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ELECTION RULES OF THE PRABANDHAK COMMITTEE
SRI TAKHAT HARIMANDIRJI, PATNA SAHIB
PATNA CITY
In exercise of the powers conferred by article No. 14 (d) of the
Constitution & Bylaws, the Prabandhak Committee, Sri Takhat Harimandirji, have prepared and passed the following rules of elections in its
meeting dated the 28th August, i960. The rules already given in the
constitution have also been included in it. These rules are with respect to
the election of five members of the Prabandhak Committee that is one by
the Singh Sabhas & Sikh Societies of North Bihar, one by the Sikh Sabhas
and Sikh Societies of South Bihar and three members by the local Sikhs
of Patna District, as mentioned in clauses (d), (e) and (j) of article no.
9. (i) of the constitution respectively.
1, SHORT TITLE : These rules may be called the Election Rules of the
Prabandhak Committee Sri Takhat Harimandirji,
Patna Sahib.
2. DEFINITIONS : In these rules, unless there be any change the
context.
(a) "Agent" means any person appointed in writing by a candidate
at an election to be agent for the purposes of these rules, with the acceptance in writing by such person of the office of such agent, whether as
election agent, polling or counting agent.
(b) "Constituency" means a constituency for the election of a member or members of the Prabandhak Committee.
(c) "election" means an election to fill a seat or seats in the
Prabandhak Committee & "elector" in relation to a constituency, means
a person or society whose name is for the time being entered in the
electoral roll of that constituency;
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(d) "form' means a form appended to these rules and includes a
translation thereof in any other language:
(e) "role" means the electoral roll of constituency;
(f) "Committee" means of Prabandhak Committee of Sri Takhat
Harimandirji, Patna Sahib.
(g) "Sikh" means a person who professes the Sikh religion and
believes in and declares :—
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"I solemnly affirm that I am a sikh that I believe in the Sri Guru
Granth Sahib, that I believe in the Ten Gurus and that I have no other
religion."
(h) "Resident" in any place means any person having a fixed place
above or owning immovable property (either) in his own name or in the
name of his family members or cultivating lard or practising a profession or doing service, or carrying on business or personally working
for gain, in that place.
3. The District of Patna is divided into 3 constituencies each constituency having one seat. Constituency Nos. 1, 2 & 3 shall include areas
named below :
Coustituency No. 1

Patna City—East of Guru Gobind Singh Path upto
Eastern limits of Municipal Corporation.
Coustituency No. 2 ! West of Sri Guru Gobind Singh Path upto the
East of Gardiner Road including Boring Road
Colony.
Constituency No. 3 ; Danapur, Khagaul. Chitkohra, New Capital Area
and other rest of Patna District.

4. Registration of Voters : Any Sikh, who wishes to have his name
registered as voter in the Electoral Roll, of his constituency may apply in
proper form with declaration for such registration provided.
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

If he/she is not below 21 years of age ;
If he/she is not of unsound mind ;
If he/she is not undischarged insolvent;
If be/she is an Amritdhari;
If he/she is not unpaid servant or Contractor of any Gurudwara
controlled by this Committee ;

(6) If he/she is not a tenant of any Gurdwara controlled by this Committee in whose name there is an arrear of rent for more than
3 months ;
(7) If he/she does not take alcoholic drinks ;
(8) If/he she is not indebted to any Gurdwara under the control of
this Committee ;
(9) If he/she can read or write Gurmukhi ;
(10) If he/she is a resident in that constituency and
If he/she has paid subscription of Rs. 1/- theree months before
actual date of election, to the Committee.
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Such person is entitled to have his name registered in the electoral
of his constituency. If he is a resident in more than one constituencies, he
is not entitled to get his name registered as a voter in more than one
constituency, and his name shall, subject to provision of these rules,
remain registered as a voter in the Constituency in which he elects first to
have his name registered and shall not be registered in any other Constituency so long as he remains a resident in the Constituency in which he
elects first to have his name registered.
(b) Any bonafide Singh Sabha or Sikh Society of North Bihar and
South Bihar which owns its Gurdwara and is affiliated to Sri Takhat
Harimandirji, Patna Sahib by paying Rs. 25/. per 100 members or
part of 100 members in their general roll of members to the Committee,
three months before the election, shall be entitled to have its name registered on the Electoral Roll of constituency constituted for the election of
the members of the Committee. Such Singh Sabha or Sikh Society may
apply in prescribed form no. I (A) for the registration of its name in its
own constituency.
