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FOREWORD.
Sikh History Research Department was started
in Khalsa College during the life time of Sir Sardar
Sundar Singh Majithia. Ever since its inception, it
has been doing commendable work. Now Professor
Kirpal Singh M. A., the writer of this book is incharge
of this department. He has taken considerable pains
in collection of material for this work, which is being
published by the Khalsa College, Amritsar.
This book is a well-knit narration of historical
events duly supported by facts. The third chapter
which describes the condition of the Cis-Sutlej territory
in those days, paints a picture of chaos and anarchy
then prevailing. This fact establishes Maharaja Ala
Singh's pre-eminence as he was able to uproot the
anarchy and give rise to a state which led a peaceful
and prosperous existence.
Another chapter worthy of note is entitled
"Maharaja Ala Singh's relations with the Marathas."
This chapter presents Maharaja Ala Singh's personality
as a Sikh as well as a Statesman. As a true Sikh he
helped the Marathas in the hour of their dire need. His
friendly relations with powers which could be helpful in
driving out the foreigners,, throw light on him as a
statesman of high calibre.
Chapter No. 13 portrays the sagacity with which
the Maharaja was able to meet the exigencies of the
times. In his dealings with the Mughals the neighbouring rulers and the Pathan invaders he effectively

guarded the interests of his own country. The writer
narrates the events which conclusively prove Maharaja's
faithfulness towards the Dal Khalsa, his ambition to
establish the Sikh rule and his love of high Sikh ideals.
Maharaja Ala Singh was par-excellence in administ r a t i v e ability which has been so rare in the rulers
of the world. He dealt impartially with all religions,
treated all his subjects alike and gave high posts to
persons of all denominations purely on merit.
The chapter on Maharaja's Character also deserves
a mention here. It is remarkable that in those days
of moral laxity, his character shines like a beaconlight. He was devoted to his only wife, Rani Fateh
Kaur, who was also a true Sikh. Maharaja never cast
an eye on other women. Once while standing on the
top of his house unintentionally he saw a young girl
bathing. He turned his eyes away and henceforward
treated her as his own daughter and gave her in,
marriage himself.
In accordance with Sikh tradition he ran a langar
kitch
where his Rani personally distributed
food to all without distinction of caste and creed
The book is a source of valuable information
corroborated by historical data. Here and there ar*
incident has been repeated but it is in conformity with
the
Amritsar.

VIR SINGH

Dated 1-11-54
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PREFACE
Biography is the best form of history.
H. W. Shaw.
t

Maharaja Ala Singh occupies a unique place in the
history of the Sikhs. He was the pioneer leader and
founder of one of the most important Sikh States.
Almost every book on the rise of the Sikh power has
devoted some space to this great hero but so far no
account of Maharaja Ala Singh has been based on contemporary Marathi and Persian sources, nor does any
detail of his great qualities of statesmanship, administrative capacity and true leadership.
*

While writing the life of Maharaja Ala Singh one is
confronted with numerous difficulties, which are peculiar
to themselves. One of the greatest handicaps is that
there is no contemporary detailed account available. The
later records i. e., Patiala Records, present only an onesided picture and suffer from serious mistakes of
omission and commission. The task of a historian is
not merely to present facts collected from the various
sources, but to undertake spade-work and dig out new
sources—contemporary or semi-contemporary—-, which
might yield the required information. For instance,
Patiala Records either omit altogether the arrest of
Maharaja Ala Singh or describe him in alliance with
Ali Mohammad Khan, the Rohilla Faujdar of Sirhind.
Thus we have to search for necessary information from
Rohilla accounts, which describe in detail the activities
of Ali Mohammad Khan at Sirhind. The Rohilla
9

accounts, especially Gulistan-i-Rahmat * Gul-i-Rahmat f
and Ahwal-i-Najib-ud-Daula % by Bihari Lai definiteassert that Maharaja Ala Singh was summoned
to Sirhind
and arrested there just after the
arrival of Ali Mohammad Khan whereas the
author of Tarikh-i-Patiala
and Griffin describe in
detail the friendship of Ali Mohammad Khan and
Maharaja Ala Singh. Similarly for the study of the
Maharaja's relations with the Marathas we have to
probe into Marathi news-letters || and for the study
of his relations with the Mughal Emperors we have
to trace references from contemporary sources like
i

l

*

"Gulistan-i-Rahmat" is a Persian Manuscript, original lying
in Rampur State library (extract copy in Khalsa College,
Amritsar). It is the most authentic history of the Rohillas
written
The latter participated in the Rohilla campaigns under Ali
i

Mohammad Khan. It describes in detail Ali Mohammad's
activities at Sirhind*
*

t Gul.i-Rahmat:
MS. (Persian) original copy in Rampur
State library (extract copy in Khalsa College, Amritsar).
It is also a similar account of Rohillas and gives useful
information.
% Ahwal-i-Naj
wa Doodi Khan
by Munshi Behari Lai son of Badri Das Khatri of village
Bonse Baraily (1787 A. D.). Persian manuscript preserved
in the library of Nawab Salar Jang, Hyderabad, Deccan,
copy in Khalsa College, Amritsar.
II Marathi News letters throw a flood of light over Maharaja
Ala Singh's relations with the Marathas. The writer is
thankful to Bharata Itihasa Samshodhaka Mandala, Poona,
" for translation of some of the Marathi letters
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Tarikk-i-Alamgir-Sani•*.
etc. Hence the biography
of Maharaja Ala Singh presents a peculiar set of difficulties and calls for a vast range of research work in
different languages.
Of the writings on Maharaja Ala Singh two deserve
special mention. The first is an account of him
written in the Tarikh-i-Patiala
(Urdu) by Khalifa
Mohammad Hussain, Prime Minister of Patiala (1878
A. D.). It is full of so many distortions and errors.
The author has written the account without scrutiny
of the original sources^. Moreover he tried to isolate the
personality of Maharaja Ala Singh from the rest of the
Khalsa, which is like separating the body from the
soul. Most activities of the Maharaja were interwoven
with the history of the Khalsa. Obviously the Khalifa
did not understand the proper significance of the
exploits of the founder of the Patiala State. The
*

*

second is the biography of Maharaja Ala Singh by
Karam Singh (Panjabi-Gurmukhi). This made a right
approach to the subject. The author tried to correct
the errors committed by the Khalifa and was successful to a considerable extent. But he could not utilize
the Marathi sources, the coins of Maharaja Ala Singh
. * Tarikh.i.Alamgir Sani : Translated and abridged by Sir J.N.
Sarkar (typed copy vin Khalsa College, Amritsar.). I t gives
information regarding Maharaja's help to Alamgir Sani.
| Thucydides has rightly stated t h a t "men commonly avail
themselves of what they find ready to their hand and
accept from one another the current report of past events
without putting them to the test of examination, even
when they have taken place in their own country."
Thucydides by W\ Lucas Collins, page 3.
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and the important records in Persian (Darbar-i-Mualla,
Boundary dispute correspondence, etc.). With good
deal of labour and research in various Persian works he
could only establish that the Maharaja helped the
Marathas with food grains in the battle of Panipat
(vide. Appendix No, 3 of S. Karam Singh's work).
But the Marathi news-letters which have been utilized
for the first time in the present book establish the
following facts I
(1)

Sada Shiva Bhau, Commander-in-Chief of the
Maratha Army, was anxious to have an
alliance with Maharaja Ala Singh.

(2) He deputed Laxman Appaji Ekbote, a
Maratha envoy, to the Sirhind territory, who
stayed with the Maharaja.
*

(3) The Maharaja was in correspondence with
the Peshwa on the eve of the battle of
Panipat.
(4)

The Maharaja gave shelter to the Maratha
fugitives even after the fateful battle of
Panipat
*

S. Karam Singh stated only this much that the
Maharaja had sent a military force against Jawahar
* Selection from Peshwa Daftar by Rai Bahadur G. S
Sardesai, Volume No : 21 letter No : 116, 197, 69.
Volume No : 27 letter No : 109, 133, 218, 220 and 26.
Marathanchya Itihas Sadanen
Raj wade Volume No : 6 letter No : 378, 382 and 465.

12

Singh, Jat of Bharatpur, when he attacked Delhi in
order to wage a war of revenge against Najib-ud-Daula.
But recently discovered records describe in detail
Maharaja Ala Singh's relations with Najib. From
Tahmas Nantah by Miskin * (British
Museum,
London) we learn that it was Najib who conducted
Maharaja Ala Singh to the presence of Ahmad Shah
Abdali after the great Ghallughara, bloody carnage of
the Sikhs by Ahmad Shah Abdali in 1762 A. D. The
records of Darbar-i-Mualla (Jaipur) f give in detail
Maharaja Ala Singh's relations with Najib-ud-Daulah
and Zain Khan, the Abdali Governor of Sirhind. It
was the Maharaja who brought about a rapprochement
between the Sikhs and Najib when the Sikhs crossed
the Jamuna after the death of Zain Khan. Tarikh-iAlamgir-Sani, another contemporary source, describes
the help rendered by Maharaja Ala Singh to Alamgir
II and his Wazir, Imad, when they visited HansiHissar territory in 1758 A. D. The records of the
* Tahmas Namah, Persian Manuscript, British Museum London,
(Photostat copy Khalsa College, Amritsar). Miskin was
the personal attendant of Mir Manno and later on he
joined the services of Zain Khan, the Governor of Sirhind.
He gives graphic details regarding the rule of Zain Khan,
It also describes relationship between the Maharaja and
Najib.
| Darbar-i-Mualla Persian
Manuscript original Archives,
Jaipur. Stamped and certified copies in Khalsa College,
Amritsar. These records are most important and give a
lot of information regarding Maharaja's relations with
Zain Khan and Najib-ud-Daula.
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Boundary Dispute correspondence, Volume 10, * throw
a flood of light on the Maharaja's conquests in the
District of Hissar.
. History literally means investigation. Every event
of Maharaja's life has been subjected to careful
investigation and examination. The best available
data have been drawn upon. In presentation, an effort,
has been made to present the details in a pleasant
manner. Events have not been dressed up to make
them grander than they factually were or what the
old chroniclers had attempted to achieve. Fictional
embellishments have also been avoided.
In view of the fresh materials brought to light and
of the numerous corrections introduced in the account
of the court, historians, it has been possible to attempt
an unbiased estimate of Maharaja Ala Singh. The
present writer will feel his labours amply rewarded if
his work succeeds in illuminating a comparatively dark
and obscure corner of Indian history.
*

I am indebted to Bhai Sahib Dr. Vir Singh, who,
despite of his ill-health has acceded to my request for
writing foreword to this book and also to Rai Bahadur
G. S. Sardesai Kamshet, Poona, for his going through the
i

*

Boundary Dispute correspondence Volumes :
Persian Manuscripts ten volumes. Volume No : 7, 9 and
one more have been discovered by the writer. The whole
correspondence forms a complete record regarding the
fixation of boundary between Patiala State and district
Hissar (1803.1856 A. D.)* The conquests of the Maharaja
in the district Hissar have been described in detail. The
originals are lying in the Punjab Record Office, Simla.
This record has been used for first time in this volume.
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*

chapter. " Maharaja Ala Singh's relations with the
Marathas." I feel grateful to S. B. Jodh Singh, M.A.,
M. L. C , (retired principal) who suggested this subject
and gave me useful advice and also to Principal Indar
Singh, B. Sc. (Agricultural) (Wales), Barrister-at-Law, for
his constant encouragement and guidance. I am thankful
to Dr. Balbir Singh, Ph. D. (London), Panch Batti,
Dehra Dun, Dr : Hari Ram Gupta, Head of History
Department, Punjab University, Principal Kirpal Singh
Narang M. A. (Hons.), Ramgarhia College, Phagwara,
who have gone through the manuscript and gave me
valuable suggestions. I am particularly grateful to
my learned friend Dr. Mohan Singh, Ph. D., D. Litt.,
who helped me a lot in bringing out this book. I am
thankful to the Rajpramukh Maharaja Adhiraj of
P.E.P.S.U., for granting me permission to have photographic copies of the portraits of Maharaja Ala Singh
and his illustrious successors, to Dr. Ganda Singh,
Director of Archives, Patiala, to Shri Vidya Sagar Suri,
M.A., Keeper of Records, Punjab Government, Shri
M. S. Randhawa, I. C. S. ex-Commissioner, Ambala
Division, for allowing me to have eccess to the records
lying in their offices ; to Bharata Itihasa Samshodhaka
Mandala, Poona, for the translation of some of the
, Marathi letters and to Public Works Department,
P. E. P. S. U., Patiala for preparation of the map
indicating the territories of Maharaja Ala Singh.
Kirpal Singh,

CHRONOLOGY
1691 A. D. ... Birth of Maharaja Ala Singh.
1707 A. D. ... Marriage with Fateh Kaur.
1714 A. D. ... Death of his father.
1716 A. D. ... Avenges the death of his father.
1722 A. D. ...Leaves Bhadaur and settles at Barnala
1727 A. D. ... Founds Longowal.
1731 A. D. ... Battle of Barnala : defeats the
Muslim Confederacy.
1731 A. D. ... Takes Pahul.
1745 A. D. ... Acquires the territory of his brother
Sabha Singh on his death.
1745-46 A.D. Arrested by Ali Mohammad Khan.
1748 A. D. ... Escapes from Sunam fort.
1748 A . D . ... Honoured with robe of Honour by
Prince Ahmad.
1749 A. D. ... Conquest of Kakra and foundation
of the fort of modern Bhawanigarh,
1752 A. D. ... Conquest of Pargna Sanaur.
1753 A. D. ... Foundation of Patiala.
1758 A. D. ... Invites the Marathas to Cis-Sutlej
territory.
1758 A. D. ... Helps Emperor Alamgir Sani with
food grains.
1759 A. D. ... Battle of Rampura ; annexes many
villages of Bhatti territory.
1761 A. D. ... Helps the starving Maratha army with
food grains in the third Battle of
Panipat.
1761 A. D. ... Afghan Emperor recognises Maharaja
Ala Singh's independence.
1762 A. D. ... Bloody carnage of the Sikhs, and
arrest of the Maharaja.
1764 A. D. ... Fall of Sirhind ; Foundation of the
Pucca fort at Patiala.
1765 A. D. ... Granted insignia of sovereignty by
Ahmad Shah Abdali.
1765 A. D. ... Death.
16
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We mistake the gratuitous blessings of heaven for the
fruits of our industry.
L* Estrange.

In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, the
Cis-Sutlej territory (the territory between the Jamuna
and the Sutlej) was dominated by the Bhatti tribes.
The Bhattis*, Muslim Rajput converts, lived a pastoral
and predatory life driving their cattle about in search
of new pastures and lifting their neighbours' cattle
*

whenever they got a chancef. Sometimes a band of six
or ten armed Bhattis would make a dash upon some
grazing herd, drive off its armed herdsmen, and carry
away the herd by violence. Such a band was called
dhar, a group of dacoits, in the Panjabi dialect of
the country. But sometimes a leader of note would
organize a larger expedition of two or three hundred
* The Bhattis were the descendants of Bhatti Rao, one of
the ancestors of the rulers of Jaisalmir. In course of time
they had embraced Islam, and had become sworn enemies
of the non-Muslims. Owing perhaps to similar habits all
the Rajput clans converted to Islam in t h a t area
(Bhattiana—Distt. Hissar and some portion of Bikaner
State) began to be called Bhattis in the 18th Century.
Bhatti came to mean all Rajput converts from Joiyas,
Chambans and Chabbals.
Sirsa Settlement Report, page 29.

sfes?^feia g^tw w5 Jafcra H^H I
wfs H ni§ $3rci i s * via WHI
\

Sakhian Bhai Mool Chand MS. Gurmukhi, page 51.
Hissar District Gazetteer, page 25.
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men, some of them mounted on ponies, and take them
out for a foray, fifty miles or more into the enemy's
territory and carry off their cattle and other spoils by
sheer force. Such a larger band was called Katak.
When the attacked roused the country-side and pursued
the invaders, the pursuing force was called a Varh.
The arms consisted of swords, match-locks and short
spears, and the characteristic weapon of the country,
Seta, a heavy spear, sometimes twenty feet long
with a heavy iron head, some three or four feet or even
more, and with a bamboo handle. The last was wielded
by both hands by footmen*. When such a Katak
used to move out, they killed and plundered whosoever
came in their wayf. It so happened that in one of
the affrays against a Katak, Mohan and his son,
Roopa, were killed. Roopa left behind two young
children, Sandli and Phul, who thereafter alongwith
their mother lived with Kala, their uncle {. Kala too
had fought valiantly but he could just save his life.
He was, however, robbed of everything he possessed.
Now he had to support his own family as well as the
family of his deceased brother. He began to wander in
search of food and shelter.
In those turbulent times tribal affinity determined
the complexion of settlements. Persons of the same
tribe inhabited the entire village, and sometimes
*

Sirsa Settlement Report, page 31.

Sakhian Bhai Mool Chand (Gurmukhi), page 74.
% Tazakira-i-Mehrajkian wa Phulkian.
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several villages in the same area belonged to one and
the same tribe*. A vital factor favouring human
habitation in the dry and desert areas was the supply
of water. Wherever there was a well or a pond there
arose a village. The paucity was the cause of many
frictions and conflicts. The village in possession of a
well or a pond was naturally deemed richer and its
inhabitants were considered luckier and wealthier.
Once a rich man travelled through the territory
near modern Rampura Phul. This area was notorious
for the scarcity of wells. The rich traveller decided
that he would dig a well if he was blessed with a son.
It so happened that his desire was fulfilled and so he
sank a well there. Around that well there developed
a village named Mart Siddh Qalandar (three miles
from Rampura Phul railway station, Bhatinda-Dhuri
line). The village came to be inhabited by the
Bhullars | by the middle of the 17th Century A. D.
*

•

4

•

a

Kala and his kinsmen were leading a nomadic life.
They drifted from place to place and could find shelter
nowhere. After wandering for days and nights in search
of food they reached Mari Siddh Qalandar and decided
to settle there %.
Tribal animosity waged supreme. The Bhullars of
'

i (

* Rohtak Gazetteer, page 17.
t Bhullars are said to have sprung from Bhula Maha deo the
matted hair (Sic.) According to Ibbetson they assert t h a t
Malwa was their original home.
Punjab Castes, page 119.
% Tarikh-i-Mukatsar wa Mamdot, page 292.
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the village would not allow the new-comers, Sidhus
to live in that village. They were harassed in every
possible way. When the womenfolk of Kala went to
draw water from the well they were insulted. As Kala
was keen on settling there he, according to the custom
of the times, offered one Sidhu girl to some Bhullar
in order to effect a blood relationship. But the offer
was rejected. Now he did not know what to do.
His enemies were too strong for himf.
There appeared, however, a gleam of hope for Kala
when he heard of the arrival of Guru Hargobind, the
sixth Sikh Guru (1595-1644 A. D.) at Gurusar, a few
miles from that place}. The Guru, after his battle
against the Imperial troops had retired to the CisSutlej territory in 1631 A. D. Kala carried his tale
of woes and miseries to the Guru. While touching
the feet of the Guru he burst into tears and told him
* Siddhus were the descendants of Sidhu, son of K h o t .
They link their ancestry with the Rajputs clan of
Jaisalmir, According to Ibbetson the distinction between
Rajput and J a t was social and not ethnical. Those who
were very rich and took leading p a r t in politics began to
be called Rajputs, while those who took to cultivation
began to be called Jats. • Punjab Castes and Tribes, page 700.
For detailed account see Appendix Early Ancestors.
| Bhullars are said to have been driven by the Sidhus from
Mari in district Ferozepur.
Punjab Slates Gazetteer, Page 64.
% Encyclopaedia of Sikh Literature.
Guru Hargobind was the first Sikh Guru, who visited Ci3
Sutlej territory in the first half of the 17th Century. All
Patiala records confirm this view. For details see
Appendix Early Ancestors.
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p

in detail the treatment meted out to him and his
family. I t was just coincidence that Lala Kaura, a
prominent Bhullar of the village, had also come to
pay his homage to the Guru. The Guru persuaded him
to accommodate Kala. The Guru said, "Kala is very
poor. You should give him land for five ploughs so
that he may make a living." " We are the servants
of the Guru ", replied Lala politely ; and at the same
time overwhelmed by a clannish consideration, he
remarked, " But we can give no concession to the
Sidhus." After having said this Lala left the place.
This was a great blow to Kala's hopes. Now the Guru
advised Kala to leave the village of the Bhullars and
settle at any place which he happened to reach by
sunset. Kala resumed his journey*.
The sun had set. The golden rays were falling on
the glittering surface of a pond. It provided a streak
of hope to the weary travellers in that desert. The
sight of the pond and the sunset lit ur> the dark recesses
in the heart of Kala and gladdened the hearts of his
kinsmen. All decided to make it their home.
*

*

*

"Misfortunes never come alone " says the old
saying. Kala was confronted with another set of
difficulties. The territory, where he had encamped,
belonged to a very powerful man of the area named
Jaitprana (of villgge Bhdkhari). He would not tolerate
any new settlement. He came forth to measure strength
with the new comers and to turn them out bag and
baggage. Terrified as Kala was to learn the power,
his rival was famed to possess, he did not give way
»

