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Nation is an organism born of a concept. Two things
go to make it up; a rich heritage of common traditions
and memories and the will of a people to be a nation
supported by their collective action. If the activities of
the Sikhs in the eighteenth century are viewed in the above
context it would be evident that they are full of those
thrills, of those daring deeds and of those records of
self-sacrifices the memory of which any people would
cherish and treasure with pride. It shows how nations are
born and develop^ from inf ancy to maturity. If the blood
of heroes is the seed of a nation, the Sikhs as lovers of
human independence, self-respect and honour, gave enough
of it during this period. The seed thus sown sprouted
and grew and fructified; and the Sikhs attained a status
of nation-hood•
As against the above there is another view. Some
scholars, both European and Indian, who are apt to apply
modern concepts to medieval ages do not treat the Sikhs
more than a sect among the Hindus and Sikhism more than a
cult or creed of the Hinduismj and deny them the status of a
nation. They assume that collective traditions mould
uniformity of conduct, intercourse and outlook. It leads
to a general way of life and does not necessarily lead to
a nation-hood. To them, the history of the Punjab
during this period appeals no more than the study of
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institutions based upon religious inspiration and false
pride of race and belief* Facts have been mixed up with
fables and a simple history has been converted into a
complicated history*
No serious attempt has so far been made to study
the Sikh activities during the period under our review
in their proper perspective and in their relation to
Indian society* This study attempts to examine and present
a balanced view of the Sikh activities both within and
outside the Punjab, to interpret objectively the conflicting
view-points and to assess the significance of the Sikh
activities with proper historical evidence*
The above subject of inquiry has been studied in
twelve chapters bearing the following' headings :1* Background - Disintegration of the Mughal Empire.
2. Some Aspects of Indian Society in the Eighteenth
Century with Special Reference to the Punjab, and
Evolution of the Sikh Commonwealth*
3* Political Condition of Northern India in 1761*
k.

Rise of the Sikhs as a Political Power in the
Punj ab•

5» Studies in the Misal Organisation.
6. Main Features of Sikh Polity.
7. Administration under the Misals.
8. Sikh Operations in the Upper Jamuna-Gangetic Doab.
Crown Lands and the iiill States to the East of
the Sutlej.
9. Relations with External Powers in Northern India
After 1761.
10* Missionary Activities.

12. Cultural Trends. '
The study opens with a preface which conveys in
idea of the complicated nature of the subject of inquiry
which calls for a probe in a comparatively dark period of
Sikh history* and the difficulty presented by the absence
of sufficient, relevent and reliable evidence on which
our study may be based* The main source material comprises
of the contemporary Persian works. Although, most of them
offer useful and abundant information but usually they are
one-sided and.therefore ^partially true. Further f the English
translators of these works have added more errors to them
than rectifying them. The information offered by these
sources has, therefore, to be subjected to a careful
distillation and handled with caution* A more serious
difficulty is presented by a sharp divergence of stand-points
among the past and present historians* The difficulty is however? relieved.* to some extent, by the accounts of the contemporary foreign travellers and British officers which are
quite informative and more trustworthy* There is a derth
of trustworthy historial evidence of the contemporary period.
Practically no records of our period of study are available.
No contemporary writer of the Punjab, who was an eye-witness
to the events, has left behind any reliable account either
in Gux^nukhi or Persian, and those that might have existed
at some stage have not survived the ravages of time* Even the
revenue records, or other official papers of the Misal period

CO
have not reached us. The English records of Fort William
offer some useful information but it is scant and scattered
and largely dwells upon

political aspects and have little

to speak of social, economic or cultural life of the period.
The material for study has, therefore, been gleaned from a
variety of sources very often offering conflicting views.
The memoirs of British officers, correspondences, accounts
of European travellers, journeys and the Persian correspondence
between the various Courts and the East India Company are,
however, much helpful in reconstructing the history of this
period.
Material for our study has been carefully gleaned
from a variety of sources. The primary sources of information
relating to this period fall under several categories. These
are the contemporary Persian works; the accounts of the
foreign travellers, European adventurers and British Officers;
contemporary and later works of the Punjabi historians
though rare; Fort William and India House Correspondence;
Correspondences and Despatches to and from the ruling chiefs
available in the Calendars of Persian Correspondence; Marathi
Correspondence, contemporary and later Persian and Urdu works
of Avadh historians, the English records preserved at the
National Library, Calcutta and National Archives,New Delhi.
Our study begins with the year 1761 for the simple
reason that the great national disaster at Panipat turned
the course of Indian history. At the other end the study is
carried upto the year 1809. fly the Treaty of Amritsar
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(25 April, 1809) the eastern boundary of the dominions
of Ranjit Singh wey« sealed at the Sutlej. Simultaneously
the English proclaimed their protective control over the
Cis-Sutlej Misals. With the above settlement a period of
independent Misal rule in the Punjab came to an end•
The f i r s t

