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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
The history of the Khalsa College Amritsar is practically
the history of rennaissance among the Sikhs. With its establishment in the nineties of the last century began a movement for the education of Sikh boys and girls on an extensive
scale. One hardly comes across an eminent educated Sikh of
• the older generation who had not, at one time or other, been
connected with this great institution. All the Sikh Princes,
including the Maharajas of Patiala, Kapurthala, Nabha,
Faridkot and Jind are closely associated with it and are
counted among its chief patrons. The flickering torch of religious, social and political life among the Sikhs that was becoming dimmer and dimmer every day after the fall of the
Sikh empire, has not only been kept burning by the Khalsa
College, but it has contributed floods of light and learning to
the remotest and dark corners of the country and has helped
to raise the Sikh community to its present enviable position
in the field of education and social uplift.
With the loss of their empire, a degeneration had set in
among the Sikhs. Fearful of the suspicious attitude of Lheir
new British rulers, the Sikh Sardars not only disowned large!
tracts of land to avoid arrests and exile, but some of them
relaxed in their external identification with their orthodox
brothers-in-faith and began to sink back into the observance
oi iices the roots of which had ramifications in the supersti- I
tious ritual of ages. This had an adverse effect on the general
mass of the Sikhs in the villages where most of their population was concentrated. Some appreciable effort at rescuing
the Sikh community from this state of affairs was made by the
leaders of the Namdhari, also called the Kooka, movement,
particularly by Baba Ram Singh of Bhaini, whose missionary
and proselytising activities created a healthy stir among the
Sikhs during the sixties of the last century. But his followers
soon drifted into a schismatic sect and his labours could not be
fruitful to the fullest extent. The movement itself came to be
suppressed in January, 1872, when some of the over-zealous
Kookas got out of control and, much against the wishes of
Baba Ram Singh, created an unpleasant situation.
This gave a handle to the local British officials; and sixty
two Kookas were blown away from the guns by Mr. Cowan,
the Deputy Commissioner of Ludhiana, and Mr. (afterwards
Sir) Douglas Forsyth, Commissioner of the Ambala Division.
Baba Ram Singh himself, with ten of his trusted lieutenants,
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was exiled from the Punjab. However, the flame lightened
by Baba Ram Singh could not be extinguished. It shone with
greater brilliancy in the successes of the Singh Sabha movement in the field of religious, social and educational advancement of the Sikhs.
The first Singh Sabha was established in 1873 at
Amritsar. The immediate direct cause of establishing the
Singh Sabha was the idea of counteracting the evil effect of
disparaging and derogatory remarks against Sikh religion
and Gurus made by one Shardha Ram Philauri who delivered
a series of lectures in the Guru-ka-Bagh at Amritsar. The \
establishment of the Singh Sabha at Amritsar verily marked »
the beginning of a revivalist movement, which, in course of
time, brought an awakening amongst the Sikhs. The objects
of the Singh Sabha, Amritsar, were :—
(i) To restore Sikhism to its pristine purity;
(ii) to edit and publish historical and religious books ;
(iii) to propagate current knowledge, using Panjabi as
medium, and to start magazines and newspapers
in Panjabi ;
(iv) to reform and bring into the Sikh fold those
who had diverged from the right path through
heresy, anti-social activity or political bias;
(v) to interest the highly placed Englishmen in, and *
ensure their association with, the educational
programme of the Singh Sabha, and
(vi) to cultivate loyalty to the Crown.
This programme of the Singh Sabha was launched in
1373. It carried with it a tiny potential seed of high germinating value which, in course of time, weathering all storms
of prejudices, controversies, rifts and schisms, fructified. In
the educational field it yielded the finest result in the rearing
up of the grand edifice of the Khalsa College and all that it
stands for.
The founders of the Singh Sabha at Amritsar included
such names as Bhai Harsa Singh Dhupia, Bhai Bur Singh,
Bhai Agya Singh Hakim, Gyani Hazara Singh, S. Thakur >
Singh Sandhanwalia, and Giani Gian Singh.
The influence of the Singh Sabha Amritsar gradually
spread all over the province. By its impact the Oriental
College of Lahore yielded to the demand of including the
teaching of Punjabi in the curriculum of its studies. This was
a signal success, the credit of which goes primarily to S. Aya
Singh of Amritsar.
:
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This had repercussions in other directions too. Bhai
Gurmukh Singh, an Assistant professor in the Oriental College,
Lahore, was attracted to and stimulated by the activities of
the Singh Sabha. He was a dynamic personality, shaped to
put in heroic endeavours and destined to achieve brilliant
results.
In 1879, through the efforts of Bhai Gurmukh Singh,
the Lahore Singh Sabha was established. It adopted identically the same objects as the Amritsar Sabha, though its working programme was slightly different.
1
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The two sabhas worked independently for one year. Later
a joint Board under the name of General Sabha was set up
at Amritsar, of which the Lahore Sabha became a branch.
The joint Board ultimately was replaced by the Khalsa Dewan,
Amritsar, which became the central organisation to affiliate
the Singh Sabhas, which had begun to spring up throughout
the province, and to coordinate their work.
Till 1886 the work went on very smoothly. This period
saw the great activity of the Khalsa Dewan carried out with
missionary zeal. It witnessed the opening of a charitable
hospital at Amritsar, and schools at Amritsar, Sialkot and
Lahore. All local centres began to react in a wholesome
manner. Thus a great wave of enthusiasm was generated,
and it began to yield tangible results of social uplift, particularly at places like Rawalpindi, Ferozepore, Simla, Jullundur,
Ludhiana, Kapurthala and Faridkot. It also witnessed Punjabi Journalism striking roots deep in the native soil, and the
Sikh press shaping out into an active instrument for creating
and mobilising the public opinion. By this time, i.e., from
1873 to 1886, more than half a dozen papers of this category
had made their appearance, though some of them only in a
dilettantish way, the notable amongst these being: the Sukabi
Subodlwii, Amritsar (1875), the Akal Parkash, Amritsar
(1876), the Gurmukhi Akhbar, Lahore (1880), the Khalsa
Prakash, Lahore (1884), the Shri Gurmat Prakash, Rawalpindi (1885), the Panjab Darpan, Amritsar (1885), the Khalsa
Akhbar, Lahore (1886), and the Vidyarak* Lahore.
*The fourth issue of the paper dated April, 1886, carried the following notice about suspending its publication.

Sarb sajnon ko widat ho ki eh patar University Punjab
hi or se nikalta tha, prantu dev-net se ab ych takhfif men a
gia hai, so je ho saka to yeh age niklega, nahin to sarb sajnon
ko Siri Wahiguru ji ka Khalsa Siri Wahiguru ji ki Fateh.

During this period the sentiment in favour of the Panjabi
language for use in schools was growing strong. The activity
at Amritsar sharply focussed its attention on this point and was
very successful in mobilising the public opinion in this regard.
In 1882 thousands of signatures were secured in order to submit an effective memorial to the Government in favour of Punjabi in Gurmukhi script for use in village schools. A little
later* on behalf of the Khalsa, a letter was sent to Doctor
Hunter, President, Education Commission, Simla, expressing
gratitude for the concession conceded in favour of Punjabi
in the curriculum of School studies. The early workers of
the Singh Sabha movement had recognised the co-relation of
religious reform with the spread of education in general and
the propagation of the Punjabi language in particular.

|

In the history of the above period, the year 1883 is particularly significant, as it saw the General Sabha of Amritsar
(controlling as it did the Singh Sabha of Lahore and Amritsar) reconstituting itself into a greater organisation of the
Khalsa Dewan, Amritsar, and adopting a highly developed
constitution. While the constitution of the Dewan was in its
formative stage a practical step was taken in connection with
the establishment of the Khalsa College. The General Sabha
called a meeting on 5 Har 1940 Bk. (1883 A.D.) in the Kothi
of Lala Sant Ram, Amritsar, and adopted a resolution for the
establishment of the Khalsa College. It was also agreed to
depute three persons to visit the Sikh States in order to
*
arouse interest in favour of the proposed college. Two members were sent to Baba Khem Singh Bedi to acquaint him with
the decision arrived at and to secure his support and patronage.
Shortly after, another meeting was called in the Lawrence Hall, Lahore. It was a big gathering and included eminent personalities and men who represented various interests.
Among those who attended were: Baba Khem Singh, S.
Bikrma Singh, S. Man Singh, Sarbrah of the Golden Temple,
Captain Gulab Singh of Atari, S. Harnam Singh of Kharar,
Bhai Bhagat Singh, Granthi of Golden Temple, Bhai Mihan
Singh, Rais, Lahore, S. Bhagwant Singh, Bhadaur, S. Sujan
Singh, Rais, Rawapindi, Malik Khazan Singh, S. Lehna Singh,
Rais, Gujranwala, S. Chanda Singh and Lala Daulat Ram from
Faridkot State. The meeting resolved to submit a memorial / I
to His Honour Sir Charles Aitchison, Lieutenant Governor of
the Punjab, and to urge upon him the universal demand of
the Khalsa for establishing the Khalsa College. The memorial was duly submitted. The occasion, however, resulted in
adopting the constitution of the Khalsa Dewan which was till
F
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then in the formative stage. In the constitution provision
was made for the office bearers (in addition to the two patrons, namely the Lieutenant Governor of the Punjab and the
Raja Sahib of Faridkot), two Religious secretaries, two Press
secretaries, two Education secretaries and two treasurers. Baba
Khem Singh was appointed the
President. There was some difference on the appointment of the
Chief Secretary. The tie was
between Bhai Ganesha Singh of
Amritsar and Bhai Gurmukh
Singh. For some time both the
names remained on the list of
office bearers as Chief Secretary.
This little fissure at a later stage
widened into a breach which, mixed with other factors, brought
about the existence of an independent Khalsa Dewan at Lahore.
This happened in 1886-1887 A.D.
*

s

The memorial to His Honour
Bhai Gurmukh Singh
the Lieutenant Governor of the
Panjab was followed by a representation to the outgoing
Governor-General of India. In the farewell address presented by the Khalsa Dewan, Amritsar, to His Execellency the
most Hon'ble Marquis of Ripon, the Viceroy and the GovernorGeneral of India, at the Darbar Sahib on November 13,
1884, and read by Kanwar Partap Singh son of Sardar Bikrama
Singh Ahluwalia, it was said:
"Our efforts are now directed to secure the march of that (intellectual) progress permanently by setting up such institutions as Colleges, Schools,
etc., which will become unceasing sources of benefit to our
posterity."
Within four years of the founding of the Singh Sabha,
Amritsar", the Punjab witnessed the rising tide of another
reform movement under the name of Arya Samaj. Swami
Dayananda paid a visit to Lahore in 1877. It is remarkable
that his first lecture was arranged in Gurdwara Baoli Sahib,
Lahore. The reception given by the Sikhs to Swajniji was
enthusiastic. At Amritsar the Swami addressed meetings at
Malvai Bunga and Ghanta Ghar. These were arranged by the
Sikh workers. Swamiji toured in the Punjab. Wherever
he went the Sikhs were the foremost to accord him welcome.
A few notable Sikh names in this connection can be mentioned
thus:—
•

f
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Jullundur
Rawalpindi
Gujranwala

Multan
Kohat
Muzzaffargarh
Nabha

Sadar Bikrma Singh and
S. Suchet Singh.
Sardar Atar Singh and Sardar
Kirpal Singh.
Sardar Sant Singh and Sardar
Ishar Singh, Munshi Hazura
Singh, S. Lehna Singh and
S. Mohan Singh.
Sardar Bhagwan Singh.
Sardar Rup Singh.
Sardar Bishen Singh.
His Highness Maharaja Hira
Singh.

So much was this the case that Lala Lajpat Rai's remarks quoted below,* when read with reference to this context, bring out in relief the part played by the followers of
Guru Nanak, and the ground prepared by them for the mission of Swami Dayananda.
Bhai Jawahir Singh, along with some of his Sikh friends,
was one of the prominent promoters ot the Arya Sama.i at
Lahore, established on June 24, 1878.
And not long after
the death of Swami Dayananda, on October 30, 1883, Bhai
Jawahir Singh actively associated himself with the D. A. V.
College movement, and for some time acted as the Secretary
of the College Committee and collected large sums of money
for it.

Many Sikhs in those days actively collaborated with the
Arya Samaj in the belief that the work of the Sama.i contrj.
buted to the fulfilment of the ideals laid down by the Sikh
Gurus, but they were disillusioned when they found, in the
Satyarth Prakash, Swami Dayananda's remarks derogatory
to the Sikhs and their Gurus.
*Kia yeh achambhe ki bat nahin Jcih Swamiji is se palile
12 ya 13 bars pascJiamotra pradesh men updesh karte ralie
prantu shrotaon ke man men samaj ki sthiti ka vichar na upja
our Panjab men ae abhi do sal bhi na vyatit hue the
kih Panjab nivasion ne Arya Samaj staphat kar liya. .. .Sach
puchho to Arya Samaj nam matra ka Bambai men qaim ho
gia tha, prantu asal men Lahaur men hi Arya Samaj qaim
hua. Nanak Dev ki janam bhumi ke loaon men wuh vakhpakh-pat m
desh
Swami Dayan
ke ane se purva ek ishwar-vad ka prachar apna bdl dikha
.chuka tha.—Dayananda Charitra, Chapter XI, p. 305.

\
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But, in spite of it, they continued their association with
the Arya Samaj in the hope that Swami Dayananda and his
followers would keep their promises and would either delete
or modify the objectionable passages in the Satyarth Prakash.
In reply to a letter of Sardar Bhagat Singh, Sub-Engineer,
Ajmer Division, Swami Dayananda had written to say that
his remarks on the Sikhs and Sikhism, contained in his book,
were based on impressions that he had formed before visiting
the Punjab and that, since then, his opinions had undergone
a complete change. And, he assured Sardar Bhagat Singh that
the questionable references to the Sikh Gurus and their religion would be deleted from the subsequent editions of the
Satyarth Parkash. * The death of the Swami in 1883,
however, changed the situation and his promise remained
unfulfilled. The D.A.V. College, Lahore, was established
on 1st June, 1886. This added fresh strength to the Arya
Samaj. The attitude of the Arya Samajists after this became
more stiff and hostile, and some of their over-zealous preachers went beyond the limits of propriety in the anniversaries
of the Arya Samajes in 1885-88 and indulged in unwarranted
attacks on the Sikh religion and its Gurus. This disturbed the
Sikhs all over the country, and from the humblest peasant to
the highest ruling prince they all felt aggrieved. This may be
clearly seen from the orders passed by His Highness Raja
Bikrama Singh of Faridkot on Poh 8, 1943 Bikrami, December 21, 1886, on the petition of the Arya Samaj of Mcerut for
a donation for the Anglo-Sanskrit School established by them.
His Highness took serious objection to their attack on the Sikh
Panth and ordered that it was not possible for the Sikhs to
help the Arya Samajists in any way till their writings
against the Sikhs had been withdrawn. Soon afterwards Mr.
Lachhman Sarup, Pleader, President of the Arya Samaj,
and Secretary of the Swai Siksha Praeharni Sabha, Arya Sarnaj
Meerut, submitted a second petition and in an evasive language assured His Highness of the good intentions and better
behaviour of his Samaj. This proved to be nothing more than
a hoax to secure a financial grant from the Raja Sahib. Within a couple of months the Arya Samachar of Meerut, the official organ of that Samaj, in its criticism of the Sikh religion
published the following lines:—
"Nanak Shah Faqir ne nay a chalaya Panth,
Idhar udhar se jor ke likh mara ik granth,
Pahle chele kar liye pichhe badla bhes,
Sir par safa bandh ke rakh line sab kes".
* Aftab-i-Panjab, 17th
i. 154-5.

December, 1888; Kalyan Das, Sachi Khaj,

But the climax was reached in the 11th anniversary of
the Lahore Arya Samaj held in the Wachhowali Samaj Mandir,
when on the morning of Sunday, November 25, 1888, Pandit
Guru Datt, M.A., of the Government College, Lahore, poured
fresh oil on the smouldering fire. In his overflowing zeal to
praise the founder of the Arya Samaj and to raise him above
all other saints and sages of the country, however exalted, he
burst out in odius comparisons. "If the Swami had wished to
become a General", said Guru Datt, "he would have shown
himself several thousand times better than (Napoleon) Bonaparte"
"Yes, Keshab Chander (Sen) and Guru Govind
Singh were not even one hundredth part of our Swami Dayananda Saraswati Ji. The Sikhs might have some religion in
them, but their Guru had no learning whatever
If Swami
Dayananda Saraswati Ji Maharaj had called Guru Nanak a
dambhi (a hyprocrite, an imposter), then what is wrong therein ? He (the Swami) had the sun of the Vedas in his hands
. . . . He was not the person to be suppressed by any
one . . . . *
Lala Murli Dhar not only supported him but remarked
that but for the restraint that Guru Datt had exercised, he
could have said much more about the Sikhs. All this was
indiscreet and unwarranted, and it wounded the susceptibilities of the Sikhs present there. But, to add insult to injury,
Pandit Lekh Ram, another Arya Samajist speaker on the occasion, went a step further. He said that he endorsed every
word of what Guru Datt had said and that he could prove it,
f ilmg which he would turn a Sikh ("even if, in so doing, he had
to carry half a seer of nuisance on his head, under the weight
of which he might go mad and die").
As if all that had happened in the morning was not
enough, Pandit Lekh Ram, during his afternoon lecture, openly
insulted the Sikh Holy Book, Guru Graritk fiahib, that had
been irreverently kept there on the table, for what purpose nobody knew. Unnecessarily he thumped the Guru Granth
Sahib from time to time.*
This added fresh fuel to the fire of resentment against the
pninful activities of the leaders of the Arya Samaj and resulted in complete disassociation of the Sikhs with it.
Bhai
Jawahir Singh and his friends now realised the magnitude of
the harm thpt lay hidden in such speeches of the Arya Samaiic
leaders for the Sikh community, and particularly for their
impressionable youth who were then being educated mostly
under non-Sikh influences and were thus being slowlv misled
from the glorious and enobling traditions of their forefathers.
^

* Report of the Sikh meeting in the Baoli Sahib, December 2, 1888
pp. 27, 61, 85 ; the Aftab-i-Punjab, Dec. 17. 26. 1888, p. 2; The Koh-i-Nur'
Dec. 5, 12; The Dharam Jiwan, Dec. 9, 1888.

•

To begin with, a protest meeting was held on the following Sunday, December 2, 1888, in the Baoli Sahib Gurdwara,
Lahore, under the presidentship of Bhai Nand Gopal, Rais-iAzam of Lahore. Bhai Jawahir Singh, L. Ladli Prasad and
Giani Dit Singh were the main speakers.
They protested
against the painful attitude of the Arya Samajists and expressed their resentment over the objectionable language used by
their speakers for Guru Nanak and Guru Govind Singh during
the last anniversary of the Samaj. A resolution to this effect
was moved by Dr. Narain Singh, and, seconded and supported
by Sardar Wadhawa Singh and "Bhai Nikka Singh, was passed
unanimously.

*

This meeting, though ostensibly only a protest-meeting,
awakened the Sikhs to the threatening danger that lav ahead
of them in the studied and organised attack launched by the
Arya Smajists at their religion and culture. Already they
had been frightened by the proselytising activities of the Christian missionaries working through their schools. The danger
from the A] ya Samaj, however, was much greater. The Christians had drawn most of their converts from amongst the
sweeper class. There was, therefore, a natural apathy in the
minds of higher class people to join their society. But in the
case of the Arya Samaj, there was no such prejudice. It had
attracted to its fold a large number of educated Hindus who
could no longer, in the light of English education, reconcile
themselves to the idolatary-ridden Puranic Hinduism. In the
absence of their own institutions, the Sikh boys had to go
either to the Christian Schools and Colleges or to the newly
established High School and College of the Arya Samaj which
had launched an open and direct offensive against the Sikhs.
If the coming generations of educated Sikhs had then to be
saved from absorption into the old fold, and if the religion of
the Gurus had to be rescued from dissolution into the old
heterogeneous mass of Hinduism, it could only be done
through Sikh schools and colleges which could provide for
their alumni all the amenities of modern education and satisfy
their daily increasing thrist for knowledge, and, at the same
time, educate them in the principles and practices of Sikhism
and inspire them with the glorious traditions of their illustrious fore-fathers.

i
The Khalsa College movement received a temporary
set-back in 1886 when as a result of some differences of opinion
in the Khalsa Dewan, Amritsar, Bhai Gurmukh Singh established a new Khalsa Dewan at Lahore on 30-31 Chet, 1942
Bk., 10-11 April; and much of his time and energy were taken
up by that body. Happily for the Khalsa College, however,

#
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both the Diwans had identical objects. Though at times the
Amritsar workers were dubbed as supporters of the cause of
Maharajah Duleep Singh, both were loyal to the British crown
and both of them used their influence with the Government
for the benefit of their community, particularly in the field
of education aiming at the establishment of the Khalsa
College.
Khalsa Diwan address to Her Majesty the
Charles
Queen presented to and read before His Honour
Aitchison on February. 16^1887, the help of the Government
was besought saying, "We pray your Majesty to bear us in
who are still behind hand in edu
your memor
James
prejudice
Lyall, who succeeded Sir Charles Aitchison to the Lieutenant
Governorship of the Punjab in the springjDf 1887, promised
November, 1888, the
to help the cause of Sikh education.
d
a
ewell-address to His Excellency
Diwan p
demand",
Dufferin
n
Mail, dated March
"is that
says th
nded with the Hind
respects as a separate community. They desire proper supply
should
of villa
due
acquisition of English and high Scholarship." The last clause
in the above sentence pointed to the desire of the Sikhs for a
College of their own for which the Khalsa Diwan of Lahore,
under the active patronage and
presidentship of the enlightened
Chief of Bhadaur, MahamaJwpadhyaya Sardar Sir Attar £ ingh,
was then striving.
Bhais Gurmukh Singh and Jawahir Singh
had during the recent years done a
great deal to keep the Sikhs away
from espousing the cause of
;
lharaja Duleep Singh. The
British Government was, therecore, pleased to encourage the
ikhs in the Khalsa College move• ment and permitted the leading
/officials of the province to actively
J associate themselves with it.
It
" was, evidently, expedient for the
Government from political point
of view also, as they could
Sardar Sir Attar

Singh.
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through their officials watch the activities of the leaders
of the Sikhs. Moreover, by a happy conincidence, Sir James
Broadwood Lyall was then the Lieutenant-Governor of the
Punjab. He had been in camp with a Sikh regiment before
coming to the Punjab and was a great admirer of them. He
knew that they had stood by the English under the most trying
circumstances and had shed the bluest of their blood in fighting for the British Empire in and outside India. So, when the
Sikhs approacned him for advice and help in the Khalsa
College movement they found him to be very sympathetic and
encouraging. He assured them that the Government would
watch the educational awakening of the Sikhs with interest
and that it would receive every encouragement from him.
One thing, however, is clear that in spite of all the acrimony brought on the surface by_the bitter controversy on-one
topic or another, the establishment of Khalsa College remained
in the sharp focus of all workers, to whatever party complexion
they belonged. Nay, the Khalsa College became a passion and
an ideal, a unifying factor that provided a practical field for
collective work and sense of collaboration on an organised
level.

All disputes between the Amritsar and Lahore workers and their-respective Dewans were ultimately dissolved
in
1S97
through
the
interveni#
tion of Sardar Sunder SinghTTVlajitl a who had worked for it since
long. See the Khalsa Akhbar vol. IV, No. 53, Editorial.
*

*

*

CHAPTER II
THE KHALSA COLLEGE ESTABLISHMENT COMMITTEE
AND ITS WORK
In February 1890, the aspirations of the Khalsa Diwan,
Lahore, assumed a more tentative form.
Supported by all
sections of the community and encouraged by the Government, the Dewan by a resolution passed in a meeting under
the presidentship of Mahamahopadhyaya Sardar Sir Attar
Singh, K.C.I.E. the Chief of Bhadaur, entrusted the work
of systematically carrying on the movement for a Khalsa
College to a Committee called the Khalsa College Establishment Committee. At its first meeting held on February 22,
1890, the Committee agreed "to undertake the duties entrusted to them by the Executive Committee of the Khalsa Dewan
" A sub-Committee was formed to consider the draft
appeal for subscriptions, the draft for general outlines of the
Scheme of the College, and the Rules for the conduct of business of the Establishment Committee. The following officebearers were elected: —
President: Colonel W.R.M. Holroyd.
Vice-Presidents: Sardar Sir Attar Singh,
Sardar Dharam Singh.
Secretary: Mr. W. Bell.
Joint Secretary: Dr. Dalip Singh.
Asstt. Secretaries: Bhai Sobha Singh,
Bhai Harbhagat Singh.
Trustees of the College Fund:
Sardar Sir Attar Singh, K.C.I.E.
S. Partap Singh, Prime Minister, Nabha.
S. Gurdial Singh Manshayia.
Diwan Gurmukh Singh, Patiala.
Rai Sahib Sardar Dharm Singh Soin.
Mr. W. Bell, M.A.
An executive

> -

25 members including
med for the general management of the

institution.

\
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A list of subscription was opened in the same meeting and
a large sum was promised on the spot. All the Sikh members
present subscribed at least their Daswandh, or one tenth, of a
year's income, while some of them promised much more than
that amount.
Designation:
In recognition of the sympathetic interest that Sir James
Lyall, Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab, had taken in the
Khalsa College movement and the encouragement that he had
given to its original promoters, it had been suggested by Sardar
Partap Singh of Nabha in his letter of December 22,1889, to
Bhai Gurmukh Singh, that the College be called "Loyal Lyall
Khalsa College". The Establishment Committee, however,
proposed to designate the College as the Lyall Khalsa College,
if His Honour agreed to it. But the Under-Secretary to the
Punjab Government wrote on March 21, 1890, saying that
"while His Honour was grateful to the promoters for so kindly wishing to add his name to the designation of the College,
he strongly advised them to simply designate the institution
The Khalsa College which in His Honour's opinion sounds
much better, and is more appropriate".*
The same suggestion was again made two years later in
the eleventh meeting of the Establishment Committee on
January, 1892, when the question of laying the foundation of
the College came up for discussion.
However, when the
matter was referred to His Honour by Mr. W. Bell, Secretary
of the Committee, Mr. J. Sime, Under-Secretary to the Government of the Punjab, Home (Education) Department, wrote
back under No. 24 of 5th February, 1892, saying "that Sir
James Lyall highly appreciates the honour which the Committee desires to bestow by attatching his name to the
College and is grateful to them for the kind feeling which
prompted the suggestion, but for reasons given before in my
predecessor's letter No. 104 of 21st March, 1890, His Honour
would prefer that his name were not used and considers that
the simple title "The Khalsa College" is a better and more appropriate designation. I am to add that Sir James Lyall
feels that if he is to have the honour of laying the foundation
stone of the College, that will be sufficient recognition of his
share in promoting the Movement".
Collection of Funds:
Sanction of the Khalsa Dewan Lahore to the appointment of six Trustees of the College Fund is recorded in the
proceedings of the first meeting of the Executive Committee
held on March 16, 1890. Sub-Committees for the collection of
* Home (Education)
Department letter No. 104, March 21, 18f)0, in
reply to letter No. 1 of Gth March, 1890, from the Secretary Khalsa
College Establishment Committee.
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funds were formed, to begin with, at Patiala, Ludhiana,
Ferozepore, Jullundur, Amritsar, Lahore, Gujranwala, Sialkot,
and Peshawar, and, soon afterwards, Ambala,
Gurdaspur,
Rawalpindi and other places were added to the list.
Mr. Fredrick Pincott, an eminent Orientalist of London,
undertook to help the College movement in England.
His
offer was thankfully accepted by the Executive Committee on
March 16, and it was resolved to move Sir Charles Aitchison
and Mr. Pincott to form in England a Sub-Committee for support and to woik as its President and Secretary, with Lord
Northbrook, Lord Ripon and Lord Dufferin as patrons, and Sir
Robert Egerton, Sir Henry Davis, Sir Richard Temple, General
Pollard, Dr. Brown, Messrs Thornton, Baden-Powell, Lindsay,
General Abbot and Messrs Hewlett and Sons as members. On
receipt of a communication from Sir Carles Aitchison on the
subject, it was, however, decided to defer the formation of the
sub-Committee in England till the Sikh princes had subscribed
to the College Funds. The attention of the Establishment
Committee was, therefore, concentrated on donations from the
princes.
On April 20, it was decided to form an influential deputation consisting of Sardars Gurdit Singh Ramgarhia of Amritsar, Bhai (afterwards Rai Bahadur) Buta Singh Ahluwalia
of Rawalpindi, Rai Bahadur Sardar Hari Singh and Mahant
Prom Singh of Sialkot, and Bhais Jawahir Singh and Gurmukh
Singh of Lahore to wait upon the Sikh ruling chiefs for help.
Necessary papers in connection with the movement were
submitted to the Phulkian Chiefs in May, 1890, requesting
them to support the undertaking and to permit the Committee's deputations to wait upon them to present an Appeal or
Addresses on the subject. His Highness the Maharaja of
Patiala was the first to respond. A deputation consisting
of ten gentlemen, including Bhai Gurmukh Singh, Chief
Secretary, Khalsa Diwan, Lahore, and Bhai Jawahir Singh,
Secretary to the Deputation, waited upon His Highness at
Patiala, on September 7, 1890, and explained at length the
necessity of the proposed College. The Maharaja was
pleased to offer his hearty co-operation in the cause of Sikh
education and granted a Bemad for an endowment of one lakh
and fifty thousand rupees for the Khalsa College, together
with a cash donation of fifteen thousand rupees for
its buildings.
A public meeting of officials and residents of Patiala was
hold on the next day in the Kanwar Sahib's Haveli, where S.
Partap Singh, Additional Financial Minister, offered a donation of Rs. 5,000|- and gave another sum of Rs. 2,500|- to found
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a gold medal in memory of his father the Late Sardar Sir Deva
Singh, K.C.S.I., to be awarded to a deserving student of the
Khalsa College.
This was an encouraging omen. The venerable Mahar
of Nabha. His Highness Sir Hira Singh, w
College deputation, with Bhai Jawahir Singh
Liblic Darbar
26 and)
, on Deceir
ards the Capital
announced
Sardar
Fund
Fund and Rs. 6,0001-towards the
Partap Singh, the Prime Minister, donated Rs. ; 5001 m500 - for a scholarship in the name of his father,
Sardar Seva Singh. Other state officials subscribed to the
extent of Rs. 21,500, raising the Nabha total to Rs. 1,11,000.
Maharaja Sir Hira Singh was further pleased to advise
the Jind Council of Regency to call the deputation to Sangrur
at once and relieve its members of the inconveniences of a
second journey. The deputation, led by Sardar Gurdit Singh
Ramgarhia of Amritsar as its President and Sardar Gajjan
Singh Pleader as its Secretary, arrived at Sangrur on December 28, and was received by His Highness on the 30th. Following the example of Nabha, the Jind State made a contribution of Rs. 75,000|- to the College Fund and Rs. 6,0001- for
other purposes.
His Highness Maharaja Sir Jagatjit Singh of Kapurthala
received the deputation, headed by Kanwar Partap Singh, on
January 21, 1891. The Kanwar was a member of the royal
family and wa& treated as such by His Highness on that oc ..sion. His functions as president of the deputation, therefore,
were performed by Bhai Gurbakhsh Singh Gyani, Bar-at-law,
of Amritsar. Maharaja Jagatjit Singh offered one lakh of
rupees, including Rs. 8,000 - for the building, on his own bohal
and Rs. 3 0 , 0 0 J on behalf of his officials and ssubject
v-L.
Thus encouraged, the Khalsa College Establishment Committee took into hand the selection of site for the College. But
the question of the location of the College soon raised a stormy
controversy, and, for a time, it appeared to be insoluble, threatening to wreck the whole project The Amritsar workers preferred their own town on religious grounds and genuinely worked
for it. The situation was to some extent exploited by some
Arya Samaj leaders who could not brook the establishment of
the Khalsa College at Lahore with the influential support of the
Government and the Sikh princes at its back. They feared
that it would not only eclipse their own College, still in its
infancy, but would also create in the Capital of the Pro vine e a
centre of Sikh learning and culture which would attract to its
portals the cream of the Sikh youth who would otherwise go to
>^»
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the D.A.V. College and be brought up under Arya Samajic
influence, adding to the strength and popularity of the Samaj
and its institutions. They knew they could not stand in the
way of the establishment of the Khalsa College. The only
course, therefore, left to them, they thought, was to concentrate their efforts at keeping it away from Lahore.
Baba Sir Khem Singh Bedi threw the weight of his influence
on the Amritsar side. Sardar Man Singh too, the then manager
of the Golden Temple, who was also the President of the Singh
Sabha and Khalsa Diwan, was in favour of Amritsar.
Through him the Lieutenant-Governor of the Province was
flooded with petitions against the location of the College at
Lahore. At the same time he wrote a letter on April 6, 1890,
to Colonel W. R. M. Holroyed, President of the Establishment
Committee, praying that the College be located at Amritsar.
It was placed before the Executive Committee in their meeting
of April 20, 1890, and Colonel Holroyed wrote back to S. Man
Singh saying "that the question of the locality to be selected
for the College is one which they are not competent to decide.
This question must be determined eventually by the General
Committee of the Khalsa Dewan. They consider, however,
that it would be somewhat premature to discuss this question
n' w and they chink it desirable that all members of the Sikh
community should at present unite their efforts with the view
of raising the necessary funds. You may rest assured, however, that the claims of Amritsar will receive fullest consideration when the question comes up for final decision."
There wa^ a lull for about ten months during which the
deputations of the Establishment Committee met the rulingprinces of Patiala, Nabha, Jind and Kapurthala and secured
their patronage and handsome donations for the College. But
the agitation suddenly flared up in the third week of February,
1891, at Rawalpindi. A huge public meeting was held in the
Garden of Rai Bahadur Sardar Sujan Singh on February 18,
with the Sardar himself in the chair.
The first two resolutions passed in this meeting pressed
the claims of Amritsar as the only suitable place for the
Khalsa College. But in case the Establishment Committee
came "to a different decision", it was desired in the third resolution to "postpone the final decision for at least a month in
order that the wishes of the Sikhs in the Punjab in general
may be ascertained with reference to it." It was further recol ved "that a petition signed by the Singhs and Sikhs of
Rawalpindi and its neighbourhood asking that the Khalsa
College be established at Amritsar be submitted to the members of the Khalsa College Establishment Committee, to be
I
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presented in its meeting of the 22nd instant by a deputation
consisting of Bhai Buta Singh, Sardar Ganesha Singh, Bhagat
Hira Nand, Dr. Jai Singh, Bawa Jharmal Singh Bedi, Bhai
Uttam Singh and Malik Attar Singh."
An association, called the Khalsa College Astlian Niyat
Sabha Rawalpindi, was formed with Dr. Jai Singh as its Secretary to agitate on the question. In addition to sending men
to various places in the province to stir up the Sikhs, a strong
representation (printed at Egerton Press, Rawalpindi) dated
7th March, 1891, over the signature of Sardar Sujan Singh,
Rat Bahadur, President, Khalsa College Asthan Niyat Sabha,
Rawalpindi, was submitted to the Sikh Maharajas requesting
them to take such steps as to ensure the decision of the location
of the College at Amritsar.

