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INTRODUCTION
In the pursuit of historical research in India we have now
arrived at a point where any further progress in this direction is to
a very large extent contingent upon advancement in our knowledge
of local history. Local history here stands not only for regional
history, such as history of Punjab, Bengal, Gujarat, Maharashtra
etc., it also stands for the history of individual towns, villages,
educational institutions, manufacturing units, temples, mosques
and Khanqahs. The bits of new knowledge yielded by microscopic
studies involved in historical research on subjects of local importance are essential elements in the production of a macroscopic
picture having in its purview the historical canvas of the entire
country. It is a matter of real gratification that historians of India
are now fully seized of the matter and already several organizations
have been set up with firm commitment to research in local .
history. Notable among these research bodies is our own department of Purjab Historical Studies which during its brief existence
of nine years 1 as got nearly forty publications to its credit.
Work on individual historic towns and cities is one of the
many research projects undertaken by us. A few years back such
a work, our fust, was brought out on the city ofPatiala. The
present work on Sirhind is second in the series. God willing,
this will be followed, one after another, by similar attempts.on
Ropar, Samana. Sunam, Bhatinda and other such towns lying
within the jurisdiction of our University.
There are few towns in India and certainly very few in the
b, which present a more entrancing, as also more chequered,
history than the city of Sirhind. A place of great strategic
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import, Sirhind (Sairindh in the Ancient Period, Sehrind in the
early Medieval Period and Sirhind in the later Medieval
Period and the Modern Period) served as a base of operalions in the struggles for power fought successively between

#

VIII

S1RHIND

the Hindushahis and the Ghaznavids, the Chauhans and the
Ghorids, the Lodhis and the Khokhars, the Mughals and the
Afghans, the Sikhs and the Mughals, and the Sikhs and the
the
Durranis. Whether
narrow strip of territory forming the link between the Punjab on
the one side and Delhi and the Yamuna-Ganga Doab on the
other, or operations were intended somewhere in the Shivalak
Hills or in the plain-belt around Ludhiana, Malerkotla and
Jullundur, the great utility of Sirhind as a military base was
never lost sight of. The main reason for that, apart from its
geographical location, was that it had excellent road connections.
The most important of these roads were those which linked it with
Delhi, Lahore, Kangra, Saharanpur and Dipalpur. Probably,
this factor was the main reason that this city was usually selected
as the headquarters of either a whole state, or an administrative
unit thereof.
But the history of Sirhind is not merely noted for the momentous role it has played. Antiquity and continuity are its other
important hallmarks. The origin of the place dates back to remote
times and is shrouded in obscurity. While traces of the earlier
stages of its existence are available, Sirhind acquired prominence
only in the seventh century when it became th^-cgpital of the
Satadru Kingdom. Again under the later Hindushahi rulers the
place was elevated to the exalted status of a state capital. From the
eleventh to the beginning of the thirteenth century the city
occupied the position of a major frontier defence post. This
position, however, changed with the establishment of Turkish
monarchy in North India. Henceforward, the city was reduced to
the position of headquarters of a subordinate administrative
division and was one of the eight such units west of Delhi. Under
the Khaljis it lost even that modicum of importance though only
tor a short period because in the time of Firuzshah Tughlaq it
regained its place to a certain extent as the seat of administration of
a
lg of a tide in its fortunes,
who
fourteenth century conver*
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ted it into a major citadel of their power, a sort of springboard
which they used to capture the sovereignty of Delhi.
The rising importance of Sirhind passed on to the Mughals
as part of their heritage. Under Akbar the process of history
was reversed when the Sarkar headquarters were shifted to Sirhind
and both Sunam and Samana were incorporated as subordinate
Parganas in the Sarkar of Sirhind. From now onwards right till
its final conquest by the Sikhs in 1764 Sirhind remained the seat
Of administration of a Sarkar of the Suba of Shahjahanabad.
The period from Akbar to Aurangzeb is considered the golden
period in the history of this city. Never before this period and
never after that did the glory of Sirhind reach a higher watermark
than the one touched during these years. It was then one of the
most flourishing towns of the Mughal Empire having 360 mosques,
tombs, sarais and wells.
But in 1705 a single act of barbarity committed by the Fuujdar
of Sirhind, Wazir Khan —execution of two innocent sons of
Guru Gobind Singh—doomed the fate of the city as nothing
else had done before in its long and chequered career. The
revenge which the followers of the great Sikh Guru took in the
eighteenth century for this atrocious act was almost unparalleled
in the history of mankind. In consequence, the city was devastated out of all recognition. Even then the Sikh prejudices against
the place remained deep-seated till very recently.
After over two centuries that the city of Sirhind has lain
under the shadow of a doom, another turning of the tide in its
fortunes is under way. An upward trend is now definitely discernible. Economic factors have combined with cultural and
political factors to create a favourable milieu for ihe present and
future prosperity of the place. Old prejudices, too, are now on
the way out, so that the Sikhs who were the main hindrance to
its progress are now themselves most keen on the acceleration of
the process of its development.

X
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As will be seen, the purpose of the present work is not to
provide an exhaustive study of the subject; rather it has been
undertaken with the humble object of furnishing a pioneer study
in the form of a monograph to researchers and general readers.
And if this study succeeds in provoking a measure of interest in
this subject and other subjects of an allied nature, its real object
will have been more than fulfilled.
In the end 1 must offer grateful thanks to the Vice-Chancellor,
Sardar Kirpal Singh Narang, for his abiding interest in the promotion of historical research, more particularly in local and
regional history. My grateful acknowledgements are also due to
my colleagues in the departments of History and Punjab Historical
Studies, as also to my friends Shri R.N. Vohra and Dr Ramesh
Walia. I am also thankful to Sardar Anup Singh of the University
Press and the proprietor and staff of the Phulkian Press for their
valuable help.
PATIALA
September, 1972

FAUJA SINGH
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ORIGIN AND EARLY HISTORY
OF SIRHIND
r

Sirhind is among Ihe oldest historical places of the Punjab.
But its antiquity is buried in obscurity and its origin much disl
puted. Nuruddin Sirhindi in his Rauzat-ul-Qayum
says that
"Sirhind was founded in the time of Ferozshah III, at the
suggestion of Sayyid Jalaluddin Bokhari, the King's pir, by
Rafiuddin, an ancestor of Mujaddad Alf Sani." According to him,
this place was specially established to receive the gift of Mujaddad
Alf Sani whose birth was prophesied, The new settlement being
situated in a lions' forest was called Sihrind (Sih means lion, rind
means forest). Waliullah Sidiqi, author of Aina-i-Brarbans,
offers the view that it was Sahir Rao or Loman Rao, 116th in
descent from Lord Krishna, and of the Yadva dynasty, ruling at
2
Lahore about 531 Sambat, who was the founder of the settlement,
Then, there are a few legends referred to by Alexander Cunningham. According to one, the foundation is attributed to a
Chauhan Thakur or Raja who, about 900 years ago, brought
people from Boras and Nolas, two very old towns said to have
been built by Raja Bali and Faja Nala- Boras is situated at
8 miles to the east south-east and Nolas at 14 miles to the southeast of Sirhind. Some other accounts give other stories of how
3
the city was founded during the time of Sikandar Lodhu
1.

2.
3.

P. 16 of Rauzat-al-Qayum ar Rauza-i-Qayumia^ a history of the lives of
the Makhdumzadas of Sirhind t r a n s i t e d by Walliullah Sadiqi of Faridkot from a MS. in Arabic written by t^uruddin in 1891 A . D . ; also see
Punjab State Gazetteers, Vol. XVII A : Phulkian States - Patiala, Jind
and Nabha (Lahore 1914), p . 207 FN.
Walliulla Sadiqi, Aina-i-Brarbans. Vol. I, p. 24; and Vol. II, p. 101;
Punjab State Gazetteers, Vol. XVII A, p. 207.
Some of the legends, as narrated by Alexander C u n n i n g h a m , are as
{Contd. on page 2
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These versions, however, stand on a flimsy ground and are not
to be accepted, for it is almost certain that the town is much
older than the advent of the Turks or Sahir Rao of the Yadva
dynasty. A more satisfactory information is furnished by the
Cent J. ft on page

1]

follows :
O t h e r a c c o u n t s attribute the f o u n d a t i o n of Sirhind to the time of
Sikandar Julkarn or Alexander the Great. A fakir flying from
S i k a n d a r with the Paras, or " p h i l o s o p h e r ' s s t o n e " , a n d being
closely followed by the king, threw the s t o n e into a tank near
Miran-ka-Dera,
to the north-west of the present city of Sirhind.
Sikander sent two elephants into the water to search for the Paras,
when one of their iron fetters was t u r n e d into gold but the s t o n e
was never f o u n d . So the king pitched his t e n t near the tank ? n d
p l a n t e d a grove of m a n g o e s , a n d stayed there searching for the
Paras until the trees bore fruit. He remained there for 12 years,
when he a b a n d o n e d the vain search a n d filling u p t h e t a n k , he dug
another which still exists, called Bibi-Sar or t h e lady's t a n k . Tihis
t a n k , however, is usually attributed to " H a j - T a j " or Haji a n d Taji,
the two daughters of Sikandar, who are said to have died u n m a r r i e d .
T h e i r tombs are still p o i n t e d out near the t a n k a n d about o n e
quarter of a mile to the n o r t h is the Bagh Sikandar or grove of mango
trees which is said t o have been planted by Alexander.
A c c o r d i n g to the more popular account, a holy m a n n a m e d Mir
M i r a n , A m i r Sayid, received the K i n g ' s d a u g h t e r H a j - T a j in
marriage along with a Jaghir in the neighbourhood of Sirhind.
T h e lady made the tank n o w called Bibi-Sar a n d when her h u s b a n d
died, the King built over him the large stone tomb which s t a n d s
near the Bibi-Sar T a n k . T h i s t r a d i t i o n is s u p p o r t e d by the fact
that t h e n e i g h b o u r i n g village is still called Mir Miran-ka-Dera.
But
of Mir M i r a n himself n o t h i n g whatever is known, except that he
lived in the time of the P a t h a n Kings. T h i s , i n d e e d , is evident from
the style of the t o m b , which is a very fine specimen of the later
P a t h a n architecture. It is c o n c l u d e d , therefore, that he m u s t have
lived after the t i m e of F i r u z T u g h l a q or s o m e t i m e d u r i n g the 15th
c e n t u r y . A similar date may also be d e d u c e d from the title of M/>,
which would seem not to have been used in India by holy men
until after the time of T i m u r . If any d e p e n d e n c e could be placed
o n the name of the king, it should be inclined to assign Mir M i r a n
[Conid. on page 3
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4

astronomer Varahamihra who writes of a people called Sairindhas
occupying the very tract in which Sirhind is situated. Varahamihra got his data from a much earlier astronomer Parasara
(author of Parasara Tantra) who is believed to have flourished
not later than the first century of the Christian era. Thus it may
be said with a tolerable degree of certainty that Sirhind existed as
a town in the beginning of the Christian era, but being a settlement
of Sairindhas, it was called Sairindh rather than Sirhind. "There
5
can be little doubt that two names are the same/' writes Alexander
Cunningham.

i

It is also argued that even Sairindhas might not have been
the first to inhabit this place, for when Firuz got a canal dug here,
in the course of the excavation large fossil bones were discovered.
Some of these were identified as those of elephants, while others
were supposed to be those of a race of prehistoric men. Later
diggings brought to light the fossil bones of sixty-four genera
of mammals which lived at the foot of the Himalayas (Shivaliks)
in remote times. On this basis it is possible to say that the origin
of Sirhind dates even earlier than the time of the Sairindhas, but
in all probability the place got its first name 'Saihrind' from the
ContcL on page 3 J
to the time of Sikandar Lodi, in the beginning of the 16th century.
F r o m the late date of the t o m b it is certain, therefore, that Sirhind
could not have been f o u n d e d by the saint, although his residence
at the place would perhaps have contributed to its aggrandisement.
It is highly probable that the fakir of one legend is the saint of the
other, as the same story of the "hansas"
or wild geese, d r o p p i n g
pearls into the " H a n s a l a N a l a " during the stay of the fakir, is
related also of the saint. (Archaeological Survey of India : F o u r
Reports made during the years 1862-1865, Vol. II (Simla 1871), p p .
206 & 207).
4.

T h e author of Brihat Sangta (Verse 29, Chap, xi) calls him Bara Miliar
who, he says, was one of the Navratnas (nine gems) of the reign of the
Vikramaditya. Obviously, it is no other person t h a n Varaha Mihra. See
Punjab State Gazetteers, Vol. XVII A, p. 207 ( F N ) .

5.

Alexander C u n n i n g h a m , Ancient
p . 165-

Geography

of India (Calcutta

1924),

/
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Aryan settlement of the Sairindhas.

6

According to Al Beruni's book AI-Hind Sirhind was first
ruled by Chandarbansis and then by Surajbansis. In the third
century, Sirhind came under the threat of a Sasanian invasion but
luckily escaped it. According to Firishta, Ardeshir Babagin (B. C.
226-141) marched against India and reached as far as the neighbourhood of Sirhind. But he was soon induced to retire.
Recently, some stones, red in colour, have been excavated
from the precincts of the Gurdwara Fatehgarh Sahib. These stones
are believed to be broken pieces of a Hindu temple of the Gupta
period.
The antiquity of Sirhind is also affirmed by Heun Tsang,
the Chinese pilgrim who visited India during the earlier period of
seventh century, and Alexander Cunningham, author of the famous
work Ancient Geography of India.
The great Chinese travellor Heun Tsang speaks highly of
the ancient town of Sirhind. According to him, the town was the
capital of the district of She-to-tu-lo or Satadru which was 2000
// or 333 miles in circuit with a large river forming its western
boundary. Sirhind is placed by him at 790 // or 117 miles to the
south of Kulu and 800 // or 133 miles to the north-east of Bairat.
6.

It may be p o i n t e d out that the older and perhaps correct spelling of the
n a m e is Sahrind or Sehrind, for it is invariably so spelt on coins.
The
form Sehrind occurs frequently in M u h a m m a d a n historians,
e.g.
in
Tarikh-i-Mubarakshahi',
Tuzak-i-Baburi\
Muntakhab-ul-Lubab
etc , etc. T h e author of Khulasat-ut-Twarikh,
Sujan Rai Bhandari, also
inclines t o this spelling. Raverty, too, prefers the name S e h r i n d .
A p p a r e n t l y , the older n a m e is a c o r r u p t e d form of Sairindh derived
from Sairindhas. T h e other idea that the n a m e is derived from t h e
i

place h a v i n g been a forest of lions (Sih-rind), even if true, may be of
incidental rather than substantial significance. T h e spelling Sirhind is
m o d e r n a n d seems d u e to a fanciful derivation 'Sir-Hind- the head of
I n d i a ' . Probably, this form of the
n a m e of Sirhind is
traceable to the time of fights between M u h a m m a d Ghori and Prithviraj
when this place marked the frontier of India. Punjab State
Gazetteers,
Vol. XVII A, p . 207.
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Alexander Cunningham discusses the location of the town in
detail as described by Heun Tsang, and after correcting some
probable mistakes in his description, he comes to the definite
conclusion that the capital town of Satadru was the large city of
Sirhind "which both history and tradition affirm to be the oldest
7
place in this part of the country." In support of his conclusion,
8
Cunningham has also adduced numismatic evidence. He writes,
"During my stay at Sirhind 1 made diligent enquiries for old coins
which are found in considerable numbers after the annual rains.
1 obtained numerous specimens of the Muhammadan coinage from
the earliest kings down to the Mugal Emperor Muhammad Shah,
dated A.H. 1138 or A.D. 1725. I got also four coins of early
Brahman kings of Kabul who reigned from about A.D. 900 to
950, with a few specimens of the later Indo-Scythian coinage, and
a single coin of the great Indo-Scythian prince, Kanishka. The
conclusion which I draw from these coins is that Sirhind was
certainly a flourishing town in A.D. 900 and that it was most
probably in existence as early as the regin of Kanishka at the
beginning of the Christian era."
Two factors seem to have been responsible for the birth
and growth of this town at a very early stage of the history of this
region. One was its distance from the arid and dry areas of the
southern Punjab because it was situated at the periphery of one of
the three major ground basins in India, which stretches from
9
Ludhiana to Lahore. Secondly, it lay at the important trade route
which served the whole of the Indo-Gangetic plain passing through
Peshawar, Lahore, Jullundur and Sirhind. The national highway
known as the Grand Trunk Road takes almost the same course
•

which this ancient route took hundreds of years ago.
Two inferences may be drawn from the foregoing account:
one, its origin is traceable to very remote times, the beginning of
7. Ibid., p. 165.
8. Archaeological Survey of India—Four Reports, Vol. II (Simla
p. 212.
9. T h e Gazetteer of India, Vol. I (New Delhi 1965), p. 11.

#

1871),

-
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the Christian era—may be even earlier; second, it assumed plenty
of importance during the later part of the Ancient Period as a
polittical and commercial centre, mainly on account of its peculiar
geographical situation. It was probably on account of the second of
these factors that it figured so prominently in the political struggles
of the early Medieval Period.

R. N. Vohra
Ramesh Walia

2

SIRHIND DURING THE SULTANATE PERIOD
As noticed in the earlier chapter, Satadru at the time of Heun
Tsang's visit to India constituted an independent state with
Sirhind as its capital. Subsequently, however, (we cannot say
exactly when) this independence was lost and the State of Satadru
became part and parcel of a vast kingdom called Trigut, of
which Jullundur was the capital. Other important territories included
in it were Hoshiarpur, Mandi, and Chamba. In the beginning
of the ninth century Jai Chandra was ruling over this kingdom.
After about a century, a serious
flict appeared between this
king of
Shankarvarman
om of Kashmi
Kashmir, was ambitious of expanding his territory in the Punjab
»

and becoming a powerful samrat (emperor). This involved him in a
formidable political struggle with his rivals, particularly Prithvi
king of
Chandra of Jullundur and Lallya, the Hind
defeated by ShankarUdbhand
varman and his kingdom including Sirhind was annexed to the
Utpala kingdom of Kashmir. The next target of the kashmir
ruler was the Takki kingdom of Alkhan, but here he failed to
achieve his object on account of • the timely support of the
Hindushahi ruler to Alkhan. The death of Shankarvarman
soon after and the weakness of his successors cleared the field
for the emergence of the Hindushahis as a great power in the
Punjab. Another helping factor was the decadence of the Gurjara
Prathiharas of Kanauj. Therefore, the Hindushahi Raja Jaipal
who succeeded Lallya, was successful in building up a vast empire
extending from Sirhind to Lamghan. Thus did Sirhind now
1
' pass under the rule of the Hindushahi dynasty.
Free from the Utpala challenge of Kashmir, the Hindushahis
1.

Fauja Singh, fed., Punjab da Itihas (Patiala 1968), p. 35. (Henceforth to
be referred to as Punjab da Itihas),
.

8
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soon found themselves confronted with a fresh challenge, and
this time a far more serious one than they had ever faced. The
Turks of Ghazna had in the meantime set up a sovereign independent state under the able and dynamic leadership of Alaptigin
and Subuktigin. After establishing its firm sway over Afghanistan
the new Turkish regime entered into armed clashes with the
Hindushahi Jaipal of the Punjab. The struggle between the two
powers lasted for several decades and in that Sirhind figured more
than once, being an important post on the eastern frontier of the
Hindushahi Samraj (empire).
Under Trilochanpal (1012—1021), son and
successor of
Anandpal, Sirhind acquired the honour of being the capital and
first city of the Hindushahis. In 1013, Nandna which was at that
time the capital of the Hindushahis, was conquered by Mahmud
of Ghazna in the teeth of stiff resistance from Bhimpal, the
valiant son of Trilochanpal and his Kashmir ally, Tung. Thereafter, the Hindushahis decided to fix
their headquarters at
Sirhind. This shows that Sirhind had already grown into a
sufficiently important centre. Obviously, the choice seems also
to have been helped by the strategic situation of the place.
It was from Sirhind that Trilochanpal and his son Bhimpal
waged their last bid to meet the challenge of the Ghaznavids.
The fortifications of the town were strengthened and new levies
were raised to build up a powerful army to fight with the Turks.
But there was one thorn which constantly rankled in the side of
the Hindushahi Raja and was also responsible for much waste of
his time and energy. The ruler of the neighbouring kingdom of
Sharva, named Chand Rai, did not take kindly to the shifting
of the Hindushahis to Sirhind and henceforward for years on end
there were military engagements between the two powers. Tired
of this fratricidal warfare, Trilochanpal proposed a matrimonial
alliance between his son Bhimpal and a daughter of Raja Chand
Rai. However, this alliance failed to materialize because Chand
Rai acted treacherously and put under arrest the Hindushahi
2
prince when his marriage procession reached the bride's house.
^^^^^^"^^^^^^^^^•^^

2.

Ibid., p. 52.
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It was about this time, 1018, that Mahmud of Ghazna led
one of his numerous expeditions into India. Trilochanpal felt too
weak to offer resistance to the invaders and prudently left
Sirhind and sought shelter with the Parmar Raja Bhoj of
Malwa. Consequently, Mahmud was able to cross into the
Ganga-Yamuna
Doab almost unopposed.
Even farther on,
Mahmud had no difficulty in defeating the Rajput Chiefs of the
area and plundering and demolishing some of the famous temples
of Mathura. His return to Ghazni soon after presented a new
opportunity to Trilochanpal of Sirhind. He entered into an
alliance with Raja Ganda of Kalinjar and Raja Trilochanpal of
Kanauj with a view to offering
united resistance to the
Ghaznavids. When Mahmud learnt of this confederacy, he was
1

infuriated and the very next year he decided to lead another
expedition into the country. Trilochanpal left Sirhind once again
and hastened towards Kanauj with the object of effecting a
junction between his army and the Kanauj forces before
putting up a fight against the enemy. But he was overtaken on
the way and defeated by Mahmud. Trilochanpal, however, did
not lose courage and thought of proceeding towards Kalinjar to
get help from Raja Ganda. While he was on his way to that
place, he met his end in 1021 at the hands of some of his own
people who nourished secret grudge against him. With his death
the Hindushahis of Sirhind passed into oblivion. TrilochanpaFs
3
son, Bhimpal, was still alive but he possessed no territory.
In 1021 y after the death of Trilochanpal, the Punjab was
annexed to the Ghaznavid empire. But it is doubtful whether
Sirhind was included in it. When later on the Ghorid Turks of
Shihabuddin carried out their invasions against the Ghaznavids
and Rajputs of the area, Sirhind did not form part of the Ghaznavid dominions and was under the control of Chauhan Rajputs.
This shows that the Ghaznavid rule in the Punjab did not perhaps
extend beyond the river Satluj on the eastern side.

3.

Ibid., p. 53-
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The Chauhans first ruled in Ajmer but it appears that by
A.D. 1164 they had occupied Delhi as well as the entire tract of
territory lying between it and the Satluj. Sirhind and Bhatinda
constituted the two most important military stations on the northwestern frontier of the Rajput kingdom. The proximity of the
Turkish kingdom of Lahore was a source of constant menace to
the Rajputs and for this reason Sirhind continued to retain its
special significance as a strategic post. This view also receives
support from the fact that Shihabuddin's first target, after the
occupation of Lahore, was to capture the military posts of Sirhind
and Bhatinda. This was naturally interpretted by the Delhi
ruler, Prithviraj Chauhan, as a serious challenge to the security
4
of his kingdom. Therefore, when Shihabuddin captured Sirhind
5
and garrisoned it with his own troops, the Rajput chief
immediately thought it necessary to take the bull by its horns.
This led to the first battle of Tarain in 1191. It is significant to
remember that before the Ghorid commander proceeded to Tarain,
6
he was encamped at Sirhind* It thus served, for him, the pur*

pose of a base for his impending encounter with the Chauhan
Rajputs of Delhi.
4
5.
6.

Ibid., p. 11.
Ibid., p . 70.
Ibid., p. 73. A reference here is necessary to the confusion frequently
m a d e between Sirhind a n d T a b a r h i n d . It is highly probable t h a t
T a b a r h i n d or T a b a r h i n d h a in the earlier M u h a m m a d a n historians is
as a rule a misreading for B a t r i n d or B h a t i n d a b u t it w o u l d be going
too far to say that this is invariably the case, as E. J. R o d g e r s appears
to have held. F o r example, in the Tabaqat-i-Nasiri,
both Sirhind a n d
T a b r a h i n d are used o n e after the other, m e a n i n g two distinct places.
But the same book at places uses T a b a r h i n d in a way that it is no other
than Sirhind. F o r i n s t a n c e we read that M u i z z u d d i n ( S h i h a b u d d i n of
G h o r ) lefl a garrison at T a b a r i n d h which place Rai Pithora retook
after a long siege but M u i z z u d d i n again a d v a n c i n g defeated him at
T a r a i n . Here T a b a r i n d h can only be Sirhind as the road to T a r a i n
used to pass through Sirhind. T h i s fact is b o r n e out by Sujan Rai
B h a n d a r i (see Punjabi translation of Khulast'iit-Twarikh,
p. 184—Punjabi
University Publication).
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The battle of 1191 resulted in the defeat and flight of the
Turkish invader. Immediately after this, Prithviraj proceeded to
Sirhind and laid siege to it. Before his departure from the area,
Shihabuddin had greatly strengthened the garrison force of this
town, so that it took the Rajputs 13 months to defeat the Turks
and to reoccupy Sirhind. This again shows the importance that
both the parties attached to the place. In 1192, Shihabuddin
returned to India to have another trial of strength with the
Rajputs, Prithviraj's army fought valiantly as usual but the
superior generalship of the Ghorid leader proved too much for
the Rajput Chief who was defeated and killed. As a result of
this, not only Sirhind but also the entire territory up to Delhi
passed under the control of the Turks. Sirhind now ceased to
be a frontier defence post, which position it had occupied ever
since the beginning of the eleventh century. To some extent this
proved to be a sort of set-back to the importance of the town.
But as its prestige did not entirely depend upon its value as a
military post but was also owing to its being situated in the
midst of an important territorial belt and what is more, on a
major route linking the north-west with the Yamuna-Ganga Doab
and Delhi, it retained much of its reputation as a political and
administrative unit. Indeed, it was one of the most important
Muslim possessions west of Delhi and was always kept in the
hands of trusted and efficient Naibs and Maliks. Sultan Qutubuddin
Aibak who had purchased Iltutmish and another Turk, Aibak by
name, by paying one lacjitals, appointed the latter as the Amir of
Sirhind. The same man who was renamed Tangaz, died in a
7
battle between Sultan Qutubuddin and Malik Tajuddin Yalduz.
»

After Qutubuddin's death in 1210, Sirhind, along with
Kuhram and Sarswati, was captured by Nasiruddin Qubacha,
8
the governor of Multan and Sind.
The Qubacha's hold on Sirhind did not go unchallenged for
long. As soon as Iltutmish (1211-1236) consolidated his position
7.
8.

Minhaj, Tabaqat-i-Nasiri,
Ibid., text, p. 142.

text, p. 168.
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sufficiently well, he took up cudgels against the Qubacha. The
dispute was finally decided when in 1217-18 lltutmish gave a
crushing defeat to the Qubacha and annexed Sirhind to his
9
kingdom. The town was then placed under Tajuddin Sanjari.
During Sultan Iltutmislvs reign Sirhind remained khalsa land
and was administered by Malik Ikhtiyaruddin as its shahana
10
(administrator). The same person also held Sirhind during the
reign of Sultana Razia.
During the period of Sultan Nasiruddin Mahmud (1246-1266),
except for the short tenure of Imaduddin Rihan when Arslan
11
Khan held the control of Sirhind along with Lahore, Bhatinda,
Multan, Kuhram, Sunam and Samana, Sirhind was under the
12
authority of Malik Sher Khan, a cousin of Balban. Sher Khan
was the most eminent personality of his time and naturally was
assigned the all-important responsibility of looking after the
defence of the entire north-west frontier region. He held this
position up to 1267 when he lost the confidence of the Sultan. It
is said that he had all the qualities of a great ruler and was famous
for his gallantry and wise counsel. After Sher Khan's death,
Balban appointed his own son as the warden of the marches.
With great ability and to the entire satisfaction of his father, the
Prince administered the frontier divisions and held his own against
the Mongol invasions till he died in 1285 while engaged in a fight
against the Mongols.
As part of his north-west frontier policy directed against the
- menace of frequent Mongol invasions from that side, Balban
strengthened all important defence posts of the area with troops
and fortifications. Sirhind was included in the list of such places.
13
Here a big cantonment was built up , and arrangements were also
made to send re-inforcements there in case of necessity.
9. Ibid., text, p. 232.
10. Ibid., p. 250.
11. Tabaqat-i-Nasiri, pp. 266, 271, 272.
12. Tarikh-i'Firishta, I, pp. 71-72.
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During the period of the later Mamluk Sultans the northwestern region was divided into about eight military divisions,
namely Lahore, Multan, Dipalpur, Sunam, Samana, Kuhram,
Sirhind and Jullundur. and each of them was placed under the
custody of a trustworthy military-cum-administrative officer. All
these officers were placed under the control of one chief officer
like Sher Khan or Prince Mahmud who enjoyed the Sultan's
confidence in the fullest measure.
Under the Khalji Sultans who succeeded the Mamluks, Sirhind
was attached to the viceroyalty of Samana, in which situation it
continued to be right up to A. D. 1360 when Firuzshah Tughlaq
conferred upon it an independent status.
14

If Moreland
is to be believed, the number of territorial
divisions in the Punjab during the fourteenth century was six,
namely Sirhind, Samana, Hansi, Lahore, Dipalpur and Multan.
Obviously, the number of these units was now less than what it
was earlier but it is significant to note that Sirhind is here counted
one of the six divisions of the region, This view, however,, may
be held to be true only of the period posterior to 1360.
Under the Tughlaq Sultans, Sirhind gained a far more prominent position in the political and administrative affairs of the
Sultanate, and it continued to increase in wealth and importance
until the time of Akbar when the rival cities of Sunam and Samana
were both made subordinate to it and included in the Sirhind
Sarkar of the Subali of Delhi. Its prosperity was further increased
by the gradual encroachment of the sandy desert, which at last
forced the Mughal Emperors to abandon the old line of road by
Hansi and Sunam and to seek for a permanent line farther to the
15
north, by Sirhind and Ambala.
There is a tradition that the city of Sirhind was actually
founded during the reign of Firuzshah.
This is obviousl/C

14.
15.

W . H . Moreland, The Agrarian System of Muslim India, p. 24.
Alexandar C u n n i n g h a m , Archaeological Survey of India (Simla 1871),
Vol. II, p. 208.
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incorrect but even so, it is significant inasmuch as it points to the
great boost that the place gained during this period.
10

Firuz Tughlaq separated
the Pargana of Sirhind from the
Shiq of Samana for administrative reasons and put it under the
governorship of Malik Zia-ul-Mulak Shamsuddin Aburija. Also,
17
a fort was built there which was named Firuzpur. About the same
time a big educational institution (Madrasa) was set up at the
place for the teaching of Islamic theology and literature. Firuzshah Tughlaq is rightly famous for his canals. One of the many
new canals dug out by him passed through Sirhind. It was taken
out from the Satluj and went up to Jhajhar fertilizing the intervening area. The canal was completed with the labour of 50,000
workmen. When Firuzshah marched upon Kangra in 1351, he
passed through Sirhind. He liked the place so much that forthwith he determined to raise its status. In fact, whatever the
Sultan did in this connection was the fruit of his visit to the place.
Sirhind from now onwards shot up in importance, next only to
that of Lahore.
*

The invasion of Timur in 1399 gave a rude shock to the
Tughlaq administration which had already fallen on evil days on
account of sharp dissensions among the descendants of Firuzshah.
Khizar Khan who claimed to be the Deputy of Timur in India,
soon occupied the areas of Multan and Dipalpur and established
an independent state. His efforts to bring Samana, Sirhind etc.
under his sway brought him into direct conflict with the Delhi
authorities. With a view to subduing him, Iqbal Khan, the ruler of
^
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Yahiya Sirhindi, Tarikh-i-MubarakshahU
text, p . 130-tr. Elliot a n d
D o w s o n , Vol. IV, p p . 11-12; Sujan Rai B h a n d a r i ,
Khulasat-iit-Twarikh,
U r d u translation^ p. 57.
17. Yahiya S i r h i n d i , op. cit., p . 130.
T h i s fort was built on the bank of a small stream k n o w n as Sirhind
or M a n s u r p u r or Sunam Choa. T h e Punjab State Gazetteers, Phulkian States (Lahore 1904, p . 102, has made a surmise t h a t this Choa
"probably follows the alignment of the canal which was cut about 1361
A. D . by Feruzshah I I I , when he constituted Sirhind into a separate
district. But this surmise looks rather far-fetched.
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Delhi, led a large expedition in 1405 and after inflicting a defeat
on Bahram Khan, Khizafs governor of Samana, proceeded towards Pakpattan where on 12th November 1405 his army was
routed in a bloody battle with the army of Khizar Khan and he
himself was killed. But the struggle for the mastery of Delhi was
not over yet. Sultan Mehmud Shah who came over to Delhi from
Kanauj after Iqbal Khan's death continued to contest with Khizar
Khan for the control of southern and south-eastern Punjab. On
his behalf Daulat Khan Lodhi attacked Samana and expelled
from there the governor of Khizar Khan, Bahram Khan by name.
This led to an immediate reaction by Khizar Khan who lost no
time in attacking Daulat Khan Lodhi and recapturing Samana.
Bahram Khan was now transferred to Sirhind. Since he was not
happy with this transfer, he revolted against his master, Khizar
Khan. But the revolt failed. Out of kindness Khizar Khan forgave
him and restored him to his office of governorship of Sirhind.
This incident is significant inasmuch as it reveals that at this
18
time Samana carried greater prestige than Sirhind.
On 4th June 1414 Khizar Khan captured Delhi from Daulat
Khan Lodhi and laid the foundation of the Sayyid dynasty. He
ruled up to 20th May 1421. During the short period of his reign,
a number of revolts occurred in the Punjab, in which Sirhind
figured prominently. When Bahram Khan, the governor of Sirhind,
died, Khizar Khan appointed his son, Prince Mubark Shah, the
governor of Sirhind, Samana and Firuzpur. But the Prince stayed
there only for a few years and after appointing Malik Sadho
Nadira, his Deputy, the governor of Sirhind and Zirak Khan, the
governor of Samana, returned to Delhi in 1416. Soon after, Tughan
Khan, the governor of Jullundur, who was a relative of the
deceased Bahram Khan, made an attack upon Sirhind and laid
siege to it. Malik Nadira was killed in one of the actions fought
with Tughan's men. Under orders from the Sultan of Delhi the
governor of Samana, Zirak Khan, marched to the rescue of the

18.