(c) If any person appointed by the Prabandhak Committee for the
registration of names in the Electoral Rolls in the Constituencies refuses
or neglects to enter the names of persons or Societies who apply such persons or Societies, may at any time during the preparations of the elctoral
rolls, refer the matter to the Prabandhak Committee and the said Committee shall look into the matter, direct the persons in-charge of the registration to register the names, if the Committee finds such persons or
Societies entitled for registration.
(d) Every person or society registered on the Electoral Rolls for the
time being inforce shall be entitled to vote, propose or second at an
election of a member or members for that Constituency. Such persons
would also be entitled to stand as a candidate for the same but the society
can nominate the candidate among their members to stand in the
election but it can not stand itself as a candidate for same.
(e) The electoral Roll for each constituency shall be prepared
separately and maintained by the Committee and the said rolls shall be
kept ready three months before the election. The same may by available
for sale at the price fixed by the Committee.
5. Returning Officer: The returning Officer of constituency shall be
appointed by the Prabandhak Committee.
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.6. Correction of Clerical Errors in Rolls : Any person or society whose
name is on the roll of a constituency may apply in writing to the
Prabandhak Committee for the correction of any error in the entry in
the roll relating to his or its name which is a clerical error or a mistake
in the entry of any particular which does not effect bis or its rights to be
entered in the roll and the Prabandhak Committee may at any time make
or cause to be made such correction in the roll as it may deem necessary
in respect of such entry.
7. Date for various stages of Election : (1) The Prabandhak Committee
;
shall subject to the constitution and Bylaws of Sri Takhat Harimandirj ,
Patna Sahib shall by resolution in the meeting fix the date or the date on,
by or within which :
( i
( ii
(iii
( iv

)
)
)
)

( v )
( vi )
(vii )
(viii)
( ix )

the nomination paper shall be presented;
the list of nomination papers shall be posted;
the nomination papers shall be scrutinised;
application for the revision of the orders of the authority
scrutinising the nomination papers may be made to the
Prabandhak Committee.
the revision application shall be decided;
a candidate may withdraw his candidature;
the list of valid nomination papers shall be posted;
the list of polling station shall be posted;
the result of election shall be declared.

Provided that the last date for the receipt of the nomination of candidates for election shall be fixed one month before the date of election
notified by the committee and the date for the scrutiny of nominations
shall be fixed not more than seven days from the last date for the
nomination of candidates.
Provided that unless the Prabandhak Committee otherwise directs,
such order shall be deemed to invalidate any proceeding taken before the
date of the order.
8. Nomination of the Candidates: (1) Any person registered on the
Electoral Roll for the time being inforce and any person nominated
by the Singh Sabha or the society registered on the Electoral Roll
not ineligible for membership of the Prabandhak Committee under
the provision of Article no. 10(a) of the Constitution & Bylaws,
may be nominated as a candidate for election in his own
constituency.
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Provided that:
(a) On or before the date fixed for the nomination of candidates
under the provisions of rule 7, between the hours of 11 O'clock in the
forenoon and 3 O'Clocfc in the after-noon, he shall deliver either in
person or by his proposer or by an agent appointed^by authority in
writing. Signed by the candidate and verified by an Gazetted Officer or
Oath Commissioner to the Committee and the Returning Offcer
appointed by the Committee a nomination paper completed in form II
subscribed by the candidate himself as assenting to the nomination any
proposed and seconded.
(2) On the presentation of nomination papers, the returning Officer
shall satisfy himself that the names and electoral roll numbers of the
candidate and bis proposer and seconder as entered in the nomination
paper are the same as those entered in the electoral rolls.
Provided that the Returning Officer may :—
(a) Permit any clerical error in the nomintion paper in regard to the
said names or number to be corrected in order to bring them in
conformity with the corresponding entries in the electoral rolls, and
(b) Where necessary direct any clerical or printing error in the said
entries shall be overlooked.
9. Security Deposits : (i) Each candidate shall deposit or cause to
be deposited with the Prabandhafc Committee a sum of Rs. 51 /-only
before filing the nomination paper and no candidate shall be deemed to
be duly nominated unless such deposit has been made.
