t
*

•

BY THE GRACE OI ONE SUPREME BEING
THE ETERNAL THE ENLIGHTER
LI

Fatehgarh Sahib History
(THE LIGHT HOUSE FOR THE FORLORN)

I

IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE,

Gurdwara Shri Fatehgarh and Jotisirup Sahib
FATEHGARH SAHIB, SIRHIND
P)

.

i)

2

With humble submission and utmost regards
This effort is dedicated at the lotus feet
of
Baba Zorawar Singh Ji
Baba Fateh Singh Ji
and
Mata Gujri

Who, by laying down their lives on the altar
of principle rendered the land of Fatehgarh Sahib (Sirhind) sacred and showed
the world that self respect and self determination was the birth right of every
human being.

Lt. Gen. Gurdial Singh, Harika, C. I. E,
President,
CONSTRUCTION COMMITTEE,

Gurdwara Fatehgarh Sahib & Jotisarup.
Fatehgarh (SIRHIND)

The bricking has risen npto waist and Eternal Marty
•are pursuaded to embrace Islam.

*

CONTENTS
S.No.
Page
1. Basic Postulate of Sikhism
1
2. Homage paid by Late Prime Minister,
Pt. Jawahar Lall Nehru
10
3. Touch Stone of Sikhism
11
4. Acknowledgments
15
5. List of Illustrations and Portraits
17
6. Heritage of Supreme Sacrifice
20
7. From Anandpur to Hazur Sahib
(From the Abode of Bliss to the Abode
of the One Supreme Being)
23
8. Mata Sundri & Mata Sahib Devan
(Maternal feelings over the tragedy) 29
9. Mata Gujri and the younger sons of
Guru (The Grand-mother and the
Infant heroes and the spiritual portraits of the Martyrdom).
33
10. Factual Verson of the Tragedy
41
11. The Sirhind named as Fatehgarh
Sahib
50
12. House of Patiala and the establishment of Improvement Committee
51
13. Harika House and the Improvement
of Fatehgarh Sahib
59
14. Special Features of the Annual Gathering in 1944 A.D.
62
15. Kar Sewa
64
16 Scenes of Fatehgarh Sahib by Mr.
William Phipps of United Press of
17. , Dome Gold Plating—Why
18. Photographs of persons concerned
Kar Sewa.,

77
with

r

BASIC PASTULATES OF SIKHISM
OD is one Supreme Being, The Eternal,
The All Pervading, Pursha, The Creator,
Without fears, Without Hate, The Being
unaffected by time Not incarnated Self
Existent, and The Enlightner He created
the Man his own image.

G

Life is not sinful in its origion, but
having emanated from a pure source remains
pure in its essence even in life (O mind, thou
hast emanated from the Light of the Lord :
know thy Essence). If impurities gather
round it on account of ignorance or MAYA
(delusion) these can also be washed away
and doth sparkle forth as pure as he was in
his. origin (O my body, when the Lord
Putteth his light in thee, then thou comest
in life). The world is not suffering either,
but the "Abode of the True One" (This world
is the Abode of True One, in it True One
Abides) and "a Garden of flowers where life is
ever in bloom". Undoubtedly, it is transitionary for an individual, but then this is the only
opportunity also for man to meet his God
(Thou hast come into a Man's body, this,
yea, is the only opportunity to meet the God)
and to put out all the weeds of evil,

•

no matter where grown, on one's own
consciousness or out of oneself, in this
race or that and of whatever hue they
are-social, moral, intellectual or political.
A man thus becomes a conscious gardner
7
to tend the nursery of God, a wrestler to
fight the "Five" within and as many without,
(I am the wrestler of God : meeting my Guru,
the plume of my headgear flutters). A rider
who rides to his God in healthful joy, singing
the wedding song, like the bride who rides to
her spouse's home. The body is a mare created by the Lord : Riding it, I cross the
impassable, for, the God that the human
soul seeks is not merely a God of mercy, or
even a distant beloved to be prayed to and
supplicated before, but an all-too-humane
God, hankering to receive his Youthful bride in
his soothing arms. (I make myself the hennas
And the Lord in His Grace Himself grinds it
into paste and applies it to his hands.)
Not only the whole of sikh philosophy,
but also ,the whole of Sikh history and
character, flows from these two pastulates.
Asceticism is naturally a taboo to this system,
as much as the distinctions of caste, colour,
race or sex. Life was given to us to be
wholly lived, not to be thrown away, and
living is living in its fulness, not in compartments. The same person is the devotee
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of the Supreme as well as a householder, a
peacemaker as well as a weilder of the sword.
May he be a farmer or a shopkeeper, an
artisan or a prince, yet also he is a priest
unto himself. He is no longer merely the
disciple of his Guru, but also his mentor
after being initiated into the faith by the
master, he initiates him in turn into the
order. No food is forbidden him, but that
which creates in him evil or pain. (Brother,
that food, and that pleasure is vain, which
leadeth the mind to sin and maketh the body
suffer pain. No dress is taboo to him
but that which leads to sin and sorrow. No
language is particularly his, or his God's,
but that which men speak any where from
the heart. No caste is high or low, nor no
man condemned sinner or a sanctified being,
but he who is so adjudged there in the
Lord's Court, for he who goeth there alone
knows). Who are we mortals to sit in
judgment upon other mortals ? At no time
in the history of the world have men suffered
so much to protect the faith of 'Others' nor
accepted the validity of other faiths with
that catholicity as the Sikhs did. No other
faith has raised to the level of its own scripture utterances of divinity by men of
diverse creeds. Toleration of other's viewpoints and
its
integration with the
spiritual life of a creed is a new experiment
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in the history of religions. And for the
protection of faith, no men of other creeds
fought so zealously as those of the sikh faith.
And the one personal absolute God of
Sikhism is also all-embracing and whole in
his Activity and Being. He is the God of all
humankind, nay, of the whole universe. He
it is who created what he created, and how
and when he willed. He is the source of
good as well as evil, for if he weren't so, he
would not either be almighty or self contained. This evil and good He created so that
we might choose good and dispel evil. But He
Himself in His Essence is nothing but pure
and good. And there is not a trace of
jealousy, or fear, or anger, or intrigue, or
unjustness in Him. We, therefore know
what He is and what He intends us to
become. We serve him, not because of any
fear of His unjust wrath nor to secure from
Him any secular merit or benefit, but to be
like Him, for that verily, as we know from
the Guru's word, is our eternal destiny :
"He the Lord is deathless, so I fear not death.
As He is destroyed not, so I fear not destruction.
Neither He is poor, nor I am hungry,
Neither He is in Woe, nor I am in misery.
Neither He is bound, nor I am bondage.
Neither He hath the toil, nor am I bound to struggle.
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As He is spotless, so am I spotfree.
i
As He is in Bliss, so am I in ecstasy.
As He is worn not by care so am I not in pain;
As He is stained not, so am I free of stain.
Nanak, by the Guru's Grace, are my doubts & errors gone
And He and I meeting together have become One/'
*

It is necessary that we should realise our
God because our destiny is to become like
Him. We must not go estray the paths
even if we are made to suffer physical
torture.
Sikhism is a religion of the way i.e.,
something that must be lived and experienced rather than something which may be
intellectually grasped and comprehended.
It lays primary stress on practice, the way
which leads to cessation of sufferings. It
believes in Universal brotherhood, self-assertion and self-determination and is prepared
to go to any length for the achievement of
its belief. It prepares a follower for the
Supreme Sacrifice if need arises. It does not
accept that the strong should fear the weak
or the rich should humiliate the poor. A
disciple of this faith is a true hero, who
renders selfless service to the oppressed.
His concept of Heroism according to Shree

Kabir Ji :—

'

"The
hero is he who fighteth for the oppressed And
9
•, though bitten into bits, he abandoneth noi the fight'

A sikh hero fears not while fighting a foe
because he believes : —
"He, the Eternal Lord, the King is fearless
He dwelleth with thee, why fear est thou then."
only
"The Evil doers fear and suffer defeat."
But
"He whose heart is pure casts all his fears away."

It was to demonstrate this faith that
Guru Arjan Dev Ji laid down the foundation
of Supreme Sacrifice by being tortured to
death at Lahore by Jahangir the bigot and
ill conceived Moghul Emperor.
Guru Tegh Bahadur, of whom tenth Lord
himself has said :—
"Having dismantled his body at Delhi, he
went to Lord's abode. None on earth had performed a wonderful feat as Teg Bahadur did."
Preferred to be-headed in the Chandani
Chowk Delhi under orders of Aurengzeb
rather than yield to the ill designs of the
ruler of the day.
These miraculous deeds put heart in the
disheartened people of India who embraced
Sikhism and changed the history of the
country.
Bhai Mati Das gave his life by being
sawed alive. While he was embracing his
•
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death he sang ;—
" I love being
rightly."

sawed,

yea

saw

me

Bhai Dyalla while being boiled in the
boiling water like potatoes said :—
"Sweet are thy decrees '0 Lord
I only crave for the Name."

