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The people of Punjab, alongvvith the rest ot their
countrymen, are rejoicing today on the completion of 25
years of their Independence. The Day is an occasion not
only for national rejoicing but also for taking stock of their
performance in various fields.
The Punjabis, rightly, feel proud of their achievements.
J u s t as they were in the forefront in the struggle for freedom, so they remained steadfast in the defence of the hardwon freedom of the Motherland. R e r brave sons and daughters made supreme sacrifices in the national struggle
against the British Imperialism. They bore the b r u n t of all
invasions from across the borders. The sword-arm of the
country that the State has ever been called, rose every
time to a man at every danger to the existence of t h e
country.
On the economic front, especially, in the field of agriculture, Punjabis have done remarkably well...The State
has, once again, gained its reputation of being the "granary
of India." The achievements in other spheres of development—mainly in growth of small-scale industry, rural electrification, rural link roads, irrigation facilities etc. have
been commendable.
Punjab, today, is pulsating with new life, a new enthusiasm; a new vigour fills the air and the multi-directional
activities of the neonle and the Government for the achievement of the declared objective of Socialist State lend fresh
bone and courage for the bright tomorrow that is in the
making.
The text in the following pages, briefly, outlines the
efforts and achievements of the past twenty-five years.

*

THE FIRST POPULAR MINISTRY FORMED IN PUNJAB AFTER

INDEPENDENCE ON AUGUST 15, 1947

Sri Chandulal Trivedi, Governor

t

Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargva,

Chief Minister

S. Swaran Singh, Minister
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The present

people's

Government

headed fry Giani Zail Singh
Governor,

as Chief Minister
Punjab

being sworn

in by Dr. D. C.

First row : Shri Gurmail Singh, Shri Hans Raj Sharma, Shri
Umrao Singh, Capt. Rattan
Singli
Second row : Smt. Sarla Prasher, Shri Nasib Singh Gill, Shri Santokh Singh Randhawa,
Shri Joginder
Chand Kharbanda, Giani Zail Singh and Dr. D. C. Pavte.

Pavate,

Pal Pandey,

Shri

Gian

PUNJAB'S ROLE OF HONOUR
IN FREEDOM STRUGGLE

Giani Zail

I

Singh

T was a bright sun-lit mid-April afternoon in the year
1919.
Thousands of Punjabis, men—young and old
w o m e n and children had gathered in Jallianwala Bagh, a
spacious park in the heart of Amritsar city. The occasion
was Baisakhi which is celebrated by the Punjabis with great
gusto. That year a political tinge was given to this meeting as it followed in the wake of promulgation of Rowlatt
Act. It curbed individual freedom of the Indians.
The
meeting had been called to protest against this Act. An
incident, which took place about a week before this meeting and in which Hindus and Muslims had joined hands and
partook food from the same plate and drank from the same
tumbler on, Ram Naumi, had evoked the anger of the Britishers who could not tolerate Hindu-Muslim unity. The
irate Lt. Governor, General O' Dwyer ordered virtual
massacre which was mercilessly executed by the Police

under the command of the Britishers. This incident in
which 1,650 rounds were fired, killing 350 persons and
injuring another 1,200 shook the foundations of the British
rule in India and evoked nation-wide resentment against
the foreign rule. By no means the first act of protest
against the Britishers—because the freedom movement had
started in the Punjab soon after its annexation in 1846—it
marked an important milestone in the history of struggle
for freedom in the country. Important events took place
in quick succession after this massacre. The movement for
the freedom of the Gurdwaras from the clutches of the
'Mohants', who were stooges of the British rulers was another land-mark which immediately followed the Jallianwala Bagh tragedy. The sacrifices made by the Sikhs for
the liberation of the Gurdwaras and the atrocities perpetrated by the 'Mohants' compelled the Father of the Nation,
7

Mahatma Gandhi, to say that this could not be the acts of
an individual but all these seemed to have been committed
at the instance of the then Government.

A scene of Jallianwala

Bagh massacre
Amritsar

in 1919 in

Almost simultaneously the 'Babbar' Akali Movement
was started by the old guards of the 'GADDAR' party, who
had managed to escape from the 'Kama Gata Maru' incident. The 'Babbar' Akalis were mainly responsible for many
a sleepless night for the foreign administrators in the Punjab
as they not only acted against the Britishers but also their
stooges in the rank and file of the Government. Their special targets were the 'suffaid poshes' (Honorary Village
heads). The 'Babbar' Akali Movement got a great set back
after four years of its formation and in 19'26 cases were
instituted against 91 members of this party out of whom
12 were deported and 38 given varying punishments while
the ring leaders were hanged.
Following a wave of liberation movement and protest
against the Simon Commission throughout the country, the
Puniatrs too gave a befitting "reception" to th* Simon
Cnmmiscinn w^th t^e slogan ' S ^ o n Go Back'.
The Punjabis rallied round Lala Lajpat Rai who raised the slogan
8
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Baba Gurdit Singh of "Kamagatamaru" fame
and ultimately fell a martyr to blows received by him in
leading procession against the Commission. His martyrdom pa^'d rich dividends and a powerful violent movement
against the foreign rule was started under the dynamic and
young leadership of Shaheed-i-Azam Bhagat Singh, Raiguru
and Sukhdev. They spear-headed the revolutionary movement in the Puniab and harassed the foreign rulers ceaselessly and instilled in the people of Punjab a patriotic

ierver. They were eventually arrested and were hanged
••on March 23, 1931. Earlier on January 26, 1929, the Indian
National Congress under the leadership of late Pandit
Jawahar Lai Nehru pledged to attain full independence on
the banks of river Ravi near Lahore. This pledge was
fulfilled when on this very day in 1950 the Indian Constitution declaring India a Sovereign Democratic Republic was
adopted for the country.

Dr. Saif-ud-Din

Lala Lajpat

Rai

Kitchlew—a

great freedom

fighter

Notwithstanding their contribution towards national
struggle for freedom, the Punjabis had also been fighting
on the economic front and the Punjab had earned the reputation of being the granary and the sword-arm of India.

A statue
founder

of S. Sewa Singh Thikriwala
at Patiala
of Praja Mandal Movement
in
erstwhile
Princely States of Punjab

This they had achieved inspite of the not-too-sympathetic
foreigners. Then the war broke out and India under the
domination of the Britishers became an unwilling partner
to it. The Punjabis were recruited in large numbers and
funds were also raised compulsorjly in support of the
Second World War. But at the core of their hearts, the
Punjabis were patriotic. This spirit of patriotism could not
be suppressed by the foreign money, privileges awards,
titles etc. and it is a fact of history that Punjabis formed the
bulk of the Indian National Army raised by Netaji Subhash
Chander Bose who had slipped away from India during the
Second World War and had reached Japan via Germany.
This army was a source of great headache to the British
Army and fought for the freedom of the country on foreign
10

lands. But it was liquidated when the Japanese surrendered to the Allies. The three stalwarts of the INA—
Sehgal, Dhillon and Shah Niwaz were top brass in the INA
who were imprisoned by the Britishers on the close of the
war and were tried in the Red fort and condemned to varying punishments which were later revoked by the Indian
Government when it came into power after August, 1947.
The role of the Punjabis in the 'Quit India' Movement
of 1942 was also worthy of note. The Indian National
Congress was active against the British rule in Punjab
while Praja Mandal, its counter-part in Princely States
agitated against the autocratic movement in the erstwhile
States of the Punjab. This hastened the process of accession of the Punjab States to the Indian Union and their
subsequent merger to form a separate union as a 'B' class
State of India.
By far the most important event in recent history of the
Punjab is the holocaust of 1947. With the declaration of
Independence in 1947—in fact even a few months before
that, communal disturbances broke out as a result of the
partition of the Punjab. The undivided Punjab which was
stretched from Attock in the north-west to Hodel in the
south-east was partitioned into East and West Punjab.
That was not all. Not only the land of the five rivers
was partitioned but there was also a mass migration of
population from west to east and from east to west which
was unprecedented in the history of the world.
Political
power had changed hands in the Punjab many a time, even
it had faced invasions from the north, and the invaders had
plundered the country and looted property and took away
booty they could carry away with them, but the Partition,
however, had created quite a set of new problems.
The
services were completely disrupted; social, economic and
agricultural activities come to a standstill, as it were, for a
moment. The brave Punjabis who had weathered many a
storm in the past and had successfully faced upheavals
reeled under the impact of this Partition.

New Punjab, then known as the East Punjab, came into
existence, out of the ashes of the old one just as the Phoenix
of the east. The brave Punjabis broke new grounds and
reclaimed vast tracts of jungles; bushy and marshy land
was brought under the plough. The East Punjab which at
the time of Partition was a deficit State in foodgrains.
slowly grew from strength to strength and in no time was
not only self-supporting but also started exporting wheat
and other foodgrains to various parts of the country.
It may seem paradoxical but it is true that whereas
the Punjabis who have excelled in bringing about economic
prosperity in their homeland and had contributed to the
improvements of the economy of the country as a whole
much beyond their size and population, have for reasons
unexplainable, never had political stability in their own
State. Immediately after the attainment of freedom, the
Government of the State was in the hands of the Congress
but quite a powerful section of the people led by Shiromani
Akali Dal agitated for adoption of Punjabi in Gurmukhi
script as the medium of instruction and also for giving it
due status in the administration of the State. The controversy raged not only in Punjab but it also had repercussions
in the erstwhile PEPSU State. The controversy in both the
regions was however set at rest with the adoption of Sachar
Formula in the Punjab, which recognized separate Hindi and
Punjabi-speaking regions where Punjabi and Hindi were
given their due status and a somewhat similar arrangement
known as the PEPSU Formula was adopted for that region.
This language arrangement continued even after the merger of Pepsu in Punjab in November, 1956.
The formation of the new State as a result of the merger
of PEPSU into Punjab brought in its trail new problems,
the biggest being the un-satiated demand for a Punjabispeaking State. There were two schools of thought so far
as the concept of the Punjabi Suba was concerned, one was
led by Master Tara Singh, who demanded the formation of
an autonomous Punjabi-speaking State where Sikhs would
be in majority and the other was led by Sant Fateh Singh
11
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demanding the Punjabi-speaking State
basis,
alone, irrespective of the Hindu-Sikh [ proportion in the
population of the resultant State. It was exactly after ten
years of the merger of Pepsu that tne State of Punjab again
faced yet another re-organisation and this time on linguistic
basis. The new Punjab came into being on November 1,
1966. The Punjab, it may be stated, was reduced much in
size as the entire hilly tract of the State was merged with
the Himachal Pradesh which ultimately, on the strength of
addition of this territory wai converted into a separate
State of Union of India, and quite a big chunk of the State