* Gurpartap Surya, Ras tenth,
*

to despair. He had implicit faith in the Guru. He
invoked his help and came out to decide the issue with
Jaitprana by force of arms. For the time being the
contest appeared equal. But the tables were soon
turned. Kala struck a severe blow, which hurled his
enemy to the ground. Jaitprana expired*.
The defeat and death of this powerful man of the
locality at the hands of Kala proved a turning point in
his life. It established his reputation as a warrior. He
permanently settled at that place and founded a village
which was named after the name of his forefather
Mehraj. This, however, did not solve the difficulties
of Kala and his dependents.
Once again Kala along with his young nephews,
Sandli and Phul, visited the Guru at Gurusar. According to tradition the youngsters were instructed to rub
their bellies before the Guru. The Guru curiously
asked why the children behaved in that strange manner.
He was told that it indicated their hunger. The younger
one excited most pity, and the Guru asked him his name.
Hearing the word, the Guru is said to have remarked,
"The Phul (flower) will blossom. What to talk of his
hunger, his descendants would satisfy the hunger of
millions. Their horses would drink water from the
Sutlej and the Jamunaf." When Kala came home
and told what the Guru had said about the future
greatness of Phul and his descendants, his wife
rebuked him saying that his brother's sons would
become rulers but what about his own sons. Kala was
•

*

* Gurpartap Surya, Ras tenth.
!
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a man of faith and conviction. Once again he went
to the Guru with his own sons, who had received the
same instructions to rub their bellies before the Guru.
This time the Guru smiled and said, "They would not
be the rulers but would depend upon none and earn
their livelihood by dint of their own prowess*."
i

Phul, the great ancestor of the Phulkian House of
Patiala, Nabha and Jind, was the son of Roop Chand
and his wife Ambi. He was born in 1627 A. D.
Trained in the school of adversity, he grew to be a
hardy and pushing youngman.
Phul was religiously inclined and liked the company
of the holy men. According to traditions preserved
in the Patiala records, one Suinerpuri faqir happened
to visit the place. Phul used to serve him with milk.
One day it so happened that he went to the faqir with
milk but the latter had fallen in a trance. He had to
wait for a long time. Night fell and it also began to
rain, and he shielded the holy person from rain with
his chaddar. In this way the whole night passed. At
daybreak, when the holy person awoke from his trance,
he was much pleased with Phul and taught him t he
rt
of
feigning
death
by
stopping
his
breath.
The
a
faqir also blessed Phul that if he founded a village after
his own name, he would be very prosperous}.
After this incident Phul remained at Mehraj for
sometime and there he met one Bahbal Gill to whom
he disclosed his intention of founding a village. Bahbal,
* Raj Khalsa. Giani Gian Singh, page 6.
t Encyclopaedia of Sikh Literature (Panjs
t Taiikh-i-Bute Shah MS., page 295.
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to his family bickerings, had shifted to Mehraj
from his own village somewhere near Lahore and was
the lookout for a suitable place of residence. He
welcomed the idea and went to Rai Bukhtiar of Kangar
with whom he had some acquaintance and after presenting him one camel got a patta (lease) of Kamanwala
Theh * as the place was called in those days, in
favour of Phul, and the village Phul was founded on
the sitej.
Phul had to struggle hard to keep himself in
possession of this new village, which was named after
him. The exact nature of his struggle against his
powerful neighbours is difficult to determine except
that they became jealous of his growing strength and
popularity. Once Isa Khan J, one of the most
powerful neighbours, sent a small force which ousted
Phul from his village and appointed Moola Jat as his
representative there. But soon after Phul recovered the
possession of his village.
&

The death of Phul cccurred under mysterious circumstances. Once he was called to Sirhind and put under
confinement. He practised the art of feigning death by
holding his breath. His warders taking him dead,
handed over his body to his servant, Gidia Mirasi, who
* Kamanwala Thch was the old name
the
village Phul.
t isala-i-Rajju Singh MS. in Persian. I t is a small booklet
of a few pages in possession of Director of Archives,
Patiala PEPSU.
X
|| Tarikh-i-Patiala & Jind, a small MS. (Persian) in possession
of Director of Archives, Patiala; Tarikh-i-Patiala, page 34.
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2iad accompanied Bhul to Sirhind. The Mir ad taking
the body started towards his village. The news of
this incident was conveyed to Tiloka and Rama, the
sons of Phul at village Dhilwan, where they were
with their mother Bali*. On hearing the death
-of their father they set out -for Sirhind. On the way
ithey met the Mirasi at village Duk Bahadur and
"taking liim t© be dead set fire to the "body of Phulf.
Thus ended the life of the great ancestor of Phulkian
Houses, the grand father of Ala Singh. Phul died in
1689 A. X>.| (January 28, 1£89).
The death of Phul greatly alarmed his younger wife
Rajji. Taking her sons she went to her brother-inlaw, (sister's husband) Sukhanand Brar, who took
her to her parental village Sidhana||. H^r sons,
^

.

^^

^_^_

-_ 1 __ l _^

** Owing perhaps t o P h u l ' s intense love with his younger
wife, his elder wife Bali and her children were not cared.
They had to face many difficulties. Consequently Jassa,
*

t h e father of Bali came and took away his daughter and
her children, Tiloka and Rama to his village, Dhilwan.
They lived there uptil the death of Phul.
Risala-i-Rajju Singh.
T h e second wife of P h u l was Rajji who was the daughter
of Sidhana as author of Phul Bans Parkash writes :
(page 25).

"J Tazakira.i-Khandan-i-Rajaha4.Phulkian MS. Persian
Tarikh-i-Patiala Page 36.
} TVS* n $ 3 i S l H RH3 fecT3H ^ f a I

H^J

|

ss! feft ieia! faa fafa s& Fn-nfs i

Phul Bans Parkash MS. Curmulchi, page 25
Tarikh-i-Patiala, page 36.
Tarikli-i-Siddhu Braran, MS. page 27.
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Jhandu, Takhtmal and Channu, also accompanied their
mother. Subsequently they founded a village, Gumati,
near Sidhana, and settled there. Their descendants
formed the minor Phulkian House and were called
Laudgarhias, i. e.t descendants of the younger wife.*
By his elder wife, Phul had three sons, Tiloka,
Rama and Raghu, and one daughter Fateh Kaur, alias
Fatto. She was married to Dhanna Singh of village
Ramdas (District Amritsar) in the family of Baba
Buddha. After the death of her husband she, alongwith
her children, shifted to village Phul. Her' sons with
help of Tiloka, her brother, founded a village Beela,
ten miles from Bhadaur and settled there.f
Raghu%, the third son of Phul, was married in the
house of Mulkher BhuUar at village Jeondi. After his
death his wife along with her children went to her
parental house at village Jeondi. The descendants of
Raghu are still residing there. According to Griffin, the
family formed another minor Phulkian House||.
Tiloka, the eldest son of Phul, was married to
Bakhto of village Roreke (near Dhanoula) and had
two sons Gurdit Singh and Sukhchain Singh$. The
rulers of Nabha were scions of Gurdit Singh, the elder
son of Tiloka, and the chiefs of Jind, Badru Khan
and Depalpur descended from Sukhchain Singh, the
*
"

'

'

"

"

'

' ^

"

"

'
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* The Rajas of the Panjab, page 7.
t Tarikh-i-Siddhu Braran, MS. page 27.
% According to Karam Singh, Raghu was the eldest son of
Phul, but this finds no confirmation from other records,
ft Rajas of the Panjab, page 305.
$ Tarikb-i-Siddhu Braran, MS. page 43.

2$
*
i

younger son of Tiloka. The latter two houses are
considered the minor Phulkian Houses*.
**" Tiloka and Rama, sons of Phul, both served Guru
Gobind Singh, the tenth and last Guru of the Sikhs,
(1666-1708 A. D.) and had very cordial relations with
him. Guru Gobind Singh is said to have sent them
the following Hukamnamah :—•
*

" There is one God. The Guru is, true. It is the
order of the Guru. Bhai Tiloka and Bhai Rama, the
Guru will protect all. You should come with your
contingent. I am much pleased with you. Your house
is mine. On seeing this letter you should at once
come in my presence. Your house is mine. You should
come to me immediately on seeing this letter. Come
with horsemen. Do come. You are my favoured ones.
Come you must. I have sent one robe (of honour).
Keep it there. Bhado 2, Sambat 53." f
When Guru Gobind Singh visited Talwandi Sabo they
again went to see him with provisions^. Laddha, the
youngest son of Rama, took Pahul on that occasion and
he was renamed Ram Singh||.
Tiloka and Rama also helped Banda Bahadur in
response to his call on the eve of the conquest of
*

* Rajas of the Panjab, page 302 and 307,
\

•

.

•

v

f Griffin states t h a t Tiloka died in 1667 A.D. which is not
correct because this Hukamnamah is dated 1753 B. K.
corresponding to 1696 A. D. and it has been addressed to
Tiloka and Rama both.
% Travels of Guru Tegh Bahadur and Guru Gobin4 Singh
(MS. Gurmukhi) Sikh History Research Department
Kbals'a College, Amritsar, page 61.
II Ahwal-i-Khandan-i-Phul. MS. (Persian).
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Sirhiixd. Tiloka and Rama sent a- small contingent of
men to fight on their behalf*.
Tiloka and Rama could not pull together for long:
as Tiloka was a submissive type of person whereas
Rama was bold' and adventurous-. Rama was successful
in getting the collect or ship of the- neighbouring villages
in alliance with Chain Singh, his cousin (from the lineof Sema«)f. However,, they could not continue tolive together for long, Rama killed Chain Singh and
relieved him of the collection, which he was going to
deposit. Consequently in avengement of the death of
their farther, Bira, Kamala and Ugarsen killed Rama,,
the father of Ala Singhf.
Rama was married to Sabi, the daughter of Nana
Singh of village Khonse \\ and he had six sons:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Dunna Singh.
Sabha Singh.
Ala Singh.
Bakhta Singh.
Buddha Singh.
Laddha Singh.

Dunna Singh is the founder of Bhadaur and Kot
Dunna Chieftainship**. Bakhta, like his brother Ala
* 3*K» feScfl WU <5 W 2 I § § U3B § 3 ifl \ J 3 T 3 I
Panth Parkash, Ration Singh, page 75.
Mohan and brother of Roop Chand.

t

the father of Phul.
% Tarikh-i-Patiala, page 38. Rajas
U Tarikh-i-Siddhu Braran,. page 45.
of
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Singh, left Bhadaur and in alliance with Sabha Singh
founded a village near Bhadaur. Later on Bakhta's
son, Man Singh, conquered Malaud from the Afghans of
Maler Kotla. Bakhta is considered the founder of the
minor Phulkian House of Malaud*.
Buddha Singh was killed in a battle against the
Brars, four miles from Bhadaur, where two pipal trees
still stand to commemorate the event. He died
childlessf. The youngest son of Rama was Laddha Singh,
who took Pahul and was renamed Ram Singh|. Ram
Singh was married to Sukhan. She gave birth to a
son, Sirja Singh. The child died during the lifetime of
his father, who also died young, leaving behind no other
issuej|.
S

Sabha Singh was the second son of Rama. He was
courageous and daring, and had acquired his possessions
by dint of his own efforts. His only son Jodha Singh
died during the lifetime of Sabha Singh. Jodha Singh
died issueless. His widow joined in wedlock with
Sardul Singh, the son of Ala Singh, who ultimately
acquired the possessions of Sabha Singh**.
Of all the brothers, however, it was Ala Singh who
made the greatest contribution to the rise of his dynasty
and added lustre to the name of his ancestors. His
early life is given in the following pages.
* Rajas of the Panjab, page 300.
Ludhiana Gazetteer (1888-89) Page 107-108.
t Tarikh-i-Siddhu Braran MS. page 84-85.
% Tazakira-UKhandan-i-Rajaha-i-Phulkian MS.
Kaifiat-i-Phulkian. MS.
U Tarikh-i-Siddhu Braran, MS. page 84-85.
** Yadasht Mana Singh Grewal (MS. Persian).
Tarikh-i-Siddhu Braran MS. page 67.
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EARLY LIFE
1691 A. D. to 1722 A. D.
A man never has good luck who has a bad wifi
Beecher
*

Rama, the father of Ala Singh possessed a very
impressive figure. Once he was riding on the horseback along with his elder brother. He was in the
front while his brother, Tiloka, was sitting behind
him. A villager passed and remarked that sitting in
front was a good omen and Rama would never remain
behind*. His remark came out true. Rama proved to
be the more daring and courageous as compared to his
elder brother.
passing through the
gang of marauders
village Phul. Rama with his companions fell upon them
and relieved them of their plunderf. Encouraged by
this exploit he founded a village, named Dhabali, and
asked his wife's relatives to settle therej. Later on
O

.

I

he occupied the village Bhadaur || but he could not
retain it for long as his distant cousins, the line of
Sema, dispossessed him and he had to shift to the
site of the
ge, Rampura, which
founded
* Risala-i-Rajju Singh.

t

page 93.

%
r

U Village Bhadaur was founded by Bhaddar Sen and was in
, ruins prior to the occupation of Rama.
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after his own name.*
Rama was blessed with a third son in 1691. The
boy was named Ala, as this name was popular in those
daysf. The Patiala records, especially Tazakiva-iKhandan-i-Rajaha-i-Phulkian
and
T arikh-i-Patiala
maintain that Ala Singh was born in Sambat 1752,
i. e.t 1695 A. D. and at the same time, they hold that
he was twentythree when his father died. Later
writers like Griffin and Mohammad Latif also quote
the same date. But it is admitted on all hands
that Rama was killed in 1714 A. D. Evidently the
two views are contradictory. Either Ala Singh was
not born in 1695 A. D. or he could not be twentythree at the time of the death of his father. He
himself was the third son and had three younger
brothers, Bakhta, Buddha and Laddha. Laddha, his
youngest brother, took Pahul and was renamed Ram
Singh when Guru Gobind Singh visited Talwandi in
1704 A. D. If we presume 1695 A. D. to be the year
of the birth of Ala Singh, Laddha, his youngest brother,
would not have been more than five years old at the
time of his taking Pahul, which is highly improbable.
Hence Ala Singh was born in 1691 A. D. and was
twentythree when his father died in 1714 A. D.
•

* Rampura is situated at the distance of three miles from
village Phul and is a railway station on Bhatinda-Dhuri
line.
Tarikh-i-Siddhu Braran, page 45.
t ^ / a was a popular name because of two Rajput heroes Ala
and Uddal. A Var (Ode) was also composed which became
popular after the names of these Rajput heroes.
Phlats' Hindustani Dictionary*
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Like Akbar the Great, Ala Singh had no schooling.
But according to the standards of the times he appears
to have learnt the art of fighting and the use of
war implements current in those days. This training
coupled with his sharp intellect, his physical strength,
his daring and courage, proved a great asset in his
career.
At the age of sixteen Ala Singh was married to
Fateh Kaur*, a daughter of Khanan of village Kaleke
(near Dhanoula)-j\ About Fateh Kaur's early life the
following account is available from various sources.
In 1698 Bhai Dyal Das, who belonged to the famous
line of Bhai Bhagtu|, paid a visit to village Kaleke.
He was there when a daughter was born in the house
of Khanan. At the birth of the female issue the family
was greatly dejected and the baby girl was burried
alive. Perhaps to wash off this sin Khanan invited
Bhai Dyal Das to dinner as he was very much revered
* Her family name was Fatto.
| The Kaleke Sardars belong to Sarae got. They trace their
descent from Bhatti Rajputs of Jaisalmir and name after
their ancestor Chowdhary Kala who founded the village
Kalyanwali near Sirsa; his grandson Maluke founded
Kaleke where his son Khanan lived. His descendants
still hold land there.
page

% Bhagtu was from the line of Dhar or Warh
Dhar settled at Bhatinda and from his line Bhagtu was
the disciple of Guru Arjan Dev, who conferred upon Bhagtu
the title of Bhai.
Kaifiat-i-Bhaikian MS. {Persian).
Chiefs and Families of note by Griffin (1890), page 182.
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as a holy person. The Bhai knew the birth of the girl
and the ghastly act of their having burried her alive.
He, therefore, refused the invitation. Khanan persistently asked the reasons for the refusal. The holy
person explained to him that he did not dine in a
house where female infanticide was practised*. Khanan
was stunned to hear this and offered his apologies.
The girl was quickly unearthed and fortunately she
was found still to have some life in her. It was a
matter of great relief to Bhai Dyal Dass, who agreed
to have his meals at Khanan's house and instructed
them to bring up the girl very carefully and told them
that she was going to be a great woman. The girl
was named Fat to and she was married to Ala Singh at
the age of nine|.
Fateh Kaur proved to be a lady of sterling ability
and helped her husband in administrative and political
affairs. She was also a faithful wife and stood by Ala
Singh through thick and thin. She was a devoted
housewife and served the Sikhs in the Langar (common
kitchen.)
Just as Napolean had benefitted by his marriage
with Josephine, similarly Ala Singh substantially benefitted by his marriage with Fateh Kaur. She brought
him into friendly relations with the famous family of
-

*

* Sikhism has done a good deal of service of humanity by
uprooting this malpractice. Guru Gobind Singh Ji
especially instructed the Sikhs not to mix up with a
person who practises female infanticide [Kurimar).
\ Patiala Gharane-dian-Surbir Bibian, page 3.
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Bhai Dyal Das. She had an implicit faith in the
spiritual powers of the Bhai family. Whenever there
occurred any difficulty she used to bring her husband
at village Bhuchuke, where the Bhai family resided*.
Bhai Dyal Das had a son, Bhai Gurbaksh Singh, who
was a very fine soldier and helped Ala Singh a lot in
the founding of Patiala State. Later on Bhai Gurbaksh Singh himself founded the Kaithal State.
Ala Singh's marriage gave him another good contact.
Gurbaksh Singh Kaleke, a cousin of Fateh Kaur,
greatly helped Ala Singh in founding Patiala, the
modern capital of Patiala and East Punjab States
Union.
Rama, the father of Ala Singh, had been killed by
•the sons of Chain Singh. To avenge the death of their
father was considered the most important task. No
sooner did Ala Singh and his brother Sabha Singh
received the intelligence that Bira, Kamala and Ugarsen,
the sons of Chain Singh, had gone to the village
Gumati, than they hurried to the place with a band
of armed men. In the scuffle Ala Sing got a wound in
his forehead but he was successful in the expedition.
Bira and Kamala were killed. Ugarsen sought safety
by flight to the village Sema (near Mehraj), which
was also plundered, and the family of Sema was turned
out of Mehraj f.
With the death of Rama, the matter of the division
* Kaifiat-i-Bhai Kian (Persian) MS.
t The Rajas of the Panjab, page 15. Tarikh-i-Patiala, page 39
i

»
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of common villages came to the

fore. Tiloka

was

0

requested for division of the property. But Tiloka, in
order to hush up the matter, invited the descendants
of Sema to settle at Phul. This measure had the
desired effect and it scared away the sons of Rama
from the village, Phul*. Sabha Singh, the second son
of Rama, went to Dhabali and settled there. Dunna
Singh, Ala Singh and Bakhta went to Bhadaur, which
had been deserted by the line of Sema and settled

theref.
It was in those days that Bhai Mool ChandJ,
who is considered the patron saint of Patiala House,
visited Bhadaur to meet Bhai Charan Dass, a wellknown saint of the locality. When Ala Singh and his
brothers heard about it, they went to see him. Perhaps
impressed by the manly deportment of Ala Singh, Bhai
Charan Das remarked that one of the sons of Rama
would achieve the status of a Raja. Ala Singh was
quick to note, and at once requested the holy man to
* Risala-i-Rajju Singh MS.

(Persian),
-

| Ibid.
X Bhai Mool Chand surnamed Baggi Bodiwala (white locked), was
born at Bhatinda with a lock of white hair. He served
Baba Ganga R a m of Bhatinda. Soon after Bhai Mool
Chand became famous as a pious Sikh in whole of area
and was respected for his religious character. Later on
he shifted from Bhatinda and settled at Sunam.
Panjab States Gazetteer Vol XVII, page 78.
For detailed account of Bhai Mool Chand see Sakhian Bhai
Mool Chand (MS.) There are so m a n y Sakhis in Sakhian
Mool
Mool Chand's
blessings on Ala Singh and his father, R a m a .
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name the person, who was going to be the Raja so
that rest of the brothers might undertake to obey him.
The holy person kept silent. Ala Singh again put the
same question but received no answer. The request
was repeated for the third time when the holy man
sharply replied that the person who was asking the
name would be the Rajaf. This remark had a wholesome effect on Ala Singh and it strengthened his determination and encouraged him to carve out a small
principality.
Ala Singh was not satisfied with his life at Bhadaur
owing to the dominating influence of Dunna Singh|,
his eldest brother. He was, therefore, on the lookout
for an opportunity to leave Bhadaur. The opportunity
came when there occurred a famine. The revenue due
from Dunna Singh could not be realized. He was
imprisoned, along with his son Dau Singh, who died
in prison||. Ala Singh saved himself from financial
liabilities by leaving Bhadaur and shifting to Barnala,
fifteen miles from Bhadaur. This significant event
occurred in 1722 A. D.$. This change proved to be a
blessing in disguise. The new environments favourably
reacted upon his career. The political situation of the
time also greatly facilitated his rise to power.
Like Baba Ajit Singh, Charan Das was also the adopted
son of Mata Sundri ji. After the death of Baba Aiit
Singh he came to Bhadaur and settled there.
Encyclopaedia of Sikh Literature.
t SakhianBhai Mool Chand MS., page 101.
JSakhian Bhai Mool Chand MS. page 101. The following
lines describe the life of Ala Singh at Bhadaur :

WS* frfuj arete W H 1 , feR

qg

^

|| Tankh-i-Siddhu Braran MS. page 65.
$ Tankh-i-Patiala, page 40.
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POLITICAL BACKGROUND
A great man is made up of qualities thai meet or
make great occasions.
Lowell.