Guru Gobind Singh's own life is also a
long and Unique account of the sufferings he
suffered for the unsheltered.
His sons inherited the quality of sacrifice from their forefathers. The performance
of miraculous deeds at the age of 7,9,11,13
is a self evident proof of the heroism.
Sahib Ajit Singh and Sahib Jujhar Singh
aged 13 and 11 were killed while fighting the
foe on the battlefield at Chamkaur Sahib.
The Younger sons Baba Zorawar Singh
and Baba Fateh Singh sacrificed their lives
by being bricked up alive at Fatehgarh Sahib
(Sirhind) whose account will soon follow.
The Supreme sacrifices transformed the
generation. Hence forth it had become a
cherished desire to play with their lives for
the oppressed. In fact the history of the
sikhs after that is a tale of Martyrs that
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resulted in the sacrifices of Bhai Mani Singh,
Bhai Taru Singh, Bhai Subeg Singh, Bhai
Sehbaj Singh, Martyrs of Panja Sahib, Nankana Sahib, Guru ka Bagh and Jaito. In
the movement of freedom of India their
performances should serve as guiding factors
for the down trodden humanity. But how to
be fully benefitted by these is a question
that has truly been answered by Guru Amar-

das Ji :—

•

"Stories of their grand sires their worthy
descendents repeat;
And of them accept what is pleasing to
,,
the Guru.
And Monuments are the stories of the
sires in physical form. These, are the edicts
that convey the commandments of the
Greatmen to the new generations. Thus the
Monuments are the ' 'Light Houses" which
show the right path to the forlorn. A visit
to a monument creats an urge to follow in
the footsteps of their sires. Hence the
construction and preservation of the monuments becomes the first and foremost duty
of the worthy descendents.
They will,
thereby be fulfilling the wish of Guru
Amar Das cited above. It is to this end that
the initiation of the improvement in the
monument at Fatehgarh Sahib built as a
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mark of respect for the Young Martyrs Baba
Zorawar Singh and Baba Fateh Singh has
been undertaken by the Improvement Committee under the Presidentship of Maharaja
Yadavinder Singh of Patiala and the brief
history of the place is being presented to
the new generation.
IN NUTSHELL
Sikhism does not believe in renunciation
of the world or family life; on the other hand
it lays stress on the guidance of true guru.
s

Meeting with Guru One knoweth the
right way (to deliverance) and one gets
Emancipation enjoying the manyfold joys of
the world.
A sikh is enjoyed to earn his living
and share what he has with him.
. v "Only he, who eats ivhat he earns and
gives a portion to others, knows the path/'

An ideal sikh is to lead a life of service
without any desire for fruits. The basic
Commandments of the faith are :
"Thou shah earn thy livelihood by honest creative
labour.
Thou shalt share the fruits of the labour with thy
fellow beings.
Thou shalt practise the Discipline of Name."

10

r
But if you find interference from outside
in acting upon the commandments and
people do not leave you to yourself then you
are free to defend yourself in any way you
deem fit. Guru Gobind Singh says :—
Oi

.

"When the affairs uete fast any other remedy
I thought it righteous tbunsheath the sword."

HOMAGE
(Paid by Shiee Jawahar Lai Nehru, the
Prime Minister of Indian Union on his visit
to the Shrine in 1953 A.D.)
On the eve of annual gathering at Fatehgarh $ahib, the Prime Minister of India
visited the Shrine to pay his Homage to the
memory of Young Martyrs in 1953 A.D.
The faith and the devotion of the pilgrims
for the young souls produced as much effect
on him, as it did on the American Reporter,
whose feelings will be shared by the readers.
According to the Sikh customs a verse
from the Holy Granth Sahib was recited put,
which runs as follows:—
. SORTH M. 5
•

*

In the Lord's refuge One's all fears are dispelled
Yea, the woes depart and one gathers Bliss.
And the Transcedent Master is compassionate and One
dwelleth on the perfect Guru,

li

J

'0' lord thou art my beneficent master,
*
Be thou merciful to me, 0 thou blesser of the weak,
That I am imbued with thy love
The true Guru hath made me wise in the Name
All my care is past.
In his mercy He hath made me his Own,
And I Enshrine the Eternal Lord in my mind
(2)
Him no affliction toucheth whom the true Guru
>

•

-

-

•

-

'

Saveth
And in his heart abides the Lord's Lotus feet and
he partaketh Essence of the Lord
(3)
Serve, 0 seeker, thou him thy Lord who Fulfilleth
these ever
-

:

J Nanak the Lord slave is a sacrifice to Him
Who saveth his honour.

f*>

-.1!

Blissful nee tor
The Bliss, the peace and tranquility,
that his innerself felt at that, was too deep
for Wards. He rose to speak and tried to
express what he felt but was contented to
say "Of all the places that I have visited in
my life this shrine is the only one, where I
feel the real bliss and complete concentration."
-

TOUCH STONE OF SIKHISM
Sayeth Kabir : — Such is the touch stone of God
that the false ones are proclaimed false,
•

*
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Yea, He alone passeth the Lord's
while yet alive"
<

Test, who dieth
*

Guru Nanak the Ocean of Bliss of
humanity, the Embodiment of Universal
Brotherhood and the founder of Sikhism, laid
down some conditions for all those who
decided to embrace his faith. The conditions
uttered in person by the founder are :—
i

"If you are zealous of playing (the Game) of lore;
Then enter upon my path with thy head on thy palm
Ye, once thou settesi thy feet on this way,
Then find not a way out, and lay down thy head!'.

All of his successors acted accordingly.
The facts can be verified in word and deed.
It was in the spirit of the fulfilment of these
conditions that Guru Gobind Singh, the tenth
Successor of the founder expressed his last
wish in the following words:—
r

"Grant me, 0, Lord the boon
. That I hesitate not do the good deeds,
i I fear not the foe when in battlefield,
And gain a sure victory,
~I, be the disciple of my own ideas,
Cherish I, the greed to sing thy praise
whenever my honour is at stake,
-

I may lay down my life fighting

1

to the last.'

On the title page the readers find the
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portrait of Baba Zorawar Singh aged 9 and
Baba Fateh Singh aged 7 the two younger
sons of tenth Lord, being bricked alive at
Sirhind', now Fatehgarh Sahib by the bigot
and ill conceived rulers of the time.
Th Unique performance is being made by
rightly following in the footsteps of their
Grandfather, Guru Tegh Bahadur the 9th
Lord and Great Great Grandfather Guru
Arjan Dev the 5th Lord.
The place where the young souls performed this miraculous deed is now known as
Fatehgarh Sahib, situated in Punjab, the
border state of India. The booklet is
intended to depict a brief history of this everlasting sacrifice and the anticidents of the
construction
and improvement in the
building of the monument.
Worthy descendents preserve monuments
of their ancestors and depict their history in
a befitting manner. It is to this end that the
booklet is being presented by the Improvement Committee, Gurdwara Shri Fatehgarh
Sahib and Jotisarup.
Under the patronage of His Highness the
Maharaja of Patiala the committee has taken
up the work of the Improvement of the monument. It wants to see it, occupy the proper
place in the world in respect with latest
designs art and architect. The time is not far

off when the hopes of the Committee will be
seen fulfilled.
I hope the project, when
completed, will act as the Light House for the
humanity and will attract seekers from all
over the world to seek light and peace as the
late Prime Minister (Pandit Jawahar Lai
Nehru) of India found on his visit to this
place in 1953 A.D.
But all this needs funds and funds can
be raised by voluntary contribution. A small
amount, saved out of honest labour like Bhai
Lallo, can do better than large sums combined with ego, donated out of ill-got money
like Malik Bhago.
Honest workers are requested to donate
their mite because many amite makes the
might.
Devotees staying overseas are
specially requested to contribute as much as
they can towards the fund. The whole project is estimated at Rs. 25 Lacs. So far
amount of Rs. 9 lacs has been collected with
which some of the undertakings have been
completed and the rest will be done as soon
as the funds are available. To collect the
balance of Rs. 16 lacs is not a difficult task
for the whole community where Seth Todar
Mall, the then resident of Sirhind could alone
spend Rs. 4 crores to purchase venue for the
cremation of the Martyrs.
•

"*- So it is earnestly requested

that the
a
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donors will liberally contribute for the
purpose. I am grateful to the Maharaja of
Patiala, Members of the Improvement Committee and other donors under whose guidance
and encouragement, the improvement undertaken is sure to see its way to completion.
I dedicate this booklet to those who are
zealous of seeing the monument worthy of
the memory of the Young Martyrs. "Which
will act as "Light House for the forlorn"
when completed.
*
Yours faithfully,
Chairman,
r .
Construction Committee,
Gurdwara Shri Fatehgarh Sahib & Joti Sarup.:
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By the grace of the One Supreme Being
The Eternal, The Enlightener.
Glimpses of Fatehgarh Sahib History
(A Light House for the Forlorn)
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2.