Our ever-vigilant
'Jawans'
repulse the enemy attack

ready

was carved out to form yet another new State, Haryana.
Chandigarh, tne bone of contention among the newly formed
States ol Punjab and Haryana was retained as the Union
Territory and still continues as such. The political firmament in the State did not clear up and agitation soon staited
for the transfer of Chandigarh to Punjab. Tne first move
was made by Sant Fateh Singh as early as December, 1366,
hardly a month after the formation of the new State of
Punjab but the movement ended with verbal assurances
from the Government of India for the settlement of
Chandigarh issue. The Sant, however, in his inimitable

to
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way, started yet another agitation and went on hunger
strike with a threat to immolate himself on January 30,
1970. The matter was left to arbitration by the Prime
Minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi who gave a verdict on the issue
on January 29, 1970, just a day before the Sant was to
immolate himself. This award, then tentatively accepted
by both Haryana and Punjab Governments, was later on
accepted only in parts by the either Government. The
matter rests here and Chandigarh still, continues to be
Union Territory with both Punjab and Haryana Governments having their headquarters and a combined High Court
at Chandigarh.
While political changes were taking place in this land of
the five rivers, the people, though very much alive to the
fluid political situation in the State, were also not forgetful
of their duty towards themselves and to the country at large.
The Punjab like the rest of the country is predominantly
an agricultural State and, therefore, it is natural that for
the development of its economy greater stress had to be laid
on the improvement in agricultural methods and techniques.
An Agricultural University had been established at Ludhiana
as early as 1962. The ceaseless research carried out at this
University by eminent research scholars developed strains of
high-yielding variety of seeds of wheat, maize, bajra and
many other foodgrains. The Punjab farmers, traditionally
known for his quick adaptability and responsiveness to new
techniques, adopted the new high-yielding variety of seeds
in a big way in the summer of 1967 and by 1969, the Punjab
had nearly doubled its wheat production and brought about

what was termed as 'Green Revolution' by wheat experts of
Mexico. The results achieved in certain selected areas of
Punjab especially in Ludhiana district which came under
IADP (Intensive Agriculture Development Programmes)
were beyond anybody's expectation and the yield of wheat
per acre in this district was the highest in the world. The
Punjab's contribution to national pool of foodgrains has
always been the highest, some times contributing about two
thirds of the entire reserve. This has not only closed the
gap between food production and our requirements but has
also saved the country the valuable exchange consumed in
food imports under PL 490. But the most important point
in this connection is the saving of our counry's honour. The
increased food production had its dramatic impact when
during the December, 1971 Indo-Pak war, the Americans
stopped aid to India. India's declaration that no more foodgrains will be imported under PL 480 or for that matter
from any other source, must have come as a big surprise
to some of the big powers of the world, and Punjab's contribution to this self-sufficiency has been very significant
indeed.
The Punjabis have, through centuries, played the role
of the Mawan and Kisan', rolled into one and has served
the nation in times of war as in peace. During the recent
past they have achievements to the credit which will be
written in the history of the country in letters of gold. We
will continue our efforts relentlessly and fight for the
economic emancipation of people.

; o•
While we remember
us rededicate

those who gave their lives for our freedom,

ourselves

to

from all who threaten it.
and

maintain

and

strengthen

that

Freedom has no meaning without

freedom
stability

progress.
—INDIRA GANDHI
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Bhatinda Fort said to be about 1800 years old
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N the annals of Punjab, one prominent fact which
compels notice is that it has been a centre of historical
activity in India from time immemorial. By virtue of its
geographical situation, Punjab has always had to bear the
full blast of any invader's fury. And not unoften the die
of India's destiny was cast by events in Punjab. This also
set the mould of the people of Punjab, always self-reliant,
resourceful, vigorous, unsophisticated, spontaneous and optimist. Change is, therefore, nature's law to them and they
accept new situations without reservation.
For the same
reason, they feel at home in any environment and have established a reputation for their physical prowess, adventure
seeking, and ubiquity. There is not a corner of the world
where a Punjabi is not found up against odds in carving
out his own destiny. Imbued with proverbial frontier spirit, he has maintained his reputation as a fine coloniser and
does not fight shy of facing the trials and tribulations of
breaking new ground.
This characteristic of the people of Punjab arises from
a vast racial admixture and homogeneity which have occurred in the Punjab ever since our knowledge of history.
Geographical position and incidental historical causes brought wave after wave of invaders sweeping into India through the vulnerable north-western passes, and in their
wake came the Aryans, Greeks, Scythians, Kushans, Huns
Arabs, Turks etc., who adopted Punjab as their ultimate
home and settled here in the peaceful wonts of life.
In
this sense, Punjab impresses as a crucible in which various
races and people fused and interfused to evolve a new
amalgam of racial entity, the Punjabis. It has, thus, been
16

GH THE AGES
the lot of the Punjabis not only to bear the
shocks,
but also to absorb them. New influences were then passed
on to the rest of the country without upsetting the normal

A fine soldier
current of life. While the Punjab suffered occasional depredations, these shocks were seldom felt beyond Delhi.
This fact speaks for the resilience of the Punjabi character,

a rare example of which the present generation in India
has witnessed during the years after Partition.

aside by an overpowering onslaught, but the answer was
found as soon as it relented.

Punjabis were ever conscious of their position as the
"Sword-arm of India" and defended the frontiers of the

Emerging on the scene of documented history, we find
ourselves face to face with the first world
conqueror,
Alexander—the Great. The mighty Persian Empire of
Xerxes and D'arius had been at his feet and before his
victorious armies stood the tiny States of the Punjab. The
battle that Porus gave him on the banks of the Jhelum,
demoralised his army. But the real resistance came from
the people of the small Republics of Asvakas, Kathois and
Malvakas lying along the Ravi and Beas, who checked his
onward march and forced him to beat a retreat. He was
inordinately vindictive on them in view of their strange
type of valour. Imagine entire clans fighting to the last
man and giving in only when he had only the helpless
worn L and children to pillage. In one of such combats.
Alexander himself was seriously wounded.
Then comes the next chapter which is even more glorious. Stung by the Greek invasion, the Punjabis led the
new empire-building programme in India. It is remarkable
hat within seven years of the death of Alexander—the
Great, last vestiges of the Greek dominions had been washed off in one big sweep of patriotic upsurge of the Punjabi
people. The hero of this movement was Chanakya, a teacher of statecraft at Taxila who groomed Chandra Gupta
Maurya for the accomplishment of this difficult task.
•

A war veteran
*

country with an unusually strong patriotic instinct.
In
fact, the Punjabis have always waged an unrelenting struggle against alien rulers throughout history. There may be
instances when the resistance of the Punjabis was swept

And soon enough, Chandra Gupta Maurya, backed by
the armies of Punjab, was marching on Patliputra to dislodge the corrupt and useless Maha Nanda from the throne.
The Mauryan Empire was thus built on the genius and bravery of the people of Punjab. The result was that when
Selukus tried to recover the lost Greek provinces, he had
the defeat of his life and had to give his daughter to
Chandra Gupta Maurya in marriage.
In the next phase, an even more glorious manifestation of the patriotic sense of the Punjabis is witnessed.
17

The people of this tract assimilated the aesthetic achievements of the invading Greeks and synthesised them with
their native genius to give birth to the Gandhara School
of Sculpture. The emphasis of this new art movement was
occasioned by the birth of the Mahayana sect of Budhism
under the Kushans. The great exponent of the philosophy
of this sect was Nagarjune who again belonged to that
great seat of learning—Taxila.
The spiritual halo it gave
to the hellenic form is something transcendentally beautiful and perpetuates in stone the glorious synthesis that our
forefathers achieved under the impact of new ideas.
The Punjab suffered again terribly at the hands of the
Huns. But shortly afterwards, we find the rise of Prabhakar Vardhan at Thanesar. Under Harsha, Thanesar became
the imperial capital and acquired fame both for the catholicity of its inhabitants and grandeur of its wealth. Ywan
Chwang, the celebrated Chinese traveller visited India in
his time and wrote in glowing terms about the benevolence,
munificence and greatness of the King who received him
royally in his capital.
With the death of Harsha, we enter upon the medieval
period of Punjab's history. Large empires do not appear
thereafter and their place is taken by the Rajput States
littered all over North India. Lahore is mentioned for the
first time in the history of the Shahia dynasty of Bhera
wrr'ch produced many illustrious kings ready to die for their
country's honour. The Shahia Empire extended to Ghazni
and beyond in the North-West. Maharaja Jaipal and Maharaia Anangpal fought Mahmud of Ghazni with uncommon
valour—the former Iburning himself alive for not being
able to retrieve Peshawar from the Ghaznavis. It is a
remarkable tribute to the patriotic spirit and military efficiency of these kings that for about four centuries between the death of Harsha in 646 A.D. and the appearance
of Mahmud of Ghazni in 1008 A.D., India remained completely free from any foreign invasion.
The Ghaznavis ruled Lahore for many generations but
the influence of Islam was not particularly perceptible
18

before the appearance of Muhammad Ghori. He caughi
Rajputs at a time when they were a house divided among
themselves. Prithviraj Chauhan, the valiant King of Delhi
and Ajmer, repulsed Muhammad Ghori with heavy losses
m the first battle in 1191 A.D. but the prevalent notions of
chivalry in medieval India helped Ghori to escape without being crippled. The next blow from him was, however, mortal for the Rajputs who were permanently to lose
Delhi and with it the empire of India. Nevertheless, if tradition is to be believed, Chander Bardai, the court poet of
Prithvi Raj, who belonged to Punjab, again came out as
the saviour of the fair name of India. Strong local tradition avers that he managed to have Muhammad Ghori killed by Prithvi Raj as he had not been treated well; then
killing his own master, he killed himself also so that they
did not fall into the hands of the enemy.
The advent of Islam posed a new variety of problems
not hitherto experienced by the people in India. It was not
a question of political supremacy alone; the entire organisation of society was being hammered out of shape. Islam
had a distinct social organisation and believed in militant
proselytization.
This was an hour of crisis for the calmly flowing stream of Indian culture which had never been subjected to
such a severe stress and storm. Complacent about their
own superiority, the Hindus had lost touch with the wider
currents of contemporary history around them; and when
this insularity was broken so violently, they found it difficult to readjust themselves. But the virile and vigorous
people of Punjab reacted soon to supply a new platform of
synthesis on which the two mighty civilisations might agree
to live in peace.
Farid was the first of the great sages who were to give
the message of universal brotherhood and temper Islamic
religious thought with the spirit of Vedantism. In the
course of time, this synthesis was to usher in the great renaissance movement in India known as the Bhakti Movement. Guru Nanak was the most shining star in this
galaxy of the great personages who led this movement.