chapter of this study constitutes an

introduction* It presents a background and discusses the
decline of the Mughal Empire. It studies a brief history
of the rise of independent principalities and their role
in the political life/Northern Indiarf upto 1761.
The second chapter presents a study of the main
features of Indian Society in the eighteenth century* In
the f i r s t part-some of the aspects of Indian society have
been discussed. It brings to light the composition of
society, the feudal aristocracy and i t s evils, socio-economic
structure of the society, cultural decline, Indian society
and the English and some of the healthy features of society
during that period. The other part brings out a study of
the main aspects of society in the Punjab and the development
of Sikh community. It also throws a light on the institution
Of Sangat. I t traces the evolution of the Khalsa Commonwealth
and i t s

significance.
In chapter three an attempt has been made to examine

minutely the various centrifugal forces which reacted on the
strength of the declining Mughal empire and brought about i t s
dissolution*. It attempts to present a p o l i t i c a l picture of
India on the eve of the third battle of Panipat and immediately
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after i t . A c r i t i c a l study of the policy of northward
expansion inaugurated by the Maratha leaders in the earlier
part of the eighteenth century has also been made. I t anal*
yses the stages by which the Marathas established their
supremacy in Northern India. Their activities in the Punjab
have been discussed in d e t a i l . The chapter also examines the
rise of the Kingdom of Avadh and the position and role of
Shujaud-daulah in the political l i f e of Northern India.
A study of the r i s e and activities of the Rohilla Afghans
has also been made. The role of Hafiz Rahm at Khan and the
Bangaah Nawabs of Farrukhabad in contemporary politics has
also been examined* The rise of Najib-ud-daulah to power,
his role in the Delhi court politics and his releitions with
other powers have been particularly studied. The political
activities of Raja Suraj Mai have also been studied suitably.
A survey of the p o l i t i c a l conditions as they obtained in
Rajputana during this period has also been attempted. The
chapter bears a brief note on the marvellous chan&et which
occured in the English position both in Bengal and in the
peninsula during the few decades immediately proceeding
the third battle of Panipat. The chapter offers a detailed
study of the main features of political developments in the
Punjab. A study of a series of Abdali invasions and their
effects has also been male. The purpose of this chapter has
been to present a study of the dismemberment of the Mughal
Empire and p o l i t i c a l confusion in the Punjab which supported
the rise of the Sikhs as a p o l i t i c a l power. The material for
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study has been gleaned from all available sources and
an attempt has been made to present a critical and dispassionate study.
Chapter four attempts to discuss the circumstances
and stages by which the Sikhs rose as a political power in
the Punjab in the eighteenth century. The chapter opens
with a short account of the birth and salient features of
the Sikh movement and its two-fold aspects viz, the religious
and political. The earlier part of this study covers the
history of Sikh struggle upto the death of Banda Singh with
particular reference to its slow but steady progress inspite
of the repressive measures of the Mughal Government, ^ext^it
examines the fortunes of the Sikh community and their
struggle after the death of Banda Singh upto the third
battle of Panipat in its various aspects such as their struct
sacrifices to achieve their ideal of an independent political
Raj, the rise of Dal iihalsa, the Sikh leadership (jathas)
and the advantages availed of by the Sikhs from the political
confusion following the Afghan invasions and ineffective
Mughal rule• It also discusses such other factors as were
contributory to the success of their struggle. The chapter
dwells at length on the progress of the Sikh power in the
Punjab in the post - Panipat\ period. It attempts to study
the consequences of the Battle of Panipat, the emergence of
the Sikhs as a political power after their conquest of
Sirhind (1764) and Lahore (1765). Mainly,it is a political
study but the influence which the Sikh activities exerted
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on the Indian society both within and beyond the Punjab
ka$^ also been traced.
The fifth chapter on the Misal Organisation
opens with an explanation of the term Misal* It studies the
various interpretations and attempts to thrash out the
controversy associated with it. A detailed study of the
origin and development of the >H g^j. system has been attempted.
The salient features of the Misal organisation have also
been examined. The virtues and weaknesses of the Misal rule
have been discussed in detail.
Chapter six covers a study of the main aspects
of the Sikh polity. It brings forth a view that the Sikh
polity was not theocratic• Its secular elements have been
adequately discussed. The study dwells at length on democratic traditions. It brings to light the importance of
Sarbat Khalsa and Gurumata. The ideal of casteless brotherhood
among the Sikhs has been explained. It also bears a note
on the institution of monarchy as a part of the Sikh polity*
It concludes with an estimate of the merits and weaknesses
of the Sikh political system.
Chapter seven brings out a study of the working
of Misal government and its effects. The chapter deals
with the system of government under the Misals. The main
features of the civil and military administration of the
Sikhs have been studied in detail. The importance of
traditions and institutions in the Sikh administrative