Prior to the rise of Ala Singh the Cis-Sutlej territory
was dominated by the most powerful man of the period,
Isa Khan*. Phul, Rampura and Bhadaur, the ancestral
villages of Ala Singh, lay in his jurisdiction. In 1712
Isa Khan helped Jahandar Shah, the Mughal Emperor,
in his war of succession. When his patron ascended
the throne of Delhi, he conferred upon him Panj Hazari
Mansab and the Faujdari of Lakhi Jungle. In addition
to this he was appointed as the Faujdar of Jullundur
Doab. He exercised his power and prestige in such a
way that he began to be considered as a rival of the
royal princesf. The power he possessed and the terror
he struck in the hearts of the people of the area have
* One of the ancestors of Isa Khan got a Jagir consisting of
the Tappa of Shadiwal from Emperor Akbar. (Ferozepur
Distt. Gazetteer). In 1700 A. D. Isa Khan founded Kot Isa
Khan. Joining Bahadur Shah before the battle of Jaju he
was enrolled as Mansabdar*
Fall of Mughal Empire Vol. 1, page 188.
J One of the contemporaries of Isa Khan writes :

*

Ibrat Namah by Mirza Mohammad MS. {Persian), page 83.
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been very aptly described by the author of Muasar-ul
Umara ; "Through fear of him the tiger used to draw
its claws back. Nobody could dare to interfere with
his possessions*."
*

At the time of the death of Rama in 1714 A. D. Isa
Khan's power was at its zenith and he continued to
maintain his position uptil 1718 A. D. Taking advantage
of the rise of Banda Bahadur, Isa Khan began
to fish in the troubled waters and lay his hands upon
the caravans passing between Delhi and Kabul. The
imperial officers who had been assigned jagirs in his
region could get nothing from their villages, because
all revenue was forcibly collected by himf, and the
Faujdars of Sirhind could do nothing. He considered
Abdul Samad Khan, the Governor of Lahore, as his
rival and he tried to get the Subedari of Lahore
through the efforts of Khan Dauran. But the influence
of Mohammad Amin Khan ultimately prevailed in
favour of Abdul Samad KhanJ. Soon after there
occurred a turn in the tide. After the persecution
of Banda Bahadur, Abdul Samad Khan decided to
suppress Isa Khan. Shahdad Khan of Kasur was sent
with a force to chastise him||.
•

Shahdad Khan in his punitive

expedition

* Muasar-ul-Umara Vol. II, page 825.
| Muntakhib-ul-Lubab, Khafi Khan Vol. II, page 767-68.
| Ibrat Namah by Mirza Mohammad, page 83.
B Ibrat Namah by Mirza Mohammad, page 84.
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was

assisted by the Brars.* Isa Khan had killed Kapuraf
Brar, one of the ancestors of the Rajas of Faridkot
State. The Brars were on the lookout to avenge the
death of their leader. They, therefore, joined hands
with Shahdad Khan against their common enemy.*
The allied forces marched towards Thara, the seat
of Isa Khan, who fought very bravely. But soon he
was overwhelmed and killed in the battle in 1718
A.D.II.
-

The death of Isa Khan is the most important
event in the evolution of Phulkian States and a great
landmark in the career of Ala Singh. Isa Khan was
the main obstacle in the way of the rise of Ala Singh.
He had already hindered the growth of the power of
•

* The Brars were the descendants of Brar, who belonged to
the line of Siddhus. Brar had two sons, Dul and Paur.
The former was the ancestor of the Rajas of the Faridkot
and the latter was the ancestor of the Rajas of Patiala,
Nabha and Jind. The Brars were very powerful in the
areas of modern district Ferozepur and Faridkot State.
They were famous for their warlike habits as the following
proverb of Ferozepur district indicates :—
Barchhi Brar di.
\ Kapura was one of the most prominent Brars who had
established himself in the territory of Kot Kapura, which
he had himself founded after his own name. Originally he
belonged to the village Panjgarain and owned eighty one
villages.
Tarikh-i-Pargana Muktsar and Mamdot by, Syed Nisar Ali%
% Aina-i-Brar Bans Vol. III. Page 222.
U Fall of Mughal Empire Vol. I, page 189.
Muntakhib-ul-Lubab Vol. I I , page 767.
Muasar-ul-Umara, page 825.
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Phul, who had to leave his village Phul for sometime*.
It was on account of Isa Khan's fear that Tiloka and
Rama, the sons of Phul could not join Banda Bahadur
personally and had to content themselves by sending a
contingent to fight on their behalff.
Though the death of Isa Khan had removed the
major obstacle from the way of Ala Singh, yet he had
to face many difficulties. His territory was surrounded
by powerful neighbours. In the East was SirhindJ,
the most important military station between Delhi
and Lahore. Before Ala Singh's rise to power Sirhind
was under weak hands. Ibrahim-ud-din Khan, the
Faujdar of Sirhind, was the most bloodthirsty, cruel
and wicked person, who had ever held the military post
of Sirhind|j. In 1717 A. D. he abused one of his
retainers, who could not tolerate this and killed him.
Ibrahim-ud-din Khan was succeeded by Zain-ud-din Ahmad
who had already been the Faujdar of Sirhind**. According to the prevalent accounts Ala Singh first came in
9

t

*

Tazakira-i-Khandan-i-Rajaha-i-Phulkian.
| Panth Parkash, Rattan Singh, page 75.
% According to the author of Aina-i-Brar Bans, Sahir Rao,
16th descent from Lord Krishna, ruled . at Lahore, and
tradition assigns the foundation of Sirhind to him. The
author of Hadiqat-uUAqalim states that Sirhind was cut off
from Sanauar Pargana by Sultan Feroze Shah, He built a
fort there and made the place headquarters of the Sarkar.
According to Sir J, N. Sarkar Sirhind mostly flourished
during the Mughal period.
*

#

j| Ibrat Namah (Life of Mirza Mohammad Harsi) by Mirza
Mohammad, page 122.
Ibid.
*
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contact with the Faujdar of Sirhind when he was
imprisoned by Ali Mohammad Khan. Later he measured
his strength with Abdul Samad Khan, Ahmad Shah
Abdali's Faujdar, whom he defeated in 1758 A. D.*.
In the North of Ala Singh's territory was Rai
Kotf. Rai Kalha of Rai Kot wielded great influence
in the locality}:. Ala Singh defeated him in the battle
of Barnala in 1731 A. D.
The Afghans of Maler Kotla|| constituted another
menace to the rising power of Ala Singh. He had to
fight against Jamal Khan and Bhikhan Khan, the
powerful rulers of Maler Kotla. Man Singh, the nephew
of Ala Singh (Bakhta's son), conquered Malaud territory
from the Afghans of Maler Kotla**. Jamal Khan was
defeated by Ala Singh in the battle of Barnala in 1731
*

* Tarikh-i-Patiala, page 50.
Rajas of the Panjab, page 24.
| One of their ancestors, Rai Rana Mokal is said to have
come from Bhatner. Fourth in line from him was Tulsi
Das, who became a Mohammaden, He had a son, Bharu Rai,
who wrested territory from Panwar Rajputs. The seventh
from Bharu Rai was Rai Kalha, who is said to have entered
the service of the Delhi Emperor. Rai Kalha founded
Talwandi, to which the family moved and retained an
assignment of villages in the neighbourhood. The family
mai itained its position as a feudatory of the Empire under
Mughals
P
X Fall of Mughal Empire. J
Maler
II
it Kotla. He shifted his family to the new town, which
Maler
Description of Principal Kotla Afghans, page
** Ludhiana District Gazetteer, page 107-108.
i
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A. D.*. and Bhikhan Khan was killed by Himmat
Singh, the grandson of Ala Singhf.
In the West were the stout Brars, who were wellknown for their ferocious character!. The Brars
belonged to the same tribe, to which Ala Singh belonged. They were the descendants of the common
ancestor Siddhu. The Brars had occupied the territory
near Faridkot and used to carry on depredations upto
the territory of Sunam and Rai Kot||. Ala Singh
wisely did not start open hostilities with the Brars,
his own kinsmen, except once when Jodha of Bhatinda
was defeated by the combined forces of Ala Singh and
Dal Khalsa**,
In the South of Ala Singh's possessions were the
Bhattis. The Bhattis proved to be the most powerful
enemies of the House of Patiala. Ala Singh and his
* Tazakira-i-Rajaha-i-Phulkian.
| Tarikh-i-Patiala, page 55.
X According to the author of the Travels of Guru Tegh
Bahadur and Guru Gobind Singh MS. (Gurmukki) the Guru
is said to have spoken the following words at village Bangari.
These remarks throw a flood of light on the character of
the Brars In those days :—"They are dacoits (XT3^1) and
they do not recognise the supremacy of anybody. Their
bands gathered in t h a t village. Now owing to the Guru's
presence in the village, they will be improving. They will
serve the congregation." page 44.
U

Sakhian Bhai Mool Chand, MS. {Gurmukhi), page (
** Tarikh-i-Patiala. nacrp. qi
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grandson, Amar Singh had to wage a life-long war
against them. At the time of the rise of Ala Singh the
Bhattis were pastoral in character, fierce and restless
in their habits, and impatient of any control*. They
were little more than a band of robbers ; but their
boldness and rapidity of movement and the wild nature
of their country saved them from being crushedf.
They lived for the most part in open villages or
wandered about with their flocks in search of pastures.
A few towns or fortified villages were scattered through
the waste land which the Bhatti tribe made their
rendezvous at the approach of danger. These were
Fatehabad, Sirsa, Rania and AboharJ. Their country after

Hissar District Gazetteer, page 25.

t
din Aibak was appointed as the Governor of Samana, Kohram
and Hissar and his rule in this territory has been described
by Nizam-ud-din in the following words :
" H e freed the whole of t h a t country from the thorn of God,
the plurality and impurity of idol worship* He purged by
his sword the land of Hind from the filth of infidelty and
vice/'
Elliot and Dawson—History of India Vol. II.
Perhaps one of the most horrible irruptions on this tract of
land was Timur's invasion. Timur's target was Bhatner.
Timur in person pressed the army so hard t h a t he drove
them back and captured the city gates. The Bhattis were
hunted down from street to street and not a life was spared.
Latif 's History of the Panjab, page 113, 116.
Hissar District Gazetteer, page 125.
, •

% Hissar District Gazetteer, page 25
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the name of their tribe was called Bhattiana*, which was
surrounded by Bahawalpur State on one side and
Bikaner State on the other.
At the time of Timur's invasion the Bhattis were
undergoing the process of conversion to Islam. The
ruler of Bhatner at that time was Dul Chand while
his brother was Kamal-ud-dinf. This process of conversion to Islam was almost complete by the time of
Ala Singh. Ever since their conversion to Islam, the
Bhattis, with the zeal of new converts, had become
the sworn enemies of the non-Muslims, Ala Singh
could not crush them single-handed. For his conquests
of Bhatti territory, Ala Singh always waited for the
arrival of the Dal Khalsa.
It will not be out of place to mention here the
importance of the Dal Khalsa. The Dal Khalsa proved
to be the most important force of the time. They used
to exact tributes from the territory occupied by various
Cis-Sutlej chiefs. They sacked Sirhind not less than
four times during the lifetime of Ala Singh. Ala Singh
identified himself with the Dal Khalsa by taking Pahul
and most of the victories of Ala Singh synchronized
with the arrival of the Dal Khalsa in his territory.
V

* Encyclopaedia Britannica
Bhattiana :—
* •

gives the

following lines about

A tract of country in the Pan jab province covering the
Ghaggar Valley from Fatehabad in the District of Hissar to
Bhatner in Bikaner. I t derives its name from Bhatti a wild
Rajput clan who held the country lying between Hariana,
Bikaner and Bahawalpur. I t skirts the borders of a great
sandy desert and only contained a small and scattered
population. The Bhattis are a fine tall race making capital
soldiers/'

t
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Maharaja Amar Singh
1765- 1781 A. D.)
\

By the courtesy of His Highness Rajpramukh P.E.P.S.U.

RISE TO POWER
1722-1731 A. D.
No one reaches high position without daring
Syrus.

Ala Singh's exceptional powers, robust strength
and inborn courage. won him a great popularity in his
new environments at Barnala, where he had shifted
from Bhadaur. In those chaotic days when the roving
bands of the Bhattis and Brars used to carry away
cattle and women and children in loot and plunder*
and no man could consider his land, his horse or his
wife and his own self safe unless he was strong enough
to defend himself and his belongings, daring and stout
persons like Ala Singh were always applauded in every
locality. Ala Singh and his brother Sabha Singh had
already earned a good deal of renown for their boldness
and bravery by killing the assasins of their father.
The personal valour of Ala Singh helped him a lot to
extend his influence at Barnala. Being impressed by
his physical strength and manly demeanour Chowdhury
Bir Bhan of village Sanghera invited him to his
village and accepted his protection in case of any
emergency. Ala Singh, therefore, stationed a force
at his village f.
After his settlement at Barnala Ala Singh along with
his brother pressed the demand for the division of the
common ancestral villages, which were under the
i

*

*

* Sakhian Bhai Mool Chand, MS., page 51, 65, 72 and 74.
t Tazakara-i-Khandan-i-Rajaha-i-Phulkian, MS.
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occupat
of the descendants of Tiloka Unwillingly
the descendants of Tiloka appointed Jog Raj and Kala
of
ge Dhanoula as arbitrat
and the following
villages fell to the lot of the descend
of Rama :
1. Dhabali.
2. Khori.
3. Tajo-ke.
*

4.

Tapa.

5.

Khonse I

13. Balu-ke.

6. Mehta.
8. Pherwali,
9. Barnala.
11. Sehna.
12. Ali-ke.
14. Bhadaur. 15 Rai-ki

16.

17. Jethu-ke*.

7. Aakalia.
10. Rampura
Hadiaya.

Ou ; of these the following villages were given as
their share to Ala Singh and Sabha Singh, the elder
brother of Ala Singh. Sabha Singh died issueless and
his daughter-in-law (son's wife) Resan was married to
Sardul Singh, the son of Ala Singh. Consequently his
original share of villages as well as his acquisitions were
merged with Ala Singh's territory. The following
villages which formed the original share of Ala Singh
and Sabha Singh proved to be the nucleus for the
Patiala State :
Barnala, Tapa, Kh

Taj

Khonse
Mehta, Aakalia, Pherwali, Hadiaya, Dhabalif.

*

Before the division of the possessions Ala Singh
had already conquered Barnala and Tapa whereas his
brother Sabha Singh had the possessio of Dhabali
and Hadiaya. The village Dhabali was ccupied by
Risala-i-Rajju Singh, MS.
7 lbui.
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Man Singh (son of Bakhta Singh), his nephew, after
the death of Sabha Singh*.
Ala Singh wanted to found a village at every
strategic place near Sunam. In order to mark the
place for the foundation of the village he stuck a twig
as the preparatory sign for founding a village there.
The neighbouring zamindar of the village Chaddari
considered himself the owner of the site and he
obliterated all the signs of the settlement established
by Ala Singhf. On hearing this Ala Singh was
greatly dismayed and approached his preceptor Bhai
Mool Chand for advice. The holy person hearing the
whole account assured him of his success in founding
the village. Encouraged by the blessings of Bhai
Mool Chand, he again laid the twig on the same site.
This time he was successful in founding the village
which later on came to be known as LongowalJ. This
village was at a strategic place and Ala Singh used
it as a base for further extension of his territories on
the Sunam side.
According to the prevalent accounts there occurred
another incident, which inspired self-confidence in Ala
Singh and prepared him psychologically to grapple with
his powerful neighbour. Once Bhai Mool Chand
brought one poor Brahmin to Barnala and asked Ala
Singh to help the Brahmin. Ala Singh went to his
I

i

•

*

*

* Risala-i-Rajju Singh MS.
t Tazakirari-Khandan-i- Rajaha-i-Phulki
% Sakhian Bhai Moo! Chand, page 95.
Tarikh-i-Bute Shah Vol. I, page 426.
Tarikh-i-Phulkian wa Mehrajkian MS,
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house and got from his wife, Fateh Kaur, all the money
she possessed and made it over to the needy Brahmin
in the presence of the holy man. Bhai Mool Chand
asked the number of rupees given in charity to which
Ala Singh replied that he had not counted them and
given all he had in charity. The holy man was much
pleased and blessed him that he would possess countless
villages as he had donated countless rupees*. However
minor this incident may appear to the modern reader,
it played a very significant part in the life of Ala Singh.
He had already known the prophecy of Bhai Charan
Das that he would be a Raja one day. Now the
blessings of Bhai Mool Chand confirmed that prophecy.
These blessings greatly emboldened Ala Singh to stem
the rising tide of Muslim aggression.
Ever since Ala Singh's occupation of Barnala Sondhe
Khan of village Nima had been carrying on depredations into the territory of Ala Singh, whom he
considered to be his rival. Sondhe Khan had high
connections with Rai Kalha III of Rai Kot, who was
married to the sister of Sondhe Khanf. Rai Kalha was
considered as one of the most powerful chiefs of the
area. So taking himself to be weak Ala Singh could
not pay Sondhe Khan in his own coin. But he was
on the lookout for some opportunity to wreak vengeance. Soon an opportunity offered itself when Sondhe
Khan died. He had adopted a son, Nigahia Khan,
who was ousted from Nima by his two real sons}.
* Sakhian Bhai Mool Chand, page 96.
t Raj Khalsa, Giani Gian Singh, pag<

t
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*

•

Nigahia Khan joined the service of Ala Singh and
persuaded him to conquer Nima. Consequently Sardul
Singh, the son of Ala Singh, and Nigahia Khan successfully attacked Nima and razed it to ground*. The
depredations of Sondhe Khan into Ala Singh's territory
were thus avenged.
The conquest of village Nima by Ala Singh had
far-reaching consequences. Rai Kalha's anger, was
aroused when he heard of the destruction of Nima.
Sondhe Khan's sons approached Rai Kalha through
his wife, who was the sister of their father. He determined to nip the evil in the bud and invited all Manj
Chiefs to a crusade against the rising Sikh chieftain.
All the Manj Rajputs (who had been converted to
Islam) of Cis-Sutlej territory as well as in the Jullundur
Doab united against Ala Singhj. The Imperial
Faujdar of Jullundur at that time was Asad Ali KhanJ,
who was a friend of Rai Kalha. He, therefore, joined
him in his punitive expedition against Ala Singh. Jamal
*

* Tarikh-i-Patiala, page 40.
f The Manj Rajputs (Muslims) of Talwandi, Rai Kot and
Halwara ruled over a very extensive territory, south of
the Sutlej, and Manj Nawabs of Kot Isa had also attained
considerable importance and held a large tract of country in
the South-West of Jullundur Doab about Taiwan, Nakodar
and Malsian.
Glossary of the Punjab Castes and Tribes.
*

% The son of Syed Zia was Mohd. Kazim alias Syed Shah Ji,
whose son was Nawab Asad Ali Khan. He was appointed
as faujdar of Jullundur in the beginning of the reign of
Bahadur Shah,
Tazakira-i-Rajab Ali Khan, MS.,
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Persian, page 8.