To understand the role of Guru Nanak, the founder of
Sikhism, we must be able to comprehend the circumstances
of his age. The Turkish Sultanates of Delhi had outlived
their heyday and their political set-up was tottering.
Cruelty towards the innocent was the only way to coerce
the people into submission. The people in general had been
so thoroughly demoralised that they had neither the will
nor the strength to fight oppression.
The problem was
how to redeem a prostrate people who had given up all
faith in action.
Guru Nanak was no mere hermit recalling the message
of God and asking the people to eschew temporal life. He
-was a social revolutionary of the greatest stature who knew
the remedy for the malaise people were suffering from,
l i e had travelled far and wide and had equipped himself
for the task of regeneration of a crest-fallen people. Against
the naked tyranny of Ibrahim Lodhi and Babar, Guru
Nanak could not sit idle or silent.
f
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Sikhism, which Guru Nanak founded as an answer to
t h e complex problem of re-enkindling in the hearts of the
suppressed and oppressed, the fire for freedom, was based
on perfect equality. The institutions of 'Sangat' and
T a n g a t ' (meaning mixed congregations and common dining) were practical steps to undo the artificial cleavages
between the rich and the poor, the high and the low. It was
a vision of a truly democratic and classless society. It gave
a new faith to the people to stand by.
Another revolutionary step that Guru Nanak took was
the employment of Punjabi in the dissemination of his
teachings. This established a direct communion between
him and his audience, all other barriers going overboard.
The study of Sanskrit or for that matter even Persian had
cast a heavy veil of dormancy on the creativeness of the
people. Guru Nanak knew that the use of Punjabi was a
powerful lever to uncover it so as to provide the latent
capacities of the people opportunities for their expression;
and he employed it effectively. The over-all result was
t h a t from out of the exploited and demoralised emerged a

people of heroic mould, ready to lay down their lives on
the altar of truth, destined ultimately to change the course
of history. Here-after, the Punjabis were not to give in
like dumb-driven cattle to the oppression and tyranny of
the rulers.
In the succeeding centuries, the struggle for independence, of both action and spirit, is intimately linked with the
rise and spread of Sikhism in Punjab. All the ten Gurus
were remarkable men, always ready to court countless sufferings. It was their personal example that led their followers to the realization that death of a free man was
much better than the life of a slave.
The examples of
the fifth Guru, Shri Arjun Dev and the ninth Guru, Shri
Teg Bahadur even today beckon people to lay down their
lives fearlessly in defence of truth. The persecution of
the fifth Guru led people to organise themselves for military action, if need be, against the empire.
But the struggle became really fierce with Guru Gobind
Singh taking over the command of the Sikh Community.
He realised that the time had come when people 'sworn
to die sword in hand' should be welded into a more warlike organisation. The baptism of the Khalsa Panth has
no parallel in the religious history of the world. The Guru
laid down a pre-condition that only those should come
forward, who were prepared to be beheaded. His 'Amrit',
the nectar of life immortalized his followers. His own tender-aged Sahibzadas remained unflinching in their faith and
did not even mind being bricked alive by the Moghul Governor of Sirhind.
Banda Bahadur, a recluse, whom the Guru'Tiad sent to
Punjab with a sense of mission, for the first time dealt
severe blows to the Moghuls, liberating Southern and Eastern Punjab with one flash of his sword. He was, however,
overwhelmed and done to death in a manner which was a
shameful parallel to the religious persecution of medieval
Europe.
The Punjab was to know no peace after that till the
tide of history had been decisively turned back. The eighteenth century is the most glorious period in the struggle
19

of the Sikhs for liberation. It is impossible to imagine how
this heroic community kept the flame of struggle burning
when the full force of the Moghul Empire was engaged in
extinguishing it. Their endless guerilla warfare ultimately
demoralised the Moghuls.

A scene

of Maharaja

Ran jit Singh's

Court

The blows of Nadir and Abdali only rendered the
Moghuls even more completely helpless. The Afghans had
re-entrenched themselves in the Punjab and the valiant
people had to wage war on two fronts. But the battle of
Sirhind only two years after the third battle of Panipat
sealed the fate of the Maghuls and removed from the CisSatluj Punjab every trace of foreign bondage and paved
the freedom of the trans-Satluj Punjab as well.
The golden age of Punjab, however, shone with the
rise of Ranjit Singh, a sovereign ruler. Under him the
Punjab rose to become a great power of which even the
British, with their undisputed sway over the rest of the
country, were afraid. The frontiers of the Punjab touched
Khyber in the North-West, Tibet in the North and Baluchistan in the West.
Never before in history had Punjab's
armies and administrators held sway over such a big terrio
20

tory. Generals like Dewan Mohkam Chand and Hari Singh
Nalwa, who rose from the native ranks, have few equals.
Ranjit Singh himself has been described as the Indian
Napoleon—a comparison otherwise apt, but not true for the

General

Hari Singh Nalwa entering
1834 A.D.

Peshawar—

reason that the Indian counterpart never tasted any defeat
in his life.
The greatest significance of the emergence of Sikh rule
was that it decisively turned the tide on those who haoT
been invading India from the passes of the Hindukush as
and when their convenience permitted.
But the eventual domination from the South by the
British ended this glorious chapter. The sad events that led
to the fall of the Sikhs are full of treachery by the verypersons who mattered.
For the next hundred years, Punjab underwent a series
of trials and tribulations. It played a vital part in t h e
long drawn out battle for national liberation. But that i^
an epic by itself.
—o

PUNJAB PULSATING W I T H NEW LIFE

W

ITH the dawn of Independence, 25 years ago, a new
era was heralded upon Punjab alongwith the rest of
the country.
The State of Punjab, inspite of the
tumultous crisis of the Partition, embarked upon the great
adventure of eradicating poverty, disease and ignorance
and ensuring to the millions of its people the basic necessities of life. The people of the State, like the rest of their
fellow-countrymen, had long been inured to hardship and
suffering, denial and deprivation. The democratisation of
Government machinery and public institutions unleashed
vast reservoirs of energy, it simultaneously gave rise to
unprecedented hopes and ambitions. The State, as a result, has witnessed a rapid succession of events and developments in different fields.

supply of raw material, technical guidance etc. by the Government. Education has been given a distinct technological and scientific bias. Medical facilities have been vastly
expanded in both rural and urban areas. Fullest opportunities are being afforded to the Scheduled Castes and other

All Round Progress.—The process of planned economic development launched in 1951-52 gave a new momentum to the task of reconstruction in the economic fields
and reforms in the education and social fields. The spells
of shortages are being overcome. Red-tapism and delays
have been cut down. Every effort is being made to redress
public grievances and all vestiges of corruption are being
removed. Better conditions of service have been provided
to the public servants and honesty and integrity is being
rewarded.
Programmes of rural development in various fields like
agriculture, animal husbandry, dairying and poultry, link
roads, rural housing are being intensified. Industrial activities have been stepped up as a result of every possible
assistance, help and guidance including the sanction of
loans, provision of water, power, land, roads and transport,

Refugee influx—A scene after Partition in 1947
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Backward Classes to catch up with the rest of their countrymen. Further land reforms with a view to genuinely improving the lot o f the tenants and landless labourers on a
uniform basis throughout the State are being introduced in
the direction of equitable distribution of resources,
especially, immovable property in urban areas.
An assessment of the progress of economic development
can be had from the estimates of per capita income worked
out for the State of Reorganised Punjab. A comparison
over the years will reveal the improvement or decline in the
living standards of the people. The new State with an area
of 50,376 Kilometres has a population of 13,472,972 lakhs.
The State income at constant prices (base 1952-53) was
Rs. 423.60 crores in 1960-61. It rose to Rs. 521.44 crores in
1965-66, an increase of 23 percent. It had been estimated at
Rs. 570.69 crores in the year 1966-67. The per capita income
which was Rs. 374 in 1960-61 rose to Rs. 881 (provisional) in
1968-69. The per capita income takes into account the
growth of population at about 2.2 per cent per annum, absorbing to a considerable extent the economic growth in the
years to come. As a result of the implementation of these
schemes, the economy of the State has becom e much more
stable and balanced than it was in 1947 or 1951 and a strong
base has been built for the self-generating process of development to make further head-way.
Record Foodgrains Production.—The economy of Punjab
is predominantly based on agriculture. It is mainly through
quick agricultural development that the living standards of
the people can be raised. The Punjab Government, had,
therefore, given top priority to agriculture and as a result,
a major break-through has been achieved in the sphere of
agricultural production. The State, once again, occupies
the proud position of the 'granary of India'. The foodgrains
production which was only 19.95 lakh tonnes in 1950-51
reached a figure of 55 lakh tonnes in 1968-69 and is expected
to be 75 lakh tonnes by the end of the Fourth Plan in 197374. Punjab hopes to be in a position to procure 35 lakh
tonnes of wheat for the centre, the needy States and for
other urgent requirements in 1972-73. This is in sharp contrast to the situation in 1950 when the erstwhile State of

Punjab was in deficit to the extent of 32,000 tonnes of foodgrams.
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Tubewell irrigation
The production of cotton in 1966-67 was 7.31 lakh bales:
as compared to 2.54 lakh bales in 1950-51. It is expected to
rise to 10 lakh bales by the end of the Fourth Plan in 197374. Similarly the production of sugarcane (gur) is expected
to be 6.50 lakh tonnes in 1973-74 as compared to 2.57 lakh
tonnes in 1950-51 and 5.77 lakh tonnes in 1966-67.
Irrigation and Power.—Out of the total culturable area
of 75.36 lac acres covered by canals and tubewells of t h e
State, 50.32 lac acres were irrigated by canals, wells and
tubewells by the end of the Third Plan period against the
irrigated figure of 28 lac acres counted at the time of
Partition. Thus irrigation has made a significant contribution towards self-sufficiency in foodgrains.
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.ftural electrification is of special significance to the
developing agrarian economy of Punjab. Besides being an
amenity which helps to modernise the outlook of the
farmer, on it also depends largely the regulated and assured supply of irrigation so necessary for the success of highyielding varieties programmes. By the end of 1970-71,
6,179 villages and towns had been electrified. The target
for 1972-73 is 1,000 villages.
Industry.—No less important than the development of
agriculture is the need for promoting industrial development in the State. While Punjab can claim much distinction in the sphere of agricultural production, a lot of effort
is necessary in order that the State is able to achieve a
place of pride among the other States on the industrial
map of the country. With about 29,000 small-scale industrial units, Punjab occupies an important place in the

Punjab is well-known for its sports goods

small scale industry of the country.
The State Government offers special facilities and concessions for the establishment of industries all over the State. Substantial
growth of industries is anticipated at three focal growth
points which have been located at Dhandari near Ludhiana,
Raj pur a and Mohali near Chandigarh. The border cities of
Amritsar, Ferozepore and Batala have been declared as
border focal points of industrial growth in the interest of
industrial stability in these areas.
Punjab has, so far, been neglected in the establishment of heavy industry. The State Government is pressing for a four-wheel tractor factory, an electronics factory
and the next unit of the telephone industry in the State
besides many other important industries.
Roads.—With the great advance in agriculture, rapid
means of transport are essential to transport large quantities of agricultural production from the villages. The total
road mileage maintained by the P.W.D. in 1947 was 2,813

Education for all—a goal already within, reach
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Kilometres. The same went upto 12,209 Kilometres m
1971. It was, however, observed that a majority of villages are far beyond two miles of any road. The need of
such villages to have a reasonable access could not, therefore, be lost sight of. A State-wide progiamme to construct link roads connecting all the villages in the State
was launched by the State Government. Six thousands
miles of roads are being constructed in the State within
the next two years at a cost of Rs. 44 crores. This measure will revolutionise the rural economy in the State as it
will reduce the difference between towns and villages and
help in improving the economy of the State which is predominantly agricultural at present.
Education.—The total enrolment in primary classes and
at the secondary educational level at the end of the Third
Five-Year Plan was 13.40 lakhs or 75.5 percent of the total
number of children in the age-group of 6-11 years and 1.41

School

gardening

lakh children in the age-group of 14-17 years respectively.
The enrolment was 21,0^,248 boys and girls in 197071. The number of literates in 1971 was 4,498,438 that is
33.39 per cent of the total population.
Health.—Medical and health facilities in accordance
with the modern concept of positive health to the people
of the State both in urban and rural areas, are provided
through the agencies of 534 medical and health institutions
of various categories like hospitals, primary health centres
and dispensaries. In addition, 259 Ayurvedic and 13nam
institutions are serving the people mostly in rural areas.
The State has reached a stage of development where there
is one medical practitioner for every 2,767 people.