'
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structure have also been discussed. A critical study
of the relations between the ruler and the ruled has been
made. The study throws a searching light on the internal
administration of the Misals* A critical study of the
revenue system of the Sikhs has been attempted. The government of the villages, fiscal system and coinage and mint
have also been studied* A brief survey of the army organisation
of the Sikhs has been made. The administration of judiciary
during the Sikh rule has been discussed. A study of the
peace and progress achieved under the Misal rule has been
made in detail. The chapter concludes with a note on the
merits and demerits of the Misals administration. The benefits extended by the Sikh rule to the people and its effect
on society have been studied. The chapter at its end
evaluates the effects of Misal Government.
Chapter eight on Sikh Operations attempts to
present an important aspect of the Sikh activities beyond
their homeland* The reasons and considerations which motivated the Sikhs for operations in the regions across the
Sutlej have been explained in the beginning. Next, it examines
the nature and extent of these operations. It examines how the
temptations offered by the weakness of the Delhi government,
unsettled political life in Northern India and the martial
instinct and economic needs of the Sikhs led them to undertake these operations. The chapter throws a critical light on
the evolution and application of the system of Rakhi or Kambli.
The various phases of Sikh operations during the whole period
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of our study have been studied. The chapter bears a detailed
study of the political and economic consequences of these
operations. It also surveys the causes which led to a
decrease in the intensity and frequency of these operations
towards th© close of the eighteenth century till ultimately
abandoned in the first decade of the nineteenth century.
The influence of these operations on cultural, social and
economic life of the regions involved have been traced.
This study also discusses the political consequences of
the Sikh operations. The details of many operations have
been studied in an appendix with a note on the sources
utilised in its study.
Chapter nine is split into two parts. The first
part examines the relations of the Sikhs with the Afghans,
Marathas, Jats and Rohillas and their contacts in Rajputana.
The other part studies their relations with the Delhi government, Nawab Vazir of Avadh and the English. This has been
done with a view to prevent the chapter from becoming unwieldy
as also for a potent reason that the nature of conflict and
results produced in either case were totally different. The
chapter opens with an account of the establishment of
political power of the Sikhs in the Punjab in 1765. The study
of the relations with the Afghans comes upto the year 1799*
It examines the Afghan invasions on the Punjab and its effects
on the political life. The relations with the Marathas in
their various aspects have been studied. The relations of the
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Sikhs with Mahadaji Sindhia, some times as allies and
again as foes in a bid to share p o l i t i c a l power, have
been examined. The Sikh relations with the Rohilla$
house under Najib-ud-daulah, Zabita Khan and Ghulam Oadir
have been discussed in d e t a i l . The causes of conflict and
motives of alliances between the Sikhs and the Rohilla
chiefs and the results thereof-have been explained. The
Sikh relations, though not of much significance, with the
other branches of the Kohillas ruling in iiohilkhand and
Farrukhabad.have also been examined. The nature of Sikh
relations with the Jats and their results have been properly
studied. The prudent and cautious policy of the Sikhs to
avoid an open conflict with the English has been examined
c r i t i c a l l y . The Sikh reflations with Shah Alam and their
involvement in the Delhi Court politics have also been
explained. The study bears a casual note on the relations
between the Sikhs and the Nawab Vazirs of Avadh which were
neither direct nor intimate and were, therefore, of l i t t l e
significance. Avadh during this period had passed under the
protective control of the East India Company. The study
also bears references on the activities of some of the
European adventurers like Reinhardt, Perron and George Thomas
who were in frequent collision with the Sikhs. The chapter
concludes with a note on the results of the Sikh relations
with the major external powers in Northern India.
Chapter ten presents the missionary a c t i v i t i e s of
the Sikhs, An attempt has been made to study the history of

•
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the Udasi movement. The study opens with an explanation
of the term Udasi. Next,it studies the birth of the
da.fforoftt Jdasi order and explains the various controversies
associated with it. The progress and activities of the
Udasis in the earlier period is briefly traced with a note
on the attitude of the Sikh Gurus towards them. Some notable
traits of the Udasis have been discussed briefly. The chapter
further presents a study of the progress of the Udasis and
the rise of the Four Dhuans and their functions. The achievemem
of the missionary orders of AImast, Phul, Gobind and Balu
Hasna and the contributions of their important saints have
been discussed adequately. It also presents a study of the
constribution of the six major Bakshishas comparising of
Bhagat Bagwania, Suthra Shahis, Sangat Sahibia, Mihan Sahibia,
Bhagat Malia and Jeet Malia. The chapter also bears a study
of the achivements of the Udasi order of the Nirmalas. The
saints and achievements of smaller distinctions like Diwane
Sadhus, Sodhi Deccani Rai Ke, Ram Rais, Ram Dasia$, Hira Dasia,
Gulab Dasia, Addan Shai^, Gangu Shahi£, Handalia/, Kukas and
the Nighang$ have also been studied. The names of the important
saints of the Four Dhuwans and six Bakhshisas, their centres
and details of their activities have been given in detail
in an appendix. The chapter presents a critical study of the
achievements of the Udasis and also analyses the causes of
their decline. The chapter concludes with a note on the
influence which the Sikh missionary activities exerted on the
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Indian society. Most of the material in the study of this
\S