Punjab da Itihas, p . 160.
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besieged and put the enemy to flight. Soon after, Tughan feltcompelled to offer submission to Khizar Khan through Zirak
Khan. He was pardoned for his offence and restored to his erstwhile rule of Jullundur.
In 1419 the governorship of Sirhind was offered by the
Sultan to Sultan Shah Lodhi. The special reason for which this
decision was taken was the uprising in the meantime of one Sarang
Khan who claimed to be the brother of Tqbal Khan, the Tughlaq
Wazir who had been killed in the battle of Pakpattan in 1405. The
new governor won a notable success over Sarang Khan by inflie19
ting a severe defeat upon him in a battle waged near Sirhind. But
Sarang Khan escaped into the Shivalak hills from where he
repeatedly threatened the areas of Ropar and Sirhind till he was
finally dispatched in a treacherous manner by Tughan Khan of
Jullundur.
But Tughan Khan was not the man who would remain
quiet for long. Soon after, he raised another rebellion and after
20
capturing Mansurpur laid siege to Sirhind. But he got no further
success and was driven back upon Ludhiana and afterwards
defeated by the forces of Zirak Khan and Khairuddin. After that
he escaped into the Shivalak hills to save himself from his adversaries. From there he proceeded to the territories of Jasrat
Khokhar who had by now become a powerful chief to the west of
Lahore. Khizar Khan took the opportunity of confiscating the
area of Jullundur and placing it along with Samana in the custody
of Zirak Khan. But this arrangement did not last for long, as the
.combination of Tughan and Jasrat soon posed a new threat to the
Sayyid possessions in the Punjab. Taking advantage of the death
of Khizar khan on 20th May 1421, they led an expedition against
Jullundur, Ludhiana, Ropar and Sirhind. The first two places
were conquered, the third was ravaged, whereas the fourth was

19. Punjab da Itihas, p. 164.
20. Yahiya Sirhindi, op, cit.9 pp. 194-195.

Sultan Firoze Shah Tughlaq who revived the glory of Sirhind by making
it the headquarters of a Pargana
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besieged. The siege of Sirhind continued for some time but before
the town could be taken, the new Sayyid Sultan, Mubarak Shah,
arrived at the head of a powerful army and forced the enemy to
stage a retreat. After that, although the Sayyid ruler had to do a
lot of fighting in the Punjab either against Jasrat Khokhar or
Shai h Ali from Kabul, there was at no time any serious danger
to the security of Sirhind.
Mubarak Shah was murdered in 1434 He was succeeded
by Mohammad Shah who ruled up to 1443. After him Allauddin
Alam Shah sat on the throne but in 1448 he voluntarily retired to
Badayun, leaving the charge of Delhi in the hands of his minister,
Hamid Khan.
Under Mubarak Shah and his two successors Sirhind
remained under the control of Afghan governors and emerged as
a great centre of Afghan power. A reference was made earlier
to the appointment of Sultan Shah Lodhi by Khizar Khan as the
governor of Sirhind. Not long after this appointment, we have
a mention of Islam Khan Lodhi as the governor of the same
place. The probability is that both these names are used for one
and the same person, one of them being perhaps a title of honour.
Islam Khan was later on succeeded by his nephew and son-in-law,
Bahlol Lodhi, son of Malik Kala. Sirhind was the birth-place of
Bahlol and also the place where he had his up-bringing and won
his early prominence.
Bahlol was a very able Afghan chief and cherished a keen
urge to capture political power. His best opportunity came when
after the death of Mubarak Shah, his son Muhammad Shah
became the Sultan of Delhi. The new Sayyid ruler was weak
and moreover, wasted much of his time in pleasure-seeking, with
the result that the Punjab once again fell a prey to the turbulent
manoeuvres of local chiefs. In 1441 Sultan Muhammad Shah
21. Yahiya Sirhindi, op. cit., p p . 194 — 195.

*
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proceeded to Samana, handed over Dipalpur and Lahore to Malik
Bahlol Lodhi and commissioned him to chastise Jasrath Khokhar.
But Jasrath made peace with Bahlol and flattered him by foretelling a great future for him. Consequently, Bahlol wavered in his
loyalty to the Sultan and made no effort to fulfil the commission
with which he had been charged. On the contrary, in 1442 he
led an attack upon Delhi with the object of destroying the Sayyid
power. However, he met with little success and had to return to
Sirhind, his headquarters. Though not successful, the expedition
had made it abundantly clear that the future rested with him.
Thereafter, Bahlol became even more determined to pursue his
political ends. The story of his exploits and adventures reads like
fiction. With Sirhind as his centre of operations he had to struggle
hard against the Sayyids, the Khokhars and against the intrigues
of his own kinsmen. He made successive assaults on Delhi but
was repeatedly forced to retreat to Sirhind; at times he was
eompelled to flee to the Shivalaks and act like a highwayman
looting caravans and feeding his armies, It was not before 1451
that he succeeded in dislodging the Sayyids from their control
of Delhi.
-

With Bahlol ascending the throne of Delhi, Sirhind ceased
to be his principal seat of authority, but the administrative and
military importance of the place remained undiminished in his
estimation. After he left Sirhind, he made his son and heir22
apparent Nizam Khan its governor who took deep interest in
its welfare and development. During the period of his reign,
Bahlol got a large stone-tomb constructed commemorating the
death of his son-in-law, Mir-i-Miran, a great saint of the place.
The saint had received a Jagir in dowry in the neighbourhood of
Sirhind and at this place a tank, Bibisar, was constructed by
the princess or by her brother, Sikandar Lodhi.
When Prince Nizam Khan succeeded his father Bahlol in 1489
under the title of Sikandar Lodhi, he maintained the importance
of the city of Sirhind. After he moved his capital from Delhi to

I
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Agra, Sirhind assumed special significance in view of its being
the strongest Afghan fortification between Delhi and Lahore. Its
administration was placed under the control of one' of his most
trusted grandees, Daulat Khan Lodhi, who was simultaneously
required to look after the territories of Jullundur and Sultanpur.
Daulat Khan proved an efficient administrator and was so
successful in maintaining peace in his areas that he was soon
elevated to the supreme position of the governor of the Punjab.
Well aware of the significance of Sirhind as a strategic place,
Babur marched against the last Lodhi ruler, Ibrahim, via Sirhind
in 1525. Actually, before he proceeded to Panipat for his trial of
strength with the Sultan of Delhi, he encamped at Sirhind and
23
com )leted his preparations. According to Yadgar, when Babur
was staying here, Raja Khilwar (?), the Zamindar of Sirhind,
offered him three maunds of gold as tribute, in return for which he
was given possession of the town of Sirhind.
During the M
tory of Babur over Ibrahim Lodhi at the battle of Panipat in 1526,
Sirhind rose to its pinnacle of glory and became the second largest
city of the Punjab. But it must be said that the basis on which
this future greatness of Sirhind grew had been well and securely
laid down during the period of the sultanate of Delhi. The great
merits of the place which later led the Mughals to develop the
?

X

city of Sirhind on a grand scale, had been clearly grasped by
' their predecessors, the Sultans of Delhi, We can go even farther
back and say that even the Sultans of Delhi did not operate on
a virgin ground, because the origin and recognition of the strategic
value of the place dated from a remote past.
Fauja Singh
t

22.
23.
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SIRHIND DURING THE MUGHAL PERIOD
At the advent of the Mughals in India, six places to the west
of Delhi were of great military and strategic importance. Sirhind,
Samana and Hansi (Hissar) occupied unique position in what
was sometime back known as East Punjab, while beyond them
1
were Lahore, Dipalpur and Multan. Writing about the political
conditions of the Punjab in 908-9 A. H. (A. D. 1503) Babur says
in his memoirs, Tuzak-i-Baburi? that "Tatar Khan, the father of
Daulat Khan, was one of six or seven Sardars who, sallying out
and becoming dominant in Hindustan, made Buhlul Padshah.
He held the country north of the Satluj (sic) and Sahrind, the
revenues of which exceed 3 krurs. On Tatar Khan's death, SI.
Sikandar (Ludi) as over-lord, took those countries from
Tatar Khan's sons and gave Lahur only to Daulat Khan. That
happened a year or two before I came into the country of
Kabul (910 A- H.)." Babur makes a mention of the physical
surroundings of Sirhind also. "Many rivers rise in these (northern)
mountains and flow through Hindustan. Six rise north of Sihrind,
namely Sind, Bahat (Jilam), Chanab (sic), Rawi, Biah and Sutluj;
3
all meet near Multan." Babur's fourth expedition to India is
very important so far as Sirhind is concerned, as "this expedition
differs from all earlier ones by its co-operation with Afghan
malcontents against Ibrahim Ludi, and by having its declared
purpose of direct attack on him through reinforcement of Alam
4
Khan." It extended Babur's command considerablv bv obtain1.
2.

Mcreland, W . H.. The Agrarian System of Moslim India (1968), p. 24.
Babur Noma, English tr. of Tuzak-i-Baburi by Beveridge, Annette
Susannah, p. 383.
3. Ibid., p. 485.
4. Ibid., translator's note, p. 441.
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ing for him the possession of Lahore. Daulat Khan had fled for
refuge to a colony of Baluchis, towards Multan. Babur then
i

defeated Behar Khan Lodhi and entered Lahore and stayed there
for four days. After that he plundered Dipalpur, the important
military outpost across the Ravi, on January 22nd, 1524. From
Dipalpur he made a start for Sirhind, but before this could be
6
reached "news reached which dictated return to Lahore." This
might have been due to two reasons, i.e. the growing menace of
Daulat Khan in the rear which could not be ignored; and the
news of the attack of the Auzbegs on Balkh, which took Babur
7
next year across Hindu Kush. However Sirhind being the gateway to Delhi, march upon it could not be postponed, but before
leaving Dipalpur for Sirhind, Babur made suitable arrangements
for the administration of the conquered territories. A tried and
trusted lieutenant Mir Abdul-Aziz was posted at Lahore, Baba
8
Qashqa Mughal was posted along with Alam Khan in Dipalpur,
while Khusrau Kukuldash was sent to Sialkot and Muhammad
Ali-Tajik was deputed to Kalanur.
•

1

•

'

After the defeat of Ibrahim Lodhi, and the Mughal conquest
of Hindustan, Sirhind assumed an altogether different importance
for the Mughal Emperor. In the next four years, Babur, no
doubt, defeated the Afghans as well as the Rajputs, and brought
the whole of northern India under his sway, but during this short
period, consolidation could not keep pace with conquests.
In Punjab the Baluchis and the Mundahir Rajputs in the
neighbourhood of Sirhind, did not reconcile themselves to the
turn the political events had taken. The first who revolted were
the Baluchis. Babur himself has made a pertinent reference to the
threat their rebellious activities posed to the security of the
\

5.
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Ibid., p . 441.
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Ibid, p. 442.
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Mughal forces. He narrates how after he had defeated the
Rajputs under the leadership of Rana Sanga in 1527 at the battle
*

of Kanwaha, he got the news of disturbances created by these
Baluchis. He therefore writes, "In these days Muhammadi
Kukuldash made dutiful representation that again Baluchis had
come and overrun several places. Chin-timur SI. was appointed
for the business; he was to gather to his presence the amirs from
beyond Sihrind and Samana and with them, equipped for 6
months, to proceed against the Baluchis; namely, such amirs as
'Adil Sultan, SI. Muh. Duldai, Khusrau Kukuldash, Muhammad
Ali Jang-Jang^ etc. etc. This pertinent reference to the strategic role that the Sirhind Amirs were expected to play in the security
and stability of the nascent Mughal Empire in India shows how
v^

•

Sirhind was being used for the purposes of suppressing local
rebels in the Punjab. In March 1530, towards the end of Babur's
reign, the Mundahir Rajputs raised their heads against the local
Mughal officials. Annoyed apparently at some outrageous
conduct of the Qazi of Sirhind, the Mundahir Rajputs, under the
courageous lead of Mohan Mundahir, attacked the Qazi's estate
at Sirhind burning and plundering the place and also killing his
son. Upon the Qazi's complaint against this outrage against
his property and son, Babur sent Ali Quli of Hamadan with 3000
horse to avenge the Qazi's wrongs. Early in the morning of the
4th March 1530, he reached Mohan's village situated in the
Kaithal Pargana, but unluckily for the Mughals, the invaders
10
were twice repelled by Mohan's men.
*

i

On hearing of their ignominous failure, which must have sent
a wave of dismay among the victorious Mughal forces, Babur
again despatched from Sirhind Tarsam Bahadur and Naurang
Beg with 6,000 horse and several elephants. The Mundahir
Rajputs had nearly defeated this taskforce too, when by a clever
#

9.
10.

Ibid, p. 638.
Ibid., p. 700.
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ruse, played by the invaders, the brave villagers were put to rout.
One thousand of them were pierced to death in the battle-field,
11
while all their women and children were enslaved.
A pillar of
heads was raised; Mohan Mundahir was captured and later on
buried to the waist and shot to death with
reveal the strategic importance which Sirhind
now acquired and show how, so far as
ed, Babur made it into a spring-board
expeditions against the local rebels.

12

arrows.
These two
had also incidents by
Punjab was concerfor sending punitive

Babur has also referred to the obvious attraction Sirhind had
*

for the Mughal officials. Sultan Muhammad Duldai abandoned
Qanauj in favour of Sirhind and refused to go back. Babur
writes, "When Rana Sanga sallied out against us, most of Hindustanis and Afghans, as had been mentioned, turned round against
us and took possession of their parganas and districts. SI.
Muhammad Duldai who had abandoned Qanuj and come to me,
would not agree to go there again, whether from fear or for his
reputation's sake; he therefore exchanged the 30 laks of Qanuj
for the 15 of Sihrind, and Qanuj was bestowed with an allowance
13
of 30 laks on Muhammad Sultan Mirza."
In 1528 Sirhind had
a total revenue of one crore, 29 lakhs and 31, 985 tankas as
annual revenue, while Bhira, Lahore, Sialkot and Dipalpur all
combined had 3 crores, 33 lakhs and 14,989 tankas. Hissar Firuza
14,
yielded hardly one lakh and 43, 189 tankas more than what
Sirhind yielded annually. Thus we find that next to Hissar
Firuza, Sirhind was the most fertile region in the Punjab that had
fallen into the hands of Babur whereas total revenue of all the
countries then held by Babur in A.D. 1528 from Bhira to Bihar was
15
52 crores,
•
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On Humayun's accession to the throne in 1530, the scene
of intense political activity shifted to another direction, where
Humayun had more pressing problems to face and Sirhind,
therefore, receded to the background. By surrendering Laghman,
Peshawar and Punjab to his brother Kamran, who was ahead)
holding Kabul and Kandhar, Humayun made the fatal mistake
of minimising—rather ignoring the political importance of this
militarily very vital region. In the north, he waged wars against
the Hindu rajas of Bundelkhand. He also reduced Chunar
and marched against Bahadur Shah of Gujarat and reached as
far as Ahmadnagar. He also fought bloody engagements with
16
Sher Khan, the Pathan Chief.
However, his stars were not in
the ascendance. In 1540, he was discomfitted by Sher Khan
and was soon compelled to abandon the capital. Thereafter
Sirhind once again springs into prominence. Humayun tried to
17

reach Lahore via Sirhind.
He was, perhaps, under the delusion
that he would be able to stem the advancing Afghan hordes at
Sirhind, but as soon as he found that Sher Khan had deputed
his most trusted general against him, he marched post-haste to
Lahore. On the 23rd of June, 1540 he was at Sirhind, but on
the 5th of July he was holding consultations with the Principal
18
Mughal leaders in India at Lahore.
Haider Miiza who then
enjoyed the confidence of Humayun, sought permission to
repair to Kashmir and so arrange the matters that the slopes
from the hills of Sirhind to Sarang were secured and the Mirzas
19

were firmly settled there.
But no plans could mature because
the enemy was in hot pursuit. The Mughals had no alternative
16.
17.

Latif, Sayad M a h a m m a d , History of the Panjab (1964), p. 126.
Ishwari Prasad, Life and Times of Humayun (1955), p. 153.
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Ibid., p. 155.
Ibid. Sarang was not the name of any place. Sarang was a Gakhar chieftain and very friendly to the Mughals throughout their struggle against
the Afghans. O n this account he was flayed alive by Sher Khan after
his final victory over H u m a y u n .
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but to quit Lahore. However, before leaving Lahore, Humayun
made desperate attempts to arrive at some sort of settlement with
20
the cunning Afghan, Sher Khan.
Keeping in view the historical
importance of Sirhind, Humayun tried to come to some sort of
political settlement with Sher Khan by suggesting to him that
the Indian Empire be divided between the Afghans and the
Mughals. With this idea in his mind, he sent a message to
Sher Khan saying, "What justi ce is there in this ? I have
left to you the whole of Hindustan, leave Lahore alone and
let Sirhind, where you are, be the boundary between you and
1 21
me. '
To this the cunning and the ruthless Afghan gave a
contemptuous reply and said that " I have left you Kabul, go
22

there."
Sher Khan was too shrewd to let Humayun remain
beyond Sirhind. He knew that Delhi could be considered safe
only if the hinterland of Sirhind was securely in his hands.
He could not commit the fatal mistake which Humayun had
earlier made by surrendering this strategically most important
region into the hands of his avowedly hostile brother Kamran.
Humayun's failure to effect any settlement with Sher Khan
left him no choice but to repair to Sind while his cousin Haider
;
Mirza left for Kashmir Kamran w as at Kabul. Sher Khan who
was determined to drive Humayun away from India, sent his most
trusted general Khawas Khan in pursuit of Humayun. Khawas
23
Khan was then encamped at Sirhind. He was ordered to cross the
Satluj in the beginning of October, but he was anxious to organize
the administration of Sirhind and its Sarkar first before pursuing
f

the fugitive Emperor. Sirhind had, no doubt, been assigned to him
but being on active service, he considered it desirable, to appoint
20.
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someone else as his deputy at Sirhind to look after the affairs of
the Sarkar in his absence. He, therefore, selected his most loval
24
slave, Malik Bhagwant, for the purpose. Malik Bhagwant was
evidently a Hindu as is suggested by his Hindu name.
. Slier Khan was anxious to drive Humayun away from India
but he was not prepared to pursue him to Kabul. Hence, he issued
positive instructions to Khawas Khan "not to engage the Emperor
in batt'e, but to drive him beyond the border of the kingdom"
25
(Abbas).
Once Humayun departed from the Indian soil, Sher Khan's
political objective was achieved but administrative stability was
still to be achieved. He, therefore, appointed Haibat Khan Niazi,
as governor of Lahore, but he ordered Khawas Khan also to stay
behind at Lahore along with him "as a precaution, lest the Niazis
might be emboldened to play the role of the Yusuf Khail under the
Lodi regime." They were friends, but being very able and ambitious persons, they were jealous of each other. This was bound
to precipitate a crisis and soonafter, on the request of Khawas
Khan, Sher Khan transferred him to Delhi since he badly needed
his services "for the campaign he was contemplating against Rao
26
Maldeo of Jodhpur."
Sher Shah's death in 1545 brought his son Jalal Khan, entitled Islam Shah and nicknamed Salim Shah, to the throne. His
courageous conduct brought him into sharp conflict with his
powerful nobles. Khawas Khan joined hands with the second
son of Sher Shah, called Adil Khan, and both marched upon
Agra against Islam Shah but were not in a position to achieve
much. Adil Khan fled to Patna while Khawas Khan retired to
27
his fief at Sirhind.
This confirms the belief that political
*
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vicissitudes in the capital did not disturb the administrative set-up
at Sirhind and the Hindu Deputy of Khawas Khan perhaps continued to govern the Sai kar in the absence of his master. Islam
Shah then sent against him a task force of 40,000 horse, but the
army's general allowed Khawas Khan to retire to the Kumaun
hills. Khawas Khan, thus, escaped unmolosted.
Islam shah had offended Haibat Khan Niazi also. Apprehending harm from the king, Haibat Khan sought to effect a junction
with Khawas Khan who was scotched but not crushed.
However, the two could not agree on the choice of the king after
the defeat of Islam Shah. Disgusted with Haibat Khan's treacherous intention Khawas Khan, who was still loyal to the Sur
Dynasty, repaired to Sirhind, and Islam Shah's forces inflicted a
crushing defeat on the Niazies and compelled Haibat Khan to
make a retreat to the Kashmir hills.
Islam Shah's two most formidable rivals were thus defeated
but they were still alive and it was too dangerous for him to ignore
them. The king therefore tried treachery. He called Khawas
Khan to his court on an oath of safety, but at the same time issued
instructions to the governor of Sambhal to put him to death.
Thus through treachery he succeeded in removing from scene
28
the noblest of the Sur dynasty in 1546 and Sirhind was deprived
of a powerful and talented administrator.
Islam Shah's death in 1554 plunged the Sur Empire into a
welter of chaos and confusion. When Adil Khan ascended the
throne, he alienated the Afghan nobles all the more by entrusting
the administration to a Hindu, Hemu. Ibrahim Khan Sur, a
second cousin of Adil Shah, apprehended danger to his life and,
therefore, fled to Delhi where he was joined by the governor of
Sirhind. As to who this governor was, we do not have any
positive evidence to know anything about him. Khawas Khan
28.
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was dead. Could he be Khawas Khan's deputy, Baghwant ? We
are not sure.
Now Ibrahim Khan assumed royal titles and annexed
many districts of the Punjab. In the meantime, another cousin of
the Sultan assumed royal titles under the name of Sikandar Shah.
Ibrahim fled to Sambhal. There were now three Suri kings in
India at the time when Humayun was making hectic preparations
to return to India. In this struggle for political supremacy in
India, Sirhind once again plays a very important role. Humayun
entered Lahore on February 24, 1555, without encountering any
opposition. Soon his advance guards reached Sirhind. Sikandar
29
Sur despatched 30,000 horses towards Sirhind.
By this time,
Humayun's general Bairam Khan had captured Sirhind and had
fortified the town. He inflicted a crushing defeat on the Afghan
troops of Sikandar Sur. Sikandar Sur was upset by this defeat,
but he again sent 80,000 horses and elephants to Sirhind and took *
30
the field in person.
On reaching Sirhind, he entrenched himself
before the city. Humayun himself arrived in Sirhind to encounter
-

the enemy. Sirhind was thoroughly fortified. Mow ensued a serious
struggle for supremacy, which is known in history as the battle of
Sirhind. Humayun reached Sirhind on the 28th of May, 1555. At
this battle Humayun had, if JauhE is to be believed, 50,000 troops
01
while Bayazid says that he had 10,000 troops.
*

On June 22, 1955 was fought this decisive battle of Sirhind.
The entire force of Sikandar was dispersed and he himself was
forced to flee for safety to the Shivalik Hills, "The battle of
Sirhind, like the other decisive battles of Indian history, seriously
altered the political situation. The Afghans were beaten disastro32
usly and were very near being expelled from the Punjab.
The
•
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Afghans were no long longer what they had been in the time of
their Shah. They had dissipated their energies in mutual quarrels.
According to Dr Ishwari Prasad, "The victory entailed not merely
the conquest of the entire Punjab, but also the dispersal of the
33
one force which might have barred the way to Delhi."
"If Hemu and the Afghans had sunk their differences and
marched towards the Punjab", he adds, "they might have barred
the entry of the invaders into Delhi and the advantages of the
31
victory of Sirhind might have been neutralised", but "the
Afghans had blundered egregiously; ruin of their empire was
imminent and as time was to show, Sirhind proved to be the pre35
lude to Panipat (1556)".
However, Humayun was not destined to enjoy the fruits of
this victory for long. He fell from the staircase of his library in the
Purana Qila at Delhi, and with him fell also the restored Mughal
empire. When Akbar ascended the hurriedly prepared throne at
Kalanaur in the Punjab, the three Sur claimants to the throne of
Delhi were very much alive. Adil Shah was supreme at Chunar;
Ibrahim Sur had retired to Bengal and Sikandar Sur was up in
arms in the Punjab. Humayun had defeated Hemu but he had not
crushed him. He soon recovered Delhi from the Mughals. Tardi
Beg left Delhi without engaging his rival in any fight. Another
Mughal general Iskandar Khan too joined him. Both returned to
Sirhind. On hearing of the news of the fall of Delhi, at Jullundur,
Akbar left Khizar Khan at Lahore to deal with Sikandar Sur and
himself marched to Sirhind on the 13th of October, 1556. When
the fugitives from Delhi met Akbar at Sirhind, Akbar expressed
his displeasure at their pusillanimous conduct and Bairam Khan,
therefore, obtained some sort of order from Akbar and put Tardi
Beg to death. Whether Tardi Beg was punished for his cowardice
33.
34.

fbid., p . 345.
Ibid., p. 344.

35.
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or for his religious views—he was a Sunni while Bairam was a
Shia—is not clear. It is possible that Bairam might have felt jealous
of Tardi Beg's political pre-eminence and had taken steps to
36
eleminate his rival at Sirhind.
After Tardi Beg's execution, the Mughal forces marched to
Panipat where Hemu had assembled his troops. The defeat of
M
once again in India.
r

Under Akbar Sirhind continued to play a prominent
in the social, political and cultural history of the people. Soonafter Akbar's accession to the throne, Mirza Muhammad Hakim
the governor of Kabul began to show his hostility to the Emperor.
On hearing of his hostile intention, Akbar marched from Agra
and reached Sirhind in December, 1556. On the receipt of news
about Akbar's arrival at Sirhind, Mirza Hakim fled away. At
that time Hafiz Sultan Rakhana of Herat was the Shiqdar of
Sirhind. He was an excellent person, and Akbar, on being pleased
with the bazars of the town, entrusted to him the Sarkardari of
37
that place. He was responsible for raising numerous buildings,

36.
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and gardens in the' district in his charge. Nizam-ud-Din Ahmad
in his Tabaqat-i-Akbari pays him rich tribute for constructing such
buildings and gardens as had no parallel in Hind. It was the
matchless beauty of its gardens and buildings that Akbar was so
38
deeply fascinated with Sir-hind. This man Hafiz Rakhana lived
up to a ripe old age and died in 1000 A.H. when he had attained
the age of ninety.
It was not only Mirza Hakim who was causing Akbar
headache, the Uzbegs too were no less troublesome. They were
creating a serious distraction for the Mughals in Badakhshan. Within
a decade of Akbar's accession to the throne, they had risen up in
arms against the Mughals. Raja Man Singh was deputed to
39
proceed against them. He came to Sirhind. Nasiri Sirhindi , a
contemporary historian, has given a graphic account of how Raja
Man Singh, succeeded in galvanizing the entire Sud population of
Sirhind into action against the rebellious Mirzas. According to this
trustworthy contemporary writer, no less than 5000 well-built
and sturdy Suds of Sirhind assembled round Raja Man Singh
with Rajput-like martial pomp and glow and volunteered to fight
•

#

for the Emperor against his Pathan enemies. According to Nasiri,
the Suds were the most conspicuous section of the population of
Sirhind. They were valorous people as compared with the other
sections of the Hindus who were silent and mute type of people.
Nasiri Sirhindi also corroborates Nizam-ud-Din Ahmad's statement
that Sirhind at that time possessed buildings which had no parallel
in the whole of India, and it enjoyed such commercial importance
*
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that the property in Sirhind fetched twice as much price as the
property at Delhi fetched at that time.
Khan Khanan too, was attracted towards its popularity
as well as its prosperity. A retired military personnel named Hijaz
Khan Badauni once wrote a Qasida and dedicated its Maqta, i.e.
concluding lines to Khan Khanan. The Khan Khanan was so
pleased with him that he atonce got him appointed as Superintendent of the Government of Sirhind and caused him to be deputed
to that province. Khan Khana's action in rewarding someone with
a position at Sirhind as an appreciation of that person's talents
demonstrates the extent of importance Sirhind had achieved under
Akbar. Under Akbar its prosperity continued still further. Akbar
made it into a mint town for minting copper coins. The other
town, selected for this purpose was Sialkot. In the whole of India
there were only twenty-eight mint towns for minting copper coins
and Sirhind had the distinction of being one of the two earmarked
for the Punjab.
An account of Sirhind under Akbar would be incomplete
if we do not make a detailed mention of what the contemporary
historian, Nasiri Sirhindi to whom a reference has already been
made, has described in his unpublished work, Tarikh-i-Sasiri. The
town according to the author, was spread over a distance of 3 kos
and was situated on the banks of the river Hansala. It was
strongly fortified by an outer wall and strong toweis. During the
rainy season, the river overflowed its banks but this helped in
irrigating the lands down to the Samana town. It appears that
the Hindu moneylenders were quite a prosperous class, and that is
why it was possible for them to own some beautiful gardens. The
author refers to the existence of a fort which was built in the
centre of the town and was linked with the Shahi Bagh through a
mine. If ever the Mughal Emperor happened to visit the town
during the rainy season, he always stayed in the Shahi Bagh. The

'"'

Akbar, The Mughal Emperor, who raised Sirhind to the status of a
Sarkar and made the city its headquarters.
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town had won a well-meritted distinction by producing delicious
mangoes also.
Nasir Sirhindi makes a very pointed reference to the way
the bazars were constructed by the planners. They faced north to
south and all the lanes passed through the chowks. The density of
population has also been alluded to. The author draws a distinction between the rulers and the ruled, but, at the same time, says
that the rulers as well as the ruled built magnificent houses for
themselves to live in.
It had become a great centre for trade. Because of its
proximity to the hills, Chinese goods were pouring in large quantities for commercial purposes. This increasing amount of trade
had enabled its inhabitants to acquire immense riches. Under such
circumstances population was bound to increase and extension
took place towards the north-western direction and the boundary
wall towards that side had to be dismantled for facilitating further
development.
The same author has also referred to the segregation of
different communities in different mohallas. Hindus lived usually
among their own co-religionists. Perhaps this gave them a sense
of security. That is why, the central part of the city was
/ -

inhabited by the Hindus, especially the moneylending classes.
The rest of the population was scattered over the whole of the
city on all sides.
c

On the north-western

side of the fort, there were two chowks
•

and twenty mohallas. Suds formed the bulk of the population.
Although some Khatri families were very rich, yet the Suds
excelled them in riches. They excelled them not only in riches
but also in bravery and martial spirit. It is significant to note
that the leading members of the various Sud families were given
high military ranks in the Mughal army. Since they never
indulged in trade and commerce like the Khatris and the banias,
and readily agreed to offer themselves for active service on the

4
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battlefield, the author, therefore, concludes that they were the
descendants of those Rajputs who had come from Rajputana and
had settled down here at Sirhind.
Some further very illuminating light has been thrown on the
Sud society as it then existed. The Suds formed the bulk of the
population and were concentrated in the twenty mohallas which
were situated north-west to the chowk-khas, in front of the mint
and the royal stable. Their population was increasing so rapidly
that, as described above, the old city wall had to be dismantled
in order to accommodate them. It is very surprising to note that
inspite of their acknowledged financial superiority, they observed
very simple marriage customs. All such rites were so silently and
simply observed, that even the next-door neighbour would not
7
know as to what was happening in his neigbourhood. Nasir
Sirhindi considers this as one of the causes responsible for their
material prosperity. There was at least one more such factor
which contributed to their riches. As soon as their sons attained to
adulthood, they were separated from their parents. On such
occasion a Sud family would make a gift of ten rupees and ten
bricks to give a good start to their youngmen. With this capital,
their parents expected them to build up their own fortune in life,
and what is strange is this that their expectations were never belied
by their sons. In no time, they would amass huge wealth. Their
material prosperity was clearly reflected in the way their 22
chaudhris would go about in Palkis. Palki Nashini was a mark of
status and the Suds were evidently men of status.
Generally, they took lands on lease from the landowners
either in the crown villages or in the parganas of the nobles
(Amirs). There were thus four parties to the income from the
land : the Sud contractors, the land-owners, the tillers of the
lands and the government inspectors. The author says that
the system worked so well that it contributed to the happiness of
all—the contractors, the cultivators, the landowners and the
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government officials called Muhasibs. The government could
realize their dues easily from the Sud contractors who were reliable
paymasters, moneyed men as they were. It suited the cultivators
who had no money with them and could not pay except in kind.
The landowners, however, got their fixed shares regularly from the
contractors. This added to the wealth of the contractors also. The
system, thus, worked satisfactorily.
A
*