Heritage of the Supreme Sacrifice.
Ancestral back ground.
(a) From the abode of bliss to the abode
of Supreme Being/
(b) Maternal feelings over the tragedy.
(c) The grandmother and the infant
heroes.
?;
:
Spiritual Portrait of the Martyrdom;
:
Factual version of the brave deed.
The place was named Fatehgarh Sahib.
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HERITAGE OF SUPREME SACRIFICE
r

The Sikhs have inherited the quality
of sacrifice from Bibi Bhani, the youngest
daughter of Guru Amar Das Ji, the third
Guru. The Bibi served her father, heart and
soul not because he was tier father but
because she saw the true guide in him.
The Guru was pleased and told her to ask
for a boon. The Bibi said, "Grant me
dynesty 'O' Guru, the quality of sacrifice
for service."
The Guru said, "Though it entails
torture, but as you have wished it, so your
wish is granted."
The students of Sikh History know
that this Bibi was married to Guru Kam
Dass, the fourth Lord. Guru Arjan Dev
the fifth lord, of whom has rightly been
said, "Say, O Muthara that between Him
and him there is no separateness and Guru
Arjan is the very Presence of God", was
born to her who stood for faith and righteousness. But the ill conceived Mughal
Emperor Jahangir could not toleiate the
saintly teaching of Guru Arjan. He tried
to bring the Guru round to the view of his
own faith but failed. In order to torture,
the Guru was made to sit on burning Iron
sheet and heated sand poured over his head
and body by the order of the emperor. He
*

-
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died a Martyr at - Lahore in 1606 A.D.
but did not come down his principles. He
passed on the quality of sacrifice to his
grandson Guru Tegh Bahadur, the ninth
Lord who laid down his life at the hands of
Aurangzeb, the grandson of Jahangir at
Chandni Chowk in Delhi, in 1675 A.D. for
the same cause.
Guru Gobind Singh
the tenth Lord has depicted this tragedy
in his own words as follows:i

"Having dismantled his body at Delhi the Guru
left for the abode of Lord,
None else on the earth hath performed
a virtuous deed as Tegh Bahadur did,
On his departure as a martyr the
whole world mourned deeply his loss,
But in the next world he was received with Joyous
Slogans of victory, by the Angelic beings."
More over,
"Tegh Bahadur was a being who
accepted death for faith.
He laid down his life but not the faith".
i

-

His grandsons, Guru Gobind Singh's
Sons, Baba Ajit Singh, Baba Jujhar Singh,
Baba Zorawar Singh and Baba Fateh Singh
having laid down their lives on the altar
of faith, passed on this quality to the
Khalsa. The Martyrdoms of Bh. Mati Dass,

22
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Bh. Dyala, Banda Bahadur, Bh. Mani Singh,
Bh, Taru Singh, Bh. Stibegh Singh, and of
those who died martyrs at Nankana Sahib,
Panja Sahib, Guru-Ka-Bagh, Jaitu and
Gangsar are the evident examples of the
fact.
.
*
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A poet has rightly sung :
" "It is not a child's play to sit on
the burning iron
x
It is not a child's play to be beheaded :
/ It is not a child's play to be sawed alive
It is not a child*s play to be skinned alive
'
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But the history of sikhs,
is an everlasting example of,
How to be tortured up alive smilingly."

<
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;

This booklet concerns how the infaint
Martyrs Baba Zorawar Singh- and Baba
Fateh Singh Ji the younger sons of Guru
Gobind Singh courted death smilingly at
the hands-of the stone hearted rulers who
got them bricked up alive at SirfnncU.
.
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FROM ANANDPUR TO HAZUR §AHIB
(From the abode of bliss to the abode
A
of the One Supreme ' -"'
•' I. J
J.J
•

•

• \

'

•

•

*

Guru Gobind Singh the tenth Lord of the
Sikhs of whom has .truly been said :i

t

*

"Blessed on Gobind Singh who is the Guru and the
:
\ disci pie rolled into one."
;J3 oj ;:
1

>

^

• * •* •*

4*

Prepared the Amrit (NECTAR) in 1699
A D . at Anandpur in Hoshiarpur District of
and administered it to the five
beloveds (Panj Payaras). He then stood
with joined palms before them and said ::
1

"Now it is my turn to be baptised by you «

*•

and so.they baptised him.
Thus the Guru emphasised on the
democratic spirit of the faith. About 80,000
Sikhs were baptised in a similar way in a few
days* time. The Guru asked them to cast
away cowardice and to be brave like lions.
He told them to shed all superstitions of
caste and birth, idol worship and belief in
any thing but God, They were told to keep
ready to defend the faith not only theirs'
but of others also as (xuru Tegh Bahadur
had done earlier. The Sikhs were also asked
to wear five Kakas (uniform) and were
named Singhs (Lions).
v
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The Hindu chiefs of hilly tract around
Anandpur were scared by this act of the
Guru, and sought the help of Aurangzeb,
the then Moghul Emperor of India to fight
the rising power of Guru Gobind Singh. He
like his grandfather lost no time in availing
himself of the opportunity and immediately
sent orders to the Nawabs of Sirhind and
Lahore to assist the above Chiefs. A large
contingent of Imperial forces was also sent
from Delhi under the command of Nahar
Khan. Their combined force marched upon
Anandpur in 1701 A.D. They laid siege to
the fort and continued it for three years
but the Guru did not capitulate, though
many of his followers died of hunger and
thirst and many were slain in the field of
battle. Forty Sikhs even declaimed him.
They left for their homes in the darkness of
the night but the Guru made the write a
document to the effect before they left. The
Guru still wanted to stick out here but the
endurance of his followers had its limits.
Moreover they were taken in by the false
assurance given by enemy spies, who described
it as only a prestige question and swore that
the sikhs were not be persued if they once
vacated the fort. So the Sikhs persuaded
to the Guru through his mother to leave
the fort for some other place of safety,
which Guru did on a dark night in December,
i

^
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1704 A.D. They had not gone far when,
on the right bank of the flooded hilly
rivulet Sirsa the Sikhs were pounced
upon by the enemy.
Here the Sikhs
gave the enemy a good fight, and crossed
the troubled waters of the Sirsa and made
their way to Rupar, a town in Ambala
district. They had hardly heaved a sigh of
relief when the Ranghars of Rupar blocked
their way and attacked them from the front.
Though the attacking enemies were done
full justice to, under the efficient command
of Baba Ajit Singh the eldest son of the
Guru, and the Guru himself yet the kinsfolk
were separated from him. Only two eldest
sons and forty Sikhs, were left with him.
Guru's wives, in the company of Bhai
Mani Singh, a faithful devotee moved to
Delhi and the mother alongwith two younger
sons of the Lord was led to Saheri by a
faithless domestic servant Ganga Ram, who
later on handed them over to the police.
The Guru now moved towards Chamkaur
Sahib via Bhatta Sahib at Rupar.
The
enemy forces under the command of Wazir
Khan, the Governor of Sirhind, and Nahar
Khan chased
them like shadow.
At
Chamkaur Sahib the Guru improvised a mud
fortress. The enemy forces besieged this
historical place.
Here some of the Sikhs
and the elder sons of the Guru, Baba
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Ajit Singh and Baba Jujhar Singh Ji having
done full justice in the numerable enemy
troops attained the Martyrdom on the battle
field.
The only five Sikhs left with the Guru
persuaded him not to give enemy the final
fight but to escape for the time being.
Seeing no other alternative the Guru
accepted their request (put in the form of
command) and left Chamkaur Sahib in
disguise. Governor Wazir Khan then returned
to Sirhind. Commander Nahar Khan and
his son Khizar Khan were killed here. The
Guru passed through the places known as
Jand Sahib, Machiwara Forest, Guru Sar,
Kana Chand Mohi, and reached Tat Pura
(Seloani).
At Jat Pura Muslim devotee
Rai Kallah offered the Guru his services,
and sent a massenger named Mahi to Sirhind
who brought back the news of the martyrdom
of the younger sons of the Guru, the account
. of whom is directly connected with this
pamphlet and will soon follow.
Passing through a barren land known
as Lakhi Forest, and showering boons on
the area about which a stanza in the Dasam
Guru Granth runs as follow :—
'

—

"At last the Sikhs found the Guru at Lakhi Forest,
As having left grazing and drinking
the cattle followed their herdsman

4
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baptism at the sacred hands of the Giiru.
Mata Sahib Devan and Mata Sunderi the
wives of the Guru, who were separated from
him near Rupar, accompanied by Bhai
Mani Singh also reached there from Delhi
to see the Guru.
Thenceforth rendering sacred the land
of Malwa with the touch of his feet, he
passed through Bhatinda, Sirsa, Nahar
(Marwar), Gharaunda (Rajisthan),
Delhi,
Agra, Mathura and reached Nanded (Hazur
Sahib) in Deccan. Here he baptised Banda
Singh Bahadur, Converting him a Sikh the
Guru sent him towards Punjab. He breathed
his last there on October 7, 1708 A.D. and
"The Ray hath merged in the sun, the wave in the sea,
The Light hath merged in the light,
and man is fulfilled."
f

-
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MATA SUNDRI & MATA SAHIB DEVAN
(The wives of the tenth Guru)
•

As has already been pointed out, having
spent the night at Rupar, the two wives of
Guru Gobind Singh Mata Sundri Ji and
Mata Sahib Devan Ji led by a devotee Sikh
Bhai Mani Singh walked on foot and reached
Delhi in due course. The respected ladies
spent some time at Delhi and might have
heard the rumours about the happenings
at Chamkaur Sahib and Sirhind through
one source or the other and thanked God
for all this and resigned by His will. The
days passed, and the normal conditions
returned. Mata Ji's came to know that their
Lord, the Guru was staying for the time
being at Talwandi Sabo (Damdama Sahib)
known as the seat of learning for the Sikhs.
Taking Bhai Mani Singh with them, they
went there to receive the last touch of the
lotus feet of their Lord.
It is true that the Matas had heard
about the honoured deaths of all the
four sons and they had borne it patiently.
But, psychologically when bereaved persons
i
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None was Yours and none was mine,
They all belonged to God, and have
I entrusted them to Him
Cast your looks all around,
Yea You see all ours,
I have made up the difference of
•

-

mine and thine;
It was only a loan of lord due from us,
Blessed Ye be; we are square and fair,
What J if to defend the faith we have lost four sons;
O blessed ones, see, thousands are
seated in the lap."