(ii) The Security amount shall be returned to those candidate who
may be able to secure at least 10% of the total votes polled in the respective constituencies and security amount of others shall be forfeited by
the Committee. That if a candidate withdraws his candidature in the
manner within the item specified in Rule 13 or if his nomination is
rejected or if he dies before commencement of the polls the whole deposit
shall be returned to the candidate or the person by whom it was made.
10. List of Nomination to be Posted : The Returning Officer shall
on the date specified under rule 7 on this behalf, post at his office a list of
all the candidates, whose nomination papers have been duly presented in
accordance with the provisions of rule 8 together with description similar
to those contained in the nomination papers of the candidates and of the
persons or societies who have subscribed the nomination papers as
proposers and seconders.
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11. Candidates, etc., to be allowed to Examine Nomination Papers ;
On the date fixed for the scrutiny of nomination unde the provisions
of ruin 7, the candidates, one proposer of each candidate and one agent
of such candidate but no other person, may attend at such time and
place as the returning Officer may appoint, and the returning officer shall
give them all reasonable facilities for examining the nomination papers of
all candidates whose names are included in the list of candidate posted
under the provisions of rule 10. In the case where the proposer would be
society or Singh Sabha the man authorised by them for this purpose will
attend.
12. Scrutiny of Nominations & Decision of Objection : (1) On the
date fixed of the scrutiny of nominations under the provisions of rule
7, after facilities have been given for the examination papers under the
provisions of rule 11, and if necessary on the next following day, the
returning officer shall examine the nomination papers of all candidates
whose names are included in the list of candidates posted under the provisions of rule, 10, and shall decide all objections made to any nomination, and may, either on such objection or of his own motion, after
such summary enquiry, if any as he may deem necessary, reject any
nomination on any following grounds :—
(a) That the candidate is ineligible for election under the provisions of
10 (a) byelaws and constitutions of the Committee;
(c) that there has been any failure to comply with any of the provisions of rule 8 or 9;
(d) that candidate or his proposer or seconder is not identical with
the person, or society whose number on the roll given in the nomination
paper as the number of such candidate or proposer, as the case
may be;
(e) that the signature of the candidate of his proposer or seconder
is not genuine or has been obtained by force or fraud.
(2) If any question arises whether a candidate is or not able to read
and write Gurmukhi, the candidate shall be deemed to fulfil that
qualification if he produced a certificate from the Headmaster of a
Government or a recognised Khalsa School of not below the middle
standard, to the effect that the candidate can recite Shri Guru Granth
Sahib in Gurmukhi and can also write Gurmukhi.
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(3) The Returning Officer or other officer appointed under the
provision of sub-rule (1) for the scrutiny of nomination paper shall
endorse on each nomination paper, its decision accepting or rejecting it,
and if he rejects it, shall record in writing a brief statement of his reasons
for so rejecting it.
(4) Any person aggrieved by any order passed by an authority under
sub rule (I) or sub-rule (3), may, within the dale specified under rule 7 in
this behalf, present in person or by counsel or by an agent appointed by
authority in writing signed by him and verified by a magistrate, or an
Oath Commissioner to the Prabandhak Committee, an application for
revision of such order.
(5) When any application for revision of an order has been
received under sub-rule (4) the Prabandhak Committee may, after hearing
the applicant or his counsel, confirm such order or, after serving the
candidate for election from the constituency with a notice, either personally or by registered post or by affixing its copy to those person's residence or at the addresses given in their nomination papers, intimating the
date en which the application will be heard, and after hearing the applicant and such other candidates, as may appear on the date so intimated,
may confirm such order or set it aside and pass such other order as he
may deem fit. The order so passed under this sub-rule shall be final.
13. Withdrawal of Candidature : (1) Any candidate may withdraw his
candidature by notice in writing subscribed by him and delivered by
him in person or by his proposer or agent to the returning officer
before 3 O'clock in the after-noon on the date specified under rule 7
in this behalf and no person who has thus withdrawn his candidature
shall be allowed to cancel his withdrawal or to be renominated as a
candidate for the same election.
(2) The returning officer may allow withdrawal of candidature not
less than ten days previous to the date of the commencement of
the poll.
