. Railway Parel Workshop did not go to work but
the workshop is working with the remaining hands. The attendance
is affected owing to the picketing by Congress volunteers. A meeting
of about 400 workers was held this morning in the open maidan near
DeLisle Road Post Office. Shivasharma B. Sharma and B. N. Taralkar
addressed the workers asking them to observe hartal on account of the
arrest of the members of the Working Committee. A similar meeting
of about 300 millhands was held on the maidan near DeLisle Road
Police Station today when Dr. J. D. Prabhu and Baburao J. Ghagre
appealed to the workers to observe a hartal.
The Mandvi District Congress Committee held a meeting at Dongri
Street this morning to congratulate the members of the Working
Committee on their arrest. Virchand Panachand presided and aboiu
200 persons attended. Dr. J. V. Vora, Mrs. Ramibai Kamdar, Narbheram
Narsidas Popat, Waman P. Kabadi and the president made speeches
informing the people of the declaration of the Working Committee and
certain Maharashtra associations as unlawful associations by government
1
and asking the people to carry on the Congress propaganda undaunted
by repressive measures. The coolies were also asked not to handle
foreign cloth.
All important business associations and Indian markets have been
closed.
Most of the Muhammadan shops, which did not observe hartal
on previous occasions, are also closed. Many schools, including the
Bharda High School, have been closed today. Many shops closed down
when the Congress volunteers moved about with the Congress flag
announcing the hartal.
Last night three volunteers were arrested at Lamington Road fox
causing obstruction white beating the bataki about today's hartal. They
were convicted by the Bench of Honorary Magistrates and sentenced to
pay a ft*ie of Rs. 10 or in default one week's rigorous imprisonment.
:

A great Marathi Journalist and a on Mine Tilakite turnrd Gandhian subsequently.
A-l 15-29- B.
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I attach a translation of two Marathi leaflets distributed in the mill
area warning the millhands against the boycott movement of the
Congress.
There will be a public meeting on the Esplanade Maidan this evening
to congratulate the arrested leaders.
The satyagraha committee has issued the following note to the press
this morning : —
" The Bombay Satyagraha Committee declares that it is the inherent
right of every citizen to use the Azad Maidan for purposes of congregation, exercise, drilling or such other purposes as are non-violent.
In pursuance of this declaration it is the inherent right of the
satyagraha committee to assert its right for the use of the Azad Maidan
as will vindicate the public liberty. The satyagraha committee calls
upon the citizens of Bombay to exercise their right undeterred by any
order, or ordinances which are meant to throttle all expressions of
freedom.
The satyagraha committee has decided to hold the monthly
flag salutation ceremony on the Azad Maidan on the morning of
Sunday the 31st August 1930 at 8 a.m."
This will presumably lead to a clash with the police.
I attach- (1) a copy of the Bombay Congress Bullet in dated the 26th
(2) a copy of the Congress Bulletin of the 27th and (3) a copy of
Sedition of the 26th.
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Bombay, 29th August 1930.

My Dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 4493/H/3717, dated the 28th August
1930.
The following are the details of arrests and convictions in connection
with the picketing of cloth shops in the Fort : —
Date of arrest

Cases pending

No. of convictions on
28-8-30

26-8-30
27-8-30
Date of arrest

5
13
No. of arrests

5 to 4 months' R. I. .
13 to 4 months' R. I.
No. of convictions on
28-8-30
6 to 4 months' R. I.

28-8-30

7

•

t
>

*

Pending
1

On account of the hartal there was no general picketing of foreign
cloth shops, but a few shops at Bhendy Bazaar and Dadar were picketed
by Congress Volunteers.
T

2

These contained the usual counter-propaganda by E. D. Sassoon's
against the movement.
Enclosures not reproduced.

Mi>n?gcment
' •

452
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized in Bombay on 'he
28th :
Police station
Esplanade

No. of Opics
205 Young India

Esplanade

47 Congress Bulletins

Pydhonie

5 Congress Bulletins

Dongri

9 Congress Bulletins

Lamington Road

2 Congress Bulletins

Lamington Road

1 Young India

Under the auspices of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee a
public meeting was held on the Esplanade Maidan on the evening of the
28th to congratulate the members of the All India Working Committee
who were convicted at Delhi. About 20,000 personsi were present,
P. R. Lele presided. The president said that the large gathering assembled that evening proved conclusively that the people were firmly on
the side of the Congress. If the people remained non-violent and carried
out the orders of the Congress when most of their leaders were in jail,
he was sure that victory would be theirs. The people should not wait
for Congress instructions in future but should carry out the programme
before them. If this was done, Swaraj, would be won. If the Congress
committees were going to be declared illegal, as rumoured, the people
should turn every house in the city into a Congress House. He announced that the satyagraha committee had decided that the Chief Presidency
Magistrate's order banning the parade of the Congress Volunteers on the
Azad Maidan should be defied and that the national flag salutation
ceremony would be held on the maidan next Sunday. He appealed to
the people to come in large numbers to the maidan on that day to show
their sympathy with the Congress Volunteers. Miss Laxmi Soorji
Vallabhadas said that as there was no room in the jails, the Government was resorting to lathi charges, and it was the duty of the people
to face lathis and even bullets to show that the movement could not be
crashed no matter what repressive measures were adopted. Haji Noor
Mahomed Ahmed deplored the attitude of the Ali Brothers and asked
them to reconsider their position. Sardar Jamiat Singh exhorted the
people to ioin the Congress Volunteers on next Sunday in saluting thfi
Congress Flag. He however wanted them to come as men prepared to
face lathi charges and not as mere spectators. He was prepared, if he
AkaJisi who would stand
brin
lathi blows till every man was beaten to death. G. L. Kandalkar declared that the mill workers were with the Congress and that the worker*
had realised that greatest obstacle in their way was foreign domination
Dalpalram Pathak and Mrs. Ramibai Kamdar appealed to the people to
carrv on Congress propaganda.
Three more mills closed down yesterday afternoon. In the evening
traffic dutv constable No. 795 was hit with a stone when he was on duty
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at the junction of DeLisie Road and Curry Road. He was slightly
injured on the forehead. It could not be ascertained where the stone
was thrown from.
Under the auspices of the Girni Kamgar Union a meeting of about
1,500 miilhands was held in the maidan opposite the Dinshaw Petit Mill,
Laibaug at 4 p.m. yesterday. G. L, Kandalkar presided. G. L. Kandalkar and R. B. Neherkar made speeches congratulating the members of
the All India Working Committee on their arrest and conviction and
appealing to the audience to join them in the procession which would
go from Laibaug to the Esplanade Maidan. After the meeting the procession started from Laibaug and proceeded along Suparibaug Road,
Curry Road Bridge, DeLisle Road, Haines Road, Byculla Bridge, Parel
Road, Bhendy Bazaar, Pydhonie, Shaikh Memon Street, Dhobi Talao
and Cruickshank Road to Esplanade Maidan.
At about the same time a procession of about 200 persons including
75 Congress Volunteers, started from the K. E. M. Hospital and went
to Chaupatty via Suparibaug and Parel Road carrying about half a
dozen Congress Flags. They were led by S. B. Mahadeshwar and
Sakharam Patil of Sewri.
The DeLisle Road Taluka Congress Committee held a meeting at
DeLisie Road yesterday when about 400 persons were present, Baburao
Ghagre (who presided) and Balkrishna N. Taralkar made speeches
asking the people to obey the Congress orders issued to them from time
to time.
The Mandvi District Congress Committee held a meeting of about
100 persons at Dongri under the presidentship of Mrs. Bhagirathibai
iNirgude. The president, Mrs. Yamunabai Ghodekar, R. K. Acharekar,
Mahaaev Mtiatre and Dhirajlal Bhat made speeches asking the people
to join the Congress and boycott foreign cloth.
A public meeting attended by about 400 persons, including 200 Mussaiinans was held last night in the maidan near the Bombay Improvement
Trust Chawi No. 4 at Agnpada under the presidentship of Syed Noorali.
tfasui Khan eulogised the services rendered to the country by the arrested
leaders and said that Government was under a delusion when it believed
that the movement would be killed by the incarceration of the Congress
leaders. He appealed to the audience to join the Congress if they had
any sympathy with the arrested leaders. One Shinde said that as long
as there was no unity between the Hindus and Muhammadans they
could not get Swaraj. He therefore appealed for unity. He also remarked that the Government helped the people to gamble by providing race
courses, etc., and cared very little for them. B. N. Taralkar denounced
the action of Government in arresting the leaders. He attributed the
ruin of India's trade and industry to the British and alleged that Government declared the Indians to be unfit to rule their own country and at
the same time instigated Hindu-Moslem quarrels. He further said that
the police who assaulted the innocent satyagrahis were enemies of the
country and the sooner they left Government service the better. Baburao
Ghagre, Munshi Solamatullah had one D. B. Chavan made speeches in
a similar strain,
•
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Two small meetings were held last evening in connection with the
Ganapati celebrations. The people were asked to help the swadeshi
movement of the Congress.
15 mills observed a hartal today on account of the arrest and conviction of the Congress leaders. Some stones were thrown at the New
Kaiser-i-Hind and the New City of Bombay Mills this morning. The
former closed down but the latter continued working. An attempt was
made by about 50 millhands to get out the millhands of the Pearl Mil]
this morning but it was not successful owing to the timely arrival of the
Police who arrested one of the millhands who was trying to force open
the door of the Pearl Mill.
Mas. Hans/a Mehta arrived this morning from Delhi. She continues
to be a member of the Working Committee. The new members from
Bombay are Syed AbduMa Brelvi and Velji Lakhamsey Napoo.
. I attach (1) a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin of the 28th and
1
(2) a copy of the biweekly Dyanamite of the 26th .
There is a rumour that the millhandis are going to come down to the
Esplanade Maid an on Sunday morning for the flag salutation ceremony.
•

BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 110
Bombay, 28th August 1950.
SASSOON'S OFFENSIVE AGAINST THE CONGRESS.—It is
understood that the management of the E. D. Sassoon and Co., Ltd., have
been launching an offensive against the Congress as a measure of retaliation against the ban which the Congress has imposed on their mills.
In pursuance of this, they have been distributing handbills in Marattii
to their operatives impressing upon them to revolt against the Congress
because they have been given to understand that they will be thrown
out of employment, as a result of the Congress movement.
Jt is also understood that they have been engineering a movement
among the clerks to take a concerted action and to demonstrate to tne
Congress that they are being starved as a result of their movement. A
meeting of clerks is reported to be organised by the E. D. Sassoon
management and they have been asked to wait in a deputation upon
the Congress authorities. A deputation has already been formed from
among the clerks and they will formally wait upon the management,
who will direct them to the Congress to seek relief. It will thus be seen
that the Sassoons are contemplating to launch an offensive against the
Congress.
I
Besides, secret meeting of the European staff of the E. D. Sassoon
Co., are being held daily to think out plans evidently to meet the menace
of the Congress that seeks to challenge their privileged position.
There is another queer colouring to the picture also. And that is a
secret which we do not mind letting out. In the E. D. Sassoon Group
of Mills 75 per cent of the shares are controlled by the Managing
Agents themselves. The other 25 per cent are held by the various
Indian share-holders. It is freely rumoured in Stock Exchange circles
*

^

1

Enclosure not reproduced.
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Managing Agents of the Sassoon Group of Mills
shares. Because of the Congress
diabolic
ban they expect the value of the shares to fall and when the shares are
at a low discount the Sassoon group will buy out the whole of the
stock. The idea seems to be that the Sassoons would then negotiate for
an agreement with the Congress.
If this is true it is all so despicable.

LABOUR PARTICIPATION
By the end of August 1930, over 44,000 millhands were unemployed.
The Congness \tried to exploit this situation by holding meetings and
organising a Labour Week from 18th August. However, labour affinities
towards civil disobedience were only partial. Their union, the Girm
Kanigar Union, was divided. G. K. Kandatkar, President of the Union,
favoured co-operation wUh the Congress, white S. V. Deshpande, its
secretary, was a staunch Communist and a critic of the Congress.
Certainly he was in a minority in the managing committee of the Girni
Kanigar Union as well as the Communist Parity. He opposed labour
participation in civil disobedience.
Besides the differences among the Communists, the grim failure of the
1929 mill strike in Bombay was a great disincentive to millhands to
participate in the civil disobedience.
The mills began a reopen in October 1930 and the number of
unemployed workers fell ^b about 22,000. This reduced the active
support of labour to the Congress in the days to come.
Editor.
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Bombay, 30th August 1930

My Dear Collins,

August
1930.
connection
with the picketing of cloth shops in the Fort :
Date of arrest

Cases pending

28-8-30
Date of arrest

1
No. of arrests

29-8-30

12

No. of convictions on
29-8-30
1 to 4 months' R. I.
No. of convictions on
29-8-30
2 to 4 months' R. I.
1 to 3 months' R. I.
1 to 2 months' R. I.

Pending
8

456
Congress volunteers and desk sevikas continued picketing the foreign
cloth shops in all the wards. Some volunteers were present at Wadi
Bunder and Carnac Bunder Goods Yards, but while those at Wadi Bunder
did not interfere with any body, the volunteers at Carnac Bunder stopped
carts containing bales of cloth, and 10 of them were arrested and convicted as follows :
Date of arrest
29-8-30

No. of arrests
..

No. of convictions on
29-8-30
5 to 4 months' R. I.

10

Pending
5

Congress Volunteers also picketed the Carnac Bunder Goods Yard this
be
morning
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized in Bombay on
the 29th:
Polic- Station
Esplanade
Pydhonie
Dongii
Leamington Road
Do

No. of Copks
..
.
..

..

30 c o n g i ^ s Bulletins
/
L>o
7
JDo
1
uo
52 Sub ji Dan Fauika:

In connection with the arrest of the members ot the All-India Working
Committee, S. B. Mahadeshwar led a processnon of about 300 nnlliiands
from the maidan opposite the K.E.M. Hospital on the evening oi the 29th.
It went aJong Elphinstone Road, Bhawanishankar Road, DeLisle Road,
;
Chinchpokli and returned to Pa bavidi via Laibaug. At Poibavdi a meeting was held under tne presidentship of S. B. Mahadeshwar. The
president, Balkrishna N. Taralkar and Haribhau Patil made speeches
asking the people to keep up their spirit and be prepared to make greater
sacrifices. They also said that if the Congress Committee were declared
illegal, the people should be prepared to have a Congress committee in
every house. The people were also asked to go to the Esplanade Maidan
to attend the flag salutation ceremony.
A meeting of about 300 mill workers was held at Ghorupdeo opposite
the David Sassoon Mill on the evening of the 29th. Dharmanand
Kosambi presided. Shivsharma B. Sharma asked the people to carry on
the Congress work in spite of repression. Mrs. Yamuna'bai Ghodekar
asked the people to boycott British goods and foreign cloth in particular.
Keshav Laxmaii Borkar appealed for unity and temperance. Dharmanand
Kosambi invited the people to go to Esplanade Maidan for the flag
salutation ceremony on Sunday.
1
I attach a copy of an appeal to the citizens of Bombay issued by
one J. K. Patel on behalf of the mill workers demanding that the ban on
the mills be lifted.
At the Ganapati celebrations held at four or five places last night the
use of Swadeshi goods was advocated.
Motil'a!
had died.
rumours
Not reproduced being irrelevant.
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at the Jacob Sassoon and the Tata Mills was affected this morning.
Congress Volunteers went about assuring the millhands that there was
no truth in the rumour. All the mills are working.
Mrs. Hansa Mehta, P. R. Lele, M. D. Guzdar, B. V. Trivedi and
Jamunadas Erunza were arrested today under Section 188 I. P. Code
in connection with the issues of the Bombay Congress Bulletin of the
15th, 22nd and 27th August 1930. They have been remanded to jail
custody till Monday next.
I attach (1) a copy of the Bombay Bulletin of the 29th and (2) a copy
1
of ihc Flame of the 30th .
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
b\o. I l l
Bombay, 29»th August 1930.
The meeting of the Working Committee of the A. I. C C , is
declared an unlawful assembly m practically in all provinces or British
India. The Government are panting their dying extorts to crush the
aspirations of Indians, who have laid down in clear terms, their
resolution to win complete independence and to severe absolutely
from the so-called British Commonwealth, With the repression and
terrorism during last six months the determination of the Indians has
become adamantine and let the Government know that this is a fight
to the finish and no compromise at any intermediate stage is possible,
in spite of thqir vain and futile show of might. Every Indian today
knows the faithlessness of the Government and none is prepared to trust
in the promises and pledges that are so regular and common. There
are thousands who are clapped in jail and who are undergoing all sorts
of maltreatment at the hands of the jail authorities, who have received
instructions to torture the satyagrahis. There are hundreds killed and
murdered under deliberate instructions of the Government and if the
Government wants to lend ear to us, let it know that there are still
millions who prefer death to dishonour and humiliation and who shall
continue the fight to the finish.
*

*

*
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Dear Mr. Collins,
In continuation
August 1930.
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The following are the details of arrests and convictions in connection
with the picketing of foreign cloth shops in the Fort :
Date of arrest
29-8-30

Cases pending
..

Date of arrest

8
No. of arrests
t

30-8-30

..

8

No. of convictions on
30-8-30
8 to 4 months' R. I.
No. of convictiors on
30-8-30

Pending

5 to 4 months'R. I.

Nil

Congress Volunteers and Desh Sevikas picketed the foreign cloth shops
in all the wards upto 12 noon on the 30th, when shops were closed on
account of the arrest of the members of the Bombay Satyagraha Committee. 20 volunteers who picketed the Carnac Road Goods Yard were
convicted along with the other five whose cases were pending as
under 1
Date of arrest
No. of arrests
No. of convictions on
30-8-30
29-8-30
..
5
5 to 4 months' R. I.
30-8-30
..
20
20 to 4 months' R. I.
On the 31st Congress Volunteers and Desh Sevikas picketed the foreign
cloth shops in all the wards, but no volunteers were sent to Carnac
Road or Wadi Bunder Goods Yard.
The foHowitng unauthorised news sheets were seized in Bomboy on the
30th and 31st August:
Police Station

No. of copies

30-8-30

Esplanade

2 Congress Bulletins

Pydhonie

. . 2 2 Flame

Pydhonie

75 Upnagar Patrika

Pydhonie

46 Bomb

Dongri

16 Upnagar Patrika

Lamington Road

72 Congress Bulletins

Lamington Road

8 Flame

Maharbouri

209 Congress Bulletins

31-8-30
Princess Street

..

20 Congress Bulletins

Maharbouri

11 Congress Bulletins

Lamington Road

25 Bomb

Lamington Road

125 Balidan

Lamington Road
Lamington Road

.

1 Sedition
8 Cartoons entitled
Protecting British
Empire

'

On account of the arrest of the members of the Bombay Satyagraha
Committee most of the cloth shops closed in the afternoon.
Under the auspices of the Young Men Khoja Association about 75
Khoja and Hmdus performed a flag salutation ceremony at Pydhonie
Road at 4 p.m. on the 30th.
The following public meetings were held on the 30th.
Under the auspices of the G Ward District Congress Committee a
public meeting attended by about 400 people was held at DeLisle Road,
Dr. J. D. Prabhu presided. Speeches were made by the president
Mrs. Kamalabai Prabhu, B. N. Taralkar and Baburao Hiroji Ghagre
exhorting the people to attend the Esplanade Maidan to joitn the flag
salutation ceremony on the morning of the 31st.
About 500 people, mostly millhands, attended a public meeting held
on the K. E. M. Hospital Maidan under the presidentship of Abdul
Majid (vice-president of the Girni Kamgar Union), Shivsharma B.
Sharma, G. L. Kandalkar, Haribhau Patil and the president addressed
the audience asking the people to muster strong on the morning of the
31st at the Esplanade Maidan. The speakers exhorted them to give up
drink and the use of foreign cloth.
Under the auspices of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee a
public meeting attended by about 5,000 persons was held on the
Esplanade Maidan to congratulate the members of the War Council
arrested that day. Mrs. Ramibai Kamdar, the new president of the
Bombay Provincial Congress Committee presided. Radhakant Malaviya,
Mrs. Jaishree Raiji, Navroji Bomanji Panthaki, Yatisagar Jain, Hakim
Nisar Ahmed Ikrami, Jamiat Singh and the president made speeches
appealing to the people to carry on the Congress fight for independence
at the cost of their lives and not to be disheartened by the arrest of
their leaders. Mrs. Ramibai Kamdar eulogised the services of
Mrs. Hansa Mehta and other members of the war council and asked
the people to join the Congress movement. Radhakant Malaviya declared that as most of the Congress leaders had been imprisoned, the
movement was now in the hands of the public and it was therefore,
their duty to carry it on till swaraj was won. N. B. Panthaki assured
the Congress that the Parsis as a community were with the movement
but pointed out that the majority communities should not overlook the
interests of the minority communities like that of the Parsis.
A meeting attended by about 100 persons was held at Hira Baug,
Nagindas T. Master presided. Speeches were made by the president
and one Mayji Govindji Sheth asking the people to boycott British goods
and to spin yarn for their own clothes.
Under the auspices of the Muslim Rashtriya Seva Mandal about 300
persons, mostly Khojas, assembled at Noor Baug to congratulate Y. J.
Meherali on his selfless sacrifices for the cause of the country. Haji
Noor Mohamad Ahmed and Gulam Hussain Alibhoy addressed the
audience asking them to emulate Meherali's example. On the termination of the meeting Gulam Hussain Alibhoy (president) presented
a gold medal to Meherali on behalf of the Muslim Rashtriya Seva
Mandal as a token of their appreciation of his sacrifices.
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G. K. Harkare sent me a letter intimating that he was going to deliver
a lecture on "Legal justification of the bomb in India ' on the 30tiL
I instructed the Inspector in charge of Lammgton Road section to prevent him fronz speaking on the subject and to place him before the
Police Surgeon. At 6-30 p.m. about 30 residents of Contractor Building
held a meeting under the presidentship of V. L. Joshi in connection with
the Ganapati iestival. G. K. Harkare, V. L. Joshi and Mrs. Ushabai
Dange were announced to address this meeting. When Harkare began
addressing the audience on the subject mentioned above, he was arrested
by the Police, tie is being sent to the Police Surgeon tor observation.
Mrs. Ushabai Dange was not at the meeting. After the arrest of Harkare,
the president congratulated the members of the War Council on their
arrest and asked the people to join the Congress.
About 38 members of the Girni Kamgar Union held a private meeting
on the night of the 30th at the office of the union. G. L. Kandalkar
presided. After a good deal of discussion on the question of expelling
S. V. Deshpande from the union, it was decided that the matter should
be placed before a general meeting to be held shortly. At lour of iht
Ganapati meetings held on the 30th the speakers exhorted the people to
support the Swadeshi agitation which would bring them Swaraj.
On the morning of the 31st about 20,000 persons collected at ihe
Esplanade Maidan opposite the Mew High School for the llag salutation
ceremony. A big pole was placed in the ground and about 2,00U volunteers
including 150 male and 30 femaie volunteers of the Hindustani Seva Dai,
stood in a semi-circle around it, Mrs. Ramibai Kamdar pulled the strmg
and unfurled me flag at 6 a.m. when the Variae Mataram anu
Zenda Unccha Kafie Hamara songs were sung by the volunteers, and the
r
Congress flag was saluted. The audience then began to disperse. lhe
ceremony was performed on that portion of the maidan where permission
had been granted. I h e volunteers <A:a not exercise drill or move m
formation. About a dozen volunteers beside the flag were seen moving
to and from within the space of two or three yards* to pose for tlie camera
of a film company. This was reported to me after the ceremony was
over and the peopie had dispersed. Police arrangements were made iv
see that the orders of the Chief Presidency Magistrate were not contravened. The ceremony passed off without incident. The mounted
police only were kept on the maidan. No difficulty was experienced in
dealing with the crowds.
35 mills observed a hartal on the 31st mainly on account of the arrest
of the Bombay Congress leaders and partly as some of the millhands
wanted to attend the flag salutation ceremony. The New City of Bombay
Mill was working from morning till 12 noon when it closed down on
account of stone throwing by a large crowd of millhands from mills,
which were closed. In dealing with this crowd the police had to make
a lathi charge. A police officer who was hemmed in by a violent moD
had to lire two shots with his revolver. I attach a copy of the report
from Inspector Fern, the officer in charge of the Kalachowki Police
1
Station, regarding this incident .
* Not reproduced being insignificant.
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The following public meetings were held on the 31st August: —
A public meeting attended by about 200 persons was* held in Zaoba's
Lane, Girgaum, D. S. Babrekar presided. Speeches were made by the
piesident, Jagmohandas Parikh and Miss Kanta Kandwalla exhorting the
people to use Swadeshi goods and spin yarn if possible.
About 500 persons coilected at Dongri Street when Virchand Panachand
presided. Mrs. Ramibai Kamdar, Dr. J. V. Vora, Dhirajlal Bhatt, Noor
Mohamed Mojawalla and the president addressed the meeting appealing
to the people to carry on the Congress fight vigorously. The merchant
community was asked to give up dealing in foreign goods.
About 200 persons, mostly Mohomedans, held a meeting at Nalband
Wadi, Mahim. Speeches were made by Abdulla Sheth, Ali Kadri and
Kaur (the president) appealing to the people to join the Congress.
Abdulla Sheth condemned the British rule in India which, he said, was
responsible for the poverty of the Indians. He asked the Mussulmans to
join their Hindu brethren in the present fight.
A meeting attended by about 1,000 millhands was held at Lalbaug
last night to protest against the lathi charge and firing by the police
near the New City of Bombay Mill. G. L. Kandalkar was in the chair,
Sadashiv C Mhapankar. Abdul Rashid, Shivsharma B. Sharma and the
president made speeches condemning the police for having resorted to
lathi charges in dispersing peaceful persons. They appealed to the
workers not to be deterred by such excesses but to take an active part
in the Congress fight. Shivsharma wanted the public to boycott Subfnsnector Savant who fired at the people on that day. It was decided
at the meeting to request the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee
to appoint a committee to enquire into the incidents that happened on
that day near the New City of Bombay Mill.
Another meeting attended by about 50 millhands was held at Nagu
Sayaji's Wadi. G. L. Kandalkar was in the chair. Kandalkar declared
that the Kalachowki police had unnecessarily opened fire and assaulted
women and children in Bavan Chawl.
Five more of the E. D. Sassioon group of mills closed down today.
The Union Mill closed today but the weaving department of the mill
will restart from the 3rd September. The Gold Mohur Mill and the
Satya Mill of Finlays were also closed today. The following mills have
put np notices for the information of the operatives that they will be
closed from 1st October : —
1. Rubv Mill.
2. Prabhat Mill.
3. Atlas Mill.
4. Bombay Cotton Manufacturing Co.
5. Jacob Sassoon Mill.
6. Moon Mill.
7. Ra°huvanshi Mill.
The management of the Finlay and Swan Mills have extended their
notices by fifteen days. The management of the Sewri Lakshmi Mill
have informed their operatives that the mill might have to close if the
present trade depression continues, but they agree to give 15 days' notice
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before doing so. The operatives of the Kohinoor Mill have been also
5
informed that they are liable to be discharged on 24 hours notice.
The spinning department of the Sassoon Spinning and Weaving Mill is
working but the weaving department is closed. The operatives of the
Simplex Mill have been asked to come to work from the 3rd September
as the Congress ban has been removed, The E. D. Sassoon Turkish
Red Dye Works will be closed from September 22nd owing to trade
1
depression.
Maulana Mohamed Ali arrived here this morning from Bhopal and is
staying at the Khilafat House, Byculla. He has come to have his eyes
examined by an expert.
The case against Mrs. Hansa Mehta and others has been postponed
till tomorrow for judgment. Jamnadas C. Erunza was defended by
Mohanlal Desai, Advocate.
1
I attach copies of the following news sheets :
1. Congress Bulletin dated the 30th and 31st August.
3
2. Flame dated the 30th August.
4
3. Bomb dated the 31st August, and
4 Sedition dated 31st August.
K. J. PETIGARA,
for Commissioner of Police.
CONGRESS PATRIKA
The Satyagraha Committee
Maidan

has

decided

Bombay 30th August 1930.
to hold a " Flag Salutation
The

Magisterial
use of the maidan.
Among the many crimes and more blunders that the Chief Presidency
Magistrate of Bombay has been a party to, there is nothing more
divorced from reasons and justice than the order prohibiting the use of
the Maidan. An act in itself lawful cannot be made unlawful because
a Magistrate opines that it will offend a group of persons. It is the
duty of the Magistrate to administer the law in the interests of the whole
Nation and not of any particular class or community. In having prostituted law to serve a prejudicial purpose the Chief Presidency Magistrate of Bombay stands as a criminal before the eyes of the whole world.
The Bombay Provincial Congress Committee inspite of the deadly war
waged against it by the Government has refused to be bullied or coerced
by petty itrnded Magistrates and their mean underlings. And today
when the Government has launched on a repression unprecedented in
the annals of tyranny our duty is the greater to stand up for the cause
of liberty. And in the sacred name of that liberty to which we all have
•

1

The closure of mills was mainly due to demand recession and to the adverse Rate
of Exchangee
2
Bulletin of 31st August not relevant.
3 and 4 Enclosures not reproduced.
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dedicated our lives, we call upon the citizens of Bombay to rally strong
at the Azad Maidan on Sunday and offer their homage to the deathless
cause of Indian Independence.
PANDIT MOTILAL NEHRU.—We have received a phone message
from Allahabad assuring us that the condition of Panditji's health is not
so alarming as has been reported.
A CURIOUS MENTALITY.—The Calcutta Branch of the European
Association is a queer minded body. The fanatrc resolutions that have
come to our notice are so strange and hence entertaining, that some
times we wonder whether such people do exist. Today we find a further
addition to the series of such resolutions. It remands the seizure of
the Congress fund and property as the Congress has deceased to be a
political body and become revolutionary. It may just be pointed out
that Congress has been a revolutionary body during the 40 years of its
existence.
OUR BRAVE SISTERS.—Miss Tarla Mehta with a batch of young
co-students, who are the victims of official wrath and are dismissed from
the Girls School in Ahmedabad for flying the tri-coloured National Flag
in the school, are now picketing the school with a view to completely
boycott it. When such gallant young souls come forth to defend the
National Flag, it doubly becomes our bounden duty to rally round the
flag. Bold sisters of Ahmedabad remind us of the glory of Rajputana
and the sisters who fought for the freedom of their hearths and homes.
and the history of our country shall go on recording their courageous
deeds for all time to come.
UNDER SECTION 188
Mrs. Kansa Mehta
Mr. P. R. Lele
Mr. Trivedi
Mr, Erunza
Mr. Guzder

..

..

Arrested 8 a. m.
Do. 1 1 a . m .
Warrant pending.
Do.
Do.

The arrests are a futile gesture born of incompetence
to thwart the
declared purposes of the B. P. C. C. As in the past, the B. P. C. C.
will march on undeterred by those petty pin pricks of arrests. The
movement of liberty has ceased to be a matter of individual. It has
become an incarcerated purpose, and so long as there is one true Indian
beats alive the great struggle on which we are engaged will not flag.
EDITION
Bombay, Sunday 31st August 1930.
BOMBAY'S ANSWER.—The War Council of the B. P. C. C. was at
last arrested yesterday. We compiliment the Bombay Authorities for
the extraordinary patience they have shown in taking this step. The
arrest of the War Council was due many weeks ago and the Bombay
public has been expecting it every hour. The arrests, therefore, by no
means, come as a surprise to any one.
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But let it be clearly understood that the arrest of the Bombay War
Council is but one of a number of repressive measures contemplated by
one Hotson, Healy and gang. We understand an reliable authority that
warrants have already been issued against nearly seventy persons most
of them members of the B. P. C. C. and that preparations are in full
swing to declare the Bombay Congress and allied organisations as
unlawful institutions. The people have hitherto given a very trying fight
to the bureaucracy and it will not be too much to expect them to
sacrifice their all in the freedom's battle.
THE MAIDAN BAN.—Mr. Hormazdiyar Dastoor has again
made to Appear on the stage. His white masters have ordered him to
modify the order prohibiting the drilling etc., of Congress volunteers on
the Azad Maidan. This time he has been asked to draw a line across
the Maidan from the junction of Ravelin Street and Waudby Road to
the Esplanade Police Court and to state that his prohibitory order is
applicable to that portion of the maidan which lies to the west of that
line.
The Congress has nothing to do with this* modified order. It has
unmindful of the Government's new offer, carried on its work and the
flag salutaion ceremony as previously arranged in defiance of the arrogant
order of the Government. We, however, maintain that every inch of
land in India belongs to the Indians and it is their inherent and inalienable right to use it in any way they like. No Magisterial order of
Hotsonian ukase can snatch away that right from them. We wish the
Congress asserts this right of the people at any risk and cost.
TRAITORS AGAIN.—The latest despatches from Allahabad, show
that the traitors, Sapru and Jayakar, have come back to Allahabad are
again preparing to disturb Pandits Motilalji and Jawaharial in their
quiet cells in the Naini Jail. This impending visit of the peace makers
is more callous, taking into consideration the fact that Motilalji is ailing
seriously. The plain duty of these ' patriotic' gentlemen under the
present circumstances was to have sat silently in their comfortable
bungalow and leave the imprisoned leaders alone.
In Calcutta delegates from branches of the European Association
from all parts of India assembled in a Conference to advise
the saviours of the totlering empire by showing them some important
means to carry on the imperialistic terrorism in the country of the Indians.
In the resolutions passed by the Conference, the Conference supports His
v
Excellency s avowed determination to make the complete abandonment
of the civil disobedience movement a condition precedent to such participation on the part of Congress. The Conference urges the Government
to take drastic measures to combat the movement with all the resources
at its command. Again, it goes a step further and asks the Government
not to affect any change in the present system of Gopernmont m India
until cipil disobedienct movement and other propagandas are firmly dealt
with even if the Round Table Conference recommends the Government
to the effect.

465
CONGRESS LEADERS' TRANSFER.—Congress leaders including
Dr. Ansari, Sardar Mangalsingh, Lala Dunichand of Ambala, Mrs. Kohii.
Shrimati Prabhavatidevi, and 15 other ladies and 83 male volunteers from
Delhi were removed to Gujarat Jail.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 4610/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 2nd September 1930,

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D.O. No. 4591/H/3717, dated the 1st September
1930.
The following are the details of arrests and convictions in connection
with the picketing of cloth shops in the Fort: —
Date of
arrest

No. of
arrests

1-9-30

15

No. of convictions on
1-9-30
5 to 4 months' R. T
1 to 3 months' R. I.
3 discharged owing to their youll

Pending
6

Congress Volunteers and Desh Shevikas continued picketing the foreign
cloth shops in all the wards yesterday, but there was no picketing at
Wadi
and Carnac Road Good Yards. The president of the
Carnac Bunder Muccadam Association has issued a statement to the
Press stating that the members of his Association had no objection to
Congress volunteers picketing and inspecting the goods in transit to the
railway yard.
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized in Bombay on
the 1st:
Palton Road
Dongri
Pydhonie . .
Princess Street

•

Maharbouri
Lamineton Road .

•

80 Sedition
16 Suburban Patrika
7 Congress Bulletins
45 Ghadar
25 Congress Bulletins
7 Congress Bulletins
60 Congress Bulletins
5 Navajivan
31 Congress Bulletins
40 Sedition

Under the auspices of the F Ward District Congress Committee a meeting
of about 200 millhands was held at the Cement Chawl, Sewri, on the
evening of the 1st, Waman P. Kabadi presided. The president,
S. B. Mahadeshwar, Hakim Tkrami and others made speeches condemning
the firing by the police on the unarmed and peaceful millhands on
Sunday last and urging the people to obey the Congress instructions
unflinchingly.
A-115—30-A
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The G Ward District Congress Committee held a meeting of about
200 persons in the compound of Surat Building at Elphinstone Road last
night. G. S. Kanthi, Vithal Laxman Vaikunth, Ambalal and Mrs. Ushabai
Dange made speeches condemning the firing on the millhands by the
police and appealed to the people to join the Congress and carry on
the movement.
To protest against the firing by the Police on the millhands on Sunday
last a public meeting of the millworkers was held in the compound of
Rawji Sukpal's Chawl at Ghorupdeo last evening. S. T. Thakur presided.
About 500 persons, mostly millhands, were present. B. N. Taralkar
said that they had hitherto looked on the Police as their brethren but
the firing incident clearly proved that the Police had no sympathy with
the poor millhands. He advocated a complete social boycott of the
Police. W. P. Kabadi said that the millhands should not get excited even
under provocation, but they should stick to non-violence and carry on
the Congress fight undeterred by repression, He said that the Police
Commissioner should suspend the Police Officer who resorted to firing
and hold an enquiry into the matter. Sadashiv Mhapankar also suggested
the dismissal of the Sub-Inspector who opened fire on the millhands
without adequate cause. G. L. Kandalkar said that without suffering
they could not get Swaraj. They should not resort to violence as it would
not help them in getting Swaraj. Shivsharma B. Sharma appealed to the
millworkers to unite and join the Congress which, he said was in no way
different from the Kamgar Unions. The president said that the closing
of the mills was a trick on the part of the millowners and the millhands
should not play into their hands. He protested against the firing by the
Police but warned the millhands to remain non-violent and consider the
Police as their own brethren who were obliged to make lathi charges
because they ate the treacherous salt of Government.
Leaflets in Marathi protesting against the propaganda carried on by
E. D. Sassoon & Co. among the millhands were issued over the signature
of Dharmaiiand Kosambi and distributed among the millhands last
evening. I attach a translation of the leaflet.
In connection with the Ganpati celebration about half a dozen meetings were held and speeches advocating the use of Swadeshi and urging
the people to carry on the natiional struggle were made. Bhaskar
Balwant Bhopatkar spoke at the Ganpati celebration organised by the
Brahmin Samaj at Dadar on the Hindu Sanghatan last night and exhorted the people, who numbered about 500, to take back the Hindus who
were converted to other religious and bring aboiut unity among the
Hindus.
The Bombay Municipal Corporation adjourned yesterday as a protest
against the arrest of Mrs. Hansa Mehta.
Warn an P. Kabadi was arrested yesterday for disorderly behaviour in
a Police Court and released on bail. His case will be tried bv the Bench
of Honorary Magistrates tomorrow.
Mrs. Hansa Mehta and P. R. Lele were convicted under Section 188
T. P. C. and sentenced today to 3 months' simple imprisonment and
A-t 15—30-B

467
5 months' rigorous imprisonment, respectively on three counts—sentences
to run concurrently. The remaining three accused were acquitted as
the Third Presidency Magistrate held that it was not proved that th e
knowledge of the extension of the Chief Presidency Magistrate's order
was known to them. This means that every new member of the War
Council will have to be served with a copy of the order in future.
I attach (1) a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin of the 1st and
1
(2) a copy of the Sedition of the same date.
All mills were closed today owing Gowri immersion holiday.
P. S. 1. attach a cutting from the Times of India of date g'ving a report
of the proceedings of the meeting of the Depressed classes presided
over by Dr. P. G. Solanki. As the meeting was not advertised Special
Branch Officers did not attend it.
Free translation of a Marathi leauet issued under signature of
Dharmanand Kosambi.
Congress has declared the goods of Brady, Allen and other European
companies a s Swadeshi as they agreed to the conditions of the Congress,
;
viz.. not to sell foreign cloth as their own cloth and to spin yarn n India
and prepare cloth instead of bringing yarn from foreign countries. But
E. D. Sassoon and James Finlay do not agree to this condition, and they
have been fomenting dissensions amongst the Congress and the millworkers by not closing their mills quietly. The mills under the manage*
ment of E D. Sasson distributed two handbills about two or three days
ago. A clear attempt is made therein to set the workers against the
Congress. These handbills contain the signature of the management.
But who is this " management" ? White officers drawing fat salaries.
1
One of them gets Rs. 10,000 p.m. while others get salaries ranging from
Rs. 1,200 to Rs. 2,000. But these White Officers who have grown fat
on the labour of the workers are not even satisfied with their high
salaries. Their ambition to palm off foreign cloth on the name of
Swadeshi mills and to benefit their own brethren knows no bounds.
And because their ambition is not fulfilled, they have been trying to
create dissensions between the Congress and the workers bv giving vent
to their ire on the workers as they cannot touch the Congress. We
warn this ' management" not to make a laughing stock of themselves
before the world by casting aspersions on the Congress by issuing such
handbills. If thev have courage and grit, they should come forward
openly and lay their case before the representatives of the workers.
We will also put up the case of the Congress before them and see who
comes off victorious.
Bombay, the 30th August 1930.
Dharmanand Kosambi.
CONGRESS PATRIKA
Bombay, 1st September 1930.
No words of censure can be strong enough to condemn the mean methods being employed by a section of the Youth of Bengal. Their resort to
1

Enclosure not reproduced.

468
violence
is a betrayal of our honour as a Nation.
As satyagrahis we offer our respectful homage to the memory of
Francis J. Lowman who was treacherously shot at while in discharge of
his duties as he conceived it, and who has since succumbed to his injuries. And we have no hesitation in characterising the act of the youth
who committed this destradly outrage as a deed off despicable cowardice.
In the art of undisguised flunkeyism Mr. Dastur is becoming
an adept. For the last few months he has been dispensing
justice in a way which is a mockery of everything true or dignified as the Chief Presidency Magistrate it is his duty according to all
modem or ancient concept of law to protect the rights and liberties of
the citizen. But what he has been actually doing is to tamely surrender
the rights and privileges of which he is the guardian and trustee to the
dictates of his bureaucratic masters. He once proclaimed with gusto that
he recognised no superiors except the High Court. And the very next
minute with unabashed effimkiacy he allowed his judgment to be dictaGovernment
More
ling, moving information etc. of the public at Azad Maidan was a
dnaeer to publf'c peace. And so with light unconcern he served and order
;
on the B.P.C.C. prohib ting those very peaceful acts which without inquiry or judgment he declared to be dangerous. When that order was
due to expire Bombay Government by notification in the Government
Gazette extended it for a further period of two months. It was reasonable to presume that if certain circumstances had arisen which made
"His Worship" think that he should amend his original order, he would
at least have so far kept up the show of independence as to make such
declaration himself. Far from it, it was left to the Director of Information to announce, that certain change in the "ban" would be made. The
Director of Information issued a communique which ended up by saying
that orders had been issued to the effect adumbrated ^'n the statement.
We were wondering to whom these orders were issued. One hour
later we were made wise bv Inspector Lyons who brought an order
from the Chief Presidency Magistrate echoii
mation had already proclaimed. Can anything make more clear where
Mr. Dastur derives his knowledge of law and who lends him the interpretation of it ?
We have another word, in passing, for Mr. Dastur. Mr. Dastur in
pompous language has presumed to " o r d e r " the War Council of the
B. P. C. C. Let it be known to Mr. Dastur that the War Council
accepts no orders except from itself. And Mr. Dastur must have lose
any lingering sense of proportion in thinking that we would have anything but contempt for whatever is said by such a cheap edition of
human/ty as himself.
TRUTH ABOUT BARDOLL—Further news regarding the police
atrocities have been received from Sejwad in Bardoli Taluka. There
five persons were arrested. Sjt. Nathubhai Ratanii was sentenced to
one month's rigorous imprisonment and a fine of Rs. 200. The other
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four were sentenced to Rs. 200 tine and in default one month's imprisonment. These five were waling to go 101 jay, inspiie of tins a big
procession consisting or ronce Naik, riawaldar, six uincers ana a Clerk
went 10 Sejwact. rninKing mat iney win De aore 10 recover line iroui
Matnuonai (who is a Bania) they besieged his house, ihov iiisuitea
and threatened nis wife, Tney asKed tier to pay up ihe hne otnerwi&c
she would be sent to rigorous imprisonment.
«

*

*

HOISTING OF NATIONAL FLAG, A CRIME.—In pursuance of a
suggestion emanating from the Collector of Bombay, the Manager of the
Development Chawls at Naigaum has served the tenants a notice to
vacate them at the end of September without assigning reason for doing
so. Their offence, if any offence they have committed, consists in the
unfurling of the national flag, for which they are struggling for the iasc
few days as everybody knows. It would appear that the hoisting of the
national flag has come to be regarded as the crime, although no such
order has yet emanated at the hands of Dastur Magistrate. One should
not be surprised to find the stupid order of the Magistrate of Raja
Mahindri repeated here in Bombay.

TIMES OF INDIA
Dated 2nd September 1930.
A very largely attended meeting of the members of the Bombay depressed
classes, both Gujaratis and Maharattas, was held dining the week end in
the Town Hall, Bombay. Dr. P. G. Solanki presiding. The meeting was
called to explain the demands, formulated at the Congress OL the
depressed classes hold at Nagpur recently. The principal speaker was
Dr. B. R. Ambedkar.
Dr. Ambedkar dwe-it upon the necessity for securing constitutional
safeguards and guarantees for the depressed classes. He exhorted them
to keep aloof from the Civil Disobedience Movement. Dr. Solanki followed Dr. Ambedkar and addressed the Gujarati-speaking portion of the
meeting. He advised the people of the depressed classes to remain firm
in their loyalty to the Crown. They should, however, support IndJan
industries by using Indian-made Swadeshi cloth and other manufactures
and help the prohibition policy of the Government and Mr. Gandhi. He
also urged them to abstain from the Civil Disobedience Movement or any
other movement directed against the Crown and the Government. He
impressed upon them all that they stood to gain by remaining loyal to
the Government, while at the same time they co-operated with the people
in all those movements which were for the benefit of the country.
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HEAD POLICE OFFICE

CONFIDENTIAL
No. 4647/H/3717.

Bombay, 3rd September 1930.

My
In continuation of my D.O. No. 4610/H/3717, dated the 2nd September
1930.
The following are the details of arrests and convictions in connection
v/ith the picketing of cldth shops in the Fort
Date of
arrest.
1.9.30
Date of
arrest.
2.9.30 ..
•

•

Cases
pending
6
No. of
cases.
12

No. of convictions
on 2.9.30
6 to 4 months' R. I.
No. of convictions
on 2.9.30
7 to 4 months' R. I.

Pending

5

Congress Volunteers and Desh Sevikas continued picketing the foreign
cloth shops in all the wards yesterday, but there was no picketing at
Wadi Bunder and Carnac Bunder Goods Yards.
The
Police Station

No. of copies

Palton Road
Do.
Do.
Pydhonie ..
Princess Street
Do.
Do.
Lamington Road
Do.
Do.

45
23
12
9
40
4
1
29
27
1

Balidan
Bomb
Sedition
Congress Bulletins
Suburban Patrikas
Congress Bulletins
Ghadar
Balidan
Sedition
Bhagavat.

nst Waman P.
has been postponed to the 5th.
The Gowri immersion passed off peacefully yesterday. A new feature
of this year's celebration was that Congress flags were carried ahead of
the Ganapati or Gowri processions on their way to the sea. After
immersion the people raised boycott slogans and the usual ' J a i s \ The
prabhat pheris were also noticed conveying the Ganapatis to the sea
singing national songs. The processionists complied with the traffic
regulations. Three small meetings were held in connection with the
Ganapati celebrations last night when A. B. Kolhatkar and M. N. Talpade
advised the people to take part in the present movement.
Muhammad Ali, who had come to Bombay to consult an eye-specialist,
left for Bhopal by the G.I.P. Punjab Mail yesterday. He was given
a send-off by about 200 Muslims and about 60 Khilafat volunteers at
Victoria Terminus.
procession
to the Khilafat office at Byculla vie Criukshank Road, Kalibadevi, Juma

471
Masjid, Abdul Rehman Street, Bhendy Bazaar, J. J. Hospital, Chowki
Mohaiia, burti Mohalla, liellasis Road, Maaanpura ana aamdi Street.
K
They shouted ' Long JLive Muhammad A i r , * islam Zindabad \ * Long
Live Rhilaiat', etc., along the route.
Tiie nndis are working today.
About 100 members of the national militia paraded on the terrace of
Dadabhoy Manzil in the Congress House compound this morning when
they were inspected by Y. J. Nieheraii.
It is reported that many members of the Bombay Provincial Congress
Committee disapproved of the defence put forward by Jamnadas C.
Erunza in the case against him, and propose to bring a vote of censure
against hirn if he attends the meeting of the Bombay Provincial Congress
Committee to be held this evening. Mrs. Ramibai Kamdar and Daipatram Pathak ( a n income tax expert) have been appointed in place of
Mrs. Hansa Mehta and P. R. Lele convicted yesterday. This is subject
to confirmation by the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee this
evening. It is said that about a hundred Congress volunteers will resort
to satyagraha in the Mulji Jetha Market in a couple of days with a view
to getting those merchants,, who have been secretly selling foreign cloth,
to promise not to do so in future. The satyagrahis will take no food
or water till the defaulting merchants yield.
There is going to be a special issue of the Bombay Congress Bulletin
on Sunday in future.
As at present arranged a takli procession will be organised by the
Bombay Provincial Congress Committee on the Gandhi Day, and the
prabhat pheries intend to have a flag hoisting ceremony on Chaupatty
sands on that day.
I attach (a) copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin of the 2nd,
1
(b) a copy of Bomb of the 1st, (c) a copy of Sedition of the 2nd and
2
(d) a copy of bi-weekly Dynamite of the 30th.
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
Bombay, 2nd September 1930.
No. 114.
BOMBAY STUDENTS BATCH AT SANGAMNER.—The batch of
Bombay college students who have postponed their college studies, for
the present national movement, has been doing wonderful work in
Ahmednagar district for the forest satyagraha. Out of the nine students
who went there, four of them had to return because of their bad health.
The Government has taken cognizance of the arduous work of Sjt. Mah9
gaonkar who is sentenced to 3 months rigorous imprisonment and put
in C class, and of Sjts. G. D. Sane, J. H. Chafekar and N. A. Ajinkya,
who are undertrials, in the Ahmednagar jail. Sjt. Pavaskar who also
had returned to Bombay because of ill-health, returned immediately after
recovery to the field of action and is still working there.
The forest satyagraha is in full swing there, and more volunteers, as
far as possible Marathi knowing students, are required in those quarters
for propaganda work. Will the Bombay students respond ?
1

and

2

Enclosures not repoduced.
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SASSOONS GET PANICKY.—" We are compelled through force of
circumstances to give you notice that your services will be terminated
on 30th September 1930. It is to be hoped that the position will alter
before thw expiration of this notice, in which case you will be advised
of the withdrawal of the notice."
In addition to the notices served some time back on a large number
of mill clerks, the text of which was published in these columns, the
above notice has been served on the clerks serving in the Head Office
of the E. D. Sassoon and Co. The number of clerks affected by the
above notice is nearly 200. It will thus be seen that the Sassoons are
getting panicky. Their finances are reported to be in a perilous condition. But their anti-national outlook has not still changed as is
evidenced by the scurrilous propaganda which they are carrying on
among the mil-hands by distributing handbills and through press.
However, it is noteworthy that what has been appearing in the Bulletin
from time to time, seems to have a chastening effect on them as there is
no mention of Congress Boycott or any such words in the above notice.
However, we hope to see a change in their attitude shortly.
FLOGGING, FIRING AND FUSS.—The chapters of India's recent
history have been written in the blood of our countrymen. Those who
are arrested and imprisoned behind the prison bars are not even tree
from the trunchen march. Flogging in jail where, of course, there is no
Martial Law appears to be the code of the present regime. In all civilized countries, crowds of people are dispersed not by the use of tire-arms
but pouring water from the fire-engines and tire-brigade is utilized and
not the military. The Sunday event at Byculla, where the police forcibly
entered the chawls, assaulted and shot down persons, wounding 22
souls, under the excuse of self-defence, open another chapter of Britain's
barbarity. In the face of such atrocities that are being daily committed
all round the country, to talk of peace is to mislead the country away
from its true and only ideal of complete Independence.
Remember the daily flogging, firing and lathi charge and if you would
count the heads) of daily victims, the disillusionment and despair of remaining under a British flag would come to you sooner and you would
recite the chants and hymns of freedom—Freedom with all honour.
FRIENDS AND ENEMIES: The sympathy that we have received during
these days from the merchant community of Bombay has been typical,
and we are thankful to Messrs. B. Prabhudas & Co., and Cownpore
Woollen Mills who made affidavits saying that they do not mind the
Pickets posted at their shops, when those pickets were placed before the
Magistrate for trial. With these thanks we do not wish to lose the
opportunity of asking them to seal the foreign goods as the Congress
wants.
But there is one E. Spinner & Co., who are dealing in Khaki Drill
and Red Shirting and who believe in the force of the upholders of law
and order so much that they find pleasure in having recourse from them.
We just want to warn the public that the cloth that thqy deal in, is not
only Swadeshi but is British.
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PESHAWAR ATROCITIES.—We
ments of evidences tendered before the Peshawar Inquiry Committee :
"
When was reached Kissa Khani tne tiring had ceased
and some persons were standing there and trying to remove the dead
and the wounded, meanwhile, a tire engine was brought there with a view
to extinguish the fire in the armoured car and started its work
SEDITION
(Editor: Merwanjee Soonawala)
No. 20.
Bombay, 2nd September 1^30.
1.1MBS OF THE SATANIC BODY.—The memories of the mgnimansn
days ot the Martial Law Regime in Sholapur have been revived by the
dismissal by Bombay High Court ot the petitions ot some ot the victims
Lor the wrns of Habeas Corpus, 'ihere may be some people whom the
judgment of the Bombay High Court will shock. But to those who
Know the diabolical circle that administers Law and Justice, the judgment was a foregome conclusion. All the authorities, from Lord Irwin
down to the British soldiers, are made of the same stull and are limbs of
the same Satanic body known as British Imperialism. No one, therefore,
should feel surprised or shocked at the judgment.
A NEW TERRORISING WEAPON.—The forests satyagrahis of C. P.
are proving too great a number to be accommodated by His Majesty's
prisons. The agents of the bureaucracy have, therefore, devised new
methods of dealing with them. Reports for Chanda informs us that
satyagrahis in that town are being awarded flogging punishment instead of
imprisonments. The brave satyagrahis, as everyone knows, will not be
cowed down by any such terrorising weapons. And the bureaucracy
will see that every such measure devised will strengthen our struggle
and land sedition, impetus to the people.
NO CLEMENCY WANTED.—Pandit Motilalji has written to the
Viceroy that he does not wish to be released on clemency. We heartily
congratulate our brave leader for telling the Government that he wants
no clemency and will prefer to remain in jail—in spite of his bad health—
to accepting any offer of kindness from the Viceroy. The Nation will,
we hope, receive inspiration from the Panditji's words.
•

*

*
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The following are the details of arrests and convictions in connection
with the picketing of cloth shops in the Fort :
Date of
arrest
2-9-30

Cases
Pending
5

Date of
arrest
3-9-30

No. oi
arrests

No. of convictions
on 3-9-30
2 to 4 months'
2 to 3 months'
1 to 2 months'
No. of convictions
on 3-9-30
5 to 4 months'
3 to 3 months'

12

R. I.
R. I.
R. I.
Pending
R. I.
R. i.

4

foreign
Sevikas
cloth shops in all the wards yesterday. There was also picketing at
Wadi Bunder and Carnac Bunder Goods Yards. 6 volunteers were
carts
Wadi
Carnac
arrested
containing bales of foreign cloth. One volunteer was arrested at Charni
Road on the complaint of one Rustom Irani who was prevented from
purchasing cloth. They will be tried today.
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized on the 3rd : —
Police Station
Esplanade ..
Do.
Palton Road
Colaba
Princess Street^
Pydiionie . .
Maharbouri
Lamington Road
Mahim
•

•

0

•

•

•

•

•

•

#

No. of copies
100 Flame
7 Congress Bulletins
200
Do.
44
Do.
28 Cartoons
14 Congress Bulletins
12 Bomb
27 Suburban Patrikas
7 Congress Bulletins

Under the auspices of the Par el Office of the Bombay Provincial
Congress Committee a meeting of about 300 millhands was held in the
maidan near the New China Mill at Sewri to protest against the tiring by
the Police and the removal of the Congress flags from the Bombay
Development Department Chawls at Naigaum under the order of the
Chawl Superintendent. Abdul Majid, vice-president of the Girni
Kamagar Union, presided. He said that the workers should make no
distinction between communities.
Muslim
Muslim was to fight side by side with the Hindus
two
great communities of India should govern their own country. Abdul
Rashid assured the workers that no one in the Bombay Provincial
Congress Committee was opposed to the interests of the workers, am!
Congr
for
the Congress flag. V. K. Tawde said that if the Congress leaders were
released as the result of the peace negotiations,
Meerut prisoners
should also be released. Miss Krishnakumari Sardesai reminded the
workers that the fight for freedom would not succeed unless the working
class women took part. S. S. Nimbkar said that it was strange that the
red flag, the flag of the labourers, was not seen at the meeting and added
that unless the workers and peasants were united and refused to pay
taxes, Swaraj would not be achieved for generations. Shivsiharma B.
Sharma said that government was bent upon breaking the present move-
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ment and that some millowners had engaged 5 men to cause trouble and
create a split between the Congress and the labourers. He said that the
tiring on the miilhands who were carrying on the Congress work in a
non-violent manner, and the bomb outrages in Bengal were the work of
the police and the government. The workers were also advised to give
up liquor and boycott British goods. This Sharma is a Congress
volunteer from Cawnpore and started speaking only recently.
Under the auspices of the Bombay Muslim Congress Party a public
meeting, attended by about 500 persons, was held last ni^ht in the Mangli
Kanduri Wadi at Foras Road in connection with the present movement.
Haji Noor Mohamed Mojawalla presided. Babu Kalyani described the
effects of the Civil Disobedience Movement on the finances of Government within the short period of four months and declared that the
Government was getting paralysed. They were, however, only at the
beginning of the struggle and he assured the audience that if they
continued the present movement with the same vigour the Government
would be brought to its senses. He described the alleged atrocities of
Government in Peshawar where Martial Law had been declared and said
that if they did not take an interest in the fate of their brethren in the
Frontier Province, they would shortly feel the rigours of Martial Law in
Bombay. He finally appealed to the people to continue the boycott of
British goods which was the most patent weapon in their hands.
Shivsharma B. Sharma denounced the Government and the Police for
belabouring the workers and alleged that the Police even entered the
chawls and belaboured the innocent workers. He insinuated that
Government was at the bottom of all the quarrels between the Hindus
and the Muhammadans and said that the people would no longer be
deceived by Government. He emphasised the importance of HinduMuslim unity which would bring about the freedom of the country.
Munshi Muhammad Ibrahim dilated on the allaged high-handedness and
excesses of the authorities in Peshawar and made a fervent appeal to
the Mussalmans to join whole-heartedly in the present movement for the
freedom of India. He denounced the Round Table Conference as a
fraud and declared that those Indians who went to the Conference were
not their representatives.. P. B. Chavan, Abdul Majid and Syed Nurali
also made speeches advising the audience to boycott British goods, sink
their differences and join the struggle for the emancipation of the country.
The managing committee of the Bombay Youth League held a meeting
at the premises of the League on the evening of the 2nd and considered
the manifesto issued by about 100 members of the Indian National
Congress, the Youth League and the National Volunteer Corps demanding a radical change in the programme of the Congress based on the
immediate economic interests of the masses and urging the leaders to
agitate for the establishment of a National Constituent Assembly to
express the will of the nation for freedom. A sub-committee was appointed to go through the manifesto and make a report to the committee.
This manifesto appeared in the Revolt of the 24th July 1930
The National Militia is going to hold a Swadeshi bazaar at Madhav
Baug from the 13th to the 23rd September 1930
*
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Copies of the orders extending the period of the ban on the Congress
But lean and drilling on the Jbsplanade Maidan were served yesterday
evening on the prominent members wiio were present at the meeting ox
the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee. Copies were also pasted
on the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee building and the Congress
House. B. V. Trivedi and lvt D. Guzdar have issued statements
declaring that they were conscious of the other prohibiting the publication of ihe Congress Bulletins and protesting against the defence put m
by Jamnadas C. firunza. A vote of censure was passed against Jamnadas
Erunza at last night's meeting of the Bombay Provmcial Congress
Committee. Jamnadas apologised
and subsequently resigned
the
secretaryship of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee.
At one of ihe Uanapati lectures delivered last evening at Kuaaldeslikar
Bratanin JSivas, Oirgaum, S. V. Parulekar said that there were tnree
revolutions of wlncn uiey had Knowledge namely, the English revolution,
the French revolution and the Russian revolution, ihe English revolution was only partial; the French revolution gave power into the hands
of the people but the miseries of the poor remained asi before ; but the
Russian revolution introduced a new era in the history of the world.
In the month of March 1917 the people got rid of Tsardom. The middle
class people came into power but they did not fulfil their promises to
the workers and peasants, the result of which was that a new party came
into existence which was known as the Bolshevik or the Communist
party. It followed the principles of Karl Marx and Lenin, and was determined on freeing the country from the domination of the capitalists. To
this end the Russian Congress was held and the Bolsheviks came into
power. The Russian revolution was a bloodless revolution, but it was
not looked on with favour by the other nations who were afraid of the
new principles of equality introduced. He finally appealed to the
audience which numbered about 50, to sympathise with the workers and
peasants who brought about the revolution in Russia and not to believe
the false reports appearing in the organs of the capitalists.
It has been decided by the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee to
send lady pickets to picket in the Fort area. Two Desk Sevikas appeared
at the Army & Navy Stores this morning and were given chairs. I have
not interfered with them.
I enclose a copy of a typed letter received by Sir Dinshaw Petit, Bart,
who handed it over to me this morning. Several Justices of the Peace
are said to have received similar letters.
The satyagraha which Congress volunteers intended to resort to at the
Mulji Jetha Market has been postponed as some of the foreign cloth
merchants are stated to have approached the Bombay Provincial Congress
Committee to effect a settlement.
I attach (1) a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin of the 3rd,
1
(2) a copy of Sedition of the 3rd and (3) a copy of the Flame of the
same date.
*

1

Enclosures not reproduced.

477

The satyagraha committee of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee has decided to observe the volunteer week from tomorrow. In the
early morning salt will be manufactured at Chaupatty sands.
OUR MESSAGE TO BOMBAY PEOPLE
We who are taking to you behind the curtain are youths from Punjab
came down to Bombay for the purpose of preaching the gospel of
complete Indian Democracy and carrying out the same scheme as is laid
down by the Punjab Provincial Naujawan Bharat Sabha and some other
republican associations of Punjab and Bengal.
Our motto and chief motive lies in demolishing the British Government
by fair means or foul and liberating our motherland from the hands of
the tyrant. We shall make India enjoy once again the perfect freedom
and count herself as a free nation of the world.
We know that unless, and until we free our country from foreign
bondage, we are not worthy to be called the sons of India.
We have the same ancient blood running in our veins. We are the
followers of Guru Govind Singh, Shiwaj? and Rana Pratap. If we had
laid down our lives for an ungrateful Government in the last war, and
had fought in so distant countries as France and Belgium, can we not
die for our own self and pour out our lives as sacrifice at the holy altar
of the freedom of our motherland ? We can and we must. We have
taken an oath that unless and until we free our brothers from the foreign
yoke, we shall neither ourselves take rest nor allow the Government
to take.
It is an historical fact that unless the tyrant is paid in the same coin
he does not care to listen to the hue and cry of the suppressed, and so
every sensible man and also some of the most prominent Congress Leaders in Punjab and Bengal feel the necessity of under-board violence
alon* with our outward policy of non-violence which is also very necessary for the present.
So we are determined to drive out the British Government with all its
agents from the sacred coast of India by hook or crook, kick or stick.
We have our military stations in every main city of Punjab and Bengal
but it is pity there is no such like organization in city like Bombay
whica is considered as the Gateway of India and great military centre.
We are organizing such a like secret society and have already picked up
a few members from Bombay, so if any of our members come to you
for certain help, it is your duty to try your best of fulfil his demands.
We have been receiving every kind of help from the rich people in
Punjab and Bengal and the same we expect from you. If you yourself
cannot come into the field at least you should assist others to do and
do not prove to be a thorn in the way of those who have decided to
do or die for their motherland.
Please see if any of our members isi arrested through you, you shall
also be treated as foreigners and you shall have to suffer for that. Read
this letter and burn it and not talk of it to anybody and remember by
heart the following algebraic equation. Our members only can solve
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this equation and nobody else and they only can give the proper names
to the letters.
We shall approach you some day.
We are the living sacrifices of India,
Soldiers of the Indian Republican Army,
(Bombay Branch).
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 115.
Bombay, 3rd September 1930.
I, Mancliershaw Dinshaw Guzder, do hereby declare that as Publisher
of the Congress Bulletin I was fully aware of the order prohibiting the
publication of the Congress Bulletin. In publishing the Congress Bulletin
I consciously and deliberately meant to disobey the order. As a
satyagrahi it is my duty to disobey all the unjust laws and orders of
this Government which I do not recognise and which it is my intention
to destroy. I owe it to my Comrades and to the public to state that
having declared my intention not to take part in the proceedings.
I did not any more take interest in the proceedings of the Court. If
I had known that a legal pretext employed by another would absolve
me from the consequences of an act which I deliberately did, I would
have made this declaration in Court. It is my fervent wish that the
Magistrate who acquitted me because he had not the knowledge of the
facts will immediately take cognizance of the act I have done.
—MANCHERSHAW DINSHAW GUZDER

I, Balkrishna Vithaldas Trivedi, do hereby declare and make known
that as secretary of the War Council of the B.P.CC. I was a conscious
party to the publication of the Congress Bulletin. I was aware of the
order prohibiting the publication of the Congress Bulletin and by helping
the publication of the Congress Bulletin I meant to deliberately disobey
the order.
At the very opening of the trial, I told Mrs. Hansa Mehta to appeal
for the separation of our trial from that of Mr. Erunza, It was on the
understanding that our trial shall be separated from that of Mr. Erunza
that I agreed to a defence being put up by Mr. Erunza.
When the pleader engaged by Mr. Erunza began to lead evidence
which would have prejudiced the safety of the B.P.CC, I brought it to
the notice of Mrs. Hansa Mehta that as satyagrahis and members of the
satyagrahi committee we were responsible for the safety and honour of
the Congress Bulletin and suggested that we should make a statement to
that effect. Mrs. Mehta told me that Mr. Erunza's defence would not
affect the rest of us and that there was no need for iw to take anv part
in the proceedings. During the recess Mrs. Mehta and Mr. Lele warned
the pleader briefed by Mr. Erunza not to talk of matters which had no
relevancy to the defence and which would seriously affect the interests of
the B.P.CC Mrs. Mehta was eager to make a joint statement that as
members of the satya^raha committee we admitted complete responsibility for the publication of the Congress Bulletin but Mr. lele stopped
her.
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When Mr. Erunza asked my permission to defend himself I told him
chat 1 was in favour of making a statement but was entirely opposed
to his engaging a pleader. 1 had disassociated myself entirely from ail
the Mr. Erunza had done in making a defence. My opinion then as
now is that Mr. Erunza's action in defending himself was against the
interests of the movement. We can never say that we were not aware
of the order prohibiting the publication of the Congress Bulletin. We
are out to break all the Government laws and it is too little matter of
pride and joy for us that we have been able to publish the Congress
Bulletin in spite of all the efforts of the Government to defeat our
purpose*
It is matter of pain to me that an accident should have deprived me
of the privilege of joining my many comrades who have courted
incarceration in deliberate defiance of the law. Now that the Magistrate
and the Government knows that I meant to consciously disobey the order
I challenge the Government to arrest me and place me on trial.
BALKRISHNA VITHALDAS TRIVEDI

VISAPUR JAIL.—Report submitted by Sjt. D. R. Trivedi, Capt.
of the
batch released on 30th August 1930—
" Before writing this I have gone through all the information already
published including Visapur Jail Enquiry Report. Of course, the
facilities provided to us in jails were not worse than the millions of
our countrymen have outside those four walls. If the average income
of Indians is 7 pies per day, one and a half times the amount was
being spent there for our lodging, clothing, etc. I cannot imagine
what more hardships are expected in jail than we have outside in
India. I refuse to believe that the jail reports can awaken and mend
those who are not already shocked by the pitious condition of millions

in India.
SEDITION
Bombay, 3rd September 1930.
No. 21.
DUTIES OF THE POLICE.—The Third Presidency Magistrate.
Mr. Khandalawalla has sentenced Shrimati Hansaben to three months'
The
Mr
leaders was that they abetted the printing and publishing of the Congress
Bulletin in defiance of the Chief Presidency Magistrate's prohibitory
order. Messrs. Trivedi. Guzder. and Erunza were also charged with the
same offence. But the Police failed to prove that the extension order
had been dulv served upon them. This case has seved to give one
more proof of the off-hand way in which the police do their duties !
Thev do not serve an order and charged people of defving it ! There
>s no doubt that the judgment in this case has made the police wiser.
Thev are now thinking of duly serving the Magisterial Order on
Messrs
*

*

*
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f After failure of the peace parleys, Lord Irwin grew more adamant at
the Congress. His Executive Council decided to go ahead with the
Ordinance io deal with unlawful associations. He issued instructions to
the Governors to adopt vigorous measures to put down Civil Disobedience. Lord Sykes had already been pressing the Viceroy for
permitting him to forfeit the properties of militant Congressmen and
organisations in the Bombay Province. Although the Viceroy did not
totally concede the Governor's demand, an element of repression was
inserted in the Government attitude from the firsit week September
1930.
—Editor
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Bombay, 5th September 1930.

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 4672/H/3717, dated the 4th September
1930.
The following are the details of arrests and convictions in connection
with the picketing of cloth shops in the Fort : —
Date of
Cases
No. of convictions
arrest
Pending
on 4-9-30
3-9-30 ..
4
2 to 4 months' R. I.
2 discharged.
Date of
No. of
No. of convictions
Pending
arrest
arrests
on 4-9-30
4-9-30 ..
10
3 to 4 months'R.I.
4
3 discharged.
The following are the details of convictions in connection with the
picketing at the goods yards etc. : —
Date cf
No. of
Place of
No. of convictions
arrest
arrests
arrest
on 4-9-30
3-9-30
.. 6 . .
.. Carnac Bunder 6 to 4 months' R. I.
3-9-30
.. 3 . .
.. Wadi Bunder 2 to 4 months'R. I.
1 discharged.
3-9-30
.. 1 ..
.. Charni Road 1 to 3 months' R. I.
The case against Waman P. Kabadi has been again postponed to the
20th.
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized on the 4th : —
Police Station
No. of copies
Paltcn Road
41 Congress Bulletins
Esplanade
16
Do.
Pydhonie
3
Do.
Vinayak S. Pathare of Worli was arrested yesterday under Section 117,
T. P. C. for inciting the public to break all the "unjust" lows. The case
against him is postponed pending the arrest of one Balkrishna Taralkar
for a similar offence.
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Under the auspices of the F Ward District Congress Committee a
public meeting of about 300 mill workers was held at Kesar Baug,
Naigaum, on the evening of the 4th. badashiv Mhapankar presioea.
Shivsharma B. Sharma asked the workers to become members of then
respective union and then join the Congress movement. Abdul Rashid
referred to the ban on the Congress flag on the Bombay Development
Department Chawls at Naigaum and said that when Sunder P. Kabadi
interviewed the Collector, it was suggested by the latter that n the people
were prepared to pay annas 8 more as the monthly rent ot the rooms, the\
would be allowed to fly the Congress Sag. He warned the workers
against that sort of a dodge en the part of the authorities and said that
they should insist on their right to have the Congress flag on the chawls.
Miss Krishnakumari Sardesai said that the female workers should be
asked to attend meetings so that they could understand the s nificance
of the boycott movement. The G Ward District Congress Committee
held a meeting at Worli last evening under the presid Qtship of
Dr J. D. Prabhu. Ab.vjt 400 persons were present The President
Baburao Ghagre, Vin.iyak Gaikwad and others made spece^s coia>ratulating Vinayak Pathare on his arrest and condemning the repressive
policy of government. It was alleged that the C. I. D. submitted false
reports of speeches on the strength of which people lit Pathare were
arrested. At about 10 p.m. last night information was received at the
Nagpada Police Station that a free fight had taken place between
members of the Muslim Congress Party and the ant^C-ngic^s Party.
When the police arrived on the scere, thi fi id a large crowd at the
junction of Ripon Road and Muhammadan Street, which they dispersed.
It appears that at about 10 p.m. when some Congress people were beating a bataki at Madanpura asking the people to observe a hartal on
Gandhi day, some Muslim boys used insulting words regard in - Gandhi.
Thereupon a Congress volunteer named Yakub strrck a boy named
Mazharul Haq Sobham aged 14, with a cane, and also a man named
Taher Wahindullah. This caused the row. Precautions are being taken
by the Police to prevent a fresh outbreak tonight when a meeting is
being held by the pro-Congress Muslim Party.
In observance of Gandhi day 31 mills observed hartal today.
Under the auspices of the Akhil Bharat Prabhat Phery Mandal. Gandhi
day was celebrated by unfurling the Congress flag on the Chaupatty
sands this morning. About 5.000 perrons, including women and children,
took part in the function. Mrs. Ramibai Kamdar unfurled the flag.
Prahhat pheri sones were broadcasted throueh loud-speaker'', and
3 medals were awarded to members of the prabhat pheris who had taken
i spec'al interest in the organisation of the prabha' pheris. Naeindas T.
Master, the president of the boycott committee, atfer explaining to the
audience the importance of swadeshi propaganda in the present struggle,
asked the audience to disperse.
After the members, of the prahhat pherh disposed, B. V. Trivedi and
M D. Gu7der who were acquitted on Monday last in the Bulletin trial,
manufactured salt on Chaupatty beach in the presence of about 300 to
A-115—3!-A.
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400 persons. There was no person of any prominence present on ihe
occasion. A few satyagrahi volunteers helped them in th© manufacture
of salt. Both Trivedi and Guzder will be arrested and charged under
the Salt Act.
A Small 'takli' procession consisting of about 250 volunteers and 2v
persons plying the takli was taken out by the Bhuleshwar District Congress
Committee from Bhangwadi this morning. Gandhi's photo was carried :n
motor car. The procession went along Kalbadevi Road, Fanaswadi,
Girgaum and dispersed at Congress House.
There was another bag salutation ceremony at Poibavdi, Parel, this
morning, Mrs. Baijabai Kadam, a mill-worker, unfurled the flag in the
presence of about 250 millhands. She appealed to the workers to join
the Congress and said that instead of dying of unemployment it would be
better for them to sacrifice their lives in the cause of the Congress.
Under the auspices of the unemployed Workers' Association a meeting
attended by about 50 persons, was held on the maidan near the Y.M.C.A.
at Naigaum morning. G. L. Salvi, the President of the Association,
presided. The chairman, K. A. Desai and Philip Antone made speeches
condemning the Congress movement and stated that no one was taking
an interest in solving the problem of the unemployed. They asked the
workers to strengthen the association by joining it in large number and
take part in the meetings and processions arranged for the unemployed
workers. One Jeeva, a volunteer said that Gandhi had refused to help
the workers during the last strike. What they wanted was enough to eat.
Most of the schools have been closed owing to Gandhi Day. The
cloth markets and important business centres are also closed.
The students of the Wilson College hoisted the Congress flag on the
;
build ng of the College this morning at about 10.45. The Principal of
the College has taken down the names of those students who took an
active part in the ceremony and he intends to take disciplinary action
against the ring leaders. The College students left the College after
hoisting the flag. There is talk that the next institution on which the
Congress flag is to be flown is the Royal Institute of Science,
Four Desh Sevikas (1 at the Army and Navy Stores, 1 at the Japanese
Museum and 2 at Whiteaways) have been picketing in the Fort today.
:
In the evening, public meetings w ll be held in connection with the
Gandhi day.
The Bombay Satyagraha Committee have issued an appeal to the Bombay voters to abstain from voting at the forthcoming elections. They
intend to resort to picketing at the polling booths, will most probably
be picketed by the Desh Sevikas and the Vanar sena.
I attach a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin of the 4th.
P> S.—The 3 Muhammadan candidates for Legislative Council drew
lots the day before yesterday to decide which of them should withdraw
so that there might be an uncontested election. Khan Bahadur Curtay
'was the unfortunate one.
A-115—31-B.
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BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 116.
Bombay, 4th September 1930.
With the close of the trial of Mrs. Hansa Mehta and other members
of the War Council, the enunciation of certain clear issues at the meeting
of the B.P.C.C. on Wednesday night, and the serving of the Magistrate's
order on every individual member of the B.P.C.C. the Congress Bulletin
is entering on a newer and more vigorous phase of its existence. We
have been the recipients of laudatory notices from various quarters. But
there is no other compliment which we appreciate more than the confession which came from the mouth of a police officer that though War
Council after War Council has been swept away the Congress Bulletin
still continues to live and its sales are increasing every day.
It is now well nigh four months since the Chief Presidency Magistrate
issued his pompous fiat that the Bombay Congress Bulletin shall die.
In pursuance if this order four presidents of the B.P.C.C, five editors
of the Bulletin and nearly 50 others have been sent to jail. But the
Congress Bulletin declines to die. It shall live and live with the renewed
strength that comes of the increasing support of the public and the
growing inspiration that comes of the consciousness of defying the law of
the British Government which stands abdicated in the eyes of the people
today.
The insensate folly of an irresponsible Government has found another
expression yesterday. By serving an order on every member of the B.P.C.C.
the Chief Presidency Magistrate hopes to crush the Congress Bulletin.
We can only assure his worship that Bulletin has the pleasure to
ignore the existence of the Chief Presidency Magistrate and his orders.
It shall continue to be published in open and conscious defiance of the
petty, peevish laws of this Government of its minions of the magistracy.
And thousands of the citizens of Bombay will buy and read it everyday
fully aware that they are thereby flinging defiance at the Government
which they hope to destroy are long.
THE TRAVAIL OF BARDOLL—Bardoli is a holy place. It is
fanned by the cool breezes of the Tapti from the North, and the District is composed of 75 villages, which have produced heroes who surpass all tradition in bravery and valour. They have shown their love for
the Mothe^and, in early years of non-co-operation days, and it was because of that, that it was selected in 1921 by Mahatma Gandhi for
launching his intended campaign.
Bardoli showed the highest essence of the life that animated it in
1928, when Sardar Vallabhbhai led the historic campaign of non-payment
of taxes, and came out successful with the able support of the bold
Bardoli people.
Two miles away from the Station of Bardoli, there is a holy spot,
There stands the historic Mango tree.
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My dear Collins,
In continuation
1930.

and convictions in
with the picketing of cloth shops in the Fort :
Date of
arrest

Cases
Pending

4-9-30

..

Date of
arrest
5-9-30

No. of c mvictions
on 5-9-30

4 ..

..

No. cf
arrests
..

6 ..

1 to 3 months' R. I.
1 to 6 weeks' R. I.
2 to 2 months' R. I.
No. of convictions
. on 5.9.30.

..

connect

1 tc 4 months' R. I.
2 to 2 months' R. I.

Pending
3

g unauthorised news sneets were seized on the i
Folic- Station
Palton. Road
Dongri
Dongri
Dongri
Pydhonie . .
De Lisle Road

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

No. of copies
20 Suburban Patrikas
22 Suburban Patrikas
47 Ghadar
9 Congress Bulletins
19 Congress Bulletins
38 Congress Bulletins

Congress volunteers and Desk Sevikas continued picketing foreign cloth
shops in the city except the cloth markets which remained closed on
account of Gandhi Day. There was no picketing
Carnac
Wadi Bunder Goods Yards.
The following meetings were held on the 5th :
Under the auspices of the G Ward District Congj
Wadi
welcome the Visapur Jail prisoners on their return. V. S. Gokhale
presided. Hirji Vasudeo Vani, Vithal Laxman Vaikul and the president
made speeches welcoming the released volunteers and appealing to the
people to carry out the boycott programme of the Congress. The
unemployed millhands were specially asked to enlist themselves as
Congress volunteers.
Under the auspices of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee a
meeting attended by about 10,000 people was held at the Esplanade
Maidan. Mrs. Ramibai Kamdar was in the chair. Speeches were made
by Dalpatram P. Pathak. Pratap Singh, Abdul Rehman son of Sardar
Suleman Cassim Mitha, Mohanlal Parekh and the president exhorting
the people to carry on the Congress fipht unflinchingly. The speakers
appealed to the audience to join the Congress as volunteers and thus
fulfil Gandhi's ambition. Abdul Rehaman, son of Sardar Suleman Cassim
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Milha, declared that after observing the struggle tor the last live months,
he was* very much affected by the repressive policy of the Government
and had therefore decided to come out to suiter for his country. He
advised others to do likewise.
Dalpatram P. Pathak hoped that persons like Sir Pursholtamdas and
others could one day be disillusioned and join the Working Committee
oi the Congress.
Under the auspices 01 the F Ward District Congress Committee d
meeting attendee ay about JUU persons was neld on fine maidan opposite
me K. £. M. Hospital, Parei. Mrs. Ramibai Kamdar presided. Speeches
were made by the president, Shivjibhai, Shivsiiarma B. Sftarma, badastnv
Mhapankar and Professor Dharmanand Kosambi appealing to the imli
workers
to support the Congress and to become satyagrahis.
Mrs. Ramibai Kamdar, m appealing to the labourers to support the
Congress, asked them to boycott foreign cloth and give up drinK.
Shivjibhai said that the national movement for independence nad gone
deep into the heart of people and that it would continue till freedom was
won. Shivsharma B. Sharma declared that the Congress would give its
support to the tenants of the Bombay Development Department Chawls
at Naigaum if the authorities interfered with the hoisting of the Congress
flags at the chawls. He also advised them to open a separate Congress
othce for the labourers which would be of great use if the Bombay
Congress Committee were declared illegal. Sadashiv Mhapankar warned
the government that if violence were resorted by the people, it would be
due to the aggressive policy of Government. Professor Dharmanand
Kosambi exhorted the labourers to intensify the boycott movement b>
non-violent means. He explained that the Congress had placed a ban
on some of the mills, which had closed down, because they use foreign
yarn. He added that as the workers in England were starving, men like
Sir Ernest Hotson were supporting lathi charges in the peaceful
labourers for the benefit of the British workers. He condemned the
peace negotiations and asked the people to carry on the struggle by
joining the Congress as volunteers.
Under the auspices of the G-irni Kamgar Union a meeting of about
100 millhands was held in Sakarwalla's Chawl* Fergusson Road. V. K.
Tawde presided. Speeches were made by Sadashiv G Mhapankar and
the president asking the workers to become Congress volunteers. V. K.
Tawde, explaining the Congress ban on the E. D. Sassoon and Finlay
Group of Mills, said that those mills used foreign made yarn and sold
their cloth in the bazaar as pure Swadeshi. In his opinion whenever
there was a hartal to be observed in obedience to the Congress call,
workers of all the mills should stay away from their work. Sadashiv
C. Mhapankar said that the Congress struggle was based on non-violence
and if the Congress did not succeed in achieving Swaraj their unity would
be of much use in their future struggles because the Congress would be
with them. He condemned the repressive policy of government and
said that if disturbances should break out, it would be no fault of the
Congress.
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Catholics
themselves
Catnoiics
from the resolution passed by the Catholic Conference at Mangalore
demanding separate electorates. Joseph Baptista, who was proposed to
the chair, had to face vigorous opposition from the members of the
Christian Nationalist Party present at the meeting. After a good deal
of dispute amongst the parties Joseph Baptista was elected president by
the majority vote. Dr. Jos Alban DeSouza, Dr. A. C. Rebello. Dr
Soares, Joachim Alva and the president made speeches in support of
the following resolution which was passed :
dissociates
Mangalore
resolution passed at the All India
demanding separate electorates for Indian Chnsirans as they aie
detrimental to the interests of the country, and expresses itself in favour
of joint electorates with the reservation of s,eats for the present."
About 300 workers went in procession from the maidan opposite
K.H.M. Hospital along Supari Baug Road, Lalbaug, Kalachowki Road,
Parel Tank
Road
to Parel village and back to Poibavdi.
S. B. Mahadeshwar led the procession,. The processionists sang national
songs and shouted the usual revolutionary slogans.
A public meeting which was to have been held at Madanpura under
the auspices of the Congress Muslim Party was abandoned in view of
the fracas that took place the previous night between the pro-Congress
and anti-Congress Muslims of Madanpura.
The counter-propaganda to dissuade the mill workers from joining
the Congress is still going on. A meeting of about 300 millhands, mostly
unemployed, was held in the maidan opposite the Dineshaw Petit Mill,
Lalbaug, G. L. Salvi presided. Phillip Antone, S. S. Nimbkar,
Khanderao Atmaram Desai, Kedar Gupte and the president addressed
the meeting. The labourers were advised to join the Bekar Kamgar
Association so that correct figures of the unemployed workers of Bombay
could be given to Government who were contemplating a solution of
unemployment problem. They were asked to go in processions in the
streets to let the Government and the public know their helpless condition
which was due more to the tacties of the millowners than to the Congress.
Kedar Gupte said that the workers would not be benefited by joining
the Congress. He exhorted them to follow S. V. Deshpande who was
their true leader. Some of the people objected to his moving a resolution
asking the Government to sanction an allowance of Re. 1 per day to
each of the unemployed.
ges) in Marathi,
been distributed
amongst the workers. It purports
j of India. It advises the workers and
peasants to take a prominent part in the Indian revolution and be united
against the capitalists and the imperialists under the leadership of the
Communist Party of India. It assures the workers that they could only
succeed by participating in the revolution brought about by the
Communist Party. It criticises M. N. Roy's attitude in advising the
workers to join the National Congres 5 which was a body dominated by

I

' ' '
tne capitalists. It is alleged that Roy and other people of his class are
1
the servants of the capitalists. The workers are exhorted to have nothing
to do with the Congress and Gandhi because they were not prepared to
undertake the real revolution.
At about 1 p.m. on the 5th a crowd of students of the Khetwadi
Municipal School collected near the Wilson High School and demonstrated
in order to bring out the students of that school. At the time one
S. A. Apte of Bohra Bazaar Street who happened to pass by was suspected to be a C.I.D. spy and was roughly handled. He was, however,
rescued by the police, and the crowd was dispersed without the use of
force. Apte was escorted home by the Police.
At 4 of the meetings held in connection with the Ganapati celebrations
the speakers advised the audience to join the Congress, boycott foreign
goods and give up drink.
About 700 volunteers of the national militia including about 250 male
and female members of the Hindustani Seva Dal, held a rally at the
Congress House this morning, Mrs. Ramibai Kamdar, Y. J. Meheraii,
fckambaian Iyer, N. T, Khand walla and J as want J. Vaidya inspected
the volunteers. About 150 tenants of the Bombay .Development
Department Chawls, Naigaum, observed the flag salutation ceremony at
ICesar baug this morning. Dharmanand Kosambi presided. Waman
Kabadi, Sunder Kabacti, Shivsharma B. JSharma, A. A. Shaikh, S. B.
MaUadeshwar and Lalbhai P. Patei were present at tne Inaction,
Dharmanand Kosambi and S. B. Mahadeshwar addressed the audience
and exhorted them to sacrifice their all' for tne honour of tiie Congress
flag.
B. V. Trivedi and M. D. Guzder were arrested tins morning and placed
for trial before the Chief Presidency Magistrate. They were convicted
and sentenced to 6 months' rigorous imprisonment for a breach of the

Salt Act
Tne Bombay Provincial Congress Committee intends to open a special
branch for Dock workers on the 8th .instant at Carnac bunder. The
opening ceremony will be pertormed by Mrs. kamibai Kamdar.
I attach (1) a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin dated the 5th,
2
3
(2) a copy of the Hame and (3) a copy of sedition of the 5th .
In the Fort today all the picketers were women.
K. J. PETIGARA,
for Commissioner of Police.
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 117
Bombay, 5th September 1930.
SALT SATYAGRAHA.—To inaugurate the Volunteer Week and to
observing the opening of the 5th month of Mahatmaji's incarceration
the Bombay Satyagraha Committee carried out a programme of Salt
Satyagraha at Chaupatty.
1

Thb was a mischievous view to malign M. N. Roy.
reproduced. ^ ^ ^ H ^ ^ ^ ^ H ^ ^ ^ ^ H ^ ^ ^ ^ H ^ ^ ^ ^ H

This act of defiance of the law was conducted in the usual manner
and was witnessed by thousands of citizens!. At the appointed time
b}i. B. V. Tnvedi, the secretary oi the, War Council and Sjt. ivi. D. Guzaer,
the editor of the Congress Bulletin entered the cordon formed by
the volunteers where preparations had already been made to manufacture salt. The fire was then lighted and under the direction of the
two youthful leaders, salt was manufactured and distributed.
A party of sergeants and police officers made an effort to break the
cordon and prevent the manufacture of salt, but had to retreat without
being able to achieve anything. No arrests were made.
SARDAR THAMAN SINGH SENDS GREETINGS.- Sardar Thaman
Singh who was arrested on the 10th August is serving his sentence in
Visapur Prison. He has lost to 15 lbs. in, his weight and often complains of acute pain in his head which is the result of the heavy lathi
charge on the Azad Maidan on that memorable day. He finds it very
difficult to rest his paining head on his hard bed.
He was shut up in solitary cell for 20 days simply for the reason that
he pleaded on behalf of a young satyagrahi of tender age who was being
slapped by a sepoy.
In spite of all this Sardarji is quite cheerful and bids his friends and
citizens of Bombay Vande Mataram from his distant prison home.

131
CONFIDENTIAL
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My Dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 4730/H/3717, dated the 6th September 1930.
The following are the details of arrests and convictions in connection
with the picketing of cloth shops in the Fort : —
Date of
arrest
5-9-30

Cases
pending
.. 3 ..

No. of convictions
on 6-9-30
.. 1 to 4 months' R. I.
2 discharged.
Congress volunteers and Desh Sewkas continued picketing almost all
the wards in the city on the 6th, 7th and 8th. There was no picketing
at Carnac Bunder and Wadi Bunder Goods Yards on those days. The
picketing of foreign cloth shops in the Fort area on the 6th and 8th was
carried on exclusively by about 15 Desh Sevikas. There were, therefore,
no arrests in this connection on the 6th and 8th,

•
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The following unauthorised news sheets were seized in Bombay
Date
6-9-30
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
7-9-30
Do.
Do.
8-9-30
Do.

Police Station
•

•

•

•

Palton Road
Esplanade
Princess Street
Do.
Do.
Maharbouri
Do.
Lamington Road
Maharbouri
Pydhonie..
Princess Street
Pydhonie..
Maharbouri

t.t

No. of ojpies

•

•

•

•

f

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

••

•

•

•

..

42
38
5
40
77
34
54
87
15
3

15
31

Congress Bulletins
Do.
Do.
Flame
Suburban Patrikas
Congress Bulletins
Congress (Gujerati)
Congress Bulletins
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Suburban Patrikas

In place of Balkrishna Trivedi convicted on the 6th and Jamnadas
Erunza resigned, Jagmohan Parikh and K. C. S. Pannikar have been
elected Secretaries of the War Council and the Bombay Provincial
Congress Committee, respectively. The editorship of the Congress
4
Bulletin' has been taken over by Miss; Dilshad Syed. She is also the
Secretary of the Hindustani Seva Dal Provincial Board.
The A ward District Congress Committee arranged for a procession
in honour of 10 released prisoners from Visapur on Sunday morning.
The 10 volunteers were garlanded and they marched at the head of the
procession which consisted of about 200 people. It started from the
office of the A Ward District Congress Committee and along Bazaar
Gate Street, Bhaiia Baug. Bohra Bazaar, Parsi Bazaar, Pherozeshah
Mehta Road, Old Modikhana, Mint Road, Frere Road to Mint Road
where it dispersed after the processionists had saluted the Congress flag
which was hoisted there. They sang national songs along the route.
Sardar Pratap Singh and Jamiat Singh were prominent in the procession.
On the 7th flag saluta.tf.on ceremonies were performed in the various
localities visited by the prabhat pheris in the morning.
In connection with Swadeshi propaganda the Bhuleshwar Congress
Committee took out a procession of about 700 persons! in the afternoon
of the 7th from the office of the Committee. It consisted of 21 motor
lorries displaying Swadeshi goods such as cloth, glassware, soap, aluminium pots, charkhas, Ambar Tips and Moon Brand tea, biscuits, etc.
The band of the Jain Volunteer Corps played along the route. Placards
bearing the inscriptions " I n order to maintain British trade, lathi raj is
going on
" There is Swaraj in Swadeshi and destruction in Videshi" and
" Boycott foreign goods" were carried in the procession and the people
shouted the usual boycott slogans. The procession went along Kalbadevi
Road, Gulalwadi, Duncan Road, Sandhurst Road, Charni Road, Girgaum
Road, Thakurdwar, C. P. Tank, Bhuleshwar and returned to Kalbadevi
Road via Shaikh Memon Street and Princess Street.
The A Ward District Congress Committee held a meeting of about
100 persons on the evening of the 7th at Dwarkadas Lane, Fort, at which
Jamiat Singh presided. The president, Jagmohan Parikh, one Rustom,
•J 9
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a released convict from Visapur and a Gurkha who was introduced as
the president of Garhwalis* made speeches exhorting the people to join
the Congress as volunteers and fight the battle of independence to the
end. Jagmohan Parikh, the new Secretary of the War Council, appealed
to the people to give one man from each house for the national cause
and rise against the British Government like Baharvatias (Outlaws) and
fight the Congress battle to the end. The Gurkha, whose name could not
be ascertained, said that he had gone all over India and had seen the
convicted Garhwalis and had learnt from them that there was unrest
in the Indian army all over the country and that the Indian soldiers would
follow the example of the Garhwalis when the time came. He advised
the people to carry on the Congress agitation in a non-violent manner.
A meeting of the Byculla Desh Sevika Sanuh was held on the 7th at
Byculla. About 150 ladies attended. R. K. Acharekar presided.
Speeches were made by the president, Miss Kamalabai Pradhan,
Mrs, Yamunabai Ghodekar, Mrs. Bhagirtibai Nirgude and Miss Tarabai
Tilak congratulating Mrs. Hansa Mehta on her conviction and exhorting
the ladies to follow in her footsteps. Mrs. Urmilabai Mehta was
elected as chairman of the Byculla Desh Sevika Sangh in place of
Mrs. Hansa Mehta and the name of the Sangh was changed to Bharatiya
Desh Sevika Sangh. After the meeting a procession of about 200 persons, including about 100 ladies and 50 members of the Vanar Sena was
taken out along Haines Road, Byculla Bridge, Parel Road, New Nagpada,
Victoria Garden, DeLisle Road and dispersed at the office of the Sangh.
They sang Congress songs along the route.
Under the auspices of the Rathestar Mandal, Dr. K. K. Dadachanji
delivered a lecture at the Sir Cowasji Jehangir Hall on the 7th on
" Swadeshi movement and the Parsis " before an audience of about
150 persons, mostly Parsis. He traced the history of the Parsi community
from the time when they for first time landed at Sanjana, and said that
at present a minority community like the Parsis, who originally came
from Persia, considered India as their motherland. He said that there
were many Parsi Philanthropists like Jamshetji Tata who started Indian
industries and institutions, but it was a pity that they handed the control over to Government. The Government had purposely kept the
Indian in the dark in respect of industries, arts, and science and thus
made the Indian dependent on England for their wants. He appealed
to the Parsis to realise the diplomacy of the British and join the Congress for the advancement of Swadeshi. While boycotting all foreign
goods he appealed to them to improve the quality of Indian made articles.
Owing to the removal of the Congress ban on the Simplex Mill of
which Allen Brothers are the agents, the mill re-started work on the 7th
with about 1,500 operatives. The Girni Kamgar Union held a meeting
of about 1,000 millhands on the maidan opposite the Dinshaw Petit Mill,
Lalbaug on the evening of the 7th to congratulate Dr. Gavande on his
acquittal in the Byculla bomb case. R. B. Neherkar presided. Speeches
were made by the president, Philip Antone, Bhayyaji Kulkarna and
Sadashiv Mhapankar congratulating Dr. Gavande and Kalyan Kondiba
(P.G. No. 600/D) on their acquittal by the High Court and appealing
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to the workers to strengthen the Girni Kamgar Union. All the speakers,
except Philip Antone, asked them to join the Congress and carry on the
struggle in a non-violent manner. The president and Philip Antone said
that Kalyan Kondiba had joined the workers on a realisation of the
strengtn or the Ked jRag Union ana they wished that every policemen
would lollow his example. Sadashiv Mhapankar said that if the Congress
advised them to carry on the struggle by violent means they should prepare themselves from now. They should join gymnasiums, develop their
physique and learn chhadi patta (lathi drill).
Under the auspices of the Arya Samaj, a public meeting was held at
the Samaj Mandir, Kakadwadi, on the evening of the 7th at which about
60 persons were present. Pandit Dwijendranath Sharma and Pandit
Anandpriya repudiated the allegation that the Arya Samaj was not with
the Congress. The Garhwalis who were sentenced by the court martial
1
were members of the Arya Samaj . The various leaders of the Arya
Samaj had taught them in the past that their country would never prosper
as long as the people remained in bondage. In order to free their country
the people must join in the national struggle and take to Swadeshi.
Dr. Daulatram, who has recently returned from Germany, said that he had
tried to spread the principles of the Arya Samaj even in Germany by
making a translation of his book Satyaprakash in the German language
The Girgaum national amateurs gave a variety entertainment at the
Blavatsky Lodge in aid of the Hindustani Seva Dal on the evening of
the 8th. Rs. 1,000 were reported to have been collected from the sale
of tickets which ranged from Re. 1 to Rs. 5. Out of this a sum of
Rs. 500 was handed over to Y. J. Meherali for the Hindustani Seva Dal.
Meherali thanked the audience and asked them to join the Congress.
In connection with the volunteers' week a procession of about 600 persons
including about 80 volunteers and 100 members of Che Vanar Sena, v/as
taken out from the Congress House on the 8th. It went along Lamington
Road, Sandhurst Road, Kennedy Bridge, Gowalia Tank, Forjett Street,
Tardeo and ended at the open space near the Mahalaxmi Race Course.
They carried Congress flags and observed complete silence. At Mahalaxmi a meeting was held under the presidentship of Jagmohan Parikh.
He referred to the progress of their movement and the repressive policy
of government and said that when men were arrested the women came
forward to carry on the work and if the women were also arrested he was
sure that the agitation would be carried on by the children until freedom
was won. He appealed to the people to refrain from voting at the
elections and said that he who voted in contravention of the Congress
mandate would be socially boycotted. One Gore, a millhand, asked the
people not to cry hai, hai to the policemen who were their own brethren
and would one day join the Congress ranks.
The G Ward District Congress Committee held a meeting at Surat
Building, Elphinstone Road, on the evening of the 8th at which
Chandulail Vani presided over an audience of about 200 persons. The
president, G. S. Kanthi, T. R. Naravne, Haribhau Patil, Mrs. Ushabai
1

The Arya Samaj played a pioneering role in the freedom struggle in Hyderabad
State.
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Dange and Vasudeo Hari Joshi made speeches asking the people to join
the Congress, boycott British goods, and give up liquor.
Referring io
the Dharavi riot they blamed the police ior their slackness in dealing
with communal disturbances and appealed to the Hindus
and
Muhammadans to forget and forgive and not give much importance to
such trivial affairs at the present time. The government, ihey said,
wanted such communal trouble and the people should therefore try their
best to avoid it.
The opening ceremony of the special branch of the Bombay Provincial
Congress Committee for the dock workers was performed yesterday
evening by Mrs. Ramibai Kamdar in the presence of about 400 persons,
at Keshav Building, Carnac Road. After the opening ceremony a meeting was held under the presidentship of Mrs. Kamdar. Y. J. Meherali
said that the Congress struggle was for the workers and therefore it was
the duty of the workers to join the Congress. The object of opening the
branch was to enlist the sympathies of the dock labourers, Mrs. Ramibai
Kamdar also appealed to the dock workers to become members of the
Congress. Babu Kalyani warned the dock workers that if they did not
join the Congress their condition would be the same as that of the
G. I. P. Railwaymen after the strike. Mrs. Yamunabai Ghodekar
appealed to the people to boycott foreign cloth and give up liquor.
Dharmanand Kosambi referred to the Dharavi riot and asked the audience
not to believe false rumours. He asked the Hindus and the Mohamedans
to look at such disturbances from a national point of view and not give
vent to their communal feelings. Waman P. Kabadi said that if all the
dock labourers become Congress members there would be no need to
picket foreign cloth shops for in that case the labourers would refuse to
handle foreign cloth in the docks. Narbheram Popat said that all the
national newspapers would be read out to the workers at the branch to
acquaint them with current politics. I attach a translation of a leaflet
in Marathi issued by the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee, Special
Branch, Carnac Bunder, in this connection.
The D Ward District Congress Committee held a meeting of about
150 persons at New Chakhal Wadi! on the night of the 8th, J. N. Thakore
presided. Mrs. Kapila Master, Shivcharan and Dalpatram Pathak asked
the people to join the Congress and carry out its boycott programme,
Shivsharma B. Sharma and Waman Kabadi referred to the Dharavi riot
and blamed the police for their absence from the spot on Sunday evening.
If the Police were there, they said, the clash would have been avoided
They criticised the overzealousness of the Police at the time of political
functions, and their slackness on occasions/ of communal disturbances.
The C Ward District Congress Committee held a meeting last night at
Tamba Kanta at which B. B. Kampani presided over an audience ol
about 500 persons. The president, Jagmohan Parikh, Mrs. Kapila
Master, Mrs. Ramiben Kamdar, Dalpatram Pathak, Abdul Sakur and
D. S. Babrekar made speeches asking the people to boycott the ensuing
Council elections in accordance with the mandate of the Congress. They
condemned (those who stood for election and said that thejy had no
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respect for their country. People were, asked to take part in die picketing at the time of the election. They were, however, warned not to
collect near the picketing booths, and give an opportunity to the Police
to use their lathis.
I attach a copy of a leaflet in Marathi issued by Dharmanand Kosambi
asking the workers not to observe hartal because of false rumours.
The Bombay Grain Dealers' Association recently passed a resolution
asking the people going to Cutch not to use the B. I. Company's steamers
but to go by the Bombay Steam Navigation Company's steamers aiia
they are Swadeshi boats.
The deadlock in connection with the hoisting of the Congress flag at
the Wilson College on the last Gandhi Day still continues, as the students
object to the tendering of an apology to the authorities for breach of
discipline. They held a meeting at the Jinnah Hall on Saturday last at
which Professor P. A. Wadia tried to induce the students to tender the
required apology by informing them that the authorities were not going
to victimise the students for their love for the Congress flag. In view
of the fact that the College was bound by certain rules which the students
had broken, it was their duty to offer the required apology. A student,
who moved a resolution offering the apology required by the authorities,
was shouted down. Owing to heavy rain the meeting dispersed without
coming to a decision. Since the hoisting of the Congress flag the Wilson
College has remained closed. This morning some 200 students held a
meeting in the college when the principal pointed out to them that he
would allow the college to be opened if they tendered an apology. He
also told them that the college would open on the 11th and that those
who attended would be considered as having tendered an apology. The
students did not agree and held another meeting on the Chaupatty sands
at which it was decided that no
llth unless the Principal dropped the question of apology. The students
are likely to picket the College on the llth.
T attach (1) a copy of the Congress Bulletin of the 6th, (2) a copy of
the Congress Bulletin of the 8th, (3) a copy of the bi-weekly Dynamite
of the 6th and (4) a copy of the Congress Bulletin Boycott supplement of
1
the 7th .
K. J. PETIGARA,
for Commissioner of Police.
Marathi handbill issued by Secretary, B,P.C.C.
Special Branch Carnac Bunder.
incessantly
been
and fighting for the rights of the workers. Workers resorted to many
strikes but thev were not successful. This is because Government is not
ours. Unless the government is ours, the difficulties of the labourers
' The Comrress Bulletin of 8th September 1930 told the pathetic story about the atrocities n-nytrated on the prisoners at Yeravada, inhuman beating unhygemc conditions anH
unwholesome food. It said that the atrocities at Yeravada were worse than thn<e at Visapur
in 1921. This lengthy bulletin as well as the other two enclosures are not reproduced due
to paucity of space.

would not be removed knowing this full well, the Congress has started
the struggle for independence. When one independence was won, the
labourers would get their rights.
As the Congress has been strenuously working for independence the
labourers must make the struggle for independence a success by joining
the Congress.
On 8th September 1930 in the evening at 6 p.m. Mrs. Ramiben Kamdar,
the president of the B. P. C. C. will open a branch for the labourers of
Wadi Bunder, Carnac Bunder and the Docks when Prof. Dharmanand
Kosambi and other labour and Congress leaders will speak.
Brother workers, join the Congress immediately which is working for
your rights and attend the meeting there.
Secretary,
Bombay Provincial Congress Committee,
Special Branch, Carnac Bunder.
Free translation of a Marathi handbill issued under signature of the
Dharmanand Kosambi.
Precaution against Hartals.—It has come to our notice that the
.workers go on observing hartals by believing false rumours and thereby
ruin themselves and the Swadeshi trade. We, therefore, request ail
workers not to observe hartals by believing private rumours. The
workers should observe hartal only when the Congress' volunteers inform
them of the time and the reason by the beat of a bataki.
Dated 5-9-1990.

Dharmanand Kosambi.
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN

No. 118.
Bombay, 6th September 1930.
BRAVO, WILSONIANS.—It is with great pleasure, that we regard
the action of the Wilsonians in hoisting the national flag on the premises
of their College. By this patriotic action, they have, to a certain extent,
removed the stain that had come on them, for not vacating the College
in the beginning of the term.
Wilsonians were always a brave lot. In the days of Non-Co-operation
1
in 1921, the students joined the movement in hundreds. This time too,
the Wilsonians, past and present, have given their heart and soul for the
struggle for Independence. The remnants, too ashamed of their inability
to join the struggle actively, have given their mite by sympathising with
the movement and by hoisting the national flag on the College premises.
We also thank Principal McKenzie, the ever-kind philosopher-principal
for meeting the students halfways.
We hope the students in other colleges take the example from the
Wilsonians, and unfurl the national flag on their respective College
premises.
THE LUNATIC AT LARGE.—It is becoming increasingly difficult
to conceive of the Bombay Sergeant as anything except a lunatic. The
latest instance of their mad methods occurred on the night of the 4th.
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A Congress volunteer named Ramkalap Vasudeo, aged 18, was proceeding to the Jam-e-Jamshed office to give some notices from the Desh
Sevika Office. He had papers in his hand. It was about 12 in the night
As he was going up the office of the above paper a European Sergeant
suddenly swooped down on him and demanded the papers in his hand
as being copies of Congress Bulletin. When he discovered that it was
not so, he got nettled. So he swore some foul oaths and shouting
" You . . . fellows want Swaraj. Take this" and kicked him in
the private parts. The volunteer fell down senseless. He was removed
by some passers-by to the Congress Free Hospital and admitted there at
2 a.m. He is now lying there with a high temperature and pain.
Such brutal madness is* what law and order is in the city of Bombay.
SALT LAW MUST GO.—Yesterday, two youthful members of the
satyagraha committee of the B.P.C.C—Sjt. B. V. Trivedi, secretary of
the satyagraha committee and Sjt. M. D. Guzder, the editor of the
Congress Bulletin defied the inhuman Salt Law on the Chaupatty sands.
The Government has a great partiality for the salt law breakers, and we
congratulate the two youthful and defiant civil resisters on their arrest
this morning at 10 a.m. at the Congress House.
They have been always enthusiastic about the publication of the
Bulletin and our only sorrow is that they are not arrested under the
Bulletin.
BARDOLI ATROCITIES.—Sjt. Ismail Desai, is endeavouring to
prove himself the pillar of the British Imperialism. The atrocities that
he and his colleagues have committed, is just a phase of the misdeeds of
other British official.
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CONFIDENTIAL
HEAD POLICE OFFICE
No. 4778 / H / 3717.
Bombay, 11th September 1930.
My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 4757/H/3717, dated the 9th September
1930.
On the 9th two toddy shops at Carnac Road and Jambli Street were
picketed by 2 volunteers at each shop. Owing to the heavy rain there
was no picketing yesterday.
foreign cloth shops in
almost all the wards in the city on the 9th, but there was no picketing oa
the 10th except at a few shops on Masjid Bunder Road and Chakla
Street. On the 9th the shops in the Fort were picketed by about
10 Desh Sevikas; no arrests were made.
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized in Bombay:
Date
Police Station
No. of copies
0.9-30
Pydhonie
6 Congress Billet ins
Princess Street
37 Satyrgral a Patrika
Lumington Read
50
,,
„
1C-9-30
»,
91
33 Congress Bulletins
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On the 9th a cyclostyled! bulletin entitled Bengali Bombay Bulletin
made its appearance for the first time. It is published in English and
Marathi and is issued by one C. P. Rajput for the Indian Outlaws
Association.
In connection with the resolution recently passed by the Grain Dealers'
Association asking the people to boycott the B. I. Company's ships, information was received by the Dock Police on the 8th that some Congress
volunteers were interfering with the passengers embarking on the
S. S. Vita for Karachi. Before the arrival of the police, however, they
had disappeared.
The Mandvi District Congress Committee held a meeting at Dongri
Street on the night of the 9th when Mrs. Jaishri Raijee presided over an
audience of about 250 persons. Speeches were made by the president,
R. K. Acharekar, D. K. Bhatt and 2 ladies appealing to the people to
join the Congress as volunteers and carry on the boycott propaganda.
Vinayak Sadanand Pathare, who was arrested by the Byculla Police
under Section 117 I. P. Code, was convicted and sentenced on the 9th to
6 months' rigorous imprisonment by the Presidency Magistrate, 2nd Court.
• At the executive committee meeting of the Bombay Youth League
held on the 9th a resolution was passed supporting the manifesto, which
recently appeared in the press, appealing to the rank and file of the
Congress to adopt a programme of action based on the immediate
economic interests' of the masses of the country. Another resolution was
passed authorising the League to take all possible steps to popularise the
programme and principles laid down in the manifesto.
On Tuesday afternoon the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee
sent volunteers round the city in lorries with placards asking the people
to refrain from voting at the election next day. Leaflets were distributed
and posters put up at conspicuous places in the city asking the people to
boycott the election and rally to the Congress
. I t was
decided to send 500 Congress volunteers and Desk Sevikas to picket the
polling booths at the Town Hall, Esplanade Maidan and Gowalia Tank
Maidan. From 7 a.m. on Wednesday a few volunteers and Desh Sevikas
were present at the polling stations!. Some were standing at the entrance
and others at the booths knee-deep in water with folded hand. On
account of the heavy rain the previous night all the booths were flooded.
There was also a crowd in front of each polling station some of whom
shouted " Boycott Councils" whenever they saw victorias or motors
passing along. At the Esplanade Maidan two Desh Sevikas picketed the
polling booth and they were replaced by 3 Desh Sevikas after about an
hour. In addition to this, there were some Congress volunteers standing
outside the booth holding cloth placards showing a picture of a Council
Hall with a bather leading a couple of his fellow Councillors and with
Desh Sevikas picketing the hall. About 150 people who were in the
vicinity on Cruickshank Road shouted out at the approach of the cars
which halted near the booth that those who went to the Councils or
voted for the candidates were either sweepers or barbers. They also
cried " shame, shame " on the arrival of the voters. In some cases the
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voters, while approaching the polling booth, were surrounded by this
crowd and induced to go away. Owing to the continuous downpour of
rain and the flooding of the polling booths, it was decided to postpone
the election. After the announcement of the postponement people began
to disperse, but the Congress volunteers did not leave the polling stations
for some time as they thought it was a ruse to get rid of them.
The Honorary Secretary of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee
published the following appeal in the press regarding the boycott of the
election: —
" The Working Committee of the Congress has ordered the boycott
of the Legislative Councils".
" I n pursuance of this order the Satyagraha Committee hereby calls
upon the citizens of Bombay who are entitled to vote at the elections
to the local Legislative Council and the Legislative Assembly to abstain
from voting ".
" The Satyagraha Committee has decided to send lady volunteers to
picket at all the polling booths in the city to dissuade those who will
go there in spite of the Congress mandate from voting and perpetuating
slavery under foreign rule ".
The Viceroy by his Ordinance has replaced Legislatures in this
country. There is only one Legislature functioning in India today and
it is the Indian National Congress. All those who profess to go tc the
British Governmtnt's Legislatures in tJie interests of the country must
jcra the Congress if they are sincere in their professions"
Owing to the heavy rain the programme of the Congress Committee
as regards procession and meetings was cancelled. There was also no
issue of the Congress Bulletin yesterday as announced on the notice board
at the Congress House.
23 mills and all the Railway workshops remained closed yesterday
owing to rain. This: morning 9 mills and the Parel Workshop of the
B. B. and C. I. Railway did not open for the same reason.
Morarji M. Kamdar, Solicitor, husband of the president of the War
Council, has offered his services to the All-India Congress Working
Committee.
It is suggested in Congress circles that the War Council should take
action against the Bombay delegates for the Round Table Conference bv
holding demonstrations at their residences and by holding meetings disowning them as representatives of the country. Shankerlal Banker is
reported to be busy in mercantile circle obtaining signatures to a manifesto on behalf of each community and commercial association declaring
that the delegates going to the Round Table Conference wsre not theif
representatives and appealing to them not to go to the Round Table
Conference.
The Bovcott Committee of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee
has addressed a circular letter to the secretaries of the various District
Congress Committees asking them to convene meetings of the tailors 5n
their Jurisdiction and ask them to sign a pledge not to prepare clothes
of foreign cloth.
A-115—32-A.
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I attach a copy of the medical report of the Congress Free Hospital
for the period 22nd May to 21st July 1930, published by Dr. D. D. Sathaye,
1
the Superintendent of the Hospital ,
I attach (1) copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin of the 9th and
2
(2) the second issue of Bengali Bom. Bulletin of the 10th.
The Wilson College opened today and the students entered their classes
before the gates were picketed. About 150 students who were unwilling
to express regret left the classes and collected near the Chaupatty Band
Stand from where they proceeded to the college with a placard
bearing the inscription. " We have come, but with no regret". Most
of the students wear small badges bearing " N o regret" on their
coat-collars. G. D. Koppikar, who took a prominent part in the demonstration this morning, attempted to take the students out in a procession
but they refused to go out again. The classes are going on as usual but
there is a likelihood of picketing at the College gates.
Picketing in the Fort area is now entrusted to the lady volunteers of
the Hindustani Seva Dal.
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 121.
Bombay, 9th September 1930.
THE POLICE TAKE LAW IN THEIR HANDS.—A serious incident
happened in Bardoli where a Police Officer killed his colleague. The
Reports that we have received are so serious and grave that it requires
consideration. Two policemen, after committing robbery in the house of
certain Bardoli farmer, under the guise of law and order had a clash
regarding their share in the loof. This clash took serious turn and
ultimately one of them killed the other.
This incident indicates the mind that the British Government is so
proud of. The Government with their lawlessness to back them up, have
given powers to rob and to loot the poor farmers who stand for the
Independence of their beloved motherland. Not satisfied with harassment
and torture, these hounds of the Government fight and quarrel amongst
themselves like dogs fighting for a bone dishonestly gained. The Government now cannot shirk the responsibility it has taken, when they left
loose such police on the peaceful villagers and non-violent townsmen.
THE WTLSONIANS STAND ADAMANT.—The Wilson College issue
has been forced into a dead-lock unnecessary. The students, in open
defiance to the authorities hoisted the flag on the College premises. The
Principal closed college, until an apology came from the students, for
taking possession of the College premises. We do not understand the
attitude of 'he Principal in closing down the College. Of course, he has
a right to take disciplinary action against those who were actively associated with the defiance. He can certainly fine them, rusticate them, but
a College, started mainly with public funds and Indian Government
grants, and maintained chiefly by the Indian Government and the Indian
students cannot be closed autocratically, by its managing trustee, the
1
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Principal. We hope the past Wilsonians and the public will take the
matter in their hands and remove the dead-lock.
DHARAVI IS ALL QUIET.—The situation at Dharavi is all quiet. It
started with an ordinary incident, and due to exaggerated reports in the
press it took rather a serious turn. Some of the presses, headed by the
Times of India, are mainly responsible for the excitement prevailing there
and in some parts of Bombay. Further, the old maid of Boribunder
persists in proclaiming to its loudest, that Congress is responsible for the
clash and today, it publishes a silly letter, from a Mahim Resident, which
reproduces' a funny mentality which breeds in sentimental loyalty to
His Britannic Majesty.
There is a lot to be said against such mischief-mongers who delight in
internal trouble, and blood-shed and it is high time, that public understood the mischief it creates and entirely ignore them.
BOYCOTT LEGISLATURES.—The election for the Legislative
Council will take place here in Bombay tomorrow. The Congress has no
two opinions on that point. The Legislatures are to be boycotted. Now
it rests with the people whether they should actively associate themselves
with traitors of the country who believe that the Government is benevolent pi.r excellence, and should have meted out a more repressive police
to the Congressman.
We request the public to judge for themselves, whether thely should send
people who would have never thought of having a ghost of a chance m
getting successful in this contest if the Congressmen also stood with them.
They should also remember the Legislative Councillors like Sjts. Nariman
and Kanialal Munshi are in jail instead of in their happy homes, because
they preferred imprisonment to cosy seats in the Legislative Council.
They should also consider that in other places in India, the candidates
have got in the Council simultaneously with peaceful pickets in jails and
the hospitals.
If the above things are taken into consideration, they only legitimate
conclusion, issues, and that is the Boycott of Legislatures. We request the
voters to remain away from the polling booths and let the Government
know, what number of people the elected Councillors represent.
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No. 4809/H/3717.

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 12th September 1930.

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D.O. No. 4778/H/3717, dated the 11th September
1930.
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Two toddy shops at Carnac Road and Jambli Street were picketed by
2 volunteers at each shop yesterday.
Congress volunteers and female volunteers of the Hindustani Seva Dal
picketed foreign cloth shops in almost all the wards in the city on the
11th. A few Congress volunteers also picketed the goods yards at
Carnac Bunder and Wadi Bunder. Two of these were arrested at
Wadi Bunder for stopping a cart containing cloth. They were immediately
placed before a Magistrate and convicted and sentenced to 4 months'
rigorous imprisonment each under the Picketing Ordinance.
Female members of the Hindustani Seva Dal are picketing the foreign
cloth shops in the Fort area today.
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized on the 11th.
Police Station
Palton Road
..
Lamington Road
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.

No. of copies
..52
..
2
3
2
1
8

•

•

•

•

Congress Bulletins
Congress Bulletins
Suburban Patrikas
Balidan
PrajaTantra
Bengali Bomb Bulletins

Committee took 15 released prisoners
M
from Visapur and Yeravada Jails in procession yesterday evening. About
500 people, including 25 women, joined the procession which v/ent alon 6
Masjid
Kazi Syed
Street, Bhandari Street, Samuel Street, Masjid Bunder Road, Chakla
Street, Carnac Road, Abdul Rehman Street and dispersed at Barbhai
Moholla. The processionists shouted the usual boycott slogans.
The same night a meeting of about 500 people was held at Barbhai
Moholla at which Dr. J. V. Vora presided. The president, Dalpatram
PathaK, Nc>rbheram Narsidas, Ramdas Girdharilal and Dhirajlal Bhatt
made speeches explaining (he importance of the volunteer week and
exhorting the people to become Congress volunteers. Dalpatram Pathak
said that the satyagrahis who had returned from jail were eager to go
back, but the president of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committe
wished them to take a rest. The enthusiasm shown b v these released
prisoners, he said, should work as a stimulus to the people who should
now join in large numbers. Narbheram Narsidas said that their fight
would not be affected by any amount of repression. He referred to the
Dharavi riot and said that the Government was responsible for creating
trouble between the Hindus and the Muhammadans. He also blamed the
C.l.D. for spreading false rumours about the Dharavi incident and asked
the people to beware of them. While congratulating the released prisoners,
he appealed to the people to enlist as Congress volunteers or wear saris
and stav at home. One Ramdas, a released prisoner, narrated his
experiences in the Visapur Jail and said that the warders who were
dangerous criminals were promised remission of their sentences by Government so that they should give as much trouble as possible to the political
prisoners.
Mrs
by a police sergeant at Surat and said that the man who was not worth

caused by this insult to India's womanhood was not worth his salt.
Referring to the release of .Pandit Motilal, he said, that it was a ruse on
the part ot the Government.
At about 4 p.m. yesterday there was some sensation in Surat street,
Mandvi, when a motor car in which Mr. Rhodes and Mr. tfemmings or
Callander Cables and Constructions Co. Ltd., were going through Surat
Street to inspect some cables outside the Masjid Bunder Railway Station
which were aamaged by rain, ran over some pigeons which were feeding
on the road. A crowd collected and demanded an explanation from the
Goan driver. A police constable who happened to come on the scene
helped him to get away. He told the crowd that if they wanted to maite
a complaint they should go to the Police Station as they had taken the
number of the car. As Mr. Rhodes felt nervous at the attitude of the
crowd, he told his driver to put on speed, the result of which was that
about 98 more pigeons were killed. Soon after the incident Mr. Lakhmidas
Tairsee, Dr. Vora, Dr. P. H. Meisheri and one other came to see me
about the incident. I sent Mr. Sharp with them to make enquiries. He
assured the excited Jains that enquiries would be made into the conduct
of the driver and succeeded in pacifying them.
The Beard of Directors of the Bombay Share and Stock Blockers*
Association held a meeting yesterday to consider the question of re-opcning
the forward business which has been stopped for the last two months
but the meeting dispersed without coining to any decision.
There was no picketing at the Wilson College this morning and the
students are attending their classes as usual.
In connection with the election to the Bombay Legislative Council
from the Bombay University, the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee posted five female volunteers of the Hindustani Seva Dal at the
gates of the University Hall from 8-30 a.m. today. They requested the
voters, with folded hands, not to vote for the candidates, but their efforts
proved futile. These volunteers were relieved by a fresh batch of female
volunteers at 11 a.m. Two cloth placards were exhibited at the gates
of the compound of the University Hall by Congress volunteers. On one
the voters were asked not to vote for the candidates while the other bore
the inscription " stop your vote and save your country's soul". The
pickets did not use physical force or obstruct the voters from going in.
The Parel Workshop of the B. B. and C.I. Railway has been closed
by the authorities owing to failure of electric current. The management
of the Toyo Podar and the Imperial Mills have kept the mills closed on
account of rain.
1
I attach a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin of the 11th .
Mrs. Framji Dinshaw Petit, the daughter-in-law of Sir Dinshaw Petit,
Bart., Mrs. Powalla and other ladies of rich Parsi families have sworn
not to buv any foreign cloth for a period of one year and to encourage
Swadeshi by their personal exertions. They are going to open an
exhibition of all Indian made articles in the Yusuf Building in the Fort.
^•Enclosure
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F. E. Dinshaw has agreed to give them the use of the building free
of rent.
j ^ jmULfel^ik
; . j_
It is reported that some of the Desh Sevikas (lady volunteers) retuse
to do picketing at cloth shops on the ground that Gandhi intended to
utilise their services only for liquor shop picketing. This is why the
Desh Sevikas have been replaced by the female volunteers of the
Hindustani Seva Dal at the shops in the Fort.
A number of cloth merchants dealing in mill cloth went to the
Congress House and got permission from the president of the boycott
committee to take delivery of cloth they had agreed to purchase from
the boycotted mills, of E. D. Sassoon before the Civil Disobedience
Movement. The Congress is giving them a written permit to clear the
cloth on the understanding that they will not enter into further
contracts with the boycotted mills.
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CONFIDENTIAL
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HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 15th September 1930.

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D.O. No. 4809/H/3717, daited the 12th September
1930.
Two toddy shops at Carnac Road and Jambli street were picketed on
the 12th, 13th and 14th by 2 volunteers at each shop.
The picketing of foreign cloth shops was continued in almost all the
wards in the city on the 12th, 13th and 14th, but there was no picketing
in the Fort area on Saturday and Sunday. Picketing at Wadi Bunder
and Carnac Bunder Goods Yards was also carried on and on the 12th
four volunteers were arrested for molesting a cart-driver. They were charged
the same day under the Picketing Ordinance and 2 of them were sentenced
to 3 months' rigorous imprisonment each. The remaining two were
remanded to the Children's Home till the 15th and ordered to be sent to
the Police Surgeon to ascertain their ages. On the 13th, seven volunteers
were arrested at Carnac Bunder and they will be placed on trial today.
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized in Bombay.
Date
11-9-30
12-9-30
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
13-9-30
Do.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Police Station
Princess Street
Do. .
Do. .
Pydhonie .
Dongri
Nagpada .
Maharbouri
Lamington Road
Do. ..
Do. ..

No. of copies
84 Congress Bulletins
375
Do.
84 Navjivan
4 Congress Bulletins
11
Do.
60
Do.
128
Do.
24
Dc.
81
Do.
225 Satyagraha Patrika
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Date
13-9-30
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
14-9-30
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.

Police Station
.. LamingtonRoad
.. falton Road
.. Pydnoaie ..
. . Dongii
..
.. Princess Street
.. Pyclnoiuc ..
.. Lamington Read
..
Do. ..
..
Do
..
Do. ..
.. Maharbouii

..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..

No of copies
176 Dynamite
13 Congress Bulletins
6
Do.
2
Do.
15
Do.
33
Do.
326
Do.
44 Dynamite
2 iNavjivan
i Satyagrana Patrika
100' Cuiiurcss Bulleiias

The committees appointed by the Municipal Corporation to enquire
into the alleged police excesses in Bombay commenced their enquiries on
the 12th and the first witness examined was Mrs. Kamibai Kamdar, tue
president of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee.
Balkrishna N. Taralkar, who was wanted by the Byculla Police lor an
offence under Section 117, I. P. C , was arrested on the morning of
M
tine 13th. He will
On the evening of the 13th about 100 released prisoners from Visapur
were taken in procession in motor lorries by the Bombay Provincial
Congress Committee. About 600 other volunteers and Desk Sevikas also
took part in the procession. They were carried in 8 lorries, 2 buses and
a motor car. The procession started from the Congress House and passed
through the mill area and the localities in the north of the city and dispersed at the Bhatia Mahajanwadi at Kalbadevi. The volunteers shouted
the usual boycott slogans and sang Congress songs along the route.
Dalpatram Pathak, Jagmohan Parekh and Jamiat Singh took a prominent
part in the procession.
After the arrival of the procession at Bhatia Mahajanwadi, a meeting,
attended by about 700 persons, was held in the wadi to congratulate the
released satyagrahis. MrSL Ramibai Kamdar presided. The President,
Dr. Goregaonkar, Daulatrai Trivedi, Jogeshwar Singh, Jagmohan Parekh,
Dalpatram Pathak, Miss Kanta Khandwalla and Bhumgara addressed
the meeting. The president, in welcoming the released satyagrahis
asi free citizens, said that by going to jail they honoured their
country. Tracing back the history of the Indian National Movement,
she said that it was only after experiencing jail life that men like Tilak,
Gandhi and others were able to contribute a something noble to India's
public life. She wanted to know whether they were willing to join the
struggle again when the Congress was thinking of intensifying the movement ; they all replied in one voice that they were prepared to continue
the fight. Bhumgara and the other satyagrahis said that they were
soldiers of the country and were prepared to sacrifice everything for the
cause of their country. They did not need any congratulations or honour.
Dalpatram Pathak, Miss Kanta Khandwalla and Jagmohan Parekth also
congratulated the satyagrahis and asked others to become Congr
volunteers.
Mandal
at
Hira Baug on the night of the 13th, under the presidentship of Vithaldas
*
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Vasanji Jairajani, to condemn the action of the Jamnagar State in
sentencing Maganlal Vakil, Gokuldas Thakkar and Ramlal Bhatia to
7 years' rigorous imprisonment. The president and Narandas Purshotiamda"s made speeches in support of a resolution condemning the action of
the State authorities and requesting them to release the three patriots.
The meeting also passed a resolution congratulating Jamnadas M. Mehta
on his release and eulogising his services in the cause of the country. In
thanking the audience Jamnadas Mehta made a short speech narrating
his jail experiences and said that although he was reduced in health he
was not in any way weaker in spirit. He said he had been treated well
in jail. He wanted to take some rest and after that he would render
whatever service he could to the cause of his country's freedom.
(Jamnadas was very glad to get out of jail and is not likely to go back
in a hurry.)
On Sunday morning the various prabhat pheris went about as usual in
the various localities singing Congress songs. Some of them visited
Kasar Galli near the Dock-yard Station where the flag salutation
ceremony was performed by one Narsoo Nakhwa.
A meeting of about a dozen Muhammadans was addressed by
Professor V. K. V. Rao of the Wilson College on Swadeshism in the
Dar-ul-Nabab Hall, Gowli Moholla, yesterday morning. A. S. Nakhatra
presided. Prof. Rao referred to the poverty of the Indian masses
and suggested that the only way to solve the question of poverty was by
the industrialization of the country.
Mere boycott of foreign and
British goods would not help unless they created a demand among the
people for Indian-made articles.
He did not believe in the doctrine of
the loin cloth and the reduction of their wants. They could increase
their wants as much as they liked provided they supplied their wants by
Indian-made articles. He appealed to the audience to adopt Swadeshi
as a religion and to insist on their merchants supplying them with Indian
made articles only. The president also made a similar appeal and asked
them to tackle the problem with earnestness. He cited the example of
Turkey where the people by their determination succeeded in becoming
a vigorous and thriving nation.
At a meeting of about 250 Karnatak residents in Bombay held at
Saraswat Co-operative Buildings, Gamdevi, on the evening of the 14th,
under the presidentship of V. S. Dongre, Bar-at-Law, the following
resolutions were passed: —
(1) That this Sabha strongly condemns the action of those Indians
who were going to the Round Table Conference and re-affirms the
Lahore resolution for complete National Independence.
It further urges the adoption of a programme based on the
immediate economic interests of the masses and agitation for the election
of the Constituent Assembly through which the popular demands will
be enforced.
(2) That this meeting strongly condemns the unpatriotic action of
Mr. V. N. Chandavarkar and other Corporators in supporting the
amendment postponing consideration of hoisting the National Flag
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on the Corporation building and further requests the voters to refrain
irom voting at the next election in iavour of such Corporators who
have betrayed the cause of the country.
A resolution was also passed congratulating those Karnatakis who were
taking part in the present movement and those who had recently been
released from Visapur.
At meeting of about 100 Visanagar Vanis held at Hira Bang yesterday,
speeches were made by Mangalaas Hemchand, Kisandas Chhotuial, ManeiclaJ Nanchand and otiiers congratulating N. M. Parekh who was recently
released from Visapur Jail.
Under the auspices of the Akhil Bharat Prabhat Pheri Mandala
M. S. Desai addressed a meeting of about 150 organisers and sympathisers
Ox the Prabhat Plieris. in Bombay. Pie asked them to select irom each
ward volunteers of over 18 years of age in order to practice satyagraha
whenever an opportunity presented itself. These men should be given
instructions in drill and should be trained to face the police lathis instead
of running away as they did at present.
Seven prisoners released from Visapur were taken in procession by the
Parel Village Prabhat Pheri Mandal yesterday evening in the Parel
locality. About 200 people took part in the procession which ended in
the compound of Govindrao Dadaji where a meeting was held under the
presidentship of M. N. Talpade. Speeches were made congratulating the
released prisoners and appealing to the people to join the Congress
struggle and carry out the boycott programme.
Under the auspices of the Nationalist Christian Party a public meeting
was held at Dhuru Hall, Dadar, on the evening of the 14th. Miss Ida
Dickinson presided. Although the meeting was intended for the Indian
Christians, the audience of about 75 persons was mainly composed of
Hindus. Speeches were made by the president, Govind Shanker Kant,
Mrs. Tilak, Kulkarni and one Sequeira appealing to the Indian Christians
not to keep aloof from the present but to join the Congress, boycott all
British goods and give up liquor. They said that when all the other
communities were unitedly supporting the national cause, it was also
the duty of the Christians to do likewise.
The F Ward District Congress Committee held a meeting of about
500 workers from the Sewri Cotton Green at Sewri yesterday at which
Waman P. Kabadi presided. The president, Miss Chhatre, Babu Kalyani
and others exhorted the workers to join the Congress, boycott foreign
cloth and British goods and give up liquor.
At the meeting of the managing committee of the Young Workers'
League held yesterday evening at Bagha Mansion No. 1, Lalbaug, at
which N. S, Desai presided. About 40 members including S. V. Deshpande, D. V. Deshpande, Vasant Khale, V. B. Purandare, Miss Pramila
Ranadive, N. T. Tawde and K. S. Bandivdekar were present. After the
present unemployment problem hi the citv was discussed, a committee
of 10 members was formed to examine thoroughly the question and
ascertain the actual figures of unemployed with a view to finding some
means of relieving their distress.
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The Bombay Provincial Congress Committee has opened a camp for
released satyagrahis at Keshav Baug, Princess Street, and about 100
satyagrahis have been staying there since yesterday.
committee of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee
mills banned
started influencing officials of Indian states to push the sales of their
goods in their states. The committee requests the Merchants not to
have any dealings with such mills.
At the annual general meeting of the Hosiery Merchants' Association,
K. N. Kafrak said that the Indian merchants had given a severe blow
to Lancashire and to the whole of England by the boycott movement.
He said that according to Gandhi it was the merchants who had lost
India and, therefore, if they had any self-respect they must now unite
and show their strength to the whole world.
I attach a cutting from the Bombay Chronicle of the 15th giving the
programme of the war council in connection with the election on the 18th.
I also attach copies of 2 handbills in English issued by one J. K. Patel,
one entitled 'Boycott Ballad' and the other 'Boycott', together wih a
translation of a third handbill in Marathi showing the effect of the
boycott on the mill industry. These were distributed extensively in the
mill area during the last two days.
The Parel Workshop of the B. B. and C. I. Railway which was closed
on account of the rain, re-opened today.
Messrs. James Finlay & Co. Ltd., agents of Finlay and Swan Mills,
have notified the workers of these mills that the mills which were to be
closed from the 15th instant would not be closed until the 30th September.
The Management of the Kohinoor Mill belonging to Messrs. Killick
services of 390 operatives of the
Nixon &
weaving department from today as there is no work for them. The
operatives of this mill had already been informed on the 1st that their
services would be dispensed with at 24 hours' notice,
^ • a t t a c h the following!
1
1. Bi-weekly 'Dynamite? of the 9th September.
2
2. Bi-weekly 'Dynamite' of the 13th September.
3
3. Bomby Congress Bulletin of the 12 Septembebr.
4. Bombay Congrss Bulletin of the 13th.
5. Boycott supplement Congress Bulletin of the 14th.
Everything is very quiet in Bombay at present.
BOMBAY CHRONICLE
15th September 1930,
The immediate programme before the local Congress Committee
appears to be to carry out a thorough boycott of the forthcoming Council
elections,
Mrs. Ramiben Kamldar, president of the Bombay War Council declared,
in this connection, that the Congress had determined to see that the
1

to 4 Enclosures not reproduced.
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elections proved another fiasco. It will be recalled that when the elections
were held last time, floods helped the Congress picketers and the elections
had to be postponed.
" This time we will flood the polling booths with our volunteers " said
Mis. Kamdar. The elections fall on September 18 and a contigent of
500 lady volunteers and an equally large number of male volunteers have
been kept ready for vigorously picketing the polling booths.
The election is tor three seats from the Bombay City (South) nonMahomadan constituency and four candidates are contesting. They are
Sir Vasantrao Dabholkar, Mr. M. Ramchandra Bhat, Dr. Alban D'Souza
and Dr. R. T. Nariman.
Free translation of a pamphlet issued by one J. K. Patel for the mill
workers.
The Bombay mills are suffering from the well known cause. Country
crackers have advised an operation. They have advised to cut the right
hand of the mill industry by the boycott scalpel. (Boycott might be a
successful remedy foir political achievement.)
An effort is made below to show the effect of the boycott on the mill
workers and their dependents. Twenty five per cent of the Bombay
business depends on the mill industry. On account of this boycott 34„00O
mill workers are out of employ. One lac of people are dependent for
their livelihood on the 34,000 workers. These 34,000 earn about 145 lacks
of rupees per year. On account of these 34,000 workers 2\ lacks of
cotton bales are utilised every year.
It is not only the workers and their dependents that suffer on, account
of this boycott, but the business of Bombay will also be affected, thereby.
So also thousands of cotton producing peasants will suffer.
Don't you think that this is a great peril? If honesty and greatness
of mind were to win the day, every spimdle, merchants, shopkeeper,
hawker, rich man and poor man would have been benefited by the
swadeshi movement.
There is only one remedy for this unemployment due to the closing of
the mills and that is unity and mutual confidence. Then the mill industry
will flourish. The working of all the mills will help lot in the present
Swadeshi movement.
Real Swadeshi means profit. The boycott ban on the Bombay Mills
is nothing but destruction.
For the mill workers,
J. K. PATEL
Poibavdi, Bombay.
BOMBAY CONGREES BULLETIN
13th September 1930.

No. 124
THE NEW WAR COUNCIL

Mrs
Vice-President: Sjt. Dalpatram Pathak
Secretary: Sjt. K. C. S. Pannikar.
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Members:
Miss Dilshad Saiyad, Editor, Congress Bulletin, Sjt. Surendra H.
Daru.
G. O. C. of the Volunteeer Corps., Sardar Jamiat Singh.
JB. P. C. C«

President: Mrs. Ramiben Kamdar.
Vice-President: Sjt. Dalpatram Pathak.
//. Hon. Secretaries : Sjts. K. C. S. Pannikar
Parikh.
•

*

and

Jagmohandas

*

BY AUTHORITY OF OUR COUNTRY.—The Free Press Journal has
published a statement supposed to have been made by a prominent
member of the War Council regarding the Congress Bulletin. As the
identity of thej War
fictitious- For
War
ment inferring by implicating the Congress Bulletin was an unauthorised
newsheet. As we recognise no authority than that of the Congress we
may make it known that our Bulletin is published by authority of the
Congress. As we shall recognise no Government than our Government
and as we have a supreme contempt for this present Government of this
country which presumes to lay down laws for us, we shall go on inIts orders
Government
For we live by authority of our country
cannot
defeat
and not even the meanest might of the British Government
Motherland
our aim as it cannot thwart the great purpose
achieve Freedom.
*

*

*
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 4865/H/3717

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 16th September 1930

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 4840/H/3717, dated the 16th September 1930.
Yesterday the toddy shops at Carnac Road and Jambli Street were
not picketed.
Picketing of foreign cloth shops was continued on the 15th as usual.
In the Fort the foreign cloth shops were picketed by 14 women volunteers
of the Hindustani Seva Dal. There was no picketing at Carnac Bunder
d Wadi Bunder Goc
The two volunteers,
Wadi
12th, who were
Surgeo
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a fine of Rs. 30 each, but the fine was not paid. One of them was
found to be between 16 and 17 years of age while the other was found
to be below 16. The following is the result of the cases against the
7 volunteers arrested at Carnac Bunder on the 13th. : —
Da'e cf
arrest
13-9-30

No. of
No. of convicfiens en
arrests
15-9-30
.. 7 ..
.. 4 to 5 months' R. I.
2 to 3 months' R. I.
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized on the 15th : —
Police Station
Esplanade ..
Pvdhonie
..
Lamingtort Road
Do. »

No. cf copies
..
3 Congress Bulletins
.. 27
Do.
.. 256 Upnagar Patrikas
. . 1 8 PrabhatPheriBulletins

A meeting of about 40 Punjabi youths was held at the local Arya
Samaj Hall, Kakadwadi, yesterday evening for the purpose of congratulating the four Punjabi prisoners who were recently released from
Visapur Jail after the completion of their sentence iin connection with the
Wadala Salt raid. Sardar Jamiat Singh presided and speeches were
made by R. C. Lambha, Gurcharan Singh, Kharak Singh, Karbanslal,
Shri Kisen and Diwan Chand congratulating Rattan Chand, Girdhari Lai,
Govind Ram and Dwarkadas on their release and exhorting the audience
to join the movement like brave soldiers. The question of the formation
of a Punjabi National Corps was also discussed, but in the absence of
any influential Punjabi merchants no definite decision was arrived at.
A conversational meeting of about 14 members of the Bombay Youth
League, including M. H. Vakil, G. D. Koppikar, D. S. Koppikar and
A. A. Shaikh, was held at Madan House, Hughes Road, yesterday
evening. Some members, who did not understand some of the items of
the manifesto issued recently by the League, put questions and
A. A. Shaikh explained how the programme chalked out in the manifesto
cc Id be practically carried out. The meeting lasted for an hour.
Under the auspices of the Muslim Rashtriya Seva Mandal, a meeting
of about 250 Khoja and other Muhammadan ladies was held yesterday
afternoon
at
Noor Baug, Mazagaon under the presidentship of
Mrs. Cassambhoy Mohamed Kasam Mitha, when appeals were made by
several speakers to those present to use Swadeshi articles.
The Congress Committee is still trying to get the workers to enlist as
volunteers of the Congress and in this connection the Hindustani Seva
Dai distributed Marathi leaflets in the mill area telling the workers that
the Congress leaders were working for the release of the Meerut prisoners
along with other political prisoners and, therefore, it was the dutv of the
workers to give at least one soldier from each household to the Seva Dal.
I attach a translation of the leaflet.
The satyagraha committee has decided to carry on intensive propaganda
in connection with the boycott of the Council election which is fixed for

the 18th. Volunteers will go round the city distributing leaflets asking
people not to vote for the candidates, and there will be a procession on
Wednesday which will start from the Congress House and, after going
through the principal streets of Girgaum and Kalbadevi, proceed to the
Esplanade Maidan where a public meeting will be held. This morning
about a hundred volunteers left Congress House in four motor lorries
with placards asking people to boycott the election. They went along
vSandhurst Road and through Girgaum. There is going to be vigorous
picketing at the Town Hall on the day of the election by the female
members of the Hindustani Seva Dal and it is understood that instead
of simply requesting voters not to vote, the pickets will prevent their
entrance by forming a cordon at the entrance by joining hands. This is,
however, not officially announced yet.
1

I attach a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin of the 15th .
I attach a photo copy of the boycott Committee agreement, signed by
the various millowners of Bombay except E. D. Sassoon, James Finlay
2
and Killick Nixon .
Free translation of a Marathi handbill issued under the signature of
All India Hindustani Seva Dal.
Is not the Congress which is striving hard for the liberation of the
Meerut Prisoners for the workers ?
(

What did the Commander of the Hindustani
leaders of the workers ?

Seva Dal do for the

The following is from the letter bearing the signatures of Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru, the Commander of the Hindustani Seva Dal, and the
President ot the Congress, his father Pandit Motilal Nehru and the
Secretary Said Mahmud in connection with the recent peace negotiations.—
Lord Irwin's reply in regard to the liberation of the prisoners is unsatisfactory. He cannot even dare to promise to set at liberty the nonviolent law breakers. He suggests that everything depends on the local
Government. In this connection we will never place our faith in the
local Governmants and the local officials ; but even leaving aside this
item, there is not a single reference to other political prisoners in the
letter of Lord Irwin. Before the beginning of the Civil Disobedience
Movement many a Congress leader and others have been sent to jail for
poetical offences. This includes the Meerut political prisoners. Thev
have been kept in suspense for the last year and a half in jails. In our
joint letter we have clearly stated that they must be set free.
This letter has stopped the mouths of those busy bodies who are
trying to caluminate the Congress. Every worker should put implicit
faith in the assuring tone of the President Commander and should become
a Congress member and a soldier of the Seva Dal for the deliverance
of the leaders. Should not the Seva Dal and the Sevika Dal expect
one soldier from the room of every worker ?
1

and

2

Enclosures net reproduced. *
*
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HEAD POLICE OFFICE
CONFIDENTIAL
No. 4937/H/3717
Bombay, 17th September 1930.
My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 4865/H/3717, dated the 16th
September 1930.
Picketing of foreign cloth shops was continued in almost all the wards
of the city on the 16th. Fourteen female volunteers of the Hindustani
Seva Dal picketed the cloth shops in the Fort. There was no picketing
Wadi
Ma
on bail. His case has been postponed to the 22nd.
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized on the 16th :

Police Station
Pydhonie
Dongn

No. of copies
..
..

..
..

7 Congress Bulletins
27 Congress Bulletins

The Lamington Road Police seized 3 copies of the book on Dharasana
which were being sold on the road.
On the evening of the 15th a Congress volunteer named Rajaram
Vinayak Appa, a Kamati by caste, went to the third floor of Dwarkadas
Lalubhai Building, Bapu Khote Street, and attempted to commit rape on
a Gujerati woman residing there. The woman raised an alarm and the
people living in the building rushed to her assistance and assaulted the
volunteer who was subsequently removed to the J. J. Hospital by the
police. The complaint of the woman, Sunderbai w/o Amerchand, has
been recorded by the Maharbouri Police under sections 376, 511, and
451 I. P. Code and the volunteer will be placed before a Magistrate on
his discharge from the hospital.
A batch of Congress volunteers went about in the mill area yesterday
evening in a lorry asking people not to vote at the Council election on
the 18th. They also distributed Marathi leaflets issued by the Bombay
Satyagraha Committee appealing to the people not to vote. A translation of the leaflet is attached.
District
Wad
presided and about 200 people were present. The president, Jagmohan
Parekh, Jamnadas Madhavji Mehta, Mrs. Shantaben, D. S. Babrekar. and
Durgashankar Bhat appealed to the people not to vote at the Council
election. Jamnadas M. Mehta asked the people not to go near the polling booths and thereby run the risk of becoming victims of Police lathi
charges. He said that the Councils were not places where the voice of
the people was heard but places where scandal was talked.
Expecting that B. N. Taralkar would be convicted yesterday, the G
Ward District Congress Committee held a meeting near the Bombay
Improvement Trust Chawl No. 10 at DeLisle Road to congratulate him.
About 130 millhands attended. Bhimrao Powar presided. The people

512
were however surprised to see Taralkar coming to the meeting after
his release on bail. The president, Mansing Jagtap and one Pathare
made short speeches congratulating Taralkar on his courage and sacrifice
in the cause of the country and asking the people to join the Congress
struggle without fear of jail. B. N. Taralkar said that he was not afraid
of being prosecuted for asking the people to do their duty. While he
was on bail he would repeat that offence several times and would also
try to spread disaffection amongst the police.
j

Under ethe auspices of the Bombay You h League a public meeting
was held last night at Napoo Hall, Matunga, under the presidentship of
Dr. G. Y. Chitnis. About 150 persons, mostly South Indians, were
present. Sunder P. Kabadi congratulated the Youth League on their
manifesto drawing the attention of the rank and file of the Congress to
the necessity for the expansion of the present Congress movement. He
said that though the present programme had created a mass awakening
amongst the people for political freedom, they were still following a
negative policy. It was necessary, he suggested, that this awakening
should be directed towards the practical assertion of the right of selfdetermination. He condemned the attitude of the super revolutionaries
and super-Communists, who, he said, were actually helping the
MacDonald Government by exhorting the workers to go agjarnst the
Congress. A. A. Shaikh supported the manifesto of the Youth League
and condemned Mr. Jayakar and Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru as traitors who
had taken upon themselves the dirty task of destroying the force of the
national struggle. He also condemned the Pseudo-revolutionaries and
Communists who, in the name of revolution, were helping the bureaucracy
in committing innumerable atrocities on the people. Finally, he appealed
to the people to support the manifesto which should be acceptable to
those who were exploited by the foreigners, including the police and the
military. D. V. Deshpande (brother of S. V. Deshpande of the Girni
Kamgar Union) criticised the manifesto as unworkable. He asked what
was the use of issuing such manifestos without first achieving freedom.
The president, while associating himself with all the basic principles and
the programme laid down in the manifesto, told the people that if they
wanted freedom they could not sever their connection with the Congress
movement. A printed leaflet containing extracts from the manifesto was
distributed among the audience.
This morning a procession of about 100 volunteers was taken out from
the office of the Bhuleshwar District Congress Committee and went along
Princess Street, Shaikh Memon Street, Bhuleshwar, Girgaum Back Road
to the Congress House, from where it returned to Kalbadevi via Girgaum
Road. A cloth placard asking the people to boycott the election was
carried and the people were asked by the volunteers not to vote on the
day of the election.
A batch of about 100 Congress volunteers went from the Congress
House this morning in a lorry to carry on propaganda for the boycott of
the Council election.
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Although the satyagraha committee talks about sending out 500 volunteers, it is understood that only 130 female volunteers of the Hindustani
Seva Dal will actually go to picket at the Town Hall tomorrow morning.
There will also be a few male volunteers with cloth placards who will
stand at the entrance. It is stated that the members of the Desh Sevika
Sangh will not take any part in the picketing at the polling booths.
In connection with the Swadeshi propaganda, Mrs. Nalinibai Dalvi,
wife of V. G. Dalvi, Principal of the Law College, and Mrs. Ranade, the
daughter-in-law of the late Mr. Justice Ranade, having recently formed
an association called the Stree Seva Sangh for the purpose of giving
industrial training to Indian women and starting small industries
in Bombay to help the women. The Sangh has already made a beginning
by manufacturing ink, washing soap, betel-nuts in small packets, etc.
The cm cc of the Stree Seva Sangh is situated at 345, Girgaum Road.
With a view to starting propaganda amongst children, the Hindustani
Seva Dal has organised a Bal Dal of about 100 children who are sent
out in various localities to get the children to sign a pledge that they
will not rise foreign crackers and fire-works in the ensuing Divali holidays
and that they wiM also induce their parents not to purchase such
articles.
Please see the Director, Intelligence Bureau's secret letter No. S.A.-286KWI, dated the 13th September 1930. After consultation with the
Deputy Commissioner of Police, Special Branch, I decided to search the
following pjaces under Ordinance No. VII of 1930. I included Kweit
and Somers in the search because otherwise they would have had the
opportunity of doing away with anything incriminating that may be in
their possession.
Names of places searched
1. Mrs. Suhasini Nambiar's residence on the 4th floor of Navsari
Chambers, Hornby Road.
2. Miss Mrinalini Chattopadhyaya's residence at No. 5, Napier
Road, Fort.
3.' Office of the Girni Kamgar Union, Abdulla Building, Parel.
4. Office of the Young Workers' League, Bagha Mansion No. 1,
Lalbaug.
5. Office of the Bombay Municipal Workmen's Union, Foras Road.
6. S. V. Deshpande's residence at Khandke Building, No. 9, Dadar.
7. R. M. Jambhekar's residence at Sri Bhawan, Matunga.
8. N. W. Kweit's residence at Malabar Hill.
9. M. Somers' residence at Cuffe Parade, Colaba.
A fairly large quantity of unauthorised cyclostyled news sheets, prohibited and Communist literature were seized in the search of all except
Somers and Kweit. A separate report will be sent in due course after
examination of the documents found.
1
1 attach a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin of the 16th.
Free translation of a Marathi handbill issued by the Satyagraha
Committee, Bombay, against Elections.
1

Enclosure not reproduced.
A-116—33—A.
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Citizens of Bombay.
Take good care not to give your votes to any Indian, thus preventing
him from entering the exhibition of mechanical dolls of the British
Empire.
Raise the reputation of Bombay by not registering a single vote.
Remember what the other towns did in this respect. The other day at
Nadiad only 32 votes were registered out of 7000 votes. And in order
to gain these 32 votes, the Police had to imprison 300 volunteers.
In Ahmedabad for the sake of only one vote, the Police were forced
to arrest one batch of lady volunteers, and during the whole day their
efforts were crowned with the registration of only 3 votes. In the
Bombay Presidency at each and every place not only did the Police
arrest volunteers both male and female, but even beat them mercilessly.
Citizens of Bombay, would you like to go to the Town Hall to register
your votes in the face of lathi charges on the backs of the satyagrahis ?
Would you like to bear patiently the insult hurled at our women by the
Police simply for the sake of allowing the honourable members to strut
about ?
Citizens of Bombay, it is in your hands to save the prestige of your
motherland. Prove by facts and figures that you are true sons of the
mothcrland.^^^H^^^I^^^^H^^^I^^^^^^^^H^HB^^^^H^H
ELECTIONS
Elections to the Provincial Legislative Council and the
Assembly
look place on 18 September. These coincided with the decline in the
Civil Disobedience Movement
The Congress had boycotted the
elections, while the Moderates and representatives of vested interests
reaped the harvest by getting elected. The Moderates and other
power-seeking interests were also preparing to cittend the Round Tabic
Conference. The poll dropped sharply. In Bombay
Province the.
voting was the lowest as compared to other provinces. The Hindu urban
vote in Bombay Province declined from 35.59 per cent in 1926 to
8 per cent in 1930y the corresponding percentages for Muslim
Urban
votes being 36.5 and 12. This was a feather in the cap of Congressmen
in Bombay and Gujarat. The decline in the poll was due to Congress
picketing as well as to abstention of Congress candidates from e'ketions.
The enthusiasts of the Round Table Conference were preparing a
wound for their sectarian demands. Those enthusiastic about the
Conference included Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, Barrister Jayakar, Shaukat
Ali, Jinnah, Chbnanlctl Setalvad, phiroze Sethna, and B. S. Munje.
Thcv
were all careful in avoiding to take any sides, neither pro-Congress nor
pro'Government.
By and large, it was claimed by the Congress* they
did not represent the Indian people. Surprising!y, Jayakar went to
London as a representative of the Hindu Mahasabha.
The candidates elected to the Bombay Legislative Council, in spite of
Congress opposition, included Dr. R. T. Nariman {in no way connected
A-115—33—B.
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with Veer K. F. Nariman), Sir Vasantrao
Alban DeSouza.

Dabholkar

and

Captain J
Editor
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 4956/H/3717

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 18th September 1930.

Dear Mr. Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 4932/H/3717, dated the 17th September 1930.
Picketing of foreign cloth shops was continued in almost all the wards
of the city on the 17. Yepterday, however, shops were picketed on
Masjid Bunder Road, Chakla Street, Poibavdi and Dadar only as the
volunteers were busy at the Town Hall in connection with the boycott of
the Court-;il election. There was no picketing at Carnac Bunder and
Wadi Bunder Goods Yards on either of these days.
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized in Bombay :
Date
17-9-30

Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
18-9-30
Dc.
Do.
Dc.

Police Station

No.

of copies

Palton Road
Pydhonie . .
Dcngri
Maharbcuri
Lamingtcn Road
Bhoiwada ..

40 Peshawar Patrika
41 Congress Bulletins
6
Do.
44
Dc.
78
Do.
40
Do.

Pydhonie
Lamington
Lamington
Bhoiwada

2
Do.
19 Sedition
19 Congress Bulletins
11
Do.

..
Road
Road
..

Palton
mornine
Road Police Station were asking the hawkers on the pavement on Hornby
Road to move on when a Parsi named Rustom Nowroji intervened and
created a scene. He was arrested and charged for disorderly behaviour.
Ma
at
the Esplanade Police Court and the case was postponed.
In connection with the boycott of the Council election, the Bombay
Provincial Congress Committee took out a procession of about 300 persons
from the Congress House on the evening of the 17th. It consisted of
released Visapur prisoners, Congress volunteers, Desh Sevikas and some
members of the public and was led by Mrs. Ramibai Kamdar, Dalpatram
Pathak, K.C.S. Pannikar, Jagmohan Parikh and Jamiat Singh. Fifteen
cloth placards bearing the inscriptions "Down with the Assembly *\
Every vote recorded is against your country's freedom", " D o not vote
and save your country's soul", etc., were carried in procession along
with two pictures which were carried on a motor bus. One of them
showed a barber, dhobi and a sweeper on their way to the Council and
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the other showed the polling booth with the women volunteers persuading voters to desist from voting and the police ready with their lathis
and revolvers. The procession went along Girgaum Back Road, C. P.
Tank, ThaKurdwar, Girgaum Road, Princess Street, Jhaveri Bazaar,
Kalbadevi Road and went to the Esplanade Maidan. The processionists
shouted slogans.
After the procession reached the Esplanade Maidan a meeting was
held which was attended by about 8,000 persons including about 400
wome/fi. Mrs. Ramibai Kamdar, presided. The president, Dalpatram
Pailiak, Haji Nur Ahmed, Abdul Rahman Kassam Mitha, Mrs. Kantaben
Khandwalla, Mrs. Gangaben Patel and J. N. Panthaki made speeches in
which they asked the people not to go to the polling station the next day
to eive their votes. Mrs. Kamdar said that Vithalbhai J. Patel had
alreaviy told them about the futility of the legislatures in which the
power rested with the Viceroy and the Governors and that is why the
Congress had decided to boycott these institutions. Dalpatram Pathak
said that the Councils were not representative of the masses but only of
the plutocrats.
The Congress was the only realty representative body
which could speak in the name of the masses of the country. Haji Noor
Muhammad Ahmed said that after boycotting the election they had
another duty to do ?nd that was to give a send-off to those people who
were going to the Round Table Conference in defiance of the mandate
of the Congress. He condemned Shaukat Ali's threat to the people in
the Roznama-t-KhUafat that if the people made a demonstration at the
time of the departure of the ddeeates for Europe there would be HhiduMoslem trouble in Bombay. The speaker said that the people had
every right to hold such demonstrations. Abdul Rahman Kassam Mitha
said that the Council election was a farce and he pitied those who would
J?O to polish the boots of the officials there. Handbills were distributed
both in the procession and at the meeting.
At the annual Waz organised by the cutlery merchants and other shopkeepers of Mutton Street held on the night of the 17th, Shaukat Ali
addressed an audience of about 200 Muhammadans after the Waz
vising them to keep aloof from the Civil Disobedience Movement. He said that at the present juncture they should neither side with
the Government nor with the Congress. He asked the Mussalmans to
organise themselves and to do nothing rash before they saw what the
result of the Round Table Conference was.
The election to the Bombay Council from the non-Muhammadan constituency took place at the Town Hall yesterday. Although the polling
was to commence at 8 a.m. people started coming to the Town Hall
much earlier. The Congress volunteers were also on the scene and
were keeping the crowds back. A batch of about 20 female volunteers
came on the scene at about 7-30 a.m. and starting picketing at the foot
of the steps leading to the Town Hall. Several Congress volunteers
came along with cloth placards bearing the inscriptions "Don't vote at
the election", "Dowm with the Assembly", "Every vote recorded is
against your country's freedom", "Stop your vote and save your country's
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soul", "Councils are bureaucracy's talk-shops", etc., in Gujerati and
English, and they took up their siland with these placards on the side
of the roads leading to the Town Hall. The female pickets shouted to
the voters as they got down from the motor cars not to vote for the
sake of the country and in many cases they even tried to obstruct them
from going up the steps. The voters had, therefore, to be escorted by
the police as far as the steps. The people who had collected on the
road also shouted to the voters not to vote and when they went up in
spite of the appeal of the female pickets they cried shame. As some of
the female pickets actually obstructed the passage of the voters to the
booths, they were arrested at about 8 O'clock. As they were marched
to the police vans the crowds pressed forward and had to be pushed
back on to the footpaths. Not long after the departure of the first batch
of female volunteers, another batch was brought up from the Sassoon
building opposite the Town Hall where they had established their headquarters. They ailso followed the same tactics and were arrested after
some time. The female picketers were generally quiet for about 10
minutes and then finding that voters were going in inspite of their protests they used to join hands and cause physical obstruction. In all 382
female volunteers were arrested and sent to the Esplanade Police Station.
Besides these 19 males, including some Congress volunteers were arrested
for picketing or for disorderly behaviour. Some Sikh women who tried
to obstruct motor cars voters near the Sassoon Building by standing
in front of the cars were also arrested. The voters in the morning
were mostly Parsis and Christians and a few Hindus. By 11-30 a.m.
Ramchandra Bhatt seeing that his chances of success were very remote,
withdrew his candidature after consultation with 'the other candidates.
This announcement was received with a mixed feeling of satisfaction
and indignation. Some people shouted " Ramchandra Bhatt Ki Jai",
"Congress Ki Jai", and others were cursing him for defying the Congress
mandate. Sir Vasantrao came in for a good deal of abuse from the
people because the general belief was that the arrests were being made
at his instance. After Ramchandra Bhatt's withdrawal the Sevikas were
withdrawn but as the voting continued they were sent back to picket in
the same manner, as before. The people however, continued to collect
on the roads leading to the town Hall. The polling went on till 6 p.m.
and the picketing was continued till then. The last three batches of ihe
female volunteers who stood in front of the Town Hall a few minutes
before six were not arrested. After six they went in procession to the
Esplanade Maidan where a meeting was held, I released the 382 female
volunteers who were detained in the Esplanade Police Station, at about
6-30 p.m. and they also marched in procession to the place of the meeting. Out of the 19 male pickets arrested during the course of the day 7
have been charged under the Picketing Ordinance while the remaining
12 were charged for disorderly behaviour. The case of the latter was
postponed till tomorrow, while the former were tried this afternoon.
The result was as follows : —
2 convicted and sentenced to 4 months' R. I. Cases against 5 have
been postponed to the 24th.
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In the lathi charges and the general stampede that followed about 60
persons received injuries and of these 30 are reported to have been
detained in the Congress Hospital. In most cases when crowds were
being dispersed the Police found it sufficient to strike their lathis on the
road. Many persons received injuries by falling down and being trampled upon by the crowd.
The news about the arrest of the female volunteers and the lathi
charges was soon spread in the city by the Congress volunteers with the
result that some shops in the Hindu localities of Girgaum, Kalbadevi
and Mandvi were closed in afternoon. The lathi charges were not
severe. In fact, they were mild compared with happenings on previous
occasions.
In addition to the picketing at the Town Hall Congress volunteers and
about 100 children of the Vanar Sena went about in the town in lorries
and on cycles shouting out "Boycott Councils".
The meeting at the Esplanade Maidan was attended by about 20,000
persons, including 800 ladies. Mrs. Ramibai Kamdar, who presided,
was the only speaker. She congratulated the people of Bombay on
having boycotted the election and paid a tribute to the female volunteers
for their courage and fearlessness in courting arrest. She condemned the
candidates who stood for election in defiance of the mandate of the
Congress and said that they had no compassion for their brothers and
sisters who wqre roughly handled by the police. The number of female
volunteers in the lock-up, she said, clearly showed that there the marked
awakening of the political consciousness of the womanhood of India
which would secure the liberation of the country from bondage at no
distant date. At this time the released female volunteers came to the
meeting and they were again congratulated by Mrs. Kamdar who asked
the other ladies to follow the example by joining as volunteers.
Another meeting was held by the G ward District Congress Committee
at Fergusson Road opposite the Satyanarayan Temple. Dr. J. D. Prabhu
presided over an audience of about 150 persons. The president and
S. A. Gaikwad made speeches congratulating the members of the
Hindustani Seva Dal who courted arrest at the Town Hall and condemning the Police for their lathi charges.
Under the auspices of the Akhil Bharat Charkha Sangh a meeting of
about 50 persons was held at Bhatia Mahajanwadi, at Kalbadevi, yesterday evening. In the absence of Mrs. Ramibai Kamdar, Mrs. Motiben
presided. The president and V. V. Jairajani made short speeches
appealing to the people to take to Khaddar and thus solve the problem
of starvation, of the Indian masses. At the close of the meeting the
president opened a Khadi Bhandar on the ground floor of the Mahajanwadi.
The Shahu Prabhat Pheri held a meeting at Nawab Chawl, Lamington
Road, yesterday evening to congratulate B. N. Taralkar on his arrest.
About 100 persons were present. Janardhan Balkrishna Bankar presided. The president, Dr. Bhosle, Syed Nur Ali and Mansingh Jagtap
made speeches congratulating Taralkar on his courage and self-sacrifice
P
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in the cause of the country and advising others to follow his example.
thank
had already courted jail and he was only doing his duty in following them.
He called Sir Vasantrao Dabholkar a traitor to his country and said
that he was responsible for the assaults on their brothers and sisters.
Under the auspices of the Young Workers' League, a meeting of about
Mill
Lalbaug, on the evening of the 18th at whicn M. S. Desai presided.
The president condemn
at the
different workers' institutions and the residences of their leaders on the
17th.
Workers
only about three months ago, was already receiving attention from
Government and the Police. He appealed to those present, who were
under 25 years of age, to become members of the League. S. V. Deshpande
said that the Police had seized all Communist literature and
advised the workers to follow the Communist principles which would
benefit them in the end. He tried to dissuade them from joining the
Congress. He said that conditions in India had forced them to become
Communists. V. H. Kulkarni suggested that there should be an antiimperialists League in order to unite the workers to fight for complete
Independence. The president moved a resolution which was passed
condemning the Police raids and declaring their determination to carry
on the struggle for the emancipation of the working class in India.
1
Attached is a copy of a leaflet issued by J. K. Patel in connection with
the Congress ban on certain mills.
At a meeting of the committee of the East India Cotton Association
held on the 18th the following resolution was passed : —
" Thai this meeting hereby resolves that as a mark of sympathy
towards the present national movement the national flag be hoisted on
the Cotton Exchange Building at Sewri and the same be kept flying in
futeire on all national celebrations and occasions and request the board
to have the flag hoisted with due ceremony on the first occasion
immediately."
Mrs. G. H. S. Captain and Mrs. G. R. Jeebhoy have written a letter
to the Bombay Chronicle (published on the 19th) contradicting the
report that there has been any quarrel between the Desh Sevika Sangh
and the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee.
There is a partial hartal in the city today as a protest against the
lathi charges yesterday. Some schools in the Girgaum and Kalbadevi
localities are closed. The Bhatia High School in Fort was closed on
account of Gandhi's birthday. All the mills, except the Sir Shapurji
Broacha Mill, are working. This mill has observed a hartal on account
of the lathi charges yesterday.
Yesteiday about 500 Congressmen went near Sir Vasantrao Dabholkar's
residence at Chaupatty and created! a demonstration. Some hay was
also burnt. Before the arrival of the Police, however, they dispersed.
Not reproduced being insignificant.
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I attach a cutting from the Bombay Chronicle of the 19th publishing
a statement of R. M. Bhatt regarding the withdrawal or nis candidature
• yesterday.
I also attach (1) a copy of the Congress Bulletin? dated the 17th, (2) a
3
copy of the Revolt of the 17th and (3) a copy of the Congress Bulletin
dated the 18th.
K. J. PETIGARA,
for Commissioner of Police.
P. S.
Between 10-15 and 10-30 a.m. Sir Vasantrao Dabholkar came to me
while I was standing at the foot of the steps of the Town Hall and said
that Ramchandra Bhatt had told him that he was prepared to withdraw
from the election if there was likely to be trouble. Dabholkar suggested
that I should see Ramchandra Bhatt and let him know personally what 1
thought about the prospects of trouble. I went up to Ramchandra
Bhatt's room with Dabholkar and Dabholkar repeated in Bhatt's presence
what he had already said to me. Bhatt then said that all the four candidates should cast lots to decide who should withdraw. Dabholkar either
went for or sent for Dr. Alban D'Souza and Nariman. In the meantime
I had a lew words with Y. G. Pandit the electioneering agent of Bhatt.
He told me that as far as he could judge Bhatt was at the bottom of the
poll so far. I suggested them that if he was not likely to be successful
he might as well make a gracious withdrawal. When Dr. Nariman and
Dr. D'Souza came they said that they would have nothing to do with
the casting of lots as they felt certain of being elected. Dr. D'Souza
then went away and Dabholkar got Bhatt into a corner and with a couple
of others talked about the necessity for someone to withdraw to avoid
unnecessary bloodshed. The someone was of course mild tempered
Bhatt. I learnt from Pandit that Dabholkar was offering to place a sum
of money at Bhatt's disposal to be used for charity purposes if he withdrew, had to leave afi: 10.45 in order to meet His Excellency the
Governor who was arriving from Poona and did not return till 12-15.
It is not true as stated in the Times of India that I participated in the
friendly conference and used my good offices to persuade Bhatt to agree
to the compromise. I first learnt that Bhatt had withdrawn from the
contest from the Collector whom I met at the Victoria Terminus at 11-45.
H. E. the Governor's train happened to be about 45 minutes late. On
my return to the Town Hall at 12-15, I was informed that other parties
had agreed to place Rs. 5,000 at the disposal of Bhatt for charity. Out
of Rs. 5,000 Dabholkar was to pay Rs. 3,500. Nariman Rs. 500 and a
liquor contractor named Kawasji Rs. 1,000. It is not true that half the
amount is to be paid into the Congress Funds. I expected then that
the picketing would be stopped and that it would be possible to withdraw the Police but from conversation which I had with some of the
Congress leader, I found that th^y were not prepared to withdraw the
picketers and run the risk of a large number of voters coming to the
t h
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polls. If that happened they said it would mean that all the efforts of
the Congress to keep people away from the polls would be negatived
and it would appear as if Government had won a victory. So inspite
of the withdrawal of Bhatt there was no change in the situation as far as
I was concerned.
BOMBAY CHRONICLE
Mr. RAMCHANDRA BHATT WITHDRAWS.—Mr. R. M. Bhatt
has issued the following statement: —
The elections for the three seats of the Bombay City South nonMahomedan Constituency had been the subject of much discussion,
as it was expected that sensational events might take place on the
election day. At the Council elections held in different parts of this
Presidency, there had been picketing organised by the Congress leading
to lathi charge. To avoid such sad occurrences in Bombay, the candidates for the Mahomedan seats had set a good precedent by casting
lots and eliminating the extra candidate. I made the same suggestion
to my rival candidates, but it was of no avail. As the other candidates did not agree to this the election clash could not be avoided.
However, when polling began this morning batch after batch of
Desk Sevikas were arrested, and later at about 10 a.m., there were also
several lathi charges. I was very much moved at these cruel incidents.
And, though from the votes cast, I was sure of being one of the
successful candidates, I decided to withdraw from the contest, in
order to bring about acessation of arrests and lathi charges. With the
sole motive of saving ladies and young men from injuries, I came to
this decision. At the time of the Bardoli Satyagraha movement. I
stepped in to save the peasantry from harassment, and with the same
motive I have withdrawn from the contest today.
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
>

No. 128.
Bombay, 18th September 1930.
The inevitable has happened Voters, too loyal to let the opportunity of
expressing their loyalty to His Britannic Majesty by casting their votes
for some candidate or the other for the Legislative Council, had managed
to come very early in the morning lest the fair pickets moved their heart
and stopped them from voting. At 7-30 a.m., the Police appeared on
the scene. Soon followed the armed mounted sowars. The Police and
the Sergeants made a cordon near the steps of the Town Hall, so that
the ladies may not come too near the Polling Booth. The lady pickets—
the Desk Sevikas and the lady volunteers of the Hindustani Seva Dal
and the National Brigade—came punctually at 7-35 a.m. and made a
cordon so that they can stop voters when the polling started at 8 a.m.
The Loyalists already inside voted and came out, amidst th e jeers of a
great crowd of people gathered outside. But no outside voters came till
8-30.
The police were rather disappointed with this, and they arrested the
batch if 20 volunteers that was picketing there. That batch included
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Miss Sardesai and Miss Laxmibai Surji Vallabhdas. These arrested were
followed by fresh volunteers, which took their stand. At 9-30 a.m. the
second batch of 22 Desh Sevikas was arrested.
DANIEL HEALEP BEGINS WORK.—Simultaneously with the arrests
of the lady volunteers, Mr. D. Healey dressed in Mufti, inaugurated the
lathi assaults. And his hounds did the rest.
At 10 a.m. a third batch of 15 >lady volunteers was arrested, and taken
away to the Esplanade Lock-up. The ladies were all cheerful and sang
the national songs on their way.
Tlie picketing now has 'taken the role of mass picketing. Every one
of ihe thousands gathered there is a picket. He shouts, he jeers, he
requests, somqtimes even stops the voters' cars by lying down before them
and enduring and withstanding the lathi charges. I h e iadieis who had
come to witness have volunteered to do the regular picketing work, but
Desh Sevikas, too, would not let this unique opportunity go unheeded.
They, too, are enthusiastic about picketing and the whole force of the
Desh Sevikas is concentrated on the Town Hall.
1
The whole crowded area is full of zeal and enthusiasm and if there is
any one who has the moral courage to pass through the whole contingent of public pickets, he meets the last cordon of ladies. But the
sergeants do not tail to do their duty. They roughly break the cordon
of the ladies and make way for the loyal voter to go and vote. We do
not want to comment on tne behaviour of the Sergeants, except that they
display their usual meanness and callousness.
Amongst the voters, very unfortunately, the Parsis were predominant.
We saw an old Parsi lady, bent double with age and who could hardly
walk, was brought there to record her vote. But it musit not be forgotten
also that the leader of the pickets is a Parsi lady, Mrs. Goshiben Captain,
and there are a lot of Parsis who have taken part in mass picketing.
The number of Hindus and Muslims is very low, and at about 8-20 a.m.
we saw a llock of some 15 Hindus came and breaking the cordon of
the ladies went up the steps, but we were surprised to find that they
were not voters but brought there perhaps to act as Agent Provocators.
We do not know what is the state of mind of the Candidates. Are
they made of so stern a stuff that they can stand unmoved and see all
these scene with indifferent obduracy?
Stop Press : Sit Ramchandra Bhatt withdrew at 11 a.m. The voting
is still going on and consequently the picketing.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 4988/H/3717

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 20th September 1930.

Dear Mr. Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 4956/H/3717, dated the 19th September 1930.

There was no general picketing yesterday as many of the foreign cloth
shops were closed on account of the hartal. A few volunteers, however,
picketed some of the shops which remained open in the various wards
of the city. There was no picketing at the two railway goods yards.
Two volunteers were noticed standing outside the post offices at Mandvi
and Barbhai Moholla in order to see whether any foreign cloth was being
despatched up-country by post. They did not interfere with anybody.
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized on the 19th : —
Police Station
Princess Street
Pyuhonie
..
Maharbouri
Pydhonie
.•
Lamington Road
Do.
Gamdevi
..

No. of copies
..
..
..
..
..
..
..

13 Congress Bulletins
230
Do.
7
Do.
9 Suburban Patrikas
96 Congress Bulletins
1 Young India
9 Bomb Patrika

The cases of the 12 persons who were arrested at the Town Hall on
the 18th for disorderly behaviour, which were postponed to this morning,
were decided as under : —
2 fined Rs. 25
Z,

1
1

• v

-

. . . .
• •

• •

* J

in default 1 day's S.I.
• •

10
1 Ow

• •

1 bound over in a sum of Rs. 20 to be of good behaviour for 3 months.
5 were discharged on expressing their regret.

To celebrate Gandhii Jayanti the Akhil Bharat Prabhatpheri Sangh
arranged for a flag salution ceremany on the Chaupatity sands yesterday
arranging. About a thousand persons belonging to the various prabhai
pheris in Bombay visited the places and went away after saluting the
flag and singing Congress- songs.
About 500 children, belonging to the various schools in the Girgaum
and Kalbadevi localities, who had absented themselves from their schools
yesterday partly due to the Gandhi Jayanti and partly as a protest
against the lithi charges at Town Hall, went to the Congress House at
about 11-30 a.m. yesterday with Congress flags and from there they went
to the Robert Money School and succeeded in bringing out a few students.
A meeting was then held in the compound opposite the Congress House
when they were addressed by A. H. Kulkarni who asked them to be
peaceful and united. After the meeting they paraded the street in
Girgaum locality and then dispersed.
At 2 p.m., yesterday four constables of the Maharbouri Police Station
arrested 6 hawkers for causing obstruction at Bhuleshwar Kabutarkhana.
While they were being taken to the Police Station, a crowd of about
500 persons collected and rescued the hawkers. The Inspector has been
instructed to restore the lost prestige of the Sarkar in the locality in
which this incident occurred.
A procession of about 250 boys of the vanar sena was taken out from
Argyle Road in Mandvi yesterday afternoon. They carried placards with
the inscriptions "Destroy the blood-sucking bureaucracy", " Boycott
foreign goods", "Swaraj by thread", "Inqilab Zindabad", etc., and a

524
large picture of Gandhi. The procession went about the Mandvi, Kalba
devi and Princess Street localities and dispersed at Dongri Street. The
boys shouted the usual slogans along the route.
Under the auspices of the Parsi Rajkiya Sabha, a meeting of Parsis
was held at the Sir Cowasji Jehangir Hall yesterday evening to consider
the attitude of the community towards the Round Table Conference.
K. K. Suntoke presided and about a thousand Parsis attended. I attach
a cutting from the Bombay Chronicle of date giving a detailed report of
the proceedings.
The Swadeshi Pracharak Samiti held a meeting at Panch Khata
premises, Haines Road, yesterday evening to celebrate Gandhi Jayanti.
About 150 millhands attended. Ajim Saheb Tayabji presided. The
president, Abdul Majid, B. N. Taralkar, Syed Noor Ali and others made
short speeches eulogising Gandhi's sacrifices in the cause of the country
and appealing to the people to boycott British goods and give up liquor.
The G ward District Congress Committee held a meeting at DeLisle
Road last night to consider the question of boycotting liquor shops in
that iocality. Mrs. Kamalabai Prabhu presided over an audience of
about 150 workers. The president, Dr. J. D. Prabhu, Balkrishna N.
Taralkar, A. D. Prabhu and S. A. Gaikwad made speeches appealing to
the people to boycott the liquor shops, their owners and their servants
even though the Congress had not resumed picketing.
In connection with the Gandhi Jayanti the Mandavi District Congress
Committee held a meeting of about 400 persons at Kharak Bazaar on the
night of the 19th. Dr. J. V. Vora presided. Speeches were made by
the president, Virchand Panachand, Dhirajlal Bhatt, Master Kamdar and
Mrs. Mithiben Jivraj in which they paid a tribute to Gandhi's work Tor
the country and congratulated the female volunteers who courted arrest
at the Town Hall. Mrs. Mithiben Jivraj blamed the women for not
taking sea water to their homes and making salt.
At about 8-15 p.m., yesterday sergeant Rimmer saw a Congress volunteer selling Congress Bulletins near Congress House and when he tried to
seize him, a Congress volunteer named Vishwanath Narayan Joshi caught
the sergeant by the throat. He was soon arrested and marched off to the
Police Station. In the meantime a crowd of about 500 people surrounded P. C. No. 2707/C, P. C. No. 535/C and P. C. No. 2494/C who were
on duty on Lamington Road and hit and kicked them. Some of the
crowd also threw stones at the Police. P. C. No. 535/C sustained injuries
on his left foot and was removed to the hospital for treatment. Officers
and men from the Lamington Road Police Station came quickly on the
scene and they dispersed the crowd. Whiie Sergeant Rimmer was taking
the arrested volunteer to the police station, a Gurkha named Narayen Singh
Gangaram who was at the Congress House, drew his Kukri to assault the
Sergeant and he too was arrested. The volunteer named Vishwanath
Joshi was convicted this morning for disorderly behaviour and sentenced
to a 8 days' rigorous imprisonment while the case against the Gurkha
under the Arms Act for possessing the kukri without a licence 5s postponed till Monday.
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K. F. Nariman was released from the Nasik jail yesterday and he
motored down to Andheri to his brother's residence. It is reported that
he is going to open the Swadeshi Bazaar of the national militia at the
Madhav Baug this evening.
I attach a translation of a Marathi leaflet issued by one Waman
1
Dhondoo repudiating the claim of J. K. Patel to speak on behalf of the
millhands. J. K. Patel has issued a number of leaflets against the bin
on some of the mills which have already been sent to you.
I also attach a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin of the 19th.
Mrs. Ramibai Kamdar, Sardar Jamiat Singh and K. C. S. Pannikar
were arrested this morning under Section 188, I.P.C. in connection with
the publication of the Congress Bulletin. The other members of the
war council will be arrested during the course of i
It is rumoured
that Virchand Panachand, a merchant of Mandvi
Mrs. Kamdar in view of Mr. Narimans bad healt
K. J. PET1GARA,
for Commissioner of Police.
BOMBAY CHRONICLE
20th September 1930.
PARSIS CONDEMN COMMUNALISM.—The Parsi community as
a whole is with the Indian National Congress. It has decided to stand
by Mahatma Gandhi in the present struggle for freedom. The Parsis
have no faith in the Round Table Conference. They do not want any
separate representation on it. Men like Jinnah, Jayakar, Sapru, Setalvad
and Phiroze Sethna who are keen on going to London do not represent
the Indian people. They are at best their own representatives. By their
choosing to go to London they are disgracing their country and are
strengthening the hands of the enemies of India's freedom. These were
the views expressed by a number of speakers at a meeting of Parsis held
at the Sir Cowasji Jehang;r Hall on Friday evening. Mr. Khurshedji
Suntoke presiding.
THETR GREAT LEADER.—In his opening remarks Mr. Suntoke
drew attention to the fact that according to the Hindu calender Friday
was Mahatma Gandhi's birthday. Gandhiji was the one accepted leader
of 320 millions of Indians. He wished a long life to Mahatmaji and
man/ many happy returns of the day. Mr. Suntoke said it was not
possible for them to send any message to their great leader even on his
birthday, because under the
rule of a foreign Government he was
locked up in a prison. He therefore requested Kasturba Gandhi to convey that message to Gandhiji at the earnest opportunity she got and
assure him that all Indians were with him in the great fight that he was
carrying on to free their Motherland from her present thraldom.
BAPTISTA'S SERVICES.—Mr. Suntoke then moved a resolution
expressing regret at the sad demise of Mr. Joseph Baptiata who, as Lord
Mayor of Bombay and as a lieutenant of the late Lokmanya (Tilak) had
1
Not reproduced being insignificant.
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rendered valuable services to the country in general and to the city of
Bombay in particular. The resolution was passed, the audience standing.
COMMUNALISM CONDEMNED :—Two resolutions one condemning the few acts of violence in Bengal and elsewhere but at the same time
declaring that the repressive policy of the Government was responsible
for it and the ottier expressing the sincere wish that Pandit Motilalji may
soon be restored to health and he may be spared for many a long yeai
to serve the country were moved from the chair and passed unanimously,
PARSIS AND R. T. C. :—The third resolution declaring that the
Parsis were definitely against the principle of communal representation
in Legislatures and also in the Round Table Conference and declaring
that they had not elected any one to represent at the Conference was
moved by Mr. B. F. Bharucha.
The resolution further announced that the R.T.C. without the Congress
and without a clear definition of its terms of reference would prove a
huge sham and that men like Sir Phiroze Sethna, C. Setalvad, Dr. Sapru,
Messrs Jinnah, Jayakar and Chintamani were strengthening the hands of
anti-Imdian propagandists. It further declared that Mahatma Gandhi
only could deliver the goods on India's behalf and urged the supporters
of the Conference not to proceed to London.
Proposing the resolution Mr. Bharucha referred to the King's
proclamation in 1919 and the sympathetic attitude of the late Mr. Montagu
and said that the British Government were not even as sympathetic
towards India's demands in 1930 as they were in 1919. A perusal of
the correspondence that passed between Dr. Sapru, Mr. Jayakar and the
Viceroy in the one hand and Gandhiji and the Congress leaders on the
other showed that the Government was not prepared for any settlement.
The Viceroy had said in so many words that it was impossible to dfscuss
the Congress demands. Then he asked how was it possible to come to
any settlement.
A FARCE.—Referring to the R. T. Conference Mr. Bharucha said
ihat it was bound to be a farce if the Congress leaders did not participate
in the Conference. He asked if the Parsis wanted to send any representatives to the Conference and the audience, replied in the negative. He
declared that those Indians like Messrs. Jinnah, Jayakar and Chintamani,
Sir T. B. Sapru and Sir Phiroze Sethna who were preparing to go to
London were helping to prolong the lathi raj in India and he asked if
the Parsis would be justified in giving a mandate to anybody to go to
London and speak in their name.
NO MANDATE.—He asked if they had given any mandate to
Sir Cowasji Jehangir (Junior) to proceed to London and to plead for the
right of Parsis and again the audience replied in the negative. Finally
he affirmed that those Indians who were going to attend the R. T. C.
were not India's representatives. At best they could represent themselves
and Parsis as a community wanted to declare that they would have
nothing to do with the Conference unless the Congress and Mahatma
Gandhi agreed to participate in it.
DO NOT REPRESENT ANY ONE—Mr. Banaji seconding the resolution said that men like Messrs. Jinnah and Jayakar did not even
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represent the localities- in which they lived. The 66 persons who were
invited to attend the Conference did not represent even one per cent of
the Indians. Out of the 50 representatives from British India about 45
were Moderates and the majority were title-holders, Zamindars and
capitalists anid they couild not be expected to represent 90 per cent of
India's masses the toiling peasants and workers of the country.
India's real representatives were those Congress leaders who were now
behind the prison bars and so long as they did not come out and agree
to any settlement India would not be prepared for any settlement.
Mrs. Tahmina Joshi said that there was not a single self-respecting
Indian who did not want Dominion Status for his country. Mahatmaji
had voiced ihis demand by raising his eleven points and insisting on an
assurance that India would have the substance of Independence immediately. Tt was surprising to see that Sir Phiroze Sethna who had declared
that to think of the R. T. Conference without the Mahatma was to try
to stage "Hamlet" without the Prince, was now prepared to go to the
Conference without the Mahatma.
PARSIS FOR CONGRESS.—Supporting
the resolution
further
Miss Nariman declared amidst cheers that excepting a few Jo-Hitkwnis the
whole Parsi community was with the Indian National Congress. As a
;
time when India's leaders l ke Mahatmaji, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and
Mrs. Sarojini Naidu and thousands of others were in jail a few men
like Sapru and Setalvad had come forward to represent India. It was
a disgrace that they should be prepared to flout public opinion like that.
Men like Sir Phiroze Sethna and Sir Cowasji Jehangir were invited to
represent the Parsis. She asked the audience if they could really represent thft Parsis. Parsis did not believe in communal representation, out
if they were given a choice to choose their representative, she felt certain, that they would elect Veer Nariman who was to be released tomorrow
(Saturday).
DIVIDE AND RULE.—Dr. Dadachanji said that he did not see any
need of such an unweild'ly Conference. Generally important questions
between two nations were decided by a small Conference of a few
representatives of both the sides. But the very composition of the Conference showed that there was a conspiracy against India to first divide
them and then to rule them. He did not know how the R. T. Conference
would satisfy India unless their demands were accepted.
Mr. Bhumgara, the Parsi, the world cyclist, addressing the meeting
said Ibat there was no time for speeches. They should act up to the
advice of their leaders and carry on the orders of that great man of the
world who was locked up in Yervada jail.
A RUSE:—The president in his concluding remarks said that the
composition of the Congress showed that it was a device to bring before
the would Hindu-Muslim differences and the suggestion that S r Fazil
Husein a member of the Viceroy's Executive Council was reported to
have made to the Muslim members of the Conference strengthened that
view. The propaganda that was being carried on in England showed thai
the Conference would not go beyond the recommendations of the Simon

Report. India had boycotted that Commission and its report and it
must now leave the Conference severely alone.
The resolutions were accepted unanimously amidst deafening cries of
"Bande Mataram" and "Mahatma Gandhiki Jai".
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 129.
19th September 1930.
THE FAKE COUNCILLORS :—Dr. R. T. Nariman, Sir Vasantrao
Dabholkar and Captain J. Alban DeSouza have qualified themselves to
sit in the Bombay Legislative Council. But the price of dishonour they
paid cannot be hidden. The election itself was a fake apart from the fact
whether any candidate withdrew.
Only L473 voted out of a total of 60,604. Thus about 2% registered
their support of their present system of administration. Normal voting
is more than 40%.
To enable these 1,473 to vote, 400 picketers had to be arrested. Of
the 400 arrested, 383 were women. And the only crime of these picketers
was that they tried to peacefully persuade their ignorant countrymen not
to betray their country.
Further the European Sergeants on their side decided to do some
violent persuasion. The result has been that 200 were injured of whom
about 60 have been detained in the hospital. As many cases of injuries
on the chest and abdomen has been marked, we might inform the public
that Dr. Nunan was present to offer medical advice to the police. And
the stratagems employed show off the Councils in their proper ridiculous
aspects.
PICKETS OUTWITTED :—The demonstrations throughout the time
of polling were full of comic and serious episodes. Old Parsi ladies
intent on exercising their franchise and demonstrating their disgust of the
Congress creed were escorted with great difficulty through the successive
cordons of picketers up to the foot of the flight of stone steps leading to
the polling booth, some of them on the verge of collapse and unable to
climb the steps. Many fainthearted voters turned their backs unable to
withstand the hysterical pleadings of the women and the hostile jeering
of the crowds. Some motor cars were held up by women prostrating
themselves in front and when the police attempted to remove them other
men volunteers formed a cordon round the women. In the melee which
followed two or three motor cars thus held up were disabled by some
one puncturing the tyres. Several voters outwitted the pickets by going
to the polls in Gandhi caps and khaddar.
Mr. BHATT BRIBED :—But the height of this farce was reached when
3 of the candidates assisted by Mr. Healy, Commissioner of Police, offered
a bribe of Rs. 5.000 to Mr. Bhatt to withdraw from the contest.
It must be a strange man indeed who can have any respect for Councils
so created and the Government which they support.
NEWS FROM THE PANCH-MAHALS :—We have received news
that the Panchmahal District has been carrying on good work there. A
district full of forests and mountains, has trouble of its own and besides
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it is very difficult to work amongst the poor, superstitious aboriginal
Tribes of Dharalas and Bhils.
Having begun with the Salt Law breaking, they have now made preparations for Forest Law Breaking and No-Tax. It will not be long
when the District will be ablaze with agitation for Non-Payment of Taxes.
They have very easily effected Boycott of British Goods and Foreign
cloth be sealed by the Local Congress Committee.
They forced a very steep mount in Prohibition. Most of the people are
addicted to dring, but they are so successful today in the task that th
Government Liquor Contractor, who has taken the sole contract lor
Rs. 5.000 per year hardly gets Rs. 2 per day in the Town of Katol.
They have also given their quota in resignations of Kalol District
;
Village Officials. Sixty Patels have already tendered tho r resignation
and 70 are lying with the Kalol Taluka Congress Committee.
But they have done this work with a good deal of hardships. The
country is very poor and the Congress Fund there very low. Besides
there is a need for educated propagandists who can live with the people
there and educate them public matters.
POLICE WANT CURTAIN ON THEIR ACTIONS :—A month
back, the Police at Ranpur played havoc, and tried their strength in that
small but patriotic town, all aflame since the beginning of the movement,
when Sjt. Amritlal Shelh led the first batch of Salt Satyagrahis. Every
Gujarati knows Ranpur, the place from where the Weekly Saurashtra
is issued. The police could not bear such show of patriotic courage,
resolve and determination and let their lathis work.
An Enquiry Committee was to have come there and look into the
Police excesses, under the Presidentship of Sjt. G. V. Mavlankar. but
Section 144 was promulgated at Ranpur and the whole Committee which
included persons of eminence like Shrimati Sarladevi Ambalal and
Sjt. Chaitanva Prasad Diwanji was arrested. Immediately another
:
Committee was appointed under the Presidentship of Sjt. D nkerrao, the
Broach Dictator. That committee is also arrested under Section 144 which
was promulgated at Ahmedabad.
Thsrs can be only one reason for these wholesale arrests, and that ^s
that Police do not want their actions to be condemned ^ and criticised,
because they are afraid that they will be condemned publicly.
•

•

•
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On account of the

arrest of

the members of the war council on
part of the
hartal
shops which were kept open in the various
city. Th^ foreign
wards of the city on that day were picketed. The shops in the Fort
were picketed by 14 female volunteers of the Hindustani Seva Dal. The
foreign cloth shops in the city, except those in the Fort, were picketed as
usual yesterday.
There was no picketing at the Wadi Bunder and Carnac Bunder Goods
Yards on tho 20th and the 21st, but two volunteers, who were molesting
cart drivers on the Elphinstone Bridge, were arrested by the Dongri Police
on Saturday and were sentenced to 3 months' rigorous imprisonment each
the same day under the Picketing Ordinance.
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized:
No- cf copies

Police Station
Pydhonie

Date
20.9.30

*

25"Congress Bulletins
1 Suburban Patrika
20
1 Congress Bulletin

*

Lamingaton Road
$9

20-9-30
11 -9-30
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.

•

.