Vaccination against smallpox and other
contagious
diseases in the interior of the State

So is the case with midwives, nurses and dais. The
population served per mid-wife is 7,607, per nurse 6,791
and per dai 1,323 in 1968. The number of beds has risen
from 3,594 in 1966 to 9,817 in 1970. The over-all improvement in the health services available in the State is reflected in the higher life expectancy at birth. According to
IDG! census, the life expectancy in Punjab was 47 years as
against 41! years for India. It was 32 years in 1947 and has
risen to 59.58 in 1969-70 in this State. *
Family Planning \ Punjab has achieved a major breakthrough in the field of family planning. The State for the
third time in succession, won national award for excellent
performance in this field. The total performance of Punjab has been stated to be the best in the country in sterilization. There is a distinctive decline in birth rate due to
the intensive family planning campaign. The birth rate in
the State has come down from 34.44 per thousand in 1961
to 27.32 in 1970 according to Civil registration.

Finance Corporation. Till 1970-71, approximately 4,500
persons had received interest-free loans for setting up
various trades. The new Corporation will, for the firsi
time, promote and undertake comprehensive programmes
of agricultural development, marketing, processing, supply
and storage of agricultural produce, small scale industry,
building construction, transport and such other business
and trade as may be found useful. With a view to eradication of untouchability and for promoting social intercourse, Harijan children and women are brought together
alongwith others for education and vocational training
respectively in community centres set up in villages. The
programme for the construction of Dharamsalas/Chaupals
for the Scheduled Castes was introduced in 1969-70 with a
view to eradicating social disabilities and increasing confidence among them as equal partners of the Community.
About 1,600 villages have already been covered since this
programme was initiated.

Welfare of Scheduled Castes and Backward Classes.
No effort has been spared to improve the socio-economic conditions of the members of the Scheduled Castes and
Backward Classes. One of the important schemes which
has been in operation aiming at the improvement of the
educational standard of the members of these classes, relates to the award of scholarships and reimbursement of
fees to the students belonging to them. The ceiling on the
income of the parents for eligibility of their children to
receive stipends has been enhanced from Rs. 1,800 per year
to Rs. 3,600 per year. The rate of scholarship was also increased from Rs. 6.00 per child at the Matriculation stage
to Rs. 10 per child per month for the first and second divisioners. A special coaching centre has also been set up in
Punjabi University, Patiala to coach candidates for higher
services such as I.A.S., I.P.S. and allied services. A new
programme for training in motor-driving, tractor-driving,
blacksmithy, masonry etc. was also introduced so that
wider opportunities for suitable jobs are opened to them.
A significant step has been taken in the establishment
of the Punjab Scheduled Castes Land Development and

A free

milk

distribution
centre for Harijan
and expectant
mothers

children
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The State Government has decided to transfer surplus evacuee land to "Bazigars' and other wandering tribes
on which they had 'abadis' at the rate of Rs. 250 per ordinary acre.
Brick by Brick.—The foregoing account affords only a
glimpse of the vast progress that Punjab has made since
Independence. Such an account, however, detailed, cannot fully portray the great panorama of people's endeavour in every nook and corner of the State. The people
of Punjab, with their unbounded zeal and energy are raising—brick by brick—the imposing edifice of a new State.
Their economy has already arrived at the take-off stage—
and they can look forward to a prosperous future with
confidence and pride born of a sense of achievement.

IHHIM

Interest-free
loans for setting up various
sanctioned to members of Scheduled

trades are
Castes
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National
integration and cohesion is a matter of vital
importance
today.
It is at the base of all the other activities which we try to
further.
JAWAHAR LAL NEHRU

PUNJAB LEADS IN AGRICULTURAL
PRODUCTION

T

HE State of Punjab has again come to the forefront
in the matter of agricultural production. Before the
Partition in 1947, the erstwhile composite Punjab State
stood at the top of the rest of the country in the matter of
production of foodgrains and cotton. At the time of Partition, there was a serious set-back, as most of the fertile
area passed on to Pakistan. The human material, that
migrated to this side of India and settled all over the State,
carried with them a long experience of good farming. But
in view of the limited resources in the matter of irrigation
and other facilities, this talent could not be straightway
utilised. The immediate result was that the state of Punjab, for the first time in the known history, became a deficit state practically in all agricultural commodities. But
within a period of two or three years with the return of
normal conditions, the State turned the corner and the
production started slowly going up.

In the First Three Five-Year Plans of the State, development programmes for agricultural production received
the highest priority. With the execution of various programmes of soil conservation, land reclamation, minor and
major irrigation, a firm base was laid for the speedy development of agriculture. Fragmented and scattered holdings were consolidated to permit partial or full mechanisation of agriculture, proper use of irrigation facilities etc.
In the first two plans Punjab registered an increase of
76.5 percent in agricultural production as against all India

figure of 46.4 percent. The Third Plan period, however,
witnessed stagnation in agricultural production particularly
in food-grains except for the year 1964-65. This had been
mainly due to adverse agro-climatic conditions. Still the
food-grains production which was 19.80 lakh tonnes in the
year 1950-51 rose to 33.89 lakh tonnes by the end of Third
Plan. During the same period production of cotton also
increased by more than 2-112 times i.e. from 2.47 lakh bales
to 7.31 lakh bales. Sugarcane production registered an
appreciable increase from 2.57 lakh tonnes of Gur to 5.77
lakh tonnes of Gur in the first three Plans. Similarly, the
production of oilseeds increased three times during this
period. The increased production was attributed both to increase in the cultivated area as well as increase in the productivity.
The real break-through in agriculture was recorded in
the year 1966-67 when high-yielding varieties of different
crops were introduced. The most important strategic programme taken was to substantially increase the area under
high-yielding varieties of Wheat, Rice, Maize and Bajra. To
obtain optimum yields from the cultivation of high-yielding strains, special efforts were made to pursuade the cultivators to adopt the full package of practices like proper
tillage, use of good quality seed, application of balanced
dosage of fertilizers, timely weeding, spraying of pesticides
and irrigation and water management. During the year
1971-72, an area of 17.05 lakh hectares and 3.26 lakh hectares was brought under high-yielding varieties of wheat
and rice as compared to that of 0.57 lakh hectares and 0.44
27

lakh hectares during the year 1966-67. This resulted in the
tremendous increase in the production of both wheat and
rice in the State. The production of wheat which was
19.16 lakh tonnes in 1965-66 increased to 56.00 lakh tonnes
during 1971-72 which may be a world record. The production of rice has also increased from 2.92 lakh tonnes to
9.19 lakh tonnes during the same period.

Provision of irrigation facilities is a vital factor to
bring about accelerated progress in agricultural production. The area under high-yielding varieties can be stepped up only with the increase in area under assured irrigation. The intensity of cropping can also be increased
only by augmenting irrigation facilities to the cultivators'
fields. Minor irrigation works taken up in the state, from

Cultivation—modern way
time to time, have helped in increasing area under irrigation to a great extent. The total number of tubewells/
pumping sets at the beginning of the 4th Five-Year Plan
was little over 1,00,000 and the targets fixed for the current
Plan are installation of additional 2,00,000 tube-wells/

pumping sets. The achievement by the end of the 4th Plan
is likely to be 3,00,000.
Chemical fertilizers have played a very significant role
in boosting up the agricultural production. As a matter of

fact, major increase in foodgrains is expected to come from
fertilizer application in balanced ratio. In the last few
years the consumption of fertilizers in the state has gone
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up considerably. During 1971-72, 11.22 lakh tonnes of
Nitrogenous, 3.30 lakh tonnes of Phosphatic and 0.20 lakh
tonnes of Potassic fertilizers were distributed in the State.
For the large scale use of fertilizers about 75.80 percent of
the total fertilizers sales are through co-operative credit (in
kind). Last year fertilizers worth about Rs. 35.00 crores
were issued to the farmers on credit in kind as against
27.13 crores, 28.32 crores and 30.57 crores during the years
1968-69, 1969-70 and 1970-71 respectively.
With the extension of high-yielding varieties of
different crops and increased cropping intensity, plant pro.
tection work to check the attack of insect-pests and diseases
has also attained significance. Aerial spraying of cotton,
sugarcane and rice have been taken up on large scale.
During the year 1971-72, an area of 4,49,286 under cotton
was aerially sprayed as against 2,800 acres sprayed during
1963 when the aerial spraying of cotton w a s "first introduced in the state. An area of 1,881 acres under rice and

20,941 acres under sugarcane was also covered by aerial
spraying. It would, thus, be seen that the State of Punjab
presents a very happy picture in the matter of agricultural
production especially food-grains. It may be mentioned
that the production of food-grains has exceeded the target
figure of 72.50 lakh tonnes which is all time high. Particularly, the production of wheat in Punjab has increased tremendously in the last five years. Whereas, there was an appreciable increase in the productivity, the area also increased every year by about 1.4 lakh hectares. On the
other side, there are signs of improvement in wheat production in the States of U.P., Bihar, M.P. and West Bengal
and the demand for food grains being limited, future increase in wheat production will face competition for
marketing as well as price. On the basis of the current
production trend and the future demand projections, it is,
therefore, necessary to suitably diversify farming in the
State. The cropping pattern will have to b2 modified
keeping in view the requirements of the country. The
country is at present deficit in oilseeds, pulses, cotton etc.
Greater emphasis will be laid on the cultivation of these
crops and necessary facilities in the form of seeds of

Scientific storage for preserving

the surplus

produce
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the improved variety and disease and pest control will be
provided.

proach involving co-ordination of the efforts of all organisations and agencies concerned with agricultural production
complex.

The cultivable areas being limited, efforts, in
future, will have to be made to increase the cropping
Intensity by adopting multiple cropping. To achieve this
end, the Government have already started three projects
for the development of multiple cropping in selected
area s through establishment of an integrated action programme of adaptive research trials, scientific demonstrations, well organised efforts, streamlined supplies of
inputs, credit services, organised marketing and allied
activities. These projects will follow a multi-agency ap-

With the achievement of self-sufficiency in food-grains
in the country, the emphasis will now shift to developing
the under-developed areas for removing disparities. The
State Government have undertaken various programmes
and the State will go ahead with increasing its agricultural production much more in time to come and will
continue to lead the rest of the country in the matter of
agricultural production.