*

The author has made a very significant remark about the
discreet Sud women. It was an accepted norm among them,
that inspite of perfect freedom they enjoyed, they would never
stir out to visit those villages where their husbands had taken
lands from the owners on lease. Distance was, not the least,
any consideration in choosing to stick to that custom.
The author has also mentioned that these people were very
staunch and steadfast in their devotion to their faith.
The Tar ikh-i-Nasiri is, therefore, a very commendable work of
local history. Its usefulness for writing the history of Sirhind
*

i

can never be exaggerated. The author of the Tar ikh-i-Sudan has
hinted that several other sections of the population, too, were
discussed in the work but so long as the original manuscript is not
unearthed, the truth of this remark cannot be verified.
Here a brief reference to a possible spread of education on
a fairly large scale would also be not out of place. Certain
factors were definitely in favour of it. There were 360 mosques
and we should not forget that in medieval India a maktab was
generally attached to a mosque. Sirhind's opulence and its
material prosperity coupled with the presence of its enthusiastic
Sud population anxious to serve the Mughal State, encouraged the
spread of education. But the most important factor was the
movement for orthodox revivalism among the Muslims. We
have evidence in the pages of the Ain-i-Akbari as well as in
the Muntakhab'Ut-Tawarikh—two important contemporary works,
to show that some of its learned citizens were noted personalities
of the time. Haji Ibrahim was a well-read person who could dare
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challenge the orthodox Ulema even in the presence of Akbar.
Apart from his learning, he appeared to be a very shrewd person.
He had perceived the latitudinarian attitude adopted by Akbar
in religious matters. He, therefore, ridiculed those orthodox
Muslims who had forbidden the use of red and yellow clothes for
Muslim men. He quoted scriptures to establish his view-point.
By his liberal views he so enraged the Afir-i-Adil, present in the
court, that the latter lifted his stick to strike him with, but by a
40
clever subterfuge he managed to get rid of him.
It appears that
Akbar ignored the incident and appointed him Sadar of Gujrat.
Akbar took action against him only when the Emperor found that
he had begun to accumulate more money than he needed, and keep
more women than he could, perhaps, manage. Moreover, he had
also offended the Emperor by showing signs of contumacy by
41
attempting to flee to the Deccan with all the wealth he had
hoarded. His capacity to interpret scriptures to suit his viewpoint
indicates the measure of sophistication he might have attained
through education.
Badauni has mentioned another instance.
Mulla Mujdi
42
Sirhindi was a very learned man of the period. Formerly, he served
Islam (Islam Shah) as his Warrant-Writer, but after the disappearance of the Sur dynasty, Akbar recognized his worth as a scholar
43
and appointed him his Receiver-General of Revenue. Nizam-udDin Ahmad makes a mention of one Maulana Abdul Qadir of
Sirhind who was considered to be one of the most learned men of
44
Akbar's time. Unluckily, more evidence, for the present, is not

40. Badauni, op. cit.y p. 322.
41. Ibid.
42. Ibid., p. 41.
43. Ibid.
44. Ain-i-Akbari, Vol. I l l , p. 614. Abdul Qadir and Haji Ibrahim translated
Atharva Veda into Persian, Ain-i-Akbari, tr. Blochman, p. 33.
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available on the topic and it is therefore not possible to present
a complete picture of the situation as it then existed.
Jahangir takes note of Sirhind in two connections in his
Tuzak-i-Jahangiri. At one place he denounces Shaikh Ahmad
Sirhindi, known as Mujaddid Alif Sani, who had, according to the
Emperor, spread a net of hypocrisy and cast in it many of the
apparent worshippers without spirituality and also deputed his
men whom he called Khalifas to every part of the country. These
men according to the Emperor, were very skilled in adorning the
shops of deceipt and were selling religious knowledge and decei45
ving men. He was handed over to Anirai Singh Dalan to be
imprisoned in the fort of Gwalior. At another place, Jahangir
46
refers to the Shaikh's subsequent release from imprisonment and
to the awards he bestowed upon him.
Jahangir's second reference is to his visits to Sirhind and to
the captivating beauty of its gardens. Before his first visit to this
place, the Emperor showed much concern for its gardens and its
r
beautification, so much so, that he appointed Khw aja Waisi, an
expert in agriculture and buildings, the Krori of Sirhind and sent
him to that place much ahead of his proposed visit with instructions
to keep the gardens in order. It was again strictly enjoined upon
him to see that the old trees which had no freshness in them
were removed. He was also instructed to plant new trees and to
clean up the irqbandi (?) and repair old buildings and erect other
47
buildings in the shape of baths ect. in befitting places.
On
seeing the gardens the Emperor expressed his unconcealed pleasure.
He paid compliments for the work done by Shaikh Waisi in the
gardens yet he lamented that one particular garden (Bagh-i-Hafiz)
lacked the freshness it formerly had, though it still was very pleasing to see. It was during the course of this visit that Jahangir
45.
46.
47.
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paid a visit to Shahjahan's house to congratulate him on the birth
of his son Umid Bakhash (b. December 8, 1619- d. Feb.-March,
1622, Padshah Nama, I. p. 392). A grand entertainment was
48
arranged and huge offerings were made on the occasion.
On another occasion, when Jahangir visited Sirhind, he pitched
his camp outside the town and amused himself with going round
the Bagh-i-Hafiz. This visit took place in 1620 when Jahangir had
appointed Fazil Beg as the Bakshi of the Punjab. His third visit
to Sirhind impelled him to give joy to his senses by going round
the garden. He was extremely delighted to do so it and to have
a look at it. To this garden was added a tank measuring 120 by
110 yards, by the orders of the Emperor.
Under Shahjahan Sirhind entered into a period of glory and
prosperity— the twin characteristics of the splendour and the supreme
grandeur of his reign. Shahjahan was gifted with an abundance
of military talent but his love for splendid pageantry and architectural grandeur was unsurpassed. "He adorned the principal
towns of the empire with handsome edifices and superb palaces."
This greatly contributed to the peaceful development of the city
of Sirhind.
Of Shahjahan's five visits to Sirhind, recorded in the Padshah
Nama by Abdul Hamid Lahori, the first is the most memorable and the most extensive one. It occurred on the 18th of
Jamadi-us-Sani 1038 (A.D. 1628). Shahjahan stayed here for six
days and took some momentous decisions. The seat of the
Government of Sirhind was situated near Bagh-i-Hafiz, a garden
with steps. Shahjahan had alighted here. His father, Jahangir
had constructed here a tank. Unluckily, the scarcity of water
never permitted the tank to get filled up at any time. Shahjahan
was apparently disgusted with the trickle of water that the tank
received. On one of his subsequent visits to Sirhind, he issued
48.
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orders for regulating the inflow of sufficient water from a reservoir
to meet the requirements of the tank. However, during this first
visit he laid the foundations of a few more buildings : the
Imperial residence, the lattice window, sleeping apartments and a
personal palace. The completion of these structures was entrusted
to Mir Ali Akbar, who then happened to be the Krori of Sirhind.
He was given definite instructions to add open, high terraces and
49
projections on all its sides.
Shahjahan evinced so much interest
in Sirhind that before departing from this place, he ordered
certain suitable modifications in the plans of all these structures.
*

On the second day of his visit, the Emperor received in audience the envoy of the ruler of Balkh, upon whom he bestowed a
50
Khillat, a horse and a reward of five thousand rupees.
On the
third day i. e. the 21st of the month, two more important state
dignitaries i. e. Yamin-ud-Daula, along with his son Bahman Yar
and a grandson Abul Kufi, son of Mir Miran, and Maaz-ul-Mulk
presented themselves in the court and received honours. Maaz-ul51
Mulk was the Diwan, Amin, and the Faujdar of Sirhind,
He was
replaced by Amina, D ar ogha-a-Kirkr at of Gujrat, as Diwan and
Amin of Sirhind. The Faujdari of Sirhind was entrusted to Mir
*

52

Ali Akbar, the Krori of Sirhind.
This bifurcation of administration was perhaps considered essential keeping in view the
growing needs of this Sarkar.
It was on this occasion that the Emperor received another
important political leader Yadgar Beg, the nephew of Nazar Beg
Tuchai Imam Quli Khan from Turan. He sought shelter at the
53
Emperor's court from Bukhara.
Evidently, he was anxious to
get himself enlisted at the Mughal court. Shahjahan had deep
political and strategical interests in Central Asia. He welcomed
«

f

49 Abdul Hamid Lahori, Padshah Noma (Persian), Calcutta 1872, p. 17250. Ibid., p. 116.
51. Ibid.
52. Ibid.
53. ibid, p. Ill,
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the opportunity and bestowed upon him a Khillat, a dagger, a
sword and a mansab of 700 Zat with two thousand Swar, a horse
and five thousand rupees in cash. Safdar Khan was another
important personality who had, perhaps, been deputed earlier to
Iran on some diplomatic mission. He too returned from Iran and
offered nine Iraqi horses which he had brought with himself, and
one thousand gold mohars**
Again, it was here that the Emperor sent some presents to his
55
son Aurangzeb and to Ali Mardan Khan.
The Pargana of
Bhatinda which yielded an annual income of one hundred thousand
dams was given to Afzal Khan. After six days' stay at Sirhind,
the Emperor moved forward. The Emperor had another important
56
interest in Sirhind. This place abounded in birds which could be
utilised for the purposes of hunting. That is why Shahjahan sent
one Shah Nawaz Qash Begi in the month of Ramzan in the same
57
year to collect such hunting birds from this place.
On the 8th Jamadi-ul-Awwal, 1030 (A. D. 1630) Shahjahan
paid another visit to the place. Raja Jagat Singh whose identity
has not been made requested that in case he was entrusted
with the Faujdari of the valley of Kangra, he would be in a position
to collect 4 lakhs of rupees from the Zamindars of the valley and
would deposit the same in the Government treasury. His request
58
was granted and he was deputed on the assignment. During
this visit, the Emperor took another very important decision.
In the previous visit he had ordered a bifurcation of the administrative responsibilities in
Sirhind. Perhaps, these divided
responsibilities did not work well. He, therefore, annulled the
previous decision and combined all the three functions in one
54. Ibid.
55. Ibd.,p. 134.
56. Ibid., p. 134.
57. Ibid.
58. Ibid, p. 206.

SIRHIND DURING THE MUGHAL PERIOD

41
59

individual who was no other than the celebrated Seth Todar Mai.
This responsible official was now entrusted with the duties of
60
Amin, Diwan and the Faujdar.
Todar Mai had, perhaps, earned
this distinction by virtue of his rich and varied experience in
different administrative spheres. This celebrated official discharged
his functions so efficiently that the Imperial favours continued
to pour in on him in quick and rapid succession.
When
Shahjahan visited Sirhind in the fourth year of his succession, he
became the recipient of a distinction which added considerably
to the material as well as official prestige of this tried official.
The Faujdari of the Lakhi Jungle was also added to his existing
61
charge.
Soon after, Todar Mai was rewarded with a khillat
62
(robe of honour), a horse and a caprisoned elephant.
Under
this able and versatile administrator Sirhind made such a specta63
cular progress that in 1634 when Shahjahan again visited the
place, Todar Mai was elevated to the Mansab of one thousand
zat and one thousand Swar, Doaspa and Sihaspa. In 1635 still
64
another honour awaited Seth Todar Mai.
The Emperor added
to his existing Mansab, a Mansab of 2500 Swar, Doaspa (two
horses) and Sihaspa (three horses).
On the 23rd of Shawwal the same year, Shahjahan sent
59.

This officials is n o t to be confused with T o d a r Mai of Akbar and Sher
^•^^% i

60.
61.

Shah's periods. He is known as Seth Todar Mai a n d enjoys a considerable reputation in the local tradition even now. A T o d a r Mai Marg
has been constructed to perpetuate his memory. T h e Sikhs cherish his
memory as he purchased land from a Muslim Zamindar Chaudhuri Atta,
by paying, in 1704, a fabulous amount of gold in order to get a place for
the cremation of the two sons of Guru Gobind Singh and also for his
mother Mata Gujri who met their death at Sirhind.
Ibid.
Ibid.
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Ibid., 247.
Ibid , p. 319.
Ibid., p . 412.
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Yadgar Beg to Sirhind to arrest a fugitive, Sayyid Mansur, from
65
the court. The rebel was brought to book.
All this above discussion serves to indicate that by the time
of Shahjahan, perfect peace had descended on the land of the
Five Rivers and Sirhind had ceased to serve as a base for stemming the tide of invasions from the north-west, because no such
invasions threatened the security of this region. These circumstances, coupled with the Emperor's innate urge for expressing
himself in the magnificance of buildings, led to the development of
-

peace and prosperity in the region and
benefitted from all this.

Sirhind, consequently,
€6

Under Aurangzeb, Wazir Khan was the Faujdar of Sirhind.
The practice of continuing to vest all the three powers in the same
hands, just as it was done in the case o'i Todar Mai, was continued
Waz
Amin as well as the Diwan for
67
the Sarkar of Sirhind.
A contemporary historian, Khafi Khan,
testifies to his reputation for firm government in his work
Muntakhab-ul-Lubab, wherein he describes him as having some
troops and treasury under his control. Khafi Khan further
states that ''Sirhind was an opulent town, with wealthy merchants,
bankers, tradesmen, men of money, and gentlemen of every
class; and there were especially learned and religious men in great
68
numbers residing there."
There is thus no doubt that under the strong and beneficent
patronage of the second, third and the fourth Mughal sovereigns,
Sirhind continued to march on the road to peace and prosperity.
It became one of the most flourishing towns of the Empire which
was said to have contained B^Omo^aues^ tombs, sorais and wells.
65.
66.
67.
68.

Ibid., p . 477.
Muhammad Hashim Khafi
Dowson, Vol. VII, p . 414.
Ibid.
Ibid., p. 415,
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The extent of its prosperity and popularity may be measured from
the ruins of the old city which commence about a mile from the
69
Sirhind Railway Station and extend for several miles.
But
suddenly then Wazir Khan, perhaps, taking cue from the policy
of religious fanaticism unleashed by Auranghzeb, embarked upon
a course of action which not only convulsed the peace of the whole
state but also jeopardized the interests of the Mughal dynasty.
Aurangzeb's dastardly attack on Guru Tegh Bahadur, the
Guru exposed the policy of religious persecution which
official duties. Wazir
Khan's treacherous conduct put a seal on that policy when in 1704
Marty Guru
he martyred two innocent grandsons of
Tegh Bahadur. This single incident was enough to raise the ire
of the persecuted people of the Punjab, and then Sirhind, where
the blood of the martyrs was shed, suffered along with the Mughal
tyrants a fate which has few parallels in human history.
Gurbux Singh

69.

Imperial Gazetteer of India, Vol. XXVlI (1908), p. 21.
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APPENDIX*
English Translation of Extracts from
by Slamat Rai of Faridkot.

Tarikh-i-Sudan

This town (Sirhind) is situated on the national highway 100
kos north-west of Delhi and thirty kos south of Panjdars Pass on
the banks of the river Hansla Historically, it has been an
important centre, since it forms the first military base after crossing
the river Sutlej.
*

The town is situated at 6 7 | daqiqas and 12 sanias. It is spread
over a distance of about 3 kos along the bank of the river (Hansla)
which flows north to west. The outer wall of the town on all
sides and its towers are very strong. On the one hand, God
Almighty has provided a natural ditch; on the other, the rulers
in their respective periods have strengthened its security arrangements.
i

There are only four big and four small gates. The river
continues to flow throughout the year. The water which overflows
to several miles during the rainy season, irrigates lands down to
Samana town. The gardens on each side extend to several miles.
Some of the gardens belonging to Hindu money-lenders are
situated at a distance of six miles from the city.
The fort is situated on the bank of the river exactly in the
centre of the town. A mine links the fort with Shahi Bagh. The
Emperors always stay in Shahi Bagh during the rainy season.
*

These extracts (pp. 97-100 of the text) are an exact U r d u translation (as
claimed by Slamat Rai) of the relevant portion from a Persian manuscript written by one Nasir Ali Sirhindi during the period of Akbar.
T h e writer of this book was a famous poet of Sirhind.
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The mangoes of this place are very delicious.
The town was named variously in the ancient period, but
now it is known as S1RHIND. The bazars are facing north to
south and the lanes passing through the bazars form squares.
The population is very thick and the houses of both of the
rulers and the ruled are both pretty and strong. It is said that
the prices of buildings here are double the rates in Delhi.
Because of its proximity to the hills, Chinese goods are
sold here. It has become a great centre of trade because of which
the inhabitants of the town are rich and prosperous.
The population has been increasing during the Mughal rule.
In the north-western direction the city wall has been dismantled
and the population has extended beyond that.
Generally the population of each community here is compact.
Hindus usually prefer to live among their co-religionists. Therefore,
the central part of the town is inhabited by Hindu moneylenders.
Other people reside in the surrounding mohallas.
There are 2 chowks and twenty mohallas on the north-western
side of the Chowk Khas opposite the royal mint and the stables of
the fort. Therein lives a community known as Sud. The new
population of the town also contains severals mohallas of theirs.
The Suds form the bulk of the town's population and are in
thousands. They are a separate community of the Hindus like
the Khatris. It is said that the town was once named as Sudpura
and the Suds ruled here. They lost their rule as a result of the
Muslim conquest. This statement may be correct provided that
they were Rajputs, since with the exception of a Brahmin dynasty
of Lahore, Hindustan was ruled over by Rajputs. It appears
certain from the dress and customs of their women that the Suds
must have migrated from Rajputana. Their ornaments and clothes
too are different from those of other communities living in Sirhind.
Their faces bear signs of sincerity and bravery. They are not lazy
?

-
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and grave-looking like the Banias. They appear to be firm and
determined people. Although some Khatri families are quite rich,
yet the Suds are leading in possession of wealth and riches. They
do not marry outside the city. Twenty-two Chaudhuris of theirs
are palki-nashin (having the priviledge of travelling by palanquins).
They are not traders like Khatris and Baqals, which shows that
trading has never been their profession. They are the survivors
of some warlike community. Generally, they take government
lands and nobles' mahals on contract. This is good for both
peasants and landlords. The peasants who have no ready money
with them and who stand to suffer by paying salsi (one third of
the produce) are benefited. So also are benefited the Muhasibs
and Umara (nobles) who receive cash in lieu of their salsi. In this
way, contractors, peasants and landlords all are benefited. Among
*

them (Suds) no pains are necessary for men to contract marriages.
Their women are independent. People of another mohalla do not
know that the marriage of a Sud boy or girl is taking place; they
know it only when men of the fraternity or relatives of the boy
They are then
(bridegroom) fetch h
given sweets in leaves and sent off. This custom prevails in some
Khatri families of the city as well but not in all Khatri families.
They spend very little on marriages and this is why they are
wealthy. There is another custom also (responsible for) their
being wealthy, which is not found among Khatris, Kambos,
Brahmins etc. When the son of a father grows up, he is not
given anything out of the father's property. However, every Sud
gives him ten rupees in cash and ten bricks. In this way he gets
a lakh in cash and for his house the same number of bricks. They
(Suds) are a community of very wise people. They are firm in
their religious beliefs. Their women folk never go to the villages
farmed out by them, be those villages near or twenty kos away.
When Raja Man Singh Kachwaha was appointed the governor
of Kabul, he halted at Sirhind on his way. He summoned the
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Chaudharis of the Suds and the Khatris in the fort. A great
impression was created in the city when some five thousand Suds,
well-equipped with bows, arrows, lances and swords etc. in the
grand manner of the Rajputs, assembled at Dang Chowk under
the command of their Chaudhuris and said that they were ready
Kabul to put down the Pathans
to go with Raja Man Singl
who had become rebellious.
From that day onwards, the Sud community gained much
respect in the town of Sir hind. A Chaudhuri
m
fam
of theirs has become an officer.*
Translated by Fauja Singh & M.S. Ahluwalia.
/

*

According to the Urdu translator of these lines (Slamat Ral) the work,
Tarikh-i-Nasiri, has also made a detailed mention of the families of
Khatris (of Sirhind), their relations and conducts, as also of the local
Mu ;hals and Pathans. Tarikh-i-Sudan (Ludhiana
1935), p . 100

NAQSHBANDIS OF SIRHIND
Apart from being the arena of continued military strife,
medieval Punjab was the centre of a number of mystic movements
which left a great impact on medieval Indian society. Whereas
the Chishti and Suhrawardi Silsilahs had been established in the
Punjab almost simultaneously with the establishment of the
Sultanate of Delhi, the Naqshbandis gained prominence only in
the sixteenth century.
Within a short time of the Turkish conquest of India, the
entire country from Multan to Lakhnauti and from Panipat to
Deogir was studded with Khanqahs and Jamiat Khan as. While
Ajmer, Multan and Uch became centres of Suhrawardi activity,
the Chishtis established themselves in Narnaul, Hansi and Ajodhan
in the Punjab. These Khanqahs went a long way in removing
mistrust and suspicion between the Hindus and the Muslims and
bringing the two distinct culture-groups much closer to each other.
Although the Naqshbandi Silsilah was one of the oldest mystic
silsilahs, it was introduced in India only with the establishment
of the Mughal rule in our country. The silsilah, often known as
Silsilah-i-Khwajgan, had started long before in the land of the
Turks beyond the Jaxartes.
Ahmad(H66) is known to be the earliest known Naqshbandi
1
saint. However, the order gained real prominence under Abdul
Khaliq of Ghujdwan. He taught his disciples to follow strictly
the laws of Sharait, to devote themselves to the study of Fiq and
nobles
and
no
occupation
Hadis. 'No
of service under Government', was his further advice to his
1.

Silsilah Nana Khwajgan Naqshband, tr. Blochet, p. 428.
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disciples. Thus, he was the first among the Naqshbandis who
greatly emphasised the need of moral discipline for his followers.
To the eight popular practices or rules for the Sufis, he added
three more which later on formed the very core of the Naqshbandi
2
discipline. The silsilah received further popularity under Khwaja
Bahauddin Muhammad Naqshband who made Sufism dependent
on orthodox theology and held that nothing but the traditions of
Prophet Muhammad and the practices of his Companions could
be relied upon. Under
Bahauddin Naqshband the silsilah
ima
achieved success to such an extent that
became
famous with the nomenclature of 'Naqshbandi Silsilah' after his
3
name. He died in March 1389.
The silsilah was laised to its climax of popularity under
Khwaja Ubaidullah Ahrar (born 1404). He strictly followed the
traditions of Khwaja Bahauddin Naqshband and by taking keen
interest in contemporary political affairs, opened new vistas of
popularity for the silsilah. He claimed that if he were to start
enrolling disciples, none of the contemporary Shaikhs would get
any disciples.
It was on account of his efforts that the major conflict
between Sultan Ahmad and his brother Umar Shaikh Mirza was
averted. It was he who advised Umar Shaikh Mirza to name his
son Babur. Although the Khwaja died when Babur was only seven
years old (1491), the Mughal Chief continued to draw inspiration
from
him
dream in 1501 and predicted his victory over Samarqand. Babur
remained devoted to the sons of Khwaja Ubaidullah, which went a
*

2.

3.

Zikr-i-Abdul Khaliq Ghujdwani ( Mss. Code 1051 (2) cited in S.A.A.
Rizvi, Muslim Revivalist Movements
in Northern India in the Sixteenth
and Seventeenth Centuries (Lucknow 1965), p. 176, fn. 3, (henceforth
cited as
M.R.M
Hazrat-i
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long way in popularizing the Naqshbandi order in India.

4

Some other Naqshbandi saints also repaired to India
during this period. Khwaja Abdus Shahid, son of Ubaidullah
Ahrar's fifth son, Khwaja-i-Khwajgan and another grandson of his,
Khwaja Kalan, paid a visit to Babur after his conquest of India
and were assigned seats at the right in the feast arranged by Babur
5
in December 1528.
During the period of Humayun, considerable attention was
turned
N
in favour of the Naqshbandis in the early period of Akbar's reign.
A Naqshbandi Sufi. Mirza Sharfuddin, who migrated to India in
5
the first year of Akbar's reign, was raised to the office of 5,000
received the
Nazat
governorship of Ajmer and after sometime married Akbar's sister.
Khwaja Abdus Shahid who came from Samarqand in 1560,
was granted by Akbar the Pargana of Chamar as a gift. Sultan
Khwaja Abdul Aziz, popularly known as Khwaja Naqshbandi, a
disciple of Khwaja Abdus Shahid, became very intimate with
Akbar and was appointed Amir-i-Haj. In 1578-79 he was appointed
7
Sadr and was given the rank of 1,000. Due to his strong advocacy
of Akbar's policy of Suleh-i-Kul, he became the main target of
Badauni's criticism. Akbar had such a regard for him that even
after the Khwaja's death (1584), the Emperor married Prince
Danyal to his daughter. The Naqshbandis, therefore, continued to
*

4

Babur, Babur Nama9 English translation (London,1922) pp. 132 and Rizvi
Mughal Kaleen Bharat-Babur (Aligarh, 1961), p. 535. Babur remained
devoted to the family of Khwaja Ubaidullah. Babur visited his eldest son
Khwajaki Khwaja in Farkat in 907/1501-1502 (Ibid., p. 149). Two of the
grandsons of Ubaidullah are also mentioned by Babur in his Tuzuk.

(Ibid.,pp. 128-147)
5. Ibid., pp. 631-632.
6. Abul-Fazl, Akbar Nama, Vol. I l l , p . 192.
7. Ibid., p. 263.
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wield considerable influence till the end of Akbar's reign. Some of
them rose to the ranks of nobles and extended their active support
to the liberal policy of Akbar, while some preferred to lead a life
of piety and austerity.
*

Khwaja Baqi Billah
§

The other eminent saint through whose influence the Naqshbandi Silsilah gained popularity was Khwaja Muhammad Baqi
(born 1563-64) in Kabul. When Baqi Billah's quest for spiritual
brought him to India and he
some
of his relatives who held high ranks, tried to attract him towards
their profession. He was ordered by his preceptor to leave for
India to preach the principles of the Naqshbandi order. After
staying for sometime at Lahore, he set out for Delhi where he
took up his residence in the Firuzi fort and resided there till his
death (1603). Some of the nobles of the royal court were devoted
to him and used to send him money for the maintenance of his
*

Khanqah and for distribution of charity to the needy and the
destitute of Delhi. Subsequently, Sirhind was assigned to him by
8
the Government.
f

The main reason for Baqi Billah's success lay in the popular-'
ity which Naqshbandis had already gained under the Mughal
emperors.
/

!
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Disciples of Baqi Billah
*

An eminent disciple of Baqi Billah was
Ahmad
and received
Ghazi Khan from Akbar. According to Badauni,
first to suggest the performance of the ceremony,

1

Husamudd
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8. Maktubat-i-hnam Rabbani, Vol. I, Letter Nos. 19 and 20. (cited, in Rizvi,
M.R.M.,p. 193 fn. 2) .
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Akbar. He attained the rank of 1,000 and was attached to Abdul
Rahim Khan-i-Khanan in the Deccan. He was married to the sister
of Shaikh Abul Fazl, the most important grandee of Akbar's
court.
In the controversy which arose with the death of Khwaja
Baqi Billah regarding the spiritual succession of the Khwaja,
Husamuddin Ahmad played the role of a peace-maker, though he
always remained a partisan of Shaikh Alahdad. His indifference
towards paying any serious attention to the teachings of the
Mujaddid, his following in the fcot-steps of Baqi Billah along
with Shaikh Alahdad, and his reconciling himself to the popular
practice of Sama prevalent among other Sufis of Delhi, furnish us
9
with a good insight into the working of his mind.
Shaikh Ahmad Faruqi Sirhindi Mujaddid Alf-i-Sani
Shaikh Ahmad Faruqi Sirhindi, popularly known as
Mujaddid Alf-i-Sani, the most eminent of Khwaja Baqi Billah's
disciples, was the son of Shaikh Abdul Ahad Faruqi Kabuli
Naqshbandi and was born on 14 Shawwal, 971/26th May 1564
^^fc-

^ ^ f c ^ ^

10

in Sirhind. He traced his descent back to the second Caliph,
Umar (634-644), who was also known as Faruq. Shaikh
Ahmad Sirhindi has repeatedly mentioned this descent in
connection with his frank utterances in favour of orthodoxy and
fierce denunciation of heresy and infidelity.
His father had joined the assemblies of Shaikh Jalal
Thaneswari and another eminent Qadri saint. Shaikh Kamal.
The latter invited him to Payal, a dependency of Sirhind, and
* both developed great mutual intimacy. After returning from his
/ sojourn at Payal, Shaikh Abdul Ahad settled down at Sirhind and
devoted himself to the teaching of Muslim theology and mysticism.
9. Ibid., Letters Nos. 207, 216, 229, and 266.
10. Mirat-i-Jahan Numa, p. 592; Rizvi, M.R.M., p. 202 fn. 1.
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He died on Rajab 1007/13 February, 1599. To the last moment of
his life, he went on advising his son, Shaikh Ahmad (the fourth
of his seven sons) regarding the importance of ardent devotion
11
to the family of Prophet Muhammad.
From his very childhood Shaikh Ahmad moved
com
pany of alms and saints. He also visited Agra when twenty years
old but the court traditions and the catholicity of the scholars
associated with the Imperial Court seem to have affected his mind
adversely. The Naqshbandi sources claim that during his stay at
Agra he often visited Shaikh Abul Fazl who used to show the
utmost regard for him.
In 1008/1599-1600, Shaikh Ahmad left Sirhind with a view
to proceeding on pilgrimage and reached Delhi where he was
welcomed by Khwaja Baqi Billah and the latter made him his disciple. A number of anecdotes are recounted in the Mujaddidi traditions
which show that the master was greatly proud of his disciple and
he considered it his main purpose to initiate Shaikh Ahmad into
12
the Naqshbandi order.
•

'A person named Shaikh Ahmad belonging to Sirhind has
acquired immense knowledge and is perfect in action. He appears
like a lamp which will illuminate the world', wrote Baqi Billah
to one of his friends. When Shaikh Ahmed visited Baqi Billah
the second time, he was allowed to initate disciples into the
Naqshbandi order and was declared by the Khwaja as his
successor. For some time, however, Shaikh Ahmad had to face
considerable difficulty in obtaining his distinguished position
i

amongst the senior disciples of the Khwaja. Generally, he did not
move out of Sirhind except to visit the tomb of his preceptor
13
in Delhi.
11. Zubdat-ul-Maqamat, pp. 104-108; Rizvi, M.R.M., p . 205.
12. Ibid., pp. 139-140; Ibid., p . 298.
13.

Hazrat-ul-Quds,

fn. 11 b and 12 a, cited in Rizvi, M.R.M,

p. 212 fn. 1.
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The swing towards eclecticism in Agra had undoubtedly
i hardened Shaikh Ahmad Sirhindi all the more in his religious
J ideology but his reaction had its genesis in his very birth-place
Sirhind which was an Afghan centre not very far removed from
Kurukshetra and Kangra, prominent centres of Hindu pilgrimage,
which enjoyed complete religious freedom during the reign of
Akbar. This phenomenon was an anathema to the Makhadim
{shaikhzadas and other saints and alims) of Sirhind in particular
*

who felt that Emperor Akbar's policy of 'Peace with Air was
misconceived and wrong. Behind this attitude lay the fact that
the Afghan population, which was in majority there, had not
reconciled itselfjto the Mughal_rule*
Sometime in 1585 when the royal cavalcade, enroute to
Kabul, reached the gardens of 'Hafiz Rakhna' in the vicinity of
Sirhind, it was not accorded any welcome by the Makhadim.
The followers of Shaikh Ahmad Sirhindi went on glorifying his
activities in successive generations and the modern scholars have
made him a legendary figure. Maulana Abul Kalam Azad brought
1
out his Tazkira * in 1919 mainly with a view to introducing his
ancestors to the public and fostering a national consciousness among
the Muslims. In other works, the Mujaddid is found depicted as
a hero of both communalists and nationalists. The communalists
credit him with having saved the Mughal empire for Islam by
weaning away Jahangir from heterodoxy while in his alleged
refusal to prostrate himself before Jahangir, the Indian nationalists
find him a great revolutionary. To those who have not examined
the contemporary sources objectively this gives the impression
that the Mujaddid was not only a man of great importance in
relation to Jahangir but also exercised a great influence on
15
Jahangir's policies.