Maharbouri
Bhoi\vada
Esplanade
Pydhoni..
Do.
Do.
Do.
Dongri
Do. .
Do. .
Lamington Road
Maharbouri

» >

12
47 Congress Bulletins

•

•

•

•

•

•

6 Navjivan
8 Congress Bulletins
16 Navjivan
9 Haramkhor Angrezia
5 Suburban Patrikas
14
Do.
8 Prabhat Pheri Bulletin
10 Navjivan
117 Congress Bulletins
38 Suburban Patrikas

The Lamington Road Police also seized a copy of the book on
Dharasana from a hawker.
The opening ceremony of the Swadeshi Bazaar of the national militia
at Madha\ Baug was performed by Virchand Panachand Shah, the new
president of the war council in the absence of K. F. Nariman, on the
evening of the 20th in the presence of about 300 persons. The president,
Jagmohan Parekh and Surji Vallabhdas made speeches exhorting the
audience to make use of Swadeshi articles and patronise the bazaar.
Several thousand people who were waiting outside the bazaar were
admitted on payment of one anna each. The procession which was to
have been taken out from that place in honour of K. F. Nariman was
abandoned as he did not turn up.
The Bombay Provincial Congress Committee held a meeting on the
Esplanade Maidan on the 20th to congratulate K. F. Nariman on his
release. Virachand Panachand Shah presided. About 25,000 oersons,
including a thousand women, were present. The president M. M. Kamdar,
Miss Laxmibau Soorji Vallabhdas. Mrs. Kantaben
Khandwalla,
Dr. Rafaballi Patel, Umashankar Dixit, Sardar Pratap Singh and
Jagmohan Parekh made speeches appealing to the people to follow the
example of their leader and the women who gave a good account of
themselves at the Town Hall. The president exhorted the mercantile
community to stand by the Congress at any cost. Miss Laxmibai Soorji
A-.U5—34-B.
•
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Vallabhdas said that if the men continued to slumber the women would
carry on the fight to victory. Umashanker Dixit said that for the first
time since 1857 the foundations of the British government had received
such a shock that 300 mercantile associations of Great Britain had petitioned the Cabinet to sue for peace in India. The time had come when the
British would have to hand over charge to the Indian and clear away.
Sardar Pratap Singh described Gandhi as 'Guru Govind Singh of 1930'
ommunity
Jagmohandas
J
t arekh denounced those students who still remained in their schools and
colleges.
At the meeting of the Girni Kamgar Union, held at Lalbaug on the
20th, G. L. Kandalkar presided over an audience of about 500 millhands.
The president, K. A. Desai, Sadashiv C. Mhapankar, Azim Tyebji and
Shivsharma B. Sharma addressed the meeting.
Khanderao Atmaram Desai asked the millhands not to be led away
by reading the leaflets issued by their enemies but to continue the fight
for their bread. He told them to have nothing to do with the present
Congress movement. The president criticised his speech and assured the
millhands that he was trying to raise a fund with the help of the
Congress to relieve the sufferings of the unemployment. Sadashiv
C. Mhapunkar said that the capitalists were taking advantage of the
disunity among the labourers. He told the audience that the labourers
are prepared to tackle Government if a violent movement were started, but
at present they were compelled to keep non-violent on account of
Gandhi's non-violent policy.
To congratulate the released prisoners a meeting of about 300 persons
was held at Ttmba Kata, Pydhonie, on the night of the 20th.
N. S. Deshpande presided. The president, Dalpatram Pathak, Jamnadas
M. Mehta and Bhogilal Bhaidas Kampani, made speeches congratulating
the rtleased satyagrahis and appealing to the people to follow their example.
Dalpatntm Pathak said that after the arrest of the war council the
government would put a seal on Congress House. He hoped that if that
happened every house would be turned into a Congress House.
Under the auspices of the G Ward District Congress Committee a
meeting of about 300 millhands was held at Nagu Sayaji Wadi on the
20th under the presidentship of Govind Shanker Kanthi. The president,
Vithal Laxman Vaikul, Mrs. Yamunabai Ghodekar, Mrs. Kamlabai
Prabhu and Mrs. Ushabai Dange appealed to the workers to join the
Congress and exhorted the unemployed to become Congress volunteers.
A meeting of about 200 millhands was addressed b v B. N. Taralkar,
K. G. Kubal. G. L. Kandalkar and Dr. Ganpatrao Motiram Bhosle at
Haines Road on the 20th and asked to join the Congress.
The manifesto of the Bombay Youth League was broadcast m the city
on the 20th. A copy is attached.
At about 8-30 p.m., on the 20th P. C. No. 897/B, while going along
Me
about
for receiving satfa bets on the road. A crowd of
eollec ted and rescued the man and assaulted the constable with sticks
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and while he was running away they threw soda water botties after him.
The constable received an injury on the head for which he was treated
in the Goculdas Tejpal Hospital and allowed to go. On receipt of
information the police from the Princess Street Police Station went to the
scene and dispersed the crowd. Shantilal Kevalchand was arrested
yesterday.
On the morning of Sunday the 21st Prabhat Pheris went about in
different localities singing Congress songs. They also visited Carnac
Bunder, l'ara Baug, Samuel Street, Bohra Bazaar, Trimbak Vaidya's
Wadi, and Tilak Bridge where flag salutation ceremonies were performed
The numbers of the Prabhat Pheris parties are gradually dwindling.
About 200 children of the Vanar Sena were given instructions in drill
at the Gowalia Tank Maidan on the 21st for an hour.
To celebrate Gandhi Jayanti the Marwari Yuvak Sangh look out a
procession of about 400 persons from Ganesh Baug. It went along
Kalbadevi Road, Princess Street, Shaikh Memon Street, Bhuleshwar,
Girgaum Back Road, Charni Road, Girgaum Road and returned to
]
Ganefch Baug. where Mrs. Ratanben Mehta and Mrs. Janakibai Jamna al
Bajaj appealed to the people to use Swadeshi goods. The procession
was accompanied by a band and carried Gandhi's photo. A charkha
which had been continuously worked for 168 hours was also carried.
Gandhi Jayanti was also celebrated at Poibavdi where a meeting of
about 100 millhands was held on the evening of the 21st. It was organised by the Parel Seva Sangh. G. L. Kandalkar presided. Kandalkar,
A. B. Kolhatkar, Shivsharma B. Sharma and one Joglekar made speeches eulogising Gandhi's services to the country and appealing to the
people to join the Congress.
To denounce the claim of the delegates to the Round Table Conference to represent India a public meeting of merchants was held at the
Bhatia Mahajanwadi yesterday evening under the auspices of the Vyapari
Mahamandal. About 2,000 people were present. Mathuradas Kanji
Matani presided. I attach a cutting from the Bombay Chronicle of the
22nd giving a detailed account of the proceedings.
To honour the released prisoners from Visapur the G Ward District
Congress Committee organised a procession of about 250 persons yesterday. It started from the Tilak Bridge and after going through the Dadar
locality singing Congress sonrs returned to Tilak Bridge, where a meeting
was held. Dr. Kour presided. The president and T. R. Naravne conf
gratulated the released satyagrahis and appealed to the people to ol1ow
the'i example. D. D. Bakre and G. J. Shah narrated their jail experiences and asked the people not to be afraid of jail. A resolution
deploring the death of Joseph Baptista was passed at the meeting.
The G Ward District Congress Committee held a meeting last night
at Haji Cassum's Chawl, DeLisle Road, at which about 300 persons
were present. B. V. Varerkar, Mrs. Shantabai Khare, J. R. Deo," G. S.
Kanthi and others made speeches asking the people to give ut> drink,
and boycott British goods.
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Under the auspices of the Bombay Iron Merchants' Association, a
meeting of about 200 persons was held at Argyle Road on the night of
the 21st. Dr. Ganpatrao Motiram Bhosle presided. Mrs. Yamunabai
Ghodekar, Mrs. Kamlabai Prabhu and Balkrishna N. Taralkar made
speeches appealing to the people to give up drink and boycott British
goods. B. N. Taralkar said that he had been to Satara lor tne jungle
satyagraha and gave an account of what was happening there. He asked
the people not to pay revenue from which the police, who used lathis
on their brothers, were paid. He said that the Government were declaring the Congress associations illegal, but in his opinion the existence of
the foreign Government in India was itself illegal. Dr. G. M. Bhosle
said that in spite of the issue of ordinances the foreign Government
would soon have to leave India. He asked those who had any Government currency notes with them to convert them into silver.
To congratulate B. N. Taralkar on his arrest, a meeting of about 100
milihands was held at Lalbaug yesterday. Dr. J. D. Prabhu presided
and congratulated. Taralkar on his self-sacrifice and courage in courting
arrest. Taralkar said that as the Magistrate had released him on bail
he had decided to repeat the offence. He asked them to boycott the
police and break all the unjust laws.
A meeting organised by the Girni Kamgar Union was held at Lalbaug
on the evening of the 21st. G. L. Kandalkar presided over an audience
of about 200 milihands. The president, Sadashiv Mhapankar and
G. I. Salvi, made speeches asking the workers to strengthen the Girni
Kamgar Union and join the Congress. Kandalkar said that he and
Salvi were trying to obtain money from the Congress in order to help
the unemployed. He said that the boycott of British goods had ruined
the trade of England, and if the British did not leave India through the
boycott, they would be made to do so by other means. It was announced
that the general meeting of the Girni Kamgar Union would be held at
Lalbaug on the 28th.
Under the auspices of the Bombay Congress Muslim Party a public
meeting attended by about 400 Mussalmans was held at Lohe Ki Chawl,
Madanpura, on the night of the 21st. Y. J. Meherali presided.. The
president, Abdul Rahman Sulaiman Cassum Mitha, Azim Tyebji,
Munshi Muhammad Ibrahim, Moulvi Muhammad Ismail Surti and
Abdul Majid made speeches appealing to the Mussalmans to come forward and join the Congress movement and free their country from
British domination, Y. J. Meherali spoke on the efficacy of the Congress
movement and denounced the Round Table Conference and its personnel.
Abdul Rahman Sulaiman Cassum Mitha said that it was the Mussalmans
who had lost the government of the country to the Britishers, and it was,
therefore, their duty to regain it. The following resolution was passed: —
"This meeting of the Mussalmans of Bombay fully support the
decision of the Indian National Congress to boycott the Round Table
Conference and emphatically repudiates all those Muslims who, in
defiance of the mandate of the nation, have agreed to attend the
w
Conference .
.
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and Marathi were freely distributed in the mill
yesterday ever the signature of one Ratnoo Sonoo, in which the evil
effects of the Congress propaganda have been set forth. A copy of the
1
leaflet is attached .
At about 6 a.m. today about 2,000 persons belonging to the various
prabhat pheris in Bombay collected at Fanaswadi and went to Chaupatty
along Dadyseth Agiary Lane, Kalbadevi Road, Princess Street, Shaikh
Memon Street. Bhuleshwar, Girgaum Back Road and Sandhurst Road.
They were tied by the father of Mrss Dilshad Syed, the editor of the
and
Congress Bulletin.
by some Marwari marchants. They dispersed after singing national songs.
To congratulate B. N. Taralkar on his arrest, the DeLisle branch of
the G. Ward District Congress Committee held a meeting this morning
near the Bombay Development Department Chawls. De)Lisle Road.
Mrs. Kamalabai Prabhu presided over an audience of 200 millhands.
Azim
peo
J. D. Dhandeo
his example. B. N. Taralkar said that he was only doing his duty to
his country and did not deserve any congratulations. He asked the
people to boycott the police and other Government servants.
B. N. Taialkar was convicted under Section 117, I. P. C , and sentenced
to 4 months' rigorous imprisonment today.
Since the incidents of the 19th when a crowd of people rescued some
hawkers, who were arrested by the Police at Bhuleshwar, special arrangements were made to deal with the hawkers and 20 were arrested on
Saturday and 17 more on Sunday. Crowds collected, but when they saw
that the Police were determined to enforce their authority, they did aot
interfere. Congress sympathisers in the Bhuleshwar localities are now
inciting hawkers and squatters to defy the Police with a view to keeping
the interest in Congress activities alive.
This morning Dalpatram P. Pathak, Jagmohandas Parikh, Miss Dilshad
Syed and Surandra H. Daru were arrested at the Congress House thus
bringing the number of the arrested members of the war council to 7.
The accused were tried by the Presidency Magistrate, 4th Court, who
convicted them and required them to execute a bond in the sum of
Rs. 100 for one year to be of good behaviour under Section 562, C. P. C ,
but on their refusal they were convicted and sentenced as under : —
Mrs. Ramibai Kamdar
Miss Dilshad Sved
Dalpatram Pathak
Jamiat Singh
K. C. S. Pannikar
Jagmohandas Parikh
Surandra H. Daru

..

..

3 months' S. I.
3
Do.
4 months' P . I
4
Do.
4
Do.
4
Do.
4
Do.

The following appeared in yesterday's Chronicle (Sunday issue):
"With reference to the report published in the press that the
Commissioner of Police was present at the Conference of the
candidates' some friends prior to Mr. R. M. Bhatt's withdrawal from
Enclosure not reproduced.
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Mr
terms on which Mr. Bhatt

in the settlement of the
withdrew his
candidature ".
1
I attach (1) a copy of the Congress Bulletin of the 20th, (2) a copy of
the biweekly Dynamite of the 20th, (3) a copy of the Boycott Supplement
of the Congress Bulletin of the 21st and (4) a copy of Revolt of the 22nd.
K. J. PETIGARA,
for Commissioner of Police
BOMBAY YOUTH LEAGUE
MANIFESTO
Our struggle for freedom has reached a critical moment. Those who
are committed to the programme of Complete Independence, cannot but
ignore
Commission and the
Round Table Conference. But that will no longer be enough. The
attitude must be positively defined. How do we propose to assert
practically the right of self-determination of the Indian people ?
During the last few months, the Indian masses have given mighty
expression to their will to fight for freedom. The mass energy has been
awakened ; but it is not yet directed in the proper channel. The way
•o the practical assertion of the right of self-deternrnation has not yet
been found. This is the weakness of the movement, otherwise so incalculably powerful
The situation will hardly improve by the Congress disregarding
the Simon Report and eventually boycotting the Round Table
Conference. There will be many to take part in it as " representatives
of the* Indian people ". The Congress will dispute their representative
capacity. Eventually the decision of the Round Table Conference
will be applied to India. It is a foregone conclusion that they will not
meet the demands of the masses of the Indian people. The Congress
will again refuse to obey those decisions. But how will that hinder their
application ?
The boycott may be considered a serviceable weapon by those who
want to negotiate some compromise with Imperialism. For, by bringing
pressure upon the Government they expect to make it amenable to
reason.
The task of the movement should be to create weapons that can be
effectively used in the struggle for final goal. In short, the movement
must have a positive slogan with which the largest masses of people can
he mobilized in the struggle.
CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY.—The Constituent Assembly should be
the slogan of the movement. Let the Congress disregard the Simon
Report, refuse to participate in the Round Table Conference, and declare
that the future of India can be determined only by the verdict of the
people of India. The repudiation of the doctrine of trusteeship cannot
organ
effective, unless the Congr
•ganised
Enclosures not reprcduced being not available.

r

The masses will actively participate in the election of the Constituent
Assembly, when they know that' the.v will be an or^an of democratic
power with the object of defending and promoting their interests. In
other words a picture of free India should be first placed before the
masses and then they should be called upon to fight for that ideal. (The
manifesto also gave a programme for the future Constituent Assembly.
The text is not reproduced here.)
BOMBAY CHRONICLE
22nd September 1930.
The claim made by some delegates invited to the Round Table
r
Confe ence to " represent" the mercantils interests of India was
emphatically and unmistakably repudiated by a largely attended meeting
held on Sunday evening at the New Bhatia Mahajanwadi, Kalbadevi
Road. The unity and solidarity of all sections of the business community
on this side was demonstrated by the fact that Che meeting was held
under the auspices of the Federation of Bombay Commercial Associations
comprising 50 associations in conjunction with about 20 other Associations
who are not members of the Federation.
Prominent among those present were Mr. Bhulabhai J. Desai, a
Advocate, Mr, S. R. Bomanji, Mr, Surji Vallabhdas and Mr. Vithaldas
Damodar Govindji, besides many others. Mr. Virchand Panachand Shah,
the new president of the Bombay War Council who is himself a
mercnant also attended for a short time and addressed the meeting.
Mr. Matani in a vigorous speech exposed the hollowness of the Round
Table Conference and said that the delegates, nominated by the Government, represented none but themselves. He accused the Viceroy of
breach ot promise, in that he had not kept his word.
Mr. Matani asked for the co-operation of all merchants in the struggle
now being carried on in the country, for This is War he said :
" Let us not thwart our leaders and spoil their plans by contravention of their resolve " he concluded.
INDIA MUST FOLLOW MAHATMA GANDHI.—Mr. Shivprasad,
in proposing Sheth Mathuradas Kanji Matani to the chair, said that it
was mainly through his efforts that the Federation was formed to unify
the various sections of the business community of Bombay.
PRESIDENT'S SPEECH.—The President in the course of his speech
said y
In my opinion we have the present acute economic depression in
the country bringing about more than one crisis in several important
trades and industries in the land, is not entirely the result of world
causes alone such as mentioned above, nor to the strong political
sentiment at present actuating and influencing the commercial public ;
but in a very large measure indeed, to the policy of our Government,
which had made the entire commercial public of India have its
confidence shattered in the present regime and believe that no conceivable alternative could be worse than the present regime so far as
economic prosperity of the country is concerned. I need not recall
• t
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to your mind the iond harangue of the Finance Member of the
Government of India who wanted to place the blame for the present
economic depression either on the world causes outside the control
of the Government of India, or on the Indian political agitation also
beyond the control of the Government of India.
INCORRECT DIAGNOSIS.—In either case his contention was that
the Government of India was utterly innocent and that if the Indian
people want the present depression to be remedied they must abandon
their present agitation and confirm the action and policies of their present
rulers. I am not sure how far Sir George Schuster has correctly read
the situation as it prevails in the country, but I can point to more than
one factor arising out of his own finance department which, in my
opinion, accounts at least as effectively for the present depression in this
country as any of the vague generalisations of the/ type that Sir George
indulged in the other day. The Finance Member was particularly wrath
against any one who mentioned the enhanced ration as accounting for a
great measure of economic distress in India today. And yet Sir George
must be told that of all the countries who have been suffering from
post-war depression India is unique in having her currency artificially
enhanced in value, inevitably to result in depression of prices.
ARTIFICIAL DEFLATION .—Thanks to this artificial value of the
rupee, Government has constantly to manipulate the currency system even
for internal adjustment with the result that lose their legally established
ratio should prove impossible they have now and again to withdraw
from circulation rupees as well as notes to bring about an artificial
deflation. If you look at the currency figures and compare them to those
of three or four years back you will find that the note circulation has
been brought down by 20 crores in round figures rupeies have been withdrawn from circulation to the tune of at least 10 crores, and over and
above these rupees from the reserve or silver bullion have been realised
to the value of 30 crores in currency. A deflation of something like 60
crores, without counting that brought about by the maintenance of
Government balances in treasuries or Imperial Bank and without counting the removal of floating capital in the shape of Treasury Bills which
now absorb something like 50 crores, must necessarily react on the price
level of the country, and no wonder therefore that the Indian producer
of raw-materials and food-stuffs gets such low rates as to be unable to
keep body and soul together, let alone having sufficent margin of
purchasing power left to buy foreign luxuries.
THE PRODUCER'S DISTRESS—Here is an explanation of the
economic distress in the country which, I submit, the authorities in this
country and their advisers who are anxious to cover up the traces of the
Govrnment's misdeeds in such places as the Round Table Conference
would do well to cogitate upon it. The Indian producer after exporting
larger quantities of his produce gets lower values, thanks to this ratio
question and thanks to the manipulation of the currency as outlined above.
His burdens, however, in the shape of Government revenue conscionable
or unconscionable remain the same, if not increased ; and as they are
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fixed im cash, that is to say, in rupees, the value payable in respect of
his own produce is much higher than appears on the surface.
That again intensifies the distress of the primary producer in the
country and hence the fall in trade to even a much larger extent than
could be explained by our own political sentiment manifesting itself in
an economic boycott of foreign goods. The latter is a weapon to be used
with discretion, though bound to be efficient in a degree much greater
than we can conceive of, if only it is properly handled. Already the
trade has fallen both on imports and exports, but the fall on the side of
imports is much more considerable than can be explained by reasons like
the prevalence of the boycott movement.
Boycott is undoubtedly effective, but I would like you to consider
that the very effectiveness of the boycott is due to the reduced purchasing power of the cultivator, who therefore, becomes a convinced adherer
of those influences in the country which are calculated to put an end to
her continued exploitation by foreigners.
LACKING IN PURCHASING.—This argument applies primarily to
commerce and that too to foreign commerce, but it applies also to
domestic industries. Particularly all those large scale industries like the
cotton mill industry, which have to depend for their prosperity upon
the continued prosperity of their local markets. The Indian consumer
is lacking in purchasing power, that purchasing power has been reduced
partly as a result of the currency policy noted above and partly also by
the unbearable burden of the present very costly system ot administration prevailing in the country. Despite, therefore, high protective
duties given to leading industries of the country. It is nevertheless
unable to absorb the output of these industries or give those industries
fullest possible employment simply on account of the inability of the
masses to absorb their production. The cotton mill industry particularly,
which interests all in this city, may have other reasons for its present
grievous plight,
WHY INDUSTRY SUFFERS.—I need not point out at length how
vital and varied are the several interests connected with the cotton
industry and dependent for their own prosperity upon the success of that
industry in the city. It is not merely workmen, clerks and managing
staff and heads who are directly dependent for their daily bread upon
this industry, but a large body of middlemen engaged in marketing its
products and their associates like brokers, agents, shopkeepers, transport
organisations, etc., are similarly dependent on the same and as the main
source of prosperity dries up all these dependents also suffer in a progressively increasing measure. The tale of the cotton industry may be
repeated in other similar industries in the country. My point, therefore,
chiefly lies in saying that industry, like commerce and agriculture, suffers
aind suffers very grievously because of the economic policy of present
Government continued and developed from a wasteful and harmful
legacy of the past.
A VICIOUS SYSTEM.—It is to cure radically and permanently this
vicious system that the political movement of our present times has
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grown. What I am calling change of system is called by Mahatma
Gandhi " change of heart". No amount of paddling or tinkering will save
the situation. What is wanted is a radical change in outlook such as
that demanded by Mahatmaji crystalising the minimum national demands in his celebrated Eleven points. Government have already written
their answer : to that national demand, and I need hardly repeat to you
how futile it is to expect from such authorities that radical change in
outlook which alone can solve the present problem of India and restore
to her the prosperity that she seems to have lost all-round.
WHOM DO THEY REPRESENT.—The Round Table Conference has
been called, we are told, to come to some agreement about these evils; but
if we are to judge the events that have happened so* far we see no sign
of that radical change in outlook which alone can meet the situation,
and I cannot understand how any Indian calling himself a patriot could
possibly discover any warrant in the events or uitteranles that have
taken place so far for believing that the spokesmen of the British Government i)n India mean to establish that economic and political autonomy
of the country which alone can remedy our economic distress. We are
therefore, here to record our emphatic opinion that those Indians who
have been commended by the Viceroy to attend the Round Table Conference cannot possibly reflect the real Indian opinion and, therefore,
will not at all be able to assist in the solution of the problems fading
the country.
*

ROUND TABLE CONFERENCE DELEGATES REPRESENT
NONE.—Mr. Gordhandas Goculdas Morarji then moved the following
resolution:
14
So long as the atmosphere, in India continue to be tainted by the
repressive policy of Government, and so long as Government do not
change their attitude towards the national aspirations of the Indian
people, but on the contrary are intensifying every day means of
exploitation and sharpening new repressive weapons, this public meeting
of the mercantile community of Bombay, called under the auspices oi
the Federation of Bombay Commercial Associations (Mahamandal)
records its emphatic opinion that the Round Table Conference to be
held under such circumstances is against the interests of the Indian
nation and, therefore, declares that those taking part in that Conference
do not represent any section of the Indian nation, and that both the
mercantile community and Indian people have no concern or connection
with the doings or sayings of such Indians invited to the Round Table
Conference."
A MIRAGE.—Speaking on the resolution, Mr. Gordhandas said that
the proposed Conference was a sort of a mirage to induce Indians to walk
into its traps. But Mahatma Gandhi who had now correctly understood
the selfish mentality of the British politicians had seen through their
game and advised that no self-respecting Indians should participate in
it. unless an assurance was given that a scheme for granting the
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substance of 'independence would be discussed at the Conference. The
vague hopes dangled before their eyes by the Viceroy and others had
no foundation in fact. For instance, while some members of Parliament
sought to entice the Indians with honeyed words, another section of the
same Parliament bluntly and openly described the Indians as barbarians
and unfit for any political power.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 5040/H/3717

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 23rd September 1930.

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D.O. No. 5010/H/3717, dated the 22nd
September 1930.
On account of Amavasya the cloth markets were kept closed yesterday.
The foreign cloth shops which were kept open in the various wards of
the city were picketed. The shops in the Fort were picketed by 15 female
volunteers of the Hindustani Seva Dal. There was no picketing at the
two goods yards.
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized on the 22nd:
Police Station
Princess Slreet
Pydhonie ^ ..
Maharbouri . .
Lamington Road
Do.

No. of copies
43 Congress Bulletins
4
Da.
150
Do.j
25 Satyagraha Patrika
7 Congress Bulletins

To celebrate the Bhatia Kaidi Din (Bhatia Prisoners Day) the A
Ward District Congress Committee took out a procession of about 1500
Bhatias, including 300 women and 250 boys of the Vanar Sena yesterday
from the committee's office at Bazaar Gate. The procession went along
Hornby Road, Palton Road, Carnac Road, Kharak Bazaar, Vadgadi.
Jumma Masjid, Princess Street, Kalbadevi and dispersed
Mahaj
process!
and a placard beauing the inscription Bhatia Kaidi Din was carried.
Under the auspices of the Rashtriya Stree Sabha, a meeting of about
100 ladies was held at Sukhanand Wadi, near C. P. Tank, on the
afternoon of the 22nd to dissociate themselves from the Round Table
Conference. Mrs
Mrs
Mehta, Mrs. Tehmina Joshi, Mrs. Kantaben Khandwalla and Mrs
Raiji in support of the following resolution.
"Having regard to the circumstances and the manner of its holding
and composition, the women of Bombay have no confidence in the
7
Conference
Mahatma Gandhi and all the other true leaders of the country
om the women have confidence are in prison. Mr. Shah Nawaz
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and Mrs. Subarayon are in no sense of the term representatives of the
women of India and they do not and cannot represent the women of
India at the Round Table Conference".
The meeting also passed a resolution congratulating Mrs. Ramibai
Kamdar on her conviction.
To congratulate the members of the war council on their conviction,
the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee held a meeting at Esplanade
Maidan on the evening of the 22nd. Virchand Panachand Shah, the new
president of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee, presided.
About 5,000 persons were present. Speeches were made by the president,
Nagindas Master, Dr. Abdus Salam, Mrs. Kantaben Khandwalla,
Miss Laxmibai Soorji, H. D. Rajah, Pratapsingh, Ranadhirsingh and
two others congratulating the convicted members of the war council and
appealing to the people to join the Congress. Nagindas Master expressed
satisfaction at the response made by the piece goods and other merchants
ivho had rallied round the Congress at the call of Gandhi at great personal sacrifice. Dr. Abdus Salam denounced those who had accepted
the invitation to the Round Table Conference. Pratapsing said that for
the Sikhs Swaraj was not a very difficult thing to achieve. They could
achieve it in no time if they once took it into their heads to do it. He
assured the people that Jamiat Singh would not be the last Sikh to
court imprisonment. The president appealed to the people to boycott
British goods and remain non-violent.
In honour of the convicted leaders, the Tarun Bharat Prabhat
Pheri and the Ranshoor Bharat Prabhat Pheri took out a procession of
about 200 persons from the maidan opposite the K. E. M. Hospital
yesterday. It went along Parel Road, Dadar, Naigaum Road and
returned to the place of starting.
The F Ward District Congress Committee held a meeting of about
300 persons on the maidan opposite the K. E. M. Hospital on the 22nd.
One Wadia, the vice-president of the Committee, presided. Speeches
were made by the President, Haji Noor Mahomed Ahmed, Sakharam
Gavde, Maulvi Muhammad Ismail Surati and S. B. Mahadeshwar appealin? to the people to take part in the Congress compaign and boycott
British goods and give up liquor. Haji Noor Muhammad Ahmed, the
president of the Congress Muslim Party, said that Gandhi had asked
them to ^o three things, namely to boycott Bivtish goods, to pive up
h'auor and to defy all oppressive and tyrannical laws. He said that the
Press Ordinance was being openlv defied bv the Congress bv issuing the
Bulletins. The Bulletins would be continued as long as the Ordinance
was in force.
The same evening a meeting of about 300 workers was held at Elnhinstone Road unrfer th6 auspices of the G Ward District Congress Commtttpe "R. V. VarerVnr presided. The president. K. P . Acharekar.
Kid"a.'h Pandit, Mrs. Ushabai Dange. Vasudeo Hari Joshi, S. A. Gaikwad,
V. T,. Vaikul and Govind Shankar Kanthi asking the workers to unite
under the Congress banner. Mrs. Dange said that she noticed a growing
tendency among the workers to visit liquor shops, and if the practice
*

542
v/as not stopped, she would approach the Congress with a view to re-starting
the picketing of liquor shops. Vasudeo Hari Joshi condemned some of
the Communists who wanted to create factions in the rank of the workers.
Under fee auspices of the Bhuleshwar Ward Boycott Committee a
meeting of about 200 persons was held at Keshav Baug on the night of
the 22nd. Manilal Mehtia presided. The president, Virchand Panachand
Shah, Y. K. Parulkar, Gangaben Mangaldas, Mrs. Kapila Master and other
made speeches appealing to the people to boycott British goods and use
khaddar. Mrs. Kapila Master asked the children to boycott crackers
during the ensuing Diwali holidays as their country was in mourning.
The president asked the people to support the peasants in the No-TaxCampaign. He also asked them to approach the Government servants
to give up service and, if they did nctt listen to them, to boycott them
socially.
The Girai Kamgar Union held a meeting of about 500 millhands at
Lalbaug yesterday evening to congratulate Dhondu Govind Rawoot who
was discharged from the Congress Hospital after treatment for a gunshot wound which he received at Kalachowki on the 31st of August
when Sub-Inspector Savant fired in self-defence. The president and
Sadashiv Mhapankar congratulated Rawoot on his recovery and asked
the workers to strengthen their Union. They referred to the attempts
of Sir Ness Wadia to form a group of 50 mills to strengthen the hands
of the millowners, and said that the new scheme would throw many or
them out of employment. The workers should join the Congress which
had the means of purchasing all the mills in Bombay.
The E Ward District Congress Committee held a meeting of about
300 persons at Northbrook Garden yesterday to congratulate the convicted
leaders. Motilal Dayal presided and appealed to the audience to support
the boycott movement of the Congress.
Under the auspices of the G Ward District Congress Committee
a meeting of about 400 millhands was held at DeLisile Road last niirht.
Virchand Panachand Shah presided. The president, A. D. Prabhu,
Mrs. Kamlabai Prabhu and others appealed to the people to boycott
foreign cloth and give up drink.
Yesterday a procession of about 500 mostly members of the
Young Workers' League started from Bagha Mansion, Lalbaug, and went
to the League centre at Naigaum which was recently opened at No. 13,
B. D. D. Chawl No. 2, fourth floor. It was accompanied by
R M. Jambhekar,
Vasant Khale,
Balvant Subrao Patil
and
D. V. Deshpande. After the procession reached its destination a private
meeting was held. I attach a cutting from the Bombay Chronicle of date
giving a report of the meeting.
9
The Indian Motor Accessories and Petrol Dealers Union held a meeting
yesterdav at which they passed a resolution con?ratulalpine; Jagmohandas
:
Parikh of the Nat onal Motor House on his sacrifice in the cause of
the countrv.
The G. I. P. Railway Wadi Bunder Staff Union held a meeting of about
50 members on the terrace of the Improvement Trust Building, Sandhurst
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Road, yesterday, when Jamtnadas M. Mehta was congratulated on his
release from Jail and S. C. Joshi on his work at the Geneva Conference.
In order to popularise its manifesto, the Bombay Youth League has
decided to organise a number of meetings during the week at different
places in the city.
The residents of Girgaum under the leadership of D. S. Babrekar,
Pleader, have decided to help the Girgaum District Congress Committee
in its Swadeshi propaganda by hawking Swadeshi goods and organising
meetings in the ward during the 10 days of the Navaratra celebrations
which commence today.
The shop of Swadeshi articles, organised by some influential Parsi ladies,
was opened this morning. It is situated on the ground floor of Yusuf
Building, Churchgate Street, and goes under the name of Swadeshi.
It was announced in the press that a general rally of the National
Militia would be held at Madhav Baug this morning then attendance
was compulsory. Inspite of this only about 35 members were present.
After drilling for about 5 minutes they marched in fours to the
Emergency Hospital, C. P. Tank and dispersed.
ShantHal Kevalchand, who was arrested for assaulting a Police Constable
at Shaikh Memon Street on the night of the 20th, was convicted under
Section 122 of the Police Act this morning and sentenced to pay a fine
of Rs. 10. The fine was paid.
1
I attach a copy of the Bombay Congress Bulletin of the 22nd
The Colaba Land Mill belonging to Messrs. W. H. Brady & Co., which
had been closed down on the 29th July 1930 was re-started this morning
with 342 hands.
P. S —
There has been a very noticeable decline in the enthusiasm with which
Congress activities in Bombay are attended since the failure of the peace
parleys. The mercenary (?) volunteers who were to jail for offences against
the Picketing Ordinance do so under the impression that they would not
have to stay long as a general amnesty to political prisoners was bound
to follow. After the failure of the peace negotiations Congress were
unable to get volunteers to picket the shops in the Fort, where arrests were
being made, and they had to fall back on the women.
There has been no picketing of the liquor shops for sometime back.
Owing to the shortage of toddy, beer has become a popular beverage.
The picketing of foreign cloth shops is spasmodic. The Desh Sevikas
abandoned it on the ground that they had been embodied for the picketing
of liquor shops only. Female volunteers of the Hindustani Seva Dal have
taken their place.
This morning there was a general rally of the National Militia at
which attendance wasi compulsory, but only 33 turned up.
The prabhat pheris are far fewer in number.
Though there have been a couple of cases recently of molestation of
the Police, the public exhibit very considerable respect for the Police and
the morale of the force is excellent.
* Enclosure not reproduced being not available.
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The Congress Bulletins are being issued in much smaller numbers, and
if we had the power to arrest the purveyors of unauthorised news sheets
the number would be very much less.
The Sikh, Jamiat Singh, who was sent to jail with the war council
yesterday was the driving force in the volunteer organisations.,
The merchants who suffer from the boycott ban are becoming restive
and talk of defying the Congress, but there has been nothing but talk SG
far. It is very humiliating that Congress should still exercise such influence
in the city, but I am being told on all sides that public opinion is hardening
against the Congress and that if I were to take any action against the
Congress at present, it would be a great mistake. I doubt it, we shall
have to stand up to the Congress sooner or later.
K. J. PETIGARA.
for Commissioner of Police.
BOMBAY CHRONICLE
Bombay, 23rd September 1930.
A meeting of workers was held at Naigaon on Monday, under auspices of
the Young Workers' League. The members of the League came to the
:
meeting in a process on with a Red banner and shouting revolutionary
slogans. Mr. Desai, the president of the League, was in the chair.
Mr. Ingle, a member of the League, first explained to the workers the
aims and objects of the League.
Mr. D. V. Deshpande who spoke next said that Independence for the
workers really meant bread fcr all those who work. The Young Workers'
League was founded to fight for getting Indian such independence. He
appealed to the workers to rally round the Red flag.
Mr. Vasant Khale then appealed to the workers to take a leadership
of the political struggle iln their own hands and prepare themselves for
the general strike and no-rent campaign.
Sitaram Gudup, an untouchable and Amunaker and other workers
also spoke in support of the proposal for the general strike. The meeting
dispersed after the International was sung by the members of the Y. W. L.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 507-H-3717

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 24th September 1930.

My dear Collins,
In continuation, of my D.O. No. 5040-H-3717. dated the 23rd September
1930.
Yesterdav 'the foreign cloth shops in the various wards of the city were
picketed. The shops on Hornby Road were picketed by 15 female
volunteers of the Hindustani Seva Dal. There was no picketing at the
two goods yards.
•
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The following unauthorised news sheets were seized on the 23rd : —
Police Station
Palton Road
-

*

Esplanade
Pydhonie
Lamington Road..
•

Maharbouri

No. of copies
15
20
174
6
3
11
101
132
63
25
12
18
15
6
36
41

Revolt
Boycott Supplement
Revolt
Navjivan
Congress Bulletins
Revolution
Rajdroha
Revolt
Revolt
Patel Peshawar
Enquiry Report in
Gujerati
Congress Bulletins
Satyagraha Patrika
Dynamite
Boycott Supplement
Upnagar Patrika
Congress Bulletins

aoout 2'JU persons attended a meeting held under the auspices of the
C Ward Dislrict Congress Committee at Mumbadevi Tank Road yesterday
evening. Virchand Panachand Shah was in the chair. Speeches were
made by the president, Jamnadas N. Mehta and Jagmohandas asking the
people to carry on the Congress fight to the finish. Virchand Panachand
Shah complimented the Bombay merchants on their sacrifice and assured
them that the foreign dloth laying with them would be soon disposed of
by arrangement with the president of the All India Congress Committee.
Jamnadas Mehta declared that the Ordinances under which they were
imprisoned were not meant to punish them but to give them rest for
a time after their hard work in the campaign for the independence of their
country.
A meeting attended by about 100 persons was held last night at
DeLisle Road (Chameli Wadi) to congratulate B. N. Taralkar on his
conviction. Mrs. Kamlabai Prabhu presided. Speeches were made by the
President, Chavan and others congratulating Taralkar and appealing to
others to follow his example and join the Congress. They said that if one
Taralkar was sent to jail there should be many more to take his place.
The Bhatia Volunteer Corps held a meeting of about 150 Bhatias at
Kothari's Wadi, Mint Road, yesterday to condemn the attitude of the
Trustees of the Bhatia Mahajanwadi at Kalbadevi in refusing permission
to the organisers of the Bhatia Kaidi Din to hold a dinner there on
the 21st. Mrs. Jamnabai Govindaji presided. The president, Narayandas
Purshottamdas, Vithaldas V. Jairajani, Vallabh Purshottam and
Miss Maniben Kara made speeches protesting against the refusal by the
trustees of the Halai Bhatia Mahajan Wadi to give permission to hold the
dinner on orthodox grounds and deciding to consider the question of
starting satyagraha as a protest against their high handedness in case
permission was again refused on the 20th for the dinner.
Under the auspices of the Navaratra Utsav Boycott Committee 0 f
D Ward, a meeting of about 500 persons was held at Bhimrao Wadi.
Thakurdwar, last night in support of the swadeshi agitation. An old
A-115—35-A.
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resident of the wadi named Chitnis presided. D. S. Babrekar and M. M
Desai, both pleaders, addressed the gathering and appealed to audience
to use swadeshi articles. M. M. Desai siaid that it was wrong to consider it
an offence to ask Indians to boycott foreign goods. He cited the instance
of His Majesty the King who was surprised to find only American made
typewriters in an exhibition held in England some years ago and asked
whether there were no typewriter manufacturers in England. That was
an act of patriotism and the speakers asked the people to follow the
example of His Majesty. D.S. Babrekar said that the British had come to
India to exploit the wealth of the country and traced the present poverty
of the Indians to this exploitation. He said that the people should take
to swadeshi of their own accord and not expect the Congress carry on
the picketing.
Under the auspices of the E Ward District Congress Committee a meeting
of about 500 persons, mostly Muhammadans was held in the maidan in
2nd Pir Khan Street, Nagapada, Abdul Rahman Mitha presided. The
meeting was held to celebrate the first day of Navratra. R. K. Acharekar
said that it was a happy augury to see the Muhammadan Vice-President of
the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee opening the Navratra festival.
The president said that the Swaraj which they were fighting for was meant
to provide bread for the workers and peasants. He denounced those
Indians who were going to the Round Table Conference and said that
they were mostly Khan Bahadurs, Sardars and other supporters of the
Government. He referred to the potency of the boycott movement and
appealed to the people to boycott British goods. Haji Noor Mahomed
Ahmed said that the success of the Round Table Conference would be
tantamount to the death of the independence movement of the Congress.
Dr. Abdus Salam said that the Muhammadans were whole heartedlv with the
Congress. Noor Mahomed Mojawala made a rambling speech saying that
the Congress programme had nothing to do with their religion and the
Muhammadans should join their Hindu brethren. They were not
worshipping idols at the Congress House. At this stage there was an
;
interim pt on from a secti in of the audience who asked why photos of
Gandhi and Nehru were placed on dias, but quiet was soon restored.
When Mojawala sat down a young Muhammadan rushed into the audience
and siarted assaulting md'scriminately people sitting near the dias. He
was chased by some people and was being assaulted in corner of the
maidan when the Police from Nagpada Police Station arrived on the scene
and dispersed the crowd. The Muhammadan managed to escape with
minor injuries. After some time the meeting was resumed and Munshi
Muhammad Ibrahim proposed a resolution to the effect that the
Muhammadans had no faith in the Round Table Conference and those
persons who were bent upon attending it. were not their representatives.
He referred to the alleged atrocities of the British in. Peshawar. Egypt,
Palestine and other Islamic countries and said that Great Britain was
the greatest enemy of Islam. He did not understand how any selfrespecting MussaTman could go to their Conference. The peoole were
determined he said, to show to the people going to the Round Table
Conference what they thought of them by holding a demonstration with
A-115-- "iS-'B.
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black flags at the Mole Station on the 4th October. They would not mind
even if they were charged with lathis in carrying this out. The resolution
was passed and the president dissolved the meeting quietly.
The Special Branch of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee at
Parel held a meeting of about 1000 workers at Lalbaug yesterday evening
to condemn (hose Indians who v/ere going to the Round Table Conference.
Dharmanand Kosambi presided. The president. G.L. Kandalkar, Abdul
Rashid. Azim Tyebji, Shivsharma B. Sharma and Sadashiv Mhapankar
made speeches denouncing the Indians who were going to the Round
Table Conference as hirelings of Government! and declaring that Congress
leaders like Gandhi and Nehru were the real representatives of the people.
A resolution condemning the Indian members of the Round Table
Conference was passed and the workers were asked to join the Congress,
*

*

At a meeting of the Girni Kamgar Union attended by about 50 workers,
held yesterday at Fergusson Road, G.L. Kandalkar said that the union
was trying to solve the question of unemployment with the help of the
Congress. Those who wanted to go to their native villages would be
provided with passages. Some of them would be provided employment in
the mills by arranging with the managements for night shifts and others
would be given help from Congress funds. Sakharam L. Laud, Babu
the workers to join
C. Mhapank
Laxman Moc
the Congress.
At a meeting of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee held at the
Congress House on the 23rd the following persons were elected on the
war council:
Virchand Panachand Shah
Abdul Rahman Suleman Mitha
Muhammad Ali Kasuri
Shamrao B. Thakur
Saraswati Chandra Shah

t

•

President
Vice President
Secretary, War Council
Secretary, B. P. C. C.
Editor, Congress Bulleti.,

The president is a well-known grain merchant from Mandvi. He is a
man of means and has contributed to the Congress funds. The viceme
Mi tha
that his son had declined to accept the post on the war council. He was
however elected as vice-president by the 24 members, all Hindus, who
Muhammad
sity
of Abdul Kadar Kasuri.
Muhammad
Ali
Kasuri
at
Mah
was
at liis instance that the cyclostyle machine on which the Ghadi was
r
printed was kept in one o the rooms of his house.
The new war council is holding a meeting today to chalk out the future
programme of work. It is thought that they will re-start the picketing of
liquor shops. The members of the war council are being served with the
bann 02 the publication of the Congress Bulletin.
No one has yet been appointed in place of Jamiat Singh, The
people are trying to find a suitable Sikh to take up the post of General
Officer Commanding.
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The ceremony of hoisting the Congress flag on the Cotton Exchange
Building at Sewri will be performed on the 25th.
It is understood that the local Khilafatists will take Maulana Muhammad
Ali in procession to the Mole Station on the 4th October. There is likelihood of the Congress arranging a counter demonstration at that time, but
an effort is being made to prevent this.
The Swadeshi Stores opened by the Parsi ladies on Churchgate Street
is doing a roaring business. The first day's (proceeds are said to amount
to RG. 3,000.
Sir Phiroze C. Sethna, who is the Chairman of the Board of Directors
of the Central Bank, is being asked to resign the Chairmanship, if he
agrees to go to the Round Table Conference, and if he does not withdraw
the Congress people say they will withdraw their money from the
Central Bank.
I attach (1) a copy of the Congress Bulletin of the 23rd, (2) a copy of
1
the Revolt of the same date, and copy of a leaflet issued by J. K. Patel,
headed " Thirty Thousand Workers Demand Fair Play".
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 132.
Bombay, 23rd September 1930.
WHY BLAME THE CONGRESS.—We are obliged to the Lloyds
Bank lor their review for month of September, from which we take out
the following extract: —
"It is idle to look for real improvement in the cotton industry of
Lancashire so long as the big Indian and Chinese markets remain in their
present disorganised condition and if any proof were needed of this
statement, it is to be found in the renewed fall of raw cotton prices in
early August. Here matters are outside the control of British business
and largely of the British Government."
MUSLIMS BOYCOTT ELECTIONS .—In its weekly review of the
political situation in India the Govt, has extended a patronising approval
of the action of such of the Mohammedan communalists who registered
their votes in the recent elections. This is only another piece of Government
propaganda to create communal discord and hatred in this country. It
suits th? Government to ignore the thousands of Mohammedans all over
the country who have set their face against communalism and pledged
themselves to win the freedom of the country. It purports to forget the
hosts of our Muslim comrades who have cheerfully made sacrifices to
support the present national struggle. But no amount of lying or
perversion can hide the truth. And the news from Panvel will be a rude
shock to the Government in its unholy glee.
Out of the 600 votes in Panvel only 10 registered their votes in the
election for the Mohammedan seat in the Bombay Council. The picketing
was organised by Khaju Shaib Kureishi the young Muslim leader and his
Hindu and Muslim volunteers.

1

Enclosure not reproduced.
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CONFIDENTIAL
No. 5104/H/4717

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 25th September 1930.

My dear Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 5071/H/3717, dated the 24th September
1930.
Picketing of foreign cloth shops is going on as usual in the various
wards of the city. Female volunteers of the Hindustani Seva Dal picketed
the shops on Hornby Road.
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized on the 24th--Police Station
Princess Street
Pydhonie
..
Dongri
..
Maharbouri ..
Lamington Road
Bhoiwada ..

No. of copies
.. 233 Congress Bulletins
..14
~
Do.
..
11 >nagar I trika
12 c ongress Bulletins
.. 184 Upnagar Patrikas
.. 33
I)
.. 23 Satyagrahui itrikas
30 Congress Bulletins

At the meeting of the new war council held at the Congress House
yesterday the following resolution was passed :
'The Satyagraha Committee of the Bombay Provincial Congress
Committee resolves to take out a mass-procession on Sunday,
September 28th, which will pass through various paits of the city,
including the Fort area, to demonstrate the nation's resolve to boycott
the Round Table Conference and to repudiate the handful of reactionary
Indians and government nominees, who in defiance of the nation's
mandate, are contemplating to aftend the Conference".
The route of the procession has not yet been decided
Bhumgara, the Parsi cyclist, who has recently come out of jail has been
appointed General Officer Commanding the Congress Volunteers in place
M

Carnac
cial Congress Committee a public meeting of about 300 dock workers
was held at Keshavji Building, Carnac Road on the evening of the 24th.
Jamnadas M. Mehta presided. The president, Waman Kabadi, Abdul
Majid, Babu Kalyani, D. N. Choudhary, Narbheram N. Popat and
S. K. Acharya made speeches asking the workers to join the Congress
fight for independence, boycott foreign cloth, and give up liquor.
Mehta
ty
be an important factor in the political life of India, W. M
that the dock workers would be of immense value
boycott programme if they refused to handle the imported
docks.
Ward
millhands in a maidan at Ghorupdeo (Mahatma Maidan) yesterday.

Madhavrao V. Godbole presided. Speeches were made by Wamanrao
Ajgaonkar, B. G. Savant, R. K. Acharekar, Bhikajirao Pawar and the
President appealing to the workers to take part in the Congress movement.
Under the auspices of the Navratra Boycott Committee of D ward as
meeting of about 250 persons was held at Khalau Wadi, Girgaum,
yesterday. Dr. M. M. Suratkar presided. D. S. Babrekar, Y. K. Khadilkar
and President appealed to the people to boycott foreign cloths and use
Swadeshi articles. Y. J. Khadilkar asked the people to prepare for the
no-tax campaign to be started by the Congress shortly.
A meeting of abiut 200 Jains was held at Godiji s temple hall Pydhonie.
last night to cogratulate Virchand Panachand on his election as President
of the war council. Motilal Girdharilal Kapadia, Solicitor, presided.
The office of the Pard Branch of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee has been shifted to Ram Nivas, opposite the G. I. P. Railway
workshop, Suparibaug Road.
The Matunga Taluka Congress Committee, at its meeting: held on the
22nd, decided to request the landlords of Matunga, Wadala and Sion to
hoist Congress flags on their buildings.
The following resolutions are going to be passed at a meeting of the
citizens of Bombay to be held at Chaupatty on Saturday evening (27-9-30)
under the presidentship of Bhulabhai J. Desai, Advocate: —
1. "This meeting of the citizens of Bombay resolves and declares
that the invitees to the Round Table Conference from the city of
Bombay do not represent any section of public opinion in the city or
in the presidency ".
u
2.
This meeting of the citizens of Bombay resolves and declares
that it is perfectly futile to hold the intended Round Table Conference
or to frame a constitution for the Government of India without the
Congress being substantially represented at any such Conference."
A meeting of the depressed classes is going to be held at the maidan
opposite the K.E.M. Hospital tomorrow night to express their opposition
to the Round Table Conference and to repudiate Dr. B. R. Ambedkarand
Rao Bahadur R. Srinivasan who are going to represent them at the
Conference.
A meeting of about 400 persons was held at Raghunath Khote's
compound at DeLisle Road yesterday. Dr. J. D. Prabhu, Gordhandas
Desai, Mrs. Kamlabai Prabhu and Mrs. Janibai Thakurdas made short
speeches exhorting the audience to take part in the Congress agitation.
Under a warrant from the Chief Presidency Magistrate, a search was
made of the premises of the Navjivan Sangh, situated on the 1st floor of
Asoka Building, Princess Street, this morning and 296 copies of the
prescribed Gu}erat)i pamphlet " Rashtrjiya Ran Gitb"' (National Battle
Songs) pub'ished by the secretaries of the Sangh, were seized. The press
where these were pflinted will be searched.
1
T attach (Ij) copy of the byweekly Dnnamite of the 23rd and (2) a
copy of the Congress Bulletin of the 24th.
__

1

Enclosure not reproduced.

*
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BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 133.
Bombay, 24th September 1930.
WOMAN'S PART IN FREEDOM S FIGHT.—A nation is a compact
o,f individuals irrespective of sect, caste and creed, and the movement lor
ancipat
when the majority becomes
imbued with the spirit of it. And no movement of reconstruction or
revolution can achieve anything unless women have taken an active share
in the guiding of it. For women are the soul of nations. The histories
oi all revolutionary countries reveal what a glorious and successful part
could be played by women.
The history of India provides numerous glorious examples of the
i-sacriiice of women
hardly
and unbuildine the
in India so remote from life or tradition as could not have heard of
the heroism of women like Chand Bibi, Ahilya Bai, and the martyred
Queen Lakshmibai of Jhansi, who died on the battlefield of the Indian
National rising of 1857. But jn no period in the history of this country
have women played such an important part in shaping the destinies of our
motherland as now, when thousands of our mothers and sisters all over
India have become active soldiers of Freedom. And if anything, the
success of the present movement is in major part due to them.
THE SEVIKAS.—In Bombay women have gladly taken on themselves
ardous duties too taxing even for the most robust of men. They have
with unique courage and initiative manned posts of responsibility and
led the onward march to freedom. The recent events that happened
during the picketing of the polling booth at Town Hall showed the
extent of their daring and resourcefulness. This is no time to appraise
merit or apportion praise. We leave that task to future generations
content with the thought that tjheir deeds shall remain ever indited on
the scroll of time.
It was they that made the picketing before the Town Hall last.
Thursday dynamic and aggressive. The story of that day is full of
incidents which show, not alone their daringness and courage of
initiative but how they entered on their task with a sense of humour
and proportion so lacking on the official side. Where the police with an
oppressive morbidness laboured to arrest nearly 400 of them to enable
a few voters to register their votes, our sisters on their part treated
these valiant endeavours of the police with utter light heartedness and
distdain.
•

*

*
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CONFIDENTIAL
No 5134/H/3717

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 26th September 1930.

Dear Mr. Collins,
, , « „ , „
In continuation of my D.O. No. 5104/H/3717, dated the 25th September
1930.
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Picketing of foriegn cloth shops was continued yesterday in almost all
the wards of the city. Fourteen female volunteers of the Hindustan
Seva Dal picketed the shops on Hornby Road.
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized on the 25th: —
Police Station
Esplanade ..
Pal ton Road ..
Pydhonie
..
Lamington Road
Do
Do
Do. ..
Maharbouri ..
Do

No. of copies
..
..
..
..

9 Congress Bulletins
25
Do.
2
Do.
203
Do.
19 Suburban Patrika
108 Dynamite
. 6 7 Patel Enquiry Report in
Gujarati.
.. 171 Congress Bulletins
66
Do.

The premises of the Gurjar Gaurav Printing Press at Khetwadi,
lOtli Lane, was searched yesterday and 89 copies of the proscribed
Gujerati pamphlet Rashtriya Ran Gito published by the Navjivan Sangh
were seized.
The ceremony of hoisting the Congress flag over the Cotton Exchange
Building at Sewri was performed by Haridas Madhavdas J. P., vice-president
of the East India Cotton Association, in the presence of about 200 cotton
merchants and brokers on the afternoon of the 25th. After the flag was
saluted, Haridas Madhavdas made a short speech in which he said that
the Congress flag was a symbol of the self-determination of the people
and by hoisting it they had declared their determination to be free. He
appealed to them to be prepared for greater sacrifices than those made so
far and to exert themselves to the utmost to be free in their own country.
Referring to the presence of a few Japanese businessmen Durgadutt
Savalka said that their presence there showed their sympathy with the
movement.
Under the auspices of the E Ward District Congress Committee a
meeting of about 400 persons, mostly Mussalmans, was held in the
Northbrook Gardens, Grant Road, last night to record their disapprobation
of those Indians who were going to the Round Table Conference. Abdul
Rahman Suleman Mitha presided. He said that the Congress was not
fighting for a Hindu Raj. Referring to the Round Table Conference,
he said, that they had no personal quarrel with those Indians who were
going to the Conference, but they wanted to demonstrate publicly that
they were not their real representatives. Maulavi Muhammad Ispiail
Surti appealed to the Mussalmans to join the Congress. Islam taught
the lesson of freedom and as true Mussalmans it was their duty not only
to free themselves but also the Hindus. Referring to the Round Table
Conference he said that the Mussalmans who were going to attend it
were Gaddar (traitors). At this remark there was an uproar from a
section of the audience and a few stones were thrown by a hostile
crowd who had assembled near the northern gate of the Garden. One
of the stones hit a kitson lamp which was broken. The speaker,
however. Managed to bring his speech to a close and appealed to the
audience to support the resolution which was to be moved. Munshi
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Muhammad Ibrahim moved the following resolution ; —
"That this public meeting of the citizens of Bombay fully supports
the decision of the Indian National Congress to boycott the Round
Table Conference and emphatically repudiates all those persons who,
in defiance of the declared wishes of the country, have agreed to attend
the Conference".
He said that it was not possible for a true Mussalman to take part
in the Round Table Conference convened by the British Government
which was responsible for alleged atrocities in Palestine, Peshawar and
other Islamic countries. During his speech a few stones were also
thrown by the hostile Mussalmans. J. N. Panthaki, the Parsi reporter of
the Bombay Samachar, referred to the All Brothers and said that they
were brave Mussalmans although at present they were following a wrong
line and they were sure to return to the national fold before long. He
asked the people to be non-violent in all they did. At (the conclusion
of his speech there was a regular pandemonium and in the midst of the
uproar the president declared the resolution passed and dissolved tiie
meeting at about 10.30 p.m. The people began to disperse, but the
president and other Muhammadan leaders decided to stay in their
places until everybody had got safely away. The oppositionists were in
the meantime holding a demonstration near the northern gate of the
v
garden raising cries of "Shauka,t Ali Zindabad . "Boycott Congress",
etc. The Police officers present advised the leaders to leave by the
southren gate but they refused and blamed the police for the disorder
and stone-throwing at the meeting. After the crowd had thinned out
Abdul Rahman and the other Congress leaders went to the northern gate
and tried to reach their car under police escort, but seeing the menacing
attitude of the hostile crowd the Inspector ordered a lathi charge and
the crowd was dispersed. When Abdul Rahman was getting into his car
a Muhammadan spat in his face and called him a traitor to Islam.
When their car left the place to go towards Grant Road it was pelted
with stones and brickbats. In the melee 13 Muhammadans and 5 Hindus
received minor injuries for which Ihey were treated at the Congress
Hospital. After this incident there was some excitement in the locality
and some Musalmans snatched Gandhi caps from the passers-by and
burnt them near Two Tanks. Trouble was anticipated at this meeting
and a strong police party was present to maintain order.
The Bombay Youth League held a meeting of about 3,000 workers
last night at Chikhalwadi to support their manifesto. H. D. Rajah
presided and speeches were made by Dr. G. Y. Chitnis, Shivsharma B.
Sharma, Sunder Karbadi and the president in support of resolutions
whole heartedly supporting the manifesto of the Youth League and
denouncing the Indian members of the Round Table Conference.
Dr. G. Y. Chitnis said that they wanted independence of the kind enjoyed
in Russia. The Congress had not defined Swaraj and they did not want the
present landlords and capitalists in the Congress to replace the White
bureaucrats. They wanted freedom for the workers and the peasants and
the freedom such as was enjoyed by the people of England at the
present time.
*
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Another meeting to condemn the members of the Round Table
Conference was held under the auspices of the F Ward District Congress
Committee on the maidan opposite the K. E. M. Hospital, Parel, on
the 25th. Mulraj Karsondas, secretary of the boycott committee, presided.
Waman Kabadi, Sadashiv C. Mhapankar, G. L. Kandalkar, Abdul
Rahman Suleman Mitha and the president made speeches condemning
the Indians who were going to the Round Table Conference in defiance
of the country's mandate, and appealed to the workers to join the
Congress.
i
At a meeting of about 200 persons held at Sun Mill Road last night
under the auspices of the G Ward District Congress Committee.
Mrs. Kamalabai Prabhu, A. D. Prabhu, S. A. Gaikwad and Mansing
Jagtap appealed to the workers to boycott foreign cloth and give up
liquor. They also invited them to join the procession which was being
held by the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee on Sunday next.
In connection with the swadeshi campaign started by the Navaratra
Boycott Committee, meetings were held at Girgaum Back Road and
Prabhadevi on the night of the 25th at which speeches were made
appealing to the people to boycott foreign cloth and use swadeshi
articles if they could to do nothing more for the country. Translation
of a Marathi leaflet distributed in the city asking the people to purchase
1
swadeshi articles in attached .
A meeting of about 25 workers was held behind B.D.D. Chawl No. 9
Naigaum, last night, under the auspices of the Girni Kamgar Union which
was presided over by Khanderao Atmaram Desai. The president said
that the meeting was held to protest against the action of Kandalkar in
calling a general meeting of the Union at Lalbaug instead of in a private
place like the Damodar Thakersey Hall where the police and the public
could not come. He asked the people to beware of the activities of the
Union and blamed Kandalkar for dissociating himself from the principles
of the Meerut accused. He said that Kandalkar was trying to have the
Girni Kamgar Union captured by the Congress. A person named Patil
accused Kandalkar of having received Rs. 21,000 from the Congress
during the labour week in return for which he was advising the workers
to join the Congress. Philip Antone and V. H. Kulkarni were also
present.
It is reported that 11 silk merchants have given a pledge to the
Congress that they will not do commission busiiness in foreign silk without
the permission of the Congress.
The Socialistic Manifesto recently issued by some members of the
Youth League has not received the full support of the League and therefore, in order to give effect to the provisions of the manifesto, some
members of the Youth League led by Sunder Kabadi, A. A. Shaikh,
D. A. Koppikar and S. B. Mahadeshwar recently formed a society called
the Swatantra Bharat Sabha with a view to carrying on countrywide
agitation in support of the manifesto. I attach a copy of its constitution
2
and rules .
1

and

2

Not relevant here.
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In addition to the four members of the war council reported on the
24th one Mr. Desai has been co-opted as a member of the war council
of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee.
D. R. Gharpure, who was released from Nasik jail to see his mother,
who is ill at Poona, came to Bombay yesterday and left the same night
for Poona.
As a counter-blast to the meeting of the untouchables called by the
Congress Depressed Classes Party of B. J. Devrukhkar (a Mochi) to
protest against their being represented by Dr. B. R. Ambedkar at the
Round Table Conference, Siitaram Namdev Shivtarkar, General Secretary
of the Bharatiya Bahishkrit Samaj Sevak Sangh and a lieutenant of
Dr. Ambedkar, has issued leaflets calling a meeting of the untouchables
Damodar Thakersey Hall at 6 p.m., this evening to express
their confidence in the Doctor. After this meeting the untouchables
have been asked to proceed to the Congress meeting which is to be held
near the K. E. M. Hospital tQ night. There is likely to be a clash between the two parties. If I prohibited the Congress meeting, the Congress
would only make capital out of the ban, so I have decided not to
interfere with it.
About 50 volunteers left Congress House in two motor lorries at 12
midnight for Panvel, it is said in connection with the disturbance at
1
Chirner . This morning an ambulance car of the Swastik Leaghe left
Congress House for the same place. Some of the injured have already
arrived at the Congress Hospital.
I have just heard that the war council has fixed the following route
for the procession on Sunday:
Congress House, Girgaum Road, Dhobi Talao, Cruickshank Road,
Hornby Road, Flora Fountain, Esplanade Road, Mayo Road to
Cooperage.
I attach (1) a copy of the Congress Bulletin of the 25ih and (2) a
2
copy of Revolt of the 24th.
PETIGARA
/

CONFIDENTIAL

No. S. D. 4188
Home Department (Special), Poona,
24th September 1930

My
confidential
of the 20th instant in which you gave the result of the prosecution of
(1) the twelve persons who were arrested at the Town Hall on the 18th
instant for disorderly behaviour and (2) a Congress volunteer named
Vishwanath Narayan Joshi who was arrested near the Congress House
* Chirner, in Raigad district, earned a good name for an ideal Forest Satyagraha.
* Enclosures not reproduced being insignificant.

*
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on the 19th instant for assaulting Sergeant Rimnier. The sentences
appear to have been inadequate in both these cases.
I am to ask you to let Government know who the Magistrates were
who awarded these sentences.
Yours,
G. F. S. COLLINS.
D. Kealy, Esquire, I. P.,
Commissioner of Police, Bombay.
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CONFIDENTIAL
D. O.No. 5151/H/3717

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 27th September 1930.

My dear Collins.
Please see your Confidential D. O. No. S. D. 4188, dated the 24th
September 1930.
The name of the Honorary Presidency Magistrate, who tried the cases
of the 12 persons arrested near the Town Hall on the election day at the
Esplanade Police Court is Sir Shapurji B. Billimoria.
The Congress volunteer Vishwanath Narayan Joshi wasi convicted at
the Girgaum Police Court on the 20th September by the bench of
Honorary Presidency Magistrates composed of Dr. N. N. Katrak and
Mr. Bhogilal V. Deepchand.
In both the cases the accused were charged under Section 122 of the
Bombay City Police Act. The sentence in the case of the Town Hail
accused is certainly inadequate, but in the case of V. N. Joshi the
maximum punishment has been awarded.
No. S. D. 4214.
CONFIDENTIAL

HOME DEPARTMENT (SPECIAL).

Poona. 26th September 1930.
Dear Sir.
As desired, I am to return with thanks the photo copy of the Boycott
committee agreement signed by various millowners of Bombay, which
accompanied your daily report No. 4865/H/3717 of the 16th instant.
Yours truly,
G. F. S. COLLINS,
Secretary to the
Government of Bombav.
D. Healv, I. P.,
Commissioner of Police,
Bombay.
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CONFIDENTIAL

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

D. O. No. 5150/ H/ 3717
My dear Collins,

Bombay, 27th September 1930

In continuation of my D. O. No. 5134/H/3717, dated the 26th
September 1930.
The foreign cloth shops in almost all the wards of the city were
picketed yesterday. The shops in the Fort were picketed by 14 female
volunteers of the Hindustani Seva Dal.
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized on the 26th: —
I

Police Station
Esplanade ..
..
Pydhonfe ..
..
Do.
..
..
Princess Street
..
Lamington Road ..
Do.
..
..
Do.
..
..
Do,
..
..

No. of copies
136 Congress Bulletins
11
Do.
3 Patcl Report in Gujerati
51 Congress Bulletins
31
Do.
32 Young India
33 Satyagraha Pauika
62 Dynamite

Out of the 5 Congress Volunteers arrested for picketing at the Town
Hall on the 18th whose cases were postponed to the 26th. 1 was sentenced
to 4 months' R. L, I was discharged and the cases of the remaining 3
have again been postponed to the 6th October.
9 Congress volunteers, who were sent out in the Lamington Road
section to beat a bataki about a meeting in the evening, were arrested
yesterday morning for causing obstruction. They were convicted this
morning by Dr. N. N. KaRrak, Honorary Presidency Magistrate, at the
Girgaum Police Court and fined Rs. 10 each or in default 10 days'
R. I. They did not pay the fine and went to jail.
On the evening of the 26th about 1500 members of the Depressed.
Classes collected in the maidan behind the Damodar Thakersey Hall
and at about 7.15 p.m. they marched in procession to the maidan opposile
the K. E. M. Hospital where a meeting convened by the Congress
Depressed Classes Party of B. J. Devrukhkar was to be held to protest
against Dr. Ambedkar's action in accepting the invitation to the Round
Table Conference, in order to prevent the meeting being held. Long
before the time of the meeting the maidan was packed by the supporters
of Dr. Ambedkar. About 8,000 persons were present, of whom only
about 500 belonged to the Congress Party. The supporters of
Dr. Ambedkar carried placards with the following inscription:
" Doctor Ambedkar is our real leader".
" Congress is not of the workers and peasants ' \
"Down with Brahminism ",
"Congress is of the capitalists & not of the poor",
"India's freedom is our freedom", etc.,
and they cried " Baba Saheb Ambedkar ki jai . Led bv Devrao Nails
and Sitaram Namdev Shivtarkar they surrounded the dais and when
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the Congress leaders, including Virchand Panachand Shah came to the
dais they would not allow them to speak. S. B. Mahadeshwar who
tried to address them was shouted down. Virchand Panachand, on
seeing the gravity of the situation, had a conference with his colleagues
and ultimately decide not to hold the meeting and left the place. The
supporters of Dr. Ambedkar, greately elated at their success., again formed
themselves into a procession and marched back to the maidan behind
tfhe Damoda.^ Tlfakeirsey Hall wherfc tthjey were addressfed by Devrao
Naik and Dr. Ambedkar, Devrao Naik said that they had no quarrel
with the Congress people but they had no right to insult their revered
leader. He condemned the organisers of the Congress meeting and said
that the Depressed classes had shown that night that they could stand on
their own legs. Dr. Ambedkar said that he observed a peculiar mentality throughout India with respect to the Depressed Classes. Gandhi
and Nehru could never be their leaders as they had done nothing for
them. The Congress people were fighting for political freedom, while
the Depressed Classes were striving for their social uplift. He assured
his followers that he would fight for their cause at the Round Table
Conference- S. B. Mahadeshwar wanted to apologise saying that he
was deceived by Devrukhkar but he was shouted down. The meeting
was dissolved at 10-30 p.m. There was some excitement at the B. D. D.
chawls at Naigaum where the Depressed Classes reside on account of
the action of the Congress but fortunately no untoward incident occurred.
Dr. Ambedkar secured a very substantial victory over the Congress.
The Mandvi District Congress Committee held a meeting of about
450 persons at Kharak Bazaar last night to congratulate Mrs. Ramiiben.
Kamdar on her conviction and Virchand Panachand Shah on his election
as President of the War Council of the Bombay Provincial Congress
Committee. Dr. J. V. Vora presided. Dhirajlal Bhatt, Khimji Velji,
Dr. Bhanurai Shukla, Morarji M. Kamdar, Waman P. Kabadi, Abdul
Rehman Suleman Mitha, Mahmud Ali Kasuri. Maulana Mahomed
Ismail Surly and Noor Mahomed Mojawallla made speeches appealing
to the people to join the Congress and follow the example of Mrs. Kamdar. Virchand Panachand who wasi present asked the people to boycott
foreign cloth and join the Congress. He also asked the people to join the
procession on Sunday if they were prepared to suffer lathi blows. Waman
Kabadi, Abdul Rehman Mitha and Mohmud Ali Kasuri condemned
Shaukat Ali and his followers for their anti-Congress propaganda and
alleged that Government were behind Shaukat Ali'si party. Referring to
Sunday's procession, they said that Shaukat Ali's men might create a
disturbance at their procession.
A meeting of about 400 persons was held at Mumbadevi last night
under the presidentship of Virchand Panachand when speeches were
delivered by Nagindas T. Master, Narayan Balvant Deshpande, B. V«
Kampane, Y. K. Parulkar, Motilal Vyas, N. M. Kamdar and Noor
Mahomed Mojawalla, condemning the Round Table Conference and
repudiating the claim of those Indians who were going to attend it A
resolution to that effect was also passed.

559
A meeting of about 100 millhands was held at Chameliwadi, DeLisle
Road, last night at which speeches were made by P. T. Kandalkar, Harilal Xashidas and others condemning the Indians who were going to the
Round Table Conference.
In connection with the Swadeshi propaganda, the Navratra Boycott
Committee held a meeting at Harvey Road, Gamdevi, on the night of
the 26th under the presidentship of S. V. Sovani, D. S. Babrekar,
Dr. M. B. Velkar, Balubhai T. Desai, Shivjibhai Dayal and the president
made speeches appealing to the people to carry on the boycott propaganda
of the Congress if they could do nothing else. D. S. Babrekar condemned
the action of the Lamington Road Police in arresting the volunteers
who were sent out to announce the meeting by beait of a bataki.
To carry on propaganda in support of their socialistic manifesto, the
Swatantra Bharat Sabha held a meeting at Tilak Bridge, Dadar, last
night under the presidentship of Dr. G. Y. Chitnis. About 150 persons
mostly youths, attended. The president, one Karnik, Aliubal Acharya
Laud, Sunder Kabadi and A. A. Shaikh explained the various items of
the manifesto and asked the people to help the Sabha in putting them
into effect They repudiated the charge levelled against the youths that
the Sabha was started to work against the Congress, and said that
it was a child of the Congress born to direct! the present awakening or
the youths into some practical channel. Hari Bhairav Mandavale, an
old pleader, asked the organisers to include the item of national
education in their programme. He was sorry to see that the
people of Dadar were not so far successful in hoisting the Congress flag
on the two school buildings at Dadar. One Padhye said that he was
for all the items of the manifesto except the item of a constituent
assembly which, he said, would include a majority of the capitalists
and people with vested interests to the detriment of the cause
of the workers and peasants. R. M. Jambhekar made a short
speech condemning the manifesto which, he said, would not help to
solve the problems of the workers and peasants. He described the youih
leaguers as agents of the Congress capitalists. He was shouted down by
the audience and asked to cut short his speech by the president for
want of time. A. A. Shaikh who spoke last in a forceful speech coiv
demned the pseudo Communists like Jambhekar who were out simply
to vilify those who did not agree with them. He said that the youths
wanted to have some practical programme because they were convinced
"hat mere boycott of foreign cloth could never
them Swaraj.
They however had no quarrel with the Congress so long as the leaders
did not compromise with the bureaucracy and said that they were all
Congressmen striving to free their country from foreign domination.
They were not going to use the masses for ai revolution but would have
a mass revolution by putting into effect all the items of the manifesto.
The following is a complete list of the members of the new war
council of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee : —
1. Virchand Panachand Shah, President.
2. Abdul Rahman Suleman Mitha, Vice-President.
3. Mahmud Ali Kasuri, Secretary, War Council
t
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4. S. B. Thakur, Secretary, Bombay Provincial Congress Committee.
5. Saras wati Chandra Shah, Editor of Bulletin.
6. Bhumgara, G. O. C. Congress Volunteers.
7. M. Desai, Co-opted member.
In connection with the refusal of the trustees of the Halai Bhatia
Mahajan Wadi, Kalbadevi, to allow the jail feast of the Bhatias, it is
reported that an amicable settlement has since been arrived at and the
necessary permission has been granted to hold the feast on the 28th.
K. F. Nariman, Yusuf Ali Meherally, Goshiben Captain and Surji
Vallabhdas left for Mussourie yesterday to interview Motilal Nehru on
the question of permitting the wholesale piece-goods merchants to
dispose of ihe stocks of foreign goods which they have on hand.
I attach (1) a copy of the Congress Bulletin of the 26th and (2) a
copy of English leaflet headed Congress struggles on. But to what avail?
1
issued by J. K. Patel .
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CONFIDENTTAL
No. 5201/H/37I7

HEAD POLICE OFFICE

Bombay, 29th September 1930.

My dear Mr. Collins,
In continuation of my D. O. No. 5150/H/3717, dated the 27th
September 1930.
The foreign cloth shops in almost all the wards of the city were
picketed on the 27th and the 28th. The shops in the Fort were picketed
on Saturday by 14 female volunteers of the Hindustani Seva Dal but
there was no picketing in the Fort on Sunday.
On the 27th two volunteers were arrested on Kalbadevi Road under
the Picketing Ordinance on the complaint of two Muhammadans named
Abd^l Vahcd Sakoor and Habib Ahmed Atahussein who were molested
while passing with bundles of cloth. They will be tried today.
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized in Bombay:
Date
27-9-30 . .
Do...
Do...
Do. ..
Do...
Do. ..
28-9-30 . .
Do. ..
Do. ..
Do. ..
Do...

Police Staicn
Palton Road
Py^honie . .
Laminston Road
Do. ..
Do
Maharbouri
Pydhonie . .
Do. ..
Do. ..
Lamington Road
Gamdevi . .

No. of copies
32 Young India
7 Congress Bulletins^
45 Patel Reoort inGujcrati
12 Satyagraha Patrikas
82 Congress Bulletins
84
Do.
5 Prabhat Pheii Bulletins
3 Suburban Patrikas
9 Navjivan
2 Satyagraha Patrika
16 Congress Bulletins

..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..

A Congress flag was hoisted over the office of the Muccadams Association at Cotton Depot, Sewri, on the 27th by Khusroo Sorabji Nicholson
in ihe presence of about 1,500 cotton brokers and muccadams. After the
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flag was saluted by those present, Nicholson made a short speech on the
significance of the flag.
A meeting of the citizens of Bombay was held at Chaupatty on the
evening of the 27th to condemn the Indian delegates to the Round
Table Conference. Bhulabhai J. Desai, Advocate, presided. About
4,000 persons were present. Speeches were made by the
president,
S. R. Bomanji Hussein B. Tyebji, Mathuradas Kanji Matani, Habib
Shakoor, M. C. Chhagla, K. K. Suntoke, Dr. Rajabali Patel and Vithaldas
Damodar Govindji, in support of the following resolutions moved by
S. R. Bomanji and M. C. Chhagla respectively : —
(1) "This meeting of the citizens of Bombay resolves and declares
that the invitees to the Round Table Conference from Bombay
do
not represent any section of public opinion in the City or in the
5
Presidency *.
(2) "This meeting further resolves and declares that it is perfectly
futile to hold the intended Round Table Conference or to frame a
constitution for the Government of India without the Congress being
substantially represented at any such Conference".
Bhulabhai J. Desai remanded the audience that about two years ago,
when the people of Bombay had met at the same place to boycott the
Simon Commission, Sir Chimanlal Sbtalvad, M. A. Jinnah and others
were with them in condemning the Commission and he did not know
what changes there had been in the country to make these people now
go to the Round Table Conference in defiance of the country's wishes.
There could be no Conference without the representatives of the
Congress and the only man who could speak for the millions of the
people of India was Gandhi. Although it was a meeting of the citizens
of Bombay, he was surprised that none of the invitees to the Round
Table Conference was present. How could they go to England to settle
India's demands when they knew that the Indians wouldi not accept the
decision of the Round Table Conference. He said that though they did
not agree with all the items of the Congress programme, no one could
deny that the Congress was the only body capable of negotiations and
producing a settlement which the country would abide by. S. R. Bomanji
criticising the candidates to the Round Table Conference, said that the
three Parsi delegates had no right to speak on behalf of the 50,000
1
Parsis. M. C. Chhagla condemned the Muhammadan delegates and said
that he was surprised to see Jinnah co-operating with men like Ghaznavi
and others whom he had fought all his life. He condemned Shaukat All,
who called himself an outlaw and anti-British, for his anti-Congress
activities.
The Lohana Association held a meeting of about 150 Lohanas at
Vithalwadi on the night of the 27th at which speeches were made
appealing to the people to boycott British goods. They congratulated
A. V. Thakkar and other members of the community who were sentenced
in connection with the Civil Disobedience Movement.
1
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Chhagla's condemnation is significant because he was one time Jinnalrs assistant
and disciple.
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At a meeting of about 800 millhands held by the F Ward District
Congress Committee at Poibavdi b. B. Mahadeshwar, K. G. Kubal,
S. D. Acharya and one Patil made speeches condemning the action of the
depressed cJasses in breaking up the Congress meeting held on the night
of the 26th and alleging that they had the support of the Police. They
refuted the claim of the delegates to the Round Table Conference to
represent the people and said that they would soon return with their
faces blackened.
An appeal to boycott foreign cloth and give up drink was made at a
meeting of about 200 people held on Saturday at Tulsi Building, Khetwadi,
Master
Patil spoke.
auspices
Jains was held at Tamba Kata. Pydhonie, on Saturday to congratulate
Virchand Panachand Shah on his election to the presidentship of the war
council. Velji Lakhamsey Napoo presided. Mulji T. Kapadia, Solicitor,
and others made speeches eulogising the services of Virchand Panachand
in the cause of the country and appealing to the Jains to come forward to
people said that
carry on the struggle.
their non-violent struggle and the boycott movement were the most effective
h Government. Referring to the visit
to the Congress House of C. I. D. officers in connection with Sunday';
procession he said that the police were afraid to allow the procession by a
particular route. He declared that the route had not been changed at all.
He asked the people to join the procession if they were prepared to suffer
lathi blows.
There was a disturbance at a meeting of about 400 persons. Mostly
Muhammadans, held at Jaziwadi, Cadell Road, Mahim, on Saturday night
under the auspices of the Mahim Branch of the G Ward District Congress
Committee. Abdul Rahman Suleman Mitha presided. He said that it
was not a fact that the Congress was fighting to establish a 'Hindu Raj'.
Every community would have its due share in Swaraj and, therefore, it
was the duty of all the people of India to support the Congress. Mahmud
Ali Kasuri moved a resolution that the residents of Mahim fully supported
the decision of the Congress to boycott the Round Table Conference
and emphatically repudiated those persons who had decided to attend
it in defiance of the wishes of the country. He said that the invitees
were Nawabs, Rajas, and title holders who would fight among them*
selves and make India a laughing stock of the world. Messrs. Jinnah
and Mahomed Ali were invited by the Viceroy and not elected by the
people (cries of 'Do not mention names') Mahomed Ali, of Dharavi
in supporting the resolution quoted a verse from the Quran to
the effect that Muslims could not have friendship with Jews and
Christians. (He was interrupted by a member of the audience who said
that the verse was incomplete). Referring to the Ali brothers, he said
that thev had not accepted the Nehru ReDort which was for Dominion
Status as they were for complete independence. New that the Congress
was fightfrig for independence they were going to the Round Table
A-U5-36-B.
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Contrerence to get Dominion Status. When the president asked whether
anybody wanted to oppose the resolution, a Muhammadan got up ano
said that all of them were opposed to the resolution. This was a signal
tor a general rusn by the anti-Congress section towards the speakers on
the dais. Some of them were armed with lathis. At this time it was
stated that a man had been stabbed on the wrist. This caused a panic
among the audience and people began to run helter-skelter. The man
also
ol.
Mah
people who were still loitering near the meeting-place. The resolution
agaifrst the Round Table Conterence was not passed. Some rowdies
while leaving the place smashed the wind screens of a Congress motor
lorry and a motor car on the road and; cut the tyres of the car with a
knife. In the stampede one Congress volunteer named Jhukam
Bihariprasaa received serious injuries to his head and was removed 16
the Congress Hospital. The report appearing in the Sunday Chronicle
that Abdul Rahman Mitha was assaulted and kicked by a Sergeant is
false. He was merely pushed by one of the officers as he would not
move away.
Under the auspices of the Bekar Kamgar Association a meeting of
about 400 miillhands was held at Lalbaug on the 27th at which G. L.
Salvi presided.
Mhapankar
Majid and G. L. Kandalkar made speeches
strengthen the Girni Kamgar Union and to co-operate with the Congress
in solving the question of unemployment. They also warned the people
not to joitl the new Bekar Kamgar Union started by S. V. Deshpande
who was responsible for the weakening of the labour movement.
On Sunday morning the various prabhat pheris went about in different
localities singing Congress songs.
The monthly flag salutation ceremony was held at Tilak Bridge yesterday morning. The Congress flag was hoisted by Virchand Panachand in
the presence of about 800 persons including 300 Congress volunteers,
and 10 female volunteers of the Hindustani Seva Dal. Some children of
the Vanar Sena sang Congress songs. Virchand Panachand asked tht
people not to forget the respect which was due to the flag which was
flying from one end of the country to the other.
About 50 Congress volunteers paraded on the Hindu Gymkhana
morning for an hoik in preparation for the hoisting of
the Congress flag at Shivneri Fort near Junnar in the Poona district.
Congress volunteers also moved about in lorries with placards bearing
the inscription 'Boycott Round Table Conference'.
In order to ascertain as instructed by Government, whether the
president of the war council of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee
would give an undertaking not to lead the procession on to the Cooperage, I sent an officer to obtain an undertaking from him. He
consulted his lieutenants Abdul Rahman Kassam Mitha and Mahmud
the Prince of Wales
and agreed
disperse. At 4 p.m.,
May
on the 28th a procession of about 5,000 persons, including 50 Desh
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Sevikas and 200 male vounteers, left the Congress House with Congress
flags and two black flags. The processionists also carried placards
bearing the following inscription 'Down with Government to a dies', 'Why
Round Table Conference Farce to perpetuate British tyranny", ' Who
will attend Round Table Conference—selfish Indians" etc.
The procession was led by Virchand Panachand Shah, Abdul Rahman
Kassam Mitha and Mahmud Ali Kasuri, who wore garlands, along the
route, which I gave in the daily letter of the 26th. The volunteers
shouted the usual slogans. On reaching the Prince of Wales statue the
processionists turned to the right and after going about 150 yards dispersed. No attempt was made to go on the Cooperage where an adequate
Police force was posted. The procession took about 15 minutes tc
pass the Institute of Science. It was very much smaller than any of the
previous processions that entered the Fort. The processionists dispersed
in a peaceful manner and the function passed off quietly.
A large number of the spectators did not go beyond the Esplanade
Maidan as rumour spread that there were one thousand policemen
waiting on the Cooperage.
The residents of Mazagaon held a meeting of about 400 persons
yesterday
to congratulate 5 released volunteers. Dhirajlal
Banker,
brother of Shankerlal Banker, presided. The president, Gordhandas
Desai, K. K. Sanpat, S. D. Acharya, S. G. Keni, Vithaldas Bhagwandas
and others made speeches congratulating the released satyagrahis and
appealing the people to join the Congress movement without fear of jailAbout 2,000 members of the Bhatia community participated in the
jail dinner which was arranged yesterday at the Halai Bhatia Mahajanwadi, Kalbadevi. The ceremony began with the hoisting of the Congress flag by Morarji M. Kamdar. In the afternoon a meeting of the
community was held under the presidentship of Mrs. Samibai Dharmsey
Chaturbhuj when tributes were paid to the Bhatia men and women who
had taken part in the Congress movement. It was followed by the jail
dinner consisting of Juvari bread and vegetables.
On the evening of the 28th K. Natrajan addressed a meeting of about
100 Bene Israels at Nagpada Neighbourhood Hall. He traced the history
of the Bene Israel community which, he said was the oldest minority
community in India. Although the community was small it had never
been oppressed by the majority communities. Referring to the present
Congress movement, he said that it was based on the principle of Ahimsa
and therefore the minority communities should not be afraid of their
position in a free India and should take an active part in the movement.
l. G. Sampson presided.
Three other meetings were held yesterday two in G Ward and one in
D Ward—where the people were exhorted to boycott foreign cloth and
give up drink.
The Navratra Boycott Committee held three meetings on the 27th at
Grant Road, Byculla and Elphinstone Road, respectively at which
speeches were made exhorting the people to boycott foreign cloth and
use Swadeshi articles.
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The Girni Kamgar Union held a meeting of about 1,000 millhands at
Lalbaug yesterday under the presidentship of G. L. Kandalkar. The
president, G. L. Salvi, Sunder P. Kabadi, Sadashiv C. Mhapankar and
R. B. Neherkar made speeches in support of two resolutions, one congratulatmg Subhas Chandra Bose, the president of the All India Trade
Union Congress, on his release and the other mourning the loss of
Joseph Maptista.
Mahmud Ali, secretary of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee,
wrote to the Sunday Chronicle correcting the Chronicle report that
R. J. Bhumgara and S. D. Thakur were members of the war council.
Harjivan Valji has announced in the Chronicle of the 29th that he
has resigned his J. P. ship and also renounced his title of Rao Saheb as
a protest against the repressive policy of Government.
Maulana Shaukat Ali states that he is not going to have any procession
to the Mole on the 4th October. His supporters will go down to Ballard
Pier but will make no demonstration unless the Congress people organise
a hostile demonstration against those who are proceeding by the Viceroy
of India to take part in the Round Table Conference.
I attach (a) a copy of the Congress Bulletin of the 27th, (b) a copy of
Revolt of the 28th, (c) a copy of Boycott Supplement of the Congress
1
2
Bulletin of the 28th , and (d) a copy of the bi-weekly Dynamite of the 27th.
K. J. PETIGARA.
for Commissioner of Police.
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 136.

Bombay, 27th September 1930.

THE TRUTH ABOUT CHIRNER TRAGEDY.—As certain accounts
have appeared in Anglo-Indian papers presumably inspired by designing
agents of the Government, it is necessary to state the truth about th«
tragedy at Chirner in as brief and clear a manner as possible.
Panvel is a centre of Congress activities carrying on vigorous propaganda in the surrounding villages. Recently Mr. Gupte the dictator of
Panvel decided to initiate forest satyagraha. The first satyagraha took
place on the 8th September and the 2nd on the 11th. On these occasions
the villagers used to assemble in the open maidan at the foot of the
hills. Immediately the police would arrest these speakers and others
actively taking part in the demonstrations. Fourteen Congress volunteers
and eight peasants have been already convicted and sentenced to
terms varying from 8 months to 1 year.
FOREST SATYAGRAHA WEEK.—It was the intention of the
Panvel Congress workers to celebrate a satyagraha week. Every day of
the week satyagraha was to be offered at one selected centre or other.
The satyagraha week was to be opened with the offering of satvagraha
at Chirner. So according to programme about 5,000 people assembled
in the maidan at the foot of the wooded hills by 2 p. m. on Thursday.
1

and

2
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This lime, however, it had been decided that there would be no speeches
or other demonstrations except the actual satyagraha which consisted of
the more or less symbolic act of cutting down the branches of the trees.
Exactly at 2 p. m. at the signal of a bugle call the villagers began
ascending the hill to do satyagraha'. At this point Inspector Patil
approached one of the Congress workers and inquired of him when the
satyagraha was to commence. On hearing that it had already started,
he, accompanied by a force of 20 policemen, began ascending the hill.
The path up the hill was a very narrow one allowing of progress only
in single file. The police party was accompanied by Dr. Phadke and
T
a sqjiad of Ambulance volunteers. The police in their march used J
sight some man or other cutting down the branches and would immediately arrest him. Thus they proceeded till where the National Flag
had been planted and had by that time arrested five people. Dr. Phadke
apprehending no trouble from the police then returned to the foot of
the hill where the Mamlatdar was standing and began conversing with
him. According to Dr. Phadke it was then 2.45 p. m.
POLICE START TERRORISM UNDER COVER.—At this time
they received news that the police were assaulting stray villagers on the
hill. Immediately ithe villagers who had assembled on the maidan made
a rush to the hill. Dr. Phadke and the Congress
volunteers also ran
up, followed by the Mamlatdar. The villagers who were in an excited
mood again began cutting down the branches though the satyagraha had
been stopped half an hour after commencement. The volunteers then
appealed to the villagers in the name of Mahatma Gandhi to desist from
such conduct. The villagers though excited and indignant stopped cutting down the branches. They then demanded that the hand-cuffs must
be removed from the hands of the arrested. The Mamlatdar acceded
to this demand. It was then past 4. The whole party then proceeded
to descend. The arrested satyagrahis escorted by the police were in
front. They were followed by the villagers with the Inspector, the
Mamlatdar and Forest Officers on one side surrounded by a strong
corden of Congress volunteers. Thus descending they reached the
maidan and came up to the rivulet. There the main party stopped to
drink water. But the police with the arrested people walked on.
BRUTAL AND COWARDLY ATTACK BY THE POLICE—All this
time the villagers were shouting that they too should be arrested since
everyone of them had violated the law. It was now about 5 and it was
then when there was clear daylight that the firing occurred, Why the
police fired and who ordered them to do so is a secret of the Government which they may well hide within their murderous breast. But this
is as clear as the daylieht and as irreproachable as Truth from which
this Government stands diverced.
THE POLICE FIRED WITHOUT ANY PROVOCATION AND
FIRED FROM AMBUSH.—The firing lasted about 10 minutes. About
60 people were wounded and was attended to Dr. Phadke and his
colleagues.
A BRAVE
MAMLATDAR.-The
circumstances under which
Mr. Joshi. the Mamlatdar, met with his death were narrated to us by
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various people all of whom agree in particulars. We shall however give
the version of Miss. Gupte, a sevika of Panvel who was next to the
Mamlatdar when he was shot dead. According to our young sister,
who along with a few women companions, had accompanied the party,
as soon as she heard the gunfire she moved up to the Mamlatdar. to
seek safety thinking there will be no firing on that side. The Mamlatdar,
surprised that the police should have resorted to firing, stepped out to
stop this cowardly and inhuman attack. It was then that he fell.
Miss Gupte says that 2 shots passed close to her and she escaped only
by a providential accident. One of these shots hit the Mamlatdar who
fell down dead.
VILLAGERS GET PROVOKED.—The villagers were thoroughly
infuriated at this firing and thinking that the Inspector was responsible
for it made an onslaught at him. He was however protected by the
Congress volunteers at great risk who caught hold of the lathis and even
the hatchets with which the villagers were threatening him. In the
struggle, however, the Inspector received 2 or 3 lathi blows. The Congress volunteers rescued him from the indignant villagers and took the
Forest Officer and the Inspector to a bush where there kept in hiding
for 3 quarters of an hour by which time the villagers had dispersed.
The Inspector then took off his cap and uniform, tied them in a bundle,
put on Khaddar clothes and escorted by Congress volunteers was taken
to Chirner where he was given food and then taken in safety to Panvel
in the night. The Forest Officer who was shocked at the events
and who was hustled in the melee fainted on sight of the dead body of
his assistant. He was given a stimulent injection and also escorted
safely by Congress volunteers.
THE COWARDLY POLICE TURN PANICKY.—The conduct of
the police after the firing is a study in despicable cowardice. Feeling
they were running short of ammunition they left the cover of the "bush
and began to flee stopping at times only to turn round and fire wild shots.
It was thus that they shot each other.
Entering the village of Chirner they rushed through and escaped to
Panvel all the while frantically firing all round.
There Is much more of the story to tell. We shall not comment or
draw conclusion. But we hope the public will not miss the outstanding
facts.
The Police opened fire on an assemblage which had kept itself
(thoroughly non-violent up to that time, in a manner which leads one
to believe that it was pre-meditated and thus was a directed act of
terrorism.
After firing they ran amok in cowardly fear thus betraying the sad
morale of the force.
The Government authorities when acquainted of the firing did not take
any steps to look after the wounded or render any other aid. Instead
of taking any such humanitarian steps they sent fresh police perhaps to
do added terrorism.

Thus the Government have arrived at a division of functions as
and
It is for the Government to murder and to destroy it is for the
Congress to Protect and to Redeem.
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CONFIDENTIAL
Bombay, 30.lh September 1930.
No. 5217/H/3717.
Collins
of
my
D.
O.
No.
5201/H/3717,
dated
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29th
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September 1930.
foreign cloth shops in almost all the wards of the city were
picketed on the 29th. The shops in the Fort were picketed yesterday
by 14 female volunteers of the Hindustani Seva Dal, but there was no
picketing at Carnac Bunder and Wadi Bunder Goods Yards.
The two volunteers arrested on Kalbadevi Road on the 27th were
convicted under the Picketing Ordinance on the 29th and sentenced to
4 months' rigorous imprisonment each. Yesterday two more volunteers
1
were arrested for molesting a Parsi named Dadablioy Maneckji while
purchasing some foreign cloth at Old Hanuman Lane. They will be
tried today.
The following unauthorised news sheets were seized on the 29th :
No, of copies

Police Station
Princess Street
Do.
Pydhonie
Lamington Road
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.

•

•

•

•

•

«

•

•

•

•

160 Congress Bulletins
9 Suburban Patrikas
7 Congress Bulletins
88
Do.
68 Satyagraha Patrika
2 Patel Report in Gujcrati
2 Dynamite
2 Boycott Supplement of
Congress Bulletin.

Under the auspices of the Bombay Youth League and the Swatantra
Bharat Sabha, a public meeting of about 250 persons was held at the
Blavatsky Lodge, French Bridge, on the evening of the 29th to carry on
propaganda in support of the socialistic manifesto of the League.
Dr. G. Y. Chitnis presided. The president, V. B. Karnik, A. A. Shaikh,
T. L. Acharya and S. V. Deshpande made speeches in support of resolutions (1) condemning the Round Table Conference and its Indian
delegates and (2) supporting the manifesto of the League. The president
said that they were all pledged to the Lahore Congress resolution of
complete independence. The Congress was striving for that independence,
but it had not chalked out the future independence programme and therefore the Youth League had put forward that programme in the form of
their manifesto which would bring freedom to the majority of the
* A great labour leader, thinker and Rcyist who preached radical humanism,
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workers and peasants in the country. V. B. Karnik, A. A. Shaikh and
Aliubal Acharya also spoke in support of the two resolutions and
condemned Ithe Indian capitalists and the British imperialists. S. V.
Deshpande congratulated the Youth League on the bold step they had
taken against the Congress capitalists in putting forward the manifestoHe condemned the Congress which was fighting for the independence of
a few capitalists only and said that it was futile to appeal to the workers
to help in the boycott movement, because the poor workers had no
money to purchase anything, much less foreign cloth. He declared himself in support of many of the items of the manifesto but said that the
constituent assembly would not help the workers and the peasants. To
!help these toiling millions they must have power in their hands and to
get that power they must have a revolution by which they could get rid
of British imperialism. By revolution he meant a general strike of
all workers, non-payment of taxes to Government, and non-payment of
rent to the landlords. When that took place, the capitalists and British
imperialists would be forced to use their guns and bayonets which the
workers could snatch away and use against them.
Under the auspices of the Swadeshi Dharma Udyoga Mandir a meeting
of about 300 persons was held yesterday at Girgaum Back Road near
the Congress House at which Abdul Rahman Mitha presided. The
president, Dr. A. P. Kothare, Dr. Rajaballi Patel, Jayantilal Shantilal,
Pranlal Kalidas and Mahadeo Pardeshi made speeches appealing to the
people to help the Mandir by purchasing Swadeshi cloth and other
articles from the Mandir.
The Navratra Boycott Committee held a meeting of about 200 persons
at Morarji Goculdas Building, Khetwadi Main Road, yesterday. Chotalal C. Ghia presided and speeches were made by the president, Mohanlal
M. Desai, S. L. Silam and Shivji Devshi exhorting the people to boycott
foreign cloth and use Swadeshi articles. Mohanlal Desai said that the
boycott of foreign cloth and the use of Swadeshi were the two most
effective weapons which they could use against the Government.
B. G. Lohakare, who has been appointed the General Secretary of the
Hindustani Seva Dal in place of Dr. N. S. Hardikar, came to Bombay
on the morning of the 29th. He inspected the Seva Dal volunteers at
the Congress House. About 200 members were present. After the
inspection he addressed the volunteers and asked them to improve their
discipline and set an example to the country. Referring to the flag
salutation ceremonies he said that these ceremonies should not take
more than 5 minutes and should be carried out with briskness and in a
disciplined manner.
The executive committee of the anti-Priest Craft Association at its
meeting yesterday passed a resolution congratulating their co-members,
Purshottam Tricumdas, P. R. Lele and S. S. Batliwala on their conviction in the service of the motherland.
An aftermath of the permission given by the majority of the trustees
of the Bhatia Mahajanwadi to hold the jail dinner on Sunday the 28th
is the resignation of two of the trustees, Devfdas Madhavji Thakersey
(President) and Mathuradas Haribahi (Treasurer),
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There will be a women's procession on Friday next which will start
from the Sukhanand's Dharamshala and go to the Esplanade Maidan.
where it will disperse after a meeting is held.
In connection with the boycott of the Round Table Conference a
meeting of the pro-Congress Mussalmans of Bombay will be held at the
Esplanade Maidan on the evening of the 2nd.
The satyagraha committee had declared a hartal on the 4th October
on which date the delegates will sail for England. There will also be a
meeting in the evening on the Esplanade Maidan to denounce the Round
Table Conference.
Mr. Jayantilal M. Kamdar, son of Mrs. Ramiben Kamdar, reported
to the Lamington Road Police on Sunday last that 4 Europeans who
were driving in car No. C. 2327 near Cutch Castle, Sandhurst Road, on
the morning of that day snatched away Congress flags from the members
of a prabhat pheri party. He attempted to stop the car by holding his
flag in front of it but the Europeans took away his flag also and drove
away. He followed them and saw them entering the fourth floor of
Behestan Building opposite the Colaba Post Office. He reported the
matter to the Colaba Police Station. A Sergeant was sent with him and
4 Congress flags which were found lying outside the door of the flat on
the fourth floor were attached. He learned that one of the four Europeans
Mr. Whitson
His statement
was recorded. Mr. Whitson and Mr. Harrison came to the Lamington
Road Police Station yesterday. The former, who was driving the car,
explained that a boy from the prabhat pheri party jumped suddenly ii?
front of his car when he pulled up and the members of 'the prabhat
pheri surrounded the car and began to molesit the occupants. As the
attitude of the members of the prabhalt pheri was threatening, the
Congress flags were removed from their hands. Jayantilal M. Kamdar
who was standing near the Opera House also thrust his flag in front of
the car and it was also taken away. He however offered an apology
on behalf of himself and the other three occupants of the car but
Mr. Kamdar would not accept the apology unless the names of the other
three Europeans were given to him. Mr. Whitson has promised to
supply the names to him. As the facts disclosed that the snatching of
the flags was merely an act of mischief, Mr. Kamdar was referred to a
magistrate after his statement was recorded in the non-cognizable register.
BOMBAY CONGRESS BULLETIN
No. 6.

Bombay, 28-9-1930.
The mass picketing is being
cont'nued
as usual and it is
having tremendous effect on the buyers. Only the persons who
are bent upon buying foreign cloth, and decided that they cannot do
without it come to the market to purchase it, otherwise there are no
customers of foreign cloth.
I
foreign
manner
1. Sent out directly from the warehouses,

>
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2. Sent out from the godowns of Grahams, Rallys, Grindlays, ^nd
Espinns.
3. Sent out from the market godowns in the night.
4. Sent out directly by the boycotted mills.
5. Sent out by bribing some of the volunteers.
The B. P. C. C. is going to reorganise picketing in such a manner as
to stop all these loopholes encouraging dishonestly and cheating.
On the other hand the picketing has been successful.
L In closing a number of shops.
2. In getting foreign cloth sealed.
3. In making the merchants agree to the Congress terms.
4. In reducing the sale of foreign cloth to an irreducible minimum.
5. In getting muccadams promise not to handle foreign cloth, and
boycotted mills cloth, without pass or permit.
6. In getting pressmen to promise not to press foreign cloth and
boycotted mills cloth, without pass or permit.
The Secretary of the All India Congress Working Committee in a
communique to the Provincial Secretaries warns most emphatically that
no arrangement or understanding can be arrived at between the foreign
cloth dealers and the Provincial Congress Committees.
*

*

*

BOYCOTT OF BRITISH INSURANCES.—The B. P. C. C. has
issued a statement that the Foreign Insurance Companies should be
boycotted. We would advise the public to first boycott the British
Insurance Co. and then the foreign ones. The ban is intended for
stopping any future transactions to be entered into with the foreign
concerns, and especially British. We would like to affirm that this is
not due to any hatred against, but because we are out to destroy the
system that holds our Government into its grips.
BOYCOTT COMMITTEE'S BAN.—The ~ Boycott Committee has
entered into an agreement with the Native Piece Goods Merchants'
Association and the Hindustani Merchants' Association to the effect that
the cloth that they had ordered up to 3rd July 1930 should be allowed
to be cleared out within a period ending 31st December 1930 and that
in the meantime the merchants should not place any order with the
banned mills. A similar agreement has been made with the merchants
dealing in Madras Mill cloth, but the remaining mill cloth is to be
sealed because they import from Manchester. Only recently, the
Ahmedabad Congress Committee has included the Marsden Mills in the
Swadeshi list.
Thus the ban has been suspended in case of the cloth that has already
been ordered, but for any future order the ban remains. The merchants
ordering from outside are earnestly requested not to place any orders
with thes3 boycotted mills until they agree to the Congress terms. The
aeents of these mills have deliberately been trying to show that the
Congress has done them injustice by imposing the ban, but they convenient! v forget that it is their immoral trade with the foreigners that is
responsible for the condition of the starving masses of India, while at the
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same time filling the pockets if India's oppressors. If they wish to trade
in India and with Indians, they must do so on the terms that Indians
dictate and think proper.
*

*

*

PART II
BOMBAY PRESIDENCY POLICE ABSTRACTS OF INTELLIGENCE
In this Part of the Volume is incorporated the source material culled
from the Bombay Presidency Police Secret Abstracts of Intelligence. In the
nature of things these Abstracts of Intelligence are yet secret and not
accessible to students of History or research scholars. They are, probably,
the most authentic documents which were originally got prepared for
helping the framing of policy and execution of measures for maintaining
law and order by the alien British Government. It can by no stretch o)
imagination be said that everything that is mentioned in these Abstracts*
is true. As a matter of fact, in the course of vetting the material this
Editor found that several observations made and assessment of the events
done by the Police authorities in these Abstracts are not borne out by
facts and truth about the events* It has, therefore, been incumbent upon
the Editor to record his own observations in the Notes and Footnotes.
It should, however, be acknowledged that these documents are quite
trustworthy for studying the history of freedom struggle.
The Police reports mention the names and activities of innumerable
local leaders and activists, who participated in the freedom struggle. It
has been necessary that very brief notes about their role in the national
struggle should be funrshed. Such an effort has been done in footnotes,
within the constraints of available space. The users of this Volumn, ii
is believed, will find the footnotes very useful.
It may be noted that the Bombay Presidency Police Abstracts 0$
Intelligence give the reports for all the districts then in the Presidency.
The material pertaining to the districts presently included in Maharashtra has been culled from the same.
These districts include:
(/) Bombay Suburban District, (2) Thana, (3) Kolaba, (4) Ratnadri,
4
(5) Poona, {6) Satat a, (7) Sholapur, (8) Ahmednagar, (9) Nasik, (10) East
Khandesh (now Jalgaon), and (11) West Khandesh (now Dhulid). Roughly
speaking these districts, alongwith Kolhapur and Sangli which were
constituted later, are said to constitute Western Maharashtra of preseiii
day. The reports pertaining to Bombay City have not been included as the
Daily Reports of the Police Commissioner of Bombay have been
separately available and are, hence given in Part I of this Volume. These
eleven districts were included in three administrative Divisions as under'.
Central Division—Nasik. Ahmednagar, East and West Khandesh
Poona. Satara and Sholapur„
Northern Division :—Thana and Bonibay Suburban Districts
Southern Division:—Ratnagirt and Kolaba.
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CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE MOVEMENT IN WESTERN
MAHARASHTRA.
Gandhiji picked up a handful of salt at Dandi sea-shore on the morning
of Oth April 1930 and this marked the inauguration of the Civil Disobedience
Movement all over India. In Maharashtra, the movement was simultaneously inaugurated at Vile Parle, now a suburb of Bombay, but then a
town in Bombay Suburban District. Gandhiji had nominated Jamaalal
Bajaj as the first "dictator".
A grand camp (chhawani) was established
at Vile Parle, and elaborate arrangements were made- Besides Bajaj and
the eminent leaders of Bombay, all eminent Maharashtra leaders
participated in the Salt Satyagraha at Vile Parle. They included
Shankarrao Dattatraya Deo, S. D. Javadekar, G. V. Ketkar (son-in-law of
Lokmanya Tilak). Vasudeo Vithal Dastane, Dr. V, V. Athitlye and
Anant Vasudeo Sahasrabuddhe. Kasturba Gandhi and Janakidevi Bajaj
were also camping in the Vile Parle Chhavani.
Several batches of volunteers had gone to Vile Parle, many of them on
toot from Poona, Nasik, Jalgaon, Ahmednagar and Satara. It was a grand
spectacle, young men and women bringing sea water from the Juhu Sea
and boiling it in large, pans so as to prepare edible salt.
The Salt Satyagraha was launched almost all over Maharashtra
simultaneously. An elaborate organisation had already been established.
At the appex there was the Maharashtra Civil Disobedience Commtitee9
whereas there were committees in all districts9 talukas and active vilfages*
There was a hierachy of "Dictators" and "War Councils" which had
defined functions to perform.
G. V. Ketkar was the President of the
Maharashtra Civil Disobedience Committee, while Shankarrao Deo was
its Secretary.
It may be pertinent here to quote from an authoritative book to enable
the readers to understand the nature of the movement in Maharashtra,
" With prior consultation with Gandhiji, the Maharashtrian leaders
established the Maharashtra Civil Disobedience Committee for directing
the movement in Western Maharashtra, excluding Bombay. Shankarrao
Deo and S. D. Jawadekar were the souls of this organisation. They
inducted hundreds of local leaders and volunteers in practically every
district. The first war council for Western Maharashtra was appointed,
in consultation with Gandhiji, on 13 March 1930 at Pune. Besides Deo
and Jawadekar, the other members of the War Council comprised
G. V. Ketkar of Pune, Dr. V. V. Athalye of Satara, S. P. Patwardhan o\
Ratnagiri and V. V. Dastane of Bhusawal. All of them rallied public
opinion all over Maharashtra and encouraged formation of war
councils and satyagraha committees in all districts and many tahsiti places.
A network of camps, called chhavanis, were formed with the assistance
of local leaders. The Civil Disobedience Movement in all its phases, such
as salt satyagraha, forest satyagraha, picketing and boycott of foreign
cloth shops and wirte shops and mass rallies, was launched through the
nooks and corners of Western Maharashtra. The emphasis on salt
satyagraha lasted till the end of May 1930 after which the strategy was
*
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c'tianged to jor est satyagraha. All these programmes were formulated
with the concurrence of Mahatma Gandhi.
" Besides the members of the War Council, i<he activities of the Maharashtra
Civil Disobedience Committee were directed and executed by many
devoted leaders, a few names of whom are mentioned below :
"Gangadharrao Deshpande, Krishnaji Prabhakar Khadilkar, T. R.
Deogirikar, Narhar Vishnu Gadgil, Prof. Dharmmand Kosambi, Gaianan
Narayan Kanitkar, Achyutrao Suaram tatwuranan, Appasaheb Patwardnan,
Achyut Balwant Kolhatkar, J. M. Mehta, Lalji Pendse, R. N. Mandtik,
L. B. Bhopatkar, Damodar Vishwanmh GoKnale, Pauatraya Nathoba
Wandrekar, PopatlaL Shah, hhnpad Shmkar Navare,
Kamatadevi
Chattopadhyaya, Prof. R. V. Rabade, S_bnmvas Ganesh bardesai, Vuhai
Vasudeo Gokhale, Ramkrishnadas Buwa, Waman Pandumng Kabadi,
Govindrao Dharmaji
Vortak, Hanummt
Ramchandra
Mahaian,
M. R. Gosavi, Vasudeo Govind Kulkarm, Amasaheb
Phulambrikar,
Kundanmal Hob hochand tirodiya,
K. £• Sumant, Dr. Krishnarao
Antrolikar, Pandit Shivprasad Sharma, S. M. Joshi, Nanasahet Gore,
Dattatraya Balkrishna Kaleikar, Narayan Suaram Phadke, taudurang
Sadashiv Sane, G. V. Ketkar (Tilak's son-in-law), H. V. Tulpule,
ur. A . K. Bhagwat, Senupati Bapat, N. C. Ketkar, J. S. Karandikar,
Keshavraa Marotrao Jedhe, Atmasaheb Shinde, P. K. Hhirolkor,
G. S. Palsule, D. V. Divekar, Baburao Bhide, S. G. Remade, Appasaheb
*

Apte, Haribhau M. Joshi, Tctrkaieertha Laxmanshastri Joshi, Sakhavalkar,
Vinoba Bhave, Veer WamomaQ Joshi, Dr. Uoxayaa Bhaskar Khare,
Moreshwar Vasudeo Abhyankar, Nilkanth Ramrao Deshmukh, Purmhottam
Balwant Gole, R. S. Ruikar, Bnjlal Biyani, Poonamchand Ranka,
Pandit Sunderlal, Pandit Bhagwandin, M. S. Aney, Mrs. Durgabai Joshi,
Dr. Balkrishna Shivaram Munje, Keshavrap Baiiram Hedgewar, Purushottam
Yeshwant Deshpande, Ramrao Madhavrao Deshmukh, Anasuyabai Kale,
Dattatraya Ganesh Kale, Hari Vinayak Pataskar, Dhanaji Nana Chaudhari,
Deokinandan Narayan, Ziprubuwa, Shankar Motiram Kabra, Sitaram Bhauji
Chaudhari, R. D. Bhoge, Appasaheb Ranadive, Anant
Vasudeo
Sahastrabuddhe, V. B. Karnik, D. B. Karnik, etc.
"Pwie had its own war council on ihe pattern of Bombay. Balukaka
Kanitkar, Deo, Deogirikar, Khadilkar, Jawodekar and Gadgil were tht
backbone of the council. The collaboration of non-Brahmin leaders like
Keshavrao Jedhe and Annasaheb Shinde fortified the strength of the.
movement. The leaders of the Responsive Co-operation Party sucn as
N. C. Ketkar, Bhopatkar, D. V. Gokhale, P. K. Shiralkar, G. S. Palsule,
D. V. Divekar, Aney, Munje and many others relinquished office, if any,
and supported the forest satyagraha and other aspects of Civil Disobedience.
Many of the Pune leaders contributed to the satyagraha outside Pune.
The Maharashtra Satyagraha Patrika, a counterpart of the Congress
Bulletin, was widely circulated from Pune.
"The coastal districts gave an excellent account during the salt satyagraha.
The hitherto politically backward district of Ratnagiri was thoroughly
camps were opened at Shiroda, Vengurla,
Ratnagiri, Malvan, Mithbav, Arvali and Redi in the district. From the
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beginning Gangadharrao Deshpande and Appasaheb Patwardhan had
Das
stirred the mass mind.
S. G. Ranade, Appasaheb Apte, SaktiavaiKar and Mir ShukruUa, Consequently the camps in the aismct received excellent local support. The
war councils of Bombay, Pune and Maharashtra sent sizeable reinforcements, in men and money, to these camps.
"Tht battle front in Raigad district was aoiivated by R. N. Manddk,
Ketkar and Haribhau Joshi.
t
culminated into the famous Chirner forest
Pen was the centre of Civii Disobedience in the district. Demonstrations
and large public meetings were held almost daily,. Thane district was
>f Jamnadas Mehta, Bhopatkar, B.aburao
Gokhale and Govindrao Vartak. But the most successful salt satyagraha,
>k place at Shiroda. It is, therefore, time
l
to know more about it. "
Activities of the Maharashtra Provincial Congress Committee have been
furnished, vide Para 1339 of the Abstracts.
The satyagraha activities of the M. P. C. C. included the below mentioned
ones:
1. Manufacture, sale, and possession of contraband salt.
2. Non-payment of fees for cutting grass and timber,, and grazing
cattle.
3. Picketing of liquor and toddy shops, and preventing auctions.
4. Boycott of foreign cloth.
5. National flag salutations.
6 Violation of prohibitory orders under Section 144 of C. P. C.
7. Boycott of Government servants.
— Editor
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POLITICAL. POLITICO-RELIGIOUS AND RACIAL MOVEMENT
2

660. Civil Disobedience Movement, Agitation.
(1) Bombay Suburban District, April 5.—At a meeting at Chembur on
April 4, B. G. Kher said that the British Imperialism was crushing them.
Gandhi was out to destroy the same.
At a meeting at Bandra on April 1, K. F. Nariman addressing the
meeting said " They (the British) came as traders and looted the land.
1

K. K. Chaudhari, Maharashtra and Indian Freedom Struggle, pp. 86-88.
2
The Bombay Presidency Police Abstracts of Intelligence furnish varied information
under the headings of Foreigners, Resident Suspects, Travellers; Political, Politico-Religious
and Racial Movement; Religious and Social Agitation; Miscellaneous; and Agrarian.
Besides these usual headings, the Abstracts sometimes contain sections on Bolshevism and"
Communism; Indian Press; Labour, and Temple-entry Movement. For our purpose we
have reproduced here only the relevant section on Political, Politico—Religious and Racial
Movement which deals with civil disobedience. This section is again divided into sub-secticns such as Agitation, Organisation, Funds, Hartal/Resignation, Volunteers, National
Flag, etc.
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During the time of the East India Company, Nawabs, Begums, Kings
were looted ,and at present peasantry was being
looted. Crores of
rupees were being carried yearly and the country was being reduced to
beggary for the 150 years ". He also stated that there was no country in
the world which had salt tax.
He urged the audience to have implicit faith in the satyagraha campaign
of Gandhi. This was Gandhi's last fight and they would see India
a republic and Mahatma as Viceroy.
Meherali (Yusuf Meherali) of Bombay, urged the audience not to
think of their belongings and relations, etc., but to enlist themselves without any hesitation in this satyagraha campaign.
S. S. Naik of Bandra, H. D. Rajah of Laxmmagar, and Abidali Jafferbhai
of Bombay also spoke similarly.
April 5.—4 persons from Bandra have gone to Ville Parle as volunteers.
About Rs. 50 have been collected in ViJie Parle. The bungalow referred
to in last week's Confidential Diary is reported to have been bought by
Jamnalal Bajaj as a centre for the volunteers for Rs. 20,000. The two
centres of disaffection here are Ville Parle and Ghatkopar. The former
is the rallying centre for all the districts as far as Satara and East
Khandesh. The majority of the public take very little interest in it. All
1
their support comes from the Gujerathi section of the populace .
On 6th April volunteers from the bungalow at Ville Parle headed by
Jamnalal Bajaj ahd Mashruwala (Kishorelal) dug a hole in the mud flats
at the back of the bungalow and carried water from it in buckets into
the compound. There they prepared cement pans for containing the
water, which was poured in. On 7th bungalow and compound was
raided and searched. Salt water found in the cement pans and a large
enamel basin, containing salt water was boiling on a stone stove. A
little salt was found. All salt and utensils were confiscated and the
cement pans smashed with pickaxes and crowbars. The volunteers
formed a cordon round the cement pans.
Jamnalal Bajaj, K. G. Mashruwala and G. D. Bhatt who were the
chief leaders were arrested and sent up for trial under Section 117, Indian
Penal Code, with Section 47, Salt Act.
At a meeting at Borivli on April 13, Sakharam Sitaram Naik, president,
District Local Board, Bandra, said that he had come along with Messrs.
Vandrekar, pleader, and Ramnikrai Mehta to explain the message of
the Congress in connection with the present fight. Generally the leader
in a battle remained behind, and issued instructions to his army, but in
this paiticular battle of ihdependence Gandhi had taken the lead and
stood in front. He spoke on the usual lines on khaddar and salt and
temperance. These things were easy to follow and if he did it, it would
not be difficult to achieve Mahatma's goal.
Dattatraya Nathoba Vandrekar, member of the District Local Board,
Bandra, said that they must take part in the satyagraha as it was their
duty, and the duty must be performed justly even at the cost of life.
1

This is not borne out by facts. Actually hundreds of volunteers from Maharashtra
and hundreds of Maharashtrians in Bombay did participate in the Vile Parle Satyagraha.
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April 14.—The District Superintendent of Police remarks : The
present situation with regard to civil disobedience is Chat the excitement
and enthusiasm which was displayed for the first few days has now died
down at ViJle Parle. There were originally 110 volunteers from other
districts, but now only 37 remain. Of the others half have gone to
Panvel, Kolaba District, and half to Thana. About 50 local volunteers
go down to their chhawani daily for a whiie. The number of people
attending the meetings is about half what it was three days ago, and a
large proportion of them are women and children in this district who are
interested in the movement. Other Hindus take no part while Muhammadans, Christians and Parsis are definitely against it.
A few women have been making a house to house visit with salt,
apart from whifch, since H. D. Rajah's arrest at Bandra, salt selling
has stopped. The volunteers seem to have been considerably frightened
by our visit last Monday and scuttle off like rabbits whenever they see
a Policeman. Shankarrao Deo is said to be feigning illness and is not
to be se<n.
April 15.—At a meeting held at Ghatkopar on April 3, Hiralal Ramji
Vani sa*d : " These volunteers have come from distant places to take
part in the satyagraha at the cost of their, lives, we should also enlist
volunteers and assist the satyagraha started by Mahatma. We should
also use khadi, etc. "
Premalabai Mehta, a teacher, observed that the women also must take
part in this struggle and mothers should advise their husbands and
children to join the movement
R. V. Rabde (Rabade) (Professor, Tilak Mahavidyalaya, Poona.)
added that Mahatma Gandhi had given them a signal to wage war in
the interest of their nation and on behalf of Maharashtra, and they were
going to take part in it.
(2) Nasik, April 5.—The Civil Disobedience Movement in Nasik
has been as follows as regards meetings : —
Nasik, 29th March 1930.—Attendance 1,000 all Hindus except a few
Muhammadan boys. Speakers—B. J. Marathe, G. H. Deshpande, R. H
Gadre, K. R. Sumant and Sitaramdas Bairagi. The speeches were
amplifications of Gandhi's letter to the Viceroy damning the salt tax, the
question of salaries, calling for disobedience of British made laws, for
volunteers and for money to aid the cause of satyagraha. Civil Disobedience was panacea for all these troubles. On Gadre rejoicing that
Muhammadans were present, they left hurriedly. Much was made of
American sympathy. The meeting was interrupted by a Sanatanist saying that the temple question should be settled first, as Rama was cut
up. K R. Sumant then said that the first Rama to be liberated was
Vallabhbhai Patel other Sanatanists interfered and the meeting broke up
in disorder, with throwing of small stones, etc. The speakers had to be
escorted home by a Sub-Inispector, followed by a crowd of jeering boys.
Nasik, 31st March 1930.—Attendance 200, mostly boys. Speakers—
Marathe, Sumant, D. Y. Pingle, A. K. Deshpande, G. H. Deshpande,
J. P. Abhyankar, P. H. Gadre. This meeting was held on behalf of the
Nasik Youth League, to celebrate the memory of all those who had died
A-115-37—A.
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or suffered in the national cause. Marathe said the movement should
be carried on without any restrictions (as to violence ? ). G. H. Desh?
1
pande lauded the exploits Datt and Bhagat Sing . Otherwise speeches
call for no comment.
Nasik, 1st April 1930.—Attendance 2,000 including 600 boys and 25
Muhammadans.
Speakers—R. H. Gadre, G. H. Deshpande, S. T.
Shavche, B. J. Marathe,, the speakers chiefly stated the Times correspondent for his partisan report of the meeting of 29th March. Gadre
denied that the Sanatanists were not in favour of civil disobedience.
They were all one on political matters. Deshpande claimed that the
Indian soldiers had won the Great War, and that Indians would win this
one. Press Notes issued by Government were false. Government
servants should be boycotted. A copy of the offending Times of India
was solemnly burnt. Effect of meeting ordinary.
Nasik, 2nd April 1930.—Attendance 4,500, including 1,500 boys and
50 Muhammadans. Speakers—V. B. Akut (his first appearance),
2
R. H. Gadre, G. H. Deshpande, S. D Deo of Poona and Professor
Gharpurc of Poona. This meeting opened with congratulations to B. J.
Marathe who had that day been sentenced to 9 months' rigorous imprisonment under section 124-A, I. P. C. S. D. Deo said " Our real duty is
to spread treason. If we wish to see God, we should destroy the
British rule". The speeches were appreciated by the audience.
Trimbak, 29th March 1930.—Speakers—Marathe, Deshpande and
Sumant. Attendance 150. The speeches were mostly calling for volunMotiram
teers Two volunteers were
and Balwant Sadashiv Gore.
Bhagur, 1st April 1930.—Attendance 300, including 25 Muhammadans
(out of curiosity). Speakers—Gopalrao Anandrao Desai of Bhagur,
K. R. Sumant, C. V. Kale, K. Y. Kale, Sitaramdas Bairagi of Nasik.
The movement was explained and volunteers called for, 14 names were
given in, the only important man being G. A. Desai.
Nandgaon, 30th March 1930.—Attendance 350, Speakers—G. B.
Bhutekar, R. H. Gadre, G. H. Deshpande, B. J. Marathe, Sitaramdas,
chairman Fralhad Chotilal of Nandgaon, who offered Rs. 500 to the
support of volunteers from Nandgaon if any. Effect moderate. Seven
volunteers raised all students.
Nampur, 31st March 1930.—Attendance 1.500. Speakers—Narhar
Gopal Seth, Shankar Babaji Potdar, Nathu Bhila Patil and others of
Nampur. This was the meeting about rehoisfling the National flag—all
talk, no action. Potdar called on all Indians to leave Government service
*

* Bhagat Singh and B. Dutta had been sentenced to transportation for life For'throwmg bombs in Assembly. Bhagat Singh was hanged later.
Shai ar
• x-r .
,^ Dattatraya Deo was one of the foremost exponents of Gandhian ideolopyin Maharashtra He founded the Maharashtra Provincial Congress Committee and was its
President in3 1930 For more than two decades he was the acknowledged Congress leader in
u f n J n - J*e was jailed for Salt Satyagraha Movement in 1930-32, Individual Satyagraha, 1940 and Quit India Movement, 1942. He collected large funds for Congress and
for Gandhian work in the State.
A-115-37-B.
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So far the movement has been mostly talk. Approximately 100 volunteers have given their names. Curiously enough most of them are nonBrahmins. Only one Muhammadan. As regards funds, the leaders at
Nampur, mostly Banias, are prepared to subscribe Rs. 800, out of which
Rs. 500 comes from Narhar Gopal. This apart from the Rs. 500 promised at Nandgaon is the only indication of monetary support. Opinion at
Nasik itself is divided, as religion is affected. The civil disobedience
leaders are almost all in favour of the removal of untouchability. There
is little indication of Muhammadan support except at Malegaon, where
1
there is strong objection to the Sarda Act . An Urdu poster from Delhi
has been pasted up in different parts of the town, calling on Muhammadans to disobey the Act, by carrying on with child marriages. Disobedience of other laws would be permitted to gain the repeal of the Act, I
learn today that 11 volunteers have been sent to Ville Parle by the Nasik
Committee. They are mostly students or youths from Baglan Taluka
and contain nobody of importance.
(3) East Khandesh, April 5.—10 small meetings are reported in the
district in connection with Civil Disobedience Movement. The enlistment
of volunteers was preached at these meetings and 36 volunteers are
reported to have given their names, 4 of them being women volunteers,
(4) S. B. Bombay Presidency, Poona, April 13.—A meeting of about
1,500 persons was held in the compound of the Society's High School,
Abmednagar, on March 31, under the presidentship of Premraj Mukunddas Mutha. The principal speakers were Deshpande, a student, D. B.
Kulkarni, R. B. Hire, Head Master, National School, Ahmednagar and
Pandit, another student.
*

»

*

One individual suggested that those who were not going to take part
socially boycotted
The
(5) S. B. Bombay Presidency, Poona, April 13.—An open air meeting
was convened at Ahmednagar on April 1 with R. B. Hire in the chair.
The audience number about 1,000 persons. The president in opening the
proceedings said, "In the present time of self-sacrifice, pleaders, doctors,
teachers and merchants are not taking part in this movement. The
pleaders think that they will be
doctors think
that their dispensaries will be discontinued under the Registration Act,
the teachers think their grants will be discontinued and the merchants
are afraid that their income-tax will be doubled, if they were to take part
in the movement of independence. Youths above 16 years have no responsibilities. They are not married, they have not to earn for themselves
or for others who are dependent upon them. They have not to think
of tomorrow. Who is then better fitted than von for the service of the
country ? Within two days the Vidyarthi Mandal has revolutionised
the city of Ahmednagar. The enthusiasm that was seen in yesterday's
,

_

^

^

Sharada Act prohibiting child marriage below 14.
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procession was really remarkable. I have devised a scheme to give
Mandal. There are 3 aims and
Mandal
schools in Ahmednagar district:
to create swadeshi propaganda limited to the use of Khadi cloth or
Indian mill-made cloth ; and to get students to take part in politics
limited to the attendance of meetings and processions or rounds, and to
prevail upon their teachers also to take part in the present movement."
*

•

*

I

D. B. Kulkarni gave an account of his early career and of his service
on the G. I. P. Railway which, he said, ho had carried out honestly but
the Agent took revenge and paid him for preaching the boycott of tea,
liquor and foreign cloth. He resigned the Railway Company's service
during the Bardoli agitation of 1928, regardless of his wife and children.
Continuing, he said that his son had gone for satyagraha.
About 200 foreign caps were burnt at the close of the meeting.
(6) 5. B. Bombay Presidency, Poona, April 11.—Two Civil Disobedience Campaign Meetings, one in Mithganj and another in Kasba Peth
in the Poona city were convened on 8th April 1930. The former was
1
addressed by Vasudeo Govind Kulkarni, Popatlal Shah, G. N. Kanitkar
and Anna Saheb Phulambrikar.
The second meeting was addressed by N. V. GadgiP Kashinath Govind
Pashankar and Popatlal Shah. The speakers exhorted the people to join
satvasraha and to encourage khadil
The audience at both the meetings was poor.
The satyagrahis have been going round Poona city daily in the early
hours of the morning singing national songs (called Prabhat Pheri).
Some complaints have appeared against them in local newspapers that
they are a nuisance and disturbance to people who are asleep.
(7) S. B. Bombay Presidency, Poona, April 11.—A meeting was held
in Bhawani Peth in the city on April 10. The principal speakers in the
meeting were Vishnu Balwant Dawre, G. N. Kanitkar and V. G. Kulkarni
whc dwelt at length on civil disobedience.
Kanitkar said that the Police and Military had been watching the
political activities with sympathy since they are also to be benefited when
Swaraj is attained. He referred to the Russian Revolution, saying that
the militarv and the police, who were once guarding the Czar, when they
revolted made use of the military stores in destroying him and his power.
He remarked on the anti-national activities of the untouchables, and said
that Patade and his colleagues were doing undesirable things, through
*

1

s

Gajanan Naravan Kanitkar alias Bahikaka (1886-1959 ) was one of the main organisers of the Mulshi Satvasrahaft921-23). From 1920 to 1931 he organised satvagrahis
and himself narticioated in the Civil Disobedience Movement. He left the Congress in 1944
and worked independently as a non-party man for village uplift,
2
Narhar Vishnu Gadgil ft 896-1966) joined the Indian National Congress in 1920
and Participated in the national movement. A believer in Gandhian non-violence he took
part in the various movements and courted arrest several times. He was closely associated
with Congress organisations. He was the secretary of the Poona District Congress Committee, and member of the A. T. C. C. and Indian Legislative Council. He was also the president of the Maharashtra Pradesh Congress Committee.
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having fallen prey to temptations. Another meeting was held last nignt
in Vetal Peth. It was addressed by G. N. Kanitkar, M. V. Gadgil and
others. The audience consisted of businessmen and shopkeepers of tne
locality.
Kanitkar said that the politics and business had much to do with each
other. It was politics which was helping the businessmen in England.
In the Assembly the British politicians had been helping their own
countrymen m trade.
*

*

*

A few shops belonging to Gujerathis and other Hindu merchants in
Raviwar Peth and Bhawani Peth in the city were closed yesterday m
protests of the sentences given to Jamnaial tfaj^j,, Nanman and others.
Vithal Ramji Shmde, the President of the Depressed Classes Mission,
has declared through the Press that neither he nor any other persons
connected with the mission has anything to do with the Anti-Revoiution
Party. He condemns Patade and others of this party. Shivram Vaman
Dhage has been taking an active part in temperance propaganda in
Mangalwar Peth. He had two Maratha youths assisting nim.
(8) Sholapur, April 5.—^A meeting was held at Karmala on the
22nd March in connection with the Civil Disobedience Campaign, the
principal speaker being R. G. Jaju. He appealed for the boycott of all
loreign goods, and stated that a new currency is going to be started in
India, which would make the Government currency valueless. On this
occasion, he sold khadi and collected Rs. 60.
Another meeting on the same subject was held at Pandharpur on the
27th March, all the speakers being local men. One G. W. Joshi,
a pleader, told his audience not to co-operate with the British, that they
should all hoist the national flag and burn all foreign cloth.
In connection with the above movement three volunteers were sent to
Ville Parle by train on the 3rd and four set off on foot on the 4th instant.
. Other meetings of a similar type were held at Sholapur, Barsi and Mohol.
Processions have been taken out daily in Sholapur city in the early
mornings. The leaders here have been trying to play on the feelings of
the students here and a hand-bill was circulated requesting them to become
volunteers.
(9) Satara, April 5.—Meetings continue to be held at all important
centres in the district in connection with Gandhi's struggle for Independence
and special mentioni may be made of those held at Satara on March 31
and April 4, at which the speakers were Baburao Mahadeo Sakhawalkar
and Pandharinath Waman Ghanekar.
(10) Ratnagiri, April 5.—G. V. Ketkar and Mrs. Anandibai have been
the speakers at small meetings on 30th March 1930 at Ratnagiri and
Dapoli, at which they appealed for support in the Civil Disobedience
Campaign.
Similar meetings to educate the people to enlist as volunteers to break
the Salt Laws were held at Vengiirla on 2nd April 1930 and 4th April
1930, Ratnagiri on 4th April 1930, Shiroda on 4th April 1930, and at
Malwan on 5th April 1930.
i
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(11) Kolaba, April 5.—G. V. Kelkar of Poona spoke at Mahad on
April 1, at Pen on April 2, assisted by R. N. Mandlik and at Alibag on
April 3 assisted by M. R. Gosavi and J. V. Lele. The attendance in
each case varied from 100 to 200. Speeches were made to the effect that
the country was being looted by the English, the time for aggressive action
had arrived and that Gandhi and the Civil Disobedience Movement
should be supported by voluteers and money.
Anandibai Ganpatrao Joglekar of Poona spoke at Mahad and Alibag
on April 2 and 3 to small audiences of women. She urged them to join
the Civil Disobedience Movement and to boycott foreign goods.
A. W. Sahasrabuddhe addressed meetings at Khalapur on March 31 and
at Chowk on April 1, explaining the object of the satyagraha in going
to break the Salt Laws and calling for volunteers. Hari M. Joshi of
Poona spoke at Panvel on March 30 urging the audience to support the
Civil Disobedience Movement and the enlistment of volunteers.
1
Dr. N. D. Savarkar , Dr. B. R. Ambedkar and Balvantrao G. Kher
addressed an audience of about 100 at Mahad. Savarkar urged the
enlistment of volunteers for the Civil Disobedience Movement and
suggested that the removal of untouchability would strengthen the movement. Ambedkar expressed doubts as to whehter untouchables would
get their rights under Swaraj.
662. VOLUNTEERS.
(1) Bombay Suburban District, April 12.—Two batches of volunteers
from Poona and Sholapur arrived at Ville Parle headed by Vinayak
Tiimbak Deo, and! G. V. Ketkar, both of Poona. Total number
of volunteers at Ville Parle is 60.
(2) East Khandesh, April 5.—Narayan Krishna Gokhale, Headmaster
of the Chalisgaon School, encourages students to go to Ahmedabad to
join Gandhi. 5 have already left for Jalgaon to join the first batch.
(3) Poona, April 5.—Active propaganda has> been carried out throughout the week. 300 volunteers are believed to have enlisted and signed
the required forms. Subscription books for the collection of the funds
for the movement are in several hands and the receipts issued bear the
signature of Dr, V. V. Athavle. Leaflets about salt have been printed in
Chitra Shala Press and are being broadcast. Leaflets appealing to members
of the Youth League to join the movement as soon as their examinations
are over have been printed in the Rajguru Press, Poona. On March 31
the civil disobedience council opened a camp at Chinchwad for training
volunteers and notices have been inserted in the Press telling volunteers
what outfit they require and what the daily programme is, when on the
march. Local leaders both Brahmins and non-Brahmins are doing their
best to induce volunteers to come forward. On the evening of March
31, the 2nd batch of civil disobedience marchers consisting of 11 youths
from Tilak Mahavidyalaya was given a send-off from Shivaji Mandir.
*

1

Younger brother of Savarkar who had participated in the Non-Co-operation Movement also.

m
It is

stated

however that the Ville Parle satyagraha committee has
leaders
In all
15 meetings were held during the week in the district to promote the
Civil Disobedience Movement.
(4) Satara, April 15.—This District has; so far enldsted 35 volunteers,
This includes 17 from Kolhapur State, 4 from Sangli and 14 from Satara.
Notables •
College, KolhaMohanlal Patanv. M
pur.
ianpat Dnyanoba Batane, a Lingayat of Karad.
War Minister" for Satara.—Ramchandra. Ganesh
Members of the Maharashtra Provincial War Council, Poona.
Dattatraya Krishna Gosavi. Dr. Vasudev Vinayak Athavle.
Centres of activities.—Karad* Wai and Satara.
(5) Kolaba, April 5.—It is reported that the following have offered
themselves as civil disobedience volunteers : Vinayak Vasudeo Chitale
of Panvel and 15 boys and 2 women from the Sasavne Ashram, Alibag.
u
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681-C.—Summary of meetings in connection with Civil Disobedience
Movement.
The following are brief details of meetings held in the various
districts and reported during the week.—
(1) Bandra—Four meetings. House to house visits with contraband
salt at Valle Parle by woman.
(2) Ahmednagar—Two meetings, audiences 1,000 and 1.500.
(3) East Khandesh—Ten, meetings, not of importance.
(4) Nasik—Eight meetings, largest audience 4,500, Trimbak, Bhagur,
Nandgaon and Nampur. S. D. Deo and Professor Gharpure from
Poena spoke at Nasik (April 2).
(5) Poona.—Thirty meetings of which seventeen were in the district.
Audiences not great. G N. Kanitkar (April 10) said that the Police
and the Military had been watching political activities with sympathy
since they would also benefit when Swaraj was attained. He referred
to the Russian revolution, saying that the military and the police who
were once guarding the Czar made use of the military stores in
afterwards destroying his power.
(6) Satara—Various meetings reported from the district.
(7) Sholapur—Five meetings.
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(8) Kolaba—Nine meetings, largest audience 200,
(9) Ratnagiri—Eight meetings, audiences small.
682—Agitation
(1) Bombay Suburban District, ApriL 12.
Malad
on 8th April, with an audience of 125 (men and boys), the speakers
Pendse ot Janjira State, and Shankarrao D. Deo of Poona said that they
should follow the behests of Mahatma Gandhi and asked the audience
to disobey the laws framed by Government.
At a meeting held on 9th April at Ghatkopar with an audience of 150
Gujerathi men, women and boys, the president Lakhmichand Manekchand Doshi addressed the meeting and told them not to fear jail. The
ether speaker, Harilal Ramji Wani, told the people to bring salt water
for preparing salt. They should sell the salt and obtain the signatures
of the purchasers.
At a meeting held on 9th April at Santa Cruz, Dr. Athawale of Satara
addressed an audience of 200 persons.
At a meeting held at Andheri at which Dhirajlal Chaganlal Modi of
Andheri
The
speakers included Swami Anand and Bal Gangadhar Kher, solicitor. At
a meeting held at Marol, audience 150 men and boys, Shridhar Narayan
Paranjape presided. H. H. Khadilkar of Bombay spoke on civil disobedience and on non-payment of increased assessment.
Shankarrao D. Deo exhorted the audience to follow the principles ot
Gandhi even at the sacrifice of their lives.
At the meeting held in Kandivli, Swami Anand Pendse of Bhaindar
and Keshavlal of Parla, addressed an audience of 60. At a meeting at
Santa Cruz on 10th April, audience numbered 350 persons and Raghunandan Kothare presided. The speakers were Messrs. Acharya Limaye
of Poona and Govindrao Ahilaji Minde of Bombay.
At the meeting held at Chembur on 11th April Harilal Ramji addressed
an audience of 200 Gujarathi men and women and said that they must
take part in the movement and also asked them to boycott Government
officials.
On J 2th April at Ville Parle (Chhawani) Swami Anand addressed an
audience of 150 persons (including women) and said that the work of
breaking the Salt Law was nearly complete and requested the ladies to
take salt water home for preparing salt for their houses. Pandit Sundraji
asked the people to prepare salt daily in their houses.
At Santa Cruz D. N. Wandrekar of Bandra and Jamnalal Krishna Mehta
of Santa Cruz spoke to an audience of 300 persons including women
and boys and said that according to the instructions of Gandhi the Salt
Law was broken and the next day being Sunday they should bring water
in procession to the accompaniment of natibnal songs.
(2) Thana, April 12.—Most of the towns and villages near the coast
are now affected and excited owing to the daily movements and preachings of leaders and satyagrahis from Ville Parle. So far, non-violence
has been advocated. The agitation has spread in Kalyan but Railway
strikers seem uninterested. Leaders keep in the background and
have not yet courted arrest.
•

*

Jamnadas Mehta visited Arnala on the 9th and is opening a camp
there on the 17th oi satyagrahis from Viile Parle.
At Ghansoli, near inana, 32 satyagrahis are now encamped. At
Bhayander there may be an attempt to remove salt from the works ol
W. G. Gokhale who is said to have sold his salt to satyagrahis.
13) Nasik, April 12.—A public meeting was held at Nasik last night
attended by about 1,000 persons and presided over by V. B. Akut of
Nasik. It was addressed by V. G. Ketkar (Lokamanya Tilak's son-inlaw) and Dr. Narayan Bhaskar Khare of Nagpur, who with his wife
and daughter, sold three packets of alleged contraband salt for Rs. 9,
Rs. 5 and Rs. 2. Almost all the Hindu shopkeepers observed a hartal
yesterday on account of Jawaharlal Nehru's conviction. Muhammadans
were generally indifferent.
(4) West Khandesh, March 29.—On 27th March 1930 meeting was
held at Shirpur under the presidentship of Shankar Parashram Joshi,
pleader of Shirpur. The attendance was about 250-300 consisting of
Hindus and a few Muhammadans. The speakers were Shankar Vinayak
Thakar of Mukhi, taluka Shindkheda and Balubhai alias Balkisan
Lakmidas Mehta of Nandurbar. The substance of the speech of the
first named speaker was that all should wear khadi, and Government
should be compelled to abolish the salt tax, to reduce agricultural taxes
by 50 per cent, to reduce military expenditure by 50 per cent, to reduce
the salaries of high officials by half, release all political prisoners, to
abolish the C I. D. and to allow arms to be possessed without licences.
All should become volunteers and follow Gandhi by breaking the laws.
If Gandhi were to be arrested a big war would take place. The second
speaker spoke in the same strain and added that once Gandhi was
asked whether he preferred British, Muhammadan or Peshwai rule when
he ieplied that he preferred the last, as dm it money did not go out of
India. At the conclusion of the meeting Kanhayalal Ratanchand Wani
of Shirpur and 8 others offered themselves as volunteers and Shankar
Vinayak Thakar of Mukhi was appointed a leader of the West Khandesh
volunteers.
On 30th March 1930 at Dhulia Anant Shridhar Kshire of Dhulia
addressed a gathering of about 125 people. He said that volunteers
should come forward for enlistment and start should be made from
Dhulia on 6th April 1930 on this Civil Disobedience Campaign. Shankarsing Jagrajsing Pardeshi of Dhulia also spoke on the same lines.
Ten volunteers have been enlisted.
To protest against the conviction of Vallabhbhai Patel and condemn
the action of Government a meeting was held in the Municipal Hall,
Dhulia, on 31st March, under the presidency of Vinayak Narajyan
Paranjpe, pleader of Dhulia. About 22 pleaders attended. Shankar
Shrikrishna Deo, pleader [of Dhulia] and 6 other pleaders spoke. A
resolution was passed condemning the action of Government and congratulating Patel. It was also resolved to use only swadeshi cloth.
At a meeting at Dhulia on 3rd April 1930, Shankar Dattatraya Deo
of Poona was the chief speaker. He was as rabid as usual, likening the
British Government to dacoits.
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-. April 12.—There has been more activity in this district during the
week in connection with the civil disobedience agitation* No less than
13 meetings are reported. The agitators have not been able to arouse
much enthusiasm in their cause. Volunteers are few and far between
in spite of vilification of youths by some speakers. Anant Shridhar
Kshire went to Khede, taluka Dhulia, on 2nd April 1930 and having
advised the villagers to use khadi collected two payalis of bajri and
Rs. 4 in cash. Vishwasrao Nanasaheb Deware. the Patel of Deur. taluka
Dhulia, has resigned his Patelship and has enrolled himself as a volunteer,
Anant Shridhar Kshire who left Dhulia on 6th April 1930 with 7 volunteers to join Gandhi's army seems to have spent some days in Nandurbar
and returned to Dhulia on 10th April 1930. He left for Bombay with
four volunteers on 11th April 1930. It seems likely that the action that
will be taken in Dhulia in the Civil Disobedience campaign will be the
picketing of liquor shops.
At Nandurbar on 3rd April 1930 nine pleaders assembled in the house
of Tikambhai Nathubhai Saraf, pleader, to consider what part should be
taken in the present Civil Disobedience Agitation. It was decided to
promote the use of khadi or Swadeshi cloth, to appoint a propagandist
to move about in the villages and preach the gospel of civil disobedience
and to send Rs. 600 per year to the Congress funds.
(5) Ahmednagar, April 5.—A meeting was held on 29th March 1930
attended by about 800 including 20 women, under the auspices of the
Taluka Congress Committee.
The speeches call for no individual comment, they emphasised the
necessity for strict non-violence, and called for volunteers for satyagraha.
Another meeting was held on 30th March 1930. Audience 300 youths.
Knshnaji Narhar Chaudhari, teacher of the National School, exhorted
the youths not to listen to their parents if they prevented them from
taking part in the national movement. On 31st March 1930 a procession
of the boys of the National School and some 300 boys went from the
National School to the Ayurvedic School, where the National flag was
hoisted. Pleaders B. V. Chowkar, K. S. Firodia and Dattatraya Babaji
Kulkarni, late A, S. M., Manmad, accompanied the procession. About
150 foreign caps were burnt and replaced by Gandhi caps.
In the evening a meeting of about 1,500 including 25 women was held
with P. M. Mutha in the chair. Ramchandra Balwant Hire. Headmaster
of the National School, D. B. Kulkarni and S. G. Pandit spoke, advising
the vouths to join satyagraha and not listen to their parents. The more
sober element having shown little interest in the movement, attention is
being concentrated on the students, who are being encouraged to make
speeches.
On 1st April 1930 a meeting of about 1,000 mostly boys, but including
50 women, was held with R. B. Hire in the chair. The speeches were
as usual and on the same subjects.
On 3rd April 1930 audience 2,000 including 75 women, Venkatesh
Shridhar Chinchorkar, editor of the Desk Bandhii in the chair.
On 4th April 1930 audience 2,000. Krishnaji Narhar Chaudhari in the
chair. During the proceedings the students* meeting was declared closed
i

•
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and public meeting with P. M. Mutha in the chair was convened. He
asked the audience to agitate tor the hoisting of the National Flag on toe
municipal building.
Shngonda.—On 3rd April 1930, a meeting resolved to take out a
procession of the National Flag on 6th April 1930 a nd to commence
picketing liquor and tea shops. The organisers of the meeting 18 m
number, include 5 Muhammadans.
At a meeting at Rahata on 11th April 1930 with an audience of 1,000
persons stress was laid on Gandhu's eleven demands. Gandhi was
compared to Shivaji as the saviour of the oppressed. Satta said that
his occupation was to spread treason against the British Government.
On 31st March 1930 about 150 merchants formed a procession ot the
National Flag, after which one Ramchandra Bhagvant Godane read out
Gandhi's ultimatum to the Viceroy and Kashinath Raghunath Vaishampayan of the Rashtriya Pathashala, Yeola, also spoke.
The speeches reported during the week were very careful to avoid any
incitement to violence, but aimed at awakening national feeling and
disgust with Government.
Other meetings are reported as below. Belapur on 30th March 1930.
The speakers were: (1) Pandit Shankarrao Gurur Shradhanand, Brahmin,
Arya Samajist of Bhavnagar, Kathiawar. He asked village officers to
resign. (2) Nassarwanji Naoraoji Satta of Ahmednagar compared the
British Government unfavourably with the Moghul Government and
called for volunteers. (3) Vyankatesh Shridhar Chinchorkar of Nagar
appealed to the audience to give up all differences of caste and creed and
join the Civil Disobedience Campaign, (4) Vinayak Jayavant Takte, a
cultivator of Ghan, taluka Rahuri, said that he had given up the post
of a Sub-Inspector of Police in Bombay to prepare himself for the cause
of the nation. He read out Gandhi's Ras speech. The audience
numbered about 300.
(0) 5. B., Bombay Presidency, Poena, April 14.—An open air meeting
was held at Ahmednagar on April 2 with D. B. Kulkarni in the chair.
The audience was about 800 including 25 women.
Speeches were made recommending the people to help M. K. Gandhi
in his movement.
*

•

*

*

D. B. Kulkarni gave out that 80 persons including 3 women had signed
the volunteer forms. He then detailed the following programme chalked
out by the Vidyarthi Mandal and asked the audience to carry it out : —
(1) One thousand volunteers, (2) Ten thousand members, and
(3) Rs. 2,500 for satyagraha fund.
This propaganda will be taken up by 13 batches, the batch to be of
4 volunteers under one captain. Each batch will carry on this propaganda
into 30 villages. The movement of Swaraj will be explained to the
Villagers and Khadi will be popularised in them.
(7) Poona, April 72.—This has been a week of intensive propaganda
and has been marked by sale of a few tolas of alleged illicit salt by Gadgil,
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Kelkar, and others ; also by a violent speech by one Davre who was
sentenced in the Nasik Conspiracy of 1909. Intelligence Branch Officers
have on one or two occasions been twitted with their occupation. There
have been 12 meetings in Poona itself and 8 in the mofussil. A statement showing the speakers, attendance, and purport given below : —
At Shan war Wada on 6th April 1930, president Vastad G. Dastagir,
speakers : G. N. Kanitkar, Popatlal Shah, N. V. Gadgil and V. B. Ha-rolikar,
Subject :—Civil Disobedience. Audience, 500.
N. V. Gadgil said Government had done no good for India. Such a
Government should be overthrown. He demanded equality in ail
classes. G. N. Kanitkar, made the audience recite a prayer for creating
disaffection towards the British raj. At the close of the meeting a
bonfire was lighted and caps, coats and other foreign clothes were burnt.
Certain persons with foreign caps walked away to save them.
At Govind Halvai Chowk on 7th April 1930, president Popatlal Shah,
speakers: G. N. Kanitkar and G. C. Pashankar, Subject as above,
audience 350. The president alleged that the nation was reduced to
poverty by the rulers, and how it was necessary to fight this battle, to
get Swaraj. G. N. Kanitkar emphasised the use of khaddar and boycott
of foreign clothes. Pashankar said that he had returned that morning
from Dandi, where he had broken the Salt Act along with Gandhi. At
the close of the meeting a few caps were collected for being burnt.
At MUhganj on 8th April 1930, president, B. M. Fulambrikar, speakers :
V. G. Kulkarni, G. N. Kanitkar, Popatlal Shah, Baburao Bhide and
1
T. R. Devgirikar. Subject same as above. Audience 150. G. N.
Kanitkar in the course of his speech derided Police Officers by name of
their occupation.
At Kasba Peth on 8th April 1930, president, Popatlal Shah, speakers :
N. V. Gadgil and K. G. Pashankar; audience 500. Both the speakers
and the president criticised B. B. Bhopatkar for writing in his Bhala
newspaper an article under the heading of "the slaughter of Brahmin
youths", condemning him in all possible ways for obstructing the progress of the Civil Disobedience Movement.
At Bhawani Peth on 9th April 1930, president, Kavle, speakers :
Popatlal Shah, V. G. Kulkarni,, V. B. Davre, Somchand Gujerathi,
Kanaskar and G. N. Kanitkar. Audience 200. Davre said that Government should remember that the Revolutionary Party was still in existence
and was keeping quiet in obedience to Gandhi's creed of non-violence.
If Gandhi failed in his mission Government should bear in mind that
that party would start action. G. N. Kanitkar remarked that if they
wanted to drive these British people away, the military should make up
their minds to put down their arms, the Police should not keep the
bandobust, and all Government servants should non-co-operate with the
Government. Some 4 or 5 caps were burnt on the spot.
1 Tryambak Raghunath Deogirikar, a Tilakite, fell under the influence of Gandhiji

after the^ Non-Co-operation Movement. He commeaced his political life by participating
in picketing of liquor shops in Poona. Later he took part in the Shiroda Salt Satyagraha.
He was member ot the A.l. C. C. and president of the Maharashh a Pradesh Congress Committee. Afterwaids he devoted for the Gandhi Smarak Nidhi.

*
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At Vetal Peth on 9th April 1930, president N. V. Gadgil, speakers :
Kaiiaskar, K. G. Pashankar, Popatlal Shah. Dongarchand Veiiichand and
G. N. Kanitkar. Subject same as in previous meetings, audience 700-800.
Giri Narayan Bhat opened the meeting with a national song. Speeches
in the usual strain.
At Kasba Peth on 10th April 1930, president, Ganesh Shastri Joshi.
speakers : Popatlal Shah, Kanaskar and G. N. Kanitkar. Subject same
as before, audience 200. The president explained the importance of salt
from the medical standpoint. G. N. Kanitkar said that this rule would
not remain here when the educated and the uneducated persons of India
united. He also said, "These officers (Police officers present) though
they were very competent got only Rs. 60, while a white boy got Rs. 600.
Was it justice that these 300 or 400 fools (Collectors) who came from
beyond the 7 oceans and who had never seen our country before had
any right to decide what they should do or omit to do ?
At Raviwar Peth on 10th April 1930, president Popatlal Shah, speakers,
Raghoba Ladkat, Kanaskar, K. G. Pashankar, N. V. Gadgil and G. N.
Kanitkar. Subject same as before: audience 600. The president said
prevented
and dissuading their
brothers from going to liqour shops and races, etc., should be trampled
down. Gadgil condemned the Government
for passing different
sentences on the different leaders.
At Shivaji Mandir on 11th April 1930, president N. V. Gadgil, speakers:
K. G. Pashankar, J. S. Karandikar, D. V. Gokhale, V. D. Phatak and
G. N. Kanitkar, Subject Civil Disobedience Movement, despatch of
satyagrahis. Audience 400. The president and the speakers wished
success to the Satyagrahis and advised them to act non-violently. N. V.
Gadgil then sold about 15 packets of contraband salt to different persons,
obtaining about Rs. 30 from the same. The packet contained one tola
of salt prepared at Ville Parle and was marked " Gandhi salt". Gadgil
offered each satyagrahi " A medal of Independent Bharat".
At Centre Street on 11th April 1930, president T. R. Devgirikar,
speakers: G. N. Kanitkar, Baburao Bhide, Popatlal Shah, Swami Yoganand
and Maganlal Ishwarbhai Patel. Subject: Civil Disobedience Movement.
Audience 250. This was the first meeting held in the Cantonment. The
speakers explained the principles of the movement and called for men
and monev. A few foreign clothes were burnt.
At Shivaji Mandir on 12th April 1930, president N. C. Kelkar\
2
I.. B. Bhopatkar and D. V. Gokhale. Subject S5atyagraha against
Salt Act, Audience 2,000. L. B. Bhopatkar criticised Government for
the use of Section 117, Indian Penal Cock, for punishing satyagrahis.
D. V. Gokhale advised that all tyrannical laws should be broken. He
also said that some divine power would (doubtless) cause all the guns
_

1

Narsimha Chintaman Kelkar (1872-1947), a distinguished Marathi writer, worked
with Tilak in the Swadeshi and Boycott movement in 1906. He was later appointed Secretary of Home Rule League. In 1923 he was elected to the Central Legislative Assembly on
the Swaraj Party ticket.
* L . B. alias Annasaheb Bhopatkar (1880-1960) was a close associate of Lokmanya
Tilak.^ He later devoted himself to the Hindu Mahasabha.
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weapons of the British to be sunk in the ocean
and swords and
and then India would get Swaraj.
N. C. KeJkar pointed out that they would have to retain taxes in the
Military
Swaraj of the future.
also be required. But the taxes would be lighter and the officers have
smaller salaries. He desired that salt, railway materials and machinery
of various kinds should be prepared in India, instead of being brought
from Europe. He then exhorted all to enlist in the Civil Disobedience
Campaign. At the Tilak Mandir, on 9th April 1930, there was a private
meeting attended by N. C. Kelkar, L. B. Bhopatkar, D. V. Gokhale and
should
others at which the members discussed as to how the Salt
be broken. It was however settled to bring contraband salt from
Ville Parle and to sell it in Poona.
At meetings held in the district the speakers dwelt on the usual topics,
e.g. boycott of foreign cloth, importance of civil disobedience, etc., and
requested the villagers to provide volunteers and money, and advocated
the non-payment of land tax
At Talegaon Dhamdhere it is reported that 6 persons have signed
the form and Rs. 90 were given as funds.
The most important meeting in Poona was the one in Shivaji Mandir
on 12th April 1930 attended by 2,000 persons eager to hear N. C. Kelkar's
views on civil disobedience (referred to above). It was at this meeting
that Kelkar sold a little salt, purporting to be from an illicit stall in
Ville Parle.
(8) Sholapur, April 72.—The following twelve meetings were held in
the district on the subject of civil disobedience:
Date
4th April 1930
5th April 1930
6th April 1930
6th April! 930
7th April 1930
8th April 1930
9th April 1930
9th April 1930
9th April 1930
9th April 1930
9th April 1930

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Principal Speakers
K. B. Diwakar ..
Dr. B. N. Pande
L. B. Bhopatkar
S. N. Katgaonkar
Dr. B. N. Pande
S. G. Kale
Dr. B. N. Pan'le
M. R. Dhanshetti
S. G. Kale
Dr. B. N. Pande
K. B. Antrolikar

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Place
Vairag (Barsi Taluka)
Barsi Town.
Sholapur City.
Mohol.
Barsi Town.
Barsi Town.
Do.
Sholapur City.
Pangaon (Barsi Taluka)
Vairag (Barsi Taluka)
Mohol

The only meetings worth speaking about are those addressed by
Bhopatkar. At the first one he dealt with the subject of the hoisting of
the National Flag. He exhorted his audience not to allow the Union Jack
to be flown, but to fly their own flag in its place. During this time the
National Flag was hoisted over the municipal buildings. Antrolikar also
spoke at this meeting on the same lines as Bhopatkar. The same
speakers addressed a meeting the same evening to discuss the fight for
Independence. Bhopatkar is alleged to have stated that India would
obtain complete Independence within six months.
The other meetings dealt mostly with the boycotting of foreign cloth
and the wearing khadi. At Mohol foreign cloth was also burnt on April 9.
With regard to this movement sixteen volunteers have proceeded to
Vile Panle and six to Malwan. None of these are any importance.
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The leaders, namely, Jaju, Antrolikar and J. B. Shinde have been moving
about to collect funds but appear to have met with scanty support.
On April 9 hartal was observed in Sholapur city and Barsi town on
account of Nariman's arrest.
(9) Satara, April 12.—Independence meetings continue to be held at all
important centres in the district with a view to enlist the sympathy of
the masses towards Gandhi's movement. The speakers (H. R. Mahajani
and L. B. Joshi) in the usual stereotyped way, abused the present system
of Government and exhorteo the audience to help Gandhi in his struggle
for independence.

m

*

*

The audience at these meetings varied from 200 to 2,000 and have
been impressed and influenced by the speakers.
On April 5 the Satara District Conference was held in the premises
of the New English School, Satara, to discuss the present politics and
to support Gandhi's movement.
Govind Bapuji Shrotri in his opening speech mainly touched on the
present situation and exhorted his audience not to sit silent, but to take
an active part in the movement. The meeting was then adjourned to
April 6 on which day the following resolutions were passed:
1. Sympathising with Jatandranath Das on his hunger-strike.
2. Expression of sorrow for the death of S. M. Paranjpe and other
leaders of Poona.
3. Congratulating Subash Bose, Sen Gupta and V. Patel upon their
lead in going to jail.
4. Approving of Gandhi's movement.
5. Congratulating the volunteers.
The next year's programme of the District Committee was framed and
passed as under I
1. According-.to the resolutions of the All India Congress Committee
passed in 1929 all Taluka Committees should bring the number of
members before August 1930, up to the required standard.
2. Should establish branches of the Seva Dal in every Taluka and
try to increase the number of volunteers.
3. Every Taluka should try and bring about village organisation.
4. The scheme of the Working Committee (Congress) regarding
, the spread and product of khaddar should be brought into effect as
soon as possible.
5. The people of the District should help the National Schools.
6. To increase the number of gymnasiums and organise them.
7. The Working Committee should make enquiries regarding com
, plaints about forest produce and take steps to remove them.
8. The people should contribute at least 1 per cent of their incom e
to enable to finance the Congress movement.
9. The Native States should start responsible Government in States
, Temperance and Foreign cloth boycott was also stressed.
•

•
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83 volunteers have been secured in the district. 11 of these volunteers
were despatched to Ratnagiri and 2 to Poona. They were taken in procession through the city and given a hearty send-off.
Batches of volunteers are reported to be moving about villages spreading the doctrine of civil disobedience and exhorting the villagers to help
the causa.
The funds collected amounted to Rs. 456. Ramchandra Ganesh
Soman has also donated l/4th of his income to the cause.
The District Superintendent of Police remarks : —" The movement on
the whole appears to be gradually gaining ground, but I doubt if it will
receive any substantial support when it comes to the push ".
(10) Ratnagiri, April 12.—A meeting attended by about 150 persons
(50 Hindus and 100 Muhammadans) was held at Sangmeshwar at one
Dat Pir's House on April 5. The president was Shankar Dhondushet
vSardal Wani, teacher in the Paisa Fund Vidyalaya at Sangameshwar.
The principal speaker was Munshi Mir Shukrulla, Congressman of
Jalgaon. Munshi said that the present satyagraha was meant to repeal
the oppressive laws of Government and for that purpose the Hindu and
Muhammadans must unite and make a common cause for attaining
Swaraj.
At a meeting held on April 5 at Makhajan, Gajanan Damodhar Ghanekar, khadi seller of Ratnagiri, reminded the people that some persons
from Makhajan had once joined the Mulshi Satyagraha Movement and
asked them to send volunteers for the present satyagraha too and to
assist financially. Rs. 23 were collected.
At a meeting attended bv about 700 persons on April 6. Munshi Mir
Shukrulla said that free nations like Germany, Russia, Afghanistan were
prosperous and that the British had reduced the Indians to starvation.
People should not be afraid of Government and their officers, and they
should tell officers that they wanted to expel the present rule.
Walavvalkar said that people had now realised the importance of
political agitation, and the Britishers must be expelled from India.
At the close of the meeting some caps of foreign cloth were burnt.
Rs. 7-14-0 were collected on the spot in aid of the movement and small
packets of salt said to be contraband were sold which fetched about
Rs. 5.
At a meeting held at Ratnagiri Port on April 7, with an attendance
of about 300 persons, V. G. Apte said that several arrests had been made
in Gujerat in connection with the movement, but Government were
afraid of arresting Gandhi as thousands of people would then come
campaign
Wala valkar said that he had commenced disobedience by bringing
salt from salt-pans in village Adari (Vengurla Police Station).
Small packets said to be of contraband salt which Bhagwat from
Agargule had brought with him were distributed both free and on very
small oayment.
At a meeting attended by about 1,200 persons on April 8, Annasaheb
Sahasrabudhe advised the people to break not only the Salt Law but to

593
prepare themselves to break other oppressive laws. Government ruled
the country with their assistance and strength. Government thought that
the arrest oi leaders would kill the agitation, but the youths should not
allow that impression to continue.
1
Dastane said that he began to hold anti-Government views since 1921
and had been striving for the growth of khadi. The cowardice of English
people became manifest in the Great War, and if the Hindus and
Muhammadans united they could expel the British from India.
At a meeting at Rajapur Harbour on April 9, with an attendance of
about 250 persons, Govind Narayan Datar said that those who do not
wish to join the campaign should not ask others to recede.
At a meeting at Pawas on April 9, with an attendance of about 125
persons, Rawoot said that Patel won the game in Bardoli by civil disobedience. None should therefore entertain any fear for Government
power.
At meeting at Malwan on April 10 with an attendance of 400 persons
Dastane said that he had come to Malwan to organize a war of Inde^
pendence. He stated that 500 Maharashtra Congress volunteers were
coming to Malwan. He requested the audience to accompany him to
the house of one Bapu Saheb Samant for hoisting the Swaraj flag, as
Samant had placed his house at the disposal of the satyagrahis for a
camping place.
(11) Kolaba, April 12.—Five meetings were held on the Civil
Disobedience Movement in Alibag taluka. Speakers at the meetings were J V. Lele, W. G. Limaye, D. S. Manerikar and other pleaders
of Alibag. Speeches were made urging boycott of foreign cloth and
liquor, support of the Civil Disobedience Movement and an exhortation
generally to break the law.
At Panvel, on 2nd April A. W. Sahasrabudhe en toute to Ville Parle,
spoke to an audience of 300 urging disobedience of the laws.
On ,4th April, G. V. Ketkar, H. M. Joshi, Anandibai G. Joglekar and
M. R. Gosavi addressed an audience of 800 urging support of the Civil
Disobedience Movement as the people were on the offensive and
Government were afraid.
On 7th April, H. M. Joshi addressed 500 persons, on 8th April, 300
and on 9th April, 150, speeches being in the same strain.
At Mahad.—On 6th April, Chunilal Mehta Gujar, Tuljaram Mehta
Gujar and ether local men addressed an audience of 50.
On 8th April, Sakharam J. Bhagwat of Poona and Chunilal Mehta
Gujar addressed an audience of 150.
\ t Pen— On 12th April H. M. Joshi addressed 200 to 300 to the
effect that England was responsible for draining money from India.
The daily income of an Indian was 7 pies, whereas that of the Viceroy
was Rs. 700. The English laws were oppressive and everybody should
1

Vasudeo Vitha1tf//Y*.v Annasaheb Dastane started his nationalist career under Lokmanya
Tilak. He however, broke ranks to sunport the Gandhian majority. He narticipated in the
Non-Co-operation Movement as well as the Mulshi Satyagraha of 1921-1924. He activated
public opinion in manv Darts of Maharashtra during the Civil Disobedience Movement. His
work in his native district, vK Jalgaon was particularly noteworthy.
A-115—38—A,
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help to destroy them.
Hartals were observed at Mahad on 8th April and Pen on 12th April
because of the arrest of civil disobedience leaders in other districts. At
present Panvel is the centre of the movement, and the ground is also
being prepared at Pen. It is reported that over Rs. 600 has been
collected at Panvel.
Such volunteers, as are called for now appears to be only for local
propaganda work e.g., at Pen, etc.
G. V. Ketkar returned to Panvel from Ville Parle on 12th April, and
apparently his return was the signal for commencing activities in the
district, for on the 13th April he and R. N. Mandlik led a small procession to the bunder, where a feeble attempt was made to prepare salt.
On 14th April a similar procession was made. The object of the processions appeared to be to institute the movement rather than seriously
to start breaking the Salt Laws.
It is reported that the movement will commence at Pen on 2(Hh April.
686. Social Boycott of Government Servants.
(1) Thana, April 12.—Social boycott of Government servants have
been declared at several places and will soon be general unless counter
propaganda on a large scale is commenced quickly,
688. Revolutionary Activities.
(1) Poona, April 12.—On 9th April 1930 in Budhawar Chowk in
presence of some 200 persons V. B. Davre spoke to the following
;
effect :—Government should remember that the revolutionary party s
still in existence and is keeping quiet in obedience to Gandhi's creed of
non-violence. If Gandhi fails or if his 11 demands are not granted or
if he is done away with by some other means Government should bear
in mind that that party will initiate action and there would be bloodshed
everywhere. He (Davre) was a lover of bombs and pistols and when
the whole atmosphere becomes infected with tyranny these weapons were
effective.
On the night of 12th or morning of 13th a slip of paper was pasted
on to a post-box in Appa Balwant Chowk with Marathi writing on it
to the following effect : —
"Success to Revolution. All ye Officers, be alert. Release all
innocent arrested leaders. Remember if you hereafter arrest other
Maharashtra leaders there will be severe bloodshed and thousands of
Officers will be killed."
(Signed) CAPTAIN TAN AJ I,
Hindustan Army, Poona Branch.
689. Antf-Revolutionary Party.
S. B., Bombay Presidency. Poona, April 75.—The Indian National AntiRevolutionary Party in Poona has been started to work up the cause of
the untouchables. It is said that there is no sanction for this kind of
propaganda either from the public or even their own community. The
principal organisers of this Party are Shriram Janba Kamble, a Mahar of
A-115—38—B.
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Poena, Vithal Ramji Shinde , a non-Brahmin, Raghoram Sajjan Ghatge,
a Mahai, and Krishnarao Govind Patade, a non-Brahmin of Ratnagiri.
Ghatge and Patade left Poona for Jalalpur on April 3, to have an
interview with M. K. Gandhi to persuade him to give up his activities in
politics and to work for their cause. This step, however, is regarded as
interference in political matters and thereby they may lose the sympathy
of the general public for the cause of the Depressed Class.
Ghatge is a Municipal Councillor of the City Municipality and
Honorary Magistrate.
P. R. Lele in his article in the Bombay Chronicle of April 4 has classed
this movement as a foolish and suicidal step because he feels that it will
be used as a peg by those within the Indian National Congress, who have
opposed Gandhi in his efforts to identify the Independence movement
with the removal of untouchability.
69L National Week Celebrations.
(1) Nasik, April 72.—National week was inaugurated on April 6. Early
in the morning, Sitaramdas Tikamdas Bairagi, D. Y. Pingle and Ramchandra Bhikaji Mahajan went round with half a dozen boys collecting
foreign clothes to burn and singing national songs. R. H. Gadre hoisted
the national flag on the Peshwa Pataryan in the presence of 400 people.
His brother Purshottam sold khaddar worth Rs. 125 in the afternoon. A
procession of 1,000 people took Gandhi's photograph to a meeting in the
evening, after with a bonfire of foreign clothes was made.
Meetings have been held as follows :—
At Nasik on April 4, G. H. Deshpande, Pingle and Mahajan addressed
a gathering of 500, half of whom were students. They called on students
to join in the movement, to discard foreign clothes, to emulate B. J.
Marathe, to disbelieve all they were taught about the benefits of British
rule. Deshpande made the suggestive remark that railways and telegraphs
were the reason why the British held the country.
At Nasik on April 6, V. B. Akut, R. H. Gadre, G. H. Deshpande and
Sitaramdas addressed a gathering of 2,000 of whom two-thirds were
boys.
His (Deshpande's) speech was decidedly inflammatory.
At Nasik on April 7, Dr. D. B. Khadilkar and Mohanraj Ganesh Kathc
addressed a gathering of 300, including 200 boys. Little effect was produced as Kathe carries no weight. His speech was one running down
the action of the Poona untouchables in forming an Anti-Civil Disobedience Party.
At Nasik on April 8, Deshpande and Pingle addressed a gathering of
500. The effect of the speeches was ordinary. They presented glowing
accounts of the first breaches of the Salt Act and called on the audience
to follow the example of those in Gujerat and Bombay.
1

Karmaveer Vithal Ramji Shinde, founder of Depressed Classes Mission and a great
thinkef of Maharashtra.
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At Bhagur on April 10, Gopalrao Anandrao Desai and G. B. Bhutekar
addressed a gathering of 350 persons. This was a joint protest against
the Sarda Act and a call for civil disobedience. Little effect was produced.
Another meeting was held on April 6 when 3 or 4 foreign caps were
burnt.
At Yeola on April 3, S. D. Deo made a long rambling speech to an
attendance of 300 persons, advocating salt satyagraha, boycott of foreign
goods, etc. He likened Gandhi to Shivaji in that the former also wished
to found an Empire,
At Malegaon on April 6, D. V. Gokhale and P. V. Gokhale, two
brothers, led a procession of 25 boys with a National Flag which was
afterwards hoisted to a municipal lamp post. The Secretary of the
municipality ordered it to be removed.
At night these two with some others addressed a meeting of 500
without any apparent effect.
The vSub-Inspector reports that no leaders either Hindu or Muslim took
part in the proceedings.
Generally speaking the district cannot be said to be greatly affected as
yet. The Muhammadans certainly will have nothing to do with it.
Apart from Nasik and Yeola, with Sinnar to a lesser extent, none of the
towns show much interest. As regards rural areas, it is only natural that
Baglan taluka, having been well prepared, should take part, while Bhagur
still remembers the Cantonment controversy of some years ago.
.

Financially, there is little support except from Namput\ and a Bania
at Nandiiaon.
(2) RatnagirL April 12.—At a meeting at Malwan on April 11 with an
attendance of 500 persons Anant Vasudev Sahasrabudhe, a Congressman
of Poona, said that formerly Muhammadans ruled the country but the
wealth remained in India, whereas the present rulers (British) took away
the wealth to their distant homes. He spoke in support of the Civil
Disobedience Movement. He exhorted the audience to heln the movemerit with men or money, but he got no response to either request.
•
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5. B. Bombay Presidency. April 30.—The following are brief details
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of the principal meetings held in connection with the Civil Disobedience
Movement
Thana District.—Most of the towns
been affected.
Bandra.—Ten meetings.
Nasik District.—Nine meetings including four at Nasik, largest
attendance 2,000 on April 6. Muhammadans remain indifferent.
West Khandesh.—Eighteen meetings for the fortnight ending April
12. Pleaders of Nandurbar have decided to assist .the propagandists
in the villages and give Rs. 600 annually to the fund. One Patel
resigned and joined as a volunteer.
Ahmednagar District.—11 meetings, the largest audience at Ahmednagar 1,500 to 2,000 and at Rahata 1,000.
Poona District.—Daily meetings in Poona itself and several in the
district. G. N. Kanitkar has made somewhat violent speeches.
N. V. Gadgil and L. B. Bhopatkar also prominent.
Satara District.—Meetings, throughout the district and the District
Superintendent of Police remarks movement is gradually gaining ground.
Ratnagiri District.—10 meetings including 3 at Ratnagiri itself.
Munshi Mir Shakrulla of Jalgaon was one of the speakers at Ratnagiri.
Kolaba District.—14 meetings at Alibag, Panvel, Mahad and Pen.
.

.
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.
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710. Agitation.
(1) Thana, April 19.—Jamnadas M. Mehta was arrested at Shahapur
on 13 th April 1930 and sentenced to 6 months' simple imprisonment,
Rs. 200 fine or 2 months' simple imprisonment. D. V. Gokhale of
Poona has now taken his place and like all other leaders here keeps in
>the background and guarded in his words and actions.
There are now 90 volunteers of this district and others have come
from Ville Parle.
Few and small subscriptions are given at meetings and the bigger
financial backers do not advertise themselves. G. D. Vartak of Virar is
pne. Rs. 500 were collected during the week. After opening the camp
at Arnala it is expected that other one day shows will be held at
Shirgaon, Bordi and Gholvad. People at Kalyan and Thana towns held
demonstrations of collecting sea water and manufacturing salt, but the
public realised the futility of this and it has stopped. Raids on salt
works are expected especially at one outlying works between Ghodbunder and Bhayander.
There is a partial boycott at Ghansoli and the villages on the Thane
creek where there are salt works. Supplies a.re being sent from Thana,
A rumour has spread amongst the Police that people will not give them
their daughters in marriage.
18 meetings were held during the week in the district the usual advice
being given to join the Civil Disobedience Movement, enrol as volunteers,
1
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(2) Bombay Suburban District, April 79.—On 14th instant, a procession
of some 50 coolies and children started from the match factory at Santa
Cruz leading a donkey to which was attached a board with a poster in
English and Gujerathi : "We cannot see the advantage of swadeshi goods
because we are donkeys". It is reported that N. Fatteali who owns the
match factory instigated the procession.
Four meetings are reported during the week under Ghatkopar Police
Station with audiences varying from 100—300. The chief speakers were
1
Chunila Popatlal Shah, Swami Anand, Jaswantrai Ghanasham Mehta and
Laxmichand Manikchand Doshi.
The speeches were on the usual lines, viz., urging the people to break
the Salt Law, picket liquor shops and to help the Civil Disobedience
Movement.
At the meeting held at Borivli on 16th April 1930, presided over by
Swami Anand, Abdulla Rahimtulla of Ratnagiri and Ganpatrai Samoshankar Rindani of Borivli, addressed an audience of 500 (all castes). Abdulla
said, "Indian people had never had to suffer such miseries and troubles
under any previous administration as under the British. Other nations
had thrown off oppressive Governments by fighting". The other two
speakers exhorted the people to break the Salt Law.
At 2 meetings held at Andheri, speeches were made requesting the
audience to break the Salt Law, boycott foreign cloth, and liquor shops.
In the meetings held at Ville Parle, speeches were delivered exhorting
the people to break the Salt Law non-violently.
A hartal was observed at Santa Cruz, Parle, and Ghatkopar, and a few
shops closed in Kurla and Borivli on the arrest of Jawaharlal Nehru.
1
2
Ginwalla , Gharpure and Khadilkar visited Ville Parle Chhawani and
discussed rules for boycotting foreign cloth and liquor shops. Later
Wandrekar drew up the following confidential rules for volunteers: —
(i) Khaddar shops to be opened near foreign cloth ones; (ii) Volunteers
should remain near the foreign cloth shops, induce people politely and
quietly not to buy foreign cloth ; (iii) Volunteers are strictly warned not
to use any force or abuse while picketing ; (iv) They should not provoke
quarrels between shopkeepers and customers ; (v) They should bear all
insults from everyone, but must not reply—only remain silent; (vi) if
they are ordered to go away by the Police, they should not obey that
order but say politely it is their duty to stand near the shops.
(3) Ahmednagar, April 12.—
Date
Place
Audience
Speakers and Summary of
Soeoches
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
6th1 9 3April
Ahmednagar
..
(?)
including
100
To
wish
good
luck
to
the
1st
batch
0
women.
of satyagrahis going to Ville Parle.
9th1 9 3 April
Do.
..
3,000
(including
R.
B.
Hire
at
this
meeting
sold
some
0
200 women).
contraband salt supposed to have
been sent by Mrs. Kamaladevi
Chattopadyaya, for Rs. 50.
1
F. J. Ginwalla, a famous labour leader of Bombay.
2
K. P. Khadilkar, one-time lieutenant of Tilak turned Gandhian in 1919-20, well-known
dramatist.
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10th April Ahmed nagar
1930

11th April
1930

1,000 (including Ramkisan Ganeshram Jaju advocated
some
boycott of Government servants
Muhammadans). and said that if the labour class
were prepared, one lakh ot Britishers could be crushed in a day.

Do

3,000 (including To bid farewell to the 2nd batch of
200 women).
volunteers proceeding to Ville

Parle.
12th April
1930
6th

April
1930

Do

500 (including Though the audience was a large one
200 women).
there was nothing much of intciesf
said at this meeting.

Sangamner

About 1,000

Gajanan Ramchandra Mungi said
that the English when they first
came to India had brought with
them a pair of scissors and a measuring tape. The scissors with which
they cut the throats of Indians
should now be used on th?m.
Ramkrishnadas
Buwa
advocated
breaking of Forest Law and Arms
Laws and picketing of liquor
shops.

9th
April
1930

Sangamuer

•

•

100

Ramkrishnadas Buwa said that the
women who took the rath procession
in the face of the Police opposition
should now come forward and
trample down the laws of this
savage Government.
He also
requested the Muhammadans to
unite under the flag of Gandhi,
for if they did so they would sink
England in her own sea.

The other meetings held during the week elsewhere in the district were
The usual advice was reiteratary type
meetings
(4) East Khandesh, April 12.—Several meetings are reported in the
district in pursuance of the Civil Disobedience Movement. They are all
on the usual topics.
(4-A) East Khandesh, Apirl 19.—19 meetings were held during the
contraband
the
usual speeches were made regarding the breaking of the salt law,
boycotting of cloth and congratulating the leaders on their arrests.
Hartals were also observed in some talukas on account of J. Nehru
arrest.
(5) West Khandesh, April 19.—A party of 15 volunteers under the
leadership of Rajaram Anant Deshpande of Pimpalner left Dhulia on
April 17 by motor bus in order to proceed to Malwan to break the salt
Law. Seven volunteers were from Pimpalner and the rest from different
places in this district.
Another party of six volunteers under the leadership of Vishwanath
Nanasaheb Deware, the resigned Patel left Dhulia on April 15 by
road for Bombay to join the salt law breakers, the leader, however, only
went as far as Borkund in Dhulia taluka, from where he returned to
Dhulia the same evening.
•
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(6) Nasik, April 19.—On 19th April 1930, 28 volunteers under the
leadership of Gangadhar Mahadeo Daivi came to Nasik from Sangamner
and proceeded to Ville Parle the same night. Another batch of about a
dozen is expected from Baglan taluka today, under the leadership of
Sonu Shimpi and Govind Gopal Shet of Nampur.
There appears to be more real enthusiasm in this taluka than in Nasik
itself even ; whatever financial support there is, comes from affected villages
there Rs. 242 have been raised at Kakadgaon, Sarde, and Takwade
villages close to Nampur. G. B. Bhutekar was active in th e taluka raising
volunteers, organising tea parties, etc.
There has been no further sale of salt in Nasik after that report during
the current week. An attempt was made at Yeola by Shankar Dhundiraj
Wagh, pleader, and Pandurang Shridhar Apte to sell salt to an audience
of 000 (including 100 Muhammadans) on 19th April 1930, but the
audience as a whole was most unresponsive. One or two students of the
National School purchased some. Meetings have been held as follows : —
Nasik 15 and 16 April :
Attendance 2,000 and 1,500. The speakers ,all sympathised with
Jawaharlal Nehru and lauded volunteers who were going to Ville
Parle and Pen. Otherwise speeches were without interest.
Trimbak, 16 April.—Attendance 125. A hartal was observed during the
day over J. Nehru's arrest. Speeches were ineffective generally, except
that the Forest Laws were held to be fit for breaking.
Sinnar, 14th April 1930. Attendance 300. Speakers : S. H. Deshpande,
C. Y. Kale, and G. B. Bhutekar, Effect ordinary. One boy volunteer aged
18 was recruited, and Rs. 5 were contributed. A local committee was
appointed to raise volunteers, but so far has done nothing. 40-45 foreign
caps were burnt on 17th April 1930.
Yeola, 9th April 1930.—S. D. Wagh, Dr. N. G. Sathe, Kalantri
Marwadi have each contributed Rs. 100, and Murlidar Nathu Gujar
Rs. 5J. Interest here in wholly Hindu, and confined to a few. Speakers
include those mentioned above and teachers in the National School,
particularly K. R. Vaishmpayan who has now gone as a volunteer.
Speeches were ordinary and had no great effect.
Satana, 15th April 1930.—Speakers : V. B. Pathak and T. T. Rangari,
Attendance 200, no great effect. The last two gave Rs. 5 each but no
volunteers enlisted.
Nampur, 16th April 1930.—Attendance 300. Speakers:—Deshpande,
Bhutekar, and Gopal Shivram Patil. Speeches were rather stronger her e
as this village has been well prepared before hand. Boycott of Government servants was called for. Effect average.
On the whole the situation in the district is fairly easy. Therie are no
Ak
are weavers and are only taking part to save their face
Although the Salt Act has been broken, the effect has been very small,
and arrests would have aggravated it. Non-arrest has rather taken away
most of what effect there was.
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At the same time, if G. H. Deshpande, and Bhutekar would commit a
breach themselves, their arrest would remove two firebrands who are
heart and soul in the movement.
(7) Poona, April 19.—There were no less than 30 meetings held during
the week in the district. The following appear to be worth mentioning : —
1
T. R. Deogirikar , on 13th April 1930.—This civil disobedience is a
rebellion. It will not stop till British rule is overthrown. We shall step
by step break all the laws.
G. N. Kanitkar, on 16th April 1930.—Our men will occupy Ganeshkhind
House and all high posts, and Europeans will be menials under Swaraj.
G. N. Kanitkar, on 18th April 1930.—We saved the Faraskhana from
being burned down on 15th April,
N. V. Gadgil on 19th April 1930.—Those who will not break the law
are traitors in the eyes of the nation.
Dharmanand Kosambi on 19th April 1930.—I appeal to the Police that
they belong to us and merely serve for their pay. When the time comes
they should not fire on us.
The news of the arrest of Jawaharlal Nehru beqame known on 14th
evening and on 15th there was a hartal in. Poona city, accompanied by
cap-snatching and burning, also by stone-throwing towards evening at the
Police.
Next day a leaflet printed at Chitrashala Press and bearing the names
of H. V. Tulpule, president of the Municipality, N. V. Gadgil, pleader
and G. N, Kanitkar was issued advocating non-violence, peaceful behaviour
in processions, avoidance of trouble to the public, etc. The leaflet condemns the cap snatching, and also use of batons by the police. District
reports show that there was hartal at Saswad, Dhond, Khed, Indapur,
Manchar (taluka Ambegaon), Ghoda, and possibly at Wade (taluka
Khed).
None of the district meetings appears to have been well attended except
one at Khed on 16th instant, when 1,000 persons are said to have been
present
(8) Satara, April 19.—The following are extracts of speeches delivered at
meetings in connection with Civil Disobedience Movement: —
(1) At Satara on the 11th April 1930 Professor Mohanlal Patany
said:—There is no objection to a foreigner remaining in India, provided he abides by our wishes, otherwise he should be driven out. It
it our will that should reign supreme and not the dictates of the
Viceroy. Audience 700, all castes.
(2) At KaSegaon, Islampur Police Station, on the 11th April 1930
Dr. Krishnarao Bhimrao Antrolikar said :—This Government on the
face of repeated requests has turned a deaf ear to our demands. We
should, therefore, unite, refuse to pay all taxes and help Gandhi in his
struggle for independence. Audience 300, all castes.
(3) At Dahiwadi on the 12th April 1930 Vishnu Eknath Kanere
said that if they followed the example of Bardoli they would sodn
be in a position to drive out the foreigners. Audience 100.
,
1

One of the three Congress leaders of Western Maharashtra, namely Deo, Deogirikar

and N.V. Gadgil,
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(4) At Karad on the 13th. April 1930 Dr. Krishnarao Bhimrao
Antrolikai expressed a desire to conquer England at least for a day,
with a view to treat the English in the same way as General Dyer
treated the Indians.
(5) At Wai on the 15th April 1930 Laxman Balaram Joshi, Shastri,
exhorted his audience to resort to civil disobedience, sell salt, picket
shops and thereby break the laws.
(6) At Panchgani on the 18th April 1930 K. M. Munshi, ex-M.L.C,
exhorted his audience to join the satyagraha campaign. His daughter
and niece sold contraband salt, sale proceeds being Rs. 38.
The Brahmins as a whole are taking a very active part in the
movement.
i

(9) Sholapur, April 19.—During the week in question there have been
reports of 15 meetings in this district with regard to civil disobedience,
the principal ones being at Sholapur, Pandharpur, and. Barsi. One at
Sholapur was presided over by one M. B. Pathan but though there is a
large Muhammadan population here, the local Congress Party could only
prevail on one other Muhammadan to take part in the meeting. The
other meetings dealt with the arrest of Jawaharlal Nehru, and the local
firebrands took advantage of this to urge their audience to resort to
civil disobedience in any form. Salt alleged to be contraband was sold
and the sum of Rs. 127, was realised. The chief speakers were Shivlal
Motichand Mehta, J. B. Shinde, P. S. Ratti, and C. R. Wangi, all of whom
are pretty fiery and action is going to be taken against them. At one
meeting Mehta read out portions of a book by the late S. M. Paranjpe
which has been proscribed by Government. Attempts have also been
made to get the people here to picket the liquor shops, but have met
with no success.
*

The meetings at Pandharpur and Barsi were of a similar nature and
alleged contraband salt was sold at bath places. Certain pleaders at
Pandharpur are getting mixed up with the movement, but the chief man
there is one G. M. Bapat of the Taluka Congress Committee. At Barsi
Dr. B. N. Pande delivered some fairly rabid speeches but no one of any
importance attended his meetings.
On the 15th instant a hartal was observed in many parts of the district
to protest against the arrest of Nehru and at Sholapur the mills were
closed, the millhands of the Vishnu and Laxmi being compelled to
come out by the other millhands. Most of them went home, but a rowdy
element after breaking some windows in the aforesaid mills proceeded
to the city and threw stones at one of the Police chowkies breaking some
of the windows. The situation was brought under control and nothing
else untoward happened.
(10) Kolaba, April 79.—Pen
movement.

has

now become

the

centre

of

the
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(10-A) 5. B. Bombay Presidency, Voona, April 30.—The following
meetings are reported from the Ratnagiri district during the week
ending April 19 :
Place

Date

Attendance

Subject and spcakei s

0)

(2)

(3)

(4)

*

Khaiepatan

..

10th April

500

Ratnagiri

..

12th April

500

Khed

..

13th April

400

Munshi Mir Shukrulla of Jalgaon.

Ratnagiri

..

13th April
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Civil Disobedience Movement. Dr.
V. V. Athalye of Satara set fire to
some foreign cloths.
e

'

•

•

.

Balkrishna Shetye.

Padel
(Deogad Police
Station)

13th April

50

Devgad

14th April

350

About 30 caps of foreign clcth were
burnt.

15th April . .

100

Munshi Mir Shukrulla asked
audience to aid the Civil
obedience Movement.

Dapoli

.

•

4

•

•

A. K. Bhagwat advised the peopl
to break all the enactments of
Government.

the
Dis-

Ratnagiri

15th April

1,650

Speeches to join the Civil Disobedience
Movement were made.

Malwan

15th April

500

Women also being asked to join the
Civil Disobedience Movement.

Mithbav

.

16th April

400

Achra

.

16th April

400

Malwan

.

16th April

2,000

Malwan

.

16th April

500

Achra

.

17th April . .

525

•

•

•

..

•

•

•

Vasudeo Govind Dastane asked the
people to break the Salt Act.
The Civil Disobedience
to be supported.
*

Movement

•

712. Funds
(1) Ahmednagar, April 12.—At Ahmednagar Rs. 1,714 (6th April)
and Rs. 1.000 (7th April), Ahmednagar (Kanhur) Rs. 138-8-0 (10th
April).
(2) East Khandesh, April 19.—Rs. 484 were collected as funds in the
district during the week.
(3) Satara, April 79.—Funds collected Rs. 450. G. D. Sane and
Pandharinath Waman Ghanekar are playing: a very important part in
the movement. The former is suspected of having imported contraband
salt into this district.
(4) RatnagMf April 79.—Rs. 1,630-10-6 were collected as funds during
the week at various places m the district.

0U4
4

7 J 3. Volunteers,
(1) Bomoay suburban Disirict, April 19.—No volunteers were enlisted
locally at Vnile Parle. During the week 48 volunteers arrived in the
Chhawni at Ville Parle 11 from Nagar, 11 from Viramgaum. 20 from
Wax and 7 from Nasik. While batches of about i2 lett Viile Parle for
Vesawa* Bhayandar, Ghatkopar, Chembur and two to Kolaba district
5 persons from Ghatkopar have sent in their names as volunteers.
Now only 30 volunteers are kept in W l e Parle Chhawni 13 of them being
women.
(2) Ahmednagar, April 12.—At Rahata 14 volunteers obtained. At
Jamgaon 6 volunteers obtained. At Belapur 1 woman volunteer.
(3) East Khandesh, April 79.—On 16th N. M. Gokhale left Jalgaon
for Ville Parle with a batch of volunteers and returned on 18th without
diem.
*

*

*

*

At Amalner 31 persons gave their names for pickel
on
shops at a meeting held on 21st.
At a meeting held at Bhadgaon on April 18 two persons gave theii
names as volunteers.
(4) West Khandesh, April 19.—24 persons have enlisted as volunteers
for picketing foreign cloth shops and 25 for picketing liquor shops in
Dhulia. Only one satyagraha volunteer secured in Dhulia.
(5) Poona, April 19.—It is reported that 500 volunteers have come
forward and enlisted at Poona. 140 names have appeared in the local
press. A local leader S. D. Deo of the well-known Chinchwad family
has been making salt at Ville Parle and reporting details in his Maharashtra Satyagraha Patrika, printed in Bombay at the Shraddhanand
Press, Bombay (Girgaum). G. V. Ketkar, president of the Maharashtra
Civil Disobedience Committee has been arrested on 20th instant at Pen.
N. C. Kelkar went to Pen and hoisted the National Fl^g there recently.
L. B. Bhopatkar left for Kalyan on 20th instant and came back with a
little alleged contraband salt next day. N. V. Gadgil, T. R. Deogirikar and
D. V. Gokhale left on 20th instant to go to various coast salt centres.
Oa 17th a batch of 15 volunteers were given a send-off from Shivaji
Mandir, and on 18th instant another batch of 17, said to be hangers on
of G. N Kanitkar at his private house (called by him Desh Seva
Ashram), were given a send-off by 500 persons, headed by S. D. Deo,
N. V. Gadgil and G. N. Kanitkar.
14 volunteers were enlisted at Khed.
(6) Satara, April 19.—There has been a further enrolment of 18
volunteers during the week under report.
(7) Sholapur, April 19.—On the 18th instant five more volunteers left
for Ville Parle. They were of no importance.
(8) Ratnagiri, April 19.—Enlistments of volunteers at the places
mentioned below are reported: —Dapoli—6 volumteers, Makhjan and
Sangameshwar village (Devruk Police Station)—5 volunteers.
•

It was the Marathi counterpart of the Bombay Congress Bulletin cf the B. P. C, C
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715. Boycott of Government Servants.
(1) liatnagiri, April 23.—On the night of 21st instant a meeting was
held when a resolution was passed that shopkeepers in the town should
not supply the Police with provisions for the next three months, and
any shopkeeper found doing so was to be fined Rs. 51. On the District
Superintendent of Police's servant going to market none of the shopkeepers would serve him. The Policemen also experienced a certain
amount of difficulty in getting their daily bazaar.
-

719. Anti-Civil Disobedience Propaganda in Poona.
(1) Poona, April 19.—The untouchables on 15th instant, held an antiMuhammadans
19th April in Raviwar Peth.
These are given below :
„ . Place

,.. Date

Attendance

Speakers and Subjects

(

(2)

(1)
Nawamodi
Khana,
Cantonment

15th April
1930.

(3)

60 Untouchables.

*

•

•*

*

I

)

• *

(4)
Subject : Civil Disobedience Movement.
Speakers : (1) Subhedar
Ghadge (2) L. K. Ogalc, (3) S. R.
Thorat, (4) Baburao Powar, (5)
K. G. Patade. The speakers
blamed the Hindu community for
neglecting them in education and
other social reforms and praised
the Government for enlightening
them and making them realise their
rights. Patade narrated how he had
gone to see Gandhi at Dandi and
how the latter refused to help him
in the removal of untouchability
and to secure temple entry. They
promised to remain loyal as before
and settled to send their representatives toNagpur where a Congress
would be cpened wholly for the
untouchables to fight out their
grievances, under the presidency of
Dr. Ambedkar. They condemned
the Sanatanists of Nasik for harassing them and suggested that
Gandhi's
Movement was detrimental.
.

Raviwar Pcth.

•

19th April
1930.

•

500
Muhammadans
I

k

*

V

*

•

J,

Same subject as above.
Speakers : (1) Shaikh Ramzan Saheb,
Pleader. (2) Abdul Baki Abdul
Gafur.
(3) Abdul
Satarkhan
Ameenkhan.
The speakers described how the
Muhammadans had to suffer and
how they were neglected for their
co-operation with the Hindus in
the Non-co-operation Movement of
1921-22, how the Hindu Mahasabha
was created and how it wounded
the feelings of Muhammadans by
playing music in front of their
mosques and doing other mischief,
how the Hindus did not consider
their rights in preparing the Nehru
report and how it was wrong to

Place
(1)

Date
(2)

Altenjance
0)

Speakers and Subjects
(4)
continue satyagraha movement in
respect of salt. They warned the
Government that they did not want
to take part in this movement, and
that had they done so it would have
been most difficult for Government
to have handled the situation, and
so the Government should now
assist them. They blamed
the
Government for passing the Sarda
Act, and finally settled not to cooperate with the Hindus in the
present movement.
They requested that the Round Table
Conference should be accelerated
as there was some possibility otherwise of some of their men joining
the Civil Disobedience Movement.