*

*

*

A deputation of the above Sabha, headed by Bhagat Hira
Nand, and including a representative from Peshawar, waited
upon the Khalsa College Establishment Committee on February 22,1891, at Lahore, and pressed their point of view. At
the instance Sardar Gajjan Singh, Pleader, the Secretary was
authorized to call for replies to the following enquiry, viz.,
Should the College in your opinion be located
(a) in the vicinity of Amritsar,
(b) in the vicinity of Lahore,
(c) near the line of Railway between Lahore and Beas
at some spot well removed from any large city to
be determined with regard to the healthiness of the
climate and the land available, or
(d) in any other part of the province.
The above enquiry was to be addressed to the rulers of
Patiala, Nabha, Jind and Kapurthala and to various Singh
Sabhas as well as to contributors of Rs. 1,0001- and above.
This encouraged the promoters of the Khalsa College
Asthan Niyat Sabha, Rawalpindi, and their associates became
extraordinarily active in their propaganda which had so far
been very successful.
Rai Bahadur Bhagat Narain Dass,
M.A., under the pseudonym of "A Pothoari", wrote a pamphlet
" Amritsar versus Lahore, or the Controversy about the Location of the Khalsa College", and distributed it far and wide
among the Sikhs. Hundreds of telegrams were sent to the
Lieutenant-Governor and to the Khalsa College Establishment
Committee. The columns of the Tribune, Lahore, were freely
used for anti-Lahore articles, particularly from the pen of
Mr. Amolak Ram of Gujranwala, then posted as Munsiff at
Rawalpindi,
.
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In addition to all this, a huge petition, which must hav*.
been about two thousand feet long, containing as many as
46,698 signatures, was placed before the Khalsa College Establishment Committee on April 5, 1891, when deputations of
the Khalsa College Asthan Niyat Sabha, Rawalpindi, the
Hindu Sabha, the Singh Sabha, the Khalsa Diwan, the Desh
Hitkarni Sabha and the Sat Sang Sabha of Montgomery and
Wazirabad appeared before that body to plead in favour of
Amritsar. In reply to the enquiry of the Secretary of the
Establishment Committee, the Maharajas of Patiala and Kapurthala had expressed similar opinions while His Highness
Raja Sir Hira Singh of Nabha and the Council of Regency,
Sangrur (Jind State), had left the decision of this thorny
question to H.H. Sir James Lyall, the Lieutenant-Governor
of the Punjab. Of the various Singh Sabhas and the Fundscollection Sub-Committees, almost all of them favoured the
location of the College away from any large city.
On the motion of Sardar Partap Singh of Patiala it was
decided that H.H. Sir James Lyall, the Lieutenant-Governor
Punjab, be asked to choose a site for the Khalsa College, and
that all relevent papers and maps showing the various plots
of land under investigation and survey be submitted to him to
facilitate his decision.
A Survey Party consisting of Bhai Maya Singh and Pandit
Eansi Dhar, Drawing Master of the Engineering Class of the
Mayo School of Arts, Lahore, was asked to survey five pieces
of land between Amritsar and Lahore on the Lahore side of
the Grand Trunk Road. They began their work on the 11th
of April and completed it on the 1st of May. At this stage Mr.
E. Nichol, the then Secretary of the Amritsar Municipality, suggested that Ram Bagh—the Amritsar residence of Maharaja
Ran jit Singh—with extensive grounds would be a very suitable
place for the location of the College in Amritsar. But as
everybody wished to have it away from any city, the suggestion could not be accepted..
Colonel Holroyd, the President, and Mr. Bell, the Secretary of the Khalsa College Establishment Committee, together
with Sardar Sir Attar Singh and Bhai Gurmukh Singh then
personally inspected the various plots and submitted the results of their enquiries to the Lieutenant-Governor for his final
decision, which was conveyed to the Khalsa College Establishment Committee, Lahore, by Mr. J. Sime, under-Secretary to
Government, Punjab, Home (Education) Department in his
letter No. 300 of November 13, 1891. "His Honour after very
careful consideration", said the Under-Secretary, "is of opinion
that the site marked x on the contoured map of the land between Khasa and Amritsar is the one likely to be most suitable,
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on the whole, for the purpose intended. It is about 2 112 miles
distant along the Grand Trunk Road from the Amritsar Railway Station, and about 3 miles from the city. It is practically
the site formerly selected for the Jail. The locality is considered a healthy one, the soil and water are good ; and there
appears to be an ample sufficiency of land likely to be available".
"In arriving at the conclusion that the site should be near
Amritsar, the Lieutenant-Governor had before him the broad
fact that this is, without doubt, the wish of the great majority
of the Sikh people. The particular site selected has the advantage of being near enough the city to be convenient as
regards the obtaining of supplies, and of medical aid when required, and it is yet far enough to be beyond the dangerous
influence of city life. It also appeared to His Honour to be
of importance that the site selected should be near enough to
Amritsar to secure to it the occasional visits of the Sikh Princes and of gentlemen interested in the important object in
view, and this had been clearly attained, the LieutenantGovernor believes, in the locality chosen".

•
-
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CHAPTER III
THE FOUNDATION STONE OF THE COLLEGE LAID
on 5th March 1892

The question of the location of the College having been
decided, arrangements for the purchase of land were taken
into hand.
A Sub-Committee, consisting of eight members, including
the Hon'ble Dr. W. H. Rattigan, Sir Sardar Attar Singh, Bhai
Jawahir Singh, Bhai Gurmukh Singh and Mr. Nichol, Secretary
Municipal Committee, Amritsar, with full powers to purchase
the site and to execute the necessary deed, was appointed on
January 3, 1892 and through the energetic efforts of the lastnamed gentleman a plot of 101 acres was secured for ten
thousand rupees on the present site in the village of Kot Said
Mahmood, now called Kot Khalsa.
This done, the 3rd of February, 1892, the Basant-Panclrmi
day was provisionally fixed for laying the foundation-stone
of the College. The date had, however, to be changed to the
5th of March to suit the convenience of His Honour Sir James
Lyall who was requested to perform the ceremony.
There
was a great enthusiasm on the occasion and the function was
attended by a large number of leading men of the province,
both Indian and European. Their Highnesses Maharaja Sir
Jagatjit Singh of Kapurthala, Maharaja Ranbir Singh of Jind
and Raja Shamsher Parkash of Nahan were also present.
The address of the Khalsa College Establishment Committee, which was read by its President, the Hon'ble Dr.
W.H. Rattigan, referred to the sympathetic interest that Sir
James had taken in the Khalsa College movement and thanked him for the willing co-operation that his Government had
extended to the promoters of this venture. "We have been
lately engaged ", said the President, " in drawing up a constitution and rules of management for the Khalsa College and, in
these, due provision has been made for the giving of education, general, technical and religious on the lines approved by
all sections of Sikh community. Earnest endeavours have
been made to make the Council of the College a thoroughly
representative body."
In the course of his reply to the address, Sir James Lyall
said: "I have always sympathized with the pride of the Sikhs
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in their old traditions, first the traditions of a long struggle
for freedom against an oppressive and intolerant Government
and later on the tradition of Sikh victories in hard-won fights
and Sikh rule. And I have felt that the British Government
owed the Sikhs a debt of gratitude for their large share of the
credit for victories won by Punjabi Regiments in Hindustan
and China, and afterwards in Abyssinia, Egypt and Afghanistan. But I was sorry to see that in a Province, most of which
was under Sikh rule before it became a part of the British
Empire, the Sikhs, though holding their ground in the army,
were, from want of education, losing rather than gaining
ground in the field of civil employment. I was sorry at this
not only out of friendship to the Sikhs, but also because the
same qualities of disciplined courage and good sense which
distinguish the Sikhs in the army also make them, if sufficiently educated, good Magistrates, Munsiffs and Police Officers, particularly among the rural populations with whom
they have more sympathy than town-bred men have. I have,
therfore, always thought it a duty to try to encourage the
Sikhs of upper and middle classes to aim at getting their fair
share of civil as well as of military employ, and to advise
them no.longer to fall behind other classes in educating their
children, because they used to be men of the sword rather
than men of the pen. I was very glad, therefore, when the
Lahore Khalsa Dewan Association started the movement for
the establishment of this College nearly two years ago, and
cordially wished it every sucess.
"I take this opportunity of saying to you that I am
strongly of opinion that there is still great danger to the
success of the College if the Sikh gentlemen of the Committee
cannot be guideed by a similar spirit of compromise and toleration in deciding the many questions, which will come before
the Committee from time to time. Before Baba Nanak's time
Kabir and other Hindu teachers had preached liberal doctrines of the same kind, but the birth and growth of the Sikh
religion in the Punjab seems to have been principally due to
the contacts of the religious ideas of the most manly and least
priest-ridden Hindu population in India with the religious
ideas of the Muhammadan invaders from beyond the Indus.
There is nothing narrow about its principal dogmas and tenets;
on the contrary they seem to me to be singularly wide and
tolerant in spirit and to naturally permit of such difference
of private opinion and interpretation on minor points of doctrine and practice.
" The things which we Englishmen recognise as specially
good in the Sikh religion are its comprehensiveness which
admit all castes to religious equality before the one and Timeless God, and its freedom from narrow caste-rules and ritual.

*
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In all civilised countries at the present day there are at least
two parties in every great religion—a conservative party and
a reforming or liberal party. Each man should be free to
belong to which party he likes without being ex-communicated
by the other, and to try individually to convert others to his
views by example or argument. But when work for the common good of the followers of the religion has to be undertaken,
both parties, if they wish to succeed, must sink their difference
so far as is necesary for common action. In particular it is the
business of those men, who are the best educated and think
themselves the most intelligent, to give an example of toleration in minor matters, and to recognise that they will only
retard, not advance, progress by endeavouring to force it on
in advance of the ideas of the masses. The proper way to
advance is by persuasion, aided by the gradual growth of
intelligence."
The foundation-stone bearing the following inscription, in
Gurmukhi and English was then laid on the site of the College
Gurdwara:—
Ik Orikar Satgur Prasad.
Vidya Vichari ta par-upkari.
KHALSA COLLEGE
Is mahavidyala di niun Sri Hazur
Sir James Lyall, as., K.C.S.I.,, D.OL,
Lieutenant-Governor Panjab ne rakkhi,
miti Phagan Sudi 7, Sammat 423 Guru Nanakji
mutabik 1948 Bikrami, mutabik Son 55
jalus Maharani Victoria Kaisara-i-Hind.
THE FOUNDATION STONE OF THE KHALSA COLLEGE
was laid by
Sir James Broadwood Lyall, C.S., K.C.S.I.. D.O.L.,
Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab
on 5th March 1892
in the 55th year of the Reign
of
Victoria Queen Empress of India.
*
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The 5th of March has become a gala day in the College
when the annual convocation is held and degrees are conferred
on the graduates of the College, followed by a lunch.
^ A s the Khalsa College Establishment Committee had
successfully completed the duties assigned to it by the Khalsa
Diwan, Lahore, the management of the Khalsa College
Amritsar was entrusted to a governing body, called the
Council, of over one hundred members with an Executive
Committee of 30.
The Memorandum of Association of the Khalsa College
framed with a view to having it
registered as a Society under Act
XXI of 1860* was passed at the
last meeting of the Khalsa College
Establishment Committee held on
April o. 1892, when the Hon'ble
Dr. William H. Rattigan formally
dissolved that body and took
• charge of his duties as President
I of the Khalsa College Council,
with Mdlazat-Ulma-o-Fuzla Mahamdlwpadhyaya Sardar Sir Attar
singh, K.C.I.E., Chief of Bhadaur,
as its Vice-President. The Executive Committee from amongst
the members of the Council was
elected on December 18,1892, and
Bhai Jawahir Singh was elected
a
Secretary
of
the
Council.
*
-•
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Bhai Jawahir Singh
The work of planning the College buildings and estimating their cost was entrusted to Bhai Ram Singh of the Mayo
chool, of Arts, Lahore, while Sardar Dharam Singh
Gharjakhia, Executive Engineer, was specially transferred
from Bannu to Amritsar to supervise the construction of the.
buildings.
* The Khalsa College was duly registered
XXI of 18G0 on April 14, 1892.
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CHAPTER

IV

THE KHALSA COLLEGE SCHOOL
(1893-1897)
Khalsa School upto the Middle
standard, to begin with, was ien felt to be Dressing. A submanagement of the S
Committee to draft rules fo
was
and College, and the Board
April 23, 1893, and the Executive Committee was
by the College Council to make the necessary arrangements.
Owing to some of the owners of the land having been
away in Burma, and some other technical difficulties, the final
transactions in the purchase of land were delayed. Building
operations could not, therefore, be taken into hand immediately. The title deed for 101 acres of land was executed on
September 26, 1893, and was registered on the 30th. The
official entry was, however, completed on November 2,1893,
under No. 3573, Book No. 1, part 263, pp. 270-89. But the
date for the opening of the School had been fixed as October
22, 1893, by the Executive Committee in their meeting of June
18. and the necessary teaching staff had been determined
upon. It was, therefore, decided to start the School in the city
of Amritsar, and the house of the late Rai Bahadur Pandit
Behari Lai, near the Theatre-house of Lala Kanhaya Lai, popularly called Kanhaya Lai da Mand/nva. near the Hall
Darwaza, was rented for the purpose at Rs. 751- p.m.
&

The religious part of the opening ceremony of the School
was performed on the morning of Sunday, the 22nd of October, 1893, in the spacious hall of the School. There was a
large gathering of prominent Sikhs of the province and other
residents of the city of Amritsar.
After the ceremony was
over they all moved in a procession to the Town Hall where
arrangements for a public meeting had been made, in which
men of all shades of opinion partieinated. Among those present as reported in the Press (The Khalsa Akhbar) were: —
1. Mr. Bell, Principal, Government College, Lahore.
2. Mr. Warburton, Deputy Inspector General.
3. Mr. E. Nichol, Secretary, Municipal Committee,
Amritsar.
24
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4. Mr. Lytton, Cantonment Doctor.
5. Sir Attar Singh, K.C.I.E., Rais of Bhadaur, VicePresident, Khalsa College Council.
6. S. Jawala Singh, Col., Kapurthala.
7. S. Arjan Singh, Manager, Darbar Sahib, Amritsar.
8. S. Mehr Singh of Wazirabad.
9. S. Dayal Singh Chhachhi.
10. Baba Sumer Singh, Mahant, Darbar Sahib, Patna.
11. Bhai Bhagat Singh, Granthi, Darbar Sahib.
Amritsar.
12. Bhai Hira Singh, Granthi, Darbar Sahib, Amritsar.
13. S. Rai Mool Singh, Extra Asstt. Commissioner,
Amritsar.
14. S. Khushal Singh, Extra Asstt. Commissioner.
15. Rai Gagar Mai, Hony. Magistrate, Amritsar.
16. L. Sant Ram of Shikarpur, Hony. Magistrate.
17. Kh. Yusaf Shah, Hony. Magistrate, Amritsar.
18. L. Karam Chand, Hony. Magistrate.
19. L. Kuljas Rai, Member Committee.
20. Sardar Sher Ahmad, Deputy.
21. L. Nand Lai, Munsif.
22. Mian Imam Din, Munsif.
23. Bh. Gurbakhsh Singh Giani, Rais, Amritsar.
24. Mahant Gopal Singh, Akal Bunga.
25. L. Mul Raj, Vakil.
26. Pt. Bihari Lai, Vakil.
27. B. Gopal Das Bhandari, Vakil.
28. B. Makhan Singh, Vakil.
29. Pirzada Mohd. Hussain, District Judge, Amritsar.
30. B. Duni Chand, M.A., Master, High School, Amritsar.
31. Master Atma Ram, High School, Amritsar.
32. Master Ralia Ram, Mission School, Amritsar.
33. Master Ganga Ram, Government School.
34. Bhai Sant Singh, Sarishted r, Municipal Committee.
35. Bhai Ram Singh.
36. S. Gulzar Singh, Rais, Kalianwala.
37. L. Mangal Das.
*
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38. Mian Gulam Nabi, Rais.
39. S. Jiwan Singh of Mananwala.
40. B. Nand Singh, Munsif, Montgomery.
41. S. Hira Singh, Forest Department, Ajmer.
42. L. Ram Rakha Mai, Saraf.
43. S. Ishar Singh, Mahant, Malvai Bunga.
44. S. Bhagel Singh, Rais,
45. Munshi Gulab Singh of Lahore.
4G. Bhai Lahora Singh, Editor, Singh Sabha Gazette
Amritsar.
47. Bhai Avtar Singh, Editor, Akhbar
Gurmukhi
Amritsar.
48. Pt. Gopi Nath, Editor, Aklibar-i-Am, Lahore.
49. Bhai Sardool Singh, Gyani.
50. Bhai Hazara Singh, Gyani.
51. Bhai Atma Singh, Granthi.
52. Bhai Narang Singh, Granthi.
53. Bhai Meehan Singh, R.B. Hony. Magistrate.
54. Bhai Gurdit Singh, Rais.
55. Bhai Dana Singh, Rais.
56. Bhai Jawahir Singh, Secy. Khalsa College Council.
57. Bhai Gurmukh Singh, Chief Secretary, Khalsa
Diwan, Lahore.
58. Bhai Harbhagat Singh, Member, Singh Sabha,
Lahore.
59. Bhai Maiya Singh, Member, Singh Sabha, Lahore.
60. S. Chanda Singh, Hony. Magistrate, Lahore.
61. Bhai Partap Singh, Secy., Singh Sabha, Lahore.
62. Bhai Nikka Singh, Member, Singh Sabha, Lahore.
63. Bhai Mehar Singh Chawla of Lahore.
64. Dr. Jai Singh, Assistant Surgeon, Lahore.
65. Bhai Gulab Singh of Lahore.
66. Bhai Jai Singh, Mahant, Lahore.
67. Bhai Uttam Singh of Lahore.
68. Dr. Dalip Singh, Asstt. Surgeon.
69. Bhai Dit Singh, Gyani, Professor Oriental College,
Lahore.
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70. Students of Khalsa Boarding House, Lahore.
71. Members of Singh Sabha, Ambala, Rawalpindi,
Ferozepore, Jullundur.
Mr. J. R. Machonachie, C.S., Commissioner and Superintendent, Lahore Division, had been requested to preside at the
public meeting. He, however, had expressed his inability to
accept the invitation saying, "I have always throughout my
service in India endeavoured to keep the Sunday inviolate
from professional and other secular work, and I feel sure you
and your friends can respect the feeling that makes me desire
to do the same for the comparatively brief period that now
remains." Mr. W. Bell, who had been Secretary of the Khalsa
College Establishment Committee, and was then the Principal
of the Government College, Lahore, was the next choice of the
College Council. Mr. Bell arrived at 9-30 a.m. at the Town
Hall where he was received by Sardar Sir Attar Singh and
other prominent members of the Council.
Bhai Jawahar Singh, the Secretary of the College Council
and of the Executive Committee, in his Report referred to the
pitiable condition to which the Sikh masses had been reduced
for want of education. "The want of education", he said, "is
the root of all evils that have sprung up among the Sikhs. How
long can a people that labour under the ignorance of their
religious principles, that lack all sorts of modern sciences
and inventions, and that have so many internal vices, withstand deterioration in physical and moral strength
Partly from poverty and partly because of their traditional
surroundings, the Sikh youths have found little opportunity
for joining the larger schools and colleges
In short, religious education for the Sikhs is absolutely necessary. The
purely secular education imparted in the public schools is calculated, under the existing circumstances, to slowly but surely
obliterate the distinctive characteristics of the Sikhs and to
check the development of those qualities which enabled them
to attain so proud a position".
"The scheme of the Khalsa School which we are opening
today," continued the Secretary, "is, to some extent, a novel
and original one, as we have adopted our mother tongue, Punjabi, as the medium of instruction up to the Middle School
Examination. It is considered that this would facilitate the
acquirement of knowledge; but although this medium has been
adopted, we have not lowered the standard of Englsh. On the
contrary, English will be taught in our school a year earlier
than it is done in other schools
. . . . We will provide in our
school religious instruction with the secular; and the physical
training of boys will not be neglected. The latter will rather
form a special feature of the- Khalsa School."
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In a few chosen words Mr. Bell replied to the address and
hoped that the excellence of discipline and teaching of the
school would be a source of pride to the Sikhs and that "the
enthusiasm of the staff should be directed to the formation of
such a type of character as would enable the Sikhs to acquire
that intellectual and moral prestige which the Committee desired/' Mr. Bell expressed his pleasure that the experiment
' was to be made (and it was right
this school should
make it) of using Punjabi as the medium of instruction
upto the Middle School. There could be no better medium
for the teacher to use than the pupils' mother tongue
"
The first admission of boys into the school was made on
the next day, Monday the 23rd of October, 1893, Nine boys
were admitted on that day. Kartar Singh, aged 8 1 2 years, son
of Bedi Isher Singh, Shahukar of Amritsar, was the first boy
|to be enrolled. And Mihr Chand, son of Hira Lai, Labourer,
resident of Behrampore, District Gurdaspur, was the first nonSikh to be enrolled in the first batch. Abdulla, aged 7 years,
son of Wali Mohammad, a Kashmiri Rangfez of Amritsar, was
the first Muhammadan to be admitted to the School under No.
40, dated November 2, 1893. Bhai Mohan Singh was the first
Headmaster of the School with Bhai Latina Singh, B.A., as
the Second master. At the close of the first financial year,
on March 31, 1894, when the School had been in existence for
only five months and nine days, the staff consisted of ten
teachers whose names are given in the Appendix (1).
The number of students on the rolls of the School on that
day was 187 divided over
asses of the Middle and Primary Departments, including the Junior Special Clas
irted on January 22, 1894. Considering the number of
school s then already existing in the city, and the Gurmukhi
scheme not being very popular, to begin with, the numb t UL
may
Moreover it was
believed by many people that Gurmukhi was taught in the
Khalsa School to make the boys Bhais and Granthis omy.
The absence of text books in Gurmukhi was a great handicap
for the school, particularly on the side of religious instruction.
was
Nar
Punjabi Teacher, who pre;
for the benefit of the boys.
f-*

The necessity of havin
House
within
of the life of the
t>
was opened' m the middle of. November
Three young boys, about seven
became
years of age, were sent by their parents from distant places to
3e admitted into the Boarding House
or
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The Religious Committee of the College in their meeting
held in the Government College, Lahore, on September 6,
1894, had decided that " every boarder of the Khalsax College
-~
—
before
(Sikh
baptism)
Khalsa School
admission to the Boarding House. Each boarder musi
observances)
day to Nit Niyam
half
0should
complete
one
reading
If
possible,
every
boar
in fc>
illS
le whole Guru Granth
Middle
Examination.
Bhai
Teja
studies prescribed by
Singh, hambardar, Sri Takhat Akal Bunga, Amritsar, in his
letter of January, 11, 1894, addressed to Bhai Gurmukh
proposed
Sineh and Bhai Jawahir Sin
boys of the Khalsa School be administered at the Takhat
Sahib. The Religious Committee, however, decided, on FebBoarding
Gi
rury 18, that as a general rule the
House would administer Pallid to the boys of the School
the boys to the
though the practice of sometimes send
Akal Takhat might as well be continued.
Babu Hari Singh, Assistant Inspector of Schools, Lahore
Circle, had invited the attention of the School authorities to
some uniformity in the dress of the College Granthi and also
Jawahir
Singh,
wrote
of the boarders. The
Headmaster on July 15, 1894, that something ought to
be done in this direction, also wishing that the teachers too
vv'ore Chliota pagrees under their Safas.
It will, we think, be of some interest to our readers to
know something about the finances
Mi.
stage. Upto the end of the year 1892
College amounted to Rs. 1,15,517 10
Rs. 3,022 13 6, leaving a credit balance of Rs. 1,12,494|13|3
which Rs. 1,06,494 13 3 were deposited
Lahore.
the Agra
Bengal, Lahore, and
makes no mention of the "Newsp
which had been created by private don
(>! 11
amalgamated with the College funds. '
amongst individual donors was Rs. 936 7 6 received from
amongst the States were
Sardar Sir Attar Singh, and
on
om the
7
from Patiala and Rs.
8516
Patiala officials. In addition to this, there were the endowname of the College
ments of the States deposited
ban!
50,0001
Rs
State
Rs. 1,22,000|Kapurthala State Bank
Rs. 1,05,0001Nabha State Bank
Rs
75
Jind State Bank
-i

J

Rs. 4,52,000
*
.

.

-

^

*VM+

30
It is not for us to go into the details of the accounts for
the following year. The balance that stood to the credit of
the College on the 31st March, 1894, was Rs. 1,26,829|12|5.
To return to the School. There were a large number of
changes in the staff during the next two years due to the
death of trained and experienced Sikh teachers. Ont he 31st
of March, 1896, the number of teachers was 17, with two important vacancies of the Third Master and the Persian Teacher which were soon filled up. The High Department was
completed during the course of these two years. The 4th High
Class (at present called the 9th class) was formed in 1895,
and the 5th High Class in 1896. A Senior Special Class for
preparing Vernacular-Middle passed boys for the Middle
School Examination an English was started early in 1895.
Thus the School rose to be a full-fledged High School in 1896,
with 297 students, out of whom 239 were Sikhs.
The results of the Middle Standard Examination, then
conducted by the Punjab University, were very satisfactory.
In 1895 eight out of nine boys sent up for the Examination,
were declared successful, the ninth having failed in only one
subject for five marks and was placed in the list of 'Under
condiseration' cases. Three out of the eight passes won Public Scholarships. The pass percentage rose higher in the following year, 1896, with 25 passing out of 27 sent up.
It had been felt in 1894 that if the School could secure a
grant of a piece of land from the Amritsar Municipality and
have a building of its own constructed thereon, a considerable
saving could be effected in the long run. The Municipality,
however, could not make the grant. It was, therefore, decided on March 3, 1895, to purchase at Rs. 2|8|- per square
yard the land of Pandit Radha Kishan Kaul in the city and a
sum of Rs. 17,0001 - was sanctioned for the construction of a
building thereon. But as it was decided, not long afterwards,
to take into hand the work of building on the present site, the
idea of raising a building in the city was dropped, and the land
purchased was disposed of.
In the eleventh meeting of the Executive Committee held
on March 15, 1896, with Sardar Sir Attar Singh in chair, the
Secretary, Bhai Jawahir Singh pointed out that in the general
plan of the College building prepared by Sardar Ram Singh,
the site of the foundation stone had been left out. It was
then resolved that the College Dharmsala or Gurdwara be
constructed on the site of the stone.
as well as literary side." "Happily", he said, "
Boarding
completed by the middle of September, 1896
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House attached to the School in the city was removed to the
new Buildings. On the 19th of October the five Secondary
Department classes and the two Junior and Senior Special
classes were also shifted. The Primary classes remained in
the city only upto the end of the year. The transfer of the
School from the city of Amritsar to its new healthier premises
at a distance of about two miles was marked by a considerable
increase in the figures of the Secondary and Primary classes.
There was a little decrease in some of the Primary classes, but
this was soon compensated by new students attracted from the
neighbouring villages.
The steady progress that the School was then making in
different spheres of its activities was very encouraging, and
the Headmaster, Bhai Mohan Singh, in his Report for the year
ending with 31st March, 1897, had "every reason to hope that
the Entrance (now called the Matriculation) class will do very
well in their examination" and he wished the First Year Class
of the College to be started from the coming session for the successful candidates of the School. The Executive Committee
had already been moving in this direction and the Secretary,
Bhai Jawahir Singh, had requested Dr. John Campbell Oman,
a Professor in the Government College, Lahore, and a member
of the College Council, to suggest the courses of studies to be
adopted. Dr. Oman had submitted his suggestions on June 5,
1896, and they had been before the Executive Committee for
consideration.
0

Dr. Oman had rightly guaged the feelings of the Sikhs
interested in the College and the future of their community
when he wrote "that the Khalsa College, established by an
eminently practical race, should, as far as circumstances may i
allow of it, be something different or at least something more
than an ordinary Arts College; that it should have its practical
as well as literary side." "Happily", he said, "it is quite possible to give the Khalsa College a technical side and a most important and valuable one too without dissociating it, in any
way, from the local University or depriving its students of the
coveted distinction of a University degree and without much,
if any, additional expense". In addition to the ordinary Arts
subjects, he earnestly pressed upon the attention of the
Khalsa College Council the extreme desirability of introducing
the most important subject of Agriculture in the College curriculum. "The B.Sc. degree in Agriculture," said the learned
Professor, "would be a highly desirable degree, because the
knowledge acquired by the student in working for it would, in
many cases, be directly useful in after-life, most certainly so
to the landed proprietors, and, even in the case of men desiring
Government employment, ought to have a higher value for the

%,
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Settlement and many other
A. degree with

Departments than an ordinary

thing he pressed
of
was
having classes for Civil Engineering for the purpose of educating students for the diploma of Licentiate in Civil Engineering of the Punjab University which was equivalent to the
Assistant Engineer's certificate of Roorkee College.
The suggestions of Dr. Oman were highly appreciated by
the College Council, particularly by its Vice-President, Sardar
Attar
untimely
chief
1896
of Khalsa College, on
round many a plan that he had made
future glory of the institution.
In recognition of the most
valuable services of the Sardar to the Khalsa College, it was resolved by the College Council in their annual meeting held at
William
memorial
Gymnasium
premises
However, as we have seen above, the School
moval from
premises made
mation
into a College in fulfilment of the wishes of its promoters.
meetin
May, 1897.
wiii oe interesting to men
tion the admission of the first Raihaiiya Sikh boy, Gurdit
e.
oingh bv name, into the School. It is true that the Singh
movement had done a great deal for the removal
touchability from amongst the Sikhs. Sikhism recognizes no
distinction between man and man and stands for total abolition of caste prejudices. And, untouchability has no place in
the Sikh society. But in those days the Brahmanical influence
some
still continued to have its sway on the
oikhs who had not fully imbibed th e spirit of Sikhism in their
practical lives. Labouring under an inferiority complex,
these so called suppressed Sikhs were feeling shy of seeking
Kanhaiya
admission into schools.
N.W. Railwav, wrote a letter to Bhai Mohan
cr
Sin*7h, Headmaster of the School, requestin that Gurdit
law (and a grandson of Subedar
be ad
Major Mehtab Singh, Katra Ramgarhian, Ami
Headmaster was
mitted
matte l
Jawahir
He. therefore, referred the case to him
Committee
was
discussed by them on January 24, 1897
be brought forward for discus
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si on at the Council meeting, but the Headmaster be told to
ac lit the I ' to the School.
Since then there has never been any hesitation in the
nission of the Mazhabi Sikh boys to the School. In fact the
h Isa College has always welcomed and helped students from
the si tressed classes to the College and its ..hostels, and, for
fees, they have not unoften
their inability to pay th e
been lodged in the rooms attached to the College Gurdwara.
The T anaging Committee has further resolved to admit a fixed
srcentage of suppressed class students free to the College.
*

'

CHAPTER V
THE KHALSA COLLEGE AMRITSAR
THE FIRST YEAR (1897-98)
Mr. Vere O'Ratigan
Soon after the declaration of the Entrance Examination
results, the First Year Class of the College was started on
May 18, 1897, when the first admissions were made. The fee
fixed for the class was Rs. 2|-|- a month. The first boy to be
admitted was Sohan Singh, aged thirteen years, seven months
and eleven days, son of Bhai Sunder Singh of Amritsar. Six
other boys were enrolled on that day. The first Hindu student
to be admitted was S. N. Mitra, son of Mr. S. B. Mitra, Headmaster of a local school. He was No. 4 on the Admission
Register. Muhammad Hussain, son of Mufti Maula Bakhsh of
Batala, was the first Muslim student admitted under No. 13
on June 3, 1897.
It had been decided in the Exeeuti 3 Committee's meeting held on March 27, that Dr. J. Campbell Oman, D. Litt.,
F. C. S., F. L. S., be appointed as the first Principal of the
Khalsa College on Rs. 4001- per mensem. He had been a
Professor of Physical Science in the Government College,
Lahore, and had retired in 1897. He had been associated with
the Khalsa Colle e movement from its very inception, at fir;
as a member of the College Establishment Committee and
then of the College Council. He was then in England and was
not expected to return to India till about the middle 'of 1!
It was, therefore, agreed that Mr. Vere O'Ratigan, B.A.,
R. U. I., of St. Anthony's School, Lahore, be offered the Principalship temporarily on Rs. 3001- p.m. sIn response to the offer
made to him in the Secretary's letter I >. 415 of April 1, 18 7.
Mr. O'Ratigan accepted the post on April 8, and wished to
join on the 16th to be fully acquainted with the affairs of the
College by the time the College class was started. He
k
over the charge from Bhai Mohan Singh, Headmast . on
April 17.
The necessity of employing a clerk for the office of the
Principal was recognised by the Executive Committee on
May 16, and a salary of Rs. 15!- per mensem was sanctioned.
Bhai Mela Singh, a pensioner, was the first person selected
for the post.
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The year 1S97 saw an unhappy event regarding the payment of fifty thousand rupees promised by Baba (later on,
Sir) Khem Sigh Bedi of Kallar, Rawalpindi. The amount was
announced by the Lieutenant-Governor himself in his speech
c i March 5, 1892, saying, " l a m glad to hear also that my
f .end Baba Khem Singh Bedi, C. I. E., has promised a dona| tion of half a lakh. " But later on the Baba revoked his
promise, which, according to him, was contingent on the fulfilment of certain con ions wl .ch could not be accepted
according to the consti ticn of 1' \e College and the Baba w idrew his promise on April 3, 1892.
After some time the matter was referred to Mr. Nicholl,
the Secretary of the Amritsar Municipality, and, in reply to
his communication, the Baba wrote back on March 6, 1897,
saying, " as the conditions on which I wished to give a donation were not accepted, I was forced to apply that sum in
another charitable purpose." Mr. Nicholl sent his letter to
Dr. Sir William Rattigan, President of the College Council,
with the following forwarding letter dated March 7, 1897:
.'' MY DEAR SIR WILLIAM,

This is the Bedi's reply to my letter to hirn. No conditions,
so far as I know, were attached to the payment of the Rs.
50,0001 - promised to Sir James Lyall at the ceremony of
1: ing the foundation stone. I do remember his promising a
similar sum at a meeting of the Khalsa College Council on
conditions that I do not remember. I should like to go for
him again. What do you say ?,
Yours sincerely,
E. NICHOLL. "

Mr. Nicholl died soon afterwards and the question seems
to have been shelved for ever.
Mr. Vere O'Ratigan, the Principal, is said to have been a
good teacher and had won the esteem of his pupils. But some
unpleasantness cropped up between him and the Secretary of
the College Council, Bhai Jawahar Singh, and this robbed him
of the peace of his mind towards the close of his tenure. Mr.
O'Ratigan was confined to bed with fever. There was then
no medical aid available on the premises. He was, therefore,
advised by Surgeon Major Harran, A. M. S., of the Cantonment Hospital, " to shift to the Amritsar Hotel for closer
examination and convenient treatment. " He was away for
only five days and had during his absence made arrangements
both as to the supervision of the Boarding House, and as to
the College and the Entrance Classes which he taught. The
Secretary, however, took a different view. The Principal's
action in leaving the premises was said to have been irregular
in the Secretary's letter No. 99 of January 28, 1898, and he

was told, " Our President does not approve of your leaving
the College without the previous sanction of the Secretary.
Your absence must be held to be detrimental to the best
interests of the institution. Both myself and the President
have heard with regret that there has been no teaching to
the College class for some time at least. I must, therefore, askthat you will resume your work most earnestly and rrn up
any deficiency that may have since resulted. "
As Mr. O'Ratigan's agreement was due to e
e at the
end of April and Dr. Omen was expected to arrive in the
country early in May, the former was asked to i ake v\
charge of the Principalship to Bhai Kishan Singh, B. A.,
Headmaster of the School, on the afternoon of April 30, 1898.
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TER VI
©r. J.C. OMAN (1308-1809)
arrived at Bombay by s.s. Arabia
on the 6th of May, 1893, and took over the charge of x.. the
Principalship of the College on
Sir i,
the 10th. Bhai Kishan
3.A., the acting Principal, be3arne the Professor cf Mathematics.
DK. J O H N CAM

LL OMAN

The new Principal, st r *
lis work in right earn st. He
felt that the expenditure of the
• College could be reduced if the
I different sections could be mad*
self-supporting. Fie began by p ren a. i
posing to raise the
he hostel fees. The fo cschedule s wins: th c zTi exis
-^*o
ing and proposed rates of fe
Dr. J. C. Oman
which were accepted by the College Council in their meeting
of July 10, 18S ;, will I. ; read with interest.
.Primary
Current
Proposed
i
Class
0
1 0
0
1 6
0 1 6
n
0 2 0
in
0 2 0
o 3 0
IV
0 3 0
0
v
0 4 0
0
0
Secondary
Ton-Sikhs
Sikhs
Class
I
10 0
0 5 0
0 10 0
0 7 0
II
0 6 0
0 12 0
0 14 . 0
0 9 0
m 1 0 (
0 8
0
1 4
0
0 12 0
IV
0 10 0
1 4 0
1 8.0
0 15 0
v L 8 0 0 12 0 1 12 0 1 2 0
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Boarding House Fees:
Primary Department
-|2|- each.
Middle Department
-|4|- each.
High Department
-|6|- each.
Levied for the
College Department
-|8|- each. first time.
Dr. Oman in his letter No. 3 of May 25, 1898, had also
suggested to the Secretary of the Council to make efforts to
strengthen the financial position of the College by raising subs
criptions from the general public. But as very little hope of
public support was entertained by the members in the abov(
meeting, the consideration of Dr. Oman's suggestion was
deferred to some future occasion.
To enlist greater and more active support of the Government, it was decided to request Their Excellencies the Viceroy
d nd the Commander
of India, and His Honour the
v»
Go
miab to become the Patrons of
the College.
During the time of Mr. O'Ratigan a suggestion had been
made that a memorial in memory of the 21 gallant Sikhs who
had bravely faced several thousand Pathan tribesmen at the
fort of Saragarhi and had died fighting to the last man in
defence of their position be raised at the Colle \ in add' en
to others at Saragarhi on the spot, at Muktsar and Amritsar
(Guru-ka-Bagh). The site proposed was a piece of land
between the railway line and the Grand Trunk Road opposi
the Khalsa College. As the Government of India proposed to
finance the memorial in the city of Amritsar, later on erectec
near Queen Victoria's statue, and the Memorial Fund Committee was to undertake the construction at Saragarhi en the spot
of the heroic event, the College was expected to meet the
expenses of this memorial from its own funds. The College,
evidently, had then no funds to spare for this non-educationa
venture. The idea was, therefore, dropped.
The desirability of opening the Third Year Class in Maj
1899 was strongly urged by the Principal. The Honorary Secretary, Bhai Jawahir Singh, hesitated on financial grounds. He
thought that this forward step would necessitate the opening
of the Fourth Year class in 1900, involving considerable mil ]
nd recurring expenditure. Babu Attar Singh, Pleader, AmritMaiithia
and it was
rt

habitation between
the Railway Station and the College premises
tbsence
of quarters for the members of the staff was
in attracting good teachers. There had been
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robberies on the road and in the vicinity of the College. Travelling to and from the College between sunset and sunris-.
was not free fr: n danger. The Principal keenly felt this drawback in the effic it and successful running of the College and
urged upon the Dcretary the necessity of erecting a wall on
boundary of the College land facing the Grand Trunk Road
and
conveniences of electricity and water. But these constructions,
the Secretary said, could not be taken into hand for want of
funds. The Principal's proposal was, therefore, shelved for an
indefinite period.
Religions Instruction
The question of imparting religious instruction to the
Sikh youth of the College was always uppermost in the minds
of the College Council in those days, and the pick of the community, eminent Sikhs of high learning and great reputation,
is the following list would show, guided them in this important
matter. These fifteen gentlemen, with Bhai Jawahir Singh as
ex-officio sixteenth member, formed the Religious Instructions
Committee of the College, appointed in a meeting of the
Council on January 15, 1899.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
0.
11.
12.
13.
L4.
.