Khan of Maier Kotla* also joined the enemy forces.
ThusRai Kalha collecting a large force, about forty
thousand, under Daler Khan of Halwara, Kutab-ud-din
of Malsianwala with Chiefs of Talwandi, Jamal Khan
of Maler Kotla and the Imperial contingent under
Asad AH Khan led an attack on Barnalaf.
The conquest of Nima had meant a great crisis for
Ala Singh. He was alive to the danger and was fully
aware of the coming storm. He knew that his conquest
of Nima had given the greatest possible affront t© Rai
Kalha III and he would try his best to crush him. In
order to meet the impending danger he sought the help
of the Sikhs and invited them to fight on his sidei.
The Sikhs were passing through very hard times in
those days. They were the target of ruthless persecution in the province of Lahore. The Governor of Lahore,
Zakaria Khan, (1726-45 A. D.) in the early years of his
reign had taken special measures to suppress the Sikhs.
The moving columns were sent to comb the villages
and to exterminate the Sikhs'l with the result that
they had retired to jungles and caves. Some of the
Sikh bands came to Cis-Sutlej territory in order to
escape the fury and persecution of the Lahore Governor.
Ala Singh invited the Sikhs living in that area and
explained to them that he was surrounded by hostile
forces, as the Muslims had raised the cry of jehad against
* Description of Principal Kotla Afghans, page 16.
f Punjab States Gazetteer Vol. XVII, page iii.
Tazakira-i-Khandan-i-Rajaha-i-Phulkian.
% Raj Khalsa, Giani Gian Singh, page 14.
|| Ibrat Namah Ali-ud-Din MS. (Persian).
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him. In view of this the Khalsa Dais decided to
join Ala Singh against the allied Muslim chiefs of the
area.
When the allied forces of Rai Kalha led an attack
on Barnala, Ala Singh took shelter in Barnala fort
and began to fight with the besiegers. After some
time the Khalsa Dais appeared on the scene and for
half of the day there was most contested righting.
The hired mercenaries could not fight against zealous
and inspired Khalsa. Soon Asad Ali Khan, Faujdar of
Julmndur Doab, was found dead and his army lost heart
and took to their heels. The example of the army of
Asad Ali Khan was followed by others, thus causing a
great stampede. Soon the retreat was turned into a
complete rout, in which the Sikhs got huge plunder
Thus
with
g of war implements
of the Khalsa, Ala Singh defeated the big confederacy
of his powerful neighbours.
The battle of Barnala proved to be turning point
in the career of Ala Singh. This battle exalted him to
the position of a powerful chief of the Cis-Sutlej
Besides
this
it
encouraged
him
to
make
y
further conquests and it laid the foundation stone of
his territorial acquisitions. Again it was this battle
which brought him in closer contact with the Dal
Khalsa, with whose help he was still to win laurel
In short this battle proved to be the seed of his future
greatness. Lepel Griffin has rightly observed
* The Rajas of the Panjab, page 16
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"This brilliant success at once made a great improvement in the position of Ala Singh. He was looked
upon as one of the most rising chiefs and many zamindars from across Sutlej came to Barnala to take service
with him."
Some later writers like the author of Tarikh-iPatiala and Latif state that Emperor Mohammad Shah
issued a Firman to Ala Singh on account of his
brilliant victory over his neighbours. But the close
scrutiny of other historical facts leads us to conclude
that this statement is not correct*. The victory
in the battle of Barnala no doubt made Ala Singh an
important figure in the annals of Cis-Sutlej territory.
The most important factor which greatly contributed to the rise of Ala Singh after the battle of
Barnala was that he identified himself with the Dal
Kkalsa by taking Pahul. He took Pahul at the
hands of Nawab Kapur Singht, the most prominent
Sikh leader of his time, at the village Thikriwala, where
a Gurdwara has been erected to commemorate this
event. It greatly helped him to conquer the territorv
neighbouring Sunam and to wage a ruthless war against
the Bhattis.
•

* Vide Appendix No. 5•
•

•

*

t St V<335OT3?U9f<] B^t I 3$ w g ffiUJ VSR >fa HSl I
Kto l a 31 § s <ra WBt i fa* in E33 s t 3 3 3 ^ i
Panth Par hash, Rattan Singh The Khalsa Samachar, page 220.
Vide also Shams her Khalsa, P a r t I I , page 45.
According to S. Karam Singh, Ala Singh took Pahul from Baba
Dip Smgh, which does not appear to be correct.
•
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WAR AGAINST THE BHATTIS
Providence sees to it that no man gets happiness out
of crime.
Alfieri.
The wild character and predatory habits of the
Bhattis were a constant source of provocation to any
man who had strength and determination to wage a
war against them. They used to carry on depredations
over a very vast tract of territory. The records of
the Patiala State and the Bikaner State are full of
descriptions of raids by Bhatti Kataks on the poor
inhabitants of the villages and towns*. In view of
the constant danger of their inroads every village
had a mud fort for defence against these marauders!.
One of the important towns, within the easy approach
of the Bhattis, was Sunam, which had been subjected
to Bhatti raids for many a tintej. Similarly the
inhabitants of Longowal, the village founded by Ala
Singh, were also not safe from Bhatti attacks.
*

*

The Bhattis were the hereditary enemies of Ala
Singh. . Mohan, the grand-father of Phul, was killed in
a scuffle against the Bhattis, Roop Chand, the father
of Phul, also met the same fatejj. After the foundation
of Longowal Ala Singh was very closely watching the
activities of the Bhattis and was on the lookout for
some opportunity to stem back the ever rolling tide of
i n

« i

* Sirsa District Settlement Report, page 31
.''

| The Rajas of the Punjab, page, 17.
% Sakhian Bhai Mool Chaad, page 51,
8 Tarikh-i-Sicldhu Braran, page 19.
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Bhatti aggression. He got this opportunity when the
Khalsa Dais moved to the Cis-Sutlej territory owing
to the policy of ruthless persecution followed by the
Lahore Governor, Zakaria Khan (1726-1745).
Ala Singh invited the Dais to his territory and
with their help attacked the Bhatti Chiefs, Allahdad
Khan Bohewala, Inayat Khan and Vilayat Khan of
Budhlada and Bahar Khan of Hariaho. These Bhatti
Chiefs were related to Mohammad Amin Khan of
Bhatner*, who was the most powerful chief of his
time. The Dal Khalsa exacted tribute from the Bhatti
territory. The desultory warfare continued for more
than ten yearsf. Ala Singh was successful in breaking
the spell of Bhatti power and ultimately founded
several villages adjoining Longowal and Sunam.
After his successful campaigns against the Bhattis
Ala Singh undertook to colonize the land and found
villages in the areas, which were previously under the
influence of the Bhattis. He founded ChhajliJ, Dirbaff
and Sheron**. His new villages served his purpose.
After some years they proved to be the source of income
* Bhatner is modern Hanumangarh in Bikaner State,
t Shamsher Khalsa—Giani Gian Singh—Vol. II, pa <r e

3>

Sakhian Bhai Mool Chand, page 18.
II Tazakira-i-Khandan-i-Rajaha-i-Phulkian.
Accord,™
Karam Singh, Haria and Saria, the brothers of Fateh K
founded village Kamalpur. All this colonization \
Sunam, paved the way for further conquests
'
'
Taxikh
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and also paved the way for his further conquest towards
Sunam*.
Another important acquisition of Ala Singh during
this period was Dodanf, modern Bhawanigarh, which
in the subsequent years proved to be the most important
base for carrying on the war against the Bhattis.
Dodan was originally founded by Sabha SinghJ, the
elder brother of Ala Singh. He died issueless in 1744
A. D.jj, leaving behind his wife, Begi, and his
i

i

* ws fSui 33 ^tj3 wa» i faae $aa §s
t

Pantk Par hash—Rattan
anigaTh, had a great
ance for waging war against the Bhattis.
base for the conquest of the Bhattis by
Singh, grandson of Maharaja Ala Singh,

JOTW w&
Singh, page 220.
strategic import*
I t was made the
Maharaja Amar

*

Var Amar Singh, Prachin Jang Name,
X Sabha Singh, the elder brother of Ala Singh, was the
second son of Rama. He was a very pushing youngman and
had carved his principality by dint of his own prowess. He was
married to Begi of village Maur , She gave birth to a son, Jodha.
Jodha was married to Resan of village Ralla. J o d h a died young
without leaving any issue. This proved to be a great shock to
Sabha Singh, who could not survive long after the death of his
*

youthful son.

*

7arikk-i-Siddhu Braran, page 67.
-

ll According to Tazakira-i-Rajgan Phulkian by Mana Singh
Grewal, Kanwar Himmat Singh was born when Ala Singh was in
the imprisonment of Ali Mohammad Khan, who came to Sirhind
in the end of 1745 or in the beginning of 1746. A. D. The
marriage of Resan, Jodha's widow, with Sardul Singh had taken
place just after the death of Sabha Singh, which, therefore,
appears to have occurred in 1744 A. D.
*
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dxasht er- in-law. Resan, wife of Jodna, Ms deceased
son.
Begi and Resan could not pull together. Whera
Ala Singh went to condole the death of his brother,
he found that Resan, the widow of Jodha, was bricked
up in a room by her mother-in-law*. Ala Singh,
therefore, encouraged* Sardul Singh, Ms son, to take
Resan mto wedlock. Sardul Singh hurried to Hadiayaf
and approached Resan with the intention to establish
the matrimonial alliance with her. She agreed to the
proposal and their marriage was solemnized by the
Karewa customt.

r

This marriage is significant in the territorial acquisition of Ala Singh. It brought Mm the estate of his
brother, Sabha Singh. Dodan, Ralia, Hadiaya and Khudd
1
were the important villages annexed by Ala Singh ,
Dodan proved to be an important base for the further
conquest of Bhatti territory. Ala Singh, however, could
not consolidate his newly-acquired possessions owing tc*
changed political conditions at Sirhind.
-L
<

* Tazakira-i-Rajgan-i-Phiflkian by Mana Singh Grewal.
f Bhag Singh, son of Bakhta Singh, also wanted t o mairy
Resan. Risala-i-Rajju Singh.
% The Karewa custom briefly means widow remarriage.
This custom has been abolished
Houses of Nabha, Patiala and Jind.

from

the

Phulkiaa

Tarikh-i-Siddhu Brawn, page 112
g Riaala-i-Rajju Singh
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Maharaja Karam Singh
1813- 1845 A. D. )

-

By the courtesy of His Highness Rajpramukh P.E.P.S.U.
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DARK DAYS
1745—1748 A. D.
The lowest ebb is the kirn of the tide
Longfellow

After the battle of Barnala Ala Singh began to
be considered as one of the powerful chieftains of the
Cis-Sutlej territory as he had acquired many possessions.
But despite all this, like other chieftains of the
territory, he could not shake off the authority of Ali
Mohammad Khan, the powerful Faujdar of Sirhind,
1

whose appointment there cast a spell of gloom over
the career ol Ala Singh.
Ali Mohammad Khan was an upstart. When only
seven or eight years old, he was captured by Daud
Khan Rohilla*, who adopted him as his sonf. Brave
and daring as Ali Mohammad Khan was, he enriched
i

* Rohillas were the inhabitants of the mountaneous region Roh
which extends from Indus to Hindu Kush and includes
Bijour, Kabul, Kandhar and Ghazni. After the second battle
of Panipat they scattered all over the country and some of
them settled at Katehar. During the confusion consequent
upon the death of Aurangzeb many Afghan adventurers of
Roh migrated into India and settled a t Katehar. One such
early emigrant was Daud Khan, then a dependent in the
family of Shahab-ud-din Khan at Torshahamat in Roh.
Journal of Indian History Vol. V Part III.
#

*

f Behari Lall author of Ahwal-i-Nijibudaula, MS., states
that
beautiful son of a Hindu Tat of
village Saddi. He was converted to Islam despite the
bewailing of his p a r e n t s .
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himself by winning laurels for the Faujdar of
Muradabad*. During the confusion consequent upon
*

Nadir's invasion of Afghanistan and India, many
Rohillas flocked around his banner. Taking advantage
of the critical times he increased his power by seizing
the neighbouring parganas. Harnand, a local officer,
was appointed to suppress the Rohilla rebel but Harnand
was defeated, and killed. His war equipments and
property fell into the hands of Ali Mohammad Khanf.
The rise of Ali Mohammad Khan alarmed Safdar
Jang, the Nawab ef Oudh, who considered the rise of
Rohillas a standing threat to his own territory and
wanted to nip the evil in the bud. He induced Emperor
Mohammad Shah to lead an expedition, in person, to
suppress the Rohillas. Mohammad Shah's campaign
i

t

i

against Ali Mohammad Khan revealed the utter
rottenness of the Imperial government and the worthlessness of its military machine!. The Mughal army
that had once conquered the whole India could not
take any effective action against a few thousand Rohillas.
Wazir Qamar-ud-din, who in his heart of hearts, was
on the side of Ali Mohammad Khan, induced the
Emperor to patch up peace with the Rohilla leader.
*

* Fall of Mughal Empire. J. N. Sarkar, Vol. I, page 47.
t Calcutta Review CXXII. 1875.
Calendar of Persian correspondence Vol. IV.
X Anand Ram Mukhlis, who was himself present in the
campaign on the imperial army, states, "Emperor was
humiliated by the reasons of his nobles failing to subdue
this taluqdar of a few villages/'
Tazakira MS.
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Ali Mohammad Khan was asked to surrender. He
was arrested and brought to Delhi in the royal train
in May 1745*. Ali Mohammad Khan remained in the
royal imprisonment for about six months!, after which
the Emperor granted him release and bestowed upon
him the Faujdari of Sirhind. Ali Mohammad Khan
reached Sirhind just about the end of 1745 A. D.
Taking the version of the author of Tarikh-i-Patiala
to be true, Griffin and other writers like Giani Gian
Singh had adopted the following circumstances for the
arrest of Ala Singh at the hands of Ali Mohammad

•Khan^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^Z
"Ala Singh made friends with Ali Mohammad Khan
Rohilla and helped him against Rai Kalha. Rai Kalha

Muasar
Tazakira-i-Anand Ram MS.

t

841.

Vol. I, page 57.
J
•Calcutta Review Vol. CXI.
According to the authors of Gul-i-Rahmat and Gulistan-iRahmat, Ali Mohammad Khan was imprisoned for six months
at Delhi' after which he waited for Kafiz Rahmat for five
months and then he proceeded towards Sirhind. This does
not appear to be correct. The stay of Ali Mohammad Khan
for about a year is not confirmed by any other authority.
Mohammad
lm
Khan stayed at Delhi for a few months. The author of
Muasur-ul-Umara also confirms the short stay of Ah
Mohammad at Delhi. J. N. Sarkar states : - A l i Mohammad
was now removed from the scene of his mischievous activity,
detained at Delhi for " some months " and finally sent off
to Sirhind as its Faujdar."

if Mughal Empire Vol, hpage
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was defeated and he fled to Pakpattan and his brother
Mukhan Khan was killed. But the Sikh Chief was too
independent to be on good terms with AH Mohammad
Khan for a long period. After the campaign against
Rai Kalha, Ala Singh sought permission from Ali
Mohammad Khan to go to his place. But he was
imprisoned in 1741 A. D.*"
The above statement establishes the following
conclusions I
Ala Singh was imprisoned by Ali Mohammad
Khan in 1741 A. D.
(ii) Ala Singh helped Ali Mohammad Khan against
Rai Kalha.
Let us test these conclusions in relation to other
historical events.
*

The above-quoted authorities agree that Ala Singh
was arrested by Ali Mohammad Khan Rohilla and they
hold that the imprisonment of Ala Singh took place in
1741, which is highly improbable. It is agreed on all
hands that Ali Mohammad Khan was appointed the
Faujdar of Sirhind in 1745 A. D.f. It is, therefore,
not borne out by facts that Ali Mohammad Khan
arrested Ala Singh in 1741 A. D.
After the arrival of Ali Mohammad Khan at Sirhind
* The Rajas of the Punjab, page 20.
Tarikh-i-Patiala, page 47.
Raj Khalsa-Giani Gian Singh, page 15.
Punjab States Gazetteer Part A. Introductian, page, (iii)
t Tazakira-i.Anand Ram.
Fall of Mughal Empire Vol I.

60

his general, Hafiz Rehmat, led the punitive expedition
against Kai Kalha. Hafiz Rehmat's son, Mustajab Ali
has written Gulistan-i-Rehmat in which he describes
in details the campaign against Rai Kalha. In this
campaign Hafiz Rehmat was assisted by Dundi Khan
and Buddo Khan. Ali Mohammad Khan remained at
Sirhind and directed fresh Rohilla troopers, which
reached Sirhind, to accompany Hafiz Rehmat. As
stated in Gulistan-i-Rehmat Jamal Khan of Maler Kotla
also joined hands against Rai Kalha. There is no mention
of Ala Singh's help to Ali Mohammad Khan or to Hafiz
Rehmat against Rai Kalha.
It cannot be presumed that the omission is just
accidental because from the same source we learn that
Ala Singh was the first person to be invited to Sirhind
just after the arrival of Ali Mohammad Khan there.
*

1

i

Gulistan-i-Rehmat and Gul-i-Rehmat give us the
following chain of events regarding Ali Mohammad
Khan's stay at Sirhind :
"On reaching Sirhind Ali Mohammad Khan summoned
the refractory zimindars Ala Jat, Pahara Mai of Raj pur,
Rai Kalha, Nigahia Mai, chief of Jodhmansur, and
others to attend at his place and to pay arrears oi
revenue due from them on pain of expulsion from their
estates. To the summons they indignantly answered
that they were a different class of people from those
whom he had subjugated in Kutehar, and that they were
to follow the example of his predecessor in office. They
would make a reasonable settlement but, if not, they
were ready to meet him in the field. Ali Mohammad got
enraged at this message and he would immediately have
61

*

marched against them in person but was persuaded to
permit Hafiz Rehmat to make a first trial of strength
with them. Accordingly Hafiz accompanied by Dundi
Khan and Buddo Khan each at the head of three
, thousand horses and foot marched to Raipur to attack
Pahara Mai, who had assembled twelve thousand men
to oppose him. The Afghans divided into four parties
and surrounded the village while Hafiz personally
attacked the fort with five hundred chosen men. The
simultaneous attack of these five divisions so distracted
the villages that they left the gate open. The
fort being entered in by the Afghans, Pahara Mai's
followers were defeated with great slaughter. The
plunder found in the fort was considerable and two
thousand five hundred persons were made prisoners.
Jamal Khan of Maler Kotla with five hundred men
having joined Hafiz Rehmat, the combined forces
marched to Jodhpore (Jodhmansur) and defeated the
forces of Nigahia Mai, taking him prisoner. The
arrears of revenue amounting to sixty five thousand
rupees were immediately recovered. Rai Kalha, the
principal zimindar, was in possession of a strong
fortress. The force under Hafiz was considerably
increased by the fresh influx of the Rohillas. While
the Afghans were yet a day's march distant, Rai Kalha
took to flight leaving the defence of the fort to his
brother Makhan Khan, who held out for two days, but
surrendered when preparations were made for storming
it. Rai Kalha on hearing of this disaster consented
to pay the arrears demanded, of one million and thirty
thousand rupees. After these examples Ali Mohammad
*

*
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Khan found no difficulty in realizing the revenue of
the province."
From the above chain of events the following conclusions can be drawn :—
*

(i) Prominent persons among those who were
summoned to Sirhind by Ali Mohammad Khan
were Ala Singh, Pahara Mai, Nigahia Mai and
Rai Kalha.
*

m

(ii) Punitive expeditions were undertaken against
Pahara Mai, Nigahia Mai and Rai Kalha
because they did not come to Sirhind in
response to Ali Mohammad's summons.
*

I

(iii) Ala Singh's name is the first among those who
were invited. We do not hear anything
about him afterwards.
It has been accepted by various authorities
that Ala Singh was arrested by Ali Mohammad
Khan. Circumstantial evidence as stated above leads
us to conclude that Ala Singh was arrested when in
response to Ali Mohammad Khan's call he went to
Sirhind. Had Ala Singh not responded to the call of
Ali Mohammad Khan, some military action would
certainly have been taken against him just as it was
taken against Rai Kalha,.Pahara Mai and Nigahia Mai.
*

This conclusion is further confirmed by the author of
Ahwal-i-Najibuddaula (Persian Manuscript written in
April 16, 1787 A. D.) in which it is stated that Ala
Singh was summoned to Sirhind and was arrested
*

63
*

there*. Later on Ala Singh was interned in the Sunam
Fortf.
After the arrest of Ala Singh, Barnala was plundered
and his family was rendered destitute. During these
dark days Himmat Singh, the grandson of Ala Singh,
was born of Resan, the second wife of Sardul Singh J.
financial
difficulties
family
faced
g
Ala Sin
during his imprisonment. AH Mohammad Khan had
His
deprived the family of its property and wealth
policy of loot and plunder in the territory of Sirhind
Ala
has rightly been described as " half robbery
Singh remained under confinement for more than two
years i. e: from the end of 1745 to the beginning of
1748 A. D.
*

*

about
by
The release of Ala Singh was brought
b
Karam Singh. He was one of the descendants of Sema,
the half brother of Roop Chand, the father of PhuL
Sema had two sons, Chain Singh and Alam Singh. The
latter had a grandson Karam Singh alias Karma.
The line of Sema and the descendants of Rama
i
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Ahwal-i-Najibuddaula Ali Mohammad Khan, wa Dondi Khan,
page 35, Transcribed copy Khalsa College, Amritsar.
t Tarikh-i-Patiala page 47. • .
X Tarikh-i-Rajgan Patiala •Mana Singn Grewal and Bira Singh
lr Calcutta Review CXXII.
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were hereditary enemies. Rama had killed Chain Singh,
whose sons had subsequently finished Rama. The law
of nemesis took its course and the sons of Rama, Sabha
Singh and Ala Singh, in order to wreak vengeance for
the death of their father, killed Bira and Kamala, the
assasins of Rama*. Ugarsen, the brother of Bira and
e
Kamala, sought safety in flight to Sema. The villag
Sema was also destroyed and the descendants of Sema
were turned out of Mehrajf, their ancestral village.
Alam Singh, the brother of Chain Singh, had a grandson,
Karam Singh alias Karma.
When Ala Singh was confined in Sunam fort,
Karma found it a good opportunity to bring about
rapprochement between the two warring families. He
planned the flight of Ala Singh with the help of Jiwan
Singh RandhawaJ and others. Karma himself went
into the fort and there he took the seat of Ala Singh
and wore his dress. Ala Singh came out secretly
and reached the appointed place. Tammak\\ was beaten
as a signal for the safe arrival of Ala Singh. On
hearing the sound of the Tammak Karma jumped out
of the fort and joined the party. Now the party
The
sound
of
the
d towards village Long
and
Tammak had made the watchmen of the fort alert
they smelt that there was something wrong. Soon after
they came to know that Ala Singh had escaped.
* The Rajas of the Punjab, Griffin, page 15.
t Tarikh-t-Pattala, page 39.
% Raj Khalsa, Giani Gian Singh, page 15,
U Tammak was a sort of drum used for sounding alarm.
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A small force which was kept in the fort for the
sake of protection set out to pursue the absconders.
By that time Ala Singh had received reinforcement
and safely reached Longowal. The pursuing army was
defeated* and was compelled to retire.
*

This action of Karma's self-sacrifice for Ala Singh's
release had a great effect in ending the family feud.
Now Ala Singh and his brothers allowed the line of
Sema to settle at their ancestral village Mehraj and
their due share of land was given to themf,
•

I

AH Mohammad Khan, the Faujdar of Sirhind, does
not appear to have taken any action against Ala Singh
on account of his flight from the Sunam fort. The
only reason for his keeping quiet was that he himself
was preparing to leave Sirhind. The rumour was
abroad about Ahmad Shah Abdali's invasion of India
and Ali Mohammad Khan fled away from Sirhind in the
middle of February 1748 A. D.{.
t

1

* According to Giani Gian Singh the following persons
. helped in defeating the pursuing force^r-Jiwan Singh and
Jodha Singh of village Sheron, Fateh Singh 3unami, Ladha
Singh, Ram Datt Singh, Diwan Darya Singh, Haria Singh
Sekhon, Gurbaksh Singh, Asa Singh Kaleke, Bhoga Singh
of Longowal, Boota Singh, Jhandu Singh etc.
t Raj Khalsa, Giani Gian Singh, page 15.
% Muasar-ul-Umara, page 841.
Fall of Mughal Empire Vol. I, page 65.
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ALA SINGH'S AID TO PRINCE AHMAD
IN THE BATTLE OF MANUPUR
1748
A pound of pluck is worth a ton of luck.
A. Garfield.