(2) Shblapur, April 19.—There was an anti-civil disobedience meeting
at Pandharpur presided over by one Hassan Jan Mahomed, who denounced
the action taken by Gandhi and his followers.
' ••
726. Swadeshi Propaganda in Schools.
(1) East Khandesh, April 19.—A meeting was held atl Chahardi on
April 19, in which Shankar Kalu presided. A cord spinning union was
formed.
(2) Poona. April 19.—On 16th instant the Poona Bar Association
presided over by Ghaswalla resolved to wear khaddar in Court and to
defend satyagrahis free. The grain merchants of Bhawani Peth have
requested their clerks, munims and hernials to wear khaddar.
25 foreign cloth merchants in Poona are reported to have decided to
buy no more for 12 months.
727. Temperance Campaign.
(1) West Khandesh, April 19.—Picketing of liquor shops started in
Dhulia on April 15. There are two liquor shops and one toddy shop
and all three were picketed on 15th, 16th and 19th April. On the
first day 14 persons, mostly pleaders did the picketing, on the second
day 22 persons and on the third 33 persons. The picketing was carried
on peacefully.
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749 .Civil Disobedience Movement, General Summary.
(1) Thana District.—18 meetings for week ending April 19 and 13
meetings for week ending April 26. Rs. 1,000 was collected in the
fortnight.
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(2) Bandra— Meetings at Ghatkopar 800, Kurla, Borivli 500, Andheri,
Ville Parle and a few other places.
(3) Nasik District.—10 meetings and Rs. 600 collected in the week
ending April 19, audiences of over 1,500 at Nasik itself. Other meetings
unimportant.
(4) East Khandesh District.—19 meetings for week ending April 19
and 34 meetings for week ending April 26. Important meetings at
Bhusawal, April 19 and 24, Jalgaon, April 17 and 20, Jamner, April 25,
Pachora, April 19 and Chalisgaon, April 21, 87 volunteers and over
Rs. 500 collected in the fortnight.
(5) West Khandesh District.—Meetings throughout the district and
49 volunteers in the week ending April 19 and 10 for week ending
April 26.
(6) Ahmednagar District.—Meetings throughout the district, important
ones being at Ahmednagar and Sangamner. Nearly Rs. 3,000 collected
between April 6 and April 10.
(7) Poona District.—30 meetings for week ending April 19 and 37
meetings for week ending April 26. The largest attendances have been
at Poona, Rajuri 1,500, April 24 and Bhigwan. The large audience of
5,000 at Bhigwan was due to the presence of crowds which had collected
to see wrestlings matches there on April 21. G. N. Kanitkar appealed to
them in the name of Shivaji to stop the payment of land revenue.
Several meetings are reported from Saswad. Poona is the centre for the
sending of volunteers to Ratnagiri, Ville Parle, etc.
Two anti-Civil Disobedience Movement meetings were held in Poonai
itself, one by the untouchables (April 15) and other by Muhammadans
(April 19) The Muhammadans were advised not to take part in the
movement.
At Poona five meetings were held on the evening of May 5 after the
news of Gandhi's arrest reached Poona. N. C. Kelkar presided at the
meeting at the Shivaji Mandir, V. B. Purandare, the G. I. P. Strike
leader, appealed to politicians to join forces with the Labour movement.
Chande Maharaj said that jail was the birth place of God Shri Krishna
who afterwards killed Kauns. So jail was the birth place of Independence.
N. R. Bamagaonkar of the Central Provinces said that by Gandhi's
arrest* Government were compelling the nation to drift to violence.
On the same day Professor Dongre of Kolhapur said that he was of
opinion that Government had arrested Gandhi at the instance of Libera]
leaders like Sir Chimanlal Setalwad. He also gave the opinion that the
men believing in revolutionary methods and in bombs would now begin
their work.
(8) Satara District.—\5 meetings (week ending April 19), and 30
meetings (week ending April 26). Rs. 5,000 collected in the week
ending April 26, and 50 volunteers.
<9) Sholapur District—\5 meetings (week ending April 19), largest
audiences were at Sholapur April 17, 3,000 and April 22, 7,000.
(10) Kolaba District.—Pen has become the centre of agitation.
Numerous small meetings all over the district.

608
(1) Ratnagiri District.—21 meetings for week ending April 19 and 42
meetings in the following week. Boycott of Police recommended in
Ratnagiri itself. 4 meetings at Revandi attracted large audience from
1.000 to 4,000. Rs. 1,630 collected during the week ending April 19 and
Rs. 500 in the following week.
750. Agitation.
(1) Thana, Apfd 26.—In all 13 meetings were held. While interest in
the movement decreased in the larger centres more villages were being
affected daily owing to intensive propaganda. Leaflets were distributed
throughout the district advising people not to take part in the Civil
Disobedience Movement.
(2) Bombay Suburban District April 26.—The usual procession took
place every morning from all the chawnis in the district, viz., Ville Parle.
Versowia, Ghatkopar, Chembur and Mulund for fetching salt water to
prepare salt under the instructions of the volunteers in the chawni.
Natural salt was collected by the volunteers in all the chawnis and sold
to villagers
Women (principally Gujerathi, though now there are a few of the
Khoja and Deccan community as well) showed greater interest in the
movement, This appears to be the result of the speeches of Mrs. Kamaladevi Chatopadhyaya of Bombay.
Other communities have so for shown no signs of joining the movement.
Resolutions were put up at meetings in Bandra, Versowa and Ghatkopar to boycott the police because of the convictions of the leaders at
the beginning of the week, but so far no steps have been taken in the
matter and it is very likely that this may peter out.
The only measures taken aganst the foretell clith propaganda was the
burning of clothes at Ghatkopar by some 30 Gujerathis.
The only able leader left in this district now is S. D. Deo who goes
about secretly as he is terrified of being arrested. S. S. Naik and D. C.
Bnrfrwalla are helping to run the chawnis. N. D. Sawarkar was only
here for a few days as he has now been arrested by the Thana Police.
All these men have a certain amount of influence locally and are strongly
supported by all the Gujerathi community.
The two chief centres are still Ville Parle and Ghatkopar. Enthusiasm
is more visible in the latter place.
The following meetings were held in the district :
Date
(0
Daily ..

..

Place
Attendance
(2)
(3)
Ville
Parle 100-200
..
Chhawni.
Andheri

..

..

Remarks
(4)
All sneakers stressed the necessity
r
of picketing liquor shops and boycott of foreign cloth, especially
British goods.
30 women gave their names as women
pickefers.
To congratulate the arrested leaders
and continue the present movement.
N. V. Gadgil added that a part of
Gujarat was called Gardhi Raj.
•

Andheri

..

..

*
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! Date

Plac
(2)
Varsowa

0)
Daily

-

Attendance
(3)
•

•

40-100

(including
women and
f
children)

1
t

•

During the week
-.

*

Ghatkopai

Ranging from
200-800

s •

•

•

i

0th April 1930

'

Kurla

1,000 (including Muhammadans)

•

Remarks
(4)
The speakers attempted to get the
Kolis to join the movement and
tell the audiences that Government
is despotic. The Police should be
boycotted.
Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya
urges all to break all the laws of
Government.
Advice to prepare and use home-made
salt and to wear khaddar.

(3) Ahtmdnagar, April 19.—A meeting was held at Sangamner on
April 16, with an audience of 1,000 persons, at which Ramkrishnadas
1
Buwa and Lalji M. Pendse were the speakers. Lalji Pendse introducing
himself said that he did not wear khaddar as it was expensive and he
did not like it. Khaddar alone would not get Swaraj. With regard to
the Sangamner rath procession he said that to an outsider it appeared
that the dispute was engineered by Government. He was against the
Nehru Report as there was not a single thing in it which would destroy
the Government. Before the Congress kranti was at its zenith, and
Government was afraid, so brought the Congress into existence with the
help of some traitors to lead the people astray. Valour was better than
discretion. There was no reason in this Government which created
cannibals like General Dyer, who had quenched his thirst with the blood
of the poor innocent women and children of Lahore ; or in the Viceroy
who had passed the Rowlatt Act. The principles of the Russian administration were worthy of being followed. They should not concentrate
ori the Salt -Act, but one party should be told off for breaking its laws,
another kept in reserve for breaking other laws, so as to besiege this
Goverttment On all sides. If Government arid its forces had been engaged everywwhere locally and the Bombay labourers had been allowed to
make Kranti (Revolution) India would have got Swaraj in two days.
He regretted that Congress had not helped the railway strike. India
would not get Swaraj without kranti and there would be no kranti without strikes. Labourers were more useful for Kranti than farmers, as you
could secure the aid of a large number of labourers at any time. But
the farmer class should not be kept aside, and they should be encouraged
to jofri in by telling them that the swords by which they would cut the
throats of the English would be used against the sawkars, and thus they
would be free from all debts and taxes. He would not accept Swaraj as
a gift but would take it by force. He criticised the behaviour of the Police
at the Girgaum Court. They should boycott the Police as the first
step to kranti. If a policeman in uniform broke their heads they should
not hesitate to pay him in the same coin. They should boycott the
Police and Government servants.
(4) East Khandeshi April 26.—Except for a meeting of the untouchables on the 25th in which it was decided to hold another meeting at
Lain Pendse later became a labour leader and an
rasMra Niovement.
A-115—39-A.
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Faijpur on the 13th May to consider the question of Temple Satyagraha
at Changdev and a lantern lecture by Sakharam Vishnu Gurj&re of
Akola, on cow pritection in which the local Congressmen took an
active part, activity was confined to the Civil Disobedience Movement in
the district with little success. The Muhammadans remain aloof from
the movement.
ith the Civil DisobediIn all there were 34 meetings
The following are the
ence Movement during the week
more important ones :—
Date
Place
Remarks
(1)
(2)
(3)
19th April 1930 .. Sunasgoan, Bhusaval
Speeches on the usual lines were made,
taluka
17th April 1930 .. Jalgaon Taluka •.
.. Usual speeches and small bonfire of foreign
cloth.
20th Apiil 1930 .. Jalgaon . •
..
•• To congratulate convicted leaders, followed
by a bonfire of foreign cloths.
25th April 1930 •. Jamner
It was decided that no complaints should
be given to Government servants and
to socially boycott those who drank
liquor.
x
19th April 1930 .. Pachora..
..
.. An objectionable speech by P. S. Sane.
21st April 1930 .. Chalisgaon
..
. • To protest against the convictions of
Dastane and Jamnadas Mehta.
S. S. Chitnis sold tickets bearing the
inscription of "Independent India
and got Rs. 30.
21st April 1930, 6 villages in the BhadShripad Hari Kulkarni addressed these
23td April 1930,
gaon Police Station
meetings.
24th April 1930
24th April 1930 .. Parola
Speeches on the usual lines. There were
bonfires at various places in Parola.
24th April 1930 .. Bhusaval
..
.. Speeches on the usual lines. There was a
bonfire of foreign caps.
The other meetings were of no particular interest as the same old
advice was repeated over and over again by the various speakers. At
some of these meetings salt was sold by unimportant persons.
(5) West Khandesh, April 26.—Great activity continued in connection
with the Civil Disobedience Agitation and the creed which is being
preached is taking deep root.
13 meetings have been held wherein the usual advice to aid the Civil
Disobedience Movement and boycott of the Police advocated. N. K.
Vaidya's speeches have been very rabid and tend to incite violence with
the result that the pleaders have withdrawn their support to meetings.
,

•»

*

•
*

.

*

•

•

.

.

.

'

*

•

and Am
of contraband salt in Navapur and realized Rs. 32.
Dhulia a procession of two donkeys adorned with hats
taken through the city up to the Panjara river. The
200 or 300 people, but it caused
bonfire was made

of foreign,

On April 27, at
and neck-ties were
procession was at
a great
.000
caps. Much excitement was caused

P.S. Sane alias Sane Guruji later became a great Congress Socialist, an underground
freedom fighter in 1942, a great thinker and Maratbi writer!
A-115—39-B.
i
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cries of 'Gandhi-ki-Jay, "Pandit Javaharlal Nehru ki-Jay" and "Down
5
with the British Government.'
On April 29, a huge meeting was convened in Deopur, a suburb of
Dhuliya city, in the evening under the presidentship of Dharmasinh Tarachand Kayashte. N. K. Vaidya, Secretary to the Railwaymen's Union,
addressed the meeting and made a violent speech preaching the breach
of the salt law, boycott of foreign cloth and Government officials. He
also asked the policemen to give up their services and join the public.
People took vows to boycott Government officials and the witnesses who
gave evidence on behalf of the prosecution against the six accused. Great
excitement prevailed at the meeting.
(6) Nasik, April 26.—Baglan taluka was the chief area of interest in
the movement and most of the volunteers appeared to hail from that
area. Further, subscriptions were almost entirely from that part. At
Nandgaon and Yeola a certain amount of interest has been aroused but
apparently not very much.
No serious support by other communities has been noticed. It is said
some Muhammadans of Baglan taluka are to become volunteers. So far
they have not come to Nasik.
A batch of volunteers twenty-two lin number arrived in Nasik from the
villages of Nampur, Sompur and Tembe under Baglan taluka on April 21,
under the leadership of Gangaram Banduji Butekar.
On April 22, nine volunteers were despatched from Nandgaon to
Nasik, none of these were men of any influence. On April 24.
9 volunteers under the leadership of Dattatraya Yadav Pingle left Nasik on
foot for Ville Parle to take part in the salt movement. On April 25,
evening a party of 23 volunteers under the leadership of Atmaram
Dhondu Shimpi of Nampur under Baglan taluka left Nasik by rail for
Ville Parle. A farewell meeting was held the same evening at Nasik
to give a send off to the party, this was presided over by Wasudeo
Bapuji Akut, pleader of Nasik.
The following meetings were held during the week : —
'
Date
Place
Attendance
Remarks
(1)

(2)

20th April 1930 .. Nasik
t9th April 1930
23rd April 1930
20th April 1930

(7) Poona.

(3)

(4)

.. 1,200

.. Present movement for the commission
of breach of laws.
.. Yeola
. . 6 0 0 ..
.. Breaking the Salt Act.
..Yeola
.. 1,000
.. Civil disobedience.
.. Satana . . 5 0 0 ..
.. This meeting was held in honour of
Taluka
the volunteers who were leaving for
Baglan
Nasik.
April 26.—The following meetings were held in the

district.—
Date
(1)
20th April
1930

Place
(2)
Navi Peth

Attendance
Remarks
(3)
(4)
7.
100 7. .. G. N. Kanitkar said that the people
had not yet gone mad. Had they
done so, the Fara.skhana would
have been burned' down. The
scoundrelly British had reduced
them to servitude and they would
only feel happy when the British
were destroyed.

a
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Mit Ganj

26th April
1930

Laxmi Road

*

80

Mangalwar Peth

21st April
1930
Do.
25th April
1930

•

Navi Peth
Somwar Peth

•

Remarks
(4)

Attendance
(3)

Place
(2)

Date
(1)
21st April
1930

50

•

•

•

150
400

500

•

•

Do.
Kashinath Kanaskar said the British
were so few in number that Indians
could cut all their throats in a single
night, were they armed, he also
explained that the enly class which
had kept itself aloof was the Govern, ment servant class and that class
could be brought round by boycotting it. G. N. Kanitkar called for
5.000 volunteers within 8 days and
p said that in the Russian revolution
the Police and Military refused to
obey the Czar.
G. S. Joshi said that if Government
became violent the public should
follow Government example.
r

•

•

•

This meeting was held in the premises
of the untouchables merely to
obtain their sympathy and help in
the Civil Disobedience Movement.
The usual advice to join this campaign was given.
Do.

0

28 other meetings were held at which the usual advice of joining as
Movement
;iven. The largest
ligwan
audience was at
April 7 and 21,
Rajuri {15500) on
(8) Sdtam, April 26.—Though not by leaps and bounds, the movement
is gradually spreading. The student-class are making capital of the
movement and are showing signs of rowdyism. The leaders as a rule
remain in the background. The movement is being carefully watched.
About
through
the week
under report, in which civil disobedience, breach of the Salt Laws, enlistment of volunteers, collection of funds, spread of khaddar, boycott of
foreign cloth, etc., were preached. The speeches were of the usual type.
The most important! of these meetings were held at Satara City on the
22nd April 1930, at Wai on 20th" April 1930, and at Panchgani on
18th April 1930, where contraband salt was sold.
At a meeting held as Satar a on <the 26th April 1930 an ex-police
constable named Narayan Govind Kulkarni who resigned the Force
recently delivered a speech to the following effect :— That before joining
the satyagrahis he was in
as he was
Department
dissatisfied wi>h the present rules. He hoped that every policemen and
other Government Servants would do the same in the near future. . He
criticised the policy of the present Government and added that Government derived an income of 8 crores a year by means of the Salt Tax, and
further stated that if salt was manufactured in Sind for one year it would
suffice for the consumption of the whole world for the period of 200 years.
The English, he said, were slaves in the past but rulers now, and the
tftne had come when we would revert them to their former position.
4

y

i
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A meeting was held at Satara in front of the New Palace on 23rd to
congratulate Bhide and three others for having broken the Salt Act and
gone to jail. It was presided over by Nilu Waman Ghanekar of the
National School, Satara. A packet of contraband salt was offered for sale
in the meeting by one Mahadev Laxman Divakar of Borjaiwadi, Taluka
Koregaon, the leaders not having the courage to sell it personally. The
contraband salt was duly confiscated.
During the meeting it is reported that a few small stones were thrown
at the police by the student mob which struck some of the officers. The
Deputy Superintendent of Police and the H.P.I, had attended the meeting and nothing untoward than the above incident occurred. The District
Superintendent of Police was also personally watching the developments
and the armed Police were under his direct control. The meeting passed
off quietly.
(9) Sholapur, April 26.—The arrest of P. S. Rathi and S. M. Mehta
led to several meetings being held in various parts of the district as
a protest against the sentence. The meetings in Sholapur city were
presided over by the local firebrands Dr. K. B. Antrolikar, R. G. Jaju
and Shinde and at Barsi by Pande. After congratulating the above men
on their sentence they all went on to their usual talk of using khadi,
boycott of foreign cloth, and urging their audience to picket all liquor
shops. The above sentences have had a quietening effect.
(10^ Kdldba, April 26.—Pen remains the centre of the movement in
this district, meetings were held daily, the audience being not less than
1,000. It is anticipated that the movement would suffer locally in view
of the arrests of the leaders. However, demonstrations of salt making
still continues. Boycott of Government semants is likely. At Panvel?
although the people have not so far lent themsevles whole-heartedly to
the movement, efforts are being made to organise a mass breaking of the
Salt Law. At Alibag the people have not joined the movement although
J. V. Lele, D. S. Manerikar and G. V. Limaye the chief supporters of
the agitation, are trying to create interest in it.
The agitation, however, has continued unchecked at Mahad and
Mangaon, and as the movement appears to be gaining ground, some
action will be necessary in the near future. Picketing of liquor shops
is established and efforts are being made to start mass civil disobedience
on May 2nd. The chief speakers who address meetings here are,
V. D. Marathe of Poona, Tuljaram Mehta Gujar and A. M. Pingale,
pleader of Mahad. Meetings at other centres have been very numerous
and are erf the stereotyped form.
At present there appears to be no demand for volunteers as such, as
people are ready to break the Salt Law whenever exhorted to do so.
fll) Ratnagiri, April 26.—Batches of safyagrahi volunteers kept on
moving about the villages in the district instructing the people to prepare
salt and showing them the way how it was done and giving the usual
advice, to boycott foreign cloth, wear khaddar, etc., whenever they could
get an audience.
Packets of contraband salt were sold or distributed at public meetings
in connection with the anti-Salt Law Campaign and this led the ignorant
i
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people to believe that breaking the Salt Law was no offence. Consequently they might be emboldened to commit breaches of other laws
as, well.
The people of Jaitapur have so far. remained aloof from the movement.
connection
Movement, the following is a summary of some of the
f-

-

Remarks
Attendance
Place
Date
(4)
(3)
(2)
(1)
18th April Shiroda (Police 350 Hindus (in- The usual advice to join the mcvement
was given.
cluding
150
Venstation
1930
school boys)
gurla)
20th April
1930

250 Hindus

Do.

•

The action of the Police was criticised
and an appeal made to enlist as
volunteers. Mukund Wasudev Shirsat said that he was going to break
the Salt Act the following day.

•

100 Hindus (in
eluding 10 Chri
stians)

Ramchandra Narayan Bhagwat asked
people to break Government laws
and himself prepared salt on a stove.
Sitaram Narhar Kolhatkar said that
before the British Rule, India was
wealthy, but now she was bankrupt.
Balchandra Vasudev Keluskar remarked that the increase in child
mortality was due to the sins of
Government.

21st April Shiroda (Yen
1930
gurla)

200 Hindus

Speeches were made urging disobedience of law and officials, and
joining in the fight.

22nd April Yengurla
1930

200 women

Women were asked to join the movement.

Do

Vengurla

22nd April Vengurla
1930

#

#

1,000 Hindus ex- The usual topics, to break the salt law,
cept 35 Chrisbe temperate, to boycott English
tians and 5
cloth and enlist as volunteers, were
Muslims
discussed.
*

14th April Achra
(Police 400 Hindus
1930
Station Malwan):
17th April Achra
(Police 525 Hindus
1930
Station Malwan)

All should break the oppressive laws
of Government and help the movement in every way possible.
•

Join the campaign, remove untouchability and unite for the campaign
and boycott foreign cloth and liquor.

•

17th April Revandi (Police 400 Hindus
1930
Station Malwan)

Necessity of unity for the present fight
emphasised, poverty and starvation
due to foreign domination.

17th April
1930

Khare said that people should be
ready to break every oppressive law
and should win the Police to their
side. Sahasrabudhye advocated boycott of Police and non-payment of
taxes and asked the people to join
the movement.

Revandi (Police
Station Malwan)

?

\

19th April
1930

Do.

•

•

2,500 Hindus

•

•

Boycott of Police discussed, Police to
be boycotted if prisoners were not
allowed to be taken in procession.
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Date

Place

>

(2)

Remarks

Attendance

(4)

(3)

20th April Revandi (Police 3,500 Men and It was said that the arrest of leaders
showed the Satanic mood of the
1930
Station Malwan)
women
Government, to eradicate which the
Salt Act should be broken.
23rd April
1930

i

Do.

• 4,000 men
women

and Audience were asked to help the
satyagrahis in every way possible.
The Police and Magistrate were requested to do the duty in conformity with the law and rules. Advice
to use khadi and boycott foreign
cloth was given.

1,000 men
women

and A mere preparation of salt will not
mean independence, the salt Tax
must be repealed. The usual advice
to boycott foreign cloth, etc., was
also given.

•

25th April
1930

Do.

•

•

^•^^^H

f

*.

* •

•

20th April
1930

.

225 Hindus

.

R^japur

•

•

The agitation needed sympathy, men
and money. This was the most opportune time to regain the independence lost 150 years ago. Ghanekar
said that the British had dragged
themselves into enmity and people
should now fight with them as
ordered by Gandhi.
•

>
•

•

17th April Ratnagiri
1930

•

•

•

•

21st April Ratnagiri
1930

•

*

•

1,610 Hindus (in People were advised to prepare themselves for mass civil disobedience.
eluding 50 Muslims)
The usual advice to boycott foreign
cloth, etc., was also given.
1,265 Hindus (in- A resolution to boycott the Police was
cluding 50 Muspassed.
lims)
.

** -

23rd April
1930

Do

1,200 Hindus ex- Dev said that in India laws had lost
cept 50 Muslims
their majesty and that even in
Gujarat women sang that the rigorous Government should be done
away with. "Where is the severity
in British laws then? Do not be
cowed in the presence of guns. If
you stand against them bravely the
guns would drop from the hands of
| the Police and they too will join in
the campaign," etc.
Patwardhan said that this was the last
fight and people should cut off food
and water of the enemy, so that they
will kneel down for food.

*

.•

751* Organisation.
(1) Poona, April 26.—A women's council under the designat
Mandal has been
morning singing national songs
—Rs. 500 were - collected at meetings during the
hana
week.
Rs. 59 were collected during the week.
(3)
r *

t

(> 16

(4) West Khandesh, April 26.—Rs. 148 were collected in the district
during the week.
(5) Nasik, April 26.—During the week Rs. 2*475 were collected jn
different parts of the district.
(6) Satara, April. 26.—Funds collected amounts to Rs. 5,000 approximately.
(7) Ratnagiri, April 26.—In. all Rs. 511-6-0 have been collected-during
the week in the district in aid of the satyagraha movement.
756. Boycott of the Government Servants.
(1) Thana, April 26.—Partial boycott of the Police still continued. A
Parsee has opened a provision shop for the police and through his
influence many villagers between Thana and Belapur no longer take
part in demonstrations.
(2) Ratnagiri, April 26.—From the situation at Ratnagiri, Malwan,
Vengurla and Shiroda it is found that the satyagrahis have gained the
full sympathy of the public and shopkeepers who are collecting funds, to
feed them. The shopkeepers of Ratnagiri, Vengurla and Shiroda
are staunchly supporting the movement by boycotting the Police
and Salt Department.
The District Superintendent of Police has made arrangements to open
a shop at the Headquarters through their credit co-operative society to
supply the needs of their men.
At a merchants' meeting at Ratnagiri on 21st April 1930 in Miya
Hakim's house a resolution was passed to boycott the Police
i

757.

Hartals.

(1) West Khandesh, April 26.—The weekly bazaar at Chimthana in
Sindkheda taluka was closed on April 20, as a protest against the conviction of Jawaharlal Nehru. On the same day and for the same purpose
some shops were closed at Sindkheda but the Muhammadans did not
take part.
758. Temperance Campaign.
(1) West Khandesh, April 26.—Picketing of liquor and toddy shops
continues in Dhulia and is being conducted peacefully. Liquor shops
in Shirpur were picketed from April 19th to 22nd.
(2) Poona, April 26.—It is reported that a liquor shop at Fursungi is
being picketed by one Chunilal Chatterji from April 20th with the help
e
of one or two neighbours and that the picketing so far has t> ^n peaceful.
(3) Sholapur, April 26.—There have, so far, been no attempts to
picket liquor shops though at one meeting attempts were made to gpt
women to do it. Two women Mrs. Kelkar and Miss Rajwade, daughter
of R. S. Rajwade, spoke at the meeting.
>
761. Municipalities.
West Khandesh April 26.—The Nandurbar Municipality decided at
a meeting held on April 21, to close their office, hospital and schools
for one day as a protest against the conviction of Jawaharlal Nehru

•

617
*

and pa&ed a resolution condemning the action of Government. Accordingly the office, hospital and schools were closed on April 23.
762. National Flag.
Sholavur, April 26.-^-During the week processions of the National
city, but they did not
Flag were taken out every morning
have very much of a following. On April 22, P. S. Rathi sold salt
packets during one of the processions.
763. Anti-Civil Disobedience Movement.
Satara, April 26.—Only at one place in the district there was a
public meeting to dissociate themselves from the present Civil Disobedience Camnaina anH to vorce. lovaltv to the. British Government.
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(I) Thana, May —The arrest of the principal leaders has had a
the
deterrent effect and though villages in new areas are being
others seem to be losing interest. There was comparatively little activity
in Kalyan and Thana towns. Owing to the report that Gandhi had
works
and cartmen now
refuse to remove salt from the works and the salt traffic from Bhayandar
is now at a stand still. There was a big salt making demonstration at
Mahim on 27th April 1930 when 5,000 people took part in it.
N. D. Devadekar of Arnala is the leader of the movement here now.
19 meetings were held during the week in connection with the Civil
Disobedience Movement. T h e lollop zing is a summary of the important
'

•*

*

ones :—

»

Date
• ' (1)

•

. Attendance

(2)

(3)

Remarks
(4)

The people were exhorted to break
, the Salt Laws. .
.. 2,000
Speeches vveie made to congratulate
Kalyan . .
Bhopatkar on his conviction and to
exhort the audience to help the
movement in whatever way they
could and not be afraid of jail.
The audience exhorted to non-co250
Shahapur
30th April
operate with Government Courts and
1930
to use swadeshi goods.
The audience were asked to help the
. . 3,000
Badlapur
Do.
Civil Disobedience Movement.
At the other meetings the usual t<topics were discussed.

27th April
. 1930
28th April
1930
\

Place

Mahim

..

..

5,000

•

a

*

*

•

*

*

•
•

*

*

*

i

,

-

•

i

*

•

m
(2) Bombay Suburban District, May 5.—Processions as usual took
place daily. In addition to the so-called manufacture of salt every
volunteer in the chhawanis has been ordered to prepare. 60 yards of yarn
per clay. This has begun. Several people have visited Ville .Parle
Chhawani one Kamdar, Solicitor, from Bombay, with his wife, Mrs. Janaki*
bai wife of Jamnalal Bajaj and Dr. Telang from Ahmadabad. The
new chhawani has not yet been opened at Deonar. It was .also reported
that they want to open one at Bhandup as well in the National School
The volunteers in the Ghatkopar Chhawani were fed by the Gujeratis of
Ghatkopar. Shankarrao Deo was engaged all the week looking after all
these chhawanis. His latest idea was to raid the Bhayandar salt pans with
50 volunteers. On April 28 some volunteers from Bhayandar came to
Ville Parle Chhawani and requested the volunteers there should go with
them and raid these Bhayandar salt pans. S. S. Naik, however who was
in the Chhawani refused to let any go, as he suspected there might be a
catch in it. Naiik has incidentally left for Malwan in Ratnagiri and is
not expected to return before the end of May. Deo has been, having
his newspaper Maharashtra Satyagmha Patrika taken off on a cyclostyle
since the re-enactment of the Press Act. It is sold at a pice a copy.
79 volunteers came to Ville Parle Chhawani during the week* from
Nampur (Nasik district) 25, (include 4 women), Daman Road 7,
Nasik 11. Ghansoli 20 and Bombay 16. 127 left the Chhawani mostly foi
Thana, Kolaba and Ratnagiri districts*
During this past week volunteers came from Bombay and took natural
salt back with them almost daily. On May 2, 16 of them entered the
Jaina Salt pans at Nahu and began to take salt when they were arrested
and sent up by the Salt Department. The case was withdrawn.
Small meetings were held at Ville Parle, 4 at Versowa, 3 at Malad,
1 at Malavni, 2 at Mulund, 2 at Ghatkopar, 1 at Chembur, 1 at Bandra
at
and 1
Kurla.
The speeches were on the breaking of the Salt Law, boycott of
1
British goods, etc. At Bandra the speakers asked the people to boycott
the City Magistrate and the Poilce Officers as this was the best way to
bring Government servants to their senses.
(3) Ahmednagar, April 19—On April 11, the first batch of volunteers
from this district, ("A" batch under Krishnaji Narhar Chaudhari), camped
at Ramangaon where a meeting about 75 was held.
The same batch came to Voghondi in Pamer taluka, on April 12,
where a meeting of 150 persons was held.
On April 13, they came Chambhurdi and Pimpalgaon Pisa in
Shrigonda taluka, and held a meeting of about 250 persons.
On April 16, they came to Kolgaon in Shrigonda taluka, where a
meeting was held, attended by 250 persons, at which Rs. 11 were presented.
On April 16, they proceeded to Bolvandi and thence entrained for Dhond.
The third batch ("C") of volunteers under Purshottam Hari Patwardhan
left Nagar on April 14, for Vambori via Shendi and Pimpalgaon Malvi.
_

f

#

•<

I

i Ramibai Kamdar, a great Desh Sevika activist in Bombay and an associate of
Gandbiji.
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On April 15, they came to Jeur, where a meeting attended by 200
persons was held, but showed no enthusiasm.
The "C" batch then proceeded to Vambori, on April 16 where a
meeting of about 200 was held, with Premraj Mukuhdas Mutha in the
chair.
The same batth then went via Khadamba and Sada to Rahurii, on
April 17, where Patwardhan addressed a meeting of 100.
On April 18, the batch went to Taklimiya, where Patwardhan gave a
lecture and then returned to Rahuri, where another meeting of 300,
including 10 women, was addressed by Patwardhan.
On April 19, the batch of 22 volunteers from Sangamner were given a
send off by 500 ; their goal is Ville Paifle. A flag procession 50—60
from Belapur to the station dressed in Khaddar was formed.
The Sub-Inspectors, generally speaking, report that the lectures, etc.,
are having little or only temporary effect on the audience, and that funds
and volunteers are not forthcoming.
(4) Ahmednagar, April 19—A meeting at Sangamner, attended by
1,000 persons, Ramkrishnadas Buwa, and Lalji Pendse were the speakers.
Date

O)
11th April
1930.
Do.

Place
(2)
Ahmednagar
Sangamner

15th April Ahmednagar
1930

21st April Shrigonda
1930

•

Meetings during the week
Remarks
Attendance
(4)
(3)
To intimidate the municipality into
3,000
passing the proposal to fly the National Flag on the municipal building.
Shankar Govind Paregaonkar tried
100
to win over the Muhammadans., by
saying that Government were trying to throw dust in their eyes by
saying that the movement was started by Hindus only.
3,000 (including One Naraindas Haridas Gujaralhi said
that he would go as a volunteer,
100 women)
Firodia, pleader, would lead the
batch. Firodia did not accept the
challenge, G. K. Chitale advocated the enlistment of older people
who had finished their education
and had nothing to do.
500-600
P. M. Mutha blamed Government for
the quarrel between touchables and
untouchables at Nasik. There was
Gandhi Raj, and not British Raj,
in Gujarat. The days of Government were numbered. Leave Government service and join the movement.
•

«

At other meetings, speeches on boycotting of foreign goods, picketing
of liquor shops and using khaddar were made.
(5) Ahmednagar, April 26.—17 meetings were held during the week
including the following:
Date

Place
(2)
0)
19th April Ahmednagar
1930

Attendance
Remarks
(3)
(4)
3,000 (200 women) Venkatesh Shridhar Chinchcrkar editor of the Dtshbandhu, said that
picketing of liquor shops and doing
away with date palms
would
be
x
their next move.
>
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Date

a)

Attendance

Place

(3)

(2)

Remarks
!

,

(4)
f

I

300

Tukaram Balvant Lokhande said that
villagers should first be awakened
by giving them good advice and
then they would be ready not to
pay revenue taxes.

19th April
1930

Belapur

22nd April
1930

Ahmednagar

3,000(100 women) T. A. Deochakke said that the amount
of salt extracted was unimportant,
the principle was to accustom people
to break the law.

23rd April
1930

Do.

4,000 (300 women) Ramchandra Balwant Hire said quoting Macaulay (?) "Every effort was,
made lawful or unlawful, to get the
utmost out of the wretched peasantry, by torture if they did not yield
atonce. The Railways enrich the
ruling Nation and th6y gave her a
firmer military grip. The relation
between the Bengalees and the English was like that of the sheep and
wolves," He also said Nations have
prepared themselves to such an extent that London could be reduced
to atoms in one hour. Preparations of such a nature ha\e been,
made by Russia. Other nations are
also preparing similarly and even
Asia. What is the preparation for ?
It is for the riches of India.

i

24th April
1930

Ahmednagar .. 4,000 (250 women) Premraj Mukundas Muth-a said that
1,200 convicts in Sabarmuti Jail were
fasting as the food was not up tostandard.

25th April
1930

Mehakari

26th April
1930

Ahmednagar .

65

R. B. Hire said that the Rs. 750 due
Government for water tax should
not be paid.

7,000 (1,000 wo- OneYemunabai Laxman advocated the
picketing of liquor shops as being
men)
work for which women were specially fitted. In the course of her
speech she referred to the English as
monkeys, the large audience is attributed to interest in the speeches of
Farid Tyebji and Yemunabai, which
attracted some Muhammadans and
more women.

peeche
salt Act. Boycotting of
(6) Ahmednagar, May —The prosecution and conviction of Swarm
the
Sahajanand and Jasraj Premraj Marwadi
May 1, appear to have had a good effect,
ops has been going on in Ahmednagar Ci and
Camp, except for an incident or two in the beginning, it has been nonviolent and not illegal. The picketers are being kept under control by
the leaders and volunteers.
Breaches of the Salt Act have been mostly confined to sales of small
quantities of alleged contraband salt, which have been ignored.
•

621
Swami Sahajanand Guru Bharati, Sadhu of Narpur, Taluka Kopargaon,
who manufactured salt at Puntamba on April 25, was prosecuted when
he presided at a repetition of the demonstration at Rahalta on May 1,
and he and Jasraj who actually carried out the demonstration were
sentenced to 7 months' simple imprisonment each.
Flag processions are being held at various places, but do not seem
to arouse much enthusiasm.
The leaders in 'the district, in connection with the Civil Disobedience
Movement are Rao Bahadur Ganesh Chitale, Kundanmal Sobhachand
Firodia, pleaders of Ahmednagar, and Premraj Mukundas Mutha,
merchant
Meetings in Ahmednagar always atjtract large audiences; but the
hoisting of the National Flag on the Municipal Office aroused very little
enthusiasm and the response in the way of volunteers and funds has been
meagre. The movement does not seem to be really making much headway, Muhammadans and other non-Hindu communities are keeping aloof
from the movement.
(7) Ahmednagar, May 3.—3 meetings were held during the week as
under: —
I

Date
Place
(1)
(2)
27th April Ahmednagar
1930
:•

..

Attendance
(3)
..

*

2nd May
1930

Do.

..

..

21st April
1930

Kolhar

..

..

Remarks
(A)
Yamunabai, wife of Laxman Ghodekar of Bombay, advocated the boycott of tea as it was picked by
Indian coolies on the plantations in
cruel circumstances. She also spoke
on the non-payment of taxes.
Uttamchand Ramchand Bhagawat
pleader of Ahmednagar, exhorted
the audience to break the law, and
has thus laid himself open to action
under the Pleaders' Act.
Purushottam Hari Patwardhan advised the audience not to pay land
assessment, and said Government is
not our father but a butcher.

c

(8) East Khandesh, May 3.—N. G. vSane, a locol practitioner. His
speeches were very violent for a time but when the shorthand reporter
was sent down to record them, he toned down immediately and during
1
the last week has made no speeches. P. S. Sane of Amalner is a very
fluent speaker and his speeches have some influence. Ziprubuwa alias
S. S. Chitnis has been touring the district since the start of this movement
and has generally had good audience. Prabhakar Vithal Gokhale of Nasik,
has toured this district before and is better known than the last person.
His influence is mostly down in Shendurni and Chalisgaon talukas.
Shripad Hari Kulkarni has been successful in securing volunteers in this
2
district. Suka Bhau Nagu Rane (sometimes known as Chaudhari) of
Asoda village, Jalgaon taluka, has taken over the mantle of N. M. Gokhale
at Pimprala and done some touring. He has some influence in Jalgaon
and Bhusaval talukas.
• Pandurang Sadashiv Sane.
2
His name was Sukabhau Chaudhari. He became Gandhiji's associate and then
settled at Wardha.
i
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The public turn up to listen to the lecturers but do not show much
desire to follow them. The agitators who are touring the district keep
the lectures going otherwise there would be few, if any meetings held at
the smaller villages by local men.
The movement has not got the support of any other community except
the Hindus, and among them chiefly Brahmins, Banias, Marwadis,
Marathas and a few Kunbis are the interested castes.
Several meetings were held during the week including the following : —
Date

Place

Attendance

0)

(2)

(3)

Jalgaon

1,000

28th April
1930

Remarks
(4)
•

•

•

•

70 Women

Do.

30th April
1930

••

P. S. Sane, the chief speaker advocated
the picketing of liquor shops and
foreign cloth.
P. S. Sane urged them to send their
sons and husbands to dc the picketing themselves.
Speeches were on the usual subject
About 25 boys showed their
willingness to join the satyagrahis.
Dattatraya B. Kulkarni advised the
Police Patels and Government servants to resign.
The audience were asked if they were
willing to break the Salt Act. After
the meeting khadi worth Rs. 22
was sold.
N. G. Sane said that the Police were
harassing them and they should not
report anything to the police.
P. G. Joshi advocated a no-tax campaign on the same lines as at Bardoli.
P. S. Sane delivered a lecture.
O. L. Bawaskar passed a resolution to
congratulate V. N. Patel of Dhulia
and 3 leaders from Chopda on their
arrest and to observe hartal the next
day.
*

28th April
1930

Do.

28th April
1930

Kondan

•.

•
•

•

•

•

•

..
4

500

Bodwad

27th April
1930

*

*

•

i

28th April
1930

Shendurni

27th April
1930

Dharangaon Police Station

Do.
2nd May
1930

Chopda
Chahardi

..

350
700

5,000
500

•

•

At other meetings held in the district the topic was of the usual kind,
vi I., boycotting of foreign cloth, Government servants, and picketing of
iquor shops, etc. At some of these meetings a few Muhammadans took

part.
(9) West Khandesh, May 1.—A largely attended meeting was convened near the Indrabhuvan Cinema at Dhulia on the night of April 4,
presided over by Captain Vishwasrao. Captain Vishwasrao Nariasaheb
Deore, S. V. Thakar, Anant Shridhar Kshire, Mangilal Ramanand
the
Marwadi openly advocating the breach Of the Salt Law.
speeches were over contraband salt which was brought from Versova was
openly sold in the meeting by the above mentioned 4 speakers and
Kalyanji Bhatia and Pandit
Girdhar Bhambre Shimpi. Contraband
salt packets were auctioned at prices ranging from 3 pies to Rs. 51. The
attendance at the meeting was more than 5.000. and some rowdvism was
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exhibited by the mob, and Police Officers present were jieered at and
stoned. The Deputy Superintendent of Police and the Home Inspector
each had a stone pelted at him and the City Sub-Inspector had about
25 stones thrown at him. The armed party which was kept in the background in charge of the Headquarters Sub-Inspector as a reserve was
also jeered at and stoned. Two constables received slight injuries.
Immediately afterwards there was a conference of Police Officers and
it was decided to arrest the six persons mentioned above and proceed
against them under Section 47 Salt Act and Section 117, I. P. C.
(10) West Khandesh, May 3.—Witnesses against the Salt Law breakers
have been severely boycotted, harassed and intimidated, most of all
Mr. A. D. Naik. On 30th April 1930 his photograph garlanded with a
wreath of leather washers ( A. D. Naik is a motor lorry owner ) was taken
in a motor-bus through the city and was at intervals struck with a shoe
accompanied with cries of Gandhiji ki jai.,Then on the evening of 1st
May 1930 after the arrest of N. K. Vaidya he was surrounded by a mob
and was rescued by some Muhammadans.
The Civil Disobedience Campaign has advanced a stage further from
agitation to action. Excitement has been running high and open hostility
exhibited towards the Police owing to the arrest of Narayan Krishna
Vaidya of Bhusaval and Salt Law breakers. Hooliganism is on the
pecially
Jeering at Government
been
"Down with the British Government" is a common cry.
22 meetings were held in the. district ducing the week, in which the
usual advice was given. The following are of importance : —
^ H

Date

Place

Attendance

0)

(2)

(3)

(4)

2nd Mav Kapadna , Taluka
1930 "
Dhulia

1,500

Anti-liquor propaganda, British rule
to be abolished; Patils should resign; boycott of Government servants; enlistment of volunteers.

30th April Sakri
1930

500

This was held in order to show sympathy to the persons convicted at
Dhulia; Government policy was
condemned, boycott of liquor and
foreign cloth was urged. Some
foreign caps were burnt.

•

1

Remarks

v

^

(11) Nasik, May 3.—During the week under report the Civil Disobedience Movement in this district does not appear to have progressed to
any great extent, there have been a certain number of meeting, a few
volunteers have left to join the movement, some so-called contraband
salt has been sold, generally two boys and some fund have been collected.
Govind Hari Deshpande of Nasik and Gangaram Banduji Bhutekar
now of Nasik appear to be two of the leading lights of the movement
_
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Correct name Kapadane.
•

624
at Nasik and in the district at Yeola, Pandurang Shridhar Apte, local
National School Head Master, seems to be taking a leading part.
In the Baglan taluka at Nampur, at Nandgaon taluka headquarters
and at Yeola the most interest appears to be taken iin the movement^ but
support by other communities is practically nil.
•

The following meetings were held during the week :
Remarks

Place

Attendance

(2)

(3)

26th April
1930

Igatpuri

600

26th April
1930

Lasalgaon under
Niphad Taluka

300

This meeting was to show sympathy
to Parashram Rathi Mesri, a Marwadi of Sholapur, who had been
convicted in the present Civil Disobedience Movement.

27th April
1930

Pimpalgaon Baswant,
Under
Niphad Taluka

150

H. G. Deshpande and others spoke on
the Salt Act and asked for assistance
in men and money. H. T. Gadrc sold
salt packets to the school children
and 3 local pleaders Wagh, Kothurkar and Takle contributed to the
Congress fund.

2,000

Speeches were made lo congratulate
Ketkar and others who had been
sent to jail.

Date

0)

25th April
1930

Nasik

30th April
1930

Do.

100

(4)
This meeting was got up by the party
of .9 Swayamsevak satyagrahis who
left Nasik on April 24", on'foot for
Ville-Parle. K. T. Jagtap addressing the meeting asked his hearers
to break the Salt Act, not to fear
Government but to take part in the
movement. D. Y. Pin gale followed
and said that they must enjoy freedom like America, Japan and Itlay,
and they must pray that the British
be blasted soon. G. H. Deshpandc
and Bhutekar addressed in the same
strain, but the effect on the audience
was not of much account. ,

A batch of volunteers porcecding
to Pen was congratulate.

(12) Poona, May 3.—At a meeting of the Bar Association held on
30th April it was decided to request the Government to repeal that Salt
Act and appoint a committee to enquire into the alleged violence of the
Police at various places on satyagrahis.
1

V. R. Shinde with other agitators of the district is reported to be
making an extensive tour in the western sub-division and preparing
people to break the Forest Laws. He sold contraband salt at several
places in the district.
. • •
Ladies, mostly of the Brahmin class, held two meetings in Poona
during the week in which thev decided to support the Civil Disobedience
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Movement and use swadeshi articles in their houses. One Godutai
Moroba Dada's Wada
Phadke sold
$n 28th April 1930 and collected about Rs. 20. Some 20 women are
but
ing for a bigger number.

Disob
dience Movement. The following are of importance
Date

Place

Attendance

0)

' (2)

(3)

Remarks
(4)

28th April Shivaji Mandir
1930

2,000

H. R. Gunjal, younger brother of N.
R. Gunjal M. L. C , remarked that
the party proceeding to break the
Salt Law was pious and religious.
The party consists of 17 bhajanwallas
from Alandi, almost all non-Brahmins and Laxman Buwa is the leader.
The party intends going on foot to
Mahim to work under Professor
Dandekar.

28th April Ravi war Peth
1930

400

Haribhau Vaghire alter referring to
heavy taxes on salt, said that the
next move would be the breaking
of the Forest Laws. Kanaskar
criticised the Government officers
and called them traitors of the
country. G. N. Kanitkar speaking
about the Police and Military
said that they would open fire once
or twice but then they would realise
their real positior. The master key
lay in turning over to their side
those persons on whose strength the
British were ruling on them. There
must be fraternisation,

29th April Shivaji Mandir
1930

1,500

H. V. Tulpule said that Government
should remember that the arrest of
leaders would not deter the movement . He also said that no one
should be afraid of jail as India
itself was a jail, and asked Brahmins and non-Brahmins to unite
and work together. Agashe attributed the poor condition of the
farmer-class to the tyrannical laws
of Government. Popatlal Shah explained his tour in the district and
pointed out how eager the faimers
were to break the law. Kanitkar
said that those wishing to break
the salt law should either repair to
the coast or manufacture on the spot.
He further said that some should
try and create an awakening among
the Police and the Military. Shinde
in the course of his speech said that
they should keep 1,000 wrestlers in
readiness to resist the Police if they
intervened while salt was manufactured. He spoke further in irresponsible fashion.

W

i

•
*
-

A-115—40-A.
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1

Date

Place

Attendance

Remarks

(3)

(4)

(2)
0)
JOth April Shivaji Mandir .
1930

3,000

•

•

•
*

1st May Shanwar Wada ..
1930

2nd May Dexan
1930
kbana.

Gym-

500

J'JU

3rd May SliivajiMandir .
1930

7u

3rd May Ravivar Peth
1930

350

•

•

S. D. Deo discussed the policy cf
Government and said that they
would rob the godowns of salt if
G a n d h i gave permission.
V. R. Shinde suggested that attention
should be concentrated or the
farmer class. The farmers should
be given lessons on non-viclence
by non-Brahmin youths. He finally
declared that the next move would
be breaking the Forest Laws and
non-payment of taxes. N. C. Kelkar
, described the revival of the Press
Act as action similar to poisoning
wells in time of War, which was
forbidden by the League of Nations.
All speakers condemned the Government for convicting Kanitkar and
said that all unjust laws should
be broken. D. R. Gupte said that
the Police and Military must understand that this rule was tyrannical
and when they joined this movement then swaraj would be got in
no time.
Haiibhau Vaghire said that their next
move would be breaking of the
Forest 'Laws. C. G. Abhyankar
criticised Government C. I. D. officers for serving the Government for
their living.
Tulpule described the work done by
Deogirikar,
D.
V.
Gokhale
and
Dr.
1
Sawarkar in the Koiikan in connection with the Salt Law. B. B. Fule
said that he would like to start
satyagraha i n connection with
arms and stated that he would be
the first man to use the sword if the
Congress so ordered.
V. G. Kulkarni condemned the policy
of the Government. Vaghire said
that the Police and the Military
belonged to the Government, that
the Police was a scorpion seated
on the sacred head of God Mahadeo,
that either Lathi or some sort of
incantations as suggested by Gandhi
should be used to remove the scorpion.

21 meetings were held in the district, the subject discussed being the
Civil Disobedience Movement. Speeches were made by district leaders,
who asked the villagers to break the Salt and Forest Laws, not to pay
land revenue, to boycott foreign cloth and give up liquor, etc., and
requested for men and money.
Of the meetings, those at Narayangaon and Khed were very well
attended, the audience being 5,000 and 10,000 respectively. The large
attendance at the latter place was due to the annual fair of Bhopalebuva.
1

Dr. N. D. Sawarkar, Veer Sawarkar's younger brother.

A-115—40-B.
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The following is a summary of the more important meetings in the
talukas :
-

Date

Place

0)

(2)

26th April

28th April

•

•

..

1

* .

Remarks

Attendance

(4)
(3)
5,000 The speakers explained the importance of
breaking the salt laws and requested for
men and money. They also said that the
reserve forest should be kept open to far*
mers and that the annevan should not be
fixed by Government official but by the
farmers.

Niravangaon
Junnar
TaJuka

10,000 V. R. Shinde in the course of his speech said
that none should be- afraid of the Police
or other Revenue officers if they visit
the villages, and they should not offer
provisions, etc. The King was - calling
them to attend the Round Table Conference
but they would go there not to attend
but to put strings into the nose of
King. Other speakers spoke on the usual
topics.

Khed .

i

3rd May

•

•

Chakan

•

300 V. R. Shinde spoke against the Police and
Revenue officer and asked the villagers
to break the salt law. etc.

*

At other meetings the usual advice was reiterated and some salt was
sold.
(13) Satara. May 3.—The movement is gradually spreading. It is
intended to utilise women for picketing liquor shops although nothing
tangible has yet materialised in this direction. Non-Brahmin youths are
being weaned to suport the movement and this is evidenced by the fact
that all the 10 volunteers who were enrolled at Karad are non-Brahmins.
The Muhammadan community has so far remained aloof and there
are no signs of any change in the attitude in the near future.
A batch of 32 volunteers was despatched from Satara. 10 of these
are reported to have gone to Guhagar, and the rest to Ratnagiri
In all there were 30 meetings in the district in connection with the
Disobedience Movement
topics were discussed,
breach of Salt Law, khaddar, enlistment of
viz., civil disobed
foreign
volunteers, funds,
etc. The following are. of
importance :
Place

Date

Speakers

*

•

«

* *

(3)'

(2)

0)
25th April ..
27th April ..
1st May 1930

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

4

1

Karad

•

Wai
Satara

4 k

•

L. B. Joshi and
G. A. Marulkar.
N. D. Khadilkar.
L. B. Joshi

*

At the first-mentioned meeting, Laxman Balaram Joshi, a teacher in
e Pradnyapath Shala, Wai, in the course of his speech compared the
1

Tarkt^erth Laxmin Sh^stri Joshi, a freedom fighbr, a great Royist and an emnien
scholar on Hinduism and culture.
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British Government to a dead body which he sa/id should be buried in
salt prepared by breaking the Salt Law and according to the Hindu
customs should be burnt by the wood obtained from the forests by
breaking the Forest Laws. At the same meeting the president, Ganesh
Appaji Marulkar, a pleader of Karad, called upon all Government
servants to resign their appointments and that a friend of his was prepared to give them a monthly allowance of Rs. 10 each for life if they
did so.
At the second meeting Narayan Dattatraya Khadilkar of Sangli exhorted his audience to use violence against the police in self-defence,
and to break the Salt Laws in honour of those sent to jail.
At the Satara meeting L. B. Joshi compared the British rule to that
of Ravan (Devil), and exhorted his audience not to be afraid of the
Police, refuse payment of all taxes, break all laws and follow Gandhi.
Satara, May 8.—A public meeting was held on Krishna river ghat at
Karad on 2nd May 1930 evening. As none of the leaders came forward
to accept the chair, a volunteer named Anandrao Ramchandra Yadav
of Kale, taluka Karad, accepted it. Two volunteers named Nandilal
Chaturbhuj, teacher in Jain Boarding House at Sangli, and Balwant
Dattatraya Nikam of Kolhapur offered for sale packets of contraband
salt in defiance of the law. The Sub-Inspector of Police, Karad, and
the Sub-Divisional Inspector, Karad, who were present at the meeting
forthwith arrested these 2 persons and 2 persons to whom they sold the
salt, under section 39 of the Salt Act. The arrests were resented by
the mob collected at the meeting, and the motor-car in which the arrested
satyagrahis were being conveyed by the Police was surrounded and
followed by the mass as far as the Sub-Inspector's office.
The following day the town of Karad observed a complete hartal
and even the taxi services were suspended and the people thronged in
a surging mass around the Court of the Resident Magistrate, First Class,
Karad, where the 4 accused were challaned for trial. On receiving information of this, an armed party was immediately despatched to Karad
from Satara and the District Superintendent of Police, proceeded there
to gain a first-hand knowledge of the state of affairs. Although the
mob had committed some acts of rowdyism it was on the whole not
violent.
(14) Sholapur, May 3.—During the week there were 26 meetings held
in this district. Out of these, one was organised purely by women of
Sholapur. Most of the meetings were for the spread of Swadeshi goods
and boycotting foreign ones and the liquor shops. The movement of
manufacturing the contraband salt is not on an extensive scale, though
it was thought at the outset that it will be taken up vigorously in Sangola
taluka at Watambre village. The only feature worth reporting is the
organisation of the volunteers at Pandharpur, where a ceremony was
performed at the hands of Dr. K. B. Antrolikar who apened the National
Militia on 30th April 1930. The local leaders have taken care not to
sell packets of contraband salt personally but they are sold at the hands
of young boys, at Pandharpur and at Sholapur. There is a serious
attempt of the Congress leader to induce Muhammadans to join the

•
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Civil Disobedience Movement; but the leaders of the Muhammadan
community have so far refrained from co-operating with the agitators.
There were processions almost every day of the voluntetrs with the
National Flag at Sholapur and Pandharpur and Dr. Antrolikar's wife
has taken the lead at Sholapur and one Mrs. Jankibai Gore, a midwife
at Pandharpur, has taken a lead at Pandharpur. Picketing of liquor
shops is not seriously commenced by men or women. There is no talk
of picketing the shops dealing in foreign cloth as the merchants have
promised not to give any order for foreign cloth for the next three
months.
0'

i

Sadashiv Khando Altekar, pleader of Karad, district Satara, and
a Congress preacher, has been moving in this district and delivering
lectures at several places. He was the president of the meeting at
Pandharpur on 29th April 1930 and encouraged the volunteers to sell
the salt. There were 20 salt packets which were sold on this occasion
each for one pice. On 30th April 1930 attended a meeting where
it was settled that a National Flag should be hoisted on the Municipal
1
building. He had gone to Madha in company with Dr. Antrolikar and
addressed the meeting on 25th April 1930 and advised the people to
help Gandhi's movement of Civil Disobedience. He had visited Sangola
on 28th April 1930 and addressed the meeting to burn foreign clothes.
At each place he used to sell some tickets from four annas to five rupees
and succeeded in disposing them of on a small scale.
One Ganesh Pandurang Deshpande, resident of Jamkhed in Ahmednagar district, went to Karmala on 27th April 1930 and put up with
Dr. S. K. Kulkarni, a man of anti-British views and delivered lectures
at Karmala on 27th and 28th April 1930. He advised people to manufacture contraband salt and to help the movement of Gandhi by enlisting
men as volunteers. In his lecture on 28th April 1930 he advised people
to picket liquor shops. He impressed upon the Jains and Gujars that
they should abstain from tea drinking which according to his information was prepared in the blood of cow.
•

(15) Kolaba, May 3.—On the whole the movement is spreading or
rather being diffused throughout the district. Partly because of this
diffusion and partly because of the arrest and conviction of the important
leaders, the breaking of the Salt Law no longer seems to be the chief
object of the masses, as apart from the original salt volunteers.
While the volunteers continue the futile daily demonstrations of
preparing contraband salt by boiling sea-water, they and the people
generally, seize the opportunity to express resentment against Government and Government servants in daily speeches and in actions.
The movement in this district is obviously suffering from the removal
of the more intelligent leaders, for there now appears to be no definite
action
1

Antrolikar from Sholapur was an eminent freedom fighter during the
Civil
isobedience Movement and also the subsequent Quit Jndia Movement.
He
activated public opinion to rally behind Civil Disobedience to such an extent
that
Sholapur tov n rose like one m n against the intransigent bureaucracy. This gave rise to
a situation which culminated in to the Sholapur Martial Law,
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The people as a whole do not take part in preparing salt, presumably
because the method is uneconomical, but they prefer to attend meetings,
and take part in the boycott of and jeering at Government servants.
Panvel, Pen and Mahad continue to be the chief centres, particularly
the latter two places.
At Pen attendances at meetings were somewhat) less, but this was
probably on account of the absence of t)he leading speakers, for the town
as a wnole is for the movement.
At Panvel efforts were made by a batch of volunteers to keep the
movement iiourishing, but in the absence of leaders there was a poor
response, even the flying visits of Gadgil and Damle attracting audiences
of only a few hundreds.
Meetings at the various places in the district occur daily, and are too
numerous and individually unimportant
(16) Ratnagiri, May 3.—On 26th April 1930 about 200 men of Kelus
with some satyagrahis brought sea-water in pots and were advised by
R. D. Amalnerkar to take the water home and prepare salt. He also put
up a packet of salt for auction which was purchased by G. B. Prabhu
foi Rs. 1-4-0. A few boys gave IJheir foreign caps to be burnt.
15 sal^yagrahis went to Mithbav where tjhey have commenced to
prepare salt pan from 28th April 1930 and that} another batch of 14
satyagrahis went to Katl^a. taluka Malwan. A second batch of 11
satyagrahis went to Miijhbav on 30th Aprii 1930. On 23rd April 1930
Dr. Shantaram Ramchandra Amboskar distributed 75 to 100 packet^ of
contraband salt to people at* Kharepatan. No money was collected.
Ou; of 7 satyagrahis who had gone to Jaitapur, 2 went} to Nate village
for propaganda work but returned on the 26t\Ji April 1930 as they got
no support. Attempts were also made by tjhe satyagrahis to win over the
peolpe of Jaitapur, Nadban, Mithgavane and Kharvis (fishermen) of
Tulsanda to join the movement; but without success.
Hussein Modak and Narayan Ranade of Makhajan sent notes to other
neighbouring villages requesting them, (p send men for salt satyagraha.
Accordingly 200 men gathered on 30th April 1930 morning and took
out a procession to the creek tp bring water. 8 or 9 women from
Dharmapur village took part in it. The Police Patel of the village took
part in the procession.
Satyagrahis witfi some local persons brought sea water and commenced
preparing salt when the Sarkarkun (Head Clerk) Dabhol, attached it.
Out of the 10 saljyagrahis that had arrived 2 went to Ratnagiri, the rest
went Through the town and collected about 30—35 foreign caps which
were burnt
A procession was taken out to bring sea water on 24th April 1930
when Mahadeo Ganpatrao Shinde, physician, Ratnagiri, remarked that
wives of Policemen would now turn out to obstruct the women from
laking sea water. Now Government and the Police will be helpless when
women come out. He also told tjie merchants not to give anything to
the women and relations of Policemen.
•

i

*
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The Assistant Collector of Salt, Goa Frontier, reports that the
Portuguese Government have placed troops at Mikhol on their side of
the border with orders to arrest ail raiders, if they do not obey orders
to use force and if the police or troops are intimidated to open fire
30 maunds of salt collected by the satyagrahis and stored in the shop ot
one Padhe on the Portuguese side has been confiscated and a warrant
is oulj against Padhe. No further trouble is anticipated on the Frontier
EOW.
»

Of the 36 meetings held in the district during the week, the following
is a summary of those that are important:
- i

Date

Place

(1)

(2)

24th April
26th April
26th April
Do.

Shiroda
Do.
•

Vengurla
Malwan

•

Do.
Do.

29th April

..

26th April

..

Ratnagiri

27th April

.

Do. . .

30th April

.

Do. . .

26th April

.

Chiplun

(4)

250 Hindus Boycott of Police was advised.
T. R. Devgirikar advised boycott of
Do.
Government servants.
300
Boycott of foreign cloth was advocated.
700
The speakers asked for 200 men to protect
tjje salt pan that was being prepared
at DewoDlwada and also advised men
to take training as volunteers and boycott foreign cloth. ; •
800
A. W. Sahasrabudhe advised the millowners to sell Indian cloth at cheap
rates.
800
Speakers advised to continue the campaign
till the last and boycott foreign cloth.
325
Speakers advised women to encourage
men and children to participate in the
agitation.
2,500
Speeches were made to say that the Salt
Law had been broken. Some salt was
prepared.
220
Women were advised to start making salt
(women)
and use swadeshi goods.
300
Youths were advised to start the campaign
at Chiplun or join as volunteers
immediately.
•

.

28th April

Remarks

Attendance
(3)

•

•

792. Funds
May
May 2, Dhohdiba Kanitkar
of Bombay presented the Chhawani with Rs. 101 and expressed his desire
to joia.
. • (2) Ahmednagar, April 19.—Rs. 187 were collected during the week.
(3) Ahmednagar, April 26.—Rs. 15 were contributed during the week.
May —Rs. 2,783 were collected during the week.
(5) East Khandesh, May 3 Rs. 34 were collected during the: week.
(6) Satara, May 3.—About
000 have been collected during the
week. Of this amount Rs. 5*000 were collected . from the Sangli and
Aundh States.
795. Resignations.
West Khandesh, May 3— At -a meeting at Kapadna under Songir
May 1930 the Police of Dhamana, taluka Dhulia,
declared that he had decided to resign.
of Government Servants
796.
May
A moderate boycott of Government servants
exists.
-

»
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(2) Ratnagiri, May 3.—A rigid boycott even extending to drinking
water was immediately put in force at Shiroda on the arrival of the
District Magistrate and the Assistant Collector of Salt, Kanara Range.
In response to the District Magistrates wire for a force of 70 armed
police the District Superintendent of Police and the men arrived at
Shiroda. No demonstrations took place while the police marched through
the bazar but the boycott against all Government servants was as rigid
as possible. The Custom Establishment of the Shiroda Salt Works who
are mostly local men are at heart in sympathy with the movement; so
it was impossible to get any help from them as witnesses against the
local
Government
servants, the Police were not allowed to attend.
797. Hartals,
(1) West Khandesh, May 3.—There was a hartal in Dhulia on
t May 1930 due to the arrest of N. K. Vaidya but some shops
remained openobserved at Sakri and
the Salt Law breakers
(2) Nasik, May 3.—A complete hartal took place at Nandgaon on
26th April 1930 on account of Ratnaparkhe's conviction and some
50 foreign caps were collected and burnt.
(3) Poona, May 3.—Protest meetings were held on 29th April and
30th April in Shivaji Mandir regarding the conviction of L. B. Bhopatkar
and G. N. Kanitkar. On 29th April a partial hartal was observed. All
the municipal schools and offices were closed on 29th April. The
meetings of the City Municipality was also postponed on that day in
honour of the conviction of Bhopatkar. Handbills under the signatures
of N. C. Kelkar, H. V. Tulpule, G. N. Kanitkar and others were
distributed asking the public to observe peaceful hartal on 29th April.
%

r* «/

*•

*\

799. Swadeshi
(1) Bombay Suburban District, May 3.—A Swadeshi shop has been
opened in Ville Parle by one G. G. Bhosekar.
(2) Nasik, May 3.—On 30th April 1930 at Malegaon after a procession
was taken out by one Shivram Ramkrishna Kalwankar of Nasik, some
100 to 125 foreign caps were burnt; as only some 25 Gandhi caps were
supplied by Kalwankar to those whose caps were burnt, a dispute arose
and Kalwankar left the place.
(3) Ratnagiri, May 3.—The Malwan merchants have resolved not to
import foreign goods.
On 28th April 1930 some merchants and tailors had gathered in the
godown of Kavdekar. The merchants asked the tailors not to sew clothes
of foreign cJoth and if anvbodv forced them thev should demand H times
more charges. But the tailors refused to do so.
It was settled that the present foreign cloth in the shops should be
sold but no more should be ordered for one vear.
*
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801. Temperance Campaign.
(i) East Khandesh, May J.—On April 27th and 28th, D. V. Brahma,
R. B. Ektare and D. V. Mhaskar were supervising the picketing oi
liquor shops at Anialner.
On May 2, 14 persons picketed the local liquor shop at Badri.
Deoji Kanji Bhatya, secretary of the local Congress Committee and
six other volunteers started picketing liquor shops at Pachora on April 29th.
Shripad Hari Kulkarni with some 8 or 10 school boys picketed the
local liquor shop at Bhadgaon on April 26th.
Liquor shop picketing during the week was started at all the big
villages and taluka towns. At Parola any one found drinking or purchasing liquor is fined by the Balaji Temple Panch^ on the first occasion
Rs. 25 and increasingly. This money is being used for the defence of
the accused in the Parola riot case which is now under trial before the
Sessions Judge. If the fine is not paid then the person is outcasted.
This question has been taken up very strongly all over the district and
sales have gone down at every shop.
(2) West Khandesh, May 3.—Picketing of liquor shops continues at
Dhulia and has been started at the following places : Ner and Kusumba,
Dhulia taluka, Dondaicha and Sindkheda and Pimpalner.
(3) Kolaba, May 3.—Picketing of liquor shops continues at Mahad
and energetic measures have been taken to enforce the boycott of
Government servants.
802. Hoisting of National Flag.
Sholapur, May 3.—There was some agitation of hoisting the National
Flag on the building of the Municipality at Barsi and this was done at
the hands of Laxman Gangadhar Mulge of Barsi. This agination was
seriously taken up by Dr. Bankatprasad Narayanprasad Pande who is
another anti-drink British agitator of Barsi. A similar movement is
gomg on at Pandharpur where the Swarajists put some pressure on the
Municipal Councillors to allow them to hoist the National Flag on the
municipal building as is done at Sholapur and Barsi.
806. Press Act Ordinance.
(1) Poona, May 5.—Meetings condemning the Press Ordinance were
held in Shivaji Mandir, Poona, on 30th April and at Indapur on 1st May.
A private meeting of the Press owners numbering about 25 was held
in Arya Bhushan Press on the evening of the 30th April 1930 when it was
decided to act according to the decision of a meeting of the Press
Association that is shortly to be held at Allahabad.
(2) Sholapur, May 5.—Regarding the Ordinance of His Excellency
the Viceroy about the Press Act, Shere was a meeting in Sholapur city
on 30th April 1930 and in the limits of Sadar Bazar Police Station on
1st May 1930. Action of Government was condemned and speakers
advised the audience to distribute letters and handbills by secret printing.
*

*

1

SHOLAPUR MARTIAL LAW
Mob violence in Sholapur led to military occupation of the town and
declaration of Martial Law. Gandhiji's arrest during the night of
r *

634

4/5 May 1930 evoked country-wWe hostility. While Gandhiji's imprisonment wcu the immediate cause of public fury, the other factors which
contributed to the mass fury at Sholapw included the Government atrocities
at Peshawar, communal tensions in Sholapur and unimaginative measures
by the Collector" and D. S. P. of Sholapur. Any how this happened to be
a very tragic event to which there was no parallel in Peninsular India.
For a correct assessment of the happenings at Sholapur the
extracts from an auhoritative book are quoted here.

following

" This is one of the most tragic episodes in the history of freedom
struggle, tragic not merely because it took a big toll of human life, but
also because it displayed the reign of terror, armoured cars and armed
police shooting at random. Sholapur became like a city of the dead
overtaken by a pestilence. As a matter of fact, the city has had a long
tradation of ardent parriotic fervour. Its participation in the Non-Cooperation Movement and the current civil disobedience was quite
exemplary. It had a consummate civil disobedience organisation built up
by Dr. Antrolikar, Parashram Rathi, Ramkrishna Jaju,
Mdlappa
Dhanashetti, Jagannath Shinde, Shrikisan Sarada, Kuruban Hussain,
Nagopant Chitale and K. R. Sumant. But the news of the incarceration
of Gandhiji aroused the mass mind....There were massive hartals and
mammoth processions on 6th and 7th May 1930. The minor communal
aisturbancd was contained by Congtess workers. Meanwhile a few
youngsters and millhands cut the toddy trees near Rupa Bhavani and burnt
a liquor shop (8th May). There was a hot exchange of words between the
police and public. The crowd swelled in number and demanded the
release of those arrested for cutting the trees. A boy, Shankar, came
forward and insisted upon the officers to release the arrested citizens.
Mallappa was striving hard to control the angry crowd. But an excited
sergeant levelled his pistol at Shankar and shot him point-blank. This
act drove the people into a frenzy and stones were hulled. And all of a
sudden the police opened fire, killing four-five persons. The news of this
outrageous action spread like wild fire and infuriated the mob. They
collected outside the Mangalwar Police Chowky, murdered two policemen,
set fire to the papers and threw the dead bodies of the policemen into the
fire. Meanwhile the police and Government officials had escaped to an
unknown place. Later, the crowd proceeded to the Civil Court and burnt
it down. There was no Government machinery to extinguish the fire.
The events that followed is a ni&htmare. Shortly the police ran amok
throughout the city firing furiously. In one lorry the driver was flanked
on both sides by armed sergeants. Inside were the police with rifles taking
aim and shooting anybody that came into sight. In another lorry was
a mounted machine gun and a squad of men. These lorries were driven
at terrific speed. They took special care to shoot at people standing in the
galleries of houses. This "operation killing" continued from 13-30 hours
to well past midnight. The dead numbered at least 25, the wounded being
quite large.
*

i
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Almost all houses, the municipal office and other public buildings
showed bullet marks suggesting the reckless operation killing. Gandhi
caps were particularly marked down and the wearers of the caps were
aimed at. While the court buildings were burning, the police made no
efiort to put down the fire, but went on in a mad outrage. The whole of
this butchery was executed under the direct command and supervision of
Mr. Playfairs (D. S. P.) and Mr. Knight (District Magistrate). All this
shows to what limits of depravity the opponents of the national movement
had descended. The Collector had taken special care Jo evacuate
European women and children to Pune and to gather together all Government officials at the railway station. Part of an Infantry Regiment was
moved to Sholapur on the night of 8th May, and Martial Law was
proclaimed on 12th, which reigned terror till 1st July 1930.
The horrors of the Martial Law administration showed in unmistakable
terms that the Government was utterly vindicative. The officials not
merely arrested innocent persons but fifty women were raped by soldiers.
Manekchand R. Shah (President, Sholapur Municipality), Ramkrishna Jaju
{President Congress Committee). Tulsidas S. Jadhav Secretary, Congress
Committee), Rajwade, Jadhav, Mahajan and several others were awarded
sentences by Court Martial But the bureaucracy was not yet satisfied.
Mallappa Dhanshetti, Jagannath Jadhav, Shrikisan Sarada and Kuruban
Bussain were prosecuted and sentenced to death even though there was
no evidence against them. The Judges had differed with regard to the
sentence. So the Government conveniently appointed Justice Baker who,
in disregard to evidence confirmed the death sentence. And the martyrs
were hanged at Yeravada on 12th January 1931.
The release of the Sholapur prisoners became one of the bones o]
contention in the peace negotiations of the Congress with Government.
m
But it failed.
—Editor.
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843. Gvil Disobedience Movement, Agitation.
(1) Thana, May 10.—On the 7th instant a demonstration of breaking
the Salt Law, by boiling sea water, was organised at Umbergaon. About
3,000 persons were present including 80 Muhammadans,
Gandhi's arrest gave a momentary fillip to the movement but interest
2
is now abating .
Between Badlapur and Thana the boycott is slackening. The removal
of salt from the works at Bhayandar and Bassein came to a complete
1

K. K. Chaudhari, Maharashtra and Indian Freedom Struggle, pp. 89-91.
* This is not borne out by facts. See K. K. Chaudhari, Maharashtra and Indian Freedom
Struggle, pp.84-86.

stand-still, owing to the influence of Ramchandra Mukund of Panjir
over the boatmen and carters.
He brought them all back to work on the 8th instant, telling
satyagrahis that he would not let his people starve]. The removal of
salt is now going on as usual. Water for the Salt Department men had
to be brought there by train.
41 meetings were held in the district at all of which the usual speeches
were made on civil disobedience, salt, liquor, foreign cloth, etc. At a
small meeting at Bhayandar Lalji Pendse of Bombay asked the audience
to advise the villagers to break the Salt and Forest Laws and nonpayment of land revenue.
(2) Bombay Suburban District, May 10.—The usual processions took
place daily. One large procession took place on the 6th when over
1,000 people went from Ville Parle to Juhu and held a meeting. They
endeavoured to prepare salt from sea water, but it was given up owing
to lack of time. Abdullah Rahimtulla put up a packet of salt for
auction. This was bought by Kaka Karsanji of Santa Cruz who paid
Rs. 1,500.
•

*

There was one procession in Bandra on the 4th led by Pandit Charidulalaji of Bombay. The procession consisting of about 250 persons went
to Mahim creek and took away some salt water in pots.
On the same date about 100 coolies from Santa Cruz Match Factory
went in procession on Ghodbunder Road for half an hour with shouts
f
of " Gandhi-ki-jai \
At Malad on 5th a procession of Gujerathis went to the village
mosque and persuaded a few Muhammadans to join in the procession.
The next day Jamnadas Arora with four others went to the huts ot
village sweepers and advised them to boycott liquor and presented them
all with khaddar caps.
At Versowa the three factions among the Kolis have resolved to sink
their differences and unite for the present movement. Volunteers sold
packets of contraband salt in the village during the week.
In all 26 meetings were held in the district during the week at all of
which the usual stereotyped speeches were made, viz., the boycott of
foreign cloth, use of Khadi, etc. The following is a summary of some
of the important ones :—
Date
(1)
6th May

..

Place

Attendance

(2)
Ville Parle

(3)
1 r000
.

..

. *. -

v

•

. .

-

r

.

Remarks
(4)
Talpade of Bombay made an excitable
speech in whch he appealed to
the audience as law breakers, to
awake, obey the orders of King
Gandhi afld make all your countryment law breakers- Stating that
this was the message, sent by the
ashes of Lokmanya Tilak which had
come floating from Chaupatty to
Juhu shore. If all Maharashtrians
become law breakers the British!
Government which had committed'
atrocities in Peshawar Would be
q U i c kly
driven
out.
ver ^.
•

.

..
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Date
(1)

6th May

Place

Attendance

Remarks

(2)

(3)

(4)

Borivii
.

'

..

400

.

•

'

•

Bhagwantrao Janardhan Mhatre o f
Malad in the course of his speech
compared the Government to
a leech which he said must be removed before India was bled white.

Mulund
the police were described as black and treacherous goats whom the
Government would kick if they made a trifling mistake.
*:

(3) Ahmednagar, May 10.—Meetings continue to attract audiences, as
a free tamasha, but the effect appears to be transitory. Outside Ahmednagar the chief centre of disaffection is Sangamner, where there has
not been much outward activity, but forest satyagraha is being planned.
Support by other communities than Hindus is nil.
About 17 meetings were held during the week in the district of which
the following are important :
Date
(1)

5 th May ,

Do
6th May . .

Place
(2)
Ahmed nagar

Belapur
Sangamner

Attendance

Remarks

(3)
12,000 (1,500
women).

(4)

Firodia Kundanmal Sobhachand announced his adherence, to the movement, and called for 200 volunteers by next morning.

600

Non-payment of land-taxes and boycott of Government was advocated.

600

Breaking of forest laws advocated.
•

At the other mettings where the audiences were in the region of 250,
with speeches of the usual type.
(4) East Khandesh, May 10.—Meetings in connection with thV Civil
Disobedience Movement have been held all over the district. The
biggest of these was at Jalgaon. P. S. Sane
Amalner is still going
about the district lecturing. This example is followed by Ziprubuwa
alias S. S. Chitnis, believed to be of Poona. This last has a party ot
four with him from the Pimprala Ashram. G. B. Bhutekar has returned
and it would appear that he also means to go round touring. The
general public give no willing support to the Congresswallas. They
attend lectures more to see the tamasha than anything else. Muslims
are still on the whole rather backward to join the movement and now
that the riot at Amalner has occurred they are if anything definitely
antagonistic to the movement. There is a solitary case of the Jamncr
Kazi this week, but this man has always toyed with the Congress. He
Musli
£>

Tadwis

to realise that

they will not get a fair deal when swaraj does come in.
The following are among the meetings held during the week:
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Date

Place

0)

(2)

Remarks

Attendance

(4)

(3)

Hiraman suggested that they should
break the Salt Law by making Salt
from some Salt earth found in the
limits of Chahardi.

Chahardi

f

•

1,000

Chopda

..

2,000

6th May

Chalisgaon

..

2,000

Hartal was observed to protest against Gandhi's arrest followed by a
meeting in the evening.

6th' May

Pachora

500 (mostly
boys)

Jagaijvan KaSalchand and Bhaskar
Rangnath Paranjpye addressed the
gathering.

6th May

.

6th May

6 th May

8th May

.,

•

Pimpalgaon ..

•

Dhanora

•

•

•

.,

•

•

•

400-500

Speeches on the usual lines.

•

Hartal was observed at Kalamsare
and a meeting to protest against
Gandhi's arrest was addressed by
Y. B. Hartalkar. A School master,
Ananda Abaji Koli advised his
boys not to observe hartal and
opened his class while the other
masters simply marked the boys
absent and went home.

f

•

•

One of the speakers is reported to
have said that the Indian Army
would at the crisis also join the
movement ; and that if all Government servants would resign, Government would be bound to grant
them swaraj.
-

6th May

.

Yawal

500

6th May

.

Chinchkheda

175

6th May

..

Jamner

2nd May

..

Chalisgaon

5 th May

. • Jalgaon

6th May

..

7 th May

•

•

•

•

•

Advice was given not to Supply Government servants with provisions.

•

•

•

The usual speeches were made.

•

Mohomed Yusuf Mahmudmiya Kazi
Said that he did not care even if
his Inami lands were
confiscated during the fight but he would
still go on with it, until Swaraj was
won. Pandarinath Govind Dudhabhande advised the people to break
the Forest Laws, and added that
a conference about this would be
held in about a fortnight and they
should bring all their grievances
before it.

•

300

Speeches were made on the boycott
of liquor.

.

2,000

Speeches were made to congratulate
S. D, Deo on his arrest.

Jalgaon

.

5,000

Pimrala

.

300

..

•

Speeches of the usual type were made.

•

•

•

Hartal was observed as a protest
against the arrest of Gandhi.
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Date

Place

Attendance

(O

(2)

(3)

10th May

.

Amalner

Remarks
(4)

'

1,000 . . Maulana Abdul Rauf

and Badri Jalal
advised the Hindus and Muhammadans
to unite to fight against a common
enemy and added that, while there was
no such unity, the people of the country
could never expect to get swaraj.

(4) West Khandesh, May 10.—Propaganda in connection with the
civil disobedience agitation has been carried on vigorously throughout the
district and the poison is permeating the villages now. Disaffection
towards Government and Government servants, especially the Police, is
increasing daily, and must eventually result in open lawlessness. Th
Muhammadans are keeping aloof from the movement and do not even
take part in hartals.
43 meetings were held during the week in the district including the
following:
Date

Place

Attendance

(1)

(2)

(3)

Remarks
(4)

Boycott of Government servants. S. B.
Muchate Sang a ballad composed by
himself in which Vaidya was described
as having married a white girl (meaning
Government had made him his
son-in-law).
Protest meeting against the arrest of
Gandhi, boycott of foreign goods,
liquor and police was advocated.

..

3,000

.

6,000

Ner, Taluka..
Dhulia

350

Audience were advised to boycott foreign
cloth, liquor and police Patels and
Police were asked to resign and none
should be afraid to go to jail. Trimbak
Udechand Marwadi condemned the
action of the Police, "who though our
brothers still fired their guns at the
time of the arrest of Gandhi, when
Some were killed."

3rd May

Nardhana

1,000

Shankar Parasram Joshi advocated the
boycott of foreign cloth, liquor, and
use of khadi and said that these should
be carried out without disobedience of
law and peacefully.

2nd May

Dhadna. Taluka
Sakri

400

Namdeo Budhaji asked the Police Patels
to resign and advocated boycott of
foreign goods, Government servants
and liquor.

2nd May

5th May

Do.

Dhulia

Dhulia

*

•

•

4th May

Dhadna

.. Uttamrao Bhilaji spoke on the usual topics.
There appears to be little change in the situation.
2,000

;, May 10
centres of
and Nampur, Yeola and Nandgaon. At Nasik frequent speeches keep the
question before the public and arouse enthusiasm mainly amongst the
younger generation. Very Settle interest appears to have been aroused
amongst the Muhammadan community.

—On May 10 a batch of 23 satyagrahis was given
May
a send off on their leaving for Shiroda. H. V. Tulpule, the municipal
May 4, at Kadus, taluka Khed
president, presided,
Works
would go to Poona
employed in the Pu
next day and resign
eeting in the Reay Market on May 10, Tulpule ann
one Gangadhar Ramchandra Inamdar
ployed
Movement
Of the speakers in the mofussil,
Zirang
virulent
and
active in the Purandar taluka and has exhorted
government
M. Joshi a Brahmin
now before the personal assistant to the District Magistrate in
Chapter VIII, C. P. C. proceedings, has been speaking most
objectionably.
V. R. Shinde's campaign of rural agitation and unrest has been since
for breaking the Salt Act and
May 12 by
he has been awarded 6 months' rigorous imprisonment.
NOTE.—Gangadhar Ramchandra Inamdar, Chandra Seniya Kayastha
Prabbu, age 23, who was serving as a junior searcher in the Finger Print
Bureau, C. I. D., Poona, resigned Government service and joined the
Civil Disobedience Movement as a satyagrahi in Poona City on
May 1930.
leave on grounds of health, which he
March he
subsequently extended by one month for the same reason. While on leave
he tendered his resignation stating that he was an admirer of Gandhi, and
that Government was adopting a policy of repression. (S. B., Bombay
Presidency ).
o
ngs held in
•Meetings
inl the district during the week in connection with th w
Civil Disobedience Movement include the following:
I

Date

Place

Attendance

(1)

(2)

(3)

4th May

Do.

Shaniwar Wada . . 300

•

•

RaviwarPeth

Remarks
(4)

•

•

. . 300

V. B. Harolikar Said that the present
rulers had been ruling over them without
their consent and hence they deserved
to be driven away. Va^hire advocated
the breaking of the Salt Laws and
blamed the Government for destroying
their trade.
Harshe Said that the British in India were
so few that they would be drowned if
every Indian were to spit on their faces.

5 th May

Shivaji Mandir . . 4,000

.

N. C. Kelkar presided. The meeting was
in connection with the arrest of Gandhi.

6th May

Shaniwar Wada .. 25,000

.

All speakers condemned the Government
for arrest of Gandhi and appealed to
the audience to break all the laws and
boycott foreign cloth and liquor.

7th May

Shivaji Mandir , . 500

» 9

In this meeting Dr. Palsule, V. B. Harolikar
and 2 volunteers prepared salt out of 3
small bottle of alleged Sea water,
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Date
(1)
7th May

Place

Attendance

Remarks

(2)
(3)
(4)
Shaniwar W ada .. 10,000 .. This meeting took place after the procession
that had started from Reay Market and
reached Shaniwar Wada in the evening.
Speeches were made from two separate
platforms. The speakers condemned
the Government for arresting Gandhi
and appealed to the audience to enlist
their names for picketing liquor and
foreign cloth shops.
i

Do.

9th May

Kolshegalli,
Cantonment.

KasbaPeth

500

N. C. Kelkar who presided said that the
cloth merchants of Cantonment must
stop purchasing foreign cloth for at
least one year. H. V. Tulpule congratulated the Police officers for their
non-interference policy during the hartal
of last 3 days.

300 , .

Fulumbrikar condemned N. R. Gunjal
for not resigning his M. L. C. ship on the
arrest of Gandhi and said that they would
start picketing liquor shops in a day
or two ; he also requested the audience
to enlist as volunteers and promised to
pay Rs. 20 per mensem to the families
of the m ;n who went to jail for picketing.
•*

10th May

Reay Market

•

500 .

•

* *

H. V. Tulpule referred to the situation of
Sholapur Saying that the cause of disturbance was not so far known. However,
he Said that Congress Offices were
trying their best to establish peace.
B. K. Karve and B. R. Joshi collected the
villagers of the surrounding villages and
told them not to pay land revenue tax
and break the forest laws.
i

2nd May

3rd May

40

Kashalgaon,
Taluka
Vadgaon.
Chakan

•

4th
6th
8th
9th

May,
May
May
May

A-115—41-A.

*

1,500
•

•

«

•

•

V

V. R. Shinde said that all Government
Servants from the Viceroy to a SubInspector, Constables etc., were their
servants and nope should be afraid of
them ; the Constables were just like
Ramoshis and the Patils should not
give them any importance ; that every
man should break the salt and forest
laws ; he had been moving in the villages
to teach the villagers how the forest laws
should be broken. He finally sold packets
of salt. Jedhe and Popatlal Shah
explained the necessity of breaking
forest laws and incited the villagers
to break all Government laws and commit
sedition. Shinde incited the audience
to break every unjust law peacefully
and not to use foreign cloth and not to
drink liquor.

•

Wade, Taluka .
Khed.
Chambli
Kodit Bk.
Garade
Saswad

•

«*

i

5th May

•

60
125
150
150

;

•

-

•

•

•

•

The Same sort of speeches as above were
made. Jedhe said that all Government
servants on coming to a village, should
be boycotted.
f D . S. Zirange, M. V, Bokil and .others
exhorted the audience to break the salt
^ and forest laws, use Swadeshi articles
^ and boycott foreign cloth and liquor apd
tea.
•

••.,

•
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Attendance

Place

Date
(1)
7th May

(2)
Indapur

(3)
300

9 th May

Otur

150

10th May

Chakan

350

Remarks
(4)

The office of the Congress Committee,
Indapur, was opened on 7th May with
Venkatdas MagandaS Gujar as the
president, Vithal RamdaS as the vicepresident, Gowardhan Jamnadas as the
chairman and B. V. Dukhane and B.
S. Ture as secretaries. The speakers
said that the advice of Gandhi should
be strictly followed by all.
S. K. Limaye advocated the boycott of
foreign cloth and liquor and picketing
of liquor shops.
G. S. Joshi and K. G. Pashankar exhorted
everyone to break the Salt and Forest
laws peacefully.
S. M. JoShi alleged that 47 Police Patil
of Ambegaon Peta were ready to resign.
The police were scoundrels. Police Patels
must put in their resignations that 163
persons from Sappers and Miners
Regiment had resigned.
Chakan village observed a complete hartal on 5th May and 6th May 1930.

Khed, Vadgaon,
hartals were observed on 6th May
Otur, Manchar, Junnar and Lonavala. A Partial hartal
May in connection
Place
(2)
Lonavla

Date
(1)
7th May
6th May
Do.
Do.
5th May

•

Rajurj

Saswad

•

..

6th May

Do.

5 th May
6th May

..

Narayangaon
Pimpalvandi .

•

•

Attendance
(3)

..
..

A-115—41 -B

400
300

300
200
500

Indapur

200

Do.

200

Bavde
Dhond

1,000
200

Remarks
(4)
Speeches regarding the boycott of foreign
articles and popularisation of Swadeshi
articles were made.
Do.
Do.
Do.
D. S. Zirange appealed to the pleaders,
Sub-Inspectors, Mamlatdars, Talathis
etc., to resign their services for the sake
of the country. Pleader
Purandare
said that a social boycott of Government officials should be enforced, that
they should stop working only for 8 days
and Swaraj would be won. Complete
hartal was observed.
The speakers strongly condemned the
Government attitude towards Gandhi
and took oaths not to use foreign articles.
Some speakers suggested that the local
officers should be boycotted.
In the evening a procession was taken out
with national slogans and speeches as
above were made. Complete hartal was
observed.
D J , as at Indapur on 6th May.
A procession was taken out with a donkey
having a hat and two boards meaning
those who used foreign cloth and who
drank, were donkeys. Complete hartal
was observed.
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Date
(1)
6th May

Place
(2)
Patas

Attendance
(3)
1,000

Remarks
(4)
Speeches condemning Government and
advocating enlistment of volunteers were
made.
Do.
Baramati
4,000
. . After a big procession through the city
with national flags and slogans, N. R.
Dole pointed out how the 11 demands
of Gandhi were not considered and how
they had to take recourse to his
satyagraha.
Do.
,.
Ghodnadi
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 200
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 1 Vaghire Said that the local officials should
be boycotted, and others made Speeches
criticising the policy of the Government
and condemning them for the arrest of
Gandhi, Complete hartal was observed

(7) Saturn, May 10.—Contraband salt was sold at many of the meetings
held in the district but no action was taken as the persons concerned
carried no influence in the public eye.
During one of the meetings at Satara, sand and a few stones were
thrown on the Police officers on duty and a Policeman was hit with a stone
on the forehead. As this occurred after the meeting had dispersed, it was
difficult to lay hands on the culprit.
In a meeting at Katad it was declared that a rich man whose name was
not divulged was prepared to pay Rs. 10 per month for life to every
Government servant who would renounce Government service.
There were in all about 55 meetings held in the district during the week
in which the usual speeches were made on Civil Disobedience Movement,
breach of Salt Laws, spread of khaddar, enrolment of volunteers, collection of funds, boycott of foreign cloth, etc. Owing to Gandhi's arrest
several speakers revelled in vituperating Government for their action. Two
of the speeches were of a particularly inflammatory nature, for which
botli the speakers were arrested.
The arrest of Gandhi was the main theme of all the speakers during
the week. As expected hartals were observed throughout the district, and
public taxi services were also paralysed to a certain extent. The more
politically minded persons made capital out of the arrest and tried to
persuade the Non-Brahmin Party to join the Civil Disobedience Campaign.
(8) Sholapur, May 72.—There were 33 meetings held in this district and
of these one was organised by women and another was a kirtan of
Miss Lilabai, daughter of Narayan Katti.
1

Riots at Sholapur

ported (12th Ma?
5th May 1930 was
agitation
throughout
the
district
and
^
almost
all
great
the nKetTngs" w e ^ h e l d d u r i n g this week to protest against the action of
G o v ' n m J S and to congratulate GandhL Everything ^
^
«
5th and 6th, but there was complete hartal on 6th toUowed b a ^
procession in the morning and a meeting at night at Sholapur. In this
i ^ ^ ^ n T ^ n h l s i ^ u r Martial Law tragedy see the Editor's Note, pp. 607-08.
The Officiating District Superintendent of Police
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meeting inciting speeches were made by some* speakers. On the morning
of 7th there was a procession with Gandhi's photograph and the mob set
fire to the Municipal Naka. The District Magistrate and the District
Superintendent of Police and some more Police Officers, who went to
answer a call of likelihood at trouble near the Vishnu and Laxmi Mills,
which were working, were stoned when they went there. The mob then
broke open the liquor and toddy shops and burnt them. A meeting was
held on the same night, and again inciting speeches were made. On the
morning of 8th there was again a procession and after it terminated a mob
was found going towards toddy trees, and began to cut down some trees,
when the Police accompanied by the District Superintendent of Police
ana the District Magistrate arrived at the scene to prevent this mischief,
stones were thrown at the Police. Finding the situation growing very
critical, strictly controlled firing was ordered, and the crowd dispersed.
After this the mob went to Mangalwar Police Chowki and dragged
out a Head constable and a constable from the chowki, and they were
brutally done to death. Finding the Police arriving there the mob ran
to the Civil Court and burnt all the buildings to ashes. The Police party
then went in lorries and finding the mob obstructing their way the Policemen had to fire again. Including the Policemen killed, the total number
of deaths so far reported was five and 28 injured are reported. On the
9th again there was hartal, and the Police and Military patrolled through
out the town, and nothing untoward happened. Orders under Section
144, C. P. C , were passed by the District Magistrate on the 9th, forbidding meetings. The mob had cut the telephone services to 4 police
chowkies. On the 8th, finding that the Policemen had vacated the Police
Chowkies, mobs continued to break upon the premises of the chowkies,
and burnt the clothes and other articles of the Police on subsequent dates.
The Police were centred near the Railway Station. The District Superintendent of Police's Office has been removed to the Dharmashala opposite
the Railway Station. The people were still excited and the situation
was not yet under control.
In Sholapur taluka there is a village named Valsang, which is a
Police Outpost. On the 9th the Policemen there were threatened by the
villagers, and a national flag was hoisted on the outpost building. As
the lives of the Policemen were reported to be in danger, they were
brought to Sholapur with their families. On the 10th instant information was received that two rooms of the Police outpost were burnt by
the villagers. Hartal was also observed at Barsi, Pandharpur, Malsiras,
Sangola, Karmala and inciting speeches were made in all these meetings.
Note by S. B. Bombay Presidency on the above.—
Poona, May 22.—The complete account of the riots at Sholapur which
commenced on May 7th has been issued in the Government communique
published in the newspapers of May 20. In view of the seriousness of
the situation the Collector of Sholapur evacuated European women and
children to Poona on the night of May 9 and gathered together all
Government officials at the Railway Station. A part of an Indian Infantry
Regiment was moved to Sholapur on the night of May 8 and with the
arrived of further British troops from Poona on May 12th Martial Law
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was proclaimed on the night of May 12. The situation has since been
controlled without the firing of a single shot, but prior to the arrival of
the military the city was in considerable confusion, and Congress volunteers were making a pretence of running the administration of the city.
A large number of arrests were made under Martial Law and sentences
were awarded including that of Manekchand R. Shah, president of ths
Municipality, Ramkrishna G. Jaju. president, Congress Committee and
Tulsidas S. Jadhav, Secretary, Congress Committee, who appear to have
been ring leaders in the disturbances.
The Officiating District Superintendent of Police, Sholapur, has
reported that since his arrival in Sholapur to take over from Mr. Playfair,
the District Superintendent of Police (who had been injured during the
noting and removed to Poona), he has carried out raids at Pandharpur,
Barsi and Valsang village with the assistance of the military and that
from correspondence seized at Valsang and Sholapur it appeared that
agitation in the district was being directed by the Maharashtra Provincial
Congress Committee, Ville Parle.
It is r>f interest that Dr. K. B. Antrolikar the leading agitator in Sholapur, is reported to have recently gone to Ville Parle on the nifiht of
May 9th.
(9) Kolaba, May 10.—The movement, on the whole, does not appear
to have advanced beyond the stage existing last week. This district does
not appear to attract outside leaders now, for during tthe past week or
so, no outside leader has arrirved to take the place of thoss arrested.
In the bigger towns here is the usual programme of daily processions,
taking of salt water with the ostensible object of making contraband salt,
and evening meetings. At meetings, petty speakers make widely seditious
speeches, less to induce civil disobedience than to create a strong feeling
against the Government, Government servants and British things. The
absence of responsible leaders is probably the cause of no fresh plan
being apparent. At Panvel the agitation is definitely on the wane, while
at Pen, though meetings continue, the campaign has lost much of its
1
intensity and several volunteers have left for other places in the district
or other districts. It is rumoured that the remainder proposed breaking
up camp within next week. However, boycott of Government servants
still continues to a certain extent. At Alibag people do not give much
support to the movement. The movement is very strong at Mahad, the
most troublesome centre. Speeches are rather violent, picketing of
liquor shops is carried on vigorously, and Government servants are
harassed in every way, in the streets, and by a strict boycott.
(10) Ratnagiri, May 10.—18 salt pans have been prepared at Mithbav
by the satyagrahis and are being watched by the satyagrahis and villagers.
On account of some defect in the pans, no salt forms there.
On 1st May 1930, 18 satyagrahis arrived at Phonda from Deogad.
They stopped there for 15 minutes and advised the villagers to use khadi,
to prepare salt and to boycott Government servants. They proceeded
to Kolhapur the same day.
1

This Is not borne out by facts. The movement was yet vigorous in Pen, Panvel and

Mahad.
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Manufacture of salt
following places J

and sale of contraband

salt took place at the

Place

Amount

Date

(1)

(2)

(3)

Rs. a. p.
• •

Malwan

No sale

Deogad

3 12 0

6th May 1930
8th May 1930
1st May 1930

Taral and Kumbhavde village
6 4 0

Chiplun

Do.

Khalchapat and Ranvi

Do.

Guhagar

2nd May 1930

Khed

8th May 1930

33 meetings were held during the week including the following:
Date

Place

Attendance

(1)

(2)

(3)

Remarks
(4)

29th April

Shiroda,
Vengurla,
PoliceStation.

250

1st May

Shiroda,
Vengurla
PoliceStation.

300

4th May

Do.

300

Vinayakrao Bhuskute* and Narayanrao
Gokhale exhorted the audience to
boycott Government servants and
asked to keep non-violence.

3rd May

Vengurla

250

Sndkhedkar of Khandesh exhorted
the people to severely boycott the
police.

Do.

700

Rajaram Buwa Pimpalnerkar congratulated Padwal on his arrest
and preached social boycott of
police.

4th May

•

*

Do.

6th May

7th May
9 th May

•

•

•

•

Do.
Malwan

•

•

Trimbak Raghunath
Devgirikar
exhorted the audience to boycott
Government servants and monetary
help was requested.
Jaiwant Dattatraya Algaonkar and
Dr. Atmaram Krishna Bhagwat
exhorted the audience to boycott
Government servants and foreign
cloth.

1,500 (including Vinayak Bhuskute and Rajaram Buwa
asked the people not to be discou30 Muharaged by Gandhi's arrest and to
mmadans
the
and 30
come forward and join
Christians).
campaign.
Vinayak Bhuskute advised the people
400
to commence
non-payment of
taxes.
1,000

Dharmanand Kosambi exhorted the
audience to use khadi, boycott
foreign goods and to picket liquor
shops.
Poona
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Date

Place

Attendance

Remarks

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

3rd May

Malwan

4th May

Do.

5th May

Do.

*

•

500

Vishwanath Ganesh Kulkarni requested the volunteers to break
the salt law and complained about
Police atrocities.

5,000

Moreshwar Ganesh Ranade and
Vishwanath
Ganesh
Kulkarni
advised the people to continue
the campaign.
Ranade and Anant Vasudeo
Sahasrabudhe complained
against the
action of Government servants and
asked the people to follow the advice
of Gandhi, and keep non-violence.
A reference was also made about
the 13 demands of Gandhi.
Satyabhamabai KuvJekar and Atitkar
criticised the conduct of police and
asked the audience to work without
any fear and to continue the campaign.
Narayan Balkrishna Munje
and
Jagannath Sonu Parkar proposed
a resolution condemning the action
of Government in arresting Gandhi.
Ramchandra Vishnu Ekbote
and
Ramchandra Narayan Bhagwat
referred to the Jallianwala firing
and advised the audience to break
the salt law.

1,500

3rd May

Mithbav,
Taluka
Deogad.

700

7th May

Deogad

400

2nd May

Kaadavli,
Taluka
Deogad

500

4th May

Kharepatan
taluka
Deogad!

250

1 st May

Ratnagiri

475

•

•

1

•

•

Javdekar and
Purushottam
Hari
2
Patwardhan advised the Hindus
and Muhammadans to unite and to
boycott foreign goods and police.
Pandharinath V. Ghanekar
and
Patwardhan called on Government
servants to join the movement.

845. Funds
May

— R s . 20 were subscribed at meetings.
(2) Bombay Suburban
District, May 10.—Rs.
1,500 were collected
during the week.
been
^3) Ahmednagar,
May 10 —It is reported
collected up-to-date.
been
lected during the
(4) East Khandesh,
May 10— Rs.
week in the district.
during the week,
(5) Satara, May 10.—About
R s . 500

gradually
ng down as the
tbscript
waning, as it is bound to be
Rs. 280-2-0 were collected during the week
(6) Ratnagiri, May
in the district.
that

%

S. D. Jawadekar also known as Acharya. Jawadekar was a great leader of the
Mflfiarsxhti-fl Civil Disobedience Committee, alone with Shankarrao Deo.
Appasaheb Patwardhan, famous for Shiroda Satyagraha, A famous Gandhiaq
thinker from Ratnagiri.
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848. Boycott of Government Servants.
(1) Bombay Suburban District, May 10.—There is considerable feeling
against the Police at Ghatkoppr, Andheri and Versowa and several
resolutions have been passed at these places that the Police should be
boycotted
(2) Ratnagiri. May 10.—On 2nd May 1930 a handbill signed by
7 men of Vengurla was circulated which advocated social boycott on all
Government servants.
849. Resignations.

t
—

*

(1) East Khartdesh, May 10.—At the meeting held at Chopda Police
Station on 6th May 1930, Karma Bhagwan Borse, Revenue Patel, and
Dhulesing, Police Patel of Akulkheda a neighbouring village, tendered
their resignations to the president, Onkar Laxman Bawaskar. One Punaji
Shrawan Patil is reported to have resigned from the Taluka Local Board.
(2) West Khartdesh, May 10.—The Police Patel and Mukhi Patil of
Kadil under Pimpalner Police Station have resigned their posts and the
Masdi
of resigning.
•

*

850. Ejeclment of Government Servants by Landlords.
Wesi Khandesh, May{ 10.—A Hindu constable at Ner was forced to
owner
851. Hartals.
(1) Bombay Suburban District, May 10.—Hartal was observed at
12 places in the district on account of Gandhi's arrest.
(2) Ahmednagar, May 10.—Hartals were held at most places in the
district in connection with Gandhi's internment.
. (3) West Khandesh, May 10.—Hartals were observed as under.—At
Lamkam and Nyalod, police station Sangvi, on 3rd May on account ot
arrest and conviction of Vishwasrao Deware. At Dhulia on 5th May 1930
on account of Gandhi's arrest.
At Nizampur and Dusna (Dusane), police station, Sakri, on 5th May
1930 on account of Gandhi's arrest.
(4) Ratnagiri, May 10.—On account of Gandhi's arrest a hartal was
observed on May, 6, 7 and 8 at Vengurla by all the licensees of motors
and other conveyances. On May 7 hartal was observed at Ratnagiri in
protest of Gandhi's arrest. The merchants of Ratnagiri assembled in
the house of Ajizkhan Allikhan Hakim and resolved that the boycott of
police should be continued. The shopkeepers objected to the boycott
of all Government servants as they were their main customers. They
also complained of frequent hartal. Hartal was also observed at Khed
on May 6, 7 and 8 and Jaitpur on May 6.
> •

852. National Flag.
(1) Ahmednagar, May 10.—At Miri (Nevasa) on May 3, at a meeting
:of 500 persons, the national flag hoisted on a temple, was afterwards
taken down by the villagers.
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(2) West Khandesh, May 70.—Every morning the National Flag is
taken in procession in Dhulia, accompanied with the usual slogans.
853. Swadeshi.
Ahmednagar, May 10.—The merchants of Ahmednagar resolved not
to order any foreign cloth for six months.
854. Temperance Campaign.
(1) Thana, May 10.—Although the liquor shops picketing is carried on
a small scale, sales have dropped considerably in some places. This
seems to be due chiefly to the persuasion of volunteers and village
1
panchayats .
(2) Bombay Suburban District, May 10.—Several processions of ladies
were arranged from Vilile Parle Chhawani through Ville Parle. On one
occasion they went to the Christian locality and asked the Christian
women to persuade their husbands to close the toddy shops and give up
drink, but no satisfactory reply could be elicited. On another occasion
five Gujerathi women went into a toddy shop and asked the owner to
close it which he refused to do. 44 women have given their names for
picketing work, of whom 10 are Deccanites. Abdulla Rahimtulla has
written a letter to the Padre of Parle Church asking him to request
Christian toddy and liquor shopkeepers to close their shops.
(3) Bombay Suburban District, May 10.—Rules were drawn up in
Ville Parle Chhawani for women picketing liquor shops. They are
practically the same as those for picketing foreign cloth shops. No
enthusiasm is displayed for picketing so far.
(4) Ahmednagar, May 10.—Picketing of (liquor shops commenced and
was at first attended with one or two cases of petty assault, and in one
case an empty barrel was set fire to by women picketers ; but a special
meeting of women picketers was held at which instructions were given,
and the picketing has since been peaceful. This refers to Ahmednagar
City and Camp.
(5) West Khandesh, May 10.—Picketing of liquor shops continues
without any breach of peace so far, at Dhulia, Shirpur, Sindkheda,
Nandurbar and Navapur.
(6) Satara, May 10.—Picketing of liquor shops is still in the air and
not yet seriously thought over.
855. Gandhi's Arrest.
(1) Thana, May 10.—On the 5th instant a large crowd collected outside
Thana Jail on hearing, it was rumoured, the Gandhi was there. Later
the crowd dispersed quietly. Hartal was then observed throughout the
district.
(2) Bombay Suburban District, May 10.—When the news of Gandhi's
arrest was received, volunteers left all the chhawanis and went round
informing the public of the occurrence. At Kurla some 50 persons went
~Thi^Tshow$ the remarkable Success of the temperance campaign. •

*

with a flag near mills and factories shouting out the news and tried to
get the workers to stop work. A few hundreds only ceased work for
nalt the day.
Gandhi's arrest has created a certain amount of bitterness among
1
Gujerathis, especially towards the Police.
(3) Nasik, May 10.—The week has been a busy one, the arrest of
Gandhi has aroused considerable interest. Meetings have been held at
practically every town of any importance and speeches were made, followed by a hartal and the burning of some foreign caps. In Nasik town
the news of the arrest was received at about 2 p.m. on the 5th and almost
complete hartal was observed on th#t day and the following day.
A big meeting attended by some 5,000 persons was held at Nasik on
the 5th evening and was presided over by Vasudeo Bapuji Akut, pleader.
The chief speakers were the president, I>r. Dattatrya Khadilkar ot Nasik,
Kaikashru Jamshedji Dastur, Dr. Narayan Bhaskar, Govind Hari Deshpande and Sitaramdas Guru Tikamdas, all of Nasik.
A resolution congratulating Gandhi on his arrest and declaring they
would vigorously continue the movement was passed. The general consensus of opinion was that Government had done wrong in arresting
Gandhi. During the week meetings in connection with the arrest were
held at various places and were attended by audiences ranging from 100
to 1,500. The tone of the speeches wai
and Malegaon with 1,500 and
The biggest
persons, respectively.
(4) Poona, May 10.—On May 5 at about 11-30 a.m. the news of the
arrest of Gandhi and his being removed to Yeravda Jail spread into the
city and the shops began to close one after the other. Girinarayan Bhat
was first seen moving through Budhwar Street blowing his whistle and
calling cut volunteers. Slowly a crowd began to assemble in Budhwar
Peth and cap burning was started.
A leaflet signed by Kelkar, Tulpule and others issued from Kesari
Press advocating hartal, non-violence, abstention from cap burning,
peaceful persuasion, utterance of only 2 cries, " Gandhi-ki-Jai" and
" Vande Mataram.". This leaflet came from the Kesari Office and had
a very wholesome effect, because volunteers in khaddar all over the city
took up the task of enforcing its recommendations and cap snatching and
burning was soon stopped.
In the evening there were meetings at 5 centres.
On May 6 complete hartal was enforced and people were in some
cases pulled out of motor buses. Public feeling was such that on May 5,
6 and 7, it was found advisable to withdraw isolated constables from
traffic points in city and their places were taken by khaddar-clad volunteers.
May 6 another leaflet containing exhortations to non-violence and
to avoidance of insult to Police and other officers was issued over the
signatures of Tulpule and D. M. Dave.
1

Bitterness on Gandhiji's arrest was universal among Hindus and Christians and a large
section of Muslims.
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The Sangram paper organized a procession with a portrait of Gandhi.
This stated at 3-30 p.m. from the office of the Sangram and most of the
processionists appeared at Yeravda Jail. Here they were kept back by
a Police cordon while 4 persons with flags and a plaster cast of Gandhi
marched up to the gate and back again.
At 4 p.m. a monster procession headed by Girinarayan Bhatt on a
horse went through the city and ended about sunset before Shaniwar
Wada. Here the crowd was so large that it had to be addressed from 4
different platforms. The result was that very little could be heard.
On May 7, about 100 boys headed by Girinarayan Bhatt were seen
moving through the streets closing down shops and burning caps. Poona
City Congress Committee handbills were distributed to the effect that
there would be a big procession marching in fours through different
streets in Poona and Cantonment to Shaniwar Wada at 6-30 p.m. where
salt would be prepared and sold. This procession about 5,000 strong
composed of riff-raff, shepherded by khaddar volunteers passed along
Arsenal Road to the Imperial Bank and Collector's office before re-entering the city. At the evening meetings were held in Shivaji Mandir and
Shaniwar Wada. On May 7 salt was prepared and sold,
Ratnagiri, May 10.—On 6 May 1930 when the news of Gandhi's
arrest reached Kankavli, 9 leading men advised the shopkeepers to
observe hartal in protest of the arrest, which was done. A procession
was lead to the house of Sadashiv Ramchandra Nadkarni. A group
photograph of the royal family was tied to a stick on an ass's back and
two photographs of Gandhi and Shivaji were exhibited on either side of
the ass. The photograph of the royal family was then burnt and it was
announced that the British Raj was burnt. The people then took a
bath in the village river and returned home. One being called by Balkrishna Mahadeo Parulekar, motor agent at Phonda, 12 merchants from
Kankavli went to Phonda with black flags and a photograph of Gandhi
to join the procession there. After the procession they returned to
Kankavli.
il
Some 75 to 80 men went in procession in Phonda village on 7th May
1930, and another procession took place in the evening, when the people
from the Kankavli arrived there.
1

i

t

4

864. Congress Committee at Ghatkopar.
Bombay Suburban District, May 10.—Devchand Bhagwanji, a volunteer,
has been appointed president of the Ghatkopar Congress Committee and
another volunteer Chandulal Vrajlal Desai has been appointed as secretary. These have no influence in the town but would be supported by
the Gujerafhis.
865. Youth League at Ghatkopar.
Bombay Suburban District, May 10 —The leader of the Ghatkopar
Youth League is one Purushottam Meghaji Kabali. He has no influence
in the town but would be supported by the Gujerathis.
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891. Civil Disobedience Movement, Agitation.
(1) 'Inana, May 17.—It is strongly rumoured that the Bhayandar Salt
Works will be raided by Muhammandan satyagrahis from Bombay.
No breaches of the Forest Laws have taken place.
Mass demonstrations of manufacturing salt from sea water were held
at Bordi ?Jid Mianor.
24 meetings took place and it was noticed that tshe Muhammadan
speakers came forth after Palestine Day was observed.
(1) Bombay Suburban District, May 17.—The summary of the Civil
Disobedience Movement for the week is given below : —
Processions took place daily as usual at Ville Parle, Versowa, Mulund.
Ghaikopar, Chembur and Bhandup in connection with liquor picketing

stc.
Two processions look place at Malad, in one of which two donkeys
dressed in foreign clothes including hats and ties were taken. The processions consisted of 100 people of the Gujerathi and Pachkalsi communities.

On the 17th Shantabai, wife of C. D. Barfiwalla, led about 40 women
round Andheri urging people to boycott foreign cloth and liquor.
No new Chhawanis have as yet been opened at Kurla and Deonar.
Nothing further has been mentioned about closing Ville Parle Chhawani.
Efforts had been made at Kurla, but there is practically no support foi
the movement there.
On the 13th, 11 volunteers from Ville Parle Chhawani and five from
Versowa (including Dr. Dandekar) went to Bombay, whence it is learnt
they went to Dharasana.
Four of these from Versowa returned there on the 15th.
Daily throughout the week Abdullbhai Rahimtullabhai went to and fro
between Ville Parle Chhawani and Bombay.
Ramibai Kamdar and Bhai Sunderji paid a visit to Ville Parle Chhawani.
A partial hartal was observed in Bandra, Khar, Borivli, Andheri,
Santacruz, Ghatkopar and Bhandup. In some places on the 12th evening and in others on the 13th morning. Some Muhammadan shops also
observed hartal. Again on the 16th hartal was observed at Malad and
Andheri and Borivli,, partly for the Palestine Day and partly because of
the arrest of Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya.
Up-to-date at Ghatkopar 25 men and 11 women had given their names
as volunteers. They are all of the Gujerathi community.
Three women from Borivli go daily to Bombay in connection with
foreign cloth shop picketing.
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The police had been told to resign
the movement but no
notice was taken of these remarks.
The people of Ghatkopar and Mulund show an increasing dislike of
the police. The shopkeepers however take no notice of anjy talk of
boycott.
At Versova the Police posted there in connection with the movement
are now being boycotted with the result that they have to get all their
provisions, etc., from Andheri. Rs. 65 has been collected from the sale
of salt at Chembur, Mulund and Ghatkopar.
On the 18th there was private discussion among the leaders in Ville
Parle Chhawani with regard to moving their confidential papers to a private
hruse in Ville Parle as it was considered that the Chhawani might be
raided.
There are no signs of any increase in support, of this movement from
any other castes. The Gujerathis and Kolis (these already taking pa 0
show considerable enthusiasm.
Meetings held in the district during the week include the following :
Date
(1)

Place
(2)
Ghatkopar
Do.

Bhandup

11th May

Bandra

Attendance
(3)

300 (Gujerathi
women).
.

400

400

Remarks
(4)
Mrs. Mashruwalla and Mrs. Janakibai
Bajaj spoke on the subject of toddy
and khadi.
Boycott of foreign cloth and liquor.
A remark that the movement was
getting great
success and the
Government would very Soon cease
to exist was made.
Chhaganlal Chunilal Shah remarked
that they must drive away these
cruel dacoits from India and the
only way was by breaking the Salt
and Forest Laws, boycotting foreign
cloth and liquor.
Mahant Sitaram Shastri said that in
order to release Gandhi, foreign
cloth should be boycotted ; that
the cloth prepared in the mills
should not be worn as it contains
the fat of pigs, cows and buffaloes*
Maulana Sayed Ullasha Bukhari said
that the Jamait-ul-Ulema had issued
a fdtwa that all Muhammadans
should help the movement, They
would only get swaraj by receiving
bullets.

Chalisgaon, Jalgaon, Erandol, Shendurni
May
and Amalner are about the only places which could be considered centres
of disaffection. But all villages have their own two or three men who
take a eieat deal of interest in the movement. At the same time it is
very obvious 'that the only people who take a real interest in the moveBrahmins
and
Marwadis.
There
are
very
few
ment as a class
other Hindus who really understand what is going on and one or two
who take active part in the movement. The same can be said of the
Musi
is
realise
what
will
happen
to
Muslims. On
them should the Hindus get Swaraj with a big Hindu majority.
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Meetings held during the week include the following :

9th May

Attendance
(3)
250

Place

Date
(1)
1 th May

(2)

Amalner

•

•

Chopda

•

•

•

•

(4)

Advice to Hindus and Muhammadans
to come to an amicable Settlement
so that the good work of Swaraj
might be carried on without danger.
Speeches were also made on the boycott of foreign cloth, Sugar, tea and
liquor.

4,000

600

10th May

Do.

11th May

Do.

400

16th May

Adawad

300

13th May

Dharangaon ..

13th May

Erandol

14th May

Chalisgaon

11th May

Jalgaon City ..

«

Remarks

•

..

•

Speeches on the usual themes.

•

•

The people were advised to start a
no-tax campaign as in Bardoli.

•

Prabhakar Vithal Gokhale said that
the present fight would continue
until 1933, when a revolution would
start by the throwing of a bomb
which would drive all the Europeans out of India.
•

People were asked to break the forest
laws and boycott police by not allowing them in their house.

•

1

800

Ziprubuwa spoke on Hindu-Muslim
unity and stated the Government
had always tried to bring about factions by giving partial treatment to
ono or other party. He also referred to the Peshawar riots and
stated that 22 Pathans had been
murdered brutally and that among
them was a small boy of ten years,
but this Government had kept
quiet. When he asked the audience
whether they were willing to continue the Civil Disobedience Movement about 150 hands were raised.
He said that he got Rs. 700 from
Amalner, 38 persons promised to
give him monetary help.

2,000

Pandurang Sadashiv Sane gave an
account of the firing at Peshawar,
Madras, Calcutta and Karachi.

1,000

Sakharam Gopal Shendurnikar siaid
that the raid on the salt works at
Shiroda was that 400 maunds of
salt had been taken by volunteers.
The idea in all the speeches was to
softsoap the Muslims. They tried
to show that there was unity
between the Hindus and
Muslims
2
on account of Tyabji's following
Gandhi. Very few Muhammadans
attended the meeting.
Trimbak Singh gave a lecture on the
British Raj in India and advised
Government servants to resign.

1

S. S. Chitnis of Poona.
* Abbas Tyabji was a close associate of Gandhiji.

He was in Dandi march.
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West Khandesh, May 17.—Meetings
the following:

the week include

Date

Place

Attendance

Remarks

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

11th May

.

Dhulia

.

12th May

Dhulia

500

..

2,000

13th May

Do.

1,200

14th May

Do

2,000

15th May

Do

5,000

Dhulia

8,000

.

15th May

10th May

Ner, Police
Station
Dhulia

15th May

Shirud

•

•

•

•

9th May

.

Sindkheda

10th May

.

Dondaicha

•

•

200
200

Nardhana

16th May

14th May
9th May

500

300

..

Do
Head
Police
Station, Sakri.

400

500
200

.

Boycott of Government
servants.
Union between Hindus
and
Muhammadans.
Gandhi is an
incarnation of God and once the
Governor of Madras saw him
when he was prepared to resign.
All Government servants and Police
Patels should resign. Boycott of
foreign cloth.
Protest meeting against the arrest of
Abbas Alii. Boycott of foreign cloth.
Condemnation
of
Government's
action. Union between Hindus and
Muhammadans.
Protest meeting against the conviction
of V. R. Shinde of Poona. Shinde's
life story was narrated. Boycott of
Government servants.
Responsible officers should see the state
of mind of the people and report to
Government. They should bear in
mind that in Dhulia Such big audience
never assembled in any former agitation ; then was it not an indication
that Something was paining
our
hearts. Government should look to
this. Advice to young men not to go
to jail, but to work for the country
without courting imprisonment.
Boycott of
Government
servants;
enlistment of volunteers; collection
of funds for the expenses of satyagrahis.
Boycott of foreign cloth and liquor.
Forest and Salt Acts to be brokenVillage servants and Police to resign
or these should be boycotted.
Boycott of Government servants, monetary help to be given to Gandhi.
Non-payment of tax to Government.
Enlistment of volunteers ; collection off
funds ; boycott of foreign
goods;
right to demand freedom for selfGovernment.
Land revenue not
to be paid.
As Government did not listen to the
demands of Gandhi, he broke the law
and went to jail ; follow in his foot
steps.
Boycott of Government servants, liquor
and foreign cloth.
Do.
Do.
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Place

Date

Attendance

(1)
8 th May

(2)
Nandurbar

14th May

Nandurbar

13 th May

Shahada

14th May

.,

Taloda

Remarks

(3)

(4)
Boycott of Government
liquor and foreign cloth.

500

•

•

Servants,

900

Funds to be collected for the maintenance of the Satyagrahis.

600

Khadi to be used. Patels should resign.
Laws to be broken.

400

Khadi to be used. Tea should be boycotted.

May
As a result of Govind Hari Deshpande's arrest
and trial there was a certain amount of trouble in the town, and a large
gathering of sudents and admirers of the prisoner collected outside the
sub-jail, throwing stones and generally misbehaving. With the departure
of Deshpande however matters seem to have quieted down in Nasik
itself, and it seems that a dangerous agitator has bee
So for
no one has come forward to take his place.
changed to any great extent,
The situation in the district
imbers of meetings have been
about the same for the last week. Baglan taluka, Yeola and Nasik city
appear to be the chief centres where the movement is the strongest. But
on the whole the situation at the close of the week was easier in the
district.
Thre are no sijgns of the Muhammandan community taking any interest
in the movement.
During the week meetings either to congratulate Abbas Tyabji on his
arrest or en Swaraj and other such subjects have been held at the following places :
Date

Place

Audience

0)

(2)

(3)

Nasik
Igatpuri
Yeola ..
Do
Deolali
Chandwad
Malegaon
Satana
Do
Tarabad
Kalwaa

2,000
300
1,800

13th May
13th May
12th May
13th May
14th May
12th May
13th May
13th May
14th May
11th May
12th May

1930
1930
1930
1930
1930
1930
1930
1930
1930
1930
1930

..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..

*

1,200
200
200
600
200
1,500
200
500

May
—Disaffection and hostility to Government and to
Europeans are gaining ground
Western
Eastern
M
Western
May
One D. K. Limaye of Poona has also been
active in Western Division and has addressed meetings during the week
at Otur. The Gujars appear to be a very disaffected class, both
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in Junnar and Baramati talukas.
May
salt from some salty earth and sold a filthy mixture to certain simpletons
for Rs. 22.
36 meetings were held during the week, including the following :
Date

Place

Attendance

(0

(2)

(3)

I lth May

Reay Market,
Poona City.

300

11th May

Shaniwarwada,
Poona City.

200

11th May

Mit Ganj,
Poona City

13th May

Shaniwarwada,
Poona City.

Do
Do

•

%

Centre St.,
Poona
Cantonment

A-115—42-A.

i

(4)
•

•

Harolikar spoke contemptuously about
the British Government pointing
out that they (rulers of India)
derived 7 crores of rupees from
the salt tax which was the biggest
income that a nation ever got in
the
world. He prepared
salt
and said that all tyrannical laws
should be trampled down. P. S.
Sane from Amalner said that he
was leading a batch of 42 satyagrahis from Khandesh to Shiroda
and that they would either take
possession of the large stock of
salt at shiroda or their corpses
would be found floating over the
surface of the sea. He explained
to the youths that Japan and
France were made independent by
youths only.
K. Kanaskar attributed the violence
committed at Sholapur by the
Government and said that social
boycott should be effected on all
Government
Officials.
D. R,
Gupte referred to the atrocities
committed by the
bureaucracy
at Peshawar and Sholapur and
said that such measures would
prove futile. K. G. Pashankar said
that sources of income to Government must be stopped and they
must be made to live in India as
menials.

200

R. T. Wayal made a speech inciting
the Police to disaffection. The
other Speakers ^ advocated
the
use of Swadeshi articles, boycott
of foreign goods.

7,000

The speakers condemned
the
Government for the arrest of Abbas
Tyabji and V. R. Shinde, and
emphasized boycott of foreign cloth
and breaking forest laws and nonpayment of land revenue taxes.

600

Do.

Remarks

500

Do.
H. B. "Vaghire discussed the situation in Sholapur and condemned
the Police and
Military officials
for indiscriminate t firing and for
proclaiming Martial law.
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Date

Place

Attendance

(1)

(2)

(3)

(•

NanaPeth,
Poona City.

15th May
1

..

Remarks
(4)

500

V. B. Davre in the course of his
speech Said that Maharashtrians
need not be taught how the atrocities and repressions at Sholapur
etc., should be repaid,
that
1
Chaphekar brothers had already
taught this spirit by the murder of
Mr. Rand, that it was Maharashtra
alone that would obtain independence by bloodshed, that everybody should prepare himself, how
and for what he knew best, that
they would take no time to destroy
this repressive Government when
the proper time arrived.

1

•

•

.

1

•

•

I I...

*
' •
•
r"'
'
"ft

* 1

i
1

-•

-

• '

*I " ' *

1

1

•
9

*

•

•

a •

'

*

•

•

.

-

:
l

16th May
•

Shivaji Mandir,
Poona City.

500

Mrs, Durgabai JoShi from Aokla
read out a small book called
Women and the fight of independence and said that women came
forward only when there was injustice and repression everywhere,
and when they did so it would be
taken for granted that the tyrannic
rule was nearing its end.

200

The speakers discussed the Palestine
situation Saying that the Arabs
being harassed by the Jews with
the help of the British and said
how necessary it was for the
Muhammadan community to unite
and protect their religion.

•1
1
r

\

•

•
•

*
*

*

*
*

*

*

*

•

•
•

•
*

-

-

4

I 1

: •

Do.

Jumma Masjid,
Poona City.

*
•

;

i

f

i

!

•

\

i
•

>
1
'

•

Do.

•

, , Gaffur Beg
Street, cantonment.
Vetal Peth
#,

-

i

Do.
•

*

\

'

200

Do.

200

H. B. Vaghire blamed the Poona
Police for using their lathis against
small boys. He also Said that
some policemen were sitting in
the
Cantonment in a
betel
leaves shop when one of them
happened to spit accidentally on
the person of- a Sergeant who was
passing by. He got exasperated
and pointed his revolver at them.
The case then went to the
Magistrate's court where it was
compromised. Turning to the
Sholapur riots he said that the
Viceroy and Governor passed their
sympathy for the family of the two
Police constables who were killed
but spoke no word regarding the
number of innocent boys and persons that were afterwards killed
by the Police and the Military.

•

*

t

t

4
•

I

-

*

-

r '

•<

•
*
•

/

10th May
I

Goda

# s

>
•
>

pr.

r

1

-

i

i

•

•

•

•

500

•

•

Shinde criticised the policy of the
Government
and
asked
the
villagers to break the forest laws.

••

Damodar,
Balkrishna
and
VaSudeo
Chaphekars,
hanged
in
connection
with
the
murders
v
of W. a Rand and Charles'AyerSt (22 June 18973.

A-115—42-B.
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Date

Place

0)

(2)

4th May

Remarks

(3)

(4)

1,000

..

The speakers took advantage of this
crowd which had assembled there
for the Urus of Gaiband Shaha
Vali and exhorted the audience to
boycott foreign cloth and liquor.

500

..

D. S. Zirange asked the people to
unite and break all the unjust laws.

Do.
Indapur
600
I.
^^^^^^^^•^^^^•^^^^•^^^•H

The speakers explained the injustice
tne sale tax
were
also made to the atrocities committed at Sholapur.

13 th May
I

Kadus, Taluka
Khed.

Attendance

Saswad

The remaining 20 meetings were held with attendance
several places in the district.

below 400 at

H(6) Saiara, May 17^ Meeting
and this week reports the holding of about 10, in which the usual political
propaganda was preached. The arrest and conviction of Abbas Tyabji
and Vithal Ramji Shinde and the arnest of some leaders of this district
at Shiroda in Ratnagiri district, serving as pepper to their usual stalk
harangue. In some of these meetings contraband salt was as usual sold
and purchased by persons of no significance and the bonfires of
foreign caps and clothes usually ended the meetings.
The innovations this week are the preachings of breach of the forest
Laws to residents of tracts adjoining the forests, who are likely to be
benefited by this movement. Non-payment cf revenue and boycott
of Government servants was also preached at some of these meetings.
(7) Sholapur, May 17.—34 political meetings are reported during this
week. Owing to the Martial
and since the passing orders by the
District Magistrate prohibiting
there has been no meeting, or procession held in Sholapur city itself. All
these meetings were held in taluka places and other big villages in the
district.
They were held to support Civil Disobedience Movement, and to
protest against the arrests of Gandhi, Abbas Tyabji and Nehru. The local
leaders are advising the public to boycott Government officials and
specially the Police. This has naturally produced undersirable effects
and hatred towards officials is increasing day by day. One objectionable
meeting was the one held at Vairag (Barsi Taluka Police Station) on May 6,
attended by about 600 and presided by K. B. Diwakar. One Bapu
Shankar Dange of Jinti (Karmala taluka), said they shiuld destroy
railways, telegraph offices and stop provisions of Government officials;
in another meeting in the same village Diwakar said that they should take
to violence and stop supplies to Police. In consequence of this the
; had to vacate the lines and hide themse
Kohan
Mahadeo Krishnaji Joshi, Govind Anant
In
Vastram Gujar, Jamnadas Rajaram Gujar, Purshottam Trimbak Dughate
full swing and are
and Anna Tavanappa Jain kept the movement
|of saying
responsible for the agitation there. Joshi went
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(meeting of 13th May 1930) that the Karmala Police should when doing
their work remember the fate of the Police of Sholapur.
Following Sholapur, agitators at Valsang burnt and badly damaged
a portion of the roof of Police lines at Valsang. Arrests wer e made at
Valsang, Barsi and Pandharpur, which has for the present stopped the
movement but it appears it would be revived again.
Processions were arranged in many places fhroughiut the district. On
They abused
May 9, the procession
froint
police station and threw a few stones.
Processions were taken out in taluka places and other big centres
practically every day.
(8) Kolaba, May 17.—The salt movement as such appears to be losing
its/ attractiveness for the people generally, probably partly because the
evaporation method is realised to be uneconomical and partly because
such offenders has not obtained the notoriety they desired (it has not
so far appeared necessary to take action against the rank and file). It
remains to be seen what the next phase of the Civil Disobedience
Movement will be.
Large numbers of volunteers have left for outside centres, and those
who remained are mostly of this district. The final efforts for mass
civil disobedience at Pen on 10th May, and Alibag on 11th May had
no visible effect.
Local leaders at Panvel, Pen and Mahad continue to make antiGovernment speeches to reduced audiences.
The Mahad leaders appear to be continuing their efforts to popularise
civil disobedience in villages of the taluka.
(9) Ratnagiri, May 17.—The centre of activity in connection with the
Civil Disobedience Movement during the week has been directed to the
raiding of the salt works at Shiroda.
The District Magistrate succeeded in preventing the 116 volunteers from
landing at Vengurla and they had to return to Bombay without obtaining
their obiect.
May 15, and daily
batches of volunteers are leaving Shiroda for their homes and other
centres.
17 meetings
important :

were

held

during

the week of which the following are

' Date
11th May

Place
Shiroda

Attendance
..
1,000

8th May

Malwan

..

600

10th May

Do

..

500

Remarks
.. Dharmanand Kosambi advised the
audience to boycott Government
servants and not to pay taxe*.
.. Vishwanath Ganesh Kulkarni asked
the audience to • vigorously continue
the campaign and boycott shops,
picket liquor, etc.
.. Auant Vasudeo SahaSrabudhe informed the audience about the
raid on Shiroda salt works and
asked them to help the campaign
with men and money,

-
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Date
11th May

Place
Attenjance
Achra, Malwan
700
Taluka

14th May

Malwan

9th May

Ratnagiri

14th May

•

•

•

•

Do

500

1,300

625

t
12th May

Remarks
Khare advised the people to follow
the advice of Gandhi.

Phonda, taluka
Deogad.

400

•

•

•

•

Shankar Krishnaji Gawankar t discribed the situation at Shiroda
and the attack of police on Satyagrahis and their arrest.
Patwardhan
told the people the
several ways in which the campaign
was to be continued by breaking
law and they were asked to stick
to Swadeshi.
People were advised to continue the
work started by Gandhi who was
nothing short of an incarnation.
Jagannath Sonu Parkar
advised
the audience to boycott foreign
goods etc.

The remaining meetings were held at Vengurla, Shiroda, Malwan,
Kandavli, Kharepatan, taluka Deogad, Kasheli, taluka Rajapur,
Chiplun, and Anjarla, taluka Dapoli, and had an attendance below 300.
892. Funds.
(1) Thana, May 17.—Rs. 610 have been collected during the week in
the district.
(2) West Khandesh, May 77.—Collections for the satyagraha fund are
as under : —
Dhulia

Rs.

428

Shirad, taluka Dhulia

Rs.

51

Nandurbar

Rs.

3

•

•

(While the sum promised
was Rs. 458.)

(3) Satara, May 17.—This week's collection amounts to Rs. 325.
895. Resignations.
West Khandesh, May 17.—One Champaklal Jayakisandas Wani of
Navapur has resigned his membership on the Taluka Local Biard.
896. Government Sei
be
(1) Thana. May 17 The boycott of Government
cost
yi
77._The
Talathi
of
Meher,
Dhulia
Taluka,
ay
West
had to shift to Ner as he could not get any provision there. The
Police Patel is being pressed to resign. The villagers of Dhadna, Kasara,
Malpur and Dusana have decided to boycott Government servants.
These villages are under the Kakri policy station.
Mahad
Government
(3) Kolaba, May 77.—The boycott
is not so strict and the shopkeepers are considering the abolition of the
boycott.
897. Hartals.
(1) Thana, May 77.—Hartals were general after the arrest of Abbas
Tyabji and Mrs. Kamladevi Chattopadhyaya in the bigger towns on
Palestine day.

(2) East Khandesh, May 17.—Hartals were observed at the following
places : —
Mehunbara, Chopda, Asoda, Erandol, Bhadgaooi, Varangaon and
Bhusawal, on arrest of Gandhiji and Tyabji.
(4) Nasik, May 17.—A certain number of hartals or part hartals took
place during the week as a mark of resentment on the arrest of Abbas
Tyabji, attempts were made in Nasik itself to get the shopkeepers to
close but there was little success.
(5) Poona, May 17.—On May 13, there was a hartal and a procession
for the convictions of Abbas Tyabji and V. R. Shinde and the leaflet
issued in this connection did not purport to emanate from City Congress
Committee but from the Satyagraha Council, Poona. However, it advised
peaceful observance, abstention from cap snatching, omission* effigies,
aiming at the humiliation of any particular class of person. The procession kept to City limits and ended in the usual meeting at Shaniwar
Wada.
Hartal was observed at Poona City, S&swad and Indapur Taluka on
May 13, on account of the arrest of Abbas Tyabji and V. R. Shinde, on
May 7. hartal was also observed at Nhavra, Petha Sirur, on account of
arrest of Gandhi.
There was also a partial suspension of taxi services at one or two
places. Wiser counsels, however, seem to have prevailed at Satara Headquarters of the movement and a few other towns as no hartal was
observed there and business was carried on as usual.
(6) Satara, May 17.—Hartal was again observed in. some towns during
the week, consequent on the arrest of Abbas Tyabji and Vithal Ramji
Shinde.
(7) Ratnagiri, May 17.—Hartals were observed at several places in
the district on account of arrest of Gandhi and Abbas Tyabji.
899. Swadeshi.
East Khandesh, May 17.—Narayan Bankat Sheth held a private meeting of the cloth merchants of the town on May 14, and it was resolved
that no foreign cloth should be indented for six months.
Five motor drivers of public motors had a bonfire of caps on May 11 at
Bodwad. In the evening the same persons snatched caps of passersby
but no one was willing to give complaints. Departmental action is being
taken to suspend their public drivers' licence for two months.
900. Temperance Movement.
(1) Thana, May 17.—Liquor shop sales are falling, chiefly due to the
persuasion of satyagrahis and village panchayafe.
(2) East Khandesh, May 17.—Dr. Nilkanth Ganesh Sane went to
Lahore on May 10 and picketed the country liquor shop. He also
spoke on the evils of drink. Soon after the picketers left, the people
went to get their drink as usual.
r Picketing of the country liquor shop started in Jalgaon on May 14.
V. R. Sharma and T. H. Rajpur visited Savda on May 13 and held
their usual meeting.
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(3) West Khandesh, May 17 —On 9th May at the instance of the: local
leaders of the agitation, the Mukhis held a private meeting L at Dhulia
and decided to stop drinking. It was resolved that any Mukhi who
was found drunk would be fined Rs. 5 and whoever detected a Mukhi
drinking would get Re. 1 as reward. Similarly on 10th May the Malis
and Buruds of Dhulia also resolved to stop drinking.
Picketing of liquor shops continues throughout the district. At Dusana
under Sakri the servant of the liquor-shop is alleged to have been beaten
on 9th May but no complaint was lodged.
(4) Nasik, May 17.—In Satana taluka, picketing of the liquor shop is
in progress, but so far with no untoward result.
(5) Poona, May 17.—Picketing of liquor shops was started , by
B. M. Fulambrikar, municipal councillor in M^ngalwar Peth and Kasba,
on May 12 and afterwards became general in city and cantonment,
accompanied by jostling of customers by hostile crowds and bottle
snatching. The arrest of Pashankar and others on May 14 gave a check
to the rowdy tactics of the picketers.
(6) Sholapur, May 17.—Liquor shops were picketed at Karmala and
Pandharpur. In Pandharpur women took up the work from May 14 to 16.
It was also done in Valsang. Shops at Valsang were broken into.
(7) Kolaba, May 17.—Picketing of liquor shops is carried on at
several places in the district, particularly at Mahad. So far no trouble
has arisen in this connection.
*

:

-

-

907. Anti-Civil Disobedience Movement.
Sator a, May 17.—At a meeting held at Karad which was largely
attended by Marathas and Muhammadans, the president ( a local
Maratha) advised the audience not to participate in th© Civil Disobedience
Campaign. A Congress propagandist tried to speak at the meeting but
was not allowed to do so.
Meetings were held at Jagadyachiwadi, under Mundrul, Vita and
1
Karad. The first was presided over by Bagal , editor of the Hunter of
Kolhapur. Although he denounced the Civil Disobedience Movement,
he advised the villagers to boycott foreign cloth and liquor and to use
country cloth only and establish Arbitrary Courts. The second was
presided over by one Vithu Dadaji Patil of Vita. The speakers included
some municipal members and the local Mamlatdar and Doctor. They
advised the audience not to be beguiled by the present movement, but
~ to have respect for law and order.
v

•

916. Non-Brahmins and Civil Disobedience. ..
2
Satara, May 17.—The meeting of the Non-Brahmin Party was held on
May 14. A Committee was formed to report on the increased assessment by the 1st July. Although the consensus of opinion was not in
favour of the Civil Disobedience Campaign, still it was freely voiced that
with effect from the 1st June . ,the Non-Brahmins might co-operate, in
1

Madhavrao Bagal, Freedom Fighter and Social Thinker.
2 Chhatrapati Shahu (Rajarshi) was an architect of this party during his life time
(uptol922).

cloth shops and that the cutting
picketing of liquor shops and fo.
of the toddy trees was also in view. If these resolutions are brought
into effect there is every chance of the movement spreading amongst
the agriculturists, who having little or no knowledge of the tenets of the
creed of non-violence might resort to hooliganism.
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960. Civil Disobedience Movement, Agitation.
(1) Thana, May 24.—Demonstrations of preparing salt from sea water
took place at Manor and Hamrapur, but on a smaller scale than usual.
Raids on salt works have been expected daily at Bhyander and near
Belapur. The leaders have tried to get volunteers from Bombay to take
part. Agris from the villages between Ghansoli and Shivona in Thana
mahal have been collecting naitural salt, of which there are now large
deposits. When brought to Thana in large quantities it is confiscated.
Action is being taken against the Agris who are found with large loads
and this shows signs of preventing villagers from taking any further part
in the movement
The Congress headquarters for ithe district will be moved to Virar from
Arnala on the 26th instant. Salt propanganda is likely to cease from
that date. Breaking the Forest laws, non-payment of taxes, and boycott
of Government servants is advocated at meetings.
Meetings held include the following :
Date
Remarks
Place
Attendance
18th May
Sakharam Bhikaji Patil of Nandur
Bhivandi
. . 1,000
told the audience to remember
Gandhi's vow of not returning to
the m Ashram until his object was
achieved. The King was plundering India.
Hamrapur
1,500
21st May
Narayan Damodhar Devdhekar of
Umbargaon and Chottalal Ramdas
Shroff of Palghar exhorted the
audience not to be afraid of jail,
to break the oppressive laws, stop
drinking and to boycott foreign
cloth.
. . 300
Thana
22nd May
C. T. Randive of Thana and Ahmed
Haji Suleman of Kalva, Thana
Mahal, disagreed with other speakers who condemned the hooliganism at Sholapur,
•

I

•*

y

•

•

•

•
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The rest of ithe meetings were unimportant and need no comment
(2) Bombay Suburban District, May 24.—The attention of the Civil
Disobedience Movement is turning now towards liquor and foreign cloth
more than to salt.
The usual processions took place throughout the week, and spinning
of yarn was carried on in several of the chhawnis.
The salt law-breaking part of the movement seems to have died off
somewhat. New rumours that raids were going to be made on the pans
at Nahur and Ghatkopar were reported and necessary preparations were
made. Nothing, however, materialised.
Meetings held in the district include the following :
Date
(1)
21st Mav

Place
(2)
Ville Parle

300

19th May

Ghatkopar

500

1

Malad
22 nd May

..

Remarks

Attendance
(3)

..

Bandra

200

(4)

•

Speeches all contained garbled versions of the raids at Dharasna and
Shiroda and requests to the women
to picket liquor-shops.
Ganesh Laxman Joshi, Manager of
the factory, who presided said
that swaraj meant control by the
ryot over the Military, Police and
other Government offices.
The speeches were on the subject of
boycott of foreign cloth and liquorshops. Dr. Suratkar gave a speech.
Mahadeo Laxman Dahanukar of
Bandra condemned the terrible
atrocities committed by Government at Sholapur. Atrocities has
been committed on their sisters, and
old men and children had been
brutally fired on. He compared
the Indians with goats and lambs,
saying that it was shameful that
one Englishman ruled over 3,300
Indians. In conclusion he urged
the carrying on of the Congress
programme and the boycotting
of& foreign cloth aud liquor.

C

200

May 17.—Ahmednagar City and Camp remain the
main centre of disaffection* Sangamner and Kopargaon are being worked
up to Forest Satyagraha. Propaganda by local persons is constant at
ri, and endeavours are being made to spread
the disaffection to Shevgaon, Karjat and Jamkhed, but the audiences are
not large.
increase in the support to the movement from other
There is i
communities.
Meetings held include the following :
Balapur on 15th May
Sangamner on 15th May
Bhingar on 10th May
Karjat on 13th May
Rahuri on 12th May
Kopargaon on 13th May

Audience
900
•

•

«

•

•

•

•

•

•

1,000
2,000
1,000
2,000
2,000

The speaker at Sangamner and Kopargaon was Shankar Govind
Paregaonkar, a land-holder of Sangamner, who took a prominent part in
the Hindu-Moslem dispute at Sangamner and is now taking the lead with
Ramkrishna Buwa (Laxman Hari Varadkar) in trying to organise forest
satyagraha. Action is being taken against both.
(4) West Khandesh, May 24.—At Dhulia some boys tried to sell packets
of contraband salt on May 17 and 19, but nobody purchased any.
At a meeting of 500 on May 19 at Shirpur contraband salt was sold
by two persons and Narayan Shankarlal, Brahmin of Rajpur in Berwani
Slate purchased 24 packets. All of them were arrested and sent up.
Meetings held during the week include the following:
•

Bate
22nd May

Place
Dhulia

16th May

Ner, Police station, Dhulia.

9th May

500

1,200

Do.

Ner, Police Station, Dhulia.

400

Betawad, Police
station, Nardhana.

300

Mudawad,
Police-station,
Nardhana.
1
17th May .. Shirpur

200

21st May

•

*

18th May ..

Do.

•

•

*

20th May . .

Do.

Remarks
Ramchandra Nathuboa spoke about
the satyagraha campaign of Shiroda
where he himself had gone as a
volunteer.
Condemnation
of
Government for the arrest of
Sarojini Naidu, boycott of foreign cloth, and the spinning of
yarn at home, condemnation of
Government for the oppression in
Sholapur and also of the people
for being violent and causing the
death of policemenProtest against the arrest of Shankar
Sape of Dhulia, and boycott of
witnesses and Police.

Attendance
. . 1,000

•

•

•

•

A procession of Trimbak Udechand
Marwadi of Ner, was taken through
the village, then Balubhai Laxmidas
Mehta said : "There should not
be enemity against white and black
men. No one should fight with
armed men. One should behave
very humbly with them when they
will themselves throw their guns
away. Foreign goods should not
be brought".
Forest Act shold be broken. Nobody should give evidence and
nobody should buy anything if
attached by Government. As rainy
season had begun forest Act should
now be broken instead of the salt.
Boycott of liquor.
Cows should
be protected.

•

500

4,000

•

"*

*

•

•

•

•

•

Breach of forest and salt Act, picketing
of liquor shops, use of khadi
and
boycott of foreign cloth.
Breach of salt and forest laws and
enlistment of volunteers.
Muhammadans to join the Hindus.
Subscription to be raised for
the.
expenses of these who go to jail
for breaking laws.
Foreign goods to be
khaddar to be used.

boycotted

and

Date

Place

(1)
9th May ,

(2)

Attendance

•

(3)
200 .

Thalner
'F-

-

•

--

r,

•

t

20th May

Dondaicha, . .
Police Station
Sindkheda.
Sindkheda

300

22nd May . . Dondaicha,
Police Station
Sindkheda

300

21st May

400

•

*
•
•

1

Remarks

x

(4)
Salt Act should be broken, tea,
liquor and tobacco should be boycotted. All should prepare to goto jail by enlisting as volunteers.
Taxes on earth, fuel and water
were not good.
Boycott of toddy, liquor, opium and
ganja,
Government servants not
to be feared.
To be peaceful
Condemnation of * Government for
the arrest of so many persons.
Government
expressed
sympathy
for the policemen killed at Sholapur
but not for the people who were
killed. Shiroda satyagraha was described. Boycott of toddy, liquor
and foreign goods, trample down
the power of Government and do
not fear jail.
The
speakers remarked that in the
beginning the British behaved well,
but afterwards they began to suck
the blood of the people. Boycott
liquor, foreign cloth and Government servants. S ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H
Similar speeches to the above.
servants,
Boycott of Government
foreign goods and liquor.
,
Do.
Do.
Patels should resign, khaddar should be
used. Boycott of liquor,
foreign
cloth, tea and cigarette. 500
caps were burnt.
Some foreign caps and cloth
were
burnt.
1

23rd May . . Sindkheda
#.
16th May . . Kasara, Taluka
Sakri.
18th May . . Chhadwel
20th May . . Nizampur
18th May . . Aslod, Policestation
Shahada.
•

*

22nd May . .

600
600
400

•

•

19th May . .

400
400

Gogapur,
Taluka
Shahada.
Taloda

•

•

•

••

•

•

•

600

•

•

600

..

*

•

Khadi should be used, boycott of liquor
toddy and foreign goods, Patels
and Government Servants should
resign.

with audiences below 100. The speeches
meetings
9
were of the usual type.
(5) Nasik, May 24.—There appears -to be ilittle change in the general
situation, Krishnaji Vasudeo Kulkarni, a rice merchant of Nasik, and
one Mahadeo Balwant Gadgil, a cycle dealer were the only two prominent
figures in the meetings held at* Nasik in connection wit<li' the Civil
Disobedience Movement.
Meetings held include the following :
*

;

Date
(1)
1 5th May ..

Place
(2)
Nasik

16th May ..'

Do.

17th May...

Do.

•

#

•

•

Attendance
(3)
800
600

*

*

•

•

400

Remarks
(4)

.. }• General subjects.

j

•

j'
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Date

Place

Attendance

0)

(3)

(4)

22nd May ..

(2)
Satana

200

17th May ..

Yeola

2,000

Congratulatory meeting for arrest of
Mrs. Naidu.
Condemnation of Government over
the riots at Sholapur.

18th May
Do.
19th May
22nd May

Do.
..
Do.
..
Do.
..
.. Igatpuri

•

*

•

800
300
600

•

400

Remarks

•

•

•

•

J

•

Condemnation of Government over
the riots at Sholapur.
J

*>

(6) Poona, May 24.—Although
there is noticeable decrease in the
agitation in both the Eastern and Western Divisions, owing to tjhe
of Zirange and S. M. Joshi, further action appears to be
W onvictfons
necessary to check anti-forest law agitation in Junnar taluka and
Ambegaon peta.
On 19th instant, N . C. K d k a r presided over some 500 persons who
collected at Shivaji Mandir to hear G. S. Palsule, Nana Marathe and
Shankarrao Joshi on the Shiroda campaign. On being pressed to wear
a Gandhi cap, Kelkar bid Rs. 100 for a packet of Shiroda salt instead.
Again on 24th instant, Shiroda returnees spoke at Shaniwar Wada but
only got an audience of 150 and sold only 1 packet of salt for Re. 1.
Meetings held in connection with the Civil Disobedience Movement
include the following I
/%

Date

Place

Attendance

Remarks
^

(2)

(1)

18th May

Shaniwar Wada

18th May

19th May

Shaniwar Wada

..

Shivaji Mandir

(3)

(4)

1,000

There were two meetings, one followed
by the other. H. V. Tulpule told,
the students that they should sacrifice their lives on the altar of the
nation. He referred to the Martial
Law at Sholapur and remarked
how unjust and tyrannic it was.
Popatlal Shah criticised Government. On one side, he said, the
satyagrahis are being harassed,
lady volunteers maltreated, Gandhi
caps snatched away, national flags
seized, and on the other side
leaders were expected to preseive
non-violence. He
preached the
necessity of boys below 16 taking
up the Swadeshi Movement.

1,000

600

This was ladies meeting. Mrs
Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya was
congratulated on her conviction
and Swadeshi was discussed.
•

•

Shiroda campaign was described in
details and salt brought from
Shiroda was offered for sale. The
total sum thus got being Rs. 167.
It was at this meeting that N. C.
Kelkar was invited by a small boy
to wear Gandhi cap instead of the
pagri he had on his head.

#
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Date

Place

Attendance

(0

(2)

(3)

19th May

I"

21st May

•

22nd May

..

t

Govind Halwai
Chowk

Tilak Maha
vidyaiaya

1 000

Shivaji Mandir

2,000

Shivaji Mandir

14th May

Ambegaon

500

14th May

Ambegaon

2,500

..

(4)

300

250

24th Mav

Remarks

Ramchandra Rathi and R. G. Harshe
spoke on the benefit that India
would derive by boycotting foreign
goods. Popallal Shah spoke on the
Viramgam t atrocities.
Haribhau
Vaghire laid great stress on the
discipline of volunteers. He alleged
that in Sholapur the Military broke
open the tops and committed
other atrocities.
N. C. Kelkar pointed out how futile
the efforts of Lord Lytton were in
checking the spread of
Hindi
Newspapers and how the Press
Act took its
birth in
1910
after Mr. Rand was murdered.
He then commented on the Press
Ordinance and read a portion
from the prescribed essay of V. S.
Chiplunkar and also from his own
book, Tilak's Trial of 1908. Others
followed him and read portions
from various proscribed
publications.
Before the actual procession arranged
for commemoration of Sholapur
Day started H. V. Tulpule addressed
a meeting in which he condemned
the attitude of the Military authorities at Sholapur for burning the
national flag and Gandhi cap,
and for proclamation of Martial
Law without the consent of the
Viceroy. The procession of 20,000
persons after passing
through
Cantonment came to
Shaniwar
Wada where Tulpule congratulated
the crowd on their orderly behaviour
and announced to the audience
that volunteers would be sent
to Sholapur with national flags
to perform flag satyagraha.

•

•

Speakers said that the pleader class
always took a foremost part in
any movement, and there was
no harm in their taking part in
the Civil Disobedience Movement.
A Bar Conference would meet in
Bombay to decide the question of
joining the civil disobedience or
not.
Professor Dongre
requested the
villagers to become Congress
members by paying annas 4.
This crowd had gathered to attend
the fair of Goddess Muktabai
S. M. Joshi asked the villagers to
break the Forest Law.

Besides the above meetings, five others were held as under : 3 in Poona
•
1
at
Narayangaon,
Junnar
taluka;
1
at
Lonawala.
The
subjects
city ;
boycott
discussed at these meetings were
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(7) Satara, May 24.—There was a decrease in the number of meetings
from 70 to 30 during the week under report. Although the usual
propaganda was preached in these 30 meetings, contraband salt was sold
at only two by youngsters and no attention was, therefore, paid to it.
The towns of Satara, Karad, Wai and Vita, which had come so much into
the limelight since the beginning of the campaign, were conspicuous by
their silence during the week under report; there being only one
meeting at Satara, and that too, for relating the tale of woe experienced
by the Shiroda satyagrahis in, the Ratnagiri district. It was also then
declared that picketing of liquor shops would commence after May 22,
but apparently, owing to lukewarm support from the public in general,
nothing of that sort was put into action.
A batch of seven volunteers from Bombay traversed this district on foot
during the week giving their usual lectures to the residents of the villages
visited by them. They were, it is understood, bound for Bangalore.
The Shiroda camp of volunteers having been broken up, several
volunteers have returned, back and it is understood that they have been
distributed in outlying talukas for spreading the Civil Disobedience
Movement in all corners of the district.
As anonymous poster was exhibited in the Sadar Bazaar at Satara to
the effect that the volunteers intended to cut down the toddy trees
belonging to Khan Bahadur Cooper, on a certain day and time. Nothing
of the kind materialised or has taken place up to the present. The whole
affair appears to be a hoax.
From the trend if events it would appear that frantic efforts are being
made in every possible direction to gain the support of the agriculturists
by exaggerating the seriousness of the present situation, and this largely
depends on the non-Brahmin leaders making common cause with the Civil
Disobedience Campaign. Great pressure is being brought to bear on
them from all sides to decide one way or the other. The non-Brahmin
leaders are going to meet at Deur, a village about 40 miles from Satara,
on May 25 to arrive at some final decision. A general meeting is also
going to be held at Satara on May 31. Developments are being closely
watched
(8) Sholapur, May 24.—Thirteen meetings were held in this district
during the week ; three in Madha, two in Barsi, two in Karmala and
six in Pandharpur in connection with the arrest of Kamaladevi
Chattopadhyaya and the Civil Disobedience Movement. A summary of
the important meetings is given below \
•

*

i

•

*

*»

Date

Place

Attendance

(1)

(2)

(3)
O

17th May

..

Karmala

24th May

.,

Pandharpur . f

-

Remarks

• '

)

(4)

'J

..

500

..

K. M. Joshi, Chief Municipal Officer,
urged civil disobedience and blamed
Government for the action, they
took in Sholamir when toddy
trees were being cut down.

,.

Balkrishna Rao, volunteer described
the British as dacoits an4* thieves,
t

*

•
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(9) Kolaba, May 24.—The movement on the whole is losing strehgtb,
although it has spread to a few of the villages of Mangaon and Roha
talukas, notably Goregaon and Nizampur.
The manufacture illicit salt has ceased. Activities of followers of
the movement are chiefly centred in speech-making, boycott of foreign
cloth and picketing of liquor shops.
At Pen although the camp is broken up and boycott of Government
servants has ceased, picketing of liquor shops and anti-foreign cloth
agitation still continue.
Mahad is somewhat quieter, and picketing and boycotting has not been
so vigorous. However, agitators keep moving about the taluka.
(10) Ratnagiri. May 24.—After the lathi charges at Shiroda on the
evening of May 15, the raiding on the salt depot died a natural death.
With the exception of about half a dozen volunteers, all the rest have
left Shiroda. Two lorry loads of volunteers came to Shiroda on May 21,
from Nipani but after about an hour's halt returned.
The boycott of Government servants at Shiroda and Vengurla has been
completely removed, there is still a partial boycott against the Police
at Ratnagiri.
During the last week the situation has returned more or less to its
normal condition throughout the district.
On May 23 the villagers of Deobaug and Bobar in the Malwan taluka,
threatened to raid the salt awar at Deobaug but on the advice 0 f some
of the satyagrahi leaders from Malwan, they were restrained from carrying
out their object. But on the same night the salt awar was mysteriously
set on fire. The matter is being investigated by the police.
Out of the 317 satyagrahis arrested at Shiroda, adtion is being taken
against 36 under Sections 379, 411, 117, I. P. C. and 47, Salt Act. The
remainder have been remanded under Section 344, C P. C , and are to
be released at intervals in batches of 10 or 20 and sent away to their
homes.
The important meetings held in the District include the following:
'

Date

Place

Attendance

Remarks

0)

(2)

(3)

(4)

15th May 1930

Shiroda

16th May 1930

Do.

18th May 1930

Vengurla

20th May 1930

Malwan

•

•

•

•

600

Pandit, a volunteer, advised the
people to be non-violent.

500

The future programme of raiding
Salt was stopped and people were
advised to be non-violent.

500

Atmaratn Krishnaji Pandit explained
the work of AppaSaheb Patwardhan
in connection with
bringing
contraband Salt from Goa.

700

•

•

Vishwanath Ganesh Kulkarni referred to the campaign at Shiroda
and condemned the action of
Government in
beating
the
satyagrahis.
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*

pato

Place

Attendance

Remarks

(1)

(2)

(?)

21st May 1930

Deobaug

..

300

..

The people were advised to be nonviolent and not to steal the salt
but to openly bring it,

17th May 1930

Ratnagiri

..

390

..

The pleaders were remarked on for
not having given up their practices
and the people were requested
to boycott foreign cloth and
picket liquor shops.

(4)

4 meetings, viz. 3 at Shiroda and 1 at Vengurla were held during the
week with an audience below 150. The speeches were qn the usual
subjects.
962. Funds.
(1) Tliana, May 24.—Rs. 110 were collected during the week in the
district.
(2) Bombay Suburban District, May 24.—Rs. 236 have been collected.
(3) Ahmednagar, May 17.—The total amount collected during the week
is Rs. 354-3-0.
(4) West Khandesh, May 24.—Rs. 585 were collected during the week
in the district.
(5) Satara, May 24.—The collections this week are about Rs. 115 only.
966. Government Servants, Boycott of.
(1) Bombay Suburban District, May 24.—The Gujerathi community are
considerably disturbed over all the arrests that have taken place, and in
consequence loathe the police. It has been settled at Versova that
anyone giving anything to the Police will be fined Rs. 50.
(2) Poona. May 24.—As a result of the arrest of D. S. Zirange, the
Saswad people held a procession of 1,000 persons. The same night
Narhar Laxman Powar, Vishnu Tukaram Shedge, Dalichand Narayan
Marwari, Chunilal Rupchand Marwadi, Bhanudas Narayan Kavitkar, and
Chandanmal Rupchand Marwadi met at the house of Chandanmal and
resolved on complete boycott of all Government servants of Revenue,
Police and Forest Departments. They appointed volunteers to spy on the
traders of the town and fixed Rs. 51 as the fine for supplying goods to
Government servants.
*

*

*

*

969. Resignations.
West Khandesh, May 24.—Police Patels of ten villages in Shahada
taluka have resigned. The tenure of office of some of these Patels had
nearly expired.
Gulabchand Shet of Dhulia has resigned his Bench Magistrateship and
has returned his title of Rao Saheb.
970. Hartals.
(1) Thana, May 24.—Hartals were observed in larger towns for Sholapur
Day and the Press Ordinance Day.
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(2) Bombay Suburban District, May 24.—A partial hartal was held at
Borivli, Malad, Santa Cruz and Ghaikopar owing to the arrest of leaders ;
while the grain shops of Khar, Bandra, Ghatkopar and Chembur were
closed foi some time on May 23 in accordance with the resolution passed
by the Bombay Grain Merchants' Association.
(3) Ahmednagar, May 17.—Hartals were observed at Ahmednagar city,
and camp, Sangamner, Belapur, Nevasa Kd., Akola, Parner, Kharda,
Shevgaon and Shrigonda on account of the arrest of Abbas Tyabji,
(4) Nasik, May 24.—Hartals are reported from Jaikheda on 14th May
and Nampur on 15th May on account of the arrest of Abbas Tyabji.
(5) Sholapur, May 24.—Hartals were observed in various places in the
district to protest against the arrests of Abbas Tyabji and Sarojini
Naidu.
(6) Ramagiri, May 24.—Hartals were observed at Malwan (18 May)
and Khed (16 May).
972. Hoisting of National Flag.
Nasik, May 24.—The question of hoisting the National flag over
the municipal office and training volunteers has been under discussion and
efforts have been made to get the public to interest themselves in these
matters.
973. Anti-Civil Disobedience Movement.
(1) Poona, May 24.—At a meeting held in the Poona Cantonment on
behalf of Anjuman Ittehad Islam, the Muhammadans resolved not to take
part in the Civil Disobedience Movement, and decided to select delegates
for the Round Table Conference. Audience numbered 100.
(2) Satara, May 24.—As a counter propaganda against the Civil
Disobedience Campaign, two public meetings were held this week at
1
Lonand in Koregaon taluka and at Sawlaj in Tasgaon taluka. At the
latter place a peace league was also formed.
974. Swadeshi.
West Khandesh, May 24.—Merchants of Taloda had a meeting when it
was decided that no foreign cloth should be ordered.
975. Students' Swadeshi Union: Formation of a
Poona, May 24.—18th instant was observed as students' day and a
students swadeshi union has been formed. A procession of some 500
students and women went round in protest against Mrs. K.
Chattopadhyaya's arrest and, Tulpule, the municipal president!, presided
at meeting at Shanwar Wada at which Popatlal Shah, J. S. Karandikar,
and two youngsters spoke. The effect of the agitation on the small boys
of Poona appeared the following evening, when one of them very much
annoyed N. C. Kelkar, the veteran leader of Maharashtra, by offering him
a Gandhi cap to replace his pagri when he was making a speech at a
Shiroda salt meeting.
976. Temperance Campaign.
(7) Thana, May 24.—Liquor shop picketing is likely to be commenced
actively soon.
1

Now in P M t a n taluka.
A. 115—43-A.

*

h

May 24.—Picketing of live liquor shops
was commenced on the evening of May 22 by five parties containing nine
women in each. This was continued each day. So far this has caused
no excitement except that the Christian habitues of these toddy shops
alarm the women picketers with their language. The liquor shops in
Chembur was picketed by some volunteers and women from 10-30 to
Ali
8-30 p.m.
West Khandesh, May 24.—Picketing of liquor shops continues
throughout the district, but has slackened at Shirpur.
(4) Nasik, May 24.—Picketing of liquor shops continues at Mulher and
Nampur under Jaikheda police station in Satana taluka, so far without
trouble arising, but the sales of liquor are said to have dropped at these
places.
(5) Poona, May 24.—Liquor picketing has been discontinued during the
week. The witnesses in the case against Pashankar and others for
beating a Pathan change their statements in Court and Pashankar was
discharged, and the case against the others was compounded, most of the
witnesses were employees of Kedari, the 'liquor contractor, who was one
of the loudest in complaining of the violence of the picketers at the
beginning of the campaign.
(6) Kolaba. Mav 24.—Picketing of liquor shops remains quite peaceful.
982. Press Ordinance.
Poona, May 24.—In pursuance of this, there was a procession of 600
persons from the Aryabhu^han Press, Yerandavana to Shivaji Statue on
0th. P. P. Kukade made a speech. All presses were closed on 20th
and 21st and the news boys went round shouting to boycott the Times of
India and the Indian Daily Mail.
On 22nd evening N. C. Kelkar presided at a meeting of about 1,000 in
the Tilak Smarak Mandir to protest against the Ordinance by reading
extracts from prescribed books. The object was to show how unobjectionable in the main the book* were. Kelkar argued that it was open to
Government to proscribe objectionable portions without damaging the
cause of literature by proscribing the whole. Nothing inciting to rebellion
on violence was read.
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1018. Civil Disobedience Movement, General Summary.
East Khandesh.—The public continue to attend meetings but show less
interest. N. G. Sane and Ziprubuwa alias S. S. Chifnis are active.
Shendumi
A-115—43-B.
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and Dharangaon. Ziprubuwa advises policemen to resign, that Hindus
and Muslims should unite and that land revenue should not be paid.
Under Shendurni Police Station Shankar Sadashiv Joshi and Shankar
Waman Joshi have both been saying at meetings that no country ever got
Swaraj
without
bloodshed
and bloodshed was inevitable. The
Muhammadans hold aloof.
Sholapur.—The Muharrum
Martial
The most important event of the week was the trial and sentencing to
1
death of four accused in connectiin with the murder of two police
constables on May 8.
A brief statement on the general situation at Sholapur is given below:
Situation at Sholapur.
- •

i

*

*

In connection with the recent riots, 11 cases have been registered in the
City Police Station, five in connection with liquor shops, two for chowkies,
Mangalw
one for the main riot with the
Chowki
Bazaar (one liquor shop and one Municipal Chowki). In addition a case
has been registered in the Taluka Police Station in connection with the
cutting of toddy trees.
So far attention has been concentrated on the following cases: —
1. Main Riot with murder.—In this case four ringleaders have just
been sentenced to death by the Special Sessions Judge. 60 persons in all
are implicated and except the four who have been sentenced they have
been absconding since the commencement of Martial Law. Warrants, of
arrest have been issued against 22 persons, so far.
2. Burning of Sessions Court.—5 arrests have been made ; further
9 persons are implicated but are absconding.
3. House trespass and anon at tite Police, Station.—Seperal persons
are implicated but are all absconding.
4. Burning of the toddy and liquor shops.—These are parts of one
transaction and will be combined in one case.
The investigation has been very difficult as the bulk of the Hindu
population is not out to give any assistance and any Muhammadan
evidence has to be carefully scrutinised to ensure its freedom from
memories of the former communal riots.
The morale of the City Police is not yet restored. For instance
unarmed Constables are unwilling to stay in? chowkies at night without an
armed escort, and two men who have given evidence
have applied for transfer as they are afraid of their lives being in danger.
As regards the National Flag Satyagraha, so far (up to June 6 ) 51
volunteers have appeared, of whom six have been prosecuted and
45 deported under orders of the Military Commander. As there are no
funds for the sending of deportees back by rail they have been escorted
some distance out of Municipal area and then released. Fantastic
4

Mallappa Dhanshetti, Jagnnath Jadhav, Shrikisan Sarada ajid Kuruban- HuSsain,
the martyrs of Sholapur.
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stories have appeared in the Vernacular press as to beatings, etc., but
these are false.
1019. Agitation.
(/) Thana, May 31.—21 meetings were held during the week, most of
them being to wind up the salt campaign. Contractors were advised not
to take part in the forthcoming toddy, liquor and forest auctions.
Demonstrations of manufacturing salt took place at Dahanu, Virar,
Kalyan and Murad, the audiences being 1,000, 500, 800 and 2,500
respectively. Where no salt Water was available, packets were put in the
water before boiling.
About 20 maunds of natural salt were confiscated on 25th May 1930
fmm villagers mostly women, and children, of Ghansoli, Gotivli, and
Shirona, who were bringing it to Thana. There are big natural deposits
at these places and the villagers usually store illicit salt before the monsoon
begins. Action taken against one villager, found carrying over a maund
of natural salt has frightened the villagers and further action is being
taken, which is likely to result in them cutting adrift from the movement.
Several raids on salt works were attempted, on small scale, by villagers
at Bassein and Bhayandar. These were dealt with quietly to prevent
publicity. The raids were unsuccessful.
(2) Bombay Suburban District, May 31.—Less and less attention is
being paid to the question of salt, though the Gujerathi leaders are not in
favour of discontinuing i t
A certain number of people from Ghatkopar and Kurla went to see the
salt raids at Wadala on May 25. A man from Kurla was hit by a bullet,
und it is reported that several Ghatkopar people were injured.
Meetings were held at Ville Parle, at three places under Ghatkopar
Police Station, four under Borivli and three at Versowa under Andheri
Police Station. The audiences ranged from 15 to 100, except at Ghatkopar
where the audience was 4,500. The subjects of the speeches were the
raid at Dharasana, the question of defying the national flag order at
Sholapur, boycotting of foreign cloth and liquor and condemning the
oppression practised on the people by Government. The subject nt a
meeting of 70 Christians was the boycott of liquor and foreign cloth.
Piocessions took place throughout the week, but they were not so
frequent nor so well attended as in the previous week.
Tt is reported that two private meetings were held in Bombay on Mav
24 and 30 in which the movement was reviewed. Tt was decided, in spite
of the unwillingness of the Gujerathi leaders, to discontinue breaking of
the Salt Law owing to losses, and the struggle should be continued in the
no tax campaign and picketing. A report on the present picketing with
a suggestion that it should be continued vieorouslv in Maharashtra was
1
drawn up and signed, bv Pandit Sundarji. This report was submitted to
V, T. Patei and Pandit Motilal Nehru.
(3) Ahmednagar. May 24.—Ahmednaear citv and camp, and Belapur
continue *o hold frequent meetings which attract lan?e audiences. Tn
PaV.it SMnderlaf, who came to limelight from the Nn^pur Congress of December 1920.
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other parts of the district, agitation is fitful and mainly generated by
outside agitators.
Meetings were held in the district as shown below :
3 at Ahmednagar camp (May 18, 21 and 22). Attendance 1,500,
2,000 and 1,500.
1 at Pathardi (May 22). Attendance 600.
4 at Ahmednagar city, Ma)y 19, 20, 22 and 23. Attendance 3,000,
400, 5,000 and 2,800.
(4) East Khandesh, May 24.—The public give their support to the
meetings simply to hear what is said and not that they believe in all that
is said. They are getting a little tired of having continually to put their
hands in their pockets for each speaker who holds a meeting. The
Hindus, chiefly Brahmins and Marwadis, continue to be the only class
who take any interest in the movement. The Muslims for the great part
do not even attend the meetings.
Meetings held in the district include the following :
Date

Place

Attendance

Remarks

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

22 nd May
19th May

Jalgaon
• Asoda

•

•

800

•

600

21st Mav 1930

Jamner

20th May

Shendurni

Nil

21st May

Do.

Nil

22nd May

Chopda

400

Erandol

700

18th May

•

«

•

•

•

•

t

Dr. K. B. Antrolikar of Sholapur
spoke on the Sholapur riots.
G. K. Patwardhan and Moropant
Anant criticised the administration
of the present Government and
asked the audience to help the
Congress by supplying volunteers
and money.
The Police were advistd not to act
as traitors but to resign and join
the Civil Disobedience Movement.
Sadash v CJOV nd Oak gave utterance
to the fable about Gandhi having
disappeared from the Yeravda jail
for 3 hours. Chunilal
Gopal
Marwadi said that he believed the
story as Gandhi was a super-human
being. He also asked the audience
not to pay land revenue or any
other taxes.
t
Shankar Waman Joshi said tha
bloodshed was inevitable.
Protest
against
the arrest
of
Mrs. Naidu was made and Dattatraya Hari Desai addressed the meeting eulogising the services of the
leaders who were now in jail, and
condemning the action of Government.
Boycott of Government
servants
was preached. It was declared
that a social boycott was put on
the Police Patel, Mansingh, as he
instigated the Bhils to drink.
NOTE:—A
similar
meeting was
held the next day also with an
attendance of 700.
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i Date

Attendance

(2)

(3)

Pachora

200

N. G. Sane made a speech which
was
decidedly
inflammatory.
Hartalkar also spoke in the same
strain.

Chalisgaon

500

Hari Vinayak Pataskar said that
steps were being taken to appeal
against the conviction of G. B.
Bliutekar. : Sakharam
Gopal
Shendurnikar after eulogising the
work of Bhutekar advised the
people to boycott foreign cloth,
liquor, etc.

(1)
19th May

Remarks

Place

(4)

•

18th May
' .

'

*

•

Do.

22 nd May

300

This was a protest meeting against
the action of Government in taking
repressive measures at Sholapur.
Bapu Laxman Thatte said that the
police should be maae to resign

500

Atmaram Modak advocated the nonpayment of taxes on the grounds
that by doing so the Government
treasuries would be emptied, and
consequently Government servants
would have to resign. M. V, Kale
commented on the conviction of
Bhutekar and said that no offence
had
been committed. He also
advocated the boycott of Government officials as this would make
the Government servants listen to
them.

.

Andhcri

18th May
*

'.

»

*

—Volunteers are gradually returning from
(5) East Khandesh, May
Ratnagin and Ville Parle. These persons are of no importance but they
are now able to get up and spout to the public of what they did in the
Public support continues to be only coming
Great War for Inde
Marwad
The Muslims are still keeping out
from the Brahmins
of it on the whole.
Meetin
* i

Date

•

Place

Attendance

(2)

(3)

(1)
•

Remarks
(4)

•

27th May

Jalgaon

30th May

Do

•

250

This was a women's meeting
to
congratulate Mrs. Naidu on her
arrest and conviction.

1,000

Pandit Shankarlal appealed to all
Indians to join the movement,
tyasant Ramchandra Sharma of
Jalgaon again made a violent
speech.

%

1

. Actually many non-Brahmins and non-Marwadis had gone for Shiroda Satyagraha
from East Khandesh,

m
Date
(1)

Place

endance

(2)

Remarks

(3)

27th May

Kedgaon

200

25th May

Erandol

800

24th May

Lohara

300

(4)

The audience was advised to use
khaddar, spin on the charka, boycott foreign cloth, liquor and tea.
•

Ratanlal Shet gave an account of
what he had Seen in the raid on
the Shiroda salt works. Resolutions congratulating Mrs. Naidu
and Nariman on their arrest and
convictions were passed.

•

N. G. Sane spoke on the boycott
of foreign cloth and of Government servants, especially the Police:
He also advised the landowners to
refuse to pay any land assessment.

(6) West Khandesh, May 31.—The following meetings were held in the
district during the week :
Date

0)
6th May

Place
(2)
Dhulia

Dhulia

27th May

Ner, Policestation,Dhulia
Taluka

25th May

27th May
29th May

Songir

Remarks

(3)
100

(4)

Congratulations
to
Gulabchand
Shet for returning his title of Rao
Saheb and for resigning the post
of Honorary Magistrate. Salt and
fodder have been created by God,
Man has no authority to control
them. Now forest law should
be broken. This movement has
spread widely. Boycott Police and
British
goods. Enlistment
of
Picketers, Muchate sang ballad
on people of Ner.

3,000

28th May

26th May

Attendance

^ ..

Shirpur

250

Dondaicha

Sindkheda

400

•

British rule was oppressive.
On
account of several sects in India
it was difficult to have any revolution, but Gandhi had found a way
out of it. Non-co-operation was
the weapon. Boycott Police who
treated satyagrahis cruelly.

•

•

225
1,000

200

•

•

•

•

Trimbak Udechand Marwadi advocated boycott of foreign sugar
and cloth.
Do not drink, spin yarn,
Gangadhar Shankar Kulkarni was
now to be appointed as a Secretary
for the Taluka Congress Committee,
but he absented himself so Shankar
Sadashiv Shimpi was appointed.

•

Boycott of cigarettes, tea and liquor
spin yarn, use khadi, have union.
Muhammadans should
join.
•

•

Muhammadans should take part in
the movement. Boycott of liquor
and Government servants. Use
of Khadi., Oppressive laws to be
broken without fearing jail.
*

*

*

26th May

Place
(2)
Prakasha

23rd May

Taloda

Date
(1)

*

Attendance
•

(3)
4 JO

#

•

V

400

"

Do.

28th May

•

400

•

(4)
Boycott of foreign cloth and liquor
an-i use of Knadi.
Boycjtt of foreign goods, toddy and
liquor; use of Khadi. Government servants and Patcls should
resign.
Boycott of liquor, etc. Chhotala1
Maganlal has resolved to fast til
drinking is stopped.

U) Nasik, May 31.—During the week under report a party of volunteers,
passed through Sinnar en route to Sangamner, Ahmednagar district, on
May 28 to join the Forest Act disobedience movement which is being
inaugurated at Nandur en route. Five of the party were from Nasik
itself and the sixth came from Jaikheda, Satana taluka. They were all
young men, three Brahmins and three Marathas.
During the week Shankar Ganpat Shevale, a Sub-Government Prosecutor
at Satana, and Vithal Balwant Pathak of the same place, appear to have
been taking a leading part in getting up meetings to further the
movement.
The situation, however, shows no great change. Most interest still
appears to be taken in Satana and Yeola talukas, where a number of
meetings have been held. The movement is not supported by other
communities.
Meetings held include the following :
Place
(2)
Nasik

Date
(1)

22 nd May
'

Attendance

Remarks

(3)
1,000

(4)

•

23rd May

•

•

Yeola

100

•

•

i
i

•

To condemn the repressive policy of
Government at Sholapur and to
congratulate Mrs. Naidu
and
Nariman on their arrest.
This meeting was held in connection
with f jrest satyagraha at Sangamner.

Meetings were also held during the week: as below :—3 at Satana, with
audiences 1,000, 700 and 400; at Yeola, with audiences 1,500 and 800 ;
1 at Igatpuri with an audience of 500 ; and 6 meetings with attendance
below 500 at other places.
(8) Poona, May 31.—Meetings held include the • following : —
Date

0)
5th May
i

I

'

Place
(2)
Shaniwar Wada

Attendance
..

(3)
600

Remarks
(4)
•

•

D. R. Gupte, R. V. Rabale and H. V.
Tulpule condemned the lathi raj
of the Police and said that
no one should attend the Round
Table Conference without Gandhi.
Professor Dongre told the audience
not to read the Simon Commission's
report. V. B. Harolikar spoke on
the alleged police atrocities on
women at Viramgam and the
Military maltreatment of Sholapur
women.
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Date

Place

(1)

(2)

Remarks

Attendance
(3)

25th May

Shivaji Mandir

27th May

Shauiwar Wada

(4)
300

«

800

..

400

•

•

Though this was one of the Spring
Lectures series, Principal G. C. Mate
compared the British Raj to the
Demon Ravan and India's freedom
to Sita Devi who was kidnapped
by Ravan. He
then
likened
Gandhi to Ram who had to fight
with Ravan to free his wife Sita.

•

•

G. S. Joshi condemned the action
of the # Military in dishonouring
the national flag by trampling it
down.
H. Vaghire criticised the
Bhala for its strictures on Gandhi
and said that Government official
and such traitors should be boycotted. N. R.Bamangaonkar spoke
on the Martial Law at Sholapur
and the alleged indiscriminate firing
on the peaceful and non-violent
people
of
Sholapur. K. G.
Pashankar touched on the Police
lathi-raj.

•

'

27th May

Shivaji Mandir

28th May

Ravi war Peth

G. S. Patwardhan in the course of
his speech said that it was a wonder
to see only 2 lakhs of foreigners
rule 30 crores of people.
Popatlal Shah read an article from.
Gujerathi Young India on the Lathi
Raj at Viramgam and said that
the Indians were enraged at the
lathi-raj of the Police who were
helping the Government to rule
over them. Others spoke on the
Martial Law at Sholapur.

500

29th May

Vetal Peth

..

300

30th May

Shauiwar Wada

700

G. S. Joshi said that volunteers must
come forward to visit villages and
create an awakening amongst the
villagers to break the Forest Laws.
Professor Dongre said that picketing of liquor shops should cease
and cloth picketing be left to
women.
•

•

H. V. Tulpule after he made mention
of the new order passed by the
District Superintendent of Police
regarding taking out processions
and holding of meetings for which
a permit was to be obtained, said
that the convictions of Joshi and
Karve were not right as there was
no breaking of the Forest Laws
when they took out processions.

a
further
drop
in
The
(9) Satara, May
the number of meetings from 30 to 20, and the general ftone of the
speakers appears to have somewhat softened down. There was only
a solitary instance of contraband salt being sold #nd of a bonfire of foreign
clothes having been arranged. Owing to the suspension of the satyagraha
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at the Shiroda Salt base, the enthusiasm evinced in this pioneer Civil
Disobedience Movement is gradually waning and to obviate this, steps
are being devised by Congress authorities to divert the attention of the
volunteers towards the national flag satyagraha at Sholapur, the forest
satyagraha at Sangamner in Ahmednagar district and the salt raids at
Dharasana. The latent element of mischief and resistance to law and
order thus continues to exist, though in a less acute form than before.
(10) Sholapur, May 31.—8 meetings were reported during the week of
which four were too late to be embodied in the last week's report. Ot
these, three were held in Pandharpur town on the 26th, 27ith and 28th
instant. K. N. Shah, a native of Mangalore, who had stopped at
Pandharpur on his way back from Ville Parle with 7 volunteers, was
the chief speaker at two of the meetings.
Meetings held include the following : —

Kurduwadi, Police Station
Madha
Pandharpur Town

Date
(2)
24th May

Subject
(3)
Civil Disobedience Movement.

26th May

Pandharpur Town
Do-

27th May
28th May

Gherdi, Police Station Sangola
Sonad, Police Station Sangola

12th May
J 5th May

Gherdi, Police Station Sangola

16th May

Sale of contraband salt and
breaking of laws.
Account of satyagrahaTo bid adieu to Pandharpur.
people.
Spread of khadi.
To break the Salt Act and
boycott foreign cloth.
To break the Salt Act, spread
of khadi and non-Payment o*
land tax.
Do.

place

0)

Jayale Police Station Sangola

17th May

•

•

(11) Kolaba, May 31.—The efforts of agitators now are generally
centred on the boycott of foreign cloth and, picketing of liquor shops.
Salt-making has ceased, and although the camps are at an end* local
agitators, mostly youths, visit the villages, and under the cloak of urging
temperance and boycott of foreign goods, make speeches calculated to
incite anti-Government feelings.
May 24.—There were 20 meetings during the week individually of no
importance maximum audience 400. Seizing the opportunity to talk on
the safer (for them) topics of temperance and boycott of foreign goods,
some pleaders are again coming forward, e.g., J. V. Lele and V. G. Limaye
of Alibag.
(12) Ratnagiri, May 30.—Meetings held include the following :
Date

0)
28th May

30th May

Attendanci
(3)
200

Place
(2)
Malwan

•

*

Ratnagiri

•

•

700

Remarks
(4)
The people were asked to become
Congress members, to start Village
panchayats, to work for the spread
of khadi a,nd to boycott foreign
cloth and liquor.
;
Boycott of foreign cloth, tea, etc
was preached.
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Other meetings held in the district drew audiences below 200.
1020. Funds.
(1) Tliana, May 31.—Rs. 90 were collected during the week.
(2) Ahmednagar, May 24.—Rs. 12-2-0 were collected.
(3) East Khandesh, May 24.—Rs. 800 were collected during the week
in the district.
(4) West Khandesh, May 31.—Rs. 288 were collected in the district
during the week.
(5) Satara, May 31.—There is again a further drop in the receipts, this
week's collections being only Rs. 80.
1925. Resignations.
Nasik, May 31.—Shankar Ganapat Shevale, Sub-Government Prosecutor
of Satana, is reported to have resigned his appointment.
1026. Hartals.
(1) Ahmednagar, May 24.—Hartal was observed at Karjat, Pathardi and
Shevgaon on account of the Sholapur atrocities ; the usual exaggerated
accounts were given.
(2) East Khandesh, May 24.—A hartal was observed at Pahur on
May 14, on account of the arrest o-f Abbas Tyabji.
On May 18, hartal was observed in Chalisgaon on account of the
conviction and sentence of G. B. Bhutekar.
(3) Satara, May 31.—A partial hartal was observed on account of the
arrest of Mrs. Sarojini Naidu at Karad.
1027. National Flag Hoisting.
(1) East Khandesh, May 31.—On 31st May, the night duty peons of
the District Court found in the morning that a national flag had been
hoisted on the flag-staff of the Court. They burnt it.
(2) Sholapur, May 31.—There were small processions in the district
during the week, one of which at Kurduwadi carried the National Flag.
The flag that was hoisted on the Karmala Municipality has been taken
down.
(3) Kolaba, May 31.—P. G. Mehta, pleader of Mahad, and chairman of
the District School Board, induced the Board to pass a resolution that
schools and buildings under the Board should hoist the National Flag.
1030. Swadeshi.
(1) Bombay Suburban District, May 31.—Some of the volunteers in
Ghatkopar, Versowa and Ville Parle have been busy collecting clothes
for bonfires.
(2) East Khandesh, May 31—On 29th May Bhagwan Janu Chaudhari
of Savda delivered a lecture at Savda on the use of Khadi and spinning
cotton on the charkha. He was supported by two other persons of less
importance.
On 31st May Nandlal Laxminarayan Marwadi and Trimbak Ramchandra
Bhave both of Amalner made a big bonfire of foreign cloth at the local
burning ghat.
-

j
J
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1031. Temperance.
(1) Bombay Suburban District, May 31 —At Ville Parle picketing of.
three or four liquor shops was carried on by women volunteers. Apart
from a shopkeeper's daughter hitting a woman volunteer on the head
with a stone, there was no untoward incident during the week.
The shops as a rule were shut during the hours of picketing.
(2) West Khandesh, May 31 .—Picketing of liquor shops continues
throughout the district but shows signs of slackening in three talukas.
Picketing of liquor shop at Nandurbar was stopped on May 23, but
again continued on May 24. At Ranala picketing commenced on. May 23.
Headmaster Mule of Ranala is an instigator of this picketing.
V

*

*

*

*

|

(3) Nasik, May 31 .—Picketing of liquor shops continued during the
week at Satana and Nampur. At Sinnar also, picketing has started, but
so far no trouble has occurred.
(4) Kolaba, May 31.—The picketing of liquor shops continues fairly
vigorously, but no untoward incident has yet occurred.
1033. Forest Satyagraha Propaganda.
(1) Ahmednagar, May 24.—Propaganda for Forest satyagraha in
Sangamner and Akola talukas does not seem to be meeting with much
support from the local inhabitants.
(2) Nasik, May 31.—Sitaram Shastri of Nasik has been busy during the
week attending meetings at various places, his objects appears to be to
direct the people's attention to the Forest Act and to the breaking of
sections of the Act. He visited Igatpuri, Ghoti, Dindori, Vinchur and
Nandgaon.
1034. Sholapur Flag Satyagraha.
(1) Poona. May 31.—V. B. Harolikar after consulting the Maharashtra
Civil Disobedience Council, inserted a signed article in the Kesari of
27th May entitled "Keep up the reputation of the National Flag." He
called for volunteers to perform satyagraha to vindicate the Hindi
National Flag at Sholapur. The same evening a further meeting attended
by about 800 persons was held near Shaniwar Wada to give a send off to
three flag satyagrahis, who were to proceed to Sholapur the next day.
On 29th May, 28 volunteers from Ville Parle camp arrived in Poona
and put up in the Tilak Mandir Camp.
Three boys were sent to Sholapur for satyagraha on the morning of
29th May. On the 30th, three more were sent and on the 31st, 12 were
despatched by different trains. Some of the Sholapur returned satyagrahis
complained of being beaten, and this is being mentioned at meetings.
(2) Sholapur, May 31.~Various batches of flag volunteers arrived
during the week and they were sent to Poona by rail or road.
1936. Firing at Peshawar, Protest against.
East Khandesh, May 31.—On 25th May Veljii Kanji Bhate of Pachora
arranged to take out a procession to protest against Government action
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Muslims
attended
it. Three flags were also carried in the procession, on which were certain
inscriptions signifying to the spectators the line of action they should
adopt.
drink
marriage expenses, giving up expensive Law suits, and not to help
Government servants unnecessarily by giving them- information. The
second called on Muslims and Hindus to unite and settle their differences.
The third said that sedition is the religion of the day. V. K. Bhate.
secretary of the local Congress Committee, sang a most objectionable
song while leading the procession.
.
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1968-A. Civil Disobedience Movement, General Summary.
(1) Thana.—Week ending May 31, Salt making demonstrations at
Dahanu, Virar, Kalyan and Murbad. Several unimportant raids on salt
works at Bassein and Bhayander.
(2) Bandra.—Several meetings including 3 at Ghatkopar, maximum
audience 4,500. Speeches on Dharasna, National Flag Satyagraha at
Sholapur and the boycott of foreign cloth ; 4 under Borivli Police Station
and 3 at Andheri.
(3) Ahmednagar.—8 meetings including 3 at Ahmednagar camp where
the audiences were all over 1,500 and 4 at Ahmednagar city, May 19
May 20 (400), May 22 (5,000) and May 23 (2,800).
May
May
(5) West Khandesh—Several meetings with audience over 1,000 at
Dhulia, May 26, Dhulia, May 28 (3,000), Shirpur, May 25 (1,000), Kasara,
May 30 (1,000) and Nandnrbar, May 25 (900). Subjects : non-payment
of land revenue, boycott of Government servants and resignation of
Patels
(6) Nasik.—12 meetings, including 3 at Satana with audiences of over
500, 2 at Yeola attendances 1,500 and 800 (the meeting at Yeola on
May 23 was held in connection with forest satyagraha at Sangamner and
Swaraj).
. ,,.
..
(7) Poona— Several meetings in the city, 11 meetings'm the district;
audiences were smaller than hitherto. Over 1,300 valuable trees were
cut down in the Forest Experimental Plantation at Otur, Junnar taluka
I
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where there have recently been many meetings in connection with the
anti-Forest Law agitation. The destruction was want on as all the trees
are young and the timber practically useless. Persons responsible are not
yet detected,
(8) Satara.—Fall in the number of meetings from 30 to 20. General
tone of speeches have toned down, Volunteers have all been diverted
towards the National Flag Satyagraha at Sholapur and forest satyagraha
at Sangamner, Ahmednagar district.
(9) Sholapur—$ meetings including 3 at Pandharpur town, May 26, 27
and 28. Subjects : non-payment of land tax, breaking the Salt Laws, etc.
105 volunteers mostly from Ville Parle arrived by train at Pakni Station
near Sholapur. From here they proceeded into Sholapur in batches ol
three and carried national flags. About 90 were school boys from the
age of 12 to. 17. They were arrested and 18 were subsequently sentenced
under Martial Law Regulations to 9 months' rigorous imprisonment and
lined Rs. 20 each. The remainder were deported. The flag satyagraha
is not popular in Sholapur itself and is being carried on from outside.
(10) Kolaba.—20 meetings, largest audience 400. Principal speakers :
Lele and Limaye of Alibag.
(11) Ratnagiri.—Several meetings, largest audience 700 at Ratnagiri on
May 30. The boycott of liquor and the starting of village panchayats
was advised.
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Agitation:

(1) Bombay Suburban District, June 7.—Processions took place almost
Malad
Mulund
On
the national flag, attended by 400,
mostly Gujerathis started from the Ville Parle Chhawani, singing national
songs. It was led by Abdulla Rahfmatula. who was seated in
a car with Dinkar Oza. two of the injured at Dharasana. In the same
afternoon Abdullabhai Rahimtullabhai was honoured at the
citizens of Parle.
On June 1, Jabbar A. Ali, a volunteer from the Chembur Chhawani Jed
a procession of about 80 persons carrying salt from the chawani which
was sold, Jabbar Ali advocated breaking of the oppressive laws ol
Government.
A procession was held at Malad of 150 persons to honour Kashinath
Narayan a volunteer from Ville Parle chhawani, for his services at
Dharasna.
A partial hartal was observed at Wakola, Ghatkopar. Chembur, Khor,
ttandr*, Borivli and Malad on the anniversary of Gandhi's arrest on
June 5. At Khar and Bandra only grain shops were closed.
(2) Tliana, June 7.—Meetings held include the following: :
Date
1st June

Place
.. Virar

Attendance
.350

Subject
.. Prohibition and boycott of foreign
goods advocated.
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Dale

Place

Attendance

(1)

(2)

(3)

3rd June

Kalyan

550

Badlapur

250

5th June

..

5th June

. • Vada

Remarks
(4)

Advocating preaching from house
to house for the next six months
instead of picketing liquor and
foreign cloth shops.
•

•

Boycott of
Government servants
picketing and the formation of
panchayats.
Appeal for non-payment of taxes
and for the breaking of forest laws.
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(3) Nasik, June 7.—No great change is noticeable. Interest appears to
be kept upto about the same standard. Satana taluka appears to be
u ilected more than any other part of the district.
Sitaramdas Shastri and Dattatraya Yadao Pingle, both of Nasik, have
hztii holding meetings and showing the keenest interest in the movement.
They have been trying to get R. G. Pradhan, M. L. C. to resign.
In Satana taluka, Shankar Ganpat Shevale and Vithal Balwant Pathak,
pleaders of Satana, are trying to push on the movement and are
encouraging picketing of liquor shops at Munjwad, Virgaon, Satana and
iara bad. Efforts are also being made by them to get Patels to resign.
At Yeola, the local national school headmaster, Pandurang Shridhai
Apte continues to get up meetings in connection with the movement.
At a meeting held at Yeola on June 1, the Muhammadans of Delhi
were congratulated on having joined the Congress. Some 300 Muhammadans attended this meeting. The next day a notice in Urdu was pasted
up in the town asking Muhammadans to take no part in the movement.
Meetings held include the following I
*

Date

Place

1st June

Nasik

Subject

Attendance
.

To request R. G. Pradhan M. L. C
to resign (held under the auspices
of the Youth League).
Experiences of Sitaramdas Shastri
and D. V. Pingle at Ville Parle
were related.

2,000
•

2nd June

Nasik

1,500

1 st June

.
.
.

Nasik
Nasik
Trimbak

2,000
1,200
200

5th June

..

Trimbak

150

3rd June
4th June

Do.
Liquor picketing,
Satyagraha and
volunteers.

1st June

Yeola

2,000

4th June
5th June

Chandur

300 to 400

Chandur
Malegaon,

200 to 300

8th June

'..

400

..

•

experiences

of

.

To congratulate a local volunteer on
his return from Ville Parle.
To congratulate the Muhammadans
of Delhi on joining the Congress
and to congratulate the people
of Yeola for assisting the movement.

.

Swaraj*
Swaraj.
Congratulations to leaders in jail.

•

Subject

Audience

Place

Date

To congratulate the Police Patel who
had resigned and to congratulate
S. G. Shevale, pleader, who
had resigned a Government appointment.

Mimjwad,
.. 2,000
Satana Taluka

2nd June

(4) Ahmednagar,

—Meetings held include the following :

May

S object

Audience

Date

Place

26th May

Ahmednagar
City

2,000
..
(200 women)

Arrest of Trimbak Annaji Deochakt
I

19th May

•

*

..

2,000

Do.

Speeches by Rajaram Sharma of
Chinara,
Jubbulpore
District
Central Provinces, local leaders
conspicuous by their absence.

30th May

Do.

..

3,000

Do.

31st May

Rahuri

..

1,000

Do.

26th May

Rahata

..

400

..

Seditious speech by Sobhachand
Shivraj of Chicholi.