(More over pointing to the assembly)
"To save the lives of these.
We have sacrificed
What if four

four,

died, see,
the thousands are savedJ'

This meeting took place at Talwandi
Sabo in 1705 A. D. The Guru stayed there
for about nine months. There he got prepared the new Volume of the Guru Granth
known as "Damdama Bin" It wa^ there,
that the sayings of the Ninth Guru were
included in the Adi Granth. This new
Manuscript was prepared in the handwriting
of Bhai Mani Singh who had accompanied
the Matas. The original volume of the
.%

*

*

32

Granth at that time was with Dhir Mall an
hostile of the dynesty of Gurus. The fact
hampered the noble task of preaching, so
the Tenth Lord felt the necessity of reproducing an another Volume which he
actually did it in.
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Mata Gujri and the Younger Sons of \
the Guru
.

•

• ' ,

-

TRAGEDY AT SIRHIND
*

*
I

The third group of the Guru's family
members, which is directly concerned with
this pamphlet, was consisted of Mata Gujrijj-,
the mother of the Guru and the Younger
sons, Baba Zorawar Singh and Baba Fate^i
Singh Ji- At the time of disturbance created
by the Ranghars near Rupar this gro;up
was separated from the others. Accompanied
by the Guru's house hold servant Gang^
Ram, they reached his (Ganga Ram's)
village Saheri in the jurisdiction of Morinda
Police Station. At first Ganga Ram entertained the party well and showed them diie
regards, but after a day or two, partly due
to the fear of the Government of the day and
partly in the hope of receiving the reward
which the member of the family carried
on their heads turned an enemy of their
lives. It is also believed that Mata Ji carried
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a huge cash with her. Out of greed Ganga
Ram wanted to relieve her of that money,
So he threatened them to hand over to him
what they had, but when they refused to do
under threat, he lodged a report with Morinda
Police Station Officer, saying, "The younger
sons of the Guru and his mother are taking
shelter with me at my house, I will hand
them over to the police."
No sooner did he lodge the report than
Jani Khan and Mani Khan two police officers
reached Saheri, put the Mata and the infant
sons under arrest and sent them to Sirhind
Central Police Station under escort on Dec.
21, 1704 A.D. As has previously been referred
to, the Governor of Sirhind, Wazir Khan,
having finished his campaign at Chamkaur
Sahib, had reached Sirhind by that time.
On December 22, the Governor summoned
the sons of the Guru to the court. They
Were produced before him. He said, "Lads
your father and brothers have been killed
in the battle at Chamkaur.
Now there
is none to help, guide or look after you.
Just embrace ISLAM and you will be
provided with all the comforts, luxries
and position available on the earth. But
the scholors of the Sikh history know
well, how Wazir Khan tried in vain to
convert them muslims by promising them
the false charms or beauty, delicacies,
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riches, positions, raiments, indulgence in
women, Royal palaces end dominion.
But how can these charms demoralise
those whose great grandfather says :"Neither precious is beauty'
Nor delicacies, nor fine raiment
Nor sons nor friends, nor brothers, nor kinsmen,
nor indulgence in woment
Nor proficiency in knowledge nor sharpness
of the mind;
Precious only is the Lord's name, which one
aitainth,
By God's Grace, in the society of Saints."
\ .

i

and who believe in:*

"If one abides in a broken hut.
And hath neither friends nor a beloved, nor beauty,
nor riches nor kindreds to lean upon,
Is a king of Universe, if his mind is
imbued with the Lord's Name,
Yea, 'tis with the dust of His feet that
one is saved for the Lord with him is pleased."
and

JTO&S k
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" / seek no domination for me, nor deliverence either
For, I crave for nothing but the love of
the Lotus feet."
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And who have taken shelter
hands of Guru Nanak who says:
ft

+»

at the

+>*

ft\a
l

*'// wy ^>flZtf ce were raised of jewels
and inlaid with rabies
And pleasantly plastered with mushk
and saffron, and Sandal paste,
* -> -

,

Would then, I lose myself and forget
fAi Lord's name,
Let my body and soid burn' without thee,
There is no abode else for me, but thine '0' Lord
If the earth were studed with diamonds,
And my bedstead were strung with rubies,
And the dancing hour, her face sparkling • • '
I

v.-
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•
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•

•

*

*

. like the shining bead
invite me with her gestures tender,
Would then I lose myself and forget
the Lords name,
If I were an ascetic centred on self,
And possesed the power to perform miracles,

9'

*

•

And could assume now subtle nor manifest body,
And the people had faith for that,
Would then I lose my head and forget thy Name
Even If I were a king, a gatherer of armies
i ' .. / .
and my seat were on throne.
f
'O all that, would be in vain,
' .. If I forget Thee '0' my loved Lord."

The young martyrs are being harrased in order to embrace Islam
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In whose ears the sayings of their grandfather Guru Tegh Bahadur always echo:"Riches, wife, possessions; which thou
thinkest are thine,
Keep not thy company (In the yond)
This 0* Nanak is the whole truth; know then this"m

And whose hearts are enjoying the
bliss, that according to Kabir is in-expressable and can only be felt :"With what shall I compare the thrill of
touching the Lotus feet of God,
Yea, it becometh not me to utter it, for,
it can only be experienced and seen,"

Realising his utter failure in this bargain he began to threaten the angelic lads.
But fear can over-power only those whose
soul is not pure, who are weak at heart
and who hath shaken their faith. But why
fear those who believe in the saying of the
Fourth Lord Guru Ram Dass Ji :—
"The lord see-eth hearth every day every thing
'0' my life and he alone is afraid who commiteth sin,
But he whose heart is pure, he casts off all the fears,
His heart is filled with Name of the fearless Lord
And all his Vile traducers Ye up in vain"

Moreover in the saying of fifth Lord,
The devotees have faith in the Lordt
The Lord knoweth all.
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Ye, know not an other like

Him;

for the Lord ministers

nothing, but the law,

Why fear or doubt when he never is unjust,"

and
\

f

"He, the eternal Lord, The Supreme Being
without fear is always with thee
From where cometh the fear ?"

Wazir Khan was convinced that physical torture could not make them yield to
his wishes. He began to threaten them
to be put to death. But those who believe
in the testimony of Guru Nanak, the founder
of their faith, and have entered upon his
faith ;
"If thou art zealous of playing
l

(the game) of Love,
•

Then enter iipon my path with
their head on thy
\

palm,

•*

Yea, once thou settest thou feet on this way,
Then find not a way out, and lay down thy head."
" A n d those who deem an approved death,
an honour;
i
Ye will then dread not death 0' people,
if Ye know how he dies
Blessed is dying of the hero whose death
is approved by the Lord
They alone are acclaimed as heroes,
who are honoured truly in the Lord's court".
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Whose grandfather Lord Arjan have
laid down a touch stone :—
"Accept death first and cast away thy hope to live,
Be the dust of all, then come upon me."

Moreover
•

i

" O' Samaria if one could buy
love with one's riche s,
*

Then why did kings like Ravana,

who offered

•

even their heads to the Shiva received it not ?
And pray where the poor ?"

Who have accepted the act of playing
the game of love with as the principles of
their faith :
"Kabir, if thou wantest to play the Game of Love
then make the ball of thy head,
And play so intensely with it,
that thou art lost in it
And let happen what happens,"

Moreover
*

Kabir; the world is dying
but none knoweth how to die,
(
Yea, whosoever knoweth its how' dieth not again."

They are always ready to court such
a death. They fear not death. On the other
hand they say:
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"Kabir;

death terrifies every one,
but giveth joy to me
Fear, if one dieth not (to the self)
how will one attain Supreme bliss ?"