When Ala Singh escaped from the fort of Sunam,
the political horizon of the Punjab was overcast with
the clouds of Ahmad Shah* Abdali's invasionf. The
conquest of Peshawar by Abdali and his intended
march towards Lahore disturbed the political set up.
at Sirhind. In order to profit from the disorder to
be caused by Abdali's invasion Ali Mohammad Khan,
Fajudar of Sirhind, left his post of his own accord
and reached his original territory, Katehar. By doing
so he killed two birds with one stone. Firstly, had
he been at Sirhind he might have been pressed by
Wazir Qamar-ud-din to fight against Ahmad Shah
Abdali, a man of his own nationality. Secondly, by
his flight from Sirhind he avoided the payment of
dues to the Imperial treasury which he otherwise could
• Ahmad Shah was born at Herat in 1723 A. D. and was
crowned at Kandhar in Oct. 1747 and died in 1773 A. D .
Muqdma Ahnad
Shah Saba, published by Maqtab-iAmomia-Kabul (Afghanistan,)
| An ancestor of Ahmad was a disciple of saint Khwaja Abu
Ahmad Abdal of Chishti order and so pleased his master by
his devotion that the holy man blessed him and called
him "Abdal", a word which means a man free from earthly
bonds by reason of his close communication with God.
Ahmad Shah also took the title of Durr-i-Durrani or Pearl
among Pearls and hence his dynasty is also called Durrani.
Tarikh+i~Hussain Shahi, MS., page 4-5,
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not refuse*. Ahmad Shah Abdali's invasion, Ali
Mohammad's departure from Sirhind and Delhi Government's defensive measures gave Ala Singh the
opportunity to display his bravery and tact.
On hearing about the invasion of India by Ahmad
Shah, the Mughal Emperor,
Mohammad
Shah
(1719-1748 A. D.), deputed his son, Prince Ahmad, to
check the progress of the invader. The Prince moved
towards Sirhind with a powerful army. After making
Sirhind the base for the supply of food and ammunition he marched towards Machhiwaraf in order to
arrest the advance of the invader!. Ahmad Shah
Abdali proved very shrewd and successfully dodged the
Imperial army by crossing the Sutlej at Ludhiana.
He reached Sirhind by night march. The Mughal
garrison were taken unawares. They offered feeble
resistance, after which they surrendered. The treasury,
artillery and women left by the Imperial army were
* The author of Gulistan-i-Rahmat gives the reasons for the
departure of Ali Mohammad Khan from Sirhind in the
following words :
*

" When Mohammad Shah was busy preparing to offer
resistance, he was afraid t h a t Ali Mohammad Khan might
*

join Ahmad ohah, with his twenty thousand troops. When
the matter was brought before the Wazir for consultation,
the Wazir suggested to issue the orders of the transfer of Ali
Mohammad Khan from Sirhind to Kutehar. Mohammad
Shah liked the suggestion and issued the orders.
\ Machhiwara and Ludhiana were two important ferries for
crossing the Sutlej.
r

x
Tarikh-i-Afghana by Syed Zahural Hassan, page 18.
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captured by Abdali. On hearing of this, the Prince
immediately beat a hurried retreat from Machhiwara
side and reached Manupur and entrenched himself
there for the fight which continued for sixteen days*.
Ala Singh played a prominent part during this fight
against Ahmad Shah Abdali. The war strategy of
the Imperial army was to cut off the supplies of Abdali's
forces and ultimately overpower them. It was during
the economic blockade of the invader that Ala Singh
exhibited extraordinary courage and pluck. When the
Afghan parties came out from their camp to procure
their food grains by loot and plunder from the surrounding villages, Ala Singh along with Rai Kalha used
to fall upon them and deprive them of their booty.
The Afghan troopers who came out on such expeditions
were so much harassed and teased that Ahmad Shah
Abdali ordered that every foraging party should be
accompanied by a military contingent!.
Ala Singh's efforts to make successful the economic
* Tarikh-i-Hussain Sbahi, MS., page 21.
Risala-i-Ahwal-i-Nanak Shah Darwesh by Budh Singh, MS.,
page 16.
Ram
who
was
the
contemporary
writer
and
who
t
was present in the battle, writes :

S

y?
\

4» •

\y
Tazakira-i-Anand Ram MS., page 271,
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blockade of Abdali's army did not remain unrecognized
and unrewarded. Prince Ahmad greatly appreciated
the courage, valour and audacity of Ala Singh and
rewarded him with a robe of honour Khilat after the
successful termination of war*. Ahmad Shah Abdali
retired to his own countryf.
The imperial robe of honour granted to Ala Singh
removed the stigma of hrs imprisonment and raised
his prestige in the eyes of the chieftains of the area.
It increased his self-confidence and encouraged him
for further conquest and expansion of his territories.
*

/

* Tazakira-i-Anand Ram page 271. In short the army of
Ahmad Shah Abdali could not face the enemy and turned
their forces towards Kabul and Kandhar and Mohammad
Taqi, his commander-in-chief, was killed. The Prince and
other Indian nobles, keeping in view the death of Wazir
Qammar-ud-din, did not pursue the enemy and called halt on
theSutlej.
Bian-i-Waqia-i-Abdul Kaxim, MS.
| In the battle of Manupur Wazir Qammar-ud-din, was shot
dead by a bullet shot. His son Mir Mannu plucked courage
and led the attack on the Abdali army. Some pieces of
artillery which Abdali had secured from Lahore after the
flight of Shah Niwaz Khan (son of Zakaria Khan) caught
fire creating confusion and panic in the Abdali army.
Ultimately the Prince and Mir Mannu were victorious and
Abdali retired to his own country after crossing the Sutlej.
For details vide Fall of Mughal Empire Vol. I, page 207, to
232.
9
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EXTENSION OF TERRITORIES
1748-1754 A. D.
Good luck is the willing handmaid of upright and
energetic character.
Lowell.
As soon as Ala Singh was free from the battle of
Manupur he turned his attention towards Jodha*, the
ruler of Bhatinda, who had been active in exciting
•

•

among his subjects during his imprisonment.
The Sabo Jats of villages Uba, Ghuman, the surrounding villages of Kutiwal, Bhaini and Churwali, were
encouraged by Jodha to throw off the allegiance of
Ala Singhf. The latter was successful in suppressing
the revolt of his subjects and now he was on the
lookout to give punishment to the instigator. Jodha
had offended Ala Singh in another way too. He had
intended to marry the fiance of Bhai Gurbaksh Singh,
the friend of Ala Singh. When the latter came to
know of his nefarious designs he sent him a word
through his nephew, Baga Mai (son of Dunna Singh),
to desist from this action. Paying no heed to this,
Jodha brought that girl (daughter of Gainda Chahil)
into his matrimonial alliance. This led to an attack
by Ala Singh and his friend Gurbaksh Singh|. They
•

r

I

*

*

~<

* Jodha was a son of Sukha, son of Kapura, of Kot Kapura.
Jodha succeeded his father in 1731 A. D . He fought against
Ala Singh and Maharaja Amar Singh. He was killed in a
fight against Maharaja Amar Singh in 1768. A. D.
The Rajas of the Punjab, page 604.
JMaharaja Ala Singh (Gurmukhi) by Karam Singh, pages 141-142
% Aina-i-Brar Bans, Vol. 3, page 321.
Tarikh-i-Patial'a, page 51.
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also invited the Khalsa Dais* to their side. Jodha
could not face the combined forces, which exacted a
tribute from his territory. The villages of Chak
Bhucho and Gobindpura were conquered and subsequently assigned to Bhai Gurbaksh Singhf.
After the chastisement of Jodha, Ala Singh turned
his attention to the consolidation of Dodan. Dodan,
(modern Bhawani Garh), was originally founded by
Sabha Singh*, the elder brother of Ala Singh. But
soon he was removed by the cruel hand of death.
After his death Dodan passed into the hands of Ala
Singh, who decided to build a stronghold there. But
he was opposed by Farid Khan, a powerful man of
the locality.
Farid Khan resided in the village of Kakra||, two
miles from Dodan. He considered Ala Singh's
possession so near his village, as very dangerous and
* Mir Manna, son of Wazir Qamar-ud-din, in reward for his
courageous action in the battle of Manupur was appointed
the governor of Lahore in March 1748. With his accession
to power in the Panjab there issued a severe wave of the
persecution of the Sikhs. The Sikhs mostly retired to the
territory South of the Sutlej. When Ala Singh and his
friend Bhai Gurbaksh Singh came to know about their
arrival, they persuaded them to fight against Jodha.
f Tarikh-i-Patiala, page 52.
I

X Risal-i-Rajju Singh (Persian manuscript).
*

li Kakkar is the name of an Afghan tribe and the village Kakra
was founded by members of that tribe, hence the village was
k a o w n h y t h a t name.
Tarikh-i-Hayat-i-Afghwa.

1Z-
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decided to oust him from Dodan. He was fully
aware that he alone could not fight against the
rising Sikh chief. In order to enlist help against his
enemy, he set out to Samana*, the Pargana headquarter. On the way Amar Singh, an official of Ala
>Singh, fell upon Farid Khan. In the scuffle that
followed, Farid Khan was killed and his companions
fled. The estate of Farid Khan which constituted
about one fourth of the Pargana of Samana, was
annexed. The neighbouring villages were also conqueredf. A fort was constructed at Dodan. Around
the fort there grew up a prosperous town which later
came to be known as Bhawani GarhJ. This fort
proved very important base for further extension of
his territories towards Munak.
to

The conquest of Munak is associated with the
military exploits of Lai Singh, the youngest son of
Ala Singh. Lai Singh once requested his father to
ft

grant him some Jagir. Ala Singh, tactful as he was,
replied, "You are a young Brar||, cannot you conquer
* Samana is 17 miles South-West of Patiala. Tradition avers
that it was enlarged and named by the fugitives of
Samana dynasty of Persia- Later it was named as Kurarn.
Punjab States Gazetteer, page 204\
•

t Tarikh-i-Patiala, page 49.
% Giani Gian Singh, Raj Khalsa, page 16.
I According to the custom of the time, the title of Brar, goes
to the descendants of the eldest son of Siddhu, Brar, the
ancestors of the Rajas of Faridkot. But the line of Maharaja
Ala Singh belonged to Paur, the younger brother of Brar.
The Paur's descendant* also took pride in calling themselves
Brar.
*

*

73

.

some territory yourself." This remark greatly pricked
Lai Singh, who determined to conquer some area*.
Prior to the rise of Ala Singh Munak was included
in the Pargana of Tohanaf and was held by Sardar
Khan, a Muslim Rajput of the locality. Owing to
the confusion which followed Nadir's invasion and the
weakening of the Mughal Government, the inroads of
the Bhatti marauders had increased. The inhabitants
of Munak sought the help of Abu Khan and Salim
Khan, who came there and established their influence
at Munak. Some time after, Sardar Khan felt jealous
of the power and influence of the new-comers. He,
therefore, pursuaded Lai Singh to oust Abu Khan and
Salim Khan from Munak}.
Lai Singh was already on the lookout to conquer
some territory. He agreed to the proposal and sent
a force with Sardar Khan. Abu Khan and Salim Khan
were away from the fort. Taking advantage of the
absence of the enemies, Sardar Khan led a night attack
with 300 horsemen, and occupied the fort. He
informed about his success to Lai Singh, who hurried
to reinforce him. Abu Khan and Salim Khan had no
courage left to oppose the occupation. This happened
in 1750 A. D.jj.
The fort of Munak proved to be one of the most
important bases for carrying on war into the Bhatti
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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•
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*

* Tazakira-i-Khandan-i-Rajaha-i Phulkian.
t Boundary Dispute Correspondence—Vol. 1, page 739.
% Ibid.
| Ibid.
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territory. Ala Singh took special measures to keep
a large force there. For all the subsequent battles
with the Bhattis like the battle of Khudal and the
battle of Rampura, Ala Singh used this fort as his
military base. Moreover, with the conquest of Munak
Lai Singh resettled and occupied the neighbouring
territories.
Munak was linked with the territory of Tohana,
which was under the ultimate control of Kamgar Khan.
Nawab of Farrukh Nagar*. Kamgar Khan sent Bahadur
Khan, one of his employeest, to collect revenue
*

m

* About the year 1718 Hariana was granted in Jagir to Rukanud-Daula, who in his turn made over the greater part of it
to the management of the Baluch noble, Faujdar Khan. He
was made in 1732 A. D. the Nawab of Farrukh Nagar (in
Gurgaon District) with a territory which embraced the whole
of the present districts of Hissar, Rohtak and a part of
Gurgaon Distt. Faujdar Khan died in 1747 and was succeeded
his son Kamgar Khan, who retained his possession uptil
1760.
Rohtak Gazettoer, page 182.
*

*

t

Muhhalasullwarikh, Syed Farzand Ali, MS. Persian Trns. copy,
Khalsa College, page 53.
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from the territory of Hissar. When Bahadur Khaa
reached Tohana, Lai Singh left Munak and its surrounding territory*. Bahadur Khan exacted tributes from
the area and left Tohana after a few months. Immediately after his departure, Lai Singh returned to
Munak and reoccupied his possessions. He resettled the
following villages :
Salemgarhf,
(ii) Kularian.
(iii) Lalun.
(iv) Dhamtan.
(v) Lawan.
(vi) Khari.
(vii) Peepal Theh.
(viii) Balupur.
(ix) Bel Rekhan.
(x) SurjanJ
So long as Lai Singh was alive he took keen interest
in the administration of this territory but after his
death in 1757 A. D.Jj the territory came under the
direct control of Ala Singh.
*

The conquest of Munak and Samana brought immense
popularity to Ala Singh. He began to be looked upon
as the most powerful man of the area. The villages
which came under Ala Singh prospered because the
Had Jawab-i-Wukala-i-Raja of Patiala dar Mukadma-i-Munak,
page 789, Boundary Dispute Correspondence Vol. 1.
J Salemgarh was founded by Salem Khan who was ousted
from Munak by Lai Singh. After his conquest of Munak,
Lai Singh occupied this village.
Statement [dated 7-12-1830) of Ram Karam S\o Dharrna of village
Kularian.
Boundary Dispute Correspondence VoL II.
X Representation of Kapur Singh, Vakil of Maharaja of
Patiala. Boundary Dispute Correspendence.
H Maharaja Ala Singh, Karin Singh (Gurmukhi) page 170.
•

>
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villagers had a sense of safety from dacoits and Bhatti
raids. In those chaotic times Ala Singh had sufficient
force and strength to protect the territories under him.
His founding of Longowal, Chhajli, Dirba and Uba was
a sufficient proof of his deep interest in the peasants of
the area. Moreover his secular outlook which was
demonstrated by his help even of the deserving
Muslims*, won him the sympathies of the Muslim
Zamindars outside his control. Mohammad Saleh Khokhar
of Pargana Sanaur, also known as Chaurasi because
it consisted of 84 (eighty four) villages, was an ardent
admirer of Ala Singh. He persuaded the Zamindars
of his Pargana to accept the overlordship and protection of Ala Singh. His advice was accepted and
presents were made to the Sikh chieftain as a token
of their submission. Ala Singh appointed Gurbaksh
Singh Kaleke, a cousin of his wife, to the control of the
newly acquired territory-)".
*

*

In order to consolidate the newly acquired territory
Ala Singh wanted to build a stronghold in the territory
of Sanaur.
There was a small village Pattan Wala (Theh), three
miles from Sanaur. Ala Singh encouraged Gurbaksh
-ingh Kaleke to build a fort there. In 1753 A. D.
Gurbaksh Smgh built a mud fort at the site, (which is
now known as Garhi Sodhian in Patiala) and stationed
* Tarikh-i-Patiala, states that Lakhna Dogar, a Muslim, was
the Commander-in-Chief of the army of Maharaja Ala Singh.
|

* Tarikh-i-Patiala, page 50.
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there one thousand soldiers*. Gradually a prosperous
town grew up there. Subsequent events, especially the
sack of Sirhind and the death of Zain Khan, the Faujdar
of Sirhind, favoured further growth of this town, which
was made the capital of the State in the closing years
of Ala Singh.

* Tarikh-i-Pattala, page 50.
The Rajas of the Punjab, page 21.
Latif's History of the Punjab, page 327.
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VICTORY OVER THE BHATTIS
*
*

None but the brave deserve the fair.
.-

Dryden.
*

a

*

The political exigencies of the time greatly favoured
Ala Singh in his war against the Bhattis. The death
of Mir Mannu (Nov. 1753), the Governor of the
Lahore Province, marked the end of the ruthless
persecution of the Sikhs. It replaced the vigorous
Government of Mir Mannu (1748-1753 A. D.) by the
weak and imbecile rule of Mughlani Begum and her
infant son. The Sikhs, who during the regime of
Mannu had retired to the hills and jungles, came out
from their haunts, with stirring faith in their ultimate
success. Consequently, the year 1754 witnessed the
revival of Sikh power. The Sikhs for the first time,
after Banda, (Singh) Bahadur, felt strong enough to
destroy the city, which had been desecrated by the holy
blood of the sons of the Guru. Sirhind was sacked
and looted in 1754 A. D.* After the sack of Sirhind,
the Sikhs marched towards the village, Thikriwalaf
(near Barnala), where the Sikh Dais were welcomed
and served by Ala Singh and Bhai Gurbaksh Singh.
Ala Singh sought their assistance against his enemies,
the Bhatti Rajputs.of Buddhlada.
The Bhatti chiefs, Inayat Khan and Walayat Khan
of Buddhlada, used to carry on their depredations into
i

•

* Kaifiat-i-Lakhnaur Sahib quoted by Karavn Singh, Maharaja
Ala Singh (Gurmukhi), page 159.
t Paath Parkash,— Rattan Singh, page 220.
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the territory of Ala Singh. The prominent inhabitants
of Longowal, Bigha Mai, Daulata and Hari Chand,
approached their ruler to protect his settlements against
the Bhatti inroads. Ala Singh decided to chastise the
Bhattis when the Dal Khalsa arrived there. With a
force of tea thousand men from the Dal Khalsa and two
thousand of his own, Bhai Gurbaksh Singh marched
towards Buddhalada and besieged it. The besiegers
ht
the
help
of
Mohammad
Amin
Khan
of
Bhat
o
the most powerful Bhatti chief of his time, but with
no response. After some minor skirmishes for two days,
the besieged emerged from the fort to fight out the
besiegers. In the fight that ensued, the Bhattis were
eventually defeated. Inayat Khan, and Walayat Khan
were killed along with their 700 men.
Sikhs were lost in the battle. Buddhlada and Boha
passed into the hands of Ala Singh. After four years
he bestowed these possessions on Bhai Gurbaksh
Singh*. The conquest of Buddhlada and Boha gave
Ala Singh an impetus to extend his territories into the
parganas of Tohana and Jamalpur.
Prior to the rise of Ala Singh, Tohana was the
Pargana headquarter under Mir Ashad Ali Khan
Baloch, who used to collect revenue from Tohana and
the surrounding territory. Jamalpur was also a Pargana]
/

* Tarikh-i-Patiala, page.53.
Boundary Dispute Correspondence
page 643.