Sodhi Ram Narain Singh, Tikka, of Anandpur.
Bhai Sahib Arjan Singh of Bagarian.
Bhai Kahn Singh of Nabha.
Mahant Prem Singh of Sialkot.
Bhai Bhagat Singh, Granthi, Amritsar.
Bhai Mihan Singh, Lahore.
Bhai Gurdit Singh, Lahore.
;i
Bhai N :ka Singh, Lahore.
Bhai Maiya Singh, Lahore.
Bhai Partap Singh, Lahore.
Mahant Ishar Sin h of Malvai Bunga, Amritsar
Bhai Hazara Singh, Gyani, Amritsar.
>hai Dit ' ngh, G am Lahore.
S. Trilochan Singh, Amritsar.
Bhai Jawahir Singh, Ambala.

Dr. Oman was of the opinion that the land of the College
could be more easily improved if canal water could be secure
r imgational purposes. And he entered into negotiationwith the local canal officers.
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He 1
t the
• s me se\ al her plans fo aising
1
ti of t
liege to that of a first class educational
W(
of the great Sikh community as outlined
by
i his Note of June 5, 1896. In addition to Bachelor's
d:
3S, he was anxious to have Agriculture and Engineering
added to the currier
of Studies. But. as ill ck woi i
have it, differences arose between the Principal, Dr. Oman,
and the K aorary Sec, ry, Bhai Jawahir Singh, who was
accused of nepotism, ove earing temperament and unnecessary interference with the day-to-day work and internal
administration of the College. The efforts of Bhagai Lakshman
Singh, then editor of the Khalsa^ Lahore, to bring about a
c ipromise bore no fruit. The tussel continued for some
m aths and. ultimately, resulted in the resignation of Dr. Oman
from the Pr icipalship of the College.
:...
Dr. Oman was not only an excellent teacher of English
t rid ] hysical Science, with over three decades' teaching experience to his credit, but was also an eminent orientalist devoted
to the study of Indian Philosophy, with particular attention to
ascetic and mystic cults and creeds among the Hindus and
Muslims. His works on these subjects had won him great name
id fame. And it was hoped that with active association with
1 3 learned Sikhs of the day his sympathetic study of Sikhs
i
£ khism would one day result in producing some monumental work on their history and religion. But fates willed it
otherwise, and Dr. Oman had to leave the Khalsa College with
lis cherished hopes unfulfilled.
The
popularity
of
Dr.
Oman
may
be
gauged
from
the
;
arewell addresses presented to him by the Khalsa Diwan,
-imritsai\ represent g the various Singh Sabhas of the province, and by the students of the College. " We were flattering
^selves with the hope," said the address of the Khalsa Diwan,
lat the College would, under your kind control, one day
de jp into a fine first class Arts College in the province
l would open to the students, additionally to other educat n, a new line fc advancement in Agricultural and Engi?ering pursu 3. But, alas ! all our cherished hopes have been
it short by the announcement of your final resignation given
i ider circums
ces which have caused much sincere regret
to us."
Referring to the many reforms that the Principal wished
o intrc ce into the College, the students' address said: " You
id, we lieve, made up your mind to make this College a
first. Class College nd there
was
every
likelihood
of
your
being
:
succe
1 in your decis i but for certain reasons. We take
this opportunity of expressing our deep gratitude and thankfulness for your untirin fforts and many self-denials that
i
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you have so cheerfully made that our education might be more
thorough; and by your example and constant presence among
us, you have promoted a healthy and lasting desire for
already
which
advancement
Not
made yourself beloved but, as a father towards his children,
you have exercised your benign influence, and when in doubt
or trouble we have gone to you for your parental advice, it
has never been denied us."
Principal Oman, as we know, had been a Professor in the
Government College, Lahore, for over twenty years (18771897). There, too, he had been held in great esteem by his
pupils. When he went home on furlough in 1887, the enthusiasm
which the students showed at the time was remarkable. They
gave him a most hearty send-off; and previous to his departure,
his photograph was taken; it was nicely framed and Professor
Robertson was asked to suggest what lines of poetry would be
most appropriate to express the very loving manner in which
he always treated and taught his students. Mr. Robertson suggested two, each independent of the other . . . These lines
were:
• Stand by and mark the manner of his teaching,'
'Out of love I teach'
Dr. Oman made over the charge of the Khalsa Colle
A
Bhai Kishan Singh
Mathematics
afternoon of August 15, 1899, and sailed for England soon
afterwards.

•

*

*

History of the Government
0. Garrett, 1914.

i
»

'

Lahore, 1864-1914, edited

'
*

CHAPTER VII
MR. M. G. V. COLE (1900-1910)
BHAI KISHAN SINGH'S tenure of Principalship was practically uneventful beyond the change in the Presidentship of the
College and the visit of His Excellency Lord Curzon, the Viceroy and the Governor-General of India.
Sir William H. Rattigan, K t , Q.C.,LL.D., the President
of the College Council, had gone home on furlough ii \ the early
part of the year. Fearing lest his prolonged absence from India
might be detrimental to the interests of the College, he had
suggested to the Secretary in his letter dated Otterburn,
August 30, 1899, that a President might be appointed to act
during his absence; and in this connection he had mentioned
the name of Mr. Justice Gordon Walker. According to Article
24 of the Fundamental Rules of the College, Sir William
Rattigan held the office of the President for life. The appointment of only an acting President was, therefore, considered
advisable. To make room for Mr. Gordon Walker on the Council to enable his name to be onstitutionally proposed, the
vacancy caused by the retirement of Mr. P. G. Dalling?.r was
filled up by his election as a member.
Mr. Gordon Walker accepted the office but felt that as he
was soon leaving the country, the time during which he could
be of use to the Council was necessarily limited.
Sir William H. Rattigan returned to India early in 1900,
but as he was to retire soon, and Mr. Gordon Walker had also
left the country, his brilliant son and a leading member of
the Lahore Bar, Mr. H. A. B. Rattigan, Bar-at-Law, a member of the College Council, was elected as his successor. The
meeting of March 1, 1900, was the last to be presided over
by Sir William. The next meeting of April 22, was conducted
by Mr. H. A. B. Rattigan.
The appointment of a new Principal for the College continued to be a cause of headache for ten months. Writing to
the Secretary from Otterburn, on August 30, 1899, Sir William
Rattigan said, " I had hoped for a few years, until the College
had been placed on a sound basis, it would have been possible
to leave the direction in the hands of a European Principal.
But it is not easy to find a European who possesses all the
necessary qualifications, and I have come to the conclusion
I that we had better try the local market.
Several distinguished Sikh graduates are now in the field and J am
inclined to think we should try to secure a Sikh for the Head
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of the College. I have always regretted Bhai Mohan Singh's
disconnection, for he was an excellent teacher, and was very
earnest in his work. Of course, I am always aware that
owing to the unfortunate want of unanimity among the Sikh
members of Council a Sikh Principal would probably be induced
very soon to take up one side or the other, instead
of keeping a middle course; but I see no prospects of doing
better than trying a Sikh to guide a Sikh institution. I would
suggest the post being advertised and very careful selection
being made."
But the advertisement in a number of newspapers
attracted no Sikh to the post. Sodhi Sujan Singh, B.A., of
the Mohindra College, Patiala, a member of the College
Council, offered his services on Rs. 150|- P.M. (RS. 200|salary, that he was then drawing at Patiala, minus Rs. 50|to be deducted as his donation to the College). His appointment was obj ected to by Bhagat Lakshman Singh '' on the
ground that his offer to serve on Rs. 1501- per mensem i.e.,
on a salary less than he was getting at present, was no gain
when balanced against the fact that he had not# made English
his special study and had never taught it."( ) The objection was, however, overruled and the appointment was
approved of. But Sodhi Sujan Singh could not join as his
furlough was not sanctioned by his employers. He, therefore,
resigned the post from April 1, 1900.
From amongst the European candidates, Mr. M. G. V.
Cole, M. A. (of St. Catherine's
College, Cambridge), with Classical Tripos (1890), a young man
of 30, with nine years' teaching
lete, was selected to be the
experience, and an all-round athbest available man, and was appointed on May, 13, 1900, on Rs.
3501 - p.m. for the first year, and
Rs. 400|- thereafter. Mr. Cole
joined the College on the afternoon of June 13, 1900, and took
over the charge from Bhai
Kishan Singh.

•A
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i
Mr. M. G. V. Cole
._,_ __
It was in this
rev___.._. 18 March,, 1900
meeting that Bhai Jawahar Singh was relieved of Secretaryship for reasons
of ill-health and Bhai Partap Singh, Octroi Tehsildar, Lahore, was appointed
to take his place during his absence.
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The first two years of Mr. Cole's principalship passed
uneventfully on the College side. But there was a great
deterioration and set-back on the side of the management
particularly on the financial side. The finances of the Collegje
went down to the lowest ebb, verging on a state of bankruptcy,
and it was being seriously suggested by the highest authorities,
particularly by Sir William Mack worth Young, the LieutenantGovernor of the province, who was a patron of the College, to
abolish the College classes and to reduce the institution to the
manageable size of a High School. Bhai Ram Rakha Singh,
Superintendent of the Honorary Secretary's office, has thus
summarised the then state of affairs in a paper on Something
about the Khdlsa College read before the Khalsa College Staff
Association: "Party spirit was rampant in the members of
the Council, and even the members of the Staff were not free
from its evil effects. The confidence of the public was shaken
and there were visible signs of deterioration. The College was
now in a state of bankruptcy. For months together the staff
did not get its pay and civil suits were instituted against the
College authorities by the creditors. In short, there was a
set-back of a very serious nature and the things were going
from bad to worse which threatened the very existence of the
College . . .
" Before the year 1902 there were only four buildings
worth the name, i.e., a Dharamsala, College and School Hostels,
and the Principal's house. The College and School classes used
to be held in the dormitories of the College Hostel for want of
a proper building. The total strength of the whole staff of
the College and School was 24, among whom only 5 were
graduates.
a
There was no graded scale, and the pay given to an
Indian member of the staff, who was the only M.A. and was
Professor of Science, was Rs. 801-. The funds in the hands of
the Council stood at a respectable figure of Rs. 350|- which
consisted in G. P. Notes. And although the Sikh States held
a sum of Rs. 4,52,0001- in their treasuries on behalf of the
College, yet the annual interest was seldom paid regularly.
The donations and subscriptions from the general public were
a thing unheard of, and more often than not the authorities
had to borrow money to defray necessary expenses of the
institution. The number of pupils both in the College and
School did not exceed 251, and the number of boarders did
not go beyond 119.
" The compound was full of wild shrubs and thorny bushes
and there were huge mounds of earth and uneven ground
everywhere, bearing dreary aspect and a dreadful outlook.
Dozens of snakes were crawling about and there was a fear of
meeting one at every step in the night. When the foundations
of the Main Building were being dug up a large family of
snakes was excavated. The Cobras were also not uncommon
•
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in the compound. The place was not safe from thieves and
robbers. Nobody could dare come from, the city or to go from
the College after dusk. I fully remember that one Sunder
Singh, a student of the School, was robbed of his clothes, cash,
a watch, and everything else he had with, him while coming
from the Railway Station after sunset. This is, however, one
case out of many.
v
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^C " I n short, the College had lost the patronage of Princes
and confidence of the nublic. It lacked m funds, and friends . . .
It was passing through a grave crisis arid the highest authority
in the province had passed verdict for the total abolition of the
College classes."
ut this state of affairs was not to last Ions. The College
had a great and bright future. It only needed the guidance of
a master-mind whicn it so<~>n discovered in its hew Secretary,
Sardar Sunder Singh Majithia. Bhai Jawahar Singh had not
been keeping good health for some time and had offered to
resign his post a number of times. But every time he was
persuaded and prevailed upon to continue. The change, however, came in a peculiar manner.
Considering the critical position of the Khalsa College as
22,
manifested at the Annual Prize
1902, Mr. William Bell, the Director of Public Instruction,
Punjab, and a member of the College Council, under instructions from Sir William Mackworth Young, Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab, proposed in the meeting of the Council held
in the Government College, Lahore, on Saturday, the 8th of
March, 1902, "that the Council delegate ail its powers of
management and control of the College to a Managing Committee consisting of President & twelve members (five to form
a quorum) for a period of three years." After some discussion.
the motion was unanimously adopted, subject to a provision in
a subsequent resolution that "the Council will meet annually
to hear the report of the Managing Committee, at which meeting the Council will be free to offer suggesticns to the
Managing Committee." The following gentlemen were elected to constitute the Managing Committee
.
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1. H.A.B., Rattigan, Esq., Bar-at-Law, Lahore, President.
2. Wm. Bell Esq., M.A., Director Public Instruction,
Punjab.
3. S. Robson, Esq., M.A., Principal, Government College,
Lahore.
4. Bhai Jawahar Singh, Secretary, College Council.
5. S. Trilochan Singh, M.A., LL.B., Amritsar.
6. Sardar Sunder Singh Majithia, Amritsar.
7. Sardar Dharm Singh Soin, Assistant Engineer.
8. Sodhi Sujan Singh, B.A., Patiala.
9. Sardar Gajjan Singh, Pleader, Ludhiana
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10 Bhai Partap Singh, Lahore
11. Babu Attar Singh, Pleader, Amritsar
12. Bhai Gurdit Singh. Lahore
13 Bhai Arjan Singh, Bagarian
sy In the first meeting of the Managing Committee held
March 31. 1902
Government College, Lahore, Sardar
Sunder Singh Majithia was appointed
The
European members and the Secretary
Jawahar Singh,
the proposal of the President in favour of Mr. M.G.V.
Cole, the Principal, while the
members insisted upon
having a Sikh as the Secretary of the new Managing Com
mittee and proposed the name of Bhai Partap Singh, and, on
his withdrawal, that of Sardar Sunder Singh, who secured

Sir Sundar Singh Majithia

seven votes out of eleven against four for Mr. Cole. This
was a landmark in the history of the Khalsa College. All
powers, since then, passed into the hands of the Managing
Committee; and its Honorary Secretary, for all intents ana
purposes, became the ' master of ceremonies' under the guiding control of the President. And the all-powerful Khalsa
College Council became the constitutional head of the
institution.
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^ T h e youthful Secretary, Sardar Sunder Singh Majithia,
was comparatively free to devote himself whole-heartedly to
the College. He marshalled all his energies and powers of
organization to its advancement and before long signs of improvement became visible.
A School or a College depends mostly upon efficient teaching, and conveniences and attractions that it offers to its
students. All this, again, in turn, depends upon the financial
position of the institution and the buildings and teaching
equipments that it possesses.
\ / T h e first thing that Sardar Sunder Singh undertook was to
remove the inconvenience of the existing students coming
from the city. Amritsar city was then the main feeder of the
College, and the day-scholars coming from it felt greatly inconvenienced for want of proper conveyance. All European
Schools at Lahore and Rawalpindi had their own buses, and if
the Khalsa College could as well make similar arrangements, it
would not only, the Secretary felt, remove the existing handicap but would offer the much-needed convenience and add to
the popularity of the College by attracting larger number of
students from the city.
vThe Managing Committee next devoted its attention to the
improvement of staff. An impression that the Council was
always divided had led to intrigues in the staff itself.
It
had become a common practice among them to see the Secretary and the members direct and to look to their favours without caring very much for the constitutional method of securing
the recommendations of the Headmaster or the Principal.
This defect was immediately removed, and the Staff were
directed to always submit their representations through the
proper channel. Added to this was a thorough overhaul of
the Staff with a large number of changes./ The task of finding
suitable teachers did not prove to be an easy one. As the
attempt to find a trained Sikh had limited the sphere of choice,
and a low salary offered by the Managing Committee proved
no incentive to really capable hands under the then existing
insecurity of service, the post of the Headmaster remained
vacant from September 8,1902 to March 16, 1903. The names
of Babu (later on Sardar Bahadur) Bishen Singh B.A., District
Inspector of Schools, Sialkot, Bhai Daswandha Singh, Headmaster M. B. School, Montgomery, and Bhai Ladha Singh
B.A., Headmaster M. B. School, Sialkot, were suggested. The
services of Babu Bishen Singh could not be lent to the College
owing to some departmental rules standing in his way. Bhai
Daswandha Singh and Bhai Ladha Singh, one after the other,
expressed their inability to join the College. Sardar Sunder |
Singh Majithia at last appealed to the Panthic spirit of Sardar
Narain Singh, M.A. (English), LL.B., Pleader, of Gujranwala
who, " under strong persuasion and pressure from his friends
*
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consented to give up his profession and serve the national
institution." He had served as Headmaster of the Khalsa High
School, Gujranwala, for about three years and had taught
English to the High Classes in the Sanatan Dharm Sabha
School at Lahore for nearly 15 months. The appointment „
Sardar Narain Singh on March 13, 1903, as Headmaster on
Rs. 150|- p.m. was ' a very lucky catch ' for the Khalsa College,
and it introduced a healthy spirit in the staff. He took charge
of the School on March 17, 1903.
It was at this time that Mr. M. G. V. Cole, the Principal,
received a tempting offer of the Principalship of the Meerut
College, Meerut, on Rs. 5501- p.m. with a prospect of increase
upto Rs. 650|-within two years. As the Managing Committee
of the Khalsa College, owing to paucity of funds, could not
offer him like prospects, his resignation was regretfully accepted on March 31, 1903. The Government of the Punjab, however, came to the relief of the College with a grant of Rs. 200
p.m. for one year (to be spread over two years) towards the
salary of Mr. Cole, who was ultimately persuaded to stay on
in the College on Rs. 5001- p.m.
The collection of funds for the main building and the necessary adjuncts, and for the creation of an Endowment Fund
was a tough problem, but the perseverance of Sardar Sunder
Singh and the ,lar=sighted economic sagacity of Sardar Trilochan Singh combined with the organizing capacity of Mr.
Rattigan, at last conquered all difficulties and succeeded
placing the Khalsa College on a strong permanent footin
Those were the days when the goodwill and active sympathy of the high British officials were sure guarantees for the
success of social and political movements in this country. It
was with this thing in view that the promoters of the Khalsa
College had associated British officials of the province with
their movement and had invited the Governor-General of India
and the Lieutenant-Governors of the province to become
patrons of their institution. The Managing Committee
made similar
meeting of June 28, 1902,
request to His Honour the Hon'ble Sir Charles Montgomery
Rivaz K.C.S.I., Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab, and he
was pleased to offer his fullest co-operation in raising the
Khalsa College to the enviable status of the Aitchison College,
Lahore. During his visit to the College on April 15, 1903, Sir
Charles expressed the desirability of a speedy construction of
A good deal of more money
mam
complete
the Endowment Funds, and unless the Sikh community is prepared to show its practical interest in the institution by liberal
contributions, the Khalsa College will fall short of what its
founders intended it to be. This would be a matter of much
regret to those who, like myself, are cordial well-wishers of
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the Sikhs, and of not unmerited reproach to the Sikhs themselves." His Honour's sympathetic attitude »va$ further expressed in his Simla speech on the occasion of Mr. Macaulifrers
lecture on " the Sikh Religion and its Teachings " when he
remarked that if only the Sikhs themselves could exert for the
[achievement of this object he would be pleased to do whatever
was possible for the Khalsa College."
In a special meeting, held at the residence of the
President, the Hon'ble Mr. H.A.B., Rattigan, at Lahore, on
May 10, 1903, the Director of Public Instruction, Punjab, Mr.
William Bell, informed the Managing Committee of the keen
interest that Sir Charles Rivaz evinced in the affairs of the
Khalsa College. It was His Honour's desire, said Mr. Bell, that
the Khalsa College be to the Punjab what the M.A. College
at Aligarh was to the United Provinces of Agra and Oddh,
and that this Khalsa institution at Amritsar in the hands of the
Sikhs be such a success as its sister institutions at Aligarh and
Lahore were in the hands of the Muhammadans and Arvas.
With a view to facilitating speedy construction of the College
buildings and to express the interest that the Punjab Government felt in the welfare of its loyal subjects, the Sikhs, the
Lieutenant-Governor was pleased to grant Rs, 50,0001- to the
Khalsa College, desiring at the same tinr that the Khalsa
community would exert their utmost to raise within a year
the balance of Rs. l,50,000j- necessary for the construction.
Mr. Bell further informed the Committee that lie had also
been desired to give to the College whatever as istam * lie
could by way of advice, loan of the services to the College
authorities of competent teachers subordinate to him and
by pecuniary grants as far as possible.
The Managing Committee grate f;:ly accepted thn muriificient grant of half a lakh of rupees from the Punjab Govern
rnent and thankfully acknowledged the assurances of further
help.

t
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In the same meeting Mr. Bell proposed that a monthly
subscription list be started and that every member of the
College Council and the Managing Committee should subscribe at least one rupee per month towards the College funds
The European members, to was sure, would be glad to subscribe their quota towards the subscription. The proposal
was unanimously carried and the list was started from June,
1903, headed by the Hon'ble Mr. II.A.B. Rattigan, with
Rs. 15|- p.m. and Rao Gir-raj Singh, Sardar Dharm Singh,
Rais, Gharjakh, Sardar Bhagwan Singh, Judge, Chief Court
Patiala, Bhai Sahib Arian Singh of Bagariah, and Sarda
Sunder Singh Majithia, Rs. 101- p.m. each. By 31st March,
1904, the end of the financial year, the number of subscfi
bers rose to 134 paying Rs. 134|7|- p.m., the actual receipts
upto that date amounting to Rs. 1,419113
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^ h e Honorary Serretary of the Managing Committee
Sar
Sundar
Majithia, in his report for the year
1902-3, had posited out that a sum of Rs. 2,50,000|- was
mated to be the approximate cost of the main College Build
"Cr
adjuncts, the Gymnasium, Dispensa
mgs and
Workshop, quarters for the resident teachers., etc., and
that Rs. 2,50,000|- were required to be added to the Endowment Fund to raise the ollege to a level with its sister institutions, the M.A.-O. College, Aligarh, the D.A.V. College, Lahore,
and the Central Hindu College, Benares^
*SA deputation consisting of Sardar Dharam Singh,
Sodhi Sujan Singh, Sardar Trilochan Singh, Bhai Gurdit
Singh, Sardar Sunder Singh Majithia and some other wellwishers of the College visited Patiala. Simla, Ferozepore,
Malaud, Gujranwala, Gujrat, Abbotabad and Peshawar. All
the travelling expenses were borne by the members themselves. At Patiala a Committee was formed with H . H . the
Hon'ble Kanwar Sir Ranbir Singh, K.C.S.I., as President and
Sardar Bhagwan Singh, Judge, Chief Court, as Secretary. The
Kanwar Sahib took lively interest in the work of the committee
and succeeded in raising Rs. 35,0001- by the end of the financial year. Apart from private individuals, the Chief Khalsa
^iwan, Amritsar, with its energetic Joint Secretary, Sardar
Harbans Singh of Attari, and the Singh Sabha, Lahore (Shah
Almi Gate), raised Rs. 17,000]- and Rs. 5,000|- respectively,
and actually recrived in cash by the end of the year 1903-4,
Rs. 11,0000- and Rs. 3,500|- respectively.
As a result of these efforts, the College was soon able to
gain, in some measure, the confidence of the SiSkh public,
and there was a remarkable increase in the number of boys
in the school from 166 on March 31, 1903, to 268 on March 31,
1904. The Hon'ble Sir Lewis Tupp=r, K.C.I.E., Vice-Chancellor of the Punjab University, visited the College on March 26,
1904, and was favourably impressed with what he saw. "It is
remarkable", he wrote in the log book, "that Sikh parents
following English, rather than Indian, tradition should send
so many boys to be boarders at a public School. Two points,
in what I heard as to the School management struck me as
very good : viz. (i) that games are compulsory for all boys
except on medical certificate and (ii) that all Sikh students
have to attend service daily at the Dharamsala." S*
V
v/The Principal, Mr. M
who
de
Prize Distribution
of the College on January 22, 1902, was after some twenty
month's work of the Managing Committee vith Sardar Sundar
Annual Report for
to
with 31st March 1904, that "on the whole we
have a better recori this year than in any 1 since the
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foundation of the College, and I venture to hope that so far
as the internal management of this College is concerned, we
have safely tided over the very critical period through which
we were passing some two years ago. We have, I think I am
justified in saying, regained in some measure the confidence
of the Sikh public in our internal administration. With the
renewed interest in this institution, which has been aroused
among the Sikh Community, it should not be difficult to obtain the funds needed for improvements. As I have pointed
out, the limit of our accommodation has been reached and
I earnestly hope that a commencement may be made of the
new building without delay.
*s

4

It may be noted that with the establishment of the Chief
Khalsa Dewan at Amritsar, a new wave of enthusiasm had
come to the community. This was directly contributing to
the prosperity of the Khalsa College. Sardar Sunder Singh
Majithia and his co-worker Sardar Trilochan Singh were
putting all their energy and thought for the betterment of the
institution and the community.
v/

CHAPTER VIII.
ALL-INDIA SIKH CONFERENCE AT THE KHALSA
COLLEGE
April 12, 1904.
^ The golden maxim that "God helps those who help
themselves " came out to be literally true in the efforts of the
Managing Committee for the betterment of the College. The.ir
whole-headted exertions succeeded in attracting the attention of the Sikh community towards the sacred cause of
education for which it stood. The prince and the peasant, and
the rich and the poor, all came forward in a spirit of service.
The idea of an All-India Sikh Conference was set afloat.
Behind it was working primarily the creative energy of J3ir
Sunder Singh Majithia, the creative intellect of Safr'dar
Trilochan Singh and the creative art of Bhai Sahib Vir
Singh.
With the interest shown in the movement by
the venerable Chief of Nabha, His Highness Maharaja Sir
Hira Singh, a grand, and beautiful model of the old Sikhs
the other Sikh rulers came forward with more and more substantial help, y
At this time Lord Curzon. the Governor-General of India
who was also a patron of the College, visited the Phulkian
States. He exhorted the's rulers—the flowers of the Khalsa
community—to come to the rescue of the Khalsa College.
Added to this was the steadv and svmoathetic interest of
Major Dunlop Smith, CLE., the Political Agent, Phulkian
States, whose influence was greatly helpful in encouraging
these Chiefs to play their due part in the advancement of
their national institution.
The Government of the Punjab
was at the same time moved to request the Deputy Commissioners in different districts to co-operate with the College
Managing Committee and to impress upon the Sikh gentry
and other members of the community tr
s
ahead.
y^\
April 12, 1904, was fixed for the grand
conference. The ruler
Nabha, Jind, Kapurthala
and Faridkot lent their Shamianas and tents and other equip
for
decided to hold
on that occasion, one in the morning to be a conference to
raise funds for the College and the other in the evening for
the distribution of prizes to the successful students of the
institution.
52
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A huge rectangular space, some 300 ft. x 150 ft. in front
of the Gurdwara was enclosed by a Kanat of red Banat. More
than half of the enclosure was covered with Banat awnings
supported by silver poles. There were three entrances to the
enclosure, two facing east and west and the third on the
south. The arches of the entrances were beautifully painted
and the passages into the enclosure were all covered with
Banat.
On the pacca floor of the Gurdwara-platform was
placed a big dais which could hold as many as 25 chairs. The
place at the back of the dais was reserved for the press reporters, and on its two sides and on the unoccupied floor of the
platform were arranged rows of chairs, some 12 deep on each
side, thus forming a wide passage leading to the dais. Immediately below the platform were two blocks of chairs at the
end of which were two raised platforms for the boys who were
to sing Shabcds.
To the south of the passage, from east to
*s west, were two side-blocks with chairs facing the dais. Just
facing the dais was spread a carpet for the students who sat
in two rows leaving a passage 6 ft. wide. Behind the students
were cushioned benches which in turn had behind them more
than 500 School benches filling the enclosed space completely.
jfiApart from the richly decorated Darbar enclosure, th e
whole compound of the College presented the appearance of
a gay camp. The roads were lined with different types of
flags and buntings. In addition to the hostel buildings
occupied by the guests, there was a large number of beautiful
tents accommodating the officials and representatives of the
various Sikh States. The house of the Principal was occupied
by H.H. The Maharaja Sahib of Nabha. At night the whole
place was lit up by street lanterns, and the beat of the sentin e l s in their respective places and orders sounded in Military
precisioarAvere the only things breaking the stillness of th o
night.
^
With the dawn of Baisakhi clay, Samvat 1961 Bikrami,
April 12, 1904, the rattling of the carriage wheels announced
the arrival of the visitors. Admission to the Darbar
Shamiana was controlled by invitation-cards which had previously been sent to the invitees through Deputy Commissioners. Those who had no invitation-cards but had concession
tickets of the Railway were allowed to enter through the
southern Gate. It may be mentioned that the Manager of
the N.W. Railway had granted concession tickets to thebonafide visitors of the Conference permitting them to travel both
ways on single fares provided the distance travelled exceeded
50 miles.
Long before the appointed time, the whole enclosure which
could accommodate about 10,000 persons, was full, and still
there were many people standing outside. The scene inside
the banat enclosure and Shamiana with glittering silver chairs
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on the dais, and other chairs covered over with richly embroidered Silk tapestry, was simply grand and reminded one
of the Darbars of the days of His Imperial Majesty Maharaja
Ranjit Singh when the Khalsa was in their full glory. Military
Officers in their uniforms, the Darbaris in their gorgeous
flowing garbs, and the Sikh gentry in their long angrakhas*
and churidar pyjamas, added to the solemnity of the occasion,
and the joyful and beaming faces were the index of the
Khalsa spirit that filled their stout hearts.
At 8 a.m. the President of the morning Darbar, His
Highness Maharaja Sir'Hira Singh of Nabha, accompanied
Crown Prince
by. H^H.
Kanwar (latter on Maharaja)
Ripudaman Singh, arrived al
the gate of the Shamiana where
he was received by the President, the Hon'ble Mr. H. A. B.
Rattigan and members of the
College Council and the Politigent, Phulkian States. All
remained standing till the
Maharaja Sahib Bahadur had
taken his seat. On the right
e
of His Highness sat H.
Sardar (now Raja) of Kalsia,
H.H. the Kanwar Sahib of
Patiala and H.H. the Crown
Prince of Nabha. On the left
were seated the Hon'ble Sir
Lewis Tupper, Financial Commissioner, Major Dunlop Smith,
Maharaja Hira Singh of Nabha

the Political Agent, Phulkian States, and the President and
Secretary of the Managing Committee of the Khalsa College.
Behind His Highness were Sir Baba Khem Singh Bedi, K.C.I.E.,
the representatives from Patiala, Jind, Kapurthala and
Faridkot States, the Guru Sahib of Kartarpur, Kanwar Partap
Singh of Jullundur, Sardar Badan Singh, C.S.I., and a few
other prominent guests.
The Durbar opened with a sweet melodious hymn, from
the holy Guru Granth Sahib, "Ham Ghar Sayan Aye/' sung
by two groups of young students of the College, after which ,tJ
Sardar Sundar Singh Majithia, Secretary of the College
Managing Committee, read "An appeal of the Khalsa College"
issued under the signatures of the President and the Honorary Secretary, and printed copies of it were distributed to
the gentlemen present. The appeal was a well-written document. After briefly narrating the advantages of education, it
regretted that after the annexation of the Punjab to the
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British dominions in India, "The Sikhs had been left behind
all in this mental race. Though they possessed one of the
sublimest religions in the world and a perfect code of ethics
. and had lofty ideals before them, and though they were the last
ruling race in the land, from whose hands the reins of Government had passed into the hands of English rulers, still for
some reason or other, which may chiefly be ascribed to internal dissensions and a crushed spirit they kept on slumbering." Then it gave a brief history of the establishment of
the Khalsa College. ,
It also referred to the help given by the Sikh States, and
to the apathy of the general Sikh public. In fact the general
Sikh public had not been appealed to "and having contributed
almost nothing towards its funds they naturally feel no
interest in its existence."
"It is high time," said the
appeal, "that we should all make a combined effort and
make the Institution worthy of the name and a model one in
the province." *s
-'At the end the Appeal stated the needs of the College
saying, "Our wants are yet many and varied.
First of all
the main Building for the School and College is to be constructed as yet. At present the classes are held in the lower
storey of one block of the Boarding House. The rooms are
quite unfit and incommodious as class rooms. Not only that,
they are even insufficient in number. If the present influx
of students continues for some time more, we shall have to
refuse admission simply for want of room. Then there are
no gymnasium, no dispensary, no Masters' quarters, all so
very necessary
All these shall have to be built soon if
reputation is to be won and maintained for the institution as
a first grade College and School. The estimated costs for
these^Jbuildings are about Rupees three lacs.
^"Secondly, the staff requires strengthening both as regards efficiency and numbers. The present staff is incomplete and poorly paid. For want of funds we cannot secure
the services of first class men, and there being no prospects for
honest workers, even the second-rate men, whose services we
can secure, look upon this service only as a stepping stone
and slip off as soon as they get an opportunity elsewhere.
"Thirdly, no special arrangements have been made yet
for imparting instruction in those subjects for which the
College was specially designed. There arc no classes in
Agriculture, Engineering and Drawing, and no attention at
all is given to Military training. A mechanical workshop is
also badly wanted. ^
"Fourthly, there is no pension-and-gratuity fund for the
deserving teachers of the institution.
To attract best men
to the College and make them stick to it, it is of vital importance that ^ve must hold out some temptation to t'^m, of
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which they may avail themselves in old age after meritorious
service in the College.
"Fifthly, there is no Endowment Fund for Scholarships
and stipends, and in its absence one of the main objects of the
institution which was to enlighten the minds of poor but in- •
telligent Sikh youths is being sacrificed, for be it remembered that
Many a gem of purest ray serene,
In the dark unfathomed oceans, buried lie.
'"'"And it is the men of this class who, when educated,
make up the sinews of a community and push it up with
almost incredible speed.
"For the successful carrying out of these reform's about
28 lacs of rupees are required for the funded capital which
must come from the pockets of those who have the wellbeing of the Sikh community in their hearts and would like
to see it flourish and prosper."
"No one will doubt", the Appeal said in conclusion "that
the Sikhs are the most backward in education; but notwithstanding this they lack in none of the finer qualities of manhood and possess traits in their character such as simplicity,
straight-forwardness and truthfulness, which, if developed,
would make them ornaments of humanity.
Would you
suffer such a noble community to die for want of sound education? We believe, not. Hence it is that we count most
upon your generous help and hope you will be liberal in response to our appeal. To us every gift, however small, is
most welcome.
We are confident our appeal will fall on
willing ears, and God Almighty in His Infinite wisdom will
more than reward you."
S
Sardar (later on Sardar Bahadur Bhai) Kalian Singh
Mohtmid, Nabha, then addressed the audience on behalf of
His Highness Maharaja Sir Hira Singh, and further appealed
to all those present, the representatives of the Sikh States and
the Sikh general public, to do their best for raising funds for
the Khalsa College. He quoted passage from the speech
of His Excellency Lord Curzon, the Governor-General of
India, at Sangrur on November 10, 1903, saying:"
The
time is slipping away. The College remains unfinished, and
is hampered in its working, and the opportunities afforded to
the Sikhs of a free access to the advantages of modern education are sacrificed.
This is not as it should be. All the
Sikh chiefs and leaders, in fact, the entire Khalsa, should
join together to support this excellent institution with one
heart, and mind and voice. I hope that the Sikh States or
Darbars, and the principal men of the Sikh community at
large, will combine by annual subscriptions, and by an attitude
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of warm interest, to remove this cloud that rests both upon
the fortune of the College and upon the future prospects of
the Sikh race."
m
Comparing an educated and an uneducated
Kahan Singh said. " Here is a Sikh vouth edi
College before you, and an illiterate rustic standing by bis
side. Let us compare the one with the other. One has got
and the bodv nronerlv trained, and
had no opportunity for develop
mo i
facult
The one looks handsome, intelligent, wise nnd
prompt, and the other looks slovenly, backward and dull.
Both are villagers and belong to the same race and religion;
they take very nearly the same kind of food wri breath a
similar atmosphere, The difference is that one has education
it
Tf vc^} want our* nation to
and the other is wi
and enlightened, vcur oulv plan k
become educated, cr
do your best to make the College a success by
lerouslv towards its funds.
The speech of Bhai Kahan Singh was supplemented by
Sodhi Sujan Singh of Patiala.
The Secretary, Sardar Sunder
quested His Highness, the President,
to announce the help from
announcements were then made one