1

14. Azad, Maulana Abdul Kalam, Tazkira (Lahore reprint), pp. 264-205.
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Shaikh Farid Bukhari is depicted as a follower of Khwaja
Baqi Billah and the Mujaddid both. He was elevated to a high
status of trust by Akbar on account of his unflinching loyalty
and devotion to him. His associations with Baqi Billah and;
Shaikh Ahmad Sirhindi could neither diminish his firm loyalty
to Akbar, nor was he known to have ever criticised the Emperor
for his religious views.
However, Farid Bukhari is given the credit of having obtained
a promise from Prince Salim to protect Islam as a price for the
royal throne under a plan which, if not actually chalked out
16
by the Mujaddid, was at least blessed by him.
•

Many letters written by the Mujaddid, although bearing
mainly on topics of theological interest, possess political
17
significance also. Some of the letters are highly critical of Akbar;
his nobles and many misguided Sufis. Nevertheless, the mere
writing of letters to important nobles and grandees on the part of
the Mujaddid does not necessarily mean that they were his
disciples, or that they were influenced by the views he expounded.
The Mujaddid's political mission was a necessary corollary
to the status he had come to assume.
M
he took it
upon himself to bring political, social and religious affairs inline
with the orthodox Sunni cannon. His conclusions were based on his
personal prejudices, upon the conditions prevalent in and around
Sirhind and on the reports which the distinguished Muslim officials
conveyed to him from time to time. He thought that Akbafs
polici )s had succumbed to the unwholesome influence of Shaikh
Abul Fazl, Faizi and certain other nobles who had diverted him
from the orthodox Islam. The Emperor's appointment of Hindus
i
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to high positions, marriages with Rajput ladies, introduction of
Din-i-Ilahi and Sijda, and celebration of Hindu fairs and festivals
were all viewed by Shaikh Ahmad as posing a serious danger to
18
Islam.
The theory of the appearance of the Mujaddid Alf-i-Sani,
which Shaikh Ahmad Sirhindi popularized, was based on a tradition ascribed to Prophet Muhammad : 'God will, on the eve of
every century, raise a person in this Ummat who would renew the
19
religion.'
But Shaikh Ahmad Sirhindi claimed himself to be the
millennium
Mujaddid
An equally lofty title which he chose for himself and for his
successors, was Qaiyum which he popularised in the later years of
his life.
(

^

^

^

The heights to which the Mujaddid sought to raise the Naqshbandi Silsilah by his successful efforts to win the support of
some nobles and by creating an atmosphere of apprehension for
Islam, was envisaged critically by the followers of the other
silsilahs, more particularly by the Shattaris who enjoyed considerable state patronage and popular support. However, despite the
vehement criticism of the Mujaddid none of them went to the
20
extent of saying that his practices were un-Islamic
Disciples o f Shaikh A h m a d Sirhindi

Like other eminent saints and founders of important silsilahs,
the Mujaddid deputed his distinguished disciples to different
18. Ibid., Vol.11, Letters Nos. 92 and Vol.11, No 67; Muhammad Halim,
Mujaddid-i-Azam (Urdu), pp. 40-42 (Delhi 1958).
19. Muhammad Shams-ul-Haq Azimabadi, Al Sunan (Delhi 1890), cited in
Rizvi,M.R.M., p. 263 fn. 1; Maktubat-i-lmam Rabbani, Vol. II, letter No.
74.
20. Rizvi, M.R.M., p. 261
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provinces and towns. Agra along with its cantonement was
21
assigned to Shaikh Badiuddin Saharanpuri. Shaikh Muhibbullah
22
was appointed to propagate the mission at Manikpur.
Jaunpur
23
was assigned to Shaikh Tahir Badakshi. Similarly, Shaikh Nur
Muhammad and Shaikh Abdul Hai, two others of the Mujaddid's
24
eminent disciples, were deputed to Patna.
Shaikh Hamid was
25
sent to Bengal for the same purpose.
Haji Khizr Khan Afghan
was deputed to Behlolpur near Sirhind and Bijwara. A number
of Afghans of these two places became his disciples. He left a
deep impression upon the Mujaddid's mind, so much so that the
latter gave him the pet name of 'Khizra\ The most important
disciple of Haji Khizr was Shaikh Ahmad Banuri who created a
26
great stir in Lahore during the reign of Shah Jahan.
o

^^^^^^^^^^^

^^^^^^H

^^^^^^^H^^^l

Lahore was assigned by the Mujaddid to one of his most
eminent disciples, Tahir Lahori. Khwaja Muhammad Sadqi
27
Kabuli was also deputed to that place by him. Some of his disciples
went to Kandhar, Kabul and Transoxiana. Shaikh Karimuddin
or Shaikh: Abdul Karim who belonged to Hasan Abdal, was
28
appointed to propagate the mission in his homeland,
Mujaddid and Contemporary Politics
Like many other saints and religious leaders, the Mujadd
activities, particularly his dabbling in politics, were looked upon
with an eye of suspicion.
•

The charge-sheet served against the Mujaddid by Jahangir:
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.

Lubdat-ul-Maqamt, p. 347; Ibid., p . 271
Ibid, p. 382
Ibid., p p . 364-65
Ibid., p. 351
Ibid., p p . 354-55
Ibid, pp. 383-381
Hazrauul-Quds, ff. 120 b-1219, cited in Rizvi M.R.M, p. 281
Lubadat-ul-Maqamat, pp. 340-46; Ibid., pp. 282
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given at some length in Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri by the Emperor himself
(14th year), explains the position very clearly. He writes: "At
this time it was reported to me that a Shaikh of the name Shaikh
Ahmad had spread the net of hypocrisy and deceit in Sirhind...he
had sent into every city and country one of his disciples whom he
called his deputy (Khalifa)... . I accordingly gave orders that he
should be brought to the Court that is based on justice. According
to the order he came to pay his respects. To all that I asked him
he could give no reasonable answer and appeared to me to be
extremely proud and self-satisfied with all his ignorance. I considered the'best thing for him would be that he should remain for
some time in the prison of correction until the heat of his temperament and the confusion of his brain were somewhat quenched and
the excitment of the people also should subside. He was accordingly
handed over to Anirai Singh Dalan to be imprisoned in the Gwalior
fort."
The analysis of the various anecdotes relating to the subject
of the Mujaddid's imprisonment shows that the Emperor was in
the first instance satisfied by the reply given by the Mujaddid and
it was only later that his enemies prevailed upon the Emperor to
demand the performance of Sijda from him, and his refusal to
oblige the Emperor led to his arrest.
The period of Shaikh Ahmad's imprisonment lasted over a year.
In connection with the account of the 15th year of his reign.
Jahangir writes: "On this day Shaikh Ahmad of Sirhind who had
for sometime been placed in the prison of correction for adorning
his shop, selling himself (boasting) and immoderate language, was
summoned to my presence. I released him giving him Khilat and
one thousand rupees for expenses and making him free to go or to
30
remain."
Nur Jahan and Prince Khurram, too, it is stated.
interceded, though without much success, with the Emperor to
31
secure the release of the Mujaddid.
*

29.
30.
31.

Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri,
l|
Ibid., p. '308
Ibid.

translation Rogers & Beveridge, Vol. II, p. 161
•-'• i.u]
;
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There is also an anecdote about it saying that when by chance
the Emperor fell seriously ill, he invited the Mujaddid from
Gwalior. The latter stipulated seven conditions before agreeing to
visit the Emperor. The Emperor accepted all the conditions and
sent some of his nobles who set the Mujaddid free with full state
honours. The occasion was marked by a general release of all the
prayed for
the fort. Then the M
prisoners
the Emperor who was cured and who subsequently enroled himself
among his disciples. The above anecdote is sufficient to give an
have sought to make
idea of how the followers of the M
legendary figure after his death. The Mujaddidi traditions
him a legendarv
have tried to prove that not even a single event took place in the
later years of Akbar's reign, or in the reign of Jahangir which was
•

M

3

camp for three years
Mujaddid rema
and derived satisfaction from the fact that the Emperor often listened to his sermons patiently and without raising any objection.
D
amp, the Shaikh
stay in the
9

also had the opportunity of disseminating his ideas among the courtithe
Mujaddid
ers, soldiers and common people. The followers of the
claim that the cow-sacrifice by
K
was the direct
nfluence of Shaikh Sirhindi on the Empe
The Mujaddi
Jahangir writes: "During the 22nd month
This is clear from
ighment took place, and the 45th year bf
the feast of my so
the age of this suppliant began auspiciouslyv and haoDilv. According to the annual custom, I had myself weighed
gold and
Among
other valuables, and gave them to deserving peop
33
1 gave Rs. 2000 to Shaikh Ahmad of Sirhind.
i

I

1624
Shaikh Ahmad died on 28th Safar, 1034/10th
emb
Throughout his life he fervently tried to preach the Shariat from the
32.
33.

Rizvi, M.RM , pp. 298-299
Tuzuh-i-Jahangiri, tr. p. 276
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orthodox Sunni point of view. He had perhaps more of the
narrow-mindedness of a Mulla in him than the catholicity and
liberalism of a Sufi. In the words of S. M. Ikram and S. A.
34
Rashid, he "contributed largely to the swing of the pendulum
from Akbar's heterodoxy to Aurangzeb's vigorous ultra-orthodoxy,
i

rather than a return to Babur's and Humayun's policy of laissez
faire. The rhetoric and appeal of Shaikh Ahmad's letters kindled
religious fervour and resulted in a religious revival which took
sometime to bear fruit, which completely altered the history of
this sub-continent."
Successors of the Mujaddid

The Mujaddid had seven sons and two daughters out of whom
only two sons and one daughter survived him. Muhammad Sadiq,
Muhammad Farrukh and Muhammad Tsa, among the sons, and
his daughter Umm-i-Kulsum died on account of plague in 1616.
The names of the surviving sons were Muhammad Said and
Muhammad Masum. Out of them the one who succeeded the
Mujaddid was Muhammad Masum who was born on 11 Shawwal
1007/7 May, 1599
599 and was his third son in respect of birth. From
he Mujaddid had great affection for him and always
him in his place whenever he had to go out. He made
35
a prediction that he would become the Qutb of his time.
Unlike their father, Shaikh Muhammad Masum and his brother
Muhammad Said preferred to lead a retired life. One important
reason responsible for this seems to be the indifference of Emperors
Jahangir and Shah Jahan towards the Mujaddid's movement. But
in the reign of Emperor Aurangzeb things took a favourable turn.
Even before Aurangzeb became the Emperor, he had intimately
known Muhammad Masum. This intimacy developed further
after the Mughal Prince's ascending the throne of Delhi. In 1659
*

m
m

•

•

34. History of Muslim Civilization in India & Pakistan.
35. Maktubat-i-Khwaia Muhammad Masum. T.pttor Nn
p. 381 fn. 2
\

Rizvi, M

Sultan Ahmad
(Present Khalifa of Rauza Sharif;
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Masum

hundred Ashrafis from Aurangzeb.
Next
ita't by the Emperor. Muhammad
Baqa writes, "The Emperor, the Protector of the Faith, was very
sincerely devoted to him. He invited him to his presence many
utmost
and had spiritual intercourses with
36
him and acquired abundant bliss'\ Shaikh Saifuddin, fifth son
of Khwaja Masum, spent a long time at the court of Aurangzeb
and the Emperor attached great value to his company. The letters
of Shaikh Masum show that his son ascribed many of the puritani37
cal reforms of the Emperor to his efforts.
It is claimed that a
number of illegal practices (practices contrary to the Sliura) were
abolished by the Emperor at his instance. Again under his
influence the paintings and gold and silver statues of elephants
installed by Dara Shukoh in the fort of Delhi were removed, music
was totally banned, un-Islamic ceremonies were abandoned, and
restrictions were imposed upon the activities of non-Muslims, such
•

*

A

as building of new temples, repair of old temples, pilgrimage to
f religious places etc. Also the claim is put forward that even the
re-imposition of Jizya was ordered under the influence of Khwaja
Masum and his sons, Saifuddin and Ubaidullah.
Khwaja Muhammad Masum devoted his entire life to the
exposition and propagation of the teachings of his father. He
fiimly believed that Shariat was a must for all Muslims whosoever
they were. He condemned those who said that the followers of
Tariqat were exempted from the obligations of Shariat. All the
mystic perfections are subject to the fulfilment of the obligations
.

.

.

.

of the Shara. Without Shariat there is nothing but deparvity and
88
apostasy."
Obviously, it was this great emphasis on orthodoxy
(Shariat) which endeared the Mujaddid and his successors to
Emperor Aurangzeb.

36.

Maktubat-i'Khawaja Muhammad Masum, Letter No. 86, cf. Rizvi, M.R.M.,
p. 381, fn. 2
37. Rizvi, op. cit.9 p . 393
38. Maktubat-i-Klnvaja Muhammad Masum (Kanpur), Letter 73
t
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Shaikh Muhammad Masum died in 1668. His death was a
39
signal for the outbreak of quarrels between the sons of his brother
Muhammad Said and his own sons, and also within his own family.
Though Khwaja Masum had specifically demarcated the area of
activity for each one of them, they remained dissatisfied. His
second son Khawaja Naqshband and the third son Khwaja
Ubaidullah, in particular, were involved in the race for acquiring
the status of the Qaiyum. The quarrel did not end even when
Khwaja Naqshband openly assumed the title of Qaivum. Their
family quarrels dealt a severe blow to the movement even
during the life-time of Emperor \urangzeb. The third Qaiyum died
Muhammad Zubair as the fourth
Qaiyum in accordance with the will of his father, but the remaining
descendants of the Mujaddid did not extend their obedience
to him and a fierce dispute arose between the various factions, in
which even ladies did not hesitate to participate. It was during
this period that Sirhind was sacked by Banda Singh Bahadur.
9

*

i

i

This line of succession, however, has continued ever since.
Even the division of the country into India and Pakistan in 1947
has made no difference to this thread of continuity. The present'
Khalifa occupying the dignified position of the Mujaddid's successor
40
is Sayyed Sultan Ahmad,
who was invested with the office in
1966.

39.
40.

Rizvi, op.cit., p. 406
T h e geneology of the present Khalifa up to a few places is given below :
Miyan Abdul Rahim Sahib
Mir Lala Sahib
Mir Faje Shah Sahib
Mir Sarwar H u s a n
Mir Mehboob Ali
Mir M o h d . Hussain
Sayed M o h d . Yusaf
Sayad Mohd. Sadiq
Maqbul Ahmad
Sultan A h m a d
-

-
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The Rauza or the Dargah sacred to the memory of the Mujaddid
Muslims.
and his successors is held high in the estimation of
e for the
Afghan Muslims in particular have deep religious rev
place and every year they come in large numbers to pay their
oma je to it. The Urs of Shaikh Ahmad Sirhindi is celebrated on
Safar 27-28. The celebrations continue for a week and about six
to seven thousand Muslims from various parts of India, Pakistan
and Afghanistan participate in them.
•

Presently, the Rauza Sharif covers an area of 120 Bighas out of
which half of the land is utilised for agricultural purposes Many
of the descendants of the family have settled down at places like
41
Jullundur, Hyderabad Deccan, Rampur, Jalalabad and Delhi etc.
I

M.S. Ahluw&lia
r, 1

*
I

M

!

I

I

•

41.

I am thankful to Sh. Anis Ahmad of Rauza Sharif, Sirhind, for giving
much of the information about the recent history of the order.

OTHER SAINrS AND SCHOLARS OF
SIRHIND DURING THE MUGHAL PERIOD
Yahya Sirhindi
He was a contemporary of Saiyyid Sultan Mubarak Shah and
is one of our leading medieval historians belonging to Sirhind.
Leaving aside the name of his father, Ahmad bin Abdullah
Sirhindi, not much is known about the personal life of Yahya
except what he himself reveals in his history, Tarikh-i-Mubarakshahi. It appears from the work that Yahya Sirhindi was not a
courtier at Delhi but lived peacefully at Sirhind during the period
he was working on his chronicle. He gives no information about
his early years and education. The detail of the military activities
of the Saiyyid Sultans given in the work, however, indicates that he
himself may have had a military career at some stage in his early
1
life. But this is hardly more than a speculation.
Yahya Sirhindi's work, according to Sir Jadu Nath Sarkar,
gains an added interest from the fact that he was a Shia, while all
2
other Delhi chroniclers were Sunnis.
Yahya wrote his Tarikh to win the support
3
the ruling Sultan.
He regarded it as a suitable
4
from whom he entertained great expectations.
his preface wherein he mentions that he wrote

and patronage of
present to a ruler
This is clear from
this work in the

1. P . E H a r d y , Historians of Medieval India ( L o n d o n 1960), pp. 56-57
2. Ibid. Hardy, however, does not ao.ept J. N . Sarkar's view. According
to h i m , 'Th^re seems from the text of the Tarikh-i-Mubarakshahi
only
the most slender reason for accepting Sir J a d u N a t h Sarkar's view that
the a u t h o r was a Shia'. P. H a r d y , op.cit., p. 57.
3. Yahya S i r h i n d i , Tarikh-i-Mubarakshahi,
Persian text, (Bibliotheca l n d i c a ,
Calcutta 1931), p. 4.
4. P . H a r d y , op.cit., p. 57.
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hope of presenting an acceptable tribute to his sovereign, for no
more worthy offering could be made to a king than a record of the
5
achievements of his predecessors.
It appears that Yahya based his information for the earlier
period down to the time of Sultan Firuzshah Tughlaq's accession
on 'various histories' (not specified anywhere), and from and after
that period he wrote from 'trustworthy information and personal
observation'. In spite of its small size and lack of literary pretensions, Yahya Sirhindi's work is our most original authority for the
6
period of 35 years, A.D. 14C0-1434. All the Jater historians,
notably Nizamuddin Ahmad, Badayuni and Firishta, have been
directly or indirectly indebted to him for the history of the troublous times following the invasion of Timur? The v/ork thus is a
8
first-rate source of information concerning the time of the Saiyyids.
Whatever ranking we may assign to him as a historian, it cannot be doubted that he was a correct and honest chronicler.
Although he borrows from previous writers for events up to 1352,
he is not a mere copyist. He had his own principles of selection in
recording the deeds of the Sultans, nobles and soldiers and in chronicling accessions, appointments, battles and military movements,
9
rebellions etc.
-

Faizi Sirhindi
Shaikh Illahdad, better known from his poetical name as Faizi
30
Sirhindi, was an important writer of Akbar's period.
•

^

^

^

^

^

5.

Elliot and Dowson, History of India as Told by its Own Historians,
IV, p, 6.

6.

J.N. Sarkar,
1932), p . iii.
J.N. Sarkar,
M. Hidayat
(Bibliotheca

7.
8.

Foreword to Tarikh-i-Mubarakshahi,
op. cit.y p. iii.
Hosain, Foreword to the text of
Indica, Calcutta 1931), p. v.

tr. K. K. Basu (Baroda

Tarikh-i-MubarakshahL
•

9.

10.

Vol.

*

J . N . Sarkar, 'Pergonal History of some Medieval Historians and their
Heritage', in Historians of Medieval India, ed. Mphibbul Hasan (Meerut
1968), p. 174.
Vide Journal of Asiatic Society of Bengal, 1968, p. 10.
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His father Mulla Ali Sher had among his disciples Nizamuddin
Ahmad, the celebrated historian of Akbafs period and author of
Tabaqat-i-Akbar i.
Faizi Sirhindi was a native of Sirhind and held a madad-maash
village in that very Sarkor. He remained attached to the service
of Shaikh Farid Bokhari who had held the office of Bakshi-uI-Mulk
and perhaps also accompanied him during his various military
11
assignments.
In the words of Faizi Sirhindi himself, it was under the 'express command' of Shaikh Farid Bokhari that he undertook to
write Akbur Noma. He started writing the book in the 36th year
12
of his age.
Akbar Nama does not possess the merits of an ambitious and
original work and is more or less based on Abul Fazl and Nizamuddin's works. Nevertheless, the work contains a detailed
account of various services rendered by his patron and is interspersed with interesting stories.
It is also mentioned that the chronicler accompanied Emperor
13
Akbar during the latter's siege of the fort of Asirgarh,
and
he has given an eye-witness account of the siege which serves
as a valuable corroborative source for the accounts given by Abul
14
Fazl and Firishta.
1

*

Faizi Sirhindi also claims to have participated in the compilation of a work called Humayun Shahi of Mihitar Jauhar. Emperor
Akbar, being informed of this, gave his approval^of the project
and is also reported to have employed him for translating some
16
Hindi works into Persian.

11. Elliot and Dowson, History of India, Vol. VI, p. 116.
12. Ibid.
13. Faizi Sirhindi, Akbar Nama, tr. Elliot and Dowson, History of India,
Vol. VI, pp. 135 ff.
14. Ibid.
15. Ibid.
16. Elliot and Dowson, op. cit., Vol, VI, p. 117.
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Haji Ibrahim
He was a great scholar of Sanskrit and Persian. It was
for his great proficiency in these languages that he was chosen
by Emperor Akbar to translate into Persian the Atharveda,
17
fourth Veda of the Hindus.
Badayuni has made it abundantly
clear : "In this year (A.H. 983/1575 A.D.) a learned Brahmin
Shaikh Bhawan had come from Dakhin and turned Muhammadan, when His Majesty gave me (Badayuni) the order to translate
Atharban. Several of the religious precepts of this book resemble
the laws of Islam. As in translating I found difficult passages
which Shaikh Bhawan could not interpret either, I reported
the circumstance to His Majesty who ordered Shaikh Faiyzi and
18
then Haji Ibrahim, to translate it...*\
C.

Mirza Rustam
He was the younger brother of Mirza Muzaffar Hussain, of
Kandhar. Feeling insecure in his native place he decided to join
Akbar's service. Accompanied by his brother, Sanjar Mirza and
his four sons, he came to India in A. H. 1001. Akbar made him
Panj Hazari and gave him Multan in Jagir. After some time he was
H
given Sirhind. He died in A. H. 1051 at Agra at the age of 72. *
*

t

J

t

As a poet he is known under the nom de plume of Fidai. He
was a man of the world and understood the spirit of the age. All
20
his sons, subsequently, held posts of distinction.
T

azrat
Mir)

f

Mian Mir (also called Mir Muhammad and Shah

Hazrat Mian Mir of the Faruqi tribe was a prominent saint
of the Qadiriya Sufi Silsilah, known to be the most tolerant and
17.
18.
19.
20.

Abul Fazl, Ain-i-Akbari, tr. Blochman v Delhi 1965), p. 111.
Bjidayurifc Muntakhab-ut-Twarikh, II, p. 212.
Ain-i-Akban\ tr. pp. 328-329.
Ibid., p. 329.
!
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progressive religious seel of Islam in India.

i

Mian Mir was not only a Pir of Muslims but was also a close
friend of the Sikh Gurus and the Mughal Emperors. His personality,
piety and spiritual attainments left a permanent impression on
medieval Punjab.
Mian Mir was born in A.H. 957 in Siwistan, an important
market town in Sindh, between Thatta and Bhakkar. His father
Sain Ditta
Faruqi
traced
his
descent
directly
from
Hazrat
Faruq
22
Azam.
*

After receiving his preliminary education, Mian Mir took the
approval of his mother and became a regular disciple of Shaikh
23
Khizr Siwistani from whom he acquired perfection in the Silsilah
with permission to propagate its principles at any suitable place.
M an Mir settled at Lahore at the age of twenty-five. There
he came into contact with and received instructions from noted
philosophers like Maulana Saiddullah, Maulana Niamatullah and
24
Mufti Abdul-al-Salam Lahori (d. A.H. 1037).
After a short time, Mian Mir shifted to Sirhind. This place,
however, did not suit him. During his stay at Sirhind he suffered
from a severe ache in the knees. It is stated that during this
period he was almost left alone with very few people to look
after him. Some even say that he lived incognito for what

21.

T h e Qadiriya Silsilah was named after Abd-ul-Qadiral-Jilani or Gillani
(1077-1066 A.D.). Originally,! a philologist a n d a H a n b a l i jurist, h e
became a teacher at Baghdad. T h e head of the o r d e r and the keeper of
the t o m b is still a direct d e s c e n d a n t of his visited by a great n u m b e r of
pilgrims every year. H R . A . G i b b , Mohammedanism,
p . 120.

22.

Dara Shukoh, Safinat-ut-Auliya,
1959), p. 101.

(Urdu tr. M o h d . Ali. Lutfi

(Karachi

23» Shaikh Khizr Siwistani was a p r o m i n e n t Qadiri Sufi saint of S i n d h who
greatly contributed towards the spread of Qadiriya O r d e r n\ the province.
He died in A . H , 994 (vide Khazinat-uI-Asfia,
cited in Dara Shukoh's
Safinat-ul-Auliya, pp. 136-137).
24. Aijaz-ul-Haq Q a d u s i , Sufic-i-Punjab9 U r d u (Karachi 1962), p . 568.
<.
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reasons we are not told. Probably he was too ill during the period
and nobody took any special notice of him. Later on when he
gained eminence, the people of Sirhind were greatly surprised to
know that he had once lived among them; they possibly thought
that he had spent his days at Sirhind incognito. It seems obvious
that he had not yet got eminence when he was residing there.
During his stay at Sirhind Mian Mir was attended upon by one
Haji Nematullah who showed rare devotion in his service to him.
Mian Mir was mightily pleased with him and admitted him 'as
his first great disciple.
i

)

After staying for one year at Sirhind, Mian Mir returned to
Lahore and remained in Mohalla Khanpura up to his deathHenceforth, he was whole-heartedly engaged on popularizing
the creed of the Qadiriya Silsilah. Whenever any one wished to
join his fraternity, he would recite the following couplet :
»

•

"Shart-i-awwal der tariq-i-marifat dani ke chist
tdrk kardan liar do dlam ra w pusht-i-pa zadan."
•

The popularity of Mian Mir did not go unnoticed by contemporary Mughal Emperors. Emperor Jahangir praised him in his
autobiography and also wrote him letters. Emperor Shah Jahan
paid two visits to him which have been mentioned in Badshah Noma
9
2b
and Dara Shukoh s Sakinat-ul-Auliya.
\ .

•

Prince Dara Shukoh was a great admirer of Mian M
*

\

Safi

1m

and Sakinat-ul-Auliya. Mian Mir regarded Prince Dara Shukoh as
'26
his heart and eyes.
•

•

*

•

•

T

•

*

*

i

:

Apart from the Mughal Emperors. Princes and Governors,
25.
26.

Dara Shukoh, Safinat-ul-Auiiya^ p. 38.
•
Khazinat-ul-A'-fiya,
tr. p. 42, cited in Aijaz-ul-Haq Q a d u s i ,
p. 582.

op.
•>

cil.,
••

70

SIRHIND

Mian Mir was held in great esteem by contemporary Sikh Gurus.

27

Some of the prominent disciples of Mian Mir were Haji
Nematullah Sirhindi, Mulla Muhammad Badakhshi, Mian Natha,
Haji Mustafa Sirhindi, Mulla Hamad Gujjar, Mulla Ruhi Masami
Ibrahim, Mulla Khawaja Kalan, Hiji Sabh Kashmiri, and Mulla
Abdul Ghafur.
I

Mian Mir died at the age of eighty-eight years on 7th Rabi28
ul-Awwal, A.H. 1045. (11th August 1635 A.D.)
Haji Mustafi Sirhindi
t

He was one of the prominent followers of Hazart Mian
Mir Qadiri Lahori. The Haji was a Kalal by caste. As a man of
great learning and piety, he became a close associate of Mian
29
Mir and overshadowed all other disciples of his.
Haji Mustafi very often served as Imam for Numaz. He died
t

during the life of Mian Mir. He lies buried in a tomb close to
the mausoleum of Mian Natha, another prominent disciple of
30
Mian Mir.
Haji Nematullah Sirhindi
He was one of the most favourite disciples of Hazrat Mian
27.

T h e first meeting between G u r u Arjan Dev, the 5th Sikh G u r u and
Mian Mir took place at L a h o r e , which later t u r n e d into a deep
friendship.
T h e Guru regarded Mian Mir as Pir of Pirs. He is stated to have once
remarked that it was difficult to find an equal of Mian Mir in spiritual
and religious attainments.

It was indeed in the fitness of things that the G u r u asked Mian Mir to
lay the foundation stone of Sri Harimandir Sahib (Golden Temple)
Amritsar in 1588 A. D. Similarly, when the 6th Guru Hargobind was
imprisoned in Gwalior, it was Mian Mir who was instrumental in his
release. Ehai Gian Singh, Panth Parkash (Patiala 1970), pp. 127 ff.
28. Dara Shukoh, Sakinat-ul-Auliya, text, p. 94.
29. Dara Shukoh, Sakinat-ul-Auliya, Persian text (A.H. 1344, Iran), p. 141.
30. Ibid.

•
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Mir. He was also the first to be admitted to his spiritual assembly,
31
says Dara Shukoh.
As mentioned earlier, Mian Mir was seriously ill during his
stay at Sirhind. When Haji Nematullah learnt about his illness, he
sincerely and whole-heartedly attended on him. He did not even
32
mind to carry the urine and night-stools of the patient.
1

When Mian Mir recovered from his illness, he told Haji
Nematullah that he had nothing material to offer him in lieu
of his great services to him, but if he so desired, he could be
33
endowed with spiritual gifts.
*

Haji Nematullah was

overjoyed to hear this. Thereupon,
i

Mian Mir, out of his graciousness, guided him into the realm of
spirituality. Mian Mir took so deep and loving interest in him
that in a week's time he raised the Haji to a high state of
t

proficiency in spiritual knowledge.

34
•

Maulana Abdul Q,adir
He was a pupil of Shaikh Hamid Qadiri (buried at Hamidpur,
near Multan). According to Ain-i-Akbari he was at daggers drawn
with his younger brother Shaikh Musa over the question of
35
inheritance of family property. He belonged to Sirhind and if
Abul Fazl is to be believed, he was the most learned man of
36
Akbars reign,
^B

Mian Natha Qadiri (Sufi)
He was also a native of Sirhind and belonged to the Pracha
(Bania) community. During his younger days he came to Hazrat
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.

Dara Shukoh, Sakinat-ul-Auliya, text, p. 133.
Dara Shukoh, Sakinat-ul-Auliya, text, p. 33.
Ibid, p. 34.
Ibid.
Abul Fazl, Ain-i-Akbari, tr. Blochman, (Delhi 1965), p. 614.
Ibid., p. 329.

I
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Mian Mir Qadiri at Lahore and accepted his Bait. He served
Mian Mir for a long time. The latter developed great affection
for him.
It is related in Sakinat-ul-Auliya that Mian Mir would not
allow any of his disciples to remain with him for long and would
ask them to retire aside and get absorbed in God's remembrance.
Mian Natha, however, would not separate himself from Mian Mir
even for a moment.
It is stated by Dara Shukoh that Mian Natha would often spend
days and nights on end in Jangal, or a lonely place sitting beside
a mausoleum. Many a time Mian Mir had to send people to get
37
him back.
!

According to Mulla Khwaja Behar, on the day of his death
Mian Natha was slightly sick and was sitting in the assembly of
Mian Mir. After some time Mian Mir told Mulla Khwaja to see
whether Mian Natha was alive or dead. When checked, Mian
Natha was found dead. Mian Mir was shocked at his death and
related with tears in his eyes that Mian Natha had taken away the
peace of his house. He then instructed his followers to bury him
after his death close to Mian Natha's tomb. That is whv we find
that the tomb of Natha is situated very close to the rauzo of Mian
28
Mir
•V

Other Saints
Among the eminent saints of Sirhind during the Mughal
period, a few other names may also be mentioned. One of them
is Islam Khan, commonly called Bandgi Sahib. It is said that
unlike the Naqshbandis Bandgi Sahib was very tolerant and
liberal in his views. His tomb may still be seen at Sirhind. Another
popular saint was Salar Ji whose tomb may also be seen at
this place. Shahabuddin was still another popular Muslim
•

i

•

* "

"

' '

- • • -

37. Dara Shukoh, Sakinat-ul'• Aitliya, tr. pp. 104-105, 110 and
Asfiya, Vol. I, pp. 151-152.
38. Ibid.

Khazinat-ul-
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fakir. His tomb is not traceable now but it is said that it used
to be somewhere near the Sikh Gurdwara of Jyoti Sarup. There
were some Hindu fakirs as well. Of these Baba Dyalpuri was a
contemporary of Guri' Gobind Singh. He is said to have called
upon the Guru after the execution of his Sahibzadas. Another
such, fakir was Baba Lai who was a contemporary of Emperor
Jahangir (1605-1627). He was a follower ofChetan Swami —a
great saint with many miracles to his credit. It is stated that
after observing a miracle of his master, Baba Lai followed the
latter to Lahore. There, one day Chetan Swami, in order to test
the progress of his disciple in yoga, ordered him to bring some
gopi-chandan (whitish earth sacred to the Vaishnavas) from
Dwarka, which he did in less than an hour. Thereupon, his guru
gave him leave to depart from him and settle independently
as a master.
Baba Lai took up his abode at Dyanpur near Sirhind. Here
he built a hermitage for himself and began to initiate people in
his own creed which was based on Vedanta philosophy
and Sufism.
His followers called themselves 'Baba Lalis' and among
those who followed
his doctrine was included
Prince
1

Dara Shukoh also.