0:

Political independence would be meaningless
without
econoinic
independence.
It is the duty of every citizen to be ready to undergo
hardship, difficulties and even sacrifices to achieve their goal as early
as possible.
INDIRA
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GANDHI

LIVESTOCK IMPROVEMENT
ATTLE constitute a very important element in the prosperity and well-being of a country. It is very true of
Punjab State as nearly 75 per cent of its population lives on
agriculture and obviously cattle raising is her main-stay.
It need, therefore, hardly be emphasised that in any plan
for augmenting agricultural production and supply of suffi-

cient and balanced nutritive food to its large human population, steps must be directed towards improving the productivity of our cattle both in regard to their draughtability
and increased milk production.

C

Out of 33 well-defined breeds of cattle and buffaloes m
India, the Joint Punjab prior to partition of the country in
August, 1947, had 3 recognised breeds of cows and two of
buffaloes.
The Government had only one livestock farm at
Hissar with 40,000 acres of land and having 10,000 heads
of cattle. This w a s rightly called the stud farm of whole
India, as the demand of stud bulls of t h e States like U.P;
Madhya Pradesh/Bombay/Gujrat, Mysore, etc., was met
from this. Several hundred pedigreed bulls and heifers
were supplied every year to the District Boards at concessional rates for bringing about improvement in livestock.
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A pedigreed bull

Immediately after the Partition, the live stock development could not, for obvious reasons, make much headway
owing to the lean finances, which was the after-math of
Partition. Stress was continued to be laid by the Government on duel purpose animals which could serve both
draught and milk requirement of the State.
In order to meet the requirements of the pedigreed
bulls which roughly stood at 500 to 600 bulls every year,
the State Government concentrated and focussed all its
attention and energies on the expansion of its only livestock
farm left at Hissar. Sahiwal and Murrah herds were added
to its strength.
31

For increasing the milk production in cows and buffaloes,
selective breeding was taken up in the breeding tracts and
grading up in the other areas. To supplement the above
programme. Key Village Blocks with 6 to 10 units around
each were established during the 1st Plan for augmenting
the multiplication of superior breeding stock through Artificial Insemination technique in milk shed areas and also in
areas where cattle development work had progressed sufficiently.
The Animal Husbandry Department had not yet fully
consolidated itself when a very important event took place
in the history of Punjab. The State was further bifurcated
on linguistic basis into three States of Haryana, Himachal
Pradesh and Punjab. In so far as the Animal Husbandry
Department was concerned, it sustained a serious blow
as all the Cattle Breeding, Buffaloe Breeding, Progeny
Testing and Sheep Breeding Farms either fell to the share
of Haryana or Himachal Pradesh leaving the Animal Husbandry Department in the Punjab to start afresh which was
not only an irreparable loss but a great challenge to the
Department.
For the concentration of all round Animal Husbandry
activities in the compact milk shed areas, 5 Intensive Cattle
Development Projects have been established (one each at
Amritsar, Patiala, Ludhiana, Jullundur and Bhatinda) during the 4th Plan period.
Under this Programme, Semen
Banks, Feed Mixing Plants, Fodder Banks are also established. In addition to this, 36 Key Village Blocks with 263
Key Village Units are also functioning in the State.
For the production of pedigreed and proven bulls, a
Buffaloe Breeding Farm had been established during the
year 1967-68 at Bir Dosanj, Nabha, where progeny testing
experiments are being conducted.
With the collaboration of Swiss Government, an IndoSwiss Project has been set up at Patiala, during the year
1971-72 and 210 Holstein Friesian Heifers were received

through AFPRO during September, 1970, for the establishment of Holstein Friesian breeding farm for production of
exotic bulls and these have been located at Nabha.
Sheep and Wool
In order to improve productive capacity of indigenous
sheep, one sheep farm has been established at Mattewara
during the 4th plan period with 500 Corriedale sheep received under F.A.O. programme. With a view to ensure fair
price of wool to the producer, to eliminate middle man profits and also save substantial amount of foreign exchange,
one wool grading-cum-marketting Centre has also been
established during the 4th plan period at Gill, Ludhiana.
To improve the quality and quantity of wool in sheep,
a Sheep and Wool Development Programme was launched
during the 2nd plan period. Under this programme Sheep
and Wool Extension Centres were established. Upto 3rd
Plan, 12 such centres were opened in the districts of Ferozepore, Bhatinda, and Sangrur. During the 4th Plan period,
10 additional centres have been established, thus, raising the
strength of such centres to 22.
Piggery

Development

Pig being prolific breeder and quick grower can solve
the shortage of protective foods to some extent. In order to
improve the indigenous pigs through cross breeding, 5 Pig
Breeding Farms were established during the 2nd and 3rd
Plan periods. A new pig breeding farm at Badal is being
established during the 4th Plan. In order to provide ready
and remunerative marketing facilities to the breeders and
also to augment the production of wholesome pork and
pork products, a Pork Processing Plant had been set up at
Kharar during the year 1971-72 which has since gone into
production.
Poultry

Development

Before the Partition of the country, the Punjab State
had 4 Poultry Farms. During the 1st Plan period, 16 Poultry Extension Centres were opened. During the 3rd Plan

period, 4 Poultry Extension Centres at the district level
were converted into Poultry Farms. The poultry industry
had made much headway in the past decade. The State
has today 4 Poultry Breeding F a r m s and a net work of 39
Poultry Extension Service Centres. In addition to this, 3
Intensive Poultry Development Blocks were set up at
Hoshiarpur, Badal and Bhogpur during the 4th Plan. The
hatchery capacity both in public and private sectors has exceeded 3 lakh eggs.
Disease

tioned here that the State is free of Rinderpest disease for
the last decade or so.

control

To provide proper and adequate health cover to the
entire livestock population of the State, there is a net-work
of 246 Veterinary Hospitals and 256 Veterinary Dispensaries
functioning in the State.
In addition to this, three Mobile Veterinary Dispensaries)
are also functioning to provide veterinary first aid at the
door of the farmers in the far flung areas of the State. Ir
order to make available adequate supplies of Sera and Vac j
cine to protect the livestock from the on-slaught of conta-'
gious diseases, an elaborate vaccine institute is being set upj
at Ludhiana.
For control of Rinderpest disease in the'
State, a Rinderpest Eradication Programme was launched during the 2nd Plan period. In addition, three
Follow U p / I m m u n e Belt Parties, two Vigilance Units
and two Check Posts have been set up for carrying
out vaccinations of animals crossing
the inter-state
borders,
keeping
the
immunity
status of vaccinational animals at a high level and to carry out the mass
scale vaccination in the State with the sole object of checking the ingress of Rinderpest disease and to keep the cattle,
wealth of the state free from this disease. It may be men-

Adequate health cover is provided through a net-work
of veterinary hospitals and dispensaries
It is, thus, hoped that the programmes already under
way and those envisaged by the Government will be able to
bring about the increased production of milk and other
livestock production in the coming years.
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BHAKRA DAM—the pride of Punjab

IRRIGATION FACILITIES

I

RRIGATION has been the mainstay of the Punjab's
economy, prosperity and development. The gross area
of the State of Punjab is 124.20 lac acres, out of which the
culturable area is only 110 lac acres.
At the time of Partition in 1947, the culturable area
of the State covered by various canal systems was counted
as 49.2 lac acres and against this irrigation was recorded on
only 28 lac acres. On attainment of Independence, emphasis was given for the extension of irrigation in order to
meet the food crisis. The long neglected Bhakra Nangal
Project was taken in hand besides large number of irrigation schemes such as Harike Project, extension of nonperennial irrigation in U.B.D.C. Tract, remodelling and
extension of Shahnehar Canal System, construction of
Sirhind Feeder, Madhopur Beas Link, Tubewell Irrigation
Schemes, etc. In addition to above, large number of
minor irrigation schemes under 'Grow More Food'
campaign were also executed at site. With the introduction of plan schemes in the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Five-Year
Plan periods, a lot of development of irrigation in the State
had been achieved and thus the culturable area covered by
canals and tubewells by the end of 3rd Plan was recorded
as 75.36 lac acres and against this irrigation was recorded
on 50.32 lac acres which is about 45.75 per cent of the
culturable area. During the 4th Five-Year plan a number
of irrigation schemes such as : Extension of non-perennial
irrigation to areas in UBDC Tract; Utilisation of surplus
Ravi Beas Waters, got released under Indus water Treaty;
Sinking tube-wells in UBDC Tract for augmenting and stabilsing supplies in winter; sinking deep tube-wells in Kandi
Sub-Montaneous areas and other suitable blocks of the
•

State; Flow and lift irrigation schemes from nallahs, choes.
lakes, canals, etc.
The importance of stepping up the food production
cannot be over-emphasised. There was an acute shortage
of food production in our country and food grains worth

Late Prime Minister Shri Jawahar Lai Nehrii took keen
interest in the progress of Bhakra Nangal Project
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millions of Rupees were imported. Wih the implementation of Irrigation Schemes coupled with the introduction
of high-yielding varieties in the State, self-sufficiency in
food has now been achieved. As for increasing the agricultural production, irrigation is an essential pre-requisite.
The irrigation figures have been recorded as 56.50 lac acres
in the State against the irrigation figures of 28 lac acres
counted at the time of Partition. It is obvious that irrigation has made a big stride towards self-sufficiency in
foodgrains in a period of 25 years. It
is remarkable
achievement. The arid areas of the State which
stretched with sand dunes have been converted into oasis
of green meadows. This State now plays a pivotal role
in the country in supplementing the food grains to those
States where shortage of foodgrains is being experienced.
Keeping in view the strategic importance of irrigation
in achieving the targeted rates of growth in respect of
various agricultural programmes in the State, it has been
accorded highest priority. Out of a total Fourth Plan
outlay of Rs. 293.56 crores, a sum of Rs. 146.24 crores has
been allocated to irrigation and power projects. The
following important projects are proposed to be taken up
•during the 4th Plan.
Beas Project Unit (Beas Satluj

Link)

It is an inter-State Project. The waters of River Beas
•are proposed to be conserved in Bhakra reservoir through
Beas-Satluj Link and will provide irrigation to the areas
of Punjab and Haryana. All the units of the project are
-expected to be completed by June, 1975.

Beas Project

Unit II (Beas

Dam)

This is also an inter-State venture with shares of
Punjab, Haryana and Rajasthan. The Project is to provide
irrigation to an area of 3.24 lac hectares.
Thein Dam

Project

A 482 ft. high thick core
gravel
dam across
River Ravi near Village Thein about 15 miles up-stream
of Madhopur Head Works is proposed to be constructed.
This will provide irrigation to an area of 8,61,500 acres
besides generation of 315 m.w. firm power at 60 per cent
load factor. The skeleton staff is now working a design,
basic planning and field investigations. On clearance of
the Project, the construction work will be undertaken with
full swing.
Minor Irrigation
Schemes
With the introduction of high-yielding varieties accompanied by extensive use of fertilizers and great stress on
intensive cultivation, minor irrigation works have come to
play a vital role in the field of agriculture. River supplies already stand allocated in toto. There is no choice
with the State but to exploit under-ground water reservoir. A number of tube-well irrigation schemes are being
undertaken by the Irrigation Department. In order to
utilise the institutional finances, Punjab State Tube-well
Corporation has been formed for the installation of deep
tube-wells in the State.
Iri
addition to tube-well
irrigation schemes, all water going waste is proposed to
be utilised by formulated flow and lift irrigation schemes
for drains, choes, nallahs, lakes and canals.