Vol. I,

Rad-Jawab,

t Statement of Ghulam Farid Khan of Tohana, dated August
11, 1820. Boundary Dispute Correspondence Vol. I.
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headquarter under the two brothers Shams-ul-din, and
Hassan Ullah. Both these Parganas were under the
ultimate control of Nawab Kamgar of Farrukhnagar
and his agent Bahadur Khan exacted tribute from
these two Parganas on behalf of the Nawab uptil 1751
A. D.*.
After the conquest ©f Buddhlada and Boha, Bhai
Gurbaksh Singh led the Dal Khalsa to Tohana and
Jamalpur. The inhabitants of Jamalpur fearing the
inroads of the Sikh bands had sought the protection
of Mohammad Amin Khan Bhatti of Bhatner and he
had stationed there some force. But that force could
not stand against the Sikhs, who exacted tribute and
these two parganas were annexed to Ala Singh's
territory!.
The defeat and death of Inayat Khan, and Walayat
* Statement of Karam Alt. Boundary Dispute Correspondence
Vol. I, page 132.
t Statement of Ghulam Farid K h a n . Boundary Dispute
Correspondence Vol, I, page 31, According to S. N.
Bannerji-"Conquest of Hfssar" (Patiala Post July, 1945)
Tohana and Jamalpur were leased out to Ala Singh for
two years and later on Nawab of Farrukhnagar gave on
payment of ninety thousand rupees these two Parganas to
Ala Singh. But both of the parties (Chiefs of Patiala and
East India Company) in Boundary Dispute Correspondence
have agreed that Tohana and Jamalpur were first conquered by Bhai Gurbaksh Singh (after the conquest of Boha
and. Buddhlada)^aiid subsequently annexed to Ala Singh's
territory. For more details vide Boundary Dispute Correspondence Vol. I.
•
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Khan and the conquest of Tohana and Jamalpur
by the Sikhs enraged Mohammad Amin Khan.
He considered it not only a great material loss but a
*

great humiliation and insult to the pride of the Bhattis.
He, therefore, enlisted the military aid of the Faujdar
of Hissar and at the head of a large army marched
towards Munak. Ala Singh was also prepared to meet
the enemy in open field. He, therefore, at the head of
a large force marched from Munak to meet the Bhatti
army away from his territory. Both the armies met
at village Khudal, midway between Buddhlada and
Munak. It proved a very contested battle in which
Mohammad Amin Khan lost the day. He had to flee
with great losses*.
'
The battle of Khudal constitutes a landmark in
the territorial acquisition of Ala Singh. A very large
tract of land was added to his dominion along with the
following villages |
•

i

*

(iv)
(viii)

Bahadurpur
(ii)
Shiekhpur Khudal (v)
Manderf.

Khudal (iii) Akbarpur
Jalura (vi) Bareta

The battle of Khudal was the first serious trial of
strength between Ala Singh and the combined forces
of the Bhatti chiefs including the Faujdar of Hissar.
This made it clear that the Sikh chieftain was more than
a match for Mohammad Amin Khan. It made the
i

i

>?—r

wa Mcharaj Kian, MS.
Tarikh-i-Patiala, page 53.
t Halat-i-Muqaddima Nali quoted by Karam Singh, page 165
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Bhatti chief fully realise that it was
to defeat his adversary single-handed. Henceforth we
find him struggling very hard to find allies and enlisting
help against Ala Singh. But the political earthquake
in the Cis-Sutlej territory postponed the armed conflict
with the rising Sikh chief.
*

i

*

*

In the next three years (1755-1758 A. D.) the
territory south of the Sutlej had a very uneasy time.
Within this short period there rose different political
powers of diverse nature. In 1755 A. D.* the territory
was invaded by Qutab Shah|, the Collector of
Saharanpur district. He defeated Sadiq. Beg, who
was the Fanjdar of SirhindJ. Sadiq Beg took refuge
*

*

Taraad
Qutab Khan and other Sar'dars
gained v i c t o r y / '
tt

were

slain,

Adina Beg

J. S. Sarkar, page 24,
< Outab Shah Rohilla in year 1812 B. K. (1755 A. D.)
advanced with formidable army to subdue t h a t country"
Ahwal-i-Adina Beg Khan.
i

Karam Singh in Maharaja Ala Singh had stated t h a t Qutab
Shah invaded Sirhind territory after the Maratha occupation
of the Panjab, which does not appear to be correct.
t Qutab Shah was a collector in Saharanpur District- Imad,
thewazir, confiscated his villages and gave them to the
Marathas. Qutab Shah was greatly enraged and he
along with his soldiers crossed the river J u m n a and b<
to plunder. Imad sent some troops to suppress the rebellion
but they were .defeated and Qutab Shah successfully
marched towards Sirhind.
% The Afghan soldiers of Sadiq joined. Qutab Shah.
Tarikh-i-Alamgir Sani, page 23.
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with Adina Beg, the Faujdar of Jullundur Doab. Qutab
Shah also invaded the Jullundur Doab by crossing
the Sutlej. The Faujdar of Jullundur Doab fought a
defensive war, in which Qutab Shah was defeated*.
Jamal Khan of Maler Kotla was killed in the battle
as an ally of Qutab Shah. As a result of his victory
Adina Beg occupied the Sirhind territory upto Thanesar,
Mustfabad, Kohram and Mansurpurf.
Ala Singh
wisely observed perfect neutrality in the armed conflict
between Adina Beg and Qutab Shah and saved his
territory from destruction. But Adina Beg's occupation
of Cis-Sutlej territory was not to last long.
i

In 1756 the Punjab was again invaded by Ahmad
i

Shah AbdaliJ. This time the Afghan Emperor forcibly
annexed the territories of the Punjab and Sirhind and
left India in 1757 after making the following arrangements of his Indian dominion :
1. The Afghan Emperor appointed his son Timur
Shah as the governor of Lahore and Jahan Khan as his
Wazir
2. Abdul Samad Khan, a Mohammadzai Pathan of
-

*

Tarikh-i-AIamgir Sani, page 25.

t Ibid.
X The Important reasons lor this invasion of Ahmad Shah
Abdali Were :
(i)

Mughlani Begum invited Ahmad Shah Abdali and
promised him huge wealth ;

(ii)

Alamgir 'II invited Ahmad Shah Abdali because
of his virtual confinement by his Wazir.
Shah Aulum by W. Francklin, page 5.
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Peshawar, was appointed governor of the territory south
of the river Sutlej, i. e., governor of Sirhind*.
The conquest of Sirhind territory by the Afghan
Emperor and his appointment of the governor of Sirhind
transferred Ala Singh's territory to the Indian dominion
of Ahmad Shah Abdali. The appointment of the
Abdali governor also affected the Bhatti rivalry with
Ala Singh. Mohammad Amin Khan who had been
defeated in the battle of Khudal was smarting under
the insult and Ala Singh's successful campaigns against
the Bhattis rankled in his eyes. In order to wreak his
long-standing revenge against the Sikh chief, he was
anxious to establish relationship with the new governor.
He, therefore, according to the custom of the time,
gave his daughter in matrimonial alliance to the Pathan
governor and thus after cementing his relationship he
persuaded him to suppress the power of the rising Sikh
chieff.
The immediate cause of the armed conflict was
provided by the flight of Lachhami NarainJ, the
•

* Khalsa Namah, page 39
Tahmas Namah, page 66.
t Tarikh-i-Patiala, page 84.
X Diwan Lachhami Narain was an inhabitant of Jullundur
Doab and was serving as Diwan (Treasurer) of the governor
of Sirhind. He proved to be a sinister figure. He served
three successive governors—Abdul Samad Khan, Sadiq Beg
Khan and Zain Khan. In the beginning he had very cordial
relations with Ala Singh. But later on he poisoned the
ears of the Afghan Emperor against Ala Singh just after th«
bloody battle of K u p , Ghallughara.
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Diwan of Abdul Samad Khan. Owing to some
differences the Diwan quarrelled with his master. He
fled to Sanaur and took shelter with Gurbaksh Singh
Kaleke, Ala Singh's officer in the territory. The governor
of Sirhind was already on the lookout to measure
strength with Ala Singh. He, therefore, marched out
with his forces to punish him for giving protection
to his fugitive. Ala Singh was prepared to meet
the enemy. He too moved his forces to Sanaur. Later
Lachhami Narain was evacuated from Sanaur to
Patiala. But considering the mud fort of Patiala
insecure Ala Singh shifted to the fort of Dodan. Abdul
Samad Khan was in hot pursuit and he besieged
the fort. The besieged proved stronger. They sallied
out and forced back the besiegers. The desultory
warfare continued for some time*. Acting upon the
maxim that discretion is better part of valour, Ala
Singh invited the Marathasf to invade Sirhind. This
clever move had the desired effect. When Abdul
Samad Khan received the report about the Maratha
advance towards Sirhind, he immediately retired to
his headquarters postponing his fight with the Sikh
chieftain to some favourable time.
*

*

Abdul Samad Khan entrenched himself in the fort.
But he could not check the advance of the Marathas.
Sirhind was sacked. He was arrested and taken to

4

* Tarikh-i-Patiala, page 51.
t Vide the chapter " Relations with the Marathas."
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Lahore as prisoner in the Maratha camp*.
When Abdul Samad Khan was busy in his war
against Ala Singh, Mohammad Amin Khan struggled
hard to enlist the support of Prince Ali Gohar against
Ala Singh. Prince Ali Gohar visited the Baluch
settlement at Jhajar and later on he advanced towards
Hissar. The Bhatti chief met him there and solicited
his help against his powerful oppenent. But the Prince
was being hotly pursued by Wazir Imad and he had
to retreat towards Rewari and start his return journey
towards Delhif. He could do nothing. Hence Mohd.
Amin Khan's efforts ended in smoke.
*

*

In order to chase away Prince Ali Gohar, the Wazir
(Ghazi-ud-din Imad) led an expedition to Rewari and
Hissar region dragging the sick Emperor with him.
Prince Ali Gohar had retreated towards Delhi but the
Wazir (Imad) led the Imperial forces to the territory
of Mohammad Amin Khan because the latter had
helped Prince Ali Gohar, the enemy of the Wazir J.
The Bhatti chief fortified himself in the fort of
*

* " Raghunath Rao has gone to Sirhind. He attacked it and
now it is in his possession. Sardars Samant Khan (Abdul
Samad Khan) and Jangbaz Khan, who were in the
city, were wounded. They had been escorted
to
this place and after presentation of their robes and ornaments by them Raghunath Rao had ordered them to be by
his side."
Selection from Peshwa Daflar Vol. 27, letter No. 220.
\ Tarikh-i-Alamgir Sani, page 34.
% Tarildi-i-Alamg/r Sani, page 83-
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Bhatner. The Imperial troops besieged the fort. But
the condition of the besiegers was much worse than
that of the besieged. There was a great scarcity of
food and water in the Imperial Camp. Every day
the Bhattis sallied out from the fort and plundered the
men who went out from Wazir's Camp. At this critical
time Ala Singh approached the Wazir. His political
sagacity suggested it to him to ally himself with Imad
(Wazir) in order to defeat his sworn enemy Mohammad
Amin Khan Bhatti. Ala Singh, therefore, helped the
Wazir by supplying food to the Imperial forces. Later
on the Wazir (Imad) and Alamgir (the Emperor) retired
to Delhi*.
•

:

Politically Ala Singh's help to the Wazir and
Emperor Alamgir Sani was a counter move to the
possible alliance of Prince Ali Gohar with Mohammad
Amin Khan. Moreover Ala Singh with great foresight
helped the Imperial force away from his own territory
and thus saved his principality from the Imperial army's
loot and plunder, which were very common in those
days. Besides this by rendering help to the Imperial
forces again Mohammad Amin Khan he impressed upon
his Bhatti enemy that he was prepared to measure
strength with him too.
Soon after this incident, Abdul Samad Khari, the
former Faujdar of Sirhind who had been arrested
after the fall of Sirhind effected his escape from the
Maratha Camp. He joined his old ally Mohammad
* Tarikh-i-Alamgir Sani, page 83.
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*

Amin Khan. Encouraged by his successful exploits-*
against the Imperial army and after having secured
the alliance of Abdul Samad Khan, the Bhatti Chief
renewed his struggle against Ala Singh. About twenty
thousand Rohillas, Bhattis and Pachadasf were
collected. This huge army marched towards Ala Singh's
territory. The Bhatti hordes gushed out
from
Fatehabad and moved towards Jamalpur, which was
easily conquered. Then they reached the outskirts of
Tohana, which was also ravaged!. Ala Singh on the
other hand was not unaware of the impending danger.
He had made full preparations to meet the Bhattis on
the field. On the approach of the enemy near Ala
Singh's territory, the Sikh forces also marched out from
Munak. The two armies met face to face at the village
Rampura near modern Akalgarh. For the first two
days there were minor skirmishes. On the third day
Ala Singh led a night attack, as a result of which the
Bhatti forces fell into confusion and took to flight.
Mohammad Amin and Abdul Samad Khan were defeated
with great loss of men and material. The battle proved
to be a decisive one and after this the Bhattis did not
*

*

4

*

4

*
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* One night the Bhattis made a night attack on the Imperial^
camp ; many were slain and wounded, and much property
was carried off.
Tarikh-i-Alamgir Sani.
f Pachadas were a sub-clan and were termed
because they had embraced Islam.

as

Bhattis

Sirsa Settlement Report, page 29,
% Tazakira-i-Khandan-i-Raja ha-i-Phulkian,
Tankh-i-Patiala Page 54.
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dare to encroach upon the territory of Ala Singh.
The battle of Rampur is a great landmark in the
career of Ala Singh as it decided many issues. It
established the control of Ala Singh over the disputed
areas. After the battle of Khudal there was a rift
between the two parties of zamindars of Jamalpur. One
party wanted to accept the overlordship of Ala Singh,
while the other party led by Ramzan Ullah Khan
Sheikh wanted to establish the control of Mohammad
Amin Khan. After the battle of Rampur Ala Singh's
control was established over Jamalpur and its surrounding villages*.
His victory in the field of Rampur brought him
many territorial acquisitions. The Tappas\ of Dharsul
and Kheri which consisted of sixteen villages each were
annexed to Ala Singh's territory and their aontrol was
bestowed upon Hira Singh and Beka Singh Sekhon.
Ala Singh also conquered Narwana Kalwan, Dharaundi,
Belrakhan, , Kharl, Peepal theh, Nanaudhi
and
Batumraj, In order to consolidate his newly acquired
possessions Ala Singh extended the fort of Dharsul
and repaired the fort of Shakarpura||.
* Statement
Vol. 4 .

of Surtia,

Boundary Dispute

Correspondence

\ Tappa was a sub-division of Pargana. The villages included
in Tappa lay within a ring fence and the boundaries of
lappas followed closely the distribution of tribes.
Rohtak District Land Revenue Settlement Report, page 30.
\ Halat-i-Muqaddima Nali—quoted by Karam Singh.

U Ibid.

'
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*

The battle of Rampur brought for Ala Singh the era
of sovereignty. Previously Ala Singh did not own any
big fort. He had only conquered villages, resettled
land and consolidated his possessions by building mud
forts there. After the battle of Rampur Ala Singh
occupied the Sunam fort, a fort which enabled him to
claim himself the position of a big chief.
*

This grand victory brought Ala Singh immense
glory, prestige, power and numerous territorial acquisitions.

91

RELATIONS WITH THE MARATHAS
(1758-1761 A. D.)
Friendship is a sheltering tree.
Coleridge.
*

Ala Singh had very close contacts with the Marathas.
No Sikh Chief has been so frequently mentioned in the
Marathi records (especially of the Abdali period) as Ala
(Singh) Jat. The scrutiny of some of the Marathi
letters leads us to conclude that Ala Singh was a
close friend and ally of the Marathas and had helped
them through thick and thin. Long before the Maratha
occupation of the Punjab (May 1758), Ala Singh was
known to the Marathas as is clear from the Marathi
letter dated March-April 1757, the translation of which
is given below :—
t

" From Vasudeva Dikshita to Peshwa. Nagar Mai
the representative of Salabat Jang at Delhi has
despatched a pair of messengers that reached Aurangabad
after eighteen days and started from Salabat Jang's
Camp. Valji, the chief messenger, orally gave out
the news brought by the pair ; while the Pathan's son,
(Timur, son of Ahmad Shah Abdali) was carrying away,
the treasure, Ala Jat, the resident of Sirhind (a place
about two hundred miles from Delhi) and the Sikhs
of the sect of Nanak united together and overpowered
the Pathan's son by blocking his way. They completely
snatched away his treasure ; again attacked and
plundered him at Maler K o t l a V
* Selection from Peshwa Daftar, Vol, 21, letter No. 116.
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The friendship of Ala Singh with the Marathas can
be traced back to his invitation to the Marathas to expel
the Afghans from his country. When Ala Singh was
besieged by Abdul Samad Khan, the Faujdar of
Sirhind, Ala Singh invited the Marathas* to invade
the Cis-Sutlej territory. His deep understanding of
the political game suggested it to him that the march
of Marathas to his country would react favourably
because in the case of Maratha occupation of the
territory he would be free from Abdul Samad Khan,
who bore great enmity towards him. The invitation
of Ala Singh had the desired effect. The Marathas,
who had gained a brilliant victory over Najibf by
their conquest of Delhi, were already thinking of
1

*

* *

Kagzflt-i-Bhagwant Rat quoted by Karam Singh in Maharaja
Ala Singh (Gurmukhi) page 174-75* It is stated there that
when Raghu Nath Rao reached Sarai Vanjara he sent for
the vakils of Ala Singh. When Ladha Mai, Ala Singh's
vakil came to attend Raghunath Rao the latter took hira
aside'and asked Ladha Ma!£ why Ala Singh had not come to
receive them and told him that they had been invited by
him.
t In August 1757 after the departure of Ahmad Shah Abdali
to his country the politics of Delhi had a turn in which
Marathas played an important part. The Afghan Emperor
i

*

before his departure appointed Najib the Commander.inChief of the army, and he had grown all powerful. The
Wazir of Almgir II, being jealous of his power, invited the
Marathas to support his authority. Consequently Delhi
was conquered by the Marathas and their brilliant success
led them to further conquest of the Punjab.
i

*
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extending their way to the North.
for the conquest of the Punjab.

They marched out

*

The Maratha invasion* of the Punjab began in the
month of January 1758 and the Maratha army marched
towards Sirhind. The close approach of the Marathas
greatly alarmed Abdul Samad Khan, who was at that
time beseiging Ala Singh. He speedily raised the
seige and hurried to Sirhind, where he set himself to
repairing the fort and digging defensive trenches.

\

Ala Singh played a significant part in the Maratha
conquest of Sirhind. He not only invited the Marathas
to his country but also sent his representative, Ladha
Mai and Biram Dhillon, to receive them on his behalff.
The sack of Sirhind, the accursed city which had
witnessed the ghastly murder of the Tenth Guru's sons,
was considered to be the sacred duty of the Sikhs.
Knowing this, Adina Beg invited the Sikhs for the
expedition. The fort of Sirhind was easily captured by
the Sikhs and the town was plundered. The Marathas
_

\
0

* There was another cause for Maratha march towards Sirhind.
When the month of Jamadi-ul-Awal began (January 11,
1758), news came that when Malhar's family went for the
i

*
*

bath at Thanesar and other places, the soldiers of Abdul
Samad Khan, Governor of Sirhind, besieged them at
Shahabad ; in the battle many Afghans were slain and
wounded ; the Marathas captured many horses.
Tarikh-i-Alamgir Sani, page 151.
t Letter of Ladha Mai and Bika Singh ; quoted by Karara
Singh.
a
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'.

reached on the second day of the conquest*. On the
arrival of the Marathas, the Sikhs mostly retired,
leaving the town in the hands of the Marathas. The
town was looted and plundered for full eight daysf.
The Maratha occupation of the Punjab and the
Cis-Sutlej territory was not to be tolerated by the
Afghan Emperor. It was a great blow to his power
and prestige. As soon as he was free from his Western
frontier, he led his legions across the Indus. Sambha
i finding himself too weak to confront the Afghans
fell back from Lahore, which was occupied by Jehan
KhanJ, The officers appointed by the Marathas like
Sadiq Beg Khan, the Faujdar of Sirhind, and Adina
Beg's widow and son fled away from their places to
Delhi at the report of the advance of the Afghans.
*

*

'J^^SJjSJlfi&JlJ^'lJf^J^^
Shah Alam Namah byGhvdam AH. page 56.