39

-

-

.

;

•

'

.

»

•

An interesting religious discourse is said to have taken
place between Baba Lai and Dara Shukoh in 1653 A.D. The
discourse continued for 9 days with 2 majh's (sittings) a day. The
conversations were held in Urdu and they were, it seems, noted
down by Rai Jadhavdas. Afterwards, the whole thing was
rendered into Persian by Rai Chanderbhan (Munshi) and published
40
under the title of Nadir-ulNukat.
Fauja Singh
M. S. Ahluwalia
•

I

39. Garein
in K.R
40. Journal
Shukoh,

de Tassy, i, 94-96, Asiatic Researches, XVII, p. 296, ff. (cited
Q a n u n g o , Dara Shukoh, p. 332 ff).
Asiatic, 1926 (Oct-Dec). Quoted by K. R. Q a n u n g o , Dara
p. 332
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SOME
EMINENT MUGHAL ADMINISTRATORS
AND HIGH OFFICIALS OF SIRHIND
This study is based on Persian sources. Unfortunately, they
furnish only stray references which have to be pieced together to
have some sort of an idea regarding the local authorities who
had so much to do with the administration of Sirhind during
this period. Ours is just a poineering attempt in this connection.
Where sufficient information is available, effort has been made
to construct a note of some length. At the end of this chapter, a
table has been given which, besides the nine people discussed at
some length, contains references to many other less-known
administrators and high officials connected with Sirhind.
Masnad-i-Ali Khawas Khan
Masnad-i-Ali Khawas Khan, a contemporary of Sher Shah
and Islam Shah, was notorious for his lavish expenditure and
1
indiscriminate liberality. According to the author of Tarikh-i2
Daudi, , he had no less than 2500 apartments in his palace, in each
of which a hundred lazy fakirs (contemptuously called obese
vermins) were pampered at the rate of two sirs of corn per diem,
great and small.
*

The political events of his life have hardly been noticed by
Muslim chroniclers who all inform us about his extravagences in
3
order to "establish the piety and benevolence of their patron".
However, on his first introduction to public life, he is shown as
succeeding to the title of Khawas Khan. After his elder brother
1.
2.
3.

Tarikh-i-Khan Jahan, tr. Dorn, I I , pp. 106-8.
See also Waqia!-i-Mushtaqi, Ms., ff. 112-17.
Tar ikh-i-D audi, Ms,, pp. 291-97.
Elliot and Dowson, History of India, IV, p. 529.
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was drowned in the ditch of the fort of Gaur, he came into
slight collision with his future murderer Islam Shah, then Prince
Jalal Khan.
He is reported to have possessed a very strong park
of artillery. After fleeing from Mewat he remained for sometime in Sirhind whither Azam Humayun advanced against
him under the orders of Islam Shah with 40,000 men. He was
assassinated at the hands of Taj Khan Kirani who held the Suba
of Sambhal and was directed to use all possible means to get the
4
fugitive under his power.
Khan Zaman Aliquli
He was son of Haider Sultan Uzbeg Shaibani who fought in
the battle of Jam on the side of Persians and attained the rank
of Amir. At the time of Humayun's return from Persia his
father entered into his service with two of his sons, Aliquli and
Bahadur. Aliquli always acquitted himself admirably in battles
and made great contribution in the conquest of India. For his
services he was elevated to the rank of Amir.
In 1553 he was appointed by Emperor Humayun, along
with some other commanders, to counter the attack of the
Afghans who had assembled at Dipalpur under the leadership
5
of Shahbaz Khan. Later, he assisted Prince Akbar against
Sikandar Afghan when the latter marched to Sirhind and
6
entrenched and fortified his camp there. Soon after the accession
of Akbar (1556 A.D.) Aliquli was awarded the title of Khan-iZaman. When the news of Hemu's occupation of Delhi poured in,
Akbar who was at the time at Jullundur, immediately set off
towards Delhi. Khan Zaman Aliquli was appointed to lead the
vanguard of imperial troops and he marched off with his 10,000
\

4.

For the details of his death, See Yadgar,
Tarikh-i-Salatin-i-Afaghina,
tr. pp. 336-342.
5. Nizam-ud-Din, Tabaqat-i-Akbar7, tr. Elliot and Dowson, V,p. 237.
6. Ibid., pp. 238, 273,
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horse. After the Mughal victory of Panipat over the Afghans
(1556), he was ordered to Sambhal to suppress the power of
,H
Shadi Khan Afghan there. During the 4th year of Akbar's reign.
Khan-i-Zaman was commissioned to reduce Jaunpur, the capital
9
of Sharqi Kings.
Bairam Khan

He was born at Badakhshan. He was a Persian Turk and
a Shia by faith. He was an able and intelligent man who rose to
high position by sheer merit. His father was Saif Ali Beg who
joined the Mughal service in the time of Babur. He himself
joined the service of Humayun at the age of sixteen. He rendered
great services to Humayun and remained faithful to him
through thick and thin. He served him at the battle of Kanauj
but in this battle he was taken prisoner by Sher Shah who tried
to win him over to his side. Bairam Khan, however, escaped and
again joined Humayun in his exile. Being a Shia, he brought about
an alliance between Humayun and the Shah of Persia who was
also a Shia. It was with the help of the Shah that Humayun was
able to conquer Kabul and Kandhar. Bairam Khan was appoin•

*

ted the new governor of Kandhar. Humayun was afraid that
Bairam Khan might surrender Kandhar to the Shah. But all his
suspicions were removed after a personal meeting with
Bairam Khan.
-

*

i

In Humayun's reconquest of his lost kingdom of India Bairam
Khan played the most outstanding role. It was mainly because
of him that the Emperor was able to defeat the Afghans in the
I

7.

Shah N awaz Khan, Maathir-uI-Umara,

text, Vol. I, pp. 622-30
r

*Z$>tiJtyPj'y^o> l^Jb^y^^yj

u^j*

8. Nizam-ud-Din, Tabaqat-i-Akbari, tr. Elliot and Dowson, V, p . 250.
9. Abdullah, Tarik/i-i-Daiu/i\ tr. Elliot and Dowson, IV, p . 259.
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battles of Sirhind and Machhiwara and establish his rule. The
meritorious services of Bairam were recognized by his master who
*

conferred upon him the title of Klian-i-Khanan and gave him the
10
territory of Sirhind in Ja^ir, , along with several lofty titles such
as Yar-i- Wajadar (faithful friend),Baradur-i Saadatmand (auspicious
brother). He was also appointed Ataliq (tutor) of Akbar.
When Humayun died in 1556, Prince Akbar was at Kalanaur
(now in District Gurdaspur). Bairam Khan at once performed the
coronation ceremony of Akbar who was just 14 years old at that
time. He himself undertook to act as the Regent and assumed
the charge of the Empire.
About this time Bairam had to face a very desperate
situation. There were enemies all around. The most formidable
was Hemu, Muhammad Adil Shah Sur's general, who had occupied
Agra and was advancing towards Delhi. Some nobles of Akbar
advised him to retreat to Kabul but Bairam Khan rejected their
advice and proposed to offer immediate resistance to the Afghans.
To begin with, the situation became all the more gloomy with
the flight of Tardi Beg from Delhi after finding himself unable
to meet the strong Afghan forces under Hemu. This was a mighty
blow to the Mughal prestige. To check its pernicious effect.
Bairam Khan decided to make an example of Tardi Beg, so
that others might not behave in the same cowardly manner. It
was at Sirhind that Tardi Beg waited upon Akbar and Bairam
Khan. He was straightway executed for his disgraceful conduct
in face of the enemy.
Bairam Khan then advanced from Sirhind and gave a crushing
defeat to the Afghans at Panipat in 1556. The enemy commander,
Hemu, was arrested and later on put to death by Bairam personally.
Soon after Panioat, Delhi and Agrafell into the hands ofthe Mughals.
*

10. Shah Nawaz Khan, op. cit.9 text, Vol. I, pp. 371-84.

^J^^^^^^^^^^t^^
1

^yc/^ ^
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Bairam remained Regent only up to 1560 when he fell from
grace on account of opposition from a powerful court faction.
After BairanvKhan was dismissed, he was asked to proceed
on pilgrimage to Mecca. Preparatory to going abroad, he proceeded to Sirhind to recover his private treasure which he had
stored there. As he was a going in a leisurely manner, the court
party lost patience and sent Mulla Pir Muhammad with a large
army to hasten his exit from the country. This offended the exRegent who after leaving his family in the fort of Bhatinda, turned
towards Jullundur and decided to offer armed resistance. He
was, however, defeated at Talwara on the bank of the Beas and
was taken captive and produced before Akbar. Akbar forgave
him and allowed him to resume his journey of pilgrimage to
Mecca But when he reached Patan (Anhilwara), he was attacked
Afghj
Beglar Khan
His original name was Saadullah and he was son of Said
Khan Chaghtai ofAkbar's reign. He had all the advantages of
an Amir's son and was «moted for personal beauty, strength of
limbs, and pleasant speech. He surpassed his companions in the
game of polo and in military skills. In the time of his father he
earned a reputation for reliability. In the 46th year of his reign
M
marriage to him.
He had a lofty mind and behaved like a real prince in
matters of etiquette. When his father died, he did not dismiss
f

his father's servants, though on account of his low rank he could
hardly afford to bear all that expenditure.
In the beginning of Emperor Jahangir's reign he was given
the title of Nwazish Khan. For his creditable work he was
appointed assistant to Prince Shah Jahan in A.D. 1613. Thereafter, he became more and more an object of royal favours and
was awarded the title of Beglar Khan. He obtained the Faujdari
as well as the fief of Sorath. In this capacity he acquitted himself
with great distinction. He stayed several years in that country.

SOMfc EMINENT MUGHAL ADMINISTRATORS

79

-

After the accession of Shah Jahan, Beglar Khan received an
increase of 1000 in his zat rank. But for reasons not known, he
was removed from office shortly after. In the 3rd year, A.H
1039/1630 A.D., hedied and was buried in Sirhind in his father's
JX
tomb. After him, none from his family ever gained distinction.
Todar Mai (Shahjahani)

v/

Todar Mai was a native and a businessman of Sirhind. He
was a friend of Afzal Khan. He got the title of Rai along with the
Diwam\ Amini and the Faujdari of Sirhind in the 13th year of Shah
Jahan's reign. Only a year after, the Faujdari of Lakhi Jangal was
also conferred upon him. Next year for his good work he was
rewarded with some horses and elephants. Soon after, his mansab
was raised to 1000 swar, (do aspa and seh aspa). During the 19th
year of Shah Jahan's reign. 522 horses were aded to his mansab.
*

Next year, another increase of 300 horses was made in his
Swar rank. Graudually, Dipalpur, Jullundur and Sultanpiir were
also included in his Nizam at which now yielded a total income o\
50 lakhs per annum.
Todar Mai was remarkably successful in the discharge of his
duties. In 1648 his mansab was raised to 2000 swar and the title
12
of Raja was conferred upon him.
M.

Shah Nawaz Khan, op. cit., text, Vol. I, p. 404.

" -v/J^/JJ^L
12.

Shah Nawaz Khan,
885.

t^>/r<sA*^»q>f JIJ?

op. cit., Vol. I I , p . 256 a n d Alamgir Nama, pp. 874,

.^ftM^^i/rci^u^tvMf^c^Ju.^jU,^
^^..^^^k^^ljJtSj^^f^^^
'.>^<^<oiiJO,)»>J
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The name of Raja Todar Mai is greatly revered by the Sikhs.
It is said that he purchased a piece of land from a local Chaudhuri
at a very heavy price and made arrangements for the cremation
of the Tenth Sikh Master's mother ("Mat a Gujri) and his younger
sons, Zorawar Singh and Fateh Singh. If this is true, he must
have enjoyed a very long span of life.
His magnificent mansion called Jahazi Haveli today even in
its ruins presents a very impressive view. A photographic reproduction of this building has been included in the illustrations of
important monuments given at the end of this book.
Dyanat Khan Hakim Jamala Kas lii
In the first year of Shah Jahan's reign he was made Diwan
of the establishment of Mamtaz-uz-Zaman (the Queen). In the
4th year his zat rank was raised by 1000 with 250 horse and he
was appointed to the Diwani of the Punjab in succession to Mir
Abdul Karim. As he gave proof of trustworthiness, only after
a year's time he was given the title of Dyanat Khan along with
an increase of 150 horse in his swar rank. After this promotion, he
was appointed to the Diwani, Arnini and the Faujdari of the Sarkar
of Sirhind in succession to Rai Kashi Das. In 1638 after the
fort of Qandhar had coins into royal possession and Prince
Shuja had been appointed to Kabul in anticipation of an attack
by Shah Safi, the King of Persia, Dyanat Khan was sent with the
my
Shaikh Abdul Aziz Khan
He was a relation of Shaikh AbduC Latif of Burhanpur.
13. Shah Nawaz Khan, op. cifm> text, VoL II, pp. 37-38.

V « i r ^ J »-f/r> v ^ a '»y>
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Aurangzeb had close association with the latter, or rather was
devoted to him on account of his virtues and piety, the Shaikh
recommended Abdul Aziz to the Emperor who at once enrolled
him as a state servant. In the battle with Maharaja Jaswant
Singh, Aziz showed great zeal and received twenty-one wounds.
For his bravery he was rewarded with a robe of honour and a
horse. When Aurangzeb marched from Agra to Delhi in pursuit
of Dara Shukoh, he was very generous to the Shaikh and granted
him the swar rank of 15,000 and the title of Khan. After this
promotion he was made the governor of <he fort of Raisin in
Malwa.
In the 7th year of Aurangezb's reign he was summoned to
the royal court and in the same year was appointed, on the death
14
of Mir Baqir Khan, the Faujdar of the Cliakla of Sirhind.
*

Mirza Askari (Wazir Khan)
H

Wazir Khan, a native of Kunjpura (now in District Karnai),
was appointed Faujdar of Sirhind during the closing years of
Emperor Aurangzeb's reign. He continued to hold that position
under Shah Alam Bahadur Shah till he was defeated and killed
by Banda Bahadur in 1710. He held the charge of civil and
revenue affairs of that Sarkar for a long time. According to
Kha
and treasure and had obtained
15
reputation by his firm management.
Wazir Khan was responsible for the execution of the two
younger sons (Zorawar Singh and Fateh Singh) of Guru Gobind
Singh in A. D 1705. Banda Singh Bahadur took terrible revenge
for the death of Sahibzadas by killing Wazir Khan and his alh
J4. Ibul, pp. 686-87,
•

' J ^ <jv JJJ& [?> —- '&^>»
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// '»>/>}> i w^>v aJ U ^ o \*J ii r> & cs-: ,
15. Khafi Khan. Muntakhab-ul-Lubab, tr. Elliot and Dowson^VoJ, VII, D, 414.
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Sucha Nard in A.D. 1710 at the battle of Chaprarchiri.

16

It is stated by Khafi Khan that "When Wazir Khan heard
that the districts in his charge had been ravaged and plundered,
he set about collecting troops and warlike equipments. He joined
with his four or five Faujdars and Zamindars, prepared lead and
gundpowder, mustered five to six thousand horse and seven or
eight thousand musketeers (barkandaz) and archers, and with
these and some artillery and elephants he marched out to give
battle and to punish that perverse sect. After marching three
M7
or four kosy he came up with the enemy.'
"The accursed wretches." continues Khafi Khan, "had got
warning of the movement of Wazir Khan and advanced to meet
him. All his followers (of Banda) keep shouting Sacha Padshah
and Fath Daras. The battle began and great bravery was shown
on both sides but especially by the confederate sectarians. They
advanced sword in hand against the elephants and brought two
of them down. Many Musulmans found martyrdom and many
of the infidels went to the sink of perdition. The Musulman
forces were hardly able to endure the repeated attacks of the
infidel. When a musketball made a martyr of Wazir Khan, they
were put to flight. Many baggage horses and elephants fell into
the hands of the infidels, and not a man of the army of Islam
escaped with more than his life and the clothes he stood in.
Horsemen and footmen in great numbers fell under the swords
"18
of the infidels who pursued them as far as Sirhind.
•

AH Muhammad Khan Rohila

It is said

19

that he was not a real Afghan.

He lived for a

16. Kahan Singh, Mahan Kosh, p. 809.
17 Khafi Khan, op. cit., p . 414.
18. Ibid., pp. 414-415.
19.

T h e Siyar-ul-Mutakhirin
says that he was an Ahir (tr. I l l , p. 233)*
See also Beale a n d Forster's Travels. T h e Afghan who brought up Ali
was called D a u d . (Calcutta Review, OcT. 1875). Ali Muhammad was
{Court/, on page 83
i
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longtime at the residence of a rich Afghan who adopted him
as his son and gave all his property to him. After taking possess*

ion of the property Ali Muhammad took up his residence in
Aonla (Badaun; and Bankar, both parganas north of Delhi. He
i

1

spent some time in the service of local Zamindars and Faujdars
and afterwards became a marauder and laid waste Bans BareilJy
and Muradabad which were in the jagir of Itimad-ud-DauIa
Qamar-ud-Din.
Mutsadi
but Ali Muhammad encountered him and completely defeated
him, getting possession of much plunder and a large park of
artillery. Itimad-ud-Daula was unable to remedy matters.
became a rebel. He got
Encouraged by this,
Muhamn
ready magnificent tents of red colour resembling those of the
kings of India. This was intolerable for the king who himself
set out to put him down. The irregulars of the royal camp went
ahead and set fire to Aonla. At last by the intervention of the
Wazir, a foundation of peace was laid and he came in and did
homage. He received the Sarkar ofSirhindin lieu of what he
had held. When Ahmad Shah Du
H
in 1161
(1748 A.D.), Ali left Sirhind and took possession of his old
20
estate of Aonla and Bankar. In the same year (1748) he died.

Contd. from page 82]
the founder of the present family of the Nawabs of R a m p u r . T h e author
of Hadiqat-ul-Aqalim
was present at Bangarha when Ali M u h a m m a d
surrendered and he describes his personal appearance. He gives the
date of his death as 3rd Shawwal 1161/15 Sept., 1748. H e calls him a
Rajput. {Vide lithograph edition of Nawal Kishore,
20. Shah Nawaz Khan, op. cit., text, Vol. II., pp. 841-43,

Lucknow, p . 141).
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Zain Khan
Zain Khan was appointed Faujdar of Sirhind by Ahmad
Shah Durrani in 1761 A.D. He continued to occupy this post
for three long years.
Zain Khan followed a ruthless policy of persecution at
Sirhind which had become a troubled spot on account of Sikh
21
inroads. One glaring example of his intolerance was the execution
of Sardar Dyal Singh Barar. On receiving instructions from
his master, Ahmad Shah Durrani, in 1762, he marched out from
Sirhind for an attack on
the Sikh forces gathered near
22
Malerkotla and took a leading part in the Wada Ghahighara
(holocaust of 1762). On account of Zain Khan's intolerant
administration and his active assistance to Ahmad Shah
23
during the wholesale massacre of 1762, Sikhs became furious
against him. Within four months of the Ghalughara they encircled
him. Zain Khan looked in vain for help from his master and
was obliged to make peace with the Sikhs by paying fifty thousand
rupees as tribute.
The peace treaty, however, was no more than an attempt to
buy time on the part of Zain Khan. No sooner had the Sikhs
left Sirhind than the treacherous Nawab fell upon them and looted
their baggage. However, in a pitcliel battle fought at Harnaulgarh, the Sikhs routed Zain Khan and his Hindu Diwan, Lachmi
Narain.
Ahmad Shah once again came to Zain Khan's help and
restored him to the governorship of Sirhind before leaving .for
Kabul. But the leopard did not change his spots. He became
even more notorious than before. In the words of Tahmas
Khan, "Zain Khan changed all his previous rules of conduct.
^^^^^^^^^•^•^•^••M^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^V^^H^^^^H^^^^BA^^^^^H^l^^^^V^^^^P^^^^^^n^^^^^MM^^^^^^^^^^^H^^^^^H^^^^V^^^'

21. Bakht Mai, Khalsa Nama (Ms.), f. 48 (cited in-Teja Singh Ganda Singh,
A Short History of the Sikhs, p. 168).
'
22. Ibid
23. Tahamas Noma, ft. i 10-111; Ahmad Yadgar,
Tarikh-i-Salatin~i-Afaghina,
p. 125 (cited in Teja Singh Ganda Singh, op. cit., p. 169).
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He would not pay the salaries of his troops and officials, and
c

indiscriminately plundered the people of his province. The looted
grain was given to his soldiers in lieu of pay and that too only
one-fourth of what was actually due to them. He allied himself
24
with the hill chiefs for the purpose of making money."
Apart from the disaffection caused by his maladministration
there were other factors which contributed to his downfall. His
master Ahmad Shah was away in Afghanistan; Saadat Khan of
Jullundur was terror-stricken; Kabuli Mai of Lahore had no
strong army; his friend and ally, Bhikhan Khan of Malerkotla,
was dead; and his own officials , like Murtaza Khan and Qasim
Khan, had left him in disgust. Zain Khan had, therefore, to
meet the Sikhs with his own resources which were very poor.
The Sikhs under the leadership of Jassa Singh Ahluwalia,
attacked Sirhind on January 14, 1764. Zain Khan while attemptting to escape, was shot dead, and his Afghan troops in panic
ran in all directions. They were pursued and most of them
were cut to pieces. Sirhind was again subjected to indiscriminate
plunder and its buildings were razed to the ground. The spot where
the two little sons of Guru Gobind Singh had been done to death,
was searched out and a gurdwara called Fatehgarh Sahib (Fort of
25
Victory) was built on it,
i

Fauja Singh
M.S. Ahluwalia

24. Tahmas Khan, Tahmas Kama (Ms), ff.l 13-14 (cited in Teja Singh Ganda
Singh, op. cit.9 p. 175).
25. Tahmas Khan, op. cit.9 p. 119; Sohan Lai, UmdaUut-Twarikh, part, ii, p.
11; Bute Shah, Twarikh-i-Punjab (Ms), f. 1. 522, cited in Teja Singh
Ganda Singh, op. cit., p . 176).
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TABLE
Some of the Mughal Administrators and High Officials connected with Sirhind

Reigning Monarch

Name of the
Administrator
and period

Remarks

References

1

2

1.

Babur

Raja Khilwar (?)

He is reported to have presented Yadgar, Tarikh-i3 maunds of gold to Babur; was Salatin-UAfaghina,
allowed to retain the Zamindari text, p. 124.
of Sirhind for this service.

2.

do

Sultan Muhammad
Duldai

Received Sirhind which yielded
an income of 15 lakhs.

3.

4.

Humayun

do

3

Akbar (Prince)

Khani-i-Zaman
Aliquli

4

5

Babur Nama, tr. A.S.
Beveridge (reprint),
p. 582.
Sent to Sirhind to counter the Nizamuddin, Tabaqatattack of Afghans under
i-Akbari, tr. Elliot, v,
Sikandar Sur.
p. 238.

Remained at Sirhind with a
contingent of 10,000 horse.

Shah Nawaz Khan,
Maathir-uJ-Umara, 1..
359; Tarikh-i-Ahmed

Shah, tr. Elliot,
pp. 107, 109.
do

Mirqi Jang-Jang

viii,

Hakim
of the Sarkar of Baizid Byat, Tazkira-iSirhind appointed by Humayun. Humayun Wa Akbar,
tr.
Rizvi, Mughal
Kale en Bharat
Humayun, p. 744.

in

O
X
tn

do

Humayun/Akbar

Sikandar Afghan

He is reported to have fought a Abul Fazl, Ain-i-Akbari,
fierce battle at Sirhind with tr. Blochman, p. 488;
Humayun
Yahya Kazvini, NaflsulMaathir, tr, Rizvi,
Mughal Kaleen Bharat
Humayun, p. 471.
*

Bairam Khan
Khan-i-Khanan

Sher Shah/
Islam Shah

Khawas Khan
(Masnad-i-Ali)

Akbar

Mizra Rustam

Received the Sarkar
Parganas of Sirhind

and

Remained for some time in
Sirhind and encountered the
attack of Azam Khan.
Was appointed for some time
at Sirhind.

Abul Fazl, Akbar Kama,
part I; Shah Nawaz
Khan, Maathir-ulUmara, text, Vol. i,
pp. 371-84.
Elliot, iv,
pp. 528-32

App
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o
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>

o
2
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H
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H
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I,

Abul-Fazl, Ain-i-Akbari,
tr- Blochman, p. 329.
1

m
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10.

Shah Jahan

Beglar Khan
(d.l630A.D.)

noble connected with Sirhind; Shah Nawaz . Khan,
Maathir-ul-Un
is buried in Sirhind in
Vol. i, p. 404.
30 A.D.

I

U.

-do-

J2.

—d o -

Rai Kashi Das

Id Diwani, Amini and Faujdari Shah Nawaz Khan,
Maathir-ul- Umara„
the Sarkar of Sirhind in
out 1631/1632.
text, Vol. ii, pp, 37-38

Dayanat Khan,
Hakim Jam a la Kashi

d Di*vani9 Amini, and
jdari of Sirhind.

Shah Nawaz Khan,
Maathir-ul- Umara,
text, Vol. ii, pp. 37-38.

13.
14.

15.

16.

-do-

Todar Mai
(Shahjahani)

t the title of Rai and Diwani,
ini, and Faajdari of Sirhind.

Mir Baqir Khan

d Faujdari of Sirhind and
d in harness in 1665.

Abdul Aziz J<han

pointed Faujdar of the
ikla of Sirhind in 1665,

Shah Nawaz Khan,
Maathir-ul- Umara9text.
Vol. ii, pp. 686-88.

s the Faujdar of Sirhind.
d the charge of civil
revenue affairs of Sirhind
a long time. Was killed

Khafi Khan,
Muntakhab-ul-Lubab,
tr. Elliot, vii, pp.
414-15; Ganesh Dass.

Aurangzeb

-do-

Aurangzeb and
Bahadur Shah

Wazir Khan

do — . Vol. ii, p.286
d o - , pp. 686-687

Bahadur Shah

Muhammad Shah

by Banda during the sack of
Sirhind, 1710.
Firoz Khan Mewati Was appointed Faujdar of
Sirhind after the death of
Wazir Khan in 1710 (Ramzan
8, R.Y.4 of Bahadur Shah)
Ali Muhammad
Received Sarkar of Sirhind in
Khan Rohila
lieu of what he originally
possessed after a peace treaty;

Char Bagh-i-Punjab,
text, p. 111
Akhbarat (Sitamau
Collection), Vol. v,
p. 347.

-

Appointed Faujdar in 1745;
He detained Baba Ala Singh
and made attacks on Barnala
Raikot and Raipur and carried

.—

Shah Nawaz Khan,
Maathir-ul-Umara,
text, Vol. ii, pp. 841-43
I

Alamgir II

Siddiq Beg

away large booty and a number
of prisoners.
Succeeded Ali Muhammad
Rohila. Came in conflict with
Baba Ala Singh and made an
attack on Sanaur.
•

Ahmad Shah
Durrani
r

Abdus Samad Khan
Muhammadzei
I

Succeeded Siddiq Beg. Driven
out by Sikh and Maratha
forces Jn 1758.

,*

21.

Ahmad Shah
Durrani

Zain Khan
(d. Jan. 14, 1764)

Was appointed Faujdar of
Sirhindin 1761 A. D. Killed
in a battle with the Sikhs in
1764.

Tahmas Khan, Taliwas Nama (Ms) fl.119;
Ali-ud-Din
Mufti,
Ibrat Nama, fl. (Ms),
Umdat'iit271;
P
Twarikh, tr. S, L.
Suri, part ii, p. 11;
Bute Shah, Tawarikhi-Punjib

(Ms),

vo

fl.

PP 522, 584 etc.
(cited in Teja Singh
Ganda Singh, A Short
History of the Sikhs,
p. 176); Ganesh Dass,
Char Bagh- i- Punjab,
text, p. 126

Fauja Singh
M.S. Ahluwalia
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SIRHIND IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY
(

The Background
*

With the dawn of the eighteenth century began a new era
in the history of the Panjab with special reference to Sirhind
which then in many ways became the centre of historical events
leading to the freedom of the country from under the oppressive
yoke of the Mughals and the threatening aggression of the Afghans
from across the Indus. The last two years of the seventeenth
century had seen the consolidation and integration of the Sikh
movement into a well-knit order of the Khalsa breaking itself
away completely from the Brahmanical Hinduism. On March
30, 1699, the Bhisakhi day of the Bikram year 1756, Guru Gobind
Singh, the Tenth Guru of the Sikhs, held the historic meeting of
his Sikh followers and with a dramatic fash of his sword called
upon them to come forward for supreme sacrifice in the cause of
the country. The first five who responded to his call were baptized
into the new order with sweetened water stirred with a doubleMm

edged sword. This was called the Khande da A writ. It replaced
the old form of baptism whereby Sikhs were initiated into the
Sikh fold with water touched by the thumb of the Master's
right foot. The new fcrm not only transformed the Sikh people
into a militant church with every member adopting the common
surname of Singh or lion, and carrying a sword as one of the
essential symbols, but it also gave a sharp revolutionary turn to
their movement. Their new watch-words of Dharm-nash, Karamnash, Kul-nash and Kirt-nash— destroy dharma, karma, kul and kirt
— were a public declaration of the Khalsa Sikhs of their derecognition of and disassociation with their previous religions and their
rites and rituals and of their rejection of old family lineage, caste
distinctions and professional prejudices. This united and knit them
together into a new independent religion which abolished all distinctions between men and men and placed them on a footing of equa-
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lity both in religious and social spheres. The previous Gurus had, no
doubt, done a good deal of spade work in this direction through
the institutions of Sangat and Pangat—mixed congregations and
common interdining in the Guru kd langar—but Guru Gobind
Singh gave it the final touch of perfection.
Not only this. The Guru took the extreme step in levelling
down all distinctions. Immediately after he had administered the
Khande da Amrit to the first five, as mentioned above, and had
explained to them the rules of conduct for the Khalsa, he himself
knelt down before them and begged of them to baptize him also
in the same way into the order of the Khalsa and offered to submit himself to the same discipline as had been laid down for them.
He was of the Khalsa, he said, and the Khalsa was the very breath
of his life, nay, his very self. From Govind Das, as he was up
to this time known, he became Gobind Singh. This was a thing
unique in the history of religions. Never in the past had a religious prophet reduced himself to the level of a disciple and become
one of them. Well has this strange phenomenon been acclaimed
by a contemporary poet Bhai Gurdas II saying :
*

f

W'aih pargateo mard agamra waryam ikela
Wah, Wdh, Gobind Singh, ape Gur, Chela
[Vdr XL-U
j

J

And lo ! there appeared an unsurpassable man, a unique hero.
Wonderful, Wonderful, is Guru Gobind Singh, Venerable
preceptor as well as a humble disciple.
Bravery, as much as truth and piety with service of the
suffering humanity as their guiding motto, was to be the religion
of the Sikhs. The Khalsa was inspired by a sense of divine
mission and no fear of any earthly power, religious or political,
was to deflect them from their duty. The Guru himself, in the
pursuance of his mission of life, prayed to the Almighty God to
(. i

Grant me this boon, O Lord, that
I may not falter in doing good deeds.
•

-

I

i

1 should have no fear of the enemy when I 20 to battle.
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And turn victory assuredly to my side.
In my mind there is but one desire,
That 1 may ever be singing Thy praises.
And when the time comes,
I should die fighting in the field of action."
[ChandiCh.,

Ukt-bitas, No. 231.7

The new dispensation brought about a tremendous change in
the character of the people. The lowest of the low in society —
the sweepers, the leather-dressers, the confectioners, etc.,—were
transformed, as if by a miracle, into doughty warriors along with the
baptized Jats and Khatris who had won name and fame as soldiers
under the command of Guru Hargobind and Guru Gobind Singh.
Thus came to be created in the country a new people who had
developed in themeslves, with a change in their psychology, the
qualities of religious reformers and zealous patriots, of saints and
soldiers—believing in the fatherhood of one God and universal
brotherhood of men making no distinction between Hindus,
Muslims, Jews and Christians, or between easterners and westerners, or whites, blacks and browns.
r