Singh Majithia, then reto ask the Patiala Darbar
The following
State.
after the other:

Patiala State (inclusive of the
Rs. 1,05,000|-) Rs. 8,50,000
old grant of
. . 1,75,000
Jind State—own donation
2,15,Ono
Subjects and Officials
. . 40,000
1
30.000
Nabba State—a new donation
65.4.S0-4 2,15,480-4
Subjects and Officials
Kanurthala State, own donation
Rs. 1,25,000!Subjects and officials, later on)
. . 1,00,000
Faridkot State own donation
1,50,000
. . 50,000
Sujects and officials
Sir Baba Khem Singh Becli
25,000
Kalsia State
10,000
Kanwars Partap Singh and Daljit Singh
of Jullundur
10,0 00
Sodhi Sahib Nau
Sin s
of. .
Kartarpur
7,000
Sardar Badan Singh of Malaud
6,000
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The Secretary, at the end, announced the donations from
the Chief Khalsa Diwan, Amritsar, and the Sri Guru Singh
Sabha, Lahore, and those that were promised to the
deputations.
Then poured in cash, in large and small amounts, and the
total amounted to Rs. 14,478|7|10i/o.
Kapurthala State band entertained the audience during
the interval with sweet discourses of music.
Sardar Bahadur Risaldar Partap Singh, then moved the
only resolution of the day :
TJtat all Zamindars do pay once only to the College
Main Building as their donation 6 pies in a rupee on
their Government revenue demand"
This resolution was passed amidst joyful shouts of Sat
Sri Akal, and all present promised to co-operate in carrying
it out.
At about 12 noon the proceedings of the Darbar came to
a close with a sacred hymn sung by the boys and prayer
offered by Bhai Takht Singh of Ferozepore. His Highness
the Maharaja then left with the same ceremonial as was
observed on his arrival. ^This function, indeed, was one of the
most glorious events in the history of the Sikhs since the
annexation of the Punjab, y
THE PRIZE DISTRIBUTION
The same arrangement of seats was observed at the
evening function as in the morning except that it was presided over by His Honour Sir Charles Montgomery Rivaz,
K.C.S.L, Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab. His Honour
arrived at the entrance of the enclosure at 5 P.M. and_was
received by the President and the members of the Managing
Committee. Half way to the dais he was met by His Highness
Maharaja Sir Hira Singh. As usual the meeting opened with
a religious hymn sung by the students of the College. After
the Secretary, Sardar Sundar Singh, had read his report, His
Highness requested Sir Charles to present, on his behalf,
Khilats of Honour to Sardar Sundar Singh Majithia, the
Honorary Secretary, Mr. M. G. V. Cole, M.AV the Principal,
and Sardar Narain Singh, M.AV LL.BV the Headmaster, for
the good work done by them, the first for promoting-the interests of the College and the other_two for the keen interest
they had taken in educating the students of the College and
School. The Secretary, Sardar Sundar Singh, having thankfully acknowledged the appreciation of what little he was able
to do, announced that he would credit the Khilat amount to
the College funds.
Sir Charles Rivaz then gave away the orizes. The most
distinguished prize-winner amongst the students was Bhai
«

*

Jodh Singh who had stood first in B.A. in the University and
won Fuller's Exhibition. In appreciation of his scholarly attainments, His Highness Maharaja Hira Singh was particularly
pleased to give him, along with other presents, a special
prize of a gold ring. In the words of Sardar Niranjan
Singh (now Sant Teja Singh), M.AV LL.BV officiating Principal,
in his Annual Report of the College for 1904-5, Bhai Jodh
Singh's achievement was " an event which has never taken
place in the history of any Punjab College outside Lahore."
Who knew then that this young man was going to win fresh
laurels, in due course, by again standing first in M.A. (Mathematics) ?
At the conclusion of the prize-giving, His Honour Sir
Charles Rivaz addressed the meeting in the following terms :
" Your Highness, Sardars, Raises, ladies and gentlemen,
I trust that this will be a memorable day in the annals of the
Khalsa College, a day that in future years will be looked back
to as the turning point of its fortunes. When my predecessor
Sir William Macworth Young visited this institution in January
1902, shortly before he relinquished office, he found that its
condition afforded ground for considerable anxiety and that it
had not made a thoroughly successful start or obtained the
confidence of the public. It seemed to me obvious that unless
a determined and united effort was made by the whole Sikh
community, high and low, to come forward with liberal assistance, the Khalsa College was inevitably doomed either to
collapse altogether or to degenerate into a condition which
would be very far below the aims and the aspirations of those
who conceived and started the project of a National Sikh College. I resolved, therefore, to appeal to His Highness the Raja
of Nabha as being the most venerated and influential of the
presnt leaders of the Sikhs, to exercise his great authority and
demand of all Sikhs that they should co-operate heartily and
effetively in a matter which is to them truly one of national
concern, and that they should provide by unstinted donations
the means of completing the Khalsa College and enabling it
worthily to fulfil the objects for which it was intended. To
this appeal His Highness Raja Sir Hira Singh responded most
unselfishly and patriotically, and notwithstanding his advanceing years and somewhat indifferent state of health, promised
to come to Amritsar and preside over a meeting in which
representatives of Sikhs of all classes and ranks would be invited to attend. That meeting was held here this morning,
and I am glad indeed to learn that it was so well attended and
proved so conspicuously successful.
" If this College is to fulfil the praiseworthy aim of 113
founders and to serve as a centre of education for Sikh boys,
providing them with the means of keeping abreast intellectually of boys of other communities in this province, while
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at the same time making special arrangements for their religious nnd moral instructions as true Sikhs, it is absolutely
essential that in connection with its management all party discord and faction should be eliminated. In dealing with the
affairs of the Khalsa College there must be no Lahore party
or Amritsar party, no Majha party or Malwa Party. The
success of this institution can only be assured by the united
co-operation of the whole Sikh community, and the only
rivalry between Lahore and Amritsar or the Majha. and Malwa
must be one of the generous competition in best furthering
their common interest.
" And, as regards the Punjab Government, I can assure
all present here today that it is deeply interested in the welfare
of the Khalsa College, and I am prepared to supplement the
subscriptions which wex^e promised at this morning's meeting,
when they are realized, with a grant of Rs. 50,000 from Provincial revenues to the Building Fund, and shall always be
ready to do all that lies in my power towards assisting in the
successful development of so important and interesting
institution."
His Honour's speech, the President
:1 Managing Committee, the Hon'ble
anked Sir Charles Rivaz, His HighA
inerh, the other Sikh Chiefs and the
Hir
rreneral public, and the Government Officials, for the most
generous help that they had rendered to the Collerro in making the two meetings of the day so successful. Ho trusted
build the
that the College Committee3 would soon be able to b\
mient the salaries
sala r«os of their profesmrun block nnd also to augment
s e s to be able to attract to the College the best available men.
MAIN BUILDING FOUNDATION-STONE CEREMONY
The ceremony of laying the foundation-stone of the main
building of the College was performed by His Honour Sir
Charles Rivaz on November 17, 1904. Two beautiful si a ?
sliamianas, enclosed on three sides by red banat walls, were
put up for the occasion in the open maidan in front of the
College Gurdwara. Sir Charles arrived at the entrance at
4-30 P.M and was received by the Honorary Secretary, Sardar
Sundar Singh, and members of the Managing Committee. The
President, the Hon'ble Justice H. A. B. Rattigan, could not
be present owing to his official engagements.
The Secretary in his address informed His Honour that
a. very substantial progress had been made in the collection of
April 12, when the great Sikh conference w
Colle
The Endowment Fund which
had opened on April 1, 1904, with a credit balance of
Rs. 4,76,026
14,83,70311 -. And the
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Main Building EnGowment Fund, which had then a credit
balance of only Rs. 12,927 2 4 had been multiplied practically
twenty times, and, with the addition of Rs. 2,52,541,
total of cash available under that head stood at
Rs. 2,65,469|1|11. "The enthusiasm", said the Secretary,
" which was then awakaned and so zealously fostered by the
Sikh Ruling Princes as well as by the Sardars, Raises and
Sikh Military Officers has resulted, we are glad to report, not
only in the realization of a handsome sum of money from
donations and subscriptions, but it has also aroused the Sikh
public to take practical interest in their National institution,
an interest which they have shown in a practical manner by
sending their sons here for tuition. The number of our >students has increased by more than 100 since the Jalsa, and of
this increase the great majority are, we are glad to say,
boarders. The total number now on the rolls is 449. So
rapid, indeed, has been the rate at which the new boys have
poured in that they have overflowed the limits of our accommodation and we have been compelled to utilize class-rocms
and tents to accommodate the increasing number."
In reply Sir Charles Rivaz, while heartily rejoicing over the
happy results of the Baisakhi conference and congratulating
the Managing Committee on their laudable efforts, sopnded
a note of warning " that the future success of the Khalsa
College must necessarily depend not on periodical spasmodic
efforts, however vigorous these may be, but on the steady
and sustained interest and action of the whole Sikh community, high and lew, and on an unswerving deten im^t.lon
on their part to create, equip and maintain institution which
will be fully qualified in all respects td provide for the educational requirements of the great Sikh people
C3

*C7.

His Honour was then conducted to the raised platform
where the stone, with the inscription given at the end of tin
chapter, was hanging from a pulley. With a beautiful ivoryhandled silver trowel, he took some mortar from a silver tray
held by Sardar Dharm
The stone was then lowered fry
and placed it under
„_
„^to^
working on a crane. Tapping it with the
trowel, Sir Charles declared that " the Stone w. 5 truly and
firmly laid." The silver trowel and tray were then presented
by the Secretary to His Honour who was kind enough to
accept them.
At the end of the function Sir Charles inspected the plan
and the elevation of the College building and also the Head
master's quarters and greatly admired the architectural
design which was expected to add
of the proposed buildings. He congratulated Sardar Ram
Singh, the Vice-Principal of the Mayo School of Arts, Lahore,
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for his artistic skill and labour of love in producing such
marvellous design worthy of the great Sikh institution.
INSCRIPTION ON THE FOUNDATION STONE OF THE
MAIN BUILDING
I

Vidya vichari ta par-upkari.
Ik Onkar Satgur prasad.
Khalsa\ College Sri Amritsar di waddi imarat da ih
patthar Sri Hazur Sir Charles Rivaz Sahib Bahadur
K.C.S.I., Lieutenant-Governor Panjab ne rakkhia
miti 3 Maghar Sammat 435 Guru Nanak Dev,
mutabik 17 November, 1904. .

1

\

The Foundation Stone of the Khalsa College Main Building
was laid by H. H. Sir Charles Montgomery Rivaz,
K.C.S.I., Lieut .-Governor of the Punjab on
17th November, 1904,
3rd Maghar 435 Guru Nanak Dev.
The central marble arch of the main porch of the main
College Building bears the following inscription :
i
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Ik Onkar Sri Wahiguru ji ki Fateh.
Guru-prasadi Vidya vichare
Parh parh pave man.
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CHAPTER IX
Mr. M. G. V. COLE (1900-1910) (Continued)
Prof. Niranjan Singh Mehta, Officiating Principal
(February 12 to October 9, 1905)
College building was supervised
THE constructi
ponded to the
Sardar Dharm Singh, C.E., who willingly
services
Managing Committee and placed
honorarily at their disposal.
As a result of the All-India Sikh Conference, the Endowment Fund of the College rose to a respectable figure of
Rs. 15,30,47710|6 ; and the main Building Endowment Fund
went up to Rs. 3,28,480|9|11 by the end of the financial year
1904-1905. ..
The increasing popularity of the College attracted a number of smaller special endowments for prizes and medals for
the encouragement of students. Sardar Sahib Atar Singh, retired Superviser of the Public Works Department, donated
Rs. 2,100|- in Government Promissory Notes, and Bawa
Parduman Singh, Pleader, of Multan founded a silver medal
to be styled the "Guru Angad Silver Medal." An anonymous
donor contributed a sum of Rs. 2,5001- for a gold medal to be
given to a student of the College who stood first in a special
test examination in Punjabi prose and poetry. This gold
medal was to be called Bhai Dit Singh Gold Medal in
memory of the well-known Sikh Scholar Bhai Dit Singh Giani,
the Editor of the Khdlsa Akhbar, who died on September 6,
1901. The first gold medal, as decided by the donor himself,
was given to Bhai Aya Singh who composed in Punjabi An
Appeal for Funds on the occasion of the All-India Sikh Conference held on April 12, 1904.
Rani Bhagwan Kaur of
Majitha, later on, added three stipends for needy students from
the funds of the Samadh or Mausoleum of Sardar Desa Singh
Majithia, the father of the well-known Sardar Lehna Singh
Majithia.
Sir William Rattigan, K.c, M.P., Life-President of the
College, died in June 1904. He had been one of the very
sincere well-wishers of the College and had contributed a great
deal to its advancement. The Managing Committee, therefore, decided in their meeting of October 29, 1904, to perpetuate his memory by a Gold Medal styled as Rattigan Memorial
Gold Medal to be awarded to a student of the College standing
first in the Arts faculty (in the B.A. Examination). It was
at the same time decided that a life-size oil painting of Sir
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William be hung in the College hall. This decision was later
on modified in favour of a dispensary to be erected on the premises of the College and called the Rattigan Memorial
Dispensary.
,
,
A valuable addition to the staff of the College in 1904
was made in the person of Sardar Niranjan Singh Mehta, M.A.,
LL.B V who joined the institution as Second Professor of English
on Rs. 150 P.M. Sardar Niranjan Singh was an Assistant
Superintendent in the Salt Department at Rajanpur. He was
invited by the Honorary Secretary, Sardar Sundar Singh
Majithia, to come and serve the College." Sardar Niranjan
Singh obtained a year's leave without pay from his department
and joined the College on June 9, 1904, and agreed to stick to
his post after the expiry of his leave if his services were found
useful. He is the same gentleman who, later on, after baptism
at the hands of Sant Attar Singh, was renamed Teja Singh
and is now known as Sant Teja Singh.
The Principal, Mr. M. G. V. Cole, proceeded to England in
February, 1905, on eight months' furlough, and Prof. Niranjan
Singh Mehta was appointed as Officiating Principal in his
place from the afternoon of February 11, to October 10, when
Mr. Cole resumed his office on his return.
The College Council, as we know, had in the first instance
on March S, 1902, delegated their powers of management and
control of the College to the Managing Committee for only
three years. The Committee had fully justified its appointment and existence by the amazing progress that the College
ilad made during the last three years. It was, therefore; decided by the Council in their meeting of March 26, 1905, to confirm the existing arrangements and to re-appoint the Managing Committee for a further period of three years on the same
terms as those of the first Committee. The number of the
members was, however, increased from 13 to 21. The arrangement had been found to be successful, and since then the
management and control of the College continues to be in the
hands of the Managing Committee appointed from time to time
matics in 1906, standing first in the University, proved not
The year 1905 saw the establishment of the chair of
Divinity in the College, and Bhai Jodh Singh, M.A., was selected
for the post and was appointed the first Professor of Divinity
from June 1, 1905.
Tt had been felt for some time that religious institution to
the College students could only be imparted by a distinguished
scholar of Sikhism, with a good study of comparative religions.
Bhai Jodh Singh, who passed his M.A. examination in Mathematics in 1906, standing first in the University proved not
only to be a good mathematician but promised to be a very
successful theologian.
And he has rightly fulfilled the
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promises of his youth by attaining to heights in religious
scholarship parallelled by only a very few scholars among
the Sikhs.
may not be out of place to mention
then an easy
Divinity was
Sin
as Professor
authenticated lives of the Sikh Gurus
ono There were
and no authoritative commentaries on the Sikh scriptures.
The Sikh religion had not been considered as a new dispensation.
Studied attempts had been persistently made, and
were even then continued in certain quarters, to explain it
as one of the numerous sects of Hinduism.
The existing
commentaries did not explain what was
Sikh
distortin
Gurus, but tried to prove the above ass
nors own
fancies.
movement
om
Hinduism
Some round work had already been covered
by the early workers of the Singh Sabha m wement. The
other eminent scholars like Bhai Kahan Sim i h d taken LID
the field. All this came handy. Inspired by the ideals of
Singh Sabha Bhai Jodh Singh discharged the duties entrusted
to him as Professor Divinity. His publications like the Sikhi
Ki Hai (What is Sikhism ?), Guru Sahib te Ved (The Gurus
and the Vedas), Gurmat Nirnay (The Philosophy of Sikhism),
A Paver on Sikhism, Caste and Untouchabilitv in Sikhism, etc..
m
ed a source of informat
and inspiration
a student and scholar and have helped in giving Sikhism its
rightful place in literature.
On December 11, 1905, the College had the honour of
a visit from Their Royal Highnesses the Crown Prince and
Princess of Wales who later on ascended the throne of
England as King George and Queen Mary.
Their Royal
Highnesses were received at the College by distinguished patrons of the institution like Their Highnesses the venerable
Maharaja Hira Singh of Nabha, Maharaja Bhupindar Singh
of Patiala, Maharaja Ranbir Singh of Jind, Maharaja Jagatjit
Singh of Kapurthala, His Honour Sir Charles M. Rivaz,
Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab, the Hon'ble Mr. Justice
H.A.B., Rattigan, President, Sardar Sundar Singh Majithia,
the Honorary Secretary, and the members of the College
Council. In reply to the address presented to him by the
President, His Royal Highness Prince George, in a few chosen
words, thanked the College Council for the sentiments they
had expressed, and said, "I appreciate highly the manly
qualities of the Sikhs, their loyalty and devotion, and it affords
me sincere pleasure to find that they have realised the importance of education in the present age and have taken
steps to promote its spread among themselves. The future
success of the movement depends on their steadfastly maintainJ.
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ing the effort they have initiated. With the continuing
interest of the venerable Raja of Nabha, who has done so
much for the institution, and with all ranks co-operating,
success should be assured." Before the close of the function,
Prince George sanctioned one of the scholarships recently
raised to be called after his name and a sum of rupees two
lacs was subscribed on the spot as follows:
H.H. The Maharaja of Patiala . .
Rs. 1,00,0001H.H. The Maharaja of Jind
..
Rs.
50,0001H.H. The Maharaja of Nabha
..
Rs.
50,000|The Scholarship was to be called the "Prince of Wales
Khalsa College Foreign Scholarship." Three lacs of rupees
were to be collected for the purpose and at least one Sikh
student was to be sent every year to some foreign University
for advanced studies.
The Royal visit to the College was commemorated by
the presentation of two photographs of their Royal Highnesses, with their autographs, later on sent from England. These
photographs are hung in the Principal's office.
Sardar Dharam Singh, C.EV was then in charge of the
building operations of the College. With reference to his
honorary services, Major John Hill, a member of the Managing Committee, in the course of a discussion once remarked
that "Labour of Love was nonsense." This gave offence to
the Sikh members of the Committee who felt that Major Hill
had indiscretely attacked and hurt the Sikh sentiments regarding Sewa or service. Not long afterwards, resentment
on this point burst out like a flame and created a huge commotion among the student community. The Government of
the Punjab, then considered to be a very loyal province, suspected therein germs of political disaffection and feared lest
the youth of the Sikh community, then known as the most
loyal of all Indian communities, should catch the contagion
spread by the activities of the Bengalis and Poorbias.
For
some time past it had been reported to the Government that
the students of the College had been considerably affected by
the political agitation in the country and that the Managing
Committee had failed to mould them into loyal subjects of
the British Crown. To keep the Sikh youngmen, educated
at the College, away from politics that then agitated the minds
of the Punjabis, particularly Sikhs of the colony districts, the
Government made up its mind to take the control of the
institution into their own hands.
On January 25, 1907, Sir Charles Rivaz, the LieutenantGovernor of the Punjab, paid a visit to the College and inspected the building under construction.
The same day a
meeting of the Managing Committee was held.
There the
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President, the Hon'ble Mr. Justice H.A.B. Rattigan, stated that
"it was clearly the opinion of His Honour that in view of the
past difficulties and in order to accelerate matters, it would
'• be better if the Committee decided to engage the services of
a thoroughly competent and independent Engineer and Builder for the purpose of supervising this most important work.
>' The Committee had the only option of adopting the suggestion that emanated from so high an authority as the Lieutenant-Governor of the Province; and the honorary services of
Sardar Dharam Singh, C.EV were terminated by a resolution
of vote of thanks proposed by the President and seconded by
Mr. John Hill. It was recorded, that "it was in no way a
reflection on his work that they were taking the course in the
terms of Resolution No. 172. The Committee had full confidence in him and the President was very glad to propose
'ithat a vote of thanks be passed for the honorary services of
Sardar Dharam Singh''.
It was further resolved that the supervision of the building
operations should be entrusted to such competent person as
Mr. DuCome Smith, the Chief Engineer to Punjab Government, P.W.D., should select and that the salary of the Super
vising Officer should be fixed at such sum as Mr. DuComej
Smith recommended. This was the first step towards officialising the management of the College. It, however, took
eighteen months before the services of an Assistant Engineer,
Sardar Sahib Balwant Singh, were lent by the Punjab Government to the College and he took charge of the construction
work in July, 1908.
In persuance of this resolution a European Engineer was
\5ent by the Department but the students of the College did
not take kindly to him. The Government was, therefore,
obliged to find a Sikh substitute. The demonstration on
behalf of the students, however, confirmed the determination
of the Punjab Government to officialise the management of
the College so as to make it safe from the new political stir
in the country.
Tlje second term of the Managing Committee of_ the
College was to expire on March 30, 1908, and a new Committee was due to be elected for the next term. But the constrfution of the Managing Committee was objected to by the
Punjab University on the report of a Committee appointed
by them for the inspection of the College. That Committee
had pointed out that without a revision of the Fundamental
i Rules of the College Society the Managing Committee had no
. legal standing.
The new Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab, Sir Louis
William Dane,
ittee consisting of :
1. The Commissioner, Lahore Division, Chairman.
»«
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2. The Director of Public Instruction, Punjab,
3. Sardar Bahadur Risaldar Partap Singh of Faridkot. and
4. Sardar Sundar Singh Majitfcia,
to consider and advise on the proposed revision of the Fundamental Rules of the College. The draft rules prepared by
this Committee were, after some alternations, approved of
by the Government on April 11, 1908.
The Hon'ble Justice H. A. B. Rattigan, the President of
the College Council and Managing Committee, had submitted
his resignation in anticipation of the impending changes. At
the request of the Lieutenant-Governor, he had, however,
agreed to withdraw his resignation to preside at the last
meeting of the Council under the old rules.
This meeting was held on May 10, 1908, in the Government College, Lahore. To give effect to the new rules, it
was proposed {inter alia) that the Commissioner of Lahore
Division ex-officio be appointed President of the Khalsa College
Council and that an Executive Committee of 32 members be
formed in terms of Article 39 to consider the proposed rules
as required by Article 80 of the then existing constitution.
The President, the Hon'ble Justice K.A.B .Rattingan, while
formally proposing the election of the new President, hoped
that the appointment of the Commissioner of Lahore Division
Ex-officio President of the Khalsa College Council would
naturally benefit the institution.
Sardar Harbans Singh Atariwala raised an objection to
the motion of the President saying that under the rules an ^
ex-officio President could not be elected. This objection was
over-ruled by the President. Sardar Gajjan Singh, Pleader,
then pointed out that the Commissioner ex-officio could only
be elected as President if he were a member of the Council.
It was, therefore, agreed to elect him at first as a member in
place of Col. Hutchinson. The original motion as amended
was agreed to, nern. con., and the Hon'ble Mr. R. E.
Younghusband was elected as President.
The President then put forward for the approval of the
Council a list of 32 names, which had been suggested on territorial basis by the Government of the Punjab, in consultation
with the States, as fit and proper persons to be elected as
members of the Executive Committee. This was unanimously
agreed to.
Ten days later, on May 20, 1908, a meeting of the Executive Committee was held in the Civil Rest House, Amritsar,
he new draft rules, with a few amendments, were passed.
ccording to the new constitution, the College Council
was tovconsist of 58 members. Of these 5 were to be nominated
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by the Government and 25 by the Sikh States ; 26 were to
be selected from the Britsh Districts, and 2 to be elected by
Sikh graduates of the Punjab of 3 years' standing/ Members
representing British districts were to hold office for life, while
. those nominated by the Government and the States were to
do so during the pleasure of the nominating authority. The
Secretary of the Council, to be appointed and removed by
Government, was also to be Secretary of the Managing Committee. The endowments of the College consisting of Promissory notes, debentures, stock and other securities, were,
with the permission of the local Government, to be vested in
the Treasurer of Charitable Endowments. ^Of the 17 members, which the Managing Committee was to consist of, the
-Chairman, the Vice-Chairman and one other member were
to be nominated by the Government. Six members were to
be nominated by the five Sikh States, Patiala, Nabha, Jind,
Kapurthala, and Faridkot, Patiala nominating 2, and others
1 each..
VThis new constitution placed the College entirely in the
hands of the Government of the Punjab. The new Managing
Committee, under the new constitution, consisted of the Commisioner of the Lahore Division, the Hon'ble Mr. R. E.
Younghusband, as President, the Deputy Commissioner of
Amritsar, as Vice-President, and the Director of Public Instruction, Punjab, as the third official nominee of the Government.
The Principal, Mr. M. G. V. Cole, was an Englishman. The
six nominees of the States were, perhaps, more loyal to the
British Crown than many Englishmen. Of the representatives
of the British districts, Sardar Trilochan Singh M.AV LL.B V
the representative of the Sikh graduates, had always kept himself aloof from active politics. Sardar Sunder Singh Majithia,
through whose efforts the College had risen to such a height
of efficiency, could not be easily ignored. His meritorious
services for the successful advancement of the College as
Honorary Secretary for the past six years were too many
and too glaring to be lightly set aside,
All this, however, had no visible effect on the academic
life of the College/ On the other hand, according to the
Annual Report of the Principal, Mr. M. G. V. Cole, for the
year 1908-1909, submitted to the Secretary of the Managing
Committee on June 21, 1909, " the reconstitution of the
College Managing Committee on the lines indicated by the
Government and the University has served to place matters
on a more definite basis and is having a wholesome effect
upon the general development and progress of the institution.
. . . . The threat of disaffiliation under which the College had
been laid eighteen months ago has been removed and its
financial position has been some what improved. The prestige
of the College had been enhanced by the University having
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accorded sanction to our request to be affiliated up to the
Our new main buildings have
M.A. standard
made excellent progress under the careful supervision of
new Chemical
Balwant Singh
been completed and are now in full working order,
and many minor improvements and additions have been made
to the present buildings."
With the introduction of the new constitution, Religious
Committee of the College also underwent a slight change.
The number of Sikhs to be included in it from outside tne
group of Sikh members of the Managing Committee was limited
to three. In their sitting of October 31, 1908, the Managing
Committee elected the following three gentlemen :
1. Bhai Vir Singh of Amritsar,
2. Rai Bahadur Bhai Sadhu Singh of Amritsar, and
3. Bhai Jodh Singh, M.A V Professor of Divinity.
The addition of Bhai Vir Singh to this Committee was
particularly happy and useful
in solving many a knotty probM lem that then faced the Religious Committee in the early
stages of its life. A
In the same meeting of
. A ugust 12, 1908, the offer of
. ardar Sunder Singh, Pleaded
of Peshawar, of a gift of two
horses, if the Committee agreed
to start a Riding Class in the
College, was thankfully accepted and the Secretary was desired to prepare a scheme and
lay it before the next meeting.
But the suggestion met the
same fate as the proposal to
start a Roorkee Engineering
Preparatory Class, for which
elaborate schemes were drawn
Dr. Bhai Vir

Singh

up from time to time but none of them materialised.
The new Lieutenant-Governor of the Province, Sir I
Dane, who had taken charge of the Province in 1908, pe
visit to the College on November 14, 1908, and His Excel!
the Viceroy, Lord Minto, on April 1, 1909. Both were
favourably impressed with the progress of the Colle and
were pleased to express their satisfaction at what
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On the resignation of Bhai Kharak Singh, M.A V Professor of Mathematics, Bhai Jodh Singh, .M.A., then
Professor of Divinity, was temporarily appointed to relieve
him. Lala Tej Ram, M.A., was appointed to the chair, and,
on his departure soon afterwards, Lala Hukam Chand, M.A.,
B.Sc. was appointed the Professor of Pure Mathematics. (M.C.
Meeting, 31-7-1909).
The Hon'ble Mr. R. E. Younghusband, c.s v I.C.S,, proceeded on long leave preparatory to retirement in the beginning of the financial year 1909-10. His place as President
of the College Council and Managing Committee was taken
by Colonel C. G. Parsons, I.A., Commissioner of the Lahore
Division, ex-officio.
As Mr. M. G. V. Cole, the Principal, received from the
University of Allahabad the offer of the post of Registrar on
a higher salary with better prospects, he resigned the Principalship of the College on March 11, 1910. The Managing
Committee accepted the resignation on March 20, and appointed Bhai Nihal Singh to officiate as Principal until a permanent Principal arrived.
Mr. Cole handed over the charge
on
7. 1910

*

CHAPTER

X.