*
*

aa»rea g«flsn*aifeufafaeaitf ai5g a»a

i

Panth Parkask Rattan Singh, page 345.
t Tazakira-i- Imadul Mulk, MS. (Persian), page 328,
The Marathas and Sikhs so thoroughly looted the inhabitants
of Sirhind high and low, that none other male or female had a
cloth left on his or her person, pulling houses down. They
carriod off timber and dug off floors.
Tarikh-i-Alamgir Sani4 page 75.
% A New. History of the Marathas, page 403.
•
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t

Abdali entered Sirhind in November 1759 A. D.*.
t

The Marathas had once conquered the territory
tiptil Indus and it was not considered advisable to
leave these possessions without a fair trial of strength.
The Peshwa, therefore, sent Sadashive Bhau with a
large Maratha force to check the advance of Abdali
and to reconquer the lost Maratha dominions in the
North. After conquering Delhi Sadashive Bhau marched
towards Kunjpuraf, a Yusafzai Afghan settlement
under Nijabat Khan and conquered it securing immense
booty.
The Maratha occupation of Kunjpura marks the
highest triumph of Maratha power during their armed
conflict against Abdali. It brought the Marathas
nearer to the territory of Ala Singh, who was to gain
prominence in Maratha politics. Moreover the Maratha
conquest of Kunjpura is significant for Ala Singh in
another way. It resulted in the death of Abdul Samad
Fall of the Mughal Empire, Vol. I I , page81.
i
T Nijabat-i-Khan after serving in the Imperial forces secured
for himself a considerable tract of fertile land along with
an arm of the Jumna as it flowed in a channel now dry,
known asthePuranw He plundered the Bazidpur villages
in the Badavli Pargna of Sarkar Saharanpur and built for
himself in the Jumna marshes a strong tower which he
named Kunjpura, Heron's Nest. Kunjpura, just in the
middle of Delhi and Sirhind, was regarded as a post of
strategical importance, covering the Bagi ferry on the road
from Saharanpur to Delhi, and commanding the Imperial
bridge over the canal between Karnal and the fortified
Sarai at Gharaunda, in the direction of Panipat,
Griffin, Chiefs and Families of Note, page 170.
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Khan, a powerful enemy of Ala Singh. Had. he not
met his death during the Marat ha-Abdali campaign'
he would have proved most dangerous to Ala Singh
and his territories after the victory of his patron,
Ahmad Shah Abdali. The death of Abdul Samad Khan
relieved Ala Singh of one of the greatest dangers to
his establishment and indepenpence.
After the Maratha conquest of Kunjpura, the
Marathas brought Ala Singh into great prominence.
It had many political reasons. Despite . Sadashive
Bhau's personal efforts, Shuja-ud-Daula had joined
Najib Khan Rohilla*. Suraj Mai Jat had also deserted
them after their occupation of Delhif. Sadashive
Bhau, therefore, took special measures to make political
alliance with Ala Singh, the most important chieftain
of the territory. He marched towards Sirhind. His
plan of action was to capture Sirhind (as had been
done in RaghunatVs campaign in March 1758), to join
Ala Singh and other zimindars of the Cis-Sutlej territory
and to arouse them againt Ahmad Shah Abdali as a
first step towards driving the foreign invader out of
the Punjab. This policy of national defence against
the foreigner is clearly stated in the Marathi letter,
the English rendering of which runs as follows :
" From thither (the lines preceding this give details
J —

*

New History of the Marathas Vol.11, page 419.

t
" As soon as Delhi was captured Suraj Mai demanded that
he should be put in charge of its Government. This Bhau
not da.
for
* #

*»
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aboutfehebattle of Kunjpura) he (Bhau) went a stage
further with a view to subjugating the Province of
Sirhiad by marching via Kurukshetra and refreshed the .
army after persuading the zimindars, Sikhs and Jats
of the Province, to join him*."
But shTewd Ahmad Shah Abdali did not allow this
plan of Sadashive Bhau to materialise. The Maratha
conquest of Kunjpura, greatly enraged him. He crossed
the Jumna at Bagpat Ghat and came to Sonepat,
thus cutting Maratha communications with Delhi and
South. In order to meet the enemy, Bhau immediately
turned back a*d arrivad at Panipat. Bhau, however,
did not abandon the idea of making a coalition with
Ala Singh and deputed Laxman Appaji Ekbote, a
Maratha Envoy, to Ala Singh's territory. He stayed
with Ala Singh as is clear from his following Marathi
letter addressed to the Peshwaj*
" I was deputed by Bhau to Sirhindt- When
misfortune fell on our army, X approached Ala Singh
Jat, who, out of regard for your honour, gave me
shelter/'
*

Though Sadashive Bhau could not meet Ala Singh
personally yet Ala Singh by this time had risen to
such eminence that the Peshwa had to open corres*

* Selection from Peshwa Daftar by S. G. Sardesai Vol. No. 21
letter No. 197.
t A9 soon as Bhau Sahib heard thi9 news he fell back aad by
march arrived at Panipat.
Selection from Peshwa Daftar Vol. 21, letter No. 262.
t Selection from Peshwa Daftar Vol. 27 letter No. 262.

For its English Translation see pages 169-170
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By the courtesy of the Settlement Officer, Poona.

pondence with him. The Peshwa himself wrote letters
to Ala Singh and the latter also replied as is clear
from the following translation of the Marathi letter
addressed to the Peshwa by Laxman Appaji Ekbote :
" Your honour had sent some letters to Ala Singh
Jat which have been replied to by the j a t . All the
details will be known from them*."
As there had developed friendly relationship between
Ala Singh and the Marathas it was not considered proper
i

t

I

by the former to remain aloof at the most critical
hour of Maratha history. The Marathas suffered from
an acute shortage of foodgrainsf. The Afghan Emperor
adopted special measures to complete the economic
blockade of the Maratha camp. Every night a body
of five thousand Durrani horsemen advanced as near
as they could and remained there all the night keeping
watch against the entry of food grains into the Maratha
Camp. Two other bodies of the same strength made
half circles around the Maratha encampment, one to
the right, one to the left. These night patrols, each
at least five thousand horsemen strong, mounted on
powerful Turkey horses and commanded by practised
cavalry leaders like Shah Pasand Khan and Jehan
I

I

MJnfortunately the full correspondence, its a nature, the subject
and contents are not traceable. The Marathas were locked
in at Panipat. Accordidg to G, S. Sardesai, the great
Maratha historian, Ahmad Shah Abdali intercepted the
Maratha correspondence with the result that no Marathi
letters are traceable two months preceding the major action
of the battle of Panipat (14 Jan. 1761).
t Selection from the Peshwa Daftar, Vol. 27, letter No. 258
(Sept. 1760)
4
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Khan cut off every provision convoy that attempted
to steal into the Maratha Camp. The Maratha parties
who came out under cover of darkness in order to get
fodder and firewood were also checked and cut off from
their Camp*. This complete economic blockade of
the Maratha Camp led to starvation to such an extent
that people began to make flour out of animal bones.
Most of the horses died for want of fodderf.
In this precarious condition, Ala Singh undertook to
help the Marathas by sending them provisions and
f oodgrainsj. Apparently enough the Marathas were
*

I

* Fall of Mughal Empire Vol. 11, page 308.
*'* Because of Abdali affair all roads are closed."
S. P. D. Vol. 27, letter No. 259.
J Tarikh-i-Ahmad MS., page 36-37.
*

•j CJ, -J ttywjt-£~>i>>s J 'JJ kiss. &J i i* * i

IAVC&

t
-

I

••

•

•#

X Khazana-i-Amira, page 107.

&*&&&«& k eci £•. #& >v J*»
^

*

'

'

'

J

l^jU^^y^^jjJjJjJ^jl^JJi
Tarikk-i-Bhau wa Janko MS., page 41.

SayafuUMutakharin ; />«£<» 072.
100

lUf

more in numbers and they had enough ammunition and
it is agreed on all hands that their food shortage and
financial stringency brought about their ruin.
Ala Singh tried to help them to solve their food crisis
by sending to the Marat ha Camp convoys of food
grains. When Abdali came to "know this he sent a
punitive expedition and stopped provisions supplied
by Ala Singh. This, however, could not stop Ala Singh's
loyalty to the Marathas. He continued to help tliem
even in the darkest hour of their fate. After the
Maratha defeat in the fateful battle of Panipat Ala
Singh gave protection to many Maratha fugitives who
came to take shelter in his territory as Laxman Appaji
Ekbote testifies in his letter to the Peshwa :
9

9

*' I was deputed by Bhau to Sirhind along with
Lakshmi Narain. When misfortune befell our army,
Lakshmi Narain being a Hindustani secured a place
for himself. With 50 or 60 Maratha sowars, I was
left in the lurch. There was no place at all. A
heavy rush followed. So I approached Ala Singh Jat,
who out of regard for your honour gave me shelter.
Up to now I am with the Jat SardarV
Ala Singh proved to be the greatest ally of the
Marathas in the Punjab, He invited them to his
country and helped them in their conquest of Sirhind.
In the mutual relationship, Ala Singh rose to such an
eminence that the Peshwa opened correspondence with
him.
* Selection from Peshwa Daftar Vol. 27 letter No. 262,
Y
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He helped the Marathas with foodg
great
risk and at a time when the Marathas were faced the
greatest food crisis. Even after the Maratha disaster
he gave shelter to the Maratha fugitives. In short,
Ala Singh proved to be a great friend of the Marathas
not only at the time of their victory at Sirhind but
also
the time of their disaster
the fateful battle
of Panipat
•

•
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Maharaja Narinder Singh
845- 1862 A. D. )

Ey the courtesy of His Highness Rajpramukh P.E.P.S.U.

X

BID FOR SOVEREIGNTY
1761-1764 A, D.
Glory is the fair child of peril.
Smollett •
\

-

After the battle of Panipat (Jan. 1761) Ala Singh
entered a very critical and stormy career of his life.
Within a short time of three years he was arrested
twice by Ahmad Shah Abdali. Once the latter ordered his
long hair—the symbol and stamp of Khalsa brotherhood
to be cut off. Another time he was dubbed as a
traitor who had committed treason by making obeisance
to the, enemy of the Sikhs and was threatened with
war by the Khalsa. But Ala Singh was successful in
stemming the tide of misfortune, which proved for him
a blessing in disguise and ultimately led to the establishment of the Patiala Raj.
*

Ala Singh's help with provisions to the starving
Marathas was opposed by the Afghan Emperor during
the battle of Panipat. Ahmad Shah Abdali, therefore,
while returning to his own country plundered Barnala,
Ala Singh's chief town. At that critical time Ala Singh
had retired to Munak*, a border town in the South
of his territory. His wife Fateh Kaur and her grandson
Amar Singh, were there. They also evacuated to some
safe place on the eve of Abdali invasion. It was the
most critical time as the estate of Ala Singh was at the
mercy of the victor of Panipat. During this crisis
i

* Tatikh-i-Patiala, page 56.
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She
deputed
Biram
Fateh Kanr. acted very wisely
Dhillon, Bhola Singh. Kahna Mai and Kashmiri to start
negotiations with the Afghan invader. The deputations!*
ziroi
the
Shah,
approached Shah Wali Khan, the
It
was
decided
and were successful in concluding peace
that Ala Singh should present personally four lakhs
of rupees as tribute*. It was the first time that the
Sikh chief appeared before the Afghan Emperor. Ala
Singh's manly deportment greatly impressed the Shah.
At the same time his heroic deeds reminded the Shah
of the daredevil spirit and pluck with which he had
Now
the
supplied foodgrains to the Maratha camp
adopted
the
policy
of
reconciliation
Afghan Emp
with Ala Singh as he wanted to win him over to his
firman
on
March
2$
idef He. therefore, issued a
pernor
of
Sirhind,
1761J to the newly—appointed g
Zain'Khan, to treat Ala Singh as an independent
•

Tarikh
t Ahmad Shah Abdali's policy of reconciliation with Ala Singh
kis
did not strike any discordant note
of reconciliation after his victory
to
the
Marathas,
he
sent
After giving a crushing
Peshwa
for
killing
his
nephew,
Sadasaive
02ies
His
Maratha
list
the
sympathies
of
the
Marathas
in
favour
aim
Dominion. Similarly, the Afghan Empeior
from
after plundering Barnala and exacting heav
Ala Singh wanted to enlist his support and win
his side.
chieftain
Putiala, pag

Tarikh

t
U74 Hijri fc 31st March
correct.
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Shahban
appear to be

chief and to consider his enemies as enemies and hts
friends as friends. Mir Taqi was appointed on behalf
of the Shah to receive the tribute due from Ala
Singh. Ala Singh was honoured with a robe of honour
and was confirmed with 726 villages as his possessions
with the following details \
Name of Pargana

No. of villages.

1. Pargana Sunam along its town
2. Pargana Sarnana
,,
Sirhind

224
266
52
•

•

Sanaur
Chhat

89

99

Masigan

17

9*

Kohram'

6

9$

Banur

37

99

Mansurpur .

23

# >

g

•«

4
726
•

#

"

The robe of honour from the victor of Panipat and
his rescript of independence helped Ala Singh a lot to
stabilize his power.
As soon Abdali left India, the Khalsa Dais hovered
round Ala Singh to punish him for his so called treachery
* Ta*ikh-i-Patiala, page 57.

«
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and treason in receiving honours from the enemy of
the Sikhs. They declared that he had betrayed them
and the robe of honour was the price of his treachery.
Ala Singh explained to the Sikhs that he had either
to fight against the victor of Panipat and sutler
annihilation at his hands or to obey his order, l h e
former course would have ended the Sikh supremacy
in the Cis-Sutlej territory. He, therefore, adopted the
second course of paying tribute and accepting the robe
of honour. It was, however, with the help of Jassa
Singh Ahluwalia*, the' founder of Kapurthala state,
Ala Singh was successful in explaining to the Sikhs
that his policy towards the Afghan Emperor was
due to political expediency. His previous services to
the Sikhs stood him in good stead and the matter
was smoothed over|. He assured the Dais of his
whole-hearted cooperation as he had done before.
Soon after the departure of Abdali, the situation
grew worse in the Cis-Sutlej territory. The Sikh
guerillas exacted tribute from the neighbourhood of
Sirhind, and Zain Khan, the Afghan governor
found himself helpless. Once, Lakshami Narain,
the Dewan of Sirhind Governor, was on his
Jassa Singh Ahluwalia was a celebrated Sikh leader of h?s
times. He had served Nawab Kapur Singh anotber
important leader of the Sikhs. Amar Singh, the grandson
of Ala Singh, had taken Pahul at the hands of Jassa Singh.
Hence there developed friendship between Ala Singh and
J assa Singh.
•

'

•

:

t Tarikh-i-Patiala. page 58.
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*

tour of revenue collection ; he was attacked by the
Sikh desperades and was deprived of his collections.
Such was the terror struck in the heart of Zain Khan
and his Dewan that they remained confined to their
fort*. The situation grew equally worse in the Lahore
province. Khwaja Obed, the Abdali Governor of
Lahore, was defeated and killed by Charat Singhf,
the grandfather of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. The reports
of these happenings inflamed Ahmad Shah Abdali,
who at once led his legions across the Attock, to
punish the audacious Sikhs.
The Sikhs had gone towards Sirhind and made an
encampment at village Kup when Abdali reached
Lahore. With rapid marches of light cavalry he
covered the whole distance from Lahore to Kup withm
two days and reached Kup on February 5, 1762},
where about one lakh of Sikhs, men, women and
children were encamped. The Sikhs were taken by
surprise. The strategy was to overwhelm the Sikhs
and to wipe them out. But the Sikhs stubbornly
frustrated his designs. They stood for a while, engaged
the enemy and then fled ahead. The enemy was in
hot pursuit. The pursuer and pursued fought on for
twelve Kos and they were anxious to quench their
* Panth Parkash, Rattan Singh, page 370
most
prominent
Sikh
leaders
t
of the trans-Sutlej territory. He was the founder of the
Sukarchakia Misl. He was the grand-father of Maharaja
Ranjit Singh.

X
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Khazana-i-Amara, page 114
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fighting they saw a
thirst. After half a day
big pond of water at village Qutab Bahmini , The
of
swords
stopped
for
a
while
and
clash and clan"
b
of
Abdali pursued the Sikhs
they had thei
upto Barnala where he called halt because his army
was enervated and exhausted. The popular estimate
the side of Sikhs
12.000 to
of the loss of men
15,000 men and this battle is known as Ghallughara*
in the history of the Sikhs.
1

Ala Singh's role in Ghallughara, the bloody carnage
of the Sikhs, can be determined from the fact that
Sekhu Singh Hambalka, Ala Singh's Vakil, was with
*
*

the Sikhs at the encirclement of the Sikhs by Abdali
at village Kup, Sekhu Singh and Sangu Singh were
appointed to escort women and children to Barnala,
Ala Singh's capitalf. It was not a mere chance that
women and children were being escorted to Barnala,
but Ala Singh's territory particularly, Thikriwala
Barnala), and Barnala were most familiar pi
wheTe they used to take shelter off and on. This
fact is further confirmed by the contemporary author
of Khazana-i-Amara who particularly writes that on
the arrival of Ahmad Shah at Lahore, the news came
" that two lakhs of the Khalsa had gathered in the
(

Ghallughara is a word of uncertain derivation. This word
was first used by Rattan Singh in his Pantk Par hash. Accord*
i

ing to the Encyclopaedia of Sikh Literature * [Gurmukhi)
1
Ghallughara means "complete destruction. '
t Panth Parkasb, Rattan Singh, page 363.
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neighbourhood of Sirhind and near
Ala Singh Jat*."

the territory of

When Ahmad Shah Abdali reached Barnala, Ala
Singh had wisely slipped away. The absence of the
Sikh chieftain and his non-payment of tribute gave
opportunity to Lakshami Narain, the Dewan of the
Afghan governor, to poison the ears of the Shah
against Ala Singh. He persuaded the Shah to arrest
Ala Singh and assured him a big ransomf. Ala Singh
was, therefore, arrested. The Afghan Emperor, overwhelmed by the idea of Jehad against the Sikhs, ordered
that Ala Singh's long hair should be cropped.
To a Sikh like Ala Singh, who had taken Pahul
long hair were the symbol and stamp of the tenth Guru.
According to Sikh conventions, it was better to lay
down one's life as so many Sikh martyrs had done
before rather than to let the enemy desecrate the
* Khazana-i-Amara, page 114.
f "RajaLachhami Narain of Sirhind who was formerly the
servant of Government (Maratha) and who is now Dewan
(Manager) of Zain Khan, the Faujdaroi Shah, has planned
an attack on the fortress of Ala Jat by offering a ransom of
fifty lakhs of rupees to Shah,"
Raja Wait VoL VI Utter No. 464.
According to Rattan Singh, Lakshami Narain, the Dewan of
Sirhind, white once on collection tour was deprived of his
•collections by the Sikh bands. So on this account Lakshami
Narain was greatly annoyed. Besides this being a man
of the locality he knew Ala Singh's relations with the
Dal Khaha. In order to have his revenge he conspired
against Ala Singh and persuaded the Shah to arrest Ala
Singh.
"
.
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sacred symbol of long hair. At that critical juncture,
Ala Singh like all the great men of different ages, did
not lose his presence of mind and outwitted Ahmad
Shah Abdali. Ahmad Yadgar has described their
dialogue in the following words i
« <

Abdali :—(Long) Hair of the head of Ala Singh
may be cut.

Ala Singh :—I am prepared to pay the cost of the
hair of my head. Shah may sell them.
Abdali:—How much are you prepared to pay for
your hair ?
Ala Singh :—I shall pay one lakh of rupees as the
price of my hair.
Abdali:—Ala Singh may be allowed to retain his
hair at the cost of one Lakh and twenty
five thousand rupees*."
Ala Singh's ready wit and his deep study of the
greedy nature of the Afghan Emperor, saved him
from an insulting and degrading situation.
Later on Ala Singh saw the Emperor with Najib-ulDaula, the "right hand man" of Abdali in Indiaf.
The Shah realised five lakhs of rupees as tribute. He
wanted more. Ala Singh was, therefore, taken to

* Tarikh-i-Salatin-i-Afgliana, page J 25.
Ihrat Namah Ali-ud-din (Persian MS )
t TahmasNamah, Tahmasap Khan, page 114
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Lahore in the Shah's
subsequently*.

train where he was released

mity for
The Ghallugh
was the greatest
the Sikhs In a single day more than twelve thousand
Sikhs perished. Their holiest temple was razed to the
the ch
of adversity, the
ground. But trained
Khalsa were
dismayed They considered that
dross has been removed and the Khalsa had been
purinedf. They decided more firmly and fanatically
to wreak vengeance on Zain Khan, who had been most
active in the bloody carnage of the Sikhs.
The Sikhs exacted tribute from the neighbouring
territories of Sirhind and brought about a great
financial crisis for Zain Khan, the Afghan governor
of Sirhind. He could not pay salaries to his retainers,
who became rebellious. This state of affairs heavily
told upon his temper and he became cruel and resorted
to the meanest methods of extorting money from the
inhabitants of Sirhind and its surrounding villages.
Tahmasap Khan} (pen name was Miskin), one of the
retainers of Zain Khan, who was with him in Sirhind,
has graphically described his master's cruel exactions
in the following words ;
i

t

* Marathi letter No. 465 Raj Wade Vol. VI states that Ala
Singh was taken to Kamdhan which is not correct.
t Panth Parkash, Rattan Singh, page 372.
t Tahmasap Khan was the personal attendant of Mir Maaaia
the Lahore governor (1748-1753 A. D.) After th* de*th at
his master he served Mughlani Begum. In 1761 A- D, h#
joined the service of Zain Khan, the governor of Sir&iad,
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I found a change in the temper of Zain Kh
who leaving aside the old practices and laws, sacked
the villages for nothing. The grain which he collected
in this way was distributed as one-fourth of their pay
to the persons who demanded it. He collected money
by unpleasant methods, which are far from being wise,
and which bring ruin. I find that the town of Sirhind
has been ruined and people are fleeing from Sirhind.
In our presence Zain Khan sent orders to all ferries
and posts to the effect that whosoever is wearing a
cap is a deserter from the royal army and is fleeing to
Shahjehanabad. He should be killed and his baggage
should be confiscated because all these cap-wearers
are the servants of the Shah. In this way and by such
orders he thought of extracting money from the
for nothing
*

I

>t

*

Zain Khan could not check the growing chaos and
confusion in his territory. He was compelled to invite
the help of Ala Singh, who sent some of his men to
help Zain Khan in the administration of his country j .
*

1

•

* T a h m a s Namah, page 117.