The religious fanatics and rulers of the time, the Hindu Rajas
*
*

of the Shivalak Hills and the Great Mughal of Delhi saw in the
activities of Guru Gobind Singh and his people a threat to their
power. The Brahmins and the Mullds, particularly the Naqshhandis of Sirhind, had been poisoning the minds of the ruling junto
in their respective spheres ever since the beginning of the seventeenth century. It was as a result of their conspiracies that
Guru Arjun, the fifth Guru, of the Sikhs, had been tortured to
death under the orders of Emperor Jahangir. The news of the
execution of the Guru was received with great jubilance by the
leader of the Naqshbandis of the Pan jab, Saikh Ahmad Sirhindi,
as expressed by him in his letter to Shaikh Farid Bukhari.
According to him it was a very good—bisidr khub—achievement
of the followers of Islam and a great defeat— Shikast-i azim— for the
hated infidels. Guru Arjun's son and successor Guru Hargobind
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had been harassed by Shah Jahan and Gurus Har Rai and Har
Krishan by Aurangzeb under whose orders Guru Gobind Singh's
father Guru Tegh Bahadur had been decapitated in public in the
centre of the main bazar of Delhi in 1675.
Under the orders of Emperor Aurangzeb, there was a general
attack on the religious institutions of the Hindus and a large
number of their temples were destroyed. An important Sikh
temple, the Gwdwara at Buriya in the Sarkdr of Sirhind, was also
demolished and a mosque was raised on its site and one Saiyid
Zafar was appointed imam for it. The Sikhs, however, did not
take this lying down. They protested against this high handedness and demolished the new structure, and the imam came to be
killed in the melee This exasperated the Emperor who dismissed
the local Qazi and the superintendent of police and ordered an
enquiry against them for negligence, [Ahkami-AIamgiri, 12-13.]
Guru Gobind Singh had succeeded his martyred father at
the age of nine. He spent his early youth in literary pursuits and
in preparing himself for the coming struggle against tyranny of the
powers that be. He not only trained his adherents in the art of
war, but also, to begin with, he inspired them with stirring pieces
from ancient Indian epics to be psychologically prepared to be up
and doing for the protection of the righteous and the elimination
of the evil-doers. This he tells us at the end of the Krislwavtar
-

chapter of his Bachittar Natak
rami, A.D. 1788, saying :
Dasam hatha

completed at Paonta in 1745 Bik-

Bhagaut

ki bhakha kari banae,

Avar basna nahi prabh dharni yudh ke chae
I have translated into vernacular the
Bhagavata

tenth story of the

w
for dharma.
Although at times the Guru helped the Hindu Hill Rajas
when they were harassed by tue Mughal officials
\
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jealous of his growing power and the increasing number of his
disciples who gathered in large numbers at the Guru's congregations. The Guru had no political ambitions nor any designs
against the Rajas' territories. He had fought a number of successful battles both against the Rajas and the imperial officials but had
in no case occupied an inch of their territories. . All his
battles were defensive fought either in his own defence or in
defence of the weak and helpless Rajas who approached
him for help. Torn by mutual dissensions, some of them
not unoften sought the help of the Mughal officials against their
rivals as well as against the Guru whom they wished to harass
out of his town of Anandpur in the Kahlur Raja s area. Out of
the various tactics they employed for the purpose, one was to
report occasionally to the Mughal officials and, through them, to
Emperor Aurang?eb that the Guru was gathering round him large
numbers of Sikhs with hostile intentions, The Emperor knew of
the resentment of the Sikhs against him for the execution of their
*

Guru Tegh Bahadur. This had been demonstrated in public by
a Sikh who had thrown a stone at him at Agra while he was
returning from a mosque. On receipt of a report, evidently from
Sirhind, of Sikh gatherings with Guru Gobind Singh, the successor
of Guru Nanak, the Emperor issued an order on November 20,
i

1693, that the Guru be admonished. Another admonition is
referred to in a report that, according to the news-letter of April 16,
1699, had been brought to the Emperor from the faujdar of
Sirhind, This evidently referred to the historic gathering called
for by the Guru at Anandpur on March 30, 1699, when he instituted the new baptismal ceremony for the Sikhs who were
thenceforward to be known as the Khtilsa of Wahiguru, God's
own, no longer to be the followers of Rama or Rahim, the Puran
or Quran, or Hinduism or Islam, but entirely cut off from all
previous classes and creeds.
The de-Hinduized and

de-Muslimized

followers of Guru

w

•
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Gobind Singh were m'sunderstood both by the Hill Rajas and the
Mughal officials who looked upon them as anti-Hindu and antiMuslim which, of course, they were not. It is true that they had
formed a new camp of their own, a third separate camp, but ii
was not in any way opposed or hostile to I heirs. In its beliefs,
the camp of Sikhism was a simple, uncompromising monotheism
like Islam which had taken its birth among the Judaic and
Christian people of Arabia but was independent of them. It was
very much near to monotheistic Islam than to the pagan and
polytheistic Hinduism. Both believed in the unity and uniqueness of God and both were the People of the Book. But the
madness of ruling power and political self-interest had blinded the
•

vision of the Mughal officials who readily allied themselves with
the priest-guided Rajas of the Shivalaks in their conspiracy to
dislodge the Guru from his headquarters and to shatter the
increasing strength of the Sikhs which appeared to them to be a
formidable challenge to their unbridled power. This was the
background of the concerted attack of the Rajas and the forces
of the faujdzr of Sirhind on Anandpur and of the struggle between
the Sikhs and the Mughals that followed in the years to come
with Sirhind as one of its important centres.
Anandpur Attacked
tie last Mughal campaign against Anandpur under Emperor
gzeb's order was led by Wazir Khan, the faujdar of Sirhind.
When the combined forces of the Mughals and of the Hill Rajas
failed to take the place by assault, they laid a close siege to it.
This continued for several months without any success. But it
Sikhs
There
were, however, no apparent signs of their surrender. The
imperialists then took to a strategy which they thought would
work better with the Gnru and his followers. -"They called a
Saiyid (or reputed descendant of Ali, the Prophet's son-in-law)
and a Brahman, both of whom were to swear [by the Holy

SIRHIND IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY

97

Quran and the sacred cow], on behalf of the allied armies, solemn
;

oaths of safe conduct for the Guru, should he vacate Anandpur.
All the Hindu chiefs put their seals to this letter."
The oaths of both the Mughals and the Hindus had no real
meanings for them. The Holy Quran forbids the violation cf
the oaths solemnly taken and so do the Hindu Shastras, but in
spite of making the holy Prophet a witness to their promise, the
imperialists went back upon their pledge and attacked the Guru's
followers during their retreat on the night of Poh 6—7, 1762, Bk.
December 5—6, 1705, and killed a number of them. The Guru
himself was surrounded and besieged at Chamkaur (December 8).
During the battle some of his closest associates and two elder
sons, Ajit Singh and Jujhar Singh aged 16 and 14 respectively,
were killed and he could escape from their clutches only under the
cover of darkness at night.
During the sudden attack by the combined forces of Wazir
Khan of Sirhind and his allies on the bank of the Sirsa rivulet,
the retreating Sikhs were scattered in different directions
and camel-loads of their property and manuscripts were sunk.
While the Guru had crossed the rivulet towards Chamkaur and
his wives had moved towards Delhi, his aged mother and younger
sons, Zorawar Singh and Fateh Singh, strayed away with no place
to go to. At this time they fell in with an old Brahman servant
named Gangu. He first took them to his village Saheri on the
Rupar-Morinda road and then betrayed them to the Pathan
officials of Morinda who, in turn, handed them over to Faujdar
Wazir Khan at Sirhind.
Guru's Sons Butchered to Death

.

:•

Wazir Khan had returned to Sirhind greatly frustrated at
the escape of Guru Gobind Singh from Chamkaur. With his
conscience deadened, he found in the young sons of the Guru an
easy target to satisfy his inner vengeful sell. They were only nine
and seven years old. But their tender ages failed t to move 'Wazir
-
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Khan's pitiless heart. And, as the tradition has it, on their
refusal to accept Islam, he ordered them to be bricked up alive.
But the trembling hands of the mason could not, evidently, raise
a firm structure which tumbled down as it rose above the
shoulders of the half-unconscious children struggling for breath.
They were removed to Tlwnda-Burj or cold tower nearby.
This was on the 11th of Poh, 1762 Bk., December 10, 1705.
But it was not the end of the dreadful story. The worst had yet
to come. On the 13th Poh, December 12, the boys were called
by the Nawab to the court again, and finding them firm and
persistent in their conviction, he ordered them to be put to death
in his very presence.
Hearing this order issued against the young boys, Nawab
Sher Muhammad Khan of Maler-kotla, who happened to be
present there, protested against the cold-blooded murder of the
innocent children. "The imperial officers did not pay heed to
the remonstrance", says Inayat Ali Khan in his history of Kotla
Afghans, and the professional executioners then dragged away
the boys, threw them on the ground, held them under their knees
and jagged their throats with the butcher's knives. Thus was written
the bloodiest chapter in the history of Sirhind which henceforth.
for some sixty years to come, became an important centre of
political activities in the Panjab.
Assassination of Guru Gobind Singh
On receipt of the news of the disturbed state of affairs in the
Panjab and the Sarkar of Sirhind, Emperor Aurangzeb wrote to
the Subeddrs of Shahjahanabad and Lahore to conciliate Guru
Gobind Singh and to arrange for his journey to the Deccan to
see him there. In response to the imperial summons, the Guru
wrote his well-known letter, the Zafarndnul, wherein he told His
Majesty that he had received the royal messages, both in writing
and verbally, but he could not trust and rely upon them as
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bakhshis and divans, who were generally the messengers of the
royal wishes, were all liars. Evidently the Guru in saying this
referred to the pledges made in the Emperor's name, and the
oaths taken in the name of Allah with the Holy Quran as witness
thereto, that had been broken by his officials unabashedly
And,
but for their perfidy he would not have been deprived of his home
and hearth and come to the sandy deserts of Bhatinda, He,
however, assured the Emoeror that he was willing to go to the
Deccan to see him there, if he received the royal farm an addressed
to him direct.
The letter referred to above was sent to the Emperor through
one of the Guru's most trusted associates, Bhai Daya Singh.
The Emperor favourably responded to the Guru's letter and sent
the desired far man to him through Muhammad Beg Gurz-barddr
and Shaikh Yar Muhammad Mansabdar who accompanied Bhai
Daya Singh back to the Panjab. In the meantime the Guru had
already left his camp at Damdama Sahib, Talwandi Sabo, in
*

Bhatinda area on Katik Sudi 5, 1763, October 30, 1706, for the
Deccan. He had waited for several months for the return of
Daya Singh and had received no news of the result of his mission
to the Emperor. He, therefore, decided to move towards the
Deccan. He was in the neighbourthood of Baghaur in Rajasthan
wnen Daya Singh returned from the Deccan and met him. And
soon came the news that Emperor Aurangzeb had died at
Ahmadnagar on the 28th of Zi-qada, 1118 al-Hijri, February 20,
1707. There was then no point in going further south. The
Guru, therefore, returned to the north. He was at Delhi when
the heir-apparent Prince Muazzam arrived there to defend his
primogenitary right to the throne against his usurping brother
Prince Az'im. In response to Muazzam's request for assistance,
the Guru not only deputed Kuldipak Singh as a liaison officer
with him but also helped him in the battle of Jajau on June 8,
1707, with a depatchment of Sikhs who joined the battle at a
i
crucial moment. With his victory, Prince Muazzam became
)

I
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the Emperor of India under the name of Bahadur Shah.
The greatful Emperor invited the Guru to his darkar at Agra
on July 23. 1707, and honoured him with a rich khilat and a
dhukhdhukhi worth sixty thousand rupees. This is mentioned in a
letter of the Guru addressed to the Sikh Sangat of Dhaul dated
Katik 1, 1764, October 2, 1 707, telling them that 'other matters'
were also being settled .that he was returning in a few days and
that all Khalsas, duly armed, should come to his presence on his
arrival in Kahlur, This was a precautionary measure against any
emergency that might arise.
The news of the Emperor's reconciliation with the Guru, the
Guru's intention to return to the Panjab and his call to the Sikhs
-

seem to have alarmed Faujdar Wazir Khan. He feared that the
main burden of the Guru's wrath on his return to Anandpur in
the Kahlur area would fall upon him. He, therefore, according to
i

the ( hatur-Jugi, deputed two of his trusted men to do away with
the Guru before he could return to the Panjab.
'i

The Guru had in the meantime moved southwards in connection with the 'other matters' to which the Emperor had not been
able to attend at Agra. He had soon afterwards to face two hardpressing problems which demanded his immediate and undivided
attention. They were the revolt of the Rajputs in Rajasthan and
the rebellion of his younger brother Kam Bakhsh in Hyderabad.
The Guru was at Nander in the Deccan on the left bank of the
Godavri where the Emperor was also then encamped, when the
assasins from Sirhind deputed by Wazir Khan stabbed him in the
stomach to put an end to his life. The Guru died of the wound on
the night of December 6-7,1708 (Katik Sudi 5, 1765 Bk.). This
was the second strong nail in the coffin of the tyrannical Mughal
rule in Panjab which was uprooted in less than two years thence
by the infuriated Khalsa under the command of Banda Singh
Bahadur.

1

I

I

Banda Singh Bahadur who wrested the control of Sirhind fr om
Mughnls in 1710

'

*
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Sirhind Conquerred by the Sikhs
Banda Singh Bahadur was formerly a Bairagi Sadhu, Madho
Dass by name, and had set up a monastry on the bank of the
Godavri at Nanded. The Guru had heard of him on his way to the
Deccan from Sadhu Jait Ram of Dadu-dwara at Naraina in. Rajasthan. He had been described as a sorcerer who revelled in
ridiculing his Sadhu visiters, evidently, to exhibit and advertise
the superiority of his order. In spite of the warning of Jait Ram,
Guru Gobind Singh visited his hermitage on September 3, 1708,
the sun-eclipse day, which the Hindus consider sacred. Madho
Dass received the information of the arrival of the Guru at his
place when he was busy bathing in the river. He rushed back to
the hermitage to play his usual sorcerous tricks upon his visitor.
But the Guru turned out to be too strong for his witcheries. This
the Bairagi realised at once. His was verily the case of one who
m

k

'came, who saw and was conquerred.' Finding the Guru superior,
far superior, to himself, he submitted to him in all humility and
accepted him as his Master. The erstwhile proud Bairagi declared
that he was but a banda, a salve, of the Master. The Master on
his part at once caught the psychological moment, baptized him
into the order of the Khalsa with the new name of Banda Singh,
and transformed his life from that of an innert and ascetic mendicant into that of a warrior devoted to the cause of the liberation
of his people from under the oppressive yoke of Mughal tyranny
in his part of the country. And in this he was eminently successful.
Banda Singh was an inexhaustible spring of energy and emotion—
men of emotion alone take to Sadhuism. But they were being
wasted away in rusting asceticism. They only needed to be channelised into fruitful activity, This is what Guru Gobind Singh did.
The flame of liberty, equality and social justice set ablaze by the
Guru and taken up by Banda Singh, though smothered at times,
could not be extinguished. In less than sixty years after the coldblooded murder of the innocent young children of Guru Gobind

I
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Singh, the greatest empire of the world, as the Mughal empire
then was, was razed to the ground in January 1764 at Sirhind in
the Panjab, never to rise again. And in the following year 1765,
the whole of the Panjab was freed.
Bubbling with the enthusiasm of a new convert, and with blood
boiling at hearing the dreadful story of how the Master's young
sons had been butchered to death at Sirhind under the order of
Nawab Wazir Khan, and knowing at first hand how the Guru
himself had been treacherously stabbed by assasins from the
accursed city of Sirhind, Banda Singh rushed to the Panjab to
shatter to pieces the engines of political tyranny and inhuman
cruelty operating there. The infuriated Sikhs waiting only for a
call for action flocked to him in large numbers and in about six
months, beginning with November 1709, swept away most of the
Mughal officials from cis-Sutlej territories. Hearing of the rising
of the Sikhs in the area, Wazir Khan appealed to the Emperor for
help. The Diwan of Lahore also wrote to him. The Emperor then
issued instructions to the Faujdars of the neighbourhood to help
Wazir Khan with their forces.
The battle for Sirhind was fought near Chappar-Chiri on May
12, 1710. While the imperialists were equipped with all the
munitions of war, including guns, the Sikhs had hardly enough
horses for their volunteers who had only swords and lances to
fight with. But they had on their side the invincible zeal of
crusaders to inspire them.
And that won the day for them.
When Wazir Khan found that the battle was being lost, he rushed
forward and struck the commander Baj Singh with a lance. Baj
Singh snatched the lance from the Khan's hand and wounded his
horse with it. Wazir Khan then shot an arrow at Baj Singh, wounded him in the arm and rushed forward with his sword to cut him
down. At this stage Sardar Fateh Singh, who was nearby, pounced
Wazir
tan and dealt so severe a blow of his sword at him
that it cut him in two from shoulder to waist and hurled him dead
on the ground. The death of Wazir Khan gave the Sikhs a decisive
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victory. And they occupied Sirhind on May 14. Soon afterwards
they became masters of the whole cis-Sutlej territory.
For the administration of the conquerred territories Banda
Singh appointed Baj Singh as the governor of Sirhind, Fateh Singh
as the Faujdar of Samana, and Ram Singh, brother of Baj Singh,
as that of Thanesar, with Binod Singh as his deputy.
According to the Dastur-ul-Insha of Yar Muhammad Qalandar,'the authority of the sect (of the Sikhs) extended to such an
extent [in June 1710] that many Hindus and Muhammadans
finding no alternative to submission and obedience, adopted their
*

faith and rituals. Their chief (Banda Singh) captivated the hearts
of all towards his inclinations and addressed all Hindus or
Muhammadans, who came to him, by the title of Singh. Accordingly Dindar Khan, an influential official of the neighbourhood,
was named Dindar Singh, and Mir Nasir-ud-Din, the nevvswriter
of Sirhind, became Mir Nasir Singh. In the same way, a large
number of Muhammadans abandoned Islam and followed the
path of Sikhism and took solemn oaths and firm pledges to stand
by him." [Dastur-ul-Inshd, 6a; Ruqdt-i-Amln-ud-Dauldh, Ruqd
No. 3]
The First Sikh Coin
/

As sirhind was on the highway from the imperial capital at
Delhi to the provincial capital of the Panjab at Lahore, Banda
Singh moved his headquarters to the fort of Mukhlisgarh which
virtually became the capital of the new Raj. From here he issued
the first Sikh c6in with the following inscription :
Sikkd zad bar har do dlam Tegh-i-Ndnak wdhib ast
Fateh Gobind Singh Shdh-i-shdhdn fazl-Usaccha Sahib ast
Coin struck in the two worlds by the Grace of the True Lord.
Victory to Gobind Singh, the King of kings, the sword of
Nanak is the granter of desires.
On the reverse were the words :
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Zarh ba aman-u-dahar musawwarat shahr zinat-u-takht
mubarik bakht
Coined at the Model City, the Refuge of the world, the ornament of the fortunate throne.
Banda Singh also introduced an official seal for government
orders and letters patent. It bore the inscription :
Degh-o-tegh-ofateh-o-misrat be diratig
Ydft az Nanak Guru Gobind Singh
Kettle (symbol of service of the poor), Sword (symbol of
power to protect the weak and the helpless), Victory and
Unhesitating patronage have been obtained from Guru
Nanak-Gobind Singh.
Royal Order for a General Massacre
The loss of the sarkar of Sirhind and of other territories in the
Panjab and the establishment of a new independent raj in the
country was a shocking news for the Emperor. He was then in
Rajasthan on his way back from the Deccan. He immediately
ordered the mobilization of all available forces and rushed to the
Panjab. With the overwhelming numbers that he mustered under
his command, he was able to dislodge the Sikhs from the positions
they had occupied and recapture the lost places including Sirhind.
So ruthless did he become in his determination to extirpate the
Sikh people that on December 10,1710, he issued a royal edict to
all the faujdars of Shahjahanabad (Delhi) and its neighbourhood
to put to the sword the worshippers of Nanak—the Sikhs —
wherever found, This order of an indiscriminate general massacre,
however, failed to cow them down. For a time they were
disorganised and had to go underground into the hilly areas of
the Shivalaks and the far-flung rural areas of the Jullundur and
Bari doabs. But this not only carried their movement of liberation
to the masses but also won for them the sympathy of the people
at large for whose deliverance from political oppression and
economic exploitation they were suffering at the hands of the
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Mughal government. This was a cause common to all people, of
all classes and creeds, workers and peasants, Sikhs, Hindus and
Muslims. The Sikhs had initiated and were leading the movement.
In spite of all the anti-Sikh propaganda of the narrow-minded
fanatics, quite a large number of Muslims, who had first-hand
knowledge of the movement and its leaders, understood its real
secular nature and allied themselves with the Sikhs. The royal
news-writer informed the Emperor on April 28, 1711, that Banda
Singh had been encamped in the town of Kalanaur up to April 26
and had declared that he was in no way opposed to the Muslims
and that they had the fullest liberty to recite their sermons and
prayers—khutbd-o-namdz. This speaks volumes for the liberality of
the Sikh leader and the non-religious character of his movement.
The result of this was, the report continued, that as many as five
thousand Muslims had joined the Sikh army.
Executions at Delhi

But the Mughal Empire was yet too strong for the rising
power of the Sikhs who had neither enough men nor munitions
of war to stand against it for long. After the death of Emperor
Bahadur Shah, at Lahore on February 17-18, 1712, the usual
struggle brought to the throne Jehandar Shah who reigned for
less than a year and was followed by Farrukh Siyar (1713-19).
The Sikh struggle during the years 1713-15 was very grim indeed
and it ended in its temporary suppression and the ghastly execution
•

of Banda Singh and over eight hundred of his companions in
March-June 1716. It is recorded to their credit by the ambassadors
of the East India Company, John Surmon and Edward Stephens,
who were then present in Delhi, in their despatch of March 10,
1716, that "It is not a little remarkable with what patience they
undergo their fate and to the last it has not been found that one
has apostatised from the new formed religion". [Wheeler, Early
Records of British India, p. 180.]
The fate reserved for Banda Singh is too excruciating to be
0
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described. On June 9, 1716, he was taken in chains to the shrine
of Khwaja Qutab-ud-Din Bakhtiyar Kaki, outside the city. There
he was asked to kill his own four years old child, and, when he
refused, the child was hacked to pieces joint by joint and his
quivering heart was thrust into Banda Singh's mouth. But he
stood unmoved like a statue, completely resigned to the Will
of God.
At this time Itnuid-ud-Daula Muhammad Amin Khan, a trusted
counsellor of the Emperor, surprised at the nobleness of the Sikh
chief's features, said : "It is surprising that one who shows so
much acuteness in his countenance and has displayed so much
nobility in his conduct, should have been guilty of such horrors. '
By horrors, he evidently meant the bloodshed in battles fought in
opposition to the Government. With the greatest comosure Banda
Singh replied: "I will tell you. Whenever men become so corrupt and
wicked as to relinquish the path of equity and abandon themselves
to all kinds of excesses, then Providence never fails to raise up a
scourge like me to chastise a race become so depraved; but when
-

the measure of punishment has been filled, then he raises up
such men as you to bring him to punishment." [Briggs, Siyar-ulMutakherTn, 79-80; Raymond, i.91; Persian text, 400.] This
explains what he believed his mission to be and his stoic acceptance
of the result of any excess that might have come to be committed
in the execution of his mission of deliverance of his people from
the squeezing clutches of the Mughal officials.
Then came the tragic end of his life. First of all his right
eye was removed with the point of a butcher's knife and then his
left. His left foot was cut off next and then his two hands were
severed from his body. His flesh was then torn with red-hot
pincers and finally he was decapitated and hacked to pieces limb
by limb. Banda Singh remained calm and serene amidst these
tortures and died with unshaken constancy, 'glorying*, says
k
Elphinstone, in having been raised up by God to be scourge to

*
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the inequities and oppressions of the age.' The other twenty-six
Sikh leaders also shared the same fate and were put to the sword.
Thus ended another important chapter of the history of Sirhind
and of the Sikh movement for the freedom of the Panjab.
Nadir Shah's Prophecy

The next thirty-two years, 1716-47, were practically uneventful
for Sirhind except that Nadir Shah of Persia, during his invasion
of India in 1739, established here in the third week of February a
temporary base depot for his historic battle with the Mughals at
Karnal on February 24. It was from Sirhind that the great Persian conqueror on his way back from Delhi took to the northerly
direction of the hills to avoid the heat of the Panjab plains. This,
however, turned out to be unfavourable to him. Driven away by
the governor Zakariva Khan from their homes and hearths
in the plains, the Sikhs had then taken shelter in the Shivalak
hills. Nadir Shah's long
and richly-laden baggage train
proved an Irresistible bait for them. On several occasions they
attacked the Persian camps and relieved Nadir Shah of much of his
Indian booty. Astonished at this, Nadir Shah enquired of
Zakariya Khan at Lahore about the whereabouts of the people
who had dared to rob the conqueror of Delhi. "Their homes are
their saddles", was the governor's reply. "Take care then," Nadir
Shah warned him, "the day is not distant when these rebels will
take possession of thy country." This remark cut Zakariya to the
quick and he renewed his all-out campaign for the extermination
of the Sikhs which continued with all its ruthlessness for fourteen
years to come during the governorship of his sons Yahiya and
Shah Nawaz (1745-48) and of Mir Mannu (1748-53).
Ali M u h a m m a d K h a n Ruhila

In 1745 (1802 Bikrami) Ali Muhammad Khan Ruhila was
appointed the Faujdar of Sirhind to re-establish the Mughal authority negatived by a number of Sikhs and other chiefs of the area.
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When
Sirhind, he detained Ala
Singh Phul-ka (later of Patiala), evidently to frighten them into
submission, and sacked his headquarters at Barnala. He then
turned his attention to Raipur and Rai Kot and destroyed their
forts, looted their property, and carried a number of prisoners
who were confined either at Sunam or Sirhind. In J747 Ala Singh
was able to secure his release from the Sunam fort through the
efforts of Karma Singh Semeka and Nanu Singh Saini.
*

The Durrani Invasions
The news of the invasion of Ahmad Shah Durrani unnerved
Ali Muhammad Khan who deserted his place and fled to Aonla,
his native town. The Mughal army under Prince Ahmad and
Prime Minister Qamar-ud-Din arrived at Sirhind on February 25,
1748, and moved on towards Machhiwara to meet the invader on
the bank of the Sutiej. The Shah, however, crossed the river at
Ludhiana on March 1 and made straight for Sirhind, which he
occupied on the next day. The Mughal army turned back and
met the Durranis near the village of Manupur some five kos from
Sirhind. A fierce battle was fought on March 11 and the Mughal
Prime Minister was killed. His son Mir Muin-ul-Mulk, popularly
known as Mir Mannu, then took the command and was able to
repulse the Durranis on March 13.
i

It may be said to the credit of Sardar Ala Singh Phul-ka and
Rai Kalha of Rai Kot that in spite of their sufferings at the
hands of the Sirhind faujdar, Ali Muhammad Khan, not long
ago, both of them allied themselves with the Mughal Prime M
ter against the foreign invader.
*

The next two invasions of Ahmad Shah (1748-49, 1751-52)
kept him busy to the north of the river Sutiej. It was during the
fourth invasion that his advance army occupied Sirhind in the
first week of January 1757, followed by the Shah himself who
inarched upon the imperial capital and humbled the Mughal
i
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Emperor Alamgir II. During his return journey in the month
of April, while the Shah's van under Prince Taimur and Jahan
Khan was on its way to Lahore with the booty of the campaign,
Ala Sineh of Patiala and some other Sikh Sardars collected at
Sirhind attacked the prince and carried away his treasury. Such
was the terror created by the success of the Sikhs that the Durranis
sought safety in their hasty return to Lahore. Thus was the
Malwa area to the south of the Sutlej saved from devastation by
the Afghan invader.
The next important faujdar of Sirhind Siddiq Beg also came
in conflict with Ala Singh. His diwan Lachhmi Narayan had some
differences with him. With a view to escaping his wrath, the
Diwan sought shelter with Sardar Gurbakhsh Singh Kaleka at
Sanaur in the territory of Patiala. On the refusal of the Sardar
to surrender the diwan, Siddiq Beg rushed upon Sanaur. But the
Sardar moved to Patiala from where Ala Singh took Lachhmi
Narayan to the much stronger fort of Dhodeh. Here Siddiq Beg
found himself in an unfavourable position and retreated to Sirhind.
Siddiq Beg was succeeded by Abdus-Samad Khan Muhammadzei on behalf of Ahmad Shah Durrani while Prince Taimur
acted as his viceroy at Lahore. To establish himself firmly, the
Prince tried to curb the power of Adina Beg Khan in the
Jullundur Doab. Adina Beg, on his part, sought the help of the
Dal Khalsa, led by Sardar Jassa Singh Ahluwalia, and invited the
Marathas under Raghunath Rao to the Panjab. The joint forces
of the Sikhs and the Marathas captured the fort of Sirhind on
March 21, 1758, and subjected it to a wholesale plunder. Abdus•

1

Samad Khan and his deputy Jangbaz Khan tried to fly away but
they were overtaken and made prisoners. The victors then rushed
to Lahore. But Prince Taimur and his military adviser Jahan
Khan, however, left the city and slipped away on April 18, a day
before the arrival of the Sikh and Maratha armies.
•

'
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Adina Beg Khan was appointed the governor of Lahore with

'
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Khwaja Mirza Jan Khan as his deputy. This done, the Maratha
leader left Lahore on May 10, 1758, leaving a couple of detachments behind. Adina Beg, however, was not destined to enjoy
the governorship for more than four months and died on September 15, 1758.
The Battle of Panipat
Infuriated at the action of the Sikhs and the Marathas in
driving out his son and viceroy from Lahore in April 1758 and at
the defeat of his general Jahan Khan at their hands in AugustSeptember 1759, Ahmad Shah invaded India for the fifth time
in October 1759. The Marathas could offer him no effective
resistance, nor could the Sikhs hold him back. Occupying Lahore
and appointing Karimdad as its governor, the Shah moved towards
Delhi. He defeated the Marathas at Taraori and Barari ghat in
the last week of December. The whole of the year 1760 was
spent in his campaigns against the Jats and the Marathas and in
negotiations with Nawab Shuja-ud-Daula and others. Ultimately
the Shah defeated the Marathas in the historic battle of Panipat
on January 14, 1761, concluded peace with them and confirmed
Shah Alam II as the Emperor of India. Zain Khan was then
appointed the governor of Sirhind and Sardar Ala Singh of Patiala
was recognised, by a rescript of March 29, 1761, as the ruler of
the territories held by him. This done, the Shah returned to
Afghanistan in April.
»

*

The Great Holocaust
But he did not forget the part played by the Sikhs in turning
Prince Taimur out of the Panjab in 1758 and in harassing his
agents in the country. They had also occasionally attacked hi^
own armies on their march to Delhi and on their way back to
Afghanistan. One of their leading Sardars, Ala Singh of Patiala.
had helped the Marathas with food and fodder at Panipat. He.
therefore, directed his sixth invasion exclusively against them and
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inflicted a very heavy loss on them on February 5, 1762, near the
villages of Kup and Rahira. The Sikhs were then moving out
their families from the Lakhi Jungle area to places of safety in
the Kiratpur and Anandpur Shivalak hills to be able to meet the
*

Durranis unencumbered. But the Shah suddenly fell upon them
with the help of Zain Khan and the Afghans of Malerkotla and
massacred some twenty thousand of them, mostly old men, women
and children. So great was this loss of life in a single day that it
is remembered by them to this day as Wadcia Ghalit-ghara or the
Great Holocaust.
Instigated by Zain Khan of Sirhind and his diwan Lachhmi
Narayan and Bhikan Khan of Malerkotla, the Shah ordered the
Sikh fort and town of Barnala, belonging to Ala Singh, to be
stormed and sacked and its neighbourhood laid waste. The chief,
however, escaped his wrath by payment of six lakh and twenty
five thousand rupees.
t

On his way back to Lahore Ahmad Shah stopped at Amritsar
on April 10, 1762, a day before the Baisakhi festival, and ordered
the Sikh shrine, Har-Mandir, now known as the Golden Temple,
to be blown up with gun-powder, its allied bungdhs or buildings
to be razed to the ground and the sacred tank to be desecrated
with the blood and bones of men and cows and filled up with
rubbish and debris of the demolished edifices. While the temple
was being blown up, a flying brick-and-lime piece hit the Shah
on the nose and wounded him. As he was suffering from diabetes, the wound in the course of years affected the upper part
of his nose and nasopharynx and became the cause of his miserable
death in 1772.
The great holocaust, however, failed to make any depressing
effect upon the Sikhs. Within three months, while the Shah was
still at Lahore, they were up in arms against Zain Khan of Sirhind
and inflicted a defeat upon him in Baisakh Shaka 1684, April-May.
1762. Taken by surprise and defeated in a sharp battle, Zain
Khan agreed to pay them a heavy tribute of fifty thousand rupees
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and made peace with them. But they had hardly gone about ten
to twelve kos from Sirhind, when, instigated by Lachhmi Narayan,
Zain Khan fell upon them and looted their baggage. The main
Sikh army then turned about, attacked Zain Khan and the
Diwan, drove them to a pitched battle at Harnaulgarh, 15 to from
Sirhind, and plundered their epuipage and property.
Ahmed Shah on his part, made several unsuccessful attempts
to suppress the Sikhs on the north of the Sutlej and Beas and
returned to Afghanistan in December 1762.,
No sooner had the Shah left the Panjab than the Sikh Sardars
issued forth from their strongholds in the country and spread
themselves in all directions. Ahmed Shah sent his general Jahan
Khan in November 1763 to suppress them, but he was surprised
and worsted by Sardar Charhat Singh Sukkarchakkia and Bhangi
Sardars on his way to Sialkot. Jahan Khan's horse was killed
under him and he had to fly for his life.
Within a few weeks of this success againts the Durrani
general, Sardar Jassa Singh Ahluwalia crossed the Sutlej with
the Dal Khalsa, the grand army of the Sikhs, and beseiged in
-

f

December 1763 Bhikhan Khan in his fort of Malerkotla for his
part in the Ghalu-ghdra. The Khan came out to meet them. But he
was overpowered by the Sikhs and killed in battle.
M
miles northeast of Sirhind and punished the descendants of Jani Khan and
M
the young sons of Guru Gob
*

Singh and handed them over to Wazir Khan of Sirhind to be
butchered to death there in December 1705.
Conquest of Sirhind by the Sikhs
Then came the turn of Sirhind itself. The place was doubly
accursed—for the cold-blooded murder by Wazir Khan of the
young sons of the Guru, aged seven and nine, as well as for the
great carnage of February 5, wherein Zain Khan had played a
leading part in guiding the Durranis against the Sikhs. The
f

•

•
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Sardar Jassa Singh Ahluwalia
(Hero of the Battle of Sirhind, 1764)
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Sardars of the Dal Khalsa were only looking for an opportunity
to wipe out this stronghold of foreign aggression in their land and
to free it for its rightful sons. The combined forces of the Dal
under Sardar Jassa Singh Ahluwalia marched upon Sirhind in the
second week of January 1764. Zain Khan was then out on his
village-plundering and revenue-collecting expedition. He was
surrounded near the village of Manhera, about seven miles to the
east of Sirhind, on the morning of January 14 and was killed in
battle. This was the third anniversary of the third historic battle
of Panipat wherein Ahmad Shah Durrani had defeated the
Marathas under Sadashiv Bhau.
To fulfil a prophecy ascribed to Guru Gobind Singh that the
town of Sirhind would some day be ploughed up with donkeys and
that its ruins would be spread from the river Sutlej to the Jamuna,
a number of donkeys were sent for and Sardar Jassa Singh and
other leading Sardars furrowed up the soil in a few places with
donkeys yoked to ploughs. Most of the official buildings were
razed to the ground and levelled with the earth. The second part
of the prophecy came to be 'literally fulfilled in the construction
|

of the line of railway from the Jamuna
ballasted with bricks from this spot'.
present day think it a meritorious act to
the ruins of Sirhind and drop it in one of

to the Sutlej which was
Many Sikhs up to the
take away a brick from
the rivers.