Mr. R. G. WRIGHT (1910-1915)
In view of the policy of the Government of the Punjab
to select for the Principalship of the Khalsa College a trusted
officer of their own choice, who could successfully carry out
the wishes of the Government, it was proposed to suggest to
the Government of India that an increase of one should be
made in the cadre of the I.E.S. (Indian Educational Service),
with a view to deputing him to this post.
The Managing
Committee, however, foresaw serious difficulties in case the
gentleman selected was found unsuitable or unwilling to continue. In either case he would have to be provided for by the
Department of Education which might be unwilling to replace
him.
To avoid this impasse the Committee were of the
opinion that the gentleman selected should come out independently to take up the Principalship.
The Vice-Chairman,
Mr. O. F. Lumsden, M.A V Deputy Commissioner, Amritsar,
who presided over the meeting of June 18, 1910, was authorised to request the Punjab Government to ask Sir James
Dunlop Smith, K.C.LE., to secure for the College from England
the services of a Principal on a salary of Rs. 6001- p.m., rising
by an annual increment of Rs. 40|- p.m. to Rs. 800|-. This
created some misunderstanding in the Government circles and
the Managing Committee had to clear their position by a
resolution in the next meeting on July 22, 1910, saying "that
they had expressed opinion at the call of the Government,
but in doing so they had no intention of rejecting the Government suggestion, and having full confidence in the Government they leave the matter unreservedly in their hands
and are prepared to let the post be merged in the I.E.S., if
the Government found this necessary or desirable."
The President, Col. C. G. Parsons, Commissioner, Lahore
Division, in consultation with Sir Louis Dane, the LieutenantGovernor of the Punjab, appointed Mr. Richard Gane Wright,
B.A., who took over the charge on October 7, 1910. As the Managing Committee ran short of funds for the

72

The first two years of Mr. Wright's Principalship passed
off uneventfully and quietly except for the occasional changes
in the official Presidents of the College Managing Committee.
Professor Nihal Singh, who had officiated as Principal on the
departure of Mr. Cole, died at Ambala on October 26, 1912.
and his loss was deeply felt and mourned by the staff and
students, and a resolution of condolence was passed by the
Managing Committee in their meeting of November 1.
^ I n spite of all the changes that had been effected in the
constitution and Fundamental Rules of the College in 1908,
the Government of the Punjab, i.e., the Lieutenant-Governor
and his British Assistants, felt that it did not work well and
needed further modifications. The Committee had to agree
and the Fundamental Rules were so changed as to further
tighten the hold of the Government over the institution and
to give it more free hand in internal administration.
Rule No. 25 laid down that: (a) "The President shall
have power to suspend any member of the College and the
School staff and make necessary arrangements for the carrying on of the work pending the final decision of the Managing Committee." A new rule under No. 32 was added to
provide that "the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab shall
have power, after fully and carefully considering any representation made by the Council or the Committee, to suspend
the rules and to direct the Committee to take such action
h as the special circumstances may appear to demand, and it
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shall thereupon be binding upon the Committee to take such
acnon."
^j/ All these changes and additions were calculated to so
empower the Government officials as to enable them to lay
their hands on any member of the College and the School
staff considered undesirable for political reasons.
\^s Tliis chansre meant dictorial power for the President.
Sardar Bahadur Sardar Sundar
Singh
Majithia,
therefore,
quietly submitted his resignation, and, under the orders of
the Lieutenant-Governor, was
replaced by Bhai Gurbakhsh
Singh
Gyani,
Bar-at-Law,
Amritsar. Sardar Sundar Singh
Majithia's resignation was symbolic of the most dignified protest against the official policy
that aimed at meting out
punishments to the teaching
staff on mere suspicions of political bias. Sardar Sundar Singh
Majithia resolutely refused to
be a party to such a course of
action which was likely to disturb the educational atmos
Bhai Gurbakhsh

Singh

Gyani

phere of the institution on mere subjective feelings of unprovable m i s t r u s t . ^
Professor Joan Singh, M.A., was the first member of
the staff who was asked to go. Fearing lest there should
be any agitation, he was in the first instance asked to apply
for six months' leave and was relieved from the 1st of December, 1912. But Bhai Jodh Singh was not the person either
to create or encourage any type of agitation. In fact he
actually discouraged some people from taking the matter to
the press or platform.
This encouraged the Government
and, not long afterwards, he was called upon to resign his
job and leave the College for good.
His resignation was
accepted by the Managing Committee on March 1, 1913, and
his place as Professor of Divinity was given to Bawa Harkishan Singh, M.A.
Then came the turn of Sardar Narain Singh M.A V LL.B.,,
Headmaster of the Collegiate School. He too was given six
months' leave, to begin with, and Bhai Mohan Singh, Headmaster, Government High School, Ferozepore, was sent by
tv.o Puniab Government to fill up the vacancy. Bawa Nanak
Singh, M.A., Professor of History, who in later life rose to he
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a Deputy Commissioner in the Punjab Civil Service, officiated
as Headmaster from the afternoon of 21st April, 1913, to the
forenoon of 20th May, when Bhai Mohan Singh took over the
charge. The removal of Sardar Narain Singh from the
Headmastership of the School resulted in a strike by the
students of the Fifth High Class. Sardar Narain Singh was
asked to submit an explanation on the subject of the Students'
strike. In an extraordinary meeting of the Managing Committee held on July 26, the President, Mr. H. A. Casson,
c.s.i v i . c s v Commissioner, Lahore Division, remarked that
there was a strong suspicion against the last Headmaster in
connection with the strike.
His visit to the College on
June 25 and his talk with some of the teachers concerning
some School measures, and an interview with the students,
were the basis of the suspicion.
He, therefore, proposed
that, in order to prevent the recurrence of such acts of the
students, Sardar Narain Singh should be asked not to enter
the compound of the College. In the same meeting it was
decided to punish some of the sympathisers of Sardar Narain
Singh on the plea that they had not been able to curb the
strikers in time. The services of Master Sundar Singh and
Kartar Singh were dispensed with; Master Tara Singh, B.SCV
LL.B V was given a warning, while the annual increment of
Master Suraj Singh was stopped for one year.
His Honour Sir Michael F. O'Dwyer, K.c.S.i.j I.C.S., paid
a visit to the College on November 6, 1913, on his way to
Lahore to take charge of the province as Lieutenant-Governor,
and sanctioned a grant of Rs. 9,300|- for a tube-well and a
swimming-tank which were so badly needed.
In reply to the address of welcome, Sir Michael showed
great interest in the advancement of the College and the
welfare of the Sikh community. "I renew the appeal," said
His Honour, "that Sir Louis Dane made to you in April last
to sink your differences and unite all the Sikhs of the Punjab
and its native States in a common effort to complete this
College and make it worthy of the Sikhs
Every great
community must have some differences in views and aspirations: there are those who want to advance quickly and tnose
who desire to stand fast on the old ideals. But surely the
banner of the Khalsa is wide enough to shelter both.
The
lofty ideals of your religion—the Fatherhood of one God and
the Brotherhood of men—are broad enough to include both.
" . . . I venture, therefore, to make a personal appeal
to you to unite in achieving these objects and in making the
College in fact as well as in name the College of the whole
Khalsa. In this enterprise you can count upon the moral
support and practical assistance of Government. In addition
to the annual grant of Rs. 10,0001- to the College, Government
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is now arranging to strengthen the staff and hopes to provide
the services of two members of the Indian Educational Department. Government is also ready to meet most of the pay of
the Principal. The relief thus afforded should enable the
Committee of Management to strengthen the remaining staff
and to attract to it the best talent in the m a r k e t . . , . "
Bhai Gurbakhsh Singh Gyani, the Honorary Secretary,
presented to the College a white marble fountain and placed it
in front of the main building to commemorate the first visit
of the new Lieutenant-Governor, Sir Michael F. O'Dwyer to
the College.
As the Committee had no funds for the erection of quarters for the two European Professors, whose services the Government proposed to lend to the College, the Government sanctioned a grant of Rs. 14,0001- on the condition that endeavours
were made by the Managing Committee to raise funds for the
completion of the main building and enclosing the compound.
The amount was later on raised to Rs. 20,0401 -.
The Managing Committee in their meeting of May 2, 1914,
thanked the Government for the generous grant and resolved
to form District Committees throughout the province for the
collection of funds. A sum of Rs. 22,000|- was collected in a
short time. Great enthusiasm prevailed among students of
the College who took a worthy part in the collection campaign
and were able to bring in Rs. 5281- on the re-opening of the
College after the Summer Vacation. But this work was greatly
hampered by the outbreak of the First World War. The
efforts and energies of the influential members of the commuity, who formed the District Committees, were attracted
towards helping the Government with collection of money and
enrolment of recruits for the Army. There was, therefore, a
natural set-back to the work of collection for the College and
it had perforce to be put off for better days.
Of the two British Professors deputed to the College by
the Government, Mr. H. B. Dunicliffe, M.A. (Cantab), B.SC,
(London), F.C.S., I.E.S., Professor of Chemistry, joined on May
7, 1914, while Mr. H.Y. Langhorne, M.A., I.E.S., took charge
of his post as Professor of English and History on October 28,
1914. It may be mentioned that the Government undertook
to pay the entire cost of these Professors' salaries and leave
and pension contributions, setting the College free to spend the
savings to other purposes for the benefit of the staff.
The strengthening of the staff with these additions, particularly on the science side, added to the popularity of the
College. The number of the 1st and 2nd year classes increased
to such an extent that the services of another Lecturer in
English had to be secured.

*
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The financial position of the College having become a little
more sound, the President, Mr. H. A. Casson, c.s.i., pressed
upon the Managing Committee to start Provident Fund for 1 .e
employees of the College from the 1st of January 1915. It was
agreed that a member of the Fund paid one anna per rupee
of his monthly salary for deposit therein, and the Managing
Committee contributed a similar amount to the Fund payable
to the member after ten years of service.
In November, 1914, Sir Michael O'Dwyer presided over the
Prize Distribution function of the College, and in his speech
interpreted the partial officialization of the management of the
College as necessary to maintain and promote the true and
distinctive Sikh spirit and character "by assisting the various
educational institutions which the enterprise and public spirit
of the Sikh community have started throughout the Province,
and in particular to make this College, which owes its origin
to the united efforts of the great Sikh Chiefs, Sikh Sardars
and Sikh people, an institution worthy of the community.
" Therefore, when several representatives of the community found that the College was not adequately fulfilling its
mission and asked for the advice and assistance of Government in improving it, Government obtained for them the services of a trained educational officer as Principal. To strengthen the staff it has recently lent the services of two officers
of the Education Department, one as Professor of English and
History, the other as Professor of Chemistry.
" Government has undertaken to pay the whole salaries
of these two Professors and part of the Principal's salary. It
has further agreed to bear the expense of providing quarters
for two Professors, who, I am glad to see, have now joined their
posts.
" Gentlemen, if this is officialising the College, it is a form
of officialising which many educational institutions would
eagerly welcome. But let me examine the question further . . .
" You have rightly put in the forefront of your programme the maintenance of the Sikh faith and of Sikh ideals.
You have your Professor of Sikh divinity, and you have your
Professor of Gurmukhi. I was particularly pleased to see
today in prize-giving that the boys who were distinguished in
other subjects were generally those who took prizes in divinity. Nearly all the teachers in the School and a large proportion of the Professors and Lecturers in your College are Sikh,
and it is fit and proper that it should be so. I should be glad
to see Sikh graduates even more strongly represented in the
College staff and I am convinced that as higher education
spreads among your community this will be more and more the
case. But the Sikh religion prides itself, and with justice, on

being tolerant and broad-minded. The Sikh temperament is
eminently sane and practical and I think no sensible Sikh
would believe that the true Sikh spirit of this institution, which
Government is as anxious as you to preserve, will be affected
adversely by the addition of a few selected British Officers of
the Education Department in your staff.
" I s it likely then that the students of this College will
grow up unworthy Sikhs, because they have a few English
Professors ? On the contrary, the association will further
extend and strengthen the mutual understanding which has
always existed between the Sikh and the Brjtish nations. The
British officials and non-officials who have been brought into
closest contact with Sikhs have been their greatest admirers,
their most strenuous advocates, and in their turn have been the
most honoured and beloved by the Sikhs. I need only mention the names of Cunningham, the great Sikh Historian, of
Macauliffe, the interpreter into English of your sacred scriptures, and among the living that of Mr. Guilford of Tarn
Taran whose name is a household word among the Sikhs of
Amritsar. I am confident, therefore, that not only the College
but the Sikh community and British Government will gain by
the closer association of British and Sikh for a common object
—the educational advancement of the Sikh community.
" Gentlemen, I need not assure you how close I have at
heart the progress and advancement of that community and
how ardently I desire that this College should be one of the
chief means of effecting that progress. It is, therefore, a source
of great satisfaction to see that the College has surmounted
many of its difficulties and is now beginning to fulfil its
mission. "
In the first world war the Sikhs helped the British Government to the best of their ability. To quote a competent
contemporary authority, " the bravery of the Sikhs, their
courage and dauntless spirit have gained for them an everlasting glory. The dash of the 14th Sikhs at Gallipoli, the
heroic actions of the 47th Sikhs in the Western theatres and
the courageous fighting of the 15th Sikhs will be recorded by
the historian in letters of gold. And the tribute His Majesty
paid to the Sikhs has been richly deserved."
On March 4, 1915, Mr. Wright requested to be transferred
from the Khalsa College and employed in one of the Chiefs'
Colleges, preferably in the Mayo College, Ajmer. To be
relieved from the College as early as possible, he also applied
for six weeks' privilege leave in continuation of the Summer
Vacation. The College authorities, as well, thought that the
change was desirable in the interests both of the institution
and oi the Principal. The President, Mr. H. A. Casson, c.s.i v
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i.c.s v Commissioner, Lahore Division, was pleased to recommend the case of Mr. Wright to the attention of the Government.
Before laying down the reins of the College, Mr. Wright
was successful in securing for the staff increased grades of
pay. He had recommended that a Professor's grade be raised
to Rs. 3501-. The Sub-Committee appointed by the Management for the purpose did not approve of the increase on financial grounds. The matter was placed before the Managing
Committee for discussion in their meeting of March 20, 1915.
There the Secretary brought to the notice of the members that
he had received the previous evening a letter from the Accountant-General, Punjab, saying that the Government had agreed
to pay the contribution to pension and other allowances of the
two European Professors, and as such the finances of the College could afford to raise the grade of the Professors to Rs.
3001 -. The Managing Committee, thereupon, resolved to raise
the grades of the staff as follows :
Professors holding the degree of
M.A. or M.Sc,
Professors holding the degree of
B.A., or B.Sc,
Others not holding any of the
above degrees
Clerical Staff of tthe Principal
Head Clerk
2nd Clerk
Librarian
Daftry

Rs.

150-15-300

Rs.

120-12-240

Rs.

80-8-120

Rs.
Rs.
Rs.

50-5-75
25-2-35
25-3-55

Rs. 10 plus Rs,
6|- as personal
allowance.

Honorary Secretary's Office:
25-3-45
Rs.
Typist
The revised grades were to take effect from April 1, 1915
ed to the Aitchison Coll
Mr. Wright was
to
1
Lahore. He handed over the charge of the
Mr. G. A. Wathen, M.A., I.E.S., on September 15, 1915.
Referring to the progress made by the College durin
(Mr
time of Mr. Wright, the Annual Report of the
recorded that "Mr. Wri
Wathen) for the year 1915
retired in September, leaving the College in as flourishin
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condition as has ever been. Numbers had risen from 148 in
1913 to 226 in 1914 and they rose in September last to 350,
they are now 331; fees had risen from 6,0001- to 9,0001-, and
they are now over 15,000j-. Staff had been enlarged and had
its prospects greatly improved. Tutorial groups had been
formed; a Junior Common Room had been established, laboratories largely extended, and a Swimming-Bath built. This
was a great record of progress achieved, and I think we may
claim that progress is being continued."
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CHAPTER XI.
MR. G. A. WATIIEN
(1915-1924)
MR. G. A. WATHEN, M
_-

^.

.

v v

_ - _

_

Government

^3

Lahore, and, before his appoint«

Inspector of Schools, Jullundur
Division. Puniab.
Improvement of
premises was the first to
le
;t Mr. Wathen's att
the active assista ncelofl
Professors Dunicliffe and Langhome, who worked out the
scheme and supervised it, the
Principal led a number of_
grounds-clearing expeditions.
Every one from the Honorary
Secretary to the smallest boy
in the Infant Class helped to
V
move the bricks. Water was
F
made to flow to every corner of
the playing fields, and within
three months five g i n ;
Wathen
were brought into good condition. This and the completion
mpound
ed improvement in the
appearance of the place.
In addition to the academic side, where the Chemistry
Department
lion's share of attention on account
of the zeal of Mr. Dunicl
laborator
000, a good dcc.1 was
to organis*
the games Arrangements were made for teaching swimm
to the students. and services of instructors for the purpose
were borrowed from the Somersetshire Light Infantry stationed at Amritsar.
Besides matches played with outside teams and keen
rnal contests for the two Majithia Cups, several new intercompetitions were established, namely the Chugawan Cup
\
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tournament
in
presented by Prof. Deva Singh for a
r
Pandit
Arian
the
Kashmira
Mai
Hocl
Nath for Cricket, the Harbant Singh Cup presented by Kartar
Wathen Cup
Sineh Baiwa of the IV
was purchased by the Tug-of-War Team with the prize-money
in open competition at the Diwali Fair.
Another special feature of the year 1915-16 was a grand
procession on the occasion of Guru Nank's birthday for which
an elephant was lent to the College by Lieutenant-Governor of
the Punjab.
Early in 1916 the Principal took in hand the collection of
money for the completion of the main building and erection
of cubicles for the increasing numbers of boarders. Mr. Duniy
cliffe offered a donation of Rs. 2501- for the founding of a
silver medal to be awarded annually to a student of the College
or School who collected largest sum of over fifty rupees in one
year towards the completion of the College buildings. The
amount was to be treated as an endownment fund, and interest
thereon was to be spent on defraying the cost of the medal.
Before closing the College for the Summer Vacation, the
Principal called a general meeting of the staff and students.
The response was very generous indeed. "While the Principal
and the Honorary Secretary, Bhai Gurbakhsh Singh Gyani
promised to pay the cost of a cubicle each, the Professors
announced the gift of half a month's salary for the College
Buildings Fund. The School Masters also expressed their
desire to follow the example of the College Professors. The
oo
College students during the Vacation collected Rs. 2,4o*. -, andv
the School students Rs. 310!-. Raja of Dewas, Central India,
and Sardar Mohan Singh of Rawalpindi contributed Rs. 500 jeach for building a cubicle after their names. Rai Bahadur
Sardar Buta Singh, C.LE., of Rawalpindi, donated Rs. 5,000|towards the same fund.
The introduction of electric light and fans during the year
in the College and hostels added to the facilities provided for
the resident students and amply compensated for some of the
inconveniences of its situation at a distance from the city.
•

M.A. class in Economics was opened in 191G with seven
students under the guidance of Prof. B. R. Chatterii, M.A.
was

games side, Cross Country Race was introduced >
was established under the Presidentship of Prof,
h, M.SC, who had himself been a famous crosscountry runner at Lahore.
Althou h the World War had not directly affected this
military instinct of the Sikh boys was aroused and
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a good number of them joined the colours. One old boy of
the College, Subedar Thakar Singh of 47th Sikhs won Military
Cross. When the Government of India organised a Double
Company for service overseas and recruited young men from
Universities and Colleges, the Khalsa College sent up the largest number in the Punjab contingent. Two of our most prominent young men were Partap Singh and Mangal Singh. This
Partap Singh (known as Mr. S. Partap) was later on selected
for the Indian Civil Service and won a great name for himself
as Deputy Commissioner of Lahore for his administrative ability, particularly during the Shahidganj agitation in 1935.
The Co-operative Society of the College was greatly enlarged with the active financial assistance of the Managing
Committee. Its main object s were to supply goods to
students at comparatively cheap prices and to demonstrate the
benefits of co-operation. In 1916, its monthly turn-over in
provisions was Rs. 1,8001- and in milk it was 1,2001-; while the
annual turn-over in books was Rs. 7,0001-. The work of the
Society was supervised by Professors Langhorne, Deva Singh,
Kashmira Singh and Master Chanda Singh.
A healthful outlet for social service among students wa s
found in the activities of the Insect Committee. In September, 1916, the Committee under the command of Prof. Kundan
Lai Bhatia, inaugurated a campaign against the mosquito
with great success.
On the School side, Mr. Wathen wished to have a closer
r%
touch with the parents of the students. Formerly they vver
informed of the progress of their boys by mean;) of progrc ;reports sent to them after the annual or quarterly test e:
minations. This, he felt, was not enough. He supplemented it by a Parents' Day when all parents \ ere invited to spei
a Sunday on the College premises and see the environments
in which their sons lived. In later years, the Parents' Day
like the Old Boys' Day, attracted a large number of visitors to
the College.
The academic year 1917-18 opened with a visit on April
16, from His Excellency Lord Chelmsford, the Viceroy and
Governor-General of India, accompanied by the LieutenantGovernor, Sir Michael F . O'Dwyer and His Highness Maharaja
Brijindar Singh of Faridivot. His Highness was plea: id to
donate a sum of twenty thousand rupees, which he later on
raised to twenty-four thousand, for a block of fifty Cubicle n
The Science departments had become very popular in the
College. It became necessary to make arrangements for further studies of those who passed the Intermediate examination in Science. B.Sc. classes in Botany and Chemistry were,
therefore, opened from the session of 1917-18.
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A small Girls School for the daughters of the resident
members of the staff and other employees of the College was
also started during the year. This has since developed into
a full-fldged Middle School.
Mr. H. B. Dunicliffe, Professor of Chemistry, was transferred to the Government College, Lahore, and his place on the
staff was taken by Mr. W.H.F. Armstrong. Mr. Dunicliffe
served the Khalsa College for three years. During his time
the number of Science students increased from 59 to 251. To
him was due to the credit of planning fitting and enlarging the
Chemistry, Physics, Biology and School Laboratories. He had
also been the President of the Hockey Club and the Senior
Warden of the Patiala Hostel. His name, after the lapse of
three decades of years, is still remembered in the College as
associated with Dunicliffe Gallery.
Sardar Harbans Singh, M.A V Gyani, joined the Department of Mathematics on May 24, 1917, and added to the
efficiency of teaching in that subject.
The rainy season of 1917 was particularly bad for the
health of the residents. When the College re-opened after the
Vacation, the rain fell so heavily that all the low-lying land became a swamp. The wild growth of grass could not be controlled and mosquitos bred regardless of the crude oil. A bad
outbreak of malaria was the result.
One of the main reasons for the malarial epidemic was the
existence of a large number of brick-fields near the College.
Mr. F . H. Burton, Deputy Commissioner, Amritsar, then VicePresident of the College Managing Committee, was greatly
helpful in preventing more fields being given to brickmakers
in the vicinity of the College But the most laudable work in
this direction was done by the Coats-Off Society under the
leadership of the Principal himself. The members of the
Society, who were all members of the College and School Staff
and students, were required to take off their coats and come
out in batches for manual labour on the grounds of the College.
Young men of the College and School, led by the Principal
himself, came out like gangs of regular labourers carrying
pick-axes, shovels and baskets to do the work. The Principal himself worked at the head of a gang, dug and levelled the
ground, removed bricks and carried earth and debris to pits
and low places required to be filled up. The activities of the
Coats-Off Society were not confined to the levelling of the
brick-fields only. Wherever their services were needed, they
put off their coats and were ready for work. The result of
this labour of love was very happy indeed and was soon visible
in tangible improvements.
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A new wing to the Chemistry Laboratory costing Rs.
22,0001- was added, and further improvements were effected in
the Biology Laboratory at a cost of Rs. 4,5001-. A small
workshop was set up in a dormitory.
Manual Training in the School up to the Middle standard
was introduced in September, 1917, and a trained sloid Master,
Bhai Uttam Singh, was appointed for the purpose.
Early in 1918, Prime Minister of the Jind State presided
over the Annual Prize-Distribution Function, and offered on
behalf of His Highness Maharaja Sir Ranbir Singh Rajindra
Bahadur the sum of Rs. 25,000 for building a block of cubicles
to be named the ' Jind Hostel.'
Mr. Wathen had been appointed Principal of the College
for a period of three years and his term of deputation was
to expire on 14th September. The Managing Committee in
their meeting of April 27, 1918, resolved that Government be
asked to allow the Managing
ts'^'b Committee to retain Mr. Wathen's
services as Principal for a further period of three years and
that a deputation of the Managing Committee should wait
upon the Lieutenant-Governor to ask him to accede to this request. Sir Michael O'Dwyer readily complied with the
wishes of the Committee,
C. King,
Commissioner of the Lahore Division
Mr. H.Y. Langhorne, M.A V I.E.S., was transferred to the
Governm ^nt College, Lahore, in October, 1918, and his place as
Professor of History was taken by Mr. A . C . C . Hervey, M.A.,
I. E. S., deputed by the Government.
For some years past Khalsa College had been making
steady progress in the domain of games. In football it wa s
among the best in the province, and in Tug-of-war it had won
the University Challenge Cup for three successive years since
1915. But the year 1918 was particularly lucky. The College teams defeated all the Colleges of the province and Peshawar and Delhi in all the three chief games, Football, Hockey,
and Cricket, and stood second in Cross Country, Tug-of-war
and Relay Races. The credit for these glorious victories was
due to the untiring eforts of Professors Armstrong, Hervey
and Kundan Lai Bhatia.
Largely due to the good offices of Captain Dibden and his
brother officers of the Queen's Regiment stationed at Amritsar
military training was started under the best possible auspices.
There were regularly four squads with a strength of 36 each,
including one composed of the members of the staff. All traiL_
ing without arms was carried through. Though such drill be
came rather monotonous, the spirits of the trainees were kep
by the belief that Khalsa College would be allowed to contri
^»
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bute a large quota to the Punjab University Company of the
I . D . F . Disappointment was naturally great when the College
was told that it could contribute a detachement of only 16,
much against the wishes of the Principal, who hoped to have a
detachment of at least 64, if not a half company.
The World War came to an end in November, 1918, with
a victory for England and her Allies. The Sikhs, as we
know, played a conspicuous part in the various hard-fought
battles in different theatres of war and contributed not a little
towards victory. The Khalsa College as well had its own
share in this contribution. Hardly was there a regiment with
Sikh soldiers on the front without some O.Ks.—Old Khalsa or
Old boys of the Khalsa College. Among the distinctions gained by the Sikhs during the last year of the War, two were won
by the O.Ks.—a Royal Commission by Bakhshi Pritam Singh
and a Military Cross by Captain Bawa Harkishan Singh, I.M.S.
Before the close of the year of Victory, Sir Michael
O'Dwyer, the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab, effected a
remarkable change in the personnel of the Managing Committee. He withdrew the Deputy Commissioner, Amritsar,
and the Director of Public Instruction, Punjab, from the membership of that body and nominated Sardar Bahadur Sardar
Lachhman Singh of Buria as a member of the Managing
Committee. Although this change made no material change
in the policy of the Managing Body, it may be said to be the
first step towards deofficialising the administration. The Government also increased the Annual grant to the College bv
Rs. 5,000. This enabled the College to strengthen the staff
by two more appointments, one on the Arts side and the other
in the Botany Department.
On February 16, 1919, His Honour Sir Michael F.
O'Dwyer p esided over the Annual Prize Distribution Function
of the College and, in recognition of the services of the Sikhs
and of the Khalsa College during the War, made a special grant
of three lakhs of rupees from the Government of the Punjab
for the completion of the main building.
A notable addition to the staff in 1919 was made by the
appointment of Sardar Teja Singh, M.A., as Professor of
Indian History and Divinity. Prof. Teja Singh was an old
student of the College and had in him the promise of a literary
genius which has since been amply fulfilled by his contributions to the study of Sikh history and religion, and bv his
annotation of the Sikn scripture in his four-volume Shabdarth
of the Guru Granth Sahib, in addition to a number of researchful papers on Punjabi literature and allied subjects.
In April, 1919, the Punjab as well as other parts of India
were greatly disturbed over the passage of the Rowlette Act
suppressing the civil liberties of the people much against the

•
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expectations of some constitutional reforms as a reward for
their services to the British during the War. They were
looking for a piece of bread but they got a stone instead.
Amritsar became one of the important centres of political agitation. The 9th of April, the Ram-Naumi Day, passed off
peacefully and and the huge mixed procession of Hindus,
Muslims and Sikhs ended without any untoward happening.
The news that Mahatma Gandhi had been arrested and interned in the Bombay Presidency and had been prohibited from
entering Delhi and the Punjab was received in the afternoon.
This upset the people. It was rumoured in the evening that
"something" might happen on the following day as a result of
4 the anti-English frenzy that was taking possession of the
people. As it turned out to be a fact on the following morning, it was feared that Englishmen, wherever found, might be
assaulted and murdered. There were three Englishmen residing on the premises of the College—Mr. G.A. Wathen,
the Principal, Mr. W.H.F. Armstrong, Professor of Chemistry,
and Mr. A.C.C. Hervey, Professor of History. The students
of the College not only remained unaffected by the rising storm
outside but felt it to be their sacred duty to protect the lives
of their English Professors and their wives and children
against any attack from outside. A large number of students, both from the school and the College, formed themselves into batches of guard and posted themselves at their
houses. The events of the 10th of April, when Dr. Satya Pal
and Dr. Saif-ud-Din Kitchlew were arrested and removed from
-/ Amritsar, and the frenzy of the infuriated mobs resulted in
riots and incendiarism, and looting and burning of banks,
Post and Telegraph Offices, etc., and killing of two or three
Englishmen, could not unnerve Mr. Wathen and he refused to
move away from the Khalsa College. At one time, under
the orders of the Military Commander, posted at Amritsar, he
was taken to the local Govindgarh fort for safety. But he
came back to the College the following day to live among his
Sikh students where, he said, he was safer than in any other
place. While the whole province was ablaze and the operations of the Martial Law in most of the towns had worsened
the situation, the Khalsa College continued its work peacefully.
Referring to it in his Annual Report for 1919-20, Mr. Wathen
. says: "We may claim that during the tragic events of last
April our students did act wisely. Here there was no hartal,
\
no rioting, no sign of racial animosity ; the only crowd I saw on
April 9th was a large body of students who came armed with
hockey-sticks to defend the houses of their English Professors,
and the only thing that disturbed the sleep of my household
that night was the noise of our large guard playing during the
watch."
In addition to improvements in Chemistry laboratory
apparatus and other equipment, including gas and water sup*
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ply, at a cost of Rs. 22,554, during 1919, six new quarters were
built for the professors (costing Rs. 27,585) and four for the
demonstrators and senior teachers. The quarters of the teachers and clerks, styled as Dharamkot, on the east side of the
School Boarding House were then quite insanitary and incommodious. They contained two rooms 10' x 10', a verandah
0'x8' in front, a kitchen 7'xlO' and an enclosure
wall about 7 feet high. There was no room to receive a guest
or for study. There were no communicating doors in the
middle wall of the two small kothries and no ventilators worth
the name. And the result was that during the Influenza epidemic of 1918 the occupants of these quarters suffered
most heavily. The much-needed and long-delayed improvement was to some extent carried out during this year at a cost
of Rs. 6,905. The rooms, one 12' x 10' on the ground floor and
the other 10' x 10' on the upper floor, with steps leading to the
roof, were added. A communicating door was placed and
ventilators were improved.
To improve the teaching of Agriculture in the Khalsa
College, the Government acquired fifty acres of land for an
Agricultural farm and handed it over to the College.
The bush iungle of the new farm was then taken into hand
whi
baskets, to level it. In two
ed
days, with thirty ploughs and heaven-sent rain and 500
Coats-Off volunteers, the whole of the jungle was cleared
and the area ploughed. This laid the foundation of higher
teaching of Agriculture here.
With the financial assistance of the Educational Committee of the Chief Khalsa Diwan, a Junior Anglo-Vernacular
Training Class was opened to meet the demand of the rapidly
increasing Khalsa Schools for trained teachers for the middle
and primary classes. It was hoped that the students of this
class would learn here under favourable conditions what educational environment should be, and they would go out as
keen Sikhs, well qualified in their profession, to the Sikh institutions. The efforts of the Educational Committee in tin s
respect were highly appreciated by the community.
academic side of the College also showed a p p r ovement
'.e who
work
on books.
A
51 out of 68 in B. A. In the first B. Sc. class sent up by the
College 9 passed out of 14, and Sulakhan Singh, now the Medical Officer of the College, stood second in the province with
Honours in Chemistry. In the Intermediate Arts 54 oassed
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The Appointments and Information Bureau, popularly
called the A. I. B., under Professor Charan Singh, M.Sc., acquired great prominence during the year. Its function was to
collect information about students or openings for them, and
on the basis of this information, the Principal was able to
help his boys in securing appointments for them in the Government service. Heads of departments not unoften came to the
Khalsa College at the invitation of Mr. Wathen and offered
good appointments to students recommended by him. Hardly
was there a Department which had vacancies and the Khalsa
College did not have a lion's share in filling them up. In 1919
two students were selected for the I.C.S. (one failing however
in the medical test), three received Royal Commission, two
were recommended for admission to Sandhurst, one was
appointed an E.A.C., four became Inspectors of Banks and
many others sub-inspectors, three became Munsiffs, one was
selected as an A.T.S., one was chosen by the Bombay Government in the Forest Department, one was appointed as Inspector of Coaching on N.W.Pv., one went to the Military Accounts
in Poona, and several found useful work in the Military
Dairies. And it may be said to the credit of the O.Ks. that
they have all done well in their respective jobs and won the
admiration of those with whom they had to work.

Copt. Gopal Singh Bhagowalia in 1920 the construction of the
dn building of the College which was completed during
the following year.
Mr. Wathen proceeded on leave to England from March
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17, 1920, and returned after the summer vacation, and Prof.
Armstrong officiated as Principal in his place.
1919 and 1920 were years of great political agitation and
commotion in the country. Although they had no direct influence on the life of the students in the College, yet the nonco-operation movement outside indirectly affected the minds
of some of the boys. The only visible sign of it was a petition
for the abolition of the compulsory Morning Drill which was
conducted by the Principal himself. A well-known agitator obtained many signatures chiefly among fresh-men. The result
was that for a time the Morning Drill had a thin attendance.
However, wiser counsel soon prevailed and the Drill
continued.
But this affected the Military Training in the College
more adversely. The College had only one platoon and that too
had not been established on a firm basis. It had not been
inspected either by the University Training Corps Officers or
by the officers of the regular army. A small miniature riflerange had been made and it was hoped that Military training
would become a special feature of the College. But the propaganda of the so-called nationalist agitators threw cold water
over the enthusiasm of the trainees. Another effort was made
by Principal Wathen in 1921, and the Military authorities did
their best to help the College to get a Company. General Sir
Sidney Lawford himself came to the College, and Major
Porter, the Adjutant, spent several days here but the Company
could not be raised because of the atmosphere of suspicion.
Agitation against the British administration in India
and the introduction of non-violent non-co-operation in the
Indian politics by Mahatma Gandhi lent additional strength
to the awakening among the Sikhs, and to their desire for
the emancipation of Sikh Gurdwaras from the clutches of the
professional priests. The Gurdwaras Reform Movement was
as old as the Namdhari, otherwise called the Kooka, Movement, which had its beginning in the sixties of the nineteenth
century. Its work, to some extent, had been taken up by the
Singh Sabhas of which we have read a great deal in the early
chapters. But they had confined themselves mostly to the
propagation of the Sikh faith and to the advancement of
education among the Sikhs. But the actual taking over of
the control of the Sikh shrines from the corrupt priests, who
had developed into a class of hereditary professionals, and
placing it in the hands of an elected democratic body of the
representatives of the Sikh Panth, had not been accomplished. The Government machinery naturally sided with the
vested interests. The law of the land was not helpful. Its
process was long and dreary; and its results doubtful. The
un-Sikh-like practices of some of the priests in the most
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sacred and historic sanctuaries had assumed such proportions
that they could no longer be tolerated. With agitation
on the subject all round, the staff and students of the College
could not have remained unaffected or behaved like unconcerned and silent spectators.
The first event that contributed to the practical formation of a representative Committee of the Sikhs for the
management of the Sikh shrines at Amritsar took place on
the 12th of October, 1920. On that day was held at Amritsar
the annual meeting of the Khalsa Bradri, and, as usual, a
number of low-caste men were baptised. The meeting was
attended by some of the leading members of the College
staff, including Prof. Teja Singh, M.A., Professor of Divinity
and History, Bawa Harkishan Singh, M.A., Professor of
English, and Prof. Narinjan Singh, M.Sc, Professor of
Chemistry. They took a leading part in the day's deliberations. A large number of students of the College was also
present there. After the initiation ceremony the new converts were taken in a procession to the Golden Temple. The
priests there refused to offer prayer for them. The Sikhs
insisted on the right of every Sikh to get his prayer and
sacred food offered at the Temple. The Holy Book was opened
and by a miraculous chance the following words of Guru Amar
Das were read out by the Granthi who himself was among
the objectors :— £(jfraf^
7Y\ GSASwo. O> )

„f

, .