A procession of 200 was held and hartal observed in Ahmednagar
Camp on May 24 on account of the arrest of Sarojini Naidu and
N adman.
morning
A procession of 2,000, mostly <
rounds, was held at Ahmednagar on Gandhi Day (June 5).
General support to the movement is diminishing. The salt satyagraha
has been dropped,. Liquor shops are being picketed at Ahmednagar
Camp and city and Belapur. Efforts at social boycott are having some
effect at Kopargaon. Action is being taken which it is hoped will check
the movement. Interest in picketing in Ahmednagar seems to be
slackening.
Village propaganda continued in Sangamner and Akola talukas, but
Volunteers
there does not appear to be much support
refuse to gilve their names unless arrested.
Meet
held include the following :
Date

Place

0)
3rd May
6th May
1st June
4th June

»

•

•

Audience
(3)

(2)

Malvadgaon (Nevasa Taluka)
Kopargaon
Ahmednagar
Ahmednagar Camp.
•

500
550
•

•

•

*

•

1,000

1,500

A crowd of 1,000 collected at Rahuri on the occasion of the trial of
Ramjkrishnadas Buwa and began to get out of hand ; but the Buwa calmed
them down. A meeting of from 1,000 to 1,200 was held that evening with
one Srinivas Pralhad Satbhai in the chair. This individual, who is the
prime mover at Rahuri, is being run in.
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(5) Poona. June 7.—Meeting* held include the following : Date

Place

(1)

(2)

(3)

Supa under
Vadgaon
Nimbalkar
Police Station

150

Reay Market,
Poona

300

28th May

1st June

•

•

3rd June

Subject

Audience

Do.

(4)

300

The tax levied on salt was great
zoolum, boycott of foreign cloth
and taking up the temperance
movement by war of picketing
liquor shops, breaking the Forest
Laws by grazing cattle in reserved
areas, with holding of payment
of land assessment, the great zoolum
at Sholapur practised by the Military,
Boycott of Government servants,
British rule being oppressive it
should be overthrown by all possible
means.
The new Ordinance was condemned.
A speaker Said that Pa liament
had boycotted Indian cloth and acids
were p3ured over European women
for wearing fine Dacca muslin. All
the speakers spoke on swadeshi and
appealed for the purchase of only
swadeshi cloth.
The Military and Police were criticised for
harassing
the fla ex
satyagrahis, Government servants
were asked to resign their posts
which wjuld mean Swaraj for India
the next day. Martial Law at
SliDlapur was condemned.
Held on behalf of the Student's
Swadeshi Union. One speaker said
the British conquered Bengal and
Bihar, they killed Indian trade and
harassed
Indian
weavers.
Abhyankar proposed 500 vokin*
teers for picketing cloth shops.
(Gandhi Day) Government condemned for arresting Gandhi under
such an old regulation like a robber
at dead of night and for their
alleged brutal treatment of satyagrahis. boycott of Government servants,
foreign cloth and liquor.
&

4th June

5th June

..

•

•

Shivaji Mandir

400

Reay Market,
Poona

250

#

•

volunteers headed by Narhar Chiiitaman Gokhale of
batch
May
~w*M «*****,%« ~.
— —
„ In the afternoon they
assembled at the Gandhi Chowk where the national song was sung. The
leader then explained that they were going to Sholapur to hois>t the
national flag in contravention of the orders issued there under Martial
Law.
One Ramchandra Vishnu Godbole of Poona, who had accompanied
the above volunteers, stated before the audience that Gandhi had already
buried the Government as far as the neck and the giving of the final stroke
to it rested with the public.
The leader, Gokhale, said they were all £oing to Sholapur to break the
Martial Law by hoisting the national flag. He lastly requested the
^

A-115—44-A.
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audience to follow thera to Sholapur if only to witness how they received
gunshots at the hands of the military.
The above batch left Dhond for Baramati on the morning of June 6
Indapur
Wadi
Otur, had been given for cultivation to agriculturists by the Forest
authorities. Plantations were accordingly made. On April 2nd, 1,315
trees were found felled by an axe.
The Inspector of Police reports that this is the result of lectures delivered
Limaye
at Otur by Dattatraya
Junnar
May
Yesu Patil of Pargaon said that no one should bid in the forest auctions,
no grazing fees should be paid and cattle should graze free in the forest.
If a forest sepoy or any other officer were to take cattle for impounding,
no Police Palel or Mahar should accept them or obey his orders. About
300 persons were present.
On May 31 a complete hartal was observed at Karanjgaon, taluka
Vadgaon Mawal by the villagers on account of the conviction of
Balkrishna Kashinath Karve and Balkrishna Ramchandra Joshi of
Karanjgaon,
On April 1 a hartal was observed and shops were closed at
Naiayangaon, Police Station Pimpalwandi, owing to the conviction of
Maruti Mahadu Powar of Parunde, Junnar taluka.
(6) Sholapur, June 7.—Eight meetings were held during the week
4 at Pandharpur and 4 at Karmala. Seven of these were in connection
with the Civil Disobedience Movement and to congratulate those sent to
jail; and one, held at Pandharpur on June 1, was to support Government
against the Gandhi movement. It was held by the depressed classes, the
attendance being about 100. The meetings at Pandharpur and Karmala
had very poor attendances compared to past meetings. The meetings at
Karmala were mainly arranged by Manekchand Gujar, Bhikaji Laxman
Mahadeo
Mustafa Mahibub, all of whom
were arrested.
Processions were held at Karmala, Pandharpur town on 26th May and
on 28th, and 29th at Pandharpur alone. The national flag which was
hoisted on the Municipality has been removed and kept in the
Municipality.
(7) Ratnagiri, June 7.—9 meetings are reported during the week in the
district
Date
30th May

..

Place
Shiroda

29th May

..

Kanakavli

Attendance
300

4 m

300

•

•

Remarks
Dharmanand KoSambi thanked the
people for the help rendered to the
Satyagrahis and advised them to
continue the movement by spinning
and weaving and boycotting foreign
goods. He also asked them to
boycott the police Severely.
The story of the alleged lathi raj
was related. J. S. Parkar said
that he was going to picket liquorshops at Kanakavli and 5 volunteeres to assist him.
»
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Date
6th June

Place
..

Attendance

Malwan

..

Remarks

300

..

Advice to continue the further programme of the Civil Disobedience
Campaign by boycotting Government officials, picketing liquor shops
and spinning and weaving khadi
was given.

(8) Kolaba, June 7.—On the whole the situation is quieter. There were
no demonstrations of any importance. Local petty agitators continue to
tour the smaller villages, with no great success.
At Panvel it is reported that a fairly large number of Muhammadans
have joined the movement owing to the exhortations of Bombay emissaries
of the Jamiat-ul-Ulema.
A hartal was observed in the larger towns on 5th June to commemorate
Gandhi's arrest.
A071. Funds.
Bombay Suburban District, June 7.—The following persons donated the
amounts mentioned against their names to the Ville Parle Chhawani: —
Hiralal Jagjivan of Bombay
Tribhuwandas Trikamdas
Mrs. Parulkar . .
..
Laxmidas Narottamdas
Bombay

..
..
..
of

101
50
50
50

Mathurabai, mother of Jamna101
lal Bajaj
Total
....... 352

1072. Volunteers.
(1) Bombay Suburban District, June 7.—Volunteers who have returned
injured from Dharasna are being treated by members of tfie Maharashtra
Vaidya Sangh, Bombay.
The following volunteers arrived at Ville Parle Chhawani:—21 from
Dharasna, 14 from Wai, 19 Ahmedabad and 27 from Karwar; 40 left
for Sholapur and 19 went home.
*

*

*

(2) Poona, June 7.—In the Kesari of June 7, G. A. Deshpande, who has
succeeded Professor Harshe as president, Satyagraha Mandal, alleges that
only 51 out of 54 flag satyagrahis sent from Poona to Sholapur have
returned.
Mahavidyalaya
there are batches arriving and departing almost daily. It is believed, that
on June 1, Messrs. Gunjal, Chandrachud, M. L. Cs., w
grahis
ill-treatment at Sholapur.
Market
at which the attendance was 300. Kanaskar, Pashankar and G. S. Joshi
™ W ^ r 1 on the alleeed ill-treatment of flag satyagrahis at Sholapur.
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(3) Ratnagiri, June 7.—Shripad Sadashiv Mahajan, a satyagrahi of
Malwan, went round Achra village on the 2nd and 3rd instant and enrolled
92 members for the National Congress, after collecting annas 4 from
each,
1973. Hoisting of Swaraj Flag.
(i) Ahmednagar, May 31.—National flag worship on May 25 in
Ahmednagar city attracted a crowd of 1,500.
(2) Ahmednagar, June 7.—Flag worship at Ahmednagar on June 1
attracted 2,000 including a contingent from Bhingar.
1075. Social Boycott of Government Servants.
*

(1) Poona, June 7.—On May 31 about 150 attended meeting at Parunda,
Junnar taluka. Rambhau Dharmaji Gawari school-master of Pimpalwandi,
asked the audience to boycott Government officials who should not be
allowed to come into the village ; they should not be given provisions
aor any accommodation. The audience was impressed by the lecture.
(2) Ratnagiri, June 7.—The merchants of Ratnagiri held a meeting on
the 4th instant at which they resolved to remove the boycott on Police.
1076. Posters, leaflets, etc.
Ratnagiri, June 7.—In Ratnagiri, posters were posted in certain parts
of the town asking people to use Swadeshi goods in preference to foreign
ones, especially of British manufacture even if they be of higher cost.
I077-A. Pretest Day against incarceration of M. K. Gandhi,
Poona, June 7.—On June 5th H. V. Tulpule, the municipal president,
presided over 250 persons at Reay Market to signalise the completion of
one month since Gandhi's arrest. At this meeting the Police and the
C. I. D. reporters were not given the usual facilities for placing tables
and chairs in order to take down notes, at the beginning. Tulpule was
approached and they were installed. Later some stones fell on the Police
and the C. I. D. reporters and Tulpule posted some volunteers behind
them to afford protection. It is believed that the hostility to the Police
on this occasion was on the part of the newly arrived volunteers from
Bombay, who seem to have a much lower standard of behaviour than
the local volunteers.
1078. Kkaddar Propaganda.
(1) Bombay Suburban District, June 7.—Yarn was spun in all the
chhawanis during the week.
On June 5 Dilkhush Diwanji, a volunteer of Ville Parle camp, and
Deochand Bhagwanji inspected yarn manufactured on takl's and charkhas
and rewarded the women.
(2) Bombay Suburban DisiHct, June 7.—Several procession^ were held
at Ville Parle, Ghatkopar, and Bhandnp for the collection of foreign
clothes. One of them, at Ghatkopar, was attended by 25 boys with
a donkey dressed in foreign clothes.
(3) Poona, June 7.—R. G. Harshe resigned the presidentship of the
Satyagraha Mandal, Poona, and is now working for the furtherance of
the Swadeshi Movement and has formed a Videshi Bahishkar Mandal.
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On June 1, there was a meeting of 70 person^ at Onkareshwar Temple,
where G. S. Joshi, Miss Vatsalabai Deshpande and others spoke on
swade^hi.
1078. Students' Swadeshi Association.
S. B. Bombay Presidency, Poona, June 20.—The opening of a Students'
Swadeshi Association took place in May in the Tiiak Mahavidyalaya,
Poena city. J. S. Karandikar was appointed president, D. V. Godbole,
general secretary, and C. V. Abhyankar, secretary. About 20 boys are
reported to have enrolled their names as members of the Association.
The entrance fee for a new member is annas two and the monthly
subscription is anna one. The object of the Association is to extend and
popularise the use of Swadeshi articles in Poona city. One of the showrooms in the Tilak Mahavidyalaya has been selected for the office and
mstruction is imparted to the members in cotton spinning.
1079. Temperance Propaganda.
(1) Bombay Suburban District, June 7.—Liquor and toddy shops were
picketed at Chembur, Mulund and Viile Parle.
*

•

*

(2) Nasik, June 7.—Liquor shop picketing has continued during the
week at Virgaon, Tarabad and Saiana. At Sinnar the picketing has
stopped as Shridhar Abaji Deshpande, pleader of Sinnar, said that
according to the District Congress orders boys were not to picket.
(7) Kolaba, June 7.—Picketing of liquor shops continues with some
effect on trade, but on the whole the picketing is quite peaceful.
1083. New Ordinances, Meetings in connection with.
(1) Poona, June 7.—About 300 persons attended a meeting in the Reay
Market on 1st June to condemn the new ordinances, Hari .bhau Vaghire,
J
K. G. Pashankar and l opatial Shah were the speakers.
(2) Satara, June 7.—With the recent promulgation of the two ordinances
by His Excellency the Viceroy there has been a good deal of stir amongst
the politically inclined people in condemning the ordinances and in
reiterating their resolve to set the same at naught by offering satyagraha
arid this is evidenced by the fact the number of Civil Disobedience
Campaign meetings rose this week to 32 from 20 in the last. Two leaders
who sold and purchased contraband salt at Tasgaon were arrested and
sent up for trial and convicted and sentenced to six months' rigorous
imprisonment and Rs. 25 fine each. As usual the town of Tasgaon
observed a partial hartal and in the meeting held next day the conveners
resolved to offer daily two men for arrest for breach of the salt laws.
Only two raw youths were subsequently put up to sell contraband salt,
whose arrest would have been of no consequence. The language used by
some of the speakers at these meeting was objectionable in asmuch as
Government officials in general were abused and open contempt of the
r
law preached.. Steps afe being taken against some of these speakers
under Section 117, I. P. C. read with different sections of the Salt and
Forest Laws.

*
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POLITICAL, POLITICO-RELIGIOUS AND RACIAL MOVEMENI

1108. Civil Disobedience Movement, General Summary.
(1) Thana.—5 meetings ior week ending June i ; Non-payment ot
taxes and breaking the torest laws pr eat lied.
(2) bandra.—Week ending jume /. r'rocessions daily at VUle Parle,
Ghatkopar, Bonvli and other places, Partial nartals at tne same places
to commemorate Gandhi's arrest (June 5).
(3) JSasik.—11 meetings during ahe wecK ; principal meetings, four at
Nasik, June 1 (2,000), June 2 (I,D00), June 3 ^z,00u> and June 4 (1,200);
Yeoia, June 1 (2,00i>); Munjad, ^atana taiuka (2,000). batana taluka
appears to be most affected by vhe Civil Disobedience Moviement.
M
Prominent
are Sitaramdas Shastri, Daittatraya ¥auao Pingie, ai. O. bhevaie, Vithal
Uaiwant Pathak and Pandurang Shridhar Apte.
(4) Ahmednagar.—Week ending May 31 ; o meetings including 4 in
Ahmednagar city with audiences of 2,000 or over. Local speakers are
not prominent. The speaker from outside who was prominent is Kajaram
Sharma of Jubbulpore, Central Provinces. Four meetings for week ending
national flag satyagrahis continue to arrive in small batches and are
(1,500). The trial of Ramkrishnadas Buwa furnished a meeting of 1,200
persons with Shrinivas Pralhad Satbhai presiding.
(5) Poona.—Week ending June 7 ; 5 meetings; audiences growing
Muhammadan
smaller.
Disobedience Movement. Picketing of liquor and foreign cloth shops
continue. The city municipality appears anxious to take a hand in this.
(6) Sholapur.—8 meetings, 4 at Pandharpur and 4 at Karmala. A few
national flag satyagrahis continue to arrive in small batches and are
deported. The Seva Dal Headquarters at Bagalkot furnishes some of
these. Posters were attached at different places in Pandharpur town
advising Government servants to give up their services. The Royal Ulster
withdrawn
Rifles at
(7) Kolaba.—Situation is quieter. A hartal was observed in the larger
towns on June 5 (Gandhi Day). At Panwel some Muhammadans have
joined the movement owing to agitation by Bombay emissaries of the
Jamiat-ul-Ulema.
(8) Ratnagiru—9 Meetings, small audiences. Boycott of Police was
recommended by Dharmanand Kosambi speaking at Shiroda.
1109. Agitation.
(1) Bombay Suburban District, June 14.—The daily meetings continued
during the week. Except on Sunday June 8, when at two meetings the
audience numbered 700 and 250 respectively, not more than 50 persons
attended the meetings.
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The usual speeches were made on the boycott and picketing of foreign
cloth and toddy shops.
At one meeting two Christians Francis Piereira and Antony Misqiutt
spoke promising help to leaders in the present movement.
On two occasions, in speeches advice was given to volunteers not to
quarrel and not to get tired and leave, from which it appears that a certain
amount of quarreling is going on the chhawani and some volunteers have
gone back to their villages.
On June 12, Vinayak Vasudeo Bhandarkar presided at a meeting for
Bhayas and low class people, some 100 of whom were present.
This was an effort to get these castes for join the movement. Some of
those present promised to help in the picketing.
A private meeting of about 25 landholders of Ville Parle was heid
on June 14. The object of the meeting was to work out a case to tight
the Government in the Civil Court on the question of paying taxes to
Government on their lands in addition to those paid to ihe Khots.
Some years ago a complaint had been made to Government on this
matter but no attention had been paid to it, therefore, it was desired that
constitutional action should be taken.
One meeting was held at Wakola on June 9 which was attended by
40 Bhayas, who were addressed by Sitaram Sharma Pardeshi of Wakola
and Kashinathsiing Thakore, editor of Bharat, Bombay. The president
was Pandit Rajaram Varma. a scent dealer of Bombay. The speeches
were to the effect that Europeans were enjoying themselves in India on
India's money and looked on Indians as their coolies. The president said
that they must try and advise their brothers in Government service to
leave service. If police and soldiers left their service, Government would
not be atrte to rule, and Europeans would have to flee the country.
Europeans received large salaries while Indians had small ones although
the latter worked hard. Europeans should therefore be driven out of

India.
Under Andheri Police station, meetings were held at Andheri (2)fi
Vcrsowa (1), Malad (1), Marol (1) and Malwani (1).
At one meeting at Andheri three or four hundred people were present.
President was Janakibai Bajaj. The chief speaker Chhaganlal Dewawalla,
who said that drinking in India has enormously increased since the
British came and the condition oif their cattle had become very much worse
because of the Forest Laws.
Dr. L R. Dandekar addressed the meeting at Versowa and spoke of
breaking the Abkari Act and boycotting liquor.
At Marol Janakibai Bajaj and Chhaganlal Dewawalla with two
Chiistians, Michael Gonsalves and Francis Gracious, addressed a meeting
of about 100 persons on the subject of boycotting liquor and British
goods, stating that the Government had created liquor and toddy as
be
obtained.
Christians
diseases.
should regard Gandhi as an incarnation of God. All should unite to
obtain Swaraj etc.

Some 20 persons announced that they would give up drinking.
All the meetings except the one at Andheri mentioned above, were
attended by about 50 people.
(2) Nasik, June 14.—At a private meeting held at the Ketkar Hall in
Nasik on 9th June 1930 it was announced that 101 volunteers had so far
been enlisted and had signed the pledge of satyagraha issued by the
Maharashtra War Council. Some four volunteers for forest satyagraha
arrived at Yeola en route to Sangamner on 8th June 1930, they came from
Chalisgaon and their names were : Ganapat Sakharam Kulkarni,
Digamber Ramchandra Gondhale, Govind Dasharath Marathe and
Narayan Gangaram Marathe.
A number of volunteers who had taken part in the various salt raids
have returned to the district and narrated their doings at meetings. In
Satana taluka, they were feted in their villages and dinners were given in
their honour. So far as Nasik city is concerned Sitaramdas Shastri and
Dattatraya Yadhao Pingle appear to be the moving spirits in the movement at present:in connection with the liquor shop picketing they appear
to have forced the hands of the District Congress Committee to commence
the picketing and further certain articles in the Times of India sent by a
special correspondent, describing the peace of Nasik, appears to have
roused the committee to action.
In Niphad at Vinchur one Mohaniraj Ganesh Kathje of Nandgaon has
been making wild speeches and finally manufactured salt in a meeting
on the 13th instant, as his speeches were most objectionable action has
since been taken against him under Section 117, I. P. C., and Section 47-A
of the Salt Act.
In Satana taluka Shankar Ganpat Shewale and Vithal Balwant Pathak
appear to be the chief leaders and generally take a leading part at all
meetings of importance. At Yeola Pandurang Shridhar Apte, headmaster
qf the Local National School, continues to lead the movement, 23 meetings
are reported during the week, 8 having attendances of over 1,000 personsAt the meeting at Vinchur on 13th June 1930 Ganesh Mohaniraj Kathe
made wild remarks and gave flagrant advice to break the law. He has
been prosecuted. This individual had previously taken a leading part in
Satana taluka over the assessment question. During the week there was
a decided increase in the number of meetings and interest on the
movement shows no flagging. Liquor picketing has been in progress in
Nasik city since the 12th June 1930 on the two liquor shops; in Satana
taluka since the 10th June 1930, picketing has all but stopped at Satana,
Veergaon and Mulher; two cases of assault and rioting were registered
by the Sub-Inspector, Satana in this connection but no evidence to send
up the cases is available as the occurrences took place when no one was
present, after the complainants left the liquor shops. The fact that the
Police registered offences appear to be the cause for picketing being called
off, and instead persons are being socially got at to stop drinking. The
question of breaking the Forest Act is being discussed in Satana taluka
and other areas but so far no organised action has taken place.
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Meetings held include the following:

Khandesk
Date

Place

Attendance

Remarks

0)

(2)

(3)

(4)

30th May

1 st June

•

•

1st June

1st June

.

Erandol

..

Pandit
Shivaprasad
Sharma of
Cawnpore was the only speaker.
He spoke on the Civil Disobedience
Movement, boycott, no-tax campaign and social boycott of Government servants and Englishmen.

1,000

DongarKathore

100

Pimpalgaon

700

Dharangaon

700

•

Dattatraya Ganesh Kale of Asoda
spoke on breaking the Forest Laws.

•

To break Government laws in general,
to refuse to pay land revenue and
to disobey the orders of Government.
-

Pandit Shivaprasad Sharma spoke on
the no-tax campaign. He
also
said that Sclhebs spend Rs. 15 per
mensem on a dog while a Police
constable gets only that amount for
his pay on which he has to support
many persons. He also advised
the boycott of all Government
servants.

•

S. A. Wagh of Erandol and B. S.
Deshmukh of Amalner advised the
audience to break the Forest laws
in as many ways as they can.

3 rd June

.

Kingaon

200

3rd June

.

Nagardeola

600

•

Khedgaon

300

A returned volunteer held a meeting
and declared his willingness to
break the Forest Laws if he could
get others to help him. About 5
or 6 men raised their hands.

•

Erandol

500

D. G. Kale spoke on the boycott of
liquor, tea, etc.

500

Condemned the Ordinances, congratulated the volunteers
returned from Shiroda and Dharasana,
appealed for volunteers to carry
on the movement in the district.

4th June

4th June
6th June

6th June

•

•

Chopda

Adawad

•

*

•

•

•

•

Govind Narayan Yadav of Kalamsare
slanged the Police for remaining
loyal.

B. S. Deshmukh said that 2,200
volunteers were coming from Bengal and the Punjab to join those
who had already put down their
names for Forest Satyagraha.

Do

;peake
East
have been saying that forest satyagraha is to be started from June 22,
somewhere in the Satpura Hills. At present the volunteers are collecting
River
district is now concentrated
Movement
on the breach of the Forest laws. Several speeches were made throughout
---

m
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the District on this subject. Volunteers are chiefly youths of 14 to 20
years of age. Such as are now going round are mostly those who have
returned from Shiroda or Dnarasna. The Brahmins, Marwadis and
1
Kunbis still continue to be the backbone of the movement in the district.
(5) East Khandesh, June 14.—Of the 45 meetings held during the week,
27 referred to the breach of the Forest laws, and a'll were delivered in the
three talukas north of the Tapti and nearest t!he forest on the Satpura
Hills. 14 of these 27 meetings were held in Yawal Taiuka by party of
six persons, of whom only two were over 20 years of age, and the
remainder less than 16.
Steps under Section 117, I. P. C , and 26 of the Forest Act are being
taken against them.
From the above, it is obvious that the minds of the local Congress
leaders are set on the breach of the Forest laws. A house belonging to
Zipru Jairam of Akulkheda has been taken possession of, whether on
rent or loan is not mentioned, and a chhawani is to be set up there for
this purpose. The Brahmins and Marwadis are the chief people in the
movement still. The Muslims and Tadvis are definitely out of it, and
are likely to remain so.
(6) East Khandesh, June 14.—Meetings held include the following : —
Date
(1)

Place
(2)

Audience
(3)

Remarks
(4)

8th June

..

Navagaon, . .
Yawal
Police-Station

100

..

Appeals to the Police Patels to resign
and to break Forest Laws.

Do.

.•

Chakardi, Chopda Policestation

250

.,

Civil Disobedience
against the
Forest Laws and boycott of the
census.

9th June

..

Chopda

..

400

..

10th June

..

Jalgaon

•.

1,000

..

A meeting was held with distribution
of prizes, after a yarn-spinning
competition which lasted for 7 days
and a procession of charkhas taken
round the town.
To congratulate Rabade on his conviction at Amalner and the persons
sentenced to death at Sholapur.

..

Lasur, Chopda
Police Station

300

..

The audience was told that a camp
for Satyagrahis, to break the Forest
Laws, would be opened at Akulkheda, Chopda taiuka.

11th June

..

Kingaon, Yawal
Police-Station

400

..

Advised the audience to boycott
Government servants and break the
Forest Laws.

11th June

..

Parola

300

..

One Chavan, a Satyagrahi from
Dhulia spoke on the Civil Disobedience Movement and asked the
people to continue it. Ten persons
showed their willingness to join
and were asked to go to the Pimprala Ashram to avoid their names
being given to the Police.

Do.

..

'

* Lewa Patidars.

'

'

"

~*^

"

riMn —

• l

-

*

*

•

—

, M M

^ ^ ^
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Date

Place.
(2)

(1)
13th June

Akulkheda,
Chopda
Police Station

Audience

Remarks

(3)
500 to 600

I

(4)
•

(7) Ahmednagar, June 74.—Srimvas
Shripad

t

Namdeo Ukha Mahajan and Zipru
buwa made speeches advocating
the breach of the Forest Laws.
They have been arrested and sent
up for trial.

Ganesh Sardesai of Bombay,
^ Pratap, and Krishnaji .
Ahmednagar, are coming
They are being run in

tore in the Forest : tyagraha
first opportunity.
Propaganda tor f
tyagraha continues in Sangamner and Akola
talukas.
Otherwise the mo
be somewhat losing momentum.
The Sub-Inspector
ground in his charge. The leading malcontents in this taluka (Kopargaon)
and the neighbouring taluka of Rahuri are being rounded up.
Meetings held (include the following:
Date

Place

Audience

Remarks
1

2,000
(200 women)

s*th June

Ahmednagar

9th June

Sangamner

600 to 700

Do.

11th.June

Katul

500 to 600

Do.

Pathardi

400

13th"June

•

•

•

Professor Achyut Sitaram Patwardhan
exhorted the audience to defy the
Ordinances against picketing and
boycott.

*

Do.

(8j Poona, June 14.—72 satyagrahis arrived from Ville Parle Camp
on June 10, and 87, including these 72, left Poona next morning for
Sholapur where 18 were jailed and the rest sent back. G. A. Deshpande
Satyagraha Mandal at the Tilak Mahavidyal
is now
M
etc., and appears to be treasurer, professor R. V. Rabade of the Tilak
Mahavidyalaya, was jailed during the week at Amalner, East Khandesh
for disregarding the order against speaking.
On June 6, a batch of saityagrahis consisting of 36 members, headed
by one Vithal Vasudev Gokhale of Poona, arrived at Baramati by train
from Dhond, with a view to going to Sholapur to break the Martial Law
in connection with the national flag. The above batch was given a
reception at the railway station by Hari Anant Joshi, proprietor, Samachar
of Baramati; Raghunath Shiv Narayan Marwari, chairman, Baramati
Mun cipality ; Raghunath Savlaram Date, 'landlord, Baramati, and
Sadashiv Damodar Kanitkar, dismissed teacher, BaramaCi school. This
batch carried with it the national flag and marched through the town in
m-litary fashion. They halted at the municipal Dharmashala. evidently
1

Patwardhan later became a devotee of Jai Prakash Narayan, and a firebrand under
ground Jeader during Quit India movement.

700

with the consent of Raghunath Shiv Narayan, Marwari, chairman of the
municipality.
In the afternoon a meeting was held at Baramati near Siddeshwar
Temple, the audience being about 700. There was no president, 20 to 30
. women were present among whom was the widowed daughter Gangubai of
Mr. Modak (retired Police Inspector, Baramati). Vinayak Vishnu
Paranjpe, medical practitioner of Baramati, introduced the batch of
volunteers to the audience and mentioned the object for which it was
moving about, and also introduced Vithal Vasudeo Gokhale, captain of
the batch resident of Poona, who spoke on Shiroda and the Sholapur flag
satyagraha. Bhaurao Godboie of Poona supported the last speaker.
Gopalkrishna Mehendale of Poona exhorted the audience to help the
volunteers with money* Rs. 5 in coppers was collected on the spot.
Bapurao Gokhale (residence not known) and Shankar Trimbak Mehendale
of Palej, Indapur taluka, also spoke.
No volunteers enlisted.
On June 7, a meeting was again called at Baramati by the above
volunteers near Siddeshwar Temple with an audience of about 50 of which
30 were women. There was no president. Vithal Vasudev Gokhale
spoke on Shiroda and Swadeshi and Gopal Ramkrishna Mehendale of
Poona exhorted the audience to prepare home yarn and advocated the use
of Swadeshi cloth. Some 15 taklis were sold at 3 annas each. The
women seemed impressed with the idea of preparing yarn at home.
Owing to a split in the town between Brahmins and the commercial class,
no appreciable amount was raised to help the volunteers. The volunteers
left Baramati for Indapur on June 7.
They arrived at Indapur on June 9, bound for Sholapur took out the
national flag in procession and also held a meeting at Siddeshwar temple.
The audience was about 400, but there was no president. Vithal Vasudev
Gokhale spoke on the flag satyagraha and Ramchandra Vishnu Godboie
of Poona on civil disobedience.
On June 7, a procession of about 350 men was taken out at Oturf
Junnar taluka. .,
Trimbak Ganesh Vaidya and Nana Mahajan of
Otur exhorted the public to break the order under Section 48, Bombay
District Police Act, recently passed by the District Superintendent of
Police, Poona.
On the evening of June 8, a procession of the prabhat feri, consisting of
300 persons, passed through the streets of Otur singing songs, and when
it arrived near Maruti's temple, Trimbak Ganesh Vaidya and Nana
Mahajan of Otur incited the public to break the Forest Laws, not to give
taxes and to take cattle freely into the forest for grazing. His prosecution is contemplated.
It is learnt that Otur has got connection with the Congress committee
established at Sanganmer, and that Nilkanth Wasudev Bodas brought
leaflets from there. Agitation is going on secretly.
On June 6, one Krishnaji Mahadeo Kale of Pimpalwandi and
Purushottam Nilkanth Deshpande of Supa came to Ambegaon from Poona
and halted in Maruti's temple. Mahadeo Dattu Sant and Manohar
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Dinkar Sam saw them the next morning and took them to Borghat Village.
The Sant brothers collected 5 or 6 persons and showed them to the above
persons. Mahadeo Dattu Sant said he had been convicted in the Mulshi
Satyagraha and spoke against grazing fees. They all then returned to
Poona on June 9
On June 10, one Raghunath Anant Gatne, Brahmin, and Bliika Nana
Kaduskar, caste Maratha, of Chinchodi village, Ambegaon peta, held a
meeting in the village, which was attended by about 50 persons. A
procession of the national flag was taken round after which the national
flag was tied to Maruti's temple. R.. A. Gatne then advocated the nonpayment of grazing fees and non-bidding for forest grass in auctions.
Meetings held include the following :
Dale

Place

Audience

Remarks

(2)

(3)

(4)

30th May

Morgaon, Police Station,
Nimbalkar

100

8Hi June

Supa, PoliceStation
Vadgaon
Nimbalkar

(

!

)

700

•

•

Shankar Dhondiraj Wagh of Morgaon
(now of Yeola) Nasik district
chairman. V. S. Kanaskar said that
Government
was
misbehavine
everywhere as at Sholapur and
hence none should respect it. none
should obey the orders of the
Mamlatdar and Fauzdar, the Patels
and Talathis should resign, as also
Mahars and rakhwaldars.
No
help should be given to the Police.
V. G. Kulkarni said the rain had
Set in, all should take to breaking
the Forest Laws by way of grazing
cattle in the forests without paying
any dues to Government, no land
tax should be paid and n:me should
fear the Police. The chairman
advocated the boycott of foreign
cloth.
Rango Ganesh Deshpancle presided.
Abaji Appaji Kale of Supa encouraged the breaking of the Forest
Laws. He also advised the audienee to spread the use of arms and
bombs.

(9) Satara, June 14.—There was a good deal of commotion in Satara
city in respect of the hoisting o. the national flag over the municipal
building. As a municipal member had tabled a motion for 'this purpose
in the municipal meeting to be held on June 14, local enthusiasm was,
as usual, fanned by convening a public meeting and the voters were
beseeched r.ot to vote again for those members who would not support
this motion. In spite of this propaganda, wiser counsels would appear
to have prevailed with a majority of the municipal members and they
finally rejected it at the meeting. At the same meeting a resolution
sanctioning an expenditure of Rs. 300 for presenting an address to His
Excellency the Governor on his forthcoming visit to Satara was passed
and a resolution congratulating a municipal member on his conviction in
the Civil Disobedience campaign was turned down.

•
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1

L. B. Joshi, who is wanted under Section 117, I. P. C.f has not yet
been traced.
Although the number of Civil Disobedience meetings continued to rise
from 32 in the last week to 53 in the week under report, one fact
prominently comes 'to notice that there has been a good deal of restraint,
with the exception of a few instances, over the rabid loose talk of those
erstwhile leaders and youngsters, who have been carrying on the propaganda by more or less spectacular demonstrations from village. By the
breaking up of the salt satyagraha camps at almost all the places, a large
number of volunteers have been relieved to carry on their agitation through
the rural tracts. Coupled with this phase, the recent conviction of 4 local
leaders of the district for incitement to breach of Salt Laws gave some
impetus to the manifestation of local feelings, and these would appear
the main reasons for the large number of Civil Disobedience Campaign
meetings in the week under report. Contraband salt was sold by youths
at three of these meetings.
As against this show of agitation, the following is of interest, as
showing how agitation is engineered against the wishes of some who take
part in it. In the meeting convened at Satara city by the Lingayat
community to express resentment for the arrest of G. D. Batane of Karad,
the majority of the signatories were conspicuous by their absence and in
the meeting held at Tasgaon, the chairman after quietly occupying the
chair throughout the proceedings finally told the audience that he was
forced to take the chair and that he did not at all agree with what the
speakers had to say.
At one of 'these meetings held at Satara on June 8 one Parchure Shastri
of Wai was very violent in his language and incited the Police to resign
their services.
Breach of Forest Laws was preached at some of the meetings and it is
understood that this movement is likely to be launched in the near future
in the Patan taluka. This phase of the movement is also being closely
watched
(10) RatnagirU June 14.—12 meetings are reported, of which the
following appears of some interest >—
A meeting of 390 (380 Hindus and 10 Muhammadans) was held at
Rainagiri on June 10. The principal speaker, Sadashiv Khando Altekar,
^x-pleader of Karad, Satara district, deplored that the Ratnagiri people
should be quite silent at the present time.
(11) Kolaba, June 14.—The movement is fairly quite although it is
kept alive by meetings, at which the usual speeches were made by petty
local speakers. There were 24 meetings, individually of no importance.
The conducting of the movement has become a matter of routine,
probably through a combination of circumstances, viz.; advent of the
rains, the school vacation and lack of leaders.
Art Goregaon, Mangaon taluka, Ramchandra Vishwanath Adhikari
advised the non-payment of grazing fees and the taking of forest produce.
f
So far this is the only indication of any development in i his direction.
1

Tarkateerth Laxman Shastri Joshi. See an earlier footnote.

i
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1110. Ville Parle
Committee.

Chhawani

and

Maharashtra

Civil

Disobedience

S. B., Bombay Presidency, Poona, June JO.—In view of the fact that it
appears to have been originally intended to make Ville Parle the headquarters of the Maharashtra Civil Disobedience Committee, a note on the
present state of the chhawani at Ville Parle will be of interest.
The original plan appears to have been thrown out of gear through the
arrests of almost all the members of the original so-called War Councils.
The first War Council of 11 members was appointed on March 13, 1930.
at Poona and eight members of this are now in jail. S. D. Javdekar and
S. D. Deo would appear to have been the leaders in this. The second
War Council, appointed five days later on March 18, 1930, had five
members, of whom four are in jail, the fifth being Dr. V. V. Athalye of
Satara. The other four members were S. D. Deo o| Poona, G. V. Ketkar
of Poona, S. P. Patwardhan of Ratnagiri and W. V. Dastane of East
Khandesh. Dr. V. V. Athalye was the only member of this War Council
who appeared art Ville Parle, and he has not been there since April 27,
1930.
At present the satyagraha camp at Ville Parle receives all its instructions
from the Congress Committee in Bombay. The local authorities report that
the present chief, or Senapati, of the camp is Abdulla Rahimtulla and the
accountant is Ramnikrai N. Mehta. The Senapati and other leaders of
this chhawani pay daily visits to different Congress houses in Bombay, and
the Bombay Congress leaders also visit the chhawani frequently to give
advice and instructions. Indravijay Desai and N. B. Mehta are two of
those who move daily between Ville Parle Chhawani and Bombay.
A Swadeshi shop and a temporary hospital for injured volunteers is
opened at the chhawani. Its maintenance is met by donations and by the
sale of Swadeshi goods. The present strength (June 19) of the chhawani
is 144 men and 164 women. Of these only 44 men and 13 women reside
at the chhawani. The remaining volunteers are only called to the chhawani.
as required, for special purposes. Their present activities are picketing
liquor and cloth shops. The arrest of leaders appears to have made the
organisers very wary and future movements of leaders are being kept
very secret It appears to be the intention of the organisers to give
volunteers systematic training for a period of about 2 months and then
use them for the non-payment of land tax-campaign and the anti*
Forest Law campaign in Maharashtra. The volunteers have also been
sent to Sholapur for Flag Satyagraha from time to time.
1111. Ville Parle Chhawani, Activities.
Bombay Suburban District, June 14.—Daily processions for fetching salt
water took place as usual throughout the week. The salt pans and kiln
in Ville Parle Chhawani have now been destroyed. From now on salt
water will only be brought to the Chhawani on Sundays.
Picketing was carried on, at four or five toddy shops on most days
of the week by women volunteers, supported by a few men. This
picketing has not had very much effect actually, because the toddy shops

*
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were closed throughout the picketing periods and all the liquor was sold
by shopkeepers ait their own houses.
Apropos of the assaults on the women picketers reported last week,
a party of Christians assembled to discuss what action should be taken
in the matter. Finally, on the Friday evening, the Padre with ithe body
of Christians, including the chief assailant, went to Ville Parle Chhawani
and expressed their regret for the indecent assault. The Padre warned
the leaders of the Chhawani that no political significance should be given
to the visit as they had merely come there to express regret for the
particular assault.
As a result of all this there is a division of opinion amongst the
Christians. One side considers that the other is showing too much
sympathy for the Congress movement.
On the 9th instant a party of 29 women, 20 girls and three men marched
round Bandra, Pali and Danda singing national songs and requesting toddy
shopkeepers not to bid in the coming auction.
On the 11th, 50 or 60 Kolis of Danda assembled and discussed the
question of drink. They decided that no one should drink liquor,
toddy or tea until they could obtain these cheaply. On /the same day at
Chembur, Jabbar A. Ali went round advising liquor licensees not to take
out licences for the coming year as they would be put to a great loss
owing to picketing.
Small processions on the 8th instant brought some clothes to Ville
Parle Chhawani from Andheri and Santa Cruz. These clothes together
with some clothes which have been sent over from Ghatkopar side are
burnt in the Chhawani. One other procession of note took place during
the week on the 10th instant, when the dead-body of Rewappa Gulla,
who is reported to have died of injuries received at Dtiarasna, was taken
by some 300 people from Ville Parle Chhawani to the burial ground.
No volunteers arrived in the Chhawani during the v/eek, but 70 left for
Poona on 'their way to Sholapur, 14 for Bombay and 13 went home.
The following visited the Chhawani during the week :—K. P. Khadilkar,
1
R. M. Bhagwat, Maniben, daughter of Vallabhbhai Patel, Miss Perin
Captain, G. G.
Palad (Editor of the Kaliyug), G. P. Kapadia,
B. R. Dhurandhar, Lilawali Munshi, Ramibai Kamdar.
. The following doctors also visited the Chhawani for giving treatment to
the injured volunteers:—Dr. Krishnashastri Jamkhindikar. Dr. R. B. Joshl
Dr. D. B. Wadia, Dr. R. N. Bhoinder, Dr. R. S. Kale, Dr. L. E. Gurjar,
Dr. R. M. Purohit
Spinning of yarn and plying of charkas was continued in the chhawani
during the week and classes of instructions in the u^e of takli and charka
were held.
On the 8th a private meeting was held in Ville Parle Chhawani by
Lilavati Munshi, Ramibai Kamdar, G. P. Kapadia, B. R. Dhurandhar and
Dharamanand Kosambi, all of whom came from Bombay for the purpose.
In this meeting it was decided that, as Ramkrishnabuwa had been
; r

Maniben Kara later became a great labour leader, and a Radical Humanist (Royist.)

705
arrested, Dharamanand Kosambi (leader of Shiroda Chhawani) should
become the leader in ithe breaking of the Forest Laws. He should
arrange for the cutting down of tree in any part of the Government
forests without permission, and also organise the movement for nonGovernment
This decision is
Maharashtra
On the 14th, these same people visited the chhawani and settled that the
Salt Law should be broken, every Sunday only.
The leader of the chhawani attended a private meeting at Lamington
Road Congress house on the 10th in which it was resolved that a book
should be written by Maniben Patel giving the history o* the Dharasna
raids, and it Should be called Zulmi Sarkar. It was also decided that
all the chhawanis in Maharashtra should be in.ormed by G. P. Kapadia,
leader of the Bombay Congress House of the appointment of Dharmanand Kosambi as leader of the Forest Law breaking campaign.
A lengthy report was received by Ville Parle Chhawani from Mr. Ganguli,
the secretary, Satyagraha Samiti, Bengal. This report, which contains
details of the alleged harassments and the cruel acts of Government, has
been sent for publication throughout Maharashtra. Another letter was
also received signed by Manilal TVbhuwandas Patel, Mathurabhai Lallubhai Patel, Jagjiwan Homchand Modi and Bansilal Bhogilal Shah, Gujarat
volunteers of Utadi Chhawani. This letter stated that "the Police at
Dharasna without asking any question beat us with laihis, we were
trampled down by hoofs of horses and when we became unconscious we
were brought to the chhawani, where we regained consciousness. Then we
learnt that we had been thrown into thorny bushes. From this you will
see the cruelty of the present Government and in this way it is trying
to overpower us. These facts should be published throughout Maharashtra. We should fight the Government vigorously and energetically."
Four persons of Versowa, including 3 Kolis, have registered their names
as volunteers during the week.
The proceeds from the sale of articles in the Swadeshi shops in Ville
Parle Chhawani amount up-to-date to Rs. 1,305-7-0.
The amount collected in the charitable box hung up in the chhawani is
Rs. 613-11-0 to date.
Donations from the Share Bazaar, Bombay, up-to-date amount to
Rs. 915-7-6.
Jaisukhalal K. Desai, Hiralal Karamchand Gandhi and M. B. Pandya
have each given Rs. 100 to Ville Parle Chhawani.
The campaign of cutting down toddy trees is, being postponed, though
it is rumoured that the leaders have obtained permission from different
owners to cut down 75 trees.
i

1114. Funds.
(1) Thana, June 14.—Rs. 300 were collected at meetings during the
week.
A-115—45-A.
i

*
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(2) East (Chandesh, June 7.—Ziprubuwa alias S. S. Chitnis collected
Rs. 100 in ft meeting at Kanalda, Jalgaon taluka.
(3) Satara, June 14—About Rs. 225 were collected during the week.
1117-A. Village Police.
Ahmednagat, June 14.—The Police Patel of Deothan and the Talathj of
Shamsherpur were boycotted for giving evidence against Ramkrishnadas
Buwa. The boycott of Deothan appears to have been due to village
factions, and compromise have been effected by the Patil paying a fine.
1118. Swadeshi Propaganda.
Ratnagiri, June 14.—At Guhagar ten volunteers have been elected
for travelling about in villages in the Peta to induce the people to use
Swadeshi articles and boycott foreign goods.
i

i

1119. Temperance Movement.
(1) Thana, June 14.—No bidder appeared at most of the toddy shop
auctions and tenders are being taken.
Picketing is taking place on a small scale at the liquor shops of those
who have not promised to abstain from bidding at the next liquor shop
auctions. A movement is going on secretly to win over the licensees to
the Congress side.
(2) East Khandesh, June 7.—Liquor shops are still picketed at Jalgaon,
Pimpalgaon and Asoda.
(3) Ibid, June 14.—Picketing still continues at Jalgaon and Asoda.
The other places in the district have formed panchayats to fine anyone
drinking. This, however, will not affect the Bhils when once they can
get some money from labour, which ait present is very scarce.
(4) Ahmednagar, June 14.—Picketing continues peacefully, on the whole,
in Ahmednagar Camp and City and at Belapur.
At Bhingar on June 10, a Koshti who had been to the liquor shop was
accosted and taken away; his face was blacked with cart grease ; he was
garlanded with shoes and brinjals, and paraded through Bhingar on
a donkey. A procession of about 200 accompanied. As he kept saying
" If you drink you will be treated like this " and he was not willing to
give a complaint, no action was thought advisable.
(5) Poona, June 14—The Bombay paper, the Nava Kal of June 12,
published what purported to be a copy of an open letter from the
secretary, Poona Congress Committee, (to toddy and country-liquor
contractors of Poona. It warned them beforehand not to bid at the
auctions as picketing was to be started and thev would be nut to loss.
On June 13, the Municipal Council, Poona, presided over by
H. V. Tulpule discussed a resolution from the supplementary agenda,
proposed by N. V. Joshi, threatening to cancel nomination of municipal
representatives to the Advisory Excise Committee unless the Collector in
15 days declared there would be total prohibition by December 1933.
/

.

_

A-115—45-B.
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1135. Civil Disobedience Movement, General Summary.
(1) Thana.—A meetings for the week ending June 14, attendances 500
and under, except at Kalyan (June 10), with an audience of 5,000. Chief
1
speakers: Chhotalal Ramdas Shroff and R. S. Ruikar . Ruikar also spoke
at Thana. He said that labour should join the Congress. Propaganda
in connection with the boycott of liquor shops auctions is mentioned.
Owing to the monsoon there are fewer public meetings but more private
conferences of leaders and organisers.
(2) Bandra.—Daily meetings with small audiences of 50 or so.
Agitation in connection with the boycott and picketing of foreign cloth
and toddy shops continues.
(3) Nasik.—23 meetings for the week ending June 14, 8 with audiences
over 1,000. The principal leaders are the following:—Satana taluka,
S. G. Shewale ; Vithal Bahvant Pathak, Yeola ; Pandurang Shridhar " Apte,
Nasik city ; Sitaramdas Shashtri and Dattatraya Yadao Pingle, Niphad ;
Mohinraj Ganesh Kathe of Nandgaon. The last named has been making
wild speeches and manufactured salt at a meeting on June 13.
(4) East Khandesh.—10 meetings for the week ending June, 7. Audience
over 19000 ait Erandol, May 30, when Pandit Shivprasad Sharma of
Cawnpore spoke. Agitation is concentrated or the breach of the forest
laws. 8 meetings for the week ending June 14. Agnation in connection
with the breach of the forest laws still continues in the (three talukas
north of the Tapti and nearest to the Satpura Hills.
(5) Ahmednagar.—4 meetings for the week ending June 14, largest attendance 2,000 on June 9 at Ahmednagar. Professor Achyut Sitaram Patwardhan
asked the audience to defy the ordinances against the picketing and
boycott of foreign cloth. Propaganda for forest satyagraha continues in
Sangamner and Akola talukas, but the movement otherwise appears to be
somewhat losing momentum.
(6) Poona.—5 meetings for the week ending June 14, largest attendance
at Baramati on June 6 (1,000). Week ending June 2 1 : Picketing of
foreign cloth shops and (liquor shops continues, mostly by youth from
other districts. Toddy auctions on June 16 were postponed on account
of the threats of picketers, which deterred bidders. Anti-Civil Disobedience Movement meetings were held by Muhammadans on June 16
and 17 when the speakers were Moulvi Jandat Hussain of Rampur and
Moulvi Sayad Abdul Hussain of Delhi. Audiences were 900. on June
16 and 17 and 500 at a meeting in the Cantonment.
.

i

i

1 Ruikar was a nationalist leader and a labour leader from Na^o-ir,
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(7) Satara.—Week ending June 14. Rise in the number of meetings
from 32 to 53, but speeches are restrained. Breach of the Forest Laws
is preached and the movement is likely to be launched in Pat an taluka.
(8) Sholapur, June 28.—Only 1 meeting during the week at Akluj on
June 25 under Malsiras Police Station. The trial against 9 agitators
of Barsi town ended in the conviction of 8 and the acquittal of one on
June 24. Martial Law was withdrawn on July 1. Conditions are
returning to normal though big merchants have not yet returned.
(9) Ratnagiri.—12 meetings, audiences small.
(10) Kolaba.—24 meetings of no importance individually. Ramchandra
Vishwanath Adhikari advised the non-payment of grazing fees and the
breach of forest laws.
1136. Agitation.
(1) Bombay Suburban District, June 21.—Meetings were held daily
throughout the week as usual with very small attendance averaging 50.
On the 19th Pandit Motilal Nehru visited the Chhawani at Viifle Parle. On
that occasion some 1,500 people assembled. The chief speakers were
Abdulla Rahimtulla, Vrashabhadas Javeri, Pandit Motilal Nehru and
Indraviiay Desai.
There were more accounts of the Dharasna raids, and the work done by
the chhawanis daily, was narrated. Appeals for fresh volunteers were
also made.
Motilal Nehru stated that he was glad to see the chhawani and
appreciated its system of working. The Chhawani had worked well and
was fit to be the head chhawani in Maharashtra. He had requested his
European friends for a long time to consider the state of India, but, as
they were all of one mind, nobody cared for India. In European countries
ladies were respected, while in India they were being disrespected and
beaten regularly. The weapons of Government had to be faced by charkas
and laklis which instruments would bring them swaraj. Their struggle
should be continued in spite of every difficulty.
Dharmanand Kosambi on one occasion requested the volunteers to be
honest and not to disclose any information about the chhawani. The police
appeared to know every detail about the chhawani and he suspected that
some one in the chhawani was giving out all information. This was
treachery to the mother-land.
(2) Ghatkopar.—Meetings were held at Ghatkopar, Bhandup, Mulund
and Chembur. Chief speakers: Kripal
Shamji
Jiwani,
Bechoo
Damodhar of Bhandup, Vithal Narayan Purav of Chdtmbur, and N. B.
Gantrai (Secretary, Mulund Congress Committee.)
Praises were given to those who went to jail or were ill-treated in the
present movement. The British in the olden days had resolved not to
import Indian goods into England, imposing a fine of £ 200 on anybody
found doing so. In this way Indian goods had been boycotted. Now
that they were endeavouring to do a similar thing to English goods,
Government had produced an Ordinance. The people of India are
disgusted because thev have been slaves of the British Government for
150 years. India had been drained by the taxes on salt, liquor and foreign
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cloth, which taxes went to feed the people of England. Other nations are
finding fault with the British which made them afraid and they would
shortly leave India.
(3) Andheri.—Meetings were held at Andheri (2), Versowa, Malad and
Manori.
Audiences varied from 50 to 100. Chief speakers:—Dr. Ramchandra
M. Bhoir, Dilkush Dawawalla, Bhagwant Janardhan Mhatre, Motiram
Hirji Kaskar and Govind Keroba Date.
Most of the speeches were on the evils of spending money on toddy
and liquor. Taxes should not be paid to Government. It was disgrace^
ful that so few people took part in the movement from these parts. The
movement had not stopped and all should help.
(4) Bandra.—A meeting was held by K. Natrajan, who addressed
some 400 people of all communities. All were urged to forget caste and
creed and join the Civil Disobedience Movement. He gave a history ot
Gandhi's life, comparing him with Christ. There were eight other minor
speakers five of whom were women.
(5) Thana, June 29.—Villagers refused to work in the Forests in Manor
range. There is likely to be no bidding at the next forest auctions, as
contractors have not been paid for the timber sent to Gujerat last year.
(6) Nasik, June 21.—Four
volunteers proceeded from Yeola to
Sangamner for forest satyagraha.
A volunteer from Kalamsare, Pachora taluka, East Khandesh, named
Govind Narayan Yadav, Maratha, passed through Manmad on June 10
and collected some Rs. 70 by selling tickets in aid of the Civil Disobedience War Council.
12 volunteers gave their
On June t9, af
names for taking
the northern
Shastri has been
! district makiing
forest satyagraha movement Phatak and Shevale, pleaders, in the Satana
showed considerble keenness
meetings
sitirring up trouble generally.
(7) Nasik, June 21.—Meetings
Date

Place

(1)
June 12
June 14
June 14
June 16

(2)

Nasik
Nasik
Nasik
Trimbak

June 18

Trimbak

June 16
June 17
June 16

Audience
(3)

1,200
300
1000
•

3 50 to 400

•

. 3 50 to 400
150
200

• . Sinnar
.. Yeola
Manmad

•

•

250

•

•

Remarks
(4)
. Liquor picketing
Do.
Peshawar affairs and liquor picketing
The question of hoisting the national
flag on the municipal office.
To discuss the refusal of the members
of the municipality to hoist the
national flag.
Forest satyagraha.
Congratulations to the satyagrahis
returned from Sholapur.
. Civil Disobedience and forest satyagraha.
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Date
•

Place
(2)
Kalwan

(1)

'

June 16

Audience
•

(3)
400

•

Remarks
(4)
•

Swaraj

•

Junibej, Kalwan 200
Taluka.

June 17

/

Do.

**

i

Juno 18

'

'

June 20
June 20
June 21
June 19

150 to 200

Lohoner
Satana
•

•

•

1,500

•

Tiwan, Satana
Taluka.

Forest satyagraha.

.

1,000

Mulher, Satana 60
Malwan

•

•

•

•

•

400

Forest satyagraha.
Boycott of foreign cloth and forest
satyagraha.

•

•

Present unrest and forest satyagraha

•

Swaraj.

(8) East Khandesh, June 21.—44 meetings were held in the district of
which the following deserve notice:
Date
(1)
13th June

Place

Audience

(2)

(3)
75

Vadri,
Police
Station Yawal

•

•

|

13th June

Akulkheda,
Police station
Chopda

14th June

Dongar-Kathore,
Police station
Yawal.

•

•

600

Remarks
(4)

SitaramBhauji Chaudhari advised his
audience to break the forest law
appealed to the villagers to boycott
the Police Patels; and Government
servants to resign.
•

•

S. B. Chaudhari and five others incited the people to boycott Government servants; to boycott the liquor
auctions; to refuse to pay land
revenue; to assist those who were
willing to take up the forest satyagraha and to boycott auctions of
forest produce.

*

15th June

t

.i•

16th June..

16th June
*

Chopda

ft

*

Adawad

Erandol

•

0

Namdeo Ukha Mahafa n presided.
Ziprubuwa and S. Y. Virwadekar
appealed to the audience to boycott
foreign cloth, to use khaddar, to
refuse to pay Government taxes,
and to break the forest laws.

800

Chotalal Veduse. Gujarati presdied
C. S. Wagh, C.B. Bhole, D. Y.
Sagaskar, and D. H. Desai spoke..
Appealed to thaudience
to join
the forest satyagraha and to take up
every kind of political agitation.

700

Appealed to the village police resign; to boycott anyone appototed
to act as officiating P. P. socially
to boycott the Police.

9

150

•

•

Laxman Shaligram Kabre advised the
people to boycott the courts by setting up village panchayats. Shankar
Motifam Kabre who is at present
undergoing sentence, is to be the
president of the Erandol panchayat.

m
Date

a)

17th June

18th June

19th June

Place

Audience

Remarks

(2)
Amalner

(3)
700

(4)

Do.

Dr. Vinayak Bapuji Chitle ot Panve
Kolaba District, spoke on the
Civil Disobedience Movement and
advised his audience to carry on the
campaign against the oppressions of
Government. Ramchandra Dhondu
Bhoge of Raver also spoke.

1,000

Adawad

600

•

•

•

•

•

20th June

Do.

20th June

Chopda

Jalgaon
1st June
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^m

•

•

R. D. Bhoge of Raver advised the boycott of foreign cloth and of Government servants. He also said that
he could supply any amount of
contraband salt if any one wanted
to buy it. 8 persons gave their names
and the speaker said that he would
send it to them in such a way that
the police should not get hold of it.
V. R. Koli and B. M. Hari spoke on
the Civil Disobedience Movement
and exhorted the police patels to
resign as they no longer had any
respect from the public, advised the
people to break the forest laws.

700

Nimaklal Mithulal (obviously an at,
sumed name) delivered a speecsfavouring the breach of the foresh
laws.

800

Speeches in favour of the breach of the
forest laws were made by 3 persons
in this meeting.
..

1,000

V. V. Bochare and W. R. Sharma
spoke against the oppressions that
the Government has undertaken

Kutubuddin Kazi went to Lohara, Savda Police-station on June 19 and
convened a meeting of the Tadwis, about 125 in all, and advised them to
keep aloof from the movement to cut trees and to generally break the
Forest Laws. He also advised ithem not to have anything to do with
Congresswallas, who were carrying on the agitation for the benefit of their
own stomachs and not for that 6f (the country. The meeting passed
ly that the Tadwis should, withhold ithemselves
Jjution
from the Civil Disobedience Movement.
Dharaana Day was celebrated by the local Congress in Jalgaon by
holding a procession throughout the city followed by a meeting on
the 21st
Sharma
andl
Kishan
Surajcharan
held
processions
Wasant
ek
of
about
30
boys
and
girls
to
keep
up
the
daily throughout the week of ab
public interest in, the movement.
The local Marwadis of Fattehj
their sympathies with the movei
June
(9) West Khcmdesh, June 7
was taken in Dhulia city a<s<
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ passing
^^^^
^^^^^^
Ordinances. About 400 persons had taken part in it. 27 volunteers
under the leadership of Pundlik Patil of Kapadne left for Ville Parle on
-

*

4th June 1930. They were itaken in procession to the station. On 5th
June 1930, takli procession wa»s taken through the City. Nawal Ananda
Patil who was arrested at JSakri on 5th June 1930, was brought to
Dhulia the same evening and was taken in procession to the jail. He was
sentenced to 9 months rigorous imprisonment under Section 117, I. P. C ,
tor abetting the breaking of the Forest Act. Boys and girls go through
the city with the national flag several times daily. Chhotalal Gourishankar
Karade of Surat who was arrested at Shahada and brought to Dhulia on
8th June 1930 at 5 p.m. was taken in procession up to the jail. He is
an undertrial prisoner. Picketing of liquor and toddy shops continues.
Hatred towards the Government and Government servants, especially the
Police, is increasing.
On 28th May 1930 Yeknath Shridhar Shimpi of Borkund adpised the
villagers of Dhulia to use swadeshi goods, to abstain from drink and tea
and to have unity.
On 30th May 1930 Shankarsing Thakor advised people at Borkund to
abstain from drink, to use swadeshi cloth, to have unity. The national
flag was hoisted on the gateway of the village.
Un 29th May 1930 some Wadars had camped near Kamphal Chowki,
Songir Police-station. Some merchants of Songir advised them to abstain
from drink and told them that it they would not listen to them they would
get nothing in the bazaar. The Wadars took no heed but when they
tound that they could not get anything in the bazaar they consented to
abide by the advice of the merchants when they were given supplies.
On 31st May 1930 in the bazaar of Lamkani, Laxman Mahadeo
Halwai of Ner, Bhagwan Mahadeo Halwai of Ner, Jagannath Haribhai of
Lamkani, Nagindas Bhagwandas of Lamkani advised the villagers not to
drink. One man had a drink and he was much derided.
Ramji Lai Murlidhar, Murardas Nagindas, Keshavlal Maganlal,
Chintaman Ramchandra, all of Dondaicha, called all the merchants
privately and told them not to give anything to the Police. They refused
to comply.
Murardas Nagindas, Keshavlal Waman, Hasan Jipru, Ramji Murlidhar,
Chintaman Ramchandra, all of Dondaicha requested the merchants not to
order foreign goods for six months and advised people not to use them.
On 5th June 1930 a procession of Gandhi's photograph was token through
the Dondaicha village.
Padamsing Diwansing, Police Patel of Warwade, would not resign his
Patelship and Weniram Vishnu Shimpi of Dondaicha, would not consent
to abstain from sewing foreign cloth so both of them have been boycotted
in their respective villages.
Yeshwantrao Sakharam Patil of Kasara, Bhaurao Anna Patil of
Dhadna, Namdeo Bhaurao Patil of Dhadna went to Balana on 26th May
1930 and to Dang Shirwade on the 27th.
Yeshwant advised the villagers to abstain from drink and to boycott
Government servants.
On 2nd June 1930 Rajaram, Domaji Patel, Manik Anaji Patil, Rambhau
Krishna Patil, all of Dhadna, went to Tembhe. Rajaram advised
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villagers to abstain from drink, to use Khadi and boycott Government
servants.
and Bandas of Pimpaln
not get any loan$, or credit.
Villagers are also advised not to pay grazing fees and to bring dry wood
from the forest. This propaganda seems to have had some effect on the
villagers of Samoda, Balana, Pimpalner, Desh Shirwade and Dang
Shirwade.
(10) West Khandesh, June 14.—Meetings held include the following : —
Date

Place

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

6th June

Paqjara Riverbed, Dhulia

2,000

10th June

Dhulia

2,000

8th June

Sakri

5,000

Mahadev Pandharinath Khaladkar
asked the Muhammadans to join in
the present struggle.
Balubhai Laxmidas Mehta exhorted the
youths to leave schools and colleges
and join in the present struggle.
Nathu Tukaram Lohar exhorted the
people to carry on the agitation to
the villagers.
Prabhakar Vithal Gokhale recited 4
scngs and then said; "Drive out this
Government. Poems
penetrate
more forcibly than prose lectures.
You know how Laxmibai of Jhansi
crushed the white people, we shall
wait to see the result of Gandhi's
non-violent movement for 3 years
and then launch a violent agitation
in 1933." The meeting dispersed
after Muchate sang a ballad about
the Queen of Jhansi.
The meeting was called by all leaderss
of Sakri taluka purposely to arrange
a definite plan to start Civil Disobedience Campaign against the
forest laws. Laxman Bala Joshi of
Pimpalner advised the boycott of
Government servants, especially of
the Police, Revenue and
Forest
Departments. He also asked them
not to pay grazing fees, and not to
bid at the auctions. He advised
them to not to cut trees or damage
the forest. He explained that the
campaign was for grazing fees and
taking grass only. At the beginning and end of the meeting Some
songs denouncing British rule were
sung.

10th June

Pimpalner

discussed were; boy
use of khaddar, noi
of Forest Laws, etc.

Attendance

800

Remarks

•

*

Laxman Bala Joshi impressed upon the
audience that it was wrong to stedal
wood from the forest and advised
the audience to boycott Government
officers, foreign cloth and not to
fear Police. He told them to break
the Forest Laws openly.

attendances were below 800 and the subjects
Government servants, abstention from liquor,
boycott of foreign goods, breach
yment
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Hindus are trying their utmost to induce Muhammadans to join in
the present agitation, but are meeting with no success. Agitators are
moving in the villages and advising the Bhil population to leave off
The majority of Police Patels
drinking
of Sakri taluka are doing their duties only nominally. They show no
desire to help the Police or other Government servants.
21.—Out of the 26 meetings held in the
(11) West Khandesh, June 21.—
district during the week the following are important :
Date
(1)
18th June

Place
(2)
•

Dhulia

Remarks

Attendance

(4)

(3)
500

To observe Sholapur d&y.

252

Prabliakar Vithal Gokhale of Nasik
said that grazing fee should not be
paid; advice was given to follow
Bardoli.

• i

llth June
f

t

. Khed, Taluka
Dhulia

All should learn lathi exercises as
the Police were to be driven out.
No one should report any theft to
the Police.
(12) Ahmednagar, June 21.—Meeting are being held less frequently and
attract smaller audiences.
Propaganda for forest satyagraha being carried on in Sangamner and
Akola taiukas appears to be meeting with some response.
Interest in picketing seems to have lessened
Prosecutions appears to be having a beneficial effect on the general
situation.
Several individuals of Kopargaon and Rahuri taiukas who have been
prosecuted have given, bail and offered defence, and some of them have
been taking part in subsequent meetings ; they have been instructed by
the District Satyagraha Committee not to offer defence.
, The National School boys of Ahmednagar took to spinning wheels and
takli spinning of thread on June 16.
Meetings for forest satyagraha were held in Akola taluka, the largest
being of 450 on June 18 at Palkhunde. It was attended by Satta and
Sardesai and by Rao Bahadur G. K. Chitale, pleader of Ahmednagar.
Fifty blankets and 50 buckets were purchased at Ahmednagar on June 20
for satyagrahis at Sangamner.
The satyagrahis at Sangamner were occupying the Gaorakshan, which
was being used as a Panjrapol, and had, therefore, been assessed for non*
agricultural use. The Collector took action under the Land Revenue
Code and the satyagrahis have been turned out by the panchas, which has
helped to widen the breach between the Brahmins and Marwadis. The
satyagrahis are now occupying a temple and a math. There is talk of
their moving to Akola for lack of support in Sangamner.
Local leaders in Ahmednagar are making a laughing stock of Prefnraj
Mukunddas Mutha for his timidity and fear of arrest.
Meetings of 1,000 on June 16 and 750 on June 18 were held at Rahuri
consequent upon the conviction of Satbhai,
14th June

Ner, Taluka
Dhulia

225
1

*

•

•
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Picketing of liquor shops continued, Foreign liquor shops were also
to have been picketed in Ahmednagar from June 22, but the application
of the Picketing Ordinance seems to have caused the leaders to decide to
have their strength for country shops.
On June 16 picketers in
Ahmednagar harassed a man who had been drinking; a case has been
sent up.
(13) Poona, June 2/.—Meetings held include the following : Date
Place
Attendance
Remarks
.".

(1)

16th June

(2)

Reay Market

.

(3)

(4)

350

.. To congratulate V. G. Kulkarni on
his arrest. The speakers also called
for picketers for liquor shops.
18th June
Shaniwar Wada
300
.. Foreign cloth and picketing of liquor
shops. Congratulations to leaders
on their conviction and asking for
picketers to volunteer.
The Sub Inspector, Khed, mentions a meetings on June 14 in which Dosi
Manilal Hemchand of Shenoli (Satara district) and Chintaman Keshav Parkhi
Bibi, spoke on rural grievances, and advocated disregard of the Forest
Law and upsetting the present Government. The Police Patel reported
the matter and further enquiries are being made. One Shah BhogilaJ
Gulabchand of Supa is said (to have been in the plet with the two
mentioned above.
(14) Sholapur, June 21.—At Pandharpur on June 14 a meeting of
500 was held to protest against the conviction of one Bandu Ganesb
Khadkikar of Pandharpur.
At Akluj, Malsiras taluka, on June 18, a meeting of 150 was held to
congratulate a local agitator named Ratanchand Premachand who had
been convicted. A hartal was also observed on that day.
On June 14 and 15 there were processions at Pandharpur at which
national songs were sung.
(15) Satara, June 21.—As reported last week, batches of volunteers
either returned or released from Shiroda satyagraha salt camp, owing to
its breakdown have been moving in batches from village to village
carrying on propaganda, and this mainly accounts for the number of
civil disobedience meetings numbering 60 this week, as against 53 last
week. Contraband salt was, as usual, sold at 6 of these meetings by
youngsters, and so no attention was paid to it. The main theme of
oratory was the shortly expected general breach of the Forest Laws and
by irresponsible strictures regarding the Simon Commission Report and
advice to Government servants, especially the Police, to resign and join
the movement.
(16) Ratnagiri, June 21.-1 meetings were held during the week, of
which the following 3 are important :
Date
Place
Attendance
Remarks
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
16th June
Shiroda
.. 150 ..
.. Dr A. K. Bhagwat referred to the
happenings at Sholapur, Peshawar,
etc., and asked the students to
leave High schools and # colleges.
Simon Report was criticised, and
'
advocated boycott of foreign cloth
•

4
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Date

Place

Attendance

(1)

(2)

(3)

11th June

Malwan

..

200

12th June

Malwan

..

250

Remarks
(4)
.. Shripad Sadashiv Mahajan asked for
volunteers to picket liquor shops.
.. Importance and utility of cow were
explained and the people requested
to help the fund and to abstain
from tea taking. Rs. 20-4-0 were
collected in the meeting. In all
Rs. 53-4-0 at Malwan.

(17) Ratnagiri, June 21.—Vithal Vishrain Vichare of Rajapur and
Janardan Murari Subhedar of Jaitapur with about 8 to 10 boys go along
the town of Rajapur every morning and evening with national flag and
singing national songs asking the people to work for the nation.
(18) Kolaba, June 21.—There were 17 meetings during the week
maximum audience 150.
On June 15 at Pen 700 to 800 Gandhi caps were distributed free.
This accounts, perhaps, for the Pen people being partial to this form of
headgear.
It is reported that Tukaram Savlaram Pansare has been urging people
of Mahad to break the Forest Laws. Enquiries are being made about
this.
25 men of Bhilji, Alibag taluka, cut and removed 27 forest trees. The
culprits, who are known, are villagers and they were probably instigated
by agitators. Enquiries into the matter are proceeding.
1137. Organisation.
Bombay Suburban District, June 21.—A chhawani has been opened
at Trombay and two volunteers from the Chembur Chhawani have been
sent there.
One Christian of Chembur Petroc Isaac joined the movement on the
19th instant. No other volunteers are forthcoming in the district up to
the present, although the volunteers at Ville Parle Chhawani have several
times been round endeavouring to obtain some.
Pracharak Karya Shikshana Sanstha was opened in Ville Parle Chhawani
on 20th. The object of this is to educate volunteers to become leaders
of the movement and to understand the present situation in India. In
consequence of the meeting held by Dr. Dandekar at Madh some 60 Kolis
met to decide the question of giving up liquor and toddy. It was
unanimously resolved to postpone the discussion.
No funds were received in the Chhawani during the week.
1138. Ville Parle Chhawani.
S. B. Bombay Presidency, Poona, July 5- The
Ville Parle Chhawani have been destroyed. Salt water is only brought
on Sundays to the Chhawani. Picketing of liquor shops by women
volunteers continues but is not very effective ; the most effective form
being social boycott. Dharmanand Kosambi, leader of the Shiroda
Chhawani, has been appointed leader for the anti-forest law movement in
place of Ramkrishnadas Buwa. All chhawanis in Maharashtra will be
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informed of this fact by G. P. Kapadiya
House.

from

the

Bombay Congress

1140. Volunteers.
(1) West Khandesh, June 14.—There are 292 volunteers in the Dhulia
camp. The camp manager is one Yeshwant Vyankatesh Jawadekar.
(2) S. B. Bombay Presidency, Poona, July 5.—No important enlistments
of volunteers are mentioned, and with the coming of the rains it is likely
that there will be defections rather than enlistments.
Ahmednagar reports that 8 volunteers went to Akola from Sangamner
and 8 volunteers arrived at Sangamner from Poona. Poona reports that
72 volunteers arrived from Ville Parle on June 10 and 87, including these
72, left the next morning for Sholapur. The volunteers also left the
Poona camp in small numbers for Bombay (4) Belgaum (4) and Hubli
(7) on June 23 and 24. There are now 65 volunteers in the satyagraha
camp at Poona (June 28).
(3) Poona, June 21.—The Deputy Superintendent of Police, E Division,
reports the movements of 4 Sholapur flag satyagrahis as below : —
9th village Bavda under Indapur.
10th village Bori under Indapur.
11th village Sansar under Indapur.
11th village Nira under Baramati.
12th Nira-Poona.
At all these places they held meetings and asked for money, but got
little support. They said the main body (there were 36 in this lot at the
outset had been arrested in Kurduwadi in Sholapur district.
The following volunteers arrived at the satyagraha camp in Tilak
Mahavidyalaya during the week : —
3 from Sholapur on June 16.
3 from Kolhapur on June 19.
2 from Dharwar on June 20.
2 from Satara Road on June 21.
The following left the camp during the week : —
4 left for Dadar on June 16.
4 left for Bombay on June 17.
2 left for Dadar on June 17.
5 left for Belgaum on June 19.
4 left for Dadar on June 21.
3 left for Ahmednagar on June 21.
6 left for Dadar on June 21 .
An example of the rudeness of outside volunteers was an unlawful
procession of white caps and national flags, which emerged from the Tilak
Smarak Mandir on June 20 and mingled at certain points with the big
Alandi Palkhi procession, which moved through Poona that evening.
Haribhau Vaehire is believed to have been the leader and organiser of
th'"s demonstration, which resulted in the burning if some caps and in
an aissault on a motor driver. Owing to the City Police being engaged
the time. It ended at Shaniwar Wada without holding a meeting.
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(4) Sholapur, June 21.—Six volunteers on June 19, and three on
June 21 arrived at Sholapur from Bijapur. One of these was convicted
under Martial Law and the other under th<
(5) Satara, June 21.—Nine volunteers wer
batch
if 18 left Satara for Poona on June 17. It was not possible to ascertain
their final destination as their despatch onwards rests with the Provincial
War Council,
1141. Swaraj Flag, Hoisting of the.
(1) Thana, June 21.—The Congress flag was hoisted on several Local
Board schools on June 21, the District School Board issuing circular
orders that this should be done.
(2) West Khandesh, June 21.—On June 19 Sidram Vedappa Kanade,
a boy of about 11 or 12 years, hoisted a rashtriya flag on school No. 3.
The head master removed it on the advice of the administrative officer
Mr. Teli. All the boys went to Teli's house and demanded their flag
much sensation was caused and a crowd assembled but on the Police
intervening the flag was returned to the boys and the excitement
subsided.
Gangadhar Pralhad Bhat Joshi, Shamrao Narayan Nhavi, Narayan
Ananda Wani and Hari Shivram, Marwadi, all of Phagna, taluka Dhulia,
take 15 boys with them daily in the morning; and evening and move about
in the village with a national flag, singing rashtriya songs. On June 15
while they were thus moving they preached satyagraha of the Forest Law
by cutting grass from the forest.
(3) Ratnagiri, June 21.—At Ratnagiri on June 16 Sholapur day was
observed by worshipping the national flag hoisted in front of the house
occupied by Vishnu Ganesh Apte (now in jail). 20 men were present
among whom Sadashiv Khando Altekar, pleader of Karad, district Satara,
was also present. Altekar told the audience that there was no sedition
in joining the Seva Dal (national service corps). 11 men of Ratnagiri
have joined the Dal to learn discipline.
1142. Swadeshi Propaganda.
(1) Poena, June 21.—Picketing of foreign cloth shops was started
independently by women at four shops in Tulsi Bag and Shani Par on
June 14 and 16, which was taken up by the Satyagraha Mandal, which
proceeded to picket among others, the shop of K. G. Pashannkar the
local agitator. Pashankar is very annoyed and complains that business
is being driven from the city to the camp bazaar.
On June 17, 33 shops were picketed and. on June 18, 45.
On June 18, the City Police prosecuted one Shiralkar, volunteer, for
obstruction. He was fined Rs. 3 or 3 days' jail and went to jail.
Several leaflets telling people not to buy cloth have been noticed.
The picketers are fanatical youths, for the most part from other districts,
and now residing at the satyagraha camp in Tilak Mahavidyalaya.
They are indiscriminate in their methods and are picketing the Lokmanya
Swadeshi Stores which profess to deal only in Swadeshi goods.
(2) Ratnagiri, June 21.—Mahadeo Tukaram Walawalkar of Vengurla
has started a Gandhi Service Sangha at Vengurla for spinning purposes.
•

•
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1144. Resignation of Government Servants.
Ratnagiri, June 21.—One Pandurang Vithal Karmarkar of Shirawali
a village in Sawantwadi State, said to be serving in the Bombay High
Court, is reported (to. have resigned, and has come to Kanakavli to carry
on khadi propaganda.
1145. Boycott of Government Servants:
Thana, June 21.—The house of Colonel Sir Beharam Nanavati at Bordi
was boycotted from June 11 owing to the presence there of Amtia, Deputy
Superintendent of Police, Surat. Demonstrations took place on June 11
and 13. Some Parsis took part on the latter date. On June 10 a Parsi
Panchayat well was polluted, The inmates of the hou§e were subjected
to such inconvenience and annoyance, until this was reported on June 15,
from which day protection was given. The energies of the boycotters
were directed towards ascertaining the sources from which supplies were
obtained and persuading the provisioners to take part in the boycott.
1146. Temperance Movement.
(1) Bombay Suburban District, June 21.—Only two processions took
place form the Ville Parle Chhawani during the week, on the 15th and
21st.
On the same day a procession of about 30 women calling itself
prabhat jeri moved in Bandra for about an hour in the early morning.
On several mornings of the week some 30 people of Versowa mostly
boys processed singing songs.
Since Sunday the 15th, the picketing of toddy shops at Parle has
ceased.
On the 16th some 50 or 60 women picketers accompained by a few
men came to picket outside the Mamlatdar's office at Bandra. A police
cordon had been formed and those women picketers, who were obstructing
traffic, or broke through the police cordon, were surrounded until the
auctions were finished. Three men volunteers who came there were
prosecuted under District Police Act and fined Rs. 30 each. As they
refused to pay they were sentenced to one month's simple imprisonment.
On the following day although there was no proper auction some
30 or 40 women volunteers picketed outside the Mamlatdar's office.
Eight men volunteers who accompanied them were arrested, tried and
convicted under Section 4 of Ordinance No. V of 1930.
The toddy shop at Ghatkopar was picketed for two or three days last
week by two women of Ghatkopar. No volunteers arrived at or left
c
Chhawa
1
Chhawani
A branch of the vanar sena or monkev army, has been formed in Ville
Parle Chhawani which consists of some 30 boys under 12 years.
(2) Nasik, June 2/.—The liquor shop picketing continued in this area
and in Nasik city. Sales are reported to have fallen substantially, and
at Tarabad and Mulher the liquor shop contractors have given up keeping
liquor for sale. In Nasik city, no trouble has occurred during the week
at the shops, so far as is known.
Generally speaking, it seems that the next movement to cause trouble
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will be the breaking of Forest Laws in the north of the district, specially
taluka
—Picketing of liquor shops continues at
West
Dhulia, Nandurbar, Sakri and Taloda. There was no picketing at Dhulia
on 10th and 11th. The villagers of Shirud, Khed, Arvi and Kusumba
under Dhulia taluka has resolved to stop drinking, smoking cigarettes
and using foreign sugar. The penalty for defaulter is a fine ranging
from Rs. 1-4-0 to 21.
(4) West Khandesh, June 21.—Picketing of liquor shops continues at
Dhulia, Nandurbar and Taloda.
Picketing of shop in Dhulia has slackened considerably on account of
some tension between Brahmins and non-Brahmins.
Some satyagrahis went to picket liquor shop at Nawapur on June 16
but the manager of the shop told them how unjust was their action as
other shops in the taluka were not picketed. They listened to him and
the picketing was stopped. Picketing at Dondaicha and Sindkheda is
stopped. The shop at Nizampur, taluka Sakri, was picketed on June 16.
(5) East Khandesh. June 21.—Picketing of liquor shops at Jalgaon,
Pachora, Asoda and Erandol continues.
The local Kunbis of Fattehpur have decided to boycott those who drink
liquor. They have started a social boycott of Shyam Krishna, Kunbi,
as he has refused to sign a no-drinking pledge. He has complained to
the Magistrate of threats but no evidence is procurable.
(6) Poona, June 21.—The Poona City Municipality met on June 17
under H. V. Tulpule and resolved before taking any active part in
picketing to ascertain the opinions of the residents of different wards.
Before June 16 (the auction day), Tulpule approached presumptive
bidders, but could get no assurance from them not to bid. He then
projected an assembly of 100 or more di§suaders at the Collector's Office,
but only a few agitators, such as G. T. Joshi, K. T. Jadhav, Popatlal
Shah, H. B. Waghire and K. G. Pashankar, turned up. Police arrangements had been made to deal with possible interruptions and the above
persons were turned away. But the threats of intensive picketing had
their effect and bidders would not come forward. The auction was
postponed.
On June 19, the liquor shops in Mit Ganj was picketed by Vishwanath
Nana Fule, R. S. Naidu, Baboo Vithoba Kamathi and Ananda Namdeo
Wayal. These volunteers also picketed the liquor shop in Nana Peth and
Mangalwar Peth on June 21 for a few hours. Their motive was said to
be ill-will against certain shop proprietors.
(7) Sahara, June 21.—Picketing of liquor shops has commenced in
earnest at Satara city, Tarla, Masur and Targaon, and signs are apparent
that this particular phase of the Civil Disobedience Campaign may spread
to other parts of the district in the near future. With the exception of
Tarla, no trouble has been reported from the other three places. As the
picketers at Tarla carried their enthusiasm beyond reasonable bounds, six
of them are being run in under Section 53 of the District Police Act.
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(8) Kolaba, June 27 .—Picketing of liquor shops continues in most towns
and particularly in Panwel where a few Muhammadans assist Hindu
picketers. In most places picketing is fairly easy on account of the caste
system being utilised to encourage or enforce temperance.
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POLITICAL, POLITICO-RELIGIOUS AND RACIAL MOVEMENT

1168. Civil Disobedience Movement, General Summary.
(1) Bandra.—Daily meetings with small audiences, usually about 50.
The heavy rains during the week ending June 28 have considerably
damped interest in the movement, though perambulating processions of
boys and girls still take place. There has been no picketing of liquor
shops at Ville Parle or Ghatkopar during the week.
(2) Thana, Week ending June 21.—Villagers refuse to work in the
forests in Manor range. It is feared there may be no bidding at the next
forests auctions as contractors have not paid for the timber sent to Gujarat
last year.
(3) Nasik.—15 meetings with audiences of over 1,000 at Nasik
( 2 meetings). 1 at Satana on June 20 (1,500) and at Tilwan on
June 20 (1,000).
(4) East Khandesh.—44 meetings for week ending June 21, with
audiences of over 1,000 at Amalner on June 18 and at Jalgaon on June 21.
Prominent speakers have been Namdeo Ukha Mahajan, Ziprubuwa,
Chotalal Veduse, R. D. Bhoge of Rawer, V. V. Bochare and
W. R. Sharma.
(5) West Khandesh.—26 meetings but with smaller audiences, maximum
being 500. Appeals were made to the Hindus to join the movement but
so far without success.
(6) Ahmednagar.—Audiences small, forest satyagraha continues in
Sangamner and Akola talukas and meets with some response. Prosecutions
appear to have had a beneficial effect on the general situation.
(7) Poena.—June 26 was observed as Bombay Day in Poona to
protest against the alleged Bombay Police atrocities. The Poona students
took part in a large procession estimated at about 20,000 in the afternoon
and there was some disorder prior to this. R. G. Bhide threatened
Government with bloodshed if non-violence failed to defeat Government.
To soften down he observed that Government officers should not be
attacked, but should be prevented from carrying out their functions.
Tulple, municipal president, said that most of the Police atrocities
were the work of Europeans as the Gandhi movement had created an
awakening in the hearts of Indians in the Police,
A-115—46-A.
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Week ending July 5. The Poona Youth League celebrated Garhwal Day
on July 1. A very large procession estimated at 15,000 was taken round
prior to the meeting at Shaniwar Wada at which objectionable but guarded
speeches were made.
A three-day hartal of colleges met with some success especially in the
colleges mentioned below where the normal attendance and the attendance
on the third day of the hartal are given side by side.
Normal Hartal 3rd
strength
Day
Fergusson College
Engineering College Diploma Classes
Engineering College Degree Classes
Deccan College

..
..

1,100
265
160
249

90
54
20
84

The first two days' hartal had little effect.
On July 5 (Gandhi Day ) a procession started in the afternoon to go to
the Yerawda Jail. It was held up at the Bund Bridge en route and
joined by sightseers to the extent of about 10,000. The processionists
remained seated on the road side and became riotous after that and jeered
at and attacked the cars of some Europeans returning to Kirkee by that
road. The mob was subsequently scattered by a lathi charge.
(7) Sholapur.—Only one meeting at Pandharpur (week ending June 21).
(8) Satara.—60 meetings for the week ending June 21, and 71 meetings
in the following week. Several batches of volunteers moving from place
to place account for some of these meetings. The boycott of Government
servants and breach of the forest laws is advocated, and students are also
pressed to leave colleges, and older agitators appear to be training students
to take their place to avoid their own arrests. Forest satyagraha agitation
may lead to further trouble among the illiterate villagers.
(1) Ratnagiri.—7 small meetings, audience 250.
(2) Kolaba.—17 small meetings, maximum audience 150. 700 Gandhi
caps were distributed free at Pen.
1169. Agitation.
(1) Bombay Suburban District!, Jure 82.—Prabhal jeri processions were
held at Malad, Versowa, Babhai (Borivli Police station) and Bandra.
These were small affairs consisting of 20 small boys and girls.
There was no picketing of liquor shops at Ville Parle or Ghatkopar
during the week. At Chembur, 10 volunteers, and at Madh five
volunteers, were prosecuted for picketing under Ordinance No. 7 of 1930.
A hartal was observed at Chembur as a result of these prosecutions. 22
volunteers are still left permanently in the Chhawani. No volunteers came
f
or w ent away.
The leaders of the Chhawani daily visited either Lamirtgton Road or
Lower Parel Congress Houses.
Four volunteers came to Ville Parle Chhawani to attend the Pracharak
Sanstha.
!
i A new Maharashtra Satyagrahi Chhawani has been opened at Nipani
for the training of leaders. Two volunteers, B. Mohite and
A-115—46-B.
'

•

723

V. V. Phansale, were sent there from Ville Parle on June 24. The
subscription for joining this Chhawani is Rs. 15 a month.
All the Ville Parle Chhawani volunteers have been busy spinning yarn
and playing taklis.
A private meeting was held in the Ville Paile Chhawani on June 27 by
the leaders. The subject for discussion was that people did not appear
to take interest in the campaign for boycotting foreign cloth, and the
volunteer's duty was to collect foreign clothes and impress on the minds
of the people the importance of boycott. Volunteers themselves did not
take proped interest in their work ; this was bad. This was the final
would have to repent, and
struggle and if they did not get
would be extremely trouble by Government
Another private meeting of women was also held on June 27 at the
Chhawani when all women were requested to attend regularly. Women are
now avoiding attendance although frequently requested. It is reported
that 20 volunteers will be sent to Sangamner from Ville Parle to retake
possession of that Chhawani.
It is learnt that one Vithaldas Samaldas Mehta, a relation of
M. B. Mehta, has demanded Rs. 500 from the Chhawani for tfie family of
M. B. Mehta
Chhawani
and
The following letter about (boycott is being sent to all the Chhawanis in
Maharashtra : —" It has been settled by the Congress and other District,
The boycott
observed
campaign has be going on for a long time, but people have not yet
given up foreign cloth. It is, therefore, humbly requested that everyone
should give up foreign cloth, which is as a poison to India, and wear
Khaddar. Our boycott has had a tremendous effect on Lancashire, and
If,
Mr
at this stare. India makes the boycott campaign successful, it will surely
benefit. It is hoped that the people of India will not miss such a golden
opportunity, but will isave their money by wearing khaddar and boycotting
en
The heavy rains of last week have considerably damped interest in this
movement.
were
held
during
the
(2) Nasik, June 28.—The following meetings
week :
»j

Date

0)
19th Tunc
20fh June ..

21st June ..

^

N'^.sik

600

Do,

•

800

•

400

Do.

Remarks
(4)

Attendance
(3)

Place
(2)

•

•

Regarding the national f!ae question
•

*

Simon Commission Report and observance of hartal on the date of publication.
Meeting in honour of the hoisting
of the national flag. Congratulations
to Sub-Inspector Chaudhari of the
Nasik Police on resigning his appointment.
TT

Sir
Wadgewood
Ben,
Secretary
of
State
for
India.
1
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Date
(1)
21-st J u i s

Place
(2)
Nisic .

22nd Jun

Do.

23rd June

Do.

24th Juic

Do.

22nd June

0)
1,503
403 to 503

•

•

•

•

Sinnar

Present political situation and the aims
of the Youth League, Phadke, secretary
of the Bombay Youth League, addressed the meeting and that of the 22nd.

•

•

600

Experiences of a volunteer who went
to Sholapur for Flag Satyagraha.
One Khare of Chiplun, Ratnagiri.

250

Speeches regarding the present movement.

. 500 to 600

23rd June

Do.

. 300 to 400

24th June

Yeola

25th June

Mulhcr

500

25th June

Satana

1.500

23rd Jijne

Sompur, Satana 250
Taluka

25th June

Antapur,
250
Taluka Satana

26th June
26th June

•

•

Condemnation of the behaviour
of the Bombay Police and the publication of the II Volume of Simon
Commission.

800

Vinchur

20th June

Present political situation and the aims
of the Youth League.

.

450

.

Do.

25th June

Remarks
(4)
National flag question.

Attendance

.

Do.
•

Do.

•

To congratulate the Bombay ladies
on their courage, etc.

1,500

•

Forest satyagraha.

•

Congratulations to forest satyagrahis
who were going to Nampur.
Forest satyagraha.

•

•

Do.

Tarabad,
500
Taluka Satana

Do.

Pimpalkbuta,
300
. Taluka Satana

Do.

»

29th June

Nampur

10,000

..

National flag hoisting
satyagraha.

and

forest

5 other small meetings were held in the district with an audience not
exceeding 150, and the usual speeches were made.
(3) East Khandesh, June 28.—Sadashiv Vinayak Bapat of Poona arrived
in the district during the week and ha§ been touring, giving one lecture
which he has repeated at several places. The Shorthand Sub-Inspector
was sent to report his speeches and he reported that he was present at
six meetings which were addressed by S. V. Bapat and in each case the
speech was word-for-word similar to the first that he had given. The
District Magistrate has now issued an order under Section 144, C. P. C ,
prohibiting him from addressing lectures in this district.
Shankar Abaji Wagh of Dhulia. Sadashiv Moreshwar Wagh of Dhulia
and Namdeo Thana Sonar of Nyahalcada, Dhulia taluka, arrived from
West Khandesh of which they are inhabitants.
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Processions with the Congress flag were taken out daily at Jalgaon,
Erandol, Parola, Pimpalgaon, Lohara, Chopda and Yawal.
On June 27 the students of all schools in the city of Jalgaon took out
a procession of the Congress flag and hoisted it on several schools in the
city, in me evening a Dig meeting was held to congratulate the students
for what they had done.
Of the 3 meetings reported, 16 were against the Forest Laws. Steps
are being taken where possible against the speakers.
(4) East Khandesh, June 28.—Meetings held include the following:
Date
Place
Attendance
Remarks
(2)
(1)
(3)
(4)
.
. .
22nd June
Jalgaon
1,000
Propaganda to hoist the National
Flag on municipal building.
23rd June
Jalgaon
1,000
Do.
Do.
24th June

•

Amalner

•

•

500

•

.. Jalgaon

900

S. R. Wagh and R. M. Jawakhedkar
and T. R. Bhave spoke on the
Forest Laws and boycott.
•

•

Hoisting the national flag.
•

25th June

Do.

300

A meeting of women in the Baliram
temple to express their disapproval
of the lathi charges on women in
Bombay.

Do.

800

Hoisting the national flag.

26th June

Do.

1,000

Do.

27th June

Do.

1,000

Do.

Do.

Do.

•

•

Erandol

•

•

700

Boycott of foreign cloth and goods.

Hoisting the national flag.
1,000
Jalgaon
28th June
There has been no slackening of the agitation against the Forest Laws.
If anything, this is stiffening. It is now
been issued to the volunteers that they must not go in larger parties than
two or three and that when they arrive at a village they should not
collect a crowd but should talk to a few villagers at a time. This will
make action under Section 117, I. P. C. rather difficult; instructions have
been issued to all Village Police Patels that if they are unable to remain
in the village for any reason, they must make arrangements with the
village Police to report to him all new arrivals and
turn
possible so that the movements of the men may in this way be followed.
the Forest laws came to notice at the
virulent
end of last week and steps have been taken against the authors and
against the printer.
District Ma
had been warned
motor
been
made
that from July 1
buses to pass through tolls without paying the toll fee. He added that
the contractor and his
nakas
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servants from stopping cars and carts. Nothing further has come to notice
about this.
Another leaflet came to notice warning forest contractors not to bid
at Forest Department auctions as arrangements had been made to send
hards of cattle into the grass kurans which would cause loss both, to
Government and contractors.
(Dj Siiouipuf, June 28.—At Akluj, Malsuas laluka, on June 26, a
niceung was convened by liuee saiyagrahis wno had come Irom Poona.
it was attended by about 100 pei^ons. iiie meeting was acichessed by
one bhupad Malhar of JPoona wiio toid his audience to use khaudar and
adhere to the principles of Gandhi. He also .staled that the days of
Government were numbered and that everybody should try to ootain
swaraj.
(OJ Saiara, June 28.—The movement is gradually taking root in the
rural tract and amongst ihe illiterate villagers, and consequently a tense
situation may be expected in the near future when forest satyagraha is
launched, as it appeals to them more than any other form ot breaKing of
the Jaw. Ihe situation, however, continues to be carefully watched.
The civil disobedience propaganda continues to thrive gradually in the
rural tracts of the district, and this is only due to the reason that the
Police cannot pay the same attention to so many villages at one time as
they could in bigger towns. Several batches of volunteers are moving
from village to village, and this accounts for the number of meetings this
week being 71 as against 61 in the last. Breach of the Forest Laws is
being ireely preached with impunity on the platforms, but those doing
this are not reported to be carrying much influence over the public.
Social boycott of the Police was also urged at some places.
The innovation this week is the advice to students to leave their schools
1
and join the movement . It has been reported from one place that raw
youths are being regularly trained in making vehement speeches by elders
who, considering prudence to be the better part of valour, are purposely
keeping themselves in the background. This is very probably due to
the fact that the Police had promptly gagged those leaders who carried
some influence over the people. Taken as a whole, this week's oratory
would appear to be more virulent and rabid than before, and the District
Superintendent is considering whether a few selected speakers should
not be prosecuted to advantage.
(7) Ratnagwi, June 28.—Seven meetings were held during the week
With the exception of one at Mai wan, the attendance of the others was
60 and under. None of them was of any importance.
At the Malwan meeting the attendance was 250 Hindus. Ganesh Suryaji
Bandivdekar, Bhandari of Malwan, and Shankar Krishnaji Gawankar,
pleader of Malwan, described the effects p»f picketing liquor shops at
Malwan. Though they did not bring about substantial ersults, it was
hoped that they would succeed in course of time. A reference was also
made to the no-tax campaign in Gujarat.
1

See earlier editor's note and matter in this volume.
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(8) Kolaba, June 28.—The Movement, while not responsible for any
incidents, is fairly widespread and strong, as exemplified by loreign gooas
boycott, picketing and an increasing agitation agamst the forest Laws.
There were seven public meetings during the week with audiences of
30 to 250. Private meetings of merchants were held at Panwel, Alibag
and Mahad. At Panwel it was decided to collect funds for injured
volunteers, and to settle civil disputes by reference to the Congress
committee. At Alibag and Mahad it was decided not to purchase foreign
cloth for a period. At a public meeting at Mahad on June 26, the Simon
Commission Report was condemned.
1170. Breaking of Forest Laws.
{[) 'Ihana, June 28.—A case of breaking the Forest Laws has occurred
at Juchandra, Bassein taluka. Villagers cut down four trees, made on©
of them into a flag-pole and hoisted the Congress flag. Action is being
taken under the Forest Act and 1. P. C. against six of the foremost
offenders.
Forest contractors have formed an association in order to have their
grievances redressed. If the Forest authorities are boycotted, Kathodis
and other jungle workers will be unemployed, and an increase in crime
will result.
{2) Nasik, June 28.—No change has occurred in the names of those
previously reported. Sitaramdas Shastri of Nasik appears to have been
taking the most prominent part in moving about the northern and northeastern part of the district beating up recruits to join the forest satyagraha movement, and has been inciting people to break the forest law;
he was arrested at Nampur and sent up for trial on the 1st July and
sentenced to 6 months' rigorous imprisonment under Section 117, I. P. C ,
read with Sections 26 and 33 of the Forest Act by the First Class
Magistrate, Malegaon. Pleaders Pathak and Shevale of Satana have also
been taking a most active part in the meetings on forest satyagraha and
action under Section 117, I. P. C , was taken also against the latter, and
1
he was arrested. 'Before the case was proceeded with, he, however, made
a complete apology for his behaviour and the District Magistrate permitted
the withdrawal of the case. In' Nasik city Dattatraya Yadav Pingle
continues to take the lead of all meetings.
Satana taluka has continued to show the greatest interest on the forest
satyagraha movement and many large meetings have been held in the
north of the taluka. At the meeting at Nampur on June 29, 10,000 persons
are reported to have congregated and much enthusiasm was shown on the
hoisting of the national flag there at the hands of Raghunath Hari Gadre
of Nasik.
During the week the most lively interest has been shown in Satana
taluka over the proposed breaking of the Forest Act in that area.
Numerous meetings have been held and there seems no doubt that the
movement, has got a strong hold there. Action has been taken against
Sitaramdas Shastri and Shevale, pleader, also has been proceeded against.
Further action is also being taken against other leaders. During the week
picketing has continued in Nasik town and in addition to the 2 country
*

*
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liquor shops, the two foreign liquor shops have been picketed since
June 30. in Satana taluka under Jaikheda Police Station the movement
Lias oeen successful and certain shops have now no sales. At Nandgaon
also the liquor shop has been picketed since June 17. On June 24 the
aate oi tne publication ot the 11 Volume of the Simon Commission Repori,
a tairiy complete hartal took place in Nasik town and a piocessiou oi
some nve to six tnousand persons among which were a large number of
children took place. The school children absented themselves from all
tne vernacular schools and the New .English Sciiool; on the occasion
attempts were made to picketj the Government High School, but they
were not successtul in keeping out the main body ot boys.
(3) Ahmeanagar, June 2d.—At Shevgaon on June 27, the boys ot the
Maratha School hoisted the national flag on the school, headmaster
ordered its removal; result a hartal. Hartal was also observed on
account of the arrest ot Satta.
An order under Section 48, District Police Act, has been issued for
Ahmednagar city and camp, which has resulted in considerable diminution
of morning rounds, processions, etc., both there and elsewhere, even
though not applicable. The leaders have apparently decided not to take
passes which would be freely given but are avoiding defiance of the order
by sending out pitiful and very self-conscious batches of threes and
fours.
On th<* second day of arrests for picketing the crowd got rather excited,
and cries of Police maw were heard ; the Sub-Inspector arrested 12 of
whom 5 were prosecuted under Section 506, I. P. C. and 68, District
Police Act, of a later batch of 6 arrests two were prosecuted under
Section 68, District Police Act
Kundanmal Sobhachand Firodia, pleader of Ahmednagar, is keeping
out of the movement on payment of Rs. 1,000. Similarly Kashinath
Pandharinath Bhalerao has paid Rs. 200 and promised a year's income,
if required.
The following pleaders have been reported for action under the
Pleaders' Act:—Uttamchand Ramchand Bogawat of Nagar, Keshav
Raghunafih Garud of Nagar and Moreshwar Digambar Vaidya of
Kopargaon.
Climatic conditions appear to be damping the enthusiasm for forest
salyagraha in Sangamner and Akola talukas and very little activity is
reported. With the removal of Ramkrishna Buwa, Paregaonkar, Satta
and Sardesai driving spirit seem to be lacking.
A batch of propagandists were not allowed to hold a meeting in
Narayan Dhon village in Ahmednagar taluka.
Headmaster of the Maratha school at Rahuri gave a holiday for
a procession which ended in the bonfire of foreign cloth on June 27.
At Shrigonda a boy who cried out " Gandhi-ki-jai" was ordered to
leave the class-room by the master; the boys of the class 5th, 4th and
6th followed him, numbering about 140 and went in procession with
a flag. They attended school next morning.
•

•

+
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(4) Kolaba, June 28.—The cutting of forest trees in Alibag taluka
reported previously was not deliberate nor were the culprits incited to
commit this particular offence, but they required wood and were influenced
by the trend of agitation. On June 18 a similar case occurred in the
Panwel taluka where some teak trees were cut down by 26 Agris. The
circumstances were similar. The Divisional Forest Officer is dealing with
both cases.
Vinayak Nilkant Upadhye has been making speeches in Alibag taluka
and at Uran, urging disobedience of Forest Laws. As the seems to be
the chief delegate for this form of propaganda, a case under Sections 117,
I. P. C. and 64, Forest Act, is being registered against him.
There are indications that the cattle-owners of Roha taluka would be
ready to take advantage of any movement against Forest Laws.
1172. Volunteers.
(1) Thana, June 28.—No volunteers were enrolled during the week.
The total number of volunteers who have enrolled in the district is 254.
(2) Nasik, June 28.—During the week under report' a movement to
collect volunteers at Nampur village under Jaikheda Police Station in
Satana taluka has been in progress and altogether some 75 volunteers
mostly from Nasik and the district have been collected in order to take
part in the proposed Forest Act breaking which it is intended to start on
or about June 15. The volunteers have been accommodated in a hired
house in Nampur village which is to be the headquarters of the
movement.
(3) Ahmednagar, June 28.—The gathering at the flag service on June 22
was 1,500, but on June 29 it was only about 150.
Crowds of 1,500 in the afternoon and 2,000 at night flocked to the
station to see Satta on his way to jail, but he was diverted to Visapur by
motor. Next day a procession of 1,500 was held followed by hartal.
Schools were deserted and in the evening a procession of 1,200 boys went
to the Vadia Park and passed a resolution to wear khadi shirts and
Gandhi caps to school. The same evening a meeting of 2,000
(200 women) was held; the speakers rebuked lack of discipline.
A procession of 500 and hartal were also held in the camp for Satta.
Other meetings were :
At Sangamner on June 25, audience 4 to 5 hundred to protest against
arrest of Satta and decide to carry on the movement.
At Rahata on June 25, audience 800. Attended by two "heroes" on
bail
At Kopargaon on June 23, audience 1,500. Another bailee present.
All other meetings were under
Mandal
(4) Poona. June 28
a procession of women and girls which left Shivaji Mandir at 4-30 and
arrived at Onkareshwar Temple at 6-30. Some 500 women took part,
some carrying Swadeshi banners. At the temple Mrs. Yashodabai Bhat
presided over the meeting which was addressed by Miss Kuvlekar.
Mrs. A. Joglekar and others. Other similar, but smaller, women's
meetings were held on June 25 at Vithoba Temple (Sadashiv Peth); on
•
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June 27 at Jogeshwari Temple and on June 28 at Vithal Mandir
(shukrawar Petii).
(5j Satara, June 28.—Five volunteers have been newly enrolled in the
week.
(6) Ratnagiri, June 28.—Out of the 6 satyagrahi volunteers at Mithbav.
Deogad taluka, 4 have since returned home. Half a maund of cotton
was brought from Poona and the boys at Mithbav are to be taught
spinning by the remaining 2 satyagrahi volunteers.
(7) Kolaba, June 28.—Vinayak Nilkanth Upadhye induced eight men
at Uran ;to register as volunteers.
1176. Temperance Movement.
;1) East Khandesh, June 28.—Picketing of liquor shops continues at
jalgaon, Asoda and Pachora. Chapter 1 of the Ordinance V of 1930
has been applied to eight of the talukas, and steps will be taken under
it in the near future.
(i) Ahmednagar, June 28.— On application of Picketing Ordinance,
pickets were first withdrawn in AhrneUnagar city ; but subsequently two
IO four picketers have been oifered for arrest daily.
In the camp picketing by women was stopped and two volunteers are
coming forward for arrest. Picketing from a distance has been attempted
to avoid arrest.
In Kopargaon picketing is being carried on from inside a private
house ; at Beiapur it has been stopped from June 26 ; at Rahuri picketing
is to be done on abzaar day only. Picketing is being carried on at
Pathardi by Koshtis, and Telis have resolved to bar liquor; on June 23
seven accused were sent up under Sections 341 and 147, I. P. C , for
obstruction and assault.
Prior to the application of the Picketing Ordinance it had been decided
to picket foreign liquor shops ; this idea was however abandoned, and
the leaders wished to conserve their energies for country liquor shops.
(3) Ratnagiri, June 28.—On June 19 the liquor shops at Mai wan were
picketed under the leadership of Shripad Sadashiv Mahajan, in a peaceful
way. The liquor shop at Khed was picketed from June 19 to 23 without
creating any trouble. Numbers of people have given up liquor of their
own accord and those who wish to indulge in it are not obstructed.
(4) Kolaba, June 28.—While picketing continues in most large towns*
the use of propaganda and the caste system has resulted in the spread
of voluntary temperance.
1180. Congress Affairs.
Thana, June 88.—Prabhal jeri has been started in some of the larger
towns. Youths and children go round some after day-break singing
Congress songs.
At. Manor a Congress office has been opened in th e house of
Mukund Jivan Sankhe of Maswan. The office-bearers are: Adam Ahmad
of Manor (president), Mukund Jivan Sankhe of Maswan (vice-president),
Abdul Kadir of Manor (secretary), Bhimaji Ramchandra Dhangar of
Manor (treasurer), and Narayan Ramchandra Yerankar of Manor
N
(auditor).
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1180 A. Students and Politics,
Poona, June 28.—With the return of me students to the Poona Colleges,
the Youth League which has been dounamt has again come to the ioreheaded by D. V. Oivekar (vice-president!) and N. G. Gore and R. K.
Khadilkar (joint-secretaries). Small meetings were held on June 25 and
27, and a large conference, attended by over 1,000 students including
women o: the filak Smarak Mandir, on June 28.
Two schools of opinion emerge-one in favour of immediate suspension
of studies by all students for 12 months, and the other in favour of merely
a three days' college hartal and nominal enlistments as Congress
volunteers in case ot future emergency. The latter carried the day. It
was also facitly agreed to leave out school boys.
ilie Ciiiei speakers at trie Conieienec were K. N. i-haoi^e who asked
siuuems to cuast as soldiers m the war, U. V. Divekar, who wanted
picket<ers io extend into cantonment area to Whiieaway s Micp, anu
iViaanavrao GoaDoie (variously described as secretary oi: ine ±>omuay
ueccan Mercnanis Association and also as memoer oi the Bombay
provincial Congress Committee) who outlined the scheme uevised by
tfhulabhai Desai and others in liombay for utilising student SCLvices after
naming at a camp in Bombay. Tney did not want studunts to enrol
one day and go to jail the next. There were parts of the Bombay
Presidency where the Ordinances were not in force. Twelve such districts
woiild be chosen and 12 students sent to each of 12 talukas in sucb
districts to awaken the people. That would mean about 150 students.
Their work would be cloth boycott, liquor boycott, charkha and handlooms, cultivators" grievances, village panchayats, and finally civil
disobedience.
Poona, June 28.—June 26 was observed as Bombay Day to protest
against the alleged Bombay Police atrocities when Nehru's army was
dispersed.
A leaflet printed at the Chitrashala Press and bearing the names ot
V. V. Atikar, and G. A. Deshpande, was broadcast. It called on
Poona's, 10,000 students to come forward in the country's cause.
At 4-15 the procession, arranged by Congress people started from
Shivaji Mandir headed by four persons on horse back, one being
D. R. Dave of the Lokmanya Stores, Girls, women, the monkey army
(small boys) and college students joined in. The procession swelled to
about 20,000. At Shaniwar Wada speeches were given at threat centres,
mostly against the Bombay Police and the Simon Commission Report
One B. G. Bhide threatened Government with bloodshed if non-violence
failed to defeat Government. He went on to say that Government
officers should not be attacked, but should be prevented from carrying
out their functions. Tulpule, Municipal President, said that most Police
atrocities were the work of Europeans, as the Gandhi movement had
created an awakening in the hearts of Indians in the Police. He alleged
that Police assaults were illegal.
t

*
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1198. Civil Disobedience Movement, General Summary.
Thana.—5 meetings for week ending July 5, with audiences varying
from 100 to 250, The usual subjects were touched upon. Hartals were
also observed at important places in the district on June 30 to protest
against the arrest of Pandit Motilal Nehru.
Nasik.—24 meetings for week ending June 28, important ones being
at Nasik on June 21 (1,500) and June 24 (8,000) when the question of
the national flag, the condemnation of the Bombay Police and the Simon
Report were discussed 1 meeting at Yeola on June (1,500), 1 at
Satana in June 25 (1,300), 1 at Kempur on June 20 (10,000). At the
last meeting the national flag hoisting and forest satyagraha were discussed. Audiences at the other meetings ranged from about 150 to 800.
East Khandesh.—36 meetings of which 8 were in Jalgaon with an
audience of 1,000. Breaking of the forest laws, hoisting of the national
flag and the boycott of foreign cloth were the subjects discussed.
West Khandesh.—30 meetings, important one being at Dhulia on June
20 with an audience of 600 when the question of the hoisting, of the
national flag on Local Board Offices, municipalities, etc., was touched on.
The Police Patels of Mode, Khedle, Gunjali, Ashte, and Pandharpe all in
Taloda taluka have resigned.
Ahmednagar.—6 meetings. The congregation at the flag service on
June 22 was 1,500, but on June 29 it was only about 150. Crowds of
1,500 in the afternoon and 2,000 at night flocked at the station to do
honour to Satta who was convicted. Several meetings . and processions
were held in the district to protest against the conviction of Satta.
Poona.—13 meetings in Poona City for week ending July 5, the most
important of which was on July 1 Garhwal day which has already been
reported in the last weekly letter. Women's meetings were also held on
une 22, 25, 27 and 28 about 500 taking part.
Sholapur.—1 meeting at Akluj, Malshiras taluka, on June 26, 100
persons attending.
Satara.—74 meetings, many of which were held in villages by several
batches of volunteers moving from village to village. Breach of the
forest law was the principal subject and the social boycott of the Police
was urged at some places. Students were also advised to leave schools
and join the movement. It is reported that taken as a whole this week's
oratory was more violent and rabid than before. The District Superintendent of Police is considering the prosecution of a few selected speakers.
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Ratnagiri.—l meetings, at one of which only the
250. The usual subjects were discussed.
Kolaba.—l meetings with audiences ranging from 30 to 250.
1199. Agitation.
(1) B. S. D.y Bandra, July 5.—Numerous processions took place
throughout the week, at most places in the district, particularly at
Ghatkopar, Chembur, Borivli, Bandra and Malad they varied in size
from 5 to 6 to 30, chiefly small boys.
On several days of the week some 200 Gujarati women, boys and girls
went in procession in Ghatkopar.
At Kurla, Borivli, Andheri, Bandra, Parle and Santa Cruz children
left their schools on July 1, 2 and 3 for processing with flags and usual
Congress slogans. Hartal was observed at Ghatkopar, Kurla and partial
one in Borivli and Bandra on July 1 and 5, owing to the arrest of Pandit
Motilal Nehru and Gandhi day. Ville Parle Chhawani entirely stopped
work on July 1 and 2 as a protest against the arrest of Motilal Nehru.
Chembur school was closed for the whole day on July 2 for the same
reason.
There was no picketing of liquor shops except at Chembur, where a
few women volunteers picketed.
There was no change in volunteers in Ville Parle Chhawani during the
week.
The leaders of the chhawani visited one or other of the Congress houses
in Bombay daily.
School boys hoisted national flag on the schools at Babhai and Kurla
on July J, but in the first case the school master took it down and in the
second place the municipal authorities did so.
On July 5 a volunteer, by name Vrajlal Girdhar Parekh of Ghatkopar,
gave to a Police Constable in Ghatkopar a Gujarathi pamphlet in which
the Police were invited to resign from their service and join the present
movement. He was sentenced to three months' rigorous imprisonment
under Section 3 of Act XXII of 1922.
*

There is an increase in the number of so-called national flags, but there
does not appear to be an increased interest in the movement. The
Gujaratis still take a keen interest but those of other communities who
were formerly interested have ceased to be so.
(2) Thana, July 5.—Meetings:
Date
(1)
29th June

•

•

Place

Attendance

Subejcts

(2)

(3)

(4)

Sanjan, PoliceStation Umbergaon.

100

..

M. MancharSha Karbhari, M. L. C,
of Sanjan, presided and advised
contractors not to take up toddy
shops licences this year as they
would be unprofitable.
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{3) Nasik, July 5.—The following meetings were held during the week—
Date

Place

(1)
1st July

(2)
Nasik

200

Bhacur

2nd July

Do.

300 to 400

5th July
2nd July
10 th June
5th July
2nd July

Do.
Dindori
Sinnar
Do
Do.

300 to 400
100 to 125
150
150
300

Do
9 th June
25th June
27th June

Vineh^r
Saikhcda
Do.
Yeola

29th June

1st July
8 th June

Do.
Nandsaon
Do.
Satana

3rd July

Do.

Do.
30th June

Do,
Do.

28th June
29 th June

Sompur
Nampur

2nd July
29th June

Nampur
Kanashi

(4)

(3)
.. 1,200

28th June

1st July

Subjects

Attendance

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

100
150
200
300

. . 3,000

..

300 to 400

•

•

. . 1,000
. . 1,000
•

t

100
400
250
100
10,000
100 to 125
200

•

•

•

-

Congratulations
to Pandit Motilal
Nehru and Dr. Sayad Mohommad
on their arrest at Allahabad.
To
protest against the
Simon
Commission Report and to pass
resolution to hoist the national flagi.
To protest against the arrest of Pandit
Motilal Nehru.
To observe Gandhi day.
Simon Commission.
Present movement.
To celebrate Gandhi Day.
To protest against the arrest of Motilal
Nehru.
To congratulate Motilal Nehru.
Picketing of the liquor shop.
Present situation.
Story of the lathi charge by the
Police on the Esplanade Maidan
Bombay, on June 21st.
To congratulate Motilal Nehru on his
arrest.
To get support for the movemennt
to boycott foreign cloth etc.
To congratulate Motilal Nehru on
his arrest.
Congratulations to Vallabhbhai Patel
on his release, etc.
Forest satyagraha and to get held
for volunteers at Nampur.
Congratulations to forest satyagrahisr.
Congratulations to Shcvle, pleader
and Sitaramdas 2Shastri on their
arrest.
Forest satyagraha.
Hoisting of national flag and forest
satyagraha.
Congratulations to Motilal Nehru
Grazing fees.

Further action is being taken against some other leaders for inciting the
people to break forest laws. In the same taluka some 33 Police and
Revenue Patils have submitted their resignations to the District and
Sub-Divisional Magistrates.
Boycotting of Government servants in the same taluka is also being
practised and the Police and Forest Officers have been finding difficulty
in getting supplies.
Dactatraya Yadav Pingle continues to take a leading part in the
movement in Nasik city and Dr. Khadilkar of Nasik also shows
considerable interest and has been taking part in the meetings held at
Nasik and in Satana taluka.
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Satana taluka has continued

to show the greatest interest on the
and numerous meetings have been held
been
During the week some 11 volunteers from Nasik proceeded to Nampur
village to take part in the forest satyagraha movement which is in progress
in the Satana taluka. At present these volunteers who are collected at
Nampur are engaged visiting villagers of the taluka and the neighbouring
talukas of Malegaon and Kalwan trying to get up interest of the villagers
over the forest movement. Some 75 volunteers or possibly rather more
are now congregated at Nampur in the house which has been hired for
their lodging.
(4) West Khandesh, June 28.—Meetings held include the following:
Date

Place

Attendance

Remarks

0)

(2)
Dhulia

(3)
600

(4)

June 20

June 19

•

•

t

•

«

•

Ner,
Dhulia
Taluka

•

•

This meeting was called in order to
Settle the question of hoisting the
national flag on the institution
managed by th" public, Such as
Local BDard schools, offices and
municipal buildings. The only fear
which the speakers had was that
Government would cea?e their aid.
But it was unanimously decided to.
hoist such flags, and one will be
hoisted on the municipal office.

125

June 19

Khede, Dhulia
Taluka

60

June 22

Naive, Nandur
bar Taluka.

75

•

The photograph of Gandhi was exhibited. The subjects were boycott
of liquor, Police Patels to resign, to
break Forest Act, etc.

•

•

Land revenue should not be paid,
Government servants should be boycotted, jail should not be feared,
Government have no trust in the
Indian army. An Indian Soldier
gets Rs. 18 pay while a European gol
Rs. 95.

•

•

Kashinath Onkar, Bhat of Mod,
Taloda taluka wanted to collect
volunteers to break the Forest Laws.

•

*

*

*

(5) East Khandesh, July J.—Meetings
Date
(1)
June 27

June 29
June 30

Place
(2)
Savda

(4)

(3)
200

Amalncr
Jalgaon

Remarks

Attendance

•

•

•

•

RamdaS Khandu Mopari Sold some
contraband salt to 4 persons. He
asked the audience to join the
Forest Satyagraha.
S. V. Bapat spoke on boycott.

800
2,000

•

•

V. V. Bochare asked that 300 persons
should be prepared to lay down their
lives to bring the District Magistrate and the District Superintendent
of Police to their senses.
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Date

Place

(1)

(2)

June 30

Remarks

Attendance
(3)

(4)

800

Bhadli, Jalgaon
Taluka

The Civil Disobedience Movement and
Forest Satyagraha.
*

Do.

. • Erandol

Julyl

Do.

July 5

Jalgaon

•

•

800

•

400
•

•

•

To condemn the action of the School
Master for expelling the boys who
had worn Congress badges and to
advise the boys to boycott schools.
Do.

300

V. V. Bochare asked the audience not
to obey the orders of the District
Magistrate under Section 144 C. P.
C , and to hold procession and hoist
the national flag on the Municipal
building.

Of the 32 meetings held during the week, ten were against the Forest
Laws and calling for volunteers for the breach of them.
•!*

T*

*l*

Daily processions of Congress volunteers and other small boys and girls
carrying tne Congress flag were taken through the town of Jalgaon,
Bhadgaon, Yawal, Chopda and Pimpalgaon. On June 30 and July 5
processions of Congress volunteers with the Congress flag were taken
round Jalgaon town in honour of the 30 persons arrested on June 30 and
also to act as propaganda for the hoisting of the national flag on the
municipal buildings. On June 30 there was a procession at Erandol with
the Congress flag when it was eventually raised on the school building.
There was a similar occurrence at Parola on July 4. Processions in honour
of Pandit Motilal Nehru's arrest were taken out at Raver on July 2,
Dharangaon on July 1, and Pachora on July 1. There was a procession
at Chalisgaon, date not known, to protest against the arrest and
convictions of Modak of Poona and Chandali of Chalisgaon. On July 2
the Congress flag was hoisted on the school buildings of the K. E. High
School at Amalner, but though the headmaster has lodged a complaint,
he refuses to identify anyone. A flag was also hoisted on the municipal
building on the same day.
Motilal
conviction
Hartals to protest against
Chalisg;
and Amalner.
(6) West Khandesh, July 5.—Meetings
Date

0)
Julv 1

Place
(2)
Pimpalner

*

Attendance

Remarks

(3)

(4)

Boycott of Government
Servants,
the non-payment of taxes and grazing fees. Shankar Babashet K>sar
of Pimpalner, and the two volunteers who Spoke were arrested under
Section 117, I. P. C , read with
the Forest Act.

200

*
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Processions were held as follows in the district during the week.
A national flag was taken in procession and hoisted on the school in
Hyahalod, Dhulia taluka. A black flag procession was taken through the
village of Dondaicha, Sindkheda taluka, as a protest against the Simon
Commission Report and was burnt and the following day the
national flag was taken in procession and hoisted on the school of the
village. The national flag was taken in procession through Sindkheda
town by boys and hoisted on the school. The national flag with Gandhi's
photograph was taken through the village of Nizampur, Sakri taluka, by
40 to 50 boys. The flag was taken, in procession throueh Nandurbar
Municipal Schools. Women
out a black flag procession as a protest against the arrest of Motilal
Nehru.
The public of Ner are still hostile towards the Police. A party of 20
policemen, while returning to Dhulia.on June 27 from Akkelpada, could
uot get' any eatables from the shop till the Outpost Head Constable arranged to get them something from one of the shops. As almost all the Police
Patels have joined the movement in Sakri Taluka.
Patang Raoji, Police
Patel of Pimpalner, declared at a meeting in Pimpalner that he would not
go against the public. On June 29 there was a meeting at Dcopur.
*

•

*

I

On June'30, 14 political prisoners were brought from Jalgaon. A crowd
of 300 to 400 had gathered. Again on July 2, 23 prisoners were brought
and attracted a similar crowd.
*

*

*

(1) Ahwednagar, July 5.—At a meeting of 2,000 including 200 women
in the Bagdi theatre on July 1, Rao Bahadur Ganesh Krishna Chitale
expressed doubts as to how long people would remain non-violent in the
f
face o provocation, he was careful to end on a note of restraint.
Another meeting with an audience of 2,500 (200 women) was held in the
Ma
Meetings of 850 on June 30, 550 on July 3 and 750 on July 4 were
held at Rahata ; at the two latter meetings speeches were delivered by
Dr. Jani Prabhuti of Bombay.
Mectin
Pathardi on July 5 when the crowd demonstrated outside the Court when
the picketers' case was called for trial. At the latter meeting one
Aprapbai, wife of Rastumrao Patil, who is said to have great influence
with Pathardi Hindus, spoke.
.
A meeting of 300 was held at Deolali under Rahuri Police Station on
Julv 5, and flag procession taken out.
The Forest Satyagraha Bulletin is again being issued at Sangamner;
taken
,'#

<

•*

A-115—47-A

i
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Propaganda for forest satyagraha continued in Sangamner and Akola
Talukas ; it was reported, that the campaign was to open on July 10.
Action is being taken to deal with leading propagandists.
A meeting of 1,500 was held at Kopargaon on July 11.
Except for
to improve.

the threat of

forest satyagraha,

*

*

the situation

continues

*

Hartal was observed at most places on July 1 and 2 on account of the
arrest of Pandit Motilial Nehru.
*

*

*

General support is diminishing except in Sangamner and Akola talukas,
where propaganda is intensive and the idea of free grazing has an obvious
appeal.
(8) Poona, July 5.—Meetings held include the following :
Date

Place

(1)

(2)

July 1

.•

A-115—47-B

Shaniwar Wada,
Poona City

Attendance
' (3)

..

700

Remarks
(4)

..

A big procession of boys and girls
and men and women was taken out
from the Shiviji Mandir to celebrate Garhwal Day. When it reached
Shaniwar Wada, three centres were
opened for delivering speeches. R, G.
Bhide incited the audience to disobey all unjust laws. N . G. Gore said
that they must tell their military
men not to open fire on or attack
with lathis their own countrymen;
that the military should flatly tell
their officers that they were meant
for fighting with foreign invaders
and not for killing their own children. K. G. Pashankar reminded the
Marathas of their old chivalrous
deeds. G. R. Inamdar said that
Garhwal Day would be properly
celebrated only when the Poona
Rifles would turn their muzzles to
the ground. Champutai Agarkar
asked the audience to create Such^ a
situation in Poona that Martial
Law would have to be declared.
Popatlal (volunteer) said that the
C. I. D. had better eat thorns than
serve the Government and work
against their own brothers. V. V.
Atitkar asked them to break all
unjust laws, not to pay the land
tax; to boycott all British goods
and to create reaction among the
military. Jogdeo (volunteer) concluded the meeting by saying that
all should enlist as Congress volunteers.
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Date

Place
(2)

(1)
Julyl

Attendance

•

Shaniwar Wada,
Poona City

•

July 3

Remarks

(3)
..

•

3,000

Tilak Mandir,
Poona City

(4)

•

H. V. Tulpule, the president, congratulated the Garhwallis for their
courage in refusing to carry out the
illegal orders issued by their Superiors. R. K. Khadilkar also congratulated the Garhwalis, and Pandit
Motilal Nehru on his arrest and said
that they should advise men in the
Military and Police to disobey the
orders of their officers and not to
fire on their brothers by whom they
are fed.

500

The president was Mrs. Lilavati who
had come to Poona to see her husband in the Yeravada Jail. She
delivered a speech before the students of schools and colleges and
described the atrocities of the Police
at Dharasna, Shiroda, Bombay and
other places, condemning the martial law at Sholapur, and the Simon
Commission Report. N. G. Gore
read out resolution NoS. 7, 9 and
11 of the Working Committee.
A. K. Bhat said that the students
would picket the Council Hall on
July 7. This meeting was arranged
on behalf of the Youth League.
#

July 5

•

t

Jumma
Mosque, Ravivar
Peth, Poona
City.

•

•

300

•

•

*

Maulavi Maulana AttaUlla Bukhari
of Meerut made an anti-Government speech. He described how the
Turks were molested by Britain in
the Great War; how they created
trouble between Arabs and Jews iu
Palestine in consequence of which
many Arabs were hanged, how 400
Muhammadans were shot down on
the border of Peshawar; how the
Sarda Act was passed without their
wishes; how the Simon Commission
was hopeless for them.
The Round Table Conference was, he
added, a mere farce. Finally he
urged the Poona Muhammadans to
join hands with the Hindus and take
part in whatever they were doing
in the present struggle.

*
*

About 400 school students met in the Tilak Mandir on the evening of
June 30 and were advised by D. V. Divekar to observe only one day's
hartal (not three days' as decided by the University Students'
Conference).
I
Malsiras
taluka
(audience
400),
(9) Sholapur, July 5.—At Akluj,
a meeting was held on July 2, conducted by volunteers from Satara and
Sangli State, The principal speaker was one Balknshna Sitaram Shrotn
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of Wai who stated that after Martial Law was declared at Sholapur firing,
took place and many lives were lost.
(10) Satara, July 5.—Although the number of meeting; has this week
dropped to 52 against 71 of the week preceding, no signs are yet apparent
of the political situation brightening up. Several batches of young
intrepid volunteers trained in the insidious propaganda are moving abouf
in the rural tractsi reciting poisonous anti-Government slogans and
vehemently preaching to the easily beguiled rural population to set at
nought the Forests Laws and boycott all that is either foreign or in the
service of foreigners. Students are being patted as the likely saviours of
their country and are being weaned to join the movement. Two anti-civil
disobedience campaign meetings were held this week:. One was held at
Khed Budruk near Lonand in Koregaon taluka and the other at
Tasgaon. In the former the conveners some local Talatis and Police
Patels denounced the present Civil Disobedience campaign, eulogised the
present administration and requested Government for the reinstatement of
Vatandar Kulkarnis in place of Talatis. The latter was convened by the
untouchables who openly expressed that so long as the question of
untouchability was not solved by the higher castes thev would
not make common cause with them but be loyal to the British
Government.
(11) Ratnagiri, July 5.—Meetings held include the following:
Date

Place

Audience

0)

(2)

(3)

Mai wan

350

June 29

Remarks
(4)

..

Govind Vithal Vaze said that in order
to make the agitation a success illiterate villagers must be educated, and
called for help in the matter; and
he would work on, even without
help, to educate the villagers.

•

June 29

July 2

July 3

June29

Pirawad, a ham- 500 mostly fish The audience was asked to abstain
let of Achra,
ermen.
from drink till leaders, like Gandhi,
Malegaon
were released and to boycott GovernTaluka
ment officials.
.

•

•

Ratnagiri

Malwan

.;•' Rafnaeiji

265

Congratulations to Motilal Nehru on
his arrest and a resolution of protest passed.

2,000
mostly The reasons for the arrest of Motilal
school boys
Nehru and Dr. Sayyad Mahomed
were given and the audience exhorted to stick to Swadeshi and spinning. The meeting was preceded by
a procession.
550

Resolutions were passed protesting
against the conduct of the Police in
Bombay, the severity of punishments inflicted on Shiroda satyagrahis and congratulating the sepoys of the Garhwal Regiment for
refusing to fire on an unarmed mob
in Peshawar.
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1200. Forest Agitation.
{{) Kolaba, July 5.—From the point of view of the movement Alibag
has increased in importance,' especially in relation to the new phase of
frorest Law Agitation. This is largely due to the efforts of D. K. Kunte
and V. JN. Upadhye. Propagandise for the district appear to have
received training at the Alibag camp. Efforts continue to extend the
movement to other than the leading towns, €.g„ Karjat, and to the
Roha and Alibag talukas. Owing to the Congress boycott week the
propaganda in favour of (the boycott of foreign goods has had a fairly
general success.
There were about a dozen ceremonies of flag hoisting on schools or in
villages. • • ' •
Rounds and processions are rather more general.
- Tnere was a complete hartal in every large town on the occasion of
Motilal Nehru's arrest.
There were 20 meetings average audience 200 individually unimportant.
Forest satyagraha leaders appear to be confining their activities to
propaganda and speeches, postponing definite action until Congress gives
the word "go".
(2) Popnq, July 5.—On July 1, the Poona Youth League arranged
a procession from the Shivajii Mandir. The City Congress Committee and
the Satyagraha Mandal also announced a procession for the arrest of
Motilal Nehru. The hartal was poorly observed until the afternoon.
A very large procession started from Shivaji Mandir, headed by women
and girls, then small boys and men. The processionists made a point
of marching in silence so as to demonstrate their discipline. About
15,000 persons are said to have taken part. At Shaniwar wada there were
three centres for speeches. The speeches were objectionable but guarded.
Tulpule and others arguing that troops and Police who refused to attack
non-violent demonstrators on the orders of their officers, were really
loyalists and their officers
seditionists. Premchand Varma and
M. I. Patel of, cantonment took out a pseudo Swadeshi procession in
cantonment and wanted to go into the military area but were turned back
by the Deputy Superintendent of Police City Sub-Division, as they had
given no previous intimation.
(3) Sholapur, July 5.—On occount of the arrest of Motilal Nehru
haital were observed at Barsii and Kondej. (JCarmala taluka). There
were also processions at the latter place from July 2 to July 4.
1230. Gandhi Day Celebration.
Poona, July 5.—Unsigned leaflets were distributed on July 5 about
the Gandhi Day procession being taken from Shivaji Mandir to Yeravda.
The procession started from the Shivaji Mandir with 22 women, about 50
satyagrahis and 100 lookers-on. On its way, it swelled to about 1,600.
When it reached the Bund Gardens it was about 500 strong. Here it
was held up and told to disperse.
Instead the crowd decided to sit
down, send for food and reinforcements from the city and try to wear out
the Police. Shops in the city closed and the scene became a place of
popular resort and violent political demonstration. Various leaders tried

%
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to get the procession through in part or in toto. About 1 a.m. stones were
thrown at a car containing Europeans and soon afterwards the crowd
advanced on the Police cordon and had to be driven back. The retreat
became a rout, and processionists hurried back home in two sections
one to the cantonment and the other to the city.
1204. Bombay Day Procession.
Ratnagiri. July 5.—Bombay Day processions were taken out at
Malwan and Ratnagiri on June 28 and 29, respectively, and processions on
account of the arrest of Motilal Nehru were taken out at Ratnagiri on
July 2 and at Kanakavli and Rajapur on July 3.
26 meetings in all were held during the week. Most of them expressed
resentment at the excesses on women by the Police of Bombay. Some
were to protest against the arrest of Pandit Motilal Nehru and some for
the release of Vallabhabhai J. Patel. In most of them boycott of foreign
goods, liquor and tea was preached,, and hand spinning advocated. With
the exception of five meetings the attendance at the others was 200 and
under, and were of no importance.
Batches of boys singing national songs go about every morning in the
town of Ratnagiri. Such rounds by boys have commenced of late at
Guhagar and Chiplun.
1204-A. Youth League Activities.
S. B. Bombay Presidency, Poona, July 12.—The joint secretaries of the
Poona Youth League walked into the City Police Station in the evening
of July 6 to give 12 hours' notice of the procession to picket the
Legislative Council opening and prevent ingress of elected' members.
They were arrested and charged the next day under Sections 143, 341 and
117, I P. C. This checked their enthusiasm to some extent for the
procession to Council Hall the next morning. However, the next morning
about 1,500 youths formed themselves into a procession and proceeded
from the city towards the Station Road but were held back by Police
cordon near the Sasson Hospital and after waiting till about an hour
they went back quiet and dispersed after speeches.
vSeveial of the pdeketers, however, managed to go to the quarters of
several members including two to the Ministers and started a show of
picketing. They were, however, soon rounded up. One S. B. Mehendale,
a college student, has taken the lead soon after Khadilkar and Gore's
arrest. He calls himself dictator and has been issuing leaflets and
bulletins stigmatising Council and Assembly members as mannikins,
reactionaries, etc.
The enrolment of volunteers on behalf of the Youth League for the
Poona boycott week, which is soon promised, continues.
1206. Organisation.
West Khandesh, June 28.—New shibirs (satyagraha camps) have
been opened at Kusumbe, Dhulia taluka, Sakri and Dang Shirwada, Sakri

taluka.
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1207. Ville Parle Chhawani.
*

(i) Bombay, July 5.—The usual meetings were held daily throughout
the week at the Chhawani. The audience were between 50 to
100, except on July 4 morning when Vallabhbhai Patel visited the
Chhawani. On this occasion there were nearly 2,000 people present, of
which about 1,800 were Gujaratis.
The chief speakers were—Vrashabhadas Jaweri, Abdulla Rahimtulla,
Dattatraya Phansalkar and Vallabhbl
peeches
Lence were requested to take part ir
oods. Government must be driven
their shouting Swaraj, Swaraj. Government intended to ban meetings,
processions, plying taklm and wearing khaddar, etc., but these must be
defied.
Bombay
but sorrow was
expressed at the attitude of the suburbanites who appeared to have lost
interest. It was especially regretted that the Dakshani people were not
taking part in the movement now, and ladies were daily requested for the
last time to come to the Chhawani and do picketing. Vallabhabhai Patei
spoke of his experiences in jail and tried to impress on his audience the
fact that there was no difference between their home and iail. A prisoner
comfort
He was not fully acquainted with the Maharashtrians but he wished to
impress on Gujaratis that he had taken an oath to fight with Government until the whole of Gujarat had perished under the oppressive laws
of the present Government, and he wanted every Gujarati to take a
similar oath. If Maharashtrians and Gujaratis forgoit their differences
and combined, they would get swaraj in a week. All students should give
up their education which was not wanted, He urged the audience to take
an oath to boycott foreign articles and remain non-violent. Government
had lost all power and if they showed courage at such a critical time they
would surely get swaraj.
(2) Ghatkopar—There were three meetings at Ghatkopar, two at
Chembur, one at Bhandup and Trombay. Audiences varying 20 to 150.
Chief speakers.—Kripalji Shamji Jiwane of Ghatkopar, Chandulal Vrajlal
Desai of Ghatkopar and Achyut Yashwant Sawant of Chembur.
The speeches all dwelt on the boycott of foreign goods, picketing of
liquor shops, atrocities of Government and regrets for the arrest of so
many leaders.
1211. Indian National Volunteers.
West KhandesK June 28—Nagindas Ghelabhai of Nandurbar has
on
the
roll
at
Dhulia
is
311,
but
enlisted.
only 10 are actually at the camp. 40 have gone towards Sakrii
2, 4 and 1 towards Kusumbe, Arvi and Kapadne (Dhulia Taluka) side,
respectively, and 4 towards Shirpur, Slmhada and Sindkheda side. All
will be called
equired
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1212. Swadeshi Propaganda.
Nasik, July 5.—The Sub-Inspedtor of Yeola reports that on June 26
at a women's meeting held at Yeola some Rs. 125 were collected from
the audience towards the opening of a swadeshi cloth store to supply
cloth for women.
The Sub-Inspector, Kalwan, reports fhat'during the week Rs. 275 were
collected in Kalwan towards the expenses of the party of volunteers sent
from Kalwan for forest satyagraha at Nampur.
1213. Temperance Movement.
(1) Nasik, July 5.—As regards the picketing of liquor shops this has
continued in Nasik city during the most of the week ; it was stopped then
for a day or two and then re-started, picketing has also started at Manmad
and some few other places, so far with no untoward result.
(2) West Khandesh, June 28.—Picketing of liquor and toddy shops is
in progress at Dhulia and Dondaicha (Sindkheda taluka), Nandurbar and
Taloda. The liquor shops at Nizampur and Navapur were picketed on
June 21.
West Khandesh, July 5.—Picketing of liquor shops is going on at
Dondaicha and Nandurbar. Toddy and liquor shops at Dhulia were
picketed, but there was no force in it.
(3) East Khandesh, July 5.—Picketing of the liquor shops at Jalgaon
and Asoda was stopped during the week. Picketing of Lohara liquor
shop, under Pimpalgaon Police Station, and at Pachora continues.
(4) Ahmednagar, July 5.—Nominal picketing continued at Ahmednagar
city and camp, volunteers being offered for arrest. It is also being carried
out at Kopargaon, where action is being taken. At Pathardi 7 satyagrahis
and others have been prosecuted for restraining and subsequently assaulting
a customer of the liquor shop.
Delay in the disposal of the case encouraged the disaffected element,
and when one of the same accused was again prosecuted in connection
with picketing a large crowd attended the Court; and as the accused
would not attend unless the crowd was allowed in the case was
adjourned
(5) Ratnagiri, July 5.-—At Malwan about 12 persons have taken to
picketing liquor shops and sing temperance songs near them. Vithal
Vishram Vichare of Rajapur has been advising the people to abstain from
drink by visiting villages or hamlets of low-caste people. No direct
methods have been employed. At Chiplun the picketing of liquor shops
has been started from June 27 by 4 persons of whom 3 are from Khed.
The picketers stand in the bye-lanes near the shop and advise the
customers not to drink. At Khed picketing of liquor shops has beeri
started from June 19. There are in all about 12 local persons of whom
6 to 3 daily engage themselves in picketing. They only advise customers
to refrain from drink, explaining to them the evil effects thereof.
Up-to-date there has been no trouble or complaint. The Balwant of
June 25 publishes a great reduction in the liquor sale at Khed and the
participation in picketing by Muhammadans at Khed. This is not true.
The Muhammadans of Khed have so far held themselves aloof from the
*

•

'
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campaign. The farming season having commenced the people have no
ftime,£oj? anvthj
shed as usual and not on account of picketing. .'-••,- .»
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POLITICAL, POLITICO-RELIGIOUS AND RACIAL MOVEMENT

1274. Civil Disobedience Movement, General Summary.
(1) 5. #., Bombay .Presidency, Poona, July 12.—The only districts
which sjiow an increase of visible agitation, as evidenced by the number
of meetings, are Belgaum, Ratnagiri and Kolaba. In all other districts
the number of meetings reported appear to have fallen. This is partly
due to monsoon conditions and also probably to the political situation
being not quite clear at present to the local leaders of the Civil
Disobedience Movement.
The attempts of well-known Indian leaders to have interviews with
Gandhi at Yeravda Jail evince interest and local leaders appear to be
awaiting the results of these interviews.
Brief detail of the meetings held in the different districts ar e as
under
(1) Thana.—Few activities are reported and only a meetings with
attendances below 250 (week ending July 5).
(2) Bandra.—Processions and hartals only are reported, the latter
owing to Gandhi Day and the arrest of Pandit Motilal Nehru.
(3) Kasik—Week ending July 5. 24 meetings with audiences over
1,000 at Nasik, July 1 (1,000), Yeola, July 1 (3,000), Nandgaon, July 1
(1,000), Satana, June 28 (1,000), and Nampur, June 29 (10,000). Boycott
of Government servants is being encouraged in Nasiik taluka and Police
and Forest officers find difficulty in getting supplies. Satana taluka is
active in forest satyagraha.
(4) East Khandesh.—32 meetings, largest attendance Jalgaon, June 30
(2,000). Many of the meetings called for volunteers for breach of the
forest laws.
(5) West Khandesh.—Only 4 meetings are reported with small
attendances. Breach of the forest laws, the non-payment of taxes and
boycott of Government servants are being preached.
(6) Ahmednagar.—S meetings, only one attendance over 1,000 at
Kopargaon, July 1. Propaganda for free grazing in forests has an obvious
appeal to the peasants in Sangamner and Akola talukas.
(7), Sholapur.—Only one meeting is reported at Akluj, Malsiras taluka,
on July 2, which was conducted by volunteers from Satara and Sangli
i

i

«.

1

State. Principal speaker Balkrishna Sitaram Shrotri, who said the
Government servants should be asked to resign and that laws of Government should be disobeyed.
(8) Satara.—The number of meetings has dropped to 52. Two anticivil disobedience meetings are reported which were held by local
Talathis and Police Patels, who requested Government to reinstate
Vatandar Kulkarnis in the place of Talathis.
(9) Ratnagiri.—26 meetings only, one with a large attendance at
Malwan (2,000), mostly school boys.
(10) Kolaba.—20 meetings, average attendance 200. Forest law agitation
is being given attention to in Alibag.
1284. Agitation.
(1) Bombay Suburban District, July 12.—Prabhat feri processions,
consisting in the most cases qf about 20 persons the majority of whom
were children under 12, took place at Bandra, Borivli, Versowa, Kurla,
Ghatkopar and Chembur, on most days of the week.
School children also processed in small numbers in 3 or 4 other
villages.
In Goregaon some school children hoisted national flag on the school
and processed round the village for an hour. There were two processions
of about 150 persons on the 6th, one at Ville Parle and one at Bandra.
In the former all were Gujaratis and in the latter Prabhus.
A hartal was observed at Chembur on the 7th as a protest against the
arrest of Mrs. Lukmani. After her trial people from Chembur who had
come to the court at Kurla returned home shouting Dhikkar to the
Government. Another meeting was held at Ghatkopar on the arrest of
Kamlabai wife of Keshavdas, and a third hartal was held at Mulund to
account of the arrest of Bhalchandra Narayan Wadekar. A hartal was
also observed at Bandra, Ghatkopar, Bhandup and Andheri as a protest
against the Police attack on Friday's procession.
There was no picketing of liquor shops, except at Chembur where
a few women volunteers picketed. About 20 women volunteers went to
Thana for picketing on July 8.
There was no change in volunteers in the Ville Parle Chhawani during
the week.
A. G. Joshi attended the charitable hospital during the week. As there
are insufficient patients now, this hospital will only remain open four
days in a week.
Abdulla Rahimtulla went away on the 9th returning on the 11th with
his family, who are putting up with R. N. Fetehally.
On July 13, one Prabhakarbuwa Joshi performed a kirtan in Parle in
presence of some 75 people of the Brahmin community. He requested
the audience to make satyagraha against the present rulers who were
" saitans and demons." These rulers first came here for trading only,
but by their cunning they overpowered this country, like demons in the
reign of God Indra. King Dhruwa practised satyagraha to such an
extent that he gave up all luxuries and went into the jungle. People
should practise satyagraha like that.
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boys of the wanar sena moved in Parle selling
signatures of 27 peopl
boycott British goods.
absence
on duty to the Police lines to find out whether anybody was spinning.
It is not known who they were.
35 palm and date trees were cut down in private compounds at
Ghatkopar, by residents.
The Chhawani of Chembur is in a part of Morchawl hired by
R. H. Chemburkar who has recently been convicted. It is learnt that
G. V. Vaidya, pleader of Thana, has sent a notice for the owner of the
chawl to the president, Satyagraha Mandal, Chembur, to vacate the
quarters.

About Rs. 700 worth of khadi cloth was received in Ville Parle
Chhawani from Ahmedahad on July 10. It is being kept for sale.
Spinning was carried on vigorously during the week in the Ville Parle
Chhawani.
Some confidential records have been taken from Ville Parle Chhawani
to Congress House at Lamingt'on Road, Bombay.
It is learnt that a new printing press has been brought secretly into a
bungalow at Ville Parle for printing handbills, etc.
Efforts are being
made to discover its whereabouts.
As information had been received that it was likely that an attempt
would be made on July 6 to distribute to Policemen some handbills
requesting them to resign, a look-out wa,s kept. Three small boys under
11 were found doing so. All the handbills were taken away from them.
Three volunteers were found in Bandra, two in Ghatkopar, one in
Mulund, and one in Versowa, distributing such handbills and were sent
up under section 3 of Act XXII of 1922.
(2) Nasik, July 12.—Generally speaking, there has been much more
interest shown lately over the movement and special efforts by holding
meetings have been made to arouse interest in the forest satyagraha and
generally to awake discontent.
The following meetings were held in the district during the week under
report :
Date

Place

(1)

(2)

9th July

Nasik..

Attendance

Remarks

(3)

..

1,500

200

(4)

..

Observance of Gandhi Day and congratulations to D. N. Chaudhari,
Sub-Inspector of Police, Nasik District, for resigning from his service.
• • Congratulations to Dr. G. B. Bhutekar
on his release.

9th July

•.

Do.

..

1>

thJuly

..

Yeola..

..

1,000

..

To celebrate Gandhi Day

3

••

Baglan satyagraha.

5
9th July

..

Do.

>

000

^Dhanaii Nana Chaudhari abdicated office at the call of Gandhiji. He later became
a great freedom-fighter and social worker for emancipation of the downtrodden.
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Date
**

f

(1)

t

i

6th July

Attendance

Remarks
(3;
(4)
1,200
Hoisting of the national flag on the
Taluka Board Office.
1,200
Dr. Bhutekar gave his experiences of
Do.
jail life which he said was not
at all troublesome.
3,000 to 4,000 Flag ceremony at the Lokmany
Do.
Library.
800
.. Boycott of foreign goods.
Zodga, Taluka
Malegaon.
5,000 .. Celebration of Gandhi Day.
Satana
1,000 to 12,000 Forest satyagraha movement.
Do.
500
Kalwan
Swaraj.

Place
(2)
.. Nandgaon
>

'

*9

I

3th July

*

13th July
11 th July

•

t

&.

•

-

<

• »

-

6th July
12th July
7th July
No great changes have occurred amongst the names already reported;
Raghunath Hari Gadre, pleader of Nasik, Dattatraya Yadav Pingle,
Dr. Dattatraya Balwant Khadilkar and Bagappa Vithobappa Gulve, all or
Nasik, appear to be the prime moves at present and during the last
and present week have been moving about the district taking part in
meetings and generally getting up interest in forest satyagraha.
Dr. G. B. Bhutekar since his release from jail is also taking interest
again.
During the week the public appear to have taken considerably more
interest in the movement; more especially in Satana and also in Kalwan,
Niphad and Nandgaon considerable
enthusiasm had occurred at
meetings.
During the week the volunteers who have been collected at Nampur
in Satana taluka have been touring about in batches in the taluka and
also in Malegaon and Kalwam talukas inciting the people to take part in
the forest satyagraha. Most of these volunteers are those who have
returned to the district having taken part in the various salt movements :
all their energies are now directed to getting up interest in the villages
over the movement in general and the forest movement in particular.
(3) West Khandesh, July 12.—Processions with the national flag were
taken through the villages of Khode, Dhulia taluka, Betawad, Nardhana
Police Station, and Virdel, Sindkheda Police Station, after which the
national flag was hoisted on the schools. A procession was also taken
through Nizampur village, Sakri Police Station as a protest against the
arrest of Motilal Nehru. The national flag was also taken in procession
through the town and then hoisted on the municipal building, Nandurbar.
It was also taken through the town of Shahada and hoisted near the
chavadi. The national flag was taken through the town of Taloda and
hoisted on the Marathi school there.
(4) West Khandesh, July 12—Trimbak Narayan, Police Patel of Khed,
Dhulia taluka, smoked a foreign cigarette at a meeting on July 5 so he
was boycotted by the villagers. He was fined Rs. 2-8-0, and it was
settled that the boycott would be continued till the fine was paid.
Volunteers have gone into several villages of the Dhulia taluka which
are situnted near forests and have incited the people not to pay grazing
fees.
*

i

•

•

.

*
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The Police are experiencing much trouble on account of the present
movement. Whenever a Police officer visits any village boys gather at
the chawadi and cry out the usual slogans.
8 ballads were sung by Annaji Patel of Dhadne at Dondaicha
before an au<
audience of about 200. The ballads referred to the men who
were recently sentenced in Dhulia.
On
Mandir
Nizampur, Sakri Police Station,
Nanak Shivrao Dave of Nizampur, Govind Motiram of Chalisgaon,
Vishnu Namdeo of Nizampur and Murlidhar Sampat of Nizampur
advised people to boycott foreign sugar, tea and to co-operate in the
present movement.
Madhavrao Bhosale,
M
of the Legislative Council, of Sakri
is taking a leading part in securing resignations of the Patels, who, on
account of fear of social boycott are obliged to resign, but no one would
come forward to say so. ^
Village servants of several villages in Sakri taluka do not help
Government servants in their official work. They will not point out the
persons on whom summonses and warrants are to be served.
West
July 12.—Meetings held include the following :
Date

Place

Audience

Remarks

(1)

(3)

(4)

July 6

(2)
Sakri

July 6

Sakri

1,500

July 6

Nandurbar

1,000

•

•

1,500

•

•

Boycott of Government servants who
should not even be spoken to Inspector Nirgudkar's conduct towards the Police Patel of Mhasdi
was condemned.
Sahebrao Sadashiv Patil cf Morana
condemned the ordinances and advocated boycott of the Police and
non-payment of grazing fees and
the grazing of cattle in the forest.
Muhammadans should join this movement; they should join the Hindus
and not quarrel; Government creates enmity between them.

(6) East Khandesh, July 72.—There were daily processions of the
Congress flag at Jalgaon, Shindal village (Pimpalgaon Police Station),
Dharangaon, Bhusawal, Bhadgaon, Chalisgaon, Chopda and . Pachora.
There was a procession at Fattehpur on July 5 with the Congress flag.
Congress flags were hoisted on the school buildings at Bahal
(Mehunbara Police Station), Khedgaon (Pachora Police Station) and
Pimpalgaon. That at Khedgaon was subsequently removed by the
schoolmaster. Some boys were expelled from the English High
symbols
School,. Erandcl, by the school-master for wearing Cong
on their clothes. A new private school has been opened as a result.
Flags were also hoisted on three school buildings at Jalgaon on July 8
in which the chairman of the School Board played a prominent part.
During the week the local Congress Committee have had a series of
lectures delivered at Jalgaon and have roused the feelings of the workers.
Some members of the municipality put in a requisition to the president
calling for a meeting to cpnsider a • resolution for the hoisting of the flag

on the municipal offices and all other buildings. The meeting was not
called until July 8. Congressists went to the Bhagirath Mills and
persuaded the millhands to ask for a day's leave, which was granted to
them by the manager. They then went i
Mills
their
y refused to leave tl
work. Eventually the workers in the Bhagirath Mills, also returned
work, but agreed to hold a meeting.
After the meeting Sonalkar and his friends hoisted flags on the Girls' and
Boys' School No. 1 and the Urdu School No. 1. The Muhammadans
objected and called on the District Magistrate and the District
Superintendent of Police the next day. They were to]
flag on the Urdu School and then it would be able
pass an order
Y got frightened
and took no action. The flag was taken down by someone about
days later.
disobey
under section 144, Cr. P. C.
(7) East Khandesh, July 12.—There were only 11 meetings in the district
during the week which the following may be noticed :
Date
(1)
9th July

Place
(2)
.. Jalgaon

Remarks

Attendance

(4)

(3)
2,000

•

•

To congratulate the girls who were
convicted under section 188,1. P,C.
for breaking the District Magistrate's order under section 144,
Cr. P. C. on July 6.

Pimpalgaon ..

500

H. R. Godbole gave an account of
the salt raids on Dharasana and
Wadala.

Do

Chalisgaon

700

.. In connection with Tilak's anniversary day.

Do.

.. Pimpalgaon ..

11th July

Haribhau Raghupati Godbole of Bombay delivered a lecture.
Moreshwar
of Dhulia, delivered lectures at meetings
at Palaskheda and Jalgaon on 8th and 9th respectively.
Chandrabhau Trimbak of Nandgaon, Nasik District, and Bhagchand
Station and
Govind, visited Mal-Shewaga village under Mehunbara
took out a procession with the Congress flag.
*

*

•

(8) Ahmednagar, July 12.—2,000 persons were present at a meeting on
and on
Puntamba organised by three
bail, On July 8th flag was hoi tod on. the chavadi at Puntamba. The
Sub-Inspector reports that each i nd every house at Kopargaon carried
At
700 to 800
the flag. At Rahata on July 10
Poyagaon on July 6, the flag was hoisted on the chavdi at Rahata on
July 10 on the village gate and at Bahiroba's temple, on July 11 on
many other houses and on July 12 on the school.
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Damodhar
Parashrami
to have
been responsible for preventing the hoisting of the flag on the high
being
School
The school was closed on
July 12. A meeting at Sangamner on July 12 attracted an audience of
200 only.
A meeting of 500 to 600 was held at Pathardi on July 7 and
on July 11 a hartal was observed on account of the conviction of the
7 accused sent up for obstruction and rioting. The flag was taken
in procession by 500 persons. The same afternoon a meeting of
250 resolved to boycott Muhammadans and Government :rvamts. In the
evening there was another flag procession of 3,000; the flag was erected
on the road and the place name<l "Nehru Chowk". Later a meeting
of 800 was held and the flag erected in the compound of the Government
school; this was removed by the school-master. Since then Pathardi
seems to have cooled down.
hevgaon taluka the flag was erected in the compound
Maruti
A series of meetings at Shevgaon on July 12 is being
arranged, for which Rs. 50 to 60 are said to have been collected.
A meeting of 750 was held at Deolali under Rahuri Police Station.
Hartal was observed at Deolali on July 11 on account of the conviction
of Vinayak Jayavant Takte.
The Civil Disobedience Movement is diminishing in the district in
general but it still continues in. Sangamner .and Akola talukas where the
local people appear to be waiting for each other to give a lead.
(9) Poona, July 12.—Meetings held include the following: —
Date
July 7

Audience

Place
Shivaji Mandir,
Poona city.

•

•

1,000

Remarks
Held at the Shivaji Mandir after the
return of the procession of students
that had tried to march on t]\Q
Council Hall. Meheudale congratulated R. K. Khadilkar and N. G.
Gore on their conviction and expressed Satisfaction at the
discipline observed by all present.
A. R. Bhatt said that the Government were afraid of the activities
of the youths and hence they had to
issue an order under section 144,
Cr. P. C , N. S. Hardikar asked the
students to carry out their movement constitutionally and to be prepared to be kicked and attacked with
lathis. He also said that only
17,000 persons had so far gone to
jail, but 70,000 or even 70 lakhs must
go. People going to jail hereafter
should go with their whole bodies
covered with blood; all students
must follow Gandhi and not go
jail for random speeches. Bapusaheb Gupte requested the students
to visit villages and educate villagers
in present politics. G. R. Inamdar
condemned
the ^ Honourable
Mr. Jadhav for his attitude towards
the picketers. Pandit said that the
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Honourable Mr. Pradhad had not
fulfilled the promises given by him at
the time of his elcection; under
Swaraj such people would go to
jail. Chafekar said that the Youth
League were thinking of creating a
volunteer corps which would give
instructions in drill and- would be
ready to defy orders , issued under
section 144, Cr. P. C , arid to receive lathi charges peacefully.
*
*

As an aftermath of the Bund Gardens affair, on the evening of July 7
some 500 attended a meeting at the Tilak Mahavidyalaya to condemn the
action of the Poona Police in dispersing the riotous assembly at about
1-15 a.m. on June 6. At this meeting, and also in certain anti-GoVernment papers of Bombay and Poona, it has been alleged or insinuated that
the Police sent a motor car to run into the back of the procession, and
that this car ran over some squatting satyagrahis. It has also been
alleged that the Police had the street-lights put out and then charged the
crowd.
Both stories are, of course, without foundation, and the action of
Lieutenant Blake in driving on when he was surrounded on all sides by
stone-throwers has been justified under Section 100, I. P. C , even had
he killed the processionists who obstructed the tvhole road after being
warned to disperse. But the exaggeration indulged in by the speakers
and writers was shown up \Vhen art Intelligence Branch Head Constable
found a man, whose leg was alleged to have been broken by a motor car,
sitting in his shop.
14 of the men who are supposed to have been injured are apparently
of the satyagraha mandal at the Tilak Mandir which organised the original
procession. The women who were injured were probably trampled on
by their own people, and Mrs. Yashodabai Bhatt was heard openly
condemning the men of the procession for trampling on her ar>d other
women in their haste to run away.
Maganlal Ishwarbhai Patel and Dheer wrote a joint letter about the
riot and the Bombay Chronicle published it, while the Indian Daily Mail
based some absurd innuendoes on it.
*
I
On July 8, Ganesh Shastri Joshi, K. T. Jadhav and Premraj Varma of
the cantonment were arrested as being ring-leaders in the unlawful
assembly. V. V. Atitkar has so far evaded arrest by running away to
Ahmednagar. The question of charging M. I. Patel is receiving
attention.
(10) S. B. Bombay Presidency, July 15.—On July 5 there was a
procession at Kondej (Karmala) headed by two brothers Dattatraya
Tukaram Deo and Vinayak Tukaram Deo. These two men advised the
people not to take toddy contracts,, and requested them to become
volunteers. They shouted out Down with the British Raj, Gandhi-ki-jai.
There were similar processions on Jule 6 and 8.
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On July 6, 7, 8 and 11 there were processions in Pandharpur.
A hartal was observed in Madha on July 2 on account of the arrest of
Motilal Nehru.
*

(11) Satara, July 72.—In spite of the number of civil disobedience
meetings remaining the same, viz., 50 in the week under report as against
52 in the previous week, the intensity of the situation does not appear
to have diminished in the least. On the contrary there are good grounds
for believing that the lower strata of society is being gradually won over.
Although the breach of the salt laws has automatically sunk into
insignificance, breach of forest laws in particular and boycott of foreign
cloth in general are being openly preached. The forthcoming visit of
His Excellency the Governor to Satara and Karad and the presentation
of addresses to him by certain local institutions and societies was, as
expected, exploited by these propagandists to their own end.
As the language used at some of these meetings was rather strong and
coupled with incitement to breach of the forest laws, the District
Superintendent of Police is instituting proceedings against certain of these
individuals.
There was no anti-civil disobedience meeting in this week, although in
a meeting held at Khed Budruk, in Koregaon taluka, one or two speakers
were bold enough to impress on the audience that they were following
a wrong path.
*

*

(13) Kolaba, July 12.—There is little alteration in the situation this
week. There is a tendency for the practice of morning rounds to extend
to some of the smaller towns. The forest satyagraha has not yet taken
any practical turn although it is the subject-matter of the majority of
speeches.
There were fourteen meetings during the week, average attendance
100 to 150 of no individual importance.
1249. Forest Agitation.
(1) Ahmednagar, July 12.—Propaganda for forest satyagraha continues
in the Sangamner and Akola talukas and grazing fees are being refused.
Extra Police have been sent, and further action is being taken against the
leaders
(2) Poona, July 12.—On July 9, reports were received from Ghoda
Ambeg
teak
and sandalwood, trees in the forest reserves by grazing cattle, seizure of
cattle by Forest Rangers, the flight of village Police Patels who should
have taken possession of the cattle, and consequent escape of the cattle.
These occurrences took place at the villages of Gangapur on July 6,
where 1,000 teak trees were damaged, Shenoli, 500 sandalwood trees, and
1,000 teak trees ; Simbe Budruk on July 8, 500 plants, and on July 8
at Ghoda, 500 teak trees.
A-115—48-A.
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Payment of grazing fees is withheld at the villages of Narodi, Shenoli,
Sakn, Ahupe, Pimpaigaon, Aghone, Mhaswad, Doni, Tirpad and
Ambegaon.
It appears that a #w&rt-constitutional agitation was being carried on for
modification of the Forest Act on July 5, at Ghoda, when G. R. Inamdar,
late of the Finger Print Bureau, read out a statement of the demands
to a meeting of about 1,500 villagers, and asked for signatures and nonpayment of grazing fees, up to July 8.
Other agitators were Nemchand Gujar and Jairam Gomaji Kale of
Ghoda and Popatlal of Ambegaon,
1253. Ville Parle Chhawani.
Bombay Suburban District, July 12.—Daily meetings were held at
Villc Parle throughout the week. The audiences except on two occasions,
numbered between 30 and 50.
On July 9 when Jairamdas Daulatram of Karachi visited the Chhawani
some 600 persons were present and on July 11 Krishnaji Prabhakar
Khadilkar, editor of Nava Kal, made a speech in Parle to about
150 people.
Chief speakers, in addition to these two, were Abdulla Rahimtulla,
Vrashabhadas Jaweri, Dilkhush Diwanji and Mrs. Hansa Mehta.
The substance of all the speeches was that all should join the movement, even children, who should not be allowed to attend Government
schools. Women were repeatedly requested for the last time to come of
picketing. They should not be deceived by Government handbills.
Jairamdas Daulatram said that he was very pleased to see the
Chhawani. He had heard from a reliable source that their leaders would
be released before the Round Table Conference and that a representative
from Parliament has come to negotiate with Mahatma Gandhi. They
should not be led away by this but should continue the movement and
fight with Government to the end. Students should not attend Government schools as the history of India will be shortly changed.
Krishnaji Prabhakar Khadilkar said that all must wear khadi and thus
make the country rich. They should all give up all foreign articles for
one year.
Ghatkopar.—Meetings were held at Ghatkopar (6), Mulund (3),
Mahul (1), Chembur (2), and Bhandup (1). The audiences were practically all of Gujerathis, and numbered 30 to 100. On the 9th, there was
one large meeting at Ghatkopar on account of the conviction of
Kamlabai, wife of Kesardas.
Most of the speeches were on the usual lires, that al! students should
leave theiir colleges and join the movement and all should wear khadi and
bovcott foreign eoods.
Dharmanand Kosambi\ speaking on the 6th, said that they could not
expect to get Swaraj easily or quickly, nor would they get it simply by
working on taklis or taking out processions. Lookin^ to ApeWca, Africa,
China and Ireland thev could see how Ion** ft took these countries to get
Swaraj, and they did not get it without having a lot of their blood
spilt.
A-115—48-B.
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The Lathi War wa® a retribution for their sins and not a mistake
of Government. Vallabhbhai had said in Bombay that all students
should leave their colleges and take part in the movement at such
a critical and serious time.
•

Achyut Yashwant Sawant of Chembur and Digambar Ramchandra
Patankar made fiery speeches on the 7th for which they were prosecuted
under Ordinance No. V of 1930. They alluded to the Police as " black
domesticated dogs and their foolish officers" who in other places had
fired on many people and killed them. In like manner these dogs could
be killed by being trodden on when they would be thinking of following
white dogs, who were shortly going to flee by aeroplanes to England.
They should make use of the means at hand and then these dogs would
die instantly. No food, water or clothes should be allowed to go to the
Police and they should be totally boycotted. In the same manner that
Government shoots rabid does, these does should be killed.
*

*

*

Andheri.—Meetings were held at Andheri (1), Versova (1), Malad (2) and
Madh (2). Audience between 40 to 100. At most of the meetings the
speakers requested the audience to join the movement. The meeting at
Andheri was held to congratulate Dhirajlal Chhaganlal Modi on his
arrest in Bombay.
1255. Fund.
(1) West Khandesh, July 12.—Rs. 100 were collected at Sindkheda by
Ramchandra Natubuwa and others for the expenses of the Dhulia Camp.
(2) East Khandesh, July 12.—Rs. 350 were collected during the week.
(3) Ahmednagar, July 72.—About Rs. 6,000 are reported to have been
collected in Ahmednagar for relief of families of satyagrahis convicted.
R*. 7 at Rahata for forest satyagraha. Rs. 2.000, out of the amount ol
Rs. 6,000 for the relief of families, is said to have been subscribed by
Rao Bahadur Ganesh Krishna Chitale, pleader of Ahmednagar.
(4) S. B. Bombay Presidency, Poona, July 12.—Rs. 350 given to the
Ville Parle Chhawani, Rs. 375 collected towards the expenses of volunteers
for forest satyagraha. Rs. 1,000 collected at Belgaum by Manjappa
M. Hardikar for the khaddar fund (the tc
*

)

1258. Resignation of Government Servants
West Khandesh, July 72.-36 resignations have been
the Patels of various villages in Sakri taluka.

submitted

by

1260-A. His Excellency the Governor's Visit to Satara.
Satara July 72.—His excellency's visit passed off quietly without the
least change in any part of the programme. Although a large number of
students and the illiterate mass was mischievously roused mostly by the
*
p
.it.,.- Un^m/r mproVmntQ and maHp. t o v£?>t
and £ few
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their feelings of wrath by hoisting black flags, the occasion clearly
exhibited that a very large section of the lower populace was not lacking
in their allegience and co-operation with the British Government.
Reports are being received that a few villages in Patan taluka and
Shirala Peta refused to pay grazing fees and have allowed their cattle
to graze in ieserved forests. Prompt legal action to check the evil
spreading is being taken.
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1292. Civil Disobdience Movement, General Summary.
Nasik.—Week ending July 12, 24 meetings. Interest is being shown in
forest satyagraha. D. Y. Pingle, Dr. Dattatraya B. Khadilkar, B. V.
Gulve and Dr. G. B. Bbutekar are active. The largest attendances were
at Nasik, July 5 (1,500), July 9 (1,200), Yeola, July 5 (1,000), July 9
(3,000), Nandgaon, July 6 (1,200), July 12 (1,200) and July 13 (45000),
Satana, July 6 (5,000) and July 12 (1,200).
West Khandesh.—4 meetings, audiences over 1,000
Nandurbar on July 6.
East Khandesh.—11 meetings,
July 8 (1,000) and July 9 (2,000).

audiences

over

at

1,000

Sakri
at

and

Jalgaon

Ahmednagar.—6 meetings, audience at Puntamba, July 6 (2,000).
Other audiences small and the movement appears to be diminishing in
the district, except at Sangamner and Akola.
Sholapur.—Processions at Kondy (Karmala) and Pandharpur on
several days during the week. A meeting at Pandharpur on July 16,
audience 500, Sarota Rajhans, presided and Vithal Vishwanath Badve
and Narayan Ramchandra Nirlekar, secretary of the Youth League of
Pandharpur, asked the audience not to pay taxes.
Satara.—50 meetings, breach of forest laws, and the boycott of foreign
cloth is being widely preached.
Ratnagiri.—16 meetings, 13 hartals and 13 processions during the week.
Maximum audience 1,200.
Kolaba.—14 meetings, attendances below 150, forest satyagraha has
not w t taken any practical turn but is the subject of the majority of
meetings.
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1293. Agitation.
(1) Thana, July 79.—Meetings held include following :
Date

Place

Audience

Remarks

0)

(2)

(3)

(4)

2,000

R. S. Ruikar of Nagpur exhorted
railwaymen to join Congress. He
was persuading the federation of
the Railway Union to join the
movement. Chamanlal, Gin, and
Joshiwere traitors and Joshi had
used the staff union funds for his
own ends. They must increas
union funds to enable them to take
stronger aciion in future.

13th July

Kalyan

Do

Do.

«

Do.

•.

\ 5th July

7th July

•

•

•

•

•

Thana

500

Bhalchandra Atmaram Dandekar of
Palghar presided at the time of the
hoisting of the national flag at the
District Local Board Office.

Manor

300

Mukund Jivaa Sauk he of Manors said
tnat numbers of the Police and
Forest Dc artments should be boycotted if tney do not resign.

Bhayander

200

Agadhi

Bassein

•

•

500

500

Prohibition.
Chhotalal Ramdas Shroff exhorted th
audience to con lenee picketing,
boycott foreign goods ana stoptne
food a/id water of Government servants.
To organise prohibition measures
without breaking the law.

(2) Nasik, July 19.—During the week the volunteers who had collected
at Nampur in Satana taiuka dispersed in the taluka and in the adjoining
talukas of Kalwan and Malegaon and continued to wander from village
to village calling on the villagers to take part in the
movement and asking Patels to resign. It was expected that on the 22
against
ie batches of volunteers
this did not occur : a]
generally, to interest the villagers
disaffec
be now directed to ci
in refusing to pay grazing fees, and sending their cattle into the forests.
During the week from the number of meetings reported, considerably
more interest appears to have been 'taken in the movement. Satana,
Kalwan, Niphad, Malegaon North, Nandgaon and Yeoia talukas all
and to have
affected
the meetings held at the instance of the
about.
the
chief
meetings of some importance have been
;se meetings has been
i
Volunteers
who
had
collected
at
Nam[part
pur wander about in batches of three or four and hold meeting at villages
and only to the villagers and incite them to break the Forest Laws or
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There is little doubt that they
assist the movement with money or grain
;nt and general disaffection.
have roused a lot of interest in the mov
(3j West Khandesh, July 19.—Meetings were held none of which are
of importance.
Volunteers went from house to house with a national flag in Dhulia
town on July 13 and collected corn of sorts for the Dhulia camp. 35 bags
were collected.
On July 15 Parvatibai Thakar delivered a lecture among women in
Dhulia in which the boycott of foreign cloth and tea and the spinning of
yarn were preached.
As the volunteers who had opened a camp (shibir) at Dang Shiwade,
Police station Pimpalner, did not get any accommodation they returned to
Sakri from where they did their work. They went from house to house
and preached against the forest law. Nobody spoke against them.
Mahadeo Gopal Bhosale of Sakri, Namdeo Budharjd Patil of Dhadna,
Shankar Chindhu Bendre of Chhadwel, Sitaram Govind Patil of Malpnr
went to Samoda, Pimpalner and Balana and advised people to have unity.
They did not deliver any open lectures.
4

*

(4) East Khandesh, July 19. Meetings held include the following
Date

Place

Audienc

(1)

(2)

(3)

July 13th

July 14th

•

•

July 14th

Julyl6fh

..

Remarks
(4)

Pimpalgaon

800

Dharangaon

500

Narhar Ganesh Thakur of Parola was
responsible for the holding of this
meeting. Tne head master's action
in canning a boy for wearing a
Congress badge on his cap in school
was condemned. Resolutions to
hoist the flag on the municipal hall
and to prosecute the master were
passed.

Bhalod

600

TrimbakPundalikChaudhariof Asoda,
Jalgaon taluka, spoke on the Civil
Disobedience Movement and boycott.

Faijpur

1,500

The use of khaddar for the uniforms
of Railway employees was urged.
At first this meeting would have
nothing to do with the resolutions
about khaddar, but Ruikar was able
to persuade them to pass it.

1,000

S. V. Bapat spoke giving the usual
lecture which he was prohibited
from
making.
He
has
been prosecuted.

•

Hanbhau R. Godbole made a very
violent speech against the forest
law" and the people exhorted not
to fear Government.

•

*

July 17th

Do.

Bhusawal

•

#

Jalgaon

•

•

1,500

•

•

Meeting to congratulate V. V. Bochare
on his conviction under Section
107, Cr. P. C.
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Date
(1)
July 19th

Do.

Place

Audience

Remaiks

(2)
Jalgaon

(3)

(4)

Do.

1,500

300

..

A ladies meeting which was addressed
by th^ headmistress of the local
girls' high school to boycott foreign
articles.

..

This meeting was held to declare that
Forest satyagraha would be started
on July 22. The audience was also
advised to boycjtt Government
servants.

17 meetings were held in the district during the week.
Daily processions are still taken out at Jalgaon, Yawal, Bhadgaon,
Paeiiora, Shendurni and Amalner by the millhands in the evening after the
mills axe closed. Processions with the Congress flag were taken out at
Kurka, Bhote and Parni villages, Edlabad Police station, on July 13 and
14 and 14 respectively. At Chopda a procession was taken out to
welcome the return of Dr. Sadashiv Shankar Kothari from jail, in spite
of the prohibitory order under Section 144, Cr.P.C. Some 16 persons
have been arrested and sent for trial under Section 188, I. P. C. The
Congress flag was hoisted on the Local Board School at Kalamsare,
Pimpalgaon Police station, which was subsequently removed by the
headmaster.
Keshav Shripad Pathak, chairman of the Municipal School Board,
Jalgaon, ordered that all schools should be closed on July 17 as a hartal
against the conviction of V. V. Bochare, acting president of the District
Congress Committee, under Section 107, Cr. P. C. Hartal was also
observed at Raver on July 17 for the same reason, as Bochare is a
resident of Raver.
Things, on the whole, have been very quiet during the week, but
there are signs that they will liven up during next week. Rumours are
afloat that the Forest Act will be broken in the Satpudas, and steps have
been taken to get early information.
(5) Poona, July 19.—MeetingsDate

Place

0)

(2)

13th July

Do.

•

•

•

•

Near Fergusson
College

Reay Market

Remarks

Attendance

(4)

(3)
150

2,000

• e

•

•

This meeting was convened by the
Poona Youth League. The speaker
pnpealed to the students (mostly
Fergussonians) to suspend their
studies for one year to take to
village life for educating villagers.
Phadke said he wanted volunteers
for the Boycott Week in Poona
but no student responded.
D. V. Divekar explained forest
satyagraha as practised by Aney
and condemned Government for
convicting him of theft.
Dr.
Munje had taken his place and he
too was convicted twice. Bhide

760
Date

Place

(1)
13th July

(2)

Attendanc
(3)

Remarks

,>

called Aney the lion of C. P .
P:. hankar and Vaghire said that
the movement could be carried ou
without leaders as in Bombay and
Calcutta. Dr. Palsule said that
tne Police were law breakers.
TaJv/alkar also thanked the Police
for the lathi-charge at Bund Bridge.
H. V. Tulpule referred to the
Collector of Poona's Darbai at
Baramatiand said
at only the
Loyalists were allowed to take

conid.

pari m it.

151 h July

..

Tilak Maadir

19th July

..

Tilak Mandir

50

Do

This was another Poona Youth League
meeting held for the students of
the r Parsharam Bhau College.
Civil
Disobedience
Movement
Patwardhan affirmed, offered an
anodyne and asked the students to
susp I studiesjfor a year and take
up (I) village
propaganda, (2)
organisation of the boycott of
British g »ds and (3) setting up
the labourers to destroy the yoke
of their exploiters, i. e. Britisher.
..

Paslu kar congratulated G. T. Josni,
K. T. Jadhav, M.L Patei and
Varma for their conviction under
Sec-ion 145, L P . C.,on 18th July.
He regr< ted^the slackness in tne
m /ementin Poona as compared
witn ne jhbouri ; districts, and
ascribed this to parties and factions
in Poona.

On 13itt,

1,500 persons met at Ghoda when three M. L. C's. and
rievances. The three members were N. R. Gunjai,
Surve
and
B.
grazmg
Augu
that though they had up to
Gunjal
pressed to pay now, B. R. inamdar sa
y offence by not paying till 15th Augu
was only the British Government that had
Venkatrao Surve
rum
imposed forest, liquor and toll taxes.
cultivators. Governor, Collect" and all Government servants were fed
be peaceful. Motilal Nehru, who
on the people's food. All
could buy up the British had gone to jail. Babasaheb Chandrachad
invited people to come to Poona and go in deputation to the Governor.
He said that Government made a crore out of the Forests and spent it
not on the people but on forest officials.
Baburao Fule made a seditious speech saying Shivaji reigned only for a
few years but the British had reigned 150 years and takes their money and
their arms. If forest grievances were not removed the people should
unite and do as they thought proper. Government's oppression was
seen in Bombay and Sholapur.
*
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Maruti Kasar of Ghoda who is the ring-leader in the movement and
who had fethced the speakers from Poona said they were to remember
the lesson that the forests were to be preserved and not destroyed. The
people had no arms and must be peaceful. Afterwards the people having
consulted the goddess (Kalambjai) appointed Jairam Ghamaji Kale their
leader in forest satyagraha.
On 13 th when Inspector Shinde arrested Vishnu Bahiru Powar at
Parunde village 6 miles south-west of Junnar, 500 persons escorted him
to Junnar with the national flag and wanted to process round junnar,
where in the meantime Mr. Fazlodin, Deputy Superintendent of Police,
had made 4 other arrests. Some 1,500 persons collected (near the
otrice and began shouting. The Sub-Divisional Magistrate and the
Deputy Superintendent of Police dispersed them and temporarily arrested
three ring-leaders.
Owing to this firm action there was no interference with the Collector's
darbar which was held in Junnar the next day, and wa© in every was
successful, except that the pleaders absented themselves.
. (6) Shotapur, July 19.—At Pandharpur on the 16th instant (audience
500) a meeting was under the Presidentship of one Sarota Rajhanas
Brahmin of Pandharpur. The two speakers were Vithal Vishvanath
Badwe and Narayan Ramchandra Nirlekar, secretary of the You&
League of Pandharpur. They urged their audience not to pay taxes as
the Government was despotic. They congratulated Dr. Munje on his
Akbarali Abdul Husen. a
conviction
councillor of Pandharp
.unit

Both speakers are being prosecuted under section 117, I. P. C.
(7) Satara, July 19.—There was again an abnormal increase in the
number being 80 as
the
against 50 in the week preceding. Breach of the forest laws and the
cessation of the payment of grazing fees continue to be openly preached
by volunteers. The speeches delivered at some of these meetings were
most violent and which have to a great extent irritated the minds of
the agriculturists who are now taking an active part in the movement.
Prosecutions are being freely launched against the most violent of these
speakers and every possible endeavour is being made to curb their
activities.
Although the non-Brahmin Party at first stood quite aloof from this
campaign a good lead of disruption amongst its, staunch supporters and
the rank and file was clearly discernible some time back, but this week's
events prominently helped in exhibiting the black sheep from its fold.
While the majority of the party was presenting an address of welcome to
e Governor at Satara on July 12, the minority section
common C2 n ^ with the satvagrahi volunteers and the
down those who attended
the function. The only satisfactory
has started this week on a propagand

/
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restricting its advice to the boycott of tea, liquor and foreign cloth
only, and further advising the populance not to commit breach of any
their
concerned.
(8) Ratnagiri, July 19.—In all 18 meetings were held during the week.
Of them 6 were for celebration of the death anniversary of Tiiak. one
at Malwan about picketing and summing up of results thereof, 2 for
hoisting the so-called national flag and 9 on other miscellaneous items,
in one of which (Dapoli) high school boys were advised not to leave
the school, in another {vanar sena meeting at Ratnagiri) the boys and
girls were advised to maintain discipline. In almost all of them, however,
Swadeshism was vehemently preached. With the exception of the
following 4, the attendances at the rest were small.
1. Malwan on July 12. Attendance of 400. Principal speaker,
Shankar Krishnaji Gawankar, pleader, Malwan, detailed how he persuaded some persons from drinking toddy. Boys were repremanded for
having remamed aloof from picketing and were advised to join it.
Gawankar also referred to his interview with the District Magistrate
and said that there should be no breach of the peace while picketing.
About 10 boys volunteered their services for picketing. Pecuniary
help was then called for the continuance of the agitation.
2. Kanakavli on July 13 with an attendance of 400 Hindus. Principal
speakers Vithal Vishram Vichare of Rajapur and Janardan Murari
Subhedar of Jaiijapur.
A flag was hoisted on Malwan road junction at Kanakavli and a meeting was held. A powada on the present condition of India was recited.
Peopk were asked to protect the flag even at the risk of their lives.
Advice was given to boycott. British goods, liquor, tea and courts.
3. At Ratnagiri on July 12 wiijh an attendance of 260 school boys
and girls.
Principal speakers were R. G. Rajadhyaksha and Anant Laxman
Maluste of Ratnagiri.
The meeting was preceded by a procession of boys and girls in the
vanar sena (monkey troop).
Advice to abstain from tea and to be self-supporting was given to the
boys. The boys were asked to form themselves into vanar sena in bringing back the goddess of Hindu which has been taken away by British
Government in the same manner in which Rama succeeded in killing
R^van with the help of monkeys.
4. At Anjarle, taluka Dapoli, on July 11 with an attendance of 250
Hindus.
The principal speakers were Govind Ganesh Pendse of Anjarle and
arishchandra Laxman Joshi of Anjarle.
The audience was exhorted to assist in the Civil Disobedience Movsmt and boycott of foreign cloth, tea, toddy and liquor was advocated
le meeting was preceded by a procession which went through Anjarle
d Murdi villages.
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At Vengurla volunteers from Gandhi Sevashram (Gandhi Service
Camp) went round
bazaar during the week and collected rice
5 pailis and Rs. 2 for their maintenance.
The satyagraha camp at Vengurla has
removed
of Vishnu Kashiram Bhangle to another house owned
Mahadeo
Tukaram Valawalkar owing to the death of the former.
The satyagrahis at Malwan are advising the people to take to spinning
and to boycott foreign goods and abstain from drinking liquor. Some
women and children attended
camp of spinning.
*

The so-called national flag was hoisted on Kharepaten school on
July 13.
A sum of Rs. 2-8-0 was also collected at Phonda on July 14 for the
use of satyagrahis coming from outside.
On July 12, the School Beard of the Dislifct Local Board, Ratnagiri,
passed a resolution that hoisting national flags does not constitute disobedience of law and a petition to permit hoisting of the flag was made
to the District Local Board.
On July 15, the so-called national flag was hoisted on the municipal
office at Ratnagiri in the presence of Rao Bahadur L. V. Parulekar
(President). About 200 citizens were presient.
Some people from Guhagar visited about 12 villages surrounding
Guhagar and exhorted the audience to use Swadeshi articles.
At Dapoli manuscript copies styled Satya Prakasha were pasted at
prominent places in the Dapoli bazaar commenting on Government
action against the present movement. This appears to be the work of
local mischief mongers.
On July 13 tfie so-called national flag was hoisted on the village
temple at Anjarle.
*

*

Morning rounds were continued or started afresh during the week at
Deogad, Wada, Kanakavli, Phonda, Kharepatan, Rajapur, Chiplun.
Guhagar, Dabhol and Ratnagiri.
The following hartals were observed during the week under report :
Date

Place

Reason

0)

(2)

(3)

5th July

•

•

•

Masura, Taluka Malwan

•

11th July ..

Palshet, Guhagar

14th July

Ratnagiri

•

•

•

•

..

Arrest of Pandit Motilal Nehru.
Do.

•

•

..

Conviction of Wanis for an offence
under Section 147, I. P. C.
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processions

Achra

Purpose
(3)
Tilak's anniversary.

Do.

Vijaydurg

Gandhi's photograph.

Do.

Kharepatan

Preliminary to morning rounds.

Malwan

Tilak's anniversary.

Date
(1)
12th July

13 th July
Do.

Place
(2)

Kanakavli

14th July

Ratnagiri

19th July

Do.

•

•

•

•

Hoisting national flag. A sum of
?
i „s. 4-6-0 was collected from the
public for the cost of the so-called
national flag.
Conviction of Wanis of Ratnagiri
under Section 147, I. P. C.
Vanar Sena (monkey troop).

(9) Kolaba, July 19.—The movement appears to be widespread
throughout the district, although the vast majority of supporters appear
to show their sympathy in an innocuous manner, such as attendance at
meetings, morning rounds, etc., wifihout showing any practical desire to
break the law as yet. Morning rounds are observed in practically every
town and village.
Picketing of liquor shops continues and is fairly general throughout
the district.
Forest satyagraha continues to be the subject of some speeches, but
not to the same extent as hitherto, presumably on account of ithe action
taken against the leaders responsible. In Mahad, for example, where
many leaders were prosecuted, speakers have announced that they will
not speak on satyagraha. but will confine their remarks to the boycott of
goods Speeches are, none the less, anti-Government.
Alibag may be considered the present centre of the movement
Volunteers obtain training at^ the shibir and move about the taluka.
On the evening of July 20 a procession marched to the Ramnath
road to defy an order made by the District Superintendent of Police
under Section 48, Bombay District Police Act. It was noticeable that
hundred, only about, 40 took
lookers numbered
part in the procession. Reaching the Police cordon, the procession
squatted on the road where it remained all night although the
were
mornin
awn
(reduced to 11 youths) passed along the road and were arrested and
kept in the lock-up until evening, when they were released. The crowd
of on-lookers dispersed on being ordered to do so.
Although there has been no serious incident so far, the movement is
undoubtedly gaining popularity, and the deliberate breaking of the law
on July 21 indicates that a difficult situation might arise at any time.
1300. Ville Parle Chfcawani.
Bombay Suburban District, July 19.—There was no
except at Chembur where a few women
as usual.

picketing

of
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The number of permanent volunteers in the Ville Parle Chhawani
end of the week was 11 men and 13 women. 11 volunteers have »
leave.
illabhbhai Patel asked for a full report
Chhawani which was taken to him bv
tulla and Vrashbhadas Jaweri that evening.
The leaders and the few volunteers of the Ville Parle Chhawani made
strenuous efforts during the week to obtain volunteers but without
success. They produced a form which they required volunteers to sign.
Only 20 men, 12 women and 15 boys under 14 have signed a form so
far. In addition to these, 5 women from Borivli have also signed.
Both the leaders and volunteers are disappointed and wavering. Their
general talk is to the effect that the struggle will not be a success and,
therefore no use of carrying on.
Abdulla Rahimtulla is himself very disappointed at the slackenning of
the movement
A number of the permanent volunteers of the Chhawani have refused to
sign the new form until the majority of the public have done so.
A party of 11 volunteers of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee
arrived at Andheri on Juty 14. from where they moved on to Borivli,
Poisar, Dahisar and Babbai, they left from Bassein on July 16. They
spoke in each village requesting the public to join the Congress.
The Kolis of Versowa continue to take great interest in ftie movement
and endeavour to boycott, the Police there. Although openly the shopkeepers do not supply the Police out of fear, yet all requirements are
supplied secretly.
•

*

1302. Funds.
(1) Nasik. July 19 —During the week Rs. 200 were collected for the
forest satyagraha in the Yeola taluka.
(2) 5. B., Bombay Presidency, July 26.—The principal amounts collected
vhich are reported this week are as follows:
Ahmednagar, Rs. 6,000 collected for the relief of families of satyagrams
vho are convicted. Out of this Rs. 2,000 was said to have been subscribed
bv Rao Bahadur Ganesh Krishna Chitale, pleader of Ahmednagar. East
West Khandesh, Rs. 100
304. National Uia;
East Khandesh, July iP.-Over the flag hoisting there seems to have
been a certain amount of animosity. The flag was hoisted on July 12
rehoisted the same
down
day.
J 305-A Temperance Movement
<1> Thana July 19 - A n order was issued by the District Magistrate
I l ) i I .ana, Jiuly lv. m
Bassein, with
prohibiting picketing within 1UU yarns OL A IH
F
the result that the leaders have called off picketing tee for a week.
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(2) Nasik, July 19.—So far as the liquor picketing movement is concerned it has stopped in Nasik itself, but at Sinnar, Yeola, Wadner Bahiroba
(taluka Chandor), Manmad and Pimpalgaon Baswantj (taluka Niphad)
it is going on and sale at these places have been considerably affected.
Generally speaking the movement appears to have increased in the
district during the last week and still continues to do so.
(3) West Khandesh, July 19.—Picketing of toddy and liquor shops
at Dhulia and of the liquor shop at Nandurbar is still continued. Picketing of liquor shops at Dondaicha is stopped.
(4) Ratnagiri, July 19.—3 volunteers from Malwan went to Tankarli
village on July 7 with 3 men from Deobag and kept the latter there for
picketing toddy and liquor shops which they did for that day only.
Toddy ond liquor shops at Achra were picketed on 8th, 9th and 10th
only
Picketing of liquor and toddy shops at; Malwan continued during the week.
Picketing the liquor shop at Sanekot, taluka Malwan, which was
vStarted some days ago was stopped from July 15.
Picketmg the liquor shop at Chiplun continued without trouble upto
July 13 on which day it was stopped.
Picketing the liquor shop at Khed continued during the week.
1306 Boycott of Foreign Cloth.
Thana, July 19.—Boycott of foreign cloth and goods and prohibition have been the chief subject of meetings of which 21 were held.
Women are now taking a more active part. Prabhat feri takes place
daily in the larger towns.
At a meeting at Kalyan on July 13, R. S. Ruikar of Nagpur sxhorted
labour to join the Congress movement
1307. Resignation of Government Servants.
West Khandesh, Jtily 19.—Police Patels of Khedle and Gunjali
taluka Taloda, who had resigned have withdrawn their resignations and
have resumed their work.
It is learnt that) Police Patels of Balana, Pargaon, Dhongde, Pankhed
and Mandana, Police Station Pilmpalner, are thinking of resigning their
posts.
1308. Formation of Arbitration Boards.
West Khandesh. July 19.—In Ner, Dhulia taluka, a panchayat has
been formed, Kamal Jamal Kasabi and Amir Nathu Tamboli are the
Muhammadan panchas. Gopal Gujrathi and otjhers whose names are not
known are the Hindu panchas. Genda alias Vedu Patel has been
appointed as the Mamlatdar, Balwantrao Ganpatrao as the foujdar and
Wanji Supdu Patil as the havaldar. Any complaint is to be decided by
this tribunal. The place where they sit is not known. Foreign sm?ar fa
boycotted and it has been decided that whoever use it wilfl be fined Rs. 21.
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1329. Civil Disobedience Movement, General Summary.
S. B.y Bombay Presidency, Poona, August 2.—Agitation appears to
be still strong in the following districts as indicated by the number of
meetings held : Nasik, Satara, etc. Attendances at meetings are
generally smaller and this appears to be mainly due to the
absence of leaders with an inflammatory turn of speech. The
arrest of VaJlabhbhai J. Patel took place at Bombay in the early
mornmg of August) 2 along with other important members of the Working
Committee of the Congress, should these arrests lead i|o substantial
convictions it should have a calming effect on the general situation in
the presidency.
*

*

*

Forest satyagraha continues to develop in the Ahmednagar, Nasik and
Satara districts, but the local aotlion taken should prove effective. No
special developmentis are reported in this connection from West Khandesh
and Kolaba.
Liquor shop picketing continues in most districts in a peaceful manner.
Brief details of the state of agitation in the different districts are
as under: —
(1) Thana.—Week ending July 19. 6 meetings, largest attendance
2,000 persons at Kalwan on July 13. R. S. Ruikar and Bhalchandra
Atmaram Dandekar have been prominent speakers.
(2) Nasik.—33 meetings. The following talukas have been affected by
the forest satyagraha movement :—Satara, Kalwan, Niphad, Malegaon
North, Nandgaon and Yeola.
(3) West Khandesh.—27 meetings, none however of much importance.
(4) East Khandesh.—17 meetings. Attendances over 1.000 were at
Faiipur, July 16, Bhusawal, Julv 17, Jalgaon, July 17 and 1.9. Student
(
activities arc noticed and Congress flag agitation by the Local School
Boards.
(5) Poona.—Week endfag July 26. Local speakers continue to hold
meetings but audiences have fallen off. S. B. Mehendale, Dictator and
K. N. Phadke, Secretary of the Poona Youth League, have been busy
organising boycott week and in agitation among college students. Abdul
;
Razak, the railway agitator, was sentenced under Sect on 3 of the
India Act 22 of 1922 for inciting police fo disaffection. Some incidents
of forest satyagraha are reported.

»*

(6) Sholapur.—3 meetings. One at Sangola, Kurduwadi. July 19 and
Kurti, July 21. The most prominent mischief maker of the district
Dr. K B. Antrolikar, who had been out of the district since Martial Law
commenced, was arrested on July 25 under Seclflon 117, I. P. C.
(7) batara*—Week ending July 19. Rise in the number of meeting
from 50 to 80. Breach of the forest laws and non-payment of grazing
fees is widely preached by volunteers. Sonie of t(he speeches have been
very violent.
(8) Ratnagiri.—18 meetings. Six of these were in celebration of the
death of Tilak, attendances were below 400.
(9) Kolaba.—Alibag is the main centre of the movement. The agitation is being spread throughout the district. Forest satyagraha is being
preached. Picketing of liquor shops was fairly general.
1330« Agitation.
(1) Bombay Suburban District.—Prabhat jeris took place as usual at
the more important places in the district. They were taken out daily at
Ghatkopar, Parle, Chembur, Bandra, Kurla, Pahadi, Malad and Versowa.
The number of processions varied from 9 to 60. The majority in them
were women and children. In Ghatkopar itself there were 21 such processions during the week. On July 26, about 200 workers of the
Swadeshi Factory of Ghatkopar proceeded for about an hour and a half
with the usual songs and slogans. There was no hartal during the week
Except at Chembur, there was no picketing of liquor shops.
Meetings held include the following :
Date

Place
(2)
Ville Parle

O)
Nil

21 st July

..

Ghatkopar

Audience
•

•

..

(3)
300

2,500

P.emarks
(4)

Meeting held on the occasion of the
vfcit of Kumari Krishnabai, daughter
of Pandit Motilal Nehru. Speeches
were on the usual lines.
Krishnabai asked all not to put
fait^ in th^oeace negotiations as
herfather did not agree with them.
Vallabhbhai came to Ghatkopar from
Bombay accmpained by Hansabai
Mehta and one Manibai. He was
garlanded with a wreath of handmade yarn.
Chandulal Vrajlal Desai of Ghatkopar gave a report of the work
done by the Ghatkopar Congress
Committee, and then urged civil
disobedience, disloyalty to Government, they should not be afraid
to meet death. Kamlaben has
undergone
imprisonment,
the
women, s mid produce hundreds
of Kamlaben amongst them. He
then advocated the wearing of
khaddar. Women should compel
their husbands and brothers to
take part in the movement, when
everyone was prepared to die then
only would Swaraj be obtained,
not only by the shouting of "Boycott British Goods."
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Date

Place

(1)

(2)
Baadra

20th July

Attendance

•

•

(3)
500

Subjects
(4)
..