Most of the booty that fell into the hands of the Sikhs was
given away in donation for the repairs and reconstruction of the
Hari-Mandir—the Darbar Sahib —of Amritsar which had been
desecrated and destroyed by Ahmad Shah Durrani in April 1762.
To Sardar Jassa Singh, the need of the Darbar Sahib was greater
than the personal gain of a few individuals. Ke, therefore, spread
a sheet on the ground in an assemblage of the Khalsa and laid
down thereon the entire amount of nine lakhs that had fallen to
his share. This sheet was known as Guru ki Chadar. Over five
lakhs was contributed by other Sardars and the whole amount
was made over to-Bhai Des Raj— a descendant of Bhai Bidhi
Chand—to be spent at Amritsar.
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At the storming ofr Sirhind, the Patiala contingent captured
a brass gun (called Kare Khan from the two kards or rings on the
sides) and dragged it in triumph to Patiala. It was this gun that
was taken to Lahore by Maharaja Ranjit Singh in 1807. It fell
into the hands of the British at the end of the iirst Anglo-Sikh war
and was later restored by them to Patiala.
With the victory of Sirhind, not only the town and its neighbourhood fell into the hands of the Sikhs, but the entire Sarkdr
of Sirhind, about 220 miles in length and 160 miles in width,
extending from the Sutlej in the north to the districts of Karnal
and Rohtak in the south, and from the boundary of the Bahawalpur State on the west to the river Jamuna in the east, was freed
from Afghan occupation. And above everything else, the Khalsa
became supreme in this part of the country and was enthused
with encouragement for the freedom of northern Panjab in the
following year when the capital of Lahore was occupied by them
in the third week of April 1765.
I

-

While the Sikh Sardars hastily parcelled out the country among
themselves, no one was willing to accept the city of Sirhind on
account of its 'evil' associations. It was, therefore, left to the
leading citizens to choose their own master. They decided in
favour of Bhai Buddha Singh, a descendant of Bhai Bhagtu. The
choice was indeed a happy one and the Sardars assigned the city
to the Bhai with a religious prayer. He, however, transferred its
possession six months later to Ala Singh of Patiala on August 2,
1764 (Sawan 22, 1821 Bk.) for a sum of twenty-five thousand
rupees. This decided the fate of this historic city for all time to
come and it became a part of the state of Patiala.
-

Ahmad Shah Durrani made two unsuccessful efforts in
November-December 1764 and in November 1767 to re-establish
his power in the country and they resulted only in his formal
recognition of the Patiala Chiefs, Ala Singh and his grandson
Maharaja Amar Singh, and in leaving them in undisturbed
possesion of their territories including Sirhind.
Ganda Singh

\
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SIRHIND UNDER PATIALA ADMINISTRATION
1

The comparison of Nasir Ali's account of Sirhind during the
days of the Great Mughals with the census account of Sirhind,
1881, reveals the tremendous all-round fall which the city of
Sirhind had suffered during the intervening period. The Sirhind of
Nasir Ali's time was a great centre of trade, industry, culture and
administration and spread over an area of 3 kos. As against this,
the Sirhind of the year 1881 was no more than a mere skeleton of
it with a population of 5401, bereft of all its old glory and
reputation.
•

/

What was all this due to ? The question may be answered by
mentioning a few factors which appear to be responsible for the
decline of the city. Among them the Sikh attitude towards Sirhind
comes on top. From the moment their Great Master, Guru
Gobind Singh's sons were brutally done to death by the Faujdar of
Sirhind, the entire community became bitterly biased against
the place and regarded it as an accursed city. In 54 years from
1710 to 1764, it was thrice looted and plundered by the Sikhs.
Banda Bahadur's sack of Sirhind (1710), though extremely terrible
by all accounts, was nothing as compared with the Dal Khalsa's
treatment of the place in 1764. Not only that. Since it now passed
permanently under Sikh rule, all chances of its staging a come-back,
as had happened after the sack of 1710, were eliminated. The deeprooted prejudice of the new rulers continued unabated and their
only interest in it was to further, as much as possible, the process
of its devastation. The administrative offices located at Sirhind were
immediately shifted to the neighbouring town of Bassi Pathanan
and the district of Sirhind was renamed as Amargarh Nizamat.
-

Commenting on the Sikh attitude towards the city of Sirhind,
•

i

-

!

•
•

1. For details see Appendix at pp. 44-47.
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David Ross writes : "When the Sikhs became masters of the country from the Sutlej to the Jumuna, they totally destroyed the city,
and their decendants still think it a meritorious act to take away
a brick from the ruins and drop it into one of those rivers. It was
prophesied that the ruins of Sirhind should be spread from the
Jamuna to the Sutlej. This has been literally fulfilled in the construction of the line of railway from the Jamuna to the Sutlej, which
2
was ballasted with bricks from this spot."
Another important factor leading to the decline of the city
was the dispersal of its population soon after its occupation by the
Sikhs in 1763. Almost immediately after becoming the master of
Sirhind, Baba Ala Singh formulated the plan of founding the city
of Patiala. The proceeds of custom duties levied at Sirhind enabled
him to construct a fort at the new place, called Qila Mubarik,
while the migration of the bulk of the non-Muslim population of
Sirhind rendered it possible for him to populate the new city. The
author of Tarikh-i-Patiala, Khalifa Sayed Muhammad Hussan
Khan, is very explicit on this matter : *'Sirhind and its neighbouring territory and royal artillery etc. came into the possession of the
Maharaja (Baba Ala Singh) and he laid the foundation of the
pucca fort of Patiala in Magh Sudi 1840 BK., corresponding to
A.D. 1763, and with the income of the transit duties of Sirhind
started the construction of the fort and the city of Patiala. Since
the Sikhs had a special enmity towards Sirhind and since being
situated on the route from Delhi to Kabul, it had been subjected
to pillage thrice, the inhabitants of that place left their homes and
settled down at Patiala. And for this reason the city (Patiala) soon
3
began to hum with population." This story is confirmed in the
official account of the Patiala State incorporated in the memorial
volume brought out on the occasion of the Coronation Durbar of
1911. It mentions : "Since they (Sikhs) did not want to develop
_

2.
3.

David Ross, The land of the Five Rivers and Sindh—Sketches Historical ami
Descriptive (London 1883), p. 228.
Khalifa Sayed Muhammad Hussan Khan, Tarikh-i-Patiala
(Amritsar
1878), p. 61.

Baba Ala Singh
(First Sikh Ruler of Sirhind)
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Sirhind for the reason that here Guru Gobind Singh's two sons
had been killed, they shifted the people of this place and setttled
4
them in Patiala. Here a strong fort was also built."
It also seems that a large part of the Muslim population of
Sirhind migrated to the neighbouring Muhammadan settlement
called Basti Malik Haider Khan Umarzai. This settlement was
founded by the Pathan Malik in 1540 during the time of Sher Shah
5
Suri, but as Sirhind expanded and came to cover an extensive
area under the great Mughals, the Basti almost became an outer
suburb of that city. But after its sack of 1764 Sirhind was greatly
shrunk in size and what was formerly a suburb only, came to
possess much larger population than the city of Sirhind itself.
According to the Census of 1881, the population of Bassi Pathanan,
the present name of the Basti, was more than twice as much as
6
that of Sirhind—-12896 as against 5401. Obviously, this increase
of population was made possible by the migration of people from
Sirhind. The location of the district headquarters at Bassi gave
it a further boost. A significant feature of this migration of
people was that some of the sacred Muslim relics were also shifted
to the new place. Noteworthy among them was Mu-i-Mubarik
(Prophet's hair) about which it is said that earlier it used to be
at Sirhind. From the great veneration in which such sacred relics
are held by the Muslims, the magnitude of the loss suffered by
Sirhind on account of change of their location may well be
imagined.
Still another important cause of the decline of Sirhind is the
decay of indigenous industry of India during the nineteenth
century. The commercial and industrial position of the city, on
which there is so much emphasis in the chronicle of Nasiri Sirhindi,
could not be maintained in the teeth of cut-throat competition
4.
5.
6.

Din

Muhammad

Ghaffrulla,

Ya<lgar-i-Durbar-i-Tajposhi,

( L o n d o n 1915), p . 226
Punjab District Census Hand-book
Government, 1966). p. 11.
See Census Report of 1881.

No.

1911, part II

18 — Patiala District

(Punjab

I 18

SIRHIND

from the cheaper machine-made goods imported from Great
Britain. In this respect Sirhind was not alone to suffer. The fate
of all Indian towns and cities was adversely affected, and the
trend of depopulation during this period holds good of all urban
areas except where compensating local factors intervened.
As the nineteenth century advanced, a few important measures
were undertaken which placed the city of Sirhind in an advantageous position of some consideration. Maharaja Karam Singh of
Patiala (1813-1845) donated several villages to the Gurdwara
Fatehgarh Sahib and built a new memorial gurdwara at the site
where Mata Gujri and the two Sahibzadas, Zorawar Singh and
Fateh Singh, were cremated. As a result of these measures, Sirhind
acquired a more attracti\e aspect as the place of pilgrimage for the
Sikhs. Soon after the annexation of the Punjab in 1849 the
British thought of metalling the Grand Trunk Road passing
i

through Sirhind. The task between Karnal and Ludhiana was
the last to be accomplished. "The line had been planned and
surveyed in 1848, postponed on account of the Second Sikh War
and again taken up in a rather desultory fashion in October 1849.
Little progress was, however, made in the next few years and
this caused great delays to the mail. In some parts only horses
7
and runners were used, carts not being able to pass through."
The main difficulties that held up the progress were lack of funds
8
and "natural difficulties of the route." There was another problem
also which had to be solved before taking up the work. In 1852
Captain Laughton (Officiating Superintendent, Grand Trunk Road)
had proposed the construction of a new route through the
Maharaja (of PatialaVs territory on grounds of economy and
expediency. It was more economical, he had argued, to construct
a new road than fill in the deep and dangerous trenches at the
side of the old line. The Maharaja wanted the new line to follow
7.

8-

K. M. Sarkar, Grand Trunk Road in the Punjab (Patiala 1971), pp. 27, 28—
Report of the Commissioner and Superintendent of Cis-Sutlej States to
Secretary, Board of Administration (1851).
Ibid.
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the old line as he had spent large sums of money in erecting sarais
and police stations along the old route, or it should at least pass
through or near Sirhind. The Governor-General ultimately accepted the view-point of the Maharaja. It should, however, be
remembered that the State of Patiala was exempted from contributing to the expenses of the undertaking, nor was it to have any
9
voice in the construction of the road.
The road between Ludhiana and Ambala was completed
i i
effici
May 1856.. The
and opened for tram*
metalled, embanked and bridged except the Bomgna stream, the
valley of Rajpura and the old or lesser Ghaggar stream which
"10
were tmporarily provided for by strong wooden bridges.
•

t

An equally important measure was the opening of the DelhiLahore railway line passing through Sirhind. The section
between Ambala cantonment and Ludhina was completed and
11
opened for public traffic on 1st October 1969. It is interesting to
1
note that the mortar used in the work consisted of surklii '- manufactured from the bricks of the ruined walls and palaces of
Sirhind."
Mention may also be made here of the Sirhind
because of the association of its name with Sirhind,
because it passed through the area of the Sirhind or
Nizamai, but for the reason that when it was under

canal not
not even
Amargarh
the active
*

consideration of the British Government, Maharaja Narinder
Sing of Patiala seriously suggested that one branch of the Sirhind
9.

Ibid., p. 29.

10.

Ibid., p. 28. Also see Selections from ihe Records of the Goverrment of
India (Foreign Department), No. XVIII Central Report on the Ad nunistration of the Punjab Territories from 1854-55 to 1855-56 inclusive of
1858, Lahore.

11.

Report on the Administartion of the Punjab and its Dependencies for
the year 1869-70 (Lahore 1870).
12V Punjab Provincial Volume, 1888-1889, p . 244. How bricks from the ruins'
of Sirhind were used in the construction of this line is clearly brought
out by David Ross. See foot note no. 2-
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canal should come to the city of Sirhind.
This suggestion,
however, was not accepted on occount of practical difficulties
that had to be encountered in such a case. Although the general
plan of the canal had been prepared much earlier, work on the
canal, in right earnest was only begun during the period of
Maharaja Mahender Singh (1862-1876). The task was completed
I

in 1882 when the canal was inaugurated by Lord Ripon,
14
Governor-General of India.
It has not been possible to go into the impact of all these
measures on the city of Sirhind. But they are all positive factors
and must have had a salubrious effect, but for the time being they
appear to have proved too weak for the negative factors such as
the deep-rooted prejudice of the Sikhs against the place.
Probably, it was owing to the above mentioned steps of the
British Government that the population of Sirhind showed a
slight improvement in the twenty years between 1881 and 1901.
The population rose from 5401 in 1881 to 5415 in 1901. The
increase, 214 only, is, however, too small to be of much help to
us in drawing any definite conclusions.
From 1901 onwards, for a period of about thirty years or so,
the population of Sirhind fell below the figure of five thousand,
being the lowest (3843) in 1911. The census figures for 1921 and
1931 were 4064 and 4103 respectively. Several reasons have been
advanced to explain this peculiar phenomenon but the most
15
important of them all is considered to be the terrific plague
which took a heavy toll of life in the region. It first appeared in
Hedon, a village near the Sutlej, in the Amargarh Nizamat, in 1899.
It did not, however, spread and the State was free from the
epidemic until March 1900 when a fresh outbreak occurred at
13.

Khalifa Sayed Muhammad Hussan Khan, Tarikh-i-Patiala
1878), p. 693.
14. Din Muhammad Ghaffrulla, op .cit., p. 232.
15. Patiala State Census Report of 1911, Part 1, p. 13.
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Khamanon in the same Kizamat. In 1899-1900 there were 26
cases and nine deaths and in the following year 166 cases and 98
deaths. After that there was a tremendous rise in the figures. The
year 1902 was the most unhealthy year when the number of registered deaths for Patiala State was about 64094 of which 55481
16
were due to plague or fever. From then onward the number of
cases greatly decreased, but the effects of plague continued for
several years.
Other causes which are mentioned to explain the steep fall in
the population of Sirhind after 1901 are comparatively of less
significance. Among them are included such factors as fall in trade,
replacement of handicrafts by cheap machine-made goods from
England and incidence of octroi duties.
As was but natural, Sirhind was not the only town which
had to suffer the lot of diminished numbers. Almost all small
towns in the region were seriously affected, as will be evident from
17
the following table.
Samana
Sanaur
Sunam
Bassi
Patiala

1911
10209
8580
10069
13738
53545

1901
9273
6307
7329
11125
46974

Unike them, Rajpura showed an increase of 124, which, however, does not carry much significance.
Although the census figures recorded in 1921 and 1931
marked a slight improvement upon the position of 1911, yet it
was not till the thirties that a real upward trend commenced. The
new trend was reflected in increase of the population of Sirhind
16.
17.

Punjab State Gazetteers,
Vol. XVII, Phulkiao States: Patiala,
and Nabha, 1904 (Lahore 1909), p. 57.
Based on various Census Reports a n d Gazetteers.
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from 4103 in 1931 to 5823 in 1941, a difference of 1720 persons
which yields a per centage increase of over of 41. While explaining
this remarkable change, the Census Report of 1941 for the Patiala
18
State observes : " I t would appear that ever since the decade
ending 1901 the population of the town was waning until this
decade when 5823 persons were recorded. Now that stimulus has
been given to its trade by the establishment of Mandi, the town is
likely to maintain its present position if not exceed it.'" Among the
new persons added to the population, the bulk was constituted by
Hindus who were the greatest beneficiaries of the new market that
was established there. This is clearly revealed by the communitywise breakdown of the Census of 1941.
Another remarkable develpoment of the thirties which added
to the importance of Sirhind by turning it into a railway junction.
19
was the construction of the Sirhind-Rupar railway line. The
constraction of the new line through the agency of the Patiala
State was sanctioned in February 1926 (vide Railway Board
Notification No. 537 Tech., dated 25.2.26, published in the
I

i •

Gazette of India dated 27.2 26). The land in Patiala State territory
was made available free of cost by the State. The earthwork on
this land was commenced in April 1926. Severe plague broke out
just after that, which seriously interfered with the progress of
the work. However, the earthwrok in the State territory was
practically completed before the setting in of the rains of the
season. The earthwork in British territory was started in December
1926 and the bulk of it was completed before the rainy season of
1927. Plate-laying was started in October 1927 and the rail-head
arrived at Rupar about the end of the third week of December 1927.
The line was opened to passenger traffic on 1,9 February 1928
*

I

18.
19.

Census Report of 1941 for Patiala State, p. 68.
Sirhind-Rupar Railway: File No. I.K.V.K.
Archives, Patiala.
1

I

(

I
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1988, Punjab State
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and to goods traffic on J 8 April 1928. The Patiala Durbar contributed its stipulated share of the expenses incurred on the project
and was given jurisdiction over the portion of the line in its own
territory except in emergency when the Governor-General, in
imperial interest, was vested with overriding powers. Subsequently,
a written agreement was executed between the two governments.
\

In conformity with the new trend the decade 1941-1951 registered a ; still greater increase in population which rose from 5823
in 1941 to 7808 in 1951. This progress was rendered possible,
thi
from West
consequent upon the partition of the country into sovereign states.
India and Pakistan. Appendix II at the end of this chapter gives
the arrival figures of these refugees as 16818 for the entire Tehsil
of Sirhirid. U
a portion of them must have settled
down in the city of Sirhind as well.
r

i

r

The advent of such large numbers of people from West
Pakistan created a new climate in and around Sirhind. Earlier,
Muslims formed the predominant section of the population of
the area, but now their place was taken by Hindus and Sikhs
who, having suffered heavy losses of property in the course of
migration, worked with redoubled vigour to retrieve themselves
and thereby injected a new life into the socio-economic pattern of
the region. Dawn of independence, too, helped in creating favourable conditions for economic and social advancement. In the result,
Sirhind was now well set on the road to progress But more
about this in the next chapter, as only a few years later, in 1956,
Sirhind along with the Pepsu (Patiala and East Punjab States
Union) was merged into the Punjab.

Fauja Singh
Gursharan Singh
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M
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833

841

832

716

763

1,401

918

960

943

1,139

1,832
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5.72

5.64

4.08

4.01

4.5

85.89

84.9

800

803

715
376
339

2,696
1,450
1,246
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1

about
Sirhind is
76
N
north-west of Ambala City, on the Grand Trunk Road. As noted
»

j

earlier, after its occupation by the Patiala State, it was included
in the Amargarh Nizamat with its district headquarters located at
Bassi Pathanan, a neighbouring township. Thereby, Sirhind lost
much of its old importance, but even so, it was made the headquarters of the Sirhind Tehsil After the merger of Pepsu with the
later called Fatehgarh
Ni
Punjab in 1956, the
Sahib Nizamat. was d
-

Patiala District. But recently, a new decision has been taken
giving Fatehgarh Sahib (Sirhind) the status of a Sub-Division
which is more than a Tehsil but less than a district, Naturally
this has greatly added to the importance of the place.
Besides, there are some econortiic and cultural factors as well
which have gone a lorig way in strengthening the upward trend in
the fortunes of Sirhind descernible since the thirties of the present
century.
1.

Road distances (in miles) between Sirhind .and other places in Patiatla
District :
Patiala (via Rajpura)
Patiala (straight)
Rajpura
Banur (via Rajpura)
Bassi Pathanan
Sanaur (via Rajpura)
Samana
Payal
Amloh
Gobind Garh

32 m iill e s

23 miles
16
25
5
36
50

miles
miles
miles
miles
miles

23 miles
12 miles
7 miles
33 miles.

Nabha
•
J

12K
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Sirhind is most favourably situated in respect of its communications with other places of importance of the region. It is a
railway junction on the Delhi-Amritsar railway line. The RuparNangal Dam railway line starts from here and Fatehgarh Sahib and
Bassi Pathanan, outgrowths of the city of Sirhind, are the first two
railway stations on the way. Apart from the Grand Trunk Road
linking it with Ludhiana, Rajpura, Ambala etc., metalled roads
connect it with Morinda, Rupar, Anandpur Sahib, Nangal and
Bhakhra in the north, Chandigarh in the east and Patiala in the
south. From Sirhind through daily buses ply to all these places.
The easy accessibility of Sirhind from all sides by roads and
railways, is perhaps among the major factors which have fortified
the upward trend in the reputation and importance of the place in
recent years. The same reason has enabled Sirhind to grow into
a sizable commercial centre with strong administrative, cultural
and industrial implications and possibilities.
*

On account of its thriving trade, Sirhind is now popularly
called by the name of Sirhind Mandi, which clearly indicates its
importance as a market town. Every year it attracts large quantities of wheat, gram and maize. For instance, in 1971, 3,13,588
bags of wheat arrived in the market out of which 1,31,906 bags
were purchased by the Punjab Government, 72,727 by the Food
Corporation of India and the remainder by the Markfed. But it
is not so much as a grain market that Sirhind has acquired fame
in the sphere of trade and commerce; large-scale transactions in
groundnuts and red chillies constiiute the main speciality of this
market. The reason for that is that these commodities are grown
in abundance in the surrounding areas. An equally big grain
market exists at Bassi Pathanan which, though now separated from
Sirhind by five miles, is in fact part and parcel of the Sirhind
market. Here in 1970, 20,000 bags of paddy arrived out of which
8000 were purchased by the Government. As regards wheat,
1

1,32000 bags arrived in the market in 1971, out of which 57.814
bags were purchased by the Punjab Government, 35,393 by the
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Food Corporation of India and 36,131 by the Markfed.
A brief reference to the periodical cattle fairs of Sirhind may
not be out of place here. Four such fairs are held every year on
March 18, May 19, July 7 and September 16. Besides the sale of
livestock, the occasions are noted for wrestling matches. Each
fair is visited by about a thousand people mostly drawn from the
neighbouring villages.
In the wake of the growing commercial importance of the
town many small-scale and cottage industries have come into
»

being. At Bassi Pathanan, the Kasturba Sewa Mandir of Rajpura
maintains a big Khaddor Bhandar where khaddar (hand-made cotton
cloth), woollen blankels and soap are manufactured. The Sewa
Mandir was first opened in 1956 and at present it has four centres
which operate in the interior of the" Sirhind Sub-Division. Each
centre has eleven workers and one secretary and, in addition, this
organization employs many workers on daily wages. In 1970 it
purchased J 090 kilograms of cotton from the rural areas and its
annual income amounted to Rs. 11,000.
There are some units for the manufacture of sewing machines
and their spare parts, water-pumping sets and agricultural implements, such as disc harrows, wheat-thrashing machines etc. A
number of body-building workshops for buses and trucks are also
located here. Besides, a few cotton-ginning industries and rice
mills have been recently established. All these units, though smallscale, have opened a new chapter in the industrial life of the town.
Revival of prosperity which has resulted from the commercial
and industrial progress is naturally reflected in the growing population and expanding boundaries of the city. Between 1951 and
1961 the population of Sirhind rose from 7808 to 9608, showing
an increase of 1800. The following decade, 1961-71, however,
has gone far ahead and has registered a further progress to 1803L
2
which is almost double the figures of 1961.
*
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2.

For details see Appendix I at p. 124
[Contd. on page J30
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So far as the new extensions of the city are concerned, they
are most conspicuous in the area lying along the two sides of the
Grand Trunk Road and the Railway line, particularly that portion
which is enclosed between them, including the village of Humayunpur. Another such conspicuous spot is what is called by the name
of the Fatehgarh Block. This covers the open space lying between
the Fatehgarh Sahib Gurdwara and the old town of Sirhind. As the
Punjab Government is taking keen interest in this project, it is
expected that before long a new township will take shape and with
that the city of Sirhind will extend over the entire area broadly
enclosed by the Grand Trunk Road in the south, the Rama Sharif
in the north, the Sirhind-Nangal Road in the east and the
Sirhind-Nangal Railway line in the west.
4

The rapid growth in numbers and territorial limits has created
new demands, particularly in the fields of municipal administration,
transport, public health and education. To cope with the administrative problem, Sirhind has been assigned a Sub-Divisional
Officer (Civil) who is of the rank of an Assistant or an ExtraAssistant Commissioner. He is responsible for law and order,
revenue administration, development work and other administrative and executive work in the Sub-Division. Other officials who
are appointed to assist him are Tehsildar, Naib Tehsildars and
some police officers who also have their offices located in the city.
*

The development aspect of the administration is looked after
by a Vanchayat Samiti, the members of which are elected from
amongst the members of the village Panchayats in the Sub-Division,
There is also a Community Development Block here. The Block
Development and Panchayat Officer works as the Executive
Officer of the Panclwyat Samiti and is assisted by a number of
officials belonging to different departments, such as Panchayats,
Agriculture, Industries etc. Most of the offices o{ these fountion_ _

. .

.

._

Co n td. from page 129 ]
It may be noted that the census figures for 1971 have been taken from
the Provisional Population Totals*
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aries are located either in the city of Sirhind or Bassi Pathanan
I

Sirhind and Bassi have separate town committees which look
after sanitation and light arrangements etc., within their respective areas. Bassi lacks in regular water supply, whereas in
Sirhind, in some parts, there is a good arrangement for piped water
supply. The Town Committees maintain roads and streets most
of which are metalled. At Sirhind, there is also street light in the
localities near the railway station. The civic bodies maintain
-

T

-

health centres, dispensaries and children's parks. Besides a civil
hospital, Bassi has a veterinary hospital. Among other public
amenities available at these places may be mentioned post, telegraph
and telephone services provided by the Government.
Another sign of progress registered by Sirhind and Bassi during
the recent years is the growth of educational institutions. At
Bassi there are the Industrial Training Institute, the Government
Higher Secondary School for Boys and Girls, the Lala Lajpat Rai
High School for Boys and the S. D. High School for Girls. Among
the important schools at Sirhind are included the Mata Gujri Girls
Higher Secondary School, the Government Higher Secondary
School for Boys and Girls and the Ashoka Girls Higher Secondary
School. For training of junior teachers there are J-B.T. classes
attached to an un-recognized private college namely, the Ashoka
College. In order to provide facilities of collegiate education in
science and arts to the people of Sirhind, Bassi and surrounding
villages, a co-educational degree college named after the revered
memory of Mata Gujri was established in 1959 by the Mata Gujri
Vidhyak Society. It was taken over by S.G.P.C. in 1964. It is
situated close to the Gurdwara Fatehgarh Sahib and opposite to
the Fatehgarh Sahib Railway Station. The College was first affiliated to the Punjab University, Chandigarh but since 1970 it has
been transferred to the jurisdiction of the Punjabi University,
Patiala.
Our account of present-day Sirhind will be incomplete without
a reference to the annual religious fairs and festivals of the Hindus.
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Musi

and

Sikhs.

Among the Hindu fairs and festivals,
comes first, which is celebrated in Seotemb
lot of eclat.
Mata Rani, another Hindu fair and festival, is
comparatively a modest affair. The principal and now the only fair
and festival of the Muslims is the Urs Rauza Sharif which falls on
the 27th of the month of Safar of the Hijri Era and lasts for three
days. It is estimated that about two thousand people from India
and abroad participate in the celebrations. But none of the fairs
mentioned above stands comparison with the Jor-Mela of the
Sikhs, which is undoubtedly the biggest annual feature of Sirhind
The fair falls on 27th December and is held to commemorate
the execution of the two youngest sons of Guru Gobind Sinah
namely Zorawar Singh and Fateh Singh. On this occasion Sikhs to
the tune of more than a lac assemble at Gurdwara Fatehgarh Sahib.
The two-day long programme of celebrations includes ihe taking
out of a huge procession, holy dip in the tank attached to the
gurdwara, non-stop recital of Granth Sahib, kirtan (singing of
Guru hymns) and lectures. In recent years, particularly since
elections came into vogue, the gathering of people in such large
numbers at a single place has begun to be utilized by political
parties to propagate their respective political ideologies and programmes. A natural result of this induction of politics into religious celebration is that the solemnity which should as a rule go
with such occasions has suffered a set-back. All the same, it has
to be admitted that the Sahihdi Jor Mtla (martyrs' fair) of Fatehgarh Sahib has immensely raised the prestige of Sirhind.
^5

*

From what has been said in the foregoing pages it may
be inferred that an upward trend in the prestige of Sirhind is now
established beyond doubt. Also, there may be no doubt about
the prospects of the place for future development. Apart from
the diverse favourable local factors which have been mentioned in
the course of this essay, the progressive trend of urbanzation in
evidence all over the country is a strong positive factor which
—

*

133

SIRHIND SINCE 1956

will definitely quicken the pace of its development in the years to
come. Further, the deep-rooted and long-standing Sikh prejudice
against the city making it an accursed place in their estimation is
already on the way out and several schemes are; reported to be
under the active consideration of the Punjab Government which
may help the city to develop even faster as a centre of trade and
industry. One big hurdle in the path of its smooth progress seems
• i
to be the fact that it is situated between two industrial centers of
some reckoning, namely Rajpura and Gobindgarh and as such„
the need has not been felt sufficiently well to develop industry at
this place. But it is possible that the disadvantage of today may
prove to be the advantage of tomorrow because proximity of other
industrial units is not unoften a pro-rather than con-factor.
|
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MONUMENTS OF SIRHIND
-

,

;

The origin of Sirhind, as remarked in the first chapter, is
,b >dded in remote times. But the site shows no apparent signs
monument
of the Delhi Sultans. This is well confirmed bv Sir Alexander
i

Cunningham, the Director-General of Indian Archaeological Survey
1
from 1870 to 1885. He writes: The ruins of Sirhind consist
2
almost entirely of Muhammadan buildings of late period." Further:
"Nearly all the existing buildings, both public and private" belong
to "the century and a half that intervened between the accession
of Akbar and the death of Aurangzeb" when "Sirhind was one of
95
flourishing cities of the Mughal
After Aurangzeb's death in 1707 the sun of Mughal glory
began to set fast. The Sikhs who had been organized into a militant brotherhood by Guru Gobind Singh not many years back
took full advantage of the declining power of the Mughals and
wreaked a terrible vengeance against the city of Sirhind which to
them had been an object of utter contempt ever since the younger
sons of their great Guru had been executed there by the Mughal
Faujdar of Sirhind, Wazir Khan. The first occasion when Sirhind
9

experienced the wrath of the Sikhs was in 1710 when Banda Singh
Bahadur subjected it to a sack. However, the Sikh victory proved
short-lived and Sirhind recovered part of its old glory under
1.

Alexander Cunningham, Archaeological Survey of India—Four Repons
made during die years 1862-1865, Vol. II (Simla 1871), p 209^Henceforward
to be referred to as Reports).
2. Ibid., p. 208.