" Brother, He sends grace even to those who have no
merit, and takes from them the true Guru's service, which
is most noble, as it turns our hearts to the love of God.
He himself forgives and brings us into union with Himself.
Brother, how worthless were we, and yet the perfect and
true Enlightener took us into His Fellowship. My dear,
what a lot of sinners he has forgiven by reason of His
True Word. How many He has ferried across the worldocean in the Guru's safety-bark. By the touch of the philosopher's stone, that is the Guru, base metal has become gold.
Selfishness has departed and the Name has come to live
in the heart. Our light has blended with His light, and we
have become one with Him."

*

These words had a wonderful effect. Hundreds of men in
the audience were visibly affected. The priests too were convinced and they agreed to offer the prayer and accept the
sacred food from the hands of the newly converted Sikhs.
This done, the whole party proceeded to the Akal Takht, a
temple just opposite to the Darbar Sahib. Hearing of what
had happened, the priests of the Takht fled from their posts,
those who remained, refused to offer prayers or to accept
the offerings, and then they too left the Takht.
It was for the first time in history that the Akal Takht
was thus deserted by the priests. The place is sacred to the
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memory of the sixth Guru Hargobind who had founded it.
It contains some of the weapons used by him and Guru
Gobind Singh and Sikh martyrs. It could not be left vacant.
The assembly led by Bhai kartar Singh of Jhabbar called
for 25 volunteers to sit and watch there temporarily without
touching the money or property. Bhai Mahendra Singh,
Librarian of the Khalsa College, was placed on duty for religious services. Next day on October 13, the Deputy Commissioner of Amritsar formed a committee of nine Sikhs,
all reformers, with the official custodian, Sardar Sundar
Singh Ramgarhia, at its head to manage the affairs of the
Darbar Sahib (Golden Temple) until a permanent one was
formed.
A hukamnama was issued from the Akal Takht summoning a general assembly of the Sikhs to meet on November 15, 1920, in front of the Takht for the purpose of electing a representative, body of the Panth to control the affairs
of the Golden Temple and all other Sikh shrines. Two days
before the meeting, however, the Government hastened to
appoint a managing committee of 36 members for the purpose, with Sardar Harans Singh Atariwala as its President.
The Atariwala Sardar himself belonged to the reformist
group, and when the general assembly by a gurmata decided,
in the two-day meeting held on November 15, 16, to form
a committee of 175 members for the management of all Gurdwaras, whether in the Punjab or elsewhere, they included
the Committee of Sardar Harbans Singh as well and elected
them to a Sub-committee for the Amritsar Gurdwaras.
The inaugural meeting of the big committee, called the
Shromani Gurdwara Prabhandhak Committee, came off at
the Akal Takht on December 12, 1920, and the following
office-bearers were elected: —

v

v

1. Sardar Bahadur Sardar Sundar Singh Majithia, President;
2. Sardar Harbans Singh Atariwala, Vice-President;
n
O.
Sardar Sundar Singh Ramgarhia, Secretary.
Thus passed for the first time the management of the
Sikh shrines into the hands of the elected representatives of
th Sikh Panth.
As we know, Sir Michael O'Dwyer had towards the end
of 1918 taken the first step towards deofficialising the
management of the College by withdrawing the Deputy
Commissioner of Amritsar and the Director of Public Instruction, Punjab, from the Council and Managing Committee
and had replaced them by Sikhs. But the constitution that
had placed the management into the hands of the Govern-
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ment and the Commissioner of Lahore Division, who was the
President of the Managing bodies, were still there. In 1919
the Professors of the College suggested a few essential
changes in the constitution. The Principal, Mr. Wathen, forwarded their draft to the Commissioner-President, Mr. C. M.
King. But nothing came out of it. In 1920 came the storm of
non-co-operation. Non-co-operators wanted to see the College
disaffiliated. Some members of the staff felt very strongly
for their beloved institution and could not see it destroyed.
The best course that suggested itself to them was to press
upon the Government to withdraw its control and to hand
it over to the Sikhs and thus remove the indefensible weakness which gave a handle to the non-co-operators against it.
To demonstrate their earnestness, they decided to take
strong action. They sent a letter to the Government asking
to withdraw its control from the management of the College
before November 5, 1920, or they would resign. There was a
good deal of haggling for a month during which the College
remained closed. Sardar Sundar Singh Majithia with his persistent efforts and wise suggestions successfully prevailed
upon the Government who ultimately decided to withdraw
their control entirely. A special meeting of the Manaerinc
Committee was convened on November 13, and the President
Mr. C. M. King, moved the following resolution: —
"This committee entirely accepts the resolution passed
by the Council of this College on the 31st October, 1920, and
resolves that sub-committee be appointed to draft amendments
to the fundamental rules to effect a complete withdrawal of
Government control from the institution."
It was further resolved:
" that the sub-committee appointed in accordance with
the previous resolution shall consist of two representatives
from Patiala, one each from Faridkot, Jind and Kapurthala,
all being nominated respectively by the rulers of these
States, four representatives of the Managing Committee,
namely Sardar Kharak Singh of Lahore, Sardar Bahadur
Arjan Singh of Bagarian, Sardar Gurbaksh Singh of
Sialkot and the Hon'ble Captain Gopal Singh, O.B.E., and
that the Hon'ble Sardar Bahadur Sardar Sunder Singh
Majithia, CLE., and Sardar Harbans Singh of Attari be
invited to join the sub-committee."
The sub-committee held four sittings on November 14, 15
and 16 and December 3, under the chairmanship of the Hon'ble
Sardar Sunder Singh, and after careful scrutiny effected tne
necessary changes in the Fundamental Rules and placed the
revised constitution before the Managing Committee on
December 4, 1920. After a brief discussion, and with only
i
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two minor amendments, the new constitution was unanimously
approved. This brought the old Managing Committee to an
end and closed the chapter of the Government control over
the Khalsa College.
An ad-interim Managing Committee was formed the same
day. Its first meeting was held at the College at 2 p.m. and
it took over the Management of the College. The Hon'ble
Sardar Sundar Singh Majithia was elected as the Chairman
of the College Council and of the ad-interim Managing Committee. The thirteen Professors who had resigned were invited
to meet the Committee. There was then no longer any ground^
for them to stay away. In response to the wishes of the Managing Committee, therefore, Bawa Harkishan Singh and Prof.
Teia Singh, on behalf of the Professors, expressed their
y
willingness to resume work from 6th December, when the
College and School were ordered to be reopened.
It may be mentioned here that Sardar Harbans Singh
Atariwala, who had been eliminated by the Government from
the old Managing Committee, and Prof. Jodh Singh, who had
been asked in 1912 to leave the Khalsa College, were invited by
the Chairman, Sardar Sundar Singh, to become its members.
The Honorary Secretary, Captain Gopal Singh Bahgowalia,
however, adopted a non-co-operative attitude. The Committee
had, therefore, to inform him by a resolution of February 20,
1921, that "if he did not attend (the adjourned meeting of
the Committee on February 27), the Committee would understand that he had resigned." This brought no change in his 1
attitude and he was automatically removed from the Committee. Mr. Wathen, the Principal, took his place as recor- vyder of the proceedings of the ad-interim Managing Committee
upto April 10, 1921, when the new College Council and the
Managing Committee were duly constituted and Sardar Harbans Singh Atariwala was elected as the Honorary Secretary
of these bodies. (As His Highness Maharaja
Sir
Bhupindar Singh or Patiala, to whom the ad-interim
Council had offered the Presidential chair, expressed
his inability to accept the offer, the next choice fell
upon the Hon'ble Sardar Sundar Singh Majithia. Sardar
Sundar Singh had risen to great eminence through sustained
devoted service in the cause of the community and was enjoying the confidence of the Government, the Sikh States and was
also held in great esteem by the public as a man of the highest
personal integrity. Therefore no better choice could have
been made under the then prevailing circumstances, and it may
^
be said to the credit of Sardar Sundar Singh that he successfully steered the ship of the College for a quarter of a century
through many a storm that not unoften threatened its very
existence. He raised it to the enviable position that it held
among the educational institutions of the country in 1941
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when the venerable Sardar left for his heavenly abode on
April 2.
It will be interesting to know that it was also decided
in the council meeting of April 10, that in future the proceedings of the meetings be conducted, so far as practicable, in
Gurmukhi script, and
endeavour be made to include,
Gurmukhi in the various offices
With this new change in the constitution of the College
allowing freer hand in the administration to enthusiastic and
devoted Sikhs like Sardars Sundar Singh and Harbans Singh,
Principal Wathen looked for greater and more prosperous
future for the institution. He wished to see it developed into
a University. Writing about it in his Annual Report for
1920-21, he said: ' T h e new Governing Body of this College
has assumed control at a turning point of our history. Is the
College to develop into a University suited and worthy of the
genius of the Sikh community? We who work here feel that
this development can and should take place, and we may assure our new Governing Body that we expect a lead in the
direction from them and we are prepared to follow that lead
with all possible energy and enthusiasm." " Mr. Gandhi has
called it the Home of Sikh Culture," said Mr. Wathen.
aMr. Wathen," says Prof. Teja Singh in his Essays in
Ci
Sikhism
was the first to put before the Sikhs the idea of
turning Khalsa College into a University. One day Mr. Wathen
suddenly called a meeting of the staff, and announced that
he had just come from Simla with a university in his pocket.
He set about preparing a scheme for the Sikh University and
talked seriously of securing a charter for it, which was to be
at least as good as that of the Aligarh or the Benaras University. It was contemplated that the Prince of Wales on his
visit to Amritsar would inaugurate i t . " But these happened
to be the days of non-co-operation, and the A kalis—a religiopolitical section of the Sikhs—were its most zealous advocates.
Moreover feelings against the British for their alleged complicity in the ghastly tragedy of Nankana Sahib, where Mahant
Narain Das had butchered and burnt alive some 130 Sikhs,
were running very high. Mr. C M . King, Commissioner of
the Lahore Division, was accused of having indirectly en*As a matter of fact the idea of a Sikh University in its origin had
a much anterior date. When the Government officialised the management of the Khalsa College, the real workers
had switched on their
energy into building up High Schools in different towns. This was
achieved mostly through the efforts of the Educational Committee of the
Chief Khalsa Dewan by holding open sessions of conferences. The ultimate aim of the workers of this scheme was to co-ordinate the net work
of the Schools thus brought into existence through a central organisation of the nature of a University.
—Dr. Balbir Singh,
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couraged Narain Dass and his accomplices. And the manner
in which some of the British Officials supported the vested
interests of the priests against the popular reformist movement
of the Sikhs added to the distrust of British intentions. Nonco-operation with everything British, however good and useful, was the order of the day. The Akalis too could not have
a long-range view and see beyond their timely objective of
boycotting the Prince's visit to the Khalsa College.
Little
could they imagine that they were losing for all time to come
the rare opportunity of having the Sikh University which
could develop into a unique seat of Sikh learning and a centre
of Sikh culture, and where the Panjabi language and literature could find their rightful place in the curriculum of studies
and grow to their full stature.
A short time before His Royal Highness the Prince
George of Wales was expected to visit the College, a regular
campaign was instituted by certain extremists who organised
bands of Akalis numbering 20 or 30 and sent them to the
College Gurdwara several mornings. In defiance of the Professors present, these Akalis preached that it was the order
of the Panth to boycott the visit and every good Sikh, therefore, should do so. They threatened to picket the hostels
and to lie down in front of the College Hall to prevent the
Prince entering. Few students took these Akalis seriously,
but they did succeed in working on the feelings of a few excitable students.
As there was a likelihood of the Royal
visit to the College being marred by some undesirable shouts
by some misguided zealots, it was cancelled to the great ellsappointment of the sponsors of the Sikh University movement.
The years 1922 and 1923 passed quietly. During this
period the school and the College were able to make good
progress. With a small grant from the Trust established by
Rai Bahadur Boota Singh's Will, the College was able to start
Commercial and Typewriting Class for the benefit of students.
(~His Highness Maharaja Bhupindar Singh, Mahendar
Bahadurj of Patiala paid his first visit to the College on December 8, 1922. In keeping with the traditions of his ancestors,
he had been taking keen interest in the affairs of the College
and was pleased, on this occasion, to raise the previous grant
to the College from his State by one lakh of rupees, the interest on which sum was as usual to be placed at the disposal of
the Managing Committee. To commemorate this occasion
the Hon'ble Sardar Sundar Singh Majithia, the President of
the College Council, announced a donation of two thousand
rupees for founding a gold medal associated with the name
of His Highness. ^
During the officialisation of the College, the offices of the
Principal and the Honorary Secretary had been amalgamated:
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md in practice the Principal, along with the Vice-President,
had really exercised all the powers of the Managing Committee. Now that the College management had been restored to
an indpendent Managing Committee, the powers of superintendence over the College work appeared irksome to the Principal. In fact the Principal asked for powers which did not
belong even to the Principal of the Government College,
Lahore. For example he wanted virtual powers of appointment of staff in his own hands. To this the Managing Committee could not agree.
The tussle continued for several months.
At last Mr.
Wathen found that he could not continue in the service of the
College. On October 11, 1923, he wrote to the Under Secretary, Punjab Government, Home (Education) Department,
expressing his intention to retire on proportionate pension
and to be reverted to Government service before going on leave
preparatory to retirement as required by Government Service
Rules.
At this juncture some members of the College staff got
up an agitation, and, with some outside help antagonistic to
the College management, formed themselves into a Khalsa
College Sudhar (Reforms) Committee, on March 18, with the
ostensible object of changing the constitution. Some members
of the staff took prominent part in the agitation and with
their moral support, if not their direct instigation, a number
of students also jumped into the arena.
In the meantime the Government acceded to the wishes
of Mr. Wathen and permitted him to leave the Khalsa College
and to retire from the Indian Educational Service.
The
Principalship of the College was then offered to Mr. Sanderson, Inspector of Schools, Lahore Division. But he was not
willing to be placed on deputation here. The charge was,
therefore, handed over as a temporary measure to Mr. W.H.F.
Armstrong, Professor of Chemistry, on March 13, 1924.

•
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CHAPTER XII
MR. MAN MOHAN (1924-28)
MR. WATHEN'S departure was a signal for fresh troubles
in the College. Students had already been instigated by the
opponents of the College to go on strike and to refuse to study
with three new professors, Sardar Narain Singh, M.A., LL.B.,,
Bhai Jodh Singh, M.A., and Dr. Balbir Singh, B.SC., PH.D., who
had been engaged by the Managing Committee to replace
Professors Teja Singh, Bawa Harkishan Singh and Niranjan
Singh arrested by the Government of the Panjab on October
13, 1923, for participation in the activities of the Shromani Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee which had been declared
an unlawful assembly by the Government.
The strikers
resorted to physical obstruction by lying down in front of the
doors of lecture-rooms. Mr. Armstrong felt that discipline
among the students could not be maintained as long as the
new professors continued on the staff. He, therefore, wished to have them kept away. To this the Managing Committee could not agree. The President, Sardar Sundar Singh, in
this connection, wrote to Mr. Armstrong : " No management
can permit that the professors appointed by them should be
physically driven out by violence by the instrumentality of
students unless it ceases to be a management at all."
The Managing Committee wished to appoint Mr. Armstrong as pacca Principal, but he insisted on being relieved of
his charge. The offer was, therefore, made to Mr. A. C. C. r
Hervey. But he too was not willing to accept it.
Ultimately the services of Mr. Manr Mohan, M.A V P.E.S.,
aicipal' of the Government
College, Gujrat, were taken on
loan from the Punjab Government and he took charge on the
afternoon of 31st May, 1924, as
officiating Principal, subject to
the lien of Mr. Wathen who
was technically on leave preparatory to retirement from
the Indian Educational Service.
On his arrival at the College
Mr. Man Mohan was given a
very queer sort of reception.
Certain boys surrounded him
and asked him not to take over
the charge and to go back.
They said they would personally respect him but not as Principal, in which capacity his orders would be disobeved. Some
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of them were presumptuous to offer and even to attempt to
carry his luggage back to the Railway Station.
All this
was not of the boys' own doing. Their feelings had been
worked upon by some members of the College staff, a member of the College council and members of the Khalsa College
Sudhar Committee and Sikh Graduates Association which had
been set up with a view to fanning the fire of agitation against
the Management of the College. Among the old members
of the staff who had allied themselves with the agitators were
those who had resigned their jobs because the ManagingCommittee could not overhaul the constitution within the time
stipulated by them.
The agitation assumed virulent proportions and all
efforts on the part of the well-wishers of the institution failed to bring about a compromise between the Management and
its opponents.
The bulletins of the Khalsa College Publicity Bureau, set up by the ex-Professors, widened the gulf still
further. On the 16th of June, the situation suddenly took an
ugly turn. Hitherto the class-rooms of only the new professors were blocked. Now a complete deadlock was created.
The boys stationed themselves at the main gate of the College
and barred the passage of those who wished to come in and
study. They picketed all the lecture-rooms ind °.criminately. The office of the Principal was not allowed to be opened,
nor that of the Honorary Secretary. The College gong was as
well picketed. There were some instances of actual violence
used by rowdy students against those who happened to disagree with them. As it became impoi rible to carry on the
normal work of the College under these circumstances, the
authorities were left with the only alternative of closing the
College for the Summer Vacation from June 17 to Septemt er
14.
The removal of students from an atmosphere surcharged with agitation, fanned by wire-pullers from outside, brought
about a healthy change. And the students proved too strong
for the infection spread during the holidays. In the meantime the Principal expelled from the College a few undesirable
students and wrote to the parents and guardians of others
warning them of the consequences if they persisted in their
anti-College activities on the re-opening of the College after
the vacation. Happily the College re-opened on the 15th September without any untoward happening and resumed its
normal work.
In this connection an incident is worth recording. Several meetings had been held by the representatives of the management and those of the opposition to find out a solution, but
no common ground could be found. The members of the Governing Council and other well-wishers were invited to be present at the Khalsa College on the day of its re-opening and,
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for this purpose, to arrive at Amritsar on the 14th of September so that they might meet and chalk out plans of action
on the evening of that day. The meeting took place at
Euclypti, the "residence of the late Sardar Trilochan Singh,
M.A., LL.B V and continued till about 11 p.m. The acting Honorary Secretary of the Managing Committee, Dr. Sohan Singh,
had a vision on that night in which the 10th Guru commanded him to be of good cheer because the path which he and his
co-workers were following was the right one, that he should
proceed fearlessly in perfect faith and there would be no hitch
in the re-opening of the college. The same assurance was
repeated when early on the morning of the 15th September
he opened the volume of the Guru Granth Sahib for the usual
reading. With this conviction in his mind, he went to the
College gate accompanied by Sardar Shivdev Singh, B.AV LL.B.,
and Professor Jodh Singh, M.A V and succeeded in persuading
one of the city students, who were being dissuaded by the
obstructionists from entering the College, to accompany him to
his class. On reaching the College porch they met Mr. Man
Mohan, Principal, who had just arrived there with his staff.
Dr. Sohan Singh told him (Mr. Man Mohan) that he had
brought in a student who wished to attend his class even if
no one else did, and that the staff should be asked to go to
their classes and start teaching even if he was the only student
to attend.
At this stage the college chaprasi reported that a youngman was standing outside the Principal's c ice and prevented
him from opening it. The Honorary Secretary and the Principal went with him to the office and a :ed the young man to
move aside but as he did not comply he I id to be pushed aside.
The office was thus opened and the chaprasi struck the college gong at the right time.'
The students, a large number of whom had collected in
front of the College Hall, walked into their classes, and those
who were still in the hostels were brought by the Honorary
Secretary and the Principal, so that by 7-30 A.M., when the
members of the College Council and other well-wishers arrived, the classes were working almost in full strength. They
went round the classes and Sir Sundar Singh Majithia, the
President of the College Council, assured the students that
they would not allow anyone to interfere with their studies.
Mr. Wathen's lien expired on the 15th of September, and
from the next day Mr. Man Mohan became the %>acca Principal
on depulation for a period of two years sanctioned by the
Punjab Government. The tenure of Mr. Man Mohan passed
off peacefully and it was extended for a further period of two
years from the lGth September, 1926.
Towards the end of 1924, Prof. Teja Singh, M.A., was
taken ill in Jail at Lahore and his condition was reported to
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be deteriorating on account of continuous fever. He was let
out of jail on parol on compassionate medical grounds. But,
like his other two companions, Bawa Harkishan Singh and
Prof. Niranjan Singh, he had been suspended from the College
service. He had not been able to stand the financial strain
during the past fourteen months that he had been in Jail. No
relief could come to him till he was formally acquitted and reinstated in his job in the College. And he could resume work
in the College only after complete recovery from his prolonged illness. Under these circumstances, Prof. Teja Singh
sought the help of Bhagat Lakshman Singh.
The latter
interested himself in his case and wrote to the Hon'ble Sardar
Sundar Singh, the President of the College Council, and Prof.
Jodh Singh, M.A V who was then a member of the Pan jab
Legislative Council. The efforts of Prof. Jodh Singh ultimately succeeded in having the case against him withdrawn and
in securing his release with effect from December 23, 1924.
Prof. Teja Singh was reinstated from the date of hi s
release and was considered on sick-leave during his subsequent illness. While the Managing Committee in their meeting of February 15, 1925, found it difficult to recognise his
claim to the balance of salary for the period of suspension,
they were glad to help him with a grant of Rs. 500 for medical treatment.
The revised constitution of the College passed in August
and September 1924, and finally
adopted by the College Counj
ell on October 26,1924, had provided for tlie election of a
Chancellor clo the highest authority of the College. The
first election of the Chancellor
under this constitution was
held in an erne ;ent meetii i of
the College Council on May
2 1927, and His Highness the
Maharaj a General Sir Bhupindar Singh Mahendar Bahadur of Patiala was unanimously elected the first Chancellor
of the College. On the same
day the Hon'ble Sardar Sund
Sin h Maiithia was reelected i resident of the Council
ind the Managing Committee
§r
and the post of the first Rector
8. Shivdev Singh
of the College was offered
the Hon'ble Sardar Shivdev Singh Uberoi of Sialkot.
During the year 1925 and 1926, the University of the Punjab chalked out a new programme and launched forth a new
« >
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which aimed at centralising all higher education at
mofussil colleges. The
Lahore.
Khalsa College under the circumstances
was either to find sufficient funds and arrange for the teaching of subjects which were to be taught at Lahore or to slip
down to the position of a second grade College. The first
was an uphill task while the second would not only be a stigma
to the fair name of the Sikh community but was fatal to the
A
ead of higher education
the problem was, however, found by a sub-committee of
the Sikh Educational Conference which waited upon His Excellency the Chancellor of the Punjab University. The subcommittee suggested (i) that Khalsa College be permitted to
start Honours School classes in Chemistry and Botany, (ii)
that the two years of such honours School teaching be
final year
done at this College, and
ge students be permitted to go to Lahore and
Honours Schools boys as the Khalsa College
0
student o.
Aiiio was
vv<x» aagreed
g j . e c u to
I U bv
vy the
u i c Universitv authorities.
>k two vears for the formal sanction, and the Honour
Chemistry and Botany could
with effect from October, 1929. B.Sc. in Physics, however, was
started in October, 1927.
Sardar Lai Singh, M.sc., Professor of Agriculture, joined
the Punjab Agriculture Department, as Fruit specialist towards the end of July, 1926, and S Indar Singh, B.Sc.
Law. was
with effect
from September 30, 1926.
Another useful addition to the courses of study was the
opening of the J.V. (Junior Vernacular) Training Class from
September 2, 1927. It had for some time been felt that there
was a great dearth of teachers for the primary schools in the
villages. At the instance of Sardar Dharam Singh, the great
philanthropist of Delhi, who had devoted his charities to the
spreading of primary education through Dharamsalas and had
founded the Guru Nanak Vidya Bhandar, the Managing Committee decided to open the Normal class for the training of
village teachers. As was hoped, this class proved a boon for
the spread of literacy and propagation of knowledge in the
villages in the same way as the J. A. V. class had done.
Mr. Man Mohan's term of service in the College had been
extended upto September 15, 1928. But as certain changes had
been made by the Punjab Government in its senior Provincial
Educational Service, Mr. Man Mohan felt that owing to his
absence en deputation his interests might suffer. He, therefore, requested the Managing Committee to permit him to
revert to Government service before the expiry of his deputation period. The Committee did not wish to stand in his
way. His request was granted, and he handed over the charge
to Mr. Gopala Rao, M.SC V Senior Vice-Principal, on January
1928, to act as Officiating Principal.

*

CHAPTER XIII.
SARDAR BAHADUR BISHAN SINGH
1929-1936
It was towards the end of September, 1927, that the news
of Mr. Man Mohan's intention to leave the Khalsa College
became public. The College Management advertised both in
India and in England.
The High Commissioner for India
in London, Sir Atul Chatterjee, K.C.I.E V was entrusted with
the work of selecting candidates in England.
At the same
time a sub-committee was appointed to consider the applications received in India.
When the question came up for
discussion before the Managing Committee in their meeting
of January 22, 1928, the opinion amongst the members representing the British districts was for the appointment of
a Sikh Principal. The representatives of the States agreed
with them. It was, therefore, unanimously resolved to offer
the post to Sardar Bahadur Bishan Singh, B.AV I.E.S., Inspector of Schools, Jullundur Division, on his retirement from
Government service.
Mr. Gopala Rao was a godly person and had endeared
himself to the staff and students. He had come to the College on deputation from the
Forest Department of the
Government of India, Dehra
Dun, as Professor of Chemistry
in place of Prof. W.H.F. Armstrong on his reversion to the
Government service. During his
service here he had very closely
identified himself with the institution. But he was not destined
to serve it for long. He had an
attack of enteric fever and died
on the night of May 21-22,1928.
Mr. Gopala Rao left behind
him a young widow. She had
evidently no one to support her
in her indigent circumstances.
Some sympathetic members of
Mr. Gopala Rao
° the Managing Committee and
local friends of Mr. Gopala Rao, therefore, donated a hand103
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some amount of money and placed it at the disposal ol"
Managing Committee as a Special Endowment Fund for
maintenance of Mrs. Girjabai Gopala Rao.
was decided
remain with
s
was to be paid to her mon
It
was further agreed that after the amount ceased to be so
utilized, either on her death or remarriage, the corpus, together with the amounts of interest subsequently added to it,
should not be credited to the General Fund of the College
but should be dedicated to similar cases of maintenance of
the dependents of the College employees left in straitened
circumstances.
In view of the special circumstances of the case and of
the fact that the late Mr. Gopala Rao had very nearly earned
his vacation salary, the Managing Committee resolved to add
Rs. 30001- as its own contribution to the fund. Out of the
funds thus raised, a monthly pension of Rs. 401- p.m. was
sanctioned to be paid to Mrs. Girjabai Gopala Rao with effect
form May 22, 1928. And although on account of the reduced rate of interest the original fund of Rs. 89041- can no
longer bear the charge of Rs. 401- a month in full, the pension
is continued and the balance is being paid out of the Special
Maintenance Fund Account.
As Sardar Bahadur Bishan Singh was still in Governmen I service, Sardar Narain
Singh, M.AV LL.B V was appointea' thi Officiating Principal of
the College from May 28. He
acted in that position for four
months and handed over the
charge to Sardar Bahadur
Bishan Singh on October 4.
In view of the shortage of
tei :hers of Panjabi in tEe"province, negotiations had for
some time past been going on
with the Government of the
Punjab for starting a training
cla nc for Gyanis at the Khalsa
College,
G
agreed to and the first class of
twenty five students was started for a period of six months
£. B. Bishan Singh
with effect
December
lan Singh,
^1928. With the efforts of Sardar
thMt
was, however, continued for another year and the admissions
f:o the second class were made on October 1 1929
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fhe annual Prize Distribution
presided over by His Highness Maha
raja Sir Jagatjit Singh Bahadur of Kapurthala on March 5,
1929, when he also performed the opening ceremony of the
Turret Clock, of which His Highness had made a gift to the
College for its central tower.
His Highness was further
pleased to increase the amount of annual interest on the
Kapu
State Endowment Fund payable to the College
from
8
As Mr. N. C. Dar
Professor of English, resigned
his job to join the Provincial Educational Service of the Punjab
in March, 1929, Professor Teja Singh, M.A., was transferred
to the Department of English as its head, and Mr.
H
Advani. B A. (Cantab), was
ed to be the Professor
History from May
1929
s. 350 - in the grade of
Rs
Dr. Sohan Singh was appointed
Secretary
and
Manag ing Committee with
effect from May 20,1.929, in
Sins:
of
place of S. Hai
t>
Atari.
Honi airs School s in Botany
and Chemistry, for which
efforts were being made for
o om e time past, were started
Prom October 1929. with four
s tuden '• s for he first subject
L
and i wo for the sec n .
The ear 1930 o ened with
sad incidents. January 26 had
declared by the Indian
Nation al Con «t! to 1 )e observed as "Independence Day". On
th at day wo s held a ra nd meet ing in Jallianwala B gh, where
flag-hoisting ceremonv was perS.B. Dr. Sohan Singh
formed. A number of students and some members of the staff,
On
including Prof. Niranjan Singh, attended the function.
return to the College some boys put up lights at night on
the cornices of the Patiala and Cubicles Hostels of the Colrh ;, i was feared, would be interpreted by the
Government officials as an anti-Government activity and the
College dubbed as a centre of seditionist boys. The Principal, Sard.tr Bahadur Bishan Singh, mid Sardar Narain Singh
• led to dissuade them from activities that might place the
Allege under suspicion and police surveillance and, later on,
mi«ht reflect adversely upon the grant-in-aid that it received
v*
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from the provincial exchequer. Some of the indiscreet boys
threw all regard for the otherwise very popular Principal to
the winds and created an ugly scene in the Cubicles Hostel.
Sineh. the Warden of the Hostel, when
Sardar Niran]
on
account
al,
said
that
he
felt
unwell
called bv the
Jodh Singh, however, soon ppeared on
headache
whichever
the scene and his torch saved
the boys took to their
side he turned the rays of hh
The
heels and quietly sulked away into their cubicles
Principal and his companions then returned to their houses
Late at night some of the prominent boys, who were
afraid of being punished by the Principal, tried to make it a
common cause alleging that a boy had been beaten by the
Principal with a stick. They collected the boys from the
hostels and marched in a procession to the Principal's house
and Professors' quarters, shouting slogans.
As no action
was taken against any boy, the agitation cooled down in a
few days
As ill luck would have it, some of the boys were called
upon to apologise to the Principal and to Sardar Narain Singh
at the time of sending up their names for the University
Examinations.
Some of them planned to throw a bomb at
the Principal, Sardar Bahadur Bishan Singh, and they found
an opportunity on the occasion of J. C. R. function held in
Hostel
The function was to be
presided over by Prof. Jodh Singh, the Warden of the Hostel,
but he was detained at home at the last moment by the
sudden and serious illness of his daughter. Sardar Bahadur
Bishan Singh, however, attended it as a matter of
[course
w
Bhai Partap Singh of the fourth year class.
middle
of the function, lights wer
conspirators and
2"ed into darkness.
the whole College was
Then came
the bomb and it burst on the stage. The Principal, however,
had unsuspectingly left his seat as soon as the lights went
off and was providentially saved.
Bhai Partap Singh, the
President, who was still in his seat, was fatally wounded. He
was removed to hospital where he succumbed to his iniuri< •s.
Three boys, Ujagar Singh Niranjan Singh and Mehar
Singh were arrested and proceeded against. Mehar Singh
turned approver. Niran j an S'ingh was acquitted by the
Sessions Judge, Amritsar, who sentenced Ujagar Singh to
death. On appeal to the High Court, Lahore, Ujagar Singh
was also acquitted.
This incident disturbed the college atmosphere very much
and all social functions for February and March, 1930, were
upset.
Even the annual prize distribution was postponed
to the next year.
-
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\ The refusal of the Punjab Agriculture College, Lyallpur,
irr June, 1930, to admit all the Agriculture Intermediate
(F.E.A.) passes of the Khalsa College to the III year class
came as a rude shock both to the students and the authorities. It in fact threatened the very existence of the Agriculture Department of the College.
The President of the
College, Sardar Sir Sundar Singh ^Majithia, moved the higher
officials of the Punjab Government and approached His Excellency the Governor and the Hon'ble Member for Agriculture, and through their intervention secured for the Khalsa
College F.E.A. passes admission into the next class in the
Lyallpur College. This was, however, only for one year, as,
for the future, a certain quota had been fixed for admission
to the Agriculture College, Lyallpur, for the Sikhs on the
basis of communal representation. The Khalsa College was,
therefore, left with the only alternative of either securing
affiliation of the Punjab University for B.Sc. in Agriculture
or closing down their class for the First Examination in
Agriculture.
The College was certainly not prepared for a set-back
to the teaching of Agriculture. The bulk of the Sikh students
came from Agricultural families.
It was, therefore, absolutely essential for it to do all in its power to promote and
advance the study of Agriculture and thus equip its students
with a knowledge that should help them to fall back upon
their parental pursuits. Two suggestions at this stage were
made to the College in connection with the future of its F.E.A.
class; first that such of the F.E.A. passes as could not secure
admission into the Lyallpur College might join the Arts or
Science classes, and the second, which came from the Director
of Agriculture, that Khalsa College might grant a special
diploma to its successful F.E.A. students. The Managing
Committee rightly rejected these proposals as unacceptable
and pressed its claims for affiliation upto the B.Sc. degree
in Agriculture at par with the Lyallpur College, to which it
was in no way inferior either in the efficiency of its teaching
or in the prescribed equipment for practical work. (^The
Syndicate and Senate of the Punjab University were at last
pleased to grant the desired affiliation with effect from
October, 1931, and the Agriculture Department has proved
worthy of it.~)
Researchful articles of Sardar Karam Singh on the history
of the Sikhs, published in the Fhulwari of Giani Hira Singh
.Dard, since March, 1928, had once again drawn the attention
of the Sikh community towards the glories and noble traditions
of its Gurus, saints and martyrs, and kings and soldiers. Next
to Giani Gian Singh, whose books had infused a new spirit
in the Sikhs, Sardar Karam Singh was a pioneer of research
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in Sikh history—a subject to which he had dedicated his life
and for which he had left his College studies when there
were only four months left for his F.Sc. University examination.
For years he had roamed about the length and
breadth of the country, had gone to Baghdad in Mesopotamia
during the Turkish regime and had travelled into Baluchistan
in search of Sikh historical material.
For his devotion to
the cause of Sikh history, he had lived in voluntary poverty
for some twenty-five years and had tapped many resources
for the materialization of his object. In 1928-29 he associated himself with Giani Hira Singh Dard and wrote a
number of thought-provoking articles in the Phulwari of those
years on the soul-stirring history of the Khalsa, particularly
of the eventful years of the eighteenth century when the
Sikhs had waded through pools of their blood to free their
beloved land—the land of the Gurus—from the tyrannous
voke of the Mushals and Afghans.
In the winter of 1929
he came to Amritsar and edited the Sikh Itihas Number of
the Phulwari for December 1929-January 1930. At this
time Sardar Bahadur Bishen Singh interested himself in the
cause of Sikh history, and, at the instance of Bhai Vir Sin
and Sardar Sir Sundar Singh, proposed to the Managing
Committee in its meeting of February 23, 1930, to appoint
Sardar Karam Singh for this work on a salary of Rs. 250
p.m. The Committee approved of the idea in general and
appointed a sub-committee consisting of the President, Sardar
Sir Sundar Singh Majithia, the Honorary Secretary, Sardar
Sahib Dr. Sohan Singh, the Principal and Bhai Sahib Vir
Singh, with powers to co-< >t mere members, to work out
the details.
For months the matter was disci." se in the
meetings of the sub-committee and with Sardar Kara I Sinsh
and his friends, but before the plan could come to fruition,
Sardar Karam Singh was carried a.way by death from the
s< ene of his e; thly activities on Sep iber 30, 1930.
The proposal, however, was not given up by the Khalsa
College. In response to the wishes of the Sikh public to take
up the cause of Sikh history, expressed in a meeting held in
the Guru-ka-Bagh (Darbar
Sahib),
Amritsar,
on
October
1,
1
1930, to mourn the sad death of Sardar Karam Singh, th
Managing Committee appointed Sardar Jagat Singh, M.A V for
a period of six months from December 8, 1930, on Rs. 120|P.M V in the grade of 120-12-240. His services were, however,
dispensed with from June 27, 1931.
At this tim ? Sardar Ganda Singh's woi k in Sikh history
1
attx cted the attention of the College authorities. He had
returned from Persia in the Christmas of 1930 and was tryinpto settle down in Lahore. While in Persia he had written two
books, the Inkishaf-i-Haqiqat in Urdu and the Sikhi Prachar
in Panjabi.
But what brought him into prominence as a
s\
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worker in History were his two papers, the Last Days of
.Maharaja Khar ok Singh and Kanwar Nau-Nihal Singh and
. A Bibliography of Sikh History published in the Itihas Number
of the Phulwari, winning the First Prize for him. The appointment of Sardar Ganda Singh was made/ with effect from
October 20, 1931. He was to work as Editor of the Khalsa
.Advocate as well as Research Scholar in Sikh History, and
his salary of Rs. 100 per month was to be shared between the
Chief
Khalsa
Diwan
and the Khalsa
College.
The scheme could not work well. The work of
research in history at the College and of editing a weekly
paper in the office of the Chief Khalsa Diwan near the Majitha
Housd at a distance of about two miles was not an agreeable
combination. Sardar Ganda Singh was, therefore, relieved
of his editorial work from the first week of December and
was freed to devote his undivided attention to research in
Sikh history.
During the year 1932 the College not only consolidated
the expansions it had already made in different directions but
was also able to cope with the increasing demand for the extension of the teaching staff. Since the arrival of Principal
Bishen Singh, the College had made rapid strides not only
in numbers, which in October 1932 rose to the then record
figure of 986, but also in the variety of activities. The College
had its M.A. classes in English and History. It had added
Honours courses in English, Mathematics, History and Economics and had established Honours Schools of Botany and
Chemistry, B.SC. classes in Agriculture had also been formed.
Fruit Preservation class was started in the Botany
Department and Soap Making in the Chemistry Department.
A chair for Research in Sikh History had been established.
All this had added enormously to the financial and other responsibilities of tho Management. The Honours Schools cost
the College Rs. 15,000 in the extension of laboratories and
an annual charge of Rs. 10,000 in the matter of staff and
equipment. The B.SC. Agriculture classes cost Rs. 50,000 in
the shape of buildings, dairy cattle and equipment, and about
Rs. 15,000 for staff and annual contingencies. But this money
was rightly spent and it enhanced the reputation of the institution. Very few colleges in the Punjab, excepting the Government and Forman Christian Colleges at Lahore, had gone to
such lengths in expanding their teaching activities as the
Khalsa College, and this won for it quite a unique and enviable
position among the mofussil colleges in the province.
The teaching of Political Science to the Degree classes
was commenced from March, 1933, and was entrusted to
Sardar Waryam Singh, M.A., LL.B V who had joined the College
in October, 1931, as Lecturer in History. The subject soon