Even the fear of death could not pull
7
the heros an inch dow n their faith.
"They stood fast, Their mind did wave."
*

They prepared themselves for to court
death gladly because they wanted to show
the world the way of leading a life full of
self respect and self determination.
They had decided to follow in the
footsteps of their ancestors like their father.
Their only wish was;—
t

l

"Grant me O Lord the boon
That I hesitate not, do the good deeds,
I fear not the foe when in battle field,
And gain a sure victory,
I be the disciple of my own ideas,
Cherish I the desire to sing the praise,
Whenever my honour is at stake
1 may laid down my life fighting to the last."

•

FACTUAL VERSION OF THE TRAGEDY
On the authority of ''The Gurblas
Patshahi 10'* by Bhai Sukha Singh and
"The Shree Guru Sobha" by Shree SainaPat, Dr. Ganda Singh, an eminent Research
Scholar, in his book "The Sikh Ithas Wal"
writes thus:—•
On Poh 11, corresponding to December
23, 1704 A.D. the Young Heroes were
produced before Wazir Khan, the Governor
of Sirhind who asked them to court Islam.
But Baba Zorawar Singh out right refused
to do so. The Governor then addressed
Nawab Sher Mohd. Khan of Malerkotla
as follows :—
"I know you are pained to learn that
the father and brothers of these lads have
slain your nephew Khizar Khan and your
brother Nahar Khan the Commander of
the Imperial Forces sent by Aurangzeb to
assist our forces, in the battle of Chamkaur.
By handing over these lads to you I provide
an opportunity to revenge upon them.
So you are free to do full justice to the
lads."
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But Nawab Sher Mohd. Khan was a
man of principle and he said to Wazir
Khan s "My friend, I know that my brother
and nephew had been killed fighting on the
battle field at Chamkaur by Guru Gobind
Singh. I should take revenge, for their
deaths upon the Guru in the battle field if
I choose so, and not upon these innocent
infants.
If some differences exist, these
aie only between him and us. These innocent lads cannot be held responsible for
that. It does not become of people like us
to be mean. Moreover such an action is
totally against our faith, which I am not
going to betray.'\
Through the words
quoted above the Nawab of Malerkotla
warned Wazir Khan against such an inhuman step and left Sirhind for Malerkotla, In
lieu of the regards that Nawab Sher Mohd.
Khan showed for the heavenly lads, the
Sikhs, eversince, have held his successors
and the State in great esteem. Banda Singh
Bahadur spared Malerkotla. Baba Ala Singh
did not annex it to his territory. And even
during the present disturbances in 1947
the Sikhs decided to protect the city and
the people, which they actually did. The
above incident has been described by Bhai
Santokh Singh. The Tennyson of Sikhs in
the following words :—•
"Your enmity exists with the Guru.
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What wrong hath these innocent lads done unto you,
Do not pounce upon these infants,
Beware of committing such a crime"
H a v i n g h e a r d this, Wazir K h a n seemed
to suffer an inward change. His H u m a n
heart waxed.
B u t his Counsellor Dewan
Sucha N a n d said :—
; 'It is not an act of wisdom to kill a snake and
take pity on its young ones, because the Cubs are
after all Wolves. It is a political blunder to show
pity to them."
and
"Full justice should be done both to the young
*

t

and the old, they fear not however hard you may try
to do so. On the contrary they grow by leaps and
bounds, they will become all the more troublesome
if allowed to grow. The evil should be nipped in the
bud, so spare not them."
Upon this Wazir K h a n was convinced
t h a t he would n o t be able t o bring t h e
Young Heroes round by policy or love.
Kindled by the Counsellor a n d blinded
with pride of power, the Governor of Sirhind
threatened the grandsons of Guru Tegh
Bahadur,
t h e apples of Sundry's eyes,
the sons of Guru Gobind Singh and offsprings of the P A N T H to be bricked in the
foundation ditch.
T h e ill-conceived ruler
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thought that the tender bodied lads would
not be able to bear the pain caused by
the suspension of the circulation of blood
and they would ultimately give in. But
how can those yield, who have as their
guide the portrait of Guru Arjan Dev
sitting on the burning iron sheet and hot
sand being poured on his head and body
at Dehra Sahib in Lahore for the sake of
faith and who have heard their grandfather
at Chandni Chowk in Delhi uttering the
following words while dying a Martyr to keep
up the promise given to helpless people :
"When you promise some one help,
Yea, let you be beheaded but do not forsake them."

Moreover it was a folly to dream that
the death could terrify those, who had
read how MATI DAS had his body sawed,
and how BHAI DAYALA could suffer being
boiled in water.
Any how Wazir Khan ordered the lads
to be bricked up alive in the foundation
ditch. The Young Heroes were made to
stand in the ditch and the construction
was started with bricks and mud. The lads
were bricked upto the height of their
shoulders.
The circulation of
blood
stopped and they fell senseless. It is said,
"As God willed it, the erected wall fell
down all of a sudden. All present found

«-
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themselves in a sense of bewilderness. By
the orders of Wazir Khe n, the lads in the
state of unconciousness were carried back
to the Burj (a prison cell). There with the
help of tonics they were again brought
to senses."
On December 24, they were again
brought to the presence of Wazir Khan
who threatened them once more but ''Only
a sinful soul need fear, why fear who is
pure at heart."
They were once again sent back to
the Burj.
Next day on December 25, the following conversation is reported to have taken
place between the lads and Wazir Khan :Wazir K h a n : "What will you do lads, if
you are left off ?"
Baba Zorawar Singh : We will pool up our
troops and fight the unreasoni able enemies of human faith
and bring them round.
Wazir Khan : If you are defeated in the
struggle, what then i
Baba Zorawar Singh : "We will again reorganise our forces, give you
another fight and put an
end to your oppressive attitude. We will repeat the
same until we win or die."
-•

•

*
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Hearing this fearless and resolute reply
Sucha Nand once agaiil remarked,
"Your Excellency I have already submitted
that th& cubs are sure to grow into wolves.
Even in their infancy and in captivity
these insolent sons of an insolent father
show such an attitude of fearlessness, and
stubbornness they will surely bring about
the ruins of the state when grow older"
The* replies of Zorawar Singh had
already enraged Wazir Khan but the above
remarks of Sucha Nand added fuel to the
fire, He was beside himself with rage and
shouted.
*

*

-
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"Is there some one present in the court who
can offer his services to behead these stubborn
infants ?
s.
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These words made all the reasonable
persons in the court bow down their heads
in dismay and helplessness. None of them
came forward tc accept this offer. But
Shashal Beg and Bashal Beg two executors,
who had previously been dismissed from
the service by wazir khan on some charge,
. stood up with joined hands and said:V

"O Lord, we offer our services to carry out
your Excellency's wish if we are forgiven and
re-instated."
ll

Wazir Khan accepted

their condition
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and asked them-to do away with the lives
of the brave heroes.^
.<
w
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The grandsons of Mata Gujri and
Younger sons "of the tenth Lord felt no
fear or worry. They were calm, their souls
were one with God and they were enjoying
the bliss at the feet of ALMIGHTY. They
were reciting the meditation ( T H E ; J A P )
in low sweet voice. , The recitation was
completed and thus was heard jointly sung
by both of the Young Heroes in a sweet
voice :—
> *
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"In the presence of the Lord of Law,
i*
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Our actions keep us far or near Him draw r
They who dwell on the name, .
their toil is over. •
Glorious are the beings, Nanak, '••
*
They save may more/'
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No sooner did the • utterance come
to a close the ; stone hearted executors
waved their swords and, beheaded
Zorawar Singh Ji and Baba Fateh
Ji. The will of God prevailed and the
young souls of the Heroes merged in the
perfect Soul.
. k
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i.e.,

.. .
••
t •;•• r :
"As the wave merged in the sea,
So the light hath merged in the light."
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Mata Gujri heard about the tragedy.
She thanked God for having helped the
Youngsters to stand for the faith, even
at the cost of their lives. She herself
recited the meditation and bowed down
in prayer, and according to the belief
of
, u.
the seconed Lord: v
*

" / / thou lovest thy beloved,
die then before he dies;
Cursed is th$ life of lover,
)

when the spouse ts no more.