.

Presided over by Thomas Almeida,
a Municipal Councillor of Bandra.
The President and all the speakers
urged the audience to use Swadeshi
goods and boycott foreign cloth
and liquor, to spin on the takli
and to become members
of
Congress. All
should help by
subscribing towards the fund for
supporting families of volunteers
. who have gone to jail.

(2) Thana, July 26.-11 meetings were held during the week. The
chief subjects were boycott of foreign goods, prohibition and boycott of
Government servants.
As a result of the arrest of Anant Krishnaji Kashikar boycott of the
Police commenced on July 26 and provisions have tp be brought from
Bhivandi.
(3) Nasik, July 26.—Meetings held include the following : —
Date
20th July

•

21st
to 23rd July
22nd July

Plac3
Nasik

•

•

•

Do.

•

•

. • Nandgaon

27th July

•

Do.

t

*

•

•

•

500

Trimbak

20th July

21st July
22nd July
25 July

Audience
1,200

Manmad
Do.
Do.

..

2,000

..

1,000
1,000
1,009
500 to 600

..
..

Subject
To protest against the suggested
address
by the municipality to
His Excellency the Governor on
the occasion of his expected visit
to Nasik in August.
4 similar meetings with attendance
from 125 to 600.
To
congratulate
Sub-Inspector
Chaudhari of the Police on
his
resignation.
The use of Swadeshi articles and the
giving up of liquor drinking.
In connection with the hoisting of
the national Mag on the Local
Board Office.
The present movement.
Do.
Progress of the Vanjari community
and abstinence from liquor.

July 26.—36 meetings are reported in the district
West
and 16 hartals. These for no special mention.
(5) East Khandesh, July 26.—Laxman Ramchandra Tanksali of
Puntamba arrived at Raver during the week and delivered lecture on
July 25 on Civil Disobedience Movement.
S. R. Rajawade of Poona arrived at Chalisgaon during the week: He
has been delivering lectures on Sanatan Vaidic Dharma Uhere.
Naravan Namdeo Patil of Wiware and Dharmaji Bhiku Teli of
Mhaiswadi, both of taluka Malkapur, district Buldhana, Central Provinces arrived in Edlabad petha and delivered a lecture at Parambi on
July 22.
flags and songs continue to be taken out at
Bodwad,
Amalner,
Shendaon
Jalgaon, Ranjangaon, Karajgaon,
urni and Bhadgaon.
/

A-l 15—49-A
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The school boys of Bhusawal took out a procession with Congress
flag, on July 24, on hearing of the conviction of S. V. Bapat.
Congress flag processions were taken out at Baroda, Nimkhede,
Ichhapur, Borkhedi, Rajiure Parumbe and Khurhe under Edlabad Police
Station, Edlabad itself has been particularly quiet.
Shank ar Motiram Kabre and Bhimrao Trimbak Deshpande have been
released from prison, after serving their sentences and while passing
through Parola were taken out in procession. On their arrival at
Erandol, their home town, they were again similarly honoured. This
was on July 21.
Chandrasingh Mahipatsingh was released on July 25 and on arrival at
Chalisgaon was taken round riding a horse.
Hartals were observed on July 22 at Amalner on account of the arrest
of Sheiifadu Sayaji Gite and at Erandol on account of the arrest of
Rama Pandu Mahajan.
(6) Ahmednagar July 19.—There is very little general support except
in Akola and Sangamner talukas where some of the local people are
supporting the volunteers in their forest satyagraha propaganda. Elsewhere in Kopargaon taluka a fair amount if propaganda is going on in
sympathy with the forest satyagraha movement).
Forest satyagraha has been arranged for July 22, the intention being
to graze cattle and pluck grass without paying grazing fees. No damage
to forests is anticipated. The association of the demonstration with
Ekadashi is designed to lend religious significance. An order having
recently been passed for ithe collection of grazing fees by village officers,
extension is thus given up to the 13th August. Local Police Officers
are experiencing some difficulty on account of boycott.
Ibid, July 26.—The forest satyagraha in Sangamner and Akola
talukas received considerable support from locals, particularly in the
neighbourhood of Pemgiri where the main demonstration occurred. A
great majority of the crowd was present through curiosity and hopes
of free food. Kolis are reported to be not much interested in the
movement. Altogether, the demonstration was rather a disappointment to
the organisers.
In Ahmednagar the leaders are trying to revive interest in the
movement by restarting prabhat jerls, but with indifferent success.
Intimation is being given and responsibility accepted, but passes are not
being taken.
The principal meetings were as below: —
Audience
21st July
21st July
22nd July
25th July
25th July
26th July
26th July
26th July
26th July
27th July
A-l 15—49-B.

Belapur
Rahuri

Bhingar

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Rahata
Kharda
Kharda
Deolali 1
Tharabad (Rahuri)
Rahuri 1
Shevgaoi
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

*

•

•

•

..
..
..
..
..
..
..
.,
..
..

500
700 to 800
400 to 500
700 to 800
400 to 500
300 to 400
300
300 to 400
500 to 600
300
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Savalavihir
Station) on Maruti's temple; atj Samvatsar on the chavdi (Kopargaon),
and at Taklimiya on the school (Rahuri), after a process on
300 people.
f

•

*

Forest satyagraha was inaugurated on July 22 in Sangamner and Akola
talukas by demonstrations at the following places the proceedings in all
cases being more or less the same : —
Putiya Hill, Pemgiri, in Sangamner taluka gathering about 10,000.
Chandanapuri in Sangamner taluka gathering about 3,000 Dhagya Hill
in Akola gathering about 2,000, Shamsherpur in Akola gathering about
500 and also at Kotul, Vita, Pensid and Terungan
m Akola taluka.
to
Cows were garlanded and then taken into forest where grass was uprooted, being too short to cut and the cows fed. Grass was also taken
away by those present as a trophy. At Pemgiri, speeches inciting to
breach of the forest law were made by Navare and Joshi (who have been
prosecuted). The assembled crowds were peaceful except for the usual
jeers at Government officers. Stretchers, doctors and first-aid requisites
had been arranged for.
Efforts had been made to get Narsinh Chintaman Kelkar and Atmaram
Raoji Bhat to lead the main demonstration.
Navare and Joshi were arrested on July 23 on their return to Sangamner and have been convicted.
Lalji Pendse. Madhavrao Godbole, Kulkarni, Kabadi, Engineer and
Atmaram Raoji Bhat arrived from Bombay via Nasik on July 23 evening
and Lalji Pendse made a rather objectionable speech that night but as
they left the same night for Nasik no action has been taken for the
present. Orders have been given for his arrest if he returns to
Sangamner.
The present plan seems to be to repeat the demonstration on Augiust
13. It remains to be seen how far the prosecutions act as a deterrent.
Steps are being taken to prosecute all volunteers and local leaders
wherever possible.
*

National week is being observed in Ahmednagar from July 26, which
was observed as boycott day. Boycott of Government servants is being
advocated. On July 26, a procession of 300, mostly children, was held,
followed by a meeting attended by about 1,200, including 75 women.
The President was Vinayak Balwant Chowkar, Pleader of Ahmednagar,
exhorted the audience to boycott the Round Table Conference and to
enrol as Congress members. The Sub-Inspector reports that the audience
did not understand about the Round Table Conference, and that the
call for Congress members will not meeft with much response as people
are reluctant to sign any pledges.

Remarks
(4)
The meeting was preceded by a
procession that started from Reay
Market and went to Shaniwar Wada.
R. D. Dheer criticised Government,
for inviting leaders to the R)und
Table Conference on the one hand
and continuing repressions on the
other, and Said there would be no
talk of Round Table Conference So
long as the real leaders were in
jail. Mrs. Yeshodabai Bhat Said
that India was hungry for Swaraj.
She appealed to the audience to
cut off trade with the British and
So starve them. Mutha said that
the liberal leaders like Sapru and
Jayakar did not know the value of
Self-sacrifice and they had no right
to interfere, only Gandhi aould
Solve this problem. H- Vaghire
referred to the statement made
by Fenner Brockwayin the Parliament which clearly indicated that
the ^ British people were deceiving
Indians on the pretext of Round
Table Conference and therefore his
membership was suspended. He
also condemned Gunjal for not
resigning his M. L. C. ship, and
B. B. Bhopatkar for criticising
Gandhi and the Governor for
calling Congressmen,
revolutionists. Popatlal Said that anybody
talking about a compromise except
Gandhi was a traitor, and that
the persons attending the Round
Table Conference were not their
leaders at all and that the Conference
would be a failure without Gandhi.
N. R. Gunjal, Vyankat Rao Surve
and D. S. Vitekar alleged that Mallappa Dhanshetti being a lover of
non-violence could not have committed murder; also that he was
popular and philanthropic and that
the
Bombay Government might
cancel or lessen the sentence passed
on him. It was also decided that
deputation consisting of Messrs.
N. R. Gunjal, Pandit Appa Chikodi,
Crundrachud, V. R. Surve, all
M. L. C's, and some other influential persons should be sent to the
Governor in the 1st week of August
to beg for mercy. This meeting
was called by the Veershaiva Hitchintak Mandal of the Lingayat
community of Poona.
K. N. Phadke Said that boycott week
was to be observed to enkindle the
flame of independence in the hearts
of everybody. He also expressed
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(2)

(J)

(3)

(4)

sorrow on hearing that Gore and
Khadilkar were being treated very
badly in jail and warned the Government that the movement would not
stop by such repression. Student.
Nirantar criticised the action of the
Principal of Sir Parshuram Bhau
College for putting up a notice that
students should not take part in
the Youth League Movement and
should not fiaiade.
26th July

Dwyer
Lane, 250
Cantonment.

G. A. Deshpande addressing the youths
said that they should kindle the
flame of freedom in their hearts.
To the merchants he said that they
should not care in the least for the
old stock of foreign goods in their
shops. He then spoke about the
volunteers who had gone out from
his camp to Sangamner and how
some were to be sent to Ambegaon
Petha for forest satyagraha and
mentioned that two leaders from
that place being arrested, volunteers
were badly needed. Vaghire said
that the Government Had now
realised that the Round Table Conference would be a failure without
the Congress leaders and that the
Liberal leaders were of no use. He
lnen discussed picketing of liquor
snops and said that picketing would
do no good, the only way to biing
round the drunkards would be to
boycott tiiem socially.

(8) Sholapur, July 28.—At Sangola a meeting was held to persuade
nd tax and to boycott the Police (2
the prin). T. Kandalgaonkar of Sholapur a
Degaokar. It met with no support.
A similar meeting was held at Kurduwadi on July 19, which was also
dressd by Degaokar. The audience numbered 50.
•
+
Processions were held at Kondej on July 20; at Pandharpur from
and
this
week
dropped
number
(9) Satara, July 26.
to 66 as against 80 in tjhe week preceding, the movement is on the
increase in the several tracts particularly in Karad, Koregaon, Patan and
an infl
Walwa talukas and Shirala Mahal
nature, on breach of forest laws, spread of khaddar, boycoitt of foreign
reserved
area and social boycott of Police officers were delivered in these
meetings.
As a counter-propaganda two public meeting® were held this week at
Lonand in Koregaon taluka and Jihe in Satara taluka. In both these
—

^

^

_

—

^

—

— ^

—
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meetings the conveners denounced the present Civil Disobedience Move
ment and explained to their audience the very substantial benefits which
have accrued to India from British rule.
inning
Signs are apparent that incidious propaganda is
the minds of the ignorant masses in the several tracts which accounts for
the recent happenings of open defiance of Law and Order. The Non1
Brahmin Party has to a great extent been won over and thisi aliance is
likely to make the situation more tense. The arrest of 23 persons at
Kale for offences under Sections 120-B, 148, 149, 379 and 427, I. P. C ,
has had a salutary effect throughout the district and deputations on
behalf of the accused offering apologies for them, undertaking to make
amends for damage done to forest property and guaranteeing to make
good conduct are being received by the District Magistrate.
The impending arrests at Karad of those responsible for the rioting of
the July 13 have also had a good effect.
(10) Ratnagiri, July 26.—In all 16 meetings were held during the week
as under :
12 to advise boycott of foreign goods, liquor, tea, etc., and to call on
the people to assist 'the present agitation in any possible way.
3 were for celebration of Tilak's Death Anniversary but in them too
the above boycotts were preached.
1 for advice to Brahmins to stick to their duty as imposed by religion.
The following three meetings are of some interest All the rest had
smaller attendances
Date

Place

Remarks

(2)

Attendance
(3)

(1)

19th July

Malwan

300

Principal speakers Bhau alias R. S.
Gawankar of Malwan and Shripad
Sadashiv Mahajan of Vengurla.
A reference to the picketing of liquor
shops was made and young people
were called on to come forward for
the nation's service. Bandivdekar
and Mayekar were
congratulated
on their conviction. Mah?jan also
made a reference to the police excesses on Garhwa] Day in Bombay and
stated that manuscript leaflets asking the police to assist the nation's
cause were circulated by him among
the local police and requested the
people to enlist their names for
Congress work.

17th July

Ratnagiri

. . 300 (women)

1

(4)

•

•

Principal speakers Annapurnabai Paranjpe of Ratnagiri and Ganesh
Ramchandra Sule of Veshwi, Peth
Mandangad.
A reference to the present agitation
and the sacrifices done by Tilak and
Gandhi for the nation and the
people were advised to stick to
swadeshism and boycott of tea, etc.
The women were also asked to join
the present agitation as volunteers.

The Non-Brahmin party was opposed to the Congress movement, although on some
stray instances it spoke in favour of the national movement.
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Date

Place

Attendance

Remarks

0)
21st July

(2)
Khed

(3)
250

(4)
Principal speakers, Janardan Trimbak
Chikhale, Wani of Khed and Kashiram Sakharam Rediz of Chiplun.
Muhammadans were congratulated
for taking part in the procession
which was taken out in protest of the
conviction of picketers. The audieence was exhorted to continue the
movement more vigorously without
blaming the Government servants
who were doing their duty.

ProcessionsDate
(1)
18th July to
22 nd July

Place
(2)
Kanakavli

18th July to
23rd July
19th July
Do. ..
Do. ..

•

•

Khed ..

•

•

Dapoli..
Ratnagiri
Do.

•

*

Purpose
(3)
Every day the vanar Sena (monkey troop) procession
were taken out alongwith posters advising boycott of foreign goods. On 22nd July 1930 some
old foreign clothes were burnt at the close of the
procession. On July 22 also a procession in
connection with boycott week was taken out with
hand spinning competition and at the close, prizes
to best spinners were awarded
Every day processions were taken out in protest of
the arrest and conviction of picketers.
Hoisting national flag on Marathi school.
Hoisting national flag on the school of industry.
Vanar Sena (monkey troop).

(11) Kolaba, July 26.—There were in all 29 meetings during the week
with the audiences up to 250.
The position is practically the same as that outlined in last week's
report. Meetings are frequent but although speeches are virulently
anti-Government and anti-British casesi of incitement to break the laws
are much less common.
Morning rounds are popular generally. On July 25 there was
a procession of 10 persons to defy the order under Section 48, Bombay
District Police Act, passed by District Superintendent of Police. They
Magistrate

Rs
Similarly on July 26, 9 processionists were arrested and subsequently
fined. It was noticeable that all the processionists were people of no
influence, the leaders having studiously kept in the background.
1332. Forest Agitation.
Nasik, July 26 —During the week under report no information has
been received of volunteers from outside the district having visited the
graha
movement,
but
there
have
been
district to join the forest
from
within
the
district
that
some
7
volunteers
from
Nasik
ports
preceded to Satana taluka to take part in the forest satyagraha and
some 5 volunteers from Yeola proceeded to Nampur to take part. Most
of the volunteers continue to move about in Satana, Kalwan and Malegaon
taiukas, visiting the villages and inciting the people to take part m the
movement and advising the village officers to resign.
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During the week there appears to be no falling off in the number of
meetings, and certain talukas, especially Niphad, Kalwan, Nandgaon and
Malegaon, appear to have been sowing considerably more interest in the
movement.
The Muhammadan community does not appear to show any interest
in the movement and remains aloof.
1333. Boycott Week Celebrations.
Poona, July 26—S. B. Mehendale, dictator, and K. N. Phadke.
secretary of Poona Youth League, have been busy organising a boycott
week and held a meeting on 24th in Shivaji Mandir attended by
300 students to explain the programme. Private meetings for women and
advanced school boys were held on 25th and 26th at Tilak Mandir.
Poona City Congress held a meeting in Reay Market on 25th attended
by 150 to urge increase in Congress membership and boycott of British
goods. A similar meeting presided over by Dadabhai, a Parsi, was held
in cantonment the same evening.
*

*

*

1334. Round Table Conference.
*

Poona, July 26.—The satyagraha mandal on 29th staged a procession of children, women and men and a meeting at Shanwar Wada to
condemn participation in 'the Round Table Conference and His
Excellency the Governor or Bimbay's speech to the Legislative Council
on 17th instant. 600 persons took part. The chief speakers were
G. A. Deshpande of city and R. D. Dheer of cantonment. Haribhau
Waghire. secretary Satyagraha Sabha Mandal, condemned N. R. Gunjal,
M.L.C., for not resigning and B. B. Bhopatkar, editor of Bhala for
crititcising Gandhi.
1338. Ville Parle Chhawani.
(1) Bombay Suburban District, July 26.—On July 23, auctions of toddy
booths were held in the Mamlatdar's kacheri at Bandra. As it was
thought likely that volunteers would picket the auction, Police bandobast
was made and a cordon was placed on the roads. 31 women who
arrived and attempted to break through the Police cordon at different
points, were arrested and sent to the Bandra lock-up until the auctions
were sent away on July 24, 25 volunteers ewre then brought from
Of the 11 permanent male volunteers who remained in the Chhawani on
July 19, 7 insisted on going on leave, 3 were arrested under Section 131,
l.P.C, for distribution of deaflets in the Santa Cruz cantonment to the
military. Therefore, a batch of 11 honorary volunteers, who were local
Hamas' servants, were taken into the Chhawani for work on July 22. They,
however, were unwilling to remain permanently in the Chhawani, and so
were sent away on July 24. 25 volunteers were then brought from
Bombay, supplied by the Bombay Congress leaders, These would not
remain in the Chhawani at night, so they come out every morning and
return to Bombay in the evening at the expense of the Chhawani. There
is (little likelihood of these volunteers who have gone on leave returning.

There had been a certain amount of disaffection for some time past
among them ; also quite a number of them
th
have received letters from
parents and relations telling them not to disgrace tjheir families, but to
return home.
The leaders of the Chhawani visited the Bombay CongreslS House daily.
Spinning and weaving was carried on in the Chhawani daily.
Dr. N. S. Hardikar visited the Chhawani on July 20 and not told the leaders
that volunteers who had gone on leave had spread rumours about the
Chhawani's mismanagement, iso a private meeting was held in which they
tried to settle that no volunteer should go on leave without giving a
month's notice. The volunteers said they would go on leave any time
they liked, and, as mentioned above, seven of them went two days later.
*

*

*

be
At Versowa three volunteers went from house to house telling the
people to come and break the
abo
100 people. All then proceeded to the shore, took sea-water in their pots
and ieturned.
two
who were later arrested and convicted under Sections 117, I. P. C , and
47-A of the Salt Act.
(2) S. B. Bombay Presidency, Poona. August 6.—The following is a
short summary of a report of the satyagraha movement in the camp at
Ville Parle which was sent by the Secretary of the camp to the All-India
Congress Committee.
The chief activities of the camp were directed towards breaking the salt
law, and defying the ordinances against picketing and prohibition,
f
The total number of law-breakers imprisoned is 82. O _ these 49 were
jailed for breach of the Salt Law, 19 for picketing liquor shops, 6 for
distributing leaflets to Policemen, 3 for distributing pamphlets in the
military area and 5 for preaching social boycott of policemen. Among the
prominent persons connected with the camp who were sentenced were:
2 year rigorous
Jamnalal Bajaj, Dictator
imprisonment
14 months
Swami Anand
2 years.
Gokulbhai Bhat
2 years.
Kishorlal Mushruwala
18 months.
Shankaraao Dev
Do.
B. CJ. JK.!ier
5 months
Mrs. Lukmani (daughter of Justice BadruddinTyabji)
14 months.
Vandrekar
9 months.
Markandbhai Mehta
17 months.
ZabirAli ..
Imprisonment
Keshavrao Chemburkar
with one Son
and two grandsons.
1 month
Najeebhai
18 months.
Posha Patel
Do.
Dr. Dandekar
•

-

•

•

•

»

•

•

*

•

•

•

The camp sent 131 men to take part in the raid at Dharasna, where two
volunteers (Dulle of Sholapur and Hiralal Shah) succumbed to the injuries
1 Tyabji was a great Congress leader along with Pherozeshah Mehta and Gokhale,
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sustained there. Numerous meetings and processions were also held
throughout the district in connection with the movement.
*

*

*
*

Much stress is being laid on Khadi work. Carding and spinning have
been started, based on scientific methods and over a thousand persons
have received this training.
For the furtherance of khadi propaganda, stores to supply such
materials as may be necessary for khaddar production have been opened
and such literary publications as may be useful in this direction,
circulated. The present artivities in connection with khaddar production
are propaganda work, organisation of villagers, picketing and definance of
ordinances.
The strength of the camp was stated to be 150.
Note by S. B., C. I. D., Pooiia.—This appears a considerable
exaggeration and very few volunteers now actually reside at the camp.
7

1339. The Maharashtra Provincial Congress Committee, Activities of .
S. B. .Bombay Presidency, August 8.—The following are points of interest
from the summary of work of the Maharashtra Provincial Congress
Committee to date.
The report has been published in the Mahratta dated August 3. The
Maharashtra Provincial Congress Committee appointed a war council
with G.. V. Ketkar as president and S. D. Deo as member on March 18,
1930. Prior to thyis was council, certain members who did not
co-operate with the Congress Committee had already formed a Maharashtra Congress Party which had nominated its own war council of five
members including Ketkar and Deo. The Maharashtra Provincial
Congress Committee subsequently approved of this war council and voted
Rs. 200 for its preliminary expenses. The movement of satyagraha in
Maharashtra took various forms according to circumstances, viz.—
(1) Salt satyagraha: Manufacture, sale, possession of contraband
salt, etc.
(2) Forest: Non-payment of grazing fees, cutting of grass and timber,
etc., in reserved forests. Preventing of auctions of reserved
forests.
(3) Prohibition: Picketing of liquor and toddy shops and preventing
auctions.
(4) Foreign cloth : Picketing of foreign cloth shops.
(5) Hoisting of national flag.
(6) Breaking of prohibitory order under Section 144, C. P. G
(7) Taking signatories to the resolution of the Working Committee
about the Police and the Military.
The war council took up the work of surveying convenient fields in
Maharashtra for starting salt satyagraha. Almost all' leaders and workers
in Maharashtra went on propaganda tours and delivered lectures.
1

Also see Editorial Note on page 547-50.
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Viile Parle was opened as a centre on April 6 and a conference was
held with Jamnalal Bajaj as president. The camp closed on May 22.
This camp carried on salt satyagraha activities from Virar in the North
und Thana in the South. Other satyagraha centres were formed on the
coast, the more prominent being Arnala (Thana District), Pen (Kolaba
District), Ratnagiri and Shiroda (Ratnagiri District). N. C. Kelkar
inaugurated the Pen camp. The report estimates that not less than two
lakhs of people may have broken the Salt Act.
The war council then turned its activities to forest satyagraha, which is
at present mainly confined to the following districts:—Ahmednagar, the
two Khandesh, Nasik and to a small extent Poona. Sangamner is the
chief centre and a camp was established here. In Thana, Kolaba and
Poona districts satyagraha was practised against the auction sales of
timber and grass in reserved forest areas. No general movement for the
non-payment of taxes was undertaken. Advantage was however taken of
agitation against the non-payment of land revenue which had already
been going on in Baglan taluka (Nasik District) and Bassein taluka (Thana
District).
1339-A. Dhulia Shibir.
West Khandesh, July 26.—Vyankatesh Ganesh Javdekar resigned his
post; as chief of the Dhulia shibir as he has been appointed as a secretary
and vice-president of the District Congress Committee. Chhagan Jaba
Bhawsar was appointed as the chief (shibiradhipati). Balubhai Laxmidas
Mehta of Nandurbar has been appointed president of the Distjribt Congress
Committee.
1339-B. Prabhat feri Mandal, Nhavi.
East Khandesh, July 26.—An association called Prabhat Feri Mandal
has been formed at Nhavi, Faijpur Police Station.
*

*

*

Forest satyagraha has actually started in the following talukas.—Chopda,
Chalisgaon, Raver, Yawal and Jalgaon. The local officers so far have been
able to deal with the situations.
D. L. Risbud, M. V. Dastane and other pleaders are working hard at
Bhusaval, trying to work up the public enthusiasm, but so far have not
been very successful. They have, however, managed to get the Congress
flag hoisted over the municipal hall.
J 343. Resignation of Police Patels, etc.
(1) West Khandesh, July 26—The Police Patels of Virkhed, Mandana,
Sewge, Balane and Kohargaon, Sakri taluka have resigned.
(2) Ahmednagar, July 19.—The police of Bhandardara in Akola taluka
is reported to be harbouring the satyagrahis, and the Police Patel of
Kavthe Budruk, Sangamner taluka, to have sent his resignation.
According to the local bulletin this was due to his having been asked to
give false evidence against a satyagrahi.
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1345. Swadeshi Propaganda.
Ratnagiri, July 26.—The two satyagrahis at Mithbav (taluka Deogad)
still continue there and engage themselves in spinning.
On July 21 about 30 women gathered in a temple at Kanakavli and
resolved to use swadeshi bangles, etc., and also to meet there every Sunday
to obtain information about the developments of the present agitation.
1348. Temperance Propaganda.
(1) Ahmednagar, July 19.—Picketing is in abeyance everywhere in the
district. This is due to the recovery of tines, release or convicts and
discharge of accused on apology, ana the return of convicts with calloused
hands as the result of rigorous imprisonment. The policy adopted of
sending up people under the ordinary law in preference to ordinances has
caused apprehension l<hat such convicts will not be included in the
amne;
*

Rs. 100 were voluntarily paid into court by friends and relations on
behalf of convicts, and the orders of release were taken off to jail by them.
About 200 poor people are reported to have thronged to me house of
Keshav Kamchandra Garud, pleader, in charge of the picketing, and
demanded the release of their relations by the payment of tines.
(2) S. B., Bombay Presidency,, Poona, August 8.—Picketing of liquor
shops is mentioned in the diaries received from the following districts: —
Ahmedabad, Kaira, Panch Mahals (17 Picketers were arrested at Dohad
under the ami-picketing ordinance), Broach, Nasik (at Sinnar, Yeola,
Wadner Bahiroba, taluka Chandor, Manmad and Pimpalgaon Baswant),
West Khandesh (Dhulia and Nandurbar).
The following districts report the stoppage of picketing at the places
mentioned:—Thana District (Bassein) called off for a w(eek as the result
of District Magistrate's order. West Khandesh (Dondaicha), Ratnagiri
(Sarjekot, taluka Malwan).
(3) Poona, July 26.—Auctions held by Divisional Forest Officer on 21st
in Kirloskar theatre and on 22nd at Haveli Mamlatdar's kacheri were
picketed peacefully by G. A. Deshpande and satyagraha camp youths and
an objectionable leaflet was broadcasted.
On 25th the Deputy Superintendent of Ptlice, Western, arrested Maruti
Kasar, the Ghoda agitator, at Manchar on his way back from Poona with
300 copies of same leaflet. Maruti and one Jairam Kale, another Ghoda
agitator, have since been sentenced to 2 months' rigorous imprisonment
and Rs. 100 fine or one month more by Sub-Divisional Magistrate,
Western, under 117, L P . C , and 26, Forest Act.
(4) Kolaba, July 26.—An order under Section 39 (1) (m), Bombay
District Police Act has been promulgated by the District Magistrate
prohibiting picketing of liquor shops, etc. It is too early yet to see the effect
produced, but as at such centres as Panvel and Mahad the order is
welcomed a$ a further opportunity for satyagraha the Police will not suffer
from lack of work.
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1366. Civil Disobedience Movement, General Summary.
S. B., Bombay Presidency, Poona, August 9.—Agitation remains
noticeable in the following districts : —
Nasik, West Khandesh and Ahmednagar. In Nasik, Ahmednagar and
West Khandesh the main form ol agitation is. forest satyagraha
Prabhat feris or morning rounds now take the place of violent incitements
at meetings and the Congress motto would appear to be women and
children first. Jail is not courted as openly as in the iirst heat of the
campaign. The virulent rash of sedition in the newspapers, which was so
common, ha also abated since the application of the Press Ordinance.
Surreptitious
attempts
to
produce cyclostyled leaflets like the
Police Patrika of Surat still continue, but have had no discernible
effect, as far as the Police themselves are concerned. In some
cases copies of resolution of the Congress Working Committee referring
to the Police and Military have been sent by post to policemen. In
Kolaba district, among others, the policemen addressed (Sub-Inspectors
and Head-Const/ables among them), have immediately brought to the
notice of their respective District Superintendents of Police the fact of
their having received such communications.
Interest is being shown in the interviews with Gandhi at Yeravda and
there is undoubtedly a general desire for peace with honour and a
cessation of agitation in general; except from the youthful element which
is being infected with the virus of a growing distaste for authority in
any form.
Brief details of the state of agitation in the various districts are as
under:—
(1) Thana.—Week ending July 26, 17 meetings. Boycott of the
Police commenced on July 26 and provisions have to be brought from
Bhiwindi (Bhiwandi).
(2) Bandra.—3 meetings. One with an attendance of 2.500 at
Ghatkopar on July 21. Ville Parle Chhawani shows decreasing activity.
(3) Nasik.—20 meetings. Attendance over 1,000 only at Nasik, July
20 (1,200) at a meeting to protest against the suggested address by the
municipality to His Excellency the Governor. Other attendances over
1,000 at Nandgaon, July 20 (2,000), July 27 (1,000) in connection with the
hoisting of the national flag,, on the Local Board Office, Manmad, July 21
(1,000) and July 22 (1,000).
(4) West Khandesh.—-36 meetings and 16 hartals, not of great
importance. Forest satyagraha continues.
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(5) East Khandesh.—Morning rounds and Congress flag processions
continue to be held
(6) Ahmednagar.—Forest satyagraha in Sangamner and Akola talukas
has received considerable local support, particularly near Pemgiri. Several
demonstrations took place on July 22, gatherings ranging from 200 to
10,000. Several Bombay speakers including Lalji Pendse and Atmaram
Raoji Bhat have been noticed in Ahmednagar.
(7) Poona.—Week ending August 2. From July 25 to July 31 there
was an intensive propaganda specially
in
the
cantonment, for
enrolling Congress members and stopping the sale of foreign cloth. R. D.
Dhir (Dheer) of Poona cantonment was most active. Poona cloth
merchants, with the exception of one Muhammadan, have as tihe result
of this, agreed to close their shops for one month from August 7 and not
to order any more foreign cloth for a year. The cantonment authorities
have taken action against cloth sellers who intend to carry out this
decision. Speakers from Bombay, including Mrs. Hansa Mehta and
Atmaram Raoji Bhat of the Youth League, assisted local speakers, and
inaugurated boycott week at a meeting attended by 4,000 on July 29.
Tilak Day (August 1) was marked by a speech by Dr. Munje of Nagpur
who exhorted an audience of 500 students to resist police charges by
non-violently depriving the constables of their lathis. 7,000 persons took
part in the procession and demonstration on August 2 on receipt of the
7
new s of the arrest of the leaders in Bombay.
(8) Sholapur.—Week ending August 2. Processions taken out daily at
Pandharpur since July 27 and at Akluj, Malsiras taluka. Several arrests
have been made of important leaders, including Dr. K. B. Antrolikar who
was sentenced on August 4 under section 117, I. P. C , to 18 months'
rigorous imprisonment and Rs. 1,000 fine. The news of the confirmation
of the death sentence of the accused in the policemen's murder case of
vSholapur town appears to have had a sobering effect locally. Representations to His Excellency the Governor for a reprieve are being made in
Sholapur and adjoining districts.
(9) Satara.—Week ending July 26. 66 meetings. Forest agitations as
well as the other form of agitation are being kept up.
(10) Ratnagiri.—16 meetings. Three in connection with Tilak Day.
Audiences small. The monkey army processions continue.
(11) Kolaba.—29 meetings; small audiences. Morning rounds are
popular.
1367. Agitation.
(1) Thana, August 2.—Twenty-two meetings took place during the
week. Speakers from Bombay urged that no notice should be taken of
peace negotiations. The following are the more important meetings : —
Date
(I)
26th July

..

Place
(2)
Chinchani

..

Attendance
(3)
600 . .

Remarks
(4)
KeShavlal NegindaS Shah of
Ahmedabad and Kaveribai
Choudhari of Bombay exhorted the audience to take part
in the movement.
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D^te

Place

(1)

27th July

..

Do.

..

Attendance

(2)

(3)

Kalyan

..

500

..

K.N. Shah of Ahmedabadspoke
on prohibition and boycott
of foreign goods.

..

500

..

Janakibai Bajaj urged the use
of swadeshi goods.

Bhayander
*

2nd August

Remarks
(4)

*

..

Thana

*

..

300

..

Balkrishna Bakre of Belgaum
and Janakibai Bajaj of Ville
Parle spoke on prohibition,
hand-spinning and the boycott of foreign goods.

Between Thana and Belapur, volulnteers of the Belapur Chhawani
continued to preach prohibition and the use of swade§hi goods. The
villagers in that area are not likely to take any part in breaking the forest
laws at present.
(2) Bombay Suburban District, August 2.—The usual daily meetings
took place during the week. Audiences varying from 50 to 150.
The speeches were on the same lines as previous ones, viz., wear
khaddar, volunteers should come to Ville Parle Chhawani (which they do
not do), and carry on the movement.
Dr. N. S. Hardikar who came specially from Bombay to lecture on
Tilak anniversary spoke on for 10 minutes, when he found that there was
only an audience of about 60, all of whom except 4 or 5 were Deccanis.
He was obviously very disgruntled at the small size of the audience.
*

*

*

(3) Nasik, August 2.—During the week under report some 4 volunteers
from Nasik city left Nasik on, July 28 to join the forest satyagraha camp
at Nampur, again on August 1 some 5 volunteers from Sinnar left Nasik
en route to Satana taluka. Since August 1, volunteers have also been
congregating at Kalwan where a shibir has been started in connection
with the forest movement.
The public especially in Satana, Kalwan, Niphad and the north-western
part of Malegaon taluka appear to be keenly interested in the movement
and their interest is kept up by the continual visits of volunteers who
were about inciting the villagers to join the movement, boycott the police
and generally boycott everything foreign.
During the week meetings were held at the following places: —

24th!July

Date

Place

(1)

(2)

..

..

Nasik . .

Attendance
(3)

I ,5C0-2,0CO

Remarks
(4)

On the subject of the 'question
of an address by the Nasik
Municipality to His ExceUency'the Governor,
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Plac e

Date

25th July
1st August

Sinnar
•

•

25th July
•

*

29th July
6th Julj
Do.

0

•

28th July

•

•

•

•

Andarsul,
taluka Yeola

500-600
•

•

Khaddar movement.
Disobedience of laws.

•

•

The present movement.

ft

•

•

i

•

3,000

Use of khaddar.

•

.

125-200
Lasalgaon,
taluka
Niphad.
Ozar,
taluka
Do
Niphad,
1,000
Yeola . .
400
Do.

Nandgaon

•

•

403-500

•

To celebrate Tilak Day and
offer prayers in salutation of
the national Flag.

ft

300

Do.

Do.
•

•

800-900

•

#

23rd July
25th July

•

Niphad

28th July

To congratulate three Satyagrahis who had been arrested
in Satana taluka.

1,000

Do,

4

28th July
30th July

600-700

Nasik

t

(4)

(3)

(2)

(1)

Remarks

Attendance

•

Sangamner forest satyagraha.
The present movement
Violence used by the Bombay
Police on Garhwal Day.

ft ft

•

Forest satyagraha and liquor
picketing.

ft

Boycott of foreign goods, etc.

ft

*

200 Women

Boycott of foreign goods and
not to drink tea-

200-250

To send delegates to the annual
meeting of the Railway union.

29th July

Maumad

2nd August

Mamiad

300-400

Boycott

Malegaon

500

Present movement.

31st July

Khakurdi,
taluka
Malegaon.

200

Forest satyagraha.

2nd August

Zodga, taluka
Malegaon.

26th July

29th July
24th July
1st August

«

•

•

•

•

31st July
20th July
1st August

4>

•

ft ft

•

•

800-900

400-500
Lohoner,
taluka
Satana.
300-350
Jaikheda
Nampur, taluka 300
Satana.
•

Mulher, taluka
Satana.
Kalwan
Abhone, taluka
Kalv/an.

•

150-200

of

foreign goods.

Do.
«

•

To congratulate a man for his
arrest.

. Boycott of Government servants
.. Tilak anniversary.
..

Forest satyagraha

9,000-10,000 .. Forest satyagraha
Swaraj.
400-450
ft ft

The figures for meetings of any importance show that the movement
still continues in certain talukas of the district with unabated vigour ;
Satana and Kalwan are the worst affected, and Malegaon and IS
also badly affected. At Yeola and in the vicinity there i^ also consider
able interest taken, and also in Nandgaon taluka the movement shows
signs of increasing.
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(4) East Khandesh, August 2.—Meeting
which the following are important: —
Date

Place

a)

(2)

27th July

Attendance

Remarks

(3)

(4)

Chalisgaon

..

150

This meeting was convened
to discuss the vexed question
of the removal of the Congress flag from the Chalisgaon
Educational Society's School
which receives a large grant
from the District Lopal
Board.
The
following
resolutions were passed :—
(1) That the national flag
should be kept at Chalisgaon
School No. 1 as it does not.
hinder the education of the
boys in any way, (2) That
if the flag is removed from
the school, the feelings of
the boys and girls would be
hurt and possibly the school
would be closed and hartal
observed. The removal cf
the school will cause great
?oss to the students in the
ause of education.
w

M. G. Patil, who is the chairman
of the District School Board
was present and after the
meeting was over, said that
he held the same views as
some of the speakers, namely,
that the flag should not be
removed, but that as he is
the chairman, he is obliged
to co-operate with Government in order that his duties
may be carried out. That
was why he was removing
flags from other schools
in the talukas.
Ganesh Keshav Patwardhan
spoke on the local controversy' over the lling of the
Congress flag.

30th July

Jalgaou

..

800

31st July

Do.

..

1,000

C o n g r a t u l a t i n g Vasant
Ramcbandra Sharma on his
conviction and on boycott
of British goods.

1st August

Do.

..

4,000

President :—Hari
Vinayak
Pataskar, pleader of Chalisgaon.
Speakers :—Ganesh
Keshav Patwardhan, Bhave,
Pleader of Jalgaon and Anna
Chatru Wani of
Asoda.
The meeting was called to
celebrate the
anniversary
day of B. G. Tilak. Ganesh
Keshav Patwardhan was very

A-115—50-A.
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Remarks

Attendance
(3)

Place
Date
(2)
(1)
1st August—con td.

<4)

rabid and called on every
one to employ the instrument of boycott of British
goods to obtain Swaraj;
Bhave made Some references
to some cases that are now
proceeding in the Courts.
Anna Chatru Wani called
for the boycott of the
Times of India. The meeting was attended by practically all the pleaders of
Jalgaon.

In addition to the above there were meetings held every day at
Bhusawal by Risbud, Gokate and others, the attendances at which were
between 100 to 200. The speeches were all on swaraj, boycott of foreign
goods and Civil Disobedience Movement. The local Congresswallas are
trying very hard to work up some interest among the residents but have
not so far met with any success, especially among the railway employees,
who are still sore as the result of the railway strike.
Prabhat feris conitinue to be taken out daily at Jalgaon, Bhusawal,
Bhadgaon, Khiroda, Bahadurpur, Chinaval and Raver. Flag processions
were taken out at Shendurni, Kurhe, Nimkhede, Taroda and Bhandgure.
(All under Shendurni Police-Station.)
Hartal was observed at Shendurni on August 1 on account of the
arrest of the leaders on the previous night. The Sub-Inspector was making
an investigation into a crime in the Chawadi when the flag procession was
passing. On seeing him they went round the chawdi three times and then
ordered by the Sub-Inspect
they prevented
him from working, he arrested seven of the ring leaders under the
Intimidation Ordinance.
(5) Poona, August 2.—From 25th to 31st July there was intensive
Congress propaganda, especially iin tflhe* cantonment, for enrolling more
Congress members and stopping the sale of foreign cloth. There were
meetings every night and the most active agent was R. D. Dheer of
cantonment. One Chandulal turned his room in Seth Hirachand's wada.
Sachapir Street, into a Congress office for enlistments, morning and
evening. The tangible result of all this was announced at a meeting on
31st namely that cantonment cloth merchants \tfith exception of a
Muhammadan had agreed to close for a month from August 7th and not
to order more foreign cloth for a year. It was announced the
Muhammadan would be picketed.
—

Date

Place

Attendance

Remarks

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

27th July

A-115— 50-B.

• Tilak Mandir

..

600

Prabhat fen's of Poona city
and Cantonment were specially invited to this function
which took place at 7 a. ffl.
in Tilak Smarak Mandir.
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Place

Date

(2)

(1)
28th July

(3)
200

Kamatipura,
Cantonment.

«*•

i

i

Ram

Mandir, . . 500
Cantonment
Bandar Talim. . . 500
Cantonment.

29th July
Do,

*

C

-

t *

Remarks

Attendance .

if

(4)

the
audirequested
Ambalal
ence to enlist as Congressmen.
them
to
Deshpande
asked
take up to village propaganda,
Vaghire Said all classes had
taken
part
in
the present
struggle. I Dheer
specially
addressed
untouchable
the
class
and
pointed! out how
they were wrong in arguing
that
they
would join
this
movement only if they were
allowed
entrance
into
the
temples, that the whole Indian
nation
was
untouchable
in
the eyes of the British as none of
the Hindus were allowed membership of their clubs and messes.
..

Swadeshi and boycott.

Mrs. Hansa Mehta asked the
cantonment I cloth
merchants
to
imitate
Bombay
cloth
merchants
pointing
out
how
the Muljee Jet ha Market was
closed
and
how
the
other
shops were closing down and
requested
them
to
do
the
same. K. N. Phadke
criticised
the
Government
for
saying that the Hindus and
Muhammadans
would
break
their
heads, if
Swaraj was
given
and
said
that both
of them had
ruled
before.
He Said that he had no faith in negotiations and appealed to the audience
to enlist as Congressmen, boycott
foreign goods and not to help the
bureaucracy at all. G. A. Deshpande
exhorted the audience to increase
the number of Congressmen as there
was possibility of establishing a
parallel Government very soon.
Haribhau Vaghire regretted that
only 225 men had enlisted so far.
He reminded Muhammadans how
the last Muhammadan king was
arrested with his three sons and Some
merchants, how they were shot dead
in 1857, how the Sikhs and Muhammadans forgot their differences in
Peshawar. Popatlal Shah criticised
the policy of Government of negotiations on the one hand and of repression on the other and emphasised that boycott was the only way
to get success. Inamdar asked the
Muhammadans to take part. R. D
Dheer condemned the cantonment
cloth merchants for purchasing foreign cloth worth three lakhs in spite
of the repeated requests not to do
so.
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L

Date

Plax

Attendance

(1)

(2)

(3)

29th July

Shivaji Mandir .. 4,500

30ch July

Shaniwar Wada . . 3,000

30th July

Shaniwar Wada

.v 600

Do.

Main Street . .

, . 4C0

Remarks
(4)

Mrs. Hansa Mehta exhorted the audience that the present Government
was living on tagdi (trade) and the
best way to drive it out was to
toatch away that tagdi 9$top trading
with them completely and take the
vow of Swadeshi. A. R. Bhat reproduced the speech of Mrs. Mehta
and condemned the British people
for destroying their trade. He also
Said that the number of unemployed
persons in England should be increased by stopping trade with them
and this would bring them on their
knees. Madhaorao Godbole explained how the boycott week was observed in Bombay- Two lady speakers advised the women in the audience to enforce Swadeshi in their
houses and take active part in this
movement.
•

This meeting was preceded by a procession that had started from Shivaji
Mandir. B. M. Gupte narrated how
London millowner had sent a letter
to an Ahmedabad millowner, describing the disastrous effects of
boycott of foreign goods. Turning
to the attempt at negotiations he
said that they should not be misled
by such attempts and though civil
disobedience might be stopped, boycott of foreign goods must continue
Messrs. Dheer and R. G. Chapekar
spoke on the same lines. R. G. Bhide
advised the youths to take up the
movement. Popatlal Shah criticised
the attitude of the Government in
preventing Gandhi caps and taklis
in Guntur, in dishonouring and
burning the national flag at different
places.

*

4

•

*

Qt. A. DeShpande thanked the audience for processing peacefully and
said that the boycott was pinching
the Lancashire millowners whose
mills were being sold at low prices!
K. G. Pashankar called on college
students to Suspend their studies.
H. Vaghire condemned the Poona
public for their indifference to the
movement.

Ambalal Gujar and Kamdar requested
the audience to enlist as Congressmen. R. D. Dheer said he had no faith
in negotiations and Round Table
Conference and the present struggle should be continued. Bhide
alleged India was degraded by the
British people and the present means
of communication were simply for
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Date

Place

Attendance

Remarks

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)
|

30th July—contd.

.

31st July

Do

1st August

Do.

•

#

,.

their own use. He Said the movement was having its effect and urged
the audience to continue it. K. N.
Phadke and Dadabhai Ardeshir
(Parsee) requested the audience
to enlist as Congressmen.

Tilak Mandir

200

Shimpi Alley,
Main Street

300

Tilak Mandir..

Gaffurbeg
Street.

2nd August . » Resy Market..

.•

.

Lady Vithaldas Thackersey was to have
opened the Swadeshi Bazaar, but
she cried off and Shiralkar of Satara
district took her place, making the
usual speech alleging that India's
present rulers killed her trade.

•

Chandulal, Gujarathi, requested the
audience to take an oath that they
would never touch foreign articles.
Kamdar said that cantonment cloth
merchants had signed an agreement
not to purchase foreign cloth till
the present struggle was ended and
to close down for one month from
Thursday next. Those who disobeyed this decision would be fined
Rs. 101 and be socially boycotted.
H. Vaghire alleged the British passed
a law against using Indian cloth
and lately threw out the Hajee
Bill to secure their own ends. Addressing the Muhammadans present he said the la£t
Moghul
Emperor and his three sons were
cruelly killed by the British, depredations were committed at Jallianwala Baug and Peshawar and it was
necessary for them also to join hands
with the Hindus.

\

Professor Mate made a long speech
on the life and doings of Tilak.
The audience got bored and shouted
him down.

500

500

•

•

« %

Vaghire, Kisa using and Dheer criticised
the policy of the Government's
dealing with the situation at Peshawar and Bombay and appealed to
the audience to continue this fight.
Phadke read out a telegram about
the confirmation of death sentences
passed on the three accused of Sholapur Riot Case by the third judge and
criticised councillors for not helping those men. Government officials should be strictly boycotted
and attempts may be made in villages
to educate the villagers not to pay
land revenue.
H. V. Tulpule condemned the Government for their lathi charge on the
evening of 1st August and the
arrests of all the members of the
Working Committee. He condemned those standing for council.

790
Date

Place

Attendance

(1)

(2)

(3)

•

•

Rcay M a r k e t . .

1,000

«•

Popatlal Shah said that the arrests of
Vallabhbhai and others announced
the failure of negotiation. Paudit
blamed Government and advocated
Swadeshi.

•

Bombay Police were condemned for
the lathi charge on Tilak day procession and also for the arrests of the
big Congress leaders and appeals
were made to the audience to use
swadeshi articles.

500

Do.

Do.

(4)
Toddy and liquor shops must be
completely rooted out of Poona.
Anandibai Joglekar condemned
Government's alleged conciliation
cwm-repression policy. Pashankar
said that Government had imprisoned all the important leaders
which showed that Government
were afraid of the movement. The
British could defeat Napolieon Bona
Parte and Germany but would have
to bow before Gandhi. H. Vaghire
condemned Government. R. G.
Ladkat asked the college students
to becoitie strong and the city gymnasts to visit the houses of drunkards and dissuade them from drinking. Popatlal
Shah said that
pjsts, telegraphs, trains, etc., were
simply created by Government for
their own purposes. Dheer condemned those who were committing
Julum on their own brothers for
the sake of Rs. 15 or so and said
that such people were to be blamed
and not the rulers. Satyabhamabai
Kuvelkar urged the students to suspend their studies and take part in
the present struggle.

2nd Angust—*contd.

2nd August

Remarks

*

(6) Sholapur, August 2.—Processions have been taken out almost daily
since July 27 in Pandharpur, accompanied by national flags. National
songs are regularly sung, and on one occasion a photograph of M. K.
Gandhi was carried. Those who have been noticed taking a prominent
part are Babu Nagaya Yavankar and Deoram Tukaram More. Similarly,
daily processions take place in Akluj (Malsiras taluka). About 50 persons
take part.
•

(7) Satara, August 2.—There
week.
the forest laws, boycott of Government servants, foreign
goods, etc., were advocated. 'he language used at most of these
and abusive nature. The Police and
ment
openly abused andlikened
and likened to dogs, imonkeys,
etc. In this connection prosecutions on an extensive scale are being
lodged and all prominent agitators are being roped in. As a counter
propaganda a public meeting was held at Padegaon in Koregaon taluka at
•
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which the Civil Disobedience Movement wasi denounced, and the audience
exhorted to remain faithful to the British Government
(|8) Ratnagitiy August 2.—In all 17 meetings were held to preach
boycott of foreign goods and liquor and to advise the people to take to.
spinning. On July 27, 11 men from Ratnagiri went from door to door
to induce the people to become members of the Congress. On July 27,
the so-called national flag was hoisted on the Gandhi Seva Ashram
(Gandhi Service League) at Vengurla. In Vengurla volunteers maintain
themselves by begging and collected Rs. 5 during the week. On July 27,
one Waman Vishnu Abhyankar obtained ten persons as Congress
members at Achra who each paid 4 annas subscription. Spinning at the
Satyagraha Ashram at Maiwan continued during the week,
, Meetings held include the following:
Date
(1)
July 26th

Do.

Place
(2)
Malwan

Ratnagiri

Audience
Remarks
(4)

(3)
250

300 (women) .

, People were asked to attend the ceremony of hoisting the flag on
Maruti's temple; Gandhi's life and
principles were described; a reference to the excesses of the Police
and picketing in Bombay were
made.
Women were advised to help the present movement in every possible
manner.
t

Do.

Do.

695 Hindus

1

. V. D. Savarkar Said that Swadeshism
was for retention of Indian money
in India; the subject had no political
aspect. As investments were already made on machinery and as
the millhands were natives of India
it was not advisable to boycott mill
cloth. If the mills were closed down
a number of men would become unemployed. Strict adherence to spinning on the takli was not advisable

(9) Kolaba, August 2.—22 meetings were held during the week in the*
district, maximum audience 700.
There is no improvement in the situation for ailthough supej-ficially
the situation is fairly quiet, insidious propaganda is being carried
on in the villages, aided by the caste system. There is every reason
to believe that the civil disobedience cult is becoming widespread. Police
Patels are being urged to resign with some success. Picketing continues.
At some places, e.g., Mahad picketing has been relaxed, not on account ot
the District Magistrate's order but on account of this being the month in
which temperance is more general. On August 3 there was a half-hearted
attempt in Alibag to defy the District Superintendent of Police's order
under the Bombay District Police Act as a result of which 4 volunteers
were arrested and released after a few hours.
*• Swatantryaveer Savarkar, a great revolutionary, was onposcd to the Cogress
movement. This was contradictory with Dr. Hedgewar who participated i a SatyagraT
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1368. Boycott Week
(1) Poona, August 2.

Mehendale
from

4th August, Mrs. Hansa Mehta
Lady Vitbaldas Thackersey, and addressed 4,000 at Shivaji Mandir.
• Prabhat feris, especially of females, increased. On Sunday 3rd August,
Vallabhbhai Patel wa& to have arrived from Bombay and B. M. Gupte,
pleader, on behalf of Youth League, asked for permission for a procession
from station to city. On 1st August, Tilak day was marked by Dr. Munje
of Nagpur exhorting 500 students to resist police charges by non-violently
depriving constables of their lathis. On 2nd a procession of Youth
Leaguers became merged in a monster demonstration in receipt of news
of Bombay arrest of Congress leaders. It is estimated that 7,000
processed, and 4,000 listened to speeches.
(2) Ratnagiri, August 2.—Five boycott week processions were held at
connec
Ratnagiri between July 26 and 30. A procession of 50
tion with boycott of liquor ana foreign cloth, was held at Malwan
July 20. A procession of 400 persons was formed after
the national flag at Malwan on July 27. A vanar sena ( monkey
procession, attended by 50 girls and 150 boys, was taken
on July 26.
1369. Gandhi Day Celebrations
S. B. Bombay Presidency, Piona, August 01.—Gandhi day was
observed in Poona on 6th August 1930 by taking out processions and
holding meetings in the city and the cantonment.
At the meetings held in front of the Shanwar Wada under the presidentship of H. V. Tulpule, speeches were made exhorting the audience to
continue the present boycott movement till success was obtained. The
president appealed for the enrolment of 13,000 members for Congress
during the week, and said that Thursday (7th August 1930) should be
observed as the national flag day, on which day a national flag should be
and added that Sunday should be observed
f
as political prisoners' day.
3na cantonment under tl
Tulpul
Disobedience Movement
that the real fight would begin when the
a parallel Government in India. A Marathi
box in front of the Sir Parshuram
bhau College.
)f the Doster is as follows:
"Oh, people of Poona, for your yesterday's valour take these bangles
as rewards."
The so-called national flag was hoisted on the Fergusson College
amphitheatre by the students of the college without the permission of the
college authorities. It is reported that the principal promised the
students not to lower the flag at least for 24 hours from its hoisting unless
directed by the college board to do so or without giving previous notice
to the students.

V

A similar flag was laso hoisted on Sir Parshurambhau
Poona College).

College

(New

1371. Forest Agitation
Poona, August 2.—On 31st a police party had to be sent out from
the headquarters to Saswad to deal with forest trespass by villagers.
One agitator, a tailor from Poona, was arrested and on 1st August the
Deputy Superintendent of Police visited the affected villages and settled
matters amicably with considerable tact. On 27th July three Shrigonda
men spoke objectionably to an audience of 150 in Gandhi Chowk and on
29th there was a hartal in the town for sentencing Abdur Razak to
3 months' jail for a speech in Dhond.
Shankar B. Baravkar of Varvand was seen at Dhond selling a book of
verses which has been reported to Government for action under * 124-A.
1374. Ville Parle Chhawswi
$. B. Bombay Presidency, Poona, August 9.—Of the twenty-five
volunteers who used to come daily from Bombay to the Chhawani 7
offered to* remain permanently in the chhawani. The total number at the
chhawani is 13 men and 13 women. The leaders continue to visit the
Bombay Congress House daily.
45 volunteers in Khaki uniforms belonging to the Bombay S#va Dal led
by one Ahanta vesited the Chhawani on July 27 and remained for one
hour.
15 men, of the Bombay prabhat feri came to Ville Parle tke same day
and attended a meeting and then returned. Spinning, carding and weaving is carried daily at the Chhawani.
*

*

A branch of the Maharashtra Khadi Sangh was opened in the Chhawani
on July 29 by Janakibai Bajaj. P. H. Khadilkar and Gangubai Kuate
have been appointed to supervise it.
. S. S. NaiJk has been taking renewed interest in the movement addressed
a meeting for all the prabhat feris at Bandra. Hfe spoke on Tilak and
Gandhi. There has been a definite split between Deccanif and Gujaratis
at the Chhawani which came to ahead on August 1 when Dr. Hardikar
addressed a small meeting on the subject of Tilak. Only 5 Gujaratis
were present in the audience and the Deccanis decided that they would
nave nothing to do with the Gujaratis, who claimed that they could get
own efforts. Hardikar only spoke for 10 minutes, being
audience
1377.

»r

a* Khandesh, August 2.—A committee of five persons from trad
of different communities of Navapur has been formed in order
hat no merchants indent for foreign cloth. The merchants who hi
stock of foreign goods are allowed to sell them.
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1382. Boycott of Government Servants
(1) Thana, August 2.—The boycott of Government servants at Padgha
continued. Unsuccessful attempts were made by the boycotters to
influence the owner of a house to make the Police vacate it.
(2) Nt2Sik9 August 2.—The boycott of the Police especially in Satana
laluka is general and they have the greatest difficulty in obtaining supplies;
in Kalwan also boycott has been started as a result of action having been
taken by the Police against the leaders.
1384. Hoisting of National Flag
(i) Satara, August 2.—The Tasgaon municipality has, with the majority
of a casting vote of the president, passed a resolution for the hoisting of
a national flag on its office. Attempts to hoist national flags on
District Locaf Board schools at two or three villages are also reported
Hoisting of national flags on the municipal lamp-posts in Satara city
appears to be the innovation of the week.
(2) West Khandesh, August 2.—30 meetings are reported. The
national flag was hoisted on the school building of Ajanda, police-station
Nardhana, on July 24. Some villagers and boys of Varshi, police-station
Nardhana, hoisted a national flag on the school building there.
1385. (1) Boycott of Foreign Goods
Ratnagiri, August 2.—Laxman Ramchandra
Kalekar,
a native
persons to sign a pledgi
foreign
Merchants and shopkeepers held a private meeting on July 27 and
resolved not to import British goods, and to pay subscription of four
annas to a rupee for the Congress and other public functions. No money
was collected on the spot.
1386. Temperance Movement
(1) Thana> August 2.—Picketing took place at Virar and Boisar.
Action against picketers is being taken under the Distriict Police Act.
Narayan Damodar Devdhekar of Umbergaon, leader of the District
Congress Committee, picketed at Bassein, on August 1.
(2) Bombay Suburban District, August 2.—Except at Chembur there
was no picketing of liquor shops.
(3) Nasik, August 2.—The picketing of liquor shops has continued
during the week at Pimpalgaon Baswant, Yeola, Wadner Bahiroba and
Manmad. At Sinnar and Lasalgaon the picketing- is reported to have
stopped.
(4) West Khandesh, August 2.—Picketing of the liquor shop at Naadurbar is in progress. There was no picketing of toddy and liquor shops in
Dhulia. Picketing of liquor shops at Navapur commenced from July 25.
Liquor shops at Sakarda, Bhadbhunja, Barber Ghat and Bhavria, Navapur
taluka, were picketed.
(5) Ratnagiri, August 2.—Picketing of liquor stops at malwan continued
during yhe week. Picketing of liquor shops at Sarjekot, Malwan taluka,
was recommenced from July 24. At Khed the picketing has practically
stcped. Picketers sit in private houses on the road leading to the liquor
*

*

• '

shops and note the names of persons visiting the liquor shops, after which
tjie leaders visit • them at their private houses to induce them to give up
drink. No picketing i s done on the public road. At Dapoli, liquor and
topped
agreed that he would not bid at the next auction.
*
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1419. Civil Disobedience Movement, General Summary
9.—The usual meetings took
: (1) Bombay Suburban District, August
place daily during the week at Ville Parle, audience 50 to 150.
There was nothing new in the speeches, which chiefly insisted on the
use of khaddar and spinning of yarn; also they had sufficient experience
i)l facing lathi charges, they should now be ready to receive bullets.
1
Mrs. Gandhi said that she was sorry as few women took part in the
.movement and requested all women to follow Gandhi's advice and take
part in the movement.
They'should take no notice of the leaders who are talking peace, but
should carry on until these leaders ordered thiem to stop the movement,
Govind, son of Paiidit Madan Mohan Malaviya, stressed the importance
of boycotting foreign cloth and also said that the unknown person who
paid his father's fine was a traitor.
. Meetings were also held at Ghaitkoopar, Mahul, Trombay, Chembur
and Mulund. Audience .varied from 20 to 200.
The meeting, at Mahul was held to celebrate Tilak's anniversary and
several Kolis from Versowa attended.
• All the speeches were on boycotting foreign goods and liquor except
one by Narayan Laxman Lad of Chembur, who requested the audience
to "boycott the Police saying that it was no use simply congratulating
people on their being sent to jail, but all should do what they have done
and' boycott the p(fiic&
Five meetings were held at Malad, undience 40 to 140 consisting largly
of boys/ • •'
' At Bandra S. S. Naik held a meeting which was attended by 200 people.
He described the happenings in Bombay on the 1st instant over the
procession which was banned, and concluded his speech in his usual
manner by shouting slogans.
Prabhat Feri and other processions were taken out as usual during the
week daily in Chembur* Andheri, Pahadi, Malad, Versova, Kurla, Bandra
•

Kasturba Gandhi.

t
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and Kandivli and on one or two occasions in other villages of
They consisted generally of between, 15 and 50 people, most; children
At Ghatkopar the Swadeshi Match Factory workers numbering 200
and 8th, some hundred Gujarathi
^paniied
(flag salutation) was daily perform
peopl
On Gandhi Day (5th) hartals were observed
Malad
Chembur, Borivli, Bandra, Khar, Kurla and Andheri.
Muhammadan
open
transpires
and panpatti shops belonging to Anand Waman Bhandarkar at BoriyH
were allowed by the Congress Committee to remain open as the owner
Congr
paid Rs.
Except at Chembur there was no picketing at liquor shops.
(2) Ihana, August 9.
meetings
during the week.
being
at Shahapur. At six of these
meetin
(3) Nasik,
August
9.—During the week meetings were held as
under:
Place
Date
Remarks
Attend anc
(2)
(4)
(3)
CD
Nasik
. 1,000
3rd August
To congratulate Messrs Pate! and
Malaviya on their arrest.
400
5th August
Do.
To show sympathy for the Baglan
Satyagraha.
100-150
3rd August
Bhagur, taluka
To congratulate leaders arrested in
Nasik
Bombay.
Trimbak
7th August
300
To congratulate Gadre and
Khadilkar on their arrest.
250
Ghoti
4th August
To express sorrow at the arrest do
Vallabhbhai Patel:
300
7th August
Sinna
To congratulate Messrs Gadre and
Khadilkar on their arrest.
3rd August
400
Do.
Thanking the people for observing
a hartal for Patel's arrest.
LaSalgaon, taluka 300
Regarding the arrest of Pandit Malr
Do.
Niphad
viya in Bombay. ,
Vinchur, taluka 100
4th August
A meeting of protest against GovernNiphad
ment and Sardar Vinchurkar.
800
3rd August
Yeola
To congratulate leaders arrested in
Bombay.
.

•

4th August

Do.

Do.
6th August
i

4th August
6th August
7th August
*

•

•

.

..

Nandgaon
..
Anchalgaon, taluka
Nandgaon
Soundanef taluka
Malegaon
Satana
Abhone, taluka
Kalwan

500

•

•

Boycott of foreign cloth and liquor.

•

1,200

Forest satyagraha.
Boycott of tea, liquor, etc.

200
100

.

Forest satyagraha.

500
50-60

To congratulate Gadre a?^[ Khadilkar.
. Forest satyagraha.

Same 25 meetings of some importance have been reported. Nasik,
Yebla, Nandgaon, Kalwan and Baglan talukas continue to §how most
interest in tae movement, and there seems little improvement in the
general Situation.
Jn connection with the mass satyagraha at Bhilwad and Pathawe on
August 5 some 20 more of the leading lights have been arrested, amongst
them being K. R. Sumant of Sholapur and M. B. Gadgil of Nasik.
During the week in connection with the arrests of Vallabhbhai Patel and
Pandit Malaviya in Bombay, hartals were held at Nasik, Trimbak,
Igatpuri* Niphad, Chftndor, Satana and probably at other towns.
R." H. Gadre,, Dr. Khadilkar and Dattatraya Yadav Pingle have all been
arrested and sentenced to various terms of imprisonment. Bhagappa
Vilhobappa Gulave and Satidas Tikamdas, Marwadi of Nagpur, are now
taking a leading part in Nasik in getting up meetings in support of the
movement.
The public especially in Kalwan, Baglan and Nandgaon continue to
take a great interest in the forest satyagraha movement. Kalwan has
been showing great interest as it is intended to have a mass movement
there on August 20 similar to the shows at Bhilwad and Pathawe on
August 5.
During the week under report no movements of volunteers to the
district from outside have been reported. Volunteers have been moving
about in Kalwan taluka visiting the villages and generally trying to
interest the people in the question of forest satyagraha in preparation for
a mass satyagraha proposed to be held on August 20, at or near Saptashr-

ing Hill.
(4) East KhandesK August 9.—There were eleven meetings held during
the week of which the following deserve notice: —
Date
Place
Attendance
Remarks
(1)

4th August

(2)

•. Chalisgaon

(3)

.. 200

(4)

.. The usual local speakers protested
against the arrests of V. J. Patel,
and others in Bombay.
8th August
.. Jalgaon
.. 800
.. G. R. Date, pleader, was president of
a meeting with the usual local speakers, on Swaraj.
2nd August .. Bhusawal
.. ..
•. This was a meeting of the committee
of the local Hindu Mahasabha to
elect office-bearers for the ensuing
year.
Prabhat feris continue to be taken out at the same places. Flag
processions were taken out at the following places:—Wadri, Yawaltaluka,
ICirhe, Nimkhedi, Wadoda, Chinchkheda, all under Edlabad Police-station,
Pimpalgaon, Raver, Bhalod. Faijpur Police-station. Mengaon
and
Shendurni, Shendurni Police-station, and Amallier.
The following hartals were observed during the week: —
Date
Place
Object for which observed
(1)
(2)
(3)
4th August* .. Amalner
High school students kept away from
school on account of the arrest of
V. J. Patel, etc.
5
*h August
.. Chinaval
..,
General hartal for the same reason.

*
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Date

Purpose for

Place

(4)

(3)

(2)

(1)

•

General hartal for the same reason.
M

3rd August

Jalgaon

4th August

RaSalpur, Raver PoliceStation
Bahadarpur. Parola Police Sta
tion

5th August

which taken out

Do.
Do.
*

*

8 th August

Amalner

Do.

2nd August

Varangaon, Bhusawal taluka
Police Station

Do.

4th August

Chalisgaon

Do.

•

•

•

The following processions' were taken out during the week:
Date
(1)

Place

Purpose for which taken out

(2)

(3)

The arrest of V. J. Patel, etc.

4th August

Chalisgaon

5th August

Chopda ..

8th August

Do.

3rd August

Jalgaon ..

Do.

5th August

Chinaval, Savda Police Station

Do.

5th August

Erandol ..

•

•

Gandhi day.
•

•

The arrest of V. J. Patel, etc.

•

Gandhi Day.

•

22 meetings are reported out of Which

(5) West
Khandesh
those of importance z

Purpose for which taken out

Plac
(2)

Date

(3)

7th August

..

Shirpur

5th August

..

Pimpalner

30th July

..

Kolde, taluka Nandurbar

3rd August

Nandurbar

3rd August

Nawapur

4th August
Do.
5th August

..

Taloda

..

Kukurmunda

. • Shahada ..

> i

Rashtriya flag was taken in procession
through the town and hoisted on
the municipal office.
•

•

•

•

•

•

The grass which was brought from
Baglan satyagraha was taken in
procession through the village.

•

Rashtriya flag was taken in procession
and hoisted on Local Board school.

•

A procession of black flags was taken
through the town as a protest against
the arrest of Vallabhbhai Patel*
and others.
•

•

•

Rashtriya flag was taken in procession
as a protest against the arrest of
Vallabhbhai Patel. •

•

Do.
•

•

•

t

Do.
Rashtriya flag was taken in procession
and hoisted on the municipal building at Shahada,
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during the week include the

(6) Poona, August. 9.—Meetings
following:
Place

Date

(2)

(1)

Attendance

Shivaji Mandir, Poona 400
City.

3rd August

Gaffurbeg Street, Poona 400
Cantonment.

4th August . .

Shivaji Mandir, Poona 150
City.

5th August

..

Tilak Mandir, Poona
City.

(4)

(3)

3rd August

700

Remarks

Boycott week. K. N. Phadke, presided.
Kale, S. G. Chafekar, Champutai
Agarkar, Mangal B. Dalai of Bombay, Thakar, Pandit, Velinkar,
condemned the lathi charges of
the Police on Tilak day procession
in Bombay; also the negotiation
carried on by Sapru and Jayakar.
Phadke said that bulletins should
be circulated even though Ordinances were applied to fountainp?ns, pencils or pieces of charcoal.
The meeting was preceded by a
small procession.
•

•

Dadabhai Ardeshir, Parsi, presided.
Popatlal Shah, Chandulal, Haribhau Vaghire, P.. D. Dheer, Hajee
Hakim Sahib condemned Government for the arrests of Vallabhbhai
Patel, Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya and other members of the
Working Committee, and for the
lathi charges on more than 300
peaceful Congressmen in Bombay.
They also requested the audience to
carry on this struggle to the end.
Vaghire alleged that Pandit Malaviya was disillusioned as to the Councils and the Assemblv.
Raja Bahadur Shivlal presided. K N.
Phadke, B. M. Gupte, D. V. Divekar,
Mrs. Kashibai Deodhar spoke.
The boycott week, inaugurated by
the Youth League, was closed on
Monday by Raja Bahadur Shivlal
who has an interest in the mill
behind the Poona Station. He
said that the end of the week did
not mean the end of the boycott,
which was to
be
everlasting.
Phadke related the incidents of
boycott week and said that they
were going to have in Poona a
Desh Sevika Sangh like in Bombay
and to open a Swadeshi bazaar in
Poona cantonment next September.
Pandu Anna Shiralkar of Karad
presided and G. A. Deshpande
read out the programme of Congress week. On Monday morning
the Congress week was inaugurated
by performing the Zenda Vandan
(flag saluting) ceremony in Tilak
Mandir. Handbills were put about
inviting prabhat feris of different
Peths.
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Date
(1)

Place

Attendance

(2)

(3)

Remarks
(4)

Reay Market, Poona 700
City.

H. V. Tulpule presided. Gotiram
Santram Kachi# of Reay Market,
had arranged this Zenda Vandan by
circulating handbills. Nanal Shastri
and one
Mohanlal sang
two songs. K. G. Pashankar explained how the market people had
taken oaths not to drink and not to
use foreign cloth. They prized the
national flag more than their lives.
Popatlal R. Shah spoke on the
national flag and told people to
join the Congress, H. V. Tulpule
advocated boycott of Council elections.

Do,

Shaniwar Wada, Poona
City.

Congress week. H. V. Tulpule presided. K. G. Pashankar, R. G,
Bhide, Haribhau Vaghire, Mohanlal
Gujarathi, Popatlal of Ambegaon.
Satyabhamabai Kuvlekar
spoke.
This meeting was preceded by a
procession. The speakers alleged
that enthusiasm was lacking in
Poona; and other districts were
doing much more. At least 13,000
Congressmen should be enrolled
during the week; the boycott movement must be vigorously carried on
and foreign cloth shops picketed.

Do.

JogeShwari Temple ..

Do.

Bandar Talim. Poona 700
Cantonment.

5th August

1,000 .

60

Dwarkabai Gujar presided Congress
week. This was a meeting of women to enlist Congress members.
Satyabhamabai Kuvlekar said that
the wives and mothers of Government servants could become Congress members as the Congress had
not been declared illegal as yet.
Gandhi Day .H. V. Tulpule presided
Hakim Hajee alleged that India
saved Britain in the Great War.
The British had broken their promises, and, therefore, the present
movement was taken up, and had
struck an effective blow at the Manchester Mills. Haribhau Vaghire
said that the British people should
be made to starve by stopping trade
with them; that they should be boycotted as was done in China; that
their repression should be answered
by overcrowding jails. N. V. Tulpule
Said that M. K. Gandhi started out
from his ashram with a few followers, he was ridiculed, he went on
breaking different laws, was arrested, and now the movement had
gone beyond the control of Government.
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Date

Place

(1)

(2)

Congress Week, K.G. Pashankar, who
presided announced the conviction
of Vaghire and Dheer. R. G. Bhide
alleged the British deprived Indians
of their industries and reserved
India as their grazing farm and as
a permanent customer of Manchester. Y. K. Godse of Bombay
congratulated Dheer and Vaghire
and said that death was better than
life under the tyrannical British raj.
The present m ovement had Paralysed
the administration.

Shaniwar Peth. Poona 50
City.

Do

Do.

•

•

•

Dwyer Lane, Poona 800
Cantonment.

•

•

•

•

Nava
Modikhana, 500
Gavli Alley, Poona
Contonment.

•

Gaffurbeg St., Kam- 400
rudin Mosque, Poona
Cantonment.

Do.

Shaniwar Wada, Poona
City.

7th August

*

A-115-51-A

Remarks
(4)

(3)

Reay Market, Poona 400
City.

6th August

Do.

Audience

Yeshodabai Bhat bitterly complained
about the alleged treatment given
to the political prisoners in jail.
Dadabhai Ardeshir, Parsi, presided.
The speakers congratulated Dheer
and Vaghire on their conviction
V. B. Davre said the British Government was like the Government of
the Demon Kaunsa and would be
destroyed by some Superhuman be
jng as was done by the God Krishna
in the case of Kaunsa; and that
Dheer and Vaghire were unjustly
sent to jail.
V. B. Davre said that he would make
the same speeches as were delivered
by Dheer and Vaghire. He
declared that he had broken the law.

•

1,000

•

Mirza Ikram Beg, pleader, presided
This meeting was convened to thank
Government, the Home Member,
Mr. Gulabkhan and Maulana Shaukat Ali for being instrumental in
securing the release of the Malegaon
riot case prisoners who were convicted to transportation for life in
1920. The six prisoners were present. They were garlanded and
speeches were made.
K. G. Pashankar presided. This meeting was preceded by a procession
specially arranged for Congress flag
day. Pashankar said 13,000 Congress members were wanted. Dr.
Muladevi of Bombay described the
Tilak day procession in Bombay and
requested the Poona citizens to do
something for their country. Dr.
Pingle of Wardha, Central Provinces, criticised N. C. Kelkar for
keeping quite.
*
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Date
(1)

Place

Audience

(2)

(3)

Remarks
(4)

8th August

Shivaji Mandir, Poona . . 300 . . R. G. Bhide presided. V. B. Davre
City.
repeated his speech about the national flag, described how he had broken the order under Section 144,
C. P. C , and was arrested and read
out the statement of Sub-Inspector,
Deshmukh of the Cantonment given
in the Court. He then incited
the audience to break the Order
under Section 144, C. P. C , K. N.
Phadke asked students of schools
and colleges to suspend their studies
and join the Congress; Swaraj could
only be obtained by breaking the
laws. K. G. Pashankar praised the
Sikh community and asked them to
enlist as Congressmen. R. G. Bhide
told them not to help Government
by giving loans. Deshpande declared that about 1,500 national flags
had been Sold.

9th August

Ti'ak Mandir, Poona
City.

150

..

70

Do

Do

Do.
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^250
^^^

^ Do.
^^^^^^

; This day was selected as women's
day of the Congress week. The women speakers exhorted the audience
to take an oath of Swadeshi and
become Congress members and do
Something like their Bombay siters. Dr. Muladevi of Bombay pressided.
Mrs. Janakibai Phatak
presided.
Swadeshi, boycott of foreign articles and enlistment as Congress
members were the Subjects discussed.
Mrs.
Satyabhamabai Kuvlekar said that they had succeeded
in enlisting 1,209 women in the
Congress and hoped to increase
that number to 5,000 by the end of
the week.
B. M. Gupte presided. The speakers
exhorted the audience to become
Congress members and show the
bureaucracy that the Congress was
heavily backed. Inamdar and G. A.
Deshpande said that students should
suspend their studies.

(7) Sholapur, August 9.— Only one meeting was reported from the
Pandharp
whole of the district during the week. This took place
on August 8. Sarowttam Rajhaunsa, a Congress volunteer
More
Pandhapur.
During the week daily processions were taken out (in Pandharpur,
beaded by national flags. Some of the silogans shouted out were
c<
Government
Down
the
be
and "Policemen must become volunteers."
In connection with the arrests of Pandit Malaviya, Vallabhbhai J.
Patel and others recently in Bombay a hartal was observed in Barsi
A-115—51-B.
i

•

J
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town on August 3 and one in Pandharpur town on August 4 and again
another on August 8.
(8) Satara, August 9.—Meetings still continue to be held in large
numbers all over the district and this week reports the holding of about
70 in which the usual propaganda was preached. As a result of this
insidious propaganda which is gaining ground amongst the illiterate
masses particularly the agriculturists, there were four cases of open
defiance of forest laws. In two cases the villagers forcibly removed
their impounded cattle, but prompt arrests of their leaders had a good
effect. In the remaining two cases the villages en masse went into the
reserved forest area and cut down grass and fuel. The accused in both
these cases are also likely to make good the damage and loss done to
Government property and tender apologies for their misconduct.
(9) Ratnagiri, August 9.—In all 27 meetings were held during the
week, 8 of which were in protest of the arrest of Pandit Madan Mohan
Malaviya and V. J. Patel, etc., 2 were for celebrating the death
anniversary of Tilak, 1 for celebrating the death anniversary of Nana
Shankatshet, 1 for considering about the celebration of a Ganapati
and the remaining in connection with the present oivil disobedience
agitation. In almost all the meetings held in connection with the Civil
Disobedience Movement people were asked to take to spinning and to
boycott foreign goods, liquor, etc., and thus to strengthen the movement in all possible ways. With the exception of the meeting held at
Malwan on August 5 with an attendance of 4,000, the audience at others
was small. The principal speakers at the above mentioned meeting were
Shripad Sadashiv Mahajan of Vengurla and Waman Vasudeo Atavnekar
of Malwan.
Atavnekar said that he had got 5 weeks' imprisonment for satyagraha
at Saniketta (salt satyagraha) and that people should continue the
agitation without fear.
History of the arrest of Malaviya, etc., was also detailed.
There were 28 processions during the week, one notably at Vengurla
taken out on August 2, for the purpose of hoisting the so-called National!
flag on the Vengurla Municipality office; 2,000 men and 1,400 boys
and girls were present.
Morning round parties singing national songs were taken out during
the week at several places in the district.
(10) Kolaba, August 9.—There were 32 meetings, audiences upto 900.
At Uran, a Bombay speaker is occasionally imported, otherwise speakers
were local men. Speeches were on the usual atopics.
The spread of the Civil Disobedience Movement to the villages
continues. In most villages of any importance, volunteers deliver
speeches urging the boycott of foreign cloth and abstinence from liquor,
and where opportunity offers, they prepare the ground for forest
satyagraha.
In many cases pressure is berng brought to bear on Police
Patels to resigft., on par'n of being boycotted. In the villages of the
Alibag taliuka, the progress of the movement is apparent. Uuder the
influence of propaganda and the caste system, the Agris have been won
over, particularly in the case of Hashivre village.
i
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Judging from speeches, agitators expect to commence forest satyagraha
in Alibag taluka shortly and volunteers from other parts of the district
are invited for the purpose. As a result of the agitation villagers
are reluctant to pay forest dues.
There were 29 meetings of which ten took place in Alibag taluka. The
audience were up to 250.
5. B., Bombay Presidency, Poona, August 18.—The District Superintendent of Police, Kolaba, reports that on August 8 he passed orders for
the arrest and prosecution of P. K. Deodhar of Andheri (Bombay
Suburban District), D. N. Patel of Waghran (Alibag), V. M. Durve of
Bhor State and M. G. Rele of Revdanda, who had made particularly fiery
speeches urging, among other things, the breaking of forest laws. On
August 9> (1) and (2) were arrested. On August 10, Durve came to the
Police-Station accompanied by a large crowd of followers to surrender
himself..**,....
The Alibag agitators had, according to handbills, determined to
support their Congress week by a propaganda of meetings, processions,
hartals, etc., commencing with a mass procession and speeches on
August 1.0. In accordance with this a procession was formed and, seizing
the opportunity, the processionists went to Sakhar ferry to demonstrate on the arrival of Rele in custody. The Sub-Inspector arrived at
Sakhar and seeing the situation took seats in one of the lorries plying for
hire. The lorry had not proceeded more than a hundred yards when it
was held up by the crowd. Some of the members of the crowd deflated
one of the tyres. The Sub-Inspector then sent for reinforcements and a
dozen policemen armed with lathis proceeded tjo the spot.
, It was at this stage that District Superintendent of Police, while in
Headquarters lines, received information of what was happening and
ordered a party of armed police to proceed to the spot and himself
proceeded there by car. At the Customs House, he found a crowd of
noisy demonstrators about 300 or more in number.
A bulk of timber
had been placed across the road as a bar to the passage of traffic. This
was removed.
About 300 yards further on, on the sands was the lorry
containing the prisoners, surrounded by the lathi-armed police, who
were hemmed in by a crowd of 200 or more.
At the Customs House,
the crowd had again placed a barrier across the road, which was
removed.
After some distance the District Superintendent of Police
left the lorry to take the prisoners to the lock-up, and returned to see
whether the crowd was making any further demonstrations.
On the
way a constable ran up to say that the police were being stoned.
About 200 yards from the Customs House on the town side, the street
was blocked by a mob of people who made way and dispersed on the
approach of the car.
The policemen were obviously very excited as a
result of their being pelted with stones, and would have used their lathis
but for the admirable restraint of the Head Constable in charge.
Ten persons were arrested who had taken part in the riot and a case is
now being; sent up against the accused persons under Sections 147, 341 #
252 and 353 of I. P. C.
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1420. Forest Agitation.
(1) Thana, August 9.—No further cases of breaking the forest laws
have taken place. Forest contracts are iikeiy to be taicen up now.
(2) East Khandesh, August S>.—Things are tairly quiet at present, but
wiieii tne? grass on the road side and in the tielas starts to grow dry,
men we must expect a good deal more Saiyagraha in torest limits. The
collections of money and volunteers are never reported now-a-days
They have simply joined the Congress and go out to the forests without
any real leaders tor the fun of the things and to get a name for themselves.
(3) West Khandesh, August 9.—On 5th August there was forest
Satyagraha in Bhiwad Jungles in Baglan taluka, district Nasik. About
123 men from Pimpainer Police Station had gone there. One Rajaram
Deshpande of Pimpainer brought some grass which was taken in
procession. Grazing fees in Pimpainer Police Station limits are not
collected as yet. Nobody is willing to pay.
A private cattle pound has been opened in Pimpainer.
Grazing fees in Nandurbar taluka are being collected without any
hitch.
(4) Ahmednagar, August 2.—The general grazing of cattle in reserved
forest on August 17 (Gokul Ashtami) is being advocated.
Two heads of cattle impounded at Rajur by the Ranger were
released by paying ithe charges, in spite of opposition.
The Sub-Inspector, Rajur, reports that one Manohar Jayaram Bhalerao
of Kotul, a retired Talathi, is living at Rajur and taking a leading part
m the movement behind Keshav Govind Kamargaonkar. He is the
father of the dismissed Forest Guard who- isi an accused in the forest
satyagraha case. All the accused in the Rajur forest satyagraha case
were dealt, with under Section 562, C. P. C.
Police officers at Ghargaon in Sangamner taluka and at Kotul in
Akola taluka are being boycotted; also in Kopargaon taluka social
boycott of Government servants is causing considerable inconvenience.
A hostile crowd collected at Kavthe in Sangamner taluka when a local
leader was arrested, mainly owing to the efforts of a local Talathi
s.
Punitive action continues against volunteers and others in Sangamner
and Akola talukas for forest satyagraha and instigation to forest offences.
Several accused have apologised, but the Pemgiri and Javle Baleshvar
villagers are reported to be defiant. Some grazing fees have been paid.
Very little enthusiasm except in Sangamner and Akola talukas, where
however, some grazing fees have been recovered. Pemgiri and Javle
Baleshwar villages in Sangamner taluka are reported to be defiant and
determined not to allow arrests.
(5) Kolaba, August P.—On 16th August there was a breach of the
forest laws at Tinvire (Alibag) when in the presence of about 200 villagers,
a bullock was garlanded and let loose in the forest. A branch of a tree
was broken off and a national flag was hoisted, The two instigators
P. T. Vihari and H. R. Patil were arrested on the spot.
»

m
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1421. National Week Celebrations.
(1) Ahmednagar, August 2.—The national week does not appear to
have revived enthusiasm. The following meetings were held in
Ahmednagar : —
j)ate
28th July

Place
..

Ahmednagar

..

Altexui^iice

Remaiks

1,200

Piofcssor Achyut Sitaram Patwardiian aclvocatca social boyeot oi
Government Servants.

..

i

30th Jujy
1st August

Do.
Do.

..
•.

~,CC0 ..

Owing to the announcement that
Mrs. Hansa Muhta would preside.

2,000

Vallabhbhai Patel had been notified as presiding.

..

' Note.—Local people are reported to be tired of the false announcements of Visits ox notables in order to collect crowds for meetings.
" On July 31 a procession of 350, mostly boys, went out with taklis.
Boycott and picketing of school en tomorrow was announced. On
August 1 a partial hartal was held, and picketing of schools was
attempted. Three students were arrested, and; a procession of 300 students
was dispersed. When another procession formed with the apparent
intention of creating a disturbance in front of working schools, nine boys
were restrained and the procession dispersed. Four of the boys
apologised forthwith and were released, the other five were ordered to
appear before the Magistrate under the District Police Act. They also
apologised next morning and further action was dropped. The three
students arrested for picketing also apologised next morning and the
cases were withdrawn. The prize distribution presided over by the
Minister for Education on August 2 passed off successfully and was not
boycotted as would probably have been the case if the above cases had
been proceeded with.
A silent bare-headed procession of 300 was held in Ahmednagar on
August 1 in memory of Bombay and Sholapur.
A meeting of 100 was held on July 28 in Bhingar on ,the subject of
non-payment of taxes and boycott of Government servants. On July 31
hartal was observed in Bhingar, three released convicts were taken in
procession and at a meeting one Bhonsle said that they should make
Government servants to leave the service through their wives and relatives.
The attendance was 700. The only other meetings of any importance
were at Deolali and Rahuri on July 30 and 31 and August 1, with
audiences 450, 350 and, 750, respectively and at Kopargaon on July 26
with an audience of 1,000.
At Pathardi on July 7 three volunteers arrived and took out flag
procession and announced that they would return after 8 days and cut
down toddy trees; another batch followed suit on July 26.
A flag was erected on the Local Board schools at Belapur, also on the
bazaar gate. A flag hoisted at Nevasa was removed by the master; ill
was again hoisted by the boys, who broke tiles on the roof and broke
window-panes and threw prickly pear in the school. It was finally
removed on July 29 by the parents and guardians of the boys.
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The flag was also hoisted on Maruti's temple at Jeur in Ahmednagar
taluka and in the Local Board school compound, the teachers being
preseflt.
(2) Kolaba, August 9.—The week was observed as a Maharashtra
national week and in consequence was responsible for a certain amount
of activity on the part of the agitators. The 10th August was observed
as prisoners' day and hartals and processions were general. A report of
events at Alibag on this day has been submitted with last week's diary.
Speeches were many and were on the usual subjects from boycott of tea
and liquor to incitement to break the laws, and to drive out the British.
1421-A. Boycott Week Celebrations.
Poona, August 9.—The Poona Youth League concluded their boycott
week on AugusX 4, when the owner of the mill near the Poona Station,
Raja Bahadur Shivlal, spoke and advocated perpetual boycott.
On August 3 there was a small procession of students and the same
day a meeting of 300 was addressed by K. N. Phadke.
As soon as the Youth League boycott week ended, Congress week in
the city was inaugurated with the object of raising the city Congress
membership to 13,000. There have been prabhat feris and saluting of the
national flag every morning at ,the Tilak Mandir. One fiery speaker,
V. B. Davre. already on bail and undertrial for unlawful assembly on
August 8 near Patkhi Vithoba in Bhavani Peth said the white in the flag
stood for non-violence and the red for bloodshed. He exhorted people
to resist the Police.
There were processions on August 5, 7 and 10, in which 1,500, 6,000
and 12,000 persons, respectively, took part. Meetings were held every
day, and sometimes several on one day. 1,200 women members are said
to have been enlisted. The procession on August 5 was taken out by
Gotiram Kachi, a market leader without previous notice to the police,
though
he
had
been
warned earlier in the day. It become
disorderly and .there was petty rioting and cap burning. Gotiram Kachi
was convicted on August 7.
The news of the arrest of Vallabhbhai Patel and others in Bombay
reached Poona in tjhe afternoon of August 3 when a partial hartal was
observed. There was a meeting in Gaffurbeg Street, Poona Cantonment,
the same night attended by 400 persons under the presidency of
Dadabhai Ardeshir of Poona Cantonment.
1422. Students and Politics.
Satara, August 9.—The student class are making capital of the Civil
Disobedience Movement and are showing signs of rowdyism. In this the
women folk are also playing a prominent part.
1425. ViHe Parle Chhawani.
Bombay Suburban District, August 9.—In Ville Parle Chhawani 25
volunteers from Bombay came during the week to reside there
permanently. 25 volunteers from the neighbourhood intimated their
willingness to live in the Chhawani so that at the end of the week there
were 63 men and 13 women volunteers on the roll.
_

*

*
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One Surendraprasad Gupta, a volunteer of Bengal Congress Committee,
came to Ville Parle Chhawani to be instructed in the system of working
there.
Spinning and yarning went on vigorously in the Chhawani during the
week. A donation of Rs. 50 was made to Ville Parle Chhawani by Keshav
Nanji Wani of Bombay.
1425-A

Prabhat Feri Union, Poona.
i

Poona, August 9.—Popatlal Ramchandra Shah, one of the secretaries
of the Poona City Congress Committee, has formed a Prabhat Feri
Union with himself as the president and Haribhau Deshpande as the
secretary. The office is situated at 1412, Kasba Peth, and the object of
the Union is to bring all the Prabhat feris under one control.
At a meeting held on August 2 of this union, in the house of Popatlal
Shah, it was decided to supply badges to prabhat feriwallas, also
board, books containing prabhat feri songs and other propaganda
equipment. The members would also be given instructions in the art
of singing.
1427. Fund.
(1) Thana, August 9.—Box collections are made throughout the district
for the Congress hospital aid fund.
Rs. 250 were collected at meetings during the week.
(2) Nasik, August 9.—The Sub-Inspector of Police, Ghoti, reports that
the ponchayat of Ghoti collected some Rs. 100 to Rs. 125 during the week.
This sum is to be expended on any satyagrahi who might visit Ghoti for
propaganda purposes. The Sub-Inspector, Chandor, reports that Rs. 151
were collected by Tulshiram Sheth of Chandor and handed over to
Messrs. Gadre and Khadilkar when they were on their way to take part
in the mass forest satyagraha at Bhilwad on August 3. Some Rs. 100 to
Rs. 15Q were further collected in Chandor to assist the forest satyagrahis of
Baglan taluka.
(3) Satara, August 9.—Rs. 183 have been collected during the week.
1427-A. Youth League Funds.
Poona, August 9.—The concert at the Kirloskar Theatre last week
brought in Rs. 500 for the Youth League Funds.
1428. Hoisting of National Flag.
(1) Thana, August 9.—The Congress flag was hoisted on the Municipal
Office at Bhivandi. It has been decided to hoist the Congress flag on the
Local Board office at Bhivandi on August 20. Many Momins at
Bhiwandi are now sympathising with the Congress movement.
(2) East Khandesh, August 9.—The school panchas of Chorwad,
Parola taluka, removed a Congress flag that had been hoisted during the
night of July 28th-29th.
(3) Poonay August 9.—On August 5 (Gandhi Day) the students of
Pergusson and Sir Parashurambhau Colleges hoisted national flags on
their colleges. National flags were also hoisted on the New English

809
1.

School, the Bhave School and the Nutan Marathi Vidyalaya. The
national flag on Fergusson College is being guarded by the students.
(4) S. B., Bombay Presidency, Poona, August 20.—The so-called national
iiag was again hoisted on the Fergusson College on August 18.
Mahajani, the Principal, having reassured the students that the authorities
had nothing to> do with the taking down of the flag previously, there is
no further trouble and no picketing at present at the College. It is
suspected that some of the picketers in order to strengthen the agitation
have played the mischief of taking down the flag.
1430. Swadeshi Propaganda and Boycott of Foreign Goods.
East Khandesh, August 9.—Daji Kashinath Bhandari, Mahadeo Vinayak
Kale, Anant V/nayak Barve and Sakharam Gopal Shendurnikar, all of
Chalisgaon, have started a spinning association in the taluka.
A swadeshi store has been opened at Savda and Chopda.
1432. Temperance Movement.
(1) Thana, August 9.—Picketing took place at Padgha, Virar,
Dahanu and Solsumbe. Attempts to start picketing at Kalyan have bo
far been unsuccessful.
The District Magistrate's order prohibiting picketing at Bassein and
Bhayandar was again broken at both places. The Congress followers
make a point of keeping clear of the liquor shops picketed, so that light
sentences will be inflicted.
(2) Nasik, August 9.—Picketing of .liquor shops continues at Saikheda,
Ycola, Chandor, Vadner and Manmad.
On August 6 the Divisional Forest Officer, West Nasik, held auctions
of coupes at Nasik; the auction room was picketed with the result
that only some 15 coupes were sold out of some seventy.
(3) Satara, August 9.—Peaceful picketing of liquor shops continues as
before at Masur, Tarale, Lonand and Wai.
(4) Ratnagirif August 9.—Picketing of Bharad, Malwan and Sarjekot
liquor shops in Malwan taluka continued during the week.
1433. Picketing of Schools and Colleges.
Ratnagiri, August 9.—On August 5, schools in Malwan were picketed on
account of the arrest of Patel, etc.
On August 4, attempts to picket schools in Ratnagiri were made but
were unsuccessful.
1434. Resignation, Boycott of Government Servants, etc.
Tliana, August 9.—At Padgha a shopkeeper is now supplying
provisions to the Police.
At Bassein Bania shopkeepers are stopping the supply of provisions
to the Police.
1436. Counter-propaganda.
Satara, August 9.—Five anti-Civil Disobedience Movement meetings
were held this week and the audiences were advised not to be misled by
the present Civil Disobedience Movement, but to have respect for law
and order.
*

•

1436-B. Unauthorized publication of News-sheets, etc
(1) Kolaba, August P.—Orders have now been issued
against the unauthorised publications of news-sheets. On
Alibag Shibir was searched, and although copies of the
were found and attached, the cyclostyle machine was not

to take action
August 7, the
patrikas, etc.,
found.

(2) S. B„ Bombay Presidency, Poona, August 19.—It is now learnt that
1
copies of Rajadroha bulletin a cyclostyled daily, which appeared in
the Ahmedabad District some time back, containing extracts from
prescribed books, were issued by a certain section of the Bombay
Presidency Youth League. Although Lalit Mohan Jamnadas Kinariwala,
a secretary of the Bombay Presidency Youth League and original
publisher is in jail, the Rajadroha does not appear to have ceased
publication, as recently the Bombay Dailies gave out that the Rajadroha
was being published in Bombay along with the Revolt of the Nav Jawan
Bharat Sabha, and the Congress Bulletin.
This venture is the outcome of
namely to spread sedition by
literature—and as the bulletin is
from Bombay now—it is obvious

a former decision of the Youth League,
publishing extracts from proscribed
still making its appearance probably
that the publishing party is still active.

*
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1465. Civil Disobedience Movement. General Summary.
(1) S, B.y Bombay Presidency, Poona, August 16.—In the northern
districts, agitation among students has been noticeable, while in Nasik,
West Khandesh, Satara and in the southern districts agitation against the
forest laws continues.
National flag agitation, which is a form of propaganda which costs
little but which easily raises passions, has been much exploited. National
flag agitation has also been employed to inflame the youths in Poona and
a part of students from the Benares Hindu University sponsored by
Pandit Malaviya have helped to stimulate them. Women have also taken
part in picketing the Fergusson College here, though not with great
success.
1

The Rajadroha was probably the vernacular version of th e Rovolt.
part of this volume.

See Daily Report
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Forest agitation has been given a religious tinge, and a leaflet has
appeared in West Khandesh leilmg the villagers tiiat the cow, which is
sacred to them, used to be well-fed in the past when grazing was free,
but that this satanic Government has been changing all this by repressive
grazing laws. The prospect of free grazing and, free wood from the
forest, combined with appeals on behalf of the cow, are likely to prove
a stimulant to agitation iim these parts. The simpieminded Bhil and his
more sophisticated Maratha neighbour of Sakri taluka in West Khandesh
district, and the adjoining parts of the Nasik district are likely to respond
to it if counter measures are not adopted. •
*

*

*

(2) Thana.—Week ending August 2, 22 meetings, nonie with an
attendance of over 600. Speakers from Bombay urged that no notice
should be taken of peace negotiations. The other usual subjects were
spoken on.
(3) Bandra.—Usual daily meetings and small audiences. Subjects
discussed, khaddar and appeals to volunteers to come to Ville Parle
Chhawani.
(4) Nasik.—25 meetings, attendances over 1,000 at Nasik, July 24
(2/J00), Yeola, July 26 (1,000), Kalwan, Judy 30 (9,000). Kalwan and
Satana are the worst affected talukas. Malegaon, Niphad and Yeola are
also active. The movement shows signs of increasing in Nandgaon
taluka.
(5) East Khandesh.—17 meetings, attendances over 1,000 at Jalgaon,
July 31 (1,000), August 1 (4,000). Prabhat feris continue daily.
(6) West Khandesh.—30 meetings. Mainly forest satyagraha and
temperance propaganda.
(7) Poona.—Week ending August 9. The. Poona Youth League
concluded the boycott week on August 4 and Congress week was
immediately inaugurated with the object of raising Congress membership.
There were daily processions in which large numbers took part. The
attendance was 6,000 on August 7 and 12,000 qn August 10. 1,200 women
members are said to have been enrolled. V. B. Davre, a fiery speaker,
is being prosecuted. On Gandhi Day (August 5), the students of the
Fergusson, Sir Parashurambhau and some other colleges in Poona. hoisted
the national flags on the coUegp buildings and showed considerable
youthful excitement. Popatlal Ramchandra Shah has taken control of all
the prabhat feris in the city,
Week ending August 16. 9,000 new Congress members are stated to
have been enrolled. The Fergusson College was picketed by women of
the Spinners' Association on August 13, but this proved ineffective and
was called off. Forest agitation being stimulated at Saswad. There has
been a good deal of mischief reported in connection with forest grazing
satyagraha.
(8) Sholapur—-Week ending August 9. Daily processions at Pandharpur
and a meeting on August 8.
*

»

•
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(9) Satara.—Week ending August 2. 77 meetings at which highly
objectionable language is being used. The Police and Government
servants were openly abused. Boycott of Government servants and
breach of the forest laws were preached.
(10) Ratnagiri.—17 meetings, but small audiences, only one over 300.
(11) Kolaba.—22 meetings. Though audiences are small the cult of
non-co-operation is spreading.
(2) S. B.t Bombay Presidency, Poona, August 23.—Agitation is still
general throughout the districts, particularly in
Nasik,
West Khandesh, Poona, Satara,
and Kolaba. Most of the
efforts appear to be directed towards stimulating the students and towards
inciting the villagers to commit offences against forest laws. There are
no developments of fresh forms of agitation.
The following are details of the state of agitation in the individual
districts :
(1) Thana.—Week ending August 9. 18 meetings* largest audience
500 at Shahapur.
(2) Bandra.—Week ending August 9. Usual daily meetings with small
audiences. Prabhat feris continue to be taken out.
(3) Nasik.—25 meetings of some importance are reported. Centres of
agitation are Nasik, Yeola, Nandgaon, Kalwan and Baglan talukas. The
situation is much the same as regards forest agitation.
J4) West Khandesh.—22 meetings, attendances over 1,000 at Dhulia,
August 6 (1,000), Sindkheda, August 9 (3,000) and Shahada, August 6
(1,000). Sakri taluka is still playing a principal part in forest agitation.
(5) East Khandesh.—11 meetings. No audience of over 1,000, prabhat
jeri processions continue.
(6) Satara.—70 meetings. The movement takes the principal form of
ami-forest agitation and there were four cases of open defiance of forest
laws. In two cases villagers forcibly removed their impounded cattle
and in the other two cases villagers went out en masse, into the reserved
forest area and cut down grass and fuel.
(7) Ratnagiri.—27 meetings, eight of which were in protest of the
arrest of Congress leaders at Bombay. Audiences were small with the
exception of a meeting at Malwan attended by 4,000. At the hoisting
of the national flag on the Vengurla Municipality, 2,000 men and
1,500 boys and girls were present.
(8) Kolaba.—August 16. 32 meetings with small audiences. Bombay
speakers are occasionally imported to enthuse the proceedings. Breach
of forest laws at Tinvira, on August 16, in Alibag taluka. Two instigators
were arrested on the spot.
1466. Agitation.
(1) Thana, August 16.—The following were among the meetings held
in the district
Date
Place
Attendance
(1)
(2)
(3)
10th August .. Bhivandi ..
1,000 . .

Remarks
(4)
Congratulating orisoners, calling for volunteers
and for boycott of foreign cloth and
prohibition.
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Date

Place
(2)

(0
15th August . . Vada

10th August . . Shahapur
12th August

. Sopara,
Police
Station
Basseiu

*

•

300

2,000
200

9

•

Attendance
Remarks
(4)
(3)
Vasudeo Purushottam Acharya of Vada said
the Russian example should be followed
and Government driven out. Britishers should
be boycotted.
Observing prisoners' day and hoisting the Congress
flag on the Local Board Office.
x
Govind Dharmaji Vartak of Virar said British
rule was shameful and spcke on prohibition,
boycott of foreign goods.

At Bhivandi although the loss of business is being badly felt, Momins
are now beginning to side with Congress. About 500 of them collected
on August 10 to picket a meetjing of Police Patils and Talathis which was
postponed, and held on August 15. On this occasion about 100 picketers
were present.
At Bassein as a result of the action against picketers there is much
bitter feeling against the Police. Picketing is likely to continue.
Kalyan remains quiet and the leaders and merchants are tired of the
Movement.
(2) Bombay Suburban District, August 16.—Meetings held include the
following :
Date

0)
August 16 ..

August 16

Place
(2)

Ville Parle

Ghatkopar

Audience
Remarks
(3)
(4)
300 to 400 . . Requests for volunteers were made. Volunteers
at the
were told not to quarrel among themselves.
Chhawani. Abdulla Rahimtulla complained that the
merchants appeared to be against the boycott
of foreign cloth, which was bad, because the
movement depends on them.

1,500

V. J. Patel said he was glad to see the local
enthusiasm for this movement. If they
wanted Swaraj they must boycott British
goods and manufacture yarn. He had left
Government owing to its present policy.
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya merely supported Patel and requested the women to spin
and ply charkhas, which would help them
to obtain swaraj. The usual remarks were
made about the Government having gone
mad, and women were requested to join the
movement.
Speeches were made on boycott, and that all
were ready to go to jail, charkhas and taklis
were the only means of fighting. Vithalbhai
J. Patel said very little, merely requesting
the audience to listen to Pandit Madan Mohan
Malaviya.
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya addressed
the meeting in Hindi. He requested the
audience not to use foreigi cloth because
thereby they lost 70 crores of rupees.
Women also should take part in the movement. In the oast rmny women had fought
for India, All should work on taklis and
charkhas in their homes.

Famous freedom fighter and Social worker in Thana district.

t

«
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Date
(1)

Place

Audience

(2)

(3)

August 1 6 . .

Versowa, ..
Andheri
taluka.

August 12 . .

Malad,
Andheri
taluka.

(4)

..

500

-

*

Borivli

..

90

..

Ganapatrai Shambushankar Rindani Said the
meeting was held in honour of Navalbhai
Jerajani and Bhalchandra Wadekar, who
were released that day from jail having
undergone a terrible hardship for their
counlrv.

Bandra

.,

800

.,

S. S. Naik presided,
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya said :—
"India is 8 times bigger than England in
size and population. India produces
cotton and wheat, which England lacks.
4,000 years ago India was an independent
country. There was Hindu raj, Moghul
raj, Maratha raj, etc. and now the whole
is under British raj, for the past 175 years
India has suffered a great loss. Crores of
rupees are being carried away to England.
India is reduced to poverty.
Crores
of our brothers and sisters are without food
and clothes. Every nation in the world
is ruled by its own people, and India should
also be ruled by Indians. Englishmen
came to trade and now they have become
masters. AH the big posts in India are
held by them. The money which is
•'. arried away from here is utilised by them
for the Army and Navy and pension etc.
They should set aside this raj and have a
republic. There are two ways,
non
violence or violence. Follow the path

•

August 16 . .

Abdulla Rahimtulla and Ramibai Kamdar
stated that Government had taken money
on Several occasions' rom the Kolis and
reduced them to poverty. All should,
therefore, join the Congress, boycott British
goods and break civil laws. The British
people boasted that the sun never sets on
the British Empire ; they must prove by this
movement that it did set. All must remember
that the movement was non-violent. The
business of England has slackened and the
labouring classes were starving.
The following resolution was passed—
" With a view to complete the programme
as drafted by the Working Committee
of the National Congress, the Committee
requests the Satyagraha Camp, Ville Parle,
to extend its activities at Malad and create
the necessary atmosphere to picket liquor
and toddy shops here."
The Malad Congress has a membership of
about 500 and there is every reason to believe
> that the public is ready to respond to the call
of the Satyagraha Committee, Ville Parle.
Copies of this resolution to be sent to the
Senapati, Ville Parle Satyagraha Camp, to
the president, Suburban Congress Committee,
and to the president of the Maharashtra
Congress Committee with a request to the
two latter bodies to open a satyagraha camp
at Malad.

*

August 16 . .

Remarks

•

•

i

h

*

i
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Date

Place

0)

(2)

Audience
(3)

Remarks
(4)

shown by Mahatma. Boycott foreign
cloth and wear khaddar, spin yarn on
taklis and prepare cloth with your own
hands. Do not purchase any foreign
cloth. Tf you cannot spin yourself, get
it spun by your poor brothers and sisters
who are starving for food and clothes.
By doing this you can keep your money
in your country, and in six months* time
you will get swaraj. If you cannot do this
(prepare khaddar), then at least purchase
Indian Mill-made cloth."
Vithalbhai Patel said :
" I was president of the Viceroy's Legislative
Assembly for five years. During my
presidentship, I met the greatest personalities. I have moved in all the countries of
the world. This Government is for money;
it is the worshipper of money ; it is not
for our benefit. For the last 150 years
crores of rupees have been carried away
to England. It is our fault we give them
money. If we stop giving them money,
then this rctj will soon go. As long as
this Government remains, it will go on
sucking
your blood (money).
It will
use all kinds of repressive measures for
money. You should all be ready^ to
sacrifice your lives. You should all join
this movement enthusiastically. We are
33 crores. Let the Government use
Martial Law throughout India. How
many will it kill ? One crore may be
killed. We should not draw back from
the fight now at any cost. Government will
take out hundreds of Ordinances, but you
should not be afraid of them. My experience is that, man to man an Indian is
far superior to an Englishman in every
respect. In this movement there is God
on our side. Every nation in this world
has its eye on India's present struggle for
freedom. Every nation in the world hates
England, but some how they cannot do
without it. England is considered a first
class nation in the world ; it is all because
of India. If India is separated, then it will
become a third-class nation. You should
all take a vow that from henceforth you
will not purchase a single piece of foreign
cloth for a year. You should completely
boycott foreign cloth and all British made
articles. Only those articles which are not
obtainable in India, and which you find
most need, may be purchased. But they
should not be of British make. Prepare
and wear khaddar. If you cannot do this
get it done by your brothers who are
starving. If you all do this you will soon
get swaraj."

Prabhat jeris and other processions were taken out daily during the
week in Santa Cruz, Ghatkopar, Chembur, Bhandup, Kurla, Andheri,
Malad, Versowa and Bandra, as usual. They numbered
between
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8 and 50 and were largely composed of children. On August 10'
(Prisoners' Day), processions of about 200 strong were taken out in
Versowa, Malad, Chembur, Laxminagar and Santa Cruz. The procession
of the Swadeshi Match Factory at Ghatkopar on August 16 numbered
only 80. The dhwaja vandan ceremony was performed daily at
Ghatkopar by about 25 people.
Partial hartals were also observed on account of prisoners' day at ViUe
Parle, Santa Cruz, Kurla, Bandra and Khar, while complete hartals were
observed at Ghatkopar and Chembur. On August 11, another hartal
was observed at Chembur as a protest against the arrest of Narayan
Laxman Lad.
Except at Chembur there was no picketing at the liquor shops. This
week is known as Congress week, and the leaders and volunteers of the
Chhawani moved in different villages of the district and obtjained the
names of 288 men and 24 women as volunteers. These volunteers are
not for any active work, but have merely consented to manufacture yarn
for the Chhawani. Each one was persuaded to pay a fee of four annas;
thus Rs. 78 have been collected.
At Ghatkopar 100 people have registered their names as members of
the Congress and paid 4 annas. In addition 60 of them paid annas
2 monthly subscription. In all Rs. 32-8-0 were collected. From Mahul
5 persons and from Khar 60 persons have likewise registered their
names.
One A. J. Parab collected Rs.
Congress fund
August 11.
(3) Nasik, August 16.—Meetin
Date

Place

Audience

Remarks

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

8,000 to
10,000.

August 7 .,

Nasik

August 9 ..

Do.

August 10 ..

Do.

August 12 ..

Do.

August 13 ..

Trimbak

500

Congratulations to D. Y. Pingle on his arrest.

August 10 . .

Igatpuri

200

To congratulate prisoners who had been sent
to jail.

August 15 . .

Sinnar

500

Hoisting of the national flag on the Municipal
Office. It was not hoisted as Some people
opposed it.

August 12 . .

Yeola

800

To congratulate two released prisoners who
returned to Yeola.

August 10 .

Nandgaon .

300

August 14 . . Zodga,
Malegaon
taluka

..

300

To congratulate
R
.N. Gadre and
Dr. Khidilkar on their arrest and conviction.

•

•

5,000
•

•

..

•

•

Hoisting of the national flag at the Saraswat
temple.
To observe prisoners' day.

250

•

•

700 to 800

•

*

To congratulate Some 41 political prisoners
released from Nasik Central Prison.

To congratulate persons arrested in Bombay.
To congratulate Parashram Appa of Zodga
on his conviction.
4 ''

817
Date
(1)
August 15..

Place

Audience

(2)

(3)

Do.

August 10 .. Satana

Remarks
(4)

.. 700 to 800
.. 400

August 11..

Soundane, .. 700
Malegaon
taluka
August 6 .. Nampur .. 600

The present movement.

.. Prisoners' day.
.. Forest satyagraha.
.. To congratulate Gadre and Khadilkar on their
arrest.

August 16 .. Abhone, . . 5 0
..
Forest satyagraha.
Kalwan
taluka
During the week no reports have been received from any Sub-Inspector
oi any volunteers having arrived from outside the district. Within the
district volunteers continue to move about more especially in Baglan and
Kalwan talukas, interesting the people in the forest satyagraha and other
civil disobedience topics. There still appears to be a lot of interest
taken by the public especially in Baglan, Kalwan, Malegaon North,
Nandgaon and Yeola city in the movement. The fact that the mass
movement advertised for Kal'wan taluka on Augusjt 20 was put oif on
account of lack of leaders, is hopeful. Other communities do not appear
to have shown any interest.
In all, meetings numbering some 34 were reported, and it seems that
the movement still continues to show no sign of improvement. Other
smaller meetings also took place and have not been reported in detail.
A number of hartals occurred during the week and were partially
successful. Prisoners' day and the arrest of D. Y. Pingle were both
marked by a hartal in Nasik, but it was not so successful as usual.
On August 12, some 41 released civil disobedience prisoners from the
Central Prison were given a reception in the city, and one Kantilal
Gandhi said to be a grandson of M. K. Gandhi, hoisted a national flag
on the Bhadrakali Temple. The party left Nasik the same day for
Bombay. On the night of August 7 when the special train containing
the Nehrus passed through Igatpuri, a crowd of some 200 persons went
to the station to givu them a welcome, but they did not see the prisoners.
Liquor shop picketing has continued during the week at Pimpalggon
Baswant Yeola and Manmad, also at Wadner Bahiroba on bazaar days.
(4) East Khandesh, August 16.—13 meetings were held during the
week, of which the following are the more important : —
Date
Place
Audience
Remarks
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
7th August .. Chopda .. 300
.. Speaker was Dr. Sadashiv Shankar Kothari
who Was recently released from jail.
The meeting Was held to congratulate Malaviya
and others, to condemn police repressions
and to boycott Government servants.
*

8th August .. Erandol .. 300
A115-52-A.

.. To congratulate Malaviya and condemn the
repressive policy of Government,
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Date

(0

Place

Audience

Remarks

(2)

(3)

(4)

10th August . . Pachora

To congratulate the accused in the Sholapur
murder case whose sentences have been
confirmed by the High Court ; to congratulate the men of the Garhwali Regiment who
have been convicted ; and to register names
of volunteers for picketing.

150

Prabhat jeris continue to be taken out at various places in the district.
Flag processions are of daily occurrence in Shendurni. Processions in
honour of prisoners' day were taken out at Earndol, Pachora, Fattehpur,
Jalgaon and Raver on August 10. Other processions were held at
Erandol. 8th August 1930, conviction of Malaviya, etc., and Jalgaon
12th August 1930, mill-hands procession to rouse interest in the present
situation.
On August 8, hartal was observed at Amalner and Erandol on account
etc. On August 10 at Shendurni on
of the conviction of Malav
account of prisoners' day. At Pimprala on the same day on account of
the arrest of a local Marwadi under Section 117, I. P. G
[5) Poona, August 16.—Meetings held include the following:
Date

Place

Audience

Remarks

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

August 10

Shaniwar .
Wada,
Poona City

6,000

G. G. Pashankar presided. Dr. G. G. Palsiile
said that Government by jailing thousands
of Indian patriots had comoelled them to
observe Political Prisoners' Day that every
man was awakened and was prepared to go to
jail till Swaraj was obtained.
J
Father Elvin of the Christa Seva Sanghsaid
that Christ and Buddha had prevailed upon
the world by the force of their humanity and
love, as was being done by M. K. Gandhi,
Silent toleration of violence and exhibition
of brotherly affection would, he Said, automatically solve the problem of Swaraj. He
also quoted the example of a satyagrahi.
who hud gone to Sholapur. who had been
inhumanly beaten there and was lying sick
in a Bombay hospital and who, on being
interviewed by hiir, said not a word of hatred
against anybody. H. V. Tulpule asked
pec pie to become Congress members and
bring into operation the orders issued by
the Congress.
*

Pashankar asked the people to become
Congress members and hoist the flag at
De-hi as was done by the Marathas when
they hoisted the flae at Attock in days ot old
• " '

1

Verier Elvin, the scholar ecclesiastic philosopher was an admirer of Gandhiji and
Indian freedom struggle.

A-115—52-B,
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Date

Place

Audience

Remaiks

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

August 10 ..

Shaniwar ..
Wada,
Poona-City

4,000

August 10 ..

Shaniwar ..
Wada,
Poona-City

400

Do.

..

Do.

• . 500

..

G. A. Deshpande presided. R. G. Bhide
reminded the audience of the 15,000 prisoners
suffering jail for the freedom of India and
of the bad treatment given to prisoners in
Visapur Jail. He exhorted the audience to
break the unjust laws forced upon them
without their consent and to boycott foreign
goods at least for four months.
Inarrdar requested the people to carry out the
programme chalked out by the Congress
and to prepare for law-breaking.
Satyabhamabai reminded the audience of the
sacrifices made by Tatya Tope and the Queen
of Jhansi (Laxmibai) and asked them to be
prepared to sacrifice themselves for the
freedom of their mother land.
L. B. Regundewar again challenged the C. I. D.
officers to reform and not to apply any
section for dragging their brothers into jailHe criticised the treatment given to B and C
class prisoners in jail and asked the audience
not to care for their lives.
Y. K. GodSe said the present struggle must be
won even if they were required to lose their
heads.
Dr. Palsule spoke as in the above meeting.
Gore asked the citizens of Poona to keep up
the reputation of Poona b> enlisting 13,000
members for Congress.
G. A. Deshpande, continuing said that they
must pray God to put them all in jail or to
release all their jailed brothers.
The speakers (all women) mentioned the names
of Sarojini Naidu, Kamaladevi and other
women leaders who were rotting in jail for
the sake of their country, and said that they
also must be prepared to make any sacrifice
hereafter, and must boycott foreign goods.

..

Dadabhai Ardeshir presided.
Ambalal
Shah of the cantonment said that the Cantonment Satyagraha Mandal was ordered by the
Poona Satyagraha Mandal to take out a
procession, a Prabhat feri and to hold a
meeting at night in honour of the Political
Prisoners' day,
he then declared that
25-311 persons had been sent to jail from
different districts in connection with this
movement ; that they had done so for their
country and must be congratulated.
He
requested the audience to take part in the
programme of the Congress Committee.
#

*

#

G. A. Deshpande tried to remove the effect
of the last speaker's remarks about open
revolution, and said the people would be
given Some law-breaking programme in
about a fortnight, and volunteers would be
required to give effect to it.
Dadabhai Ardeshir requested the people to
stick to the Congress programme.

\
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Date

0)

Place

Audience

Remarks

(2)

(3)

(4)

I

August 11

August 12 .. Shivaji
Maadir,
Poona City

August 13 ..

Popatlal Shah and R. G. Bhidc requested
the audience to become Congress members.
L. B. Regundewar criticised the C. I. D.
reporters.

Reay Market, . 150
Poona City.

Do.

150

500

•

o

R, G. Pashankar (president) and R. G. Bhide
asked the people to become Congressmen
and use swadeshi articles. Swami Sachchitanand alias Brother Leonard Schiff of
the Christa Seva Sangh said that he liked
the principles of M. K. Gandhi. He referred to the Bund Gardens procession and
said that the throwing of stones and running
away by the public was most undesirable.
G. A. Deshpande reviewed the whole Congress
week and said that 9,000 persons had enrolled
as Congress members, out of which 2,000
were women;that the students had not shown
such a good response as only 200 of them
had enrolled.

Raja Bahadur Govindlal Shivlal reviewed the
movement in Poona. He criticised the
notices served on the cantonment cloth
merchants.
August. 14.• DwyerLane, .. 500 ,» Dadabhai Ardeshir, presided. The meeting
Poona
was held in connection
with the
Cantonment,
notices to cloth merchants of cantonment.
The speakers criticised the repressive policy
of Government in serving notices on the
cloth shopkeepers of Poona cantonment
area to open their shops.
(6) Sholapur, August 16.—Two meetings were reported during the week,
both at Pandharpur, on the 10th and 12th August, respectively. In Hie
former the chair was taken by Sarottam Rajhansa, a Brahmin volunteer
of Pandharpur. At this meeting Deorao Tukaram More is stated to have
said that his hearers should have nothing to do with the police and that
they should break all laws. An objectionablb speech was made at this
meeting by Vishwasrao Balwantrao Davre of Poona, who declared that
the present British Government consisted of rascals that they had
unjustly put prominent leaders in prison and that they had gagged the
newspapers. Unfortunately there was no one present at the meeting who
could take dov/n a clear report
Gurunath Appaji Kulkarni, a Brahmin student of Pandharpur, presided
over the second meeting. More, mentioned above, appealed to students
to hoist the national flag on the school building. He declared that the
British Government would have to be destroyed and called upon his
hearers to break the salt and forest laws and to boycott the police.
Note.—As More had been prominent of late and seemed to be growing
bolder as time passed and his utterances failed to bring retribution, he
was arrested on 13th August under Section 117, I. P. C , by the
Sub-Inspector. Pandharpur town. He was placed before the SubDivisional Magistrate, Pandharpur, the same day and after conviction
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sentenced to 1 year's rigorous imprisonment and Rs. 100 line or another
b months' rigorous imprisonment.
Flag processions were arranged in Pandharpur on the 9th, 10thf 12th
and 13 th.
The usual songs were sung on these occasions.
On 12th August some local leader^, took out a flag procession consisting
of youths and boys.
vSimilar processions were taken out in Karkamb of Pandharpur taluka.
On 10th August in connection with political prisoners' day a hartal was
observed in Pandharpur.
(7) Satara, August 9.—Although the number of civil disobedienc
meetings has this week dropped to 57 as against 70 in the week preceding,
the movement still continues to flourish in the district. Usual speeches
on breach of forest laws, spread of khaddar, boycott of foreign cloth, tea
and liquor and social boycott of police officers were delivered during
Ihese meetings. Several speakers strongly condemned Government for
their action in arresting Malaviya and others when peace parleys were
being held in the jail. The students were also urged at some places to
leave schools and join the movement. The speeches at some of these
meetings were of a most venomous nature and as usual open defiance of
law and order was preached.
(8) Ratnagiri, August 16.—In all 21 meetings were held during the
week. One of them was for the celebration of the death anniversary of
Nana Shankarshet at Ratnagiri. The remaining were in connection with
the present Civil Disobedience Movement. The following meetings are
mentioned as being of interest:
r*

Date

Place

Attendance

Remarks

0)

(2)

(3)

(4)

400
Shiroda,
Hindus.
policestation,
Vengurla
10th August . . Vengurla . . 500

5th August

8th August

Jaitapur,
policestation,
Rajapur

400
Hindus.

Principal speaker Atmaram Bhaskar Pandit.
People were asked not to be afraid of repression and to try to get independence at
any cost.
Principal
speaker
Mahadeo
Tukaram
Walawalkar said that Government has started
repression and are illireatmg the political
prisoners in Visapur Jail to such an extent
that when let out none of them should dare
to take to the movement again and court
jail.
Principal speaker Janardhan Murari said that
the reward for the sacrifice of lives in the
Great War by Indians was the Jallianwala
Baug and burden of taxes. He asked the
audience to boycott foreign goods, to use
khaddar and to abstain from drink.

(9) Kolaba, August 16.—There were 32 meetings, audiences up to 900.
Aij Uran, a Bombay speaker is occasionally imported, otherwise speakers
were local men. Speeches were on the usual topics.
1467. Forest Agitation.
(1) West Khandesh, August 16—On August 16 in a meeting a boy,
Subhan Totaram, aged about 12 or 13, preached the non-payment of the
grazing fee and land revenue.
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Some Muhammadans of Sindkheda have begun to take part in this
movement.
Mass forest satyagraha was organised at Ashtana, taluka Sakri, on
August 17. 8 to 10 thousand men and some women took part.
rjC

'•*

^

(2) Poona, August 16.—Mischief in, Poona district. One Ganesh
Vishnu Rawoot, Pardeshi of Otur, in taluka Junnar, displeased the
villagers by paying for a certain grazing area. They punished him by
invading his pastures with their cattle.
On 10th \eshwant Bhikaji Joshi, the Ghoda agitator, addressed 2,000
persons at Ghoda on, usual Congress lines. At the same meeting
Pandurang Ganesii Deshpande or Chinchodi village spoke guardedly
against tax-paying.
Tiie materials for a Police out-post at Ambegaon, the centre of the Koli
country, were looted on the night of 11th though some of them have since
been recovered. Popatial of Ambegaon is believed to be responsible. If
die materials are not given back in their entirety, it will be advisable to
post punitive Police on this village, which has a bad record in the past.
Three persons of Shinoii village, Peiha Ambegaon, who paid grazing
fees were punished by villagers destroying their crops to the extent of
Rs. 1,000. The sufferers are the Mulki and Police Patels of Shinoii and
one Tanaji Muktaji. Unfortunately the Police Patel of Shijnoli has been
suspended by Government lor not taking into his possession impounded
cattle. On 12th the muccadam and chowkidar of Military grass tarm at
Rase under Chakan Police-station were impounding cattle which had
trespassed in grass farm land, when the villagers rescued the cattle. The
Sub-Inspector is investigating and 13 of the rioters have been identified.
The police patel of Dingore, taluka Junnar, is being boycotted with a
view to make him resign. He wants Government to help him.
(3) Kolaba, August 16.—On 16th August there was a breach of the
forest laws at Tinvira (Alibag) when in the presence of about 200 villagers,
a bullock was garlanded and let loose in the forest. A branch of a tree
was broken off and a national flag hoisted. The two instigators
P. T. Vihari and PI. R. Patil were arrested on the spot.
1470. Prisoners' Day.
Poona, August 16.—On 10th there was fairly complete hartal, a
large procession, and a monster meeting for prisoners' day. The speakers
included Father Elvin of Chris-ta Seva Sangh, who praised and advocated
non-violence. A female named Satyabhamabai held up Tatya Tope and
the Queen of Jhansi as examples of patriotic sacrifice. One Regundewar
from Bombay spoke against the C.I.D. for getting people into jail. On
I lth there was another meeting in Reay Market but only 150 attended.
On 12ih there was a meeting at Shivaji M&ndir attended by 150.
Brother Leonard alias Swami Sachchifanad of Christa Seva Sangh
condemned both the stone throwing and tfie running away at Bund
Gardens. At the concluding meeting of the week on 13th, Raja Bahadur
Govindlal Shivlal of Poona Mill presided and G. A. Deshpande of

s.
\
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satyagraiia mandal summed up the progress made, namely, 9,020 new
Congress members of whom over 1,000 were women. The student-class
however had responded poorly, only 200 had enlisted. It was stated that
2,000 members had been enlisted in Poona Cantonment.
1471. Boycott Week.
Kolaba, August 16.—The week was observed as a Maharashtra
national week and in consequence was responsible for a certain amount
of activity on the part of the agitators. The 10th August was observed
as prisoners' day and hartals and precessions were general. Speeches
were many and were on the usual subjects from boycott of tea and liquor,
incitement to break the laws, and to drive out the British.
1474-B. Congress Affairs.
Kolaba, August 16.—It is reported that 2,000 people of Panvel have
become Congress members by paying 'their subscription of annas 4.
1475. Ville Parle Chhawani.
Bombay Suburban District August 16.—In the Ville Parle Chhawani
7 volunteers left on August 12 owing to quarrels, thus there were 56 men
and 13 women volunteers on the roll at the end of the week. The
leaders of the chhawani visited the Bombay Congress House daily. They
were also busy during the week endeavouring to procure the sufficient
quantity of yam.
The Congress Hospital
August 11.

at

Varsowa

was

taken back to Bombay on

1477. National Volunteers.
(1) Bombay Suburban District, August 16.—35 volunteers of the
Benares University came to Khar on August 13 and halted for the night
in the pavilion. They brought a band and flags with them. They went
to Bombay on the following morning. They did not appear to have come
for any particular purpose.
Two small meetings were held in Laxminagar at one of which the
speakers were Bengali students from the Benares University. Nothing
particular was mentioned in the speeches.
(2) East Khandesh, August 16.—Names of volunteers were taken at a
meeting in Pachora on August 10 but at present there is no picketing of
liquor shops anywhere in the district.
The liquor contractor at Bahadarpur had made an agreement with the
leaders of the village by which he was not to sell any liquor, but when
the Excise found that he had not held any sale for over three months,
he managed to sell about one gallon outside 4he village. When the
villagers heard about this, they boycotted him and as a result he
has had to return to his own village, as even his own relatives have
refused to have anything to do with him. Mischief has also been done
by boring a hole in a cask of liquor in his shop and so letting out about
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8 points. When he went to Raml'al Kalu Misar who is at present Dictator
of Bahadarpur, the latter asked him not to go to the Excise or to the
Police and he would see what he could do about the loss that he has
suffered. The contractor had to report the loss to the Excise, and thereby
the Police were also informed. It is now reported that Ramlal and two
Mulki Patels are at the bottom of this and that the Mamlatidar of Parola
has suspended these two Mulki Patels, and the next day a certain amount
of information was available.
(3) West Khandesh, August 16.—Volunteers went from house to house
in Dhulia and preached boycott of foreign goods and the use of swadeshi
products during the week.
1478. Hoisting of National Flag.
Saiara, August 16.—On 10th August 1930 the local Congressmen
arranged a procession with a view to hoisting a national flag on the Satara
city municipal office in defiance of the resolution passed by that body.
The processionists were held up near the municipal garden by the Police.
On receipt of information the District Superintendent of Police immediately proceeded to the scene with the District Magistrate and the mob
dispersed on finding that they would not be allowed to gain their object.
It was noticeable that several of the local pleaders had taken part in this
demonstration and had to great extent encouraged it. During the
demonstration a stone was thrown at the District Superintendent of Police
by an unknown person, which struck his hat.
5JC

*

#

J479-A. Swadeshi Propaganda.
Poona, August 16.—The Congress volunteers visited Police lines at
Lonavla on 25th July for khadi propaganda and refused to get out when
told to do so by the Head Constable.
They are being prosecuted for
trespass.
1482. Picketing of Schools and Colleges.
Foona, August 16.—On 13th Mrs. Y. Bhatt, Anandibai Joglekar,
Satyabhaniabai Kuvlekar, and about 10 more ladies of the spinning
association picketed Fergusson College main building from within college
gruonds. About 50 students raised a rumpus and the college had to
close down for the day. The next two days picketing continued but was
ineffective and on 15th was called off by G. A, Deshpande himself, the
president of the satyagraha mandal.
*

*

*
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1520. Civil Disobedience Movement, General Summary.
(1) Thana.—Week ending August 16. 5 meetings, audience over
1.000 at Bhivandi, August 10 (1,000), Shahapur, August 10 (2,000).
Wasudeo P. Acharya speaking on August 15 at Vada (audience 300),
said that the Russian example should be followed and Government driven
out.
Week ending August 23. 20 meetings, largest audience at Bhivandi,
August 17 (1,000).
horest satyagiaha has commenced between Thana and Belapur and it
is reported that preparations are being made to re-commence salt
satyagiaha at Bhayandar next month.
(2) Bandra.—August 16. 7 meetings, largest audience at Ghatkopar,
August 16 (1,500) Bandra, August 16 (800). Vithalbhai Patel and
Pandit Malaviya spoke at these two meetings. Hartals were observed at
several places on August 10 (Prisoners' Day).
(3) Nasik.—34 meetings, audiences over 1,000 at Nasik, August 7
(9,000) to congratulate R. H. Gadre and Dr. Khadiikar on their arrest
and conviction, August 10 (5,000) to observe political prisoners' day.
Agitation shows no signs of improvement
(4) East Khandesh.—13 meetings, audiences small.
(5) West Khandesh.—Mass forest satyagraha organised at Ashtana
(Sakri taluka) on August 17 when 10,000 men and women took part.
It is rumoured that there would be a repetition of this form of satyagraha
at Chhadewal-Korde, Dusana, Mhasdi and Kondaibari latjer on.
•W5

*W
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(6) Ahmednagar.—The Kolis and Thakurs of the Dangs have been
strongly infected and have been defiant of the Police. Grazing fees are
collected with the greatest difficulty even when armed Police are present.
Agitation is most active in Sangamner and Akola talukas and in a lesser
degree in Kopargaon and Rahuri. When the Sub-Inspector went to
Shamsherpur on August 12 to assist in collections and effect arrests he
found a defiant mob with one Shastri (further details of him not
available). The crowd later increased to 5,000 and were armed with axes,
scythes, etc., and the Police party had to retire. After this another
meeting was held by Shastri at which the Police and Revenue Patels and
Talathis were forced to resign. On August 14, a police party of 3 men
going on patrol towards Shenit village was driven away from Ambewangan
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and threatened by an apparently murderous party of 8 or 10 men. At
some places the floors of tempies and chavdis have been dug up to
prevent Government officials putting up in them.
The report oi: the District Superintendent of Police regarding incidents
in Akola taluka during the course of a march with 100 armed police on
August 22 is given, beiow. The Jungal Khobar continues to be issued at
Sangamner but its exact location has not been discovered. In Ahmednagar
itself the national hag parade and Gandhi Day meetings have been
attended by large audiences. 5,000 persons attended a meeting on
August 10 (Prisoners' Day). Picketing of the polling stations is
anticipated during the Council elections.
(7) Poona.—Week ending August 23. Forest agitation has been rife in
Saswad vicinity headed by two paid agitators, Kale and Desai of the
Poona satyagraha camp. One Nana Ramchandra Patel (Patil) and other
agitators from Satara district spoke at a meeting attended by 1,000 at
Waihe under Jejuri Police Station on August 22. Forest law breaking and
non-payment of land revenue was advocated.
The Tilak Smarak Mandir was raided on August 22 (date on which
Poona City Congress Committee, Satyagraha Mandal, etc., were declared
as unlawful associations by Bombay Government) 22 arrests were made,
including Mohanlal, the so-called chitnis of the mandal and Ghaisas,
editor of the Satyagraha Vartak (Varta) a poisonous cyclostyled bulletin.
Papers seized in the raid showed a close connection with H. V. Tulpule,
president of the Poona City Municipality, and he was arrested and has
been sentenced to 3 months' simple imprisonment and Rs. 500 fine.
Tulpule was invited by the District Magistrate to dissociate himself from
the Civil Disobedience Movement, but preferred to go to jail. V. B. Davre,
another violent speaker, was sentenced on August 20 to 5 months'
imprisonment and Rs. 500 fine for unlawful assembly and to one month's
imprisonment for incitement to resist the Police.
The missing materials for the Police out-post at Ambegaon were
recovered from, the river where they had been sunk in 20 feet water.
(8) ShoJapur.—August 16. Two meetings in Pandharpur city on
August 10 and 12. Prominent speakers Deorao Tukaram More and
Vishwasrao Balwantrao Davre (both spoke objection ably).
(9) Satara.—51 meetings. Agitation against forest laws has been
strenuously carried on and some of the speeches have been particularly
objectionable. Boycott of liquor and police and defiance of law also
advocated.
(10) Ratnagiri.—Week ending August 16. 21 meetings, 1 largest
attendance 500 at Vengurla on August 10.
1521. Agitation.
(1) Thana, August 23.—Meetings held include the following :—
Date
Place
Audience
.
Remarks
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
August 17 .. Thana ..
300 .. Miss Ida Dickinson and others spoke with
the object of inducing Christians to join the
movement by boycotting foreign goods
and enforcing prohibition.
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Date

Place

(1)

(2)

August 16

•

•

Audience

Remarks

(3)

(4)

140

Vrishabhbhai Mantri from Ville Parle Camp
said 1,500 men were required to break forest
laws.

..

1,000

Govind Maiaviya of Allahabad exhorted
Indians of all communities to work together
for swaraj. The British has engineered the
communal trouble between the Hindus and
Muhammadans, and would now have to
leave tne country if they united.

Turbhe,
Police
Station

Thana Mahal
August 17 . . Bhiwandi

Do,

Govind Maiaviya spoke as above and advised
others to follow tne example of leaders and
go to jail.

..

Padgha

..

300

August 20 . .

Bassein

..

300

Chhotalal Ramdas Shroff of Palghar spoke on
prohibition and swaaesni as means to stop
the income of Government.

August 19 . .

Dahanu

..

250

Protesting against those who attended a
meeting organised by Government.

August 17 , .

Umbergaon

300

Boycott of liquor, toduy and foreign goods.

•

*

(2) 1 nana. August 25.—No demonstrations took place at Kalyan or
Kasara when the special tram carrying the Nehrus from Poona stopped
there. Nine persons were convicted tor breaking the Magistrate's order
at Bassein and Bhayandar. Forest satyagraha agitation has commenced
between Thana and Belapur. Hartals were observed on August 23 on
account of the arrest of ADUI Kalam Azad. Nine volunteers joined during
the week. Rs. 21 were collected at meetings. 20 meetings were held,
the largest being at Bhivandi, with an audience of about 1,000.
v3) Bombay Suburban District, August 23.—The usual meetings were
held daily at Ville Parle throughout the week. The audience numbering
about 50 persons. The chief speakers were Abdulla Rahimtull'a and
Vrashabhdas Jaweri.
The speeches merely contained accounts of the working of the Chhawani
and statements to the effect that they wished to carry on the movement. Requests were also made for yarn to be brought to the Chhawani.
Rahimtulla on one occasion stated that he in consultation with the
Bombay leaders did not want peace but would prefer to die for the
country. He also made the following remarks on the acquittal of the
three volunteers who were sent up to the Sessions Court for trial under
Government does not care for the laws. One
Section 131, I. P. C. :
Court convicts the volunteers for distributing the leaflets among the Police
and Military whilst another Court acquits them. If we had taken part
in the trials of our leaders not a single man would have gone to jail but
as we are fighting for the truth we have nothing to do with Courts."
Meetings were held at Ghatkopar, Mahul (2), Mulund and Chembur.
Audiences between 20 and 200. The meeting at Ghatkopar was held by
processionists of the Swadeshi Match Factory.
The speeches at Mahul and Chembur consisted mostly in abuse of the
Police. Narayan, son of Gajanan, and Gopinath Haribhau Bhat, both of
tc
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exhorted
and not to allow them to have food and water, and are being prosecuted
under Ordinance No. V of 1930. Meetings were held at Andheri (2),
Versowa (2) and Ivialad (1). Audiences varied from 30 to 60, except on the
Gandhi and Janakibai Bajaj visited
and
Andheri when the audiences were 1,000 and 700,, respectively. The
t foreign goods, carry on the
speeches were all on the same lines
drink:
to women to picket liquor
shops.
carrying
Andheri
the movement. At the second r
of t^e Andheri Congress Committee the president, Motilal Karsandas
Parekh said that he had received two letters from the District Congress
The audiences, however,
Committee instructing him to r<
any
discussed the matter, and saidI tjhey would take no part
ended.
Prabhat feri processions were taken out daily during the week in
Vilie Parle, Santa Cruz, Ghatkopar, Chembur, Bhandup, Kurla, Andheri,
Malad, Versowa and Bandra.
They varied in number between 8 and 30, as usual. Other small
processions were taken out in various parts of the district. On 17th
instant, 18 Prabhat feris of Bombay, Bandra, Santa Cruz and Laxminagar,
consisting of 600 or 700 people, mostly women and children, met at
Laxminagar pavilion and bowed before the national flag. After singing
some songs
urned
On 'the same day at Ghatkopar the weekly procession of the Swadeshi
hands
100 people.
consisted
A hartal was observed on the 22nd at Versowa, Ghatkopar and Malad
on account of the arrest of Abul Kalam AzacL A hartal was also observed
anan
Acharya of Vadavli.
Except at Chembur there was no picketing at liquor shops.
There was one meeting in Bandra of about 100 women on the 22nd
instant. They were addressed by Mrs. Yashodabai Bhat and
Mrs. Kasturba Gandhi both of whom exhorted the women to join the
movement, boycott foreign goods and assist in picketing.
(4) Nasik, August 23.—Meetings held include the following :
Place
(2)
(1)
August 16 .. Nasik

Audience
(3)
400

National week.

August 17 ..

Do.

300

Rashtriya Saptah (week).

August 18..

Do.

600

Present situation.

August 19..

Do.

500

Condemnation of His Excellency the
Governor's visit.

4,000
400

Do.
Present movement.

Date

August 70 .,
Do.
August 19 ., Trirrbak

Remarks
(4)

829
Place
(2)

Audience
(3)

Date
(I)
August 21 . .

Trimbak

500

August 24 . .

Do.

300

Remarks
(4)
Liquor shop picketing at Trimbak.
•

•

To congLatulate the acting president of the
Congress, Abul Kalam AzadN on his arrest.

August 19

Vani

August 20
August 17 . .
August 18 ..

Do
Ghoti

..

400 to 500

Boycott of foreign gcods.
Appeal fvr a hartal to celebrate Gadre's arrest
He istir-g ol the nation al flag en Maruti temple

Do.

..

400 to 500

Forest

400 t<: 500

Hoisting of the national flag on the village gate.

3,000
250 to 300
300

The present irovemcnt.

August i7 ..
August 16 ..

Pimpalgaon
Ycola

August 20 . .

Manmad

August 15 ..
August 18 ..

Malegaon
Gilane,
Malegaon

August 18 ..

Do.

August 19 ..
August 20 . .

Do
Satana

300

•

•

Do.
Do.
Boycott ol liquor, tea, etc.

350 to 400
50 to 60 ..
500
800

•

satyagraha in Kalvvan taluka.

•

Do.
Present movement.
Congratulations to persons convicted by the
Sub-Divisional Magistrate.

400
August 21 . .
Do.
Khaddar.
August 17 . • Kanashi,Kal- 500 to 600 Forest satvagraha.
wan taluka
August 18 .. Remeshwar, . . 150 to 200
Do
Kalwan
taluka
of
500 to 600 Boycott
foreign cloth and
August 22 . . Abhone,
Satyagraha.
Kalwan
taluka

Forest

Since the close of the week Bhagappa Vithobappa Gulve and
Ramchandra Bhikaji Mahajan, both of Nasik, presided and secretary,
respectively of the Kayadebhang Mandal, Nasik, were prosecuted
under Section 17 (2) of the Criminal Amendment Act and convicted and
sentenced to 4 months' rigorous imprisonment and a fine of Rs. 200 and
to 3 months' rigorous imprisonment, respectively. No outstanding leaders
now remain in Nasik itself, but it is probable that the places of the above
will be taken by others. In the district Dr. Bhutekar continues to pay
attention to Nandgaon and Yeola talukas.
In all some 28 meetings of any importance were held during the week;
enerally speaking they were not so well attended as in previous weeks.
In connection with the Governor's visit on August 20, there was a fairly
large procession and a demonstration on the Station Road on the day
of His Excellency's arrival, with black flags, to> show disapprobation of
his visit; but after that no other procession marked his visit, and no one
interfered with the various functions.
(5) West Khandesh, August 23.—23 meetings were reported for the
week.
A procession was taken out on August 16 at Warwada, Sindkheda
Police Station, to honour Mahadeo Sadoo Wanjari who had been arrested
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under Section 117, I. P. C. and was on bail. He was taken ini procession on horse back with a wreath of flowers on his head like a
bridegroom.
•

*

Muhammadans of Sindkheda
Sindkheda
have joined it.
The movement in Dhulia was waning during the last month or two,
but since the sentence of whipping was passed by the Sub-Divisional
Magistrate and the application of the various ordinances and arrests
thereunder, the movement has revived again.
have become
Attendances at meetings have increased ;
/•
numerous, and the general attitude of the public has become more
hostile.
Meetings held include the following

August 14 ..

Place
(2)
Shirpur

August 15 . .

Do.

August 16 .

Do

August 19 .

Do

Date

(0

Remarks
(4)
Tarachand Bhagwan, volunteer, Spoke on
boycott of foreign goods and said people
should not fear the
poli
He also
spoke on breaking the laws.

Attendance
(3)
2,000

• v

1,000

•

1,000

•

A volunteer spoke on boycott of foreign goods,
the use of khaddar and non-payment of land
revenue.
•

1,000

•

Narayan Hiraman and Shankar Sadashiv,
volunteers, spoke on the breaking of laws,
and on rot fearing the Police, who were
slaves. Action has been taken tinder section 117, I. P. C. against the speakers.
Tarachand Balmukund,
volunteer,
and
Shankar Jcthasa told the people to use
khaddar.

(6) East Khandesh, August 23.—11 meetings
of which the following are important: —

were held in the district

Date

Place

Attendance

Rerrarks

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

17th August .. Jalgaon

..

2,000

Shripat Keshav Pathak, Chairman of the
Municipal School Board, presided. It was
„_.
called to congratulate Deokinandan Narayan
on his release from jail after his conviction
under the Salt Act. One V. T. Kelkar made
a very violent speech.

21 st Augur t . . Jalgaon

..

2.000

To congratulate Maganlal Nagindas of Chopda
on his release
from
jail.
Deokinandan
J
Narayar: also Spoke and said that the two
mills in Jalgaon have been cheating the public
by selling it mill khaddar
fraudulently
stamped as fine Swadeshi khadi.
He
appealed to the public to buy pure handspun and hand-woven khaddar and condemned the action of the mill agents.

Congress leader of Jalgaon.

831
Date

0)
19th August

Place
(2)
Save, a

18th August .. Chopda

Attendance
(3)
.

500

2,000

Remarks
(4)

Rajeshwar Balkrishna, a Brahmin of Bombay,
exhorted the audience to defy the forest
laws and to boycott foreign goods. He
has been arrested and sent up under Section
117, 1. P. C. After his arrest the crowd became out of hand and had to be dispersed
with fo rce.
To congratulate Maganlal Nagindas on his
release from jail after his conviction under
the Salt Act.

Note.—There were two meetings held ostensibly for the municipal
elections, at Bhusawal in which the speakers were all political agitators
such as Risbud, Kanade, Murlidhar, Dastane, etc., in which the speeches
were also on political lines. The District Superintendent of Police
learns tliat the non-co-operators have had a set-back in this election as
the Government have now got a majority of 18 to 9, while in the recently
dissolved committee these numbers were reversed.
Prabhat jeris and flag processions continue to be taken out at various
places in the district.
On August 16, there was a procession at Shendurni in honour of the
acquittal on appeal of Dr. Nilkanth Ganesh Sane of Shendurni by the
Sessions Judge.
On August 18 there was a procession in honour of the release of
Maganlal Nagindas if Chopda, at Amalner and at Chopda, on his arrival

there.
(7) Ahmednagar, August 9.—At Ahmedna
on August 3 the flag
service was attended by about 350. Later a procession of 2,000
( 100 women) went through the city and hartal was observed by all
Hindu merchants and hotel-keepers. In the evening a meeting of 5,000
(200 women) was held. This was in connection with the arrest of
Vallabhbhai Patel. Another meeting was held on August 5, Gandhi day,
audience 1,500 (150 women). A point was made in the speech that
the families of Government servants were not themselves Government
servants and should not be slaves.
Partial hartal was observed on August 3 in Ahmednagar Camp and
a procession of 300 taken out. A meeting was badly attended.
The principal meetings held in the district elsewhere are summarised
below r e place
Shrigonda on August 5
Sonai on August 3, 4, 5 and 6
Pathardi on August 3 and 4
Dahigaon Gule on August 4
Shevgaon on August 4
Karadgaon on August 5
Deolali
Taklirriya
(Also hartal and flag procession on August 3)
Kopargaon
Belapur on August 1, 2, 5, 6 and 7

Aud'ence
•

«

450
2,000
400—500
2,500
500
300
300 and 500
500
1,000
700
300—500
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The principal subjects at the above meetings, apart from the arrest of
leaders, were to break the laws, not to pay grazing fees, land revenue,
boycott foreign goods, Government servants, the Collector's darbar and the
Council and Assembly elections. At Nevasa the theory was propounded
that if foreign goods were boycotted the treasury would be emptied, and
Government servants would not get their pay and would consequently
resign.
(8) Ahmednagar, August 16.—No enthusiasm except in Sangamner and
Akola talukas, and to a lesser degree in, Kopargaon and Rahuri taluka.
(9) Poona, August 23.—The following meetings were held in Poona
City and Cantonment during the week :
Attendance
Place
(3)
(2)
0)
17th August . . Dwyer Lane .. 200
Date

20th August . . Tilak Mandir- -. 300

21st August.. Tilak Mandir .. 300

21st August.. Dwyer Lane . . 500

22nd August.. Shivaji
Mandir

700

•

•

Remarks
(4)
This meeting was called to observe students'
day in honour of the students of the Camp
Education Society's High School for raising a
national flag on it, but no student turned up
at the meeting. The speakers condemned the
merchants for their cowardly behaviour in
reopening their shops.
The speakers were a batch of 17 volunteers
from the Benares Hindu University. Laxman
appealed to the Poora college students to
throw off their present apathy and to take
part in the present struggle.
Conviction of Benares students.
V. A. Sundaram congratulated his 11 volunteers
on their conviction for breaking the order
under Section 144, C. P. C. but regretted
that their blood was not shed on Poona
ground by receiving lathi blows. He said
that they were the strict followers of Bhagatsingh and would do any sacrifice for the
emancipation of India.
Conviction cf Benares strdent*. Dr. Mala
Devi blamed the Poona people for keeping
quiet when persons from outside were coming
to Poona and breaking the order under
Section 144, C P. C She asked them to
break all the repressive laws of the Government. Chandula! explained that it was
their duty to help the students from Benares.
This meeting was called to protest against the
action of Poona Police in raiding the satyagraha mandal and arresting the inmates.
Sundaram and Phadke condemned the
Government of their repressive attitude
in declaring the Congress Committee and
war council as illegal associations. They
also urged the students to suspend their
studies as the time had come to work.
Pandit asked the students tc leave college
because of blows received by the Principal
Sabnis of S. P. College, to vindicate his
honour. R. B. Chikkerur gave short account
of forest satyagraha at different places and
said that this form of satyagraha should be
done
everywhere and the Government
should be made restless. Khare said that
the Police should be boycotted as they were
instrumental in supplying all the information*
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Date

Place

Attendance

Remarks

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

23rd August .. Shivaji
Maadir

..

150

..

D. O. Pandit Said that he had got only 60
youth guards and if he could get 1000, he
would rake up a constructive programme. He
requested the students to enlist their names
witn Hazarnis. R. B. Chikkerur said that
they would start a British Mis-rule week
from Monday next.

As a result of the conviction of 16 villagers of Chandus in Khed
taluka, G. A. Deshpande and Bhave, heads of the Satyagraha Mandal
Camp in Poena have set out on a tour of lecturing in Khed, Manchar,
Choda, Ambegaon, etc., professedly to exhort the country people not to
assault Government servants but to carry on the movement non-violfently
and to join the Congress. Some persons of the vicinity were convicted
by Junnar Mamlatdar on complaint of Forest officials during the week,
and two children were fined and jailed for non-payment. It was reported
that this had caused bad feeling and a meeting was to be held on
Government land. It appears that before the meeting 'the children were
released and instead of anti-Government speeches being delivered certain
village leaders advocated payment of grazing fees. Two Hindu processions at Talegaon Dabhade, one on August 22 and one on 24, passed the
mosque without incident.
(10) Poona, August 23.—Agitation has been rife in the vicinity of Saswad
and has been headed by two paid agitators, Kale and Desai of the Poona
Satyagraha Camp, who are reported to be financed by disaffected
Marwaris in Saswad town and who put up at the Saswad Marwar
Dharamsala. Kale, as above noted, got 6 months' on August 21 from
Sub-Divisional Magistrate, Eastern. The same day there was a Bania
hartal in Saswad and meetings at Saswad and Diva, at which Balkrishna
Desai of Ratnagiri advocated non-payment of
taxes. Action is
being taken.
On August 22, there was a meeting of 1,000 at Walhe under Jejuri
Police Station presided over by Manikchand Tuljaram Gujjar. It was
announced that a noted agitator of Satara district by name Nana Patel
would speak and Rs. 25 were collected. In fact three Satara speakers,
Nana Ramchandra Patel and Krishna Tukaram, Doctor, both of village
Rethare and Ramchandra Rakhmaji Jadhav of village Lonand, addressed
the meeting. Nana Patel advocated forest law breaking and non-payment
of land revenue. Manikchand Tuljaram Gujjar, the president, also
advocated non-payment of land assessment. For this he was arrested on
the night of August 23 and was being brought to Poona, when he
absconded in the dark and got away. There are now two charges against
him.
On August 19, a complaint under Section 124-A T. P. C. (Sedition), was
lodged with Government sanction against Shankar Balwantrao Baravkar
of Varwand in the Dhond Peta for publishing a book af 'Sedition verse,
A-115—53-A.
r
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August 23.—There were no meetings
the week.. At Pandharpur on August 17, in the evening
sion, consisting for the most part of some 8 bo|ys aged about 10, took
round a national flag.
1522. Forest Agitation.
(1) Nasik, August 23.—During the week no reports of any outside
volunteers having arrived in the district have been received. The SubInspector, Ghoti, reports that some five volunteers of that place left Ghoti
on August 18 to take part in the proposed Kalwan mass satyagraha which
was advertised to take place on August 20 at Saptashring. The show,
however, was cancelled at the last moment. The Sub-Inspector, Sinnar,
also reports the departure of one volunteer for the same affair. Most of
the volunteers now appear to be wandering about in the villages, especially
in Baglan and Kalwan talukas, trying to incite villagers to take part in
the forest satyagraha and not to pay grazing fees.
—Collection of grazing fees received a settruculent
effe
Shastri of any importance.
On August 12 the Sub-Inspector, Akola
collections and to effect* arrests. He found a meeting, called by Shastri,
in progress, attended by about 2,000 to 3,000. On hearing of the
approach of the Police, Shastri was carried off by his followers ; he is
reported to have a constant bodyguard of 200 or 250 Kolis. The
Sub-Inspector called some of the leading villagers and was talking to
them about grazing fees, when a mob estimated at 5,000, many of them
from the neighbouring Nasik villages, armed with axes, scythes, etc.,
collected, apparently thinking that some arrests had been made. The
Police party had to retire. After their departure another meeting was
held bv Shastri, at which the Police and Revenue Patils and Talathis were
forced to resign.
The present leader of the Sangamner Chhawani, Chaudhari, and 14 other
volunteers, were arrested on August 14 and have been convicted, also the
ostensible editor of the Jungle Khobar.
< Lalji Pendse, who had on two previous occasions made objectionable
speeches at Sangamner and then bolted, was reported to be coming to
Sangamner ; Bombay was asked to intercept and arrest him ; he has
been convicted.
The demonstration on August 17 appear to have been a poor show.
The procedure was much the same as on the previous occasion. The
only big gatherings appear to have been at Ashvi and Chandnapuri in
Sangamner taluka and at Shamsherpur in Akola taluka, where the gatherings are reported to have numbered 2,000, 700 and 2,500 ; at Shamsherpur
only a meeting was held and no demonstration of forest satyagraha was
made. At other places demonstrations were insignificant or a total
failure. At Nimbgaon in Sangamner taluka, where the villagers of
Pemgiri and Javle Baleshvar wanted to make a demonstration the
villagers told the would-be orgnisers to clear out or they would report
them.
< )
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Wild stories were reported from Shamsherpur of threats on the part of
the Kolis to burn the Police out-post there, and the kacheri at Akola ; on
the other hand Sant, a volunteer, is reported to have rebuked the meeting
there for their violent attitude when the Sub-Inspector, Akola, had
gone there.
Three Patils have withdrawn their resignations.
Sardar S. B. Thorat, M. L. C , rendered valuable help in preventing the
demonstrations in Sangamner taluka being more successful.
Three Policemen of Rajur Police-station who had gone on patrol
towards Shenit on August 14 were driven away from Ambewangan and
told to go to Ladgaon ; there they found the tempile dug up and the
police Patil socially boycotted and afraid to help them ; some 8 or 10 men
from Ambewangan came with apparent murderous intent and the Police
had to tuke refuge with a Mahar, who harboured them and sent the
J
assailants on a wild goose chase to Shenit, whrle the Police effected the r
escape to Rajur. An offence has been registered.
The forest satyagraha is still well supported in Sangamner and Akola
talukas ; social boycott and non-payment of grazing fees is receiving
considerable support in Kopargaon and Rahuri talukas.
*

*

*

Leaders in Ahmednagar are much upset at the thought that all Congress
Committees have been declared unlawful. The satyagraha mandal board
was removed from the satyagraha office, and even the board of a Hind
Sevika Sangh was removed from the house of Keshav Ramchandra Garud,
pleader, who had started the institution.
Picketing of the polling stations is anticipated.
In Ahmednagar camp signatures were solicited for a petition for mercy
for the Sholapur accused, and processions for released convicts were
laken out.
The chief meetings were those held at:
- —

^

^

—

^ W

^ P ^

w

#

Place

Date

Audience

(1)

(2)

(3)

Sarola-Kasar, Ahmednagar
Deolali, Rahuri
Pathardi
Kopargaon
.,
..

.. August 18 ..
August 8 and 10
August 18,19, 21
.. August 13 ..

..
..
..
,.

300
400 to 500
400
500
-

On August 19, the Circle Inspector and Talathi put some cattlte in the
pound at Tondoli, Shevgaon taluka, as they were being graztd without
payment of fees. The next day Murlidhar Narayan Dongre of Kopargaon
and Shivnarayan Hanmantram of Sonai released the cattle without paying
fees. A case has been sent up.
Grass obtained at the forest satyagraha demonstration at Ashvi on
August 17 or, at any rate, claimed to have been so obtained was
sold at Rahata on the same day for Rs. 12-7-3 by Kishorilal Hiralal. The
amount is to be sent to the Congress Committee, Ahmednagar.

•
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(3) Kolaba, August 23—.The week has been noteworthy for 6 outbreaks of
forest satyagraha at different villages in the Alibag taluka. In no case
was there wanton destruction but several hundned villagers attended on
each occasion. The leaders were arrested. It is obvious that the movement had taken a firm hold on the Agris of the taluka. There is no
other instance in the district of the movement having taken practical form,
but -ithe popularity of the movement appears to be undiminished.
There were 23 meetings, a reduction which does not indicate any
decrease in the agitation. Speakers were petty local men except in one
or two cases at Panvel and Uran, where they were outside men of no
particular importance. Audiences at forest satyagraha meetings were up
to 600 or 700, otherwise up to 200.
1523. Students and Politics.
Poona, August 23.—17 renegade Benares University students headed by
one Sundaram who styles himself their dictator arrrived at Satyagraha
Camp on August 19 and incited local students to defy 144 order against
political demonstrations (in Cantonment. None responded but on August
21, 11 of the Benares gang were found by Cantonment Police proceeding
in procession with flags in Elphinstone Road. They were placed before
Sub-Divisional Magistrate who gave them 4 months' each under 188,
T. P. C. Dictator Sundaram the same night held a meeting of student^
largely of the New Poona College and tried to get a following to repeat
the defiance performance but none offered himself. On August 22 and 23,
the remaining Benares students held meetings to get Poona students to
abandon their studies and take up anti-Government propaganda.
1524. Declaration of Congress Committee, Satyagraha Mandal Unlawful
Societies.
Poona, August 23.—On August 22, Bombay Government Gazette was
received with Notification of Poona City Congress Committee, Satyagraha
Mandal, etc., as unlawful associations under Criminal Law Amendment
Act, 1908. The same day at 1 p.m. Tilak Smarak Mandir was raided,
papers were seized showing close connection of Tulpule, Municipal
President and City Congress Committee, with Satyagraha Mandal, and
22 arrests were made including V. V. Gokhale who delivered a very
seditious speech in Cantonment last week, and one Mohanlal. so-called
Mandal
one Ghaisas, editor of Satyagraha Warta, an.
unauthorised and very poisonous cyclostyled Bulletin. These persons
were placed before the District Magistrate the same evening who released
1! unimportant members and remanded 11"'to jail for a week. V. V.
Gokhale wanted all to be convicted out of hand. H. V. Tulpule was
arrested on August 22 and placed before District Magistrate who remanded
him till Monday 25th. He has since been sentenced to 3 months and
Rs. 500 or 1 month more. The Bar Association pleaded that he had
done nothing since the notification and District Magistrate then invited
him to dissociate himself from the law-breaking movement but he
declined, preferring to go to jail.
Natwar Shah, a Gujarafhi clerk of Panchgani Motor Service and
Satyagraha Mandal dictator in cantonment, was arrested by Cantonment
-

•
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Police Inspector on August 22. It was immediately announced that his
brother Rahman Shah had succeeded him as dictator but Rahman Shah
has since spent a good deal of energy in publicly denying the
imputation; ;Among
visitors
at
satyagraha
mandal
camp
on
August 22 (but not arrested), were three Benares University youths, three
new arrivals from Sholapur Congress Committee,
and a woman,
Di. Mula Devi, who alleged, she came from Jaipur.
1526. Congress Affairs.
Ratnagiri, August 23.—The Rajapur Taluka Congress Committee
has changed its designation to Independence Association. Not accepting
the new designation, the following five members have resigned:
Ramkrishna Anant Sakhalkar, Vishnu Ramchandra Pire, Rajaram
Damodar Kinare, Shrikrishna Vithal Bhagwat and Vinayak Sakharam
Sarhol, all pleaders.
1529. Ville Parle Chhawani.
-

Bombay Suburban District, August 23.—Regarding the Ville Parle
Chhawani, five volunteers cleared otf back to Bombay for good, one volunteer went to Thana as an instructor to the Udyog Mandir, three
volunteers acquitted by the Sessions in the case under Section 131,
I.P.C., returned to tjhe Chhawani. At the £nd of the week there were 53
men and 13 women volunteers on the roll.
On the 17th instant the wanar sena under Abdulla Rahimtulla brought
salt water into the Chhawani.
On the 22nd instant all work in the Chhawani was stopped on account
of the arrest of Abul Kalfcim Azad. Volunteers were sent into Ville Parle
and Santa Cruz: to request shopkeepers to observe hartal but none would
comply.
|
Spinning and weaving was carried on vigorously in the Chhawani.
The total number of volunteers including women who have enlisted for
giving yarn to the Chhawani in 396. So far, however, no one has given
any yarn to the Chhawani. It appears that people give their names and
annas 4 so that they should not be bothered again.
i

•
.

*

*
i

r
*

on the 22nd and 16 of the
A seva ddl was started
mates have joined it un<
During the week one Popatlal Virmal, Marwadi of Kalbadevi Road,
Bombay, gave Rs. 101 to the Chhawani.
V

1531. Hoisting of National Flag.
(1) Ahmednagar, August 16.—The flag service on August 10 was
attended by 300. In the evening a procession of 3,000 (200 women)
followed by a meeting of 5,000 (300 women) to congratulate returned
prisoners. Such processions, on a less impressive scale, were taken out
on other days to welcome returned prisoners. With few [exceptions such
ex-convicts do not appear to be taking any further part in the
movement.
•

t •

*
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Ahmednagar, August 23.—Only 150 attended the flag ceremony on
August 17.
(2) Ratnagiri, August 23.—At Redi on August 15, the national flag was
hoisted on the school. At Dapoli on August 13, a similar flag was hoisted
on the girls school when the school was closed, and similarly at
Shiroda on August 11. At Chiplun, according to the resolution passed
by the municipality, a flag was hoisted on the municipal office'on
August 17.
The Congreess members complain that the movement does not gain
strength because Government does not take any action against fhem tor
breaking the laws.
1533. Swadeshi Propaganda.
*

*

*

Ratnagiri, August 23.—At Bankot on August 12, a meeting of 32
merchants formed an association with the following working committee: —
Tribhuwan Dhaneshwar Gujar of Bankot, president, Lalji Mansharam
Gujar of Bag-Mandla, vice-president, Purushottam Waman Karmarkar of
V>esvi, secretary and ten members.
It was resolved not to order foreign goods for one year, and the
working committee should arrange to meet once in three months to
survey the situation. The breakers of the conditions are to be fined
Rs. 51.
At Deogad, on August 17, a similar meeting of the merchants of
Deogad was called in the house of Bhaskar Janardan Gogate, but the
meeting did not come to any definite conclusion, and it was decided
that the merchants of Kanakavli and Phonda should be invited and
another meeting convened. In this meeting it was proposed that an
undertaking should be given by the merchantsi not to bring foreign
goods. As the merchants could not give the undertaking, the meeting was
dissolved. So also at Rajaput, a meeting was convened in the house of
Bhikaji Vithal Borwankar. About 30 merchants were present. The
meeting ended without any agreement being arrived at. This also caused
a split among the various merchants.
At Malwan on August 19, about 20 merchants resolved not to bring in
foreign goods. All the goods received were allowed to be iinspected by
the volunteers, and if they were foreign goods they were to be sealed
and kept in the custody of the merchants themselves.
1534. Temperance Propaganda.
(1) 5. B.9 Bombay Presidency, Poona, August 30.—Picketing of liquor
shops is mentioned in the diaries received from the following district^
Bandra (Chembur), Nasik (at 6 places), Ahmednagar (Pathardi and
Kopargaon).
*

*

(2) Thana, Auguist 23.—Picketing continued at Bhayanadar,
Dahanu and Kalyan and stopped at Padgha on August 18.

Virar,
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Picketers were present at Government propaganda meetings! at
Uinbergaon, Dahanu and Palghar.
(3) Nasik. August 23.—Liquor shop picketing continued at Chandor,
Vadner Bahiroba, Kalwan, Manmad and Yeoda and has been started at
Trimbak. Generally speaking interest in the movement is still considerable,
especially in Kalwan, Baglan, Nandgaon and Yeola.
(4) East Khandesh, August 23.—There is no picketing but the caste
panchayats that have been brought into being to put down liquor drinking are very strict
(5) Ahmednagar, August 16.—Picketing of liquor shops continue at
Pathardi and Kopargaon.
(6) Ratnagiri, August 23.—Malwan liquor shops were picketed till
August 20, after which the picketing stopped. Toddy tree-booths near
and about Malwan are being picketed since August 14, but it has no
effect on the sales. At Khed, picketers still! continue to sit in neighbouring houses to observe who visit the liquor shops, but this is also much
on the wane. At Mithbav on August 17, Aba Nadkaroi, Sambhu Arjun
Birke and Apte, volunteers, advised the Mahars to abstain from drink,
and wanted them to give such an undertaking but they refused to do so.
1535. Posters, pamphlets, leaflets and unauthorized newspapers.
(1) West Khandesh, August 23.—Shanti Yuddha leaflets are being
stuck up either to a wall or on posts in Dhulia and are being removed.
The City Magistrate is taking action.
(2) Ahmednagar, August 23.—The Jungle Khabar continues to issue
at Sangamner under the editorship of Babulal Gujarathi. There are
four men of this name in Sangamner.
(3) Poona, August 23.—On August 20, 70 copies of Satyagraha Warta
were seized from Shantaram Jagannath Karnik and on August 22, 16, 15,
and 53 copies respectively from V. Y. Deokar, R. S. Nakate and B. G.
Mahajani, all of the camp.
*

*

I
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1569. Civil Disobedience Movement, General Summary.
(1) Thana,—Week ending August 30. 27 meetings largest audience
600. Some Police Patels in Dahanu taluka are reported to have resigned.
(2) Bandra.—Wcek ending August 23. Daily meetings at Ville Parle,
Ghatkopar, Chemfaur. etc. Audiences at Versova and Andheri were 1,000
*
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and 700, respectively on August 20 when Kasturba Gandhi and Janakibai
Bajaj visited the places.
(3) Mwifc.—Week ending August 23, 28 meetings, audiences over 1,000
at Nasik, August 20 (4,000) to show disapprobation of His Excellency
the Governor's visit; Yeola, August 16 (3,000). Bhutekar is active in
forest satyagraha in Nandgaon and Yeola talukas.
(4) West Khandesh.—23 meetings, largest audiences were all in
Shirpur, August 14 (2,000), August 15 (1,000), August 16 (1,000) and
August 19 (1,000),
(5) East Khandesh.—Week ending August 23, 11 meetings, attendances
over 1,000 at Jalgaon, August 17 (2,000), August 21 (2,000), Chopda
August 18 (2,000). Prdbhat feris and other processions are the usual
features of agitation.
(6) Ahmednagar.—Week ending August 30. The villagers in forest area
remain truculent but the District Superintendent of Police considers that
there is reason to hope that the forest satyagraha is being broken in
Sangamner aad Akola talukas. Outside this area Kopargaon and
Rahuri talukas are most troublesome. There was enthusiasm at meetings
on account of the arrest of members of the Congress Working Committee.
Volunteers from outside including some from Bombay and Benares
appear to have played a leading part in inciting the villagers. The raids
appear to have had a wholesome effect.
(7j Poona.—Week ending August 30, 15 meetings. Only two in Poona
with an attendance over 1,000 on August 29 and 30. The Youth League
under D. G. Pandit, self-styled dictator and K. M. Phadke, Joint Secretary
of the Bombay Presidency Youth League, has been keeping up continuous
propaganda since August 25 under the title of British Mis-rule Week, each
day being given an anti-Government title such as Jail Brutality Day,
Starvation Day, Over Taxation Day, etc. Phadke appears to be a man
of extreme and dangerous views. A Merchants' Association has been
established by 45 merchants on August 29 to carry on Congress work in
Poona. The subscription is fixed at Rs. 3 and Ambalal Shah, president
of the Swadeshi Pracharak Committee, is taking the lead in it. It is likely
that Poona city processions will be organised in the name of the
Merchants' Association, since the Congress Committee has been declared
an unlawful association.
(8) Sholapur—Week ending August 23. Small procession at Pandhar*
pur on August 17 in which the National Flag was taken in procession.
(9) Satara.—Week ending August 23. 59 meetings. Agitation is active.
Some of the speeches are of an inflammatory nature. There have
been cases of open defiance of forest laws. In one the villagers allowed
their cattle to graze in the reserved forest area. In the other, the forest
guard was assaulted when he was taking cattle to impound them.
Cyclostyled Congress Bulletins are reported to have been distributed in
Satara. The villagers of Ashta hoisted a national flag on municipal
ground in defiance of an order issued by the First Class Magistrate,
Valva, under Section 42, District Police Act.
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(10) Ratnagiri.—Week ending August 23, 19 meetings. Processions
and hartals helped to stimulate the agitation.
(11) Kolaba.—Week ending August 23. Forest satyagraha movement
has taken a firm hold, on the Agris of Alibag taluka. Twenty-two
meetings in the district.
1570. Agitation.
(1) Thana, August 30.—Hartals were observed generally on account, of
the arrest of the members of the AH-India Congress Committee.
An armed party has been posted to guard the Excise warehouse at
Kalyan, Dahanu taluka, as stones were thrown there and there is danger
of a attack being made.
A minor disturbance, shouting and abusing, occurred at Satpati during
the visit of two Government officers in connection with light houses.
Twenty seven meetings took place during the week, and propaganda in
connection with prohibition and boycott of foreign goods continues
unabated. The largest meetings were at Viada and Bulsar, where the
audiences were about 600. At a meeting at Kalyan the audience was
400 and at one in Bassein 300. At all the others less than 300 persons
were present. Kasturba Gandhi of Ahmedabad, Kaveribai Chaudharji of
Bombay, Janakibai Jamnalal Bajaj of Kurla spoke at some of the meetings.
*

(2) Bombay Suburban District, August 30.—The usual meetings were
held daily throughout the week. The audiences were between 50 to 100,
except on August 27 when 300 people were present to hear P. C. Ray.
The other speakers ait this meeting were Abdulla Rahimtulla, Vrashabhadas
Jaweri, Balwant Dattatraya Phansalkar and Janakibai Bajaj. All the
speeches were exhortations to carry on ithe movement and to encourage
khaddar and spinning. Government! was doing its best to suppress the
movement, but all should fight until swaraj was obtained.
Three meetings were held in Bandra and two in Laxminagar, Bandra
taluka. One of the meetings in Bandra was addressed by Mrs. S. S. Naik
and the other by S. S. Naik. At one the audience consisted of
100 women and at the other some 200 men, women and children. The
audience in each case were exhorted to spin yarn and use khaddar,
and to take part in the present movement. The third meeting in Bandra
was addressed by P. C. Ray and was presided over by K. Natrajan.
Ray's speech was an exhortation to all to take part in the present movement. At Laxminagar, the meeting which consisted of 25 people, was
addressed on August 24 by V. A. Sundaram of Benares University
who read extracts from the Patel Committee Report. At the other
meeting at Laxminagar on August) 26, which was presided over by
I. P. Menon, the following persons spoke :—Harigupta Vaswalla, D. G.
Gadekar, Jamnadas C. Aroza, Wamanrao Kabadi and Trivedi of Bombay.
The meeting was held to congratulate AbuJ Kalam Azad and tjhe Benares
volunteers on their arrest. The speakers said %at none should fear
lathi charges but should put on khaddar. Now that all Congress
Committees had 'been declared illegal, every house should become a
t
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Congress house. All were asked to subscribe 1/lOth of their income
towards the Congress tund.
About 147 Prabhat feris moved about daily in different places in the
district with national flags, singing national songs and shouting the usual
slogans. At Bandra prabhat feris visited S. S. Naik's bungalow in the
old Patkar's block and sang national songs there in front of the Ganapati.
The following processionists moved about with the national flags singing
national songs and shouting the usual slogans :—(1) Procession of nine
cycle volunteers of Bombay came from Bandra with national flags and
boards inscribed boycott British goods in front of their cycles, via Ghodbundar Road and moved about in Laxminagar singing national songs
and proceeded towards Ville Parle. (2) 25 processionists came from
Bombay Mugbhat Yuvak Sangh in a bus and got down near Andheri
railway station and moved about in Andheri town from 3.30 to 4.30 p. m.
with a national flag, singing national songs, and went back to Bombay.
(3) Two processions took place at Malad : one consisted of 8 boys and
the other of 20 Plardeshi Bhayas, (4) 7 processions took place at Versowa.
At the chief one, 9 young volunteers of Bombay came to Versowa from
Laxminagar on bicycles in the evening via Ghodbundar Road and joined
the procession of 100 persons, on August 24. They had a cardboard
each in front of their cycles inscribed boycott British goods. This procession moved about the town then went to Gandhi Chowk and attended the
meeting there. The cycle volunteers remained ait Versowa for the night.
The next morning they joined the prabhat feri and after its completion
they returned to Bombay by the same route shouting Boycott British
Goods. (5) There were five processions jat Ghatkopar with attendance
of 25 to 100. The procession of 100 workers of the Kirol Match Factory
moved about as usual on August 24. On August 28, 40 people of
Chembur came to Ghatkopar and moved about the town from 9 to
11 a. m. and returned.
The dhawaja vandan ceremony was performed daily at Ghatkopar by
about 25 people. On August 27 the zenda vandan ceremony was performed m the presence of about 200 people.
Hartals were observed on August 28 at Kurla, Bandra, Khar, Versowa,;
Ghatkopar, Mulund, Chembur, Tromby and Borivli as a protest against
the arrest of the leaders and members of the All India Congress Committee, while a partial hartal was observed at Santa Cruz. Achyut
Waman Bhandarkar of Borivli kept his tea and pan shop open on
August 28 with the permission of the Congress Committee by paying
Rs. 6-4-0 to the Congress.
(3) Ahmednagar, August 30.—On August 24 a meeting of 1,500
(150 women) was held in connection with the arrest of Abul Kalam
Azad Keshav Ramchandra Garud, pleader of Ahmednagar, made the
amazing statement that elsewhere 50 per cent of Muhammadans had
joined the movement and gone to jail.
On August 29 a procession of 500 was held in honour of the arrested
members of the Congress Committee, and a meeting of 1,500 (150
-

-
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women) was held that evening. The meeting broke up because of the
announcement by K. R. Garud that Pandit Motilal Nehru had died.
On August 30 a meeting of 2,500 (200 women) was held in connection
with the arrest of Mrs. Hansa Mehta. One Miss Kusumbai Kanhere of
Poona spoke on the same date was held the Collector's darbar, which
in spite of attempts to boycott was so well attended that the hall was
crowded to suffocation. The audience was orderly and there was no
hostile demonstration or picketing; but *the ropes of the Collector's tent,
which had been put up as a waiting room, were cut in the night.
I

*

*

*

«

Hartal was observed and attempt made to picket the vernacular
school in Bhingar on August 29 as a protes* against the arrest of the
10 leaders. Other meetings and processions were very poorly attended
and there is friction among the leaders.
Meetings were held at the following places : —
Pathre Budruk, Police-Station Belapur, on August 21, audience 500
to 600.
Rahata, on August 24, 27 and 30 audience about 300. Pathardi, on
August 22, 24 and 26 audience 40(J and less. Rahuri on August 28
and 29 audience 750 and 450.
Parner, on August 21, audience 500.
Kanur, on August 24, audience 500.
Parner, on August 25, audience 500.
Shrigonda, on August 29, audience 300.
Other meetings were unimportant; as elsewhere, it is probable that a
good many meetings at out of the way villages are not reported.
At Belapur on August 25, during the flag procession, one Narayan
Shankar Teli, weaning a hat, coat and spectacles, rode on a donkey which
had been garlanded with shoes ; Laxman Chunilal Dutt walked in
front beating a tin. A board was carried in the procession inscribed "my
sign is an ass; votes should be given to me."
Mohanlal Jagannath Mjantri, Marwadi, who advocated non-payment of
taxes, etc., at the meeting at Pathre Budruk has been convicted.
A Rashtriya Bahiskar Saptah Karyakram has been arranged at Rahuri
from August 23 to September 3 inclusive with daily meetings,
processions, etc.
(4) East Khandesh, August 30—Hindus continue to be the chief backbone of the movement and of them chiefly the pleader class of Brahmins
and Marwadis. The Muhammadans will not have anything to do with
it except for a few stray cases of persons who have made it into a means
of livelihood.
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There were 14 meetings during the week of which the following are
important
Date

Remarks

Attendance

Place

t

400

..

Ramsingh Raoji Patel and Vinayak Trimbak
Kelkar announced that they would carry on
the Congress work the committee o f which
had been arrested. The first was to be the
secretary and the latter the president of the
new committee. They were arrested and
have been prosecuted under the Criminal
Law Amendment Act.

24th August

Jalgaon

26th August •.

Pachora

500

To congratulate two persons arrested for
picketing the liquor shop.

29th August..

Jalgaon

2>000 .

Prabhakar Keshav Sonalkar and his brcthei
Vasant were declared to be the founder and
dictator of the Youth League which has been
newly opened.
The aim of the League was declared to be ;—
To boycott foreign goods ; to promote
national industries ; to deliver lectures in
villages ; to acquaint the villagers with
the boycott movement.

30th August..

Jalgaon

2,500 ..

V. K. Sonalkar speke on the Youth League and

•

•

asked for members and for hoisting of the
Congress flag on every house.
*

*

«

(5) Nasik, August 30.—There still appears to be no lack if interest in
the movement from the number of meetings reported during the week;
Kalwan, Baglan, Malegaon, Nandgaon and Yeola appear to be the most
affected and Niphad and Gohi (Ghoti) also report a certain number of
meetings.
In all some 47 meetings have been reported during the week of any
importance and three others also which have not been included which
were attended by small numbers. There seems little doubt that th c
movement is still interesting the district and especially in Baglan, Kalwan,
Malegaon, Nandgaon and Yeola. In Baglan and Kalwan the collection
of grazing fees shows no improvement and arrests appear to have little
satisfactory result.
Meetings were held as under :
.>

*

Date

Place
(2)
Nasik

0)
22nd August
26th August

2

8th August

•

•

•

•

Do.

Do.

•

.

Attendan
(3)
1,500 to 2,000
(including
700 boys).
1,500 to 2,000

2,000

Remarks
(4)
The present situation.

*

'

\

To congratulate Bhagappa V- Gulve
and Ramchandra B. Mahajani of
Nasik on their arrest under Criminal
Law Amendment Act.
•

•

To congratulate the seven members
of the All India Congress Committee
on their arrest.
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Date
(1)
29th August

Place
(2)
. . Nasik

Attend ance
(3)i
2,000

*

i

Remarks
(4)
Religion, edcation and industries.
The meeting was addressed by Sir
P. C. Ray.
*

30th August

..

Do.

1,000

28th August . .Deolali (Village)

.. 250 to 300 . .

Boycott of Councils.
Swaraj.

•

26th August

400 . .

To refuse to give anything free to
Government servants and net to
cc-operate wiln them.

400

Picketing of the local liquor shops.

2Jrd August . • Deolali (Camp)

400-500

To stir up interest in the presort movement.

25th August

..

Igatpuri

400 . .

Liquor shop picketing.

22nd August

..

Ghoti

500-600

Boycott

24th August

..

Sinnar

400 . .

Use of khaddar

27th August

..

Do.

150 . .

Gramapanchayat
Committee.

20th August

..

Do.

350 . .

Boycott of Council elections

24th August

..

Niphad

300 . .

Swaraj

25th August

..

Do.

150-200 ' . . Forest satyagraha

26th August

..

Do.

400-500

Present movement

27th August

..

Do.

500 . .

Boycott and civil disobedience

..

Trimbak
•

i

..

29th August

Do.

•

27th August. • Vadner Bahiroba, 1,000
taluka Chandor.
28th August

•.

Malegaon

26th August

. .Zodga, taluka
Malegaon.

23rd August... Khakurdi, taluka
Malegaon.

500-600
. . 900 to 1,000

and

Congress

To congratulate one Waman Sonar
on his arrest.
Boycott of foreign goads
Boycott of Government servants.

300 . .

Boycott of foreign goods

600 . .

To congratulate Congress leaders on
their arrest.

•

29th August

..

Satana

(6) Poona, August 30.—A procession was organised on August 29 by
the Swadeshi Pracharak Committee, newly established on August 26.
This procession was to protest against the arrest of members of the
Working Committee of Congress in Delhi. There was a partial hartal
on August 28 and 29. About 600 persons processed and there was
a meeting afterwards at Shaniwar Wada.
On August 29, merchants met in Kikabhai Building, near Shukrawar
Chowky, to found a merchants' association and to carry on Congress
work m Poona. The subscription was fixed at Rs. 3.
It seems to be likely that Poona city meetings and Procession will be
organised in the name of the above bodies, instead of as hitherto by the
Poona City Congress Committee, which had been declared an unlawful
association.
*
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Meetings held includt tht following:
Audience
Place
Date
(3)
(2)
(1)
August 25

Shivaji Mandir,
Poona City.

250

August 26

Shivaji Mandir,..400
Poona City.

August 27

Tilak Mandir, ..300
Poona City.

August 2 8 . .

Reay Market,.. 300
Poona City.

Remarks
(4)

Called brutality day. This was the first day
of the British misrule week inaugurated by
the Poona Youth League. D. G. Pandit
who presided referred to the Government
notification declaring Several Congress
Committees and war councils illegal associations and congratulated H. V. Tulpule on
his conviction. He spoke on the alleged
brutal treatment of the political prisoners
fa Visapur Jail. G. S. Palsule said the Civil
Disobedience Movement had become uncontrollable.
D. V. Divekar also referred to the alleged
brutalities in the Visapur Jail and requested
the audience to read the Report of the Visapur
Enquiry Committee.
K. N. Phadke and Govindlal Shivlal exhorted
the people to take up the programme of
law breaking,
G. A. Deshpande referred to his camp being
raided and said the Satyagraha mandal would
never be closed.
R. B. Cbikkerur appealed to the youths tc enlist
their names in the Youth League.
Called Martial Law day. This was the second
day of the British irisrule week.
R. B. Chikkerur presided. Karnik referred to the
ShoJapur and Peshawar atrocities committed
on innocent persons by the troops.
Purandare, student, asked the audience to
become members of Congress, though it had
been declared an illegal association.
K. G. Pashankar declared that he had taken
the place of Tulpule and was dictator of the
Congress Committee, Poona City.
G. A. Deshpande said that the City Congress
Committee and the satyagraha mandal Should
not slacken their activities.
British injustice day.
K.N. Phadke, who presided, in his introductory
speech: said that C. I. D. persons should
not be mocked at. Real bravery lay in the
youth coming forward to enlist as volunteers,
and going to Sangamner for forest satyagraha
or Baglan, or taking to some law-breaking
programme in Poona. Discontent and injustice were the root causes of the present
movement and it would not die till they were
redressed. D. V. Divekar Said that the
British people have committed innumerable
unjust deeds since their arrival in India
Agashe said that the British would not
able to rule over the Indians unless they imprisoned or killed all. D. G. Pandit appealed
to th^ students to come out of collegejoin
the Congress and work for starving.
Dr. G. S. Palsule presided K. N. Phadke alleged
that 220 crores of rupees were drained from
India e very year and 50 crores were sent to
England every year as interest of loans and
60 crores were sent to pay interest on British
capital. He alleged that 60 per cent of the

»
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Date
(1)

August 28

Place
(2)

Audien ce
(3)

Remarks
(4)
whole income of India was spent on the
Indian administration, of which 63 crores were
spent on the Military. Government officers should be boycotted. D. G. Pandit said
that the only way of getting this administration changed was to join the Civil Disobedience Movement. He advocated non-payment of taxes.

Bhawani Peth,..300
Poona City.

Called plunder day. D. G. Pandit presided and
made a speech similar to the above. Karnik
said that the Congress had taken up this
movement for solving the bread problem of
the poor and asked poormen especially to
take part in this struggle.
#

August 29 ..

Shaniwar W ada,.. 1,500 .
Poona City

August 30 . . Tilak Mandir,.. 1,000 . .
Poona City.

Do.

WadakarChawl, 15..
Sadashiv Peth,
Poona City.

•

.,

#

Held to congratulate the members of the Working Committee on their conviction. Dr. G. S
Palsule presided. All the speakers condemned Government for arresting the Working
Committee at Delhi and asked people to join
the Congress.
#

August 30 .. Bandar Tali m,.. 400
Poona Cantonment,

#

#

Called starvation day. This meeting was presided by a procession called bread processsion.
D. G. Paridit who presided, described the miserable condition of the pool villagers, due to
heavy taxation, and how M. K. Gandhi had
taken up this movement only tor the poor.
K. G. Pashankar advised the people to take
up village life, to awaken the starving and
sleeping masses of the villages. Daulat
Trivedi, a released prisoner from Visapur
Jail, described alleged bad treatment given
to prisoners in Visapur.
•

Council Boycott. Chandulal presided. Raja
Bahadur Motilal Ishwarlal Shah, K. G.
Pashankar alleged that British rule was a
failure and asked the audience to join the
Congress.
K. N. Phadke strongly criticised the Honourable
Mr. Jadhav for doing nothing for the welfare of the country. He asked people not to
go to the polling station.
G. A. Deshpande Said that candidates for the
Council should be picketed. He also said
that the Congress Committee and the Satyagraha mandals had been declared illegal, but
would not cease to function. The president
declared that Nemchand Shah was not
dictator of the Cantonment Satyagraha
Mandal.
"Independence Fight of 1857." P. P. Kukde
presided. R. C. Bhide examined the causes
of the failure of the Mutiny of 1857. He
appealed to the audience to forget their diffrences of opinion and become one.

(7) Satara, August 23.—There were about 59 meetings throughout the
district in which the usual speeches on breach of forest laws, boycott of
liquor and tea and spread of khaddar, social boycott of Government
servants, etc., was delivered. Some of these speeches were of an

*
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inflammatory nature and prosecutions in respect of them are being
lodged. The application of the Unlawful Instigation Ordinance No. VI
of 1930 is having the desired effect since the speakers are now very
guarded in their utterances.
(8) Sholapur, August 30.—The only meeting of the week was held at
Pandharpur on August 29. It was presided over by Sarola (Sarvottam)
Rajhansa, a lame Brahmin volunteer of Pandharpur, age 25, of no particular miportanc. The audience numbered about 300 and the three
speakers, apart from the chairman, were youths aged 20—22 two of whom
Were Brahmin students and the third a Marwadi servant. Their names
are Narayan Madhav, 20, Brahmin student; Gurunath Appaji Kulkarni,
Brahmin student; Jagannath Parsaram, Marwadi, 20, servant.
(9) Ratnagiri, August 30.—The following processions were taken out
duringwveekl
*

Place

Date

(2)

(1)

18th August
22nd August
24th August and
25th August

Purpose

•

.

•

(3)

Shiroda

. I n honour of released prisoner Anant Sakharam
Nabar.

Malwan

. In honour of released prisoner Bapuji Narayan
Samant.

Harnai and Mr- Arrest of Maulana Azad, Congress President
udi, talukaDapoli and Khed.

27th August

Khed

25th August

Kanaka vli

•

*

National Flag.
Arrest of Maulana A. K. Azad, Congress
President.

23 meetings were held during the week including 8 in protest of the
arrest of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, the Congress President, and
Workin
In almost all of them
people were asked to continue the present campaign more vigorously.
Two meetings for congratulating local agitators, viz., Anant Sakharam
Nabar of Shiroda and Bapuji Narayan Samant of Malwan after their
release from Jail. One held bv Muhammadans at Raitnagiri in which
the Muhammadans decided to co-operate wiith Government and not
to join with Hindus in the present struggle. Eight for preaching
boycott of foreign goods and liquor witl
of the following
four, the attendance at others was small
Date
(1)

2nd August

Place
12)

Attendance
(3)

Malwan .. 1,000 .

Remarks
(4)

Bapuji Narayan Samant was congratulated on
hi? release and prices were awarded to the
best, spinners amongst the boys. Bapuji
Narayan Satrart stated that according to
the message of political prisoners in jail that
movement will continue for 12 years rrore
and Malwan, Deogad and Vengurla talukas
will have to contribute 25 to 30 thousand
rupees for the prosecution of the agitation.
He himself promised to give 5 thousand
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Date

Place

Attendance

Remarks

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

rupees and asked the people to collect (he
remainder. Shankar Krishnaji Gawankar
stated that the picketing at Malwan was
stopped as the merchants (liquor shopkeepers) gave an undertaking that they would
not bid next year.

1573. Volunteers' Camp.
West Khandesh, August 30.—From August 20 a shibir has been opened
at Sindkheda in the house of one Ibrahim Abdoolbhai Bohari of Virdel
which is hired at Rs. 7 per mensem. Six or seven volunteers are living
there. Oni^ Gulabsingh Bhilsingh, Rajput of Takarkheda, has promised
to feed them.
Orders are being issued to close down all such shibirs, etc.
The shibifi at Sakri was attached on August 25 but it wa s vacated by
the volunteers before that date. No volunteers were found.
The shibir of Nandurbar was closed down when it was learnt that such
institutions were declared unlawful.
1574. Volunteers' Camp, Search of.