14. List of valid Nominations to be posted: (1) On completion of the
scrutiny of nominations and after the expiry of the period within
which candidatures may be withdrawn under the provisions of subrule (1) of rule 13, the returning officer shall forthwith prepare a list
of valid nominations and cause it to be posted up in some conspicious place in his office and at such other places in the constituency as
he may deem fit. The list of valid nominations relating to the constituencies.
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(2) The list to be posted under sub-rule (I) shall contain the name
in alphabetical order in Gurmukhi and addresses of the validly nominated candidates as given in the nominated papers.
(3) If there are two candidates whose names are the same, they
shall be distinguished by the addition of their occupation or in such other
manner as the returning officer may think fit.
15. Death of a Candidate Before Poll: If a candidate dies before
the poll and after the date fixed for nomination of candidates and his
nomination is or has been accepted as valid at the time of scrutiny of
nomination papers, all proceedings with reference to the election of a
member in the constituency or constituencies in which he was candidate
shall be commenced a new in all respects as if for a fresh election.
Provided that no fresh nomination shall be necessary in the case of
a candidate whose name is entered on a list of valid nomination posted
under the provisions of rule 14.
16. Procedure in Uncontested Election ; (1) The returning officer
shall, subject to the provision of rule 15. deem and declare the validly
nominated candidates elected if :—
(a) There is only one validly nominated candidate;
(b) The returning officer shall forward the names of the election candidates to the Prabandhak Committee.
17. Procedure in Contested Election : If the number of candidates
validly nominated in any constituency is more than one, a poll shall be
taken on the date or dates specified under rule 7 in this behalf for the
election. The voting for the election shall be by Ballot system.
18. List of Polling Station to be Published and Polling Officers to
be appointed : (1) The returning officer shall select such number of
polling stations as he may deem necessary and shall not less than seven
days before the first date of the dates fixed for the election, publish in the
way of posters a list showing the polling stations so selected, the polling
area for which each such station shall remain open for the recording of
votes, and no person shall be permitted to record his vote except at the
polling station of the area to which according to the roll he belongs and
during the hours specified in the list.
(2) The returning officer shall appoint a presiding officer for each
polling station and such other persons (hereinafter referred to as polling
officers) to assist the presiding officer as he may deem necessary but he
shall not appoint any person who has been otherwise working for, a
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candidate in or about the election. If the presiding officer, owing to illness
or other unavoidable cause, absents himself from the polling station, his
functions shall be performed by such polling officer as has been previously authorised by the returning officer to perform such functions during
any such absence and if a polling officer is absent from the polling
station, the presiding officer may, subject to the restriction imposed above
appoint any person who is present at the polling station to be the polling
officer and inform the returning officer accordingly.
The returning officer may at any time if be thinks fit, appoint any
other person to act in place of any person previously appointed.
(3) The presiding officer shall in addition to performing any other
duties imposed upon by these rules, be in general incharge of all arrangements at the polling station and may issue orders as to the manner in
which person shall be admitted to the polling station and generally for
the preservation of peace and order at or in the vicinity of the polling
station.
19. Ballot Box : (1) Every ballot box shall be of such design as may be
approved by the Prabandhak Committee and it shall be so constructed that ballot papers cannot be inserted thereinto during the polling
but cannot be withdrawn therefrom without the box being unlocked
and the seals broken.
(2) One ballot box shall at a time, be used in a polling station and
the same shall be placed for the receipt of the ballot papers in the
view of the presiding officer, candidates and their agents.
20. Notices to be Exhibited • Outside each polling station and each
polling compartment there shall be displayed prominently :
( i ) a notice specifying the polling area of the electors of which are
entitled to vote at the polling station ;
( i i ) a list of the validly nominated candidates and
(iii) instruction* for marking the votes on the ballot papers.
21. Procedure before commencement of poll : (I) The presiding
officer shall, immediately before the commencement of the poll allow
inspection of each Ballot Box to be used at the poll to the candidates,
their election agents and their polling agents who m^y be present at the
polling station and domonstrate to them that it is empty.
(2) Where it is necessary to use a paper seal for securing the ballot
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box, the presiding officer shall thereafter fix in the spacement therefor in
each box, a paper seal provided for the purpose.