110
became very popular and as many as 140 students registered
themselves for it by the end of the year.
There was a set-back in the case of J.A.V. Training Class
in 1933. In December, 1932, the Government of the Punjab,
Ministry of Education, decided to discontinue the Junior AngloVernacular examination for men from the academic year
1933-34. There was, therefore, no option for the Khalsa
College but to abolish these classes and to dispense with the
service of the teaching staff, Prof. Uttam Singh Gheba,
M.A V B.T V and Sardar Sunder Singh, B.A., S.A.VV with effect
from April, 1933.
After the appointment of Sardar Ganda Singh to the Sikh
History Research Department, it had been considered of prime
importance that, before doing anything else, he should undertake the collection of all Sikh historical material available in
this country. He set about this task in right earnest, and at
the same time busied himself with the compilation of a descriptive Bibliography of Sikh History, embodying every available
information about the authors, titles and publishers, places and
dates of publication of the works noted therein, and, in the
case of manuscripts, the names of persons and libraries
possessing them, together with a brief description of their
contents. This compilation was begun by him at Basrah
(Mesopotamia) in 1921 for his own private collection. With
its gradual growth in length, and as a result of the idea of
making it detailed and descriptive, it assumed the form of a
regular bibliography. Having described all the books and
manuscripts in the College and his own private libraries, he
ransacked the well-known collections and libraries at Amritsar,
Lahore and Ferozepore. But there were so many collections
of manuscripts and rare and out-of-point works outside the
Punjab which had to be consulted. He was, therefore, sent
out on a tour of the eastern provinces on June, 1, 1933. For
full five months he was away from the college and during
this period he explored all the important collections of the
imperial Library, the Asiatic Society of Bengal and the Bengal
^T™« Record Office, Calcutta, the Khuda Bakhsh Oriental Public
Library at Bankipore (Patna), the University libraries at
Allahabad, Lucknow, Kanpur, Agra and Delhi, the Nudwat-ulUlama, Lucknow, and the Abdus-Salam and Subhanullah Sections of the Aligarh Muslim University. He returned to
Amritsar on October 31, and brought with him valuable
material bearing on the Sikhs. Details of the work done
during the tour and of the material collected are given in
An Account of S. Ganda Singh's Five Months' Research Tour
{June 1, to October 31,1933), published by the College in 1934.
The College stood well above the average in its 1933
University results. In M.A. English the pass percentage was
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75, witn 9 out of 12 declared successful. Gurbachan Singh
Talib passed in the first division, standing first in the Province.
In M.A. (History) the result was 83%. In M.sc. Chemistry
Khalsa College students appeared for the first time with cent
per cent result, and Gurbachan Singh Ball secured the first
position in the First Division. In M.sc. 1Botany three boys
were sent up and all the three passed, one of them got second
position in the province. In B.SC. Honours Schools in Chemistry and Botany also the results were 100%, and our Botany
student Parkash Lai stood first in the University and secured
a scholarship of Rs. 25|- P.M. The result of the B.SC. Agriculture (Final) was 90%, and of Part I 80%, and the Khalsa
College stood shoulder to shoulder with the Government
Agricultural College, Lyallpur.
In May, 1933, was established a Muslim Intermediate
College at Amritsar by adding the first two College classes
to the local M.A.-O. High School. Sardar Bahadur Bishan
Singh feared the generation of a dangerous type of antinatioanl communalism through denominational institutions of
this type. Referring to it in his Annual Report for 1933-34,
he wrote, " We do not mind the reduction in our numbers
so much as the enforced isolation by which we would be
obliged to handle only Sikh students in our College. So far
our College has had the unique opportunity of serving Hindus
and Muslims as well as Sikhs as we had on our rolls students
belonging to different communities. They had got a chance
of getting their communal angularities rubbed off, and of
developing a true and well-fused national spirit ; nnd wo too
by serving all alike helped to maintain a cosmopolitan spirit
amongst us. But now we are threatened to be segregated,
against our own will, into a communal institution, in which
students belonging mainly to one community will be taught.
Will it be an improvement, we ask, from a national point of
view, when Hindu students will be reading in the Hindu College,
Muslim students in the Muslim College and Sikhs alone in
the Sikh College ? Will it not do a positive harm to the
spirit of youngmen who will be drawn away from an intercommunal College to be shut up in water-tight compartments ? " To illustrate his point of view further, he quoted
para 64, page 150, of the University Enquiry Committee's
Report which runs as follows :
It
is
unfortunate
that
so
many
of
the
Colleges
are
1
denominational' in the narrowest sense of the word. In
Lahore, Government and Forman Christian Colleges contain students of all communities, and their atmosphere
can be said to be fairly cosmopolitan. D.A.V., Islamia
and Sanatana Dharma Colleges, however, are confined
almost entirely to students of one community in each case,
< «
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though technically they are open to students of every
community. An extreme example is that of the Islamia
College, which includes not a single non-Muslim in a total
enrolment of over a thousand students. The number of
non-Hindu students at the D.A.V. College is also negligible,
and its atmosphere is distinctly of a culture and civilisation associated with only one community. We wonder if
the bitter communalism now so widely prevalent in the
Punjab, evidence of which obtruded itself upon our attention almost every day of our enquiry, is not the result, at
least in some measure, of the existence of these communal
Colleges."
The Khalsa College, on the other hand, could be placed
at par with the Government and the Forman Christian Colleges
at Lahore as far as the cosmopolitan nature of its atmosphere
was concerned. Out of the total strength of 986 students on
its rolls in October, 1932, it had 195 (19.73' ) Hindus, 99
(10.04%) Muslims, 690 (69.98%) Sikhs and 2 (.20%) others.
The admission of as many as 20% Hindus and over 10%
Muslim boys into the Khalsa College,' in the presence of a
Hindu College in the town and a Muslim College at Qadian
(Gurdaspore) and another at Lahore, speaks volumes for the
cosmopolitan atmosphere and non-communal out-look of the
Khalsa College. It is gratifying to note that the Khalsa College
has maintained its non-communal traditions for over half a
century of its existence, and never has a student of this institution taken any part in any communal riots, even under the
gravest of provocations. In the disturbances of 1947, the boys
of the Khalsa College kept their heads cool. And when the
Muslim students of the College were removed for protection
from outside to the College compound during the days when
Sikhs were killed at sight by Muslims all round, they lived
and moved freely among their Sikh comrades.
I
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As the term of the Chancellor. His Highness Mnhamia
Sin
term in succession, His Highness
Bahadur Tikka Yadavindar Singh
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elected in his place in the meeting of the College Council on
October 15, 1933.
And in the same meeting Sardar Sewaram Singh, B.A.,
LL.BV District and Sessions
Judge, Multan, was elected Rector of the College in place of the
Hon'ble Sardar Shivdev Singh
Uberoi.
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1934 and 1935 were comparatively uneventful years and the
College continued its steady
progress in different spheres of
life, with marked improvement
on the games side. In fooball,
the University trophy was won
for the second and third year in
sucession. The Cricket Club
also went from victory to victory and was declared the University champions for both the
years.

Chaman Lai of the III year
class gave very good account
wtvurum isingn
of himself in the Punjab Olympic Wrestling Championship by
coming out first in his weight in 1935. He was selected to
represent the province in the All-India Olympic Meet, in
which, too, he came out with flying colours. He was provisonally selected to represent India at the World Olympic
Games to be held in Berlin (Germany) in July 1936.
On account of his declining health, Principal Bishan
Singh was on sick leave for four and a half months in 1934,
and Sardar Narain Singh M.AV LL.B., the Senior Vice-Principal,
officiated in his place.
Sardar Ganda Singh of the Sikh History Research
Department issued three books in 1935. Life of Banda Singh
Bahadur and Diwan-i-Nanak Shah were published by
Khalsa College and History
the Gurdwara Shahidganj
Lahore by the author himself.
Life of Banda Singh Bahadur has been very highly
spoken of by ail competent scholars as a dispassionate historical account of the life and deeds of the great hero. In the
words of a reviewer, " this book stands as a most reliable and
authoritative history of the period immediately after the
death of Guru Govind Singh."
And in the words of Dr.
Narendra K. Sinha of the Calcutta University " Banda Singh
Bahadur is the first critical and detailed account of the life and
work on one of the most fascinating characters of Indian
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history. The attempt to solve the difficulties that beset the
treatment of this subject has been very successful."
The original manuscript of the Diwan-i-N anak Shah, a
translation of Guru Arjan's Bukhmani in Persian verse, had
been taken to France by Lieut-Colonel Antoine Louis Henri
Polier towards the end of the eighteenth century. The Colonel
died on February 9, 1795, and when his collection of manuscripts was transferred to the Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris,
some eighty years after his dea.th, the Dhvan-i-Nanak also
found its way to that library and was registered on August
16, 1875, under Manuscript No. 687 of Supplement Persian.
It was from there that it was hunted up by Sardar Umrao
Singh Shergil Majithia, elder brother of the late Sir Sundar
Singh, in 1921 and transcribed in 1929. For years the learned
Sardar worked on the manuscript and saw it through the press
in August, 1935.
History of the Gurdwara Shahidganj, Lahore, from its
origin to November, 1935, traces the history of the site, in the
Landa Bazar, Lahore, of indiscriminate massacres of thousands
of Sikhs, including the great Sikh martyrs like Bhai Mani
Singh and Bhai Taru Singh, during the dark days of Khan
Bahadur Zakariya Khan and Mir Muin-ud-Din, popularly
known as Mir Mannu, and of the efforts of the Muslims to
deprive the Sikhs of this " Place of Martyrs ". At the end it
recounts the triumphs of the Khalsa in gaining and retaining
the possession of the place, first in 1764 after the conquest of
Lahore by the Sikh Sardars and then in 1935 when the
Muslims tried to take forcible
possession of it and made murderous attacks on the Sikhs to
frighten them into submission.
But a Sikh knows no surrender
to tyranny and injustice.
i
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Sardar Bahadur Sir Teja
Singh Malik, I.S.E., was elected
Rector of the College on July
14, 1936, in place of Sardar
Sewaram Sinsrh.
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Sir Teja Singh Malik
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As the health of Sardar
Bahadur Bishan Singh showed
no signs of improvement, he
laid down the reins of the College and made over the charge
to Prof. Jodh Singh, M.A V on
September 28, 1936.

11

Ot

I

CHAPTER XIV
SARBAR BAHADUR BHAI JODH SINGH
1936me of Prof. Jodh Singh, M.AV for the principalship
e Khalsa College was proposed in March, 1936, by H
Maharaja Sir Bhupindar Singh of Patiala. Wi
Majithia
March 26
" I am writing to recommend very strongly the name
of Prof. Jodh Singh as a prospective candidate for
Principalship of the Khalsa College. He has, I know,
work for the College, and
will, therend his colleagues
of, and the
be
community with whi
head
eminence
and
renown
r
elad to see him aDDoi
would ask you to do your very best to help him for this."
Maharaja Bhupindar Singh also secured the support of
Harindar
H.H
2
conveyed it to Sir Sundar Singh in his letter of Ap
saying
iC
Since writing to you, I have he ard
cm His
Highness of Faridkot whom I had also written and I am
glad that he is in complete agreement with me in support
insr the name of Prof. Jodh Singh. Please now wc* tr> i t "
v T h e Managing Committee
in Its meeting of June 14, 1936,
unanimously agreed to the
appointment of Bhai Jodh
Singh as F*riL__r%_, _AM w c w r v
charge of the institution on its
reopening after the summer
vacati
on September 28,
1936.
smooth
working
of
I
the
was disturbed by
i
two strikes in January and
May-June, 1937J Causes in both
the cases were extraneous and
flimsy, having nothing to do
with the mutual relations of
College The
were
unsuspectingly
boys
dragged mto activities against
the College by a few members
of the College Staff who had
for some time past—during the
S. B. Bhai Jodh Singh
t

^

t*(

•

£

/
•

9

y

* * »

*

i

I

/*

t

'

1

116
principalship of Sardar Bahadur Bishan Singh—formed themselves into a group secretly opposed to the Principal and the
College authorities.
The. trouble began during the Punjab Legislative
Assembly elections in the second half of January, 1937. While
a number of students headed by some professors canvassed
;h of Hadiyabad, a Congress candidate,
Department, can
of
Prof. Jiwan Singh, M
Santokh Sin
>endent candidate
vassed for
he College boys indulged in anti-Santokh Singh
Aitchison Park polling-booth on January 20,
slogans
tercation between them and the supporters of
wa
i Singh. At this time Professor Jiwan Singh
Sardar
ss by them. Later on police had to interfere
parties. A College boy was slightly injured
disp
scuffle This nrovided a handle to some of the Akali
leaders who were only looking for an opportunity to create
Sundar
somewh
Si
some
wor
time a big
At
from
election tussle was going on in the Batala Sikh constituency
between the Akali nominee, Jathedar Teia Singh Akarpuri, and
esident
Akal
Committee
Colle
ar Singh
they thought, would divide
and reduce the stiffness of his opposition to Jathedar Teja
view, they used their relatives
Singh. With this tactics
gfct the students, and sons and relatives of their friends
as agents-provocateur to excite the boys for a strike. Late
formed themselves
marched round
Jiwan Singh e
demanding
dismissal
1 prompted
demanded his dismissal and went
them
following- mornin
But
were in no hurry to make mar
and gave no excuse
3 feed
Jents ultimately dec
the fire,
Jiwan
simply made a declaration that he had no hand in their
being handled roughly they would return to their work. The
strike was called off on the evening of January 25, when
Prof. Jiwan Singh assured them that he had no hand, whatever, in the affair and that he was sorry for the inconvenience
caused to them through mis-understanding.
worked calmly for four months
when its pep.ce was
of the 17th of May a pamphlet, Prof. Nirinjan Singh, Guru
Gorakh of the Masand Party, by Master Sundar Singh Lyallpuri, was thrown surresptitiously by the author himself and
his agents in the quarters of the staff without the knowledge
i
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of the College authorities. The staff and students resented
this. Some students went to the Principal and gave vent to
their feelings. He assured them that he was as much
aggrieved as they and that he would condemn the pamphlet
and express his resentment in public. The students were
satisfied with this reply and went away in good humour.
But during the night the old adverse influences began to
work, and some of the Akali leaders stepped in to wreak their
vegeance upon Sir Sundar Singh who had succeeded in the
election against the Akali nominee. The agents-provocateurs
leaders of the previous strike—roused the students in
> from their sleep and asked them to stay away from
; on the folowing morning. They picketed the main gate
.8th and prevented the students from entering in the
College. The Principal advised them to desist but they would
not listen. Four of them were, thereupon, rusticated. The
Staff unanimously endorsed the action of the Principal in
condemning the pamphlet and in taking action against the
offending students. The Staff meeting was resumed in the
evening when two more students were rusticated. Some of
the Akali leaders then appeared on the scene and, with
inflamatory speeches, excited the students against the
Management.
At night thejy sent to the College a mob consisting of
Akalis, Missionary College students and some ex-students of
the College. This mob forced its way into the compound of
the Principal's house, roughly handled a chowkidar and a
sweeper and demanded the withdrawal of the rustication
orders.
On the morning of the 19th students, reinforced by Akalis
and students of the Missionary College, picketed the College
gate. Mr. Parbodh Chandra, M.A V and Mr. Tilak Raj of the
Students' Union, Lahore, were also there. The former tried
thrice to force his way into the College in spite of written
and oral warnings. He posted himself in front of the College
gate and harangued the students coming from the City. This
interference from outside forced the Principal to seek the aid
of the police who had to push away the unruly crowd a number
of times. One man, an outsider, was slightly injured.
Some Akalis and ex-students, with a few college students,
squatted near the gate and refused to move. At this stage
the Principal went upto them, and addressing the College
students said in a firm, but sympathetic, tone : " College
students, if any, get up and get into the College." At this, all
the College students instinctively obeyed the Principal's orders,
quietly got up, and walked into the College compound. Then
the others also rose to save themselves from police action
which, they thought, was, perhaps, contemplated.

r
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addressed by S. Partap Singh, Baba Sohan Singh Bhakna,
under the presidentship of Dr. Saif-ud-Din Kitchlew and was
addressed by S. Partap Singh, Baba Sohan Singii Bhakna,
Prof. Ganga Singh, Mr. Bhag Singh, Mr. Prabodh Chandra,
Bibi Raghbir Kaur, Mr. Sant Ram Seth, etc. The students
were exhorted to continue their struggle and not to submit
to the authorities. It was a pity that some of the speakers
indulged in deliberate misrepresentation of facts at the
meeting.
On the morning of the 20th a rush was made by
the outsiders on the College hostels within the compound.
The attempts having been resisted, an assault was made on
the Warden of the Patiala Hostel and some of the Professors
present there. To avoid further trouble the Principal closed
the College for the day. A jatha of Akalis and some students
from Lahore picketed the gate for a time, but, finding the
College closed, they went away after firing off a few speeches.
After the Gurdwara Service on the morning of the 21st,
the Principal addressed the gathering for a few minutes and
remineded them of their duty to the College and to themselves.
It had the desired effect on the students present and several
of them, on coming out of the Gurdwara, approached the
Principal and requested him to keep the College open as usual.
This was done. Admission to the 1st Year Class began and by
the close of the day 15 students joined the class, as against
21 of the previous year's admission on the first day.
The Managing Committee met on May 22 to consider the
situation and appointed a sub-committee of seven members,
with powers to co-opt any member or members of the
Managing Committee. The Committee also endorsed the action
of the Principal and assured him of its whole-hearted support
in handling the situation. At the same time it resolved that
" if the strike is called off and the strikers express regret
for their actions, then the Committee will request the
Principal to reconsider his orders of rustication."
The 23rd and 24th of May were holidays and there was
a lull in the situation. The picketing continued on the 24th.
At night the hostels were again raided by some outsiders.
On the 25th the students, who wanted to continue their
studies, organized an anti-picketing party and there was a
distinct improvement in attendance, though the city students
were prevented from entering by the picketers lying on the
ground before the gates.
The picketing continued on 26th May as before. The
anti-strikers and the Scouts attended at the' gate and helped
those who wished to come in. As there was a scuffle between
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an Akali leader and a citizen of Amritsar near the gate, the
Principal withdrew the anti-strikers and ordered that no
student should approach the gates.
Although picketing continued as usual on the 27 th and
28th; the students from the city came in through other gates.
The College work went on with improved attendance.
The situation remained the same on May 29 and 30. On
the 31st the strikers made a design to enter the College and
disturb the class work. Two batches, each consisting of 4
student-strikers and one outsider, entered the College. The
outsiders were warned that they ran the risk of being arrested
for trespass. Then a Magistrate arrived, and on his orders
the intruders went out.
R.B. Basakha Singh, Sardar Ujjal Singh and Dr. Khem
Singh, along with Professors Niranjan Singh, Teja Singh,
and Rajindar Singh, met the rusticated students and discussed
the situation with them till 2 A.M. After that R.B. Basakha
Singh issued a statement saying that he and his friends had
found the students' demands to be unreasonable and impossible.
I

As there was nothing done by the Principal to aggravate
the situation, and the unreasonableness of their attitude had
begun to dawn upon the strikers, there was substantial
decrease in the number of picketers by the morning of June 1.
Majority of students had practically dissociated themselves
with the strike. But, as yet, all of them were not bold enough
to attend the classes. Attendance, however, was slowly
improving. The strike-leaders saw that with no reasonable
cause and no inflaming grievances to keep up their spirits,
the boys had been tired out and the game was being lost. They,
therefore, were looking for some way to get out of the tangle, i
On June 1, Mr. Prabodh Chandra informed the strikers that
Baba Kharak Singh had been invited by them and that he
had heard their story and was ascertaining facts from the '
College authorities.
*
-4
The strikers tried to stiffen the struggle on June 2,
perhaps, with a view to impressing upon the mind of Baba
Kharak Singh the intensity of the situation. But there were
not many boys available to make a demonstration at the gate.
A batch of about forty Akalis, including students of the local
Sikh Missionary College, came to the gate singing " Hun agei
fauj Akali, tusi Tear deo College khali" that is, ' Now that
the Akali forces have arrived, do ye vacate the College.' They
rushed at the gate and tried to break it open. One Ram Dyal
Singh struck his head against the iron bars and started
crying aloud with a bruise on his forehead. For a time it
appeared as if some tragedy was soon going to be enacted.
But it turned out to be the last flicker of a dying flame.
%5
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At about 8-30 A.M. it was decided by the strikers to rush
work. Ten persons
into the College and disturb the
were sent in, one rusticated student, 2 outsiders and 7
strikers. They broke through the cordon of the scouts several
times and went round the College shouting slogans. The
students attending classes, however, remained quiet. The
Principal advised the intruders not to resort to those ugly
tactics, but with no effect.
At the request of the Principal, the Magistrate on duty
took out the strikers and assembled them under a tree. The
scouts made a cordon round them. This cordon was also
Magistrate then ordered the
through
remove them out of the compound by force.
The College work started with improved attendance on
June 3. A few stubborn strikers picketed the gate at 6 A.M.
Baba Kharak Singh arrived at the gate at about 7-15 and
exhorted them to withdraw from the gate, pending his
negotiations with the College authorities. For a time the
gate was cleared. But having nothing else to do, the mob that
had collected there to see the tamasha^ and a few of the
strikers returned to the gate and began abusing the Collegewalas. The writer of these lines (Prof. Ganda Singh) was then,
as usual, on duty at the main gate. At 9-10 he wrote a chit to
the Principal informing him of the ugly behaviour of the hooligans there. The Principal simply wrote down on the chit " Keep
cool please," and sent it back to the writer. It was this " coolnes " of the Principal that had saved the situation throughout and had tired out the strikers. At about 10-00 A.M Baba
Madan Singh Gaga, a companion of Baba Kharak Singh, came
to the gate and disuaded the outside rowdies from their provoking behaviour.
There was no picketing at the College gate on the 4th
almost full with
Baba Kharak Singh continued his negotiations a.nd
settlement was arrived at on the St.h.
and students gathered in the College Gurdwara
morning when Akhand Path was
Several
?aders, including Baba Kharak
After the concluding prayer, Baba Kharak Singh read the
following statement :
.

I
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•
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"I have studied the situation in all its aspects on the
spot and it is my earnest desire, in the interests of the
institution, to have the differences of the parties amicably.
•

•

* *

*

•

'
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"I, therefore, request the College authorities to take
back the rusticated students and hope they will kindly
do so.
"I advise the students to call off the strike, and
honour their alma mater, their Principal, and other members of the College staff, and observe discipline."
After this one of the strikers, S. Bijla Singh, and one of
the rusticated students, S. Charanjit Singh, stood up. The
former read the following statement:
"We the strikers and rusticated students respectfully accept Baba Ji's advice, and assure him, and through
him the Principal and the College authorities, that we
shall behave as advised by him. We are sorry for what
the College has suffered as a result of our actions."
Then the Principal rose and made the following announcement:
"In view of the great regard that I have for Baba
Kharak Singh Ji, I shall immediately convey his wishes
to the Managing Committee and I shall be glad to see
the students resume their studies immediately."
Baba Kharak Singh then advised the students to always
behave like the true sons of the Khalsa and keep the good of
the Khalsa College before them. He was glad, he said, to
see the spirit of liberty rising in the younger generation which
was the hope of the community, but he wanted to strike a
note of warning against the false notions that prevailed about
it among young people, who sometimes forget themselves and
become disrespectful towards their parents and teachers.
This he called 'Madar-Pidr Azad AzadV. By all means should
the students acquaint themselves with the true implications of
liberty, and in their clubs and societies the College authorities
would allow them to discuss the subject freely, but in doing
so they should never depart from certain standards of decency
and discipline. Their first duty was to apply their minds to
study and to train themselves for the practical problems of
life. They should not resort to extreme measures like strikes
over trivial matters. They should learn self-control.
At 8.30 a small number of strikers, who were still holding
out, held a meeting outside the College and decided to accept
the settlement. They came in a procession and resumed their
studies.
While the strike was in progress, the Managing Commit) in their meeting of May 22 had appointed a sub-committee
seven members, with powers to co-opt any other member
members of the Managing Committee, to make a searching
•

•

•

•

.
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enuqiry into the causes which led to the strikes and to formulate proposals for preventing a recurrence of such happenings. The Sub-Committee held several sittings in June and
July and its report was placed before the Managing Committee on August 10, when it was agreed that in the interest of
College management and discipline it was no longer desirable
to retain in the service of the College six members of the staff.
And their services were terminated by giving them two
months' salary in lieu of notice, and also their Provident
Fund in full.
This closed the chapter of past strikes and struggles in
• the College; and the members of the staff, since then, have
worked like a harmonious team.
Sardar Niranjan Singh's place as Professor of Chemistry
was filled up by Dr. Balwant Singh, D.SCV A.I.C, whose services
were lent to the College on deputation by the Government
of the Punjab. The other lecturers employed to fill in the
vacancies in the History and Chemistry departments were
S. Kirpal Singh, M.A V (Hons. Sen.), S. Indar Singh M.sc.
(First Class), and S. Gurpal Singh, M.SC. Hons.
p

*

The year 1937 also saw the retirement of Maulvi Sayyed
Murtaza Hussain, H.P., H.A., on April 1, after a long and faithful service of 35 years. Maulvi Sahib was one of the most
respected members of the staff which included a number of
his pupils. The farewell party held in his honour was a
memorable function in the annals of the College. Tears
flowed from the eyes of many when the grey-bearded venerable Maulvi Sahib, bent with years in the service of the
College, delivered his last speech, sobbing and sighing, with
tears trickling down his wrinkled cheeks. More than once his
throat was choked, his voice fell and the paper he was reading from looked like falling from his trembling hands. When
he first came to the College on September 8, 1902, some of
his Muslim friends, he said, frightened him about his future
here and said that he would not be tolerated for long in the
Khalsa College. "But I have stayed here," said Maulvi
Sahib, "for three decades and a half of my life, and never,
throughout this long period, have I ever felt that I was among
any people but my own. From the Presidents and Principals
down to the humblest Sikh servant of the College, I have
always received the most respectful regards and sincerest
sympathy which I cannot forget during the few remaining
days of my life.
How I wish I had died in the hands of
these loving friends and buried under the shadow of the
Khalsa College".
The 14th session of the Indian Historical Records Commission of the Government of India was held at Lahore from
i
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the 13th to the 15th of December, 1937, and the Research
Department of the College figured very prominently in connection v/ith the exhibition of historical records and manuscripts. Dr. Sir Jadunath Sarkar, Kt., CLE., M.A., D. Litt,
the President of the Commission, was particularly impressed
by our collection of manuscripts of the eighteenth century
and expressed his appreciation in the open session of the
Commission. In his note of January 10, 1938, Sir Jadunath
wrote as follows:—
"I have been very favourably impressed by the
variety and value of historical manuscripts, documents
and relics exhibited on behalf of the Khalsa College by
Sardar Ganda Singh at Lahore on 13-15 December last.
It is a pleasing revelation to me of the amount of important historical work that can be done even with moderate
sums of money, where there is a will and judicious guidance-J I wish this work to be supported by all who take
a pride in the achievements of the Sikhs and wish to save
their historical records for India. Many of these documents deserve to be published.
Although some of the University results on the Arts side
were badly affected by the strikes, results on the side of
Science continued to be enviable. Both of the students sent
up for the M.Sc. Honours School (Technical Chemistry) came
out successful; one of them, Ujagar Singh Sekhon, got a first
class and topped the list of successful candidates in the province, while the other Jagjit Singh Sarang, got a second class.
No student was sent up for M.Sc. Botany, and the only
student who appeared in M.SC Pure Chemistry was declared
successful.
In B.SC. Honours School in Botany, four out of
five sent up passed, and the fifth was awarded a Pass degree.
Sham Singh stood first in the province and secured a first
class and a University scholarship.
The most interesting
feature of the results of this group was that all the first four
positions in order of merit were secured by the Khalsa College
students. In B.Sc. Honours School in Chemistry, six out of
eight came out successful, one Kartar Singh getting a first
class, and the remaining two got pass degrees.
In the field of games the College was able to win during
1937-38 the long-coveted Hockey trophy, for which its team
had been striving in vain for the last twelve years.
The
credit for it was due to the indefatiguable efforts of Sardar
Harbail Singh of International Hockey fame in coaching the
team.
The Team was able to retain the University championship
during the next year, 1938, when victory in Volley-Ball further
added to the laurels won by the institution.