»

m

West Khandesh, August 30.—On August 25 the shibir at Dhulia was
searched and the volunteers found therein were arrested and sent up.
The dictator of the District Congress Committee and the Khandesh
Kayadebhang Mandal Baloobhai Laxmidas Mehta has been arrested.
The shibir was attached but afterwards the trustees of the property
applied to the District Magistrate that they would not give their property
for any illegal purposes henceforth and so the District Magistrate ordered
the attachment to be removed.
1575. Forest Satyagraha,
*

(1) S. B.f Bombay Presidency, Poona, September 12.—The mass
meeting called at Rajur on August 26 which was supposed to have been
abandoned on account of Sant was however held with 4,000 people
attending. All the available armed Police were concentrated there and
22 arrests were effected of people who were wanted in connection with
Ihe Civil Disobedience Movement. After the meeting 5 volunteers and
one local man were also arrested on the road to Akola. Of the arrested
p
persons two are of a batch o ten volunteers who came from Bombay ;
another was a volunteer from Benares who has been posing as an election
agent of Rao Bahadur Ganesh Krishna Chitale of Ahmednagar, Council
candidate : another is a volunteer from Rahimatpur in Satara district,
who has been working on this side since the beginning of the movement.
The remaining 16 were local men, mostly Gujrathis. Of the fiVe
volunteers arrested later, three were of the Bombay batch of 10 and two
were from Benares. This appears to have eliminated volunteers from
r
Kotul side or the present and the meeting fixed for August 29 has been
cancelled. A leading; man from Pemgiri, where the main demonstration
of July 22 was held, was arrested on August 27,
*

A-115—54-A.
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On early morning of August 28, the police party set out for Shamshsrpur, where it arrived at about 6-30 a.m. accompanied by the Mamlatdar.
Warning of their approach was given and some of the villagers ran away,
but 22 arrests were effected ; these included a volunteer from Rahata and
one Waman Narayan Joshi, said to have been convicted in the Jackson
Murder case. Many of the local leaders are said to have been sleeping
in a neighbouring hamlet in anticipation of a raid and effected their
escape, another leader was arrested at Sawargaon. Villagers at Sawargaon
and Deoihan on the return route of the party ran away on its approach.
These raids appear to have had a very wholesome effect in re-establishing respect for the alleged moribund Government.
A Koli of Varangushi who gave water to the Police is said to have
been punished, another report says that a parallel Government has been
established at Shenit, the Police Patil who had resigned and subsequently
withdrawn his resignation being styled Fouzedar and a gun licensee, the
Mamialdar.
On August 29, one Vishnu Waman Patankar of Wai, Satara, was found
at Akola Bazaar selling a pamphlet entitled Brief Hhtory of Bardoli
published by S. V. Vaishampayan, of Wai. He was explaining how
the campaign had been successful, and was instigating non-payment
of taxes, and was therefore arrested. Ke had some 15—20 other
books and posed as a book-seller. He said he had come to inquire for
Manohar Shastri of the Pradnya Pathshala, Wai, who had disappeared
some time back
1
He would not admit knowledge of Laxman Baliaram Joshi who is
suspected to be the Shastri, who was working with Sant and is still
at large in this area. He a!iso had a pencil manuscript ballad on the
Barddli Satyagraha.
Another raid on Deothan on August 30 failed as the villagers ran away
on the approach of the Police; the release on admonition of certain
accused previously arrested from this village on their giving apology,
has proved a bad precedent, as they subsequently refused payment of
grazing fees.
Latest reports show that Shastri Buwa is working in the neighbouring
talukas of Nasik district as well as in this district; and that some
volunteers are coming in through Choti (Ghoti), Sangamner being
blocked.
The Bari villagers on this side are being boycotted by Ijheir neighbours
for not taking part in the movement.
A surprise raid was made on Lingdeo where the Sub-Inspector, Akcla,
was opposed previously on August 2 and two Gujerati and 13 Marathi
leaders were arrested,, some opposition was offered by women but the
raid was finished before neighbouring villagers coulld collect.
On August 27, a meeting at Sarol in Sangamner taluka of 1,200 decided
that nobody should assist Government servants and Patils should resign.
The Range Forest Officer who impounded cattle grazing in reserved
forest near Loni was assaulted by some 50 villagers.
*Tarkateertha Laxman Shasti j Joshi.
A-115—54-B.
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(2) Ahmednagar, August JO.—There is some reason to hope that forest
satyagraha is being broken in Sangamner and Akola talukas, outside
this area Kopargaon and Rahuri talukas are most troublesome. Meetings
show an increase of enthusiasm, mainly due to the arrest of members of
the Working Committee of the Congress.
v
On' August 24, a meeting of 800 was held at Dandarphal in Sangamner,
at which it was decided that grazing fees and land revenue should not
be paid. Government servants should not be assisted or feared, but should
be boycotted. The Police Patil and Talathi, Deshmukh and Deshpande
should resign.
A meeting similar to above of 700 at Gargaon on August 24 also came
to similar decisions.
(3) East Khandesh, August 30.—The agitators of Dhulia taluka, West
Khandesh, are now turning their eyes on the neighbouring talukas of
Chalisgaon and Parola. At present everything has been quiet but many
rumours are afloat that forest satyagraha is to be practised by the
villages of West Khandesh which are close to kurans in the East
Khandesh. The event is awaited by all concerned with great eagerness
to see whether it will be repeated.
(4) West Khandesh, August 30.—There were two mass forest satyagraha
incidents in the week. The first was on August 27 at Laling in Dhulia
taluka about 8 miles from Dhulia. About eight thousand people had
gathered. Jawdekar and Daulat Patil of Kapadana were the leaders.
They were arrested, several other arrests are being made. The District
Superintendent of Police was present on the spot.
The second one was at Jayanagar, tailuka Shahada, on August 31, under
the leadership of one Mangu Babhuta Gujar of Shahada. About six
thousand people had gathered. The leaders and others are being
arrested. The District Superintendent of Police was at Sarangkheda
which is close to Jayanagar.
Seven persons out of those prosecuted for political offences have
tendered apologies and applied for pardon. More persons are likely to
come forward to do the same.
(5) Satara, August 23.—The week under review reports two cases of
open defiance of forest laws. In one the villagers allowed their cattle
to graze in the reserved forest area. In the other, the forest guard was
assaulted when he was taking cattle to impound them. Four accused
in this case have been forthwith arrested and sent up for trial.
Cyclostyled Congress Bulletins are reported to have been distributed
in Satara.
The shibir opened at Kanalap last week nsi not likely to continue long
for want of public support.
One case under Section 117, I. P. C , road with the Forest Act, has
ended in conviction. The accused, a satyagrahi, offered an unqualified
apology and hence v/as bound over under Section 562. I. P. C. Another
under the same section has been withdrawn for the same reason.
1576. Resignations.
Thana, August 30.—It is reported that several Police Patels of Dahanu
taluka have handed in their resignations.
*
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1578. Swadeshi.
Thana, August 30.—Liquor shop picketing took place during the
week at Bassein and of a school at Sopara in Bassein taluka.
1579. Temperance Campaign.
(1) Thana, August 30.—Liquor shop picketing took place during the
week at Wangni, Padgha, Umbergaon, Kalyan, Dahanu, Virar, Bassein
and Bhayandar. At Bassein and Bhayandar the District Magistrate's
prohibitory order was again broken and seven persons were convicted
under Section 188, I. P. C
Chhotalal Ramdas Shroff of Palghar has taken part in the picketing and
his place as leader of the District Slatyagraha Mandal is likely to be
filled by Govind Dharmaji Vartak of Virar.
i
At Nargol, Dahanu taluka, M. M. Karbliai presided over a meeting
with an audience of about 125 people and advised toddy contractors not
to
attend
auctions
at
present. Meetings with the object of
enlisting the sympathy of contractors are more frequent, and at one
meeting of various castes, Futgudis were called in to take an interest in
the movement.
(2) Bombay Suburban District, August 30.—Except at Chembur, there
was no picketing of liquor shops.
(3) Nasik, August 30.—So far as the picketing of liquor shops is
concerned, it continues at Trimbak, Igatpuri, Pimpalgaon Baswant,
Manmad and Yeola. No untoward happenings have occurred in this
connection.
(4) Sataray August 23.—Peaceful picketing of liquor shops continues
as before.
(5) Ratnagiri, August 30.—Picketing of liquor shops and toddy booths at
Malwan was spasmodically carried on. Picketing of liquor shop at Khed
continues as usual.
1580. Schools and Colleges.
(1) East Khandesh, August 30.—At Nhavi, Faijpur Police station, when
the local vernacular school opeend after two days holidays, it was found
that two manuscript notices had been pasted in the school rooms advising the students to wear khadi, start prabhat jeris, and to
hoist the Congress flag on the school building.
(2) West Khandesh, August 30.—On August 25 the boys of the City
High School left school as they wanted to observe hartal on account of
the arrest of some boys of that schooll who had gone to the liquor shop
for picketing. Thev wanted to bring out the boys of the Garud High
School too but failed.
1581. Benares Students in Poona
(l) Poona, August JO.—Five Benares youths who had come to Poona
to incite local students to leave college and break the 144, C.P.C, order
against demonstrations in contonment, having failed in their object, spent
a night at the Christa Seva Sangh Ashram at Bhamburda before
leaving Poona.
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1583. Hoisting of the National Flag.
(1) Ahmednagar, August JO.—The flag on the school at Jeur in
Ahmednagar taluka was removed by the headmaster and the supervisor.
The boys picketed the school one day but attended the next. Flag
processions continue.
(2) Satara, August 23.—It is reported that the villagers of Ashta
hoisted a national flag on municipal ground in defiance of an order
issued by the First Class Magistrate, Valwa, under Section 42 of the
District Police Act. Steps are being taken to prosecute the leaders.
(3) Sholapur, August 30.—The Sub-Inspector, Pandharpur taluka,
reports an incident of some interest that occurred in Karkamb on August
24. It appears that when the headmaster of the local school turned up
to open the school soon after 6 a.m. on August 25, he found a national
flag flying on a wooden board. It appears that five local persons were
responsible for this. The report, dated August 26, adds that the flag
was still flying.
1590. Congress Affairs.
East Khandesh, August 30.—The Taluka Congress Committees of
Chalisgaon, Erandol, and Am-alner have been dissolved following the
declaration by Government making Congress an unlawful association.
1591. Ville Parle Chawani.
Bombay Suburban District, August 30.—In the Ville Parle Chhawani,
there were still 53 men and 13 women volunteers on the roll. A further
18 men and 20 women enlisted their names for giving yarn to the
Chhawani and paid 4 annas each. This brings the total number of
names up to 496.
The Bengali volunteer, Subeshchandra Gupta, who came to Ville Parle
Chhawani, left for Bengal on August 25.
The leaders of the Chhawani are thinking of vigirous picketing of the
shops of foreign articles in the Mount Mary Fair of Bandra, which is
going to be held in September.
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1636. Civil Disobedience Movement, General Summary.
S. B., Bombay Presidency, Poona, September 19.—The general
situation in most districts appears to show signs of lassitude, which is
probably mainly due to lack of leaders. The monsoon conditions in
some parts have also assisted in taking people's minds off politics, as the

*

usual forms of agitation* such as processsions and meetings, have
frequently had to be cancelled owing to inclement weather. Most
"districts showed a considerable drop in the attendances at meetings.
The boycott of Councils, forest satyagraha and the boycott of foreign
goods and liquor are the main subjects of agitation.,
The following are details of the stiate of agitation in the districts
individually.
Thana.—Week ending September 6. 23 meetings, small audiences.
Bandra.—Week ending August 30. Prabhat feris, hartalsi and small
meetings are the main forms of agitation. The largest audience was one
of 300 persons who were present to hear P. C. Ray speaking on August
27. Boycotjt of foreign goods and liquor are the main subjects of
agitation.
Alimednagar.—Week ending September 6. The movement shows signs of
slackness* Meetings o: any size only occurred at Rahuri, where
the audiences were over 1,000 on August 30, August 31, and September 1.
1
Anti-forest satyagraha is making a definite headway in Akoia and
Sangamner talukas. A bare-headed procession attended by over 400
persons took to the burning ghat the corpse of a volunteer (Laxmaii
Ramchandra Varkhedkar) who died in hospital of enteric. The rumour
was spread that he died of injuries received in jail. The satyagraha
office at Alimednagar shows little activity; all the work apparently being
done at the house of Keshao Ramchandra Garud, pleader of Ahmednagar.
Garud stood surety for some of the forest satyagnaha accused and also
put up volunteers and satyagrahis who come to Alimednagar. Almost
the whole of the forest dues have been collected at Lingdev which was
raided on September 2. Shamsherpur, Deothan and Pimpalgaon Khand,
near Lingdev, have also commenced to pay. Good collections have also
been made in tjie Sangamner taluka. Shastri Buwa and his volunteers
are said to have made Ghoti their headquarters.
East Khandesh.—Week ending August 30. 14 meetings. Audiences
over J,000 at Jalgaon, August 29 (2,t>00), and August 30 (2,500).
West Khandesh.—Week ending August 30. Two demonstrations of
mass forest satyagraha took place at Laling, in Dhulia taluka, August 27,
when 3,000 people gathered and' at Jayanagar, taluka Shahada, on
August 31 when 6,000 people gathered.
Nasik.—Week ending August 30,
47 meetings. In
Baglan and
Kalwan the collection of grazing fees shows no improvement and the
arrests have had little effect so far. All the big meetings have been held
at Nasik, August 22 (1,500), August 26 (2,000), August 28 (2,000),
August 29 (2,000) and August 30 (1,000). These were held to congratulate
the All-India Congress Committee members and local leaders on their
arrests.
Poona.—Week ending September 6. Twenty per cent polled for
the Assembly elections. Leaflets by N. C. Kelkar supporting" Mr. Haji
came to notice, but he was believed to be really supporting N. R. Gunjal.
The Ganpati festival passed off quietly assisted by torrential rains
during the week.
Mandal
*
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raided on August 31 and the president, secretary and the captain of the
volunteers were arrested. They were discharged by the District Magistrate on their tendering apologies and promises to take no further part in
the movement.
D. G. Pandit, the so-called dictator of the Youth League, made a
seditious speech at Kodit village near Saswad, inciting the people, as
descendants of Sh:vaji's soldiers, to rise in rebellion and not to pay
taxes and to break forest laws. He has since been arrested and sentenced.
The chief point of interest noticed in recent meetings is the deliberate
fying of outside speakers as compared with the truthfulness of the local
speakers. This was particularly noticed with regard to the death in the
Yeravda Jail of a volunteer named Ratilal Sakalchand. At a meeting
held under the auspices of the Poona Youth League on September 8.
Govindram of the Benares, University, said that Ratilal was given the
Work of grinding in jaii and died of this and of the beating he received.
Two local speakers, K. G. Pashankar and Haribhau Vaghire speaking
after Govindram emphasised that from their own knowledge Ratilal had
died of some chronic disease and was not flogged. No meetings had
audiences over 500 in Poona and the 5th of September Gandhi Day was
a liascu,
Satara.—Week ending August 30. Matters at Bilashi in connection
with forest satyagraha became very serious and open defiance of law was
the order of the day. A special police party was rushed into Satara to
deal with the situation.
Sholapur.—Weeks ending August 30 and September 6. One meeting
at Pandharpur on August 29, audience 300. national flag processions
are reported from Akluj, Malsiras Police-station, and Kondej, Karmala
Police-station, and are the main forms of agitation. The Ganapati
festival produced little enthusiasm.
Ratnagiri.—Week ending August 30. 23 meetings, attendance over
1,000 at Malwan on August 22. 8 of these meetings were held to
protest against the arrest of Maulana Abul K<alam Azad.
*

1636. Agitation.
(1) Thana, September 6.—23 meetings took place during the week and
propaganda, in connection with prohibition and boycott of foreign goods,
continues. The largest meetings were at Vada, and at Veti in Dahanu
taluka, where the audiences numbered 300 and 400 respectively. Less
than 250 persons were present at the other meetings. In Vada taluka
Kathodis were asked to interest themselves in the movement. At Veti
on September 5, Kolis and Warlis were exhorted to refuse to do any
forest work. R. K. Khadilkar, editor of the Nava Kal, Bombay,
Dr. Suratkar of Parel, Bombay, Popatlal Shah of Bombay and Kamlabai
Janardan, Tendulkar of the Delisle Road Committee, Bombay, spoke at
some of the meetings.
(2) Bombay Suburban District, September 6.—Small prabhat jeris daily
moved in 15 places in the district.

*v

processions
mentioned below with national flags, etc.
Place

(D

places
Remarks

No. of Processions Attendance
(2)

(3)

(4)

1

100

The processioB its including volunteers of the
Ville Parle Chhawani under the leadership of
R. N. Meiita moved in Parle town with a
handcart filled with contraband salt, it was
dragged by volunteers and the salt was distributed in Parle town.

Ville Parle

Santa Cruz . . 1
. 5
Andneri
. 7
Verso wa
Malad
4
Borivli
1
Bandra
6
i-axnoinagar
1
Ohatkopar
5

..
..
..

100 . .
12-100
50-80

..

8-10

..
• •

25
15-200
18

..

20-200

•

•

•

•

"] All these projessions wjre taken out under the
^ leadership of Motiram Hirji Kaskar, Koli of
J Versowa.

*

..

•

•

•

•

•

•

The procession of 5th September 1930 oi 200
workers of the National Match Factory of
Gnatkopar moved in the town and attended
tue meeiing.
About 500 Oujrathi and other caste people went
to Gnatkopar station on 5th Septemoer i^JO
to receive Manila! Gjjarathi of Ghatkopar
who was released from Visapur jail.
I

(3) Ahmednagar, September 6.—Flag services held on August 31 and
September 7 were attended by 125 only. Disgust at lack of enthusiasm
expressed oy Keshav Ramchandra Garud, pleader of Ahmednagar, who
is at present running things heie. Elsewhere in the district!, except for
Rahuri and the forest satyagraha area, activities were confined to flag
processions and prabhat feris, even those showing a waning interest. A
procession of only 125 was held in Ahmednagar on September 5, being
Gandhi Day. The meeting, which was to follow, was abandoned for lack
of an audience. K. R. Garud compared the local people with those of
Bombay, who did not care for rain or lathis. A bareheaded procession,
attended bv 400 to 500 with 4 black flags, took to the burning ghat
the corpse of a volunteer named Laxman Ramchandra Varkhedkar
who died here in hospital of enteric. The rumour here ts that he died
of injuries received in jail.
The satyagraha office in Ahmednagar is sometimes kept open, sometimes shut, and at times with or without a board. No activity is going
on there, all work apparently being done at the house of Keshav
Ramchandra Garud, Pleader. Proceedings under the Pleaders' Act are in
progress against this man. The Mandal appears not to be taking part in
any illegal activities for the present, and interest in the movement in
Ahmednagar is very dull, so no action is being taken against the Mandal
for the nonce. K. R. Garud has stood surety for some of the forest
satyagraha accused. He also puts up volunteers and satyagrahis who
come to Ahmednagar.
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\hmednagar taluka, a private school was opened on August
down, and attendance at the Local
has been resumed.
Meetings of 1,000, 1,600, 1,500 and 450 were held at Rahuri on
September 1 and 3, The subjects were the boycott of foreign cloth,
to keep the movement going and to join the Congress.
(4) East Khandesh, September 6.—The district continues to remain
quite for ail the rumours that are still flying around. The Youth League
in Jalgaon may be able to work up the dying fires of political actions.
local
the stuff of which martyrs are made and
jail
Prabhat feris continue to be taken out at various places in the
district,
petha
flag processions by a party of youths from the Central Provinces.
25 meeting? were held in the district during the week of which the
following are important:
Date

Place

(1)

1st Sept.

..

2nd Sept.

..

3rd Sept.

Attendance
(2)
(3)
Jalgaon . . 1,000 ..
Do. ..

..

1,200 ..

Do. , , 3,000 . .

(5) West Khandesh,

Remraks
(4)
Raghunath Vinayak Vaidya sang a ballad
describing the cruel treatment meted out by
Government.
Narayan Mahadeo Gokhale stated that he bad
re-started the Congress Committe in Jalgaon
of which he was to "be president, and Bhavdu
Motiram Bari, the secretary. They were
both arrested under the Criminal Law
Amendment Act.
P. B. Shah was president and Mohamad All
Chhagla&was speaker. He expressed his
opinion that nonviolence was an experiment
and advised the Muhammadans to join the
struggle.

September 6.—14 meetings were held in the
importance
general
Nasik, September 6.—Iii Naj&ik Dhanalal Javamal Agrawal
taking
Marwadi ef Nasik, and Mahadeo
a leading part in the movement. Outside Nasik, BJiutekar is reported
to be taking a prominent part in Yeola and Nandgaon talukas, keeping
up interest in the movement and generally moving about making trouble.
The public still appear to be showing very considerable interest in the
movement, especially in Nandgaon, Malegaon, Yeola, Baglan and
remain aloof from
Kalwan. The Muhammadan
the movement. There appears still to be no signs of the movement
showing any signs of slackening, although perhaps in Baglan taluka,
been a slight improvement
since the close
some grazing fees have been collected. In Kalwan, on the other hand,
the movement has shown signs of strengthening and a mass forest
satyagraha took place at Nandori village on the 10th instant, at which
some 3,500 persons are said to have been present. Heavy rains probably
prevented a larger gathering.

»
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Meetings held include the following
Audience
Date
Place

0)

(2)
Nasik
Do.
Do.
.. Trimbak

Sept. 1
Sept. 4
Sept. 5
Sept. 2
Vani
Sept. 2
Vadner BahiSept. 3
roba
Sept. 3 .. Nandgaon
9

•

Remarks
(4)

(3)

2,000
Bo>cott of Councils.
i ,000
The present situation.
500
Observance of Gandhi Day
500
Boycott of Councils.
400 to 500 .. Forest satyagraha.
To congratulate local persons arrested
500
•

•

200 to 250

To congratulate a released political prisoner
(convicted at Ville Parle).
Boycott of tea and British goods, etc.

Nim^aon Male- 500
gaon
Boycott
of
schools
and
the
Police
Pate!.
150
Sept. 4 .. Satana
(6) Poona, September 6.—At Tilak Mandir on August 31st Yashodabai
Phadke announced that she had been appointed to the Congress Working
Committee.
At Shaniwar Wada on September 1 one Gopalrao Pragji recenftl)
released from Yerawda Jail alleged that a 16 year old boy, Ratilal
Sakhalchand of Rampur (Ahmedabad), had been beaten to death in die
jail and he had seen his half-burnt body.
At Shivaji Mandir on September 1, B. B. Bhopatkar, editor of Bhala
newspaper, addressing 400 persons, criticised Gandhi's civil disobedience
and boycott programme of schools, courts a|nd councils. The only
boycott he favoured was of British goods.
The following meetings were held during the week :

Sept. 1 .

Plac

Date
(1)
1st Sept...

Do

2nd Sept.

.

Attendance
(3)

(2)

Dwyer Lan

303

Shaniwar Wada .. 300

RastaPeth

150

Remarks
(4)

D. G. Pandit, the Dresident, K. N. Phadke and
Satyabhamabai Kuvlekar spoke on Council
boycott.
The president was' Anandibai Joglekar. D. G.
Pandit, GopalRao Gore, Gopalrao Pragjee,
Satyabhamabai Kuvlekar and K. G. Pashankar were the speakers.
K. N. Phadke said that the movement of civil
disobedience was a revolt against the British
Empires that the youths were flrft mocked at,
but it was they who had compelled the All
India Congress Committee to pass the resolution for complete independence. The duty
oftheycjthin this non-violence re\olution
was to create feeling of contempt towards
the bureaucracy and to damage its prestige.
They must make Government afraid of the
youths, so that a C. I. D. man was put on
each youth. It was not enough to advise the
peasants not to pay the taxes; everyone must
be made to think that he must get hi? rights.
Government used to take the aggressive, but
now the situation was reversed.
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Date
)

Place
(2)

400

4th Sept.

300

Dwyer Lane

Shaniwar Wad a

(4)

(3)

4th Sept. . . Shivaji Mandir

5th Sept.

Remarks

, Attendance

200

«

•

The subject was satyagraha and boycott.
Bhopatkar compared the political methods
of Tilak and of Gandhi and favoured the
Tilak policy. The only way of obtaining
Swaraj or independence was the complete
boycott of British goods.
To congratulate Messrs Dheer and Vaghire o n
their release. H. Vaghire spoke on the
treatment of prisoners in Yeravada jail*
Narottam spoke as regards Visapur Jail.
R.D.Dheer made strong remarks against the
cantonment merchants for opening their
shops and for not keeping their promises.

..

The president was Dr. G. S. Palsule, The
speakers were Mrs. Yashodabai Bliat, D. G.
Pandit, Dayanaud Swami, K. G. Pashankar
and Haribhau Bhandare. Mrs. Yeshodabai
incited the audience to become Congress
members though the Government were trying
to suppress it. Every house must become a
Congress home and a Satyagraha Mandal.
D. (J. Pandit alleged that India was being
financially exploited by the rulers who were
afraid to entrust administration to them.
The only way of attaining swaraj, he said
was the breaking of the laws and boycott.
Dayanaud Swami explained the importance
of the Hindu religion and advised the audience to abide by it while fighting for swaraj.
K. G. Pashankar condemned the violence
committed at Calcutta and Dacca.

(7) Sholapur, September 6.—On 29th August processions were held at
Akluj (Malsiras Police Station) and at Malsdraa in connection with the
arrest of Vithalbhai Patel and others. National flag processions were
taken out on 2nd September and 3rd September at Kondej (Karmala
Police Station). In all cases these processions were led by purely local
agitators. It is reported that during the processions at Kondej, Government officers generally and local officials, such as the Patel, were abused.
(8) Kolaba, September 6.—The week was lacking in incident. The
Civil Disobedience Movement was tempered but not overshadowed by
Ganapati festival. Remarks, in the usual strain, on the above movement crept into most speeches at Ganapati celebrations.
Alibag taluka is fairly quiet for the present, but there appear possibilities of trouble in Panvel taluka in the near future.
Volunteers have been moving in the villages of the taluka paving the
way for forest satyagraha. Ait the tyme of writing it is learnt that forest
satyagraha is proposed in three villages of the Panvel taluka on
September 8.
(9) Ratnagiri, September 6—25 meetings were held during the week,
of these only 7 were attended by 500 and over the average of the rest
being under 200. Almost all of them preached boycott and Civil
Disobedience Movement. The agitators had taken advantage of the
Ganapati festival for which generally people gathered.
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Morning rounds {prabhat feris) are going on at 18 places. They have
stopped at Dapoli and Khed.
Processions were taken out at 7 places for arrest of Congress leaders
besides one at Malwan on 1st September 1930 to protest agaiftst the
prosecution of Ladu Gopal and others, and another at Mumbri (Deogad)
on 9th August 1930 in honour of the death of Dattatraya Bhau Koyade
in Karachi firing 2 months back.
Meetings held include .the following : —
Date
U)
1st Sept. ..

3rd Sept.

Place
(2)
Achare

Rataagiri

Attendance
(3)
. . 500
..

..

1,375

..

Remarks
(4)
To offer prayers for the success of the movement and for the release of leaders now in
jail.
Vishwanath Gjpal Sh-tye, pleader, Ratnagiri
gave a history of the political progress of
India.

1643. Forest Satyagraha.
Ahmednagar, September 6.—Grain collected at Sangamner for the
Shibir is said to have been sent to Chandrapur for the lamilies of those
in jail, as the Shibir is closed.
Shastri Buwa and his volunteers are said to have gone to Belvandi
(Bahulvandi) in Akola taluka,, and asked the Police Patel to resign;
but he refused. A meeting at Javle Baleshvar in Sangamner taluka is
said to have forced the Patel to. resign and ordered 'the Mahars not to
work. Shastri Buwa is said to be now making his headquarters at Ghoti.
The road patrol at Hari is being strengthened temporarily to check
incursions from that side.
Almost the whole amount of forest dues have been collected at
Lingdev which was raided on September 2. Shanisherpur and Deothan
have also promised to pay. Pimpalgaon Khand, near Lingdev, has also
commenced to pay. Good collections have also been made in Sangamner
laluka.
Further raids will be made after the elections, if necessary. Men
cannot be spared at present for any big raids. Heavy rain is hampering
operations.
Sangamner seems to have lost interest in forest satyagraha.
1644. Bulletins, unauthorised news-sheets, etc.
(1) Afunednagar, September 6.—The Bulletin, Jangal Khobar, is
being published only very intermittently.
(2) Kolaba, September 6.—A printed leaflet in Marathi entitled
Shetkari Athavda has made its appearance at Panvel, purporting to be
issued by the Panvel Taluka Congress Commiittee, six issues have so far
appeared. The leaflet aims at discrediting Government and Government Departments and winning over the agriculturists.
•

1648. Hartals.
(1) West Khandesh, September 6.—Hartals were observed on August 30
at Kukurmunda, taluka Taloda, and Naaidurbar as a protest against the
arrest of Vallabhbhai Patel and Balubhai Mehta.
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The vernacular school was closed but the Urdu school was open.
(2) Ratnagiri, September 6.—Hartals were observed on account of
arrest of Congress leaders at 16 places and on 2nd September 1930 at
Deogad for arrest of picketers.
1649. Swadeshi.
(1) Thana, September 6.—Picketing of foreign cloth shops took place
in Bassein.
(2) Bombay Suburban District, September 6.—There was a show of
Swadeshi articles on 13st August 1930 at Anand Bhuwan Santacruz.
(3) Ahmdnagar, September 6.—A thread exhibition was held in
Ahmednagar during the week Taluka, Charkhm, etc., were exhibited.
(4) West Khandesh, Set ember 6.—On August 30 a private meeting of
merchants was called at Taloda and it was decided to fine Amichana
and Kamaralli Rs. 36 each for ordering foreign sugar. The fine has not
been recovered as yet.
(5) Ratnagiri, September 6.—In Malwan camp instructions in spinning
are being given.
An attempt is being made to persuade the merchants of Chiplun to
give an undertaking not to order foreign goods but they are weaving.
It is learnt that the leader of the Civil Disobedience Movement
Kashinath Sakharam Rediz and 2-3 other merchants have ordered 2
boat loads of goods which are mostly foreign goods.
A meeting of 5 merchants of Dapoli was held on 28th August 1930
to discuss the boycott of foreign goods and not to order any, but before
doing so it was decided to consult the Muhammadan merchants at
Anjarla and Dabhol.
1650. Temperance.
(1) 5. B., Bombay Presidency, Poona. Sept&jnber i9.—Picketing
of
liquor shops is mentioned in the diaries rece'ved from the following
distiicts—Thana (at 8 places), Bandra (Chembur and Khar), Nasik
(at 6 places), Satara (Lonand and Wai). Ratnagiri (Khed).
(2) Thana, September 6.—Liquor shop picketing took place during the
week at Bhayandar, Padgha, Bassein, Dahanu, Kalyan and Virar.
At Bassein and Bhayandar the District Magistrate's prohibitory order
was again broken and 11 persons were convicted under Section 188,
P. C At Virar, the District Magistrate has issued orders which
prohibited picketing, under Sect'on 39 of the Bombay District Police Act.
two reasons broke these orders during the week and were convicted
under Section 65 of the Bombay District Police Act. The liquor shops
at Vada, Gorha, Khatal and Badlapur were picketed on the Gauri
holidays during the week. Padgha liquor shop p'cketing was discontinued from September 4.
The armed party posted to guard the liquor warehouse at Kalyan in
Dahanu taluka, has been withdrawn as there was no sign of further
trouble.
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(3) Bombay Suburban District, September 6.—There was picketing
during the week at the following places : —
At Chembur the usual picketing was carried on and at Khar 4 men and
4 women were arrested for picketing at the liquor shop. They were
convicted under Section 4 of the Ordinance No. V of 1930.
(4) West Khandesh, September 6.—Picketing of liquor and toddy
shops at Dhulia has stopped since August 29. On September 2, two
men picketed the liquor shop at Dondaicha. They are being prosecuted.
(5) Satara, August 30.—Picketing of liquor shops continues at Lonand
and Wai.
(6) Ratnogiri, September 6.—Picketing of liquor and toddy shops was
carried out at Malwan Mithbav, Deogad, Pathardi (Chiplun), Achare.
Savans (Khed) and Kotavli (Khed) only for the Gauri festival and since
then it has been stopped.
Khed shop is being picketed at intervals as usual.
1
1651. Council Elections.
(1) Thana, September 6.—During the elections on September 3 and 4,
although no picketing took place except at Manor, very few voters
attended the polls.
(2) Ahmednagar, September 6.—There was no picketing of the
Assembly elections anywhere in the district.
(3) West Khandesh, September 6.—Polling stations at Nawapur and
Chinchpada were picketed but this had no effect.
(4) Poona, September 6.—The Assembly elections on September 2 were
peacefully picketed but about 20 per cent polled. A leaflet advising
non-voting and signed by about 150 persons, chiefly shopkeepers, was
distributed in Poona city. Another leaflet signed by N. C. Kelkar
supporting candidature of Mr. Haji also came to notice. He is believed
to be really supporting Mr. Gunjal. Council voting boycott ha s been
a leading theme with speakers during the week and two meetings were
devoted specifically to this, one in Cantonment, and one at Shaniwar
Wada on September 1. On August 31 at a similar meeting in the
Cantonment D. G. Pandit, Youth League Dictator, denounced the Indian
Members and Ministers of the Government of Bombay.
1652. National Flag Hoisting.
(1) Thana, September 6.—The Congress flag was hoisted on the local
Board School at Dalkhand in Shahapur taluka on September 2.
(2) Bombay Suburban District, September 6.—On 2nd September 1930
at 6-15 p.m. Vasant Keshav Randive, an employee of the Kurl a Municipality and native of Pen in Kolaba district, hoisted national flags on the
Office of the Kurla Municipality and Resident Magistrate, Kurla. Both
these flags were removed by the respective authorities.
During all the days of the week dhwaj wandan (flag salutation)
ceremony was daily performed in the Satyagraha Chhawani at Ghatkopar
by about 30 people. .
*
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(3) Satara, August 30.—A
Dravid High School at Wai.

national

flag

has been hoisted on the

1654. Anti-Civil Disobedience Movement.
East Khandesh, September 6.—A loyalist meeting was held on August
31
Mahar
to remain Joyal to the British rule.
1656, Gandhi Day: Observance of.
Poona, September 6.—Leaflets were distributed calling for processions in cantonment and city in September 5 for Gandhi Day.
1657. Lonavla Kaydebhang Mandal: Raid on the
Poena, September 6.—The Excise Inspector brought to notice that
liquor shop picketers at Lonavla were enlisted members of Maharashtra
Kayadebhang Mandal, recently declared an unlawful association. On
ist 31, the Deputy Superintendent of Police, Western Division, raided
the premises in Lonavla which house the offices of G. R. Chitale, pleader,
the Railway Union and the Congress. Kayadebhang Mandal enrolment
fornis were found, and the president, secretary and captain of the
volunteers of the Lonavla Branch were arrested and brought in to Poona,
and placed on, September 1 before the District Magistrate, who accepted
their apologies and discharged them. Chitale the pleader, who is also
a leader in this branch, being absent on Railway union business,
could not be arrested.
1659. Ville Parle Chhawani.
Bombay Suburban District, September <5.—There was no change in the
number of volunteers in the roll in the Ville Parle Chhawani. During the
week 60 men and 3 women gave their names as volunteers paying
annas four. 50 persons of Kurla also gave their names.
During the week the following visited the Ville Parle Chhawani : —
Dharmanand Kosambi, Acharya Dhawan, K. P. Khadilkar, V. V. Jerajani,
P. M. Bbagwat, Ramibai Kamdar, Avantikabai Gokhale, Y. K. Khadilkar,
N. S. Nanavati.
1662. Youth League.
East Khandesh, September 6.—The Youth League which has recently
been started in Jalgaon under the dictatorship of Vasant K. Sonalkar held
a house to house procession on August 31 when they sold national flags,
with the result that practically every house in Jalgaon now sports
a flag.
1665. Congress Affairs.
East Khandesh, September 6.—The Pachora Taluka Congress Committee
have not openly resigned, but the sign board of "The Congress
Committee, Pachora" has been taken down and one bearing the
inscription. "The Charkha Mandal" has been put up on the same house.
One Velji Kanji has declared himself dictator at Pachora. Orders hav
been issued for his arrest.
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CHIRNER FOREST SATYAGRAHA
t

Maharashtra has every reason to be proud of the mass forest satyagraha
at Chirner. The entire area was enthused with processions and meetings.
Congressmen such as G. V. Ketkar, Vinaypkrao Gowilkar, Bedekar,
H. M. Joshi and Prabhakar Gupte propagated the message of Gandhiji
in the rural area. A huge mass of people violated the forest laws at
Chirner, Kalhe and Chawane on 8th September 1930. The Maharashtra
Civil Disobedience Committee was directing the operations. The most
grim battle was fought on 25th September 1930. The Mamlatdar with a
considerable police force was sent to curb the satyagraha. Non-violent
satyagrahis were handcuffed without an otder of the Mamlatdar. The
police officer, however took offence and on a slight pretext opened fire.
The Mamlatdar came forward to stop use of this brutal force. Unfortunately he fell a victim to a chance shot. In this firing five officials including
the Mamlatdar and six citizens died. The Poona Sarwajanik Sabha
appointed an unofficial Enquiry, Committee in October 1930 under the
presidentship of Jamnadas M. Mehta. The Government, however, banned
the working of this Committee. The Government instituted prosecution
and convicted 47 persons. Eminent advocates including K. M. Munshi,
Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, B. G. Kher and Dadasaheb Karandikar gave grand
defence when the case was referred to \the High Court.
A CommiUee, known as the Chirner Relief Committee, was established
to give legal and financial aid to the accused in this case. Lalji Naranji,
B. G. Kher, K. M. Munshi, Narayarilal BansiM, L. B. Bhopatkar,
Nagindas T. Master, Bhausaheb Puranik, S. C. Joshi and H. M. Joshi
were the members of this committee.
After the High Court verdict on \this case, the Chirner Relief CommiUee
raised a memorial at Chirner. Vithalbhai Patel, brother of Vallahhbhai
Patel, unveiled the memorial on 3rd January 1932. This memorial was,
however, dismantled by the Government in June 1932. Important
Documents and notes on Chirner Satyagraha will be furnished in Vol. XICivil Disobedience Movement.—Editor.
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1703. Civil Disobedience Movement: General Summary
S. B. Bombay Presidency, Poona, September 20.—Advantage has
been taken of the Ganapati festival to try and keep up agitation, but,
except m the south, there are signs that there is lessening interest
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Toddy trees cutting practically ceased here during the week ending
September 13. Ratnagiri
and Kolaba also show a fair amount of
agitation, but there is a distinct waning of interest in Ahmednagar.
The celebration of Gandhi's birthday produced a large attendance of
6,000 persons at Surat, but the attendances in most districts have been
much smaller at meeting in general. The main cause of less open agitation appears to be the lack of leaders, but within the next few months
several of the prominent leaders were arrested at the beginning of
the Civil Disobedience Campaign may be expected to be returning to
active politics on their release from jail, and should their activities
remain long unchecked they are likely to flog the present waning interest
into something more active.
Ahmednagar.—Week ending September 13. There is a marked loss
of interest at Sangamner and Akola talukas. No meetings of any importance were held during the week. Forest satyagraha is distinctly quieter.
Shastri Buwa is reported to have removed his headquarters to a village
under Patta Fort on the extreme border of the Ahmednagar and Nasik
districts. The villages around Ghoti are reported to be giving a cold
welcome to volunteers who include college students. It is significant
of the general situation that doth merchants at Sangamner have begun
to sell foreign cloth in the open market.
East Khandesh.—Week ending September 6. 25 meetings. Audiences
over 1,000 at Jalpaon, September 1 (1,000), September 2 (1,200) and
September 3 (2,000).
West Khandesh.—Week ending September 6, 14 meetings, but none of
any importance. The movement in general is reported to be waning.
Nasik.—Week ending September 6. 23 meetings. Largest attendances
were at Nasik, August 31 (6,000), September 1 (2,000) on boycott of
Councils, September 4 (1,000), Yeola, August 29 (2,000) to congratulate
Congress leaders on their arrest, Nandgaon, August 31 (1,500). In Nasik
Dhanalal Javarmal Agrawal is taking a leading part in the movement
and Dr. Bhutekar is active in Yeola and Nandgaon talukas. There is
very considerable interest taken in the movement in Nandgaon, Malegaon,
Yeola, Baglan and Kalwan talukas. Mass forest satyagraha took place
at Nandori village in Kalwan taluka on September 10 when 3,500 persons
were present.
Poona.—Week ending September 13. There were only five meetings
in Poona City and Cantonment and the largest attendance at these
meetings was 300. The meeting were in connection with the arrests
of Congress leaders who included S. B. Mehendale, D. G. Pandit,
K. N. Phadke and V. V. Gokhale. All these persons, some of whom
styled themselves dictators of the Youth League, were sentenced to substantial terms of imprisonment during the week.
Sholapur.—Week ending September 6. Agitation was confined to
procession at Akluj (Malsiras Police Station), Malsiras and Kondej
(Karmala Police Station).
Ratnagiri—Week ending Seotember 6, 25 meetings. The Ganpati
festival was taken advantage of for political propaganda. There was an
A-115—55-A.
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attendance of 1,400 at Ratnagiri on September 3, but other meetings
had much smaller audiences, only seven being attended by 500 and over.
Kolaba.—Week ending September 6 and 13. Political references crept
into most of the meetings in connection with Ganapati festival. Forest
satyagraha took place on a large scale at Khale, Chirner and Chavne
villages. At the demonstration at Khale there were nearly 3,000 participators and over 1,000 trees were cut down. Twelve leaders were
arrested.
1740. Agitation.
(1) Bombay Suburban District, September 13.—During the week
88 prabhat feris moved in the various places in the district with national
flags, singing national songs, and shouting the usual slogans. The largest
procession was held at Ghatkopar when seven prabhat feris on
September 7 went to the Gymansium School, where they sang national
songs and ballads. Yarn rumals were distributed amongst the Vanar
Se>na boys on behalf of the Hindu Maha Sabha. Thereupon they came
near the Swadeshi Match Factory and performed the flag saluting
ceremony there and dispersed.
During the week processions moved daily in ten places in the district
with national flags, singing national songs and shouting the usual slogans.
None of them had an attendance of over 125.
The usual daily meetings were held at Ville Parle except on
September 9, when there was no meeting. Audiences were from
50 to 100, and consisted mostly of women and children. The chief
speakers were Janakibai Bajaj, S. S. Naik, Abdulla Rahimtulla and
K. M. Munshi of Bombay. The speeches all consisted of the usual
requests to continue the struggle. Picketing of the Council election was
also a prominent feature.
In Andheri taluka small meetings were held at Andheri, Malad and
Versowa. The chief speakers were Govind Keroba Date. Abdulla
Rahimtulla, Gopinath Janardhan Mhatre and Motiram Harji Kaskar of
Versowa. The speeches were moderate in tone. The question of
picketing the Council election was the main topic of discussion. Mhatre
said that students should not sacrifice their studies in this movement.
Three meetings were held at Chembur, Ghatkopar taluka, on September
8, 11 and 13, with audiences of 70 to 150. The chief speakers were
Shantaram Krishnanath Chemburkar, D. S. Babrckar, Vakil of Bombay
and S. V. Sohoni, president of the Seva Dal, Bombay, who explained the
work of the Seva Dal in Bombay and exhorted boys to jain it.
On September 11, three volunteers of Chembur camp made very rabid
and objectionable speeches. One of them, Mangalsen Shivnarayan
Agnihotri of Gwalior, has since been prosecuted under Ordinance V and
Section 117. I.P.C
A meeting was held at Laxminagar on September 13. audience 200.
Hartals were observed at Andheri, on September 11 and at Chembur on
September 12 on account of Abdulla Rahimtulla's arrest.
*
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(2) Thana, September 13.—11 meetings took place during the week
and propaganda in connection with prohibition and boycott of foreign
goods continue.
The largest meeting was at Palghar where the audience numbered
600. Less than 250 persons were present at the other meetings.
Leaders who started the movement in this district are now being
released from jail. It is said that they are likely to try to stop the
picketing movement.
(3) Nasik, September 13.—During the week 21 meetings were held
including the following :
Date

Place

Remarks

Attendant

8th Sept. .. Nasik
1,000
13th Sept. . . Do
400
5th -Sept. . Bhasur
900 to 1 ,000
8th Sept. . Niphad .. 400 to 500
7th Sept. . Yeola
3,000
8th Sept. .
Do
2,000
7th Sept. . . Malegaon .. 400 to 500
13th Sept. .
150 ..
Do
9

•

•

8th
9th

Sept. .. Cilane
Sept. .. Satana

ft

•

•

•

•

•

«

•

•

•

•

500 to 600
600 ..

Boycott of Council Elections.
To celebrate Jitendra Day.
Civil Disobedience Movement.
Disobedience of the law.
Unity between Hindus and Muhammadans.
Boycott of Councils.
Boycott cf Councils.
Hoisting of national flag on municipal
office at Malegaon, boycott of Government Servants, etc.
Boycott of tea and British goods.
Council boycott.

Geneially speaking there appears to have been a slight improvement
in the state of affairs during the week and since the close of the week.
Certain raids were undertaken in Baglan taluka under Satana Police
station for rounding up cattle grazing in the forest without passes and as
a result some Rs. 800 have been collected as grazing fees in the environs
of Satana, these raids were undertaken by a combined force of forest
officers and Police.
During the week under report no fresh arrivals I of volunteers from
outside the district have been received. There are still a considerable
number of local volunteers moving about in the district in the villages
trying to stir up trouble and encouraging the villagers not to pay grazing
fees, Baglan, Kalvan, Nandgaon and Yeola tailukas report most trouble
of this nature. When opportunity occurs and their speeches are satisfactorily reported they are being proceeded against under Section 117.
I. P. C , read with the Forest Act.
There are no new names to report. Dr. Gangaram Banduji Bhutekar
continues to move about in the vicinity of Nandgaon, but is decidedly
careful in the matter of his speeches at meetings. Since the close of the
week Pan du rang Sh~idhar Apte, formerly headmaster of the local
national school and the leader of the movement in Yeola, has been
arested and on September 22 was sentenced to 6 months' imprisonment
at Nasik.
;
There st ll appears to be considerable support to the movement but
it is mainly confined to the Baglan, Kalwan. Nandgaon and Yeola
talukas.
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remains aloof.
(4; Ahmednagar, September 15.—A meeting of 500 Kolis and
Tnakurs at Harischandragad on September 4 is reported to have decided
not to pay grazing fees, but also not to trouble the Police or Forest
Officers Shastri Buwa is reported to have moved his headauarters to a
village under Patta Fort at the extreme border of the Ahmednagar and
Nasik districts, and was holding a large meeting on September 2, but
the report is unofficial. He is since said to hjave moved into Nasik
district. A few volunteers are said to have come in via Ghoti. Extra
Police have been posted at Ghoti to prevent this. Some of these volunappear to be collegians who have been canvassing votes for Rao
Krishna
however. The elections being over now, the position will be clearer.
Villagers on this side are reported to be giving a very cold welcome Jo
volunteers.
Collection of grazing fees continues, and the District Forest Officer
appears to be quite satisfied with the situation.
are
that
prevented an> operations on a large scale.
(5) West Khandesh, September 13.—The Police Patil of Nimbhore
and Pisawar, Taloda taluka, had refused to resign their posts, so the
merchants of Taloda who had dealings with them were requested to
boycott them
(6) Ahmednagar* September 13.—There is a marked loss of interest
in Sangamner and Akola talukas and practically no interest elsewhere.
any importance were held during the week. Interest
the
(7) Poona, September 13.—Meetings held include the following:
Date
Sept. 7

Sept. 7

Place
..

..

Attendance

Tilak Manoir, .. 300
Poona City.

Tilak Mandir, .. £300
Poona City.

..

,.

Remarks
Formation of a students' union.
D. G. Pandit presided, R. G. Chikkerur Said
the union shojld carry on the movement in
such a way that they would not be subjected
to prosecutions.
Mrs. Satyabharrabai Kuvlekar exhorted the
students to join the union and take part in
th* present struggle.
D. G. Pandit laid stress on the awakening of
villagers by the students in their leisure hours.
K. G. Pashankar who presided congratulated
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru on his heroic attitude during the peace negotiations: referring to his phrase : "I love warfare."
D. G. Pandit said the peace negotiations were a
trick played by the bureaacracy and were
meant to paralyse the trovement and he appealed to the students to take up village
propaganda.
Haribhaa Vaghire laid stress on the boycott
of British goods and said that the number of
the unemployed in England must be increased
by thousands
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Date

Place

Attendance

Remarks
i

*

Mrs. Yeshodabai Bhat said she should carry
onu the movement with the help of the girl
st dents from the Kanya Shala
Sept. 8

..

TilakjMandir, .. 200
Poena City.

..

G. R. Inamdar presided. He congratulated
D. G. Pandit on his arrest and said tnat repression would encourage tnem to carry on with
redoubled energy. The only way of congratulating C G. Panait was by suspension
cf studies by every student.
Karaite s*id tnat tne peasantry and the labourers hai joined tnis movement ana wanted
educated youtns to teacn tiiem non-violence.
K. IS. PaadKe requested tne students to fill up
the places cf tne dictators one after tne other.
Mrs. Satyabiiamabai Kuvlekar requested the
students to come forward as dictators.
Govind, a Jbcnar^s student, asked me students
to come forward to keep up the old reputation of Manarasntra. He also referred to
tne deatn oi Kaiiial Saknalcnand as being
due to excessive oeating and giincing....

(8) S. B. Bombay Presidency, Poona, September 24.—A public
meeting was held on 22nd August 1930 in Ghoda in Poona district
attended by about 300 persons when Baburao Dagdu Kale, the president,
opened the same by advocating boycott of foreign cloth and goods,
spinning and taking out of prabhat feris.
Satyabhamabai Kuvlekar in the course of her speech said that happiness
could be earned only by keeping India's money in India.
G. A. Deshpande supported unity in every endeavour, and remarked
that it was the right of everybody to get back swaraj. He further
advised the audience not to hurt anyone's feelings he be a fellow-brother
or a Government servant. He finally said that the keynote of success
lay in a peaceful behaviour in all demonstrations of the movement
whether it be prabhat feri or liquor-picketing or forest satyagraha.
(9) Sholapur, September 22.—There was procession at Akluj (Malsiras
Police Station) on September 17. There are two sects amongst the Jains
at Akluj, namely Shvetambar and Digambar. The formier is in favour
of prabhat feris and the latter, though until recently in favour of such
agitation, have of late abandoned the idea.
The Rupabhavani riot case is still going on in the Special Magistrate's
Court. The next date fixed for hearing is October 1. The Civil Court
burning case is going on in the Sessions Court. Some youths were noticed
parading and shouting slogans. They were told to stop but refused.
Three were put up under the District Police Act and fined Rs. 50 or
1 month's rigorous imprisonment. One paid up and the other two are in
prison.
There was no noteworthy agitation during the week, no meetings, processions or hartals.
(10) Satara, September 6.—The week under report shows a further
drop in the number of meetings from 33 tb 23 and the general tone "of the
speakers would appear to be somewhat milder. None of the speakers at
these meetings were men of any importance.

870
The raid at Bilashi and the breaking up of shibirs at other places have
produced a marked effect throughout the district. The people have now
come to their senses and in many instances are paying up their forest dues.
It is hoped that as they have now come to realise their stupidity and aie
convinced that Government are determined to suppress by firm action any
spirit of lawlessness and contempt of authority. The District Superin
tendent of Police remarks that white caps are becoming scarcer, prabhat
fens on the decrease, and the enthusiasm for the display of national flags
is fast waning. Developments are however being carefully watched and
raids continue to be carried out by sub-divisional officers on villages that
have not yet paid up their forest dues and show signs of obstinacy.
(11) Ratnagiri, September 13.—Meetings held include the following:
:.»

Date

Place

Audience

Remarks

•Sept. 6

. . Shiroda, Ven- . . 800 Hiin- .. Principal speakers, JaywartDattatrayaAjgaongurla Police
das. kar, Anant Sakhdran? Nabar of Sr.ircda
station.
• and Vitaal Shankar Dalvi. People were
asked to pusi) on tbe movement although
Uieir leaders Biiagwat and Pandit were
arrested, and to enlist as volunteers.

Sept. 11

.. Hadi, Malwan .. 350 Hin- . . Principal speakers, Shankar Krishnaji Gawan.
talaka.
dus.
kar, pleader of Malwan, ShripadSadashi v
Maiiajap. ci Nerur, and Ganpat Babu Dande
Kar of Hadi. People were aske not to give"
any help to the police who had come to the
village to make investigation

4i--.j-.4c:-

£

(12) Ratnagiri, September 13.—There were in all 37 meetings during
the week, all on account of the Ganapati festival, out of which ten meetings were of a semi-religious and social nature. Of the remainder, some
were to protest against the arrest of Congress leaders and some were in
connection with the Civil Disobedience Movement. At almost all the
meetings boycott of foreign goods and abstinence from drink, the use of
khaddar and spinning were preached.
Processions were held at nine places for Gandhi Day, national flag,
arrest of leaders, etc.
Morning rounds are being taken at Vengurla and Achara (tihrice a week),
and at Chiplun and Khe4 every day (morning and evening), and at 32
other places daily.
•

Hartals were observed at ten places on account of the arrest
leaders and the arrest of Sheth Abdulla at Andheri.
(13) Kolaba, September 13.—Some activity was apparent
during the week, but elsewhere the situation remained fairly
haps partly on account of the continuous bad weather.
There were 16 small meetings of no individual importance.
were small except in the case of the Panvel Satyagraha,
attendance was nearly 3,000.

of Congress
at Panvel
quiet, perAudiences
where the
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1705. Forest Satyagraha.
West Khandesh, September 13.—At about 4-30 p.m., when the vill
iCUltfi

at Ashte, tliree volunteers
and
uie lock of the cattlepound and with the help of the cattle-owners and
villagers let 39 head of cattle loose, which had been impounded on
August 17 by the forest men. A case has been set up in ttie Court of
the Sub-Divisional Magistrate, W. D., West Khandesh. In all 17 accused
have been sent up.
On September o, two accused arrested and 6 others from Harde assaulted the Police Patel and the village kamgar and broke open the lock of
the cattlepound and let loose 193 head of cattle impounded by the Forest
Department. They have been arrested and sent up for trial.
(2) Satara, September 6.—Forest satyagraha was started at Bopardi
lage in Wai taluka, but with the arrest
been
(3) Koiaba, September 13.—At Panvel
working unobtrusively in the villages spreading forest propaganda. The
ellect was apparent when on September 8, forest satyagraha took place
at Kalhe, Chirner and Chavne villages. The Kalhe demonstration was
on a big scale, there being nearly 3,000 participators and 1,000 to 1,500
trees being cut down. Twelve of the leaders were arrested. The release
of Trimbak Narayan Bedekar from jail on September 1 is probably connected with his activity. Another satyagraha was announced for September 11, but this was cancelled at the last minute, perhaps because extra
police had been drafted to Panvel to deal with the situation.
1706* Council Elections.
Bombay Suburban Disiriat, September 13.—The usual picketing was
carried on at Chembur. On September 10, at Andherd, Santacruz and
Ghatkopar, the polling stations were picketed mostly by boys and girls.
Abdulla Rahimtulla was arrested in this connection at Andheri. On the
previous day 111 men and 79 women volunteers were asked to be present
in the Chhawani for the picketing but only 33 men and 30 women, turned
up.
(2) Thana, September 13.—During the week at Juchandra m Bassein
taluka about 100 persons made a show cutting grass in the forest. It
was explained to them by the Sub-Divisional Magistrate that they were
entitled to do this. No damage was done to trees.
(3) Nasik, September 13.—There was picketing in Nasik city on the
10th instant in connection with the Council elections and all the six
polling booths were picketed. Generally speaking the picketing was not
of a rowdy or very objectionable nature and although it is probably it
affected the voting to a certain extent, it is also probable the weather
conditions also assisted at keeping people from the polls. In the district
no trouble occurred over the elections.
(4) Ahmednagar, September 13.—The satyagrahis, reported to be
pitting up at the house of pleader Gartid, were bailed accused from Akola
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side, who were undertrial in Ahmednagar, Garud was absent at Parner
Taluka. This appears to have been because if present in Ahmednagar he
would have had to picket the elections, or stultify hdmself.
(5) Poona, September 13.—On September 10, there was picketing at
most of the polling stations and during the day 16 picketers were temporarily detained under Section 53 (3), Bombay District Police Act. In
the evening crowds at the Reay Market and the Native General Library
made difficulties about the removal of -the ballot boxes, and at the latter
place had to be dispersed. A little later stones were thrown from near
Shilotri Bank Building and a constable got a deep cut below the eye.
At Reav Market also stones w>ere thrown at the Police.
(6) Kolaba, September 13.—There was no picketing at the elections.
1711. Hoisting of the National Flag.
Ratnagiri, September 13.—At Khed on September 8, the so-called national
flag was hoisted on the school against tne consient of the headmaster.
Similarly on September 9, a flag was hoisted on another school
at Khed by the boys going in procession and assisted by the leaders of
the movement. During the procession the boys attending the school left
their classes and joined the procession.
1712. Swadeshi Propaganda.
(1) Thana, September 13.—Picketing of foreign cloth shopsi goes on in
Bassein.
(2) Nasik, September 13.—The City Sub-Inspector, Nasik, reports that
there is now a movement on foot amongst the women to picket foreign
cloth shops. The leaders of this movement are Vidyawati, wile of
Triloknath Meyor, and Parwatibai, wife of Vishwanath Gangadhar Ketkar
and they go from house to house to obtain the names of women for the
picketing movement.
(3) Ahmednagar, September 13.—It is significant of the general
situation in. Ahmednagar district that cloth merchants of Sangamner have
begun to sell foreign cloth in the open market.
1712-B. Ville Parle Chhawani.
Bombay Suburban District,
District. September 13.—There was no change in the
number of volunteers on the roll of the Ville Parle Chhawani. The total
number of volunteers of both sexes, who had given in their names and
paid four annas each, is now 604. Dr. A. P. Kothari and S. S. Naik
visited the Chhawani during the week. The leaders of the Chhawani visited
the Bombay Congress House daily. On September 7, Charkhas anld
takli, etc., were sold in the Ville Parle Chhawani which fetched Rs. 65
The manufacturing of
i Chhawani
Dharmanand Kosambi,
Rahimtulla'i
place as chief of the Chhawani visits the Chhawani every other day to
supervise the work of Chhawani. The leaders and volunteers of the
and
be
further damped enthusiasm in the
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1713. Temperance Movement
(1) lhana, September i3.—Liquor-shop picketing took place during the
week at .bhayandar, Kalyan, Bassem, JNavgiiar and Virar.
(2; Masik September 13.—So tar as cne iiquor-snops picketing is
concerned there appears to have been a general siacKening in tins movement and most ponce stations report trial the movement has stopped
or partiaUy stopped.
(3) Ahmednagar, September 13.—Nominal picketing of liquor shops at
Paihardi and Kopargaon continues.
1,4) Satara, September 6.—Picketing of liquor shops continues at Masur
and Wai but not with the keenness and energy as previously exhibited.
Prosecutions in this connection are freely lodged.
(5) Ratnagiri, September 13.—Mai wan toddy shops were picketed
during the week without any effect on sales, and liquor shops from September 7 to 10, after which it had stopped. Deogad shops were picketed till
September 7, Khed shops were piciceted at intervals during the week and
stopped on September y, picketing at Achara stopped on September 3.
PART-III
CENTRAL PROVINCES POLICE ABSTRACTS OF INTELLIGENCE
This part of the Volume furnishes the source material cuiied from the
Central Provinces Police Abstracts of Intelligence. As stated earlier,
these Abstracts of Intelligence are yet secret and not accessible to students
of History. They are, however,
very authentic documents which were
originally intended for helping the fMming of policy and execution of
measures of maintenance of law and order.
These Abstracts of Intelligence furnish the reports for dll the districts
then in the Central Provinces and Berar. The districts included all the
districts now included in Vidarbha, besides the Hindi-speaking districts
of Chhindwada, Betul, Jubbulpore, Khandawa, Raipur, Drug, B Haspur,
Mandla, Nimarr, Saugor, Hoshangabad, Balaghat and Narsingpur.
We
have culled in this Volume the Police reports pertaining to the following
districts now, included in Maharashtra:—(7) Buldhana, (2) Amravati,
(3) Akola, {4) Yeotmal, (5) Wardha, (6) NagpuP, (7) Chanda {now called
Chandrapur), and (8) Bhandara.
CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE IN VIDARBHA
In the Central Provinces and Berar the Salt Satyagraha was symbolic
and not widespread due to \the absence of easy targets as salt works or
the sea shore. Manufacture of salt was possible only at Dahihanda in
Akola district and at Bhamod, about five kilometres away from Dahihanda
in Amravati district. This tract was selected by the Berar P. C. C. for
satyagraha. Four wells at Dahihanda were suitable for salt-making as
they contained salt water. These wells, owned by some individuals, had
earlier been yielding salt under Government permit. The salt yielding
capacity of \the well at Bhamod was very limited. Once the mlt
satyagraha wa$\ announced to be taken up by Gandhiji, Congressmen from
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Vidarbha, and particularly those from Amravati, Akola, Wardha and
Nagpur, proceeded in batches of volunteers to Dahihanda for undertaking
sail manufacture. The firsi baxh of volunteers arrived at Dahihanda on
12 April 19JO and ii was followed by several atlwrs from all over the
Province, Initially the swyagrahis. had a problem with the owners of
well who refused them w draw water. The enthusiastic volunteers then
proceeded to Bhamod and launched upon salt making. On the very first
day (13 April) two and a half seers ( about two and a quarter kilograms)
of salt was manufactured by boiling water from the Bhamod well. It was
an encouraging endeavour which continued for some days. Meanwhile
the owners of wells at Dahihanda came round and yielded to the
satyagrahis. .Salt making continued at Dahihanda for many days in
April and May.
But the natural target in the Central Provinces and Berar was forest
regulations. Although there was less civil disobedience in the Central
Provinces and Berar during the early months of the country-wide movement, the wave of forest satyagraha gathered momentum from June 1930.
The Governor of Central Provinces and Berar, Sir Montagu Butler,
expressed his fears at the spreading movement which was attracting
women, children and villagers at the end of July 1930. He reported that
Uie situation was out of hand in Nagpur and Jubbulpore. The situation,
from Government's point of view, deteriorated so much that the police
tired six times and punitive police were imposed in twelve areas.
It is noteworthy that a Responsivist leader like B. S. Moonje joined
the movement as late as July, and that too with an eye on publicity for
the forthcoming elections. It is also noteworthy that Moonje like
Khaparde was temperamently a Tilakite, and was hardly in favour of
Gandhiji's mass movement of civil disobedience. Moonje like his Poona
counter part, N. C. Kelkar, favoured the Council-entry policy and
clamoured to get seats in the Legislatures. However, by the end of June
the Rcsponsivists realised that civil disobedience as a mass continental
movement has awakened the masses and it was no use remaining on the
fences. It is also remarkable that although Moonje actively participated
in civil disobedience from June, he was preparing himself to attend the
Round Table Conference of November 1930. Moonje and his associate
S. B. Tambe did attend the Round Table Conference of November 1930
in spite of Congress opposition. The Congressmen and even the masses
in Vidarbha were opposed to their attendance in the Round Table.
Conference as it was going to be a futile exercise. An echo of the same
was experienced during the burning of effigies of B. S. Moonje and
S. B. Tambe in September 1930 (See page 1001 ).
M. S. Aney joined the war council in the third week of April 1930.
The prominent Responsivists, who had been entrenched in many positions
of power in Government and local bodies, followed Aney's lead. The
stalwarts among the Responsivists to participate in civil disobedience
were Dr. Munje, Ramrao Deshmukh and Dr. Hedgewar. They declared
their support to Gandhiji's Civil Disobedience Movement and joined the
Confess volunteers in the preparation of salt at Dahihanda. The temper
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of the movement rose high in May. . It was at this stage that Government
undertook the most repressive measures to suppress the movement.
But the people were in an unrelenting mood, ihe boycott of foreign
doth and the anti-liquor movement became more intense. Picketing
gathered momentum and occasionally resulted in violence,
ticketer
ladies marched through Nagpur and Ainrava^ wearing white khadi and
singing national songs. This was an unprecedented scene in the region.
The student fraternuy became more volatile and the authorities were
obliged to close many high schools and colieges. This was probably the
first truly "mass" agitation ever launched in the territory. The next phase
1
of civil disobedience, namely, forest satyagraha, began in June-July.
Wamanrao Joshi better known as Veer Waman, the great Mormhi
playwright, Brijlal Biyani, Moreshwar Abhyankar, P. B. Gole, Poonamchand Kanka, lamnalak Bafaj, ^ - N. B. Khare,
Nilkazilharco
R. Deshmukh, Durgabai Joshi, Atiey, Bhagwandin Sharma, Abbas Tyabji,
K. V. Sahasrabudhe, S. T. Dharmadhikari. Sunderlal, N. M# Ghaiwai were
the principal leaders of the people's movement. They activated public
opinion to such an extent that the bureaucracy was surprised as the faci
that the people of C. P. and Berar who were hitherto friendly and
hospitable to the Government now adopted a sullen hostility and
2
determination.
Wamanrao Gopal Joshi had been a terrorist revolutionary of Amravati.
In the course of time he became a follower of Tilak and discarded his
earlier terrorist ideology. He had been propagating the Tilak school of
thought in Berar for long. After Tikik's death he advocated that Gandhiji
was the natural heir to Tilak, and that Gandhiji's satyagraha had a contmental mass appeal and there is no alternative to it. Moreshwar
Vasudeo Abhyankar had been another staunch Home Rule activist in the
TUak era. Now he took a big lead in activating the masses in Vidarbha
for civil disobedience. The Police regarded Joshi and Abhyankar very
dangerous as they could arouse public opinion very effectively.
Jamnalal Bajaj, Ravi Shankar Shukla, Veer Wamanrao,
Abhyankar,
Sunderlal and Bhagwandin had earlier taken the lead in popularising the
Non-Co-operation Movement and in making the Nagpur Congress of 1920
a grand success. All these persons along with Poonamchand Ranka,,
Manchersa Aw art, A. R. Tijare, Vinoba Bhave, G. N. Tikekar,
N. R. Deshmukh and A bid Alt, had made the Nagpur Flag Satyagraha
of 1923 a grand success. Each and every one of them exerted his full
might during the Civil Disobedience Movement throughout.
Jamnalal Bajaj moved on to the national political stage in 1925. By
this time Moreshwar Abhyankar became ihe leader of the Congress in
Nagpur Division. He brought in new elements into the Congress and
gave the organisation a new look. Soon Dr. N. B. Khate became his
Chief Lieutenant in Nagpur. The Veer Wamanrao—Abhyankar
unity
inducted new men into the Congress, such as P. B. Gole and Durgabai
1
2

K. K. Chaudharf, Maharashtra and Indian Freedom Struggle,
For detailed analysis See ibk', p p . 91-93.
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Joshi, bath of A kola. The most influential ypungman to emerge in
Vidarbha by 1930 was Brijlal Biyani. His role in the freedom struggle
from 1930 to 1945 was spectacular.
M. S. Aney's joining the war council in the third week of April 1930
was significant due to many reasons. Not only was he a Tiiakite but
was also popular. He had also not identified himself with the Ministry
formation of 1924 or 1929. He had, therefore, a clean image. It was the
Civil Disobedience Movement
which took Aney to the height of his
political careerf and he became the Congress President for few days in
1933-34. But Aney's later wedding with the British Government during
the days of the Individual Satyagraha and the Quit India
Movement
brought him discharge in \ihe eye of the Congress and nationalist forces in
India. Aney was then a Memoer
in the Viceroy's Executive Council
winch spared no ejjort to bury the Quit India Movement and to massacre
thousands of Indians.
The politics in the Central Provinces and Berar prior to the Civil
Disobedience Movement was a veryl complicated affair. The Swarajist
Party, in opposition to the Congress, was invited by the Governor io
form a Ministry under Dr. Moonje, in 1924-25. But the Swaraj tarty
declined, the offer because its acceptance would have been opposed by
the Congress. Between 1925-26, Swarajists' unity collapsed as the three
factions oy the Swaraj Party vied with each other to form a Ministry.
The Governor, therefore, appointed S. B. Tambe as Home Minister, which
portfolio had earlier been held by Sir Moreshwar Joshi, Later the
Marathi leaders of the Swarajist Party formed a Ministry in the C. P. and
Berar in 1929. But a year later they fell in line with the Congress9 ana
their Mimsiry relinquished office in 1930 and launched a campaign of
Civil Disobedience.
There were separate Provincial Congress Committees for Berar and the
Central Provinces. The factor gave rise to several difficulties in execution
of the satyagraha programme. The two Provincial Congress Committees
were merged into one subsequently.
The satyagraha activities of the Berar Provincial Congress Committee
and the Central Provinces Congress Committee
included the items
mentioned below : —
1. Manufacture of salt at Dahihanda and Bhamod.
2. Sale of contraband salt.
3. Illicit cutting of toddy trees; timber, griass and other forest
produce.
4. Grazing of cattle in Government forests without paying fees.
5. Picketing of liquor shops, and preventing auctions of liquor.
6. Boycott of foreign cloth.
7. National Flag salutations and hoisting flags on public buildings.
8. Boycott, both social and economic of Government servants.
Exhortation to Government servants to resign.
9. Violation of prohibitory orders and Ordinances.
10. Boycott of schools and colleges.—Editor.
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GENERAL SUMMARY
1

134 . Active propaganda in the cause of civil disobedience continues,
and meetings are reported from a number of districts. Wamanrao Joshi
2
of Amraoti has made an extensive tour of the Buldana district, Bhave of
Wardha and Tijare of the Nagpur Tilak Vidyalaya have been moving in
3
the interior of the Nagpur district, Seth Govind Das and Dwarka Prasad
4
Mishra of Jabbulpore have addressed a further meeting at Khandwa, and
5
Bhagwandin of Nagpur has spoken at Wardha and Arvi, and Rajaram •
Shukuli of Chhindwada at Damoh. These and other meetings organised
by local leaders at various centres were only moderated attended and the
audiences, with one or two exceptions, unresponsive. The speeches broke
6
no new ground. Sunderlal Sharma , author of Bharat Men Angrezi Raj,
who lectured at Nagpur on the 30th March under the auspices of the
Nagpur Nagar Congress Committee, attracted an audience of about 2,500.
POLITICAL, POLITICO-RELIGIOUS AND RACIAL MOVEMENTS

136. (vii) Wardha, 25.3.30.—On the 17th March Bhagwandin Sharma of
Nagpur lectured at Wardha on Gandhi's campaign of civil disobedience
and exhorted the people to be ready for mass action when called upon,
7
Jammanlal Bajaj was in the chair.
1

f

Like the Bombay Presidency Police Abstracts of Intelligence hese A t t r a c t s contain
sections such as General Summary ; Extra Provincial Agitators "Political; Politico-P.eligious
ami Racial Movements ; Religions and Social Excitement and ProPagandism
;
Labour
;
r
Miscellaneous ; and Residen* Agitators. We hav^reoroduc^ ^e ^th<* extracts on Political,
Politico-Religious and Racial Movements which deal with Civil Disobedience.
2
Vinoba Bhave, a saint of Oandhian though* Participated in the Flag Satyagraha at
Nagour in May-August 192^ He joined Gandhip in the famous Dandi March. He was
specially chosen by Gandh»'ji the first satvagrahi in the Individual Satvpgraha in 1940.
He was arrested in Quit India Movement. Later he devoted to Bhoodan Movement.
3
Seth Ghovind Das participated in the N'Mi-Cooperation Movement. In 1923 he was
elected to the Central Legislative Assembly and in 1925 for the Council of State. He founded
Youth League in 1930 to propagate nationalism. He was president of P.C.C.
Q
* Dwarkaora ad Mishra took part in the Non-Coop^ra'ion Movement. With the
help of Shukla, Das and Biyani he organised Congress activities in the Central Provinces
with Jabalpur as its cen're. He associated middle classes particularly merchants with Civil
c
Disobedience Movement. He organised tb* Hindustani Seva Dal. He also organised fore t
satyagraha in Hindi speaking areas of C. P.
s Pandit Bhagwandin was appointed a? a suparvisor of Asahayoea Ashram, Natrur by
Jamhalal Bajaj. He took part in the Non-Co-operation Movement and Nagpur Flag
Satyagraha, besides Civil Disobedience.
6
Pandit Sundeilal took part in the Non-Co-eoeration Movement and Nagpur Flag
Satyagraha. He was president oi P.C.C. His woik daring Civil Disobedience was valuable.
7
The correct name is Jarnnalal Bajaj. The Police authorities have not spelt it properly
Hence we have corrected this name wherever it occurred in subsequent pages.
(
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(viii) Wardha, 31.3.30.—Bhagwandin Sharma of Nagpur delivered a
lecture to an audience of about 200 persons at Arvi on the 27th March
under the presidentship of Nilkanthrao Babbasaheb Deshmukh of Viral.
He spoke on the idependence movement and the boycott of foreign
cloth, and appealed for volunteers for Gandhi's satyagraha, urging all students of over 15 years of age to enlist themselves. Hariram Marwadi of
Arvi said that they were ready for satyagraha aga'nst the Forest Laws
immediately, but their instructions were to await the signal.
(ix) Wardha, 31.3.30.—Nilkanthrao Deshmukh of Viral is reported to
have left for Ahmedabad (to offer himself as a volunteer in the Salt
satyagraha.
(x) Nagpur, 3.4.30.—On the 20th March, Benuvagi Beg, Jagannath and
Gajanand of the Wardha Ashram visited Katol. The former addressed
a meeting in which he urged support for Gandhi's movement.
(xi) Nagpur, 3.4.30.—Vinoba Bhave of Wardha in company with Tijare
has been touring the district. He addressed meetings at Ramtek, Umred,
Kuhi and Bori and left for Wardha on the 27th March. Bhave exhorted
his audience to follow Gandhi's movement, the three cardinal principles
of which were civil disobedience, abolition of liquor, and wearing of
khaddar. The audiences were extremely meagre and unresponsive.
(xii) Nagpur, 3.4.30.—Pandit Sunderlal Sharma of Allahabad arrived in
Nagpur on the 29th March. On the 30th he addressed a public meeting
called by the Nagar Congress Committee under the presidentship of
Bhagwandin the attendance being about 2,500. He spoke in support of
the Gandhi movement, and pointed out that independence could not be
secured by violence, but onlv bv communal unity.
(xviii) Nagpur, 3.4.30.—On the 2nd April, leaflets were circulated in the
1
city over the signatures of Punamchand Ranka calling for support in men
and money for the satyagraha movement.
(xiv) Buldana, 28.3.30.—A tour to arouse enthusiasm in Gandhi's war
of independence has been made by Veer Wamanrao Joshi of Amraoti and
Durgawati Bai Joshi of Akola, accompanied bv Gulabrao Baxi of
Amraoti, Korde, School Master of Akola, Balasaheb Kulkarni of Bhusawal
and Mrs. Girjabai Bhat of Bombay. They have made the usual but
unactionable speeches at the following places:
(1) Shegaon, 20-3-30.—Audience 500. Sahasrabudhe presided.
(2) Khamgaon, 21-3-30.—400 attended. Dr. Parasnis presided.
(3) Jalgaon, 22-3-30.—400 attended. Korde presided.
(4) Malkapur, 23-3-30.—600 attended. Madan Saogi of Malkapur
presided.
T

r

P^nnmchand RanVa. a Mi wv*i cloth seller and a clew associate of Gandh'ii- toolc
l^ad with Tamnalal B.^H to W o o u for^>n cloth in 1021. H* also participated in the
+
q
Na^mK Fh<* Sa va<r -ba, Civil Disobedience Movement, Individual Satyagraha and Quit
India Movement.
3
Dure;abai Joshi (Akola), a woman leader, encouraeed women to Participate in the
Civil Disobedience Movement. She workod with ether women leaders-Anusayabai Kale
and Parvatibai Patwardhan.

(5) Buldana, 24-3-30.—Audience 200.
No president, as Wamanrao
Joshi said no human being fit to be president as the subject of the
meeting was so pious and serious.
(6) Chikhli, 25-3-30.—Speeches said to have been more or less
acceptable. (They were not reported so in the other places.)
(xv) Buldana, 4-4-30.—Waman Rao Joshi and party lectured at Mehkar
on the 25th March. Before the meeting there was a lot of discussion
amongst the pleaders and the leaders of Mehkar as to who should preside.
The pleaders being followers of Y. M. Kale and in favour of Council
entry, are not in favour of Waman Rao Joshi's propaganda, so V. K.
Soman presided.
It was at first intended to hold the meeting in the Balaji temple but as
Muhammadans are not allowed there the venue was changed. Only 500
attended, including very few Bohras and the proceedings started very late
as nobody turned up. The usual speeches were delivered and they are
said to have had little or no effect. A sum of Rs. 43-9-6 was collected.
A further meeting was held in village Pimpalgaon Kale, Station-house
Jalgaon, on the 1st April. Korde, Head Master of the Rashtriya School,
Akola, presided and about 300
attended. The
speakers
were
Veer Waman Rao Joshi, Korde, Borwandkar, Head Master of the
Rashtriya School, Hiralal Marwari, village Wankhed, and Krishna
Rao Deshmukh of village Garadgaon, Station-house Khamgaon.
1
Their speeches were the usual independence speeches with many
references to the prosperous economic condition of India prior
to the British rule.
Waman Rao said that British rule was based on
treachery, and he and other speakers made pointed remarks about the
police reporters. Rs. 16-12-9 were collected.
*

*

*

(xvii) Amraotu 29-3-30.—On (the 23rd March, 200 people attended a
meeting in Jog Square, Amraoti at which Dr. G. G. Bhojraj presided.
S. T. Dharmadhikari of the Tilak Vidyalaya, Nagpur, made a rambling
speech on the philosophy of satyagraha and civil disobedience. He said
nothing remarkable.
(xviii) Amraoti, 29-3-30.—There is talk of starting civil disobedience in
regard to forest laws in Motrsii taluq. A war committee has been formed
by Ramrao Deshmukh, Kr-M.L.C, of Jarur. H*s activities are being
watched.
(xxii) Akola, J-4-30.—On the 26th March Mahadeo Shastri who recently
returned from the Sabarmati Ashram, went round Akola city selling
khaddar> accompanied by 4 or 5 students of the National School. He
described Gandhi's battle for ffreedom and asked all persons over 18 vears
of ape to become volunteers for the breaking of forest laws.
(xxiii) Akola, 1-4-30.—Waman Rao Joshi and party paid a visit to
Sitpur on the 27th March. An application was made to the sanitation

*
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committee asking that the flag of independence be flown on the Sanitation
office and that an address of welcome be given to him. The chairman,
Syed Usman, refused permission saying that Sirpur had no connection
with the movement advocated by Joshi. The latter however did not turn
up. A meeting was held at which Sheonarayan Sharma, abused both the
British Government and Syed Usman. The latter had to be forcibly
restrained from assaulting Sharma and the meeting broke up.
(xxviii) S. B., C. P., 5-4-30.—The Central Provinces Marathi Provincial
Coneress Committee's War Council consisting of Abhyankar, Bhagwandin,
Nilkanthrao Deshmukh and Poonamchand Ranka met privately in
Abhyankar's house on the evening of the 4th March to consider what form
of civil disobedience should be adopted in the province. A few other
rm
Damle. Two members of the War
Bajai and Dr. N. B. Khare, did not attend. It is understood that the
Council unanimously resolved that salt satyagraha be adopted exclusively,
consideration of other forms of civil disobedience being held over for
the present.
137. (a) Nagpur, 3-4-30.—On the 30th March, some 50 volunteers of
the Swatantrya Sainik Dal (Independence Volunteers Corps), composed
almost entirely of teachers and students of the Tilak Vidyalaya, spent the
day at village Panchgaon. Their object was to make themselves acquainted
with camp life and to study the possibilities of satyagraha in the dehat.
(b) Nagpur, 3-4-30.—On the 31st March, a meeting of the Swatantrya
Sainik Dal was held to pay homage to the National Flag on the occasion
of the Hindu New Year. 70 volunteers attended. Sunderlal who made
a short speech, said that Gandhi's movement was but an off-shoot of the
Nagpur Flag Satyagraha which he considered should never have been
stopped. He again stressed the necessity for communal unity. Sunderlal
left the same day for Bombay. (But I understand he is likely to return
in order to conduct the Satyagraha movement in this province.)
138. Wardha, 25-3-30.—On the 6th March, Purushottam Mahajan of
Nagpur initiated a branch of the Swayam Sewak Sangh at Arvi. Some
18 men and boys are said to have enlisted. Further details are
awaited.
*

*

*

—i-

141. Akola 1-4.30.-On the 22nd March, K. V. Sahasrabudhe and
Tarabai Mashruwala (a pirl of 14) went round the town hawking
Khaddar. They repeated the performance on the following day, accompanied by some students of the National School. At various places
W
St PPed Sahasrabudhe
^ l ,7
?
§ave short lectures advocating the use
of Khaddar, the boycott of foreign cloth and abstention from liquor

^
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147. Congress activity has greatly increased during the past week and
meetings have been hedd throughout the Province. Local agitators are
growing bolder in their condemnation of Government and are more
emphatic in their demands for money and volunteers. So far, however,
response has been sporadic and enthusiasm is by no means general.
Various forms of civil disobedience are discussed of which the most
popular seem to be the manufacture of illicit salt and infringement of
the forest laws. One of the few localities in the Central Provinces where
salt can be obtained in any quantity is a saline tract in the neighbourhood
of Dahihanda in the Akola district where salt was formerly manufactured
by Government. This tract has been selected by the Berar Provincial
Congress Committee as the satyagraha centre for Berar, and the first
batch of 16 volunteers, headed by Sahasrabudhe, left Akola on the
10-th April and will begin to manufacture salt at Dahihanda on the 13th.
A small party of 5 volunteers from Nagpur have joined them, there being
no workable area in the Marathi districts.
At the present moment the areas most likely to give trouble would
seem to be Berar, Raipur and Betul. While in the rest of the province
agitation is so far more or less confined to the townships, in these three
areas it is being energetically carried on in the interior and would appear
to be taking effect. Wamanrao Joshi of Amraoti continues his dangerous
speaking and has made violent and abusive speeches at Yeotmal and at
the Amraoti Taluq Political Conference held at Thugaon in the Amraoti
district on the 30th March
National Week is being celebrated at Nagpur with less enthusiasm
than usual. The audience at the first meeting on the evening of the
6th April numbered 2,500, but subsequent meetings are reported to have
been only moderately attended. The attendance was again 2,500 at
a meeting held on the 9th to congratulate Jamnalal Bajaj and various
other leaders on their recent arrests.
POLITICAL, POLITICO-RELIGIOUS AND RACIAL MOVEMENTS

150. (ix) Wardha, 7-4-30.—On the 27th March Ghatwai of Hinganghat
lectured to an audience of about 75 persons at Girad. He explained the
significance of the satyagraha movement in respect of salt and other
taxes. He used offensive language towards the Government.
(x) Wardha. 7-4-30.—On the ' 28th March, Bhagwandin of Nagpur
delivered a lecture at Karanja to an audience of about 200 persons under
A-115—56-A.
f
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the presidentship of Nilkanthrao. He spoke on the Congress campaign
and appealed for volunteers to join in the salt satyagraha. He advocated
absolute non-violence. Seven men volunteered to join Gandhi, but were
told to think it over.
*

*

*

(xii) Amraoti, 5-4-30.—The Amraoti Taluq Political Conference was
lidd at Thugaon, Station-house Takarkheda, on the 30th March.
Drs. Patwardhan and Soman, N. R. Bamangaonkar, H. W. Deshpande,
T. G. Joshi, Bedekar, Dr. N. T. Paturkar, Duiga Tai Joshi of Akoia and
Baba Rao Sawkar of Saur (adjacent village) attending. The audience
numbered 450. W. G. Joshi presided and Shriram Bhaiji Deshpande of
Thugaon, the principal organiser of the conference, was chairman of the
reception committee.
Shi nam condemned the British Government and all its works and said
that Indians were now out to wrest Swaraj from the British by refusing
to pay all oppressive taxes. The Non-co-operation Movement ot
1920-21 had failed for want of proper leadership : this time the leaders
must not withdraw in the middle of the struggle.
Waman Rao Joshi, after a vehement denunciation of British rule, said
that the Lahore Congress had entirely changed the old idea of ameliorating
their condition by constitutional means while remaining within the
British Empire. A demon would have devoured them all at once, but
the British were killing them gradually. After all they aill had to die and
it was no use dying like eunuchs. He would speak out his mind fearlessly
before every Englishman and every Government minion (reporters and
magistrates) : they were no better than dogs or goats. He would
willingly lose everything he had, if he could see the British Raj reduced
to ashes. They were not images of clay or beasts to rot in slavery,
The blood of their holy mother was running in their veins. They might
be hanged but they would not fail to preserve the purity of their blood.
If they were not beasts and would call themselves real men, let them
boldly proclaim that their mother land India would no longer remain
under the sway of the British. These Britishers bowed down before them
when they came to India for the first time and subsequently killed those
very people who had given them shelter. Thousands of people were
dying in India, but the real man was he who would die in the war of
Independence. It was shameful to call themselves the descendants of
their glorious ancestors mentioned in the Ramayana while they were
being trodden under the heels of 3 lakhs of English people. They were
being kicked because they kept quiet. They had reduced themselves to
the level of beasts. They should tear to pieces any men who dared to
point even a finger at any one of them. India umst live on terms of
equality she wouild never bow down before anybody. He had nothing
to care for in this world. The Government could clap him in jail and
gag his mouth, but they could not suppress his ideas or thoughts. They
would now discuss a few resolutions embodying these ideas and thoughts
which no Englishman could kill.
A 115—56-B
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Dr. Soman moved the first resolution accepting the independence
resolution of the Lahore Congress and recommending the carrying out
of the Congress programme in the Amraoti taluq. This was supported
by R. B. Kale and H. W. Deshpande and declared passed unanimously.
The second resolution sympathising with Gandhi and requesting the
people of the Amraoti taluq to take part in the salt satyagraha proposed
by the Berar Provincial Congress Committee was moved by
Dr. S. G. Patwardhan. S. Y. Patel of Assegaon and Durgatai Joshi
supported the resolution which was declared passed unanimously.
Bamangaonkar moved the third resolution protesting against the
disproportionate assessment of land revenue hi Berar and requesting the
people of the taluq to keep an account of their income and expenditure
and to be prepared for satyagraha in the event of an unjust assessment.
Gopal P.ao Baxi supported the resolution which was also declared
carried.
Waman Rao Joshi in his closing speech said that history did not tell
them that independence could be gained by peaceful means. Satyagraha,
however, was not the weapon of the weak. It required self-control.
One who received a blow without retaliation conserved his strength and
the moment be retaliated the opponent would be nowhere. They might
remain non-violent, but the world would not, and ultimately the present
peace would change into violence. They must remain non-violent until
a black sepoy fired at the white soldiers.
(xiv) Amraoti, 5-4-30.—On the 31st March, Dr. D. B. Soman presided
at a meeting convened by the Congress Committee and Students'
Association to celebrate political sufferers' day. 200 attended, and
appropriate resolution was passed. The president was seconded by
L. R. Malani, a student of the King Edward College.
(xv) Amraoti, 5-4-30.—A public meeting for ladies was held at Amraoti
on the 1st April. Mrs. Parwati Bai Patwardhan presided and the speaker
was Mrs. Durgatai Joshi of Akola. Some 50 women attended. The
speaker dealt with the Congress resolution, Gandhi's activities and the
necessity for supporting him. A similar meeting of women was held in
Narayan temple on the 2nd April, when Durgatai Joshi made the same
speech.
(xvi) Amraoti, 5-4-30.—There is a certain amount of loose talk about
civil disobedience in isolated places in this district, but it is evident that
the ground has not yet been sufficiently prepared. The extremist leaders
have not made any special effort to corrupt the cultivating classes as they
did in 1920-21, and outside the bigger towns little interest is shown in
political affairs. In the towns too, audiences are small and consist chiefly
ot students and the pleader class from which they emanate.
(xxxv) Nagpur, 10-4-30.—National week began on the 6th April'. In
spite of the general excitement throughout India, there has been less
enthusiasm here this year than in any previous year. Even the annual
procession through the civil station has been abandoned.
On the 6th morning a small procession of 75 boys, mostly of the
Tilak Vidyalaya, marched through Sitabuldi and the city and dispersed
at the Tilak statue after S. T. Dharmadhikari had made a short speech-
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In the evening a procession of similar size passed through the city and
was followed by a public meeting at the Town Hall, attended by about
2,500 persons. Bhagwandin, Dharmadhikari, Tijare and Ghatwai
explained Gandhi's programme of civil disobedience and appealed for
support.
The rest of the week's programme consists of nightly meetings in
various mohaUas of the city, at which the persons mentioned above are
making strenuous efforts for volunteers. There is no enthusiasm, and
the meetings are on the whole, sparsely attended.
(xxxvi) Nagpur, 10-4-30.—On the 7th April, Bhagwandin and
Punamchand held a meeting in Kamptee for civil disobedience
propaganda.
; (xxxvii) Nagpur, 10-4-30.—-Two thousand and five hundred persons
attended a public meeting held on the 9th April by the Nagar Congress
Committee to congratulate Jamnalal Bajaj and other leaders on their
arrests. 150 foreign caps were burnt.
(xxxviii) S. B., C. P., 10-4-30.—A party of five volunteers selected by
the Nagpur Nagar Congress Committee left Nagpur by train on the
morning of the 9th April to engage in the illicit manufacture of salt at
Dahihanda, a saline tract in the Akola district where Government salt
was manufactured formerly.
The District Superintendent of Police, Akola, wires that Dahihanda
has been selected by the Berar Provincial Congress Committee as the
satyagraha centre for Berar.
It is understood that Dahihanda, being one of the few localities in the
Central Provinces where salt can be obtained in any quantity, is likely
to become the objective of all three Provincial Congress Committees.
The Nagpur volunteers are to combine with the first batch of fifteen
from Akola. Satyagraha is to start from the 13th April.
The party consists of V. G. Sahasrabudhe, municipal member and
a teacher of the Tilak Vidyalaya and three students. They were given
a reception in the Town Hall and enthusiastic send off at the railway
station.
(xxxix) Akola, 10-4-30.—The news of the arrest of Jamnalal Bajaj
was received here by special wire on the 8th April and caused a sensation
among Marwari community .A meeting convened the same evening with
7
P. B. Go e, ex-M. L. C , in the chair was attended by about 300 persons.
1
Brijlal Biyani , ex-M. L. C , announced that a batch of volunteers headed
by K V. Sahasrabudhe was starting from Akola and march by stages to
Dahihanda where the salt law would be broken. The satyagrahis were
to reach Dahihanda on the 13th. He also announced that a telegram had
been received to the effect that as there was no place in the Marathi
districts of the Central Provinces where salt coufld be prepared, volunteers
from the C. P. Marathi would also be joining.
^.Brijlal Biyatv, in leasee with Pandit Ravi Shankar Shukla and Sheth GovirH Di<
joined Non-co-operation Movement. He strove bard for the growth of Congress in Central
India. He was a member cf the Provincial Legislature from 1926 to 29 and also nrcsided
over the yidarbha Provincial Congress Committee for a period of 13 vears (1935*48).

m
Another meeting was held on the 9th April, attended by about
1,500 persons. Five volunteers arrived from Nagpur and it was announced
that these 5 would be included in the first batch of 16 volunteers headed
by Sahasrabudhe,, who would start out from Akola at 6-30 a.m. on the
10;h. Dr. Patwardhan and Waman Rao Joshi from Amraoti were present
at the meeting.
About 1,500 persons were present at the Swami Narayan Bhawan this
morning to see the satyagrahis' depart. National songs were sung and
the volunteers were garlanded by Mrs. D. V. Joshi and Mrs. Durgatai
Joshi. Two photographs were taken. The volunteers were garlanded in
different parts of the town as they passed through, and were followed by
the crowd as far as the Akot-File. The volunteers were 15 in number,
excluding Sahasrabudhe who was in command.
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156. The first batch of salt satyagrahis arrived at Dahihanda on the
12th April, but negotiations with the owners of the salt wells failed and
they were forced to move on to Bhamqd, some three miles away in the
Amraoti district, the next day. Salt has since been manufactured daily
and the satyagrahis have been joined by further parties from Amraoti.
The salt obtained has been sold at meetings throughout the Province, but
it is doubtful whether all that has been sold is genuine contraband.
Nagpur city itself is still quiet, although the last National Week meeting
on the 12th April was attended by an audience estimated at 10,000, and
a meeting convened on the 15th to protest against the arrest of
Jawaharlal Nehru by between 7,000 and 8,000 persons.
POLITICAL, POLITICO-RELIGIOUS

AND RACIAL MOVEMENTS

159. (a) (i) Akola, 13-4-30.—The first batch of satyagrahis arrived at
Dahihanda on the morning of the 12th April. They halted at Ugwa and
Keli Veli on the way and did propaganda work there. The total number
of satyagrahis at Dahihanda is now 29. They were met by the munim
and other employees of Seth Kishan Lai, Marwari of Akola, who has
a factory at Dahihanda. There are four wells suitable for the preparation
of salt. They are private property however and it is said that the
owners are unwilling to let them be used for this purpose. In the event
of definite refusal the satyagrahis will move on to Bhamod, three miles
away in the Amraoti district, where Kishan Lai, Marwari, has a suitable
well which will be available. There have been no meetings iff Akola
since the departure of the satyagrahis.

(lij Akola, 14-4-30.—It seems that Bhamod in station-house Daryapur,
district Amraoti, and not Dahihanda is to be the scene of the breaking
of the salt law. On the evening of the 12th April Seth Kishan Lai,
Erijlal Biyani and Dr. Patwardhan of Amraoti went from Dahihanda to
Bhamod, returning some time later. Mrs. Durgatai Joshi with the
daughter of Phadke, pleader, and three Marwaris of Akola arrived in
Dahihanda by motor the same evening. At 9 p.m., a meeting was held
which was attended by all the satyagrahis and a crowd of about
700 persons. Speeches were made by Sahasrabudhe, Muhammad Yusuf
Beg, Durgatai Joshi, Dr. Patwardhan and P. B. Gole, pleader. At the
end, Bdliram Mahar, got up and advised all untouchables to have
nothing to do with this satyagraha until they were allowed the ordinary
rights of Hindus.
On the 13th April, the satyagrahis left at 6-30 a.m. for Bhamod.
Only a few people attended to see them start.
A meeting of about 2,000 persons was held in Akola on the evening
of the 13th April. P. B. Gole being in the chair. Speeches were made
by Durgatai Joshi and Brijlal Biyani, who had returned from Dahihanda.
Biyani auctioned a packet of salt for Rs. 21. About a dozen small
packets of salt were sold at one anna each.
manufactured
(iii) Akola, 15-4-30.—The volunteers at Bhamod
2\ seers of salt on the 13th April. Kishan Lai, Marwari, with some of
the volunteers returned to Dahihanda in the evening leaving five
volunteers near (the well in Bhamod. No salt is reported to have been
prepared so far in Dahihanda.
(iv) Akola, 15-4-30.—A meeting of about 2,000 persons was held in
Akola on the 14th ApriJ when the arrest of Jawaharlal Nehru was
announced. Phadke, pleader, was in the chair. A motion of congratulation was proposed by Gole and carried unanimously. Seth Kishan Lai,
a hartal, which is to be observed today. During
Marwari,
the meeting a few small packets of salt were sold. Small envelopes
have been specially prepared to contain 'the contraband salt for sale.
(v) Akola, 16-4-30.—No salt has been manufactured at Dahihanda.
A few volunteers are working at Bhamod. Enthusiasm at Dahihanda is
waning considerably and very few villagers from outside are now coming
in.

Akola
Brijlal Biyani was in the chair. Jawaharlal's arrest was the main subject
for the speakers. The Muhammadans were strongly criticised for not
playing their part in the present agitation.
15th April. Both the
A nartial hartal was observed in Akola
cotton mills were working, but the cotton market was closed. All Hindu
shops were closed,
(vi) S. B., C. P., 23-4-30.—-The Berar Provincial Congress Committee
March
Akola
War
President—Dr. S. G. Patwardhan.
Vice-President.—Brijlal Biyani, ex-M. L. C , Akola.
»
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Secretaries.—Ambulkar, Akola, T. G. Joshi.
Members.—(1) K. V. Sahasrabudhe, (2) Purshottam Zunzunwalla of
Khamgaon, (3) Krishna Rao Garadgaonkar, Akola,,
(4) Durgatai Joshi, (5) Tarabai Mashruwala, (6) Devidas
Eknath Deshpande, Akola, (7) W. G. Joshi. M. S. Ane
has since been co-opted a member.
(vii) Akola, 22-4-30.—On the 16th April a hartal was observed in
Murtizapar town in coenection with the conviction of Jawahardal Nehru.
A meeting was held later
,
About 400 person^ attended.
Speeches on the usual lines were made by P. B. Gole and Mrs. Durgatai
Joshi. The latter said it was disgraceful that Murtizapur had no
Congress Committee. A packet of contraband salt was auctioned, but
fetched only Rs. 2.
(viii) Akola, 22-4-30.—A meeting of aboulj 300 persons was held at
Borgaon on the 18th April to discuss the satyagraha movement.
Mudliar of Borgaon presided. It was decided to help by touring and
lecturing in the bigger villages of the circle.
*

*

*

Meetings are being held periodically at Dahihanda, where Sahasrabudhe
is addressing audiences of about 200 persons. The volunteers with him
are touring in the surrounding villages inciting people to break the salt
laws. As the result of this teaching one or two patels have prepared
contraband salt at their houses. Sahasrabudhe prepared salt in
Dahihanda on the 17th April near the Station-house. He challenged
the Police to arrest him.
(x) Akola, 21-4-30.—Dr. Patwardhan of Amraoti arrived at Akola on
the 20th April with 17 volunteers, 3 of them boys of 13. On arrival
they were garlanded by members of the Young Women's Association.
Dr. Patwardhan made a speech in which he said as their opponents
(the Government) had refused to show their strength, so it was not wise
for them (the satyagrahis) to show theirs. After the speech the party
was photographed and then left for Dahihanda in lorries.
20 persons of Waregaon, Balapur station-house, gave in their names at
a meeting as volunteers for satyagraha at Dahihanda. The leading spirit
at Waregaon is one Dhanji Bhatiya who is continually organising
meetings there.
(xi) Akola, 22-4-30.—A meeting was convened at Balapur on the 18th
April by Brijlal Biyani, when speeches on civil disobedience were made
by himself, Durgatai Joshi and Miss Seetabai Oak. Only 300 persons
attended. A packet of contraband salt was auctioned for Rs. 10.
A meeting took place at Hiwarkhed on the 20th April, about 200
persons attending. Sampat Bhopale who had been to Dahihanda, recounted
his experiences there and afterwards sold packets of contraband salt.
The first packet auctioned fetched Rs. 11, being bought by Bhagwant Rao
Deshmukh,

\
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Some 21 men of Washim have given thecr names as volunteers to go to
Dahihanda. The chief of them are Dabir, pleader, Dr. Khasjakar and
Trimbak Rao Pathak.
A meeting of about 5,000 persons, including 1,500 women, was held
at Akola on the night of the 21st April. A pot of water had been
brought frcm Dahihanda and salt was publicly prepared by some of the
women. It was then sold by auction, realising Rs. 75. The auctioneer
was Mrs. Durgatai Joshi and the purchaser a Marwari. Great enthusiasm
was displayed at the meeting which was presided over by Brijlal Biyani.
Speeches were delivered by
Biyani,
Mrs. Durgatai Joshi and
Miss Lilatai Oak.
(b) (i) Amraoti, 14-4-30.—Salt is being prepared at village Bhamod,
three miles from Dahihanda station-house, Akola district, and just inside
this district boundary. Five volunteers daily are being told off for the
work. There is an old well of saline water in a field belonging to one
Kishan Lai Marwari, who has assisted in the preparation of salt making
apparatus and repaired the road to enable motors to come from
Dahihanda. Dr. Patwardhan of Amraoti is apparently taking a prominent
part in the arrangements.
(ii) Amraoti, 18-4-30.—Political activity has considerably increased
during the past fortnight. Local agitators have indulged in a good deal
of intemperate speaking and certain speeches are being examined. The
following is a summary of the meetings held : —
4.4.30.—Amraoti. Attendance 450. Speeches by H. W. Deshpande,
Dr. Soman and W. G. Joshi. Joshi's speech renders him liable under
Section 117, I. P. C.
6.4.30.—Amraoti. First day of National week meeting to commemorate
Jallianwala Baug. 500 attended. Dr. Bhojraj, W. G. Joshi, Dr. Soman
and H. W. Deshpande spoke. Joshi in his second speech advised nonviolence until the Indian militia turned their arms against the British,
when non-violence would be changed to violence.
7.4.30.—Amraoti. Audience 400. Dr. Patwardhan, Dr. T. G. Vaidya,
N. R. Bamangaonkar of Akola spoke on the usual lines.
8.4.30.—Amraoti. 500 people present. H. W. Deshpande, T. G. Joshi
and W. G. Joshi spoke as usual.
*

*

*

10.4.30.—Amraoti, 500 present. Speakers T. G. Joshi and W. G. Joshi.
The latter urged audience to join the satyagraha.
11.4.30.—Amraoti. 550 present. Bamangaonkar liable under Section 117,
T. P. C. W. G. Joshi gave a religious parable, ending with a reference to
the change from non-violence to violence at some future date.
*

*

*

13.4,30.—Amraoti. Over 1,000 present. Final meeting of national week.
W. G. Joshi announced impending departure of two parties of salt
satyagrahis from Amraoti for Dahihanda. Dr. Patwardhan also spoke.
W. G. Joshi auctioned contraband salt for Rs. 31.
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14.4.30.—Amraoti. To congratulate Jawaharlal
Nehru. Audknce
1,200. Speakers Drs. Bhojraj and Fatwardhan, who said Government
had provoked youths to the use of bombs and pistols but urged nonviolence. Bamangaonkar and W. G. Joshi also, spoke.
The latter made
an objectionable speech not, however, directly indictable under Section H7>
15.4.30.—Complete hartal observed at Amraoti for Jawaharlal Nehru.
Procession 5-30 p.m. Meeting at close of procession at 7-30 p.m.
Audience 2,500, mostly students. Bamangaonkar moved resolution of
congratulation t oall salt convicts, and urgied the breaking of salt laws.
T. G. Joshi, Dr. Bhojraj and Dr. Patwardhan also spoke.
(iii) Amraoti, 18-4-30.—Efforts have been made by W. G. Joshi and
Ramrao Deshmukh of Jarud in the Morsi taluq to unite Brahmans and
Non-Brahmans with a view to civil disobedience, but with no definite
result.
Ramrao Deshmukh and other addressed a meeting of 200 persons at
Warur on the 6th April on civil disobedience.
(iv) Amraoti, 18-4-30.—Popatlal, H. W. Deshpande, Bamangaonkar,
and Zainuddin of Karanja held a meeting at Daryapur on the 10th April
at which some 600 atttended, including many Marwari and Gujerati
Banias. Dr. Dharmadhikari and the usual Daryapur extremists were
present. Subscriptions and volunteers were demanded and salt satyagraha
advocated. The usual anti-Government speeches were well received.
(v) Amraoti, 18-4-30.—Small meetings and a hartal were reported from
Chandur taluq to mark national week and the arrest of Jawaharlal Nehru.
At Dattapur a meeting of 500 was organised by the local Marwaris on
tht; 15th April, after the hartal and procession, and was addressed by
Dr. Soman of Amraoti. He urged his audience to break the salt laws
and abused Government freely in offensive terms. His speeches created
a considerable impression.
Contrary to the impression given by the report, the general feeling in
the district is at present well disposed towards Government. Agitation
is restricted to the larger towns where, however, it is undoubtedly gaining more followers daily. The increased attendance at meeting is of
course due to the vacations of schools and colleges.
(ii) Bhandara, 12-4-30.—Seth Fatehchand presided over meetings at
Tumsar on the 6th, 9th and 10th April. The audience averaged 200.
Ten persons have volunteered for civil disobedience.
(iii) Bhandara, 12-4-33.—A public meeting in Bhandara on the 6th April
carried resolution criticising the arrest of Vallabhbhai Patel and
appreciating Gandhi's courage. On the 9th one Acharya Vinobaji Bhave
of Wardha lectured on ciVil disobedience, and the boycott of foreign
cloth. A bonfire of foreign cloth was made. On the 10th there was a
general hartal at Tumsar on the arrest of Jamnalal Bajaj.
(iv) Bhandara, 12-4-30.—Two teachers, Mothe
Deshmukh
and
Balkrishna, paraded the streets of Andhargaon with about 25 boys and
a national flag on the 6th April.
(v) Bhandara, 21-4-30.—On the 13th April, a procession of 50 strong,
consisting mostly of national school boy si, paraded the streets of Gondia.
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Sheobalak Singh Hakim presided over a meeting of about 200 persons
held in the evening. Joglekar, Chaturbhuj and Dalsukh, Gujerathi of
Gondia, lectured on the national week, salt satyagraha, the arrests of
Congress leaders and the objects of rivil disobedience. They made little
impression.
On the 15th, a meeting was held to protest against Jawaharlal Nehru's
arrest. Nanaji Kotwal presided. Chaturbhuj, Joglekar and Seth
Fatechand of Tuinsar delivered violent speeches. A partial hartal was
observed.
On the 17th, Bhagwandin presided over a meeting of 300 persons. He
spoke on the boycott of foreign cloth and the use of Khadi. Nine
persons volunteered to picket cloth ships.
(vi) Bhandara, 21-4-30.—Nana Saheb Koti presided over meetings at
Bhandara on the 13th and 15th April. Shankar Rao Nawade and
Shendurnikar lectured on the salt tax campaign. On the 13th packets ol
contraband salt were sold at prices ranging from Rs. 5 to Rs. 50. On
the 15th, a Nagpur volunteer, Shankar Rao Paithankar, described his own
deeds and urged the young men of India to rise against the Zulmi
Government. Shendurnikar proposed a resolution condemning Jawaharlal
Nehru's arrest, which was unanimously passed. The audience numbered
about 200.
M. V. Abhyankar, Punamchand Ranka, S. T. Dharmadhikari and
Damle, teacher, National School, Tumsar, arrived at Bhandara on the
16th April and delivered lectures to a gathering of about; 400 persons
presided over by Shendurnikar. Seth Punamchand criticise the
British administration in India and pointed
out
that
Gandhi's
satyagraha movement was the only means of attaining freedom. Damle
and Dharmadhikari criticised Jawaharlal Nehru's arrest and conviction.
Abhyankar said that it was a cause to be alive under the present devilish
Government.
Some foreign cloth was burnt and a packet of contraband salt auctioned
for Rs. 12.
(vii) Bhandara, 21-4-30.—The Swarajist Party in the Local Board
Ram Dayal Misra, are touring
including
the district delivering lectures on the Salt Tax satyagraha campaign.
(g) (i) Buldana, 13-4-30.—Two satyagraha meetings were held on the
4th April at Jalamb and on the 5th at village Matargaon, Station-house
Jalamb. The presidents were Shankar, son of Mirajilal, Marwari of
Jalamb, and Govind Rao, son of Parasram, Assistant Master, village
Matargaon. The attendance at both places was about 300. Gandhi's
satyagraha and the independence movement were talked about, the
speakers being:
Bornerkar, Krishnarao Patel of village Gondnapur and Vithal Rao
Korde, Head-Master, Rashtriya School, Khamgaon.
(ii) Buldana, 13-4-30.—The Malkapur cotton market was closed on
the 9th April owing to the arrest of Jamnalal Bajaj.
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(iii) Buldana, 18-4-30.—A hartal was observed in the following places
after the arrests of Jamnalal Bajaj and Jawaharlal Nehru: 10-4-30—
Mehkar, 14-2-30—Shegaon, 15-4-30—Malkapur and Mehkar.
The usual Independence and Congress speeches were delivered as
follows during National Week: —
6th April 1930.—Khamgaon, audience poor.
President—Baburao Borkar, pleader.
Speakers—Haribhau Borwankar, Korde and Parvvar, Rashtriya School
Khamgaon.
7th April 1930.—Shegaon, audience about 1,000.
President—Raoji Bhatiia.
Speakers—Bhimrao Deshpande, Borwankar, Krishnarao Patel and
Korde.
10th April 1930. —Mehkar, 200 audience. V. K. Soman, pleader,
spoke, s.
11th April 1930.—Shegaon, 500 attended.
President—Raoji Bhatia.
Speakers.—Lokhande, Naraih Rao Potdar, Bhim Rao Deshpande,
Borwankar and Korde.
13th April 1930.—Khamgaon, audience poor.
President.—Dr. Kale.
Speaker—J as want Singh of Benares, Haribhau Borwankar, Krislina
Rao Deshmukh, Pannalal Vyas and Korde.
13th April—Chikli, 600 attended.
President.—Desai, Deshpande, village Shendurjana.
Speaker.—Soman of Mehkar.
15th April—Mehkar, 125 attended.
Speakers.—V. K. Soman and Desai.
16th April—Shegaon, 250 attended.
President.— Bhai Rao Baba of Shegaon.
Speakers.—Godbole of Akola and Yeshwantrao Deshmukh, Akola.
Seven volunteers of Shegaon enlisted on the 12th April with the
Navjiwan Tarun Sangh for the satyagraha training school at Khamgaon.
They were taken in procession through the town and garlanded.
1
(h) C hand a , 13-4-30.—On the evening of the 6th April, a procession
of national flags paraded the town. There were 11 flags and about
150 persons including Khushalchand, Maheshdas, Dr. Waikar, Balgovind,
Bajirao, Udaykaraa Marwadi, Siddi Karan and Bala Patel. A public
meeting was held afterwards in the Town Hall, Khushalchand occupying
the chair. After exaggerating the response to Gandhi's salt campaign in
other provinces, Maheshdas appealed for volunteers, Govind Rao Yadnik
of Chanda also asked for volunteers and for financial assistance.
He said they disliked being ruled by the English. Khushalchand said
he had seen Gandhi in Ahmedabad on the 21st March on the eve of the
commencement of his march to the coast. Gandhi was welcomed
everywhere on his march and many Patels and Kotwals had resigned.
British rule had practically ceased in the area through which Gandhi had
*• Canda is now renamed as Chandrapur.
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passed. Bombay merchants had stopped ordering British cloth. Any
one who refused to help in Gandhi's movement was a traitor. After
many years of co-operation with the Government even Madan Mohan
Malaviya had resigned his seat in the Assembly and given his support to
Gandhi. " D o not fear the Government. Be free or die."
Thirteen volunteers were enlisted and about Rs. 600 collected. The
main subscribers were Siddi Karan Rs. 201, Udaykaran Rs. 201,
Rajeshwar Teli Rs. 101 and Khushalchand Rs. 25.
Volunteers have started hawking khadi in the town from the
7th April.
Another public meeting was held in the Town Hall on the 10th April.
About 150 persons attended. Khushalchand again presided, and said
that the meeting had been called to congratulate their arrested leaders,
and that if their sacrifice did not inspire others to action, nationalism was
non-existent. Maheshdas moved the formal resolution. He said that
Gandhi had vowed that he would be successful or leave his corpse
floating in the sea. Did they want to see Gandhi dead in such a manner ?
Government wanted to crush Gandhi's movement, but the movement was
growing stronger. No force in the world could crush a movement based
on truth and non-violence. Everywhere there was civil disobedience.
Chanda had never lagged behind before and would not do so now.
Bajirao seconded the resolution
which was carried unanimously.
Khushalchand then announced that the names of six more volunteers had
been received and that Rs. 400 worth of KJiadi had been sold. He said
that 95 per cent of the people supported Gandhi's movement. He
assured his audience that success would come, but that it was bound to
be fraught with pain.
*

(n) (i) Nagpur, 19-4-30.—There has been considerable activity throughout the district to prepare the people for the Civil Disobedience Campaign.
So far, however, no great enthusiasm is apparent. Meetings were held at
the following places :
Place
Umred
Ramtek

Date
•

•

•

•

6th April
11 th April
13th April
6th April
7th April
8th April
13th April

Kuhi
Hingna

8th April
7th April

Bori
Parseoni

9th April
8th April
11th April
13th Apri'
9th April
13th April
10th April

Katol
Saoner
Kalmeshwar
Kamptee

•

•

Speakers

12th April
13th A pi il

•

•

•

•

•

t

•

t

•

•

Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Lc ca!
Local

Salt sold

Bonfire of
foreign cloth

S. T, Dharmdhikari
Bhagwandina Sharma and
Punamchand Ranka.
Tijare and Dharmadhiiari
Local
Local
Local1
Loca
S. H.Thatte(Wardba)
Salt sold
Bhagwandin, Dharmadhikari,
Punamchand and Tulsa am.
S. H. Thatte.
Bhagwandin
Salt sold
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in) Nagpur, 19-4-30.—Partial hartals were obseiwied at Umred and
Parseoni on the 11th April in connection with the conviction of Jamnalai
Bajaj.
(iii) Nagpur, 19-4-30.—On. the 12th April, the Nagpur Cloth Merchants'
Association passed a resolution to restrain from dealing in foreign cloth
for a period of three months.
(iv) S. B.y C. P., 17-4-30.—The last National Week meeting at Nagpur
on the 13th April was attended by an audience estimated at 10,000.
Bhagwandin presided and the principal speaker was Abhyankar whose
mam theme was the Civil Disobedience campaign initiated by Gandhi.
He explained that it was intended to bring about a mass revolution in
which the whole nation would fearlessly defy the Government of the
country. He concluded by auctioning a packet of alleged contraband salt
which, he said, had been received from Ville Parle, for Rs. 255.
(v) S. B., C. P., 17-4-30.—An audience estimated at between 7,000 and
8,000 persons attended a public meeting convened at Nagpur by the Nagar
Congress Committee on the 15th April to protest against Government's
action ill arresting Jawaharlal Nehru. Abhyankar occupied the chair and
speeches were made by Punamchand, Pandurang Sao, Tijare and
Bhagwandin. No new ground was broken. The Pandit's services to his
country were described and the people urged to follow his example in
thousands. They should not be merely prepared to go to jail but to give
their lives for their country. Punamchand reminded them that independence could never be attained without blood sacrifice. Muhammadans
were asked to join in the national war. At the close of the meeting the
president auctioned five packets of contraband salt at prices ranging from
Rs 21 to 151. Although it is reported that the audience showed signs
of considerable excitement only 33 men responded to the president's call
for volunteers.
The sale of contraband salt by volunteers continues daily in the city.
, (s) (i) Wardha, 14-4-30.—There has been considerable activity during
the week in Wardha town. On the 6th April, National week was
inaugurated with a flag procession in the morning, picketing of liquor
shops in the afternoon and an open air meeting in the evening.
Teja Ram, Sheoraj, Ramchandra Deochand and the inmates of the
Ashram took an active part. The picketing was not a success. The
lecture was confined to the salt satyagraha and an appeal for volunteers.
The attendance was meagre. On the 8th April, a flag procession was
organised and a complete hartal was observed on the arrest of
Seth Jamnalai Bajaj. Tin the evening Vinoba Bhave of the Local Ashram
delivered
lectures
congratulating
Jamnalai
Bajaj
and
appealing for volunteers to join the salt campaign. The audience was
larpe and the lectures were received, with a good deal of enthusiasm.
Another meeting was held on the 13th April under the presidency of
Sheoraj and was attended by about 1,500 persons, Ramchandra Rao
spoke on the present satyagraha movement and exhorted the audience to
see that the Central Provinces did not lae behind in the fight for
independence. Swami Vimalanand of EHichpur also spoke. At the
do*e of the meeting some packets of alleged contraband salt said to have
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been manufactured at Dahihanda were produced. A few were auctioned
realising about Rs. 50, and the rest distributed free. At all these meetings
emphasis was laid on the need of boycotting foreign cloth.
(ii) Wardha, 14-4-30.—Hartal was observed at Arvi and Pulgaon on
the 9th April on the arrest of Jamnalal Bajaj. Meetings were held and
the usual speeches made. Dr. Patwardhan of Amraoti and Nilkanthrao
Baba Saheb Deshmukh of Virul were prominent at the Arvi meeting
where it was proposed to manufacture salt in the old talaos of village
Bharaswada, Station-house Ashti.
Three parties from the Ashram have visited Deoli and Selu Stationhouse and made speeches on the salt satyagraha and the boycott of
foreign cioth. They propose to move from village to village.
N. M. Ghatwai of Hinganghat is via'ting villages in Girad and
Hinganghat Station-houses to enlist volunteers, but apparently without
success.
Seven volunteers offered themselves at a meeting held at Dahegaon
Gondi under the presidentship of Deshniukh of Virul on the 8th April
and signed the pr/inted pledge. Deshmukh succeeded in enrolling another
15 the same day at Kharangna.
*

*

*

(iii) Wardha, 22-4-30.—Some 500 persons attended a meeting held at
Arvi on the 13th April under the presidentship of Baba Saheb Deshniukh
of Arvi. Tijare and S. T. Dharmadhikari of the Tilak Vidyalaya,
Nagpur spoke on the salt satyagraha and boycott of foreign cloth. Two
packets of contraband salt said to have been manufactured at Dahihanda
were auctioned for Rs. 60 each. The meeting ended with a bonfire of
foreign cloth.
(iv) Wardha, 22-4-30.—A general meeting of 'the Arvi Taluq Congress
Committee was held on the 13th April, 24 members being present,
including N. B. Deshmukh of Virul. A Taluq War Council was
appointed under presidentship of Nilkanthrao Deshmukh of Virul.
After the meeting a procession was formed and marched to the
Town Hall where the national flag was hoisted by Deshmukh of Virul.
Abhyankar of Nagpur was also present.
(v) Wardha, 22-4-30.—On the 13th April, a public meeting was held
at Hinganghat under the presidentship of N. M. Ghatwai. About
1,000 persons attended. The president Bhiwanwar and Vinoba Bhave
explained the significance of the salt satyagraha and congratulated
Jamnalal Bajaj on his arrest. Contraband salt was sold at Re. 0-1-0 per
packet and one packet auctioned for Rs. 6. The meeting ended with
a bonfire of foreign cloth.
(vi) Wardha, 22-4-30.—Nilkanthrao Deshmukh of Virul addressed four
meetings in Ashti Station-house during the week at villages Bharenwada,
Antora, Talegaon and Ashti. He enlisted 20 volunteers at Talegaon and
six at Ashti. AH the meetings were well attended. He ispoke on the
salt satyagraha, the boycott of foreign cloth and the use of Khadi,
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167. (a) Akola, 27-4-30.—The campaign against the salt tax continues.
Processions of boys and girls are taken out daily in Akola. Bulletin
No. 6 was distributed on behalf of the war council on the 23rd April.
It summarised the events of the week and directed that on the
27th April salt was to be manufactured in Yeotmal, Akola, Amraoti
and Khamgaon. On the 28th contraband salt is to be sold at every
tahsil headquarters in Berar.
On the 20th April, a batch of 20 volunteers arrived on foot in Akola
from Khamgaon. They were garlanded and photographed. They left the
same evening for Dahihanda Brijial Biyani, Mrs. Durgatai Joshi and
Mrs. Premilabai Oak went to Nagpur and returned on the 26th.
Batches of 5 volunteers leave Dahihanda daily for Bhamod where they
manufacture salt, returning to Dahihanda in the evening. The local
people have got used to this and take hardly any notice of it.
A meeting of about 600 persons was held at Karanja on the 24th April
with M. S. Ane in the chair, Several influential persons from Amraoti,
Akola and Yeotmal were present. Five resolutions were passed condemning the general system of assessment of land revenue. There was
a brief reference to the salt satyagraha campaign in a speech made by
Zainuddin of Karanja.
Balapur had a meeting of about 500 persons on the 22nd April,
Maganlal Gujerati of Balapur being in the chair. The 20 volunteers
who were marching from Khamgaon to Akola were present and six of
them made speeches advising the people to defy Government.
Several meetings have been held in the Borgaon circle which is near
Dahihanda. Speeches were made by satyagrahis who sold salt to the
audiences.
(b) Amraoti, 26-4-30.—Some 2.000 persons attended a meeting held at
Amraoti on the 18th April to announce the departure of Dr. Patwardhan
and 18 volunteers to Dahihanda to make salt. The speakers were
H. W
W
Dr. Patwardhan. Their speeches were of the usual type.
On the l ^ h April, 800 people attended a meeting to give Dr. Patwardhan
and his volunteers a send off. W. G. Joshi, Dr. Patwardhan and
Dr. Bhojraj were prominent. Patwardhan gave vent to some noble sentiments on patriotism and self-immolation and the volunteers were
garlanded.
They proceeded the same evening by motor lorry via Ellichpur and
Anjangaon, where they were greeted en route, and reached Bhamod next
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day. Dr. Patwardhan did not stay there long. His volunteers remained
and have been making salt in batches.
*

.

*

*

Interest in the salt-makers of Bhamod is decreasing and few people now
visit the well. Pleaders and others in Amraoti are saying that the
so-called salt is really potash nitrate, and that a bag of salt was thrown
into the well before operations were begun.
Belated reports show that hartals were organized in the larger towns
throughout the district on the occasion of Jawaharlal Nehru's arrest.
Muhammadans who were not inclined to join were forced or persuaded
to close their shops. Violent speeches by Dr. Soman at Paratwada and
W. G. Joshi at Chandur Bazaar are reported. The response to repeated
appeals for volunteers at Daryapur has been disappointing.
The proposal to break Forest Laws in the Morsi taluq has not been
accepted for the time being and it was decided to boycott foreign cloth
and collect volunteers instead. Ramrao Deshmukh, ex-M. L. G, is, as
usual, the leading spirit in the taluq.
(e) (i) Bhandara, 28-4-30.—There is so far little enthusiasm in the
district over the Civil Disobedience Campaign. The usual lectures were
delivered at Tumsar during the week by M. V. Abhyankar, Punamchand
Ranka and S. T. Dharmadhikari, from Nagpur, but the response was
negligible.
(ii) Bhandata, 28-4-30.—On the 17th April a small quantity of salt
was prepared by the National School teachers at Tumsar and sold for
Rs. 30.
(g) Buldana, 23-4-30.—Dahihanda salt has been auctioned in two
places: Pipalgaon Kale (station-house) and Khamgaon.
(ii) Buldana, 23 4-30.—An hartal was observed in Khamgaon and
Chikli on the 15th April on account of Jawaharlal Nehru's arrest and
conviction. The Chikli hartal only lasted an hour.
*

There was procession of Rashtriya school boys on the 15th morning
to announce the hartal, and a meeting that evening.
The meeting was attended by about 2,000 people and Parwar, Master
of the Rashtriya School, presided after one Chhotelal had refused. The
speakers—Parwar, Dr. Kale, Deshpande, student; Baburao Patki, Master,
Rashtriya School; Hari Bhau Borwankar, Master, Rashtriya Schcool;
Korde. Master, Rashtriya School and Pahnalal Vyas made the usual
satyagraha speeches
f
(iii) Biddana, 23-4-30.—Two volunteers or the salt satyagraha left
Mehkar for Dahihandn on the* 17th April, after being taken in procession
town
On the 2(>th April, 20 volunteers left Khamgaon for Dahihanda. Their
commander was Krishna Rao Ganpat Rao Deshmukh of village Garadgaon,
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Khamgaon station-house and they were taken in a large procession round
the town.
A meeting attended by about 2,000 persons was subsequently held at
which Dr. Parasnis presided. The speakers were Dr., Kale, who offered
Rs. 15 per miensum to the family of one satyagrahi. Ozarkar, pleader,
Muhammad AH, Bohra, Laxman Deshmukh and Korde, who
said the time for mass civil disobedience had come and that everybody
should give in their names as volunteers ; that Mohanlal Bhanulal of
Khamgaon had promised to provide food for all! volunteers and that
clothes would also be given. He then, described how Basant Barahate
and some others had discovered salt-bearing earth at a village two miles
from Khamgaon and had prepared salt from it. Thus everybody should
now join up and prepare salt here. Basant Barahate, who described how
he made his salt, put up one packet for auction which was .sold for
Rs. 11. The whole affair is reported to have had its effect on the people
of Khamgaon who are now considered likely to start the manufacture of
salt locally and mass civil disobedience.
(iv) Buldana, 23-4-30—On the 19th April, a satyagraha meeting was held
at Shegaon. Jainarayan Bhayya of Shegaon presided and about 1,000
attended. The speakers were Brijlal Biyani of Akola, minister of war for
Berar and his two sisters, Lilatai Oak and Durgatai Joshi. The usual
speeches were made, Brijlal Biyani remarking that although he had
broken the salt law at Dahihanda he had not been arrested.
One packet of salt was auctioned for Rs. 11 and several packets sold
for one anna each.
(v) Buldana, 25-4-30.—On his return from the Amraoti conference,
V. K. Soman held a meeting at Mehkar on the 21st April to explain the
satyagraha programme.
Soman said that volunteers' were wanted to explain throughout the
tahsil the present system of Government, to spread the boycott of foreign
cloth and to picket liquor shops. Anybody who did not give up foreign
cloth at the request of the volunteers would be boycotted.
Desai asked the Hindus and Muhammadans to sink their differences and
bothe join in. He said the centres chosen were Dongaon, Fatehkherda,
Janefal and Lonar.
Soman's ginning factory is to be the training centre for the volunteers.
Soman said he had so far only 30 volunteers, which was not enough.
On the 22nd April, 22 volunteers paraded Mehkar town in the morning
and patiolled near the liquor shops but did not actually picket them.
This is to go on daily.
...
On the 21st April five more volunteers were sent Do Khamgaon from
Shegaon for training in satyagraha.
Bhairon Baba carrying a national flag, led them in procession through
the town.
A-115—57-A.

398
(vi) Buldana, 7-5-30.—The following meetings have been held in the
district: —
21-4-30.—Station-house Shegaon, village Jawla Buzurg, 300 attended.
Speakers: Laxman Rao Deshmukh of Shegaon and Korde, National
School, Khamgaon.
23-4-30.—Khamgaon. 400 attended. No pleaders. Meghraj, Marwari,
presided, and following sopke as usual: Hari Bhau Borwankar ; Patke
National School, Khamgaon. Korde, National School, Khamgaon.
Gajanand Sukal Kale. Pandit Murarilalji. They asked for volunteers
and sold salt.
24 4-30.—Khamgaon 150 attended. President—Naiailn Das, Marwari.
Only Marwaris present.
Speakers: Patke, Deshpande, Hari Bhau Borwankar, Korde.
They
talked about breaking the Forest Act.
24-4-30.—Mehkar. 150 present. Raghunandan presided.
Speaker:
V. K. Soman on the same topics.
25-4-30.—A regular patrol has now been started by volunteers in
Mehkar town. They number about 20. So far they have taken care not
to patrol or picket the liquor shops as they are afraid of being beaten.
25-4-30.—Khamgaon. Audience only 25. Borwankar and Korde were
disappointed at the poor audience.
27-4-30.—Khamgaon. 400 attended, No pleaders.
President.—Korde, National School.
vSpeakers.—Borwankar and K. V. Sahasrabudhe of Akola, who made
a lengthy and rather bitter speech saying he was very annoyed that the
Local Government is not taking any action against the saltmakers.
28-4-30.—Mehkar. Volunteer Mule has returned with indigestible salt
of Chikli and Patke of Khamgaon. 300 attended.
28-4-30.—Mehkar. Volunteer Mule has returned with indigestible salt
and is going to sell it. Nine more volunteers have given in their
names.
(h) (i) Chanda, 24-4-30.—An hartal was observed on the 15th April as
a mark of respect to Jawaharlal Nehru. Outwardly it was a success.
The leading Hindu pleaders absented themselves from Court. About
1,000 people attended an open air meeting in Chanda the same night
Khushalchand presided and opened the meeting with the usual remarks
about independence. Govind Rao then proposed a resolution congratulating Nehru on his arrest. He eulogised the Pandit's service to India
and appealed for more volunteers for offering satyagraha. Mahesh Das,
in seconding the resolution, said that Government was afraid of Gandhi
and his independence campaign and that was the duty of every Indian
to go to jail at least once in support of the movement. He also appealed
for recruits. The resolution was passed unanimously. In conclusion,
Khushalchand gave a sketch of Jawaharlal Nehru's life and achivements.
The net result of aill appeals for volunteers was one recruit.
(ii) Chanda, 24-4-30.—On the 16th April Chintaman, son of Purshottam,
Brahman of Nagpur, and Sakara, son of Sadashiv, Brahman of Deoli,
district Wardha, came to Warora to arrange for a hartal in protest
A-115—57-B.
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against Jawaharlal Nehru's arrest. They endeavoured to close the
municipal offices, but Chinoy, the president, refused to let them do so;
in the absence of expressed desire of the majority of councillors.
Chintaman and Sakara then closed the gates of the municipal compound
and refused the clerks admittance. Chinoy sent for the Police, who
arrested the two persons under Section 341, I. P. C. After the arrests the
municipal office was besieged by a mob of about 400 persons. A
procession carrying national flags marched to the gates with the intention
of closing them forcibly. They were resisted and driven back by the
Police, without resort to unnecessary force. The locals who resisted the
Head Constable in charge of the Police were arrested under Section 353,
I.P.C. The two persons arrested under Section 353 admitted their mistake
and publicly apologised and the two cases against them were dropped.
The other two persons arrested under Section 341, refused to apologise
were prosecuted, convicted and fined Rs. 5 or 7 days S. I. The fines
were paid and they were released.
On the 13th, Chintaman, mentioned above, visited Warora and addressed
a meeting of about 200 persons, over which Deotale, ex-M. L. C , presided.
His address was unimportant. He told his audience that salt was being
prepared by volunteers at Dahihanda, near Akola, and was being sold as
Gandhi salt. He brought some packets with him and offered them for
sale. Three packets were purchased very hesitatingly and realised Rs. 9.
His appeal for volunteers met with no response. Each packet contained
about 4 tola of salt.
(iii) Chanda, 24-4-30.—Mahesh Das, Govind Rao and Khushalchand of
Chanda, Shankar Sadashiv of Deoli and Chintaman Rao of Nagpur,
addressed a meeting of 500 persons in Warora, on the 17th April under
the chairmanship of Chunilal, Marwadi of Warora. Each speaker mildly
abused the Government and appealed for volunteers. Four men
volunteered, including one of the persons who was arrested under
Section 341 on the 16th and released. About 100 foreign caps were
burnt.
Another meeting was held under the same chairman in Warora on the
18th. The resolutions before the meeting were (i) to hoist the national
flag over the municipal buildings on the occasion of the next hartal, and
(ii) sympathising with Jawaharlal Nehru on his arrest. Chintamanrao of
Nagpur declared
they wished.
voters had every
N. M. Ghatwai of Nagpur endorsed this view and upbraided the voters
for their apathetic attitude in the matter. He said, in effect
that Englishmen had obtained power in India unjustly and by false
pretences. He bemoaned the fact that Indians treated Englishmen with
so much servility and submission. Waxing enthusiastic, he proceeded to
classify Englishmen as dacoits, robbers and thieves, and went on grossly
to misrepresent the fact of Jallianwala Baug. "In Ireland the English
killed the presidents of two municipalities, but they met great trouble
after the arrest to Terence Macswiney. The people of his city attacked
the Police Stations and took awav the arms and distributed them among
villagers. You know that when Lajpat Rai was assaulted and killed, the
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young men committed murder before Police Stations. Therefore, I say,
Government should not think that it can smash a movement by arresting
by rar on the 21st April and stayed with Balgovind. A public meeting,
Rs.'2-8-0.
(iv) Chanda, 24-4-30.—Abhyankar and Punamchand of Nagpur arrived
by car on the 21st April and stayed with Balgovind. A public meeting,
with Khushalchand in the chair, was held in Chanda the same evening.
Punamchand said that all were aware of Congress affairs and that Indians
were being ruled like slaves by the British from 5,000 miles away.
There were only a few British in India, and they have come to India
for own selfish ends. Aurangzeb's rule was hard, but it was a thousand
times better than British rule through which every one had become poor.
The riches of India went to England. Englishmen in India were living
in luxury while Indians were without food or raiment. England gets
60 crores every year through the cloth trade from India. A handful of
Englishmen rule 33 crores of Indians like lambs. Liquor contractors,
pleaders and doctors, help Government and the Police strengthen its rule.
He then appealed for temperance and upbraided his audience for their
pathetic attitude towards current affairs, and told that if they all
stopped paying taxes, they would get Home Rule in five minutes.

i

Abhyankar then addressed the audience for \\ hours. He said that
formerly the Congress demanded better facilities for the people and
indianisation of the services, but now they wanted complete independence.
He denounced the apathy of Indians and said that Brahmans first went
to worship and then went to pay respects to beef-eaters. He
told the Chhatris that thoir swords had been snatched from them
and they were left only with implements for cutting grass. He
advised the Chhatris to take back their swords from the British.
To the Mohammadans he said that they went to namaz and from
there to pay respects to pig-eaters. He told the Sikhs that they were
lions, but that during the Jallianwala Baug: incident the British
dragged them through the streets by the hairs of their heads and spat
in their faces. He said that if all communities combined and offered
courageous opposition, it would not be possible for one Britisher to rule
over 2,000 Indians. As it is, they were helping the British Rule and
being treated like dogs. There were only a few Europeans in Chanda
and not enough Constables to keep one in every village. He then referred
to the Sub-Inspectors and Magistrates present and said they were cutting
the throats of their own people, and threatened that when Swaraj came
he would send the Police and Magistrates to jail. They would require
social services, he said, when Swaraj came and all Indian members of
the services would get remunerative posts. He asked the Police to give
Khushalchand timely warning of his impending arrest, so that he would
be able to destroy papers, etc. (There is no intention at present to
arrest Khushalchand). He regretted the absence of the Chanda pleaders
arid accused them of cowardice. Government was afraid of Gandhi.
Weapons were in the hands of Indian sepoys., He then appealed for
non-violent, non-co-operation and satyagraha. After another taunting
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reference to the Police and Magistrates present, Abhyankar called for
volunteers and said that it was his duty to send others to' jail.
About 2,000 people attended the meeting, including some Marwadr
female,s. Three persons, including one ex-Constable recently dismissed,
offered themselves as volunteers. Abhyankar and Punamchand returned
to Nagpur the same night.
(v) Chanda, 24-4-30.—A meeting of local cloth merchants held in
Chanda on the 19th April resolved to order no more foreign cloth for
one year, but to continue the sale of existing stocks. Khushalchaid^
took an active pant in the meeting.
(vi) Chanda, 29-4-30.—A private meeting was held in the house of
Balwant Rao Deshmukh, Pleader, on the 19th April, to appoint a War
Council. Balwant Rao Kowle, Chendke, Bhagwat, Dewaskar, R. R.
Deshmukh, Pleader, Dr. Shankarrao, Balaji, petition-writer, Lomb Karan
Marwadi and others were present.
The following War Council was appointed, : — Lomb Karan, President;
Babaji Vekhandi, Vice-President; Abdul Razzak, Secretary.
Resolutions to support the Khadi movement, to disobey the salt laws,
to find a salt well in Chanda and to nominate volunteers for the work,
were passed.
(vii) Chanda, 29-4-30.—Under the chairmanship of Khushalchand of
Chanda, a meeting was held at Warora on the 21se April. About
500 persons were present to hear Abhyankar and Punamchand of Nagpur,
whose speeches were much the same as they delivered at Chanda later in
the day. Abhyankar denounced the Hon'ble Mr. Tambe as a traitor.
He said that one man could not control 2,000 sheep, yet each Britisher
in India controlled 2,000 Indians. He abused the Police for showing
force to the public of Warora and suggested that they should distribute
arms to the populace, and hinted that under Swaraj they would require
Police and that those policemen who joined the movevent would getvery remunerative posts.
(viii) Chanda, 29-4-30.—The Nationalist party held a public meeting in
Chanda on the 26th April. About 200 people were present, including
Chendke, Dewaskar, Kowle, Deo and R. R. Deshmukh, pleaders,
Shankar Rao and Abdul Razzak, Maheshdas, Bajirao, Govindrao Yadnik,
Congressmen, were also present.
Lomb Karan took the chair. Abdul
Razzak explained that the meeting had been called to condemn the harsh
treatment meted out to S. C. Bose and Sen Gupta by the Government of
Bengal. He said that Bose was so badly beaten by the jail authorities
that he was unconscious for three hours. He then described the growth
of the Swaraj movement. Formerly he said there were only two parties.
The British and Swaraj. Now there were three British, Congress and
Nationalist. He said that his (the Nationalist) party was against going
to iail; they wished to obtain Swaraj reasonably. He deprecated the
donned
invited
tea parties. He was not in favour of non-violence, he said, because it
was not possible for human beings to remain non-violent. His party
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intended to start picketing liquor shops and boycotting foreign cloth.
He requested the audience .to help by personal service or by money
contributions. His speech was seconded by Kowle, pleader. (This
exposition of the "Nationalist" policy is somewhat difficult 4o follow.
The two local parties are very much at loggerheads and jealous of each
other.)
Govind Rao of the Congress party was them permitted to say a few
words, aod took the opportunity of offering seven packets of contraband
salt for sale. There was no response from the Pleaders' party. Seeing
this the Congress members present cried "shame". Uproar ensued and
a breach of the peace was apprehended. On the request of the Stationhouse Officer the chairman dispersed the meeting.
Contraband salt was manufactured by Khushalchand at a public meeting
in Chanda on the 27th April. Three persons Khushalchand, Ambadas
and Manohar Singh were chosen as the first batch of volunteers. A bottle
of water, said to have come from Dahihanda, was boiled down and the
result sold in anna packets. Khushalchand made the usual speech while
the salt was being prepared. About 1,000 persons were present.
(n) (i) Nagpur, 24-4-30.—Alleged contraband salt continues to be sold
in tfie city. There has been some peaceful picketing by volunteers of
foreign cloth shops in Sitabaldi.
(ii) Nagpur, 24-4-30.—There has again been considerable Congress
activity in the interior, meetings being held at the following places : —
Place

Date

Saoner

..

Umrer

..

Bori

..

Jaalkhera
Kamptee

..
..

13th April
17Li April

Speakers
..
.,

Tulsiram Lodhi
Abhyankar, Dharmadhikari,
Tulsiram.
14th April
. . Abhyankar, Bhagwandir,
Punamchand.
17th, 18th and 28th Balkrishna, doctor of Umred
April.
18th April
. . S. H. Tathe (Wardha)
19th April
. . Aohyankar, Bhagwardin.

Fifteen volunteers were enlisted in Kamptee and 11 in Saoner.
(iii) S. B., C. P., 28-4-30.—Some 4,000 persons attended a meeting
convened by the Nagpur Nagar Congress Committee on the 27th April
under the presidency of M. V. Abhyankar. The proceedings opened with
a short speech by the president deploring the fact that the Local Government had taken no action with regard to the Congress satyagraha against
the Salt Act throughout the Province, and announcing that salt would be
openly manufactured in Nagpur forthwith. Some water, said to have
been brought from Dahihanda, was then boiled by ten volunteers and the
salt obtained was auctioned in two packets for Rs. 125 and Rs. 111.
During the process Punamchand Ranka and Dharmadhikari made the
usual speeches appealing for united support of the Congress programme.
In response to the president's call for volunteers at the closes of the
meeting, 13 persons gave in their names, including G. D. Dhaole.
Thirty members of the C. P. Marathi Responsivist Party, amongst whom
were Mrs. Paranjpe and Cholkar, met privately on the 27th April at the
house of Dr. S. B. Munje. It was unanimously resolved to support the
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Civil Disobedience Movement started by the National Congress, to adopt
satyagraha against the salt and other inequitable laws, including the law
relating to sedition, to carry on propaganda for the boycott of foreign
goods, and to stiff the volunteer organisation in the province.
(IV) £'. B., C. P., 1-5-30.—iiome 5,000 persons attended a meeting
convened by the Nagpur Nagar Congress/ Committee on the 30th April
to congratulate the arrested leaders. M. V. Abhyankar occupied the
chair, and speeches were made by Punamchand Ranka, G. D. Dhaole and
Durga Shankar Mehta of Seoni. The public was urged to carry on the
movement in spite of the arrests and were told that it was a matter for
rejoicing the the C. P. Government which had hitherto taken no notice
of their satyagraha had at last been goaded into- taking action. The
places of the arrested leaders must be Med and Section 124-A must be
trampled down. G. D. Dhaole said that the revival of the Press Act of
1910 should be taken as a clear sign that the Government had been
shaken. Mehta of Seoni congratulated the Responsivist on their decision
to join in the national movement. The audience was not particularly
enthusiastic and onljy 10 volunteers were enldsted at the end of the
meeting.
(v) S. Bt9 C. P., 2-5-30.—About 6,000 persons attended the much
advertised Responsivists' meeting at Nagpur on the evening of the
1st May. Dr. Munje, who occupied the chair, announced that he was
about to break the; Salt Act by preparing contraband salt. He then took
sonae water, said to have been brought from Dahihanda, and poured it
into a pan to be boiled. While the water was boiling he very quickly
and in a voice that was hardly audible read out from a piece of paper
a very harmless passage from V. D. Savarkar's book The War of Independence of 1857. Dr. Cholkar then took the paper from him and repeated
the passage. Bala Huddar followed with a copy extracted from the
preface of Savarkar's Life of Mazzini relating to the overthrow of an
alien Government. The audience contained a fair proportion of
Abhyankar's supporters, who had obviously been instructed to cause
disturbance, and one of these in a loud voice called upon the reader to
produce the book. Dr. Cholkar then attempted to speak on the Civil
Disobedience Movement, but Abhyankar's man heckled him persistently.
When Dr. Munje rose and announced that the salt was ready, he was
loudly called upon to resign his seat in the Assembly. Confusion ensued,
during which Dr. Munje, who is still weak from his recent illness, fainted
and was removed. The Congress party at once took possession of the
meeting but found themselves unable to control the over-excited audience.
The proceedings ended in general disorder.
(s) (i) Wardha, 29-4-30.—Inmates of the Wardha Ashram have started
picketing the local liquor shops.
(ii) Wardha, 29-4-30.—M. B. Dewan and Gadre of the Wardha Ashram
have lectured at Deoli on civil disobedience, urging the people to break
laws and to start non-payment of taxes.
(iii) Wardha, 29-4-30.—On the 20th April. N. S. Palnikar of Nagpur
lectured at Karanja on civil disobedience and the salt satyagraha. There
was a small bonfire of foreign cloth.

*

m
(iv) Wardha, 29-4-30—-On the 16th April, Puranik Mahacteo Sajanand
Joshi addressed a meeting of 150 persons at Karanja under the presidentship of Kesho Rao Bhusari. The lecturer dwelt on the independence
resolution and told the people to join in the present struggle for freedom.
An appeal for volunteers was. made, but there was no response.
(v) Wardha,, 29-4-30.—M. V. Abhyankar of Nagpur has toured in the
district during the week, lecturing at Wardha, Arvi, Pulgaon and
Hinganghat. His lectures were intemperate and repidly anti-Government
hi tone. He appealed for funds and exhorted his hearers to enlist themselves as volunteers. The meetings were largely attended but the response
was meagre.
Punamchand Ranka and Abhyankar addressed a meeting at Hinganghat
on the 20th April under the chairmanship of N. M. Ghatwasi. There was
a bonfire of foreign cloth after the meeting and Rs. 50 were collected.
Nineteen persons offered themselves as volunteers.
On the 22nd April, Abhyankar lectured at Arvi, Baba Saheb Deshmukh
of Virul in the chair. There was a small bonfire of foreign cloth, and
contraband salt was sold to the value of Rs. 200. Nineteen persons
enlisted as volunteers.
On the 23rd April, Abhyankar addressed a well-attended meeting at
Pulgaon. The chair was occupied by Dixit, weaving master of Pulgaon
Mills. Contraband salt was sold for about Rs. 30. Twenty-one persons
enrolled as volunteers.
(vi) Wardha, 29-4-30.—The local cloth merchants of Wardha have
decided not to import any more foreign cloth, but will continue to dispose
of their present stock.
Owing to the efforts of N. M. Ghatwai, the Hinganghat cloth merchants
also have decided not to import any more foreign cloth, 16 of them
signing a pledge to this effect.
168. S. B.f C. P., 25-4-30.—It is understood that the War Council
formed by the Nagpur Youth League with Ghatwai and Jaiwant as
president and secretary respectively, have decided to assist the Civil
Disobedience Campaign by deputing members of the League to various
places in the C. P. Hindi province to prepare the jeople and to enlist
volunteers. Ghatwai himself is to undertake a tour.
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GENERAL SUMMARY

171. The news of Gandhi's arrest was received quietly at Nagpur on
the 5th May. A fairly successful hartal was observed and an audience
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estimated at 15,000 persons attended a joint Congress-Youth League
meeting convened in the Ch&nayis Park during the evening.
Vithaibhai Patel, who passed through in the Calcutta-Bombay Mail on
the 6th May, addressed a few words on the Civil Disobedience Movement to a crowd of about 1,000 persons who were at the Nagpur railway
station to meet him.
In accordance with the decision of the C. P. Marathi Provincial
Congress Commit|tee's War Council to break the law against sedition,
M. V. Abhyankar read out an inflammatory passage from Bharat Men
Angrezi Raj at a meeting of about 7,000 persons at Nagpur on the
9th May, and induced the audience to repeat it after him word for word.
He and Dharmadhikari both made objectionable speeches.
Wamanrao Joshi of Amraoti, who delivered a violent address at Nagpur
on the 4th May, attracted an audience of about 7,000 persons.
There is no change in the general situation. Congress agitation continues to be intense throughout the Province and local leaders continue
their abusive speeches, several of which contain more or less open
incitements to Government servants to resign, their posts, coupled with
threats of social boycott. The salt laws continue to be broken on every
possible occasion. Propaganda for the boycott of foreign cloth is carried
on energetically and cloth merchants of several more towns have been
induced to place no more orders for periods varying from six months to
year.
In Berar, salt-making still goes on at Bhamod in the Amraoti district,
and the volunteers have been relieved by parties from Amraoti, Akola
and Yeotmal. The local people are taking little interest, but an outbreak
of house-breakings in the vicinity is attributed to the speeches of
volunteers who address meetings in the surrounding village inciting the
people to defy the law. Wamanrao Joshi of Amraoti and Sahasrabudhe
of Akola have made highly objectionable speeches.
In the C. P. Marathi, extensive propaganda is being carried on in the
interior, especially in the Wardha and Nagpur districts. In the Wardha
district, batches of volunteers from Wardha town are touring the villages
and are cutting down toddy palms. So far some 500 'trees have been
destroyed, but most of these were already useless. Toddy and liquor
shops have been picketed, but without much success. Objectionable
speeches are reported from Bhandara and Chanda.
*

POLITICAL, POLITICO-RELIGIOUS AND RACIAL MOVEMENTS

172. (a) Akala, 3-5-30.—Meetings were held at Akola on the 28th and
30th April, the attendance being 4,000 and 1,000 respectively. The
second meeting was called in connection with the arrest of the Jubbulpore
leaders. Speeches of the usual violent nature were mac
Wamanrao
Joshi and Sahasrabudhe. Each of them referred to the Mutiny of 1857.
What was said by Joshi might be construed as an incitement to the
subordinate Police to fire on their officers. Sahasrabudhe, in describing
the Chittagaon insurrection, said it was a fitting answer to Government's
present repressive policy.
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committee has been busy collecting funds;
Campaign. Daily processions of boys and girls are being taken out in
Akola. Volunteer^ some times accompany them and make speeches in
the streets.
At a meeting of cloth merchants in the Berar Trading Company's shop,
it was decided to purchase no more foreign cloth for a year.
The usual procedure is being followed at Dahihanda, where each batch
of volunteers is relieved by a fresh lot after a week. Five of them go
to Bhamod daily to make salt and return in the evening. Others are
deputed for lecturing in the surrounding villages. The latest batch of
satyagrahis is from Yeotmal.
The local leaders, including three or four women, have been touring
the district and lectures have been delivered at all the taluq headquarters.
(b) (i) Armaoti, 3-5-30.—On -the 24th April, a meeting attended by
about 2,500 people, including 100 women, was held at Amraoti to
congratulate K. V. Sahasrabudhe on his salt-making. W. G. Joshi,
Bamangaonkar and Sahasrabudhe were the speakers.
On the 26th April, a public meeting attended by some 2,500 persons
was held at Amraoti to prepare the ground for the breaking of the Salt
Act in Amraoti the following day. H. W. Deshpande and W. G. Joshi
were the speakers, and the prospective heroes were held up to general
admiration.
•

—

On the morning of the 27th April, 4,000 people assembled in
Jog Square. 175 volunteers were employed and placed to guard the
square on all sides, while others were stationed to gave wanning with flag
and bugle on the approach of the Police. The law was then solemnly
broken, six pans being boiled over six chulas. The procedure was repeated
at 5 p. m.
In the evening at 9-30 p.m. a meeting of 4,000 persons was held under
the presidency of W. G. Joshi. H. W. Deshpande, N. T. Pande, a student
of the King Edward College, Dr. Soman, Bamangaonkar, Dr. Patwardhan
and the president spoke. Their speeches indicated great disappointment
that the Police had completely ignored their proceedings. Some said that
Government must be driven to repression, and others said that the
C. P. Government's restraint showed up the foolishness of the Government of Bombay. Salt was auctioned, the highest bids being Rs. 151
and Rs. 125 a packet.
No Police whatever were present at the breaking of the salt law and^
after the preparation they had made and the heroics in which they had
indulged at previous meetings, the promoters were made to look very
foolish.
The usual salt manufacture goes on daily ati Bhamod by volunteers in
batches of half a dozen at a time. They address the people in the
adjacent villages. A few people come to watch the salt-making daily,
but the interest taken is negligible.
Ramrao Deshmukh of Jarur and others held meetings at Hiwarkhed,
Morsi and Yaoli during the last week of Aoril. At Morsi
a procession with the national flag and halted in front of the Police
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Station, shouting "Britannia barbad—Hindusthan abad" several times.
N. G. Amrutkar, pleader (non-Brahman), refused to join the Congress at
their request. Speeches abusing Government were made at the above
meetings by Ramrao Deshmukh. Yadaorao Pharkade, Bhaurao Deshmukh,
Baba Saheb Yeshwant Rao, B. A. Mohrir, Vishnupant Jarudkher,
Jaggulal, Namdeo Khude, Maroti Rao Nathi, Sitaram Dardu and
N. G. Deshpande.
Ramrao Deshmukh, Yeshwant Pandurang, N. G. Deshpande, Jaggulal
and Yadorao Pharkade also addressed meetings at Mangrul and Loni on
the Civil Disobedience Campaign.
H. W. Deshpande addressed a meeting of 400 at Nandgaon (Mahuli
station-house) on the 24th April. Various other meetings of less importance have also been held in the Morsi taluq.
(ii) Amraoti, 3-5-30.—At the Non-Brahman Conference which was
attended by about 4,000 persons on the 18th April at Assegaon, among
others, were passed resolutions congratulating Jawaharlal Nehru, protesting
against Government's repression, and asking young non-Brahmins to join
Gandhi's movement.
Two meetings were held at Ellichpur on the 21st and 23rd April at
each of which some 600 persons attended. At the first Dr. Soman and
the second Bamangaonkar and others abused Government.

At a meeting at Dattapur on the 28th April, at which Jasraj Marwari,
presided, Ratanlal Kale of Amraoti delivered an abusive speech to
400 people, including many Marwaris and most of the local notabilities.
He invited his hearers to break the salt law, and auctioned contraband
salt.
It. is no longer possible to give details of all political meetings held in
this district. Morsi taluq, with Ramrao Deshmukh and his followers,
produces several meetings a day. Since reporting the above, news ot
further meetings has come in, including one in which 2,000 people
assembled at Morsi on the 28th April to hear W. G. Joshi. A large
procession shouted revolutionary slogans. Some of the non-Brahmans
also spoke warning the audience against the Brahmans and the Congress
party generally.
Another meeting of 2,000 persons heard W. G. Joshi at Teosa,
where Bhagwant Rao Joshi, a prominent agitator of Chandur Railway,
presided.
Bhagwant Rao Joshi of Chandur Railway has been prominent in
a number of meetings in which attendance are rising from 200 to 300
and upwards to 800 in Chandur and the vicinity (attendance somewhat
less). He abuses Government and advises civil disobedience.
, Agitation grows daily more intense throughout the district, the areas
affected being:—(1) Amraoti amd important villages of the neighbouring
station-house circles within easy distance, (2) Daryapur and villages round
tftat town and Bhamod, (3) Morsi taluq, (4) Chandur Railway and vicinity,
including Dattapur where the Marwaris are taking a prominent; part.
*
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bllichpur taluq is little affected, though meetings are reported
from
Chandur Bazaar, Paratwada and Ellichpur from time -to time and the less
accessible parts of other taluqs receive little attention from the Congress
leaders.
Actually the effect of the agitation is hitherto small except in the larger
towns where the increase in the numbers attending indicates a growmg
interest. These numbers have of course been swelled of late by school
boys and college students on their holidays who form a large proportion
of every audience. There is no evidence that the feeling of the people
generally towards Govermnent have been seriously affected at present,
though .this will follow in the course of time, how sooji or to what extent
it is difficult to say.
1
Punjab Rao, Barrister , President of the District Board, Chaubal,
pleader, and Shankar Rao Watane, Vice-President, District Board, are
touring the Amraoti, Eilichpur and Daryapur taluqs, advocating wearing
of Khadi and handing out mild abuse of Government. This is an
electioneering stunt rather than anything else, though it does not do
Punjab Rao and his friends any great credit.
. The arrests of the Jubbulpore agitators had an immediate effect in
Amraoti as was reflected in the tone of the speeches made after the news
was received. Many of the local men would be pleased to go to jail for
two months, but by no means welcome two or three years imprisonment.
(e) (i) Bhandara, 4-5-30.—Sakharam Badhai presided over a meeting at
Bhandara on the 27th April. Shankar Markande of Bhandara prepared
a little salt from water said to have been brought from Dahihanda.
There was no response tp his invitation to the audience to join in the
preparation. Sendurnikar spoke on the present situation. The salt
obtained was sold for Rs. 7, while 75 packets of alleged Gandhi salt
fetched a price of one anna each. About 200 persons attended.
(ii) Bhandara, 4-5-30.—On the 27th April, Girdharlal presided over
a meeting at Gondia attended by about 300 persons. Six volunteers
prepared salt from Dahihanda water and the result was auctioned for
Rs. 11. Bhagwandin Sharma of Nagpur made the usual speech and
called for 125 volunteers from Gondia and 14 persons, including
Girdharlal, Chaturbhuj, Joglekar and Sheobalak gave in their names,
Sheobalak's speech to the effect that he would have preferred a violent
movement was objected to by Bhagwandin.
On the 28th April, the Gondia cloth merchants under the presidentship
of Usman Seth decided to order no more foreign cloth for a period of
six months, Ramnath Bhadupote, Honorary Magistrate, Gondia Bench,
has tendered his resignation as a protest against the repressive policy of
Government.
On the 26th April, in a meeting of about 100 persons at Gondia under
the presidentship of Pandit Ram Ratan of Tiroda, Bhagwandin,
Sheobalak, Vaidya, Girdharlal and Chaturbhuj Bhai of Gondia lectured
*

>

1

Dr. Patijabrao Shamrao Deshmukh, (1898-1968) was elected in 1930 to the C P. and
Berar Legislative Council, and breams Minister of Education. He established the
Shivaji Education Society in 1931.

•
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on the present movement. It was emphasised that if the Police, who were
Government, resigned in a body ;to-day, the Governm
be
^sed. Some packets of national salt were sold.
*

*

On the 27th April, salt was prepared from alleged Dahihanda water
at Tumsar and sold together with 30 packets of national salt Mande,
Wankhede, Koti, teacher, and Seth Fatehchand delivered speeches saying
that they were ready to undergo imprisonment.
(g) Chanda, 8-5-30.—Several small processions with national flags and
Gandhi salt were taken out in Warora during the week.
On the 2nd May, Khushalchand presided over a public meeting in
Chanda. Nilkanthrao Deshmukh of Virul, district Wardha, was the
principal speaker.
began by rebuking his audience for wearing foreign
an
of Police. Continuing, he said that Gandhi must be trusted completely
and implied that his actions were above criticism. He denied that the
British had won India by the sword, and invited them to a trial of
strength by the sword. He abused the Police for considering their
stomachs when the country called for personal sacrifice. He advocated
social boycott of Government servants. Khushalchand said that they did
not propose to call any more meetings in the city but to employ their
time and energy in spreading their creed in the villages. He deplored
the paucity of volunteers in the district and appealed for support.
About 300 persons attended a meeting convened by the Pleaders'
(Nationalist) Party in Chanda on the 3rd May to congratulate the leaders
who were recently arrested in Jubbulpore. Bhagwat occupied the chair.
Kowle, pleader, condemned the police of repression adopted by Government. Abdul Razzak, a local unemployed who is prepared to support
any party who will pay him, strongly deplored the apathy of the residents
of Chanda in the Civil Disobedience Campaign. India, he said, had
saved England from German domination and had got nothing in return.
Shankar Sadasheo Panke then produced a book which he said was
proscribed Azadi-ki-Diwani and read a paragraph of it. He disappeared
immediately after the meeting.
About 1,500 persons attended a meeting in Chanda on the 6th May
to sympathise with Gandhi on his arrest. Khushalchand and other local
Congressmen being on tour in the interior, Maheshraj Marwadi, took the
chair. Govind Rao Dalai spoke of Gandhi and his work and abused
Government's revival of the Press Ordinance. A resolution congratulating
Gandhi was passed unanimously. Shesh Karan, Marwadi, gave a brief
sketch of Gandhiji's life. Maheshraj said that Gandhi was the 538th leader
to be arrested. He referred to recent happenings in Peshawar and said
that the Militarv had fired on the innocent mob continuously for six
hours, but the Peshawaris were not afraid and gave their lives willingly.
He rebuked the Muhammadans for not supporting the hartal in Chanda
on the 15th May. An attempted hartal in Ballarshah also failed. Shops
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closed up to 3 p.m. in response to the activities of volunteers, but thereafter remained open,
(n) (i) Nagpur, 2-5-50.—Activity in the dehat continued and meetings
were held as follows :
*

Date
18th April
19th April
20th April
21st April
22nd April
24th April
27th April
Do.
Do.
28th April

Place
.

«

*

•

•

•

•

Katol
Bori
Mowar
Bilona
Narkhed
Saoner
Umred
Saoner
Ramtek
Kamptee

•

•

«

•

•

*

•

•

•

•

Speakers
Abhyankar and Bhagwandin
Locals
S. H. Thatteof Wardha
S. H. Thatte of Wardha
S. H. Thatte of Wardha
Local
Local
Local
Local
Local

•

•

•

•

•

•

Caps burnt
Caps burnt
Caps burnt
Salt sold
Salt sold
Salt sold
Salt sold
Salt Sold

(ii) Nagpur, 2-5-30.—Sale of contraband salt continued spasmo
throughout the week. There has also been picketing of foreign
shops by Chaturabai Kotak and other women. They have not so far
given trouble. There have been a number of bonfires of foreign caps.
The Nagar Congress Committee held meetings on the 24th April in
Sitabuldi (attendance 500), on the 25th in Itwari (attendance 1,000), and
on the 27 at the Town Hall (attendance 5,000) in aid of the civil
disobedience propaganda. At the last meeting some water said to have
been brought from Dahihanda was boiled and the salt produced auctioned
for fancy prices.
There seems little doubt that owing to non-interference by Government
the salt movement is on the wane.
(iii) S. B.. C. P., 5-5-30.—About 7,000 persons attended a meeting held
at Nagpur in the 4th May under the auspices of the Nagar Congress
Committee to hear Wamanrao Joshi of Amraoti who was introduced by
Abhyankar, Joshi, while impressing upon his audience that for the
present violence in the struggle for freedom would end only in disaster,
told them to remember that the time would come when it would have
be adopted. India had failed to attain her freedom in 1857 because.
Ind
and the Government
assisted by
traitors. This was still unfortunately the case. They must endeavour to
win over all supporters of Government so that when 1857 was repeated
sepoys and police would refuse to fire on their countrymen and
Magistrates would refuse to convict their own people. When such
country
rulers
succeed. But for the present it was impossible to deny that India was
anything but united, and violence at the present staee would be suicidal.
Joshi's speech is reported to have created a considerable impression,
but only 15 volunteers gave in their names at the close of the meeting
in response to an appeal from Abhyankar.
(iv) S. B., C. P., 6-5-30.—The news of Gandhi's arrest reached Nagpur
afternoon
May. Hartal
immediately
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and practically all shops in the city were closed. Then© was very little
excitement. A certain amount of hat snatching is reported. During the
evening a joint Congress-Youth League meeting convened in the Chitnavis
Park by the Nagar Congress Committee was attended by about' 15,000
persons. The usual speeches were made by Punamchand, Pandurang Sao,
Bhagwandin and Abhyankar of the Congress party, M. L. Jaiwant of the
Nagpur Youth League and Dr. Cholkar. Government's action in arresting Gandhi was criticised as cowardly and the people urged to carry on
the struggle undismayed. Jaiwant, who said that Government was digging
its own grave, announced that two battalions of troops had arrived at
Kamptee from Poona, and advised the sepoys to join the revolutionary
movement bringing their arms if possible. The Revolutionary Party, he
said, had temporarily ceased their activities in obedience to Gandhi's
instructions, but now that Gandhi had been arrested they would cry out
for vengeance. Bloodshed must be avoided, but he was doubtful whether
the boycott of British goods would be effective. He suggested that the
Congress should sanction an all-India strike of workers and peasants.
British goods would not even be unloaded at the ports and Government
would be completely paralysed. A stone thrown during the meeting
created some slight temporary disorder. Bhagwandin accused Government
of deliberately causing the mischief and announced that he would remain
in the Park fasting until noon on the 8th May. Dr. Cholkar appealed
for 200 volunteers. Other Congress speakers condemned Government's
revival of the Press Ordinance of 1910. A final appeal for volunteers by
Abhyankar resulted in 55 men giving in their names, Bh.imsen Kasar,
an Arms Act Satyagrahi filling in his pledge in his own blood.
On the morning of the 6th, 60 volunteers followed by about
300 persons, mostly boys and students, marched in procession from the
Chitnavis Park through the city to the Town Hall, and on to Sitabuldi
ana the Sadar Bazaar where they dispersed. When the procession
arrived at the Town Hall, Abhyankar said that he v/as going to meet
Vithalbhai Patel, who was passing through by the Calcutta-Bombay Mail,
at the railway station and would endeavour to persuade him to break his
journey and address a meeting in the evening. Hartal was observed in
the city and Sadar.
(v) S. B., C. P., 7-5-30.—A crowd of about 1,000 persons including
volunteers ant Congressmen were on the platfrom to see Vithalbhai Patel,
who passed through by the Calcutta-Bombay Mail on the 6th May.
Abhyankar, Punamchand, Dharmadhikari, Dr. Cholkar, Ogle and Dhaole
were prominent, Abhyankar pressed Patel to break his journey at Nagpur
to address a meeting in the evening. The invitation was declined with
a promise to visit Nagpur in the near future. Addressing the crowd on
the platform, Patel appealed for support in the Civil Disobedience
Movement, saying that freedom would be won now or never. He urged
the exclusive use of Khadi, boycott of foreign cloth and liquor, the breakins of laws and strict non-violence. Referring to the revival of the Press
Ordinance, he advised the owners of presses not to furnish security but
to allow their plantsi to be confiscated by Government, and asked the
people to boycott Anglo-Indian newspapers.
»

*
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Punamchand Ranka presided over a meeting of about 7,000 persons
held in the Chitnavis Park during the evening, Punamchand, Dharmadhikari
and Bhagwandin (who is still fasting in the Park) made the usual
speeches on civil disobedience. Dharmadhikari, speaking on the arrest of
Gandhi, said that) the charge made against him by Government that his
propaganda though professedly non-violent held already fled to violence
and that he was unable to control his followers, was absolutely unfounded,
Gandhi being a messenger of peace with whose teachings the recent
outbursts of violence in India had no connection whatever- He asked the
rising generation never to enter Government service. Bhagwandin
announced that he intended to raise a corps of 1,000 volunteers and to
collect a fund of two lakhs, These volunteers must be prepared to
sacrifice their lives and should not be content with merely going to jail.
He said that he had evolved a programme which he would disclose on
the 10th May and by which Government would be completely paralysed.
The audience did not appear particularly interested.
The five volunteers, who went to Dahihanda to assist in the salt
manufacture, have returned to Nagpur.
(vi) S. B., C. P., 10-5-30.—A private meeting of the C. P. Marathi
Provincial Congress Committee's War Council decided to break the law
against sedition. Abhyankar undertaking to read proscribed literature at
a public meeting on the 9th May. The meeting on the 9th was well
attended, the audience numbering over 7,000 persons. Abhyankar himself
presided and Bhagwandin and Dharmadhikari made introductory
speeches. Bhagwandin announced that as Government had made no
reply to the general breaking of the Salt Act, through the province,
it had been decided to read seditious literature as Seth Govind Das and
the C. P. Hindi War Council had done. Referring to the arrest to
Seth Govind Das he said that this was the way in which Government
rewarded the help given by the Seth's great-grandfather in 1857,
Dharmadhikari, who described the contents of Gandhi's second letter to
the Viceroy, delivered an objectionable oration urging the people to continue the struggle at) all costs saying that the present Government had
become intolerable and must be completely destroyed. Abhayankar's
speech was also objectionable. He said that) the Congress had openly
defied Government and were determined that India should win freedom
or parish in the attempt. He then read out a highly iflammatory passage
from Pkarat Men Angrezi Raj, first in Hindi and then in English, and
made the audience repeat the Hindi version word for word after him.
He concluded by announcing that he had openly broken the law against
sedition and challenged Government t<o take action against him. The
audience did not display any undue enthusiasm, but readily repeated the
Hindi version which Abhyankar had read out. Action against him is at
present under consideration.
(t) (i) Wardha, 6-5-30.—A. V. Thatte of the local Ashram presided
over a meeting held in Wardha town on the 27th April to break the salt
i aw. A lecture was delivered by Tejrarm and in the presence of about
2,000 persons salt was prepared by boiling water said to have been
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brought from Dahihanda for
purpose. The salt thus prepared was
auctioned for Rs. 41. Further speeches were made by Ramchandra
Ganpat Rao Kale of the Ashram, and the meeting ended with a small
eign
Wardha on the 2nd May
under the presidency of Shivraj
congratulate Vithalbhai
Patel on his resignation from the Assembly and Seth Govmd Das and
the other Jubbulpore leaders on their arrest. It was announced that from
May the salt law would be broken in every village in the
Province.
Batches of volunteers from Wardha town are touring the villages and
are cutting down toddy palms with the approval of the owners. So far
some 400 or 500 trees have been destroyed most of which were either too
old or too small to be of any use. Toddy and liquor shops are being
picketed, but without much success.
Parties of volunteers are moving daily in Arvi town, selling contraband
salt and singing national songs.
Some 500 persons attended a public meeting held at Arvi on the 27th
April under the presidency of Baba Saheb Deshmukh of Virul. Salt was
prepared from water said to have
while
brought
Thatlje, the chief speaker, exhorted the audiemce
should
and not to fear arrest. Deshmukh said that Governi
resign or be socially boycotted. The salt prepared was auctioned
for Rs. 25,
A largely attended meeting was held on the 30th April at Arvi to
congratulate Vithalbhai Patel and Seth Govind Das and the other
Jubbulpore leaders on their arrest.
*

*

*

(iii) Wardha, 6.5.30.—Manohar Diwan and Gadre of the Wardha
Ashram visited village Waifad, station-house Pulgaon, on the 24th April
and lectured on the boycott of liquor and foreign cloth. They gave a
practical demonstration of spinning in the local school.
Salt was publicly prepared by five vounteers at a meeting held at
Hinganghat on the 27th April under the presidentship of N. M. Ghatwai,
over 1,000 persons attended. Alleged Dahihanda water was boiled down,
while N. M Ghatwai explained tp the audience that every one present
would be equally liable with the volunteers for the breach of the law. The
salt prepared was auctioned for Rs. 5.
N. M. Ghatwai of Hinganghat and Moghe and Bhave of the Ashram
visited village Alipur, station-house Wadner, on the 22nd April,
At a meeting held in the evening Bhave exhorted the audience to join
the salt satyagraha and abused the Government. Some contraband salt
was sold for small amounts. Four volunteers
•
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CENTRAL PROVINCES POLICE
ABSTRACT OF INTELLIGENCE
XLV

Nagpur, 17th May 1930.

No. 19.

GENERAL SUMMARY

177. The Berar Provincial Congress Committee's War Council has
declined to notice it,
announced that, since the Local Government
Maysatyagraha against the Salt Act will be suspended from the
Meetings at Akola in conn
May and by 13,000 on the 6th, and
the usual intemperate speeches. Proscribed
mee
sary of the outbreak of the Indian Mutiny. Violent speeches were
Amraoti
Warn
of Amraoti whc read out an extract from Dr. Sunderland's India in
Amraoti tidicate a dangerous growth of intense
Bondage. Repo
M >rsi and Chandur Railway fialuqs of
anti-Government
the district.
POLITICAL, POLITICO-RELIGIOUS AND RACIAL MOVEMENTS.

179. (a) Akola, 12.5.30.— A public meeting of about 1,500 Muhammadans was held in Akola on the 5th May to decide whether they should
join in the hartal arranged on account of Gandhi's arrest. It was a stormy meeting in which both the Hindus and Government came in for severe
criticism. Speeches were made by Maulvi Aktar AM Khan, a reportei
of the Khilafat, who had come to Akola to canvass Yamin Khan,
Gulsher Khan and Hassan Nizami. When it came to the vote, it was
decided by a large majority that the Muhammadans would not observe
hartal.
May
tion with the arrest) of Gandhi. The audience numbered about 9,000.
P. B. Gole was in the chair, supported by the leaders of the Civil
Disobedience Campaign and others. Resolutions congratulating Gandhi
on his arrest arid calling a hartal the following day were passed. The
speeches were comparatively mild. Special efforts were made to induce
Muhammadans
May
as the Muhammadans
refused to join. Both tl mills
Gandhi's portrait was taken through Akola town during the evening.
The procession started with about 1,000 persons, but when its destination
was reached the number swelled to 4,000. Later on there was a public
meeting in the Tilak Park which was attended by about 13,000 people.
Biyan
A song was sung by Mathu Bai, daughter
: Waman Rao Joshi, and Mrs
A-115—58-B.
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she said that "in the near future, the Police are bound to fire on the
English".
Kishan Lai Seth spoke on the lack of discipline shown in the procession of the evening. He said that orders to march in fours, leaving half
ihe road for traffic, had been given, but the processionists went in a
crowd all over tjhe road. The only way to defeat Government was
observing discipline.
At the conclusion of the meeting there was a bonfire of foreign cloth.
At a meeting of about 4,000 persons on the evening of the 10th May,
proscribed literature was read out by Brijlal Biyani, Durgatai Joshi,
R. G. Pandit, Head Master, National School, and Sush'Ia Gandhi,
daughter-in-law of Gandhi. The passages selected not very objectionable.
There was not much enthusiasm.
Bulletin No. 9 published by the War Council announces that the Salt
Act satyagraha will be suspended from the 13th May. The reason given
is that Government has taken no action against the satyagraha and there
is no point in continuing it.
Meetings to congratulate Gandhi on his arrest were held at Karanja
(attendance 600), Murtizapur (300), Balapur (500) and Akot (2,000). The
speaches were on the usual lines and, on the whole, mild.
*

*

*

(b) Amraoti, 10-5-30.—On the 1st May, a meeting of 2,000 persons
assembled at Amraoti to congratulate Seth Govind Das and others
arrested in Jubbulpore.
Dr. Soman, Ratanlal Kale, T. G. Joshi and W. G. Joshi made
appropriate speeches, that of the last named being indicatable.
• Dr. Soman advised violence if non-violence failed.
The arrest of Gandhi occasioned a hartal in Amraoti. There was'
a procession of 5,000 persons in the evening and a meeting later at which
the speakers were Dr. Patwardhan. Dr. Bhojraj, Pannalal, Bansilal
Singhai, S. V. Gokhale, pleader, Dr. Soman, Radhaballabh Ladha,
H. W. Deshpande and Mrs. Patwardhan. The crowd was peaceful. The
speakers urged them to carry on the work began by Gandhi.
On the 10th May, a meeting was held at the Ganesh Theatre, Amraoti,
to commemorate the anniversary of the Indian Mutiny. 3,000 persons
attended. W. G. Joshi, Datiatrya Ragho Joshi, a boy volunteer,
Dr. Soman and H. W. Deshpande delivered highly inflammatory speeches,
tull of lying accounts of British atrocities. Dr. Soman said that he had
heard the Badnera police saying that they were ready to desert at any
time.
Mr. George, Deputy Superintendent, proceeded to Morsi during the
week to report on the effects of the agitation there and on the evidence
available for prosecution of the leaders. From the report he made on his
return it is evidently high time that action was *aken against Ramrao
Deshmukh and three or four others. There appears to be ample evidence
to rrosecute them under Section 107, C. P. C . in respect of a recent
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^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^Morsi,
^ ^ ^ ^but
^ ^ ^I ^am
^ awaiting the report of a meeting at Jarur,
held yesterday.
(ii) Bhandara, 11-5-30— Picketing of liquor shops was begun in
Bhandara on the 7th May, but the public are not interested.
The Bhandara Municipal Committee have passed a resolutingi condemning Gandhi's arrest.
On the 6th May Shankar Rao and Shendurnikar del-vered speeches on
the usual lines to a small audience at the Bhandara Town Hall. The
sympathy of the depressed classes and Muhammadans was invited.
Bhagwandin of Nagpur completed his tour in the Downiwada circle on
the 2nd May. He has enlisted ten volunteers. His lectures were as
usual on the boycott of British goods, the use of Khadi and the
preparation of salt.
There was a small national flag procession of 100 persons led by Madan
Seth and Jctmal at Lakhandur on the 1st May. The boycott of foreign
cloth was urged in the meeting that followed.
(g) Buldana, 9-5-30.—Hartal was observed on account of Gandhi's
arrest at the following places on the 6th May:
Buldana—Arranged by Kanitkar, Pleader. Every shop had at least one
door open. A poorly attended meeting was held in the evening, at which
Dinkar Kanade Shastri spoke.
Malkapur—A procession was also taken out and foreign caps were
burnt on the way. A meeting of about 4,000 persons was held in the
evening. Kulkarni of Akola was the speaker.
Chikli—Also a small procession and a meeting of 200 persons. Desai,
Deshpande, Dattatraya Deshpande, Dajiba Tapi and Dr. Pimprikar
delivered short speeches.
Nandura—The hartal included all except two taxi owners. Vinayak
Rao Deshmukh of Jalamb and Auchit Rao Deshpande of Akola spoke as
usual at a small meeting.
Deo^aon Raja.—A procession was held and some caps were burnt.
Motale and Matisa Babusa Lad spoke at a meeting later.
Khamgaon: —The news of Gandhi's arrest was received on the 5th May
and all shops were closed, except those of Muhammadans. Processions
were taken out calling for an hartal on the 6th, whiich was practically
complete. No taxis plied for hire. Liquor, opium and ganja shops were
picketed peaceably. On the 6th evening about 5,000 persons attended
a meeting, but no pleaders were present. The speakers were Borwankar,
Nandla! Sharma, Gowardhan Tambakuwala of Khamgaon, Purnaji Patel
of Jawla and Korde. Korde's speech was violent and full of abuse.
It is being examined.
Other salt satyagraha and boycott meetings have been held rs usual in
Malkapur on the 28th and 30th April; Fatehkherda ov the 2nd May :
Jalgaon on the 30th April: Chikli on the 2nd MaV ; She-aon on the
28th April and 2nd May ; Mehkar on the 29th April and 1st May.
(n) (i) Nazvur, 10-5-30.—A meeting was held at Nagpur on the 2nd
Mav to protest against the arrest of Rajagopalachariar and the conviction
*t Benares of Ramanna and Raut, ex-students of the Nagpur Tilak
•
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Vidyalaya. 3,000 persons attended. Bhagwandin presided and the
speakers were Dharmadhikari and !S. H. Thatte of Wardha.
A pnva.e meeting of the National Volunteer Corps (5wayam Sewak
San^hJ was held at the Tilak Vidyalaya on the 2nd May. It was decided
to hold meeting in various parts of the city to preach the breaking ol
the Salt Act. it was also notified on the Congress notice board that
propaganda for preparing salt in every village would be started from the
:>th May, The meetings in, the city have started, but the attendance is
small. It is clear that enthusiasm for breaking the Salt Act is on the
wane. The sale of contraband salt has practically ceased. It seems that
the movement will be replaced by the reading of proscribed literature.
(ii) Nagpur, 10-5-30.—On the 6th May, with the exception of some
Muhammad an shops and the mills
there was
a complete hartal on account of Gandhi's arrest. Three processions
organised during the day were practically complete failures. One procession wandered through the city, a second through Sitabuldi and the third
took Abhyankar to the station in the afternoon to meet Patel who was
passing through. In no case was the procession over 300 in number.
Some L200 persons attended the railway station and the orderliness of the
proceedings is indicated by the fact that over 1,000 platform tickets were
purchased.
(iii) Nagpur, 10-5-30.—Activity in the dehat continues. A party of boys
from the Tilak Vidyalaya under A. R. Tijare and H. M. Datar visited
Kamptee on the 28th April, Ramtek on the 29th and 30th, and Bori on
the 1st and 2nd May and staged plays. The primary object appears to
have been the collection of funds, but the response seems to have been
poor. The party have moved on to Sindi.
•

*

*

There were partial hartals in several places on receipt of the news of
Gandhi's arrest. A meeting at Ramtek on the 6th May attracted an
audience of 1,000 persons, but at Kamptee only 200 attended.
*

*

*

(v) Nagpur, 14-5-30.—Independence Day was commemorated on the
10th May by a meeting of the Youth League which was practically
a fiasco as not more than 150 persons turned up.
(vi) Nagpur, 14-5-30.—Several meetings have been held in various
mohallahs in Nagpur city for the manufacture of contraband salt, but the
public is losing interest. Chaturabai, except for a visit to Wardha,
continued her peaceful picketing of cloth shops.
(vii) Nagpur, 14-5-30.—The indications are that breaking of salt and
sedition laws will be given up in favour of intense picketing of cloth and
liquor shops and perhaps cutting down of Sindi palms. Volunteers are
however scarce and the present number, 500, appears to be on paper

only.
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(viii) S. B., C. P., 14-5-30—An audience estimated at 10,000 persons
attended a meeting convened by the Nagpur Nagar Congress Committee
on the evening or the 13th May under me presidency ot Bhagwandin to
protest agamst the arrest of AbDas Tyabji and hjis party ot volunteers in
Gujerat. Particularly objectionable speeches chietly directed against
delivered
by
Punamchand
Ranka,
servants
were
Government
i>. T. Dharmadnikari and the president. Punamchand Ranka said that
the light with Government must be fought to finish. Breaches of the salt
law and open sedition had been committed in Nagpur, but the Local
Government had taken no action. From the 16th of this month the
campaign must be intensified and the people must be prepared for
Government atrocities. The arrogance of the police must be countered
and the City Superintendent and other officers must be rendered incapable
of exercising their authority. The administration of the province was
being enforced by Indians and these must be shown the error of their
%cf
ways.
Now there is no question of going to jails. We shall have to
face bullets and lathis when we collect together in meetings. We must
walk in the footsteps of Abbas Tyabji who displayed his courage at the
age of 80 ". Dharmadhikari deplored that the hartal observed during the
day had been resented by certain merchants (presumably Muhammadans).
Such people should remember that Abbas Tyabji, though actually
a Muhammadan, was a Congressman by nationality. Nothing could be
achieved unless the people were united. Sunderlal Sharma, in his book
Bharat Men Angrezi Raj, had already shown how the English had been
helped by Indians in 1857. Government had now started wholesale
repression and was clearly out to infuriate the people to provide it with
an excuse for firing. In Delhi, women had been assaulted. The prestige
of Government service must be destroyed. At present a police constable
was respected, This order of things must be reversed and the people
must get rid of their slavish mentality. Government service must be
considered more demoralising than a sweeper's work. Bhagwandin opened
his concluding address with similar insulting remarks against the police
and other Government servants. Referring to the firing at Peshawar, he
advised his audience that if fire were to be opened at Nagpur less damage
would be done if it were faced with non-violence. The Dharasana struggle
was an all-India one, and if the salt depot at Dharasana could be captured
it would then be easy to take possession of Sitabaldi Fort If the Nagpur
Flag Satyagraha had continued for another six months the police and
military would in all probability have joined in. He said that he had
ten aetermined volunteers behind him whom he intended to take to
Dharasana to join in the fight. "If it is possible I intend giving a fight
with the Government at Nagpur before leaving, but my programme is not
yet ready." The audience was enthusiastic and the insult to police and
Government servants were applauded. It is clear that special efforts have
begun to work up mass hatred of Government servants, especially police.
It is understood that 500 volunteers have been enrolled at Nagpur upto-date.
Wardka, 70-5-30.—Hartal
Wardh
May
on the arrest of Gandhi. A flag procession, bearing Gandhi's portrait

ft

was taken out in the evening and was followed by 700 to 800 persons.
The procession ended with a mass meeting under the presidentship of
bhivaraj Dhotre of the Ashram, Manohar Pant Deshpaade, Pleader,
Kaiandikar, Pleader, Ramchandra Rao and Swami Vimalanand made the
usual speeches. One speaker opined that the arrest of Gandhi under the
Ordinance showed that the Government intended to keep him in confinement until his death.

Hartal was observed at Hinganghat on the 1st May in protest against
the Jubbulpore arrests. Nathmal Jeshkaran* Marwadi, presided over a
meeting of about 500 persons held in the evening. N. M. Ghatwai, who
was the chief' speaker, condemned the forest laws. Nathmal exhorted the
Marwadis to join in the present movement.
Hartal was observed at Pulgaon on the arrest of Gandhi,
At the instance of N. M„ Ghatwai, the Natyakala Dramatic Company
gave a performance in aid of Congress funds. Some Rs. 700 were realised.
H. Mahadeo Datar and Tijare of the Tilak Vidyalaya, Nagpur, paid
a visit to Sindi on the 3rd May. They delivered lectures and appealed
for volunteers and funds for the Congress. There was no response.
flie non-Brahmans celebrated Shivaji's birthday at Pulgaon and Selu
on the 30th April. The speakers condemned the present
Civil
Disobedience Movement.
Hartal was observed at Arvi on the 6th May in protest against the
arrest of Gandhi. The usual speeches on Government's repressive policy
were made at; a meeting held under the presidency of Nflkanthrao
Deshmukh. Contraband salt was sold.
There has been increased activity at Karanja during the week. Meetings
were held on the 30th April, and the 5th and 6th May. Contraband salt
was sold and appeals for funds and volunteers made, but with poor
response. Flag processions are being organized daily.
Hartal was observed at Selu on the arrest of Gandhi and a meeting
held the same evening under the presidentship of Deshpande, at which
Amba Dass Tafliya and Ramdas of the Ashram made the usual speeches.
There was small bonfire of foreign caps, etc.
The Wardha volunteers continue their felling of toddy palms. I
understand that the District Magistrate has given notice to the owners
under section 202 of the Land Revenue Act.
(u) (i) YeoUnal, 11.5.30.—Hartal was observed at Yeotmal on the 6th
May, when the news of Gandhi's arrest was received. The Muhammadans
did net join. Gandhi's portrait was taken out in procession in the
evening, after which a meeting attended by between 3,000 and 4.000
persons was held at the Town Hall under the presidency of D. K. Kane.
Objectionable and abusive speeches were made by Dr. B. M.
Tembc of the Yeotmal Rifle Association, G. N. Kothekar and Sheo Prasad
alias Bachu Maharaj.
(ii) Yeotmal
11.5.30.—Waman Rao Joshi of Amraoti arrived at
Yeotmal on the 10th May and stayed with Dr. S. K. Kane. During the
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evening he read out proscribed literature at a meeting atlended by 3,000
persons under the presidency of Arnbadas* Joshi, who was introduced by
Meghraj Bania, read out an objectionable extract from Or. ^undenana s
India in Bondage, and handed a typed copy to the police reporters, after
which he made a particularly abusive anti-Governimeni speech whicn
contained objectionable references to the mutiny of 18D7 and ended with
thinly veiled incitements to violence and murder. (This speech is at
present under examination.) Extracts from Sadyasthithi .and Kakori Ke
Shahid were then read out by Gambu Sonar, Meghraj, Bania and Krishna
Jamulkar, locals.
(lii) Yeotmal, 11.530.—A meeting of the Yeotmal municipal committee
held on the 8th May passed a resolution moved by Chouthmal, Marwari,
congratulating Gandhi on his arrest and condemning the repressive policy
of Government.
(iv) Yeotmal, 11-5-30.—Meetings and partially successful hartals on the
arrest of Gandhi are also reported from Wun, Pandharkaoda and Darwha,
500 persons attended the Wun meeting, at which 12 volunteers were
enrolled.
t
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182. Bhagwandin Sharma of the C P. Marathi War Council was
arrested at Nagpur on the morning of the 18th May on a warrant issued
by the Additional District Magistrate, Jubbulpore, under Seotion 124-A,
L P. Ci for a speech he delivered at Jubbulpore on the 4th instant.
Partial hartal was observed in Nagpur city during the day, and a protest
meeting attended by an audience estimated at 10,000 persons was convened
by the Nagpur Congress Committee in the evening. The speeches, which
were particularly offensive, were chiefly directed against the police. In
accordance with the War Council's decision, thirteen meetings were
arranged in various parts of Nagpur city on the evening of the 21st May.
At each meeting the procedure was the same. Volunteers read out an
objectionable extract from Bharat Men Angrezi Raj, and M. V. Abhyankar,
who moved in a car, delivered an extremely seditious address. The
attacks made on the police by various public speakers appear to be taking
effect, and at several of these meetings the police reporters were subjected
to insult and abuse.
A private meeting of the Responsivist party held on the 18th May at
Nagpur established a Boycott of British Goods League.
The meeting of the Working Committee of the All-India Congress
Committee held at Allahabad on the 12th—15th May sanctioned satyagraha
against the forest laws in the Central Provinces.
The salt campaign in Berar has been, definitely closed. On the 11th
May, salt was publicly manufactured in well-attended meeting at all
•
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taluq headquarters in the Akola district, and on the 13th May the
satyagrahis finally kit Dahihanda. Abhyankar of Nagpur toured the
tteiar districts during the week and made extremely offensive speeches at
Akola, Amraoti and Yeotmal. His attacks on Indian Government
servants were particularly gross: he accused them of being traitors to their
couniry and threatened them with social boycott if they continued in their
present employment. He was heard with enthusiasm and appears to have
made an impression. At a well attended meeting at Akoia a few days
after his visit, the City Inspector and the Magistrate in attendance were
both slightly hit by small stones. M. S. Ane is busy organizing satyagraha against the forest laws in the Yeotmal district. He proposes to give
Government 15 days' notice before starting his campaign. Throughout
Berar local agitators continue their activities in the interior and are clearly
growing bolder in their abuse and condemnation of Government. Action
is being taken against several speakers in the Morshi and Chandur taluqs
of the Amraoti district, where anti-Government feeling is particularly
strong.
RACIAL MOVEMENTS

183. (b) Akola, 17.5.30.—The local leaders have done considerable
touring in the district during the week. On the 11th May, the salt law
was broken at all taluq headquarters. The numbers present were as
follows- :—Wasim 1,000, Balapur 1,500, Mangrulpir 6C0, and Akot 1,500.
All the salt satyagrahis left Dahihanda on the 13th May, and this
chapter of the Civil Disobedience Campaign is closed. The arrest of
1
Tyabji did not evoke much enthusiasm , though meetings and partial
hartals are reported throughout the district. There are strong rumours
that the forest laws are to be broken after the 18th May.
A very violent speech was made in Akola on the 14th May by
A.bhyankar of Nagpur before an audience ot about 10,000 persons.
Brijlal Biyani was in the chair. Abhyankar spoke for nearly two hours
and his speech was received with great enthusiasm. He referred to
Government as a treacherous and satanic institution which had impoverished India. Its arrest of leaders like Gandhi and Jawaharlal was a challenge
to the people which must be accepted. Indians were dogs and slaves to
submit to this. He told the Kshatriyas that they should snatch the
sword from the hands of Englishmen. The Vaishyas should get back
their trade from them. He told the Brahmans that while they regarded
others as untouchables, they themselves were treated as such by the
English. He pointed out the absurdity of the English rule which used
Indians to report on political meetings to convict Indian politicians and
to guard them in jail. He said that the authority to prosecute lay with
the Cabinet, one member of which was a Brahman traitor. He also called
Ram Rao Deshmukh a bootlicker. He proceeded to abuse the Police
who, when ordered, opened fire on their countrymen. Magistrates who
convicted Indians protested that they had no option in the matter. They
should be boycotted, He appealed to all Government servants to give up
1

This docs not appear to b - borne out by facts. Tyabji's arrest at the ag- of 80 did
arouse anger an ' protest?.

922
their posts and said that there was a big revolutionary movement afoot
in which they should all join. He asked pleaders to give up their practice
and students their studies. He finished up by saying that all risks must
be taken in the destruction of this satanic Government.
u n me iJm May, ADuas ryaujis ponrait was lai^en in procession m
Aitoia. m e r e were about i,UUU persons in tne procession ai its destination.
A. meeting of about 7,U00 people was tueld in the evening, when the news
of Tyabji s arrest was announced, K. V. Sahasrabudhe made a speech in
whicn he said that the Mutiny of 1857 failed because of lnaian tranors.
Since then there had always been revolutionaries who regarded oy Government as terrorists. The speaker said it was really the Jbnglish who were
committing atrocities. He said that when Indian volunteers were being
oifered water by females they were trampled under foot by men on horses.
He then referred 10 the barbarity of the Akoia Police during the Governor s
last visit. They had adopted non-violence a§ their creed, but he could
not guarantee tnat the next generation would not resort to violence. The
military would not be sufficient to cope with the movement. He said lie
was prepared to take 100 volunteers for satyagralia atj Dharasana. bnjaiai
Biyani and Mrs. Durgatai Joshi also made speeches.
On the 16th May a meeting of non-Brahmans was held in Akola with
Namdeo Rao, Pleader, M. L. C , in the chair. The meeting passed
a resolution that R. S. Sattarkar, Pleader, should be asked to withdraw
his name as a candidate to the Legislative Assembly in place of Ane
resigned.
There was a public meeting in Akola on the 17th May with Brijlal
Biyani in the chair. The audience numbered about 6,000. Proscribed
iiterature was read out, but was, for the most part, of a harmless nature.
At the conclusion some small pebbles were thrown at the reporters from
just behind them. Two struck Mr. Gupta, the Magistrate, and one the
City Inspector, neither of whom was injured. Mr. Gupta went up to
Biyani to protest, and this was taken by the crowd to mean that the
latter was to be arrested. There was an uproar which was ended by
Biyani mounting the platform and announcing that he was* not being
arrestedBiyani was sent for on the next day by the District Magistrate and
made an apology for what had happened. He also guaranteed that there
would be no repetition of this incident. The stone throwing appears to
have been the work of irresponsible persons, but it cannot be denied that
Abhyankar's speech of the 14th has had a bad effect on the minds of
the people. During the course of his conversation with the District
Magistrate Biyani said; that Sahasrabudhe had, gone to Bombay and will
be away for some time. He also admitted that there is disagreement
between himself and Sahasrabudhe, who thinks he ought to be a member
of the War Council. Biyani said that ait present there was no idea of
reading any passages from proscribed literature other than those already
read out.
(c) (i) Amraoti, 17-5-30.—On the 9th May, after Jumma prayers at the
Amraoti mosque, Abdul Wahab of Amraoti addressed 400 Muhammadans
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on the Peshawar disturbance, reading extracts from newspapers, and
describing alleged Government atrocities, shaikh Yakub, made a sinniai
speech.
(ri) Amraoti, 17-5-30.—1,000 persons were present when M. S. Ane
spoke at Amraoti on the 10th May and Dr. Soman, Dr. Patwardhan and
Ane read proscribed literature selected from Present condition of the
country, by Chiplunkar ; Martyrs of Kakori] by Ramprashad Bismil; and
India in Bondage by the Rev. Dr. Sunderland.
(in) Amraou, 17->3U.—On the 13tii May a partial hartal was observed
at Amraou m wiuch most of tne jaonras and Muiiammaaans joined
10 maiK tne arrest of Abbas Tyabji. A meeting of b,UOO persons was
tield to congratulate him. JPaanaiai Sunghai, ex-MJUC., presided and
Ur. bnojraj, Abdul Wahab, Mrs. Patwarohan and Dr. Soman spoke on
the usual lines. Mrs. Patwardhan described imaginary outrages by tiie
police on women.
4,500 people heard Abhyankar of Magpur at Amrao^ on the
12ta May, W. Ci. Josm presided,, opening proceedings wiin tne
gemai remark tnat Abhyankai s powerlui voice was calculated to cau&e
abortions among the pregnant women of tne buropean community in
Nagpur. Abnyankars speech, directed largely against the Indians m
Uovernment employ, was clear and objecuonaole.
volunteers
D00
May
well-Known locals, foreign caps were burnt, speeches made and national
songs sung, The Circle Inspector reports that proceedings created
a great impression.
bait maKing at Bhamod has now been closed down.
Various other meetings have been held in and around Daryapur.
Though the salt manufacture has been abandoned, agitation continues to
be intense.
The activities of Ram Rao Deshmukh and his war committee continue
in the Morsi taluq. Ramrao Deshmukh and Yado Rao Farkade made
objectionable speeches to a meeting of 1,000 people at Benoda on the
13th May. Other meetings are too numerous to report.
The non-Brahmins met at Benoda and spoke against Government and
the Brahmans. They preferred to be ruled by the former. 800 persons
were present, Dr. Kukde, Kadre of Morsi, Gorde, N. G. Amritkar being
prominent. The latter condemned the local extremist party.
Dr. Punjab Rao Deshmukh, Barrister, Pleader V. V. Chaubal and
S. K. Watane continued their electioneering tour, abusing Government
right and left and enlisting Congress members. This double-faced attitude
of the chairman of the District Council and his friends is nonetheless
contemptible because actuated by self-interest. He gives one to understand that he is well disposed, but has not the courage to show it : not
only this but he goes round abusing Government.
A number of meetings have been held in the Amraoti taluq, including
one of 2,000 people at Wathoda, in station-house Kholapur, where
speech.
M. W
.

f
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Agitation continues to be intense in the Chandur (taluq and the
Sub-inspector, Chandur, reports that the feeling against Government is
going oaily from bad to worse. Ratan Lai Kaie and Dr. Soman of
Amraoti have been prominent. Of locals, Seth Mannalal Gupta, Marwari
of Chandur, is prominent.
The anti-Government feeling in the town is now strong and that the
villagers are fast being corrupted. A feature which requires watching is
the large increase in volunteers, of whom ilhere are now over 200 enlisted
from the villages around Chandur.
Ellichpur taluq reports less general agitation than elsewhere. Hartals
were observed in all towns at Gandhi's arrest. The Salt Act was broken
before 1,000 people in Ellichpur town on the 11th May.
Dr. Punjab Rao Deshmukh, Pleader Chaubal and Watane are reported
to have done much harm in their tour throughout the taluq, and, as
stated above, it is high time these people were dealt with.
Copies of a typed (anonymous) letter have been received by all
Amraoti Anglo-Indians, threatening them, their wives and children with
being tortured and burnt alive if they continue to assist Government.
(f) Bhandara, 18-5-30.—Picketing of the Bhandara liquor shop continues.
Sales have decreased considerably.
Picketing of the Tumsar liquor shop began on the 13th May. The
Sub-Inspector reports that the local volunteers are unwilling to go out of
Tumsar for national work.
On the 14th May, two volunteers from Nagpur, one of whom was
Sadashiv Ealkrishna Ranade, lectured at Paoni to an audience of about
100 persons, and auctioned salt for small sums. Ranade explained the
meaning of Swaraj. He referred to the Police officers present as traitors,
and exhorted the public not to sell any food-stuffs to Police or to permit
them to draw water from wells. He advocated boycott of foreign cloth
and liquor, disobedience of forest laws, and non-payment of land revenue,
and lastly talked about salt satyagraha. In response to his appeal for
volunteers several persons enlisted, including Tipre, mwiim of a Marwadi,
and Nirbhayram, Gujerati, a rice mill owner.
Hartals were held at Lakhandur and Andhargaon on Gandhi's arrest.
On the 12th May, in a meeting of about 100 persons including
a number of school boys, Laxmi Narayan Barai of Lanjhi, district
Balaghat, delivered a lecture at Lakhandur, Bhopensao, malguzar of
Pardi, being in the chair. The lecturer referred to the present Government as plunderers and advocated picketing of liquor shops, felling of
toddy palms, khaddar and the boycott of foreign cloth.
On the 10th May, Balbahadar and Kasturchand, Jain, Banias of Gondia,
visited Amgaon bazaar and lectured on Gandhi's arrest. About
100 persons were present.
A partial hartal was held at Tiroda on Gandhi's arrest. There was
also hartal at Mundhri Kalan, a big village, on the 7th May. In a meeting
attended by 200 persons, Hari Chand Bhola of Tumsar prepared salt
which was sold for Rs. 15. Lachman, Kunbi, presided. The audience
were asked to give up liquor and foreign clothes.
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(h) (i) Buldana, 18-5-30.—The following meetings have been held in
the district to talk about satyagraha and the boycott of foreign cloth
shops, etc.
Chikhli, 11th May.—Attendance 300, nearly all Hindus. Speaker:
Baiappa, Lingayat Teli.
Mehkar, 11th May.— Village Anjni, 125 persons. Speakers : V. K.
Soman and Desai. Also at Mehkar on the 11th May. Salt water was
boiled.