3. He shall also affix on such paper seal of his own signature and
signatures or seal of the candidates or of their election or polling agents
as may be present and who desire to affix such signatures or seals and
shall then secure and seal box in their presence in such a manner
that the slit in the box for the insertion of the ballot papers remains
open.
22. Admission to Polling Station : The presiding officer shall
regulate the member of electors to be admitted at any one time inside
the place fixed for the poll and shall exclude therefrom all other persons
except;
(a) The polling officers;
(b) every candidate, his election agent and one polling agent for
each candidate;
(c) persons authorised by the Prabandhafc
returning officer;

Committee and the

(d) public servant on duty;
(e) such other persons as the presiding officer may from ttme to
time admit for the purpose of assisting him in taking to poll.
23 Ballot Paper : (1) The ballot paper shall be of the design and
printed in the manner as the Prabandhak Committee may direct,
(2) The ballot paper shall contain a serial number, the name of the
validly nominated candidates in the order in which they appear in the
list thereof.
24. Voting to be in Person not by Proxy : (1) The Voting shall be by
ballot and every elector wishing to record his vote shall do so in person
and not by proxy.
(2) Voting in the case of society : In the cases of Singh Sabha or
Society its President or Secretary shall record the vote on behalf of the
Society or Singh Sabha, appearing at the poll with authority duly
accepted by the Prabandhak Committee.
25. Questions to be put to Electors : At any time before a ballot
paper is delivered to an elector, the presiding officer or a polling officer
may of his own accord, if he has reason to doubt the identity of the

/
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elector of his right to vote at the polling station, and shall if so required
by a candidate or his agent, put to the elector the following questions :
(a) Are you the person enrolled as follows :
(Reading the whole entry relating to the elector from the roll)
(b) Have you already voted at the present election ?
(c) Such other question as he may deem fit or necessary; and the
elector shall not be supplied with a ballot unless he answers
the first question in the affirmative and the second question in
the negative or if he refuses to answer any other question put to
him in pursuance to this rule.
26. Special procedure for Preventing personation of electors :
(1) Subject to the other provisions of this rule, every elector who applies
for a ballot paper or ballot papers for the purpose of voting at a polling
station shall, before receiving such ballot paper or papers, allow.
(a) The inspection of his left forefinger to the presiding officer or
any polling officer, and
(b) an indelible ink mark to be put on his left forefinger.
(2) If any such elector;
(a) refuses to allow such inspection of his left forefinger;
(b) persists in doing any act with a view or romove such mark after
it has been put, he shall not be entitled to be supplied with any
ballot paper or to record his vote at the election.
(3) No person who already has a mark on his left forefinger at the
time he enters the polling station shall be supplied any ballot paper, and
if any such person applies for a ballot paper or ballot papers, he shall be
liable to be arrested and prosecuted for personation.
(4) Any reference in this rule or in rule 27 to the left forefinger of
an elector shall, in the case where the elector has his left forefinger
missing, be construed as a reference to any other fiagers of his left hand,
and shall, in the case where all the fingers of his left hand are m»ssing, be
construed as a reference to the forefinger or any other finger of his right
hand, and shall, in the case where all his fingers of both the hands are
missing, be construed as a reference to such extremity of his left or right
arm as he possesses.
27. Procedure before recording of votes : (1) The elector on entering the polling station shall first allow his left forefinger to be inspected
by a polling officer for the purpose of ascertaining if he already has
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any mark of indelible ink on that finger. If there is no such mark, the
polling officer in-charge of the electoral roll shall ascertain the electors'
name and address and such other particulars as entered in the roll and
after having name and description of the elector according to the entry in
the roll.
2. On the elector's name being called out, the elector shall approach the polling officer incbarge of the ballot papers who shall then cause
tfce left forefinger of the elector to be marked with indelible ink and shall
thereafter deliver a ballot paper.
3. In deciding the right of a person to obtain a ballot paper under
this rule, the presiding officer at any polling station may interpret an
entry in the electoral roll-so to overlook merely clerical or printing
error if he is satisfied that such person is identical with the elector to
whom such entry relates.
28. Indentification of Electors j The Presiding Officer may employ
at the polling station such persons as he thinks fit to assist him or any
polling officer in indentifying the electors.
29. Manner of Recording Votes • (1) The elector on receiving a
ballot paper shall forthwith proceed to one of the polling compartments
and there make a mark on the ballot paper against the name of the
candidate for whom he intends to vote.