INDUSTRIAL EXPANSION
D U N JAB has for long the distinction of being the granary
of the country. It has further improved upon its fine record and recent years have witnessed an unprecedented spurt
of industrial activity in the State. The number of registered
factories has shown a phenomenal increase as against 4,000
such factories in 1966, there are more than 5000 factories
in the State today. The number of small scale industrial
units is about 29,000 employing about 1.5 lakh persons.
Industrial goods to the tune of Rs. 25.5 crores were exported
to other countries during the year 1971-72 alone. These
included textiles, hosiery, engineering and sports goods.
Neither the Indo—Pak conflict of the year 1965 nor the
recent Pakistani aggression has seriously affected the time
of industrial upsurge in the State. The brave Punjabi is
forging ahead despite set-backs and difficulties. The recent
Pakistani aggression had temporarily slowed the pace of
industrial progress. Production in the small scale units had
fallen and the capital market had become tight. There was
dislocation of transport and shortage of raw materials was
also experienced, Stocks too accumulated with the industrial units.
But the industrialists of the State have
an
demonstrated remarkable spirit
d the Government have
lost no time in making a careful assessment of the situation
and adopting suitable remedial measures, especially in the
border areas. Punjab is once again humming with industrial
activity.
The focal points scheme has made fair progress. Over
792 acres of land has been acquired for the three focal points
at Dhandari-Kalan, Mohali and Rajpura. These were developed and allotted to 314 persons. As a result of the

facilities provided by Government, a number of new industries have sprung up at these places and more factories a r e
fast coming UD.

Scooters manufactured at Ludhiana
The Punjab State Industrial Development Corporation
has already commissioned five small Projects. These comprise the tannery, footwear, nylon, re-inforcement leather
belting units at Jullundur, pre-stressed concrete poles and
fertilizer granulation and mixing plant manufacturing units
at Mohali and the salt-petre refinery unit at Ferozepore.
I'"'
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Hosiery goods is an important

item of export from

Punjab

The Corporation has received letters of intent from the Government of India for a number of large projects, such as
brewery, synthetic detergents, polyster staple fibre, tractors,
automobile tyres and tubes, steel billets, dry battery cells,
scooters, etc. Public limited companies for implementation of brewery, tractors, steel billets and for glass bottles
projects have already been floated. The brewery, steel billets and glass bottles projects are expected to go into production by the end of the current year. The tractors,
synthetic detergents and dry battery cell projects have been
scheduled for production during the next year. Efforts are
afoot to secure letters of intent for fertilizer, T.V. sets, etc..
and scooters projects as well.
Out of the total investment of Rs. 70.00 crores on these
projects, the State's contribution will be to the tune of
Rs. 5.00 crores. These projects are estimated to give a
total annual production of the value of Rs. 100 crores.
Credit facilities are being afforded to the industrial
entrepreneurs on a liberal scale. The Punjab financial Corporation, the primary lending institution in the State, sanctioned 160 loan applications for Rs. 2.00 crores and twentyseven lakhs in the year 1970-71 out of which over Rs. 1.00
crores were distributed. In 1971-72, the Corporation sanctioned further loans to 308 parties, amounting to Rs. 2.54
crores. Loans exceeding Rs. 1.11 crores were disbursed
during the year. The Corporation also sanctioned 72 applications for loans exceeding Rs. 74.00 lakhs in order to assist
the private generation of electricity. Loans amounting to
Rs. 89.57 lakhs were sanctioned by the Corporation to 182
transport parties for the purchase of taxis, trucks and buses.
Loans amounting to Rs. 106.87 lakhs were granted to
1,712 parties during the year 1970-71 and a sum of Rs. 0.50
lakhs was utilised for the purpose during the year 1971-72.
Over Rs. 41,000 were disbursed by way of subsidies to 48
parties during 1970-71 for the development of nascent industries and revival of old-industries on modern methods. A
sum of Rs. 75,000 was provided for the purpose for the year
1971-72.
Provision has been made for giving credit facilities to

the industrial units in the backward districts of Gurdaspur,
Bhatinda, Hoshiarpur, and Sangrur at cheaper rate of
interest and for longer period. Government of India have
decided to provide outright subsidy equal to 10 per cent of
the total capital investment of the industrial units not exceeding Rs. 50 lakhs in each case, which will be set up in
the backward district of Hoshiarpur.
These concessions are expected to give great impetus
to the growth of industry in the backward areas.
As a result of the efforts made by the State Industries
Department, the priority allocation of steel to Punjab has
increased from 8.6 per cent to 11 per cent out of the total
availability of iron and steel in the country. Efforts are
being made to get this allocation further increased to 15 per
cent on the basis of the number of registered engineering
units. The total turn-over of Punjab State Small Industries
Corporation during the year 1970-71 touched a record figure
of Rs. 5.36 crores, as against Rs. 3.38 crores in 1969-70. For
the facility of the industrialists, the Corporation opened two
new raw material depots at Hoshiarpur and Mandi Gobindgarh, thus bringing the total number of such centres in
the State to 14. All these depots are working satisfactorily
and handling substantial business. The Corporation also
undertakes the procurement of coal /coke for the brick-kilns
industry.
In order to supplement the marketing of handicrafts,
the cottage and handicrafts emporia located at Jullundur,
Ludhiana, Amritsar, Chandigarh, Patiala, and New Delhi
were transferred to the Corporation. There has been a distinct improvement in the working of these emporia and the
overall sales at thes e rose to Rs. 18.61 lakhs during 1970-71
as against the sale of Rs. 4.17 lakhs in the year 1969-70.
Punjab is, thus, well set on the path of rapid industrialization. It is hoped that the implementation of the new projects will go a long way in strengthening the Agro-Industrial economy of the State and will create a larger numbe i
of new jobs in the industrial sectors. The State, which
hitherto has been priding itself on its performance in the
agricultural field, is determined equally to excel in the
industrial sector.
o
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POSITIVE STEPS FOR TACKLING HOUSING
PROBLEM
T is now a recognised fact that housing problem in our
- country has become greatly important and pressing in
view of the growing rural and urban population. The
problem has reached the stage of crisis, statistics available
show that in India for every one lac population there are
as many as 298 homeless persons. Besides being an important social welfare measure, housing is a part and
parcel of our national economic development. The State
Government has taken some positive steps for tackling this
problem but still we are far away from the promised goal
of a house for each family.
The Government set up an Housing and Urban Development Department in the year 1962-63 with the object
of providing planned houses to the people in healthy
surroundings and at the same time keeping the outskirts
of our cities and towns free from the menace of substandard and haphazard development. To achieve this
goal, the twin Acts of the Punjab Scheduled Roads and
Controlled Area (Restriction of Un-regulated Development)
Act, 1963 and Punjab Urban Estates (Development and
Regulation) Act, 1964 were brought on the Statute list.
Both the Acts are complementary to each other.
Under
the former, areas around cities and towns can be declared
as "controlled areas" so as to restrict and regulate planned
development. The latter Act provides for planned development of the areas brought under control. Urban
Estates, i.e., small residential housing colonies, with all the
modern amenities such as metalled roads, parks, open
spaces, water supply, sewerage and electricity are being
40

set up in the State at various places to provide plots to the
public on easy instalments for construction of houses. A
sum of Rs. 12.48 lacs was disbursed during 1971-72 to low
income group and middle income group persons. Before
Re-organisation, attention
was mainly focussed
on
Faridabad project alone. But after Re-organisation, a
beginning was made when it was decided to set up 3 focal
points at Dhandari Kalan, Mohali and Rajpura in collaboration with the State Industries Department. Soon, it was
decided to set up residential Urban Estates adjoining these
focal points to cater to the needs of industrialists and also
to develop these focal points into Industrial-cum-Residential Urban Complexes. It is gratifying to note that by
now the Government has allotted more than 6,000 residential plots at various places of the State whereas an
equal number is being processed for allotment shortly.
The Government has an overall perspective to deal with
20,000 people including defence personnel, widows of the
defence personnel,
disabled
soldiers, Harijans and
Scheduled-Castes, professionals, Government
employees
and general public. Very soon, the Housing Development
Board will start functioning and the problem of providing
houses to all sections of society would be taken up with
renewed and invigorated strength.
The Government had to undertake huge investment on
land acquisition and collection of revenue receipts out of
sale of plots depending on the demand from the public.
With the present tempo and the activities properly accelerated, there is a bright and bold future. By now

Urban Estates have been set up at Mohali; Dhandari Kalan
(near Ludhiana); Rajpura; Patiala; Batala; Jullundur; and
Bhatinda.
Housing

Programmes

In order to provide built up houses to the economically
weaker sections and low income group persons on a mass
scale, financial assistance has been sought from Housing
and Urban Development Corporation. This Corporation
has agreed to release a sum of Rs. one crore in the first
instance for Mohali project. More projects of this nature
are under active consideration.
In the Budget Estimates for 1972-73 a provision of
Rs. 25 lacs has been made for construction of houses to be
sold on hire-purchase basis, while substantial amount is
also proposed to be spent on the construction of Government buildings in the Urban Estate at Mohali, Chandigarh.
Crash Housing

Programme

This scheme was started as Rental Housing Scheme to
provide accommodation to Government employees posted
at District/Sub-Divisional Headquarters. Every year a
sum of Rs. 75 lacs is provided to undertake the construction
of new houses as well as to meet the expenses on continuing works launched under housing scheme. Under this
scheme, 287 houses of various types have so far been
constructed at various district headquarters.
Rural Housing Project

Scheme

Improvement of housing conditions in the rural areas
of the State has also received due attention.
Combined
efforts of Central and State Governments have made some
headway in this direction. Earlier, a sum of Rs. 5 lacs
used to be provided yearly for this scheme under Plan
Head. This amount has, however, been increased to
10 lacs in 1971-72 and fifty lacs in 1972-73. It has now
been decided to provide free developed plot to every landless worker in the rural area who does not own a house.