Shegaon, 15th May.—Speakers : Vinayak Rao Deshmukh of village
Jalamb and Korde of Khamgaon.
6th May.—Audience 2,000. Speakers : Tekare of Shegaon, Hiralal of
Baiapur and Patki of Shegaon. A hartal was held on this date.
7th May.—Audience 2,000. No Muhammadans present. Speakers :
Shri Krishna Swami of Shegaon, Jainarain, Marwari of Shegaon, Baburao
Deshmukh, Laxman Rustom Deshmukh, volunteers.
9th May.—Village Janori, Shegaon. Only 50 attended. Speakers.
Maroti Ram Parasram, Mali, Tulsiram Sampat, Mali of Shegaon. They
advocated non-payment of land revenue, etc.
Shegaon. 12th May 2,000 attended. Very few Muhammadans. Speakers
Motiram Lokhande,, Madanlalji, Marwari, Laxman Rustom Deshmukh,
Tekare, Krishna Rao Garadgaonkar.
Pipalgaon Raja, 2nd May.—300 attended. Speakers : Dr. Parasnis of
Khamgaon, and Korde.
Malkapur, 11th May.—4,000 atfpnded, including 50 women. Speaker :
Sahasrabudhe of Akola.
Jalamb, 6th May.—Hartal observed. ,
Jalgaon.—Hartal observed on the 6th May in village Jalgaon, viUage
Asalgaon and village Pipalgaon Kale.
Khamgaon, 10th May.—Audience 4,000. No pleaders, and very few
Muhammadans, nearly all illiterates. Speakers : Krishna Rao of village
Garadgaon, Achutrao, student of Amraotli, Sahasrabudhe of Akola,
Korde, Purshattam Zunzunwala, and Hardas Ramprashad. They read
extracts from proscribed books.
Sahasrabudhe read extracts from Chiplunkar's book Condition of India;
Joseph Mazzini; India in Bondage; and War of Independence by
Savarkan
Purshottam Zunzunwala read extracts from the Kakori conspiracy case
of 1925 and Hardas Ramprashad from Bharat Men Angrezi Raj.
13th May.—Hartal
was held
on account of Tyabji's arrest,
meeting was held in the evening.
Khamgaon, 15th May.—1,500 attended. No pleaders or Muhammadans.
Speakers : Mukund, Master, National School, Muhammad Ali Bohra,
Kcrde, Dr. Parasnis.
A big procession of 1,000 volunteers was announced for the 18th May.
(t) Wardha 17-5-30.—The Arvi Taluq War Council has been carrying
on intensive propaganda in the interior. A party of volunteers has been
moving from village to village, holding meeting and delivering antiGovernment speeches. Salt has been manufactured at several places, the
results being auctioned! for sums varying from two annas to lis. 25 per
X

926
packet. Boycott of foreign cloth is advocated. About 40 volunteers
nave been enrolled.
The agitators have been well received in the villages, audience at
Talegaon in Ashti station-house and Karanja being especially responsive.
VaJlabh Das Jaju, Secretary of the War Council, is particularly active,
and has advised people to boycott Government servants and to consider
the question of non-payment of taxes.
The Arvi municipal committee has passed resolutions congratulating
Gandhi on his arrest and changing the name of a local market from
Carddock
bazaar to Jawaharlal
Nehru
Bazaar. Baliram
Jalit,
vice-president, was mainly responsible for these resolutions.
Hartal was observed at all towns and more important villages in the
district on account of Abbas Tyabjrs arrest. Well attended meetings
were held as several places and anti-Government speeches delivered.
The meeting at Wardha was attended by some 3,000 persons, including
auout 300 women. Chironji Lai Seth, vice-president, Wardha Congress
Committee, was in the chair. Sheoraj asked Government servants to be
loyal to India and to resign their posts. The president announced that
a meeting would be held shortly to read proscribed literature. The
meeting is said to have made a considerable impression locally.
The Wardha Tov/n Congress Committee have been concentrating on the
picketing of liquor and foreign cloth shops, the holding of daily flag
processions and the felling of toddy palms with the consent of malguzars.
Meetings have been held in several villages at which salt was prepared
and auctioned.
The picketing of liquor shops has considerably affected sales. With
one exception, when volunteers broke a pot in the hands of a customer,
it has been peaceful.
A foreign cloth dealer who attempted to defy the pickets lost all hir
customers, and was forced to apologise and to sign a pledge to cease
dealing in foreign cloth. About 5,000 toddy palms are claimed to have
been felled in three villages of the Wardha tahsil but, possibly owing to
a notice issued to malguzars by the District Magistrate, has ceased since
the 12th May. Volunteers were enlisted at Sindi.
A. R Tijare of the Nagpur Ti'lak Vidyalava with a partv of 11 volunteers visited Hinganghat during the week. Ghatwai and Ratanlal Khatri
arranged three meetings at which the usual anti-Government speeches
were made.
(u) (i) Yeotmal 17-5-30—k public meeting of about 600 persons held
at Wun on the 11th May was mainly given to the discussion of the
bovcott of foreign trade. The speakers, Dr. Ane and Ram Rao Bhagwat
referred to the old story of the cutting off of the weavers thumbs.
Atharkar said that the blood and fat of cows and pigs were used in the
manufacture of foreign cloth, and referred to the British demons,
Dr. Ram called India an English godown for raw materials. He
suggested breaking of the Arms Act as a necessary step towards
independence.
(ii) Yeobndl 17-5-30.—Abhyankar of Nagpur arrived at Yavatmal on
the 13th May accompanied by Waman Rao Joshi of Amraoti, and the
•
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same evening addressed a meeting of about 2,500 persons under the
presidency of G. N. Kothekar, pleader. A number of Marwari and
Bhatia shopkeepers were among the audience. Abhyankar's speech was
a particularly gross attack on Indian Government servants whom he
accused of being traitors to their country in that they assisted an alien
Government to loot and prosecute their countrymen. Without their
assistance it would be impossible for the British Government to exist.
Members of both communities fawned on the English beef and pig eaters.
The Kshatriyas had abandoned their swords and taken up scythes, and
the Vaishyas had yielded their trade to the English. The traitors
(Government servants) fed on sweepings, and were themselves prosecuted
and deprived of their freedom. Even Brahmans bankeied after {he posts
of Sub-Judge and Extra-Assistant Commissioner instead of following
Tilak's noble example of self-sacrifice. The Army and the Police were
composed of Indians who, as a result of foreign domination, were ready
at anjy time to fire on their own kith and kin. " Tambya " and Ram Rao
Deshmukh were contemptuously mentioned as deserters from the
Swarajists' ranks, and the latter, who was a Kshatriya, was described as
being ready to do his duty by firing on Indians. The object of the salt
satyagraha was publicly to dishonour Government and its laws, and to
awaken a sleeping people. He asked all cloth merchants to continue the
boycott of cloth for a year instead of only six months. Waman Rao
did not speak,
(iii) Yeotmal, 17-5-30.—M. S. Ane. accompanied by Dadaji Kane and
Rambhau of Yeotmal, arrived at Pusad on the 13th May and addressed
a meeting of about 700 persons. After making the usual critisisms of
Government, he outlined his proposals for satyagraha against the forest
laws. He would give Government 15 days' notice, and, when this had
expired, start mass breaking of the grazing and felling rules in all villages
in the vicinity of Government forests.
(iv) Yeotmafi, 17-5-30.—Partial hartal and meetings ovier Garidhi's
arrest are also reported from Umarkhed, Bori-Arab, Ghatanji, Ralegaon
and Pusad. The speeches were generally directed against the Government,
but contained nothing of special interest.
(v) Yeotmal, 17-5-30.—A meeting of the muicipal committee, Yeotmal,
held in the 16th May. passed a resolution congratulating Abbas Tyabji on
his arrest.
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184. M. V. Abhyankar, President of the C. P. Marathi War Council,
was arrested at Nagpur under Section 124-A, I. P. C , on the morning of
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the 29th May on a warrant issued by the District Magistrate, Aniraoti
A complete hartal was observed in Nagpur city during the day. in the
afternoon a procession 2,000 strong paraded the town, and in the evening
a public meeting attended by about 15,000 persons was held under the
presidency of Punamchand Ranka, G. D. Dhaole. S. T. Dharmadhikari
and SunderJal (the aulhor of Bharat Men Angrezi Raj) making distinctly
objectionable speeches. Wholesale picketing of cloth shops began on the
23rd May, but with the exception of one averted collision has so far been
orderly. On the other hand public meetings have been fewer and the
anests of Mrs. Naidu and Nariman passed praqtically unnoticed.
in the interior of the C. P. Marathi Province, picketing of liquor
shops has been extended and a few more toddy trees have been felled in
the Nagpur and Wardha districts. Inflammatory speeches have been made
by Abhyankar of Nagpur in the Wardha and Nagpui; districts and by
IN. M. Ghatwai of Hinganghat in the Wardha district. In the Chanda
district, Tijare, who was accompanied by a party of students from the
Nagpur Tilak Vidyalaya, made offensive speeches at Chanda and Warora.
Agitation continues throughout Berar. A meeting convened at Akola
on the 22nd May to congratulate Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, Nariman and others
was attended by about 10,000 persons, Korde and Krishnarao Deshmukh,
both locals, have made objeciionable speeches in the Buldana district,
and in the Yeotmal district, M. S. Ane has addressed a number of
meetings in furtherence of his campaign against the forest laws. The
situation continues to worsen in the affected areas of the Amraoti district
especially in the Morsi taluq. where the Local Board with a stron
Brahman element has become a Congress office. Wamanrao Joshi and
T. G, Joshi, Secretary of the War Council, have made violent speeches in
Amraoti city.
POLITICAL, POLITICO-RELIGIOUS AND RACIAL MOVEMENTS

185. (a) Akola, 26-5-30.—Three public meetings were held in Akola
during the week. The first on the 19th May, was attended by about
4,000 persons. Brijlal Biyani, who presided, condemned the behaviour of
the persons who, two days previously, had thrown stones at the Government reporters. Mrs. Durgatai Joshi lectured on the subject of picketing
liquor shops. She said that picketing by women would start the following
day and that it was the duty of the volunteers, the Deputy Commissioner
and the District Superintendent of Police to see that the women were not
molested or insulted.
Mrs. Joshi was in the chair at a meeting of about 4,000 persons on
the 20th. All the speeches were on the subject of picketing liquor shops.
Haribhau Deshpande of Amraoti related his experiences of 1921 when he
was attacked with an axe bv a drunkard whose bottle if liquor he had
snatched away. The speaker said that all toddy palms should be cut
down.
About 10,000 persons attended the meeting on the 22nd, which was
called to congratulate Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, Nariman and others on their
arrests. R. M. Pendse, a local labour leader, who has been convicted to
^ ^ ^
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three months' R. I., was also, congratulated. M. S. Ane of Yeotmal was
the principal speaker. His speech was general tirade against the British
whom he accused of being deceitful in the extreme. He said the saltlaw had been broken and referred vaguely to another law which would
have to be broken, but he was careful not to commit himself by a more
definite statement. This was left to Waman Rao Joshi of Amraoti who
said that disobedience against the forest laws would be started within
a month or so.
So far, the picketing of the liquor shops has not led to any disturbances.
It has been done from 6 p.m.. to 7-30 p.m. each evening. In Malipura
liquor shops, the time has been extended by three hours, i.e., it is to start
at 3 p.m. The reason is that the contractor on one evening gave free
drinks to the crowd and a whole lot of Muhammadans and others took
advantage of this, to the discomfiture of the picketers. At each shop the
picketers are protected by a squad of volunteers.
• : - ,
On the 18th May proscribed literature was read out at all taluq headquarters. The meetings at Murtizapur and Basim were poorly attended
but at Akot the audience numbered about 2,000.
A few saplings were cut down in the forest at Narnala, but it is not
known by whom.
(b) Amracli, 24-5-30.—The Sub-Inspector, Morsi reports that tjie
Local Board at Morsi has become a. Congress office. In the absence of
the president, Amrutkar, non-Brahman, Yeshwant Pandurang, the
Vice-president, with the help of Rao Saheb S. K. Deshpande and the
Swarajist leaders N. G. Deshpande and Jaggulal, etc., has turned the Board
into a political machine. Brahman school masters have been promoted in
the place of non-Brahmans degraded, and at recent meeting on the
9th May Congress members deprived the chairman (Amrutkar) of his
powers in his absence, and authorized the vice-chairman to administer in
his place. Among other resolutions passed was one to the effect that
every servant of the Local. Board must be a member of the Congress
partyExtracts from proscribed works were read out by Bhagwan Singh before
a meeting of 1,000 people at Daryapur on the 18th May under the
presidency of Chitale, Popatlal, Bania made an objectionalbe speech.
Prescribed literature was read at Chandur on the 18th May by
Shankar Armaji, Fakirji Banait, Shankar Vishnu Joshi, Govind Baliram
Power. This last and Vankat Rao, said to be a village Patel to Talegaon
station-house made objectionable speeches.
There has been less outward activity in Amraoti during the week.
A meeting of about 5,000 persons at which W. G. Joshi presided showed
some signs of excitement, particularly when a Congress version of the
Sholapur affair was related. The speeches of W. G. Joshi and T. G. Joshi,
secretary of the war committee, were highly objectionable and have been
reported to the District Magistrate with a view to take action especially
against T. G. Joshi.
;
Elsewhere a£ tation continues to be intense and Government prestige
falls dailv. The non-Brahmans have held a few meetings in the Morsi
taluq rather anti-Brahman than pro-Government, but they have made it
\-115—59- A.
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clear that though they may be anti-British, they are much more anitiabuse by
Morsi
Brahman.
the Congress party on account of these activities. Attempts have been
w

Amrit

loyal patel of Jarur. N. G. Deshpande's speeches are reported to be
creating ill-feeling against Government among the cultivators. Reports
have been received of endeavours made to induce patels to resign. Many
new speakers are addressing meetings, and it will soon be found that the
removal of a few leaders only will not suffice to prevent anti-Government
feeling from spreading.
(e) Bhandara, 26-5-30.—On the 21st May, an extract from Brarat Men
Angrezi Raj was read by Bhave, retired Chief Block Inspector, B. N. Railway, Shankar Markande and Shendurnikar in a meeting of about 300 persons
held at Bhandara under the presidency of Nana Saheb Koti. Shendurnikar
and
burnt
enrolled.
Picketing of liquor shops was begun at Tumsar on the 18th May, at
Sihora on the 19th and at Lakhni, Sakoli station-house, on the 20th.
Picketing of the Bhandara liquor shop continues.
On the 18th May, Gopichand Patel and Bhaskar Master of Sihora and
Bhiwa Patel of Wahni lectured to the villagers at Chulhad on the Civil
Disobedience Movement. On the 19th May, Harichand and Wasudeo,
Telis of Tumsar, lectured to an audience of about 300 persons at Mohadi
Bazaar. A small quantity of salt was made and sold, and some foreign
caps were burnt. Two volunteers were enlisted.
On the 13th May, Shendurnikar spoke at Amgaon, Adar station-house.
He prepared some salt, but no one would bid for it.
On the 17th May two volunteers, Waghmare and Ramchand, Brahman,
from Nagpur, addressed a meeting of about 300 persons at Adar, Sitaram
Gandhi Patel being in the chair. They abused Government servants,
especially the Police, and urged the people to boycott them. No bid was
made for a packet of salt which was offered for auction.
400 persons attended a meeting at Gondia under the presidency of
Ramchand, Marwari. Girdharlal and Dalsukh, Gujerati, condemned the
repressive policy of Government and threatened local merchants with
boycott for secretly ordering foreign cloth.
Lodulal, who returned to Gondia on the 20th May on release from
jail after serving a sentence under section 353. I.P.C., was escorted in
precession from the railway station to his home. Addressing a meeting
of 200 persons the same evening, he said that jail was like heaven.
^Sukhdeo, Marwadi, presided over a meeting of obout 300 persons at
st May. Chaturbhuj read out an objectionable extract
Men
a comparatively innocuous one. There was little enthusiasm and Chaturbhuj
alone was given a patient hearing.
Bl ana
25 5 30
fej[, ^ >_ \ - '~Hartals
have been held in the following pi
Mav
On account of Tyabij's arrest. Only five shops
closed
A-115—59-B.
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17th May, Deulgaon Raia.—Owing to the collection of overdue school
rates. A meeting was also held to discuss the matter.
16th May, Malkapur.—Palestine Day.
The usual independence meetings have been held in the following
places. The speakers have now got tired of the salt propaganda, and,
it would appear from the later reports, of reading proscribed literature,
for the main aims now are the breaking of forest laws, boycotting of ail
kinds, and chiefly the non-payment of taxes and land revenue. The only
meetings held outside the towns were in village Matargaon, station-house
Jalamb, and that is a village of factions. An anti-Brahman meeting was
held there immediately afterwards.
Most of the speeches were abusive, particularly those of Korde and
Krishna Rao Deshmukh of Gadargaon, Khamgaon station-house.
Buldana, 13th May.—President Dr. Kale of Khamgaon. Speakers :
Bhikam Singh, Dada Soman of Mehkar, and Rajeshwar Rao Deshmukh.
150 present.
Buldana, village Deulghat.—President, R. A. Kanitkar, pleader.
Speakers : Mahomed Hussain, Taxi-owner of Buldana, Haribhau,
Brahman of Buldana and Nagorao Kanitkar of Buldana. 300 present.
Pipalgaon Kale station-house, village Kalegaon, 12th May.—Proscribed
literature was read. Speakers : Korde, Purnaji Patel, Babu Rao Deshmukh
and Tulsi Ram. Three volunteers enlisted.
Nandura, 19th May.—President, Sampatrao, Mali of Nandura.
Speakers :. Purnaji Patel of Jaola, Sheogaon, Krishnarao Deshmukh of
village Gadargaon, Khamgaon, and Korde. Proscribed literature was
read.
Mehkar, 18th May.—President, R. V. Desai, Speakers : Thugaonkar,
Deshpande of Amraoti, Soman and Vinayak Rao Deshmukh of the
Khamgaon Rashtriya School, who read proscribed literature.
Jalamb, 15th May.—President, Raisingh Deshmukh of Jalamb.
Speakers : Laxman Rao Deshmukh, Madanlal, Marwari, and Babu Rao
Deshmukh. 100 attended.
20th May.—President, Shankar Rao, Marwari of Jalamb. Speakers :
Wagh of the Khamgaon Rashtriya School, Vinayak Rao Deshmukh of the
Khamgaon Rashtriya School, and Dr. Paraskar. 250 present.
Village Mahargaon (Jalamb), 16th May.—President, Dattatraya
Brahman of Khandesh. Speakers : Babu Rao Deshmukh of village
Gadargaon, Chandrabhan, Kunbi of village Mahargaon, Laxman Rao
Deshmukh of Shesaon. 800 present.
16th and 17th May.—Govinda Rupchand Patel of Pipalgaon Kale held
two kirtans which were distinctly anti-Brahman in spirit. He however
spoke in favour of Gandhi's movement, regarding khadi, etc., but pointed
out that no Brahman had taken a prominent part in it and suffered.
The kirtans appealed to the audience.
Chikhli, 18th May.—President, Dr. Pimprekar, Achyut Rao Deshmukh
of village Kaothal, station-house Tamgaon, read out some proscribed
literature. 250 present.
+
Chikhli, 19 h May.—President, Mohammad Ali, Bohra of Khamgaon.
Speaker : Zainuddin of Karanja, Akola. 400 present.
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This was an attempt to get the Muhammadans to join the movement.
Maikapur, 18th May.—President, MotiJlal Kela, Marwari. Speakers :
Pramilabai Oak of Akola, Krishna Rao Deshmukh and Brijlal Biyani of
Akola. There was a large audiemce but they did not understand the
extracts read out to them.
Khamgaon, 18th May.—A procession of 300 volunteers—instead of the
advertised 1,000 was taken round the town and a meeting attended by
about 3,000 persons was held later. Proscirbed literature—extracts on slips
of paper was again read out and the usual topics discussed. Korde
demanded his full 1,000 volunteers by the 30th May, as it is intended to
hold a weekly procession in Khamgaon.
For the last ten days some ten to fifteen Gujarati girls, aged 15 and
under, go round the town every morning singing national songs.
Dr. God bile of Khamgaon presided at the meeting and the following
spoke : —
Zainuddin of Karanja.
His usual speech to Muhammadans to join
up. Rambhau of village Jaola, Purshottam Zunzunwala of Khamgaon,
Kordes Di. Parasnis of Khamgaon.
1
(h) Chanda, 18-5-30.—National flag processions were taken out at
Warora and Mui on the 5th May to mark the arrest of Gandhi.
Kashi Rao Fadnavis, Honorary Magistrate, presided over a meeting of
600 persons at Mul. Three more Honorary Magistrates and a retired
Sub-inspector of Police were present. Speeches were made condemning
Government's repressive policy and urging boycott of foreign cloth and
liquur and breach of the salt law. The president himself made an appeal
for the use of Khadi and the Honorary Magistrates present promised to
wear it in future. Several merchants undertook to stop dealing in foreign
cloth for a period of six months.
On the 7th May, Dwarkanath Lele, president, Khadi Karyalay and
Ashram, addressed an audience of about 300 at Saoli, Mul
station house. He reviled Government and abused the Police, and
pleaded for wider use of the charkha. The audience was not greatly
impressed.
Chitaman Joshi, Hari Babu Jeoly and Cihmanlal Marwadi were the
speakers at a meeting of about 300 persons at Bhandak on the 7th May.
Gandhi's arrest was condemned. Chintaman's speech was, as usual, fiery,
but the audience was apathetic. Later in the day another meeting was
held by the same persons in village Juna, where three volunteers were
obtained
On the 8th May, Khushal Chand and Mahesh Das of Chanda, sold
Gandhi salt at Kothari and Tohgaon. Some foreign caps were burnt.
Fadnavis and other Honorary Magistrates again attended a meeting of
about 400 persons held at Mul on the 9th May with Kaluram Marwadi in
the chair. Gandhi was praised and Government condemned. Khushal
Chand of Chanda was especially abusive. 100 foreign caps were burnt.
Chintaman Joshi, S. Sadashiv Ghatwai, both of Wardha, and nine
others from Warora addressed a meeting of 300 persons at Nandori,
Warora station-house, on the 10th May. They indulged in the usual
•

abuse of GoVerament and the British. Salt was prepared* but an attempt
lo sell Gandhi caps met with no response.
Twenty students of the Nagpur Tilak Vidyalaya led by A. R. Tijare
arrived in Chanda on the 10th May. The following day they paraded the
town and collected and burnt foreign caps.
On the 12th May, Abdul Razzak presided over a meeting attended by
about 1,000 persons at Chanda. Tijare of Nagpur said that HinduMuslim trouble was engineered by Government. Britishers were cowardly
and the Government was afraid of Gandhi and his movement. He referred
to the theft of a pistol and cartridges from the bungalow of »lhe Deputy
Commissioner, Wardha. He urged the picketing of liquor shops. About
20 caps were burnt. Abdul Razzak said they intended to break lorest and
nazul laws, but could not begin until they had enough volunteers.
On the 13th May, Tijare and his students gave a display of their prowess
before an audience of 400 persons at Warora. Tijare said that the British
were on their death-bed. He said that he (TijareO was the ruler of Warora
and dared the local Police to challenge his authority.
On the 14th May, a procession, 100 strong, was taken out in Warora
town to protest against Tyabji's arrest. 300 persons attended a meeting
held in the evening. Tijare suggested that the Police should use their lire
arms against the British instead of on their own countiymen. Chintaman
urged the boycott of Government servants and the felling of toddy palms.
Picketing of liquor shops began at Chanda on ithe 14th May. it was
organised by Abdul Razzak and Kowle, Pleader. Hartal was observed to
mark Tyabji's arrest.
Khushal Chand presided over a meeting of about 1,200 persons at Chanda
on the 15th May. Khadi was advocated and volunteers called for. Bajirao
appealed for Muhammadan support to the movement. The respective
policy of Government was condemned.
On the same day the Pleaders' party held a meeting which was attended
by about 200 persons. Chendke, Kowle and Damkai were present.
Abdul Razzak asked for support in the picketing campaign and complained of the paucity of volunteers.
Civil disobedience propaganda is now being disseminated in the villages.
Although meetings are well attended, they have so far produced little effect
on the illiterate population. There is not a single sincere leader in Chanda.
Each has an axe to grind. Khushal Chand thinks about his presidency of
the municipality and the pleaders have the impending District Council
elections very much in their minds. No one is really desirous of going
*

to jail.

(o) (i) Nagpur, 24-5-30.—Much activity continues in the dehat (villages).
At Umred daily meetings have been held by Dekate, the attendance
varying from 300 to 800 persons. On the 17th May Dekate led a party of
volunteers who cut down 14 toddy trees and smashed some 50 chattis in
which toddy had been collected. This was repeated on the 19th, when
10 more trees were felled. The toddy contractor has made a complaint
which is being investigated. Dekate seems to have given up the idea of
raiding the Police naka at Umred. Tulsiram Lodhi has returned from
his extended tour, which is reported a complete failure.
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Jn Kondhali station-house^, G. D. Dhaole, pleader, who took a leading
part during the G. 1. P. Railway strike, has been busy preaching the
breaking of forest laws. On the 17th May, Abhyankar of Nagpur
addressed a mass meeting of 4,000 persons at Kondhali.
There have been many meetings in other places but the only ones of
importance were on the 19th May at Saoner and Killod, where Waman Rao
Joshi of Amraoti delivered two violent speeches which are under
examination. He has since returned to Amraoti. Generally speaking, the
trend of speeches this week is encouragement to break forest laws. It is
expected that, on receipt of orders, this phase of the movement will begin
a week before the rains break, and will primarily take the form of illicit
grazing. The salt movement is dying out.
Nagpur city remains quiet, but hostility to the Police appears to be on
the increase. The intensive picketing of cloth shops expected to start on
the 21st May did not materialise, apparently through lack of volunteers.
(li) Nagpur, 29-5-30.—The Civil Disobedience Movement took a more
active step during the week with the commencement of picketing of cloth
shops on the 23rd May. With the exception of one averted collision,
picketing has been quite orderly. Cloth shops, both in the City and Sadar,
are picketed
On the other hand public meetings have been much fewer, and the
arrests of Mrs. Naidu and Nariman passed practically unnoticed.
*

*

*

*

The anniversary of Chokhamcla was celebrated by Mahars on the
26th May, and at a public meeting the same night, organized by
Kalicharan Nandagaoli and attended by about 2,000 persons, Abhyankar
made an attempt to enlist their support for Gandhi's movement. The
proceedings, however, rapidly developed into a discussion on the right of
temple-entry, and the meeting came to an abrupt conclusion.
On the 28th May there was a small procession and meeting organized
by the bal veer (small boys) war council in order to break the salt laws,
700 persons attended.
Abhyankar was arrested under Section 124-A on the 29th May on
a warrant from Amraoti. A complete hartal was observed.
In the district, picketing of liquor shops took place a/fc Narkhed on the
17th and 21st May, at Umred on the 26th and at Ramtek on the 24th.
At Ramtek three toddy trees were felled. There have been no complaints.
Proscribed literature, consisting of a cyclostyled copy of the passage read
Abhyank

May
*

•

(iii) S. B., C. P., 7-6-50.—M. V. Abhyankar
under Section 124-A, I. P. C. on the mornimg of
issued by the District Magistrate, Amraoti.
observed in Nagpur City during the day. In

*

was arrested at Nagpur
29th May under a warrant
A complete hartal was
the afternoon a procession
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of 2,000 persons paraded the town, and in the evening a public meeting
attended by about 15,0u0 persons was held under the presidency of
funamchand Ranka. About 100 Muhammadans, mostly Bohras, were
amongst the audience. Speeches were made by Chhaganlal Baruka,
Dr. Cholkar, G. D. Dhaole, S. T. Dharmadhikari and Sunderlal, the author
of Bharat Men Angrezi Raj. Baruka, Cholkar and the president confined
themselves to congratulation of Abhyankar and appreciation of his work,
and exhortation to the public to carry on the struggle. The other speeches
were distinctly objectionable. Dhaole said that the Government was
evidently labouring under the delusion that with the exception of a few
firebrands^ Nagpur city was more or less unaffected by nationalist
agitation. This was the only explanation for Government's action in
arresting Bhagwandin and Abhyankar for their activities in other places
when tliey had done far more for the Civil Disobedience Movement in
Nagpur itself. It was true that Nagpur had so far remained absolutely
non-violent, but Government should take warning that " the calmness of
the sea was suggestive of on-coming danger ". Dharmadhikari referred to
the alleged atrocities committed by Government : women had been beaten
and innocent persons fired on. The recent disturbances at Bombay had
shown that Hindus and Muhammadans were united. The fact that
60 persons had been killed or injured merely on account of a dog, showed
that Government held the life of an Indian so much cheaper than that
of an animal. Sunderlal said that the Bombay Police had refused to use
batons against Congress volunteers, and European soldiers had to be
called in to disperse the crowds. In Bombay, Hindus and Muhammadans
had united against the common enemy, and communal disputes had been
forgotten. Both in Bombay and Peshawar the bulk of the casualties had
been Muhammadan. India's vast strength had so far lain dormant, but
when it had fully awakened no power on earth could stand against it.
If the 15,000 people collected at this meeting were properly disciplined
it would be perfectly easy for them to take possession of Government
House and the Sitabuldi Fort. Guns and rifles would be ineffective
against non-violence. The audience was orderly, but references to the
police evoked a certain amount of response.
(t) Wardha, 24-5-30.—Intensive anti-Government propaganda continued
in the district during the week, 29 Congress meetings being held in
various towns and villages. The speeches were gpfteraUy well-recfeived
by the people and the prestige of Government had suffered considerably.
Salt has been prepared and sold at several meetings, and Government's
refusal to take action under the Salt Act has been hailed as the first
Congress victory, though saner people do not endorse this view.
Congress agitators have now started reading proscribed literature and
intend to start satyagraha against the forest laws when the grazing season
begins. The following are the more active propagandists : —
*

Baba Sahib Nilkanth Rao Deshmukh of Virul, N. M. Ghatwai of
Hinganghat: Shivraj Chudiwala of Wardha: Taj Ram of Wardha:
Vallabh Das Jaju of Arvi; Govind Rao Khatri of Hinganghat; and
P. V. Thatte, Pleader of Arvi.
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Abhyankar of Nagpur has addressed meetings at village Talegaon,
station-house Ashti and Kharangna, He was abusive towards the Police
and "Magistracy, and at the Talegaon meeting one Champat Rao, Maratha
oi Arvi, attempted to insult the Sub-Inspector who was taking notes.
The Police were severely criticised also at meetings at Deoli and Arvi,
and threatened with social boycott.
. -
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Picketing oi liquor shops continues in Wardha town and has been
started at Pulgaon and Allipore, statioa-house Wadner. Sales are reported
to have suffered to some extent. National flag processions are taken out
daily in Wardha town, 15 volunteers from the Wardha Ashram felled
permission
May
•-

* .

•

*

On the 21st May, Shivraj Chudiwala presided over a meeting at
Wardha attended by an audience estimated at over 2,000 persons,
including a number of women- Extracts from Bharat Men Angrezi Raj,
The Life of Ashfaqulla Khan of the Kakori Conspiracy Case, Savarkar's
Life of Mazzine and Des-ki-bat were read out by Shivraj, Chudiwala-,
Kanhayalal Bhaiya, Hira, Sao Jain, Kashinaith Rao Dailal, Bapurao
and Tejram Yahlot. The last named who read from Des-ki-bat. made
the audience repeat the passage after him.
Wardha
delivered abusive
Government speeches.
(u) Yeotmal, 23-5-30.—A party of 18 volunteers
14 boys of
the Nagpur Tiiak Vidyalaya, have been touring the district during the
week under the leadership of A. R. Tijare.
In the evening a public meeting was convened by Bachchu Maharaj
to meet them. The volunteers collected about 50 foreign caps and
A. R. Tijare made a lengthy speech which, while it did not make any
great impression, contained objectionable remarks against Government
and Government servants.
*

•-

*

•

M. S. Ane has addressed meetings as follows in furtherance of his
ampaign against the forest laws : —
14th May, Umerkhed.—Audience 500. President Dada Kane of
Yeotmal.
15th May, Mahagaon, station-house Larkhed.—Ramrao Deshpand
Sheshrao were the chief organizers.
16th May, Ami.—These meetings were all well attended, and are
reported to have made a considerable impression.
On
May, Waman
Th ey are believed to have discussed
starting
Saty
at Singad, between Pusad and Digras in this district, a place which is
equally accessible to volunteers from the Akola and Yeotmal districts.

•
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Bhao Rao Pande presided over a meeting of about 500 persons on the
13th May at Umarkhed. One Ganapat Rao Joshi spoke on civil
disobedience and told the people not to be afraid of the Police. 58 packets
ot salt were sold for Rs. 186.
The usual speeches were made by Ambadas and Bachchu Maharaj ot
Yeotmal at a meeting, held at Ghatanji on the 15|th May to protest
against ^bbas Tyabji's arrest. Forest satyagraha was advocated.
Extracts from proscribed literature were read out by non-entities at
a small meeting held at Darwha under the presidency of Purshottam
Kashinath Bapat, son of Pleader Bapat. Balwant Mukund Athawale
made an objectionable anti-Government speech in favour of forest
satyagraha.
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GENERAL SUMMARY

186. M. V. Abhyankar, president of the C. P. Mara tin War Council,
and Wamanrao Joshi, president of the Berar War Council, were convicted
under section 124-A, I. P. C. at Amraoti on the 2nd June and sentenced
to two years' rigorous imprisonment each and fines of Rs. 1,500 and 450,
respectively. Objectionable speeches were made at a protest] meeting of
about 5,00C persons convened by the Nagpur Congress Committee the
following day, all the speakers condemned the two new ordinances promulgated by the Viceroy, and made gross attacks on ithe loyalty of
Indian Government servants. On the evening of the 5th June, a party
of 17 volunteers under Sahasrabudhe of the Tilak Vidyalaya left Nagpur
for Dharasana and were joined en route by parties from Wardha and the
four Berar districts. They were all arrested by the Bombay Presidency
Police at Bhusawal and convicted and sentenced at Jalgaon as members
of an unlawful assembly to varying terms of imprisonment. These
arrests caused very little sensation. Punamchand IRanka has been elected
president of the C. P. Marathi War Council in place of M. V. Abhyankar
and N. S. Harkare (who was recently assaulted at Ramakona in the
Chhindwara district) captain of the Nagpur Congress volunteers vice
Sahasrabudhe.
Intense agitation continues throughout Berar. Meetings were held and
hartals observed at all centres in connection with tihe arrests and conviction of Abhyankar and Wamanrao Joshi. M. S. Ane, who has been
elected president of the Berar War Council in place of Wamanrao Joshi,
is carrying on his propaganda for satyagraha against the forest laws and
has addressed meetings in the Akola and Yeotmal districts. In the
Yeotmal district! a working committee has been formed and it is understood that satyagraha was to be started by the first batch of volunteers
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at a village in Larkhed station-house on the 10th June. Action is contemplated against Tijare of the Nagpur Tilak Vidyalaya, who has made
highly inflammatory speeches amounting almost to open incitements to
violence in the Yeotmail district. Agitation continues at full pressure in
the Amraotii district and vile slander is heaped on Government at all
meetings. In the Morsi taluq rumours of impending prosecutions has
caused the leaders to cease from personally addressing meetings and they
are now putting up boys to make objectionable speeches. Action is being
taken against three pleaders in the Chandur taluq. In the Buldana
1
district meetings held in, outlying villages are having little or no effect
and vounteers are no longer forthcoming. In Akola town the public are
showing signs of boredom, and it is only when outsiders come that the
meetings are at all enthusiastic.
POLITICAL, POLITICO-RELIGIOUS AND RACIAL MOVEMENTS

187. (a) (i) Akola, 2-6-30.—It has been a very quiet week in Akola.
Picketing of liquor shops by women was; done daily from 6 p.m. to
7-30 p.m. No one now takes any notice of it and the first shower or
two of rain will doubtless produce the excuse for discontinuing it. The
war council met at Akola on the 28th May and decided to have the
forest laws broken, beginning some time in June. The arrests of
Abhyankar and Wiaman Rao Joshi were the occasions for the only two
meetings held during the week. The attendance was 7,000 and 4,000,
respectively, and the speeches were mild. There was a partial hartal in
Akola on the 30th May. Waman Rao of village Kondoli is moving
about the circle inciting villagers to break the forest laws. Dhanji,
Bhatia of Waregaon, is doing the same in the Balapur t)aluq and Govind
Singh is lecturing in Akot. On the 23 rd May, M. S. Ane visited Akot
and in a meeting of about 3,500 persons said it was expected that the
Akot people would break the forest laws, and (asked for 500 volunteers.
On the 26th May Appa Saheb Tijare of Nagpur came to Akot with
18 students of the Rashtriya School, Nagpur. They gave a display with
swords and spears, which was followed by a meeting ait which foreign
caps were burnt. About 2,000 persons attended the meeting.
(ii) Akola, 9-6-30.—There was a meeting of about 5,000 persons at
Akola on the night of the 5th June, M. S. Ane being in the chair.
25 volunteers who were 'leaving for Dharasana were introduced to the
audience by Brijlal Biyani, who made a speech extolling the volunteers
who, he said, were going into the jaws of death. The volunteers were
garlanded by Ane and a national flag was handed over to Pandharinath
Ambulkar, the leader of the batch.
On the next day news brought from Bhusawal that the whole batch of
volunteers had been arrested by the Jalgaon Police. A meeting was
called on the 7th June, but only about 2,000 persons attended. P. B.
Gole, who has returned after a Ions: absence, was in the chair. He said
P. C. Joglekar,
Government
who followed, said that a tit-far-tat policy should be followed in dealing
with Government. There was no enthusiasm at the meeting. Ane, who
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met the City Inspector, said it was perhaps as well that the volunteers
had been arrested at Jalgaon, as they would certainly have been beaten
at Dharasana.
*

*

*

Picketing of liquor shops goes on every evening in Akola city, very
few customers go there during picketing Hours.
The usual amount of touring in the district has been done by the
Akola leaders. On the 29th May, Ane spoke at a meeting of 600 persons
at Murtizapur, and again at Vasim on the 31st. He said the forest laws
are shortly (to be broken in Yeotmal.
Biyani attended a meeting at Karanja on the 1st June. He said forest
satyagraha would commence on the 1st July. He said that cows' and
pigs' fat was used in the manufacture of English cloth.
A few meetings were held in different places to congratulate Abhyankar and Joshi on their arrests.
So far the situation in Akola has been quite peaceful. The towns'
people are getting bored with meetings and it is only when outsiders
come that the speeches get at all wild. The picketing of liquor shops is
a farce. The long advertised batch of satyagrahis for Dharasana were
kept back until it was too late for them to be able to take part. There
is little anxiety to start forest satyagraha and the leaders have avoided
as much as possible all reference to it in their speeches.
(b) (j) Amraoti, 31-5-30.—W. G. Joshi was arrested at Badnera on the
31st May and his trial began the same day in Amraoti Jail. The trial of
M. V. Abhyankar of Nagpur who had been arrested in Nagpur began
the same day.
Agitation in the Morsi taluq continues at full pressure, and vile slanders
are heaped on Government at all meetings.
Daryapur reports speeches full o-f insults and abuse to Government
and Government servants by Govind Singh, Rafjput of Akot.
In the Chandur taluq Bannore Chaudhari and Bapat, Vakils, and
Mannalal Marwani continue to promote well-attended meetings ait which
Government is abused with the greatest freedom. Action is being taken
against these three agitators.
*

*

*

(v) Amraoti, 7-6-30.—Meetings of from 6,000 to 8,000 people including
up to 500 womiem, were held in Amraoti on the 30th and 31st May
and the 2nd June in connection with the (impending) arrest and conviction
of Jcshi and Abhyankar. On the 30th May an impressive procession of
5,000 persons' paraded the town and on the 31st the usual hartal was
observed. Drs. Patwardhan and Bhojraj, H. W. Deshpande, T. G. Joshi,
Nilkanth Deshmukh, and S. V. Gokhale, pleader, were prominent.
The meeting of the 30th May was convened by the Berar Provincial
Congress Committee, Nilkanth Rao Deshmukh of Virul (Wardha), presiding. The speakers were Dr. G. G. Bhojraj, Dattatraya Vinayak Tiwatne,
T. G. Joshi, Rambhao Shrouti of Arvi, S. V. Gokhale, pleader, and the
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president. D. V. Tiwatne, after senging a song detailing various atrocities
committed by Government at Peshawar, Sholapur and elsewhere, suggested wholesale social boycott of the Police and Military.
T. G. Joshi, advised the audience to follow in the footsteps of
Waman Rao Joshi, and appealed for volunteers who could stand lathi
charges to picket foreign cloth and liquor shops and break the forest laws.
It was the duty of every Kshatriya family to offer one man for sacrifice.
Rambhao Shrouti explained that the three essentials in warfare were
men, money and allies. Men they could have by enlisting volunteers as
every province was at present doing. There were two ways of acquiring
money: enrolment of Congress members, and saving of the 91 crores of
rupees now being drained out of the country, by resorting to the boycott
of foreign cloth. Allies, they could have by making friends with the
Muhammadans and winning over Government servants to their side.
The president in his closing speech said that the present Government
was not established by law but by the British, All laws should have mass
sanction behind them and then only they could be respected and obeyed.
It was Utterly impossible for these two lakhs of Englishmen to rule over
Indija. Mahatma Gandhi told them to give this Government jolts which
would endanger its existence. Non-payment of taxes was one of these
jolts. Exhorting, the Patels in Berar to resign their Paftelki, he said
that 1,867 Patels had resigned in Gujarat, and how very humiliating it was
for a Patch who was often a rich man, to have to submit to the will of
a police constable. Their present object was only to fill the jails. He
had witnessed the farcial trial of Waman Rao Joshi and others at (he
Amraoti jail. An Indian witness was deposing before an Indian
magistrate, while an Indian Public Prosecutor was conducting the case.
He saw only one Englishman in the room enjoying the fun of these
Indian slaves cutting the throats of their own countrymen.
f
The mee ing held on the 31st May in Jog square was presided over by
Dr. S. G. Patwardhan, D. V. Tiwatne and J. N. Kurhade of Amraoti
3ang songs describing the atrocities committed by Government and condemning Government servants. Dr. G. G. Bhojraj in thanking the audience
for the well organised and disciplined procession of the evening, expressed
a hope that such processions could now be taken through every nook
and corner of the city and even past the bungalows of bureaucrats in
Amraoti Camp to disturb the mental equilibrium of Sahibs. Concluding,
he urged the social boycott of Government servants.
H. W. Deshpande, Mrs. Parwatibai Patwardhan and the president all
advocated the social boycott of Government servants, the president
suggesting that nobody should marry in the families of Government
servants and that nobody should assist in carrying and burying their dead.
The meeting on the 2nd June was held in Jog square under the presidency of S. V. Gokhale, pleader. A resolution congratulating M. V.
Abhyankar, W. G. Joshi and Bhagwandin was passed unanimously.
The speeches broke no new ground. The sentences were described as
savage. Dr. Bhojraj suggesting that the first thing they had to do was to
boycott those who helped Government. The president said that the head
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of the Central Provinces Government had got hot and when the head
got hot intellect was lost. Czarism was ruined in the way. This was
a good omen.
On the 4tb June a meeting of about 6,000 persons gave a send-off to
seven volunteers who were to leave for Dharasana.
The attitude of the crowds at these meetings was somewhat excited.
Speeches in Morsi are becoming more violent. Rumours of proposed
prosecutions have induced the leaders to cease from addressing meetings
themselves, and they are now putting up boys to make objectionable
speeches everywhere. Punjab Rao Deshmukh, president of the District
Council, continues to go round making anti-Government speeches.
The usual agitation continues in the Chandur taluq and reports from
Daiyapur indicate that Bhagwan Singh and others continue to abuse
Government in foulest terms at frequent public meetings.
(e) (i) Bhandara, 2-6-30.—500 persons attended a meeting held at
Bhandara on the 29th May under the presidency of Nanaji Koti to
protest against the arrest of Abhyankar. Shendurnikar, who was the
chief speaker, said that the Government had lost its head and its end
was near. His appeal for volunteers and funds met with no response.
Similar meetings were held at Tumsar and Gondia. At all meetings
Government was criticised and abused. An extract from Bharat Men
Angrezi Raj was read out at the Gondia meeting.
The picketing of liquor shops at Gondia, Tumsar and Sihora has
resulted in a heavy decrease in sales. Salt was prepared in a public
meeting at Jam on the 22nd May and at Sihora on the 24th. At the
former meeting eight volunteers were enlisted.
200 persons attended a meeting at Andhargaon on the 28th May.
Fourteen volunteers were enlisted.
Other meetings were held at Mundhni Khurd, Nilaj Kalan and Khadni
Khurd, starion-house Tiroda, on the 23rd, 24th and 25th May, and at
Koka, Palora, Jambhora and Karde on the 25th and 26th, at which
volunteers were enlisted and the police abused. Local school masters
were among the speakers.
*

*

*

(ii) Bhandara, 6-6-30.—Hartal was observed at Tumsar on the arrest
of Abhyanker. On the 31st May, Gopi Patel, malguzar of Sihora, Dhaole,
a local land-holder and Wahni, an ex-teacher, addressed a meeting at
Sihora on civil disobedience.
(g) (i) Buldana, 31-5-30.—The usual independence speeches have been
delivered during the past week. The speakers have got tired of talking
^bou* salt and proscribed literature and the usual things now are abuse
of a Government which takes a varying number of crores of rupees away
from Tndia and advocacy of the boycott of liquor and foreign cloth shops,
the breaking of the forest laws (various dates between the 1st and 15th
Tulv a>-e suggested) and non-payment of land revenue. When meetings
have been held in outlying villages the audiences have been poor.

r
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Meetings were held a;t Malkapur, 24th May.—2,000 attended. President, Jankiram Seth. Speakers Oak of Akola and Dada Saheb Pandit of
Akola.
The meeting was> really held to talk about Govind Das' arrival at
Buldana jail. He was taken there without anybody knowing it.
Malkapur, 27:h May.—9,000 attended.
President Motilal Kela,
speakers Ane of Yeotmal and Daji Saheb Bedarkar of Akot.
It is reported that the audience liked Ane's speech and that it is probable that they will take his advice to break the forest rules.
*

*

*

Shegaon, 23rd May.—700 present. Speakers Shrikrishna Swami, Natha
Ram Marwari, Telhara, Korde, Laxman Deshmukh.
Jalgaon s;tation-house, three villages, 20th and 21st May.—Audiences
poor. Speakers Chanderbhan Kunbi, Vithu Darzi of Mahargoon.
Sunderlal Swami of village Pipalgaon Kale, Laxman Rao Deshmukh,
Aba Deshmukh, Baba Deshmukh of Shegaon.
Khamgaon, 23rd May.—1,500 present. President, Bhaktawarmal, Marwari of Khamgaon. Speakers, Krishna Rao Deshmukh of village Gadargaon, Achyut Rao Deshpande of Khamgaon, Paranjpe of Pachora, East
Khandesh.
Khamgaon, 25th May.—2,000 attended. President, Dr. Parasnis, Khamgaon. Speaker, Paranjpe of Pachora, East Khandesh, Korde.
A procession of about 600 volunteers had been taken round the town
before the meeting.
26th May—5$0Q present. President, Waman Rao Joshi of Amraoti.
Speakers Ane of Yeotmal, Daji Bedarkar of Akot, Pannalal Vyas, Korde.
29th May.—4,000 present. President Dr. Parasnis, Khamgaon.
Speakers, Appaji Tijare of Nagpur, Lilabai Oak of Akola, Mrs. Durgatai
Toshi of Akola, Brijlal Biyani of Akola.
A satya Shodak meeting was held on the 27th May at Jalamb by
Govinda Rupchand Patel of village Pipalgaon Kale. 300 persons
attended.
On the 22nd May an anonymous letter written in Marathi and signed
Vande Mataram was received in Lonar station-house. It had been posted
in Lonar. It says that swaraj must be given in eight days otherwise
bombs will be thrown. All Government servants must resign. It seems
to be the work of some local Kunbi youth.
(g) (ii) Buldana,, 7-6-30.—The usual meetings had been held during the
week and the main themes are abuse of Government, boycott, the breaking
of the Forest Act and non-payment of land revenue.
About a dozen meetings have been held in villages, but most of them
reported to have had little or no effect. Volunteers when called for are
not forthcoming. Korde and his national school teachers at Khamgaon
have been prominent.
Meetings in the larger towns were as follows: —
Shegaon lsi June.—President Bhikam Singh of Buldana. Speaker
Ane of Yeotmal, Shrikrishna Swami of Shegaon, Madho Shastri of
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Khamgaon, Krishnarao Deshmukh of village Gadargaon. 2,000 attended,
mainly Hindus.
The speeches were unrestrained and were appreciated. Shri Krishna
Swami complained that the movement was confined to big towns and
that Muhammadans were not joining in. Ane said he was starting his
forest satvagraha in Yeotmal.
Malkapur, 1st June.—6,000 present, including 200 women. Speakers
Mrs. Sushilabai Gandhi, wife of Maniram Gandhi, Suganchand Kapadia
of Akola, Oak of Akola, Narain Saoji of Malkapur. Mrs. Durgatai Joshi
of Akola.
The meeting was called to collect women volunteers for the picketing
campaign, l e n women have given in their names.
2nd June.—5,000 present, including 100 women. Speakers, Motilal
campaign. Ten women have given in their names.
Buldana, 2nd June.—300 attended. President, R. A. Kanitkar, pleader.
Speakers Bhikam Singh, Mohamed Husain.
The meeting was held for the same reason. Bhikam. Singh said there
would be a regular fight and that he was prepared to go to jail. Three
other pleaders attended.
Nandura, 2nd June.—2,000 attended. Speaker, Dr. Parasnis of Khamgaon. He made a long rambling speech full of the usual cat calls and
abuse of Government servants.
Nandura, 6th June.—Audience 4,000, including 300 women. Speakers,
Lilabai Oak of Akola, Mrs. Durgatai Joshi of Akola, Suganchand Jarparia,
Briilal Biyani of Akola.
*

*

*

Chikhli, 6th June.—400 present. Speakers Mahomed Ali Bohra of
Khamgaon, Parwar of the Rashtriya School, K<hiamgaon, Dr. Parasnis of
Khamgaon and Dattatraya Vishnu Deshpande of Chikhli.
Khamgaon, 31st May.—Audience 4,000. Speakers Dr. Parasnis, Pannalal Vyas and Korde.
They talked, apart from the usual stereotyped speeches, about the
arrests of Waman Rao Joshi and Abhyankar. A hartal was held on the
31st.
1st June.—Audience 3.000. President Dr. Parasnis, Speakers, Dr. Kale
of Khamgaon, Mahomed, Ali Bohra of Khamgaon, Dr. Godbole of
Khamgaon, Pannalal Vyas of Khamgaon and Korde.
The meeting was held to celebrate the hoisting of the national flag by
the Khamgaon municipality.
Picketing of foreign cloth shops was started at Khamgaon on the 1st
June. There are 25 volunteers including three females.
A large procession headed by Dr. Parasnis went out on the evening of
the 1st picketing of liquor shops started on the 2nd with eight male and
eight female volunteers.
m

.

*

*
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The Sub-Inspector reports that nine female volunteers were present for
the picketing o: liquor shops on the 6th June. The subsequent arrest
and conviction in the Bombay Presidency of the combined Berar and
Nagpur parties created a sensation and a hartal was observed on the
7th. Mahomedans and Kachhis did not join.
A large meeting was held in the evening.
Speakers Korde, Borwankar, Parwar of the Rashtriya School.
Khamgaon.
The usual Sunday procession was taken out on the 8th. It consisted
of about 1,000 people. Dr. Parasnis and Korde led it. Latter on a
meeting was held and the following spoke—Krishnarao Deshmukh ot
village Badargaon, Parwar of the Rashtriya School, Khamgaon and
Korde.
*

*

*

>

)

*

From the 1st June the Malkapur Congress Office has started issuing a
cyclostyled Congress Message daily for which they charge one pice. It
is edited by B. G. Chepe, Engineer, Raja Gokuldas Press, Malkapur.
It contains current national news.
(h) (i) Chanda. 24-5-30.—Picketing of liquor shops has continued in
Chanda throughout the week.
Jagdish and Govind Rao, Brahmins of Chanda, addressed meetings
in villages Pipri and Vithalwada of Dhaba station-house on the 11th and
12th May. The meetings were poorly attended and had no outward
effect.
Other members of the Chanda Congress Committee held meetings at
Chamorsi and Gadchiroli on the 12th and 14th May. Gandhi was
eulogised and the British condemned. About 200 persons attended.
Several volunteers attempted to hold meeting at Waroli and Ghatkur
(Dhaba area) on the 13th May, but the villagers refused to listen to
them. The volunteers distributed salt.
Yeshwant Rao and Ramchandra, Marwadis, delivered lectures in
villages Kohpara and Ambi on the 16th May. The people were urged
to break the salt laws and to enlist themselves as volunteers.
No volunteers were enlisted* but nine persons subscribed four annas
each.
On the 17th May, Chintaman Joshi lectured to a small and uninterested
audience at village Pathara, Bhandak station-house. He abused the
Government and eulogised Gandhi and other leaders. He prepared salt,
but only some of his own followers would buy it. He urged the boycott
of foreign cloth and Government servants.

On the 20th May, Vinoba Bhave of Wardha delivered two lectures in
Chanda. The first was addressed to a meeting of 110 women. The
second was attended by about 1,500 persons under the presidency of
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Khushal Chand, Bhave pleaded for unity and action. He said that the
British had reduced India to a -state of pe.iury, and asked the people to
boycott foreign cloth and liquor.
On the 21st May, Khushal Chand presided over a meeting of about
2,000 persons in Chanda. Several volunteers gave exaggerated accounts
of the success of their various tours in the interior. After a lot of hot
air, Khushal Chand read out a harmless passage from Bharat Men
Angrezi Raj. He asked the audience to repeat it after him, but only
volunteers did so. About 150 cyclostyled copies of the extract were sold
at one pice each.
(ii) Chanda, 5-6-30.—Meetings and processions have been held in
various places during the week, but from reports received, it would appear
that public interest is on the wane.
Picketing of liquor shops continues and has considerably affected sales.
Picketing of foreign cloth shops has also started. Dealers are asked to
stop selling foreign cloth and to permit the Congress seal to be placed on
existing stocks. The shops of those dealers who refuse to submit arc
picketed.
The manufacture of contraband salt has died a natural death and local
Congressmen are busy devising new schemes to maintain the interest of
the public.
(o) (i) S. B.t C. P., 4-6-30.—Five thousand persons attended a meeting
held at Nagpur on the 3rd June on receipt of the news of the conviction
of Abhyankar and Waman Rao Joshi under Section 124-A I. P. C , at
Amraoti. Punamchand Ranka presided and the speakers were Pandurang Sao, S. T. Dharmadhikari, G. D. Dhaole and Nilkanthrao Deshmukh.
Dharmadhikari said that it was the duty of every Indian to disseminate
sedition and, in appealing to Government servants to resign their posts
and join the Congress,, Abhyankar had only done what was natiural in
any country dominated by a foreign Government. Actually the Government of the country was being carried on by Indians from the humblest
peon to the Home Member. Even the army and the police were Indian.
It was therefore clear that Indians could equally well carry on their own
Government. All that was necessary was a change of mentality. It was
the sacred duty of every one to induce Government servants to resign.
Abhyankar had been tried and convicted by an Indian Magistrate. This
showed that he had been unsuccessful in his efforts. Had he been
successful he would have converted the Magistrate, the public prosecutor
and the police reporters. The word seditionist usually meant a traitor,
but in India it denoted a patriot. G. D Dhaole also said that there
could be no offence of sedition against a Government which was ita itself
illegal. It was unfortunate that they were at present unable forcibly to
liberate their leaders from the jails as had been done during the French
and Irish revolutions. AH the speakers emphasised the importance of
carrying on the struggle in spite of the arrests of their leaders, especially
as regards the boycott of foreign cloth, and condemned the two new
Ordinances promulgated by the Viceroy. G. D. Dhaole said that the
Ordinances must be disobeyed and that the villagers throughout the
A-115—60-A.
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country would readily join in a no tax campaign. The proceedings had
been opened with a song by Abhimanyu condemning Indian Government
servants, and all the speeches contained objectionable references to
Government servants, without whose assistance the leaders could never
have been convicted, those of Dhaole and Dharmadhikari being particularly bitter towards the police. During Dhaole's speech the reporters
present were jeered at and one of them was hit by a small stone.
(ii) Nagpur, 6-6-30. Abhyankar's arrest led to more intensive picketing of cloth shops for a day or two, but this was subsequently relaxed.
It has ceased in the Sadar. Anti-Government feeling is on the increase
and the police are insulted and jeered at in the city.
On the 4th June there was a small procession and a meeting of 3,000
persons to celebrate the anniversarv of Awari's conviction.
Abhyankar's arrest was celebrated by hartals and meetings all over ihe
district.
In the interior, peaceful picketing continues in Ramtek and Umred,
but has ceased in Narkhed. In Umred, Dekate has cut down some 20
more toddy trees, and has preaching boycott of Government servants
and picketing of police quarters.
In Ramtek S. S. Penke of Wardha continues to make anti-police
speeches. He carries little weight, however, and is disowned by the
Congress Committee.
In Saoner Circle Tulsiram Lodhi has been touring and enlisting
volunteers for the forthcoming breaking of forest laws.
Narkher reports the formation of a local Congress Committee.
(iii) S. B., C. P., 13-6-30.—On the evening of the 5th June, a party of
17 volunteers under V. G. Sahasrabudhe of the Tilak Vidyalaya left
Nagpur for Dharasana. They were publicly jrarlanded at a meeting of
about 2,000 persons and were given a send-off at the station by a more
or less orderly crowd. The party was joined on the way by a similar
batch from Akola and all were arrested by the Bombay Presidency Police
at Bhusawal and convicted and sentenced at Jalgaon as members of
unlawful assembly to varying terms of imprisonment. These arrests
ceased in the Sadar and is relaxed in the city where volunteers no longer
protest meeting at Nagpur on the 6th.
(iv) S. B., C. P., 13-6-30.—On the 6th June, a private meeting of the
Responsivists was held at Nagpur under the presidency of Dr. Cholkar.
A resolution to join hands with the Congress party met with some opposition, but was eventually passed by a majority.
(v) Nagpur, 12-6-30.—The city remains quiet and the temporary excitement created by Abhyankar's arrest has died down. Picketing has
ceased in the Sadar and is relaxed in the city where volunteers no longer
lie down before customers. Attendance at public meeting is dwindling
from day to day. Punamchand is making strenuous efforts to get merchants
to seal up their stores of foreign cloth with the Congress Seal. If successful he will take off the picketing and will start picketing; liquor shop.
Punamchand has been elected president of the War Council vice
Abhyankar and Nilkanthrao (Baba Saheb) Deshrm'kh, secretary vice
Punamchand. Appaji Gandhi of the Tilak Vidyalaya has been appointed
A-115—60-B.
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commander of volunteers vice Sahasrabudhe convicted at Bhusawal and
M. P. Jog, assistant commander.
200 persons attended a joint meeting of the Youhg Boys' War Council
and the Nagar Congress Committee called on the 6th June to congratulate
the volunteers arrested at Bhusawal. A boy of ten read out a passage
from Bharat Men Angrezi Raj.
At a meeting of the Central Provinces and Berar Depressed Classes
War Council on the 7th June under the presidentship of G. A. Ogle,
resolutions were passed congratulating Abhyankar and the batch of
volunteers for Dharasana on their arrest. About 300 persons attended.
The same evening another meeting of the Youhg Boys' War Council look
place. 300 attended. A meeting of the Nagar Congress Committee on
the 10th June attracted only 500 persons.
1
R. S. Ruikar arrived in Nagpur on the 11th June after the release from
jail.
In the dehat picketing of liquor shops continues in Ramtek and Umred
that of cloth shops has started in Saoner and Katol. Dekate of Umred
has cut down sindi trees at Kuhi, 18 in Umred and 25 in Bhiwapur,
apparently with the permission of the owners. The trees are reported
to have been useless. Dekate is preaching boycott of Government
officials and in a speech on the 5th June made offensive reference to the
Tahsildar and police.
In Ramtek Pendke is also preaching social boycott but without effect.
On the 18th June, Tulsiram Lodhi brought 14 volunteers from Saoner
into Nagpur to go to Dharasana, but the Congress Committee sent them
back. Tulsiram is reported to have stated that shopkeepers, who supply
goods to customers clad in foreign caps will be fined Re. 0-1-3 per
customer.
There were many other meetings in other places, at which disobedience
of the forest laws was preached.
(t) (<i) Ward ha. 31 -5-30.—Anti-Government
propaganda
continued
during the week, 20 meetings being held in different places, 12 were in the
Arvi tahsil, five in Wardiha and three in Hinganghat. Two of these
meetings (one at Wardha and the other at Arvi) were attended only by
women. Baba Saheb Nilkanthrao Deshmukh of Virul and Shridhar
Rao Thatte of the Wardha Ashram, with his wife Malati Bai, visited
Hinganghat, Arvi and Pulgaon where they delivered anti-Government
speeches. Ganapat Rao Tikekar of Nagpur, Ratanla.1 Kale of Amraoti
and pleader Karandikar of Wun, district Yeotmal, also spoke against
Government in several meetings. The daily flag processions in Wardha
town were attended by 50 to 100 persons, Government servants, especially
the police, came in for criticism, and at some of the meetings efforts
were made to embarrass the police reporters. The manufacture of salt
took place for the last time at village Wardha Miniari, in the Arvi tahsil,
on the 22nd May, and has now given place to the reading of proscribed,
literature. While mild attempts to picket liquor shops have been made
1

R. S. Ruikar a Wat freedom ftighter and labour leader cf Nagpur. Later he
b oomevics president of the Forward Bloc,
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at some places, the main programme now seems to be intensive picketing of foreign cloth shops. It appears that the idea is to continue this
picketing and at the same time to organise volunteers to break the forest
laws. Both in Hinganghat and Arvi there has been talk of sending
volunteers to Bombay. Wardha town observed hartal on the 23rd May
on account of the arrest of Mrs. Naidu. On the 29th May, when the
arrest of Abhyankar became known, the shops were again closed. The
national flag was hoisted on the municipal office, Pulgaon, by Baba
Saheb Nilkanthrao Deshmukh of Virul in the presence of about 200
persons.
In a meeting attended by about 700 persons at Arvi on the 21st May,
the following persons read out proscribed literature: —
Dr. Moreshwar Ganesh Apte of Arvi, Rambhao Gopal Rao Sharote
and Para shram Vinayak Thatte, pleader of Arvi.
A meeting attended by about 800 persons was held at Wardha on the
evening of the 29th May, in connection with Abhyankar's arrest. Sheoraj occupied the chair. Anti-Government speeches were delivered by
Karandikar, pleader of Wun, Yeotmal, Ramchandra of the Wardha
Ashram, pleaded Manohar Pant Deshpande of Wardha, Ratanlal Kale of
Amraoti and Sheoraj Chudiwalia, president, Wardha Taluq Congress Committee. About 50 foreign caps were burnt.
(ii) Wardha, 9-5-30.—Agitation continued throughout the week and
local Responsivistis have now decided to join hands with the Congress.
It would seem that many persons who do not actively take part in the
agitation are still in favour of it though unwilling, from personal considerations, to declare themselves. There bias again been talk of
satyagraha against the forest laws and local agitators are now concentrating on this with a view to maintaining public interest in Civil Disobedience Movement. The people are told that the Congress has so far won
two victories, in the breach of salt laws and the public reading of proscribed literature, while the persistent abuse of Government and Government servants seems to be taking effect. There have been instances of
sons and daughters of subordinate officials joining as volunteers.
The picketing of foreign cloth and liquor shops continues and has
been successful at Wardha and Arvi. Several shopkeepers in Wardha
have consented to keep their stocks of foreign cloth in sealed boxes for
six months while at Arvi the merchants have resolved to punish defaulters
with fines and social boycott. Tailors in Wardha have decided not to
touch foreign cloth.
16 meetings were held at variouisi places in the district. At a meeting
at Hinganghat, proscribed literature was read out and Ghatwai delivered
an objectionable speech in which he asked the Tahsildar and SubInspector present to resign their posts. The other meetings were mainly
in connection with the arrests and convictions of Abhyankar and Waman
Rao Joshi. In the Wardha meeting on the 3rd June, Ramchandra openly
declared that those who helped Government should be killed, and an
effigy of a European was burnt. Sitaram Pant Agarkar of Katol, district
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Nagpur, abused Indian Government servants. Government servants,
especially the police, came in for criticism in eight other meetings.
Arvi, Pulgaon and Hinganghat observed hartal on account of Abhyankar's arrest
Five volunteers from Wardha joined the Nagpur party for Dharasana
and were arrested at Bhusawai. A meeting was held at Wardha on the
7th June to congratulate them.
The following outsiders lectured in the district during the week—
Swami Vimalanand of h/Uichpur, R. V. Karandikar, pleader of Wun,
Swami Joshi of Chandur Railway, Amraoti district and RajDhan alias
Vithoba of Nagpur.
Anonymous typewritten letters have been circulated to the Deputy
Commissioner, the District Superintendent of Police, the Public Prosecutor and several merchants in Wardha town, threatening them with death
if they do not assist the national movement. Investigation was taken up
and the author found to be a temporary clerk in the Deputy Commissioner's office.
*

*

*

(u) (i) Yeotmal, 31-5-30.—V. R. Gondhalekar, a clerk in the Deputy
Commissioner's office with twelve years' service has resigned on the plea
of the present Government being unsatisfactory, and has since been
moving about spreading Congress propaganda in the district.
Parties of volunteers from Yeotmal under the leadership of Dr. Ambadas
Rambhau Joshi and Gondhalekar have visited the following places during
the week to prepare the people for satyagraha against the forest laws,
which is to begin from the 10th June—Darwha and Pusad 22nd and 23rd
May, Wadgaon 21st May, Ner and 22nd May, Pasodi, station-house.
Babuigaon 27th May.
A small procession of volunteers with black flags was taken out at
Yeotmal by Ambadas and Bachchu Maharaj on the 24th May on receipt
of news of Mrs. Naidu's arrest and a meeting of about 2,000 persons was
held m the evening under the presidency of B. H. Jatkar. Gondhalekar was congratulated on his resignation, and the usual speeches condemning Government made by the following: —
Dr. Tambe of Yeotmal, M. P. Kolhe, Pleader of Yeotmal, V. R:
Gondhalekar, ex-clerk, Ambadas, compounder of Yeotmal, Bachchu
Maharaj alias Shiv Pershad of Yeotmal, G. N. Kothekar, Pleader and

D. K. Kane.
A. R. Tijare and his party of volunteers from the Nagpur Tilak
Vidyalaya staged their dramatic and lathi performances at Pusad on 22nd
May and collected Rs. 300 in gate money. At the end of the show
Tijare made a highly inflammatory speech amounting almost to open
incitement to violence. Action against him under Section 108, C. P. C.f
is under consideration.
Vithalrao Kitkole of Wun, one of party of volunteers who visited
Pusad on the 23rd May, made an objectionable speech in which he incited
the people to defy the law and referred boastfully to the burning alive
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at Sholapur of policemen who had attempted to obstruct the pi ogress of
the Civil Disobedience Movement. He is of no lniponance, howevu,
and not worth proceeding against.
(n) Yeoimm, 4-6-jfO.—r>njiai uiyani, the new Berar War Secretary,
Dr. Patwardnan, Mrs. Premala Bai Oak and Miss l^iia Bai Oak arrived
at Yeotmal from Amraoti on the 3rd June and addressed a meeting oi
about 8,000 persons die same evening under the presidency of M. S. Ane,
Some of the speeches were distinctly objectionaole and notes have been
sent to the Deputy Commissioner. Mrs. Premala Bai Oak said that
civil disobedience, ihe breaking of laws and refusal to pay taxes would
bring Government to bankruptcy. All Indian Government servants would
have to resign and the Briush would be forced to leave the country.
Miss Lila Bai Oak described the cruelty and brute torce with vvhicn
Government dealt with non-violent satyagrahis.
Dr. Patwardhan, who followed, assured the audience that swaraj could
not be won by non-violence, and that sooner or later the Government
woul dhave to be overthrown by force. He referred to Dadabhoy's (!)
statement that the handful of Englishmen ruling India could be easily
drowned in the expectoration of 3u crores of Indians and alter a gibe at
the Government reporters present, told the Government that if it was
not presumed to give Swaraj, it must clear out of India.
The last speaker, Biyani
Bania determined lo
destroy the Dureacracy of a Bania Government. After referring to the
starvation and poverty which 150 years of British rule had brougnt about
in India he said he did not want Swaraj from their hands, even if India
was made a land of gold. He likened Government to a tree which
must not be cut down, but deprived of water. He did not approve ol 32
crores of Indians taking up swords against two lakhs of Englishmen, but
declared that if all Indian Governmfemt servants resigned. Swaraj wouid
be won in three days. He congratulated the district on leading the campaign against the forest laws, but concluded hii,s speech with the rather
tame remark that the English could remain in India as brothers, though
rulers
the meeting M
disobedience of the forest laws announcing that Yeotmal was to be th
centre for Berar.
(iii) Yeotmal, 7-6-30.—As president of the Berar War Council M. S.
Aiie on the 4th June, formally opened a room in the Dharamshala at
Yeotmal as his war office and hoisted the national flag over the building
in the presence of about 400 persons.
After the ceremony Ane and Bachchu Maharaj made speeches in
honour of the five volunteers who were to leave with the Berar batch for
Dharasana, describing the violence with which the Government was dealing with the salt raiders and exhorting the volunteers to remain strictly
non-violent
A working committee to organise satyagraha against the forest laws
was formed at Yeotmal on the 3rd June. M. S. Ane is president and
Dr. Tambe, secretary.
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Pandarkauda and Darwha station-houses report propaganda for the
breaking of lorest laws. S. T. Duahane, schoolmaster of village SangamSaongi, station-house Babulgaon, and others held meeting at Pandharkauda
on the 27th May, Pahpal on the 29th, Parwa on the 31st, and Irangaon
on the 1st June. The attendance varied from 75 to 500 persons. Dudhane
made the usual anti-Government speeches, and at the first two places,
resolutions were passed condemning Government repressive policy,
sympathizing with Gandhi and other arrested leaders, to break the forest
laws, to help the Civil Disobedience Movement, and to boycott foreign
cloth. At the other places the meetings aroused little or no enthusiasm.
About Rs. 150 were collected at Pandarkauda and Pahpal.
*

*

*

The following meetings were held in the Pusad tahsil during the week : —
Mulawa. station-house Umarkhed, 26th May. President, Atmaram
Shastri. Speaker : Baliram Ekbote. Ekbote urged disobedience of the
forest laws and announced his intention making a tour in the district.
Umarkhed, 26th May. President, Das Bhut, Speaker:—Kitkule, who
spoke on the same subject, said he expected to be arrested soon.
Umarkhed, 27th May. President, Ganpat Shastri. Speaker V. R.
Kitkule of Wun. An abusive anti-British speech in which boycott of all
Government servants was urged. Volunteers for forest satyagraha were
promised by Baliram Ekbote.
*

*

*
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194 Congress agitation throughout the Province has continued on
the same lines as during the previous week, but there are again signs of
waning public interest in several areas. On every district the speakers
have been particularly abusive towards Government servants, the police
being the special target for their attacks.
In Nagpur city, the intensified boycott of foreign cloth has resulted
in the majority of Hindu shopkeepers signing agreements not to sell
foreign cloth for one year. Muhammadan shopkeepers at first attempted
to resist, but it is now understood that most of them are giving up the
struggle. The Congress volunteers are busy sealing up existing stocks,
and it is hoped to complete this work by the 22nd June, after which
such shopkeepers are refuse to agree to the Congress conditions are to
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be prevented from selling any cloth whatsoever, and the picketing of
Uquor shops is to be taken up. Only 2,000 persons attended the one
Congress meeting held during the week.
A private meeting of Responsivists held in Dr. Munje's house on the
14th June decided tnat the party should indentify itself with the Congress
and that Responsivist members of the Legislatures should resign their
seats by the end of the month. Dr. Munje himself was opposed to ths
resolution of Designation, but was overruled by the younger members. It
is possible that this move is merely a gesture with an eye to the coming
general elections : if genuine, however, it may lead to increased agitation locally.
The picketing of foreign oloth shops continues in the interior of the
C. P. Marathi province, and several more merchants have yielded. In
the Wardha district, the picketing of liquor shops has ceased for the
time being. A few more toddy palms have been felled, but several of the
malguzars approached, refused to permit their trees to be destroyed.
N. M. Ghatwai, who has now resigned the presidency of the Hinganghai
Taluka Congress Committee owing to ill-health, has made highly objectionable speeches in the Wardha and Chanda districts.
M. S. Ane"s forest satyagraha campaign is being organised on a regular
war-footing in the Yeotmal district, and working committee and a war
cabinet have been formed. Petty differences, however, have arisen
amongst the volunteers and the date has again been postponed. AntiGovernment propaganda is being spread systematically in the interior
throughout Berar, but except in the Amraoti district, the villagers appear
to be losing interest. Another quiet week is reported from Akola City.
POLITICAL, POLITICO-RELIGIOUS AND RACIAL MOVEMENTS

195. (b) Akola, 16-6-30.—The week was very quiet in Akola. Only
one meeting was held in the town, at which the audience numbered less
than 2,000 persons and the speeches were harmless. Picketing of liquor
in Akola has been carried on in the evenings, the women being
on duty from 6 p.m.. to 7-30 p.m. and male volunteers from then till
9 p.m. Picketing of cloth shops was started at the close of the week at
certain shops which had refused to obey Congress orders.
Political activity in the interior is not very pronounced.

Buldana, 11-6-30.—Audience 400 pleaders and their clerks and
Hindus. President, Pimprekar. Speaker: D. L. Kanade Shastri. He
said that he had received word from Ane that he must enlist 500 volunteers and collect Rs. 10,000 by the 1st July. He referred to the Simon
Commission's report and said it was obviously going to give something
to the depressed classes and to Muhammadans.
Picketing of liquor shops started in Nandura on the 11th June. Motor
drivers and agents are taking a prominent part.
In Malkapur it has been going on for a week but the liquor contractor
says they will soon get tired of it.
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Khamg
June, mamly because the Hindu foreign cloth sellers have allowed the
volunteers to seal their foreign cloth and have promised not to sell any.
They are not to be picketed for six weeks. As two Hindus did not
sign the convention, their shops were picketed from the 12th June. Ail
Muhammadan and Kachhi shops are open. The picketing of liquor
shops goes on daily.
Seven volunteers for Dharasana salt satyagraha were arrested at
Bhusawal and convicted at Jalgaon, East Khandesh, on the 6th June.
They include Parshottam Zunzunwala and Patki of the Khamgaon
National School. Both were awarded six months' R. i.
(g) (i) Chanda, 12-6-30.—Khushal Chand, Mahaidar,
Ghaftwai of
Hinganghai and V. G. Sahasrabudhe of Nagpur were the chief figures at
a meeting held at Warora on the 28th May. Mahaidar rebuked some of
the audience for wearing foreign cloth. Ghatwai made a particularly
objectionable speech. He said that the mdian Government was the most
dishonest Government in the world, Ghatwaji then read a passage from
Bharat Men Angrezi Raj. Sahasrabudhe urged the audience to humiliate
aad kick policemen and thereby win them over. Khushal Chand and
Hiralal also spoke.
On the 29th May, a procession of 500 persons was taken out in
Warora and the national flag was hoisted over the municipal office.
Khushal Chand presided over a meeting of about 1,000 persons held
dn Chanda on the 30th May to congratulate Abhyankar on his arrest.
Govind Rao moved the resolution and said that repression had started
in the Central Provinces at last, and would begin in Chanda soon. He
regretted the lack of support from the local intelligentsia, and appealed
to them to join the movement. Maheshdas said that the Government
was insincere and deceitful. He negretted the fact that Moonje and
the Chanda M.L.C. had not resigned their seats in the Legislature.
Khushal Chand also spoke. Three persons responded to an appeal for
volunteers for Dharasana and 36 others, including one woman, volunteered
for picketing duty in Chanda.
Hartal was observed in Warora on the 30th May to mark Abhayankar's
arrest. A meeting was held in the evening when Sahasrabudhe and
Chunilal of Warora spoke. Their speeches were mild.
Fadnavis, Honorary Magistrate, Second Class, presided over a meeting
in Mul on the 31st May. Dr. Shankar Rao of Chanda spoke (really
against his will), but beyond a mild criticism of Government said
nothing objectionable. Fadnavia was cautious in his remarks but the
support he has given to the Civil Disobedience Movement, both secretly
and openly, is most objectionable.
Rajaram Bhao Dangre and Wasudeo Shaligram, volunteers of Nagpur,
visited Bhisi on the 2nd June and addressed a meeting of about 350
persons. They abused Government and the police and urged the latter
to come over to their side, appealing to the people to boycott the police
until they abandoned service. The same two persons visited Chimur on
the 3rd June, but the meeting held was noil a great success.
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Three volunteers for Dharasana were despatched from Chanda on the
5th June with much pomp and show. They joined the Nagpur batch
which was subsequently arrested at Bhusawal.
The Pleaders' Party held a meeting in Chanda on the 5th June. About
2,000 people attended. Balwantrao Deshmukh made his first public
appearance in support of the Civil Disobedience Movement. His speech
was very mild indeed, and it is said that he has only come forward
now because his wife urged him to do so.
About 5,000 persons attended a meeting in Chanda on the 7th June,
primarily to congratulate the three Dharasana volunteers from Chanda on
their arrest. Ardeshwar Vithalrao, Govindrao Ganpatrao, Mahesh Das
and Khushalchand were the speakers. 31 volunteers, including two
boys of 8 and 10, respectively, were enlisted.
Picketing of liquor shops and foreign cloth shops in Chanda and
Warora continued during the week. Most of the cloth merchants of
both places have been induced, generally against their will, to permit the
Congress seal being placed on all bundles of foreign cloth in stock. This
is supposed to obviate the necessity of picketing.
Meetings were also held at Rajoli (Mul) and Ballarshah.
(ii) Chanda, 16-6-30.—The week was quiet in Chanda. Picketing of
liquor and foreign cloth shops continues.
R. V. Dongre of Nagpur, who in 1920 resigned his post as local auditor
in the Accountant General's office, and Wasudeo, volunteer of Nagpur,
visited Nagbhir and Sindewahi station-house circles during the week. At
Nagbhir, Dongre addressed a meeting of about 400 persons. He abused
the English and said that British rule had made India poor and that the
imporlalion of foreign cloth had deprived Koshtis and others of their
means of livelihood. He reminded policemen that if they died in the
service of the present Government, no one would support their families.
He appealed to his audience not to be afraid of Britishers, to unite and
fight for the common cause.
(m) <i) Nagpur, 20-6 30.—About 1,000 persons attended a public
meeting called on the 12th June, by the G. I. P. Railwaymen's Union to
congratulate Ruikar on his release from jail.
Picketing of cloth shops in the city continued throughout the week.
The paucity of volunteers is indicated by the fact that some 25 volunteers
have been called in to assist from Arvi, Bhiwapur, Narkher, Akola,
Wardha and Chanda.
In this connection a public meeting was called by the Nagar Congress
Committee on the 17th June. About 2,000 persons attended. The
object of the meeting was to appeal to foreign cloth merchants to give
up selling foreign cloth, and tie their goods up under seal. This was the
only meeting in the city in connection with Civil Disobedience Movement.
In the interior picketing of cloth or liquor shops continues in Saoner,
Ramtek, Umred and Katol and has started in Kondhali and Bela.
There have been daily meetings in Umred a which attendance varied
from 500 to 2,000 persons to prepare the way for the boycott of the
forest auctions held there on the 16th. The boycott was successful as
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only one of the three advertised coups was auctioned, and that for a
low price.
ihe more important of the many other meetings were :—
*

*

*

12th June, Khapa.—Attendance 4U0. Speakers: Tikekar, liaba
Saneo Desnmukh ana riarkare. ii volunteers enlisted.
Utn June, Ramtek—Attendance 700. Speakers: Punamchand and
Oeshmukh.
13th June, Narkhed.—Attendance 1,000. Speakers : Desnmukh and
G. D. Dhaole.
15th June, Kondhali.—Attendance 2,000. Speaker : Dhaole.
(s) Wardha, 14-6-30.—Local Congress committees continue their propaganda. Daily flag processions of about 50 men are taken out m
vVardha, Arvi and Hinganghat. Eight meetings were held in Arvi tahsil
and six in Hinganghat during the week. The only meetmg in Wardha
was an informal discussion between the local Congressmen and Responsivists to chalk out a common programme. The Responsivists seem to
be out for their own advantage and are unwilling to make any sacrifice
worth the name.
N. M. Ghatwai has resigned the presidentship of the Hinganghat Taluka
Congress Committee owing to ill-health. His place has been taken by
W. D. Chepe. Ghatwai delivered a very objectionable speech on the
7th June, which is at present under examination.
In four meetings Government servants were criticised and their boycott
urged. Proscribed literature was read out at Girad by Narayan Baliram
Senad. a local of no importance.
Picketing of liquor and toddy shops has stopped for the time being
only two villages reported mild attempts at such picketing. The Hinganghat Congress Committee failed to influence the sale of foreign cloth, but
Wardha, Pulgaon and Arvi agitators were fairly successful. As a result
of the pledges given by Arvi shopkeepers, picketing has stopped there.
On the whole the volunteers have been peaceful.
Volunteers from Wardha Ashram felled 136 toddy palms in villages
Pimpalgaon and Garegaon of Wadner station-house. Other malguzars were
also approached, but refused to permit felling.
The following outsiders delivered speeohes in the district: A. R. Tijare
of Nagpur at Arvi and Ashti, Banwarilal of Cawnpore at Pulgaon,
Hari Bhau Joshi of Sendurjana, Amraoti district, at Karanja.
(t) Yeotmdl, 15-6-30.—Three of the volunteers who left for Dharasana
on the 5th June, were sentenced at Jalgaon to six months' R. I. and fines
of Rs„ 50, and one to six month's R. I. as members of an unlawful
assembly.
The forest satyagraha campaign is being organised on a regular war
footing, and the following working committee has been formed: —
President.- M. S. Ane, Vice-Presidents—Dr. B. M. Tembe of Yeotmal.
and Sheo Pershad alias Bachchu of Yeotmal, Secretaries.—Dattopant
Date of Yeotmal. Rambhao Joshi of Yeotmal, Treasurer.—Bhimrao
Hanmant Jatkar, pleader.
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There arc nine members. The following form the war cabinet:
Dr. B. M. Tembe, Shieo Pershad Bachchu and Rambhao Joshi.
Mrs. Damle, wife of pleader Damle, will train women volunteers as
nurses, while Dr. B. M. iembe has issued a notice asking both men and
women to join the Orange Swastic Ambulance Association to attend to
the wounded.
On the 5th June a party of volunteers paraded the town carrying
Gandhi's portrait. Bapat, pleader reminded those present that this was
the date of Gandhi's arrest.
On the 11th June T. S. Bapat, Vithal Laxman Kitkule and Sheoramat
a private meeting of volunteers, explained to them their duties as
satyagrahis. Nearly 25 to 30 volunteers generally assemble at the war
ofhce to salute the national hag. Several volunteers have resigned owing
to petty differences.
On tne 7th June a procession of 150 women marched through the town,
and a meeting of women was held to congratulate the Dharasana volunteers arrested at Jtshusawal. Mrs. Anandibai Damle was the chiet speaker.
ADout l,5u(J persons attended a public meeting he id under the presidency
of M. S. Ane for the same purpose, at which Dr. Tern be, Ambadas ana
Kothekar pleader made the usual anti-Government speeches. Kothekar
was especially abusive against the police.
Mrs. Premiabai Oak, Mrs. Durgatai Joshi and Brijlal Biyani of Akola,
addressed a public meeting at Umerklied on the 31st May. Mrs. Oak
and Mrs. Josin urged women to join the movement, and the latter described some alleged atrocities committed by the police on peacelul
satyagrahis.
Biyani was somewhat less cautious than usual. "If we possessed
arms then we would see who would win". All trade with Britain should
be stopped, and no taxes paid. Government would go bankrupt and
Indian Government servants would get no pay and resign. He asked
Muhammadans to join the movement. He expected to be arrested when
forest satyagraha was begun.
Ganpat Joshi, Baba Bedkar and Baliram Ekbote were prominent in a
public meeting held at Umerkhed on the 2nd June to burn foreign cloth.
Anti-Government propaganda is being spread systematically in the
villages, but does not at present appear to be taking much effect.
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city and Sitabuldi Police Lines on the 22nd June. Copies were similarly
distributed in the Town and Reserve Police Lines at Wardha on the 22nd,
in the Reserve Lines at Chanda on the 23rd.
At a students' meeting convened at Nagpur on the 22nd June, various
speakers appealed to all students to leave their schools and colleges for
one year and work whole-heartedly under the banner of Congress. A
mass procession organised by Itwari merchants, assisted by the local
Congress committee; on Amavasya day (the 26th June), when all shops
are usually closed in Nagpur, to advertise the Civil Disobedience Movement and to protest against the alleged atrocities of Government, was a
distinct success. Beginning about 8,000 strong it had swelled to nearly
12,000 when it eventually terminated with a public meeting at the Chitnavis
Park. Picketing liquor shpos in Nagpur is to begin from the 29th June.
The local was council has served liquor shopkeepers v/ith a notice
asking them to close their shops voluntarily by that date.
Picketing ol foreign cloth shops proceeds in the interior of the C. P.
Marathi Province, and in the Wardha district has resulted in almost all
shopkeepers in Wardha, Arvi, Hinganghat and Pulgaon agreement to the
Congress conditions. It is now intended to start picketing of liquor shops
and a few volunteers have been sent to Nagpur for training. Two thous?.nd more toddy palms have been feW.ed in the Hirgarghat tahsil by
volunteers from the Nagpur and the Wardha Ashram. Picketing of both
foreign cloth and liquor shops has been intensified in the Bhandara
district. Local agitators continue their abuse of Government and the
poiice at all public meetings.
*

*

*

In the Yeotmal district, M. S. Ane is vigorously continuing his preparations for forest satyagraha, and has addressed well-attended meetings in
Amraoti and Akola. M. S. Ane himself is to lead the first batch of
satyagrahis, who will begin operations at a place five miles from Pusad
on the 10th July, and it is rumoured that a second batch is to join them
on the 17th under the leadership of Dr. Munje. Nearly 40 meetings
have been held by the Yeotmal satyagraha committee in villages of the
Pusad taiuq.
There has however, been a certain amount of counter
propaganda on the part of local Muhammadans, especially in Umarkhed
where at a meeting attended by Muhammadans and non-Brahmans on
the 13th June, speakers from both communities, condemned the Brahmans
as traitors and heartily denounced Ane's campaign. Agitation in the
Amraoti district continues to be intense. Picketing of cloth and liquor
shops, and violent abuse of the police are the special features. An
impressive procession of some 16,000 people proceeding in silence
celebrated the conviction of H. W. Deshpande, a member of the Berar
War Council, who has been sentenced to one year's simple imprisonment
under sections 124-A and 108, I.P.C. The situation is the same in the
Morsi and Chandur taluqs, but the speakers are now chiefly schoolboys,
who abuse Government freely, while the local leaders remain in the
background. There has been a sudden increase in the number of
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village meetings in the Ellichpur taluq. Picketing of liquor shops goes
on vigorously in Akola town, but that of cloth shops has now ceased
since all shopkeepers have signed agreements to sell no more foreign
cloth.
POLITICAL, POLITTCO-RELIGIOUS AND RACIAL MOVEMENTS

202. (a) (i) S. B. C. P., 23-6-30.—Copies of the Congress Working
Committee's resolution appealing to police and troops to strive for
the freedom of their country and to treat satyagrahis as their own
brethren and not as enemies, were distributed by volunteers in the
Nagpur city and Sitabuldi Police Lines on the 22nd June. Three
volunteers entered the Police Lines at Takli, but were turned out by the
Reserve Inspector and all copies in their possession seized. A few
copies were distributed by Juvenile Volunteers in the Sadar Bazaar at
Kamptee the same day, and in the Sitabuldii weekly bazaar on the 23rd.
Copies have also appeared in Saoner, Khapa, Patansaongi, Katol, Narkhed,
Killod and Ramtek.
Copies were similarly distributed in the City and Reserve Police Lines
at Wardha by Tejram, secretary of the District Congress Committee, and
two others. Tejram stated that copies had also been sent to Hinganghat
and Arvi .Reports from other districts are awaited.
On the 22nd June, about 400 students attended a meeting convened at
Dhantoli, Nagpur, under the presidency of P. K. Salwe, pleader. Salwe,
who described schools and colleges as nurseries of slaves, Kripa Shankar
Niyogi and T. N. Deshmukh of the Nagpur Youth League, Janak Ramdas,
a student of the Morris College, and one or two others made speeches
enlarging on the futility of a college education and calling upon all
students to leave their schools and colleges for one year and work wholeheartedly under the banner of the Congress. M. J. Kanitkar who himself
had left college during the Non-co-operation Movement, while staying that
the present campaign demanded every possible sacrifice, warned his
audience of the possible consequences of their action, ,and advised them
to think the matter over carefuly before deciding.
Resolut'ons were
passed to wear khaddar in schools and colleges to manufacture khadi,
and to boycott foreign cloth. It is understood that a three days' hartal
may be observed when the schools and colleges open.
About 70 Indian Christians met in the Church at Nagpur on the 21st
June to offer prayers for the success of the Civil Disobedience Movement.
Salwe, Nilkanthrao Deshmukh and G. D. Dhaole were also present and
made their usual speeches when the prayers were over. Most of the
people present, however, did not wait to hear them.
A spinning competition was held in the Town Hall at Nagpur on the
morning of the 22nd June, 225 persons competed. A procession, two
thousand strong, paraded the city during the evening and ended with a
public meeting attended by about 2,500 persons at the Town Hall under
the presidency of Punamchand Ranka. G. D. Dhaole, Nilkanthrao
Deshmukh and the president made the usual speeches, urging the
manufacture of khadi and the boycott of foreign cloth.
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(\i) S. B., C. P. 25-6-30.—A few printed copies of the All-India
Congress Committee's' resolution affecting police and troops were
distributed by volunteers in the Reserve Lines at Chanda on the
23rd June. All the copies were recovered.
*

*

*

(in) S. B.f C. P., 27-7-30.—On the 26th June, when all shops usually
close at Nagpur for Amavasya day, the Itwari merchants assisted by the
local Congress Committee organised a mass procession to advertise me
Civil Disobedience Movement, and to protest against the alleged atrocities
of the Government. The procession, which marched through the city
and civil station, was at first composed of about 8,000 man and boys.
It was subsequently joined by a large number of millhands, and when
it eventually terminated at the Chitnavis Park, had swelled to nearly
12.000. With the exception of two Bohra merchants, no Muhammadaus
took part. Two military policemen and a constable on point duty were
jeered at, and some foreign caps snatched from sightseers ; otherwise the
procession was orderly. A meeting followed under the presidency of
Punamchand Ranka, at which R. R. Pathak of Bhandara, R. S. Ruikar
and Dr. N. B. Khare made the usual speeches. Ruikar appealed to the
workers to join the Civil Disobedience Movement. Khare condemned the
Simon Commission's recommendations. The president, in his closing
speech, announced that the picketing of liquor shops at Nagpur would
begin from the 29th June. He said that since Abhyankar had been
arrested, no money had been collected and no volunteers recruited, and
the attendance at public meetings had steadily dwindled. Today's
demonstration, which had been arranged at the request of the Itwari
merchants, had been an unprecedented success and should stimulate
public interest considerably. He concluded with the remark that it
would not be long before the Local Government would find itself forced
to abandon its present policy of inactivity.
The local war council had served liquor shopkeepers with a notice
informing them that picketing is to begin on the 29th June, and
asking them to close their shops by that date.
(b) A kola, 23-6-30.—Picketing of cloth shops in Ako'la town has
ceased, as all the shopkeepers have signed agreements not to sell foreign
cloth. Notices to this effect have been pasted outside the shops, but
foreign cloth is still being sold quietly.
Two meetings were held in Akola town during the week. The first
was called with the object of congratulating the shopkeepers on their
self-sacrifice in agreeing to forego the sale of foreign cloth. There was
a poor attendance of less than 2,000 persons.
The second meeting at which the audience numbered about 5,000
persons, assembled to hear a lecture by M. S. Ane. Ane announced that
the rOth July had been fixed for breaking the forest laws in the Yeotmal
district. He, as well as the other speakers. Briilal Biyani, P. B. Gole
a
nd Dr. S . G. Patwardhan, asked the public to help in m akin a; the
satyagraha successful. At the same time, Ane said that he did not
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expect much help from outside, but they alone (presumably the
volunteers) would do it and bring Government to its knees0
Vigorous picketing of the liquor shops goes on daily in Akola town
between the hours of 6 p.m. and 9 p.m. Picketing has been started
at various places in the district. It is strong at Akot and Waregaon.
*

*

$

On the 20th June, the national flag was forcibly hoisted on the
Sanitation Office at Sirpur by some volunteers led by Yado Rao Shrawane. A meeting of sanitation committee has since been held and it has
ht^n decided to lodge a complaint against the satyagrahis for criminal
trespass. Nine members of the committee attended the meeting and
four of them voted against legal action. Of these four, two are patwaris
and one is the Police Patel.
There was a certain amount of tension during Moharram between the
Hindus and Muhammadans, of Boregaon. As a result of this the latter
held a meeting at which it was resolved that in future none of the
Muhammadans would join with the Hindus in the present political
movement, specially as regards the breaking of the forest laws. It was
previously thought that Borgaon would be one of the centres of forest
sataygraha, but the agitation there has almost died out, some of the
members of the satyagraha committee having resigned.
It is reported that since the visit of Bhagwan Singh Thakur of Daryapuv
and Bapu Saheb Ghude of Karanja to Sohal, station-house Mangrul Pir.
the local Deshmukhs have started agitation there against Government.
Picketing of the toddy shop has been started and an effigy dressed in
foreign cloth was paraded through the village. The sale of toddy is
reported to have stopped entirely. Further enquiries are being made and
action will be taken if necessary.
(c) A wivaoti, 21-6-30.—Picketing of cloth and liquor shops and violent
abuse of the police have the features of recent meetings in Amraoti.
Drs. Patwardhan and Paturkar, T. G. Joshi have been prominent throughout. Drs. Bhojraj and Soman anticipating prosecution, have been absent
for some time, but are reported to have just returned. Auidences have
numbered about 6,000 on the average, with a fair sprinkling of women.
M. S. Ane of Yeotmal spoke on two or three occasions with the object
mainly of interesting the public in his attack on the forest laws at Pusad
next month. His latest advice is that leaders should not risk prosecution
as they can ill be spared. An impressive procession of some 16.000
people proceeding in silence celebrated the conviction of H. W. Deshpande
The inception of picketing caused a certain amount of excitement in the
city, volunteers and others shouting national slogans and impeding the
traffic were much in evidence. They have since quietened down and
conditions are now more normal. A cloth firm was fined Rs. 51 on the
discovery that foreign cloth rumal had been sold Rs. 10 being awarded
to the informer, and Rs. 41 credited to the Congress funds. Various
lesser known speakers who have served their apprenticeship in villag
:
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meeting ars beginning to come to the front. There is no lessening of
political activity.
At Morsi meetings continue daily, the speakers being chiefly schoolboys who abuse Government freely, while the local leaders remain in the
background. Ramrao Deshmukh hearing that his proposed prosecution
was not to materialise has regained his health and returned. The taluq
now possesses a promising crop of agitators in embryo, youths aged
from 13 to 18 who have little to learn in the matter of scurrilous oratory.
Here, as elsewhere throughout the district, the conviction of H. W. Desh-.
pande was made the excuse for protest meetings.
Ellicbpur taluq reports a sudden increase in village meetings, agitators'
from Ellichpur and elsewhere broadcasting sedition far an4 wide/Abuse
of Government! officers was a feature of the speeches, as also the impending attack on the forest laws. Picketing of liquor shops has begun, and
that of cloth shops is threatened.
At Daryapur, Popatlal ?nd Bhagwan Singh are as usual prominent. Here
again the foulest abuse of Government servants and the police force,
particularly the Indian members thereof, is the order of the day.
Chandur Railway reports that agitation continues to be intense. Here
too, as at Morsi taluq, boys of 13 years upwards have delivered the
most abusive speeches.
Boycott of Government servants has not been actually started, though
there bavp been indications of a move in that direction at Warctr and
elsewhere. Al the former nlace policy constables have had difficulty in
getting their grain ground at the grinding mills. Local hotel-keepers who
used to supply chairs and. tables for reporters at public meetings in
Amraoti have now been induced to refuse tn do so.
'• • -
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(f) Bhandara. 22-6-30.—The Bhandara District Congress Committee.
have invited Musammat Chaturbai of Nagpur to deliver a series of
lectures to women.
.
.On the 6th June, Udhoji of Na?pur, Ganapat Rao Tikekar and Nilkanthr
rao> Deshmukh of Wardha, addressed a meeting of about 400 persons
at Bhandara under the presidency of Mende, school, master. Government
was abused and the police threatened that if they did not mend their
Abhyanka
khaddar
of the Province. Tike
of the Jaw of sedition.
local foreign cloth
The enlistment of }
shops continues. Picketing of one shop begun on the 15th June, but
owner agreed to have his stock
sealed up.
foreign
On the 7th June, Seth Fatehchand presided over a meeting of about
150 persons at Tumsar Gunj. Wankhede, Patwardhan, schoolmaster of
Gondia and , Nilkanthrao Deshmukh abused Government and Indian.
Government servants, particular!v the police.
Picketing of liquor shops at Tumsar and Sihore continues,
i

*
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On ihe 2nd June, Narayan Tembhekar of Nagpur spoke on the Civil
Disobedience Movement to an audience of about 200 persons at Paoni.
He did not make much of an impression. On the 3rd June he addressed
a meeting at Asegaon under the presidency of Ramkrishna, Patel of
Asegaon.
Complete hartal was observed at Andhargaon on the 30th May remark Abhyakar's arrest. Procession was taken out in the evening.
On the 31st May, the Kandri liquor shop was picketed. 11 volunteers
were enlisted at a meeting addressed by volunteers of Andhargaon and
Jam.
On the 3rd June, Harchand Bhola Teli of Tumsar lectured on khadi,
manufacture of salt and boycott of British goods to an audience of
Kanhadg
*

*

On the 10th June, Tikekar, Chhaganlal Bharuka of Nagpur and Nilkanthrao Deshmukh, addressed a meeting of about 500 persons at Gondia
under the presidency of Chhaganlal. Deshmukh was particularly abusive
towards the police. An extract from Bhamt Men Angrezi Raj was read
out by Girdharlal.
About 100 persons collected on the railway station at Gondia on the
12th June to see Badri Prasad Dube, Narsingh Das, Devi Prasad Shukul,
Sitaram Gulabchand and Ramdas, who were being transferred from
Jubbulpore to the Raipur jail. Chaturbhuj said a few words of
congratulation and some foreign caps were burnt.
Muhammadan foreign cloth shops at Gondia are being picketed from
the 21st June. The Marwadi cloth dealers are reported to have sealed up
their stocks.
On the 4th June, Chaturbhuj lectured to a small audience at Tirora.
He again visited Tirora on the 11th June and with Patwardhan and
Sukhdeo of Gondia, addressed a meeting of about 250 persons. 100
extracts from Bharat Men Angrezi Raj were sold.
fq) Wardha, 22-6-30.—Anti-Government
agitation continues throughout the district. 18 meetings were held in various towns and villages,
sax of these were in Arvi tahsil, nine in Hinganghat and three in Wardha.
The subjects were as usual the boycott of foreign cloth and antiGovernment propaganda. M. N. Ghatwai and Nilkanthrao Deshmukh
have each addressed meetings.
Picketing; of foreign cloth shops was intensified during the week and
the Hinganghat volunteers were reinforced by a party from Nagpur.
This resulted in almost all the shopkeepers of Wardha, Arvi, Hinganghat
and Pulgaon agreeing to the Congress conditions and their stocks are
duty
befog sealed up by volunteers. Only
to see that tha seals remain intact. It is now intended to start picketing of liauor shops. A few volunteers from the district have gone to
Narour for training.
About 2000 toddv palms were felled by volunteers from Nagpur and
the Wardha Ashram, assisted by villagers m the Hinganghat tahsil.
Tfped notices threatening the police with death if they do not resign
Wardha
A-115—61-B.
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In village meeting Nilkanthrao Deshmukh of Virul sold a packet of
Dahihanda salt to a malguzarin, Janakibai for Rs. 100. Ghatwai has
delivered four speeches. In two meetings Government servants came in
for criticism. Five unimportant outsiders addressed meetings.
(r) Yeotmal, 21-6-30.—Only one meeting was held in Yeotmal city
during the week. This was on the 20th June, when some 1,500 persons
attended under the presidency of Dr. Tembe. Meghraj Marwari announced that forest satyagraha was to be started on the 10th July at a place
five miles from Pusad, and that M. S. Ane had personally undertaken to
lead the first batch of satyagrahis. Each Berar district would be asked
to supply 17 volunteers. Cattle owners were generally in favour of the
movement and up to the present only 1,500 grazing passes had been
sold in the district against 2,500 last year. A resolution was passed
congratulating Hari Har Deshpande on his arrest at Amraoti.
Rambhao Joshi and Shankar Singh Girolkar visited Hiwari in
Yeotmal station-house on the 17th June and explained the forest satyagraha campaign to a meeting of about 100 persons. They asked the
people to iefuse to take out grazing passes and announced that the
campaign would definitely begin on the 10th July and that 5,000
volunteers were expected from other parts of India.
Picketing of foredgn cloth shops started in Yeotmal on the 17th June.
At present the picketers merely lounge about and request customers not
to purchase foreign goods.
It is rumoured locally that the second batch of forest satyagrahis will
begin operations on the 17th July under the leadership of Dr. Munje.
V. R. Kitkule made an objectionable anti-Government speech at a
meeting of 200 persons held at Ghatanji on the 16th June, under the
1
presidency of Tikaram. a Yeotmal shopkeeper, who accompanied him.
Kitkule boasted that he had already delivered 42 anti-Government
lectures in the district and was determined to continue his propaganda.
His speech, in which he enlarged upon the usual points such as British
exploitation and repression, accused all government officials from the
Viceroy downwards of corruption and hinted that Swaraj could only be
obtained by violence, is said to have made a considerable impression.
Action against him under Section 108, C. P. C. is under consideration.
The Yeotmal satyagraha committee have held the following meetings
in the Pusad taluq to prepare the people for disobedience of the forest
laws : —
10th June.—Pusad.
11th June.—Bhojla Gunj, Umerkhed, Mulawa.
13th June.—Wanwarla, Ambora, Sakra, Isapore.
14th June.—Jamb, Saona, Digdi.
15th June.—Pardhi, Moreth, Chhatari, Hiwalni.
16th June.—Hewry, Mudana. Brahmangaon, Dagaddhanora.
17th June.—Kalee, Mahagaon, Dhankil, Tiwrang.
18th 'June.—Kanha, Phoolsaongi, Bittergaon, Wanegaon.
19th June.—Belona, Tjni, Ningnoor, Pophali.
20th June.—Rohda, Pondul, Kishanpur, Palsi.
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Shankar Rao Sarnaik addressed the meetings held at Pusad, Bhojla,
Bansi, Wanwarla and Jamb between the 1.1th and 14th June, and M. S.
Ane himself was the chief speaker at the meeting at Pusad on the 10th,
which was attended by about 300 persons, under the presidency of
Dessan Bhat of Umerkhed.
Ane, who spoke abusively against Government and the police, said
man
number
of volunteers for his campaign and urged the people of Pusad not to
be
outdone
by
mere
outsiders.
He
wanted
250
volunteers
from
Pusad.
11
A case under Section 108, C. P. C. is being prepared ^against Ekbote
who spoke objectionably at the Samhalpipri, Isapur and Sakra meetings.
A counter-meeting to protest against the proposed satyagraha was held
at Umerkhed on the 13th June by some 500 Muhammadans, and notiBrahmans.
Muhammad Kamruddin was in the chair and two
Muhammadans and two Hindus condemned the Brahmans, the prime
movers in the satyagraha, as traitors, and appealed to Muhammadans
and non-Brahmans to have nothing to do with the movement
Other meetings were held as follows :
Mahagaon, station-house Lalkhed.—Attendance 150.
Speakers : local
8th and 9th June.—Village Pahvi, Malapur, Mahuli, Dehni and Dabha
were visited by a party from Yeotmal, consisting of Dr. Biande,
Sonchand Darda, Marwadi. Bhaurao Joshi and one volunteer. Formal
meetmgs were held at Pahvi and Dabha. Rs. 38-4-0 were collected, but
no volunteers offered for .enlistment
11th June, Ner Station-house.
Deshmukh
500 persons attended. Speakers: Ramchandra of Ner, Joglekar of
Yeotmal and Sarangpani Narayanrao of Yeotmal.
Fatehyab Khan of Nawabpur, who presided, and Abdul Karim, who
also spoke at the end of the meeting, displayed lack of sympathy with
the Hindus and predicted that forest satyagraha would not succeed.
11th June, village Koltia, station-house Kalamb.—Attendance 200.
Speakers:—Bachu and Ganapat Rao Malvi of Yeotmal.
14th June, Kalamb station-house.—A small procession and a meeting
addressed by Meghraj, Bachu and Rambhau Joshi of Yeotmal. Seven
volunteers enlisted.
16th June. Darwha station-house.—Attendance* 400. President Kashinath Ramchandra Bapat, Pleader, Speakers : Narayanrao Sarangpani
Yeotmal, S. H. Ballal of Yeotmal, Gangadhar Ane of Jaola, Laxman
Oak of Yeotmal and Bachu.
(s) Nagpitr, 27-6-30.—Picketing of cloth shops in the city and Srtabuldi
has poetically ceased, as the vast bulk of the merchants have sealed
up their stocks of foreign cloth under the Congress seal. In the Sadar
picketing is more intense.
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Tn the interior, picketing continued in Katol, Kondhali, Umred and
Ramtek. Meetings have however been very much fewer, perhaps owing
to the break of the rains. Killod merchants are said to have sealed up
ign

•

f

965
•

\

-

..»
;

*

•

i • w

CENTRAL PROVINCES POLICE
ABSTRACT OF INTELLIGENCE
*

•

Vol. XLV.

Nagpur, 5th July 1930.

No. 25.

GENERAL SUMMARY

V

'

•

205-A.
A procession organised by the Nagpur Congress Committee on the 1st July to mark the arrest of Motilal Nehru, President ot
the All India Congress Committee, started with about 1,000 persons and
swelled considerably en route, but the public meeting which followed was
completely spoiled by a heavy downpour of rain. Heavy rain fell
throughout the week and there were no other meetings. The intense
picketing of liquor shops which began, on the 29th June has so far been
peaceful.
6 Vigorous anti-liquor activity continues throughout the C. P. Marathi
Province, especially in the Wardha district, where also N. M. Ghatwai
arid Nilkanthrao Deshmukh have made objectionable speeches regarding
the foithcoming settlement. On the 25 June, Dr. Khare, Punamchand
Ranka and Dharmadhikari of Nagpur made mischievous speeches at
Arvi. Political activity has slackened in the Bhandara and Chanda
districts during the week partly, no doubt, on account of the heavy ram.
In the Yeotmal district, M. S. Ane's forest satyagraha campaign
continues to; be widely advertised. Ane is backed by a number of fair
influential locals and there is little doubt but that the movement is gaining strength, though he does not appear to have obtained anything like
the number of volunteers he had hoped for. There has again been some
counter-propaganda on the part of Mahars. The situation in the
Amraoti district is much the same. Objectionable speeches were made
at well-attended meetings in the city on the 20th and 23rd June. Intense
agitation continues throughout the interior of the district and the
attendance at public meetings continues to increase. Four thousand
persons collected at Chandur Railway on the 25th June to hear M. 3.
Ane of Yeotmal. A procession which ended with a meeting attended
by about 10,000 persons was organised in Akola city on the 24th June
to mark the publication of the Simon Commission's report. All the
speakers were small boys who delivered highly inflammatory speeches
which had obviously been prepared for them. The effigy of an Englishman which had accompanied the procession through the town was
beaten and burnt. Attempts in the interior to enlist volunteers for Ane's
forest satyagraha campaign have not so far met with very much success.
^

^

- —

M

POLITICAL, POLITICO-RELIGIOUS AND RACIAL MOVEMENTS
i

*

206. iS. B., C. P., 7-7-30.—The news of Motilal Nehru's arrest was
received in Nagpur'oh the 1st July. A ladies' procession, about 800
strong paraded the city in the afternoon, singing prohibition songs. Later in
the evening, a procession of about 1,000 persons was organised by the
Magar Congress Committee which, gathering numbers en route, terminated

at the Chitnavis Park, in a public meeting attended by about 5,000
persons under the presidency of Punamchand Ranka. Barely had proceedings begun, however, when heavy rain fell and all except about 500
persons left the Park. Dharmadhikari and the president made short
speeches, which were almost inaudible in the storm. During the day a
number of school boys indulged in some stone throwing at the building
of the New English School in Sitabuldi, breaking some of the windows.
Heavy rain fell throughout the week, and there were no other meetings.
Intense picketing of liquor shops proceeds but has so far been peaceful.
An objectionable leaflet appealing to students to leave their schools and
colleges and devote themselves whole-heartedly to the national movement
has been issued by the C. P. Marathi War Council.
(a) Akola, 30-6-30.—The chief event of the week in Akola was a big
procession and meeting on the 24th June to mark the publication of the
Simon Commission's report. From ten to twelve thousand persons
took part in the meeting. The effigy of an Englishman was paraded by
the processionists through the town. All the speakers at the meeting
were children whose ages ranged from eight to twelve. The speeches,
which had obviously been prepared for them, were very objectionable.
The meeting terminated with the effigy being beaten, rolled in the dust
and burnt. The children were then given sweetmeats.
Another meeting of about 5,000 persons was held on the 27th June.
Brijlal Biyani with his usual supporters was on the platform. All the
speakers were women, who described the sufferings of the women of
Bombay who were beaten by the police. The speeches were fairly
moderate in tone.
The number of Gandhi caps in the town has increased considerably
since the lecture and procession of the 24th. Picketing of liquor shops
has moderated to some extent since the coming of the rains.
A complaint has been laid by Syed Usman, president of the Sirpur
Sanitation Committee, under Sections 447-504 I. P. C. against Yado Rao
Shrawane and 11 other volunteers who forcibly hoisted the Congress flag
over the sanitation office.
Attempts to enlist local volunteers for breaking the forest laws have
not so far proved very successful. A house has been rented at Mangrulpir
for the accommodation of volunteers, a number of whom have arrived from
Akola. There is jungle situated at a distance of six miles from Mangrulpir.
It is not known yet whether the volunteers intend going to Pusad
on the 10th July or whether they mean to go into the local forest. Waman
Rao Deshmukh of Kondoli is taking a very active part in supervising the
arrangements. It was he who rented the house and he has also collected
a quantity of grain in the town for the use of the volunteers. He is the
only dangerous man in the taluq. He is a member of the Taluq Board.
Two meetings were held at Wasim during the week, when appeals for
volunteers to break the forest laws were made. Those willing were asked
to put up their hands, but none responded. Dr. Kashikar, the newly
elected vice-president of the Wasim Taluq Congress Committee, is taking
a prominent part. There has been a split in the Congress camp and it
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is said that T. B. Sane and Dabir, two of the leaders, have refused to
lake part in the breaking of the forest laws.
Very little is going on in the Murtizapur taluq, the only firebrand there
being one Vinayak Kao Deshmukh, a boy of village Sirso. This village
has Deen made the headquarters of the volunteers going to Pusad. So far,
no one outside Sirso has given in his name,
(b) Amraoti, 28-6-30.— Two large public meetings are reported from
Amraoti city. Some 6,000 persons attended the nrst, held on the 20th
June, at which Dr. Pimparkar of Paratwada, Dr. N. T. Paturkar, Dr. S. O.
Patwardhan, Bnjlal Biyani and M. S. Ane, were the speakers. Biyani's
speech was the teature of the meeting; without being violent, it was
dangerously effective.
Tne second meeting attended by about 4,000 persons, was held on the
23rd June. Dr. Paturkar, D. V. Tiwatne, Dr. Patwardhan, S. V. Gokhale,
pleader, Shriram Deshpande of Thugaon, the new Congress Secretary,
Kesho Shaligram and Dr. Soman spoke. Patwardhan's speech was as usual,
objectionable. He was the president of both these meetings.
Other meetings have been held in various mohallas on the subject oi
liquor drinking, at which Drs. Bhojraj and Sabnis and other leaders were
prominent.
A new feature is the processions of boys and girls which daily patrol the
city and sometimes also the civil station, shouting revolutionary cries. On
the 26th June, boys were shouting all over the city in a most offensive
manner that the Viceroy had been shoe-beaten in the streets of Delhi. All
this is Dr. Patwardhan's work. He and other leaders have been most active
in preaching in such villages as are accessible by motor from Amraoti.
The present situation is extremely delicate. People hitherto loyal are
now being won over: they believe all the reports circulated of the brutality of the Bombay police, and a story that 500 women were raped by
British soldiers at Sholapur is also affecting their minds. Much harm of
a permanent nature has been done.
The Circle Inspector, Morsi, reports that Dr. Patwardhan's speech at a
meeting of 1,000 people there on the 24th June had a great effect.
The
opposition of the non-Brahman, N. G. Amrutkar to the local leaders has
somewhat hampered the latter in their campaign against Government, but
they continue to hold frequent meetings at which boys and other non-entities
abuse Government freely. Ramrao Deshmukh, freed from the fear of
prosecution, is again active. Appaji Tijare of Nagpur was the chief speaker
at a meeting at Sendurjana on the 21st June.
In Ellichpur sub-division, Dr. Pimparkar has been prominent in agitation,
both in Paratwada, where he resides, an)d in many villages 'in the interior.
Meetings at Paratwada often attract audiences of 1,000 or more, showing
a vastly increased interest in anti-Government propaganda. A fair number of cultivators are taking part.
In and around Chandur Bazaar, Nana Nagar Nayak, the ring leader of
local agitation, has been making objectionable speeches. At a recent
meeting at Dhanora on the 18th June, he asked that Patels should resign,
Government servants be boycotted, payment of taxes be refused and
forest laws be broken.
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Bhagwan Singh
nous propaganda.
i

M. S. Ane of "
Railway on the 25th June. (Six weeks ago, a meeting of 300 persons at
Chandur Railway would have been considered well-attended). Manulal,
Marwadi, Chaudhari, Bapat and, Bannore, pleaders, were prominent.
The last named presided. Ane described how England had destroyed
India's trade and impoverished her. He condemned Government brutality, said the Indian army was untrustworthy and called on his hearers
to break the forest laws.
600 people were present at a meeting held in the Maruti temple in
Chandur Railway on the 24th June, with Mannulal, Marwadi, presiding.
The speakers were Dr. Paturkar of Amraoti and Bhagwan Singh of
Daryapur. The latter, as usual, drew attention to the numerical weakness
l
of the police, and his speech, as usual, was most objectionable.
(d) Bhandara, 1-7-30.—Political activity in the district has slackened
during the week and no meetmgs have been held. Picketmg of liquor
shops however continues. Foreign cloth dealers at Bhandara* Tumsar,
Gondia and Lakhandur have been persuaded to seal up their stocks of
foreign cioth.
Congr
were
distributed to the police at Bhandara and Tumsar.
(q) Wardha. 28-6-30.—25 Congress meetings were held in the district
during the week, Arvi tahsil leading wkh 16 of them. In several meetings
Government servants, especially the police, were severely criticised.
Picketing of the Wardha liquor shop has seriously affected sales.
Laibuz Khan, a servant of Jamnalal Bajaj and a volunteer, has been
prosecuted for intimidating the liquor contractor's man. The local
Congress committee arranged a demonstration and the man refused to
give bail. Local cartmen refuse4 to carry casks of liquor from the
railway sation to the warehouse, and the Tohsildar had to make special
arrangements.
The Makaddam and Kotwal of village Temba, station-house Wadner,
have started picketing the local toddy shop. The contractor has closed
the shop tor three days and has been frightened into throwing away 32
gallons of toddy. Action is being considered.
The toddy contractor of village Hingni, station-house Selu, has complained of intimidation.
250 more toddy palms have been felled in Sindhi station-house by
volunteers of the Wardha Ashram, assisted by villagers.
N. M. Ghatwai has delivered three objectionable speeches commenting
on the forthcoming settlement, and Nilkanthrao Deshmukh of Virul has
advocated non-payment of increased taxes. In a meeting at Sindhi, the
non-Brahmans headed by T. J. Kedar and R. B. K. S. Naidu alleged that
cultivators were being unfairly treated when compared with people who
were neither cultivators! nor paid any income tax. This party proposes
to make the coming settlement and the Simon Commission's report into
council election issues.
*
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M. S. Ane of Yeotmal hoisted the national flag over the Local Board
office at Arvi and also addressed a meeting at Wardha. He announced
that the lor est laws were to be broken in Yeotmal from the 10th' July.
Anti-government speeches were delivered in a meeting at Arvi on vile
25th J une by Dr. Khare of Nagpur, Punamchand Ranka of N agpuir,
G. D. Dhaole, pleader of Nagpur, Pathak of Bhandara, and S. T.
1
Dharmadhikari of Nagpur.
(r) Yeotmal, 30-6-30.—Picketing of foreign cloth shops has ceased m
: Yeotmal. Processions of volunteers are taken out daily, singing songs
and advocating the breaking of forest laws.
At a meeting of about 150 Mahars held under the presidency of
Tulsirain Sadhu, Mahar of Maharpara, Yeotmal town, on the 26th June,
Suryabhan Somaji Kawle, Mahar of village Saiod, station-house
Waagaon, pleaded for full participation in the present movement, on
the grounds that Mahars should obtain thair rigjits in the matter of wells
and temples from their own countrymen and not from Englishmen.
I In the Pusad taiuq, the three local leaders; Madhorao Bhopi, Dr. K. H.
Ballal and Sttankcir Rao Sarnaik contmue their propaganda lor tne
breaking ot lorest iaws. Tne Akola War Council's bulletin dated the
20th June, over the signature ot Brijlai 3.iyani, announces that the 10th
July has been definitely fixed for the final march from Pusad to Dhundi
(six miles distant), where the first batch of volunteers is to break the
laws. Volunteer's are asked to be ready at Pusad by the 6th July,
M. S. Ane is to lead the party.
Two meetings have been held in Pusad Station-house. About 500
persons attended the first, at Pusad, to hear Dr. B. M. Tembe and Bachu
of Yeotmal, who made the usual anti-government speeches. At the
second meeting, held at village Kalse on the 17th June, Shankar Rao
Sarnaik spoke on the forest satyagraha campaign to an audience of 300
persons. Narain Rao Bhikaji, vice-chairman of the District Council
promised help from Kalse.
Other meetings to advertise the forest satyagraha were held in the Pusad
and Darwha taluqs as follows \
Umarkhed, 14th June.—Attendance 100. Speaker: Ganpatrao Joshi.
i
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Brahmangaori, 16th June.—Attendance 300. Speakers: Raburao Dalai,
Ganpat Joshi and Desanbhat.
,
Dhanora, 16th June.—Attendance 200. Speaker: Baliram Ekbote.
Mahargaon station-house.—Meetings at Mudana (15th June), Mahargaon
(16th June), Phulsaongi (17th June), and Injna (19th June) were addressed
by Anna alias Gangadhar Balwant. Other meetings were held at Gunj
Hewra, Amboda, Saona, Morat, Wakodi and Pardul.
Darwha, 23rd June.—Attendance 300. President, K. R. Bapat, pleader.
Speakers:—Zainuddin of Karanja, who claimed to have been sentenced to
a year's imprisonment for picketing, Baburao Gondhalekar and
D. K. Kane of Yeotmal.
*
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Digras, 10th June.—Attendance 500, mostly illiterates, Speakers: Narain
Vinayakrao Sarangpani.
On the 2Cth June, the Digras municipality passed by a majority of one
a resolution condemning Government's repression and approving of nonviolent satyagraha to a meeting of 700 persons at Digras.
M. S. Ane addressed a meeting of about 600 persons at Pandarkauda
on the 13 th June. He enlarged upon the poverty of the country and
asked for volunteers for the forest campaign.
Another meeting was held at Pandarkauda on the 29th June. Ex-clerk
Baburao Galgale was in the chair, and ex-clerk Baburao Gondhalekar told
the people not to fear either police or forest officers, since Government
was afraid of taking action. He wanted 1,000 volunteers for satyagraha,
and at least 100 from Pandarkauda.
*

*

*

S. T. Dudhane and V. R. Kitkule addressed five meetings at Ghatanji
between the 18th and 26th June. They asked for cash and grain for the
forest satyagrahis and urged social boycott of Government servants.
Kitkule made some objectionable remarks in his speech on the 24th June,
when he advocated violence if Government used repression.
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209. A meeting held at the Town Hall, Nagpur, on the 5th July, to
celebrate Gandhi Day was attended by about 2,500 persons. The speakers,
who included Dr. N. B. Khare, Nilkanthrao Deshmukh, G. D. Dhaole and
•Dharmadhikari, condemned the new unauthorised news sheets Ordinance
and the Government's declaration of the Working Committee of AllIndia Congress as an unlawful body, and emphasised the importance of
the Working Committee's resolution appealing to police and troops.
Similar meetings were held by the Nagar Congress Committee in front of
different liquor shops daily throughout the week, the attendance ranging
from about 1,000 persons to 3,000. At each meeting special stress was
laid on the Congress resolution relating to police and troops, and the
proceedings were distinctly heard by the policemen on duty. It would
appear, however, that this is being done more wiith the object of defying
Government than with any hope of actually seducing the police from
their loyalty. The attendance was again about 2,500 persons at a meeting arranged by the leaders of various parties on the 11th July. C. B.
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Parakh, chairman of the municipal committee, refused to allow the first
speaker, Dr. N. B. Khare, to move an amendment for the reading of
the same Congress resolution and declared the meeting postponed.
Dr. Khare, however, continued the proceedings. Resolutions supporting
Dr. Khare's amendment and congratulating M. S. Ane on his conviction
at Pusad were unanimously adopted.
*

*

*

Propaganda for M. S. Ane's campaign against the forest laws has
continued in the Yeotmal district, a large number of meeting being held.
On the 4th July a public send-off was given to the first batch of 29
volunteers from Yeotmal. Other batches are reported to have been
sent from Amraoti, Akola, Khamgaon and Dhamangaon. On the 10th
July, when the campaign opened the number of volunteers at Pusad
was repotted to be 218. The same day Ane was arrested and sentenced
under Section 379 I. P. C. to six months' simple imprisonment. A large
number of meetings has been held throughout the interior of the Akola
and Buidana districts, forest satyagraha being the chief topic of the
speakers. The supply of volunteers, however, appears to be very limited
and reports show that grazing passes have been freely taken out by
villagers. A meeting held in Akola town on the 1st July to celebrate
Peshawar Day was attended by about 9,000 persons.
POLITICAL, POLITICO-RELIGIOUS AND RACIAL MOVEMENTS

210. (a) Akola, 8-7-30.—Three meetings were held in Akola town
during the week. The first, held on the 30th June, congratulated Motilal
Nehru on his arrest. The audience numbered about 6,000 and Biyani
was in the chair. The speeches were moderate in tone. On the following day another meeting of about 9,000 persons was held to commemorate Peshawar Day. Gole, Zainuddin of Karanja, Biyani and Mrs. Joshi
were the speakers. At the end of the meeting the reporting Sub-Inspector
was struck on the face by a small pebble. It is significant that Zainuddin
in his speech said that, as a boy, he used to throw stones at street
lamps, thinking that they belonged to Government. Mrs. Joshi also
made a reference to stone throwing.
•
to

*

•

A batch of 11 volunteers has left for Pusad to break the forest laws,
on the 10th July. The only one of any note is Govind Singh Rajput
of Akola whose speeches are apt to be violent. A constable has been
sent to Pusad to point him out The volunteers left in a lorry and were
to reacU Pusad on the 6th July.
A large number of meetings have been held throughout the interior
forest satyagraha being the topic of the speakers. Reports show that
grazing passes are being freely taken by the villagers and it is doubtful
whether this part of the civil disobedience programme will be effective.
Centres for training volunteers have been opened at Mangrul Pir, Karanja

\
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&nd Sirso (station-house Murtizapur). The supply ' of volunteers, however, appears to be very limited.
• T h e r e was a clash between the picketers of Karanja and the servants
and customers of a Muhammadah liquor contractor oh the 1st July. It
is said that the six picketers used insulting language, as a res tilt of which
they were rather badly beaten. This was done in the presence of a large
crowd, who did not interfere. The,leaders were sent for from Akola
and a meeting was arranged. At this meeting the liquor contractor
made an apology and the Congress people on their side agreed that in
future not more than two persons would picket the shop at one time and
that they would not stand within 100 yards of the shop. The police
'have been criticised, both at meetings and in the papers for their failure
'to take any action. No complaints had been made by the picketers at
this police station.
Id) Bhandara, 7-7-30.—Hartal was observed at Tumsar and Sihora on
the 2nd Jul} and processions taken out to mark Motilal Nehru's arrest.
In a meeting held at Tumsar under the presidency of Sitaram Tell,
Damle accused Government of promoting communal disunion and said
that the arrest of Dr. Syed Mahmud showed that Muhammadans
had joined in the struggle. He proposed that a breach of the forest
laws should be made by bringing fuel from Government forest, or at
least by gathering leaves. Volunteers for the purpose were asked to
assemble at the National School next morning, but none turned up. It
appears that there is some difference of opinion locally over the starting
of forest satyagraha. Damle is keen. Volunteers are trying tq disuade
contractors from attending the auction of forest contracts at Bhandara
on the 15th July, at which women picketers will be on duty.
On the 28th June, Chaturbhuj presided over a meeting of about 2,000
persons at Gondia. Dharmadhikari of Nagpur delivered an abusive
speech in which he said that his party was out to create disaffection and
hatred of Government in the minds of the people. He congratulated
Gondia town on its response to the national call.
Dr. Khare of Nagpur, who also spoke, said that Government was
sucking the life blood of the nation and asked the people to boycott
Government servants and foreign cloth. Punamchand Ranka . said that
in 80 years the British had reduced India to a miserable condition.
Muhammad an rule was many times better.
Dalsukhram, teacher, read an extract from Bharat Men Angrezi.Raj.
Complete hartal was observed at Gondia on the 2nd June to mark
Motilal Nehru's arrest and a procession of about 2,000 persons moved
about in the town. Joglekar, teacher, presided over a meeting of about
1,000 persons held in the evening.
Sheo Balak said that Nehru's arrest
had given him a rude shock and he would now join the movement
whole-heartedly. He expressed regret that the local liquor shop contractor was not following the example set by the foreign cloth merchants.
He said that his warehouse should now be picketed and preparations, made
to break the forest laws. GirdharM opined that the movement could
not be suppressed by arrests. Patwardhan criticised the Manager of the
j

i
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Empress Mill, Nagpur, for not closing his mills and for getting volunteers
beaten by the police, and asked the audience to boycott Empress Mills
cloth. Chaturbhuj supported the resolution congratulating Motilal Nehru
and condemning Goverment for arresting him. He appealed to policemen
to resign.
Cyclostyled extracts of Bharat Men Angrezi Raj and the Congress
Pcitrika continue to be published. Action is under consideration.
Chaturbhuj and Patwardhan visited Tirora on the 30th June.
Partwardhan especially criticised the police
p<
for their cruel treatment of
non-violent satyagrahis. Seven volunteers were enlisted.
Karma vir Pathak has returned to political activity. He is at present
touring the district and has delivered lectures at Daoniwada and Sakoli.
Hi$ speeches have however been tame and have not produced very much
effect.
procession
burnt
(f) Buldana, 9-7-30.—There has been a large number of meetings all
over the district:—mainly, however, confined to larger towns.
The speeches have been on the usual topics, but of late they chiefly
advocate the breaking of the forest laws and volunteers for Pusad are
called for.
The chief lecturers are Dinkar Kanade Shastri and Mohammad
Hussain in Buldana and Korde, Krishna Rao Deshmukh and Dr. Parasnis
in the Khamgaon taluq.
,,
The Buldana lecturers have insisted on forest matter? and are trying
to get volunteers and money. One volunteer and Rs. 135 were obtained
in Deulsaon Raia, one volunteer in Chikhli and Rs. 250 in Buldana.
The Khamgaon speakers have talked on the usual subjects but they,
too. are now concentrating on forest satyagraha.
The volunteers under a captain left Khamgaon for Pusad on th e 1st
July. Laxman Rao Deshmukh of Shegaon is the captain and the rest
are from Malkapur (two), Khamgaon (four), Chikhli (two), Shegaon (one)
and Pimpalgaon Raja (one).
ported to be ready at Sheglon and 20 at Buldana,
with Rs. 250.
Dinkar Kanade Shastri left Buldana to join this satyagraha at Pusad,
on the 7th July.
The usual saftyagraha speeches are somewhat milder, and Korde' has
been almost apologetic" for the past abuse he has uttered against the
police reporters.
The bovrottins of liquor shops still goes on in Khamgaon, Nandurai
Mehkar and Buldana,
•

-
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Buldana, and there are suggestions of flying them in other places.
Large -Sundav processions are held in Khamgaon, but with the dying,
our of the cloth picketing and the need for volunteers for Pusad they
may shortly be less impressive.
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(g) Chanda, 6-7-30.—Picketing of liquor shops continued throughout
the week in Chanda city.
On the 30th June, M. S. Ane of Yeotmal visited Chanda at the
request of B. R. Deshmukh, pleader, who convened a meeting of about
1,000 persons to hear him. Ramparshad Dube, Sii]as, Chendke and
Bapat, pleaders, Isanna, Seth Lonkaran and Abdul Razzak were
prominent. Ane started with his usual anti-Government remarks, but
before he could develop his theme a heavy-shower of rain began and
the audience dispersed.
Ane left for Wun next day by the morning train.
On tht 24th June, Bhajan Das, son of Mangal Das, Marwadi of
Jcdhpur State, who is at present staying with Seth Rajmal of Chanda,
addressed a meeting of about 200 persons at Mul on Independence,
Dadaji Joshi presided, and Fadnavis and Bokhare, Honorary Magistrates,
were among those present. The speaker said nothing objectionable and
the speech was so mild that most of the audience took him to be a
pro-Government man.
Motilal Nehru's arrest was celebrated by a hartal at Warora on the
3rd July.
(1) (i) Nagpur, 5-7-30.—The city remains quiet. Picketing of cloth
shops in the city and Sitabuldi has ceased, and in the Sardar Bazaar is
nominal only. Picketing of liquor shops started on the 29th, and is
specially concentrated on Bilimoria's foreign liquor shop on the Kamptee
Road, where 20 to 30 volunteers picket. In the city enthusiasm is
reported to be waning.
A new feature is the increasing interest of women in the movement.
On the 1st July, a procession of 500 women proceeded from Sitabuldi as
far as a liquor shop in the city, where they demonstrated and were
photographed.
The same afternoon a meeting of 4 ^ women was held to protest
against the atrocities committed on women volunteers in Bombay.
Mrs. Fadnavis, Mrs. Anusayabai Kale, Mrs. Neogi and Miss Abhyankar

spoke.

On the 29th June, the executive committee of the Nagpur Textile
Union passed resolutions requesting the Empress Mills authorities to stop
the use of foreign yarn, and calling on the employees to give up wearing
foreign cloth.
In the interior there has been little activity except at Ramtek and
Umred. Picketing; of liauor shops continues at both places, as well as at
Kilod and Kondhali. At Mohpa cloth shops are picketed.
At Ramtek there has been some cap snatching especially from
Government officials and on the 30th June three constables who refused
to part with their cans were assaulted. Penke and sir others have been
arrested for rioting Penke and two others have also been arrested under
Section 392, T. P. C in a second case of forcible snatching.

f
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At Umred, Dekate and his volunteers put down 18 more toddy trees
in railway premises, on the 26th June. The toddy shop has now closed,
as all the contractor's trees have been cut down. He is however being
offered fresh trees free of charge. A complaint has been put up and
Dekate and four others are being prosecuted.
On 2nd July, the liquor warehouse at Umred was picketed with the
result that contractors from all over the tahsil were unable to take out
their supplies. Necessary action is being taken.
(ii) Nagpur, 12-7-30.—There has been little activity in the interior
except alt Ramtek and Umred. Ramtek has indulged in a certain amount
of cap snatching. On the 30th June three constables were assaulted and
attempts made to remove their caps, and the same day a cap was forcibly
seized from an Excise peon. In the latter case Penke, the leading volunteer in Ramtek, and two others were prosecuted under Section 392, I. P. C ,
Penke was sentenced to six months' rigorous imprisonment and another
volunteer to four months'. In connection with the constables' case,
Penke and four others are under trial under Sections 147-134, I. P. C.
At Umred, picketing of the liquor warehouse took place on the 2nd and
8th July. Contractors from the tahsil were unable to take out supplies,
and have been forced to come into Nagpur for them instead.
On the 4th July, Dekate the leader, and four others were arrested
under Section 143—427, I. P. C , in connection with the cutting of toddy
trees on the 26th June, and have since been sentenced to three months'
rigorous imprisonment each. The 7th July was celebrated by a hartal,
a big procession and a meeting attended by 4,000 persons. Punamchand
presided. Various speeches were made advocating boycotting of the
police. On the 8th, however, at another meeting, Lokhre, pleader, who
has succeeded Dekate, made a very sensible speech, strongly deprecating
boycott and cap snatching, which could lead to no good. On the 7th
Rs. 803 were collected in support of Congress funds.
*

*

*

Picketing continues in the places mentioned last week.
An intercepted letter from Punamchand to the Maharashtra Kaide
Bhang Mandal, Ville Parle, states that the former will send the latter
volunteers as he enlists them.
*

*

The Nagar Congress Committee has started issuing a cyclostyled
bulletin in defiance of the latest ordinance. Its contents are not particularly objectionable.
Starting from the 6th July, nightly meetings have been held at different
liquor shops, while picketing is going on by Khare Punamchand, Dharmadhikarii etc.. at which the Congress resolution relating to police and troops
is reiterated again and aeain, and meetings are to be held before all
the remaining shops. While these meetings do not in any way affect the

T
•

police on duty, it is possible that the suggestions of boycott which creep
into the speeches may take effect on the public.
(iii) S. B., C. P., 7-7-30.—Some 2,500 persons attended a meeting heldat the Town Hall, Nagpur, on the 5th July under the presidency of
Punamchand Ranka to celebrate Gandhi Day, The speakers Tijare,,;
Dr. N. B. Khare, Nilkanthrao Deshmukh, G. D. Dhaole and Dharmadhikari condemned the new unauthorised news sheets Ordinance, and the
Government's declaration of the Working Committee of the All India;
Congress as an unlawful body, and emphasised the importance of the
Working Committee's resolution appealing to police and troops. Tijare
said that Government had been shaken to its foundation, and if the people
carried on the movement with determination the national flag would
soon fly over Sitabuldi Fort. Dr. Khare declared that Government
jtself was an unlawful body, and the army and the police should, therefore, show their sympathy with the Civil Disobedience Movement.
Government's international prestige had already been seriously prejudiced.
iMilkanthrao Deshmukh said that in India sedition was synonymous with
patriotism, and exhorted the audience to defy all laws. He appealed to
Indian Government servants, particularly the police to resign their posts
and join the Congress. If they failed to do so they would soon be boycotted socially. Dharmadhikari said that the Congress resolution had
already raised doubts in the minds of police and troops, and appealed
to students to leave their schools and colleges and join m the movements
It was resolved unanimously to support the Congress Working Committee's resolution. Cyclostyled copies of the daily bulletin, issued by the.
C. P. Marathi Congress Committee, were sold at the meeting.
A similar meeting held on the 6'th July in front of the foreign liquor
shop near the cotton market attracted an audience of about 1,000 persons.'
Punamchand Ranka again presided and speeches in support of the Congress Working Committee's resolution were made by Dr. Khare,. Dharmadhikari and one or two others. The resolution was again unanimously
supported b,y the audience. The proceedings were distinctly heard by
the police on duty, and it is understood that the war council have decided
to hold similar meetings daily in front of liquor shops.
Terrorist leaflets appealing to police and troops to resign have been
found pasted in the City and Civil Station.
Civ) S. B., C. P., 11-7-30.—It is understood that the Nagpur Congress
Committee does not at present intend to utilise volunteers for the
picketing of schools and colleges, but 'the ladies' group under Mrs. Kale
ex-M. L. C , has independently decided to picket all colleges except the
Medical. Engineering and Agricultural institutions, which are for technical education, from the 12th July. The students themselves seem to
be against a boycott, but it is proposed to organise a three day's hartal
from the -16th to the 19th July. Several students are reported to have
agreed to assist in the picketing of liquor shops outside college hours.
(v) S. B., G. P., 12-7-30.—News of M. S. Ane's arrest at Pusad reached
Nagpur too late on the evening of the 10th July for any public demonstration to be organised. He was congratulated at a public' meeting whxh'
*
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had already been arranged for the 11th. C. B. Parakh, chairman of the
municipal committee, took the chair, but refused to allow the first speaker,
Dr. N. B. Khare to move an amendment for the reading of Congress
resolution No. VI, and declared the meeting postponed. Dr. Khare,
however, took his place in the chair and continued the proceedings.
Other speakers, who included Salwe, Pandurang Sao, Dr. Cholkar and
G. D. Dhaole supported Dr. Khare's amendment, and the last named
moved a resolution congratulating Ane upon his conviction. Both
resolutions were unanimously adopted by the audience, which numbered
about 2,500 persons.
(q) Wardha, 5-7-30.—Anti-Government agitation continued throughout the week and anti-Government feeling increased. A number of
speeches openly abusing Indian Government servants have been made,
especially by N. M. Ghatwai against whom action is being considered.
Lalbar Khan who was prosecuted for intimidating the Wardha liquor
shopkeeper, was awarded one year's rigorous imprisonment. The prosecution of Tejram, secretary of the Wardha Taluka Congress Committee,
for distributing inciting leaflets to the police, has been sanctioned.
Altogether 18 meetings have been held throughout the district. Daily
flag processions continued in Wrrd'ia, Arvi and Hinganghat, and bi-weekly
flag processions have started in Deoli. Boycott of foreign cloth and
liquor have been the main features. Picketing of liquor shops continued
in Wardha town.
Hartals were observed in all towns on receipt of the news of Motilal
Nehru's arrest and meetings held to congratulate him.
*

*

•

(r) Yeotmal, 5-7-30.—Partial hartal was observed at Yeotmal on the
1st Julv to mark the arrest of Motilal Nehru. Two processions were
400
taken out :
the second, in the evening, of about 2.000. The students of the Municipal
f
Anglo-Vernacular School and he High School absented themselves to
join in and wore Gandhi caps and national badees. The evening procession passed round Government officers' bungalows.
Some 4/XX) persons attended a meeting held at the Town Hall under
the ^residency of M. S. Ane after the evening procession. T. S. Banat,
"leader, and editor of the Lokmat. Meghraj Marwadi, Mrs. Anandibai
f
Damle. K. R. Bapat. r>1e?der o Darwha. Nalain Sarangpani. Bachchu
?
Mahnrai and the nres dent made the usual speeches appealing for support
mi against the forest laws,
ing Motilal Nehru was pas
On the 2nd Julv. M
including 400 students, under the presidency of B. H. Jatkar, pleader.
Ane asked all bovs of 18 years of age and over to ioim the forest satyagrahk with or without the consent of their parents. Younger boys should
obtain the permission of their parents or guardians. He specially appealed to sons of Indian Government servants, saving that the strength of
the movement would be brought home to Government servants when
A-115—62-A.
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they were required to break the heads of their own children. On the
3rd July M. S. Ane left by motor for Pusad. He was garlanded and
presented with a purse of Rs. 500 by local merchants.
On the 4th July, a meeting of 2,500 persons, under the presidency of
Dr. Tambe gave a public send-off to 19 local volunteers for Pusad.
Bachchu and T. S. Bapat and
te speeches
Another volunteer was to be n
the number
of the batch to 20. Each volunteer was provided with a scythe to cut
grass.
Amraoti, Akola and Dhamangaon are reported to have each sent 10
volunteers direct to Pusad.
Objectionable anti-Government speeches were made by V. L. Kitkule
and Dudhane at a meeting at Wun on the 23rd June. They congratulated
the cloth merchants and tailors of Wun, who had undertaken not to
handle foreign cloth for a period of six months, and appealed for support
for Ane's fcrest satyagraha. Kitkule urged all Indian Government servants to resign. He declared that the Muhammadan Jamial-ul-Ulema
had promised 2,000 volunteers at the rate of 200 a day.
On the 28th June, Ane addressed a meeting of 300 persons at Pusad
under the presidency of R. V. Karandikar, pleader. Speaking in general of the Civil Disobedience Movement, Ane compared the povertv of
in England and described how
Indians with the
the British had consistently and designedly looted India during their
150 years' occupation of the country. He concluded with a powerful
appeal for help in his campaign against the forest laws.
*

*

Tense excitement prevails in Pusad town over the forthcoming defiance
of the forest laws. The population is roughly 7,000 of whom about
1,000 most of them Brahmans, are reported to be in sympathy with the
movement. The menial classes, Malis, Kamtis and Bhois. numbering
about 2,000 are much perturbed and are said to be thinking of temporarily
leaving the town. Local Muhammadans, who number some 1,500 are
actively in opposition.
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213. There has been an increase in agitation during the week tin the
more affected areas of the Province. M. S. Ane's forest satyagraha
campaign in Berar and the extention of liquor picketing in
and Nagpur
have stimulated public interest to some extent, while in Nagpur city the
A-115—62-B.
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students, whc have now returned after the vacation, are making themselves objectionable. Forest satyagraha is being planned in several more
areas
The C. P. Maratbi War Council has up to the present issued four
highly objectionable leaflets appealing to students to leave their schools
and colleges and devote themselves whole-heartedly to the national movement, and to their parents and guardians to persuade them to do so.
Action against the signatories of these four leaflets, Dr. N. B. Khare,
Nilkanthrao Deshmukh and M. G. Datar of the war council, is under
contemplation, as also against Punamchand Ranka, president of the war
council and Dharmadhikari, a member, whose speeches have been growing more and more intemperate, and who have been the chief organisers
of the Congress campaign aga'nst the loyalty of the police. P. K. Salwe,
who presided over a students' meeting held at Nagpur on the 13th July,
announced that the local Congress committee was at present unwilling
to take the responsibility of calling upon the students to leave their
schools and colleges and had decided, for the time being, to leave to the
question to the discretion of the students themselves. A resolution was
passed forming a Provincial indents' Union with a provisional executive
committee to examine the responsibilities of the students in the present
political situation. On the 14th Julv, the students of the Patwardhan
High School walked out in a body to protest against the arrest of
Drs. Patwardhan and Sonar at Amraoti and the conviction of
r
Dr. Munie at Pusad. Afte demonstrating in front of the Science and
the Morris Colleges, where they persuaded a few of the students to join
T ;
them, thev proceeded to the -Ts1op College where, after a certain amount
of stone-throwing, thev hoisted the Congress flag over the college building.
f
On the following day it was ornd that the flag had been removed during
the night and a crowd of rtudents from various schools and colleges
again demonstrated and re hoisted it. The Principal then dosed the
college until further notice, Dr. N. B. Khare of the C. P. Marathi War
Council, who was present at the spot, disclaimed all responsibility, and
addressing a students' m^et^e: held subpequentR said that the matter
was one which concerned the students alone. Meanwhile a dead-lock
has been reached. The flag is still flving and the college remains closed.
The Hislon College students, who had no hand in the business and who
subsequently convened a protest meeting of their own. are anxious to get
back to work, but neither thev nor the Congress willl take the responsibilitv of removing the flag, ard the Principal has declined to do so. From
the 14th Julv Congress volunteers started D'cketum the Government liauor
warehouse near the Cotton Market to prevent the issue of liquor to contractors. This has been successful and outside contractors are now unable
to take delivery of stocks.
The C. P. Marathi War Council has decided to start forest satvagraha
at a place near Talegaon in the Wardha district on the Nagpur-Amraoti
road, from the 1st August. Propaganda for this satyagraha is being
carried on in all Marathi districts, and batches of Volunteers are being
sent from Nagpur, Bhandara, Chanda, Wardha and Hinganghat. In the
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Wardha district, as at Nagpur, special efforts are being made by Congress
agitators to seduce the police from their loyalty, and Tejram, secretary
of the Waidha Taluq Congress Committee, has been sentenced to four
months' rigorous imprisonment for distributing copies of the Congress
resolution.
•

*

Interest in Berar has centred on M. S. Ane's forest satyagraha
campaign, which opened on the morning of the 10th July. Daily
batches of from 10 to 30 volunteers have been led out into the jungle
near Pusad, where they have proceeded to cut grass, and in some cases
small trees, and have been arrested by the police. M. S. Ane, who himself headed the first batch of 11 satyagrahis, was awarded six months'
simple imprisonment, under Section 379, I. P. C. Dr. Munje, who led
out the second batch, was sentenced under the same Section to imprisonment till the rising of the Court in default of payment of a fine of Rs. 5.
At the invitation of the local satyagraha committee, Munje repeated the
process the following day and was awarded a week's simple imprisonment in default of payment of a fine of Rs. 10. K. V. Sahasrabudhe,
who led out the next batch on the 13th July, was sentenced to two consecutive terms of six months' regorous imprisonment each under Sections
379 and 117, I. P. C. P. C. Joglekar of Akola, who followed on the
14th, was sentenced to five weeks' regorous imprisonment in default of
payment of a fine of Rs. 15. In all cases the volunteers were leniently
dealt with. Spectators at the spot have been uniformly good-humoured,
and since the day of Munje's second conviction their numbers have
steadily diminished. Well-attended meetings have been held daily at
Yeotmal to congratulate those convicted at all of which the speakers
have been abusively anti-Government and have expressed considerable
resentment at the conviction of the leaders for mommon theft. On the
12th July, Drs. Soman and Patwardhan were arrested at Amraotii, under
Section 108, C. P. C. A crowd of several thousands collected in front
of the Kotwali, damaged the lorries which had been sent to escort the
accused to the jail and vigorously stoned the building, so that the removal
of the accused was only effected with considerable difficulty. The crowd
was eventually induced to disperse, but not before a police party under the
District Superintendent of Police had been subjected to further stoning.
The arrests at Pusad and Amraoti led to increasied enthusiasm in Akola
city, and well-attended meetings were held to congratulate the arrested
leaders. The arrest of Brijlal Biyani and P. B. Gole on the 14th July,
under Section 108, C. P. C , gave rise to considerable excitement.
*

*

*

*

POLITICAL. POLITICO—RELIGIOUS AND RACIAL MOVEMENTS
1

'

•

214. (a) Akola, 15-7-30.—Copies of the Congress resolution appealing
to pol'ce and troons were distributed outside the Lines and Kotwali at
Akola on the 9th July, by Mrs. Durgatai Joshi and Miss Pramihbai Oak.
.They had no effect on the constables and no action is advisable.
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about 1,000 persons was taken 01
of M. S. Ane. It terminated with

10th July

persons.
about 10,000 persons was held on the day that
of the arrest of Drs. Soman and Patwardhan was received. The chief
speech was made by P. B. Gole.
The boys of the Municipal Anglo-Vernacular schools stayed away from
school on the 11th July and formed a procession to celebrate Ane's arrest.
They marched to the High School where they made a demonstration.
One of the Anglo-Vernacular school boys climbed on the High School
building and hoisted the Congress flag. It was taken down by the Head
Master, after which it was hoisted on a tree. As it was then about
4 p.m., the high school was closed and some of the boys joined the procession. Later on, a meeting of tht high school boys was held under
the presidentship of Gole. He thoroughly condemned the action of the
Municipal Anglo-Vernacular school boys in invading the High School
premises and behaving as they did.
Brijlal Biyani and P. B. Gole were arrested in Akola on the afternoon
of the 14th July. They are to be tried under Section 108, C. P. C. on
in the town. A meeting of
the 16th. There is
about 12,000 persons was held on the evening on the 14th and throughout
the night processions were taken out at different times.
A batch
The situation in the
Akola for Pusad on the 5th July. Govind Singh,
i was one of the oartv. made seditious soeeches at
Akot
Ansingh. A batch of 11 satyagrahis from Khamgaon halted at Wasim
where a meeting was held.
f Muhammadans paraded the streets of Ako
Government and against the Civil Disobedi
Movement.
(b) (i) Amraoti, 12-7-30.—There is no change in the political situation.
High School boys at Morsi have been giving trouble. Elsewhere activities are chiefly directed towards the breaking of forest laws at Jfusad,
and volunteers are arriving from the different taluqs. Up to the present
125 have arrived in Amraoti whence they are proceeding to Pusad in
batches by motor, ,
At Amraoti, Dr. Bhojraj presided at a meeting of 3,500 persons at
which S. V. Gokhale, pleader, Keshav Shaligram, Dr. Patwardhan and
Watkar of Chandur Railway spoke. The latter's speech was most
objectionable. Patwardhan stated that monthly subscriptions were being
received from banias, tailors, grain grinders and motor services, and said
that chaprasis and Government servants were either subscribing or prosubscribe
Pandit Motilal Nehru
procession of over 5,000 persons and a meeting at which more than
0,000 persons were present. Farkhade of Warud (Morsi taluq), Bhagwan
Singh of Daryapur and Soman of Amraoti, all made objectionable
speeches.
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Elsewhere the agitators mentioned last week have continued to be
active. Dr. Pimparkar of Paratwada has started a large number of
village Congress committees in the last few weeks, and the hostile attitude of the people at Paratwada as chiefly his work.
(li) S: B., C. P., 21-7-30.—Drs. Soman and Patwardhan were arrested
at Amraoti, under Section 108, C. P. C , on the 12th July. A crowd of
several thousands collected in front of the koiwali, the tyres of two lorries
which had been sent to escort the accuseci to the jail were cut to pieces,
and the Kotwali was stoned. Dr. Patward.ian, who himself volunteered to
pacify the crowd, was permitted to address them, but was hit on the
face with a stone. A third lorry was eventually procured and the
accused despatched. The crowd was eventually induced to disperse, but
not before the police party under the 1 isirict Superintendent of Police
had been subjected to further stoning.
(g) Buldana, 113^7-30.—The usual; speeches have been* delivered
throughout the district, but mainly in Buldana and the Khamgaon taluq.
Forest satyagraha is the chief topic now, and one captain and ten
volunteers have left Khamgaon for Pusad.
The other theme is the flying of national flags on schools. Satyagraha
has been gomg on for some days because the students want the flags
flown on the High School at Khamgaoi*. Extra police have had to be
sent, but the boys are to be allowed to sit on the road in the rain.
There is also talk of flying flags on Government schools in Nandura and
Malkapur. Korde and Dr. Parasnis are behind this movement.
(h) Chanda, 14-7-30.—Processiors and meetings were held at various
places in the district during the week. Khushalchand and Dwadishwar of
Chanda and the local Honorary Magistrates were prominent in a meeting
held at Mul on the 6th July. Dwadishwar's speech was particularly
objectionable. All the speakers tried to impress the audience with the
f&ct that the proposed forest satyagraha was to be launched only of the
redress the just grievances of the ryot. No< mention was made of the
real object of making it impossible for Government to carry on.
Strenuous endeavours are being made tc induce villagers to graze their
cattle in Government forest without passes, and forest contractors to
boycott the forest auctions which are to be held on the 17th and 18th
July.
A procession of about 500 small school boys headed by Mahesh Das
paraded the streets of Chanda on the 12th July. A meeting was held
later and several small boys made speeches.
It is said that the Pleaders' party is trying to raise Rs. 40,000 to
carry on the forest satyagraha.
A meeting or about 1,500 persons was held in Chanda on the 13tb
July to congratulate M. S. Ane on his arrest and to advertise the forest
satyagraha movement. Several Pleaders were prominent. It was
announced that three volunteers, including one Marutirao, a brother of
the ex-constable mentioned above, were being sent to Pusad.

(n) (i) S. B., C. P., 14-7-30.—On the 13th July, a meeting of students
was convened at Nagpur. under the presidency of P. K. Salve. About
1,000 students attended and about 100 women. Salve announced that
the Congress was at present unwilling to take the responsibility of calling
upon the students to leave their schools and colleges and had decided,
for the time being, to leave the question to the discretion of the students
themselves. He proposed a resolution to form a Provincial Students'
Union with a provisional executive committee to examine the responsibility of the students in the present political situation. S. T. Dharmadhikari read out a leaflet issued by the Central Provinces Marathi War
Council appealing to parents and guardians to exhort their wards to
respond to the call of their country and pointing out the uselessness of
a college education. All students, he said, should suspend their studies
and join in the fight for freedom. Similar speeches were made by
Miss Abhyankar, Mrs. Kale and M. J. Kanitkar. Salve's resolution, as
well as a second resolution proposed by P. M. Naidu condemning
Government for declaring the All-India Congress Working Committee an
unlawful body and for its general policy of repression, was unanimously
adopted.
Partial hartal was observed in Nagpur on the 13th July on account of
Dr. Munje's arrest and conviction at Pusad. A meeting convened in
the evening to congratulate him was attended by about 1,000 persons.
Punamchand Ranka presided, and Dharmadhikari and Dr. Khare made
short appropriate speeches.
Punamchand Ranka is to leave Nagpur on the 23rd July with the first
party of volunteers for Talegaon in Arvi tahsil, where it has been
decided to start forest satyagraha on the 1st August (Tilak Day). The
party is to cover the distance on foot.
(ii) 5. B., C. P., 15-7-30.—-To protest against the arrest of
Drs. Patwardhan and Soman at Amraoti and the conviction of Dr. Munje
at Pusad, the students at the Patwardhan High School in Nagpur walked
out on strike on the morning of the 14th July. They proceeded to
demonstrate in front of the Science and Morris College, where they
persuaded a few of the students to join them. They also visited the
New English School and the Hislop Colleges and broke some window
panes. A batch of them hoisted the national flag over the Hislop
College building and Dharmadhikari, who addressed, told them to
keep it flying there at all costs.
On the 14th July, Congress volunteers started picketing the Government
liquor warehouse near the cotton market to prevent the issue of liquor
to contractors. Speaking at the usual meeting in front of the Cotton
Market liquor bar on the evening of the 14th, S. T. Dharmadhikari and
Punamchand, who presided, urged the social boycott of liquor drinkers
as well as vendors, since mere picketing of liquor shops had not been
sufficient, and appealed to caste panchavats to use their influence in
this direction. The same speakers similarly addressed a small meeting
of about 300 persons held later in the Sadar Bazaar. The Congress
resolution relating to police and troops was read out by a volunteer.
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Dr. Hidgewar left for Pusad on the evening of the 14th July, with
three volunteers of the Rashtriya Swayam Sewak Sangh."
the
found that the
national flag which had been noisted over the Hislop College building
had been removed during the night. A crowd of students from various
the college and a party of
schools and colleges collected
The
hoisted
further notice.
declined
students at the Town Hall after the
bility. Addressing a meeting
incident, he said that it was the students who had hoisted the national
flag over the Hislop College and it was for
that
honour of the flag was upheld.
\ A private meeting of the students of
of the
the Hislop College was held on
the Raghuvir Theatre. About 400
the morning of the 16th July
;olved that no student from the Hislop
students attended. The meetinj
College had anything to do with the hoisting of the flag which had been
t consequently the Hislop College
th the removal of the flag which
have nothing
students
those who had hoisted it. It was
concern
further resolved that all the Hislop College* students were prepared to
soon as
a
spectator
half-way
through
the
Dr. Khare
admitted
proceedings
reached. The
remains closed. The Hislop College students are anxious to get back to
neither
nor the Congress will take the responsibility
removing the flag and the Principal has declined to do so. Meanwhile
the students union formed at Salve's meeting on the 13th has failed to
decision
small boys perpetually move
arrive at any
objectionable. They
make
abusive towards the police on duty.
(

•
*

*

*

(iv) Nagpur, 20-7-30.—On the 11th July, oni the occasion of Ane's
arrest, the Neil City High School of which he was an old boy, walked
out and made demonstrations at all schools and colleges. The Patwardhan High School and many girl students also came out, and a procession
of 1,000 boys proceeded to the gymkhana cricket ground where a meeting
was held.
For tiie last few days bands of boys from 10 to 14 years of age
who refused to go to school are roaming the streets, and point constables
are being subjected to considerable annoyance and insult.
1 Ths correct name is Hidgewar. Tlr Polic: a^thorftr s have not spklt it properly.
Hence we have corrected this name wherever it occurred in subsequent pages.
2 Volunteers at the RSS founded by Dr. Hedgewar did participate in civil disobedience
and suffered jail u n der Dr Hedgewar's lead.

985
(v) Nagpur, 27-7-30.—Picketing of the city liquor shops and warehouse
continues. Police assistance has been offered to contractors to enable
them to draw liquor without danger, but has been refused, and at a
meeting of contractors with the District Magistrate a few days ago they
expressed themselves as satisfied with the present arrangements, and utf
the present they refuse to .draw liquor. Sales at the shops 'are very
small.
Small Congress meetings have been held in different mohallas on the
10th, 14th (two), 15th and 19th July. At these meetings stress has been
laid on liquor picketing and the need for more volunteers, and the
Congress resolution affecting police and troops has been reiterated and
put to the vote. The meeting of the 17th was in Mominpura and designed to draw the Muhammadans. There was much opposition and the
meeting dissolved before the resolution could be put to the vote.
(vi) Nagpur, 20-7-30.—-In the dehat there is little trouble except at
Umred, where the warehouse continues to be picketed and the liquor
shop has run dry. Action is under contemplation. Under the leadership of Lokhre the former talk of boycott has ceased and is being
condemned.
Picketing of liquor shops continues with a no great vigour in Narkhed,
Kondhali, Katol and Ramtek, and occasionally at Parseoni.
(vii) Nagpur, 27-7-30.—Two small processions of Mahars and one of
Koshtis were taken out during the week in sympathy with the movement.
(viii) S. B.f C. P., 17-7-30.—A performance given by the Samarth
Dramatic Company on the 16th July at Nagpur for the benefit of the
Congress Hospital at Bombay fetched Rs. 1,800.
(ix) S. B., C. P., 21-7-30—-The situation in Nagpur city has deteriorated
considerably during the past week following the return of a large number
of students for the opening of the local schools and colleges. The
C. P. Marathi War Council has upto the present issued four highly
objectionable leaflets appealing to students to leave their schools and
colleges and devote themselves whole heartedly to the national movement,
and to their parents and guardians to persuade them to do so. The
signatories of these four leaflets, Dr. N. B. Khare, Nilkanthrao Deshmukh
and M. G. Datar of the C. P. Marathi War Council, are shortly to be
prosecuted under Section 108 C. P. C Similar cases are being put up
also against Punamchand Ranka, G. D. Dhaole and Dharmadhikari,
whose speeches have been growing more and mere intemperate, and who
have been the chief organisers of the Congress campaign against the
loyalty of the police!
Wardha 13-7-30—Congress agitation has intensified during the
week and 22 meetings were' held in various towns and villages. Tej
etary of Wardha Taluq Con;
imnrisonment
for
four months i-inntYMK!
^e~—- —
—
, -, ,
- ,
r
resolution appealing to police and troops. Hartals were observed for
this and also for Ane's arrest and conviction and several processions were
taken cut After the conviction of Taj; Ram, four local agitators attempt_.i . . .1' _^
i „ u„ j:o^;v«,tir.„ dmilflr leaflets in the Reserve Police
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Lines. They were turned out with a warning and did not return. The
processionists indulged in free abuse of Government and Government
servants. In Wardha some of them halted in front of the police station
and abused the police. The biggest procession was the one on the
occasion of Ane's conviction. It consisted of about 4,000 persons and
was taken through the civil station. Some of the schools remained closed
on hartal days, while an attempt to make the Government High School
close down led to the breaking of some window panes.
Congress agitators are making determined efforts to seduce the police
from their loyalty. Besides the distribution of copies of the Congress
resolution, threatening notices have been pasted up locally and sent oy
post to various officers. Individual policemen have been publicly insulted
and police ieporters at meetings have been abused and harassed. So far,
one police constable has resigned in sympathy with the Civil Disobedience
Movement. He subsequently delivered an anti-Government speech in a
big Congress meeting.
The C. P. Marathi War Council has definitely decided to start forest
satyagraha at a place near Talegaon in this district on the NagpurAmraoti road from the 1st August. Arvi will be the centre and it is
hoped to obtain 500 volunteers from the Arvi tahsil alone. Action under
Section 117 I. P. C. will be taken where necessary.
Picketing of liquor shops continues at Wardha, Temba and Hingni.
(u) (i) Yeotmal, 13-7-30.—M. S. Ane's forest satyagraha campaign
opened on the morning of th« 10th July. The previous evening Ane
appealed for support at a meeting of about 1,500 persons held at Pusad
under the presidency of Dinkar Kanade Shastri of Buldana.
On the morning of the 10th, Ane made a final appeal to gathering of
some 2,000 persons in the bed of the Pus river, and at 9-30 a. m. left
by motor with ten volunteers for Belgawan to cut grass.
On arrival at the selected place the satyagrahis were warned by police
and forest authorities, but persisted in removing a small quantity of grass.
The 11 members of the party were t l m formally arrested, making no
resistance, and were conveyed to the Pusad tahsil, where four volunteers
were released and the remainder sentenced to six months' imprisonment
each, under Section I. P. C. Ane was sentenced to simple imprisonment
only, and the others to rigorous imprisonment.
On the 11th July, Dr. Munje similarly led out a party of ten satyagrahis,
and all were arrested, six were however released on arrival at the tahsil.
Dr. Munje was sentenced to a fine of Rs. 5 under Section 379 I. P. C. or,
in default, imprisonment till the rising of the Court. He declined to pay
the fine. The remaining four volunteers were convicted under the same
Section* but admonished and set at liberty, under Section 562 C. P. C.
Brijial Biyani of Akola, president of the Berar War Council, Dr. B. H.
Tembe of Yeotmal, Dr. Patwardhan of Ammoti, Dinkar Kanade Shastri of
Buldana, B. G. Khaparde of Amraoti, Shankar Rao Sarnaik of Yeotmal,
K. V. Sahasrabudhe of Akola and Mrs. Durgatai Joshi of Akola were all
present at Pusad and formed a local satyagraha committee. Deciding that
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Government's policy aimed at minimising the importance of the movement and thus damping public enthusiasm, they invited Dr. Munje to
take out another party of satyagrahis the following day, which he agreed
to do.
Accordingly, on the 12th July, Munje led, out a batch of 30 volunteers,
which included the 14 members of previous batches who had escaped
imprisonment. All were arrested. The 16 new volunteers were released
on arrival at the tahsil, while Dr. Munje and the 14 old offenders were
each awarded a fine of Rs. 10 or, in default, one week's imprisonment,
simple in Munje's case and rigorous for the volunteers. The fines were
not paid.
At the time of his second arrest Dr. Munje held up his axe before
handing it over to the police and said that, though he was well able to
use it, he gave it up in accordance with the spirit of non-violence.
On the 10th and 11th July, some 500 persons collected at the spot to
watch the proceedings. On the 12th the Congress ran a free motor
service from Pusad and the number increased to about 2,000. Volunteers
and crowds were good-humoured.
On the 12th July, V. L. Kitkule and Baliram Ekbote were arrested at
Pusad, under Section 108 C. P. C , and sent to Yeotmal for trial.
There was a certain amount of excitement at Yeotmal on the 10th July,
following Ane's arrest, and several thousand persons asseembled to welcome
him on arrival. He was conveyed to the jail by a different route.
The local Congress Committee propises to start forest satyagraha also
at village Yelsani, six miles from Wasim on the Wasim-Pusad Road, at
village Lohara, four miles from Yeotmal on the Yeotmal-Darwha road,
and at Ghatanji.
(ii) Yeotmal, 15-7-30.—On the 10th July, K. V. Sahasrabudhe of Akola
led out a batch of 26 satyagrahis, including the 16th volunteers who had
been arrested but released the previous day. About 1,500 persons were
present at the spot. In addition to cutting grass, a number of the volunteers
cut down a small tree. They were all arrested and escorted to the tahil,
where the 10 first offenders; were set at liberty and the rest convicted.
Sahasiabudhe was sentenced to two consecutive terms of six months'
rigorous imprisonment, under Sections 379 and 117 I. P. C. Of the remaining 16, three were admonished, under Section 562 C. P. C. and 13 fined
Rs. 10 each but preferred the alternative of one month's rigorous
imprisonment.
On the 14th July, Govind Trimbak Pathak, an aged Congress worker
of Pusad, headed a batch of 22 volunteers. He first complimented the
police on their forbearance and warned the satyagrahis not to jeer or
shout at them. The whole batch was arrested. Fourteen who were first
offenders, were released and the rest sentenced to one month's rigorous
imprisonment in default of payment of fines. About 800 persons
witnessed the arrests.
On the 15th July, a batch of 23 volunteers was led out by Parashram
Chintaman Joglekar of Akola. About 400 persons were present at the
scene. Joglekar was sentenced to five week's rigorous imprisonment in
default of payment of a fine of Rs. 15 and 14 volunteers to one month's
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rigorous imprisonment in default of payment of fines of Rs. 10 each.
released
Tn
Pusad
nearly Rs. 17,000 for the satyagraha fund.
Action is contemplated against a few of the locals who are housing
the volunteers from outside, as well as against Sarnaik and Dinkar Kanade
Shastri of Buldana. who are actively supporting the movement,
A large meeting of about 7,000 persons held at Yeotmal on the 10th
July, under the presidency of B. H. Jatkar, pleader, unanimously passed
a resolution appreciating Ane's sacrifice and urging every one to follow
his example. The speakers were L. K. Oak. T. S. Bapat, D. K. Kane.
Mrs. Anandibai Damle, G. N. Kothekar, pleader, Sitaram Marwari,
Narain Sarangpani and Sonchand Darda, a merchant, all of
Yeotmal. Their speeches were abusively anti-Government, and considerable resentment was expressed at Ane's conviction for common theft.
Another meeting of about 5,000 persons was held at Yeotmal on the
11th July following the arrest of Dr. Munje, L. K. Oak, pleader, was in
the chair, and D. K. Kane moved the resolution congratulating Dr. Munje
and the volunteers as well as V. R. Kitkule and Baliram Ekbote on
their arrest. The meeting was also addressed by B. H. Jatkar. A. R. Tijare
Tikaram Seth and Chhaganlal Marwari.
T. S. Bapat presided over a similar meeting of about 5,000 persons at
Yeotmal on the 12th July. Ex-clerk Gondhalekar, who was the chiet
speaker, criticised the Government for secretly trying Kitkule and Ekbote
in the jail.
Another meeting of about 5,000 persons was held at Yeotmal on the
13th July to congratulate Dr. Patwardhan, Dr. Soman, Sahasrabudhe and
26 volunteers on their arrest. M. P. Kothe, M. L. C , (who is reported
to have resigned his membership 0? the Council), was in the chair.
Sonchand Darda, the first speaker, described police atrocities and alleged
that a mounted police sergeant had injured a number of people at
Amraoti at the time of the arrest of Drs. Patwardhan and Soman and
would have fired his revolver if Dr. Patwardhan had not caught his hand
and prevented him. The president criticised Ane's conviction for theft
as mere foolishness. He asked how many persons would be sent to jail
as thousands were ready to continue the movement. He commended
Sahasrabudhe as nobel worker for his country.
Meetings were held at Wun, on. the 10th July, to congratulate Ane and
oh the 12th July to congratulate Kitkule and Dr. Munje on their arrest.
ate a procession with an effigy was taken out and there
George V is dead. The effigy was burnt on the public
(office)
Warora arrived at Wun
and addressed a meeting of women, whom she urged to spin yarn, boycott
foreign cloth and be ready to join the forest satyagraha. This was
followed by a small procession of girls. Meetings were also held at
ras and Darwha to show sympathy for those arrested at Pusad.
*

\ *

• *
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GENERAL SUMMARY

216. In each of the three Congress provinces agitation has continued.
In Nagpur city, the students and school boys, instigated by the Congress,
continue their activities, and the arrest of four prominent members of the
C. P. Marathi War Council caused some temporary excitement. As
regards Berar, the Yeotmal forest satyagraha has been shifted to within
a few miles of Yeotmal itself as the Pusad area was found unsuitable.
Similar satyagraha has now been started within a few miles of Amraoti.
In the Amraoti district, action has been taken against leaders in the city,
where an increasing tendency to violence had manifested itself, as well as
in the Morsi taluq which had become badly disaffected.
*

In Nagpur the students and school boys have continued to make the
situation more difficult. Numerous students' meetings have been held
at which various speakers have urged the student population to suspend
their studies and plunge into the movement and national flags have been
hoisted over several educational establishments including the Robertson
Medical School. P. K. Salve and P. M. Naidu have started a Marathi
Madhya Pranta Nava Yuvak Sangh with the declared object of promoting
the formation of separate unions in all schools and colleges, to be
subordinate to the students' union. On two occasions students and
school boys walked out en masse : on the first occasion to protest against
the firing by the police at Jubbulpore, in which it was rumoured that
two Robertson College students had been wounded, and to mark the arrest
of Nilkanthrao Ghatwai at Hinganghat. The second occasion was the day
following the arrest of the president, secretarv and two members of the
C. P. Marathi War Council which was effected
on the 21st July.
Complete hartal was observed in the city and a mass procession,
numbering about 20.000 in which students, millhands, Koshtis and a
number of merchants participated, paraded the city and ended with
two well-attended meetings in the Chitnavis Park. The Congress (lag
which had been hoisted over the Hislop College, the students of which
are not openly in sympathy with the movement was formally removed by
the Indian professors of the college on the 21st July and handed over
to the Naepur Congress Committee.
The first party of volunteers of forest satyagraha at Taleeaon left
Naspur on the 24th Julv. It includes volunteers from the Nagpur,
Bhandara, Wardha and Chanda districts and is under the leadership of
Tikekar. the new president of the war council. This satyagraha has been
widely advertised throughout the Marathi districts and will probably be
well supported. Action is under contemplation against several of the

leaders both of Nagpur and Wardha, for instigation and it is hoped that
this step may cause some disorganisation.
POLITICAL, POLITICO-RELIGIOUS AND RACIAL MOVEMENTS

217. (a) Akola, 20-7-30.—Brijlal Biyani and P. B. Gole have been
sentenced to one year's simple imprisonment under Section 108, C. P. C.
There was less excitement than might have been expected. Only about
5,01)0 persons attended the meeting following the announcement of the
sentences. The speeches were mild an tone.
Zainuddin of Karanja, who has made violent speeches at Akola and
Amraoti has been arrested under Section 108, C. P. C. His conviction
should have a good effect.
On the whole, conditions in the district have been improved. There is
a falling of the picketing of liquor shops in Akola. There are rumours
that forest satyagraha is to be started at Patur on the 26th July.
*

•

*

(b) Amraoti, 12-7-30.—The week has been noteworthy for an increasing tendency towards violence in Amraoti town. On the 4th July, after
a meeting in which Bamangaonkar had vehemently attacked Government...
and Government servants, and Gulab Rao Baxi had advocted violence
about a dozen volunteers prevented the constables sent for the purpose
from removing the chairs and tables used for the reporters. The furniture
was damaged and constable sustained a slight injury to his foot from
a chair being thrown at him. Eventually the removal was effected.
On the 8th July, the effigy of an European was taken out in procession holding what purported to be the Simon Report in its hand.
The effigy was shoe-beaten and spat upon throughout the procession,
and was finallv burnt in Jog Square. By this time the crowd has
increased to about 2,000 persons. A meeting was then addressed by
Zainuddin of Karanja who impressed on his audience the virtue of
stoning Europeans whenever possible, and the police when Europeans
were not available. The meeting ended in general stone-throwing at the
reporters, of whom one Sub-Inspector sustained an unpleasant injury
just below eye.
At a subsequent meeting the same night Zainuddin was garlanded in
congratulation for his violent speech, and it was announced that the
stone-throwing had been the work of the C. L D.
On the 11th July, all schools were made to close down by volunteers
who insisted on an account of Ane's arrest
On the l?th July the Civil Surgeon on his way to the Main Hospital
met a procession of volunteers and school bovs who. without any kind of
provocation, stoned him, a large stone smashing the wind-screen of his
car.
. These incidents culminated in the disturbance which occurred on the
arrest of Drs Patwardban and Soman on the 12th Julv. The mob on this
occasion was composed of volunteers, forest satyagrahis from Pusad, rift
*
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raff of all sorts and schools boys. Its attitude was undoubtedly the result
of the intemperate speaking for which Amraoti has been remarkable
during the last two months,
A similar spirit is evident in other centres, such as Chandur Railway
and Morsi.
(ii) Amraoti, 19-7-30.—Forest satyagraha has been proceeding at
Wadali, near Amraoti, since the 17th July. The following leaders have
been arrested :
17th July.
War
20th July.—T. G. Joshi, Secretary of the District Congress Committee.
23rd July.—Ratan Lai Kale.
Bhojraj was awarded six months' simple imprisonment. Joshi, who was
arrested under Section 117, I. P. C , one year.
Some 50 odd volunteers have been arrested, of seven have submitted
complete apologies and undertakings. All those tried up-to-date have
got six months' imprisonment.
The crowd on the first day numbered nearly 10,000. Subsequent
attendance has been smaller, varying from 3,000 to 500 persons.
On the 21st July, some 30 villagers, who had been deceived by the
satyagrahis going into the more distant jungles to cut grass without
passes, were rounded up. All were arrested and put in jail and have
since been released. This action has had good results.
The Deputy Superintendent took out a party of 20 Special Armed
Force to Morsi on the 21st July and arrested on 22nd Farkade at the
Congress Office at Morsi and N. G. Deshpande and B. A. Mohril at Warud.
These arrests were on summons under Section 108, C. P. C. 35 men in all
were taken to Warud, including men of the Morsi and Benoda Police
Stations. A crowd of 2,000 or 3,000 people at once gathered at Warud.
On way back to Morsi police arrested Ramrao Deshmukh under
Section 117, C. P. C
After lodging these prisoners in Morsi Police Station, Jaggulal and
Paiankar were duly arrested the latter in the course of a meeting at Warud.
Morsi taluq is in a bad state; it is a question of re-establishing authority
everywhere. Arrests which could have been made bv a Sub-Tnspector and
five men two months ago could not easily be made with less than 30 today.
A show of force is, however, very effective. Every village on the main
road is filled with a howling mob and the same is the case in most
villages of the interior.
Muhammadans are generally pro-Government though some have been
won over, most display an admirable loyalty. The non-Brahmins, who
were on Government side two months aeo, are now universallv with the
Congress partv
The Deputv Superintendent a.nd the Sub-Divisional
Madstiate with the Special Armed Force remained at Morsi for day or two.
%

*

*

*

*

Drs. Patwardhan and Soman were each awarded one vear's
imprisonment and have been transferred to the Khandwa Jail.

simple
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B. G. Khaparde and Gokhale are the main supporters of the movement
in Amraoti at present, but work chiefly behind the scenes.
(e) Bhandara, 22-7-30.—Congress volunteers attempted to picket the
Government forest auctions held at Bhandara on the 16th July. Their
efforts were successfully countered by the police and the sales fetched a
considerably higher amount than last year. In the evening R. R. Pathak
presided over a meeting attended by about 1,000 persons at which
Patwardhan, Girdharlal Lodulal, Chaturbhuj and Damle spoke condemning
the public for not assisting in picketing the auctions.
On the I4th July, in a meeting of about 300 persons at Bhandara
presided over by Sakharam Badhai, Shendurnikar described the forest
law satyagraha at Pusad. Resolutions were passed congratulating Ane
and Munje,
Volunteers are being enrolled daily at Bhandara. It is rumoured that
liquor warehouses in the district will shortly be picketed.
Foreign cloth shops at Mohali and the liquor shop at Dighori were
picketed from the 9th July. The Congress Committee has opened a dispensary at Tumsar.
On the 15th July, Pathak spoke at a meeting of about 200 persons at
Paoni. He said that Europeans should be driven out of the country as
they hindered Indians from gaining independence. He urged boycott of
foreign cloth and liquor, but his appeal for volunteers met with no response.
(g) Buldana, 20-7-30.—Forest satyagraha is still the chief theme of meetings held throughout the district, a large number of which are reported
from the Khamgaon taluq.
*

*

*

Bhikam Singh has taken it upon himself to collect the volunteers and
money in this district and has spoken in Maskapur, Nandura, Jalgaon and
Chikhli. He has a set form of semi-historical speech which describes the
five waves of oppression by the British 1857, 1897, 1908, 1920 and 1930.
He has been, as usual, abusive of Government and Government servants
and at Malkapur was particularly so, insomuch that the president said
afterwards that bis remarks were not in keeping with Gandhi's creed of
non-violence. Bhikam Singh kept harping on the fight with and the removal
of the British Government.
There have been very few meetings in villages.
Anti-Government
speaking has had a marked effect on school children throughout the
district, and in Buldana and Jalgaon the boys have been rebuked by
several speakers for their rude and undisciplined behaviour.
The national flag satyagraha at the Government High School at
Khamgaon ended on the 13th July. It started on 8th, and by the end
of the week the satvaeralrs had dwindled from 183 to about 60. Several
parents took the^r children away and repeated efforts ot a compromise
were made by the pleaders and saner persons of Khamgaon, but Korde
was obstinate. On the 12th July, the school was closed.
On the 13th, to encourage the satyagraha, the usual Sunday procession
was augmented and taken past the High School instead of the Tilak
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Maidan. It is said to numbered about 10,000 persons. As the mob
would not disperse, six constables with lathis were ordered to push them
back, during which action two persons received slight injuries. Before
this the armed guard had been ordered to load, and one constable
accidentally pressed the trigger. The rifle went off in the air, but it had
the effect of temporarily scattering the crowd. The mob were later
persuaded to disperse, but a crowd had meanwhile collected at the police
station. They also subsequently went away after Korde had been
garlanded.
*

*

'

T

• *

On the J4th July, a procession was held and partial hartal observed in
honour of the satyagrahis, but at the subsequent meeting Korde ended his
speech by asking everybody to be ready to break the forest law.
Dinkar Kanade Shastri having carefully avoided arrest in Pusad and
Amraoti, arrived at Khamgaon on the 19th July, and spoke about breaking the forest laws. He also spoke in Buldana on the 20th July, and
described the Pusad affair and Ane's arrest.
He said that forest satyagraha is to be started somewhere in this
district in a week, or at any rate by the 1st August, and that he has
written to Bamangaonkar of Amraoti to ask whether it should be at
Buldana or Khamgaon. He obviously does not want to go to ja.il under
Section 379. I. P. C. and is marking time to see the result of Jayakar's
interview with Gandhi.
At a meeting in Khamgaon on the 20th July, Korde announced that it
had been decided to start forest satyagraha at Khamgaon on the 25th
and Dr. Parasnis is to lead the first batch of ten volunteers. Korde will
lead the third. The jungle to be exploited is at Januna, two miles from
Khamgaon and it is fir§t proposed to send all the Khamgaon cattle into it to graze.
This Januna block is to be auctioned on the 22nd July, and the meeting
held at Khamgaon on 20th, decided that any one who bid for it would
be boycotted.
(h) Chanda, 22-7-30.—Numerous processions were taken out in Chanda
and Warcra during the week. Those in Chanda consisted of from 1,500
to 2,500 persons.
Meetings were held at Warora, Bhandak and Mul. A Congress committee was formed at Bhandak and three persons gave in their names as
volunteers. Picketing of liquor shops at Warora continues successfully.
Some Mahars of Mul who attended the meeting at that place walked out
in disgust, saying that they did not want Swaraj.
Balwant Rao Deshmukh of Chanda delivered an unobjectionable lecture
at Brahmapuri on the 12th July during a visit there in connection with a
court case.
The three volunteers for forest satyagraha left for Pusad on the
13th July.
A meeting; of merchants held in Chanda on the 15th July was attended
by about 1,000 persons-. A resolution was passed condemning the
A-115-63-A.
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respectively policy of Government. Krishna Komti, Sheoraj Bhai and
Khushalchand spoke.
A large procession in Chanda on. the 16th July was composed mainly
of school boys. Khushalchand, Govind Rao, Maheshdas and several
youths spoke at a meeting held afterwards. The students were urged to
boycott their schools. The meeting seemed to favour the Round Table
Conference, provided Gandhi were invited.
The South Chanda forest auctions were held at Chanda on,.the 17th
,000
persons
July.
on the main road to watch the proceedings. As a result of this, the
contractors who came did not attend the sales. The crowd was obstructing the main road and causing damage to private compounds and had
to be dispersed. A few persons are sad to have sustained slight injuries.
When driven back the crowd started to stone the police, but was eventually
pacified by the arrival of Khushalchand, who at once organised a
procession.
A meeting of the Pleaders' party was held in Chanda on the 17th July.
Balwant Rao Deshmukh and other pleaders spoke, but their speeches
audience
followers of the Congr
meeting
ctors who did not bid at the auction on the 17th were congratulated
(incidentally most of the contractors are submitting sealed tenders).
conflict
the crowd and the police.
Some persons said
to have been injured
were garlanded by
Khushalchand.
(ii) S. B., C. P., 23-7-30.—Complete hartal was observed at Nagpur on
the 22nd July following the arrest of the president, secretary and two
members of the C. P. Marathi War Council the mills also being closed.
With the exception of the Anjuman Iigh School all the schools and colleges
were vacated, the students forming a procession which terminated in a
public meeting at the Congress Park in Craddock Town under the auspices
of the Students' Union. Dr. B. S. Munje presided and Mrs. Kale and two
students made speeches. Resolutions were passed congratulating the
arrested leaders and recognising the authority of the Students' Union.
Meanwhile G. D. Dhaole addressed a meeting of mill-hands and others in
the Chitnavis Padk. During the day the police on luty in the city were
subjected to considerable annoyance, especially by small parties of school
boys. At 4-30 p.m. Ganpatrao Tikekar, the new president of the War
Council, P. K. Salwe, Chhaganlal Bharuka, G. D. Dhaole, R. S. Ruikar,
Nandagaoli, Martand Jog and Mrs. Kale led out a mass protest procession
which had /ormed up at the Chitnavis Park. The procession marched
through Sitabuldi past the Morris College and the Kasturchand Part over
the railway bridge to Itwara and back to the Chitnavis Park. It was joined
by millhands, Koshtis and merchants including a few Parsi. and at time must
000 people. Very few Muhammadans
A-115—63-B.
*
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The police constables on point duty along the procession's route were withdrawn as a precaution and their places were taken by Congress volunteers,
Two meetings were held subsequently, a main meeting of about 6,000
persons under the presidency of Ganapatrao Tikekar and an overflow
meeting under E. S. Patwardhan of about 4,000. The speakers at the main
meeting were Hormusji Parsi, Nandagaoli, Mrs. Kale, Chhaganlal Bharuka.
N. K. Vaidya and G. D. Dhaole. They urged the sinking of all communal
and political differences and united allegiance to the Congress, and
proclaimed the determination of the war council to continue the Civil
Disobedience Movement at all costs. They were confident that the
proposed interview of Jayakar and Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru with Gandhi
would be unproductive and suggested that the removal of the point duty
constables along the route of the procession was an indication that
Government was soon to abdicate. The overflow meeting was similarly
addressed by the same speakers.
E. S. Patwardhan and G. D. Dhaole have been elected members of the
C. P. Marathi War Council. Chhaganlal Bharuka is taking over the editorship of the Congress Bulletin. It is now understood that the first batch
of forest satyagrahis for Talegaon is to be led by Ganapatrao Tikekar on
the 24th July.
(iii) S. B., C. P., 24-7-30.—About 1,000 persons, most of them college
students, and including about 100 women, attended a Congrers meeting
held in Sitabuldi on the 23rd July under the presidency of R. R. Pathak of
Bhandara. The speakers, Chhaganlal Bharuka, M. J. Kanitkar, N. K.
Vaidya, Kripa Shankar Niyogi, Miss Abhyankar and others, congratulated
the arrestled members of the C. P. Marathi War Council and urged the
otudents to leave their colleges and plunge whole-heartedly into the Civil
Disobedience Movement. They also appealed for volunteers for the
Talegaon forest satyagraha, and suggested a no-tax campaign in the near
future. Indian Government servants, particularly the police, were abused
and threatened with severe social boycott if they refused to resign service.
The president, closing the meeting, said that the C. P. Marathi War Council
would become a prisoners supplying agency and would furnish an endless
chain of volunteers for Congress work.
A further appeal to college students to suupend their studies for one
year and devote their energies to the Congress movement has been issued
by the C. P. Marathi War Council. Kanitkar, who is one of the signatories,
has been especially appointed for propaganda work amongst the students.
The principals of the Morris and the Science Colleges have issued a warning
to the effect that the colleges will have to be closed if the students persist
in frequently absenting themselves. This is understood to have caused
some apprehension.
(iv) S. B., C. P., 24-7-30.—Punamchand Ranka, president of the C. P.
Mara this War Council, Nilkanthrao Deshmukh, secretary, S. T. Dharmadhikari and Dr. N. B. Khare, members, were arrested under Section 109,
C. P. C. on the 21st July. All of them were sentenced on the 24th to
one year's simple imprisonment in default of security. Tikekar, a
retired railway contractor wihh little or no education, has been appointed
president of the War Council in place of Punamchand Ranka. while
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E. S. Patwardhan, a teacher and formerly a secretary of the Nagar
frequent demonstrations, processions and meetings. ,
(v) S. B., C. P., 28-7-30.—?. K. Salve lis reported to be doing his best
to win over the Momins to the Congress cause, and it is understood
that the Koshtis have threatened to boycott them commercially if they
do not join.
(vi) Nagpur, 26-7-30.—The week has been full of excitement with
frequent demonstrations, processions and meetings.
On the 19th July on the occasion fo Harkare's arrest the students of Neil
City High School, Sitabuldi, and the two New English High Schools walked
out. National flags were hoisted on the two latter schools and on the
Hanuman temple. A students" conference attended by 1,200 was held
in, the afternoon to condemn Government's repressive policy. In the
evening two public meetings to congratulate Harkare on his arrest were
attended by 800 and 900.
The 29th July was celebrated as Flag Day. There was big procession
and demonstration in the city in the morning attended by about 7,000
persons, including 700 ladies, and an equally large procession in the
evening passed through the city, Sitabuldi and Sadar and ended in a
public meeting. The Mahars also took out a small procession 200 strong.
(vii) Nagpur, 26-7-30.—The situation as regards picketing of liquor
shops and warehouse remains the same. At Billimoria's volunteers
have occasionally laid down in front of motors calling for supplies. The
whole question is now coming up for discussion.
*

*

*

In the interior picketing of liquor warehouses has started at Saon?x
and Ramtek, but supplies are being taken out. Picketing of liquor
ishop at Sirshi has started. Umred remains the same. There have been
many meetings, but the only one of any size was at Kondhali for forest
sayagraha propaganda. Khare, Dhaole and Deshmukh spoke and
about 4,000 persons attended.
The national flag has been hoisted over the Kamptee municipal office.
(v) Wardha, 22-7-30.—Anti-Government agitation has continued, 15
meetings being held in various towns and villages. The settlement of
the district and the impending forest satnyagraha at Talegaon were the
chief topics of the speakers. Non-Brahmans took an active part in the
agitation regarding the settlement. They are in favour of constitutional
methods however, and intend to send a deputation to Government. The
Largest meeting was at Wardha, at which Punamchand Ranka,
Dharmadhikari and Mrs. Kale, all of Nagpur, were the speakers. Dhaole
of Nagpur spoke in an earlier meeting. AH these agitators, with the
exception of Mrs. Kale spoke to advertise the Talegaon forest satyagraha.
At Talegaon itself Dhaole and Dr. Khare of Nagpur, Nilkanthrao
Deshmukh of ViruL and Ballabhadas and Champat Rao of Arvi
addressed a meeting on the 17th July. Action is being taken against
several instigators in conjunction with the Nagpur authorities. The
»
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movement may possibly be well supported, and it is hoped that this step
may cause disorganisation from the start.
N. M. Ghatwai of Hinganghat was arrested under Section 108, C. P. C.
on the 20Lh July. There was a big procession at Hinganghat and a
number of people travelled with him in the train from Hinganghat to
Wardha.
Volunteers from Wardha have felled about 140 more toddy palms,
while some villagers of Erla, station-house Wadner, felled another 816
trees of their own accord. The District Magistrate has fined one
malguzar Rs. 200 for allowing his trees to be destroyed
(w) Yeotmal, 20-7-30.—Ihe forest satyagraiia at Pusad was called oil
by the Berar War Council from the 18th July. The selected judge was
considered too remote and there had been considerably difficulty both in
obtaining and providing for a sufficient number of volunteers. On the
17th July however, the last day of operations, there were some 5,000
spectators a detailed report will follow.
From the 21st July similar satyagraha is to be started four miles from
Yeotmal on the Dhamangaon road, where it is likely to be more successful.
Daily meetings have been held in Yeotmal. On the 15th Juiy, G. N.
Kcthekar, pleader, presided over a meeting of about 5,000 persons held
to congratulate Brijial Biyani and others on their arrest. The president
congratulated the local police on the tactful way in which they had dealt
with the satyagrahis at Pusad, and pointed out that the Amraoti Police
had used lathis at the time or the arrest of Drs. Soman and Patwardhan
at Amraoti, with the result that the mob had grown angry and resorted
to stone-throwing. If the local police continued to be non-violent, this
would not happen in the Yeotmal district
T. S. Bapat, Sonchand Darda, and Dr. Ambadas also spoke, the last
named somewhat abusively against the Government. The
president,
closing the meeting, said that only ten volunteers) should be sent out daily
for arrest at Pusad, and that the leaders should be kept to organise the
movement.
On the 16th July, about 4,000 persons attended a meeting held under
the presidency of B. H. Jatkar to congratulate Rambhau Joshi, secretary
of tlie Yeotmal District War Council, on his arrest. A. R. Sakhale and
Ranade, Pleaders, and Mrs. Anandilbai Damle were the -speakers. Ranade
Commission
The meeting on the
ngratulate
dhar alias Anna Hiwarkar and Dr. Bhojraj was attended by about 5,000
persons. Damle, pleader, was in the chair, and L. K. Oak, pleader who
proposed the resolution criticised the recent ordinances and Government's
proclamation of the working committee of the All-India Congress.
Dr. Hedgewar of Nagpur, Deshmukh, pleader of Yeotmal and H. K. Joshi
alias Appaji of Wardha also spoke.
On the 18th July, a meeting of about 6,000 persons was held to welcome
Dr. B. S. Munje of Nagpur on his release from jail.
Govind Bari,
president of the Yeotmal municipality, was in the chair. Dr. Munje
received a salute from 15 boy scouts, who formed a guard of honour and
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hoisted the Congress flag over the Town Hall where the meeting took
place. Addressing the gathering, Munje said that the present war was
one of non-violence and soul force against violence and materialism.
L. K. Oak presided over a meeting of about 4,000 persons held on the
19th July. The speakers were T. S. Bapat, Sadashiv Hanmant Ballal and
D. M. Damle of Yeotmal and, Wishwanath Baliram of Talegaon and
Jagdeo Prasad Pande of Digras, both of whom had suffered a week's
imprisonment for forest satyagraha at Pusad. Speaking on behalf of the
Yeotmal District War Council, Bapat announced that no further satyagraha
would be offered at Pusad, and that operations would begin instead at
a place four miles from Yeotmal on the Dhamangaon road from the
21st July and would continue for 21 days. Dr. Hedjgewar of Nagpur
would lead the first batch of volunteers.
Well-attended meetings were held also at Wun on the 10th, 11th and
14th July. At the meeting on the 10th, Dr. Y. S. Ane made an objectionable speech in support of the Civil Disobedience Movement. Rambhau
Ramchandra Bhagwat presided over the meeting on the 14th, when
Veeranna Jangam Dalai told the audience that a police constable at
Wardha and a Sub-Inspector at Nasik had resigned. D. N. Elkunchwar,
pleader, declared that this kind of propaganda together with non-payment
of taxes was- the only way of compelling Government to yield.
A prominent agitator in the Wun-Pandarkauda area is R. V.
Karandikar, pleader, who has been addressing meetings at several places
to encourage law-breaking. At a meeting at village Mohda on the
8th July he made a particularly abusive speech urging the people not to
take out grazing passes. Mrs. Parandikar, wife of V. R. Parandikar,
made an intemperate anti-Government speech at a meeting at Pandharkauda
on the 10th July.
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219. Students and school-boys continued their agitation in Nagpur
city, though the newly formed students' union has not yet come to a
decision regarding the Congress appeal to them to give up their studies
for a year. The students of the Robertson Medical School declined to
remove the Congress flag which had been hoisted on the building and
the school was declared closed by the Principal from the 29th July.,A
private meeting of the students was at once held and passed defiant
resolutions, but rumours that the police were to be employed to eject
the students from the hostel led them to remove the flag and vacate the
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hostel of their own accord the same evening. During the day the
inmates of other schools and colleges walked out, partly in sympathy with
the Medical School students and partly in protest against the arrest of
G. D. Dhaole in connection with the Talegaon forest satyagraha. On the
1st August, R. S. Ruikar, who has been making strenuous efforts to draw
the labouring classes into the Civil Disobedience Movement, was convicted under Section 108, C. P. C. and sentenced to one year's simple
imprisonment in default of security. Another general walk-out followed
and the Morris College, the Agricultural College, the Engineering School
and the Patwardhan High School were formally closed by the authorities
until further notice. Liquor picketing continues as before, and on the
31st July, ten volunteers, amongst whom was Datar of the war council,
were arrested for molesting customers at a foreign liquor shop. The
Picketing Ordinance has now been made applicable to the Central Provinces, and has been extended to the Nagpur district. On the 27th July,
Ruikar organised a procession of about 4,000 mill workers and others
to express sympathy with the Congress.
The situation is unchanged in the
interior of the C. P. M^rathi
Province. The widely advertised forest satyagraha opened at Talegaon
in the Wardha district on the 1st August, when Tikekar, president of
the C. P. Marathi War Council, led out the first batch of volunteers in
the presence of about 10,000 spectators. Four anrests were made.
Tikekar was sentenced to six months' rigorous imprisonment and a fine
of Rs. 500 under the Forest Act, and three volunteers, including Tulsirara
Lodhi of Nagpur, to six months' rigorous imprisonment each. In addition
to Dhaole of Nagpur, three of the chief instigators in the Wardha district
had been previously arrested. Chhaganlal Bharuka succeeds Tikekar as
president of the war council.
The vigorous police action started last week in the Amraoti district is
being carried on. Nine arrests have been made in the Morsi taluq under
Sections 108, C. P. C. and 117, I. P. C , and three accused, among them
Ramrao Deshmukh, have so far been sentenced to one year's simple
imprisonment. Three of the Chandur Bazaar leaders and the chief agitator
of Hllichpur have been similarly convicted. As a result of these arrests
the situation is already reported to have improved considerably. Daryapur
taluq, where 12 villagers of a badly disaffected village were arrested
during the week for violating *he forest laws, is now being dealt with.
In Amraoti city, the action taken has produced good results and the
atmosphere is perceptibly quieter. The forest satyagraha at Wadali was
not very successful. Some 15 of the convicted volunteers have already
been released on giving undertakings to cefase anti-Government activities,
and further releases are being made. Illicit grazing was started in three
places m the Akola district, but prosecutions were at once instituted and
appear to have had a salutary effect. Meetings held in Akola city were
well-attended, but the speeches generally mild. Organised forest satyagraha
began at Khamgaon in the Buldana district on the 25th July. Dr. Parasnis,
who led the first batch of volunteers, was awarded one year's rigorous
imprisonment under Section 117 I. P. C. and six months' under the Forest
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Act, the sentences to be concurrent. The volunteers received six months'
rigorous imprisonment each* ? On the 26th July, 10 more volunteers
were similarly convicted and the leader fined Rs. 250 in addition. Two
of the chief instigators have been sentenced to one year's rigorous
imprisonment each under Section 117, I. P. C. The sentences passed on
Dr. Heclgewar and the first party of satyagrahis at Yeotmal on the 21st
July have had a satisfactory effect and no other leader of any prominence
has since come forward. Batches of •volunteers have daily broken the
law and up to the present 97 arrests have been made. Similar satyagraha is contemplated at several other places throughout Berar from the
1st August, but there are indications, that the heavier sentences recently
inflicted have considerably diminished the zeal for this form of civil
disoDcciience.
. :.
. • ,
POLITICAL, POLITICO-RELIGIOUS AND RACIAL MOVEMENTS
I

.