2. The elector shall then, before quitting the polling compartment,
fold his ballot paper so as to conceal his vote, and after showing to the
presiding officer the distinguishing mark, if any, on the ballot paper, put
the ballot paper so folded into the ballot box in the presence of the presiding officer.
3. The presiding officer shall, when he is so requested by an elector,
explain to him instructions for the recording of votes.
4. Every elector shall vote without undue delay ana shall quit the
polling station as soon as he has put his ballot paper in the ballot box.
No elector shall remain in a polling compartment longer than is reasonably necessary for marking his vote.
5. No elector shall be allowed to enter a polling compartment
when another elector is inside.
30. Recording of Votes of infirm Electors : (1) If owing to blindness
or other physical infirmity, an elector is unable to read the ballot
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paper or make a mark thereon, the presiding officer shall record the vote
on the ballot paper in accordance with the wishes of the elector and fold
in up so as to conceal the vote.
2. The elector shall then himself or with the assistance of the
presiding officer insert the ballot paper into the ballot box.
3. While acting under this rule the presiding officer shall observe as
much secrecy as is feasible and shall keep a brief record of each such
instance but shall not indicate therein the manner in which any vote has
been given.
31. Challenged Votes : (1) If any candidate or his agent declares
and undertakes in writing to prove that any person by applying for a
ballot paper has comitted the offence of personation, the presiding officer
may require such person to state his name and address and shall then
enter such name and address in the list of challenged votes in form III
and shall require to affix his thumb-impression there to and the presiding
officer shall sign his name across such impression and may further require
such person to produce evidence of identification :
Providied that no action shall be xaken by the presiding officer
under this sub-rule unless a sum of two rupees has been deposited in cash
with the presiding officer by the candidate or his agent for each challenge he makes.
2. If the person so challenged refuses to comply with such requisition, he shall not be permitted to vote. But if such person does so comply
and on being questioned in the manner provided in rule 25 answers the
first question in the affirmative and the second question in the negative
and replies satisfactorily to any other question put to him in pursuance
of that rule, and if having been required to produce evidence of identification he produces evidence, which the presiding officer considers satisfactory, he shall be allowed to vote after he has been informed of the
penalty for personation.
i

3. If the presiding officer after such inquiry on the spot as he thinks
necessary is of opinion that the challenge made in good faith, he shall
direct the deposit made under sub-rule (1) to be forfeited to Prabandhak
Committee and his order in this respect shall be final.
4# If the deposit made under sub-rule (1) is not forfeited under
sub-rule (3), it shall be returned forthwith to the person by whom it was
made.
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5. The presiding officer shall in every case, whether or not the
person challenged is allowed to vote, make a note of the circumstances in
the list of challenged votes.
32. Closing of Polling Station : The presiding officer shall close the
polling station each day at the hour appointed under the provisions of a
sub-rule (1) of rule 18 and no ballot paper shall be issued to any elector
after such hour, but all electors present at the place fixed for the poll
before it is so closed, shall be entitled to have their votes recorded :
Provided that if for any reason it was not possible to open the
polling station at the hour appointed under the provisions of sub-sule (1)
of rule 18. or if by reason of disorder at the polling station, or for any
other reason the polling was stopped for a certain time, the presiding
officer shall keep the polling station open for a further period equal to
the period that elapsed between the hour appointed for the opening of
the polling station and the hour at which it was actually opened or the
time during which polling was stopped, as the case may be.
33. Procedure at Close of Poll: (1) The presiding officer of each
polling station shall, as soon as practicable after the close of the poll, in
the presence of the candidates of their agents who may be present prepare
an account of ballot-papers in form IV.
2. He shall also make up into separate packets :—
*

( i ) the unused ballot papers;
(ii) the marked copy of the electoral roll;
(iii) the tendered votes list;
(iv) the list of challenged votes;
(v) any other paper directed by the returning officer to be kept in a
sealed packet; and shall seal each packet with his own seal and
the seals of such candidates or election or polling agents.