Breathed her last and left this world
for the abode of Lord, the Almighty. The
dead bodies of the young Heroes and the
old Mata were cremated at the place,
where Jotisarup temple stands today.
According to Gurpartap Suraj Granth it
was Bhai Tirloka and Rama the ancestors
of Nabha and Patiala who solemnised the
last rites of the Martyrs in accordance with
the arrangements made by Shree Todar
Mall. As has already been referred to,
after Chamkaur Sahib, having visited
Jand Sahib, Jhar Sahib, Machhiwara, Kanch
and Mohi Guru Gobind Singh by this time
had reached Selo Ani (Jat Pura). It was
at this place that Kahla Rai Pathan of
Rai Kote came to see the Guru. According
to the wishes of the Lord, He sent Mahi,
a messenger to Sirhind who brought back

r
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the sad news of the Sirhind Tragedy. The
Lord bore the breavement patiently and
thanked God for what had happened and
remarked:—•
*

_ _

"This sounds the death knell of High handed»i
ness of the Oppressor rulers.
'
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SIRHIND NAMED FATEHGARH SAHIB

At the time of the Martyrdom of
the Young Heroes Moghul power was
on its zenith. No one dare to say a word or
do an act against their will or policy.
That was why the memorials of the brave
sons could not be installed immediately.
As has else where been referred to just
six years after the tragedy Band a Singh,
the Brave, having received his blessings,
attacked Sirhind in 1710 A. D. The whole
city was raised to the ground. Wazir Khan
was captured and killed and thus he was
punished for his unworthy acts. In the
memory of this Unique victory and after
the name of the Youngest Hero, Baba
Fateh Singh this place was named Fatehgarh Sahib and memorial erected.
This
. colony now stands on the ruins of the great
city the portion of which still survives.
During the regime of Sikh Clans the
Gurdwaras were constructed as monuments
in the loving memory of the brave sons.
Next solid step was taken by Maharaja

\
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Karam Singh the fourth ruler of Patiaia
State, who planned to build the temple on
a befitting design. But he breathed his last
before the work could be finished and the
completion of the work fell to the fate of
his successor Maharaja Narrinder Singh
who saw the work done. Even after him
his successors deemed i t their sacred
privilege to look after the place and bring
about the required improvements till, in
1944 the present ruler of Patiaia, Maharaja
Yadavindra Singh decided to give the place
modern amenities and design.
The detailed account of the modren
improvements has been given in the booklet
somewhere else.
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Improvement Committee
The seeds of the growth of Patiala Ruling Family lay in the blessings of Guru Hargobind Sahib, the sixth Lord, who blessed
Baba Phool, the founder of Phulkian States
at Phool in 1631 A.D. and which were further
confirmed by Guru Har Rai, the seventh
Lord in 1646 A.D. at Mehraj. Ch. Rama one
of the sons of Baba Phool who came to power
sent a contingent of sikhs to help Guru
Gobind Singh the tenth Lord in his campaign
against hilly chieftain in the battle of Bhangani in 1689. It was he who alongwith his
elder brother Tiloka solemnised the last rites
of the Young Martyrs.
Later he received baptism at the hands
of the lord himself at Talwandi Sabo (Dan>
dama Sahib) in 1705 A.D. and was named
Ram Singh.
Though Banda Singh Bahadur, to take
revenge on the unjust torture of the younger
sons of Guru Gobind Singh, raised the city of
Sirhind to ground in 1710 A.D. and named
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- the place Fatehgarh Sahib partly after the
name of the Younger Martyr and partly in
the memory of this great victory, yet Baba
Ala Singh the founder of the Patiala State,
the son of Ch. Ram Singh again satisfied himself by doing full justice to the city in 1 .'63
A.D. by annexing it to his own territory. The
memorial at Fatehgarh Sahib was erected during the regime of Sikh clans but due to political unstability the proper shape could not be
given to it at that time.
It had always been the keen desire of the
Rulers of Patiala Ruling Family to contribute
their due share of service towards the Sikh
Panthby way of establishing Sikh Monuments
in the Punjab, particularly in their own
state.
Due to the reasons pointed out above,
during the last half of the eighteenth century
service worth the name could not be done in
respect of the construction and maintenance
of monuments.
It fell to the lot of Maharaja Karam
Singh the fourth Ruler of Patiala who alongwith other religious places got the Gurdwara
Shri Fatehgarh Sahib constructed in 1844
A.D.
Upto 1920 A.D. the Sikh Shrines in the
Punjab were managed by Pujaries (Priests)
who considered them, as their private property and misused them but the shrines in
*
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Patiala State were managed by the Patiala
State Government and the place under reference was not an exception. Until 1924,
the throne (Manji Sahib) was decorated with
arms (Shashtras) only and the Sikh Scripture, "The Ade Granth" was not allowed to
be placed on it. The Sikhs, who were in
favour of reforms, considered it an idol
worship hence were opposed to the practice.
A movement called Gurdwara
Reforms
Movement or Akali movement was started
by the Sikhs in Punjab. Gurdwaras all over
the British Punjab were taken possession of
from the Pujaries by the Sikhs. Though
they did not want to interfere in the
management of Gurdwaras in Patiala State
yet
the continuance of decoration of
the Manji Sahib with arms only, was
too much for them to be tolerated. It
was in this context that the agitation did
not spare the management of this shrine
even. His Highness Shree Sir Bhupinder
Singh the ruler of Patiala, a renowned stateman on the request of Lt. General Gurdial
Singh Harika and Colonel Raghbir Singh
installed the scripture on the Manji Sahib
and everted the agitation by accepting this
democratic demand of the Sikhs in principle.
Thus he contributed his share of service
towards the shrine by introducing the
req uired practice.

W

JI1

1

His Highness Shri Sir Yadavindra Singh Ji
Mahindra Bahadur, Maharaja of Patiala

IIil&
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This building continued attracting the
devotees for nearly two hundred years but
no improvement could be effected. It is
said, "Change according to changing circumstances is necessary" so the old building
needed change.
"All act here as He commands" is an
Universal truth. The middle of the twentieth century saw the time when the old
shrine, which had played its part for nearly
two hundred years, should be rebuilt on
modern lines, according to the latest style
and architect and to the entire satisfaction
of the refined taste of the devotees.
By the Grace of Almighty the idea was
conceived by Sardar Gurdial Singh Harika
in 1944 A.D., who approached Sardar Hardit
Singh Malik, the then Prime Minister of
erstwhile Patiala State, with his plan. Malik
Hardit Singh who was on the look out for an
opportunity to give vent to his devotion for
the young martyrs moved His Highness
Sir Yadavindra Singh Ji Maharaja of Patiala
to rise to the occasion. His Highness, who
like his ancestors, always considered it
a privilege to act as the devoted servant
of GURU GHAR, lost no time in giving the
project a practical shape. A meeting of
the Sikhs Chiefs, saints and intelligencia
was called on October 4, 1944 at Motibagh
•
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Palace, Patiala. The following dignitaries
attended the meeting :—
1. His Highness Yadavindra Singh Ji,
*

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14

Maharaja of Patiala,
Rai Bahadur Baisakha Singh Ji.
S.B.S. Ranjit Singh Ji.
Sardar Hardit Singh Ji. C, I. E.
Sardar Joginder Singh Ji Mann.
Sardar Bahadur Sardar Mohan Singh Ji, C L E .
Hon'ble Sardar Baldev Singh Ji.
S. B. Bh. Arjan Singh Ji, O.B.E. .,
Sardar Raghbir Singh Badhawalia.
Maharaj Partap Singh Ji,
Sardar Sarup Singh Ji, I.S.E.
Sardar Bharpur Singh Ji Dhillon.
Lt. Gen. Gurdial Singh Ji Harika.
Sardar Harchand Singh Jeji,
*

•

-

*

t

Sardar Hardit Singh Ji Malik, the then
Prime Minister of Patiala State, was elected
the first Chairman of Committee. It was
unanimously agreed upon, that a new
building, a tank, a College and a Nagar
of a befitting grandure at Fatehgarh Sahib
be constructed. A Committee to
carry
on the work was constituted.
Thus the
Improvement Committee Shri Gurdwara
Fatehgarh Sahib and Jotisarup Sahib came
into being.
f

j

PRDPO^LO LAYOUT PLMJ OF SKBl GUfcbWM^ f-kXlM&f&H ^VAift
aimc
I

&CAJLl;-r»l.MCH * i O O f T '

General plan of Gurdwara Shri Fatehgarh Sahib
prepared by the Improvement Committee.

View of 1st congregation at Fategarh Sahib in 1944
Bk. under the Presidentship of S. Bachitter Singh Harika
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Besides the Maharaja of Patiala who
donated Rs. 500000/- (five lacs) for the
purpose, the following donors contributed
as follows:—•
•

1. S. B. S. Mohan Singh Ji

Rs. 5000/-

2. S. B. S. Baisakha Singh

Rs. 5000/*

3. S. Harchand Singh Ji Jeji

Rs. 5000/-

4. S, Joginder Singh Ji Mann

Rs. 5000/-

Sardar Baldev Singh, he first Defence
Minister of free India, promised to supply
cement and iron at cost price and all others
promised to pay 1/I0th of their year's
income. The cost of this improvement
was estimated at 200COOO/- and the Chief
Engineer Patiala State was requested to
prepare the plan.
Two months after the first sitting,
the next meeting of the Committee was
called on December 10, 1944 A.D. Captain
Pritmohinder Singh was unanimously elected
the General Secretary of the Committee.
The plan of the Gurdwara, prepared by
Sardar Sarup Singh the Chief Engineer, was
placed before the committee and was
approved after discussion and it was
resolved that the approved plan be displayed
publically on the occasion of Shahidi
Jor Mel 1944 A.D.