*

220. (a) A kola, 28-7- 30—Zainuddin of Karanja has been bound over
for one year under Section 108, C. P. C. There \vas very little excitement.
Only about 200 persons had collected at the jail at the time the judgment
was delivered.
It had been decided to start forest satyagraha at Karanja on the 31st
July, but a hitch appears to have occurred and the rumour now is that
it will be done elsewhere. The removal of Zainuddin has undoubtedly
had a chastening effect on K^aranja.
.
There have been three reports of .forcible-.grazing in the district, but
vigorous action nipped it in the bud. At one place in the Channi circle,
the cattle were seized, after which the villagers asked for pardon and
promptly expended Rs. 700 in the purchase of grazing passes. Five cf
the leading villagers of Sawarkheda. station-house Patur, have, been prosecuted for rioting and their conviction will have a salutary effect. Here,
too, passes have now been taken out. The third case was in the Manora
station-house. Action is being taken.
A number of schools, including the Murtizapur Government English
School, are reported to have hoisted the Congress flag. Daily processions of school-boys singing songs are also going on.
Four meetings were held in Akola during the week in connection with
the arrests of Zainuddin and the Nagpur leaders. The audiences numbered 5,000, 4,000, 5,000 and 3,000, respectively. The speeches were fairly
mild, but Mrs. Durgatai Joshi harped continually on the necessity for the
boycott of Government reporters.
(b) Amraoti, 29-7-30.—Of the arrested Morsi taluq leaders, Ramrao
Deshmukh, Jaggulal Marwari and P. S. Panjankar of Warur have each
been sentenced to one year's simple imprisonment under Section 117,
I. P. C. and N. G. Deshpande, Farkade and B. A. Mohril are at present
under trial under Section 108, C. P. C. Kubde, Junjab and Sheorao
Daolat, all non-Brahmans, were arrested later by the Deputy Superintendent. The non-Brahmins are now. blaming the Brahmins for having
let them down. The situation hasi improved considerably though Jarud
village will require further attention.
i
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Mannalal Gupta, the Chandur Bazaar leader, was arrested during the
forest satyagraha at Wadali. Nagar Naik. another agitator who has
done infinite harm by violent speaking in the Ellichpur taluq and Shastri,
captain of Volunteers, were afterwards arrested at Chandur Bazaar and
have e^ch been awarded one year under Section 117, L P . C. There
were some demonstrations in front of the police-station following the
arrests but the police had no difficulty in keeping control.
:
On the 28th July Dr. Pimparkar was arrested at Paratwada (Ellichpur)
and has been convicted to one year under Section 117, I. P. C. During the
arrest a Congress singer started a seditious song and made the crowd
take i t up. He was arrested on the spot, with very good results.
Bhagwan Singh ,and others are to be arrested shortly at Daryapur under
Section 117 I. P. C. It is hoped that this will check the threatened
forest satyagraha in the taluq. Twelve villagers of Nimkheda, a badly
disaffected village! in Anjangaon station-house, have been arrested for
breaking the forest laws, and it is hoped to capture the Patel who
instigated them.
In Amraoti city B. G. Khaparde and S. V. Gokhale are now the
brains of the movement. The action already taken has produced good
results and the atmosphere is perceptibly quieter.
*

The forest satyagraha at Wadali was not very successful. Some 15 of
the convicted volunteers have already been released on giving undertakings to cease anti-Government activities and further similar releases
are being made. Forest satyagraha is to be started in several more
localities from the 1st August, but the policy of giving not less than six
months to all volunteers arrested has considerably diminished the zeal
for sacrifice*
(g) Buldana, 27-7-30.—There have not been quite so many meetings
in the district during the past week.
Forest saiyagraha and non-payment of land revenue have again been
the topics. Bhikam Singh has been touring in the Chikhli taluq and
has collected 33 volunteers and a sum of Rs. 262 for the Khamgaon
satyagraha.
Forest satyagraha started in Khamgaon on the 25th July. Dr. Parasnis
led the first batch of ten volunteers and was given one year's rigorous
imprisonment under Section 117 I. P. C. and six months' under Section 26,
Forest Act, the sentences to be concurrent.
The volunteers were given six months' rigorous • imprisoninettt under
Section 26, Forest Act. On the 26th July, ten more volunteers headed
•by Oak of Buldana were arrested, but as Oak made no speech to the
crowd they were all convicted to six months)' rigorous imprisonment
tinder Section 26 Forest Act. Oak/ being the leader, was fined Rs. 250
in addition, or six weeks in default. On the 26th morning Korde and
Bhikam Singh spoke to the crowd in the jungle and, as a result, about
300 children rushed and cut grass after ithe ten volunteers had been
airested and sent away. These two were arrested later under Section 117
I. P. C. and sentenced to one year's rigorous imprisonment each.
•
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On the 27th July, ten volunteers headed by Bhaurao of village Nimba,
Akola district, were arrested and are being tried.
The on-lookers on the 25th July numbered about 6,000, on the 26th
about 3.000 and on the 27th only about 1,500. No speeches were delivered in the jungle on the 27th and on the night of the 26th the speakers,
were careful not to advocate breaking of the forest law by the general
public. The speeches were extremely mild.
This satyagraha may go on for some days more, but it is not improbable that some of the volunteers already convicted may send in written
apologies.
(h) Chanda, 29-7-30.—Meetings and processions in Chimur on the
14th, 16th and 17th July consisted mostly of boys. Hartal was proclaimed on the 16th to mark M. S. Ane's arrest. The movement seems to be
gaining ground in this area and very few grazing licences have been
taken out.
Warora celebrated the arrest of Dr. Patwardhan of Amraoti with an
hartal on the 17th July. Ghatwai of Wardha addressed a meeting ol
about 200 persons. His speech was milder than usual and an appeal
for volunteers met with poor response. On 'the 18th July a Sub-Inspector
came from Wardha to arrest Ghatwai, who. however, was not to be found.
Another meeting was held on the 18th, at which Bhimanwar of Wardha
was the chief speaker. 15 volunteers were enrolled.
N. K. Sadaphale, pleader of Brahmapuri, invited a party of volunteers
from Nagpur to Brahmapuri on the 19th July. The party included
Appaji Tijare of the Tilak Vidyalaya, Lokhare, pleader of Umred, Bansilal Marwadi of Gondia and others. Contractors were asked to give up
the sale of foreign liquor and they promised to do so if they were compensated by the Congress. About 500 persons attended a meeting held
in the evening. Tijare deprecated Brahmapuri's lack of enthusiasm for
the movement and said he himself would not give up the fight even if
Gandhi did. He said he had sent all the youths of his shah to jail and
now proposed sending people from Brahmapuri there also. He looked
ridiculous when his appeal for volunteers met with no response. He
became angry and sand that if necessary he would bring volunteers from
Nagpur to picket the local liquor warehouse. Lokhare upbraided the
people of Brahmapuri for their lack of enthusiasm, and after he had
spoken two boys (one only 12 yeaHs of age) offered themselves for
enrolment.
On the 19th July, Khushalchand of Chanda addressed a meeting at
Warora and exhorted forest contractors not to submit sealed tenders for
forest contracts.
Dr. Khare and his party were to visit Chanda on 21st July, but did
not turn up, although about 1,000 persons, including school-boys, went
to the station to meet him. About 5,000 persons are saiid to have attended a meeting the same night with Khushalchand in the chair. Appaji
Tijare of Nagpur and Lokhare were the chief speakers. They repeated
more or less what they said at Brahmapuri on the 19th. They attempted
unsuccessfully to bring about a reconciliation between the two local
*
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parties (Pleaders and Congress). Hartal was observed in Warora on
the same day to mark Ghafcwai's arrest.
The Pleaders' Party of Chanda held a meeting on the 22nd July.
Khole, pleader, presided and about 500 people attended, but were not
greatly impressed. Khole and Gangadhar Rao Deo spoke.
Hartal was observed in Chanda on the 23rd July to mark the arrest
of Dr. Khare of Nagpur. A procession was taken through the town.
Such processions are now of almost daily occurrence, and the attendance
at the schools is going down.
*

*

*
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Government and appealing for support
Civil Disobedience Movement. About 20 volunteers were enlisted.
Lokhare of Umred with 11 volunteers arrived at Brahampuri from
Umred on the 25th July and started picketing the liquor warehouse.
Some contractor's cart came for liquor but, on being implored not to
take any, went away without doing so. A meeting had been held on
the 24th July at which Lokhare had announced his intention of picketing the warehouse. Another meeting was held on the 25th at which
Lokhare again spoke. A third meeting was held on the 26th, attended
by about 600 persons. Lokhare and his volunteers left 'the same night
for Umred, leaving the picketing in the hands of locals.
Other unimportant meetings were held at
Bhandak,
Warora,
Gadchiroli and Amraoti.
(iii) S. B., C. P., 2-5-30.—The widely advertised forest satyagraha
opened at Talegaon in the Wardha district on the lislt August. In
addition to G. D. Dhaole of Nagpur, three of the chief instigators in the
Wardha district were arrested three days previously. On the 1st August,
in the presence of an orderly crowd, which has been estimated at about
10,000, Tikekar, president of the C. P. Marathi War Council, led out the
first batch of 28 volunteers, 23 of whom were Nagpur men, and five from
Wardha town. Four arrests were made. Tikekar was sentenced to six
months' rigorous imprisonment an4 a fine of Rs. 500 under the Forest
Act, and three volunteers, including Tulsiram Lodhi of Nagpur, to six
months' rigprous amprisioninenjt etacjh. Pnoces&iions of students were
taken out when the news reached Nagpur that evening, but only a very
few mill hands came out. Chhaganlal Bhpruka has succeeded Tikekar as
president of the C. P. War Council.
(t) Wardha, 29-7-30.—Congress agitation intensified during the week
and 18 meetings were held in various towns and villages. The arrests in
Nagpur of members of the C. P. Marathi War Council caused a certain
amount of excitement, and A. R. Tijare of Nagpur made a particularly
bad speech in a meeting at Hinganghat.
*
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Liquor shops are now picketed daily at Wardha, Temba and Allip-ur,
and on bazaar days at Seiu, Girad-Kliarangna and Karanja. Volunteers
from the Wardha Ashram have destroyed over 500 more toddy palms.
N. M. Ghatwai of Higanghat has been sentenced to one years simple
imprisonment under Section 108 C P* C , in, default of security. A
volunteer camp has staited m Wardha, and a national flag now liies
over the Wardha Government High School, which has been closed in
consequence.
In connection with the Talegaon forest satyagraha campaign, G. D.
Dhaole of Nagpur, Vallabh Das Jaju and Champat Rao of Arvi and
Krishna Rao of Talegaon have all been arrested and are being prosecuted
for incitement.
The party of volunteers who left Nagpur on 'the 24th July under
Tikekar, president of the War Council, and a similar party, including
men from Chanda and Hinganghat which left Wardha on foot for
Talegaon on the 28th July, are lecturing in the villages en route.
Meetings are held daily at Talegaon itself.
(u) Yeotmal, 27-7-30.—The sentences passed on Dr. Hedgewar and
his batch of forest satyagrahis at Yeotmal on the 21st July have had a
satisfactory effect. With the exception of Ambadas, who led out a batch
the following day, no other leader of any prominence has come forward.
Batches of volunteers have daily violated the law, and up to the preseni
79 arrests have been made. 24 accused were released, 49 convicted and
six are still under trial.
*

• *

*

*

Meetings have been held daily at Yeotmal to congratulate the convicted
volunteers, at which the usual speakers have been prominent and the
attendance has been regularly between 2,000 and 3,000 persons. M. P.
Kolhe, who presided over the meetings held on the 20th and 24th July,
especially appealed for greater support from the agricultural population.
Dinkar Kanade Shastri of Buldana made an objectionable speech in
the meeting on the 23rd July. Action against him is under conltempla
tlon.

At the meeting of the 25th, L. K. Gak, who presided, remarked that
but for the Congress policy of non-violence Government would have
found it impossible to control the movement in India.
A number of meetings have been held in the interior. Ex-clerk
Baburao Gondhalekar, who was arrested and released during the satyagraha at Pusad, has made strong speeches in support of the forest satyagraha movement a Babulgaon, Bori-Arab (Station House Ladkhed) and
Digras.
Increased activity is reported from Wun, where meetings were held
on the 14th, 16th, 17th and 22nd July. The speakers, who included
Rambhau Bhagwat, D. N. Elkunchwar and Karandikar, especially attacked Indian Government servants and said that non-payment of taxes
would be the next step in the Civil Disobedience Movement.
1
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221. The three Congress War Councils are now concentrating en
satyagraha against the forest laws
Liquor picketing continued durng the week in Nagpur city and so* far
62 arrests have been made. The number of picketers on duty has
considerably
decreased
in consequence, but customers are still
unwilling
to
face
them. Boycott
Week, started on the 3rd
August, when complete hartal was proclaimed for the arrests in
Bombay of Vallabhbhai Paiel and other All-India Congress leaders.
Daily processions and meetings have been organised and the usual
appeals made for more volunteers. The speeches made, however, have
been somewhat milder in tone. The District Magistrate has issued an
procession and meeting
order under Section 144
which have been planned for Garhwal Day on the 8th August, but the
order will probably be disobeyed.
Public interest in the Talegaon forest satyagraha has rapidly diminished.
The war council has ordered every tahsil throughout the Marathi districts
to one day demonstration on the 8th August and this may possibly b
used as an execuse to call off the Talegaon movement.
The forest satyagraha at Yeotmal is being carried on with less and less
enthusiasm and will probably be called off after the 10th August. Several
more leaders have been arrested and sentenced to varying terms of
imprisonment. The projected satyagraha at Wun, whilch was to have
begun on the 1st August, was postponed until the 4th. The three chief
instigators, who were arrested at Wun on the 1st August, somewhat un1
expectedly gave bail , but cancelled their bonds on arrival at Yeotmal the
following day. Similar satyagraha was offered at Akola on the 1st
August, when a party of volunteers violated the law in presence of %
larse crowd of about 12,000 persons. All were arrested and convicted
to six months' rigorous imprisonment. Action under Section 107 Cr. P. C.
is not being taken against 16 selected agitators throughout the district
who have been inciting the people to defy the law.
4

-

•

•
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POLITICAL, POLITICO-RELIGIOUS

AND RACIAL MOVEMENTS

222. (a) Akola, 5-8-30.—Forest satyagraha was begun at Loni, five
miles from Akola, on the 31st July. The first batch of ten satyagrahis
was led out by Shriram Surajmal, Marwari. A crowd of about 12.000
persons collected at the scene. The satyagrahis were arrested on their
way back and seven of them, including the leaders, were subsequently
convicted to six months' rigorous imprisonment each. The remaining four
were mere boys and were released without trial.
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No action was taken on the two days following as neither the leaders
nor the satyagrahis were persons of any consequence. For the next
three days, no satyagraha was offered on account of the rain.
Action under Section 117 I. P. C. is now being taken all over the
district againsi selected persons who, during the last month, have made
speeches advocating breaking of the forest laws. They include SheoNarayan Sharma and Yadav Rao Shrawane, who are the firebrands of the
uq, and Vinayak Rao of Murtizapur. The others are four
Wasim
persons of Borgaon, four of Akot, two of Hiwarikhed and three of
Balapur.
Since forest satyagraha started at Loni, complaints of illicit grazing
have been received from four villages. Action is being taken against the
offenders. At two villages, where arrests were made, the accused persons
gave bail. They are not serious cases and fines will doubtless be inflicted.
There is no indication in the district of
any general desire to
defy the law. The Divisional Forest Officer. ,Melghat, expected
trouble in the Khatkuli area, but has now written to say that
ppears to be a false alarm. So far only one villager has been caught
there in the act of illicit grazing
(d) Bhandara, 4-8-30.—Women are now taking part in the daily
morning procession at Bhandara.
*

*

Hartal was observed in Bhandara on the 2nd August on receipt of
the
were closed. In the afternoon a procession of about
persons, and
id terminated
with a meeting at the Town Hall which was addressed by Pathak,
Shendurnikar and Buche. 150 volunteers have been enrolled in Bhandara
town up to date.
A procession and meeting of 400 persons were held at Tumsar to
celebrate Tilak Jayanti, Wankhede and Damle spoke on Tilak's life and
forest satyagraha. On the 1st August, another meeting was held to
advocate forest satyagraha which it has been decided to launch at Chicholi
on the 8th August. Damle is to lead the first batch of nine volunteers.
Chaturbhuj, Patwardhan and Damle visited Talegaon to obtain an idea
of the tactics to be employed.
On the 30th July, Pathak and Chaturbhuj described the Talegaon
forest satyagraha at a meeting of about 500 persons at Gondia, and at
another meeting of 500 persons on the 1st August, Chaturbhuj described
his plan of forest satyagraha. About Rs. 3,500 have been collected at
Gondia for the benefit of volunteer's families.
Girdharlal, Chaturbhuj and Sheobalak Vaidya lectured at Tiroda on
the 25th July. The movement has made little headway in the Sakoli
tahsil.
Warora
(0
the 27th July and addressed a meeting of about 500 persons
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evening. On the 28th, five volunteers left for Arvi to participate in the
forest satyagraha.
About 4,000 persons are reported to have attended a meeting held at
Chanda on the 28th July. Senat of Hinganghat delivered an offensive
speech. He indulged in noxious personalities and gave baseless accounts
of Government atrocities.
Picketing of the warehouse at Brahmapuri continued during the week.
The police were ready to effect arrests
in case of
intimidation or
obstruction but no contractors turned up, since they had been persuaded
by threats of siocial boycott not to do so. Meetings were held in Brahmapuri on the 28th and 29th July. On the 29th July, Deshmukh of the
Model Mills, Nagpur spoke
He urged peaceful picketing, the
establishment of trade unions, abstention from liquor and boycott of all
foreign articles. Two boy volunteers were enlisted.
Mukund Vithal Deshpande of Wun lectured to a meeting of about 500
persons at Warora on the 31st July. Ho urged the people to enrol
themselves as volunteers for the forest satyagraha campaign and not to
fear the Government or imprisonment. Ptirushottam Pande, who presided, also spoke. Senat of Hinganghat visited Nagri, station-house Warora,
on the 30th July and in a meeting of about 300 persons urged the
villagers to boycott Government servants and also village officers if they
assisted Government officials. Senat left for Hinganghat the same night.
Picketing of liquon and sindi shops at Nagri is going on.
The Pleaders' Party held a meeting in Chanda on the 1st August.
Dr. Shankar Rao presided and about 500 persons attended. Deshpande,
a visitor from Wun, spoke and repeated what he had said at Warora.
(1) Nagpur, 7-8-30.—Owing to continuous hartals and strikes, the
Patwardhan High School and the Government colleges have closed down.
The Hislop Collegiate High School has closed for a week, but the college
remains open.
In spite of last week's arrests, picketing of liquor shops continued
vigorously. On the 2nd August a consignment of liquor was taken out
of the wearhouse under police escort and delivered at one shop in the city
and one shop in Kamptee. Five picketers were arrested at the warehouse
for obstructing the lorry containing the lijuor. These men and the ten
arrested last week have all been sentenced to terms of imprisonment
varying from three months' simple to six months' rigorous imprisonment
and fine.
On the 4th August nine picketers were arrested at Bilimoria's shop
under Sections 143 and 341, I. P. C. for lying on the ground and obstructing a motor car taking away liquor. On the 5th August, the Picketing
Ordinance was applied to Nagpur and the same evening 38 picketers were
arrested at nine liquor shops. The total number of arrests for picketing
is now 62. The effect has been to reduce the number of picketers
considerably but customers are not yet coming forward.
At a meeting attended by about 1,000 persons on the 31st July,
following Ruikar's arrest, and at another meeting on the 4th August, a
dismissed constable from Wardha named Sheoshankar made abusive
*

*
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anti-police speeches. It is proposed to prosecute him under the Incitement to Disaffection Act.
On the 1st August, following Ruikar's arrest, there was complete
operatives
were working.
Hi slop
and a few panes of glass were broken by rowdy school-boys.
A meeting held the same evening to congratulate Ruikar on his
conviction was attended by about L000 persons. A meeting on the
2nd August to congratulate the Bombay leaders on their arrests was
attended by 350 only.
The Congress Boycott Week started on the 3rd August. There was
complete hartal owing to the arrests of the Bombay leaders. In the
morning a flag salutation parade was attended by 800 volunteers. In the
evening in spite of pouring rain, the municipal employees took out a
precession of 1,500 persons to show their sympathy with the present
movement.
The 4th August observed as Boycott Day. Batches of boys roamed
the streets preaching boycott of the police. In the evening, at a meeting
of 2,500 persons, speeches were made on the economic and political
importance of the boycott of foreign cloth..
The 5th August was Gandhi Day. There was a spinning competition
in the morning and a small procession of laklis in the afternoon.
Despairing appeals for more volunteers wetfe made at a meeting of 1,000
persons in the evening.
The
and small meetings
were held in front of all liquor shops, advocating the cause of temperance.
The 7th August is advertised as Ladies Day and the 8th is Garhwal.
In connection with the latter there is to be a mute procession followed by
a meeting at which the notorious resolution affecting police and troops is
to be put forward. Both the procession and the meeting have been prohibited under Section 144 C. P. C , but the order will probably be disobeyed.
In the interior there have been many meetings. The majority have been
held to advertise the one day forest satyagraha which is to be launched
throughout the district on the 8th August. Local police have been
instructed to note the names of leading persons and volunteers who take
part, but not to make any arrests.
I

*

mg
•

bodies.
Picketing continues as before, but the Ramtek warehouse is still issuing
liquor. Speeches everywhere, especially in the city, have been milder.
(q) S. 5., C. P., 11 -S-30.—Public interest in the Talegaon forest
satyagraha campaign is rapidly waning. Arrests have been made daily,
but the number of spectators has steadily diminished, and on the 6th
August there were only 300 persons present. The secretary of the
Talgaon temple committee, who is a man of considerable influence
locally and who permitted the volunteers to lodge in the temple precincts,
ach,
Section 157 I. P, C.
throughout the Marathi districts is to organise a separate pne day
i

J

••

i
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satyagraha against the forest laws, and it is expected the C. P. Marathi
War Council will use this as an excuse to call off the campaign at
Talegaon.
(r) Yeotmal, 3-8-3Q.—Enthusiasm for the forest satyagraha campaign
at Yeotmal is steadily waning, and the movement will probably be
called off after the 10th August.. Among those recently arrested are
Sadashiv Ballal, ex-editor of the Lokmat, Dr. N. D. Thosar of Malkapur,
Shankar Rao Sarnaik of Pusad and D. K. Bhopi of Pusad. Sarnaik
was awarded nine months' imprisonment under Section 117 I. P. C. and
three month's under the Forest Act, the sentences to be consecutive, an$
the others six months' imprisonment each.
The forest satyagraha which was to have begun at Wun from the 1st
August has been postponed until the 4th. The three chief instigators,
R. V. Karandikar, Dr. Y. S. Ane, brother of M. S. Ane, and Bhagwant
Rao Shastrikar, were arrested at Wun on the 1st August. All of them
somewhat unexpectedly eave bail and were obviously reluctant to go to
jail. On arrival at Yeotmal on the 2nd August, however, thev withdrew
their bail and were taken into custody. Shastrikar was convicted the
same day to two concurrent sentences of nine months' imprisonment each
under Section 117 I. P. C. The other two were remanded. Thrse arrests
are already reported to have had a salutary effect.
The usual public meetings are held daily at Yeotmal, chiefly to
congratulate those arrested and to announce the programme for the
following day's satyagraha. Hari Shaskar Ranade, Gondhalekar and
L. K. Oak have all been prominent.
Oak and Gondhalekar are now touring in the interior do:n<* considerable
harm, and action against them is under consideration. Oak made a
particularly bad speech at Jaola, station-house Arvi, o" the 30th July.
s Ma
been
tyagraha
and
Meet
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purposes were held at Mardi
upwards of 200 persons.
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226.
Province during the past three weeks, there are clear indications of an
improvement in the general situation. The three Congress War Councils
A-115-64- A.
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have been seriously disorganised by the removal of their leaders, the large
number of arrests made in Nagpur, Wardha and the four Berar districts,
where the movement had spread deeply, has discouraged the Congress
following and there are signs of flagging interest. The school-boy nuisance
continues more or less everywhere, but in Nagpur the students are now
anxious to get back to work and their opposition to the Congress would
appear to be stiffening. To counter this the Congress has begun to use
women to picket the two colleges which remain open. Kanitkar, Dictator
of the C. P. Marathi War Council, who is responsible for this is being
dealt with under the Picketing Ordinance. A satisfactory feature is thai
crime has nowhere increased.
The forest satyagraha movement is rapidly spreading throughout the
Province, but is being firmly dealt with. As practised by the Congress
volunteers it has been generally technical and ceremonial, consisting of the
cutting of small quantities of grass, though in some places villagers have
destroyed valuable timber. Excessive damage has been wantonly caused
in one or two places in the Amraoti district. A large number of arrests
have been made and satisfactory sentences awarded. Government have
now sanctioned the imposition of punitive police at three villages in the
Amraoti district.
•

Garhwal Day passed off peacefully in Nagpur city. The District
Magistrate's order under Section 144 C. P. C. was disobeyed, but the
crowds were orderly. Some 42 arrests were made without resort to force,
and the dav's proceedings have resulted in a general easing of the situation.
The extension of the Picketing Ordinance to Nagpur has diminished the
picketing nuisance to a great extent and improved the sale of liquor.
Agitation in the interior of the C. P. Marathi Province centred on the
one day forest satvagraha fixed for the 8th August. The satyagraha,
which consisted of the cutting of few blades of grass, was offered
throughout the Marathi districts. It was well supported in the Wardha
and Bhandara dVricts, where a number of arrests were made, but in the
Nagpur and Chanda districts, it was not particularly impressive.
There has been a marked improvement in Berar. In the Amraoti
district altogether 41 prominent agitators have now been convicted to
1
various terms of imprisonment under Sections 117 and 124-A. I. P. C.
and nmvards of 200 volunteers and petty offenders have been dealt with,
of whom a number have apologised. The Local Government has now
sanctioned the imposition of punitive police for six months at Chandur
Bazar. Takerkhera in the Daryapur taluq and at Jarud in the Morsi
taluq. Forest satyagraha started at Ellichpur, Daryapur, Morsi and
several other places on the 1st Aueust. Only the more important
person* were arrested. The crowds on the first day were substantial but
they havp st^adilv snd rapidlv dinrnished since. In the Akola district
too, excellent results have followed the simultaneous arrests all over fh e
district of 20 agitators under Section 117 I. P. C The number of
meetings has since decreased and the remaining speakers have been more
cautious. Forest satyagraha continued at Akola and Akot and a number
A-115—64-B.
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of arrests were made at each place. The crowds were large, but peaceful, and no hostility to the police was shown. The forest styagraha at
Khamgaon continued until the 31st July. In all 39 persons have been
convicted. The arrest and conviction under Section 117 I. P. C. of the
chief instigators is reported to have had a mailked effect and other
speakers no longer directly incite to breach of the laws. On the 1st
August satyagraha was started at Buldana itsdlf, some arrests were made
and one heavy fine was inflicted. Similar movements have been started
in three other places and a number of arrests made.
POLITICAL, POLITICO—RELIGIOUS AND RACIAL MOVEMENTS

229. (a) Akola, 10-8-30.—An intensive campaign under Section 117
L P . C. has been made throughout the district during the week and twenty
persons were brought in for prosecution.
The simultaneous arrests all over the district created much excitement, but the results are excellent. The list contains the names of men
who have been consistently preaching against the Government since
April last. Only a few persons remain still to be arrested.
Forest satyagraha has been going on most of the week from Akola and
Akot towns. So far 33 persons have been arrested at Akola under the
Forest Act and Section 143 I. P. C , and 22 at Akot. The crowds have been
peaceful. One day the batch of 11 volunteers was stopped and arrested
in front of the Kotwali and a crowd of about 7,000 persons collected
there, but no hostility to the police was shown. The satyagrahis of Akot
have had to travel nine miles to get to the jungle and it has been easy
to deal with them by arresting them on the way.
Numerous meetings have been held in Akola town during the week. They
have been very quiet, as all the dangerous speakers have gone.
Mrs. Durgatai Joshi who used to be a fire-eater, is now most moderate
in her language and never indulges in abuse of the police. The arrest
of KuJkarni has removed a most objectionable personage from whom the
police had to put up with the vilest accusations.
(b) (i) Amraoti. 3-8-30.—Dr. Pimparkar, the leading agitator of Ellichpur, was arrested on the 28th July. A crowd collected and began to
demonstrate, but was induced to disperse without use of force.
On the 29th July, Lai Singh and two other troublesome leaders were
arrested at Daryapur, and on the 31st July the Anjangaon leader, Haribhau
Wadkar.
The Muhammadan community throughout the Ellichpur sub-division
appears to be not merely neutral, but definitely friendly to Government.
Meanwhile nearly all prominent agitators in the Chandur taluq have
been arrested and convicted under Section 117 I. P. C
Forest satyagraha started at Ellichpur, Daryapur, Takerkheda, Morsi,
Chandur Railway and other places on the 1st Armist Only the more
important persons were arrested, among them Deshpande of Ellichpur.
The crowds on the first day numbered between 2,000 and 4,000 persons,
but have steadily and rapidly diminished since.
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On the 29th July, N. R. Bamangaonkar and Shriram Deshpande, two
of the three remaining local leaders of importance, were arrested in
Amraoti city. There was no kind of trouble. Radha Kishan, the third,
appears to be somewhat discredited at the moment, B. G. Khaparde, is
presiding at meetings, but enthusiasm is diminished and speakers are hard
to find. The volunteers have been seriously disorganised by the arrest
of their leader, T. G. Joshi, under Section 117, I. P. C. following a
speech at Wadali.
On the 2nd August, a number of volunteers who had assembled at
Mojri, a bad village in Tewsa station-house, to break the forest laws were
surrounded by a party of police and arrested on refusal to disperse.
(ii) Amraoti, 12-8-30.—Though much still remains to be done, it can
safely be said that the situation throughout the district shows considerable
improvement. Altogether 41 prominent agitators have been convicted to
various terms of imprisonment under Sections 117, 124-A and 379 I. P. C,
and one under Section 107 C. P. C. In each case conviction followed
close on the arrest. Upwards of 200 volunteers and petty offenders have
been dealt with, of whom a number have apologised.
The improvement is chiefly noticeable in the towns, where the arrests
have generally been made. As a result of several months' intensive
agitation the majority of villages in the interior are thoroughly corrupted
as far as the Hindu population is concerned. Many villages which had
received special attention from district leaders have now produced their
own minor demagogues. The intensity of anti-Government feeling
and the contempt for authority are remarkable. There is, however, an
improvement in certain areas where vigorous action has been taken.
The local Government has now sanctioned the imposition of punitive
police for six months at Chandur Bazaar, Takerkheda and Jarud
( Morsi taluq ).
(0 BiMnnc, 8-8-30.—Forest satyagraha continued at Khamgaon until
the 31st Julv.
On the 28th Julv, all the volunteers were arrested and released after
helm brought to the r>olice-station, and on the 29th, 30t^ and 31st only
one or frv© were taken and convicted each day. In all 36 persons have
been convicted under the Forest Act, and three under Section 117 I. F. C.
and the Forest Act. 40 have been released.
The arrest and convection of. Korde and Bfrk^m S.ir^Ti
Wide*
7
Section I I I. P. C. for telling the public to break the forest laws had a
;
marked effect in the district, for their arrest was made qu etlv in co^irt
f
after the satvagrahis h*^ been convicted and w^s flwa ur^xn^tpH O her
speakers no longer directly incite to breach of the laws and confined themselves to more abstract announcements to the effect that the sa*vapraha
will continue. D. L. Shastri is obviously avoiding a conviction under
1
Section 1 7 I. P. C. or any other section.
:
At Khamgaon the crowds o* onlookers dwindled to about 500 in nomber
by the end of the week. They were quite orderly except on the
26th July, when Korde and Bhikam Singh told them to b^ak the law
and thus got convicted.
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Satyagraha was started at Buldana itself on the 1st August. D. L.
Shastri had announced the night before that it would begin and that only
five volunteers would be sent. Five were arresied and one convicted to
a heavy line. There was a large crowd of about 3,000 sightseers. On
the 2nd August, hve more volunteers went out before a crowd of about
1.500 persons, but when they approached the lorry aoid thought they
were under arrest the lorry merely drove the police away. On the 3rd
August, no police went into the jungle (which is only 50 yards from
the main road) and the satyagraha was called off that day. It was
started again near village Deulghat, station-house Buldana, on the 6 th
August, and 11 volunteers from Malkapur, Nandura and Buldana went.
Hignt were sent away after arrest and three have been convicted and
sentenced to imprisonment and fine.
The fine inflicted on the 1st August is reported to have been effective
for it is now said that no volunteers with property liable to confiscation
is to be sent.
On the 7th August, forest satyagraha was ordered at village Pipalgaon
Serai, station-house Chikli, because Pimpaigaon Serai is the residence of
Bhikam Singh. Five volunteers were arrested. One is a local and four
are from Malkapur talug.
On the 8th August, satyagraha started at village Rajura, five miles
from Bu*dana. Ten arrests have been made.
The speeches that have been made throughout the district have been
mainly about forest satyagraha. The boycott of cloih and liquor shops
and boycott of Government officials have also been advocated.
It is reported that forest satyagraha is to be started near Jalgaon
(station-house) in about a week's time. Three parties are touring that
taluq, trying to collect money and enlist volunteers.
The school-boys of Khamgaon held a meeting on the 2nd August to
advocate the boycott of the
Government
High
School.
and
picketing of the school was started from the 3rd. In spite of this about
100 boys attended school.
Hartals and meetings were held in various places in honour of "the
All-India Congress leaders arrested at Bombay.
(g) Chanda, 13-8-30.—About 350 persons attended a meeting at Warora
mi the 29th July. Senat of Hinganghat delivered an objectionable
speech mostly about Jallianwala Baug. On the 30th July, about 400
persons attended a meeting in Bhisi. Nilkanthrao and Pandnrang Kosftti
of Nagpur and masters of the local schools were prominent.
A meeting arranged by Nagpur volunteers in Nagbhir on the 3 M July
was not very enthusiastic.
A procession of about 150 persons carrying the Congress flag was
taken out in Chimur on the 1st August. On the 2nd August two meetings were held at Brahmapuri, audiences 100 and 600, respectively.
Attempts to enlist'the whole-hearted support of the non-Brahmins at
:
this place have not been successful so far. Umred volunteers ate do ng
most of the talking. Picketing of the warehouse continues.
About 2£w90 attended a meeting in Chanda on the 4th August to
:
congratulate Patel and Malaviya on their arrest. Deotale, Ex-M.° L. C ,
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who has taken Khushalchand's place (reluctantly, it is said), presided.
Khushalchand (on a flying visit from Nagpur) spoke. Other speakers
were Lokhanday and Ghate. The latter's speech was objectionable
and action against him is contemplated if he continues in the same
strain. It was announced that the forest laws would be broken near
Chanda on the 8th August and that Gandhi Week would be celebrated
from 3rd to 10th. Dr. Shankar Rao of the Pleaders' Party left with
five volunteers for Talegaon, where he was subsequently arrested for
breaking the forest laws. During Gandhi Week processions in each *
Mohalia were the order of the day and flags were flown in abundance.
s

•

*

*

t

On the 5th August, three meetings were held at Chanda by (a) the
merchants of Chanda. who stressed the necessity of boycotting foreign
goods, (b) the Pleaders' Party to congratulate Dr. Shankar Rao on his
arrest and (c) the Congress party for the same purpose. About 2,000
attended the Congress meeting and Khushalchand was also present.
Ghate abused the local pleaders for not giving up theiri practice and
Khushalchand regretted that he would not be able to be present for
forest satyagraha on the 8th.
500 persons attended a meeting at Mul on the 5th August. The
movement at this place seems to be growing thanks to the wild utterings
and lying statements of irresponsible orators.
*

*

*

i

A meeting of 2,000 persons assembled at Chanda on the 7th August
to congratulate those who were to break the forest laws on the morrow.
Careful instructions were issued to the audience to be peaceful and to
adhere to traffic regulations. A similar meeting was held at Warora
with Dcotale, ex-M. L. C , in the chair. The same day, some high
sdhool students hoisted the Congress flag over the high school in pursuance of a resolution passed at a meeting earlier in the day. The school
has been closed.
On the 8ih August, 3,000 or 4,000 persons trudged to Lohara. four
miles from Chanda, to watch five volunteers cut six pies worth of grass
from the Government forest
The people who went to witness the
show were highly amused at the expense of the Congress party and our
'action seems to have had a general sobering effect.
At Brahmapuri four volunteers from Umred and four from Brahmapuri
.(one of whom was about to be run in under Section 109 C. P. C.)
'broke the forest laws by cutting grass at a spot about ten miles from
Brahmapuri. They were prosecuted and sentenced to five month's
vigorous imprisonment and Rs. 100 fine each. Action is being taken by
the Forest Department against several persons who made a similar
demonstration near Warora
On the 9th August, a meeting was held at Chanda to congratulate
thojje who broke the forest laws on the 8th.
•
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On the 11th August, Deotale presided at a meeting at Chanda to
congratulate the contractors for not bidding at the toddy auction sales.
( 1 lie sole reasons why the contractors did not bid were the threat of
social boycott held over their heads by the volunteers and their doubts
about their ability to obtain toddy trees from malguzars).
(r) (i) Nagpur, 14-8-30.— the situation in rsagpur nas much improved.
Tins is aue to the ciosing of colleges, the appixauon ol tfce iriCKetiiig
ordinance and the successful handling or ine cauicuit situation on
Uarnwal Day.
The closing of the colleges seems to have brought the students to
their senses. The Hislop College continues to work, but there has been
no repetition of the rowdy scenes of the previous! weeks.
74 more arrests have been made under the Picketing Ordinance and
sentences of six months' rigorous imprisonment are having their ettect.
Picketing is nominal, and liquor is selling freely from all snops. Durmg
the weeic, liquor was also successfully issued from the baoner warehouse
under police escort
The successful handling of the prohibited Garhwal celebration on the
8th August, without disturbance has from all accounts definitely enhanced the piestige of the police, while the arrests of the local leaders on
that day has further disorganised the Congress.
The 7th August, or fifth day of Boycott Week, was celebrated as ladies
day. There was a spinning competition and a public meeting of some
500 women.
At a meeting on the 7th evening to discuss the District Magistrate's
order under Section 144 C. P. G, the audience numbered 7,000.
Chhaganlal Bharuka and N. K. Vaidya announced their intention of
taking out a procession of 25 volunteers in defiance of the order, and
said that others could take part if they were prepared to face the consequences.
The 8th August, Garhwal Day, was a day of considerable excitement.
As a precautionary measure the troops from Kamptee were marched
through the city in the morning,
The prohibited procession was fixed for 2-30 p.m., and large crowds
collected in the vicinity of the Congress office, as it was fully expected
the processionists would be dispersed by force. Adequate police arrangements were made. The batch of volunteers started punctually at 2-30
p.m. They were immediately stopped and ordered to disperse. They
thereupon lay on the ground, and were arrested and conveyed to the jail.
Immediately after their arrest a second batch of some 500, including a
number of boys, sat dawn. It was impracticable to arrest all these, and
only one or two leaders were arrested. It was obviously impossible to
order a dispersal by force and it was decided to hold up the procession
till midnight when the order under Section 144 expired. At about 11-45
p.m., the order prohibiting a meeting was technically broken when four
persons simultaneously stood up and started reading the proscribed
Congress resolution affecting police and troops. At midnight the police
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were withdrawn and processionists and crowds dispersed quietly. Altogether 28 arrests were made under Sections 143 and 183 I. ?. C. including Bharuka and N. K. Vaidya, president and member respectively of
the war council. Appaji Gandhi, captain of volunteers, and Khushalehand
of Chanda, and four arrests were made under the Incitement to
Disaffection Act. In addition Bharuka is being prosecuted under
Section 11/ I. P. C , for his speech on the 7th August. The crowd on
the spot uad in the vicinity was estimated at anything up to 50,000 and
it remained perfectly orderly throughout. The conduct of the police has
earned universal praise.
Kanitkar has since been appointed president of the War Council and
Dangre a member. Martand P. Jog has become captain of volunteers.
The 9th August was the closing day of Boycott Week. There was
a flag salutation in the morning and in the afternoon a procession and
meeting of 1,200 persons, urgent appeals were made for more volunteers.
At a Congress meeting in the evening attended by about 3,000 persons,
E. S. Patwardhan urged concentration on forest satyagraha and boycott
of the toddy auctions fixed for the 12th August (These had however
already been postponed).
The 10th A gust, Political Prisoners' Day, fell rather flat after the
events of the 8th. The procession numbered 1,500 only and the meeting
2,500. Again urgent appeals for volunteers were made.
*

#

*

Agitation in the interior has centred on the one day forest satyagiaha
fixed for the 8th August and all speeches have been directed to this
end. The actual satyagraha, which consisted of cutting a few blades of
grass, was committed throughout the distiict. In Kondhali, 13 volunteers
who cut grass attracted 6,000 spectators. In Saoner there were 1,100
spectators and in Deolapar 600. In Umied 2,000 spectators proceeded to
f
cut grass a ter the volunteers but the damage done amounts to only one
or two rupees. In many places the grass cut was sold for considerable
sums.
All warehouses, in the district are now being picketed although liquor
still issues from Ramtek and Katol. The question of Umred is being
taken up in the immediate future.
(if) S. £., C. P., 15-8-30.—On the 14th August the Science College
students held a private meeting and decided to obey the orders of the
students' union and to discharge such duties in connection with Congress
propaganda as the union might decide from time to time. Speaking at
a meeting of about 500 students and 100 women in the evening, Kanitkar
condemned the students of the Law and Hislop Colleges and declared
that these institutions would be picketed by male and female volunteers
from the following; day if the students did not come out. On the morning of the 15th, Kanitkar picketed the Law College with 60 male and
50 female volunteers with the result that no students attended class and
the College was closed. The Hislop College was also picketed by both
male and female volunteers with the same results.

1017
(t) Wardha, 9-8-30.—Congress agitation was perhaps at its summit
during the last fortnight. Arvi tahsil reported the largest number of
meetings, Waraha town coming second. The Talegaon area in Arvi
tahsil where the Provincial War Council decided to start organised forest
satyagraha, became badly disaffected, but the number of police present
when the satyagraha started undoubtedly impressed the villagers.
On the 2nd and 3rd August, the satyagraha parties were composed
mainiy of volunteers who had broken the law with Ganapatrao Tikekai
on the 1st, but who had not been arrested. The arre&ts of some of them
before they could reach the forest somewhat upset the Congress programme, and for these two days no breach of the law was effected.
Pandurang, secretary of the local temple committee, who was arrested
on the 2nd August, was sentenced to three month's simple imprisonment
and a fine of Rs. 200 under Sections 157 and 154 I. P. C. This frightened the other members of the committee, who at once passed a
resolution withdrawing the permission given to the Congress to use the
temple buildings. Pandurang is already negotiating for his release.
On the 4th August, when the first batch of Wardha district volunteers
entered the forest and broke the law, the number of spectators had
dwindled to about 250. A number of arrests were made. On the 5th
August, a small party went out in heavy rain and no notice was taken
of them. A few local volunteers were arrested on the 6th. On the 7th
no satyagraha was offered.
In the meantime Bali Ram Jalit, president of the Arvi war council
was arrested under Section 109 I. P. C. and the Forest Act and remanded
to custody.
On the Sth August, forest satyagraha was offered in each tahsil as
ordered by the C. P. Marathi War Council. The Arvi tahsil demonstration was staged three miles from Arvi on the Arvi-Wardha road and
was attended by about 7,000 persons. Seth Gopal Das, who led out
the party, was arrested, with one volunteer. 2,000 persons attended at
Keljhar in the Wardha tahsil, where 14 arrests were made. At Talegaon,
where the spectators numbered only 1,000, five satyagrahis were convicted and fined.
On the 6th August, Shivraj Chudiwala, president of the Wardha Taluq
Congress Committee, Kanhaiya Lai Bhaiya, secretary, and two other
leaders were arrested at Wardha for instigation. These arrests had a
good effect, and the satyagraha was not well supported. It was a
one-day affair in each tahsil to advertise the movement to the villagers,
who, however, cannot afford to go to jail at present.
The measures taken to combat the forest satyagraha movement in the
district has somewhat non-plused the leaders and, though it is still early
to give a general opinion it is clear that for the time being at any rate,
the situation has improved considerably.
On the 28th July, a Congress flag was hoisted over the Government
High School at Wardha, and the school was declared closed until further
notice. A certain amount of excitement prevailed when the flag was
#
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removed on the 5th August, but the presence of party of police prevented any unpleasant demonstration and the students agreed to leave
the matter for the consideration of the local Congress Committee.
About 1,500 persons attended a Congress Committee meeting held at
Wardha on the 4th August under the presidency of Govind Rao Deshmukh, Barar-Law of Nagpur. Dr. Khare and other arrested leaders
were congratulated, malguzars were advised not to lease out their toddy
palms, support to Talegaon forest satyagraha was advocated and it was
resolved that the present tax on land should be reduced by 50 per cent.
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233. The week has, on the whole, been a quiet one, and the improvement reported last week has, to a large extent, been maintained. Student
trouble continues at Nagpur itself. Feelmg agamst the Congress for
closing down colleges began to take definite shape and culminated in a
series of letters to a local newspaper. As a set-off to this feeling, Kanitkar, president of the War Council, decided to close the two colleges that
remamed working. Women picketers headed by Mrs. Anusayabai Kale
were employed for the purpose, and the Law and the Hislop Colleges
picketed on the 15th, 17th and 18th. Though anxious to enter ihe
colleges the students refused to break through the line of women picketers, and at the same time decided not to attend their colleges as
protest if these ladies were arrested. In these circumstances, no action
was taken by Government and both colleges closed down.
Of the remaining C. P. Marathi distriots, Bhandara and Wardha
report increased activities in forest satyagraha. Numerous arrests have
been made in both districts, and it is proposed to impose punitive police
on the Arvi tahsil of the Wardha district where agitation is on the
increase.
All four Berar districts report a marked improvement in the situation.
Punitive police was actually installed at one village in the Amraoti
district, and fines levied under the Forest Act recovered either in cash cr
by seizure of bullocks, ornaments, etc. The District Superintendents of
Akola and Yeotmal are of opinion that the forest satyagraha movement
though still continuing is definitely on the wane. The Buldana district
reports no change in the situation.
234. (a) Akola, 20-8-30.—Throughout the week vigorous action under
Section 117 has been taken against persons inciting people to break the
forest laws.
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The total number arrested under Section 117 so far is 67. The result
is that speeches against the forest laws have practically stopped. During
the week satyagraba was done at various centres, but in my opinion, the
movement is rapidly on the wane. Alegaon was one of the worst centres
as wilful
Jungle. The chief people have, howover, been arrested. Another place that gave trouble is Hiwarkhed. The
5
two chief men of the place were sentenced to six months rigorous
imprisonment and Rs. 1,000 fine. As soon as the attachment of their
property started they apologized and begged for mercy. A pleader who
came from Akola was arrested under Section 143. He defended his case,
As a result, he was abused by the volunteers. We raided the volunteers' camp and made several arrests under Section 117 of men who had
been making speeches. Mrs. Joshi, the President of the Berar War
Council, was very depressed when she heard about the apologies and only
stayed in Hiwarkhed for half an hour.
*

4c

Akola
,000
to 3,000 as all the adult male speakers have gone to jail leaving only
women and boys to give lectures.
(d) (i) Bhandara, 14-8-30.—On the 2nd August, Chhaganlal Bharuka
of Nagpur addressed a small meeting at Bhandara at which R. R.
Pathak presided. He emphasised the necessity for non-violence and
advice the people to unite and oppose a Government which was ruling
33 crores of Indians by a skilful application of the divide and rule policy.
Pathak advised the pressure should be brought to bear on Indian
officials through their wives and children.
On the 8th August, about 1,000 persons attended the Garhwal Day
procession at Bhandara. The Reserve Inspector was hit by somebody
with a cap thrown at him while escorting forest satyagraha prisoners
from the station to the jail. At nighit, Shendurnikar presided over a
meeting in which the Congress resolution appealing to troops and police
was read and the loaders under arrest congratulated. The local officers
were criticised by other speakers who advocated the boycott of all
Government servants.
The 8th August saw the first breach of the forest law at Chicholi,
eight miles from Tumsar, when ten satyagrahis led by Damle removed
some grass in the presence of about 2.000 persons. Chaturbhuj, Pathak
(Karmavir) and Gopi Patel of Sihora were arrested under Sections 117
and 143 I. P. C. Damle and other nine volunteers were convicted on
the snot to sentences from 4 to 6 month' rigorous imprisonment.
At night, Fatehchand presided at a meeting of about 300 persons at
Tumsar. Khwaja Baba Lodhu Lai and Gokhale, teacher of Gondia,
delivered speeches! on the day's occurrences. Girdharlal who has been
selected as president of the district war council, declared that the arrest
of leaders would not break the movement.
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At another meeting held on the 9th August, Khwaja Baba urged the
police to resign and join the nationalist movement. Wankhede advocated
boycott of Government servants.
On the 11th August, a second batch of ten, led bjy Ganapat Pande,
Patel of Risama (Amgaon), broke the forest law at Chicholi and was
arrested.
At Andhargaon, Ganapat Sao Kalar is taking a leading part in organising
processions and delivering lectures. School-boys are also joining.
Servants of policemen have stopped work #nd it is daily becoming more
difficult to obtain supplies.
Sitaram Gandhi of Adar has become active. On the 31st July, he
delivered a lecture on the present situation at Adar and enlisted volunteers for iorest satyagraha and liquor shop picketing.
At Gondia, Ratanlal, a petition-writer of Gondia, has been organising
an association called the garib dal, with ostensible object of helping the
poor, and improving their social condition. The movement was opposed
by the Congress Committee.
Hartal was observed on the 4th August as a protest against the Bombay
arrests and at a meeting attended by about 1,000 persons in the evening
the forest law satyagraha programme was broached and four volunteers
for satyagraha enlisted.
On the 7th August, Shaukat Ali passed through by Down Mail to
Calcutta. About 20 Muhammadans at Tumsar and about 200 at Gondia
met him. He advised Muhammadans to take no part in Congress
movements.
Complete hartal was observed at Gondia, on the 8th August, en
account of ihe arrests at Chicholi. Seth Surajmal presided at a meeting
attended by about 3,000 persons. Speakers congratulated the persons
'arrested for forest satyagraha and requested the Muhammadans to join
the movement.
On the 9th August, about 5,000 persons assembled in the Gunj to give
a send off to five persons setting out to break the forest laws. These five
were arrested on the 11th and convicted.
Satyagraha against the forest laws is being started all over the district.
On the 12th August, eight volunteers from Gondia who broke the law at
Teli Nala, were arrested and convicted. Tembhekar pleader, and Nanaji,
petition-writer of Sakoli, who were creating trouble in that tahsil, have been
arrested and convicted under Section 117 to one year's simple imprisonment and rigorous imprisonment, respectively. On the 12th August,
five men led by Bapat, Brahman, (father of a leading pleader of Gondia),
also broke the forest law at Mardoli and have been convicted. Wadegaon (Tiroda) is going to be a new centre. It is said that 27 centres
for satyagraha will shortly be opened in the district. Up-to-date the
arrests number 43.
Boycott of police officers has been stiffening at Tumsar.
(d) (ii) Bhandara. 19-8-30.-—On the 10th August, Shendurnikar presided
at a meeting at Bhandara attended by about 300 persons, and in closing
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the meeting urged his audience to undertake mass satyagraha in the
Government forest. Rs. 10 were collected for Congress funds.
*

*

*

The Excise contractor of Sihora (Tumsar) has as a result of continued
social boycott destroyed his stock of liquor and ganja worth Rs. 400.
On the 15th August, Narayanrao Teli presided over a meeting at
Tumsar of about 400 persons in which forest satyagrahis were congratulated.
*

.

*

*

Well-attended meetings were held at Gondia an the 11th, 13th and
15th August, and at Tirora on the 13th August. The speakers at these
meetings advocated forest satyagraha but recent arrests have apparently
damped enthusiasm for this form of agitation considerably. The Congress flag was hoisted on the District Board Office at Gondia by
Tembhekar on the 14th August.
(k) (i) Nagpur, 21-8-30.—The situation in Nagpur continues, to
improve. Picketing of liquor shops continues, but sales of toddy
are satisfactory and of other liquor moderate. Another consignment of
liquor was successfully distributed from the warehouse on the 10th.
Three men were arrested. Forty more arrests were made during the
week under the Picketing Ordinance. Local volunteers are becoming
scarce and men are being called in from the dehat. Sixteen of these
were among those arrested. The total arrested in the city since the
Ordinance
came into force is now 156.
An ill-timed article in the Hitavada of the 14th urging the re-opening
of the Government College produced an immediate reply from the
Congress who at two meetings that day announced that picketing of tbs
Law and Hislop Colleges would be started from the next morning. Some
50 women and a number of school boys took part in this picketing, with
the result that both colleges closed till the 18th. On the 18th picketing
was resumed. The Law College closed for the day, but the Hislop College
closed down sine die on a request from the students. Picketing was
resumed at the Law College on the 19th and this college has also closed
till the 1st.
On the 15th M. J. Kaftitkar, War Dictator, was arrested in connection
with the picketing of the colleges, and sentenced to one year's rigorous
imprisonment in tVo cases. As a result on the 16th students of the
Neil City and New English High Schools walked out and marched round
the city. The ensuing meeting attracted 1,500.
A. P . Tijare, principal of the Tilak Vildyalava, was arrested on the
18th on a warrant from Chhindwada. There was no excitement.
The situation in the deJmi remains the same. Liquor is issuing from the
Ramtek and Katol warehouses but not elsewhere, P'cketin^ of Vavox
shops is general Seven arrests were made under the Ordinance at Fwamtek.
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There were number of meetings throughout the district but attendances
were smaller. The bulk of the meetings, were to advertise another one
day forest satyagraha which is to take place on the 25th. The District
Magistrate has issued necessary instructions in- this connection.
(ii) S B.. C. P., 21-8-30.—P. K. Salve, who succeeded Kanitkar as
dictator, presided over a meeting of about 2,500 persons on the 15th August.
He thanked the Congress for nominating him as president and said that
the appointment of Abul Kalam Azad as acting president of the All-India
Congress Committee, Dr. Ansari's joining the Congress as a member of
the Working Committee and his own nomination, though a Christian, as
president of the War Council were clear indications of the fact that the
Congress was above communalism. He exhorted the students of the
Law and Hislop Colleges to give up their studies and join the Civil
Disobedience Movement. He declared that picketing of these two colleges
would continue till they were finally closed.
*

*

*

On the evening of the 16th, meetings were held in the city and Sitabuldi
under the presidency of Salve, the audiences numbering 1,000 and 400,
respectively. Speeches were made exhorting the Hislop and Law College
students to either join the Congress or leave the colleges and go back to
their homes, thus avoiding the arrest of picketers especially lady picketers.
(iii) S. B., C. P., 21-8-30.—A private meeting of about 250 students,
representing all the local colleges, was held at Nagpur under the auspices
of the Students' Union on the 17th August. Resolutions were passed
condemning Government's action in arresting Kanitkar for picketing
and deciding to refrain from attending their respective colleges.
A public meeting attended by about 1,200 persons was held the same
night under the presidency of P. K. Salve to congratulate Bharuka and
Kanitkar on their arrests and Salve on his nomination as president of
the War Council.
(iv) S. B.y C. P., 21-8-30.—Mrs. Chandrabhaga Patwardhan delivered a
very mischievous speech at a meeting held in Sitabuldi on the evening of
the 19th instant, which was largely attended by students. Referring to
the Afridi unrest on the Frontier, she declared that British troops would
be used on the Frontier and this would leave the rest of India to the
protection of Indian troops and police who after all were Indians. The
situation furnished a very favourable opportunity for intensifying and
spreading the Civil Disobedience Movement and she urged her audience
to take the fullest advantage of this opportunity,
(q) Wardha, 20-8-30.—Boycott Week was celebrated at Wardha, Hinganghat and Arvi. Professions were taken out. Thirty meetings took place
at various places. The chief topics were non-payment of taxes, forest
satyagraha, boycott of liquor, toddy and foreign cloth, enlistment of
volunteers and call to army and police to leave service. Three leaders
of Hinganghat have been selected for prosecution in connection with
their speeches. Hinganghat and Wardha tahsils organised boycott of
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annual excise auctions and since the close of the week, have demonstrated
their strength by making these auctions impossible. Arvi tahsil concentrated on forest satyagraha. Besides Talegaon where provincial
satyagraha is still lingering on, they organised satyagrahas at eight other
centres, to take place between the 16th and 22nd August. After this, a
mass forest satyagraha by general public is arranged at several centres
on the 25th August. Suitable persons are being selected to be dealt
with. Thalte, pleader of Arvi, has been sentenced to six months' R. I.
and fine of Rs. 400. In view of the determination of Arvi tahsil people
to continue the lawlessness, punitive police is being recommended for
this tahsil.
Picketing of liquor and toddy shops continues at principal places, and
occasional hartals took place for the arrest of local leaders. Malguzars
are being persuaded by the Congress not to lease out their trees for toddy.
Some Mahars of Hinganghat tahsil were boycotted by the villagers on
account of their refusal to give up drinking. Wardha High School
remains closed while Hinganghat Municipal High School is running with
the national flag flying over it.
(r) (i) Yeotmal, 11-8-30.—The Satyagraha movement is decidedly on
the wane. The crowds at the daily grass cutting are less in number and
lack enthusiasm ; and the volunteers who offer themselves for arrest are
with few exceptions ordinary day labourers or servants. Dr. Tembe, the
president of the War Council, has decided to continue the movement as
long as possible but is careful to avoid rendering himself liable to prosecution under Section 117. I.P.C. Karandikar, Dr. Ane and Baba Rao
Gondlekar have been convicted under Section 117, I.P.C. and sentenced
to imprisonment Forest satyagraha at Wun was started on the 4f.h
instant and is continuing. 12 men in all were convicted and sentenced to
imprisonment. Interest is now waning and it is believed the movement
will be called off. Preparations to start satvagraha at Pandharkauda
and Darwha are in progress but there is little interest in the matter.
Public meetings have been held in Yeotmal practically everv day of the
week and were attended by audiences ranging from 200 to 2,500.
Moulana Abdul Gafoor, who spoke at some of these meetings, urged
Muhammadans to join the movement. This agitator's activities are
being watched and he will be prosecuted as soon as possible.
(r) fii) Yeotmal 17-8-30.—A number of students of the Yeotmal High
'School are reported to have visited Pandharkauda. Saikheda, Borioatan
and Net m different batches on the 8th and 9th August. They took out
flas processions and advised bovcott of liquor and foreign goods, but
indirect references were also made to the forest satvagraha. One student
D. K. Deshmukh, declared at Saikheda on the 9th that 60 crores of
monev would be saved to the country if liquor and foreign cloth and
goods were eiven up. Full particulars of these boys' antecedents, etc..
are being collected.
Moulvi Abdul Gafoor of Allahabad attended a meeting of about 175
persons at Ladkhed on the 12th August and tried to enlist the sympathies
of Musalmans for the movement, but after Abdul Karim, the president
m
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of the meeting started to criticize the speaker, the two had a row and
the meeting dispersed.
Note
by
Deputy
Commissioner.—This
man spoke also
at
Pandharkauda. As he has failed to attract any Musalman support, he is
being ignored, but he is a dangerous speaker and the District Superintendent of Police has been requested to obtain more particulars regarding
him.
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GENERAL SUMMARY

235. The C. P. Marathi Provincial Congress Committee organised
mass forest satyagraha in all the Marathi districts on the 25th August,
as a protest against the finger impressions of a political prisoner being
forcibly taken. In the Nagpur district satyagraha was offered in 17
centres. With one exceptl'on this took the form of ceremonial cutting
of small quantities of grass. A disquieting feature of this satyagraha is
the number of persons who participated in it. At Katol in the Nagpur
district practically the whole population of the town numbering approximately eight to ten thousand persons took part in grass cutting and
removed 50 ^arts of grass. While Nagpur city remains quiet, the
situation has deteriorated in the interior of the district. At Ramtek and
Bori there is practically complete boycott of the police and supplies are
difficult to obtain in other areas. In the Wardha district forest satyagraha
was offered in 13 centres. Approximately 10,000 people participated
either as law-breakers or as sympathetic spectators, and damage estimated
at Rs, 3,500 caused. The situation in the Arvi tahsil of this district is
very unsatisfactory. In two instances hundreds of people who elected to
escort political prisoners under arrest, travelled by train without tickets.
In the Chanda district, the satyagraha took the form of illicit felling of
timber. On the 24th August, a party of 24 youths arrived in Chanda town
with timber and bamboos they had cut in the forest, and were arrested.
The police party were immediately surrounded by a truculent crowd and
stones were thrown. At Shegaon in the same district a police SubInspector and an Excise officer, who were searching for illicit liquor, were
surrounded by a hostile mob. The police Sub-Inspector fired two shots
from his revolver in the air, and the crowd immediately closed on them
and after beating both officers removed the revolver.
The Berar districts had a quiet week. Forest satyagraha continues in
a half-hearted manner ^ Yeotmal and Buldana, but enthusiasm in the
movement is waning. The District Superintendent, Amraoti, reports that
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has had a sobering effect on the people of the
has improved considerably.

infliction of heavy
district and the situation

w

*

POLITICAL, POLITICO-RELIGIOUS

AND RACIAL MOVEMENTS

236. (a) Akola, 25-8-30.—The whole of the district is now very quiet.
All the male speakers are in jail. Those men who get up at meetings are
careful not to incriminate themselves. Satyagraha is going on only at one
centre, viz. Karanja. Only the leaders have been arrested and the number
of spectators reported as present on the scene has dwindled to 300.
(e) Buldana, 23-8-30.—Forest
satyagraha was carried on during the
past fortnight at the following centres in the Chikhli taluq and Khamgaon
Sub-Division : —
Chikhli taluq.—Godri, Buldana, Borgaon„ Takerkheda, Jawalkheda,
Dhotra.
Khamgaon Sub-Division.—Hiwarkhed, SirlaKa,, Wajher< Matargaon,
Janori, Jigaon, Chincholi, Sonbardi, Rajur and Teorhi. 184 arrests were
made and the following leaders were convicted under Sections 117, I. P. C.
and 26 of Forest Act and sentenced to one year's rigorous imprisonment.
D. L. Kanade Shastri, V. K. Soman, Rajeshwar Desai, Dr. Kulkarni, and
Laxman Rao Deshmukh.
Numerous meetings have been held in the Khamgaon taluq with the
intention of collecting volunteers. Mass satyagraha has not yet been
recommended.
(0 (i) Chanda, 21-8-30.—Meetings were held all over the district during
the week. The movement in Brahmapuri is distinctly on the wane, due
to the ill-feeling between Brahmans and non-Brahma(ns. Contractors are
now coming forward and are being assisted in getting supplies from the
warehouse. The. movement seems to be gaining strength in Bhisi,
Bhandak and Chamorsi and slackening in Chanda aaid Warora. Counterpropaganda by officials is having a good effect. The weapon of satyagraha
has been turned against Congress, through the District Council in Nagbhir.
A plot of grazing ground belonging to the District Council was offered
for auction, but the sale was successfully boycotted. Congress members
are in the majority on the newly elected Council.
Mr. Thatte and Mrs. Thatte (of Wardha) delivered speeches in Warora
on the 12th August. Miss Thatte appealed to all to boycott foreign cloth
and asked the women to induce their husbands to join the movement.
Thatte's speech was rather offensive.
*

Warora
dclvered most objectionable speeches. On the 18th, inter alia, he urged
;
people to jo n forest satyagraha on the 24th instant. He is being prosecuted under Sections 117/379, I.P.C. and will be arrested today. On
the 19th Deotale, ex M. L. C. Govindrao Yadnik. (captain o! Chanda
volunteers) and Dada Shiwai (schoolmaster of Chanda) spoke at a
th<?
Warora

A-115—65- A.
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All three are being arrested today and will be prosecuted under Sections 117/379, I . P . C
At a meeting in Chanda on the 18th one Ghate delivered an objectionable speech inciting the people to break the forest laws. He was arrested
under Sections 117/397 on the 19th and sentenced to 6 months' R. I.
and Rs. 50 fine on the 20th. This action seems to have had a sobering
effect and with the prosecutions of the remaining leaders we hope the
movement will collapse. Action- is also contemplated against the local
Congress officials for their action in distributing wholesale over the
district a pamphlet urging people to break the forest laws on the 24th.
(f) (ii) 5. B., C. P., 26-8-30.—A later report shows that political
situation in the Chanda district is deteriorating and forest satyagraha is
taking the form of illicit felling of timber. On the 24th a party of
24 youths arrived in Chanda town laden with timber and bamboos which
they had cut in the forest, and were arrested by the police. The police
party was immediately surrounded by a truculent crowd and some
stones were thrown. The Deputy Inspector-Generjal and the district
officers arrived on the spot, and the police with difficulty moved the
crowd back a few paces. The Congress secretary was warned that
unless the crowd dispersed forcible dispersion would have to be resorted
to, and eventually the greater part of the crowd melted away and the
prisoners were removed. The District Superintendent's car was hit with
z large stone as the officers were driving away. Wanton destruction of
timber was also reported from Bhandak and Kothari.
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GENERAL SUMMARY

239. A number of arrests have been made in the interior of Nagpur
district following the mass forest satyagraha on the 25th August. The
number of meetings has decreased and audiences have been smaller.
Boycott of the police has been started at Hingna but has been called ot
at Ramtek. Vigorous action continues in the Waitfha district with
apparently good results. In the Chanda district, 15 persons are under
trial in connection with the assault on a Sub-inspector and an Excise
officer reported last week. On receipt of the news of what had
occurred, the Deputy Superintendent and a strong party of police were
despatched to the scene, and the District Superintendent reports that the
prompt action taken has had a vers salutary effect over the whole of
the tahsil. Six of the 24 youths arrested in Chanda in connection with
the forest satyagraha on the 24th August have furnished apologies and
A-115—65-B.

•
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released
usual undertakings. Twelve others
whipped
ment with fines. A number of arrests have been made for forest
satyagraha throughout the district and the general effect of the action
taken during the last ten days has been most satisfactory. Very few
been
processions are now rare. The District
Superintendent doubts whether any further mass demonstrations will be
attempted for some time.
POLITICAL, POLITICO-RELIGIOUS AND RACIAL MOVEMENTS

240. (a) A kola, 30-8-30.—Paras is the only place in the district where
forest satyagraha is going on. Mrs
attended the opening
ceremony at which she said that no speeches should be made which
might render the speakers liable under Section 117, I.P.C. Five persons
were arrested on the first day but three of them, being boys of under 17
were releasee. On the s econd day all the satyagrahis were boys and so
escaped arrest. Only a few spectators were present.
*

*

The toddy sales were held in Akola on the 25th August. A number of
women picketers tried to prevent bidders from attending and the spectators
round the District Court numbered about 1,000. No untoward incident
occurred. The sales realised only about half the amount collected last
year.
P. R. Oak, cloth merchant, the husband of one of foremost vigorous
>un
Muhammadans
cloth at half price. This sale attracted a crowd
Maiwaris. In the course of the day Rs. 1,300 were realised on the sale
of the cloth. It is said that Oak took the precaution of doubling his
prices before selling at half price.
A meeting of about 5,000 persons was held in Akola on the 28th
August to congratulate the All-India Congress Committee on their
arrest at Delhi. Dr. Munje was the chief speaker. This was the only
important meeting of the week.
(d) Bhandara, 26-8-30.—A special meeting of the Bhandara municipal
committee was held on the 18th August, to condemn the repressive policy
of the district officials. Hartal was observed on the 20th August to protest asainst the convictions of the 19th. The high school was picketed
by women led by Sita Kotia and closed indefinitely. The threatened
picketing of the warehouse was given up after a half-hearted by only
on the 16th and 20th August in
two volunteers. Meetin
which Sakharam Badhai, Lodulal, Narain Swamy, Gopal Deo, Lele,
anoMone or two
Ambhorkar, Nakade. Laxman Koti. Amrit
delivered the usual speeches. Two local forest
Nagp
satyagraha"convicts* have apologised and, since Shendurnikar had been
sick, enthusiasm seems to be waning.
.
The situation at Tumsar appears to have improved considerably during
the last week. Stronger measures brought the taxi-drivers to their senses

r

1028
and their threat not to allow police officers in their cars did not
materialise. Boycott of the police has practically ceased. Only two
sparsely attended meetings were held at which Khwaja Baba, an Arya
Samajist convert, Mande, Wankhede and Satyanarain made cautious
speeches, as far as possible avoiding reference to forest satyagraha.
In spite of the efforts of leaders there has been no response at Pauni.
The inhabitants have not, apparently, forgotten the imposition of
punitive police during the last Non-Co-operation Movement.
A Congress committee has been formed at Andhargaon with Motilal
Marwari, as president, Hiralal Dhanpatsao Kalar as vice-president, and
Shankar Sao as secretary. About 33 volunteers have been enrolled.
Flag processions and meetings are being held regularly.
On the 20th August, Sukhadeo Agarwal presided over a meeting of
about 1,500 persons at Gondia, Kali Charan, Mahar, declared that the
depressed classes might join the Congress if wells and temples were
opened to them. Sukhadeo declared that the forest laws would be
broken at 18 places in the district on the 25th.
*

*

*

The prosecution of local leaders has taken effect at Sakoli, where there
is now little enthusiasm.
Forest satyagraha was offered at seven places in the district on the
19th August. The leaders were arrested and convicted promptly.
Patwardhan, "Field Marshal" of volunteers at Gondia, is being prosecuted under Section 117, I.P.C. The announcement in several centres
by beat of drum that forest satyagraha would be punishable by whipping
seems to have checked the flow of volunteers for the time being.
On the whole, the situation seems to be improving and the novelty of
forest satyagiaha to be wearing off. Eight men in jail have apologised
and some of them have already been released.
(f) Buldana, 3-9-30. Forest satyagraha was continued at the following
villages during the week.
Station-house Jalgaon—Pipalgaon Kale, Rajur and Sultanpur.
"
"
Hiwarkhed—Mandvi
"
" Amrapur—Harni.
"
Mehkar—Belgaon.
*

»

*

The speeches in villages are mainly about forest satyagraha, but there
is now mote advocacy of Swadeshi and the boycott of Government
officers, especially Patels and Mahars.
(g) Chanda, 3-9-30.—Interest during the past fortnight has centred
around the forest satyagraha on the 24th August. Meetings were held at
various places and the people were urged to go en masse to the forest
and to cut and remove as much produce as each needed. The campaign
was particularity intense at Chanda, Warora, Bhandak, Brahmapuri
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and Mul. The following leaders were arrested for incitement before the
24th. (a) Ghate Manohar, Brahman of Wardha, (residing in Chanda),
convicted six months' R. I. and Rs. 50 fine ; (b) Deotale, ex-M.L.C.
of Warora, six months' R. I. and Rs. 400 fine, (q) Govindrao, captain
of Chanda volunteers, six months' R. I. and Rs. 100 fine ; (d) Janardhan
Dadashiwai, schoolmaster of Chanda, six months' R. I. and Rs. 50 fine,
and (e) Ambadas Pattawala, Chanda, six months' R. I. and Rs. 50 fine,
(b), (c) and (d) were arrested at Mul and brought to Chanda by lorry.
On arrival at Chanda a mob of 400 or 500 collected and obstructed the
passage of the lorry. When the Circle Inspector insisted on proceeding
dust was thrown into his eyes and the small police party with him was
stoned. Several police officers were hit and the mob was disguistingly
abusive. The same prisoners were tried in the jail on the 22nd. A large
disorderly crowd collected outside the jail compound and broke the wire
fencing. The small police party posted there was stoned. The Deputy
Superintendent, Circle Inspector and other police officers were hit.
Abuse was abundant. A strong armed party had to be sent to the jail
to restore order. The arrest and conviction of the leaders however had
a very sobering effect.
*

»

*

On the 24th August, 25 youths of Chanda, who had done wilful
damage to a young Government plantation, were arrested in Chanda.
The small police party which effected the arrests was almost overwhelmed
and it was with great difficulty that the Circle Inspector and his force
managed to withstand the onslaught of the unruly mob, which attempted
to release the prisoners. On hearing of the seriousness of the situation
the Deputy Inspector-General (who was on a visit to Chanda), the
District Magistrate and the District Superintendent of Police proceeded
to the spot with more men and extricated the town police from a most
unpleasant situation. Stones and abuse were freely hurled and many
officers including the Circle Inspector and the District Superintendent
were hit. On the 26th when the prisoners were tried, a large mob
collected outside the jail. No stones were thrown but the crowd was
very unruly and their extremist slogans excited all the prisoners inside
the jail to such an extent that serious trouble within the jail was only
asked for
narrowly averted.
pardon and were released on promising to take no further part in the
movement. 12 others were whipped and the remainder sentenced to
various terms of imprisonment and fines. The mob had become so
unruly that a batch of S. A. F. had to be requisitioned from Nagpur
and arrived on the 27th.
These prosecutions and sentences had a distinctly sobering effect.
This was the only important instance of a breach of the forest laws in
Chanda area. Nagri (Warora) and some villages of Bhandak area
perhaps gave the most trouble. The leader of this area, Jasraj Marwadi,
was prosecuted and sentenced to nine months' rigorous imprisonment and Rs. 400 fine. Several persons from Nagri were also prosecuted
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and sentenced to various terms of imprisonment and fines. The leader,
who was sentenced to four months' rigorous imprisonment and Rs. 400
fine, is very anxious to obtain a pardon. Simultaneously Mrs. Thatte
and Bal Munje of Wardha (brother and sister) were arrested for a similar
offence. The former was sentenced to Rs. 50 fine and the latter lo
Rs. 50 or two months' imprisonment. During the trial of the abovementioned persons on the 27th a large unruly crowd collected outside the
jail compound. The S. A. F. on duty had great difficulty in maintaining
order and it was only after a lathi charge that the crowd became at all
reasonable
Attempts to rouse the people of Sindewahi, Chamorsi, Brahmapuri and
Naghbir to forest satyagraha proved more or less abortive. There were
depredations in Chimur area, but action taken in Ijhe adjoining area ot
Shegaon has had a good effect. Further prosecutions in Chimur are
contemplated. Mul gave considerable trouble and six leaders are being
arrested today. Further action in Bhandak area is also pending. The
only place in the South Chanda Division to give trouble was village
Ponbhurna of Kothari station-house. The station-house officer, Kothari,
went to effect some arrests and was forcibly obstructed. A strong posse
was despatched to the village and the four wanted persons were arrested
without difficulty,
The general effect of action during the last ten days has been most
satisfactory. Speeches are rare and contain nothing objectionable. This
size of the once highly popular processions has dwindled beyond
recognition
Proposals to impose punitive police in Chanda town have
been forwarded to government. There was a strong rumour that the
forest laws were again to be broken today (the 3rd September) but
nothing has materialised. The situation is now quiet.
(n) (i) Nagpur, 28-8-30.— The city continues very quiet, and there is
little or no excitement. Picketing continues, buti toddy sales are normal.
Foreign and country liquor sales are about 30 per cent of normal, but
this is due to customers not coming forward, rather than to picketing.
Fourteen arrests were made under the Ordinance, bringing the total to
date to 170.
*

*

*

On the 23rd August, there was a partial hartal on account of Abul
Kalam Azad's arrest, and the same evening a public meeting to
congratulate him was attended by 1,500 persons.
The Marbod procession of the 24th August passed off quietly. It was
primarily a political demonstration against liquor drinking. On the
24th afternoon a large procession of about 15,000 persons was taken out
to celebrate the forcible taking of Abhyank&r's finger impressions, and
was fillowed by the usual meeting.
<
*

*

*
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On the 28th August, there was complete hartal on account of th
arrests of members of the All-India Congress Working Committee at
Delhi.
*

•

Contrary to the city the situation in the interior has much
deteriorated during the last fortnight and several station-house officers
report definite anti-Government feeling and difficulty in getting supplies.
The arrest of seven picketers at Ramtek under the Ordinance on the 19ih
August has been followed by an almost complete boycott of the local
police.
At Umred the decision to issue liquor from the warehouse on the
20th August had to be abandoned at the last moment owing to the news
defiant
*

*

Mass satyagraha took place in a number of centers on the
25th
August, but all reports have not yet come in. The only material damage
been
at Chorbaoli where 89
bein
In Hingna 2,000 villagers cut grass, in Bori 500, and in Killod 200.
The damage was nominal.
In consultation with the District Magistrate I have oidered the arrests
of 26 leaders throughout the district but the number of prosecutions wiil
doubtless be increased when further reports and details about Chorbaoli
come in. Umred, curiously enough, took no part in the satyagraha.
*

•

*

(li) Nagpur, 3-9-50.—Nagpur city continues very quiet. Liquor sales
continue to improve. 37 picketers were arrested under the Ordinance
during week, bringing the total to 205. Liquor was issued from the
warehouse under police escort.
*

*

*

On the 28th August, there was a hartal in honour of the arrest of the
members of the All-India Congress Committee at Delhi. The procession
and meeting in the evening were fairly small and only 4,000 attended.
At a meeting on the 29th August to congratulate Bajrang, a leading
the toddy pot breaking
week, Dangre, member of the war council, made a direct appeal to
violence. He was arrested on the 1st August under Section 108, C.P. C.
and sentenced to one year's simple imprisonment. The subsequent meeting to congratulate him was attended by 1,500 persons. Manikrao
Deshmukh of Katol has been elected in his place, but this man's prosebeeoi ordered in connection

August
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The increasing; part in the movement being taken by students is
marked. Many of the picketers arrested have been students of the
Tilak Vidyaiaya, and a few of Government colleges. They are also
being extensively used for propaganda in the interior.
There was no forest satyagraha in Umred tahsil. The 41 persons to
be prosecuted, many of whom are already under arrest or released
on bail, are all leading malguzars or volunteers.
They include
Samiulla Khan of Dhotiwara, Manikrao Deshmukh of Katol, Nimgaonkar
of Nagpur, Puranik of Nagpur, P. D. Kulkarni of Nagpur and Joshi of
Nagpur.
The general situation in the interior continues much the same. Boycott
of the police has started at Hingna but on the other hand it has been
called off at Ramtek and in Sirsi the situation has improved.
Liquor shop picketing is general, and intense at Mansar and Kandri,
where Kols from the mines are taking a very active part. We are
making arrests there tomorrow. Contractors complain of social boycott
and several station-house officers complain of imability to get help or
supplies on tour. Seven arrests were made at Kamptee under the Picketing Ordinance.
*

(ii) Wardha, 1-9-30.—Mass forest satyagraha was offered at 14 centres
in the Arvi and Wardha tahsils on the 25th August. Altogether about
15,000 persons, including women, took part in the presence of about
10,000 spectators. Arrests were made at four centres. Considerable
damage, amounting to about Rs. 3,500, was done, mostly in those places
where it was impossible to make police arrangements.
As a result of strong representation, arrangements are being made to
remedy the shortage of jaili accommodation, and this should enable three
more centres to be dealt with in near future.
*

Ratan Lai Khatri of Himgjanghat was awarded four months' rigorous
imprisonment for attempting to tamper with the loyalty of the police.
Pandharinath Senad who has giving trouble at Hinganghat and Warora, is
being prosecuted under Section 108, C. P. C. 18 men have been challaned
for assaulting toddy drinkers in Hinganghat tahsil.
The situation is still bad in the Arvi tahsil. Two tahsil peons and a
kctwal were badly beaten in a village and the miikaddam and eight others
are being prosecuted. The villagers are generally hostile and there have
been several complaints by forest subordinates. Suitable action is beting
taken.
Further mass satyagraha is threatened for the 7th September.
(u) Yeotmal, 31-8-30.—Enthusiasm for forest satyagraha is flagging and
as volunteers are not available in Yeotmal town canvassing in the villages
has begun. Since the 22nd August only two small batches offered
satyagraha in Yeotmal.
*

*

*
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. Meetings were held almost daily at Yeotmal and attracted audiences
ranging from 1,000 to 4,000. Speeches were anti-Government and the
following were prominent: —Choudhary, pleader, Yeotmal,
Damle,
Duigatai Joshi of Akola, G. N. Kothekar, pleader, Yeotmal, and Sahasrabudhe of Amraoti. Dr. Munje visited the district during the week and
after addressing meetings at Yeotmal, Wun and Darwha quietly left the
district. His speech on the 25th August at Darwha was an incitement
to break the forest law. He advised people to visit villages for propaganda and to enrol as volunteers in order to pull down the Government.
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GENERAL SUMMARY

243. There has been some deterioration in Nagpur city, where the
C. P. Marathi War Council has begun intensive agitation over the
whipping of two Ramtek volunteers for forest satyagraha. Certain
centres in the interior of the district have also given trouble. The rest
of the Marathi districts, however, including Wardha, show a definite
improvement
The situation throughout the Niagpur district has deteriorated. The
city itself had been quiet for some weeks, but the whipping of two forest
satyagrahis for theft was made the occasion for an hartal and demonstration, the primary objects of which were to revive waning public interest
in the movement and to exert pressure on Government over the question
1
of whipping
The excitement has) not yet subsided and the attendance
at public meetings has increased considerably. In the interior of the
district there is excitement in Umred, Saoner and Ramtek over the
picketing of the liquor warehouses. On the 12th September, a party of
police engaged in issuing liquor from the warehouse at Saoner was
obstructed by 50 volunteers who lay on the road. The volunteers were
removed, but a little further on the road was found blocked with carts,
boulders and building material and the police lorry was surrounded by
a mob of about 3,000 persons. Reinforcements soon arrived from
Nagpur after removing boulders and logs of wood from the road at two
places outside Saoner. The mob round the lorry refused to disperse and
a lathi charge was resorted to, in the course of which about eight persons
were injured. The mob then scattered and the liquor was delivered. Six
arrests were made and punitive police is being imposed on the town. At
Ramtek also liquor issuing from the warehouse under police protection
* __

1

Details are given subsequently.

___^

'

_

*

^
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was held up by prostrate volunteers and was not delivered till next day.
Four arrests were made and the situation is now reported to be easier.
With the assistance of punitive police which arrived on the 1st September
some 200 arrests were made in connection with the mass forest satyagraha
offered in the Arvi tahsil of the Wardha district on the 25th August. A
large proportion of the arrested persons freely apologised and paid compensation. The rest were suitably punished. There are now no leaders
in the Arvi tahsil and the Congress party is thoroughly disorganised.
Rs. 6,000 have already been recovered in tines. Mass satyagraha was
offered at Keljhar in the Wardha tahsil on the 7th September. About 3,000
persons actively participated, but removed grass only. 47 arrests were
made, including that of the chief organiser, and more are to be effected.
Those already made include practically every leader of importance in the
tahsil. Mass forest satyagraha was similarly offered on the 7th September
at 28 places in the Bhandara district.
*

*

*

*

News from Berar continues to be satisfactory. Forest satyagraha was
offered at nine centres, in the Akola district on the 5th September. Only
volunteers of no status took part and, except in one case, only grass was
removed. Similar satyagraha was offered at two places near Yeotmal.
The District Superintendent, Akola, reports an increase in the number of
speeches inciting to non-payment of taxes.
POLITICAL, POLITICO-RELIGIOUS AND RACIAL MOVEMENTS

244, (a) Akola, 7-9-30.—Forest satyagraha was offered at nine centres
in the district on the 5th September.
*

*

*

The Akola High School was closed on the 2nd September as the bovs
insisted on saluting the Congress flag on the school premises. The boys
took out a procession through the town as a protest.
*

*

*

(c) (i and ii) Bhandara, 9-9-30.—On the 31st August, Sakharam Badhai
presided over a meeting of 150 persons at Bhandara and declared that
forest satyagraha was to be offered at 28 places in the district on the
3rd September.
Well-attended meetings were held at Tumsar on the 31st August, and
the 3rd and 5th September. Kisan Doma Teli, Narayan Teli, Wankhede
and Makde were prominent. On the 5th there was a farcical discussion
over the imposition of punitive police at Tumsar, when it was resolved
that the town was not in a disturbed condition and there was no
necessity for the imposition of extra police.
Makde, Wankhede, Khwaja Baba and Prabhakar have been touring the
villages in station-houses Tumsar and Andhargaon, spreading forest
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satyagraha propaganda.
Makde, Wankh:de and Prabhakar were
arrested on the 7th September and sentenced to nine months' rigorous
imprisonment each. Hartal was observed at Tumsar on the 8th. The
arrests appear to be having a sobering effect and speeches are now more
guarded.
Complete hartal was observed at Pauni on the 30th August on account
of the Delhi arrests. Keshav Khokle and Dinanath, vice-president,
municipal committee, have been prominent in meetings, but there is
practically no local enthusiasm. On the 1st September, Bhagwant, a
pleader's attorney at Bhandara, delivered an objectionable speech which
is being examined.
Wazalwar and Deo, volunteers from Bhandara, visited Adar on the
2nd September and delivered short speeches abusing the police and
urging their boycott. On the 3rd September, Someshwar, schoolmaster,
presided over a meeting of about 400 persons at which Motirain
Deshmukh and Gopal Y. Deo spoke abusively against the local police.
The Sub-Inspector Wjas hit with a brick from behind, but the culprit could
not be detected. Deo has since been prosecuted and convicted for
abetment of forest satyagraha.
On the 1st September a meeting of about 4,000 persons assembled at
Gondia under the presidency of Joglekar, the new dictator. Dalsukh,
Sheo Balak, Kesho Rao and Hattewar spoke. Sukhdeo and some boys
Murdohi were congratulated, and the grass
ed for Rs. 12.
Dalsukh Gujerati, who has visited Salekhas^ on the 30th August,
lectured to about 200 persons. He criticised British rule and advocated
non-payment of taxes.
The forest laws were broken on the 3rd September at 28 places in the
district and about 21 arrests have been made. Police were present
practically everywhere but took action at 8 places only. The arrests of
leaders and threats of punitive police are having effect and the crowds
that attended the satyagrahi were much less numerous than formerly.
About 25 piisoners in jail have tendered apologies and are being released.
Since the arrests at Gondia the situation has improved throughout the
district.
(j) (i) Nagpur, 11-9-30.—On the 2nd September, Puranik, secretary of
the Nagpur Congress Committee, was arrested in connection with the
forest satyagraha on the 25th August, and a meeting in the evening to
congratulate him was attended by 1,500 persons.
On the 9th September, Manikrao Deshmukh of the war council was
arrested, also for forest satyagraha. At the ensuing meeting of about
M
3..000 persons
ing the arrogant attitude of the Viceroy during the peace talks and
condemning the whipping of two prisoners convicted for theft in connection with the forest satyagraha on the 25th August.
«

*

*

1

*

Practically all the arrests in connection with the forest satyagraha of
the 25th August have been effected and the result is reported to be
good. In Hingna, boycott of the police was started but has stopped, and
there is now no boycott at Ramtek or Sksi.
Liquor picketing continues generally, and is intense at Ramtek and at
Saoner. At both places abortive attempts were made to issue liquor
from the warehouses even with the assistance of the local police. A
small party had to be sent to Ramtek on the 10th, where four arrests
were made under the Ordinance.
Deolapar reported mass forest satyagraha on the 6th, 7th, and 8th
September. Some 1,000 trees were cut on the first two days. On the
8th (when only grass was cut) 11 persons were arrested.
There have been the usual meetings everywhere.
(ii) S. B., C. P., i/-9-30.—Partly to stimulate public interest in
Nagpur city which had become too quiet for the liking of Congress, and
partly with the object of overawing Government on the whipping question,
the C. P. Marathi War Council has begun intensive agitation over the
whipping of two Ramtek volunteers in the Nagpur jail for forest satyagraha. The whipping was severely condemned at a public meeting
attended by about 3,000 persons held on the evening of the 9th September and an hartal announced for the 10th. On the morning of the
10th September, batches of volunteers picketed the Law Courts, the
Civil Secretariat and other Government offices. Originally clerks and
others were stopped, but eventually the pickelers announced that pleaders
only would be prevented from entering the Courts. P. K. Salwe,
dictator, who was present at the Law Courts controlling the picketing,
and three others arrested. Eight more arrests are to be made. An
excited crowd collected and the Court compound was cleared by the
police, four persons sustaining slight injuries. The hartal in city was
more or less complete with the exception of the Sadar Bazaar.
Women picketers were on duty at the mills. At 4 p.m. a procession
of about 20,000 persons including 1,000 women, escorted the two whipped
satyagrahis through the city. The satyagrahis were carried on stretchers
in motor-cars and behind them followed a large placard illustrating their
punishment. The procession was very noisy and excited but nothing
untoward occurred. Abourt 8,000 persons attended a meeting held
during the evening. The speakers again condemned the sentence of
whipping, but welcomed them as a blessing in disguise to revive the
enthusiasm of the people. At the present moment there is a definite
revival of agitation in Nagpur and the attitude of the public has deteriorated,
(iii) S. B., C. P., 12-9-30.—Madhavrao Joglekar, formerly a Professor
of the Hislop College and now residing at Gondia (Bhandara), has been
elected Dictator of the C. P. Marathi War Council vice Salve arrested.
(p) Yeotmal, 7-9-30.—The forest satyagraha movement has been
making some progress in the station-houses surrounding Yeotmal, and
r
the law w as broken a,t village Sonkhas, station-house Ladkhed, ten miles
from Yeotmal, on the 3rd September and at village Durg, station-house
Kalamb, on ihe 5th. During the two days 12 persons were arrested of
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whom five were released unconditionally and the remaining seven
suitably convicted four of them being sentenced to fines amounting to Rs. 900.
The new dictator at Yeotmal. L. K. Oak, pleader, a nd two young
firebrands, Laxmikant Deshpande and Waman Rao Toralkar of village
Mohagaon, station-house Ladkar, were also arrested under Section 117
I. P. C. The last two have been convicted, but the case against Oak
is pending. Kolhe, ex-M.L.C. has been appointed dictator.
Efforts are being made to stir up enthusiasm for forest satyagraha at
village Manikwada, station-house Ner, and village Dabha, station-house
Babulgaon, but are not likely to be very successful.
On the 7th September, R. M. Deshmukh, ex-Minister, hoisted national
flags on the District Board Office and the Central Bank at Yeotmal.
Kolhe was the chief organizer of this show.
Vinayak Laxman, Brahman of Warora, Chanda district, addressed
Congress meetings on the usual subject at village Khairi, Chahad and
Wadki in station-house Wadki, between the 21st and 30th August.
Umabai, Lilabai Oak and Marathe, pleader, of Akola, addressed two
meetings of 500 and 300 persons at Umiarkhed on the 29th August and
1st September. Umabai alone advocated the breaking of forest and
other laws. Desambhat, who was sentenced to imprisonment at Pusad
but was later released on account of dysentery, attended and helped the
proceedings.
Other meetings in the interior have been addressed by local agitators.
There are daily flag and prabhat pheri processions at Ralegaon, where
the local leaders need watching.
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247.
connection
Jcglekar of Gondia, who succeeded Salve as dictator, has adopted a
milder policy than his predecessors, and the attendance at public
meetings has fallen and picketing is less intense. The interior too is
quieter since the action at Saoner on the 12th. Mass forest satyagraha
was planned in numerous centres throughout the Marathi districts on the
15th September In the Wardha tahsiil, where the promoters had hoped
to s t a - a demonstration on a very large scale, a show of force on the
part of the police was remarkably successful. Four parties of armed
warn
the inhabitants of the consequences of satyagraha. The result of this

r"
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was that the villagers refused to participate, and only 25 professional
agitators set out for the jungle and were dispersed by force. The
satyagraha was carried out as planned in the Nagpur and Bhandara
districts, but it was on the whole unenthusiastic and the damage slight.
*«i
*

The improvement
satyagraha against the
of arrests were made.
suspended. Successful
sub-division.

in Berar has been maintained.
Half-hearted
forest laws was offered at Yeotmal and a number
In Akola, forest satyagraha has been temporally
police raids have been carried out in the Wasim

POLITICAL, POLITICO-RELIGIOUS AND RACIAL MOVEMENTS

248. (a) Akola, 15-9-30.—There was excessive rain throughout the week
and, with the exception of at a few places at the beginning of the week,
forest satyagraha hasi been suspended. Kondoli in the Wasim sub-division
had become a centre for satyagraha, which was done in the neighbouring
jungle at Sawargaon. The Assistant Superintendent of Police, Wasim, took
a posse of police there on the 4th September and raided the shibir. The
volunteers had however already left the place. In three days 33 satyasrahis were arrested.
*

*

The Deputy Superintendent took out a party of police to Mana, in
which range extensive damage to sindhi trees had been done, on the
5th September. He arrested nine satyagrahis, all of whom were tried on
the spot and sentenced to two years' rigorous imprisonment each. The
Deshmukhs of Jamti, the centre of the political agitation, were had up
and warned. Unfortunately there was no evidence for their prosecution.
A further demonstration is about to be made in the Dhanaj circle.
*

(1) (i) Nagpur, 17-9-30.—The injuries caused while dispersing the crowd
at the law courts on the 10th September number about 14. None was
serious. Four arrests were made on the spot, including Salve, Wat
Dictator, and seven more including P. M. Naidu, were arrested on the 11th,
all under the Ordinance. All is quiet since then and the threatened mass
picketing of law courts on the 15th did not materialise. All the
volunteers arrested were noted leaders, so that the volunteers' system is
considerably disorganised. Also Joglekar of Gondia, who has replaced
salve, has publicly condemned such demonstrations, as well as picketing,
boycott of schools hartals, etc. He is not being *oo well received, and
will probably not long remain dictator.
On the 11th September, there was a meeting of about 3,500 persons to
previous day. Dr. L. V. Paranjpe
was among the speakers,
purpose
were held on the 12th.
Dr. Cholkar
*
*
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On the 15th September, E. S. Patwardhan, Secretary of the War
Council, was arrested in connection with the forest satyagraha on the
25th August and Nimgaonkar, was arrested on the 16th. Both had made
themselves scarce. Six leading volunteers of Itwari were also arrested for
forcible picketing in connection with the attempted hartal on the 13th. At
a meeting of 2,000 persons the same night Joglekar declared his policy
but was not too well received.
Seven arrests were made under the Ordinance for picketing liquor shops
during the week.
Mass forest satyagraha took place in the district on the 15th September.
The demonstrations at six centres were very small as compared
to those of the 25th August. Local leaders were conspicuous by their
absence (presumably due to the 41 arrests i!n connection with the last
satyagraha) and no tree cutting is reported so far. The next forest
satyagraha is fixed for the 25th September.
There was trouble over the issue of liquor at Saoner and Ramtek. At
Saoner on the 8th September an attempt w|as made to issue liquor with
the aid of local police. The liquor was got out but unfortunately the
lorry punctured near Patansaongi village; and a number of Saoner
volunteers who had followed in a taxi rapidly collected 200 villagers and
prevented the lorry proceeding further,
At Ramtek liquor was issued from the warehouse on the 9th September
with the aid of the local police, but it was impossible to get it through
the town owing to obstruction and the consignment had to be deposited
/n the police naka. Police successfully delivered the liquor. Three
arrests were made under the Ordinance. A second consignment was
issued on the 16th with aid from headquarters. Five arrests were made
under the Ordinance.
Several station-houses report an improvement in the situation due to
recent arrests. At Umrer, there is some trouble over picketing and boycott
of an Honorary Magistrate and in several places, liquor contractors are
being boycotted.
There have been many meetings for general propaganda. Several were
attended by Salve and' Patwardhan. In Katol the general trend of the
speeches is towards non-payment of the enhanced District Council taxes.
L. S. Sherlekar, pleader, has succeeded Nimgaonkar on the War
Council.
(ii) Nagpur, 19-9-30.—Mass forest satyagraha is reported from many
centres on the 15th September.
The satyagraha was on a much smaller scale than on the previous
occasion, and all station-houses report that one of the prominent features
was the absence of persons of importance. The total damage is estimated
at less than Rs. 50. The persons selected for prosecution are the leaders
and volunteers in each centre.
The next satyagraha is fixed for the 25th September.
(r) Wardha, 16-10-30.—Police parties accompanied by magistrate visited
six centres where mass forest satyagraha was offered on the 25th August.
Several arrests were made and many accused apologised. These drives

\
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had a particularly good effect in the Arvi tahsil, and the Talegaon
satyagraha has been closed.
The Wardha tahsil sajtyagraha was organised at Keljhar. 47 persons
were prosecuted and convicted. About 105000 persons including about
1,000 women, took part.
A further mass movement was planned to take place at Salai-mothi in
the Wardha tahsil on the 15th September. It was widely advertised, and
the promoters hoped to make it larger than any previous demonstration.
The President and Secretary of the district war council, who had signed
LS, were arrested at Wardha, on the 14th. Four parties of
poli
inhabitants of the consequences, if such satyagraha were offered. This action immediately took
effect: the malguzar of Salai-mothi not only refused to have anything to
do with the movement, but also- gave a dinner to the whole police force
consisting of about 110 men. Only 25 professional agitators eventually
set out for the jungle. They were dispersed by force and the leader was
arrested.
*

*

(s) Yeotmal, 13-9-30.—Forest satyagraha was offered at Yeotmal on the
8th and 11th September, and ten persons were convicted and sentenced to
imprisonment. The following leaders were arrested at Yeotmal foi
making inflammatory speeches.—Vinchurkar, A. R. Sakhale, pleader,
D. Bhatkhande and A. S. Chaudhari. pleader.
*

The movement appears to have died out at Kalamb station-house.
Meetings were held at Yeotmal, Ralegaon, Umarkhed and Wadki during
the week, at which the usual time-worn Congress subjects were discussed
At the Yeotmal meeting it was announced that M. P. Kolhe £>;t-M.L.C
had succeeded as dictator. At Ralegaon, Kolhe's appeal for satyagrahis
received no response.
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250. As a result of vigorous action taken, forest satyagraha is now
everywhere half-hearted and spasmodic, anti-Government agitation
generally is less intense. In several of the cities picketing has weakened
and merchants are reported to have again started selling foreign cloth.
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The Nagpur city is still suiet. On the 22nd September, processioa
of about 3,000 persons was taken out in protest against the acceptance^
by the Central Provinces delegates of the invitation to attend the Round
Table Conference. A small fracas occurred opposite the bungalow of
Dr, Munje, where a band of Munje's supporters rushed the procession and
seized a placard depicting the doctor as a rhinoceros. Some improvement
is apparent in the interior of the district. The picketing of an honorary
magistrate at Umred has been called off. and nine arrests made recently
created no excitement. Thirty-two selected leaders have been arrested in
connection with the forest satyagraha on the 15th. At one place only
was any considerable damage done. This was in the Sirsi station-house,
where upward of a thousand young teak trees were destroyed by a crowd
of satyagrahis from fourteen villages. A strong police party has been
sent, out to deal with this area. Mass satyagraha was again offered
throughout the district on the 25th, but from reports received it does not
appear to have been well supported. The District Superintendents,..both
of Hiandi and Bhandara report a distinct improvement in the general
situation due to the more vigorous measures adopted. News from Wardha
is again satisfactory.
™

POLITICAL, POLITICO-RELIGIOUS AND RACIAL MOVEMENT

M

T.

251. (a) A kola, 22-9-30.—A small force of police was sent to Dhanaj,
which has been giving trouble by boycotting persons who refused to
r
sub cribe to the Congress funds. Nine men were challaned under
Sections 143 and 341. I. P. C. and convicted to six months' rigorous
sonment. The Murtizap
• Mangrul
On the
two lectu
R. P. Kelkar and S. J. Sunar from Akola, were arrested under
Section 143. I. P. C.
The Marwaris of Kurramkhed, station-house Borgaon, were boycotted
for refusing to subscribe to the Congress funds. Some of them went to
Akola, where the Congress Committee promised to raise the boy
boycott
return for a subscription of Rs. 300. They refused to pay 1
has been called off.
There was trouble with the prisoners in the Akola jail for two days.
Mohanlal, a well-to-do prisoner from Yeotmal went on hunger strike as
a protest against the prisoners having to use iron cooking pot. After
seven davs* fast the rumour get round that forcible feeding would be done,
and a number of prisoners demanded to see Mohanlal to assure them-,
selves that he was all right. That night the prisonersi got very rowdy"
and shouted slogans till 11 p.m. On the following day a small force of
S. A. F. was taken and marched through the Jail. A number of the ring
and
with flogging. The
begu
Akola town. There have been
five meetings, the largest of which was attended by about 5,000 persons
Notices about boycotting British goods have been pasted about the town
A-115—66- A.
t

*

r

*
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and in two of the processions placards were carried by boys and also
placed on cycles and carts. Enthusiasm for Congress work, however, is
almost entirely dead.
(b) Amraoti, 21-9-30.—The whole district is very quiet at present,
Speakers are now avoiding instigating breaking of the forest law and
felling of toddy trees. During the week six persons were prosecuted
under Section 117, I. P. C. for speeches delivered earlier in the month.
&t Daryapur, Babasaheb Khaparde made a very guarded speech in
which he exhorted the audience not to withhold payment of land revenue
unless orders from the Congress were received.
(d) Bhandara, 23-9-30.—About 200 persons attended a meeting at
Bhandara on the 15th September under the presidency of Bajirao Badhai,
Shankar Markande made the usual anti-Government speech and grass
removed from Government forest was auctioned.
The liquor boycott continues and police assistance was given to the
Bhandara contractor on the 16th September to enable him to replenish
his stock from the warehouse.
Meetings to advertise forest satyagraha were held at Tumsar on the 15th
and 19th September, the attendance at each being about 500 persons.
There was not much enthusiasm. However, there seems to be a split in
the local Congress executive.
A meeting of the Municipal Committee at Gondia on the 14th September
resolved that, as the Congress policy was one of non-violence, the
imposition of punitive police was unnecessary,
Beharilal Sharma has been appointed dictator at Gondia in place of
Keshav Rao, arrested. It is reported that in future Gondia will not send
volunteers for forest satvagraha in other tahsils of the district. There
will be no central organization, and each tahsil will manage for itself.
Out of 36 centres throughout the district at which forest satyagraha was
offered on the 10th September, grass was actually removed at 25 places
by 86 volunteers, and in two others ten man were arrested under
Section 143, L P. C. 24 accused in all were prosecuted. Satyanarain of
Tumsar, and Keshav Rao of Gondia were put uo under Section 117,
I. P. C.
On the whole the situation has improved during the week. Gondia
particularly is quieter.
(f) fiuldana, 21-9-30.—Forest satyagraha has continued in Shegaon,
Jalamb, Tampon. Hiwarkhed, Nandura, Jalgaon, Malkapur. Janefal and
Borakhedi station-house. 21 co^es under section 379, T. P. C. have been
registered. It stopped on the 9th September owing to the heavy floods.
•

•

The patel, patwari, and mulki patel of Jalamb
bovcotted for havin^ given the names and status
*he police.
(g) Chanda, 22-9-30.—The situation in Chanda
satisfactory. Meetings are held but the speeches
feris are taken out regularly but the size of the
A-115—66-B.

station-house are being
of forest satyagrahis to
town continues to be
are very mild. Prahhat
processions disminishes
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day by da>. Merchants have definitely decided to sell foreign cloth after
Diwali. No one now comes to the jail compound when trials are being held.
Enthusiasm over arrests and convictions has waned noticeably.
Arrests in lihandak and Warora have had a good effect and tho^e places
are now quiet, and there is no talk of further forest satyagraha. Mul is
quiet for the every troublesome village of Rajoli : action is being taken
there. It is too early to judge the effect of arrests in Armori and
Gadchiroli, in which places forest satyagraha was* done recently. It is
practically certain that our action will have the desired effect. Nagpui
volunteers have been very active in these parts. Chimur continued to give
trouble. The Deputy Superintendent is there with a force of police and
has effected several arrests. One village of Sindewahi gave a certain
amount of trouble, but the arrest of a prominent woman malguzar and
agitator and several misguided volunteers seems to have had a good effect.
On the whole the all over the district has improved considerably. A few
villages of the Bhisi area, to which speakers have given great attention,
remain to be cleared up.
Narsingh Baba Pachlegaonkar arrived in Chanda on the 14th September,
after having been deported from Hyderabad State. He has delivered
several lectures in Chanda but his speeches .are not very objectionable.
(p) Nagpur, 26-9-30.—Reports have now been received from the
remaining centres regarding the forest satyagraha of the 15th September.
•

*

•

Liquor picketing continues as before, but issues have been made during
the week from Nagpur, Ramtek (twice) and Umred warehouses. Police
assistance, however, has still to be supplied from headquarters. I went
with the Deputy Commissioner and a strong party of police to Umred, as
arrests had to be made for picketing of forest satyagraha in Umred (9),
Bhiwapur (2) Kuhi (6), and Makardkhokr* (2), as well as issue of liauor.
There was no obstruction of any kind. The picketing: of the Honorary
r
Magistrate's house at Umred has now been called off.
*

*

*

On

procession of 3.500 persons was taken out
_
_ Sign
, of remonstration against fhe Round Table
Conference. Effigies of Dr. Munje and the Honourable Mr. Tambe were
also carried. While passing through the city, a number of Munje's
followers two of whom had daggers, dashed in a car into the middle of
the procession and seized and destroyed Munje s effigy. The car was
slightly damaged. At the ensuing public meeting, and m the citv
generally the bad taste of Congress in producing an effigy of Dr. Munje
was condemned.
*

(V) Wardha. 30-9-30.—Though Congress has considerably weakened,
anti-Government agitation continues and 16 meetings were held in the
district during the week. A Station is now nerhaps most intense in
Hmeanghit, where three leaders are still at large.

A
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The Wardha T&hsil Congress Committee has made much ado about the
Moti Salai dispersal and Jias threatened another mass demonstration in the
near future. There is not likely to be any great response.
The Arvi Tahsil committee is busy enlisting volunteers, includmg
a number of women, and collecting money in an attempt to regain lost
ground.
i

*

*

*

In the Hinganghat tahsil a number of village officials are reported to be
assisting the Congress and in several villagers pressure is being brought to
bear on those who decline to do so. The Tahsildar is visiting such places
with a party of police.
The picketing of liquor shops continues and the District Magistrate has
recommended the extension of the Picketing Ordinance,
(w) Yeotmal, 21-9-30.—Forest satyagraha was performed at Naisapur,
station-house Kalamb, and Sarul, station-house Babulgaon, on the 20th
September. At the former place six persons were arrested and sentenced
to imprisonment, two also being fined Rs. 400 and Rs, 200. At the
latter, five persons were arrested and their antecedents and status are being
enquired into.
Two juvenile leaders, who had been stirring up trouble in Kalamb
station-house were arrested under Section 117, I. P. C. One of these is
a High School student, has been convicted while the second, who is said
to be the son of a well-to-do landlord, has been remanded to custody.
* The movement is now in. a moribund state, but the leaders are reluctant
to close it down at this stage and are doing their best to keep it alive.
Meetings to advocate the boycott of British goods -and liquor were held
at Yeotmal, Darwha. Pusad, Umarkhed and Wadki during the week.
At one of the Yeotmal meetings G. N. Kothekar and Damle, pleaders,
appealed to students to abandon their studies; and take up the national
cause. Kothekar further exhorted the students to emulate the example of
the Japanese youths who had died at Port Arthur for the honour of their
country.
i

•
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252. Dashera (Dasara)
off peacefully in Nagpur city. Interest
during the week has centred on the proposed opening of Government schools
and colleges on the 6th October. The War Council has threatened picketing
but it is doubtful whether , picketing would be successful without some

<••

support
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council

recognis
September
suspend their studies for a year, but asked Die repie^entauves of each
sge to c
committee of the students' union
October
held the same evening advised the students not to attend the colleges unless
these were opened unconditionally. A reference is being made to the
various Principals and if their replies are not considered satisfactory il
is understood that the students' union will organize picketing. Tnere has
sr forest satyagraha in the Marathi districts. In the Wardha
3re arrests have been made in the Arvi tahsiL and this has
•topped
Joglekar, Dictator of the
Marathi War
Conditions throughout Berar are again reported to be satisfactory.
Meetings are fewer, audiences smaller and speeches considerably milder.
—

-

POLITICAL, POLITICO-RELIGIOUS AND RACIAL MOVEMENTS

253. (a) Akola, 29-9-30.—A great effort has been made in Akola by
the Congress workers to revive flagging interest in the movement by the
tiling
prabhat feris, etc., but it has obviously
had little effect. Several meetings were held during the week. The last
two were attended by less than 400 people. One of these was a children's
meeting at which the farce of beating and burning the effigy of an
Englishman was enacted. The same show in May last attracted a crowd
of 12,000. Mrs
the
*

(b) Amraoti, 30-9-30.—The state of the district remains quiet.
D. H. Sahasrabudhe, a student of no importance except that he is the
present Congress secretary, was arrested, on the 29th September under
Section 117, I. P. C. Meetings are few and speeches moderate with the
Mrs
be
*

*

The King Edward College is working satisfactorily
efforts have been made at picketing since the failure
days.
(e) Bhandara, 28-9-30.—The week has been quiet
satyagraha has been offered since the 15th September,
enrolment of volunteers continues.
*

and no further
of the first few
and no forest
although secret
*

*

27-9-30.—The
situation
has
improved
still
further.
Wardha
Vigorous' "action continues in the more affected areas and no forest
igraha was offered during the week.
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66 arrests for offences against the forest laws by
station-ho use have stopped
satyagraha lor the time being.
compounded
ding
have
but
Karangna
and cases against 22 others are pendin
houses remain to be dealt with.
On the 27th September, J oglekar, Dictator of th© C. P. Marathi War
Council, was arresied under section 117, 1. JP. C. at Wardha for inciting
to disregard of the forest laws at Hinganghat, and three local leaders are
to be arrested shortly. This should dislocate activities in the Hmganghat
tahsil. .Five arrests have been made in the Wadner station-house in
connection with the boycott of Mahar loyalists.
»
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Picketing

*

shops continues
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PART IV
••

REPORT ON TNDIAN NEWSPAPERS IN
BOMBAY PRESIDENCY
*

This part contains extracts from various Native Indian Newspapers in
the Bombay Presidency commenting on various aspects of Civil Disobedience. .The Government of Bombay Presidency used to scrutinise,
different newspapers, Mandate them into English and maintain the same
in printed form. These extracts give a lot if interesting comments on
the happenings. For this volume we have taken extracts from the said
Report for the period April to September 1930 only.—Editor
COMMENTS ON THE DECISION OF BOMBAY CLOTH MERCHANTS
TO BOYCOTT FOREIGN PIECEGOODS.
V ortarn an
3rd April 1930
24. The Bombay Samachar refers to the decision arrived at by the
doth merchants Bombay dealing in woollen goods and also by the
merchants dealing in coloured and printed cloth not to order out foreign
piecegoods ar»d remarks:—The change which has taken in these
;
merchants and wb ch has induced them to come to the decision of boycotting foreign piecegoods is most timely and they certainly deserve prooer
congratulations for it. This change is due to the triumphant march of
Mr. Gandhi for offering civil disobedience and the obstinacy shown by

Government to introduce " Imperial Preference " in the Cotton Tariff Bill
The Sanf Vartaman also approves of the decision of the Bombay Cloth
Merchants to boycott foreign piecegoods.
Kesari (Marathi) (,192), 8th April 1930
7. The Kesari refers to the Civil Disobedience Movement and
writes:—The imprisonment of Mr. Gandhi is to put a cover over a
brilliant light. And, if no such cover is put over it the light will continue
to radiate its bright rays in all directions. Aihough the Government knew
this it chose the other alternative, which fact leads onlv to one concluMr. Gandhi. Where
the need for courage
person
\ Mr. Gandhi ? A sepoy has only to say that he is under arrest and
will meeklv follow him
nm
knows fully well that the thing i s not as easy as it appears to be and.
therefore, it is afraid to touch him. The position of the Government is
this.

Mr

the fly sitting on its face. Shamciess and cowardly persons
thus
ty the insult put upon* them and that is the position in
Mr
ti has placed the Government. Besides, it must be borne
in mind that in his campaign Ganahiji has not only broken the Salt Law,
has
cannot
it will not lose much revenue by the violation of the salt law. It must
admit that it could not ward oft the blow aimed by Mr. Gandhi in a
matter lor more important than its salt revenue. We therefore wish
that the Government should not arrest Mr. Gandhi. If the Government
wants to test the power of satyagraha, both its action and inactiQn will
cause injury to it. If it arrests Mr. Gandhi, it will incur the descontent
of the nation, if it does not do that, the Mivement of Civil Disobedience
will go on spreading. We therefore say that if the Government punishes
Mr. Gandhi, the nation will have won a victory, and if it lets him alone,
it will have won a still greater victory.
Bombay Samachar {69), 8th April 1930
10. The Bombay Samachar refers to the violation of the salt laws by
Mr. Gandhi and others and remarks:—According to the orders of
Mr. Gandhi the salt laws are being violated in Dandi and other places
in Gujarat, and although all who break the laws are equally guilty from
the point of view of the law, Mr. Gandhi is still at large wh'le
Mr. Manilal Kothari, Mr. Amritlal Sheth and other leaders of the
satyagraha
armies have been arrested.
Everybody knows that
Mr Gandhi has not only broken the salt laws but he has also broken
various other laws and what Government consider to be "crime" he
has be-n openly committing every day. In the course of his march
from Sabarmati to Dandi, he has delivered speeches and brought awakening among the people and set fire to the whole country. From such
signs as are visible it appears that Government are acting m a more
astute manner and being guided by the thought that if a hand is raised

i(M8
;

• ^aiisttJi6 unarmed Satyagraha Armiy, their prestige would be lowered
!
in other countries. Thye seem to have decided to act with a clam mind;
but in doing so their weakness has become all the more prominent
So long as the real significance of the movement is not understood the
place of a Nariman, or a Kothari, or ,a Bajaj or that of any other
patriot who may be an eyesore to Government will not remain unfilled.
Government should take note of the fact that many will come forward
to take the place of any person arrested and that the determination of
the people to win the fight, will become stronger with every fresh arrest
and sentence. Even yet we hope that before all their plans about crippling the fight are upset, Government will take further thought and give
up repression and have the boldness to take the only safe course of
Arriving, at a compromise.
*

'

H.

.• •

COMMENTS ON CONVICTION FOR BREACHES OF THE
SALT LAW
*

Nava Kal (204\ 10th April 1930
*• 28. Ihe Nava Kal reiers lo tke sentences awarded to ivirA Janinalai
Bajaj* ana :others and remarks:—It is true that the Magistrate has acted
according to the powers given to him to enforce the law, but the object
with which the leaders at the Ville Parle centre of satyagraha have been
sentenced will not be fulfilled in the least, for even wnile the
trial was going on Mr. Raja, the tdnor ot the Young Liberator,
sold the salt manufactured against law and gladly accepted six months'
rigorous imprisonment for it. Is it not clear from the work that is
being ..enthusiastically carried on at Ville Parle that though the
Magistia e may enloice the law maximum severity he cannot make
,the people desist from satyagraha ? Upto this day Maharashtra has
never lagged behind in the movement lor swaraj ; its men ality is such
that it cannot lag behind. We are, therefore, constrained to say that
the Governmenl is mistaken if it thinks that this movement will cool down
in Maharashtra because the leaders at Ville Plarle are awarded severe
punishments.
ALLEGED EXCESSES BY THE BOMBAY POLICE
AGAINST SALT SATYAGRAHIS
Nava Kal (204), 12th April 1930
•

44. The events during the last two days show that the people have
won a great moral victory in this righteous war started by Mahatma
Gandhi by maintaining perfect peace in the face of grave provocation.
Under the rules of civilized warfare unarmed persons, women and
children, and old men are not to be molested. We remind the British
since they place themselves at the head of civilized
peoples. Otherwise, we would have ignored all that as we ignored the
orgy of sentences. If the Government looks upon the Civil Disobedience
Movement as. a rebellion, is it not bound to observe the rules of war
towards those whom it regards as its enemies ? No one expects that
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mercy should be shown towards one who is considered an enemy, But
what explanation has the Government to give about leaving wounded
men unattended ignoring what it owes to the fair sex, and belabouring
a crowd of unarmed and non-violent persons ? Indeed Mahatma Gandhi
has not started the Civil Disobedience Movement out of hatred for the
British. He does not hate even the police. The Mahatma's followers,
although they hate the unjust salt law, do not hate either the Police or
the British rulers. If the Government wishes that its rule should be
beneficial to the people, it should remove at once the faults that are in
the system of administration.
Bombay Chronicle, 12th April 1930
*

45. "The action of the Bombay police in indulging in a reckless, use
of Dandas, while dispersing the peaceful crowd which assembled
opposite the Girgaon Police Court yesterday afternoon, is a slur on the
reputation they have hitherto enjoyed for keeping their heads and cool in
times which call for strenuous exercise of their duties. We hope
Sir Patrick Kelly's! successor and the higher ranks of Police officialdom in
bombay will realise the necessity of cautioning their subordinates against
indulgence in such wanton misuse of authority. The accounts
v/e
publish of the incident are a clear indication of the fact that the police
force concerned in dealing with the crowd had lost its head. To charge
like mad bulls a crowd of school-boys and sight-seers who were naturally
excited but, from all accounts, perfectly peaceful, is not in the best
tradition of the Bombay Police Service. The statement of the Bombay
lawyers, who were eye-witness to scenes which all observers agree ih
describing as heart-rending and horrible, speaks for itsself. But -the
matter cannot be allowed to rest here. The citizens of Bombay are
entitled to know from Sir Frederick Sykes and his Government if their
lives and persons are regarded so cheap as to be, without provocation at
the mercy of the fury of those very persons whose duty it is to protect
them. Not only should there be a searching and public enquiry into
yesterday's incident but effective measures, must also be taken by
Government to see that such scandalous incidents are not repeated."
RIOTS AT PESHAWAR
Kesari (Marathi) {192), 29th April 1930
35. Even those who are acquainted with the manner in which the
bureaucracy acts will be surprised to hear the account of the riots at
Peshawar. A favourable atmosphere for a disturbance is created when
the leaders are arrested in the presence of the people and when the
latter are assaulted by the Police on the plea of dispersing a crowd. But
this was not so at Peshawar. A motor cycle was recklessly driven
through a crowd of the people with the result that one man Was
and another injured. A riot then followed. Although this is the case.
it is shamelessly announced that motor cars had to be driven with M l
speed on account of the riot and if a man was crushed under any< one
rtf them it was his fault and not that of the driver! Thus although
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Government themselves were responsible for the riot, the people were
fired upon and twenty persons were killed and several badly injured.
However, it is not that the bureaucracy wholly escaped punishment lor
its sin. On the Government side also two persons were killed and a
few injured. One of these a soldier was axed to death. But when the
authorities became acquainted with the true facts they cancelled all
orders of repression and have been trying to establish peace by coming
to an agreement. This shows who was responsible for starting the riot.
HilaI (310), 30th April 1930
37. The Hilal comments on the Feshawar happenings as follows:
If one were to ponder over the immediate causes of ail bloody disturbances that have taken place throughout (the length and breadth of
India, then it will be clearly seen that the responsibility for the same
rests with Government. The responsibility for shedding the blood of
those innocent martyrs who, after having been made the targets of the
bullets and the machine guns, have writhed in the dust and blood, is on
the shoulder of Government alone. The responsible officials of Government never discharge thedr duty in connection with restoring peace and
order without shedoing blood although they can, if they like to do so,
maintain peace and order even without destroying human lives. But the
pride of physical force and kingly prestige does not allow them to act
wisely. Wherever they find any signs of some life and awakening, they
at once begin to hunt human beings. Then they declare before the
world, in order to deceive it, that firing was resorted to only to disperse
the crowd of revolutionaries and lawless persons and to save Government and the people from ruin. Today each and every son of India has
understood this truth that the British Government use pleasing and
deceitful words of peace and order simply to maintain their own filthy
and accursed existence in India, but in reality they do not need any
peace and order nor do they have any respect for human lives. The
painful and pathetic incidents that have taken place at Peshawar are
far more tragic than those that have already taken place at Karachi and
Calcutta and they are a proof of the maximum tyrannies, oppressions and
atrocities committed by Government. The details that have been received about these bloody incident® go to show that Hhe bureaucrats have,
in the name of that meaningless term law and order, played the bloody
game ; and have, by interfering of their own accord, provoked the people,
as a result of which the situation underwent a change and then they at
once called the military and rained bullets on the crowd. It was in this
state of anger and excitement that the crowd attacked the motor lorry
in which their leaders were being taken to the police station. In order
to quell this excitement on the part of the people, which was purposely
created. Government did exactly the same thing for which they were
waiting. They rained fire from the mouth of the armoured motor cars
and machine-guns. The unarmed but brave people of the Frontier
opened their bosoms, welcomed the bullets and breathed their last.
O sons of Islam ! Just think a while and see how the bosoms of the
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believers were pierced with the bullets, and how their blood was shed
like water. If you, in reality, possess any self respect, then rise and
complete that work which has been left incomplete by those who have
fallen victims to the British tyranny. What is that work ? It is to free
India from the mother of abominations, the curse of drink.
THE ARREST OF GANDHIJI
Bombay Chronicle (J), 6th May 1930 .
2. "However considerate the Government may be about the treatment
of Gandhiji, the fact cannot be ignored that (the Regulation under whicn
he has been deprived of his freedom was passed in 1827 and is a relic
of barbarism. That Government should have resorted to it shows
bankruptcy of statesmanship on their part. If Gandhi's arrest and his
detention without a trial be justified, the Government may be said to
have shown some consideration to an opponent whom the world would
befriend, but we cannot justify the arrest or the absence of a judicial
trial. Gandhiji did not want petty consideration but justice*, and
confinement lor an indefinite period without a trial cheats justice of this
essential attribute and robs the illustrious accused of an opportunity to
make even a statement defending himself before the world tribunal on
the highest ethical grounds. The absence of a trial aiso leaves the
period of his detention entirely to the mercy of the Government. The
arrest itself is unstatesmanlike. The whole gist of the official communique defending the arrest is that the campaign of Civil Disobedience
has led and was bound to lead to violence, though it is meant to be
non-violent and Gandhiji has striven his besit to keep it non-violent.
But the world will recognise, if due consideration is paid Bo the grievous
wrongs to which India has been subjected for generations under alien
domination, that her civil revolt has been on the whole phenomenally
non-violent; and in so far as some violence has broken out in some
quarters in connection with the satyagraha movement, the lawless and
harsh methods of petty officials have been not less responsible for it in
most cases than any lapses on the part of the people. Even if all that
Government contend in their communique is conceded for argument's
sake, it would still remain true that while Gandhiji's arrest cannot possibly suppress the present movement non-violent than all the official and nonmore to keep the movement non-violent than all the official and nonofficial bodies could do. Again, from the point of view of the success
of the proposed Round Table Conference by which Government lay so
much store, Gandhiji's arrest has ruined what little chances, if any, the
Conference' might otherwise have had. No self-respecting Indian would
care to join the Conference when the idol of India is imprisoned. And
if any Indian dares to do so he will be regarded as proving false to his
country.... The most appropriate comment on Mahatmaji's arrest is made
by Mr. Fenner Brockway, who says that any Government imprisoning
Gandhiji who is probably the finest spirit in the world today condemns
itself. The Communique issued by the Government seeks to defend a
step which is indefensible from every point of view that has regard for
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the true interests of India and Britain. For the really blameworthy
person, who has brought about the present strained relations between
India and Britain, is not Mahatma Gandhi but Lord Irwin who, despite
his good intentions, has proved himself utterly lacking in statesmanship
by the manner in which he has mishandled the question of the Round
Table Conference and misled the Labour Cabinet regarding the depth
of India's discontent. The Labour Government has, we have no doubi,
most reluctantly, concurred in Lord Irwin's decision to arrest Gandhiji.
No Viceroy of India rendered greater disservice to Britain than Lord
Irwin has done by most abjectly succumbing to the counsels of his
reactionary entourage and demanding the arrest; of Mahatma Gandhi in
order to cover up his own disastrous blunders. If Britain wants to
retrieve the situation and secure an amicable and satisfactory settlement
with India, her Government must immediately recall Lord Irwin. So
far as India is concerned, the arrest of Mahatma Gandhi is a challenge
to all that is most patriotic, noblest and most self-sacrificing in her
manhood and womanhood. In no country would a Government dare to
put the saintliest and noblest of her sons in prison for a day. What
reply is India going to give to this challenge? From today every
Indian, df there is any grain of patriotism in him or her, must see that
not a yard of foreign cloth is imported into the country and that such
an intensive boycott of British goods is inaugurated as to compel Britain
to yield to India's determined will before many months, if not weeks
pass."
Mahratta (12)Jlth May 1930
5. "But no reasonable person can give the Government any credit for
the methods adopted by them in the matter of the arrest. Had they
been straightforward and honest, they should have placed Mr. Gandhi
before a Court of Law, tried him in the proper form then should have
imprisoned him, instead of bring into requisition an old Regulation empowering them to keep an undesirable person in confinement
during the pleasure of the Government. The whole communique of the
Government of Bombay is, in brief, a tissue of bluff and dishonesty.
One of the reasons put forward in the communique for the arrest of
Mf. Gandhi is that the Civil Disobedience Movement was leading to
acts of violence and to disturbances of the public peace. To our mind,
nothing can be more remote from the truth than this. There is no doubt
that there was violence at Chittagong, Peshawar, Calcutta and other
places. But really speaking, the movement of Mr. Gandhi had nothing
to do with those acts of violence. And even if that allegations were
true, according to the Government, they ought to have proved it in an
open Court of Law. The very facts that Mr. Gandhi was arrested
almost in the depth of midnight, that his destination was being preserved
as a great secret, and that everything about his arrest and after was being
executed in a mysterious and underground way, serve to show that the
conduct of the Government was highly objectionable and that they themselves did not dare to allow the fierce light of publicity in a Court of
Law to be&r upon the causes of the arrest and the detention of
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Mr, Gandhi. The dishonesty in this respect of the Government becomes
also clear lrom their ostentatious and patronising statement that they
had, ever since Mr. Gandhi left his Ashram at Ahmedabad, pursued a
policy cf utmost toleration.
This is a gross falsehood.
Though
Mr. Gandhi was left free to carry out his programme, his powerful
lieutenants in Gujarat and the leaders of salt satyagraha in other provinces were vindictively imprisoned, by even unfair means and the Police
were allowed to perpetrate such excesses on satyagrahi volunteers in
some parts of the Presidency that it would not be good manners to
mention them in this place, If this is to be described as 'utmost toleration,' the meanings of words must be considerably altered ! And even
with regard to Mr. Gandhi's arrest the policy of the Government was
not one of utmost toleration. Plans for his arrest were complete and
ready as early as the 7th of April, i.e., on the very second day of the
commencement by him of the breach of Salt Laws at Dandi; the first
class saloon was kept in trim for his journey and all other necessary
preparations too had been made up by that date. The Government may
deny these facts, if they choose. But it is also published in the press
that the Home Member of the Government of Bombay had divulged the
plan of Mr. Gandhi's arrest to an English newspaper correspondent some
days prior to the actual arrest. In the face of all these circumstances,
it is difficult to believe that the Government's policy was one of
'utmost toleration'
Anyway the arrest of Mr. Gandhi is not calculated
to arrest the march of the movement for the freedom of India. The
present movement has created abounding self-confidence in the people
of India. And this renovated faith of theirs is sure to lead them to
victory, whatever the obstacle the Government may put in the path
towards it. The Government will know to their cost, that the panicky
removal of Mr. Gandhi from the scene of action can, in no way, help
to solve the problem of India which they profess to solve in a mannei
satisfactory to the sensible public opinion of this nation."
Hindustan and Praja Mitra (89), 6th May 1930
8. Hindustan and Praja Mitra refers to the arrest of Mr. Gandhi and
remarks:—There is no doubt about the fact that the Government of
India will have of their own accord to acknowledge within a short time
the failure and the folly of the policy which has been determined upon
by them. The bureaucracy had to admit, willingly or unwillingly its
serious blunders in the satyagraha struggle at Nagpur, Borsad and
because
bure
That very policy which has been proved to be a failure in the case e>£
Treland and Egypt and which has been condemned by a statesman like
Mr Gladstone is being repeated in the case of India and that too at
a time when vast changes have taken place in the world. Mr. Pnrnell,
the popular leader of Ireland, had to be set free only within a period
of six months after his arrest and Mr. Gladstone who had given his
sanction to the repressive policy in Ireland had to admit that "it will
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be difficult to control the masses if Mr. Parneli is kept in Jail." These
grave words of Mr. Gladstone are equally true in the case of Mr. Gandhi,
and yet Government have clearly disregarded them. (The paper here
tries to show that the reasons given in the Press Note issued by Government on Mr. Gandhi's arrest are not satisfactory and while declaring
that the responsibility for any violence will now rest on Government, remarks.—A repetition of exactly the same incidents which had
occurred in Ireland is taking place in India and the Government of Lord
Irwin are day by day going on closing all the doors of settlement one
after another. In its next issue the paper remarks.—Government have
experienced in Delhi and Calcutta the results of the serious mistakes
committed by them in arresting Mr. Gandhi. But their officials will
hardly be prepared to acknowledge this. All the responsibility for the
happenings in Calcutta and Delhi rests upon Government alone. Today
all the leading workers in India have been put in jail, and yet the people
are carrying on the fight without the leaders. The real mind of India
can be understood from this. Government have made the whole situation more terrible by arresting Mr. Gandhi. Mr. Gandhi has been
recognised as a State prisoner, but is the treatment due to a political
prisoner being accorded to him ? Government having arrested Mr. Gandhi
as a State prisoner should accord the status of a State prisoner
to him, and if they have no desire to do so it is better that they should
have the case against Mr. Gandhi tried in a Court as an ordinary
prisoner.)
Nava Kal (204), 6th May 1930
14. The Nava Kal traces the development of the satyagrah? movement up to Mr. Gandhi's arrest and writes:—It is worthwhile reading in
the Government communique how British rule was paralysed an Surat
Mr
Governm
Mr. Gandhi when they found that the movement
become
Mr
through the arrests of his followers. They were looking abort for an
excuse and they found it in the riots at Calcutta, Madras and Peshawar.
As a matter of fact the responsibility for the riots does not lie on the
peaceful movement of Mr. Gandhi but on the bludgeons, lathis and rifles
of the authorities. When these bludgeons, lathis and rifles are brought
into use people lose their self-control and are disposed to retaliate ; this
comes to be called a riot. Anvone can see that the true reason for
Mr Gandhi's arrest is the growing strength of the sattyasraba movement
and not the riots. But bow will the movement become weak bv his
arrest? Jt is because ithe political aspirations of the country hs»vfi
remained unfulfilled that the movement grew stronger and reached this
stage, Government have also acted unwisely in arresting Mr. Gandhi
under an Act which empowers them to Jceer* him interned for an indefinite
1
period. But the Power of the people is alwavs greater than th?* of ihe
bureaucracv. for the latter depends on the people. Tt depends, therefore.
1
more on the wil' of the people, than th*? of *t«e Government to release
Mr. Gandhi early or to keep him confined. If the people concentrate all

'
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their energy on the boycott, Khaddar and prohibition movements and if
not even a thread of foreign yarn comes into this country, the lock of
the Yervada jail will drop down, against the wish of the Government,
the doors will be flung wide open and Mahatmaji will come back to the
people.
Dnyan Prakash {180), 6th May 1930
15. The Dnyan Prakash express regret and surprise at the arrest of
Mr. Gandhi and writes :—The bureaucracy was of opinion that the
Civil Disobedience Movement launched by Mr. Gandhi would fade away
for want of the support of public opinion and that he would come into
discredit but the events that took place during the last two months have
clearly shown that the conduct of the bureaucracy which entertained such'
absured ideas was ridiculous. It has been clearly proved during the last
two months that Mr. Gandhi had considerable influence with the people,
and the Government should have taken a proper lesson from it.
The
prestige of the Government would have increased by coming to terms
with Mr. Gandhi in regard to the salt tax, prohibition of liquor, etc.
But this straight and simple way did not appeal to the bureaucracy. It
appears that it has resolved to kill this non-violent movement by resorting
to repressive measure. The Bengal Ordinance, the Press Ordinance, the
Lahore Ordinance, the prohibition of meetings in the North-West Frontier
Province and now the arrest of Mr. Gandhi are things surpassing one
another in point of arrogance. We are constrained to say that by arresting Mr. Gandhi the Government has admitted his moral victory. But if
the object of the arrest is to dissuade the people from the movement it
is difficult to be gained. There is greater possibility of the movement
being encouraged as a result of the arrest. The Government will not fail
to lose Irom the moral point of view as a result of the arrest of
Mr. Gandhi. It is natural tor a thoughtful and impartial person to
conclude that the svstem of Government which brings about an occasion
for clapping in jail a virtuous, peace loving and noble-minded person
like Mr. Gandhi, must be worthless. The bureaucracy has put itself
and the people to great loss by not keeping itself on friendly terms with
Mr. Gandhi. It is regrettable that the Government does not consider
how difficult becomes the work of the Moderates by its resort to repression. It is our opinion that those who have given the advice to the
Government to arrest Mr. Gandhi have done a great harm to the country.
Sudarshan (Marathi) (234). 9th May: PragaH (216), 8th Mav; Karmnyogi
(191). 8th Mav ; Mow (201\ 7 th May; Rashtra Vir (222), 6th May;
May
May
Mr
f
We are constrained to say that he Bombay Government has made *
great blunder in arresting Mr. Gandhi. Mr. Gandhi who started the
non-violent movement of civil d'sobedie^ce to give an outlet to the spirit
of the youths with the loftv irtent'on of preventing disappointed extremist youths from bomb throwing and causing bloodshed, has been
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rewarded with imprisonment. It is yet to be decided who was responsible for the bloodshed at Chittagong and Peshawar and even if it is proved
that the people were responsible for it, it can never be said that it was
the result of Mr. Gandhi's teachings. It is not impossible for his
followers to be somewhat perturbed on account of his absence. We are,
therefore, afraid least the Government might be obliged to say that
Mr. Gandhi outside the prison is better than Gandhi inside it, for no
one desires that there should be anarchy and bloodshed in the country.
We, therefore, request the Government to release Mr. Gandhi at once
and to concede as many of his eleven demands as possible. The
Pragati remarks that the Government has alienated the people by
imprisoning Mr. Gandhi and adds that if its sense of justice has not
•totally disappeared it should call the real leaders of the people to
confer with it and settle a scheme for establishing swaraj in India. The
Karmayogi says:—It is illogical to put forth the excuse of violence for
arresting Mr. Gandhi. The Government did not fail to exhibit its
meanness and vindictiveness in arresting Mr. Gandhi. The Government's
mentality can be seen in keeping Mr. Gandhi in confinement for
an unlimited period under a century old Regulation. The kev to the
release of Mr. Gandhi and the salvation of India lies in this that whatever the movement be, the bureaucracy must be made to realize that
instead of being put down by the arrest of Mr. Gandhi the movement
gains an intensity as a result of it. The Mouj refers to the Government
communique in connection with Mr. Gandhi's arrest and remarks that
the secret of keeping Mr. Gandhi in confinement at the pleasure of the
Government lies in the effectiveness of his movement in Guiarat. It
exhorts the Maharashtrians to take up the movement of boycott of
British goods. The Rashtra Vir remarks that Mr. Gandhi was so far a
great check on the tendency to commit violence and adds that the
Government has removed it with its own hands. The Shri Shahu
observes that the arrest of Mr. Gandhi means the moral victory of his
movement. The Swadhin Bharat remarks that the Government has
admitted its defeat by arresting Mr. Gandhi and adds that the movement
started by him will only cool down when the root cause of it is removed,
*

i

*

THE SHOLAPUR RIOTS.
Mahfatta (12), 11th May 1930
. 60. "Harrowing news of the wanton firing on innocent people by the
Police and the Sergeants comes from Sholapur. It appears to us that,
had the Police not interfered with the mob that had assembled at the
place where toddy trees were being cut off it would have dispersed in
the usual quiet way. But the fury of the mob seems to have been roused
by the Sergeants firing upon it. That fury resulted in the burning vof
the Police chaukis and the court building as well as in the death of a
few Policemen. However, nothing can justify the promiscuous and inhuman firing in all the streets of the city, indulged in by the Sergeants
who motored through some parts of the city and shot their bullets on
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absolutely innocent persons sitting in their own houses or standing casually
outside in the streets
The Police appear to be developing a
special love for firing on and victimising even the most innocent persons.
It ought to be checked in time by the Government. For, instead of
terrorising the masses into silence and inactivity, it will infuriate them
to an increasingly dangerous degree."
Bombay Chronicle (1), 14th May 1930
29. "We ask the Government of Bombay whether they have taken
any adequate step to allay the public feeling of uneasiness over the lack
of reliable news concerning the recent Sholapur tragedy as a result of
the rigorous censorship that is being exercised ? Are they content to
accept the version officially supplied to them as the final word on the
matter ? We are repeatedly told that Government are the custodians
of law and order. Is it not their duty to inquire exhaustively through
a committee, which will command public confidence, into the serious
outbreak of violence at Sholapur which has caused stoppage of mills in
that city and induced in the minds of the population a feeling of
nervousness ? From the reports that have reached us and from accounts
in the local Press, it is clear that although all responsible elements in
Sholapur were united in condemning whole-heartedly the action of a band
of hooligans, they are considerably exercised over the manner in which
the Police conducted themselves subsequently. Had the situation really
become so grave as to demand the hurried removal to safety of the
European and Anglo-Indian population ? What efforts did the local
officials make to take the popular leaders into confidence and concert
with them measures to restore public order ? Here are points which
demand authoritative inquiry and we hope the Government of Bombay
will lose no time in initiating one, in a manner which will command
public confidence. We publish elsewhere the interview of Mr. Lalji
Naranji who recently visited Sholapur. Mr. Lalji is no 'irresponsible
extremist.* He does not even wear the Gandhi cap, the wearing
of which is now reported to be a crime in Sholapur. He represents in
the Bombay Legislative Council a constituency of stable interests for
whose support the Viceroy appealed the other day. And what does he
say ? This that the situation now prevailing in Sholapur offers not the
slightest justification for the declaration of Martial Law. His view is
endorsed by Mr. Walchand. Mr. Lalji attributes the ushering in of
Martial Law to sheer nervousness and the evasion of their responsibility
bv the civil authorities. Indeed no one who read on Tuesday the news
that censorship permits to leak out can reconcile himself to the promulgation of Martial Law. As Mr. Lalji says, on Monday everything was
quite peaceful and shops had opened and were doing their normal
business and Ihe mills had decided to open. And this is corroborated
by the correspondent of the Times of India who said in his Monday's
message that the situation was quiet then. What, ^ then, happened
within"a few hours to justify the declaration of Martial Law ?./....The
declaration of Martial Law makes the early appointment of a committee
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of enquiry into the recent and present happenings in Sholapur more
imperative than ever. That committee must be presided over by a nonofficial Indian and must contain a majority of non-officials. Any other
committee will be unacceptable to the people."
Dnycm Prakash {180)9 13th May 1930
31. The Dnyan Prakash expresses regret at the firing at Sholapur and
writes :—Almost all the people have so far blamed the rioters and it k
quite natural to do so. We are sure that Congressmen also will be one
with us in condemning the rioters. But several persons are of opinion
that the Police officials resorted to fining when it was not at all necessary.
If it be true, the Government should properly punish those who were
responsible fof tjhe excess of firing. The Government should also
thoroughly investigate whether there was equal necessity of resorting to
firing in all parts of the city. The Government will receive the moral
Support of the people if it will discharge its duty impartially. The
leaders at Sholapur should show the proper way to the people and the
Government in this matter. We hope that the leaders will do their best
to help the wounded persons and the dependents
of those that
died and the Government also should come forward to help the leaders
in this matter.
Kesari (Marathi) {192), 17th May 1930
35. The Kesari refers to the situation at Sholapur and writes :—The
Government could not have punished too much those hooligans who by
their atrocities brought the situation to the stage of firing. But leaving
all this apart the armed Police and the District Magistrate who issued
orders to them have themselves surpassed even these hooligans since the
Police indiscriminately shot a number of innocent people, who had
nothing to do either with. Government or with the political agitation, as
if they Were birds on a tree. And now on top of it Martial Law has
been declared in the city. Is not the action of the Government more
reprehensible than that of even the hooligans ? Let alone the panicstricken Collector and the Police, we think even the Governor on the
hills of Mahabaleshwar, must have lost his senses when he sent
his personal message of sympathy to the Sholapur Police and again when
he consented to the enforcement of Martial Law. His message to the
Police was of course quite proper on the occasion. Again, where is tJle
evidence to show that the civil power at Sholapur was so unable to cops
with the situation as to necessitate the enforcement of Martial Law?
Even the Anglo-Indian papers are reporting that peace has been restored
at Sholapur. We fail to see whv the idea of declaring Martial Law should
have been at all entertained. The actual exploits of the military have
So far not gone beyond snatching Gandhi caps and pulling down the
national fta-gr. In these circnmstances the Government alone knows hotv
it would add to the prestige of the civil authorities or the Police to
.invent offences liable to ten veat's rigorous imprisonment, to pet them
tried bv Court Mart?a! and force the peonle indirectlv to evacuate the
city. In our opinion if the Collector of Sholapur who has been found
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incompetent had been immediately transferred and a saner, more
syrnpatnetic ana seit-conlident otocer appointed in ins place, ne wo aid
nave restored order in a couple of aays.
MARTIAL LAW AT SHOLAPUK
Bombay Chronicle (i), 20th May 1930
24. " The Government of Bombay have issued tneir statement regarding the happenmgs in Siiolapur. I fie statement is welcome in so tar as
IC seeks to give what is the oincial version of those happenings and will
go some way in allaying the public anxiety caused Dy ,nc Cxi.cuio.uoii of
alarming reports ana rumours, tfui it cannot go tar uaougn; tor the
omy way oi reassurmg tlie public mmes is nnmediately to w^ndraw
Martial Law and to announce the appointment ot an independent and
impartial committee of enquiry. On the vital question OL justification lor
the promulgation of Martial Law, the Government communique is most
unconvincing. In fact, judging from the communique, the only consideration that seems to have prevailed with Government is the opinion
of the military officers that Martial Law was necessary. Now military
officers however capable in their own field of activities, are not sure guides
in matters in which the civil authorities must be the final judges, and,
considering all the circumstances, the conclusion is inevitable that the
Government of Bombay failed in their duty in surrendering their judgement to that of the military authorities. A significant passage in the
telegram which the Ind-ian Merchants' Chamber despatched to the Viceroy
on Saturday confirms this conclusion. The passage runs thus : The
Committee of the Indian Merchants' Chamber are informed by their
colleagues, Messrs. Lalji Naranji and Walchand Hirachand on their
return from Sholapur city after meeting the representatives of all interests
and after Mr. Lalji having submitted the result of his meeting with the
above interests to Mr. Mackie, the Commissioner, and also after reporting to Mr. Mackie that Mr. Grier agreed with him and he went so far
as to assure Mr. Lalji that he had represented to Government officers
that if one more day continued quiet as before there would be no just],
fication for handing the city over to the military authorities. The
Committee regret that after such unanimous Indian and European opinion
about the situation in the city, Government should have taken thi*
drastic step'. There is nothing contained in the communique issued by
the Government which satisfactorily explains the amazing and disastrous
chanee of front on the part of the civil authorities as revealed in the
above rassage. The past, however, cannot be recalled though it wiH
have to be investigated. The Indian Chamber is merely vo^c'ng public
opinion when it demands that Martial Law should be immediately with*
drawn. The need for withdrawing Martial Law at once is rendered aH
the more imperative by the drastic and humiliating character of the
«ome of the Rejrulat'ons made by Colonel Paee, the Officer Commanding, and the sentences awarded to several persons, an-rt from the fact
that as the Chamber says, 'the insults to Gandhi and Kbadi dress are
hurting national feeling.' The sweeping and humiliating character of .gop*
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of the Regulations requires no comment. It is enough to refer to one
u
of them which says: Mo persons shall display the Congress or ihe
so-called National Flag or a similar emblem.' Is it possible to gauge
the intensity of the feeling roused through the country by the promulgation of this regulation concerning a flag which millions in this
country adore, for which they are prepared to die and which, alone
among flags of all couniries in the world, stands for non-violence?"
Kesari (Marathi) (192), 24 th May 1930
32. The Kesari reters to ihe Situation at sholapur and writes : —So
far twenty-live persons have been prosecuted under Martial Law and
given severe sentences. The military authorities seem to be determined
not to spare any one, no matter whether he belongs to die Congress
party or is onUy indirectly interested in politics, whether he is a rich
merchant helping the political movement or an advocate of people in
the local bodies or a worker of the Hindu Sabha. Obviously they,
cannot get their information, first hand. Hence those who are singled
out as suspects by the official and non-officials tale-bearers are being
arrested and prosecuted. It is quite evident therefore that in the present
regime revenge is very likely being taken for political activity as well
as for private grudge .To add to this alii the offences that are possible
under unrestrained military rule have taken place and are still taking place
at Sholapur to a more or less extent. We are not going to enumerate them
now but one thing is certain that freedom, property and honour are
alike in peril at Sholapur today. It was stated in some newspapers
that the cases are tried by ordinary criminal courts. But that is not the
fact. It is Court Martial that try the cases. No pleader is therefore
allowed and it is said that even the accused is not given a hearing. Of
course if the Government wanted to take the trouble of recording evidence as usual they would not have declared Martial Law at all. When
Martial Law is declared simply with the object of vengeance and terrorising how can the question of justice arise ? Nay, the greater the •
injustice or the heavier the punishment, the more awe it inspires. It
was with this principle in view that the Government declared Martial
Law at Sholapur. As a rule Martial Law is to be declared only when
a number of people are committing outrages almost with the object of
effecting a revolt and when the strength of the Police and the wisdom
of the civil authorities have proved utterly helpless in bringing the
situation under control. Considering this test one can emphatically say
that there was absolutely no necessity of declaring Martial Law at
Sholapur. It is true that the courts were burnt on the same day as the
police were killed. But while this was happening in one part the
Polnce and the military wrought such a havoc in the city by reckless
firing that the city rjemained perfectly quiet since that afternoon.
As regards the burning of the courts there is a rumour that the police
officials did not turn their steps to the courts though the buildings were
aflame for nearly two or three hours and there was no serious trouble
Elsewhere in the city. Some also say that an Indian judge sought the
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help of the Police through the Collector and failing that he wired to
the High Court ana the Government of Bombay. Wheiiier this is true
or not, it is said to be an undoubted fact that the Police did not turn
to the couits when they were on fire. Now no atrocity or um&w*ul
action was hwird of thereafter except for the fact that a Police station
was burnt in the absence of the Police. What was then the reason for
Law on the 12th instant. When one atrocity
counter atrocity
restored ?
Martial inflicted
occurred on the
The Collector of Sholapur might have become extremely panic-stricken
Martial Law. but was it not necessary
7
Member
Would iit not have served the purpose better if Mr. Knight had been
transferred or adequate troops had been sent only to help the local
police instead of declaring Marial Law ? How did this simple idea
fail to suggest itself to the Government ? But of course it would be
quite anoher thing if the Government were seized by vindictiveness
first as the Collector was seized by panic. In short even taking into
consideration all the facts officially stated it can be clearly seen that
there was no need of declaring Martial Law at Sholapur or for prolonging
its life for so many days. And even if it was enforced there was not
the least necessity of committing the atrocities that occurred during its
regime. But all these things will come to light only when an open
enquiry
Government mav trv to shirk such an
inquiry they cannot escape it. They ought to know fully well that as
Martial Law
atrocities
Dnyan Prakash (181), 1st June 1930
39. The Dnyan Prakash endorses the opinion of the Indian Daily
Mail condemning the Martial Law regulation regarding the display oi
the national flag at Sholapur and writes :—Why should the military
authorities at Sholapur persist in the foolishness of continuing this
regulation ? It is unjust in our opinion to continue Martial Law at
Sholapur hereafter. And it will be greater injustice if it is to be
continued for the enforcemtnt if the regulation prohibiting the display
of the national flag.
Kesari Marathi (192), 10th June 1930
45. The Kesari refers to the Martial Law regime at Sholapur and
emphatically maintains that the Government was not in the least justified
in declaring Martial Law as there was no rebellion at Sholapur, the real
symptoms of rebellion being, in its opinion, defiance of warrants and
summonses issued by Government and assaults on jails with the object
of releasing prisoners. The paper then writes : —As a matter of fact
Martial Law was put into force on 12th May. It was formally declared
in the city by notification on the 13th. Then on the 15 the Viceroy
issued on Ordinance and set his seal of approval. All this looks like
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putting the cart before the hors
this Ordi
nance only those sentences can be considered legal which were passed
by the courts martial between 12th and 13th or at the most between
12tji and 15th. .But as the ordinance of the 15th clearly slated that
trials should be conducted by ordinary courts, the courts martial had
ight to try
the
done by the courts martial up to the J 8th and the sentences passed on
Mr. Rajwade and others between the 15th and 18th prove to be illegal
under this very ordinance. So those who were sentenced by these
courts between the 13th and 18th or between 15th and 18th in spite of
the Ordinance of the Viceroy should appeal to the High Court for
redress. And as the courts jnartial have trespassed on the rights of
ordinary courts and indirectly on those of the High Court, the
ght
the
ordinance. Elsewhere a correspondent states the antecedents of Mallappa Dhanshetti and three others
of Sholapur who have been convicted in connection with the riots and
sentenced to death by the Sessions Judge. The writer observes that of
these Mallappa Dhanshetti had actually saved the lives of the Collector
and the Police by dispersing an excited mob at a very critical moment
and it is simply inconceivable that he would kill and burn the Police.
He further says that the fate of Sarda, another accused, is still more
pitiable for he is only an easy-going, pleasure-seeking rich man and had
never even delivered a speech at any meeting. In conclusion the
writer says :—It seems to be the aim of the Government to annihilate
every nationalist leader at Sholapur without a .single exception. What
offence had Mr. Rajwade committed ? What had Bankatlal Soni
Kunjavihari ? Or what had,
done ? Wh
even Mr. Manekchand Shah done ? Again what do the inordinate
punishments given to many others show ? However, as these punishments were given by courts martial no one was surprised. But it is realty
a matter for regret and dismay that even this trial for murder should
end in such a decision though conducted by an experienced Sessions
Judg
Rashtra Vir (222\ 10th June 1930.
47. Refering to the intention of the Bombay Government to appoint
a committee of two judges to inquire into the Sholapur riot and the
rule if Martial Law there the Rashtra Vir writes :—The obstinacy on
the part of the Government in appointing an inquiry committee consisting of officials merely is suicidal in the present delicate situation. If the
Sholapur Inquiry Committee had been formed of official and non-official
members according to the wishes of the people, the people would have
been convinced that the Government sympathises with the popular
opinon. But the Government seems to be under a delusion that its
greatness lies in carrying on the administration without caring for the
popular voice. If the Government of India wishes that the popular
opinion should not be inflamed against it, it should show that it is fully
conversant with the present situation. If it fails to do so according to
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its usual mentality this is a sort of action which will add fuel to the
fare of popular unrest.
Pragati (216), llth June 1930
49. Referring to the sentence of capital punishment awarded to the
four accused in the Police murder case at Sholapur, the Pragati writes:
Examining the previous history of the four accused, it does not seem that
men of their type would ever participate in such acts as rioting
incendiarism, murder, etc. The foremost amongst the four Mr. Mallappa
Dhanshetti was regarded as the leader of the local Hindus. At the time
of the riot this gentleman having pacified the people had saved the
Collector of Sholapur and the Police from a violent mob. That only
a little after this the same gentleman would participate in the acts of
murdering Policemen and incendiarism is an idea which no fair-minded
person would ever believe to be true. Mr. Jagannath Shinde was
a popular speaker. Mr. Shrikisan Sarda is a rich man living in
luxury and it cannot be conceived that such deadly acts of atrocities would
be committed by him. The fourth accused is Mr. Kurban Husain. the
leader of workmen, whose only great crime seems to be that he co-operated
with the Hindus during the movement. For, the game of setting the
Hindus and the Musalmans against one another is also played at
Sholapur. The principal witnesses in this case were Policemen. It
seems wholly improbable that these Policemen who hid themselves or run
away while their companions were being murdered could see and
recognize the persons actually committing the act of murder. In view of
the extravagant punishments inflicted upon many influential men at
Sholapur under the Martial Law, an impartial person would surely feel
that the officers there may have intended to crush the popular leaders.
r

COMMENTS ON HOLDING UP THE PROCESSION IN BOMBAY
CITY ON THE SHOLAPUR DAY.
Bombay Samaehar (69), 14th June 1930
50. The Bombay Samaehar adversely criticises the ban placed by the
Bombay police on the procession which was proposed to be taken otrt
on the day of the celebration of the Sholapur Day and remarks :—The
people of Bombay have shown on Thursday that the feelings which the
people may desire to express against the harassment and terrorisation
caused by the Martial Law in Sholapur by taking out a procession and
holding a meeting will not be put down by placing restrictions on them
id that the people will not be cowed down by such action. If Govern*
ment had possessed fact, they would have taken away the stmg of the
Marti al
taken
very much to be regretted that Government do not yet realise the
necessity of exhibiting such tact. Whatever mav be
tenacious this time and there
ariy
doubt that they desire to attain economic
cost
V*
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MARTIAL LAW AT SHOLAPUR
Nava Kal (204), 22nd June 1930
56. The Nava Kal refers to the report regarding the continuance of
Martial Law at Sholapur till the first week of July and writes: —At present
the citizens of Sholapur have got only the liberty to breathe. Whether
the Martial Law is recalled now or whether it continues for some days
more the actual object lesson of patriotism full of hardships engraved on
the hearts of the people can never be effected. It has to be said on a
survey of the repression in different parts of the country that there is
every where a reign of Martial Law in greater or smaller degree with or
without the name. If the Sescretary of State and other higher authorities
wish to grant swaraj to India, where is the necessity of repression?
m

WITHDRAWAL OF MARTIAL LAW FROM SHOLAPUR.
Bombay Chronicle (7), 2nd July 1930
63. "The Government of Bombay have shown at last the belated
wisdom of listening to the repeated requests from all sections of the
community in this Presidency interested in seeing Sholapur freed from the
Martial Law regime and have withdrawn it from Monday. But they have
spoiled this good action by retaining for two months more the ban on
Congress flags. The reasons for this unjust embargo, which insults the
national self-respect of a whole country, as they are explained in a Press
Note, are amazing. The notorious section 144 is invoked for the
continuance of the ban, on the ground, which yet remains to be publicly
investigated, that it was a crowd wearing Gandhi caps that engineered
the outbreak of mob violence of May 8. The Government declare that
to those who were relatives and comrades of the murdered policemen and
to all peace-loving inhabitants of Sholapur, the Congress flag can now only
mean a threat. It is an insult to the 'relatives and comrades' and to the
citizens of Sholapur that they should be presumed to be regarding the
Congress flag as a threat
Government will do well to remove the ban
forthwith and to appoint a Committee of Inquiry into the recent tragic
hapnenings at Sholapur, a committee whose composition and method of
inquiry will command public confidence. This is the best way to assuage
public Reeling. The Maharashtra Provincial Congress Committee has
already appointed a Committee of Inquirv and the authorities must not
;
fl^-q; behind in takin^ the sens ble course of subjecting the whole Sholapur
c
tragedv to the scrutiny o public and impartial investigation/'
Free Press Journal (6), 3rd July 1930
65. "The press note which we publish gives a categorical denial to
the serious allegations made aeainst the course of events at Sholapur.
Due to the working of the censorship the overawing; of the Press by the
Pre^c Ordinance and due to the loss of morale of leading citizens of
Sholapur, therp has been no direct attack on the excesses, if ?nv nt
Sholapur. Tt has been left to individual papers here and there to mfcke
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allegations. It is likely that in the circumstances in which the allegations
have found their way to the Press they are exaggerated in their expression
and are capable of direct contradictions. But, what are the true facts
regarding the other moderate but equally serious allegations made byresponsible citizens whom Government have not hesitated to honour with
distinction and recognition. These allegations have been repeated to the
Bombay Government by these citizens. These allegations have been
made the subject of representations by important commercial organisations.
In every case striking unanimity has manifested itself in asking for an
independent inquiry into the Sholapur occurrences by a Committee presided
over by a unofficial Chairman assisted by two judges of the High Court
Since the outbreak of violence and counter-violence at Sholapur, inquiries
have been readily granted by the Government of India and the local
Governments concerned into incidents of less grievous character. In the
circumstances, what is the duty of any local Government which believes
in governing with the moral support of its citizens, however limited it may
be in the present abnormal times ? As far as can be ascertained,
leaders have interviewed the Governor and the Home Member again and
again and returned in the belief that an enquiry has been promised and
would be undertaken.
Every time disappointment has been in store for
them. To judge by the tone of the Press Note the local Government have
evidently resolved to hold no enquiry at all. Instead, they have pronounced judgment themselves on the issue in dispute and made the gift
of the Damocles sword to the citizens of Sholapur in the shape of additional police charges and compensation for damage during the early days
of disorder. An annual levy of rupee one lakh and a non-recurring
possible levy of Rs. 55 lakhs to be met by the rich Hindu merchants of
Sholapur when these merchants believe to the contrary in all essential
respects cannot be any real or effective solution of the problem. The
Unofficial Inquiry Committee will sit and will publish its verdict. It
may be ex-parte even the press note is ex-parte but the people will believe
the unofficial findings as even the Government believe evidently implicitly
in their officials."
Kesari Marathi {194\ 18th July 1930
59. The Kesari refers to the withdrawal of Martial Law from Sholapur
and remarks that from the viewpoint of the people there is no appreciable
change in the situation for all the old bans on meetings, processions and
the national flag are still intact, the troops have not been removed entirely
and there is still the danger of new prosecutions being instituted on mere
suspicion.
The only change, says the paper, is that the District Magistrate has now resumed all his powers and he will enjoy the honour of
prohibiting flag processions for the next two months instead of the
military officers. The paper then reiterates its argument that the situation
at Sholapur never was so grave as to necessitate the enforcements of
Martial Law and adds that in its communique on the subject the
Government has delated on irrelevant matters and evaded the real points
at issue regarding situation. The paper then writes :—It is true that the
troops did not actually fire and cause loss of life. The Government
A-115—68-A.

itself has admitted that damages might have been done to property. This
means that the damage was so enormous that the Government could not
confession
SHOLAPUR AND SANGAMNER
Nava Kal (210), 11th July 1930
76. The Nava Kal protests against the proposal to impose punitive
Police on the residents of Sangamner and Sholapur and remarks:
impose punitive Police on a town without giving redress for its
„s an injustice and to recover the expenses from the residents
A
is equally an injustice. It will inflict! hardships on the people with the
only result that the feeling of discontent against the Government will be
increased. It seems likely that the punitive Police will prove to be
Martial
RAOBAHADUR KALE'S RESOLUTION IN BOMBAY LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL REGARDING SHOLAPUR INQUIRY.
Mahratta (14), 20th July 1930
76. The defeat of Raobahadur .Kale's resolution regarding the
appointment of an independent committee of inquiry for Sholapur, was
also in keeping with the generally reactionary and anti-national policy
Council
agree
that neither the Government nor the people lose anything or suffer
anything from an impartial inquiry into Sholapur affairs ; on the contrary,
either party stands to gain definitely in so far as established facts will be
publicly available for the formation
of proper judgment. The
Honourable Home Member grew hot with anger at the charge, levelled
by Mr. R. G. Pradhan, at the Collector, of having lost his nerves at the
critical moment in Sholapur. Nevertheless those who have carefully studied
the sequence of events in Sholapur during these dismal days, cannot
move from the position that, had the Collector not been frightened out
of his wits and had he made attempts, in co-operation with the powerful
Congress leaders of the locality, to control the mob and establish peace
without provoking them.
DEATH SENTENCE PASSED ON AN ACCUSED IN SHOLAPUR
RIOTS MURDER CASE.
Kesari Marathi (194\ 19th July 1930
81. The Kesari refers to the decision of the High Court in the
Sholapur murder trial and remarks that in considering the case of
Mallappa Dhanshetti Mr. Justice Madgaonkar has evidently lost himself in
the maze of the accepted import of Section 149 of the Indian Penal Code
according to which every member of a gang of rioters, is to be held
responsible for the actions of the gang. The paper contends that the
Section could not have been intended to be applied to the crowds in the
present movement which go on swelling immediately beyond all
A-115—68-B.
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expectation and remarks :—It is quite probable that some people
committed unpremediated actions at Sholapur while others in the same
mob protested against them. When some men assaulted the Collector's
motor car Mallappa Dhanshetti prevented them and saved the Collector's
life. It is not also probable that he tried to prevent the riots on other
occasions as well ? It is certainly a matter for reconsideration whether
Mallappa can be held responsible for the offence committed by some
aiischief-mongers simply because he was present in the crowd and
whether it would be justice to award capital punishment in such a doubtful
case. In fact the scope of Section 149 and the exceptions thereto
constitute a legal problem deserving the attention of the Full Bench or
even the Privy Council.
Bombay Chronicle (7), 4th August 1930
43. " Mr. Justice Baker delivered judgment on Thursday last in the
appeal reference of the three of the four persons, accused of the murder
of two police constables on May 8 during the Sholapur disturbances.
In the case of the three accused, the Chief Justice and Mr. Justice
Madgaonkar had given differing judgments, the former upholding the
Lower Court's decision, while Mr. Justice Madgaonkar held that the
evidence before him entitled them to be acquitted. Mr. Justice Baker
has taken a view contrary to that of Mr. Justice Madgaonkar and
confirmed the convictions
Nov/ in a case of this type which was
instituted while Sholapur was under Martial Law and instituted, as one
of the defence counsel said, ' with almost indecent haste' in which the
defence counsel who appeared before the trying judge at Sholapur
emphasized that it was impossible to secure defence witnesses because
of the existence of Martial Law, it would be an act of humanity on the
part of His Excellency Sir Frederick Sykes to exercise his prerogative of
mercy and to commute the sentences not only on the three accused but
on all the four, to one of imprisonment. It is true that in the case of
the fourth accused there was no question of difference in judgment
between Chief Justice Beaumont and Mr. Justice Madgaonkar but in
view of the discrepancy of evidence on behalf of the prosecution which
the latter pointed out and in view of the impossibility for the defence
to secure witnesses to support their pllea of not guilty, owing to the
existence of Martial Law, the exercise of mercy would be particularly
proper in this case also
Whatever the legal aspect of the case
may be, to the ordinary lay mind the adea that three human beings should
be hanged when at least one High Court Judge is convinced that they
are innocent seems incredible. If ever there was a case in which the
prerogative of mercy should be exercised, this is one. We hope
Sir Frederick Sykes will exercise his prerogative and commute the
sentences to one of imprisonment."
Indian Daily Mail (8), 4th August 1930
44. "There is a good sound principle of law, at least of English law, that
when there exists a reasonable element of doubt, about the guilt of any
man, the accused shall be given the benefit of that doubt. This
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principle applies with all the greater force when a man is in danger oi
losing his life, if a prosecution charge is believed. We emphasise this
principle by way of introduction to a protest against the judgment which
Mr. Justice Baker delivered on Friday, confirming the convictions and
sentences of death passed on three accused, in what is now popularly
known as the Sholapur murder case. There are many grave and unsatisfactory features about the judgment. The process of reasoning, which
has been applied by the learned Judge, is, on more than one occasion,
extremely illogical, and there are other features, which lead us to the
opinion that the sentence, as it stands to-day, is a grave miscarriage of
;
justice. It is never a pleasing duty to criticise the decis ons of a High
Court Judge".
BOMBAY HIGH COURT'S DECISION IN SHOLAPUR
MILITARY TRIBUNAL CASES.
Dnyan Prakash (182), 12th September 1930
74. The Dnyan Prakash refers to the full bench decision of the
Bombay High Court in connection with the application for a writ of
Habeas Corpus on behalf of the 17 persons sentenced by the military
tribunal at Sholapur and writes:—The Judges expressed their opinion
that though they could not interfere with the powers conferred upon the
Viceroy by Section 72 of the Government of India Act the High Court
could inquire into the question whether there was sufficient evidence
before the Viceroy for declaring Martial Law, and Mr. Justice Madgaonkar has clearly expressed the opinion that sufficient evidence has not
come forward to show that a grave situation had arisen at Sholapur to
warrant the declaration of Martial Law. Though only one Judge of the
Martial
sufficient
investigating this matter. So also it is the urgent duty of the Government to revise the sentences passed on the various respeclable and
peaceful citizens of Sholapur by the military tribunal only because ot
the whim of the officials. It is not in the interest of the public to put
off the inquiry and to allow these persons to rot in jail. We hope that
the Bombay Government will not evade the appointment of a committee
to investigate the Sholapur affair and make the people discontented.
COMMENTS ON SHIRODA SALT SATYAGRAHA
Balwant (163), 28th May; Satya Shodhak (228), 25\th May; Bharat
Prakash (—), 25th May; Din Bandhu (178), 30th May; Young
Muslim (254), 23rd May; Pratiyogi (221), 24th May.
45. Referring to the alleged belabouring by the Police of satyagrahi
volunteers at Shiroda, the Balwant writes:—It is a great error on the
part of the Government to attempt to justify its repressive conduct by
abusing the volunteers. It is regrettable that the Government is not
ready to consider why the volunteers expose themselves to hardships.
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We do not understand how the prestige of the Government is strengthened
by beating the volunteers who submit as soon as they are told that they
are arrested. We are also doubtful about the conduct of the officers being
lawful. The Satya Shodhak condemns the alleged inhuman atrocities of
th
Shiroda
the part of His Excellency the Viceroy to wait longer to assess the
success or otherwise of the movement and requests him to rectify the
error in the interest of both India and England. The Bharat Prakash
refers to the salt satyagraha at Shiroda and writes :—It is natural that
the people should be inclined to declare a social boycott against the
Police who relentlessly belaboured the satyagrahi volunteers
If the
people are incited to violence as a result of repression this country-wide
movement will assume a terrible form and the boast of military strength
also will be nowhere. The Din Bandhu remarks that it will not be
conducive to the preservation of the Empire to punish the Satyagrahis,
to flog them, to arrest women and to promulgate Martial Law, when
they are peacefully opposing the unjust Salt Act. It adds that repression
may appear to have succeeded for a time but God will not bear the
starvation of crores o: people in the country. The Young Muslim s<ays
that the alleged atrocities of the Police on the volunteers at Shiroda
cannot be said with certa'nty to have been perpetrated by the order of
the Superintendent of Police or the District Magistrate and remarks that
it is the duty of the officials to punish those policemen who were
responsible for the atrocities. The Pratiyogi condemns the beating of
the non-violent Satyagrahis at Dharasana, Wadala and Shiroda and
warns the Government that it cannot repress the ambitions of an
awakened nation though it has decided to enforce its authority on (he
strength of the Police and the military.
t~\

COMMENTS ON ALLEGED POLICE ASSAULTS IN BOMBAY CITY
IN CONNECTION WITH THE ENFORCEMENT OF
THE PICKETING ORDINANCE
Hindustan and Praia Mitra (59), 18th June 1930; Bombay Samachar (69)
19th June 1930
Mitra criticises the new Ordinance with
regard to picketing which is being enforced in Bombay and referring to
the alleged assaults made by the Police upon the crowds that had gathered
in the vicinity of Whiteaway Laidlaw and Company, remarks -.—However
unjust the arrests for picketing may be, still they have the support of the
law in accordance with the provisions of the Viceroy's Ordinance ; but
know
near Whiteaway Land-law and Company by the monopolists of law by
making lathi charges seven times upon the innocent crowds. A number
of proofs can be adduced today to show that this attack was made
without any kind of provocation. What else is it if not Clear goondaism
22.
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that Police Sergeants should enter the building of the Petit Library and
beat persons there ? Under what law were two-penny white Sergeants
given authority to commit such an open atrocity ? We wish that those
persons who were beaten should take legal steps immediately against the
Sergeants responsible for the assaults. The Bombay Samachar remarks : —
At Wadala the police must have made use of lathis by taking the law
into their hands for the offence committed by the people of raiding the
salt pans, but the incident and scenes which took place in broad day light
in a city like Bombay which ranks second in the British Empire and in
which the police beat, with such cruelty as no man would exercise even
while beating an animal, innocent people passing along the road, people
passing in tram-cars, members standing in a library and numerous other
people standing to wiftness the spirit of the police, will hardly be
considered as calculated! to enhance the prestige of the police of Bombay
city. Instead of appreciating the work of the volunteers who make
things convenient for the people by discharging the duties of the police,
they have also been arrested. From this it cannot but be seen that
Monday's incidents have not made the police any wiser and that they
have become desperate. In spite of the fact that the head of the police
does not approve of such autocracy on the part of the police and of the
inhuman atrocities of Monday, it is not any the less regrettable that the
police officers have overstepped all bounds on Wednesday also.
Mahratta (12), 22nd June 1930.
29. " The repressive method that the Government resorts to for putting
an end to the movement may be taken< to be the measure of its growing
success. The new aniti-picketing Ordinance is being made applicable to
more provinces and parts of provinces and when, as in Bombay, the
powers under the Ordinance are found to be infructuous, the Police and
the Sergeants are freely allowed to disperse the volunteers and even the
spectators with force, to charge them with lathis and batons and even to
cane them. The movement of swadeshi and boycott is one of the most
legitimate movements that a subject nation can undertake. There can be
nothing illegal in i t It does command the highest moral justification.
If the Police or any other Government officers do not interfere
with this work, it does go on without any breach of peace. But
the Government scarcely allows such movements to take their own
tranquil turn ; under one pretext or another, the Police come to meddle
with it and afterwards some disturbance of peace occurs. Only the other
day in Bombay, a C. I. D. man was arrested while in the act of throwing
stones at a particular shop before which picketing was being conducted
in a quiet way in the midst of an increasing crowd of onlookers. When
the Government feels no scruples to have recourse to any and every
measure to stop the movement, the people of India ace natural^ inclined
to infer that the Government, which comprises the two limbs of
administration and exploitation of India, is compelled to do so, as the
movement affects the pockets of the Lancashire and other merchants in

'
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COMMENTS ON THE EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR'S
VISIT TO SHOLAPUR
Bombay Chronicle (1), 21sit June 1930.
55. " It was a wise step on the part of Sir Frederick Sykes to pay at
and
We
he will now be convinced how urgent is the necessity of meeting the
demand of the people of that city for the withdrawal of martial law.
The demand was vigorously supported by associations of businessmen like
the Indian Merchants' Chamber, Bombay, and the Maharashtra and the
Karnatak Chambers of Commerce and we have been repeatedly urging
upon Government the advantage to trade and industry in relieving
Sholapur of the incubus of a martial law regime. It is a pity that the
excellent intention of the Governor in making a personal investigation
into the grievances of Sholapur citizens was considerably frustrated by
the maladroit move on the part of local officialdom in guarding him
during his tour of the city with an imposing array of military force.
We can appreciate, and we hope Sir Frederick Sykes does, the resentment
of the population of Sholapur at this unnecessary display of force.
Sholapur has remained peaceful all these weeks and although in certain
quarters there is an evident desire, for some mysterious purpose, still to
see it subjected to the rigours of martial law, we do hope Sir Frederick
Sykes will assert himself, and fortified with the knowledge gained after
a personal visit, insist upon the city's being handed back to civil
administration immediately and not) a fortnight] hence as is being suggested
in certain quarters and then appoint a public committee of inquiry to
investigate into the recent tragic happenings and the martial law regime,
on the lines we have already indicated."
COMMENTS ON POLICE ASSAULT ON CROWD
AT ESPLANADE MA1DAN BOMBAY.
Bombay Chronicle (/), 23rd June 1930.
45. " Will Sir Frederick Sykes and his Government, in their own
interest, inform the public about the idea behind the issue of Magisterial
The
bans
active participants in the Civil Disobedience Movement are carrying on
their work on peaceful lines offering not the slightest provocation or
iesistance. They cheerfully court arrest and imprisonment. It is for the
authorities to arrest them and to send them up for trial for the technical
breaches of the law, they commit. But the measures taken by the
authorities against non-violent crowds and the Congress volunteers are
conducted in a manner which would lead a person ignorant of the true
situation in India to believe that the British Government were waging
a fight against an armed force that was violently attacking them. What
was the point in issuing the amazing order prohibiting the Congress
volunteers from drilling or marching in formation on the Azad Maidan ?
The Congress volunteers have, during the last several weeks when Bombay
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has organised mammoth meetings and processions without the slightest
injury to any citizen and without the least disturbance of public peace,
distinguished themselves as an orderly well-disciplined body, able to
control traffic in case of necessity and to conduct their movement in a
dignified and responsible manner. As an organised body they have to
drill in some suitable public place and they have been doing so on the
Azad Maidan for a number of times, without the public being particularly
aware that they were drilling opposite Bori Bunder. How is it that it was
suddenly discovered that their peaceful evolutions there were likely to
disturb public peace ? We shall say nothing of the untenable plea for
the Magisterial been in the
proximity if the Indian
Infantry lines to the Azad Maidan ? The Government of Bombay,
after Mr. Haig's visit appear to have been seized with panicky
nervousness and are evidently making efforts to carry out the orders from
Simla. Let us mention here another significant point Mr. Healy,
Bombay's Police Chief, made it known, when he took over his duties
from Sir Patrick Kelly, that he would not allow lathi charges in non-violent
persons. (Jan he adequately explain what has led him to abandon this
humane and civilised policy—apart of course from Mr. Haig's visit ?
Or does he think that the section of the Police Act, to which he referred
when interviewed legarding the lathi charges, has no room in it for the
luiman and civilized exercise by the police of their duties ? "
*

Bombay Samachar (Weekly) {24th\ 22nd June 1930
49. Referring to the alleged atrocities perpetrated by the Bombay
Police at the Esplanade Maidan on Saturday the 21st June, the Bombay
Samachar remarks :—The manner in which the drama of Dharasana was
re-enacted by the Bombay Police on the day of the celebration of the
Dharasana Day at the Esplanade Maidan is calculated to overstep all the
bounds of human civilisation. It is to be deplored that the Bombay
Police which is well-known for keeping of cool head has now be
act as if it had lost its head. If the facts stated by an English lady about
the dragging of a woman by her hair and about a pregnant woman
being kicked in the abdomen are true, then it is a very disgraceful thing
for the so-called guardians of law and order. Is this "the minimum and
necessary force" about which Lord Irwin is talking ? Does anybody ask
him if this is the rule of law and order ? The feelings of the people are
becoming more and more excited by means of such inhuman atrocities as
those which the Police of Bombay perpetrated on Saturday. Every blow
that is being dealt on the non-violent people is being dealt on the prestige
of the British Government. The gulf of misunderstanding between the
two countries is becoming more and more widened as a result of the
feeling of anger that is being created in the minds of the people by such
acts. If His Excellency Sir Frederick Sykes does not wish to subject the
patience of the people to a terrible test, then he must first of all put a
check on the foolish protestors of " law and order". If it is not the
intention of the bureaucracy to drag India which is pledged to nonviolence forcibly on to the path of violence and create a bloody war
r
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between India and Britain, then it is necessary for it to give up the rule
of the lathi.
COMMENTS ON DECISION OF BOMBAY PIECE-GOODS
MERCHANTS TO GO ON A LONG HARTAL.
Sanj Vartaman (44\ 25th July 1930.
46. Referring to the Bombay Native Piece-goods Merchants' Association
to close down the markets as protest against the alleged repressive policy
of Government, the Sanj Vartaman remarks:—There is no doubt at ail
that in consequence of the resolution passed by the Bombay Native
Piece-goods Merchants' Association to go on hartal by closing down their
foreign cloth shops the trade and industries of England will be very badly
affected. Today the trade and industries of India are on their death-bed,
as a result of the economic and financial policy of Government which is
calculated to benefit England. The business community has become
quite tired of making repeated protests against this Policy, and it is only when
they could not secure any rediress at all that they have given their help
and co-operation to the present struggle for independence. By continuing their present Policy Government have brought upon themselves the
wholly responsibility for the present miserabbel condition, and it is for
Government themselves to discharge the very first duty of finding out
a way for arriving at a compromise.
Bombay Samachar (7i), 28th July 1930.
30. The Bombay Samachar welcomes the decision of the Bombay
Native Piece-goods Merchants' Association to close the markets for an
indefinite period, and while adversely criticising the alleged attempts which
are being made to lay the blame on the Congress for this decision on the
ground that it will ruin the country, remarks that the merchants have
passed these resolutions after fully considering the risk which they were
undergoing and the sacrifices which they would have to make in carrying
them out and after discussing the matter for days together. The paper
adds that for this reason long sermons about the losses likely to be suffered
through long and continuous hartals are now useless for them. The paper
next tries to show how the effect of boycott has begun, to be felt in
England as can be seen from Mr. Graham's statement and remarks that
at the back of these resolutions passed by the merchants their fervent
patriotism is clearly visible and asks what greater proof than this effect
felt in England can there be to show that the sacrifices which they are
offering for the sake of the country are not to go in vain. It then points
out that it is the exploitation policy of Government that has- forced the
businessmen to make the Congress activities their own and to completely
identify themselves with them. In conclusion the paper declares that the
boycott and the long and continuous hartals which are being declared as
a result of this are the most effective weapons for attaining swaraj as early
as possible and that the temporary loss which will be caused to the
merchants and to the country by wield these weapons is nothing as
compared with the final victory.

1074
COMMENTS ON DISPERSAL OF TILAK D A \
PROCESSION BY THE POLICE.
Nava Kal (210), 3rd August 1930.
7. The Nava Kal refers to the prohibition of the Tilak Day procession
in Bombay and writes :—The prohibition order and the belabouring done
by die police cannot be justified in any way whether we consider it from
the viewpoint of reasonableness and discrimination or from that of the
principles of sympathy and mutual confidence on which the Viceroy and
his Executive Council have been harping. The Viceroy has of late been
piously preaching that the quarrel between the Government and the
people can be patched up through goodness, sympathy and mutual
confidence. And what is the proof of this goodness ? The lathi-charge
of the Police on the processionists ? Congress leaders are being asked
to be moderate in speech and action now that Dr. Sapru and Mr. Jayakar
are trying for peace, as if the Congress alone is responsible for bringing
about peace while there is no reason to consider Government's attitude
however highhanded it may be. The Bombay Police have shown by
prohibiting the other day's procession that the Government! does not at
ail desire that the present conflict should come to an end. There can be
no other {inference from Government's attitude than this that the Government's ambition is to knock down the popular party and then to take
credit for showing mercy to it. Otherwise it cannot be explained why
Government has provoked a quarrel by prohibiting the procession.
COMMENTS ON CONVICTION OF MESSRS. MALAV1YA,
PATEL, ETC., FOR DISOBEDIENCE OF POLICE ORDERS.
Free Press Journal (6), 8th August 1930
20. That the judgment of the Chief Presidency Magistrate on the case
against the leaders is a surrender to the logic of Force and an endorsement
of a war by the Executive on the liberties of citizens, is the widespread
public comment. The issues which the Chief Presidency Magistrate was
called upon to decide in the case against the leaders related to vital
questions of public policy. It was not a mere case of a body of citizens
desiring to go through Hornby Road in procession and on refusal of
permission unreasonably forcing a conflict with the Police like so many
petulant children. Nor was it a case of the Police Commissioner acting
in a spirit of petulance or assertion of brief, authority in which the local
Police Act clothes him. The personalities involved should have sufficed
to satisfy the Chief Presidency Magistrate that he was called upon to
decide in the case not empty formulas of Law but the right of citizens to
the enjoyment of civic rights and protection of tjie Law in the enjoyment
of those civic rights even when a body of citizens deliberately set to
exercise those rights with a view to accelerate a change in the existing
system of Government, however unpalatable the means chosen, may
prove to the executive. The test has been made and the Congress, in the
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public mind, stands vindicated while the executive stands convicted of
reducing the rule of Law to mockery. Panditji gave the administration
an admirable approtunity to prove that the Congress estimate was wrong
and that whatever the violent clash of policy and opinion between citizens
of Congress persuasion and the executive, the rule of the Law remained
intact as an institution of sanctity to the citizen as well as to the executive.
That opportunity has been flagrantly thrown away. The result is that
to-day*s proceedings have only tended to confirm thousands of citizens
in their belief that where there is a clash of opinion and interests between
body
zens and the Executive, there is, for all intents and
rule of the law ; only the argument of the lathi, a symbol
of brute force".
ATYAGRAHI
AND
Mahratta {14)9 17th August 1930
50. " Only last week we had occasion to bring to the public notice
the state oi political prisoners in the Visapur Jail. But Visapur alone has
not the honour of standing in splendid isolation as a hell on earth.
Harrowing tales of the treatment of satyagrahis in the Yeravda Prison
are coming to be heard constantly. Some prisoners have given their own
under their
nothing
disbelieve the stories narrated by them. Political prisoners are of late
the chosen victims of the barbarities of the high and low officers in jails.
There is nothing at which these little myrmidons stop in insulting,
harassing and persecuting the satyagrahis. They are herded like cattle
and there is no sufficient room for every one of them even to sleep with
purposely
the limbs freely spread.
even though thqy may be educated ; the quantity given is sometimes
120 lbs. and if the work is not fully turned out, the defaulters are
rewarded with 'kick' by the Warders and with other hair-raising punishments. They are not allowed to answer even calls of nature. Young
boys too are not spared from the work of grinding about 40 lbs. of jowari
or bajri. About the food supplied, the less said the better. It is, to say
anything
the least described by the released
humanly eatable. In brief, the number of grievances of the satyagrahi
prisoners is legion. And almost no jail is an exception. We are
convinced that all this is entirely against the Jail rules. It is necessary
that the Jail Officials must be prosecuted for infringement of the Jail
rules, for assaulting die prisoners and for committing many other offences
against the Jail Manual. The Government should well note that this
brutal treatment of the Political prisoners cannot be expected lo make
Government
COMMENTS ON GOVERNMENT BAN ON CONGRESS
ORGANISATIONS IN MAHARASHTRA
Nava Kal (210), 23rd August 1930
21. The Nava Kal refers to the ban on certain Congress organisations
Maharashtra and writes:—We are constrained to say that by this new
?5
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fiat of repression the Government has made a confession to the people
that the Congress bodies at various places have effected an awakening
far too great for the ordinary law to control. It seems that when the
promoters of repression find that individual arrests or even mass arrests
do not effect a break in the agitation they seize or destroy the very bodies
which act as the source of inspiration to the people, and the Government
of Bombay has followed this rule. But there is a parallel rule that
conjure
thousands
with lathis and yet others subjected to the privation of jail life, the
authorities think that the repression is not yet busy with its full fore- and
they create new weapons for harassing the people. This is the mentality
levealed by the new fiat issued by the Government under the Criminal
Law Amendment Act. The Congress bodies will no doubt be thrown
our of gear asi a result of it but since the Government has begun to
handle this weapon when thousands or even lakhs of people have already
been trained for the agitation, it is doubtful how for the force of the
agnation will really wane.
Dnyan Prakash (182), 23rd August 1930
23. The Dnyan Prakash criticises as inopportune and unnecessary the
Government's ban on various Congress organisations in several districts
in IMahaiashtra and writes:—Government should not have shown the
thoughtlessness of declaring Congress Committees in Maharashtra unlawful as the work done by these committees does not in any way differ
from that of the Congress committees, satyagraha mandate or satyagraha
shibirs in other parts of India and as the Congress movement in Maharashtra is to some extent of a moderate nature. We are compelled to
say that the bureaucracy has indirectly expressed its opposition to
compromise by hastily striking this blow of the Criminal Law Amendment
Act against 29 associations in Maharashtra. But it cannot be forgotten
that such repressive orders constitute a sort of challenge, and we think
that Lord Irwin ought to have opposed the present order. It does not
exhibit real solicitude for compromise to expect suspension of the civil
disobedience movement on the one hand and to continue enforcing fresh
repressive measures on the other. It is extremely disappointing that
Lord Irwin, and Sir Frederick Svkes should not understand that such
conduct on the part of the Government weakens the hands of those who
are sincerely attempting to bring about a compromise.
ALLEGED ILL-TREATMENT OF POLITICAL
PRISONERS IN VISAPUR JAIL.
Bombay Chronicle (/), 21st August 1930
52. " On behalf of the Federation of the Bombay Commercial
Association, Mr. M. K. Matani has addressed a remarkably moving
protest to the Government of Bombay against treatment of prisoners at
Visapur. To have reopened a jail that had been closed as a result of
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public agitation against the intolerable conditions of life in it was bad
enough. Bvt to put political prisoners in it and subject them to the
alleged humiliations and outrageous physical discomforts, the details of
which have already been published, is revoking in the extreme. It is
unworthy of any civilised Government to put honourable opponents,
convicted of technical offences that do not involve moral turpitude, in a
jail which is unfit for habitation even by ordinary felons, Visapur has
shocked public feelings and it Government have any regard for them,
Visapur must unquestionably be abolished forthwith. Nor is this all
The present lot of satyagrahis in jail is an outrage on the whole conception
of special treatment of political prisoners. It cannot be too often
emphasised that a satyagrahi is not a criminal like a thief, cheat or
robber
It was time that the Government of ,India instructed the
Provincial Government to revise the whole policy of the treatment of
satyagrahis. The present can only increase bitterness. And it would be
a very short-sighted policy to create ineradicable bitterness among not
only the 25,000 in jails but the 300 and odd millions outside."
COMMENTS ON THE SATYAGRAHA TROUBLE
AT BILASHI.
Mahratta {14), 14ih September 1930
52. " A great prominence has been given to the news about disturbances at Bilashi. Bilashi is a village near Islampur in Satara district.
A few days ago, the villagers of the place had carried out forest satyagraha, in protest against the unjust grazing fees. They refused to pay the
grazing fees, and cut out the grass in the reserved forest area. The
villagers had hoisted the tri-coloured national flag on a teak wood pole
procured from the reserved forest. Hundreds of people including women
and children were protecting the flag and singing the national songs every
day. But the authorities, finding that the spirit of unity and non-violence
had gone very deep into the hearts of the villagers, determined to strike
terror by the use of their lathis, guns and bayonets. Firstly, news of an
armed revolt and insurrection was spread on all sides. The Anglo-Indian
papers brought into requisition all the war-phraseology and to put down
this revolt, an armed police force was despatched from Poona, Satara,
and Kolhapur. The stories of the armed revolt and attacks on the police
party are, a<, a matter of fact, nothing but a tissue of lies and falsehoods.
There may have been an individual incident of stone throwing or a beating
in the spirit of retaliation. But it was certainly inhuman on the part of
the Police authorities to beat with lathis one and all of those who had
assembled in the temple for worshipping, not minding even the ladies
and children, young and old, even the disabled were not spared. Two
innocent children have fallen victims to this brutal outrage. They are,
indeed, brave souls. More than 20 men were severely injured and
hundreds of them had got lathi-blows. The Police authorities had lost
all sense of proportion and bloodshed was the result ? The suffering
of these villagers will undoubtedly not go in vain in the struggle for
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freedom. The harrowing tales of Bilashi atrocities revealed to the world
that our rulers had worn the sheep-skin as it were. But now that sheepskin has been renounced and people have discovered, to their horror, the
rulers in all their native ferocity, Britishers, once more, by their torturing
for wealth (grazing fees) inoffensive people who had no selfish motives
in submitting to these inhumanities and even offering salams to the
Collector of Satara at the darbar, have abandoned all claims to be
considered as civilized human beings
"
ATROCITIES AT BILASHI IN SATARA.
Mahmlta (14), 28th September 1930.
53. " Repression is, of course, the order of the day throughout India.
Nevertheless the way in which it is being vindictively carried out in the
district of Satara is sure to send in Maharashtra and outside a shock of
surprise. Bilashi will inquestionably be regarded for a long to come as
a by-word for a naked amd brutal orgy of absolutely uncalled for
repression. The sentences too passed against some of the leaders of the
district will continue to tell the tale of British injustice. At Karad,
Mr. P. K. Shiralkar and Mr. G. S. Altekar have been sentenced to
undergo six months' hard labour and to pay certain sums as fines. At Wai
and other places also Mr. Vaishampayan and some others have been similarly
T
sentenced. They are fo; nd guilty under the Criminal Law Amendniert
Act by which the Satara District Congress Committee has been declared
unlawful. It has to be explained here that Mr. Shiralkar., Mr. Altekar,
Mr. Vaishampayan and others have been brought under the clutches of
the Act for being members and office bearers of the Karad and the Wai
Taluka Congress Committees. The fact of the matter, however, is that
these Taluka Congress Committees have not been specifically declared unlawful as those in the Khandesh district had been. Nor could the prosecution,
in the case against the above mentioned persons, prove with any convincing
arguments, that the two taluka committees in question were branches of
the Satara District Congress Committee which had been declared unlawful.
Even according to. the constitution of the Congress, the Taluka Congress
Committees do not work as the branches of the District Congress
Committees, but on the contrary the Taluka Congress Committees, by
rheir representatives, constitute the District Congress Committees. Ill
these circumstances, the conviction of these persons amounts to an
egregious failure of justice, a topsy-turvydom of justice. Probably,
appeals will be lodged against these grotesque decisions and it is
to be hoped that there a least t^he perversion of justice will be rectified.
The gross injustice involved in these sentences is further aggravated
by the vindictiveness that is imported into it. Mr. P. K. Shiralkar
is given rigorous imprisonment and all are said to have been given
w
the "C class at least for the present, in jail. Mr. P. K. Shiralkar
is a very wealthy landlord of an advanced age. Mr. Vaishampayan
is a pleader of much standing at Wai. Any sensible, impartial and
unprejudiced trying Magistrate would, we have no doubt, surely
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have recommended them for the higher class and even any District
Magistrate, not actuated, with the motive of punishing particular
persons within his jurisdiction and thus fancying himself to be absolved
in the eyes of his indignant superiors from the blame with respect to the
utter discomfiture of the Governor's visit to Sat'ara and Karad, would not
have grudged to confirm the class. But things are in an abnormal
condition in the district. But is it not the duty of the Government
to bring its mjyrmidons to book for such exasperatingly vengeful conduct ?
Let the District Magistrate of Satara, maddened with his rage against the
people, beware that the terrorism he is practising in his district will not
serve to permanently smooth out matters for him ".
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