Financial assistance in the form of loan is provided at
the rate of 80 per cent of the cost of construction subject
to a maximum of Rs. 3,000 per house. The loans are
recoverable in 20 equated instalments. In addition subsidy
up to 25 per cent of the loan for pavement of streets,
construction of drains and provision of water is allowed.
Slum Clearance

Scheme

The slum areas are black spots on the fair name of
modern India. This scheme aims at liquidation of slum
areas in a phased manner. The areas selected for improvement under this scheme should have at least twothird of the families belonging to the poor or the low income
group with an income of less than Rs. 250 per mensem.
The financial assistance under this scheme is in the
form of loan and subsidy. The main features of the
scheme are the provision of drinking water, drainage,
community baths and widening and paving of existing
lanes/roads. Street lighting and landscaping of areas are
also arranged.
Government of India, Ministry of works and Housing,
initiated the Slum Improvement Scheme during 1971-72,
for developing the slum areas in the Country. Accordingly 61 schemes, prepared by various Municipal Committees
and Improvement Trusts in the State, had been sent to
the Government of India, during 1972. These would entail an expenditure of Rs. two crores. It is being ensured
that future development may not be inconsistant with the
city planning concept.
Controlled

Areas and Scheduled

Roads

In order to check un-planned and haphazard development around big cities and towns, "Controlled Areas" have
been declared under the Punjab Scheduled Roads and
Controlled Areas Restriction of un-regulated Development
Act, 1963. Important national highways have been declared as "Scheduled Roads" under the Act. No construction can be done in the Controlled Areas or on the sides of
41

Patiala Phase II, Patiala Phase III, Rajpura, Nabha, Adampur Sahib, Bhatinda, Jullundur Phase II.

Scheduled Roads up to prescribed limit without the
permission of the Director, under the Act. This is being
looked after by this Department. Every effort is being
made to enforce the Act. Large scale violations of the
Act both in the Controlled Areas and on the Scheduled
Roads are prevalent. Prosecutions have been
launched
in some cases so that it may have some deterrent effect on
others. So far controlled areas have been declared at
Amritsar, Jullundur Phase VII, Phagwara Phase I, Phagwara Phase II, Phagwara Phase IV, Adampur, Goraya
Phase I, Goraya Phase II, Ludhiana Phase I, Ludhiana
Phase II, Halwara, Ludhiana Phase III, Patiala Phase I,

Future

It is also proposed to extend the urbanisation programme to other places in the State. For the current
financial year, a sum of Rs. 1,33,83,150 has been provided
for land' acquisition and development under this programme.
Preliminary studies in respect of Pathankot, Mansa.
Patran, Gobindgarh, etc. etc. are also being made.

0 :

42

Programme

A WELL-KNIT tOAD SYSTEM

P

OST-independence era in Punjab has been a trial of
2ndurance and fortitude for the people who inhabit it.
Shorn of their belongings, torn of their dear and near ones,
a majority of them who moved from the West had to
stand the political changes in the State and yet find a living
for themselves. Meagre State resources had to be diverted
towards rehabilitation and building up other resources.
Road development could not find any place of priority.
Whatever little was available had to be diverted towards those areas of Punjab where need for road development was greater. Such areas now form Haryana and
Himachal Pradesh and, therefore, any picture of road
development activity in the newly formed Punjab is only
a partial image. The present State comprising of about
one million square miles had only seventeen hundred miles
of road, giving an intensity of six miles to every 100 square
miles. This was inadequate to equitably disperse large influx of population.
New areas had to be opened up, still not more than
a crore of rupees could be found for this activity annually.
The First, Second and Third Plans could not add more than
two thousand miles of road, raising the total mileage at the
end of the Third Plan to about four thousand miles, and
could only connect three thousand villages out of about
twelve thousand villages in the State.
•

The continued efforts of the State to develop water and
agricultural resources bore fruit by the end of the Third
Plan and a real green revolution resulted.

This immediately made heavy demands on the State
for roads to connect all villages and develop the untrodden
areas. It required a total of ten thousand miles of road to
connect each village and hamlet. It was a stupendous
task. It was a challenge to the organisation, administra-i
tively, financially and technically. An all-out attack had
on
to be made
all fronts.
Emphasis was on local resources of labour and material
to provids maximum direct return to the villages.
Response of the people in providing land and earth work, free
of cost, came in very handy. It set the pace of work and
led to a movement in self-help. Contribution and promises came in anticipation of State commitment to provide
their share of the cost. Healthy competition grew between villages, Marketing Committees, Zila Parishads and
Panchayats to seek priorities by contributions.
Radical changes in the traditional specifications of
road making materials had to be adopted. Local soil,
kankar, gravel etc. were exploited
and used on an
extensive scale. Limited resources of road rollers and
other equipment worked at an efficiency level un-known
in the past and above the norms prescribed. This was all
with a zeal to achieve the objective. The resurgent State
ventured on the Plan as a matter of necessity. By the
turn of the year, three-fourth of the villages will have
been connected by a properly metalled and black top road,
setting forth a new era of inter-communication amongst
the villages and carrying civilisation straight into the forlorn areas. More and more cycles and motor vehicles
have appeared. Farm houses, removed from the urban
centres are springing up and dotting the country-side with

•»
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R>
Roads are

playing an important role in
developing
economy and influencing
cultural life

electric lights and improved standards of life. This process in its train is promoting industry in consumer goods
in an ever-increasing cycle. Schools* and health centre
facilities are now available to a cluster of villages in place
of only a few when there was no inter-communication
Consumer goods prices in villages are levelling themselves
and order is reflecting itself in easier development of State machinery.
More and more of inter-communication between rural
44
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e social and economical
disparity. Such silent and yet important development still
un-measurable by any figurative y a r d s t i c k s ^ S £ s u b ec
of State-wade study which is on and perhaps a case may
be made out for arranging higher priority for rural S a d
development in the over-all planning for the country.
With the large scale programme for village roads the
improvement of State roads and district roads was not

lost sight of. Bridges were provided on almost all major
rivers including three-bridges costing more than one and
a half crores each on Satluj and Beas.
Widening and strengthening of narrow roads to double
lane in several hundred miles was completed. Bye-passes
around congested cities were provided together with im-

proving main roads passing through municipal areas.
The continued efforts over this quarter of century after
Independence has created a well-knit road system in the
State enabling it to grow more and more industrially,
agriculturally and economically for alround development
of the State and its people.
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Let us pledge ourselves to stand
firm against those who
our unity and our policies and not be diverted by pettiness
interest or falnt-heartedness
from the rigours of long
towards
prosperity.

threatev
or selfjourney

INDIRA GANDHI
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SOCIAL AND CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT

I

N any country social and cultural values change with
the times; they cannot be assessed in terms of progress. Though it will be an exaggeration to say that
there has been any social and cultural renaissance in the
State during the last two decades or so, the fact cannot be
ignored that there has been a marked change in the
emphasis on different values, a conscious effort to give
impetus to 'culture' and attempts at State level towards
levelling up or down of the different sections to achieve
its goal of a classless society. All these efforts in the new
directions have struck a corresponding note in the field of
literature and arts also.
The map of Punjab has changed; so has the life of its
people. A number of factors have contributed to this
change. Impact of the western ideas in the early decades
of the current century and new scientific inventions had
done a great deal to modify the age-old traditions and
customs which were prevalent in the late nineties and
were greatly coloured by the Muslim way of life. Women
had gradually started coming out of the purdah even in the
early twenties; Various reformist movemens had made a
beginning towards the eradication of the caste system and
untouchability, and the people's struggle for Independence
had revived the Punjabi's interest in his language and
literature.
But the process was completed with the Partition and
its great achievement—Independence.
For once the
Punjabi way of life was completely shattered and it seemed that old Punjabi traditions would die out. Deprived of
their hearths and homes, the Punjabis could not be
46

pected to attend to the niceties of culture or sing the
romantic tales of yore. East Punjab has always been
prosaic; virility and geniality, for which the Punjabis are
known outside the State, were mainly the share of the
people living across the Ravi. Thanks to the Government's sincere and persistent efforts, the Punjabi who had
become a frustrated creature, feels settled down and has
regained his former qualities in a more mellowed and
purer form.
Emancipation of women is the greatest feat of modern
times. It seems the Punjab has also been keen not to lag
behind in this race for progress. The Partition and the
suffering it brought in its wake disrupted the economic
life of the Punjabi woman who could no longer sit smugly
in her home and was obliged by the force of circumstances
to • becorrie an earning partner. Jobs for more women
implied more educational facilities for them.
The State Government has come up to the expectations
and taken adequate steps to provide all possible facilities
for the education of girls. Whereas formerly employment
of women was limited to the Education and Health jobs,
doors of all departments have now been opened to them,
and a number of important administrative jobs are held by
women.
This impetus in women's education and in women's
employment is no doubt due partly to all-India measures
for women's uplift. Women in India unlike their* compatriots in some other countries have always enjoyed the right
to vote. They have now been given the right to inherit
property. The ban on plural marriages has made their
social life more secure.
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Emancipated thus by State efforts and the natural
course of events, women are now taking an active share
in consolidating the freedom which has given them so
much. They have willingly taken upon themselves the
task of building a new Punjab and are voluntarily associated with development work. Social Welfare work, bo h
in the rural and urban areas, has become in fact the
exclusive domain of women. The State Government is,
however, always an active associate.

What the great reformers could not do in centuries,
Government has done by a stroke of the pen.

the

Social Welfare work at State level is the sign of the
new age. Only a free country could think of doing it.
There was a handful of voluntary organisations in the
field even before Independence, but in living
memory,
never before were efforts made at State level for the promotion of welfare of the child and the handicapped.
The Government today spends 33 per cent of its
annual budget on providing social services, so that the poor
and the illiterate may not lag behind. Today there are no
social out-casts in the Punjab, handicapped children are
looked after, creches have been started to help the
working mother and liberal aid is given to societies and
associations catering to women and child welfare.
There are no untouchables either. Untouchability was
declared an offence under the Untouchability Offence Act,
1955. Special safeguards for the scheduled castes have
been provided for in the field of education and employment. Education is free for them all over the Sta'e and
there is provision for the grant of special scholarships for
the deserving among them.
The Scheduled Castes also
enjoy age-limit concessions in the matter of recruitment to
services, 21 per cent of which are reserved for them.
With the levelling up of the status of the hitherto
down-trodden, Punjab today is gradually evolving a
socialistic pattern of society. Since the Government would
make no discrimination on account of caste or creed or
sex, the people are also getting used to the idea that all
human beings are equal. This in itself is the greatest
achievement of modern times worth recording in this Saga.
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Children

playing

in a Harijan
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The impact of town life on the villages is another
significant feature having a far reaching effect. There was
never so much intermingling of the urban and the rural
people as a'; present. Means of communication have improved and the major accent in all plan schemes being on
the development of villages, life in the country-side has
moved rapidly. The present Government is keen to improve their conditions and provide to the villagers all
1
amenities of modern life—electricity, trains, bus-route's ,
latest implements, schools, hospitals and colleges. No wonder the v ^ a e e r today has become a self-confident being—
who is, however, keen to get the best out of the
facilities provided by the State, full of pride for the national
Government which has ooened new avenues for him. The
unsophisticated simple villager of the legend does not

exist today. The distinction between the city
village is in fact fast disappearing and what has
been dubbed as rustic or rural and which the
would rather shed is being taken up with gusto by
dwell e r . ^ H ^ ^ H ^ ^ H ^ ^ H ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H

considerable training. To people
outside the State.
Bhangra and Gidha have become symbols of Punjabi
culture and they do represent the vigour and vitality that
is characteristic of the Punjabi.

and the
hitherto
villager
the city

Whereas in former times it was the prerogative and
obligation of rajas and sultans to act as patrons of art and
literature, the mantle has now fallen upon the State
Government to encourage the masses. The State Government s m w the dstmguished patrons of art and gives