58

An other important decision, that was
taken in this meeting was, that the Pujaries
residing there be asked to vacate the site
and the Tehsildar Sirhind was requested
to provide suitable land for the construction
of residential houses for the displaced
pujaries. The Tehsildar
Sirhind very
enthusiatically took interest in the matter
and the needful was accomplished by
1948 A.D.

« *
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HARIKA HOUSE AND THE
IMPROVEMENT OF FATEHGARH SAHIB
As has somewhere else in the pamphlet
been made known, Harika house, one of
the famous families of Patiala, has ever
been closely connected with the devotional
and selfless services of this historical place.
It was Sardar Bachittar Singh Harika
the then Tehsildar Sirhind,
(afterwards
retired as Work's Minister of erstwhile
Patiala State) who, on the instance of
Giani Thakur Singh, a renowned scholar of
Sikh history, organised the first annual
Shahidi Jormel (a congregation to commemorate the death anniversary) at Fatehgarh
Sahib in 1888 A.D. (portrait included) with a
handful of devotees. This annual JorMel now
attracts lacs of people not only from all
over India but from the other countries
also. He also induced Maharaja Rajinder
Singh Ji. the then ruler of Patiala State
to organise a free kitchen (Langar) every
year on the occasion of Shahidi Jormel.
The tradition is zealously kept by his
successors upto date. He also made it a
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a point to visit the shrine every year on
the annual day and he actually kept up
his commitment upto the end of his life.
It was his son, late Sardar Gurdit Singh
Harika, Assistant Commissioner, who had
some revealation about the real BHORA(Cellar)
where the young martyrs were bricked
alive.
Then came the turn of Lt, General
Gurdial Singh Harika, the worthy son of
Sardar Bachittar Singh Ji,N to carry on
the work begun by his worthy father. It
was he (S. Gurdial Singh) who conceived
the idea of improvement in the old
monument and made efforts for the setting
up of the aforesaid Improvement Committee
Realising his devotional zeal for selfless
service the committee at its sitting on
December 10, 1944 unanimously elected
him the Vice-Chairman. He has also been
working as the Chairman of the Building
Committee since then. He zealously took
up the task for the raising of funds and
lost no time in collecting a large sum
amounting to nearly Rs. 70,000/- from the
military personnels alone. He got constructed DARSHNI DEORHI alongwith. the
adjoining rooms in the names of Jawans.
The total expenditure incurred on - this
work was calculated at nearly Rs. 88,000/-.
He himself paid the cost of the construction

Lt. Gen. Gurdial Singh Harika CJ.E.
F
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of one of the rooms and thus offered an
impetus for the donors to contribute liberally
towards the funds.
Some of the proposed buildings have
been constructed. The whole project is
estimated to cost Rs. 2000000/- while so
far the total calculation amounts to
Rs. 900000/- only.
The balance is to be
made up by the public who are requested
to donate liberally.
*
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Special features of the
Annual Gathering 1944 A.D.
held in the memory of the Eternal Martyrs
- at Fatehgarh Sahib*
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The above mentioned annual congregation to commemorate the Martyrdom
day of the Younger sons oi Guru Gobind
Singh Ji was an unique one in the history
of Fatehgarh Sahib. The improvement
Committee. Gurdwara Shri Fatehgarh Sahib
and Jotisarup Sahib had been established.
Approved plan, the blue prints and cost
estimates were displayed and published
for the perusal of Sikh masses (Sangat).
With the consent of all parties the date
for the inaugration of the Kar-i-Sewa was
fixed.
In addition to the reporters of Indian
press, the correspondents from
foreign
countries had also arrived to view the
religious devotion, patriotic unity and
zeal for service (Sewa) in the following
Sikhism. The readers will find an eye
witnessed report of the occasion by
F

i

is Hghiness Shri Yadavindra Singh, Maharaja of Patiala
President Improvement Committee with the first
basket full of mud on his head in connection
with the iuaugufation of sacred Kar Sewa.
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Mr. William Phillips of the United Press
of America somewhere else in the pamphlet.
In order to illustrate clearly the devotion,
affection and zeal for seivice among the
devotees assembled here in millions, gently
bowed in reverence for the noble souls,
the colourful view of the inauguration
ceremony in connection with the construction
of new building and the tank which was.performed amidst sky renting Jaikaras. Some
actual photos have been included in the
booklet so that the readers might satisfy
their desire of real Darshan.
Shri Yadavindera Singh, the
of Patiala, known as the Jathedar of the
Panth inaugurated the Sewa with the speech.
He is seen carrying on his- head the first
basket full of earth dug out the purpose.
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Text of the speech delivered by His
Highness the Maharaja of Patiala in 1944
A.D. on the occasion of the initiation of
Kar Sewa at Fatehgarh Sahib for the digging
of a beautiful Sarowar and the building of
two magnificent Gurdwaras.
I am much beholden to you for the
feelings of deep regard and affection which
you have given expression to and the great
honour which you have done me as a humble
servant of the Guru Ghar and the Panth.
I cannot find adequate words to express
the sense of joy and happiness with which
my heart is now filled as I see, gathered
together in this holy land of Fatehgarh
Sahib, rendered sacred by the martyrdom
of Baba Zorawar Singh Ji and Baba Fateh
Singh Ji which is unparalleled in the history
of the world. The beloved followers of the
Great Guru Shree Nanak Dev Ji, who
though representing different schools of
thought, have flocked here after sinking all
their petty differences in a spirit of

m

lilli

Foundation laying ceremony
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universal love and brotherhood, to take
their due share in the holy task relating to
the construction of the sacred sarowar.
This land of Martyrs yeilds such an
extraordinary influence over the minds of
the followers of the Guru that on reaching
this place every Sikh heart is purged of all
thougts of petty and prochial differences
and all base feelings of selfishness. Like
a drop of water in a vast sea, it loses its
separate entity and merges in the great
ocean of Panthic Brotherhood. The whole
Panth begins to reflect the glory of the
Guru. If, having come here, a Sikh does
not let his small identity be merged in the
vastness of the Sikh Panth and still
cherishes the slightest nations of exclusiveness he shall doubtless lose his claim to the
grace of the Guru. Bhai Gurdas has said :•

•

"Even tough in a vast ocean, water would

,.
*

avail not to put out the fire that bums thy
boat from within it can only extinguish
»

the fire that is visible.
Thou couldest take refuge in a fort from the ^
plunder outside it;
But where wouldest thou flee if the plunder is
ramnant in the fort itself.
The king could protect thee against thieves and
robbers but not if he is himself thy thief,
.

.

•

*

-

*

.

,
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And the holy shrines can avail, thee not *
. Against the world and its attractions? t
;
^tftess thou hast thyselfput them outvfjhyimindT

Therefore, if the Sikhs do not evince
solidarity at a holy place like this, where
else they do it ? As I look around I feel
and see the light of the Great Tenth GuruKALGIANWALA shedding its lustre over the
august gathering before me, pervading the
souls of the faithful followers' a i d filling
them with peace and tranquility. My eyesand heart are filled with joy and I bow hi
all humility and do my obeisance to the
light that is the Tenth Guru.
^ •« -: • ^ 1 ^ fioui DO taj'ot > la .',1 :&[ ton
This-solemn occasion of our gathering
to initiate the construction of the -holy
Sarowar shall rank as one of the greatest
monuments in our history. Though the
world at large'^KIIOW* full* weu what sighi^
ficance the ^word Sewa has for the SiTchs,
yet the opportunity of doing SEWA, offered
by the construction oh this imagnifteent
Sarowar; will once again demonstrate to
the world that, the Sikhs of.... the Guru
consider Sewa to be the greatest sources of
joy, above all worldly bliss, ( happiness and
:
that they firmly believe in, nay, are
:
recipients of the Guru's legacy in as
much as the Guru himself set an example
by : performing Sewa with his own hands
£1 .j.
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Shri Yadavinder Singh ji Maharaja of Patiala among one of
the Five Beloved one who laid down the foundation stone.
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and t refused to«take glass of water: from
delicate and beautiful hands of one
) had never done anv service (Sewa) :-'
"This bSauttful and delicate body
:" '
If not employed in the service of the neighbour
.. J r- -. -:. ; >-•
f r t
. • •
; .;. n . , .
I s #s unclean
4 s # corpse
I -.Which no one wants to touch."
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Another cordial principle of Sikhism,
of which the world is .having, practical
demonstration, is the feeling of brotherhood
among the Sikhs of the Guru and equality
of status in the eyes of the Panth of both
rich and the poor. To the Guru no one is
high, and low. All are /the same of- the
Guru and they all are equally dear to him,
lil this connection no feeling of self exalcan make one great; rather one
becomes degraded. ^Greatness lies in the
renunciation of self. The greatest the
huminity : and the will to serve c becomes
entrenched in the niche of the heart of a
a: Sikh, the more exalted he becomes. Every
j5age of Sikh history bears ample testimony
to the truth of this great maxim, the
honour which you have done me is not by
virtue of niy holding the high position of
a Maharaja, nor can I claim' any respect
from you in that capacity at this holy place.
Rather the regard and love which voti bear
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for me is a concomitant of the great responsibility that devolves upon the Ruling House
of Patiala of doing Sewa to the Panth
cousequent upon the blessing given by the
Lord of this World and the hereafter. The
KALGIANWALA PITA as
"TERA
,J
MERA GHAR . With those and

GHAR

SO

in view I
accept your love and regard, heart and soul,
as amanating from the Guru Panth to its
humble servant : • / come to the humble prayer,
This body and this soul and the world are thine,
All glory is to thee,
Thus Sayeth Nanak, the humble and unknown."