(

!
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subsequent governors. But this phase of partial recovery, too, did
not last long, for in 1764 the blow dealt to it by the Sikhs was by
far the severest of all. Practically, the whole city was now laid
in ruins.
\

The earliest elaborate account that we have of the Sirhind
ruins is furnished in the reports of an archaeological survey
3
conducted by Alexander Cunningham during the years 1862-1865,
m

i

a whole century after the devastation of 1764 and a little more
than a century from now. In a general observation regarding the
4
surviving monuments, he says: "With the single exception of Mir
Miran's tomb, they are all of brick which has once been plastered
but the loss of the stucco has hastened their decay and has deprived
them of much of their beauty. Some of them are memorable for
their size but the greater number are mere shapeless heaps of ruin";.
The main reason for such a state of affairs appears to be the deeprooted prejudice of Sikh rulers and Sikh public against the place.
They not merely neglected it completely but also spared no pains
io disperse its bricks. This prejudice of the Sikhs persisted
unabated till very recently and even now, though greatly lessened,
it is not entirely stamped out.
*

i

.

i

The report of
ham • on the ruins of Sirhind (see
Appendix I for details) is, however, neither up-to-date nor exhaustive. It leaves out a number of important monuments, such as
*

4

*

I

'

f

*

3.

He retired as Major General in t h e army in 1861. . Soon after he was
appointed

Archaeological

Surveyor to the G o v e r n m e n t of India.

It
t •

was in this capacity that he carried out surveys of historical m o n u m e n t s
at different places. O n account of his good work'he was appointed in
1870 Director-General of I n d i a n Archaeological Survey, which

position
*

*

(

he continued to occupy till 1885. He published valuable treatises on
Indian archaeology a n d n u m i s m a t i c s , including, The Ancient
Geography
, of India and Coins of Medieval India. H e died in 1893. Concise Dictionary
'

t

•

>

>f
4.

Reports, p.209.
^

•

•

'

•

'

•

•

*
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the Fort, the Rauzas of Mujaddid Alf Sani and his successors, and
the mausoleums of Begums Haj-un-Nisa and Taj-un-Nisa. It also
completely omits references to the numerous monuments of the
Sikhs.
*

5

Another report on the subject was published in 1891 in a
publication of the Archaeological Survey, Punjab Circle. This gives
a fuller and better account of the Sirhind monuments. In 1904 was
published the gazetteer of the Phulkian States which also gives
useful information regarding the subject ( for details see Appendices
H and III).
i
A brief account of the monuments and places of interest of
Sirhind, as they exist today, is given below :
Remains of Firuzshah Tughlaq's Fort
•

A strong fort was bui't by Firuzshah Tughlaq in 1360. Later
on it was strengthened as well as extended by the Lodhis and the
Mughals. The fort stood where the Gurdwara Fatehgarh Sahib
stands today. Among the remains of this fort we have now only
a few things left : a small portion of its demolished outer wall and
in proximity to it, on the eastern side, a long land depression
indicative of the ditch that used to run around the fort, and the
sites of a few apartments inside the erstwhile fort, such as lower
portion of the Thanda Burj and the underground cell(fl/wra)where
the Sahibzadas ( younger sons of Guru Gobind Singh ) were
bricked alive. As the things stand today, the remaining portion
of the outer wall and the surviving marks of the ditch may not
remain with us for long, if no timely care is taken of them.
.

.

Tombs of Village Dera Mir Miran
J .! '

.

The tomb of Mir Miran, as remarked earlier, is the only
important building of stone in Sirhind. Alexander Cunningham
•

5. G.'J. Rodgers, Archaeological Report, 1891. For details see Appendix II
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has referred to it as "the finest and oldest building of Sirhind.
6
"Altogether, the tomb of Mir Miran", he adds, is one of the
• > *

i

most pleasing as well as one of the most perfect specimens of the
later Pathan or earlier Afghan architecture." It is believed that
Mir Miran was a great saint of the place, to whom Bahlol Lodhi's
a

*

daughter was married. The area around the tomb was given
in Jagir by the Lodhi Sultan to his son-in-law. After the saint's
death, the present tomb was built by Bahlol Lodhi. A graphic
description of the tomb is contained in Cunningham's account
given in Appendix I. Close to it is the rauza (tomb) of
Bahlol's daughter. There is an inscription on it showing that
she died in 901 A.H. (A.D. 1493) in the reign of Sikandar
Lodhi. To the north of the Ustad's tomb, there are two small
•f

•

•

mausoleums known as Haj-o-Taj. It is said that Haj-o-Taj were
two Begums (royal ladies) whose full names were Haj-un-Nisa
and Taj-un-Nisa. Who exactly they were, is not definitely known.
7
By some it is surmised that Haj-o-Taj (or Haji Taji) was the name
of Bahlol's daughter, wife of Mir Miran.'But this surmise does
not seem to be correct as there is a separate tomb for that
exalted lady. Another surmise, and may be a correct one, is that
these ladies were Sikandar Lodhi's daughters who are said to
8
have died unmarried.
V

Another important old monument in the vicinity of Mir
Miran's tomb is a tank called, Bibi Sar, meaning 'lady's tank'.
It is said that this tank was constructed by Bahlol's daughter after
the death of her husband. According to another tradition, the
tank was constructed by Sultan Sikandar Lodhi in the name of
Mir M
:
•

*

\ \

6.

Reports, p. 209.

7.

At some places (for instance in R o c k e r ' s Report, 1891) her name is given
as SubHan b u t about its correctness it is difficult to say anything until

8.

the m a t t e r is further probed.
Reports, p. 207.

*
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Sadna Qassai's Mosque

It is situated a little away to the south of the railway station
of Fatehearh Sahib. It is a walled enclosure without a roof.
9
According to the gazetteer of the Phulkian States, the large
mosque was "begun by Sadhna, Qassai (the butcher), the famous
Bhagat but never completed." The mosque also finds a mention
10
in Cunningham
and
Rodger's
accounts
of
the
ruins
of
Sirhind.
•
Whereas Rodgers says that all the domes of the mosque "have
_•

.

m

now fallen in , Cunningham found them intact and says so in
his report. This shows that the domes fell down between 1862
and 1891 and it is wrong that the building was never completed.
However, it is admitted by all that Sadna's mosque is one of the
oldest buildings of the place belonging either to the close of the
'

•

;

.

•

'

Afghan period or to the beginning of the earlier Mughal period.
Cunningham has fixed it approximately around 1500 A,D.
f
M
Ad
was the inhabitant of Shewan in Sind and a contemporary of the
Maratha saint, Nam Dev ( A D . 1271-1347). It is not known
\

%

whether he himself ever resided in Sirhind; the greater possibility
by
is that the mosque called after his name was constructed latet
some of his followers.
.

I

•

M

his Successors

They are situated at a small distance to the north of the
Gurdwara Fatehgarh Sahib. Of all the tombs, big and small, of
Mujaddid and his successors are
undoubtedly the best maintained. They are regarded as very sacred
by the Muslims in general and the nobility of ICabul in particular.
«

-

•

9.'
''

the Punjab? 'bate 'ua-cthts-P/iulkian
(Lahore 1904),^. 209.

.10- For details see Appendices I a n d I L

Sia/es : Patiala,. Jind and Nabha
I

-'*
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Shaikh Ahmad Faruqi Sirhindi ( A. D. 1560-1623 ) made
Sirhind the headquarters of the Naqashbandi Silsilah ofSufismto
which he belonged and proclaimed himself as Mujaddid Alf Sani
(law-giver of the second millennium). By his emphatic assertion"
of the orthodox line of thinking in religious matters, as opposed to
the liberal tenor of Akbar's religious policy, he quickly made
himself the leader of the Muslim orthodoxy. But his real success
came long after his death, in the reign of Aurangzeb, when hisio
successors Khwajas Muhammad Masum and Saifuddin becamen
the preceptors of the Emperor and exercised immense influence J
3i
oJ
in the shaping of the religious policy of the State.
*' ^
•

)

In the concentration of the rauzas at this place, first place ro
naturally attaches to the rauza of the Mujaddid, which is called byQ
the name, Rauza Sharif'. It is a very fine building with a separate
entrance leading to it. Close to it is the mausoleum of Rafi-udDin, an ancestor of the Mujaddid. Not far from here are the *
rauzas of the MujaddicTs sons Khawaja Muhammad Sadiq a n d ^
5 •
LJ/.B±2
)i
Khwaja Muhammad Masum. The rauza of the latter is someu
•times called Rauza Chini on account of its excellent mosaic work.
In a small room on the left side in the Khanqah enclosure, fa^lA
demarcated in the time of Maharaja Rajinder Singh of Patiala H
(1876-1900), it measured 37 big has and 6 biswas), there are two
tombs of Muhammad Sadiq and Begum Muhammad Sadiq (their
dates of death being 1347 A.H. and 1312 A.H. respectively). EviI t^rjf p
iX
dently, they are not very old tombs. On the right hand .side in
-

*

ll£&

Ol

DSJI

ltj.6

the walled enclosure is a white-marble tomb of Muhammad Yakub .
Khan, a grandson of Shah Zaman, King of Kabul. This tomb
was built by the Nawab of Rampur State. Just on the right of
the main mausoleum we have the mausoleum of Shah Zaman and
his Begum. This building was also constructed by the Nawabof
1K
Rampur. Shah Zaman was a grandson of'^hc fa?fAou$ Anm&P
u c £
Shah Abdali. Imitating his grandfather Zaman' Shah made' ^ ' '
dm

-

11.

Punjab Stale Gazetteers-Phulkian

>rto J av/oti'A

States (Lahore 1904),'p. 2 0 ^ " *

Bm so

'
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number of invasions of India during the last decade of the
eighteenth century but he failed to achieve much success* In 1800
he lost his throne as well as eyesight in a war of succession with
his rival brothers. Aftar that, he migrated to India and became a
pensionary of the British (1813-1845). There are dozens of o'ther
graves of important people situated here.
Maharaja Karam Singh of Patiala made a generous grant of
one hundred and twenty bighas of land for the upkeep of all these
mausoleums. The original patta of the grant of land is lying with
the present custodian. The same ruler rendered one more service
to the Rauza Sharif. In 1838 some Akalis took possession of some
of the lands belonging to the rauza but they were dislodged by his
orders and the lands forcibly seized were restored to its custodians.
During the time of Maharaja Mahender Singh ( 1862-1876 ) the
boundary of the rauza was demarcated and a boundary wall was
constructed by Mehbub Ali Shah, the then Sijda Nusliin. During
the disturbances of 1947 the shrine was strongly protected by the
Patiala State with the result that its Muslin custodian continu es .
to stay there.
The modern-style building of the mausoleum of the Mujaddid
Alf Sani was constructed in 1929 and its expenses were borne by
Haji Hashim and Haji Wali Muhammad of Surashtra (Gujarat),
: o

i ...

•

%

Lai Masjid
.-

It is just near the railway station of Fatehgarh Sahib.
attributed to Saifuddin, a grandson of Majaddid Alf Sani,
building is believed to belong to the later Mughal period.
(

• ;

•

'

-

*

It is
The

I

Tombs of Ustad and Sha?ird
-.

*

•

*

There are two mausoleums situated at a distance of about half
a mile west of the Rauza Sharif of the Mujaddid Alf Sani and
about a mile to the north of Sadna's mosque. They are commonly
known as the tombs of Ustad ( master mason ) and Shagird ( apprentice mason). What their names were, nobody no.v knows, but it

t

"

J\
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is said that these buildings were constructed by them during their
life-time. The tombs, separated from each other by a distance
about one furlong, are fair examples of contemporary architectural skill, including glazed ornamentation. The designs of
the two are in a broad, way identical but there are few differences
in details. In the Ustad's mausoleum there are some underground
h
rooms, w
tomb, again, there are two sets of steps and the visitor going up
the staircase ha% in the middle, to pass through a room before
reaching the roof. In the Shagird's tomb there are four ascending
staircases, one each in each corner. The domes standing at the
corners also differ in size. Those in the Shagird's tomb are bigger
than those in the Ustad's. The same difference is reflected in the
outergates of the two. According to the local tradition these tombs
are older than the Rauza Sharif of the Mujaddid. But there is no
known evidence as yet to help verify the truth of this statement.
Bagh Am-Khas
One of the most remarkable monuments of the Mughal period,
the Bagh Am-Khas ( sometimes pronounced as Am-o-Khas) is
situated on the eastern side of the city, not far away from the
metalled road leading from Sirhind to Bassi Pathanan. Cunningham
32
has referred to it as "the staging palace" of the Mughal Emperors
or a sarai of a superior type where the Emperors used to halt during
their marches via Sirhind. A detailed description of this sarai
enclosed within the .walls of a garden will be found in
Cunningham's account of the Sirhind ruins, given in Appendix I.
0

*

'

*

*

•

It is said that Sultan Hafiz whose tomb is nearby, raised this
walled garden and Kandi Beg dug out a canal from Sutlej in
order to supply water to its extensive lawns and its tank in the
centre with steps on all sides leading to the surface of the water
and an arched causeway passing through the middle of it.
*

.

*

•

•

*

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

r

i

At present, S. D. O. (irrigation's) offices are lodged in some
of the buildings of the Bagh Am-Khas. ' One of its buildings is no
used as a P.W.D. rest house. The State Horticulture Depart.

I
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ment looks after the fruit trees of the garden and also maintains
a nursery there.
One of the buildings of the Bag Am-Khas is known as
Bhulbhatian, meaning labyrinth. The local people also call it
Lukan Machuli. meaning the place where children of the royal
families used to play hide and seek.
J a h a z i Haveli
About two furlongs to the west of the Fatehgarh Sahib Railway Station there are ruins of a massive building called Jahazi
Haveli. It is so called because it was built on the model of a ship.
Its construction is attributed to Dewan ( Seth ) Todar Mai who
during the Mughal period, by dint of merit, got quick promotions
*

and rose to be the Amin or Karori ( according to some accounts
even the Faujdar ) of Sirhind. He served Sirhind exceedingly well
for it owed to him much of the prosperity it acquired during the
Mughal period. It is the same Todar Mai as paid a large sum to
Chaudhuri Atta to get a piece of land for the cremation of Mata
Gujri and her two grandsons.

Other Places of Note Pertaining to the
Muslim Period
Tomb of Bandgi Sahib (Islam Khan) : It is situated to the
north of the Mujaddid Alf Sani's Rauza Sharif. Though not
beautiful in design, it attracts a large number of pilgrims of
different denominations. Every year a fair is held here. Unlike
the Naqshbandis, Bandgi Sahib had liberal religious views and
enjoyed great popularity with the people. Close to this tomb is the
small tomb of a Brahmin devotee of his.
Tomb of Salarji : This tomb is near the Dayalpuri temple.
Salarji was known for his piety and many people used to come to
him to pay their homage.
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Temple of Dayalpuri : Dayalpuri was a famous Hindu
fakir. He was a contemporary of Guru Gobind Singh and went
to see him after the execution of his younger sons. His temple
and his Samadh both used to be places of worship for the Hindus.
Tomb of Shahabuddin : He was a Muslim fakir. His
tomb used to be near the Gurdwara Jyoti Sarup. But the tomb
has already fallen a prey to the ravages of time.
It may be noted that all these above buildings are modestly
built and do not have any architectural beauty to command
themselves.
Sikh Monuments
Now-a-days, the city of Sirhind is more famous for Sikh
shrines than for Muslim tombs and mosques of old. The mosi
important of all the Sikh shrines is the Gurdwara Fatehgarh Sahib
which has been raised over the site of the erstwhile fort of Sirhind.
The place derives its name from Baba Fateh Singh, the younger
of the two martyred sons of Guru Gobind Singh and also on
account of the Fateh (victory) which Banda Singh scored over
Sirhind. A memorial with the name of Fatehgarh Sahib was
raised in 1710 during the days of Banda Singh over the spot
where the two Sahibzadas (Guru Gobind's sons) were bricked
alive. Maharaja Karam Singh of Patiala is said to have renamed
the town of Sirhind itself as Fatehgarh Sahib. After the final
Sikh conquest of Sirhind in 1764, the place was occupied by
Maharaja Ala Singh, the founder of the Patiala State. A memona
gurdwara was built on the ruins of the demolished fort and for
its maintenance some land was donated by Ala Singh. Later,
Maharaja Ranjit Singh assigned to it the land revenue of a few
villages. Maharaja Karam Singh o( Patiala ( 1813-1845 ) made
a handsome gift of the land of five villages to the gurdwara. The
original Patta of this grant is still preserved there.
The magnificent Gurdwara Sri Fatehgarh Sahib is entered by
two gates. One of them is named after Banda Bahadur and the
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other, the more majestically built, after the name of Maharaja
/
4

Ya'dvindra Singh of Patiala A grand new building of the
warn has been constructed recently, which has given* an
imposing appearance to the place and has made it the finest of ail
monuments of the place, both old and new. An underground cell
in this gurdwara shows the spot where the two Sahibzadas are
believed to have been bricked alive.
On one side of this gurdwara is a memorial in the shape of a
platform which is called Chhe Hazar Shahidan Da Katalgarh
Angiiha ( sacrificial furnace of 6000 martyrs ) where Banda Singh
Bahadur cremated the dead bodies of 6000 Sikh warriors who had
laid down their lives during the conquest of Sirhind. Another
name used for the same is Shahidganj Singhan ( the place of
martvrdom of Sikhs ).

• •

Mat
Gobind Singh)
and her two little grandsons, Zorawar Singh and Fateh Singh, were
kept in detention and where, after the receipt of the shocking
M
was then
called by the name of Thanda Burj ( cool minaret ). There stands
now a magnificent gurdwara named after Mata Gujri. The building has been constructed on the base of the Thanda Burj after
removing the top portion of the Muslim building.
Another gurdwara has been built at the place where the bibans
( biers) of Mata Gujri and her grandsons were prepared before
their cremation. This gurdwara is situated at the back of the main
•

building of Gurdwara Fatehgarh Sahib and is called by the name
Bibangarh Sahib.
About one mile to the south-east of Gurdwara Fatehgarh
Sahib is situated Gurdwara Jyoti Sarup. It was at this place that
the dead bodies of the three martyrs were cremated. It is said
that the land for the purpose was purchased by the eminent Hindu
official
of
the
place,
Seth
Todar
Ma!,
from
a
local
tamindnr
m
'
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Maharaja Karam Singh of Patiala, builder of

Sikh shrines in Sirhind

145

MONUMENTS OF SIRHIND
12

Chaudhuri Atta.
The first gurdwara was built by Banda Singh.
It was rebuilt later on by Maharaja Karam Singh of Patiala. The
upper storeys have been added by Maharaja Yadvindra Singh
of Patiala.
«

There is one more gurdwara there, called Gurdwara Shahid
the road between Gurd
gam It
Fatehgarh
$ said that at this place fo
Sahib and Sirhind
th corpses of slain Sikhs which were being taken to Delh
forces were captured
by the Mu
kh warriors and
cremated.
^/

Still another gurdwara, called Shahidganj Baba Sukha Singh
is situated at a distance of about a mile to the north of Gurdwara
Fatehgarh Sahib. It marks the place where Bhai Sukha Singh,
brother of Baj Singh, a commander in Banda Bahadur's forces,
fell fighting in 1710 while engaged in fierce fighting with the forces
of Nawab Wazir Khan, Faujdar of Sirhind.
I

r

Kirpal Singh
Fauja Singh
•
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At a small distence from the Jyoti Sarup Gurdwara there is a village
T
called Attewali. This place a has got its name from Chaudhuri Atta-

APPENDIX I

THE RUINS OF SARHIND
The ruins of Sarhind consist almost entirely of Muhammadan
buildings of late period. With the single exception of Mir
Miran's tomb, they are al) of brick which has once been plastered,
but the loss of the stucco has hastened their decay and has
deprived them of much of their, beauty.
Some of them are
remarkable for their size, but the greater number are mere shapeless heaps of ruin.
The finest and oldest building of Sarhind is the tomb of Mir
Miran. It forms a square of 47 feet outside and 26 feet 4 inches
inside, with a height of about 32 feet. It is built entirely of stone.
and is surrounded by a large central dome raised on an octagonal
base with a smaller doms, raised on a square base, crowning each
of the four corners. Each of the four sides is pierced by a recessed doorway with a pointed arch, which is covered by a second
loftier arch of longer span. The dead walls are relieved by their
rows of recesses surmounted by battlements and ornamented with
numerous squares of blue enamelled tiles. The general effect is
decidedly good and altogether the tomb of Mir Miran is one of
as one of the most perfect specimens of
most
the later Pathan or earlier Afghan architecture.
The largest tomb at Sarhind is a plain building attributed to
Savid Khan, Pathan. It is a square of 7 7 | feet outside and of
2 7 | feet inside, the thick walls . being pierced from the outside by
deeply recessed rooms, which are roofed with pointed half-domes.
At the four corners there are very small square turrets which look
mean and insignificant beside the lofty central dome of about 40
feet diameter, which crowns the building. This dome springs
from a tall base or neck about 20 feet iniheieht andrs surmounted
i

.

.

.
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by an octagonal cupola which forms an elegant and appropriate
summit to the whole edifice. The pinnacle or cupola of most
Pathan tombs is usually wanting altogether, or is too much ruined
to show its design. The next tomb in point of size is another red
brick building attributed to Khoja, or Khwaja Khan. This is a
square of 68 feet outside and 231 feet inside. The great dome is
36 feet in diameter outside and 7 feet thick. At each of the four
corners there is a small cupola standing on a base 14 feet square.
As the general style of this building approaches very closely to
that of Mir Miran's tomb, it may be assigned with great probability to the 15th century.
The smaller tombs it is unnecessary to describe, but we may
mention the octagonal brick tomb of "Chirka Choti" or the
"thread-maker", and the pretty little octagonal tomb of Pirbandi
The latter is an octagonal buildNakshawala
ing on open arches, surmounted by the well-known pear-shaped
dome of the Mogal period; but the body of the building is
profusely covered with paintings
flowe
most probably
designed by the "Nakshawala" himself, and the roof is entirely
covered with glazed tiles arranged in a novel manner. The thick
bv
dark
ribs, or melon-like divisions of the dome, are marked by
.5 *»

*

blue lines and the intervals are filled by coloured tiles, laid
herring-bone fashion, in a gradation of shade beginning frofn
pale yellow with green at the top down to dark green at the
bottom. Each
represents a large green
leaf with stem and fibers marked by the thick lines of junction of
the tiles. The octagonal base of the dome is covered with three
rows of yellow tiles divided by thin lines of blue, the whole surmounted by a diamond pattern of yellow and blue. Altogether,
this is one of the most pleasing specimens of glazed
ornamentation.
•

*

The only existing mosque that is worth mentioning
Sadan the Butcher
the name of "Sadan
i
'

148

StRHIND
#

to the north of the town. This Masjid was originally 140 feet
long and 70 feet broad, but since 1838 the west end has fallen
down and the whole building even in 1871 was in much worse
order, the central room was covered by a dome 45 feet in diameter, but the narrower side rooms were covered in a peculiar
manner by two small domes each, instead of by the usual oblong
domes of the later Mogals. It seems that this mosque must
belong either to the close of the Afghan period or to the beginning of the earlier Mogal period. The approximate date may be

1500. ^ H ^ H ^ H ^ ^ ^ I ^ H ^ H
The "Haveli" or dwelling house of Sahabat Beg or Sa/tdib
Beg is only worthy of notice as, perhaps, the largest existing
specimen of the ugly domestic architecture of the wealth
Mohammadans of the Mogal Empire. It consists of two greaty
piles of brick building, each about 60 feet square and 70 or 80
feet in height, connected by high dead walls which enclose a
courtyard. Externally, the dead walls are divided into ten rows
of square panels mounting one above the other with monotonous
regularity, which is broken but not relieved, by a single piece of
lattice work on each side. Here and there may be observed a few
small square holes which are much more suggestive of the dreary
cells of a prison than of the cheerful rooms of a nobleman's
palace.
The only other building that is worthy of notice is the great
'Sarai" or staging palace of the Mogal Emperors, to the southeast of the city. A Sarai was built to every stage on the road
from Agra to Lahore via Delhi and Sarhind. Many of these
buildings still exist and most of them are still occupied for different
purposes. The Sarai at Phalor was turned into a fort by the
Sikhs. The Sarai at Sarhind was unoccupied in 1838, but in 1861
it was used as a public audience hall by the Paiiala authorities to
whom it is only known as the "Am-Khas" and under this name
the Atlas of India, Sheet No. 48(1861). The usual
Sarai is a large square enclosure surrounded by a high
•

'

^
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a gateway towards the high road, a large building in the middle
of each of the other three sides and a continuous suite of small
rooms on all four sides. But the Sarai of Sarhind is remarkable
*

\

i

for its superior accommodation and additional buildings, which,
as they must have contributed, to the comfort and even luxury of
the place, would seem to show that the Emperors were in the
habit of halting at Sarhind. The Sarai consists of a large enclosure with the royal apartments arranged on all four sides and a
tank in the middle of the square. The enclosure is 600 feet in
length from east to west and 475 feet from north to south. The
tank is 320 feet by 280 feet, with a flight of eight steps on all four
.

•

*

*

sides and an arched causeway or bridge passing through the
middle of it. The principal apartments which are on the south
side consist of a block 97 feet long by 65 feet, and on the opposite
side across the lank there is a Shish-Mahal or 'hall of mirrors',
for public audiences. At the south-east and south-west corners
there are 'hamams' and private apartments, and on the east and
west sides there are suites of servants' rooms and stables.
(Extract from Archaeological Survey of India-Four Reports
wade during the Years 1862-1865 by Alexander Cunningham,
Vol. tt (Simla 1871). pp. 209-212).
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APPENDIX II

SARHIND OR SAHRIND
In December 1763 A D. Zain Khan, the Afghan Governor of
Sarhind, was killed in a battle with the Sikhs and "Sarhind itself
1
was totally destroyed. ' The present town of Sarhind is situated
on the site of one of the many mohalls of Sirhind. It is in ruins.
The site of the old town is a sea of old foundations and brick ends.
There are, however, some buildings pretty nearly intact.
• There are two mosques in ruins in the middle of the site.
Towards the noth-west are the ruins of the Butcher's mosque. This
was a building cased with stone, with one large central dome and
two domes towards the north and two towards the south. All the
.dom.es have now fallen m, as have the northern rooms. There
remain!the,central and southern rooms. The inscription on stone
has disappeared.
There are two large and several small tombs to the north of
the Butcher's mosque, about a mile. The largest is called the
Tomb of the Ustad. It is 78 feet square and stands on a platform
8' 7" high and 128' 11" square.
The inner room is 27' 9" square. The outer walls are 33' 7"
high, from the platform the archways in each side are 29' 7" high
and 23' feet broad by 17' feet deep. The other dome is 43' 2" in
diameter and 5' feet thick. The second or inner dome is four feet
thick. The space between the two domes is 15' feet. The total
height of the building is 69' above the platform.
Two hundred yards west of the Ustad's tomb is that of
Shagird. It is 70' 6" square outside and stands on a platform
10' 4" high and 144 1/2' 7 ' x l 4 3 ' 4"; The inner room is 23' 10'
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square. Outer walls are 37' 3" high from the platform. The arched
recesses in each side are 32' 6" high and 23' 4" broad. The neck
of the dome is octangular, each side measuring 15' 7 1/2" broad.
The inner dome is 37' high from the floor and at the central
opening 2' 4" thick. Between the domes is a space of 25' 7 1/2".
Nothing is now known about these two tombs. There are no
inscriptions.
About a mile west of the Shagird's tomb is one called by the
name of Mir Mir an. It is of stone and is 46' 9" square outside
and 26'4" inside. Its outer walls are 31'6" high. It is built on a
-

platform 139' square. The domb is hemispherical and supported
by an octangular neck, each side of which is 14' 9". There are
corner towers 10 feet square. The materials used in this tomb are
from old Hindu temples. Some of the pilasters are built in intact.
Gurgoyles of Hindu origin convey the water from the roof. Some
extra pillars are one loose in the tomb. They have been carried to
adjacent villages and used as pillars in the Dharmashallas. An
1
inscription found in the east wall of the building is as follows.
Rehlat Kardan Shahzadi Subhan b samat Bahlol Khan
Suit any azdaham Mah-i-Safar Ruz-i-juma san Hijri
• Tismaya Wahida-Een Hujra dar Ahad Shah Jahun ,
Sdcandar Shah Sultan Khuld Mulk wa Saltana.
-

This informs that Subhan, the daughter of Bahlol Lodhi,
departed (this life) on Friday, the 11th of Safar 901, A H (1st
November, 1496 A.D.) and'that this tomb was erected in the time
of Sikander Lodhi, the next year 902 A.H. (1496-97 A.D.), so this
is the burial place of a king's daughter Mir-i-Miran may have
been her husband. This tomb is known by the name of Haj.
The tomb of Taj is to the north of Usud's tomb. It is of
brick, and is 43' 3" square outside and 27' 6" inside. It has one
1.

T h e departure (death) of Princess Subhan in the direction of Bahlol
K h a n on Friday the eleventh of the m o n t h of Safar A . H . 901. T h i s t o m b
was (erected) in the time of the Lord of the U n i v e r s : Sikandar Shah.
May his C o u n t r y a n d K i n g d o m perpetuate.
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dome only. Taj is said to have been another noble lady. There
is no inscription and nothing is known about the tomb or its
occupant for certainty.
The fort of Sirhind, now in ruins, is about a mile to the east
of the present town-it was built by Sultan Feroz Tughlaq who
called it Feroz-pur, a name it no longer retains. Here were killed
Zorawar Singh and Fateh Singh, children of Guru Gobind Singh,
together with their mother Mai Gujari. Hence the Sikhs, who
have erected a Gurudwara over the spot on which the murde
committed, account the place as accursed.
The bridge over the Sirhind Clioa is of the time of Shah Jahan.
It rests on a solid pavement and is well protected by appraoches.
To the east of the river are the gardens and serai known as
Amm Khass. They are of very little archaeological importance.
Close by the road is a tomb on the grave stone, of which is an
inscription with a chronogram 'May paradise be his'. This gives
1014 A.H. (1605-6 A.D.). The tomb is octangular and has sloping
walls, and Haji Muhammad is buried in it. Between this tomb
and the Amm Khass is a burial ground, one of the graves in which,
has a nameless dateless Arabic inscription.
To the north of Sarhind fort is another group of tombs
amongst which is that of Shah Zuman. Another tomb is that of
Shaikh Ahmad Mujaddad, Alif Sani, Faruui, Kabuli, Sarhindi,
who lived in the reigns of Akbar and Jahangir from 791 to 1034
A.H. and from whom the spot derives its supposed sanctity. The
group of tombs is much frequented by the Afghans who have of
late repaired the tomb of Ahmad. All this part of Sarhind is
covered with ruins of tombs and mosques, which no one looks
ifter or repairs. Several of these have double domes and were
at one time buildings worthy of note. Many have been knocked
down to supply ballast to the railway.
(C.J. Rodgers, Archaeological

Report,

1891, Lahore 1891 pp. 5 4 - 5 5 )
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PLACES OF INTEREST IN SIRHIND
*

Sirhind is not only a place of trade, only mirch being exported.
The tehsil and anglo-vernacular middle school are in Sarai, The
town also contains a police station and a post office. The ruins of
Sirhind contain the Mausoleum of Muzaddid Alf-i-Sani, which is
a fine building to which the Muhammadans in general and nobility of Kabul in particular pay visits as a place of pilgrimage.
Near it is the Mausoleum of Rafi-ud-Din, an ancestor of Muzaddid
Alf-i-Sani close to which is the rauza of Khuja Masum, son ot
Muzaddid-Alf-i-Sani, and which is commonly known as 'Rauza
Chini' on account of its excellent mosaic work. The Mausoleum
of Shah Zaman of Kabul contains the tomb of his -'Begam" also.
It is unknown whose ashes the two rauzas of Ustad and
Shagird contain. It is said one of them was built by a master
(Ustad) mason and the other by his apprentice. There are two
small mausoleums near the village Dera Mir Miran known as
Haj-o-Taj. It is said that two Begams named Haj-un-Nisa and
Taj-un-Nisa of a king were interred there. Close to it is the rauza
of the daughter of Bahlol Lodhi containing an inscription which
shows that she died in 901 A.H. in the time of Sikandar Lodhi.
Gurdwara Fatehgarh (where the two sons of Guru Gobind Singh
were buried alive) and Gurdwara Joti Sarup (where the two sons
of Guru Gobind were cremated) are other places worth notice.
There is also a large mosque begun by Sadhna, a Qasai, the
famous Bhagat, but never completed. Here is also a Jahazi Haveli
built on the model of a ship. The extensive garden called the
Am-o-Khas is walled in on all sides and contains some fine buildings. It now covers only a small area but is stocked with various
kinds of fruit trees, mangoes and orangevS. It was planted by Sultan
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Hazif whose tomb is close by, and in the time of Shah Jahan,
Kandi Beg brought a canal into it from the Sutlej. Near the garden
is a well with 16 'bidhs*. It also contains a 'bhulbahlian', labyrinth
since repaired and a large bridge under which the Sirhind Choa
passes. Sirhind is the birth place of the poet Nasir Ali.
(Extract from Punjab State Gazetteers : Phulkian States, Patiala
Jind and Nabha (Lahore 1904), p. 209)
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A carved sculpture of ancient art found in Sirhind
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Tomb of Shah Zaman, King of Afghanistan

Tomb of Ustad (Master Mason)
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