(3) He shall forward the account of ballot-papers referred to in subrule (1) and the packets referred in sub-rule (2) to the returning officer
along with the packets referred to in rule 37,
34. Fresh Poll in case of Destruction of Ballot Boxes : (1) If at
election any ballot Box or boxes is or are unlawfully taken out of the
custody of the presiding officer or are in any way tampered with or is or
are either accidently or intentionally'destroyed or lost, the:election to
which such ballot-box or boxes relate shall be liable to be declared as
void, but only in respect of the polling at the polling station or station
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provided for the poll, as the case may be, at which such ballot-box or
boxes was or were used and no further.
35. Adjournment of Poll in Emergencies ; (1) If at an election the
proceedings at any polling station provided under rule 18 are interrupted
or obstructed by any riot or open violence, or if at an election it is not
possible to take the poll at any polling station on account of any natural
calamity, or any other sufficient cause, the presiding officer shall announce
an adjournment of the poll to a date to be specified later, and shall forthwith inform the returning officer,
(2) Whenever a poll is adjourned under subrrule (I) the returning
officer shall immediately report the circumstances to the Prabandhak
Committee, and shall, as soon as may be, with the approval of the Prabandhak Committee, appoint the day on which the poll shall recommence
and fix the hours during which the poll will be taken and the votes cast
at that polling station shall not be counted until such adjourned poll
shall have been completed.
Provided that no adjourned poll shall be taken if the difference between the votes secured by the two candidates who have obtained the
largest number of votes is more than the total number of voters entitled
to vote at such a polling station,
36. Counting of Votes to be done by the Presiding Officer at the
Polling Station ;—Immediately after the formalities referred to in sub-rules
(1) and (2) of rule 33 are completed the presiding officer shall proceed
with the counting of votes as follows :—
(a) He shall allow the candidates and their agents, who may be
present, to inspect all seals on the ballot-box or ballot-boxes used
at the polling station and satisfy them that they are in order.
(b) He shall satisfy himself that none of the ballot-boxes has bsen
tampered with.
(c) If the presiding officer is satisfied that any ballot-box has been
tampered with, he shall not count the ballot papers contained
in any ballot-box used at the polling station and shall follow the
procedure laid down in rule 34.
(d) If the presiding officer is satisfied that all the ballot-boxes used
at the polling station are intact and have not been tampered
with, he shall open them and take out the ballot-papers contained
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therein and allow the candidates and their agents, who may be
present to inspect the boxes and satisfy them that they are empty,
37. Scrutiny and Rejection of Ballot-Papers : (l) The ballot-papers
so taken out shall be arranged in convenient bundles and scrutinised. In
case where in an election two kinds of Ballot-papers laid down in the
following sub-rules followed in each case.
(2) The presiding ollicer shall reject a ballot-paper :
(a) if it bears any mark or writing by which the elector can be
identified or
(b) if it is a spurious ballot-paper or
(c) if it has been so damaged or mutilated that its identity as a
genuine ballot paper cannot be established;
(d) if it bears a serial number, or is of a design, different from
the serial numbers or the design, as the case may be, of
the ballot papers authorised for use at the particular polling
station; or
(e) if votes are given on it in favour or more than one candi.
date; or
(f) if no vote is recorded thereon; or
(g) if the mark indicating the vote is placed on the ballot paper
in such a manner as to make it doubtful to which candidate
the vote has been given.
(3) Before rejecting any ballot paper under sub-rule (2) the presiding officer shall allow each candidate, his election Agent and one of the
other agents, who may be present, reasonable opportunity to inspect the
ballot paper, but shall not allow them to handle it or any other ballot
paper,
(4) The Presiding Offcer shall endorse ths letter <R' on every ballot
paper which he rejects and shall keep a brief record in form of every case
of rejection.
(5) All ballot-papers used at the polling station which are rejected
under this rule shall be kept in a separate packet.
38. Counting of valid votes : (1) Every ballot-paper which is not
rejected under rule 37 shall be deemed to be valid and the votes recorded
thereon shall be counted.
(2) The presiding officer shall prepare a result sheet in form V in
respect of all ballot papers taken out of the ballot boxes.
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(3) After the counting of votes recorded on the ballot papers contained in the ballot-boxes used at the polling Station has been completed
and the entry in respect thereof made in form V, the presiding officer
shall announce the particulars in such entry.
(4) After such announcement has been made, a candidate, or in his
absence, his election or counting agent may apply in writing to the presiding officer for a recount of all or any of the ballot-papers already
counted stating the grounds on which he demands such recount.