chapter has been collected from the Gurmukhi works, such as
the Udasi Sikhan Pi Vithya and Shri Guru Panth Pralcash.
A serious handicap in this study has been presented by the
fact that the important Udasi centres in the Punjab and U.P.
have not preserved any trustworthy account of their history.
Some oral information about the saints i s available at some
centres but i t i s mainly based on tradition and, therefore,
not much dependable. The works of some English writers like
Macauliffe, Malcolm, Wilson, Cunningham, Bingley and Laicus
offer some useful information. A short History of the Sikhs
by Teja Singh and Ganda Singh also offers some useful
information. Ghulam Sarwar in his Tarikh-Makhzan-i-Punjab
A

makes stray references to s omejof the Ud as i distinctions which
have been utilised in this study. Our study is by no means
exhaustive and covers such aspects as satisfy our purpose.
I t i s open to a detailed study as a separate subject of inquiry
Chapter eleven deals with the main features of
the social organisation of the Sikhs. I t opens withfc4*ea
brief note on the social trends in Indian society and
examines the distinct and reformatory character of the Sikh
movement. The impact of the liberal philosophy of Sikhism on
Hindu society i» simplifying i t s rigidity of caste distinctions has been discussed. A c r i t i c a l study of the social
organisation of the Sikhs on the basis of material classification has been made. Population, communal harmony, social
behaviour, f a i r s , free kitchens, village community and
succession to property rights have also been studied. The
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study also bears a note on the tolerant and rational
approach of the Sikhs towards other religions. It carries
a discussion about the Dakhini Sikhs. The chapter concludes
with a note on the merits and weaknesses of the Sikh social
organisation and its impact on Indian society.
Chapter twelve examines the main features of Sikh
culture. It opens with a brief note on the land and pople
of the Punjab and the character of the Sikhs. Life and manners
of the Sikhs and their influence on society have b e e n studied
in d e t a i l . It presents a study of the progressive and

liberal

traits of the Sikhs and the reformatory changes introduced by
them in social laws and customs. The position of women,
f a m i l y and m a r r i a g e , food, d r e s s , amusements, superstitions,
art and architecture and other aspects of the Sikh life and
culture have b e e n suitably studied. It also assesses the
contribution of the Sikhs in the field of learning and
literature during the period under our study. S o m e features
of the system of education during the Sikh rule have also
been discussed. It studies the development of Punjabi

script

and Punjabi language* It examines the functions of different
categories of schools, its syllabus and curriculam and the
nature of primary education. The chapter also includes a brief
note on the patronage extended by the Sikh rulers to the
cause of education. It studies the contribution of some
notable scholars and the progress of literary activities and
their influence on society in the Punjab. The chapter concludes with a note on the cultural progress in the Punjab a^J.
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influence on society
The concluding chapter throws a searching light,
by way of a general assessment, on the activities of the
Sikhs during the period under our review* It examines that
Sikhism turned into a religio-political movement from a
religious and reformatory order,( subsequently the Sikhs
attained political power and established their rule in the
Punjab. The Sikh ideals of 'Seya 1 'Nam' and 'tfand Chakflo' ,
as faithfully represented in the institutions of San^at
and Langar, shaped the temper of the Sikh society and bound
them into a strong brotherhood. The influence of the Udasi
movement,both within an out4ig(e the Punjab, had its own
merits. The achievements of the Sikhs in this field were
glorious and lasting. Their political achievements are also
worthy of note. The Sikhs have been blamed for failure to
achieve a higher political destiny. The present study begs
to differ from such views> and offers its own argument that,
despite some failures and weaknesses, the virtues and achievements of the Sikh activities are substantial enough to earn
for them a respectable place in the pages of history.
The study at its end contains three appendices viz :Appendix (A) % A Short history of the Misals.
Appendix ( B ) : Part I - Operations in the Upper

Jamuna-Gangetic Doab and Crown Lands.
Part II - Operations in the h i l l s t a t e s .
Appendix (c) x Missionary a c t i v i t i e s .
A glossary and an exhaustive bibliography have also
been added.
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