Yadavindera Singh's happiness shall lie
in the feet that it may be given to him to
render the greatest possible religious service
to the Panth without cherishing even for
a moment the slightest idea of false pretentions to greatness.
Believe me, I fully
realise the Great Panthic duty with which
the Ruling House of Patiala has been
charged by the blessing given by the compassionate Sat Guru as "Tera Ghar So
Mera Ghar." I am always in the look out
for availing of every opportunity that offers
itself to serve the Panth. I am deeply
interested in Panthic affairs follow them
closely.
™
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I never stint any effort to render religious
and educational service to the community
to the exegencies of the time and the strength
given to me by Sat Guru. Keeping this in
view I have already contributed a sum of
Rs. 5 lacs towards the expenses of building
a large Gurdwara and a beautiful Sarowar
in this land of Martyrs. I cherish a desire
to be still greater service to this cause
and contribute more for it. At the same
time I pray to Guru to grant me enough
strength and power to serve the Panth in
still greater measure and thus become worthy
of the blessings given to my house. While
doing this little service which I am capable
of, I always keep in view the following
ideal :—
i

'*With me there is nothing
Whatever is it is Thine.
So what I lose

mine

t

In suf rendering to thee the all that is really

thine."

I am grateful to the Wah-i-Guru that
he has ingrained in me a love for the Panth.
I have great love for Gurmukhi which I
have declared as court language of in the
State. I am always anxious to guide the
preeching of Sikh religion and have close
to my heart the cause of education of the
community. In short, nothing is dear to my
h e a r t then to render help to needy "religious
Y
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institutions according to my utmost capacity
and I assure you that I shall never grudge
any expense in the name of the Panth for
the religious and social uplift of the community.
•

Dear brother of the Panth, I hope you
will excuse me for this tresspass on your
time. This is my first public utterance
before an august assembly at the holy
Shahidi Asthan of Shri Fatehgarh Sahib and
as such I had to say all that I have said.
Now pray at this holy place of Shri Fatehgarh Sahib
that this solrrn occasions
of Karsewa
in
connection with the
construction of the Sarowar may open
the gates of a
still bright future for
the Panth and the holy service of the Sarotoar
may fill our hearts . with humility and
ideals of service, so that in the
thus attained we may rise higher and higher
in the love and affection of the Guru. May
a.11 of you friends perform this service in
prayerful religious fervour, fulfil the demands
of the highest morality and, on all occasions,
keeping nothing in the force front except
true religion. Please pray that our Lord
may grant to this servant of his faith in
Sikhism, opportunity to serve the panth and
wash the dust of the feet of the holy and
the saintly :
:
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Scene after the foundation laying ceremony
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Enshrine this heart with the presence,

Oford,
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Fount of Grace.
Grant thy light, that knowing
Thee, this soul is endowed with thy
Own love;
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And should it find the dust of the feet of thine that
Love Thee, it would emblem with that
Its forehead.
Thus purified, this poluted soul
m

Would si fig Thy oraise and glory. '
Thy command is sweet, Perhaps thee
Prayer of my soul is granted.
Whatever thou grantest
Would bring it pleasure and comfort,
For else where it shall not look
for grace.
—
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Knowing the Thou, O Lord,
a

.

art ever near me,
J live as the humblest of the humble;
And anxious ever to receive thy grace,
I seek the company of the holy and devoted.
In thy august presence, 0 lord.
We are the smallest of the small
•

and the tinest of the tiny.
Thou art alone the creater of all;
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Grant me this prayer
That Thy sweet Name may ever remain
On my lips, Nanak.
Wah-i'Guru Ji Ka Khalsa.
Wah-i-Gutu Ji Ki Fateh.
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Gurdwara Shri Fatehgarh Sahib' tank digging
inauguration*
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SCENES OF FATEHGARH SAHIB
An Eye witness account, Dec. 1944 A.D*
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[By Mr. William Phipps of United Press')
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The Sikh tribute to the memory of
the Martyred sons of Prophet, Shree
Guru Gobind Singh Ji, was the most colourful ceremony of life. Here at Fatehgarh
Sahib was a fusion of religious devotion
and patriotic unity unparalleled in my experience. And this time, after years of years
pilgrimages to this sacred ground in manifestation of their undying faith, the Sikhs
more than two hundred thousand of them
were assembled to realise their long felt
desire for a beautiful shrine in honour
of the two boys who game, their lives
rather than compromise their beliefs, which
were the beliefs of their people.
Alone, ungarnished by legend, the story
of these two boys stand out as one of
the greatest stories of human sacrifice.
Just the relating of it was enough to touch
*
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one such as I, a new comer to what was
to me a strange land where time is counted
by centuries instead of years. But this was
more than a story.
Words come hard—and, I think should
come hard to one who has the tenerity to
try to describe the sacred thoughts of
apother man, particularly and free exchange
1
of innermost views. What the Sikhs felt
during this ceremony T fcari but guess, for
what he felt was in his heart and I had not
the opportunity. to know what was there.
And not knowing, I can only give superficial
impression, only what I saw as the tourist
I'was. •
But to me this was a most co
ceremony because of more than just colour
itself, although of this there was so much
more than I ever had seen that I was
.
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The brilliant dolours Of the distinctive,
wound - Sikh turbans
the equally brilliant colours of* the shawls
vivid colours, the
and dresses; these
colours 6f a tend of sunshine, not the more
subdued shades to Which I had become
in & land of clouds and
rain There were waves of red, yellow,
blue, white and green, sparkling id sunWept
sea of people that banked like ~* ' **-*
. ' )
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height of building and clung even to the
rooftops.
And here was peasantry of the ages
that is not seen in a new country like mine.
The striking figure of His Highness the
Maharaja of Patiala, with the dignity
and regal bearing, leading procession,
speaking to his people, carrying the first
earth from the broken ground that one
day will be the Sarowar (Sacred Tank).
Here was the peasantry of Sikh Warriors
in the colourful dress of the generations
and in the uniform of the army today.
And here was the revered dignity of the
Sikh Patriarch and the elder statesman.
And here, too, was the unlettered man of
the soul who might not know many things
but he knew why he was there; the flame
of faith was in his eyes.
I had seen great crowds before; five
hundred
thousand
cheering President
Roosevelt as he drove down avenue, one
hundred thousand jammed into a stadium
for a college football gamef a million even
celebrating New Year in New York City's
Times Square. But it was different each
time from what I saw here. We in America
do not have the Sikh tradition for peasantry
or colour.
Nor do we have in the United States
i
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what to me made this vast Sikh assemblage
more colourful,
more impressive
that
anything I have seen. In America, a man's
religion is one thing, his patriotism another.
But here I saw a blending of religion and
patriotism until it was not two things,
but one emotion, one belief of all the
people.
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Dome Gold Plating

Why?

In order to get the design and plan
of the proposed new building prepared the
choice of this Committee fell on Nawab
Yar Jang of Hyderabad, an eminent architect of All India Fame. He went through
the brief history of the Martyrs before
making up his mind to take up the work.
He was so much impressed by the
brave deeds of the Young Martyrs that he
said, " I can prepare the design only if the
Committee agrees to use pure marble with
golden linings in the construction of
Gurdwara Dome/' The Committee accepted
the proposal and the plan was finalised.
The work began under the supervision of
Saint Bhuriwala.
!
In consultation with Sardar Tara Singh,
Principal Guru Nanak Engineering College,
Ludhiana, the saint got the dome constructed
with bricks. When the work of fixing of
marble was about to start the masons
said that the dome would give way under
the marble weight. The Saint then bought
China Clay tiles for the purpose. But the
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Improvement Committee disapproved this
change as China Clay tiles were not durable and were not a befitting material for
historical buildings. Sant Bhuriwala was
requested to use gold for the purpose but
he expressed his inability in the matter.
The Improvement Committe resolved to
use silver with gold linings but Maharaja
of Patiala suggested that silver got black
hence this proposal was also withdrawn.
Sant Ishar Singh Rarewala who had
acted as one of Five Payaras at the time
of foundation laying ceremony, was approached for advice. He performed Kirtan
continuously for three weeks at Fatehgarh
Sahib and after the final prayer advised
that the sacred dome be gold plated. Marble
or China Clay tiles should not be used.
Under the circumstances cited above
gold plating work commenced. So far 12
plates have been fixed and the remaining
12 are yet to be fixed. Eeach plate costs
Rs. 2500/-. The donors are requested to
offer full plates if it is in their capacity
or their mite in the form of gold for the
sacred cause.
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