*
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Due to superannuation the College lost during the year
the valuable services of two of the senior-most members
of the staff, in addition to those of the Assistant Librarian,
Bhai Mahinder Singh, who retired on January 24, 1938.
Sardar Narain Singh, M.AV LL.B V the Senior VicePrincipal, and Lala Hukam Chand, M.A V B.SC., VicePrincipal, both very fast friends, were the most respected
members of the staff and they represented what is good and
noble in humanity. Their very presence added dignity and
calmness to the staff room and staff meetings, and their wise
counsels were always the guiding lights for the younger
generation.
Sardar Narain Singh retired with effect from
September 20, 1938, and Lala Hukam Chand from September
30.
The Hon'ble Sardar (now Sardar Bahadur Sir) Buta
imm^ttttB
Singh,
C.B.E., was elected Rector
m:
\ of the College in the meeting of
*• -'WMA;.:., --j the Council held in the College
Hall on June 6,1939.
The first death centenary of
Maharaja Ranjit Singh, who
f'^
\ had consolidated the conquests
ij
;
^ " i
S.J-:;*'-.-> '>*.
•'-- 0f the Khalsa into the sovereign
ft
i
empire of the Punjab in the first
half of the nineteenth century,
i
fell
in
June,
1939,
the
Mahara^
I
having
died
on
Harh
15,
1896
II
Bikrami,
June
27,
1839.
The
1
I
College celebrated the occasion
with great elcat. A grand
darbar was held in the eastern
quadrangle of the College and a
large number of descendants of
j the Sardars and courtiers of the
S.B. sir Buta Singh
Maharaja's time were invited to
pay their homage to the memory of the great monarch. An
exhibition of old and rare manuscripts, documents and paintings, and arms, robes and other historical relics of the Sikh
times, was held in the College hall. All Sikhs, Hindus and
Muslims clad in national dress, long flowing angrakhas, tight
.pyjamas and picturesque pagris added to the grandeaur of
the function.
The occasion was further commemmorated by the
publication of Maharaja Ranjit Singh (Centenary Volume)
compiled
and
edited
by
Prof.
Teja
Singh
and
Gaiida
Singh.
1
With the generous contributions of the members of the
College staff and a small grant from the College, the Sikh
t

<:

S

^^^^^^^H

•

Wi¥^*^*^

y rt

m_

:

^3H

•

125
History Research Department published Qazi Nur Muhammad's Jang Namah, in Persian, the only account available of
the seventh Indian invasion of Ahmad Shah Durrani directed
against the Sikhs in 1764-65. The historical portion of the
work has been translated into English by Sardar Ganda Singh,
and edited with explanatory notes wherever necessary. Dr.
Sir Jadu Nath Sarkar, the Indian historian of international
fame, was pleased to write a foreword to it.
Another memorable thing of the year 1939 was that the
annual Prize-Giving function of the College held on March 21,
was presided over by His Highness Maharaja Yadavindar
Singh of Patiala.
'
-

There was a considerable improvement in the University
result of 1940 over the previous year. In M.sc. Botany both
the students who appeared were successful, and one of them,
Kartar Singh Thind, got a first class and occupied the first
position in the province. In B.Sc. Honours School all the
three students got through, with Amar Singh topping the
list of successful candidates and winning a University Scholarship. Similarly all the students sent up in M.Sc. Chemistry
and B.Sc. Honour School Chemistry came out successful.
The pass percentage in B.Sc. (Agriculture) Final rose to 86.6,
with Nirmal Singh standing second in the University. Mohindar
Singh stood first in Intermediate Arts and won a University
Scholarship.
Horticulture and Mycology, and Crop Botany and
Mycology, introduced by the University in the B.Sc. Agriculture
Final Examination, were also started in the College during
the year.
In games too the College gave a good account of itself
and maintained its old traditions. It defeated the well-known
Peshawar team in Football by 5 to 1 in the semi-final, and
the Government College, Lahore, by 3 to 1, in the final,
winning the championship for the year. Four of our players
were selected for the Punjab University Team, with S. Jagat
Singh as its Captain. In Hockey, the College team, with
Manna Singh as its Captain, began by winning the All-India
Obeidullah Gold Cup at Bhopal. In the Madras United Club
Gold Cup Tournament and the All-India Dr. Ram Lai Tournament, Lucknow, they were runners-up.
In the Scindia
Gold Cup Tournament, they defeated the Gwalior State Team.
In the Punjab University Tournament, they defeated the
Government College, Lahore, and won the championship of
the year.
The long cherished desire of the College to have a
detachment of the Punjab University Training Corps was ful•
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filled during 1940, and the College was given two platoons
consisting of 74 cadets. Dr. Gufcharan Singh, M.S C, PH.,D V
and Sardar Gurdit Singh, R.SC. (Wales), were recruited as
Potential Officers for the Detachment.
( The Khalsa College suffered an irreparable loss in 1941
by the sad and untimely death of its President, the Hon'ble
Dr. Sir Sundar Singh Majithia, Kt, CXE., C.B., D.O.L., on April 2.
It was due to the life-long devotion of Sardar Sundar Singh
that the College had risen to
the enviable position of the biggest mufassil college in the proV-7
vince, and it is a great pity that
he could not live long enough to
see it transformed into a University. His place as President
was taken by his indefatigable
son, Sardar Kirpal Singh Majithia, who entrusted the Sardar
I
V
Nagar Sugar Factory to his
? younger brother, Sardar SurX
indar Singh, and came to the
Punjab to follow the footsteps
of his illustrious father.
To raise a suitable memorial
to Sardar Sundar Singh the
r ' of the College contributed
a sum of Rs. 12,340J/
8. Kirpal Singh Majithia
As the World War II increased in its ferocity, the College
intensified its efforts towards helping the Government, and
quite a large number of students joined the colours.
To
prepare students for the Selection interviews, a class in colloquial English was started in February, 1941, with the help
of Mr. A. A. Macdonald, the Deputy Commissioner of Amritsar.
The class continued functioning up to the end of June when
His Highness Maharaja Yadavindar Singh of Patiala, the
Chancellor of the College, ordered the opening of a regular
Preparatory class for Emergency Commissions to be financed
by himself.
Rai Bahadur Sardar Basakha Singh of Delhi
and Sardar Raghbir Singh Sandhawalia of Raja Sansi also
undertook to contribute Rs. 100 per mensem each towards
its expenses.
Through the efforts of Captain Amar Singh Buttar, the
College received a donation of Rs. 300 from Sardar Sahib
Natha Singh for running a Viceroy's Commission class.
Both of these classes were of great help to many a younc
men who joined the army and won laurels for themselves
and brought credit to their alma mater.
•
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The Khalsa College beat all its previous records in 1941
by winning three out of four major trophies of the University for Hockey, Football and Athletics, and one major
trophy for Relay Races.
In addition to these the College
teams were runners-up in Cross Country Race and Volley
Ball, and Manna Singh stood first in Cross Country Race.
For some time past the College had been trying to acquire
the large tract of land lying to its west for further expansions.
The College paid in Rs. 3,54,245|13|- on April 1, 1942, and
the acquisition was completed on May 12, when the possession
of the land was made over to the College. A straight line
joining the Ram. Tirath Road opposite the village of Mahal
on the north with the Grand Trunk Road near the Octroi
Post on the south now forms the western boundry of the
College lands, th perimeter being 3 miles, 7 furlongs and
81.66 yard s.
Dr. Balwant Singh, D.SCV I.A.C., Professor of Chemistry,
who had been on deputation from the Government of the
Punjab, was called back to take up War work and was relieved
on July 31,1942. His place as head of Chemistry Department
was filled up by S. Ram Singh, M.SC.
The term of the Chancellorship of His Highness Maharaja
Yadavindra Singh, Mahendar Bahadur, who had continued as
such on his accession to gaddi, having expired, His Highness
Raja Sir Harindar Singh, "Brar-bans Bahadur, of Faridkot was
elected in his place as Chancellor of the College on December
20, 1942.
On the same day was elected Sardar Bahadur Sardar
Raja Singh, B.AV LL.B V Chief
Justice, Patiala, as Rector in
place of the Hon'ble Sardar
But a Singh.

*
***

1S.B. Raja

Singh

The year 1943 brought to the
Principal, Bhai Jodh Singh, the
title of Sardar Bahadur in the
New Year Day Indian Honours
List, on the recommendation of
the Vice-Chancellor of the
Punjab University for his services to the cause of education
in the Punjab during the last
forty years.
His Highness Maharaja Sir
Jagatjit Singh of Kapurthala
presided over the annual Prize
Giving function of the College
on February 28, 1943. The extremist section of the Akalis

on this occasion tried to create an ugly scene through some
agents-provocateur, but the situation was successfully handled
by the College authorities and the day passed off quietly
without the least untoward happening.
In commemoration
of his visit to the College after a long time, His Highness was
pleased to restore the cut that had been effected in the interest on the College Endowment Fund with the Kapurthala
State and to raise the amount once again from Rs. 4680 per
annum to Rs. 6000.
With a view to creating interest for the study of Sikh
History, and for training young men in the scientific method
of research and specialization in the subject, a seminar of Sikh
History was started during the year under the direction of
Sardar Ganda Singh. For this purpose four boys were
selected from the First Year Class and it was proposed to
spread their course of training over four years of their stay
in the College. The course was divided into two parts,
Theory and Practice.
Theory included lectures on the
principles and scientific methods of research, and on special
periods of Sikh History, coupled with intensive study of the
subjects allotted to the students. Practical work included: —
1. Selection of periods for research ;
2. Preparation of bibliographies and collection of
material;
3. Indexing, notes-taking and arrangement of notes by
topics ;
4. Shifting of material and comparison of notes ; and
5. Writing of thesis on subjects allotted to students.
The glorious record of the College in games was further
bettered during the year 1943-44, and the College was awarded
the Sir Shadi Lai Shield for all-round efficiency in sports for
scoring 20 points against 13 of the College that stood second.
The Hockey team under the guidance of Sardar Harbail
Singh won the Scindia Gold Cup in an All-India tournament
held at Gwalior for the second time in succession. They also
won the Cabral Shield at Karachi and Sir Gokal Chand Narang
Tournament played at Lahore. They were the champions of the
Punjab Uuniversity and held the Punjab University Hockey
Chamba Shield for the fourth time in succession. Four of the
College players were selected for the Punjab Team for the
Inter-Provincial Tournament and Shahzada Khurram was appointed the captain of the Punjab team. The College Hockey
Team also played matches in aid of the Red Cross, Bengal
Relief and War funds. In all, they played 60 matches and,
excepting one, won them all.
The Athletic Club won the University Shield for the third
time in succession. Cross country Shield was also won. Seven
of the College atheletes were selected for the All-India Olym*
I
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pic meet at Patiala. In Volley-ball also the College won the
championship of the University.
The efforts of Sardar Kirpal Singh Majithia, the Piesident
of the College Managing Committee, secured for the College
permission of the Government of India Air Headquarters to
open a special Air Force class. The results of the first batch
of this class were excellent. Out of 26 cadets on roll, 3 joined
the I.A.F. as technicians during the course; and of the remaining 23,17 passed the Provincial Selection Board for King's
Commission and 6 were found fit for being taken in the I.A.F
as technicians. The Air Marshal Sir Guy Garrod was so much
pleased with the stuff presented at the Passing Out Parade
on December 24, 1943, and with the efficiency of the training
imparted to the cadets, that immediately on his return to the
headquarters, he was pleased to use his good offices with Government of India to establish a regular Indian Air Training
Centre at this College. This was the first College throughout
India to have such a centre, as all other I.A.F. Training centres
were located at the headauarters of universities.
After
weeks
Singh Majithia, the President of the College, died on February,
25, 1944. He had been in office hardly for three years, but during this short period he had
worked so energetically and
asiduously that all well-wishers
of the College had begun to entertain hopes that in due course
he would ably fill the place of
mhis
illustrious
father
and
guide
Ni
the College to further progress
and popularity. But man proposes, God disposes. Sardar
Kirpal Singh'ss place as President of the College was taken
by his younger brother, Sardar
Surjit Singh Majithia who was
•Pr
elected by the College Council in its meetin
July 2,
1944
May 1944 the College
secured on loan the
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•Surjit Singh Majithia

Sardar

Khushal

Singh,

B.SC.

(Agr.), for the reclamation and development of the new land
and for converting it into an agricultural and gardening farm.
Sardar Harbans Singh, M.A V Head of the Mathematics
Department, retired from the College service on October 18,
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1944, and Sardar Amrik Singh, M.A., (Maths.), was appointed
Professor of Mathematics in his place.
The strength of the College Detachment of the Punjab
University Officers Training Corps was raised from 74 cadets
to 104. As Lieutenant Gurcharan Singh left the service of the
College with effect from February 2, 1944, Lieutenant Gurdit
Singh took over the command of the Detachment, and
Sardar Ganda Singh was enrolled as Under Officer to make
up the Officers' strength. No. 6511 Company Sergeant Major
Mirgind Singh and No. 7258 Corporal Gurdip Singh were promoted to the ranks of Under Officers with effect from November 13, 1944. Under Officer Gurdip Singh was awarded
the second prize in Instructional Ability during the Annual
Camp of the year in November 1944, while Cadet Satjit Singh
received the first prize amongst the Commanding Officer's
orderlies.
On account of the post-war expansion of education in the
province and the institution of Foreign Studies Scholarships
by the Government of India, the year 1945 saw a large number of changes in the staff of the College. Dr. Hardit Singh,
M.A., PH.D. (Calif.), Professor of Economics, left for Faridkot
to become the Principal of the Bikram College of Commerce.
Sardar Kishan Singh, M.SC., also took up service with the
Faridkot Government. Two of the College lecturers got
scholarships for studies overseas.
With effect from December 1, 1945, Professor Teja Singh,
M.A V Head of the English Department resigned after a long
and distinguished career of about 28 years. Professor Teja
Singh is a brilliant scholar, and his loss to the College was felt
both by staff and students. He joined the Khalsa College,
Bombay, as its Principal and is now the Principal of the
Mahendra College', Patiala.
•

The annual Cadre Course of the Punjab University Officers Training Corps was held at the Khalsa College during
the month of July. No. 8970 Under Officer Ganda Singh was
gazetted as Second Lieutenant (TF|1462) with effect from
June 13, 1945, and Lieutenant Gurdit Singh, Officer Command
ing the Khalsa College Detachment, was
omoted
the
rank of Captain with the command of "C" Company in the
1st Battalion in November.
No. 6515 Company Sergeant
Major Indarjit Singh was promoted to the rank of Under
Officer with effect from October 1, 1945, while 7258 Under
Officer Gurdip Singh was appointed Cadet Adjutant in the
1st Battalion on November 1.
The Indian Air
Corps in the College ran two
courses during 1945. 48 cadets received the Proficiency
Certificates, and 19 were recommended to the Service Selec
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Board, Dehra Dun, for Commission. Sardar Raghbir
h Bedi. M.SC.. was put in charge of the class vice Sardar
Harbans Singh, I . D . D . , resigned.
Sardar Charan Singh, M.SC, Vice
and meri
torious service of thirty years. His place as Professor of
Bioloev was taken bv Prof. Jiwan Singh, M.Sc.
Hockey was won by the College Eleven in 1945-46 for the
sixth time in succession and the Chamba Shield was annexed
by them as champions of the University. Cross Country
Race was won with 53 points, and Bakhshish Singh stood
first in it. The College team was bracketed first with the
Government College, Lahore, in Athletics and with the
Islamia College in Relay Races.
Realising that large and frequent changes in staff were
not conducive to efficiency in instructional work, the Managing Committee in its sitting of February 3, 1946, revised the
grades of pay.
Every lecturer, who formerly had a grade
of Rs. 100-10-200, was put on a grade of 150-10-2001E B.10-300, while the Professors were given Rs. 200-20-400, with
two posts carrying the maximum of Rs. 500.
J

There had been a steady increase for some
number of students on the rolls of the Co
d
total on October 31, 1946, stood at 1158, which is the highest
figure on record in the history of the College. All the hostels
were full to capacity and additional accommodation had to
premises
Mr. T . H . Advani, M
(Cant
Professor of History,
_o
College on September
cars
G.N. Dwiv
Ions.
T

was

Captain
become the Joint Secretary of the Board of Economic Enquiry,
Government of the Punjab, Lahore, and his place as Officer
Commanding the College Detachment of the Punjab University Officers Training Corps was taken bv Seeond-T/ientpnnnt
Ganda
Cadets of the detachment wer
Cadre Course of the Corps in August-September
them were declared successful in their resnootivp
No
Sergeant Harbans Sin
was
efficiency and instructional ability, topped the list of
?essful candidates in Certificate "A" in the whole Corns.
The session of 1946-47 was
College in the field of sports. The College Hockey Eleven
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won the Punjab University Championship for the seventh
time in succession, while the championships in Football,
Volley Ball, Relay Races and Athletics were also won by the
K.C.A. teams. In the only remaining item of the Cross
Country Races the Khalsa College was bracketed first with
the Government College, Lahore.
As this was the last session of Khalsa College's affiliation
with the Punjab University, Lahore, and its relations with it
were cut off for all time to come with the partition of the
country on August 15, 1947, when the British Empire in India
wa9 liquidated and Lahore was transferred to the newly created
Muslim state of Pakistan, it will be interesting to recapitulate the achievement of the Khalsa College, Amritsar, for the
both on the academic side and on the side
sports.
The following table gives the pass percentage
various classes along with that of the University:
Name of the
examination.

F.A.
F.Sc.
Medical

Average Average Average
College University College
pass p.c. pass p.c. pass p.c.
for the
for the
for the
years
years
years
1932-36 1937-41 1937-41

Average Average
University College
pass p.c. pass p.c.
for the
for the
years
years
1942-46
1942-46

52.48

59.4

61.2

57.42

63.62

59.3

63.8

63.44

58.3

63.5

62.46

74.8

61.6

74.36

F.Sc. non-Medical 66.3
F . E . A.

in the

62.9 Not available 67.2 Not available 78.48

B.A.

56.5

58.16

65.08

48.46

53.72

B.Sc.

64.3

65.3

74.28

48.5

55.1

B.Sc. Agricultural
Part I
57.5* Not available 72.2 Not available 65.3
B.Sc. Agricultural
Part II
97.5 * Not available 59.24 Not available 79.1
* This is the average for the years 1933-36 only as the first class from
this college appeared in 1933. The number of students in these classes

during
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On the side of sports, during the last decade, the College
Eleven won the Hockey championship nine times and were
runners up for the tenth. The Football team won the championship four times and were runners-up for the fifth. Athletics
was won seven times, with second position for the eighth.
Relay Races were won five times, with second position for the
sixth. Cross Country Race was won thrice, with_runners-up
position twice. University championship in Volley Ball was
won by the College teams four times, with second positions
twice. Basket Ball trophy was won once, and once were the
College teams runners-up in Kabaddi and Gymnastics.
•

The Coronation Trophy for the best mofussil College in
Sports was instituted in 1939 and the Khalsa College held
it up to 1941. It was then decided that the Sir Shadi Lai
Trophy, which was instituted in 1932 for the best college in
sports at Lahore, be awarded to the best College in sports in
the whole University area and that the Coronation Shield
should go to the second best. During six years since then the
Khalsa College won the Sir Shadi Lai Trophy four times and
was declared the second best twice.
This is a record any
institution could rightly feel proud.
KZ/

The year 1947 will ever be remembered as a fateful year
in the history of India. It not only saw the liquidation of
the British Empire in this country and the inauguration of
Indian independence, but it also witnessed the horrible scenes
of cold-blooded killings and remorseless destruction, with untold miseries for millions of people, that preceded and followed
the creation of the Muslim state of Pakistan. The Land of
the Five Rivers has been the worst sufferer in this great
carnage and the Sikhs of the Punjab were particularly singled
out for massacres planned and organized by the Muslim
League. In addition to large tracts of land in the colony areas,
which they had reclaimed and developed with half a century
of hard labour, the Sikhs lost hundreds of their shrines sacred
to the memory of Sikh Gurus, saints and martyrs, including
the birth-place of Guru Nanak at Nankana Sahib. And it may
be said to the credit of the Punjabis, both Sikhs and Hindus,
that they have borne this calamity with complete resignation
to His Divine Will and have set themselves to carve their
future in the new set-up of the country.
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The first sad incident of 1947 in the history of the Col
was the death
Singh, M
January 2. As a :lose friend
and righ -hand man of Sardar
Sir
ar Singh, he had been
for over fifty years one of the
strongest pillars of the instituobi
tion.
ing at the time
difficulty
view the
moral principles, and his
careful handling of the finances had saved the College from
many a catastroph
After
undar
death
the College depended upon him
alone for sagacious handling of
difficult situations, and after the
great Sardar, his two sons, the
succeeding Presidents, Sardar
Kirpal Singh an
him a veritable
Singh, found
arduous
& Trilochan Singh
On March 3 was held the annual prize-giving function
Sir Evan M. Jenkins, the
of the College
last British Governor of the united Punjab. And on Mar
Convowas held
Day
5,
when degrees of the old
time on the graduates
Khalsa College.
was on this day in the afternoon that
Bhai Mohan
Amritsar was disturbed.
known as Gyani Mohan Singh),
omi
Singh
II Year Agriculture Class, was
victims of the Muslim
Mohan Singh and
Singh, a graduate of the Colle
were
ing from the Golden Temple in a tonga, along with two other
passengers, when a number of Muslim ruffians came out of
the Khair-ud Din Mosque in the Hall
and fell upon
them with swords and
ars.
While Jagir Singh luckily
escaped with only a dagger-wound on his foot, Mohan Singh
was mercilessly done to death. There was a great excitement
amongst the students of the College when they heard of
attack and the murder of Mohan Singh.
The Principal,
however, pacified their feelings and went
hospital where the dead body of Mohan Singh was identified.
i . . *-. . ' • '
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The riots in the city converted the College into a
Refugee Camp; and from March 5 to 15 about 5,000 men,
women and children of the neighbouring dbadis encamped
!v
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on the College premises and were looked after by the staff
and students of the College.
During March 1947, the Sikhs suffered very heavy losses
of life and property in the Rawalpindi division, but it may be
said to their credit that although they were everywhere outnumbered several hundred times, they gave a good account
of themselves in the struggle. There are instances in many
places of handfuls of Sikhs, and of single Sikhs, boldly facing
innumerable odds and fighting to the last drop of their blood.
Many of them killed their own women-folk to save them from
falling into the hands of merciless ruffians, and rushed upon
the enemy to die the death of martyrs.
In many places
hundreds of women and young girls threw themselves into
wells and rivers to save their honour. And the Sikhs may
rightly feel proud of these people who once again revived the
glorious traditions of their ancestors of the eighteenth century.
At times the Khalsa College was exposed to the greatest
danger in those days. There were persistent rumours that
Muslims of the suburban colonies and neighbouring villages
were planning to attack it.
The watch and ward of the
College was, therefore, reorganised and strengthened, but
the greatest strength of the College lay in its students who
rose like one man for the protection of their alma mater.
The College was divided into a number of sectors, and for
weeks and months, platoons and sections of students under
the command of Lieutenant Ganda Singh and UOTC NCOs
kept watch over the boundary of the College.
It may be mentioned that in spite of provocations on all
sides the students literally obeyed the orders of the Principal
and kept themselves under strict discipline and control.
Their behaviour towards their Muslim comrades was as
friendly as ever. At a stage when there was some anxiety
felt about the security of the Muslim students in the Muslim
Hostel outside the College, the Principal removed them to the
College premises where, he knew, they would be safer and
happier among the Sikh boys than anywhere else.
The College was closed for the summer vacation from
June 1, 1947, and its hostels were occupied by military. This
ensured the protection of those residents of the College, who
were to stay here during the vacation and the protection of
its buildings and other properties.
It was at about 10 o'clock in the morning of August 17
that Lieutenant Kundan Singh of the Rajput Rifles informed
Sardar Ganda Singh that a convoy of about eleven hundred
people was coming from Lahore and would stay for rest at
the Khalsa College for a couple of hours on their way towards
Julluridur. With the active association of Sardar Narain
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Singh, M.sc., of the Chemistry Department, he sent messages
to the houses of resident families to arrange for as much food
as they could and send it for service to the people coming from
Lahore. This was the first instalment of refugees com
ing from the Western Punjab after the creation of Pakistan.
They were lodged in the College buildings where they stayed
on for a number of days till arrangements for their
could be made by the Government
East Punjab
On the following morning began a regular stream
from Pakistan, and as the Khalsa College was '
e where thev could be lodged in the first
Mr. Prem Nath
Camp
developed
Nai Abadi, adjoining the Khalsa College on the east,
ppeared
with the help of the local Rationing Officer, Mr. Mathur
Sardar Indar Sin
and active asthe officiating
sociation of Sardar Narain Singh, M.SC, and Sardar Ganda
Singh, M.A., arranged for the supply of food from different
College, the Nai Abadi
Amritsar
the neighb
Refugees poured
19th and
numbers on
20th, when thef number went up to thirteen thousand As
was
their removal to
number went on swelling day by day It
took about a week for the Government machinery to move and
then there was some improvement in the transport of refugees
both from Pakistan to Amritsar and from Amritsar to downand camps
But as the civil authorities could not
with the work
Or
set up for the purpose. The
Refugee camp
ptember
and during this period the number
davs went UD to thirtv three thou?
But as the Gover
not able to m
proper
accommodation and
and winter was
approaching, the camp
College was started again from October
To begin with,
all arrangements were in the hands __ Government officials7
but, later on, they were entrusted to officers of the Educational
institutions.
Bahadur Bhai Jodh Singh, Princioal of
the Khalsa College, was
the Camp Commandant
from December 2, 1947, and he continued in that
to January 3, 1948, when the refugees were transferred to the
Govindgarh Fort Camp.
*

h

T l College buildings, however, were not released by the
Government
During the months of January and February
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His Highness Maharaja Sir Yadavindar Sinai

of Patiala
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they were occupied by Military who finally evacuated them on
February 27. The College re-opened on March 1, 1948.
During the period of nine months that the College buildings and grounds were in possession of the Government, the
institution suffered a heavy loss to the tune of Rs. 27,736-8-0,
in addition to Rs. 1,01,414j8|- in tuition fees. But the consolation that it has been of service to thousands of homeless
people, who had suffered so heavily for the sake of their
country, has been the mainstay of the staff and the students,
who so readily offered their services to do whatever they
could to serve their countrymen in the hour of their distress.
Besides serving the refugees the College afforded facilities for continuing their studies to the Hindu and Sikh students of the Government Agricultural College, Lyallpur, who,
with the whole teaching staff of that institution, had migrated
to this place. It has further afforded all the facilities that
it could to the Honours School in Botany of the East Punjab
University to carry on their teaching and research work.
The Punjabi classes of the University, too,have been located
at the Khalsa College.
It may be mentioned here
that as the Hon'ble Sardar
Suriit Singh Majithia, the PreCollege Council
sident of
and the Managing Committee
had to proceed to Nepal as the
first Indian Ambassador to thai
country, and the Honorary
Secretary, Sardar Bahadur Dr
take
Sin
during his absence as
Pi
Vice-President, Dr. Harbha,
Singh, F.R.C.S., was appointed
the Honorary Secretary of the
College with effect from Octo1947
ber
20
Dr. Harbhajan Singh
I

On May 2, 1948, His Highness Maharaja Sir Yadavindar
Singh, Mahendar Bahadur, the Rajpramukh of the Patiala
and East Punjab States Union, was elected Chancellor of the
College for the third time on the expiry of the term of His
Highness Raja Sir Harindar Singh, Brar-bans Bahadur, of
Faridkot.
i.
•
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APPENDIX

I

The Staff of the Khalsa College School on 31st
March, 1894
(Extract from the Headmaster's report of April 1, 1894)
Bhai Mohan Singh,

Head Master,

Bhai Lehna Singh, B.A.,

Second Master

Bhai Mul Singh,

Third Master,

Bhai Ganda Singh,

Fifth Master.

Bhai Ladha Singh,

Persian Teacher.

Bhai Niranjan Singh,

Sanskrit Teacher.

*

Bhai Basant Singh,

Junior Oriental Teacher

Bhai Mit Singh,

First Panjabi Teacher.

Bhai Narayan Singh,

Second Panjabi Teacher

Bhai Arur Singh,

Third Panjabi Teacher.
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A P P E N D I X II
Succession List of Chancellors, Presidents and Honorary
Secretaries
CHANCELLORS
General His Highness Maharaja Sir Bhupindar Singh, Mahendar
Bahadur, of Patiala.
Elected, May 22, 1927.
His Highness Maharajkumar Yadavindar Singh, Yuvraj Bahadur
of Patiala.
Elected, October 15, 1933.
His Highness Maharaja Yadavindar Singh, Mahendar Bahadur, of
Continued.
Patiala.
His Highness Raja Sir Harindar Singh, Barar-bans Bahadur, of
Faridkot.
Elected, December 20, 1942.
His Highness Maharaja Sir Yadavindar Singh, Mahendar Bahadur,
of Patiala.
Elected, May 2, 1948.
RECTORS
The Hon'ble Sardar Shivdev Singh Uberoi of Sialkot.
Elected, May 22, 1927.
Sardar Sewaram Singh, B.A., LL.B., District and Sessions
Judge, Multan.
Elected, October 15, 1933.
*

Sardar Bahadur Sir Teja Singh Malik, Superintending Engineer,
Elected, July 14, 1936.
New Delhi.
The Hon'ble Lieut. Sardar Buta Singh,

Amritsar.
Elected June 6, 1939.

C.B.EV

Sardar Bahadur Sardar Raja Singh, M.AV LL.B V Chief Justice,
Patiala.
Elected, December 20, 1942.
PRESIDENTS
halsa College Establishment Committt
(February 23, 1890 to April 3, 1892)
Col. W. R. M. Holroyd, February 23, 1890, to November 15, 1891.
Dr. W. H. Rattigan, November 15, 1891, to April 3, 1892.
Khalsa College Council and Executive
Committee

(later on Managing)

The Hon'ble Dr. Sir Willian H. Rattigan, April 3, 1892, to March
1, 1900.
-

•

139

<

%

>*•'

' • -» •

140

The Hon'ble Mr. H. A. B. Rattigan, Bar-at-Law, March 1, 1900,
to May 10, 1908.
The Commissioner, Lahore Division, ex-officio, May 10, 1908, to
December 4, 1920.
The Hon'ble Sardar Sir Sundar Singh Majithia, Kt v S.B., D.O.L.,
December 4, 1920, to April 1, 1941.
Sardar Kirpal Singh Majithia, May 4, 1941, to February 25, 1944.
Sardar Surjit Singh Majithia, July 2, 1944, to the present day.
HONORARY SECRETARIES
*

Khalsa College Establishment
Committee
Mr. Wm. Bell, April 3, 1892, to December 18, 1892.
t

Manag

Committee
Mr. W. Bell, April 3, 1892, to December 18, 1892.
Bhai Jawahar Singh, December 18, 1892, to March 31, 1902.
Sardar Sundar Singh Majithia, March 31, 1902, to November 21,
1912.
*

Bhai Gurbakhsh Singh Gyani, Bar-at-Law, Amritsar, November
21, 1912, to November 29, 1919.
The Hon'ble Captain Sardar Gopal Singh Bhagowalia, November
29, 1919, to April 10, 1921.
Sardar Harbans Singh of Atari, April 10, 1921, to May 20, 1929.
Sardar Bahadur Dr. Sohan Singh, Amritsar, May 20, 1929, to
October 20, 1947.
Dr. Harbhajan Singh, F.R.C.S., Amritsar, October 20, 1947, to the
present day.
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APPENDIX
in
Succession List of Principals
1. Mr. Vere O'Ratigan, B.A., R.U.I.
April 17, 1897, to April 30, 1898.
Bhai Kishan Singh, B.A., (officiating).
April 30, 1898 to May 10, 1898.
2. Dr. John Campbell Oman, D.Litt., F.C.S.,
May 10, 1898, to August 15, 1899.
Bhai Kishan Singh B.A. (Officiating)
August 15, 1899, to June 13, 1900.
3. Mr. M. G. V. Cole, M.A. (Cantab.)
June 13, 1900, to April 7, 1910.
Mehta
(Officiating)
February 12, to October 9, 1905.
Bhai Nihal Singh (Officiating)
April 7, to October 7, 1910.

F.L.S

*

Singh), M

i

4. Mr. Richard Gane Right, B.A.
October 7, 1910, to September 15, 1915.
5. Mr. G. A. Wathen, M.A.
September 15, 1915, to March 13, 1924.
Mr. W. H. F. Armstrong (Officiating)
March 13, 1924, to May 31, 1924.
6. Mr. (later on Rai Bahadur) Man Mohan, M.A.,
May 31, 1924, to January 5, 1928.
Mr. Gopala Rao, M.sc. (Officiating)
January 5, 1928, to May 21, 1928.
Sardar Narain Singh, M.A., LL.B., (Officiating)
May 28, to October 4, 1928.

LL*B. f

*

P.E.S.

7. Sardar Bahadur Bishan Singh, B.A., I.E.S.
October 4, 1928, to September 28, 1936.
8. Sardar Bahadur Bhai Jodh Singh, M.A.
September 28, 1936, to the present day.
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A P P E N D I X IV
Statement of the Landed Property of the College
I. AMRITSAR.
1. (i) Original site purchased in 1892
101.24 acres
. . 980
00
(ii) Subsequently added
..18
00
998 00
(i) Agricultural Farm—property
the Managing Committee
(ii) Agricultural Farm—property
the Provincial Government

of
. . 143
of
. . 490

18
3

3. Agricultural Station—New Farm
for Sikh University purposes,
401.97 acres
4. Aeronautical Workshop—opposite the
College buildings, south of the
Grand Trunk Road
5. Maharaja Sher Singh Road, adjoining
the Aeronautical Workshop, south
of the Grank Trunk Road
II. BATALA, DISTRICT GURDASPUR
III MULTAN DISTRICT
(i) Laranwala, Chak No. 74, 15-L,
Tahsil Khanewal
378
Tahsil
(ii) Chak No. 72-73,
Khanewal
37
(iii) Chak No. 75, 15-L Tahsil
Khanewal
112
(iv) Garha Tehl Singh, Tahsil
3011
Mailsi
(v) Panchan Shahana, Chak No.
379
128, Tahsil Mailsi
396
(vi) Mailsi
34
(vii) Kambar, Tahsil Mailsi
(viii) Lutfpur, Tehsil Shujabad . . 2851

634

1

3891 1

37 8

87 12
26 5

10
17
0

•

14

*

19
2
11
16

•

7202

9

*

•

Total Kanals
Acres
• *
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..
..

12876 16

1330.24

The land under No. I l ( i ) and (ii), 2(i), 3 and 4 was acquired
by the College by purchase and 2(ii) was given to the College by
the Provincial Government for use as Agricultural Farm. The
land of Maharaja Sher Singh Road, No. I, 5, was bequeathed to
the College by Sardar Gajindar Singh son of Sardar Ranjodh Singh
Majithia by his last will of September 23, 1908, registered at
Amritsar under No. 59 on December 31, 1908.
, On May 10, 1891, Bhai Amar Singh Bedi of Batala bequeathed
by a will, among other things, his rights as occupancy tenant in a
piece of land, measuring 24 kanals and 5 marlas to the Khalsa
College. This land had been granted as muafi by the Sikh rulers
to his father Bhai Mihan Singh Bedi. According to the land
records of 1852, Bhai Amar Singh was in possession of it as a
mufldar.
On his death in June 1892 his grandson Gurdas Singh
took possession of the land. But he was ejected from it by a decree
of the Chief Court.
In confirmation of the orders of the Revenue Officer, Gurdaspur,
in 1917 the Khalsa College was deprived of the possession by
Sheikh Abdul Haq, Assistant Collector Gurdaspur on February 5,
1921, transferring it to Khan Bahadur Mian Ghulam Farid Khan
son of Mian Din Muhammad, Rajput, of Batala, evidently on the
plea that the muafi had ended with the death of Bhai Gurdas
Singh in 1902. The matter could not, however, stand the test of
legal scrutiny and the Court of H. Harcourt, Esquire, C.B.E., I.C.S.,
Collector of Gurdaspur, accepted the appeal of the Khalsa College
and held it as the rightful possessor by an order of April 26, 1921.
(Revenue Case No. 71 of 1920-21.)
This decision was upheld on
March 9, 1922 by the Court of the Commissioner, Lahore
Division, Mr. A. Langley, I.C.S., dismissing the the appeal of Khan
Bahadur Mian Ghulam Farid Khan. (Revenue Court case No. 42 of
1920-21).
V

The land in the Multan District, in eight different villages in
Khanewal, Mailsi and Shujabad tehsils, was given to the College
by a bequest made in its favour by Bhai Sham Singh son of Bhai
Bishan Singh of Multan, resident of Mailsi, by a will executed on
February 7, 1910. Lengthy litigation ensued after the death of
Bhai Sham Singh on February 10, 1910. The High Court of
Judicature at Lahore upheld the bequest and decided the case in
favour of the Khalsa College in 1922. By a compromise, however,
some land was given to the relatives of Bhai Sham Singh by the
College.
*
»
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In addition to the above the College owns in :
(i) the city of Multan—1|6 of pacca house
0 2 3-2 3
adjoining Gurdwara Bhai Dayal
(ii) the town of Mailsi in the Hindu-Sikh
Muhalla—the site of Sham Singh Khalsa
1 3 0
Kannya Pathshala
Total Kanals

1

5 3-213

Perimeter of the present College premises
Miles
East
North
West
South

•

•

1
1
1

Fig.
3
1
1
0

3

7

Yds.
193.33
183.33
00.00
145.00
81.66

T

A
f.

*

H i s Hi

^ness

Raja Sir

Harind^ZTT^^~^~"
nannclai Smgh of Faridk^
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A P P E N D I X

V

Properties as on March 31, 1948.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

20949 10 9
676004 9 6
442180 2 11
72743 8 10
85277 7 11
20621 0 6
4370 1 3
5217 10 0
83377 9 6
18474 9 11
17607 4 0
10064 15 0
12974 7 5
2515 14 6

Land
Main Building
Other Buildings
Science Laboratory
Cubicles Block
Sahajdhari Hostel
Gymnasium.
Stand by Motor Tubewell
Quarters
Dharamsala
Farm Buildings
Agrl. Station Bldgs.
Dairy
Coupled motor
Sanitary Installation
College Shops
Post Office Bldg.
Co-operative Stores
Aeronautical Workshop
Motor for Farm

12443
7120
4341
3593
32999
1622

Total

13
14
12
10
14
14

0
6
0
6
0
0

1534301 14

0

354245 13

6

21. Land of Sikh University

Endowments by States (being grants in Sanads) & yearly interest
received
Name of State
Patiala State
Nabha State
Jind State

Amount of Endowment
700000

0

0

320480 4 0
215000 0 0

Yearly Int. Reed.

24500

0

0

Nil
7900 0 0

Kapurthala State
117000 0 0
6000 0 0
Faridkot State paid Us. One Lakh in cash.
Total contribution by the College Staff for Sir Sunder
Memorial Fund. Ks. 12340|-.
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