(5) On such an application being made, the presiding officer shall
decide the matter and may allow the application in whole or in part or
may reject it in toto if it appears to him to be frivolous or unreasonable.
(6) Every decision of the presiding officer under sub-rule (5) shall
be in writing and contain the reasons thereof.
(7) If the presiding officer decides under sub-rule (5) to allow an
application either in whole or in part, he shall :
(a) count the ballot-papers again in accordance with his decision.
(b) amend the result sheet to the extent necessary after such recount;
and
v
(c) announce the amendments so made by him.
(8) After the particulars of entry have been announced under subrule (3) or, in case of recount, under sub-rule (5) the presiding officer
shall sign the result sheet and no application for a recount shall be entertained thereafter.
(9) After the result sbeet has been signed by the presiding officer,
the ballot-papers shall be kept in a separate packet which shall be sealed
and on which shall be recorded the following particulars, namely :—
(a) the name of the constituency;
(b) the particulars of the polling station where the ballot boxes
was/were used;
(c) the names of the candidates and
(d) the date of the poll.
1. Each packet of rejected ballot-papers referred to in sub-rule (5)
of rule 37 shall be sealed aad the particulars specified in sub-rule (9)
shall be recorded thereon.
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39. Declaration of elected candidates and procedure in case of inequality of Votes : (1) The presiding officer shall forward the packets
containing the valid and rejected ballot-papers and the account of votes
cast in favour of each candidate in form V, referred to in rule 38 to the
returning officer immediately.
2. On the date fixed for the declaration of result, the returning officer
shall open the covers containing the ballot papers returned to him under
rule, take out the ballot-papers from each such cover and shall scrutinize
the same in the manner laid down in rule 37. The ballot-papers rejected
by the returning officer shall be kept by him in a separate packet.
3. The returning officer shall then count the votes recorded on the
ballot-paper not rejected by him under sub-rule (2) and shall prepare a
result sheet in form V.
4. After the counting of votes recorded on the ballot-papers have
been completed and the entry in respect thereof made in form V, the
returning officer shall announce the particulars in such entry.
5. After all the valid votes recorded on the ballot-papers have been
counted, they shall be kept in a separate packet which shall be sealed and
on which shall be recorded the following particulars, namely ;—
(a) the name of the constituency;
(b) the names of the candidates; and
(c) the date of counting.
6. The packet of rejected ballot-papers referred to in sub-rule (2)
shall be sealed and the particulars specified in sub-rule (5) shall be recorded thereon.
7. The returning officer shall consolidate the result in form 5 from
the result sheets received by him from all the presiding officers in the
constituency and the result sheet prepared by him under sub-rule (3) and
shall declare it in the following manner.
(a) The candidate who is found to have obtained the Urgest number
of valid votes shall be declared to have been elected.
(b) If, after the counting of votes tie is found to exist between any
candidate, and the addition of one vote will entitle any of those
candidates to be declared elected, that shall forthwith be decided
between those candidates by lot, and the candidate on whom the
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lot falls shall be considered to have received an additional vote
and shall be declared to be duly elected.
(40) Return of Result of Election and Publication of Names of Elected
Persons in Gazette : When the counting of the votes has been concluded
and the result has been declared, the returning officer shall prepare and
forward to the PRABANDHAK COMMITTEE a return showing the
names of the candidates, the number of valid votes recorded for each and
the name and address of the elected candidate and shall post a copy of
the return in the premises of Harimandir Sahib.
(41) Procedure for Filling Vacancies : When a vacancy occurs among
the elected members of the Prabandhak Committee by the death, resignation or removal of any member and a new member bas to be elected
in his place, such election shall be conducted in the manner prescribed
in these rules for a general election and the programme of the election
shall be framed as soon as may be convenient after the occurance of the
vacancy and the electoral roll in force under the provisions of rule, shall
be deemed to be the electoral roll for the purpose of holding the election.
(42) Final Authority for Interpretation of these Rules : If any question arises regarding the interpretation of these rules otherwise than in
connection with an election petition which has actually been presented,
the question shall be referred to the Prabandhak Committee, who shall
decide the matter itself or if it thinks proper shall refer the same to the
District Judge, Patna The decision of the Prabandhak Committee or
the District Judge, as the case many be, shall be final.
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