Bhangra dance is truly symbolic of the exuberance and
vitality of the people of Punjab
A folk singer
*

That would explain the citizen's enthusiasm for
Bhangra and Gidha and other folk dance forms
Thev
are no longer folk dances in the true sense of the word.
Ihey have become complicated dance forms requiring

generous grants to academies established for the propagation of music, drama, art, and Hindi and Punjabi.
The
Government has set up a Cultural Department. Dramatic
performances are organised at the State level and poetic
symposia arranged. For the encouragement of languages,

prizes are awarded for the best publications in Punjabi
and Hindi etc. every year and outstanding litterateurs
in both the languages honoured. A Department of Languages has also been established to encourage the growth
of Hindi and Punjabi and Government employees are
helped to learn both the languages.
It is Punjabi, however, which has attained a regional
character after the attainment of freedom. Though it was
always the spoken language of the majority, it had not yet
attained its full status as a living language. Its pretwentieth century literature, though rich, had in the main
a touch of the scriptures or was considered to consist
mainly of folk romances. The short story, the novel and
the drama are only recent developments.
Punjabi is
making rapid progress in all fields. Poets like Mohan
Singh, Veer Singh, and Amrita Pritam; dramatists like
Harsaran Singh, Balwant Gargi and G. S. Khosla; novelists
like Nanak Singh, Surjeet Singh Sethi and Jaswant Singh
Kanwal, can compare successfully with writers in similar
field of any language in the world. Punjabi which was
mainly a spoken language has become a full-fledged
literary language and all communities have worked for its
growth and development. It is a language of the people
rooted in the soil, and getting nourishment from their
variegated customs. The educated Hindu or Muslim of
joint Punjab tried to shun the language in cultural
gatherings and professed a love for English or Urdu. That

snobbery is gone.
Not only literature but art and drama have also their
hey-day. Painstaking research in the ancient frescoes and
paintings has been conducted by Shri M. S. Randhawa.
Punjabi painters like Amrita Shergil and Thakur Singh
have become well-known names in the art world.
We
have musicians like Sohan Singh, Harish Chander Bali and
•Dalip Chander Vedi, and light music artists like
Surinder Kaur and Parkash Kaur.
Here a word must be said about the racjio. Broadcasting has done more than anything else to give a fillip
to the growth of literature, drama and music in the State.
It has made systematic and sustained efforts to secure
talent and to guide along the right lines the talent already
in the field. Similarly the doyens of Punjabi drama and
criticism have come from the field of the radio. Balwant
Gargi, Ishwar Chander Nanda, etc., all got encouragement
and opportunities for experimentation of technique in the
broadcasting studios. The social cohesion which is the
outstanding achievement of modern Punjab is also to some
extent due to listening facilities provided in cities and
villages alike. Villages in the remotest corner of the
State have thus been given opportunities to listen to music
in all its variety, appreciate the latest poetic efforts and
hear plays on themes modern and ancient. The radio has
also played a significant part in the revival of old folklore by broadcasting indigenous music, encouraging research and organising programmes on cultural festivals.
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ABIDING ATTRACTI
ITH the transfer of a large area to Himachal Pradesh
and Haryana as a result of the Reorganisation of the
State in November, 1966, Punjab has lost a number of
places of tourist interest. The new State of Punjab, however, with its rich historic, religious and social traditions
can still offer unique attractions to satisfy both the home
and foreign tourists.

W

FOR TOURISTS
This ancient land of Punjab dotted with religious and
historic places sanctified by the blood of martyrs is one
of the most exciting States in India. We can rightly call
it "the land of martyrs". The ancient scriptures ever
written by man, the hymns of the Vedas and the treatises
of the Upanishads were created by the genious of Aryans
in this part of the world. The holy Gurdwaras of t h e
Sikhs,—the celebrated Golden Temple at Amritsar,
Gurdwara Fatehgarh Sahib, Anandpur Sahib: the Muslim
Shrines of Sirhind; the Hindu places of worship—the
Durgiana Temple, Amritsar; Mandir Kali Devi at Patiala
and Jain Temple, Zira and the Jallianwala
Bagh,
Amritsar—a temple of India's freedom
fighters—all are
situated in the vast plans of this ancient land. The very
visit to these places fills one with a sense of veneration and
patriotism.
Ludhiana—the Manchester of India—famous for its
hosiery and cycle-parts industry and the Agricultural
University; J u l l u n d u r for its sports industry; Batala for
agricultural implements; Rajpura for cycle industry and
biscuit factory; Patiala—the princely capital known to be
a city of gardens and now a centre of learning with the
establishment of the Punjabi University and the National
Institute of Sports, attract a large number of visitors interested in business, sports and learning. A visit to these
towns will certainly pay rich dividends.

An enchanting view oj Golden Temple Amritscn

Nangal, with the world-famous Bhakra Dam located in
its vicinity and where one of the largest fertilizer factories
in Asia is situated, is another must in the itinerary of the
people coming from any corner of India and from abroad.
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warriors and great patriots.
The whole country is proud
of their sacrifices for the attainment of freedom. When
our neighbouring countries—China and Pakistan challenged
our hard-won freedom, the brave and courageous Punjabis
stood up as one to face the challenge. They have excelled
equally well in the fields of agriculture and industry.
Punjab now ranks among the most prosperous States of
the country. The folk dances and songs have crossed the
borders of Punjab and become popular all over India.
They are full of exuberance. Bhangra and Gidha are the
typical examples. There is a net-work of roads in Punjab.
The transport services in the State are reputed to be the
best and fastest in India. There are air-conditioned as well
as de-luxe buses linking places of interest. Whether one
likes to visit Amritsar—the city of Golden Temple, the
Baradari Gardens of Patiala, Anandpur Sahib—City of
eternal bliss, the mighty Bhakra Dam or the industrial
centres like Ludhiana, Rajpura, Batala, there are comfort-

Flame of liberty—Jallia rnoala Bagh,

Amritscu

The people of Punjab are hospitable and hardworking
and it is their hardwork which has enabled them to rehabilitate themselves after every attack by the invading
forces, the partition of their land in 1947 and more recently
alter the Pakistan's aggression in 1971. They are brave
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Amritsar
Amritsar which literally means "pool of nectar'' lies
sixteen miles east of the Indo-Pakistan border. It offers
an abiding attraction to the tourists from all over the
world—because of its famous Golden Temple. The City
sanctified by the blood of martyrs has m a n y historical
places. In Jallianwala Bagh, hundreds of patriots—men,
women and children, Hindus, Sikhs and Muslims were
mercilessly machine-gunned in 1919 by General Dyre. The
holy city is also famous for well laid-out gardens. An
ancient Gobind Garh Fort stands guard over the Western
fringe of the city. Nearby stands another holy shrine—
Durgiana Temple with all its sacred and placid majesty.
Anandpur

Sahib

The road from Chandigarh to Nangal passes through
the sacred land of Anandpur Sahib, every inch of which
has been sanctified by the blood of patriots and heroes who
defied the might of the Moghul arms for many years.
Several Sikh shrines commemorate the memory of those
martyrs. Gurdwara Keshgarh is one of the holiest shrines
at Anandpur Sahib. It is only 13 miles away from Nangal.
It was here that Guru Gobind Singh baptised the first
Sikhs and raised the militant fraternity of Singhs which he
named the "Khalsa" or the pure.
Nangal

Township

Situated at the foot of the Shivalik Hills, 65 miles from
Chandigarh and 220 miles from Delhi, the Nangal Township
offers its hospitality to the visitors to Nangal and Bhakra
Dam. It is a foremost tourist attraction of the State due
to the mighty multipurpose Bhakra-Nangal
Project.
Bhakra, where the Satluj waters are stored behind the
Dam in Gobind Sagar, is seven miles from here.
There is much to see at Bhakra and Nangal. The
various works connected with the project—the Nangal

Dam. Nangal Hydel Channel, Ganguwal and Kotla Powerhouses, etc., are symbolic of the resurgent India's will to
usher in plenty and prosperity. Another big attraction
at Nangal is the Fertilizer Factory. Overlooking the
Nangal lake is the small beautiful Gurdwara Bhambor
Sahib, famous for its association with the tenth Guru—
Shri Guru Gobind Singh. The place is ideal for having
a look at the Nangal landscape.
Suitable facilities have been provided for the board
and lodging of visitors and for showing them round the
various works. The Hospitality Department of the Punjab
Government has made catering arrangement at the Tourist
1
Bungalow on 'no profit no loss basis.
Patiala
Patiala, the capital of the erstwhile Patiala State and
subsequently the Patiala and East Punjab States Union,
known as a city of gardens and palaces, is a great centre
of learning. Its magnificant buildings including the
Olympic Stadium, Moti Bagh Palace now housing Institute
of Sports, Mahendra Maharani Club, the New Rajendra
Hospital and the historical places like Qila Mubarak.
Bahadurgarh Fort, Baradari Gardens, Kali Temple and
Gurdwara Dukh Niwaran present a queer amalgam of the
old and the new. Besides a medical college, an engineering
college, a commerce college, a sports institute and several
other educational institutions, it houses some of the best
libraries of the area including the Punjab Government
Archives. Above all, there is the Punjabi University
which is rapidly developing into an advanced centre of
studies in Punjabi language and literature.
Ludhiana
Ludhiana, the principal town and headquarters of t h e
district of the same name, has become a by-word in small
scale industry. It is the biggest centre of hosiery, both
cotton and woollen in the country. Apart from this, the
cycle parts, sewing machines and scooter industries are
also making rapid strides here. Besides the two medical
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colleges and an engineering college, the
tural University is also located here.

Punjab Agricul-

The Punjab Government is making serious efforts to
develop tourist facilities at the various places with a view
to ensuring that the available potential for the growth of
tourist industry is fully exploited. New spots for tourist
attraction are being developed and tourist facilities at the
existing places are being increased. Modern
facilities
have been provided at the existing tourist bungalows at
Pathankot and Nangal. Construction of a 100 bed hotel
at Amritsar is in progress. The Government has decided
to set up a tourist-hotel-cum-boat club at Ropar. It has
also been proposed to provide facilities to the motorists
plying in the State—both home and foreign. Snack-barcum-lounges are being put up at Kiratpur on RoparBilaspur highway; at Grand Trunk Road near Sirhind; at
Nilon bridge near crossing of Chandigarh-Ludhiana road
with Sirhind Canal. Besides, snack bar-cum-lounge facilities would also be provided at some selected P.W.D. Rest
Houses in the State. A tourist bungalow at Shahpur
Kandi near Pathankot on the banks of river Ravi is already
complete. It provides all the modern facilities including
air-conditioning, catering, etc., at reasonable rates. Efforts
are being made to improve the functioning of the various
Tourist Information Centres in the State.

Tourist

Bungalow,

Shahpur Kandi on the banks
Ravi near
Pathankot

of

river
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Foundation stone oj a Women's Welfare Centre being laid by Prime Minister, Smt. Indira Gandhi.