News dated July
(Persian).

31,

1763 Akkbarat-i-Mutlafarriqa

fcews daUd October 11, 1763.
(Persian).
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Akhbarat-i-Muttafarriqa

MS.

MS.

In this way Zain Khan pulled on for some time. But
soon Ala Singh found his position untenable and he
sent a message to Zain Khan intimating that the Sikhs
did not act according to his advice and he (Zain Khan)
could act as he liked*.
Soon after this the Buddha Dal and the Tar una Dal
decided to punish Zain Khan. Ala Singh joined the
punitive expedition in order to prove that he was with
the Sikhs and not with Abdali or his officials. The
combined forces of the Dais marched . towards
Sirhind.
Zain Khan had gone to collect revenue from Kot
Isa Khan from where he came towards Ambala and
had encamped near Rajpuraj. He had with him five
thousand horsemen and five thousand footment. On
the night of 13th January 1764 the Sirhind governor
tried to reach Sirhind and take shelter within the
Sirhind fort. But the Dais were fully aware of the
strategy of Zain Khan and they blocked his way to
Sirhind. Both armies stood face to face, fully harnessed
during the whole of night as the Afghan governor
wanted to attempt his flight to Sirhind. On the
morning of the 14th January, 1764||, with the help
r

•

*

•

_

_

t P a n t h Parkash, Rattan Singh, page 391.
% Risala-i-Budh Singh MS. Persian, page 35.
Khalsa Namah MS. (Persian, page 49.

Akhbarat-i-Muttfarriqa MS

{Persian), page 46.
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Panth Purkash, Rattan Singh, page 407.
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of his artillery pieces Zain Khan advanced towards
Sirhind. The Sikhs checked his advance and in
the scuffle which ensued Zain Khan was killed. The
death of Zain Khan caused great confusion in his
army. Ail the supplies, treasury and artillery pieces
fell into the hands of the Sikhs*. Sirhind was sacked
and its inhabitants fled into different directions. The
town was made over to Bhai Buddha, an old companion of Guru Gobind Singhf.
The death of Zain Khan and the fall of Sirhind are
the most important events in the history of the CisSutlej territory. It brought an end to foreign rule
in this tract of land and ushered an era of Sikh
domination. Griffin writes :
" The storm burst at last. The Sikhs of the Majha,
country of Lahore, Amritsar, Ferozepur combined their
forces at Sirdind, routed and killed the Afghan governor,
Zain Khan, and pouring across Sutlej occupied the
whole country to the Jamna without further opposition.
It is enough to say that with few exceptions, the
leading families of today are the direct descendants
of the conquerors of Zain Khant."
*

#

• Panth Parkash, Rattan Singh, page 410.
| Panth Parkash, Rattan Singh, page 397.
X Chiefs and Families of note, page 208.

&ian~i-Waqiai by Abdul Karim MS:, page 201.
• '
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Ala Singh, being the most influential Sikh of the
area, greatly benefitted by this victory of the Sikhs
over Zain Khan*. The fall of Sirhind raised the
prestige of Ala Singh in the eyes of other Sikhs because
he had given full co-operation in their expedition
against Sirhind. He derived great material gain too.
In this fight he acquired the artillery of the Afghan
governorf. It greatly increased his military power.
Moreover the destruction of Sirhind led to the construction and foundation of Patiala, the present capital
of the Patiala East Punjab States Union, Pepsu. The
fall of Sirhind directly led to Sikh supremacy in the
Cis-Sutlej territory and the establishment of Patiala

Raj.
For the last fifty years Sirhind had been attacked
by the Sikhs four timesj. The last time the city
was utterly destroyed, and the population completely
uprooted. It was, therefore, not considered advisable
for the inhabitants to stay there any more. Most of
them migrated to Ala Singh's territory and settled at
Patiala. Even to this day a section of the population
at Patiala is known as Sirhindis. In order to give a
sense of security to the new settlers and strengthen
his border town, Ala Singh built a brick fort there||.
It greatly facilitated the town to become the capital of
the State in the subsequent years. After founding the
* Tarikh-i-Punjab—Kanhaya Lall, page 111.
t Gosha-i.Punjab, page 30.
% Sirhind was first attacked by Banda Bahadur in 1710. For
a second time it was attacked in 1754. Again it was
attacked by the Sikhs and the Marathas in 1758. Now in
1764 Sirhind was completely destroyed.
I! Tarikh-i-Patiala, page 61.

no

J

Patiala fort, Ala Singh began to collect poll tax from
the main road, i.e. Grand Trunk Read, which ran from
Delhi to Peshawar*.
The fall of Sirhind destroyed the last vestige of
the prestige of Afghan rule in Cis-Sutlej territory and
increased the power and prestige of Ala Singh to such
an extent that he started the mint, and struck his
own coin. His coin, however, was not different from
that of Ahmad Shah Abdali's coin (minted at Sirhind).
Ala Singh's coin was particularly marked with kalgi
or aigrette plume. Two of his gold coins have been
discovered, one of which lies in the British Museum,
Londonf.
i

*

•

__

_
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* Tarikh-i-Patiala, page 61.
t Coins of Native Chiefs, R- C. Temple,
Typed copy Sikh History, reference Library, Amritsar.
Lepel Griffin writes in the Rajas of t h e P u n j a b ,
•' The mint of Patiala is said t o have been established by the
order of Ahmad Shah Durrani, when Patiala State was
ruled by Maharaja Amar Singh ; this would have been
about 100 years ago, in fact, in one place in Patiala reports,
Sambat 1820 (A. D. 1763) is mentioned as t h e y e a r . "
Page 318 (footnote)*
The date for striking coins given b y the Patiala record coincides
with the fall of Sirhind and it was t h e reign of Maharaja
Ala Singh and not Maharaja Amar Singh when the first coin
was struck as Maharaja Ala Singh died in 1765 A. D.
R. C. Temple has rightly stated :—
•• Alha Singh in the course of a warlike career, before his
death in 1765 A. D . had founded patiala town aud State,
had been a prisoner of Ahmad Shah in 1762, had been
petted by t h a t monarch, receiving from t h e Afghan the
title of Raia, had next destroyed and annexed the great
Mohammadan provincial capital of Sirhind or Sarhind and
had finally been created chief of the whole of the district
(Chakla) by Ahmad Shah. The right to coin given by
Ahmad Shah to the Phulkian States was clearly given in
his time and the coins depicted in figure No. 1 and No, 2
are universally attributed by the local bankers (Mahajart or
Saraf) to him, his mark being Kalgi or airgrette p l u m e / '
Coins of modern Native Chiefs*
The Inscription of the coin runs t h u s ; ~
1

•

*

'
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Maharaja Mahender Singh
( 1862- 1876 A. D.)

Ey the courtesy of His Highness R a j p r a m u k h P.E.P.S.U.

SOVEREIGNTY SHORT-LIVED
(1764-1765.)
Paths of glory lead but to grave.
Gray.

The last two years make the most important period
of Ala Singh's life. This period witnessed his power
and prestige at their zenith. It was during this period
that he was granted the insignia of royalty and
recognized as the lawful governor of Sirhind territory.
But he was not destined to enjoy the fruit of his
lifelong struggle.
The fall of Sirhind, and the defeat and death of
Zain Khan greatly perturbed Bhikhan Khan, the ruler
of Maler Kotla. Like Zain Khan he had made common
cause with the Afghan Emperor to exterminate the
Sikhs in the bloody battle of Kop (Ghallughara) and
so he apprehended that he might be the next vktim
of fate. The hereditary enmity between the house
of Patiala and the house of Maler Kotla was also
renewed when Amar Singh, the grandson of Ala Singh,
and Bhikhan Khan* came face to face at village
Kakra. Both were anxious to measure strength with
each other. In the scuffle that ensued Bhikhan Khan
was killedt. As a result of this victory a very fine
_

•

•

v

t

*

P

* Bhikhan Khan's father, Jamal Khan, had proved to be
one of the powerful enemies of Ala Singh. He had joined
the powerful Muslim confederacy against him in 1731.
Jamal Khan was killed in the battle which was fought
between Adina Beg and Qutab Khan. Bhikhan Khan had
succeeded him. Vide Chapter ',* Victory over the Bhattis."

Hyat'i-AJghana, page 301
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sword of the Afghan chief fell into the hands of Amar
Singh. The towns of Sherpur and Bhasaur were
annexed to the territory of Ala Singh*.
There had grown up a sort of friendship between
Ala Singh and Najib-ud-Daula, the most prominent
Rohilla leader. The latter helped the former at the
most critical time. When after the bloody carnage
of the Sikhs Ahmad Shah Abdali arrested Ala Singh,
it was Najib-ud-Daula who had conducted Ala Singh
to the presence of the Afghan Emperor]'. Ever since
that time Ala Singh had great regard for Najib.
*

Najib's help to Ala Singh was soon reciprocated.
After the conquest of Sirhind, and the defeat and
death of Zain Khan, the Khalsa Dais crossed the
Jamna and began to exact tribute from Najib-udDaula's territory!* Najib wanted to avoid any armed
«

•

—

*

* Tarikh-i • Patiala, page 55.
Man Singh, son of Bakhta Singh, brother of Ala Singh had
already conquered Malaud Territory from the Afghans of
Malerkotla.
Ludhiana Ga&tteey, page 112.
J Tahmas Namah. Tahmasap Khan, page 114.
% Najib's conflict with the Sikhs in his own dominions, as
distinct from his engagements with them as an auxiliary
in Abdali's army, had begun in January 1764, when the
Sikh forces flushed with their slaughter of Zain Khan and
capture of Sirhind overflowed across the J
Doab
•

t

t

Fall o-f Mug-hat Empire Vol. II, page
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conflict with the Sikhs because he was making
preparations to meet the attack of Jawahar Singh
Jat, son of Suraj Mai, who had been killed by him.
Najib could not fight on two fronts. He, therefore;
asked for military aid from Ala Singh. To lend
military aid to Najib at that time meant for Ala Singh
open war with the Khalsa Dais, He, therefore, refused
the request but promised to help Najib in another
way. He exerted his influence to bring rapprochement
between Najib and the Sikhs. Ala Singh was successful
in his efforts. The Sikhs were persuaded by Ala Singh
to leave the territory and Najib agreed to pay eighty
thousand rupees to the Sikhs for Karah Parshad.
Money was paid through Ala Singh and the Khalsa Dais
retired from Najib's territory*.
*

On hearing of the Sikh conflict with Najib, Jawahar
Singh invited the Dais to his side. The invitation was
accepted. Jawahar Singh led the combined forces of the
Jats, the Sikhs and the Marathas to invade Demi in
October 1764 A. D. Najib tried to evade the issue by
making peace but with no success. At last Najib
*

-

t

* Nsws Ziul Haj 28, 1177 Hijri i*. 28th June. 1764, AJchbarat-iMuttafarriqa {Persian).

A fevfr months after the death of Maharaja Ala Sin^fc th«
SLkh3 again invaded Najib's territory in Nov. 17$5, No
as Maharaja Ala Singh
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strengthened his garrison at Delhi. The military aid
of Ala Singh was also invited, and he sent one thousand
troops under Bhoia Singh t o fight on behal f of Najib*.
But the Sikhs were not very serious in the affair, and
as soon as the Sikhs heard of the invasion of Ahmad Shah
Abdali, they retired towards the Punjab. Najib and
Jawahar Singh concluded peace in 1765 A. D.
The news of the sack of Sirhind and of the defeat
and death of Zain Khan, the Abdali Fanjdar of Sirhind,
could not keep the Afghan Emperor quiet. He called Nasir
Khan Baloch for Jehad and led his forces towards the
Punjab.
*

I

*

*

On his way to Lahore, the Abdali army was harassed
by the roving bands of the Sikhs under Charat Singh
Sukarchakiya, After reaching Lahore, Abdali wanted
to gratify his resentment against the Sikhs by
killing them. But he could find no trace of the
Sikhs. At last he marched
to Amritsar. In
the Akal Bunga there were only thirty Sikhs. Under
Bhai Gnrbaksh Singh they came out to fight with
thirty thousand Afghans. According to Qazi Nur
Mohammad, who accompanied this expedition of the
Shah, they came forward fearlessly and fell fighting
valiantly. The Harimandir Sahib (Golden Temple),
was again pulled down. In the Jullundur Doab the
Shah's army was teased by the roving bands of the
Sikh desperadoes. But the Shah continued his advance
along the hillside. After reaching Panjaur he took
towards south and arrived at Kunjpura (near modern
*- Maharaja Ala Singh (Gurmukhi) by Karam Singh, page 232.
IJ2t)

Karnal). Abdali here called his council to decide
whether he should march to Delhi or retire to his own
country. His generals decided to return to their
country. Abdali had also received the news of Najib's
coming to peaceful terms with his enemy Jawahar
Singh. He, therefore, retreated from Kunjpura* and
on his return journey halted at Sirhind.
g
i

•

Abdali was greatly surprised to see the devastated
condition of Sirhind. Nur Mohammad has graphically
described the condition.
" The whole city lay in ruins ; no man, not even
a bird was to be seen there except the owl, though
I roamed about a great deal in the city. The shops
of the bazar were there while the shopkeepers had
left for the land of non-existence. The royal palaces
of the city and its gardens, orchards and water lakes
were all lying in ruins for want of caref."
i

This scene of Sirhind, which was one of the most
flourishing towns of Mughal India and the seat of
Government of Abdali Faujdar, greatly disturbed
Ahmad Shah Abdali and made him sore. In his zeal
for the extirpation of the Sikhs, Abdali had done
his best. In the great Ghallugkara he had killed
about 15,000 Sikhs in a single day. He had repeatedly
pulled down their sacred temple and filled it with
debris. But the Sikhs had never lost their spirits.
•

Jang Namah Qazi Nur Mohammad page 44. Published by the
Sikh History Research Department Kh. College Amritsar.
Jang Namah, Qazi Nur Mohammad, page 44*
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Thvey had recovered thsir power in an amazingly short
period and had again acquired an upper hand over
the Afghan king by killing the Abdali governor, Zain
Khan. The dauntless spirit of the Khalsa was fully
exhibited when Ahmad Shah's army was harassed at
every step by the roving bands of the Sikhs. At last
the ideal of Afghan geninus and the victor of the
brave Marathas was convinced of the invincibility of
the Sikhs, • the nation at arms ' in open hostility.
Now he resorted to the policy of * divide at empira ',
i. e., to win to his side one section of the Sikhs by
giving them power and thus causing a schism among
them. He is said to have remarked, " I t is bad for
these samindars to run away from me. I did not
want any money and property from them. They should
come in with whatsoever they can bring and have no
fear*."
'." Qazi Nur Mohammad adds, " To say nothing
of zamindars, even if the Sikhs undertook to be
obedient to him, the Shah would forgive their past
smSs
Through a messenger Ala Singh was called to the
presence of the Shah,, When Ala Singh came, the
Shah enquired of him how the city of Sirhind had
devastated. He replied that Sirhind had been destroyed
by the Sikhs. He also said that the Sikhs could never
be exterminated and if one Sikh died two, still more
revengeful ones came up to take his place in accordance
with the blessings of their Guruf. The Shah had seen
-
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in his previous campaigns that he could not extirpate
the Sikhs or compel them to submission. Now he
wanted to win the Sikhs over through diplomacy. He
asked Ala Singh to open negotiations with the Sikhs
on the understanding that he would bestow the territory
on the Sikhs provided they submitted to him (Ahmad
Shah Abdali).
Ala Singh in compliance with the Shah's wishes
sent Nanu Singh Grewal, his Vakil, to the Dal Khalsa.
The Sikhs returned the Vakil with the following
reply:
*' The alliance of the Afghans and the Sikhs is just
like the meeting of firewood and gun-powder
Sovereignty cannot be begged. The Guru had bestowed
upon us sovereignty and the Khalsa have achieved it
by sacrificing their heads
*

a

*

» »

*

. Ahmad Shah Abdali thus failed in his diplomatic
move. He then tried to make the best out of the lost
game. He did not want to repeat the blunder which
*

3§ vHf? §33 eia i "w yks^i ora fan & s $ i
aw 3 nfearg 3 ^ fsy ^Tw I ynsflefei? fire sfepi
Parc^A Parkash, Rattan Singh, page 385.
Browne also writes "Ahmad Shah Durrani, receiving advice
of this, sent a person to the Sikh leaders in the quality of
the Ambassador, to negotiate a peace with them.
Origin and Progress (rf the Sicks, page 25.
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he had committed in appointing Zain Khan as
Faujdar I of Sirhind. This time he wanted to
appoint s<
man
this post. Ala Singh was,
therefore, appointed as the governor of Sirhind on
the condition that he would pay three and a half lakhs
of rupees to the Shah as annual tribute. He was
honoured with the title of 'Maharaja', and granted the
insignia of royalty, kettle drum and banner, as is clear
from the following couplet of Qazi Nur Mohammad
•

*
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With great generosity and kindness, the Shah (Ahmad
Shah Abdali) allowed him (Ala Singh) to depart and out
of his benignity, he bestowed upon him the banner and
drum (Tablo-alam)*.
\

.

The avaricious Shah wanted a heavy tribute for
his favours. Maharaja Ala Singh could pay only one
lakh and eighty thousand rupees. The Shah was not
satisfied. The Maharaja Was, therefore, arrested and
taken to Lahore in the royal train. On his way to
Lahore, Bibi Rajindra, grand daughte%of Ala Singh,
who lived at Phagwara, came to see Ala Singh and
offered herself to pay the amount. But Ala Sing wisely
rejected the offer by saying that it was not wise to take
money from his daughterf. When they reached
Lahore, Abdali thought that it would not be useful to
harass him any longer and he, therefore, asked him to
-

t

* Jang Nanial
| Patiala Raj
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governor of Sirhind, entered the territory of Najib by
crossing the Jamna, Najib wanted to fight out the
• Dais from his territory. For this purpose he asked
for military aid from Maharaja Ala Singh. But
the Maharaja was not to fight against his ownj
bretheren. He, therefore, refused the request. On the
other hand he exerted his influence to bring about
reconciliation between Najib and the Sikhs. It was
only due to his efforts that Najib agreed to pay
eighty thousand rupees to the Sikhs, and the Sikhs
retired from Najib's territory. The amount was paid
through the Maharaja*.
Maharaja Ala Singh dearly loved the Sikh
form and symbols. When Ahmad Shah Abdali
after the bloody battle of
Kup
(Ghalhighara)
came to Barnala he ordered that the long hair of
Maharaja Ala Singh be cropped. This was an attack
on the sacred symbols of the Khalsa Brotherhoodf.
The Maharaja could never think of permitting this,
He, therefore, struck at a clever device and intimated
to the Shah that he was prepared to purchase his
hair|. As expected the avaricious Shah succumbed
to the tempting offer. It was a triumph of the
Maharaja's sagacity, which saved him from a difficult
situation. He paid one lakh and twentyfive thousand
rupees—as a price of his long hair—and saved the
symbol of the Guru, he loved most.
* Akhbarat-i-Muttafarriqa, MS.

(Persian).

t <*ra a! >ras i f flu wS I l a AH »rea ito § sis II
% Saltatin-i-Afghana by Ahmad Yadgar (MS., Persian) page w26.
•
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V

The Maharaja was a staunch Sikh and was recognised
as a powerful ally of the Dal Khalsa. Whenever there
occurred the need of reconciliation between the Sikhs
and the Muslim Chiefs he was approached to act as
a mediator. When Zain Khan was greatly disturbed over
the occupation of his territory by the Dal Khalsa,
he approached Maharaja Ala Singh to mediate. The
Maharaja negotiated peace between t h e ' Dal Khalsa
and Zain Khan, by virtue of which the Dal Khalsa
received a big amount from the Abdali Governor of
Sirhind*. Again, when Najib wanted to turn out
the Sikhs from his territory he approached Maharaja
Ala Singh, who brought about a reconciliation. During
his sixth invasion Ahmad Shah Abdali was convinced
of the invincibility of the Sikhs and so he wanted to
arrive at some understanding with them. He asked
the Maharaja to act as a mediator and the Maharaja's
Vakil, Nanu Singh Grewal, was sent to the Dal Khalsa}
for this purpose.
At times the Sikhs felt antagonized by the apparently
compromising policy of Maharaja Ala Singh. But
wise Sikh leaders like Jassa Singh Ahluwalia, knew
full well that the Maharaja's submission to Abdali
and his acceptance of honours and a title at the hands
of Afghan Emperor were no less than a piece of
diplomacy, which was aimed at the protection of
Sikh territory in the Cis-Sutlej area. It was owing
to this understanding that Jassa Singh Ahluwalia,

A

Akhbarat-i-Muttafarriqa,
t Panth Parkash, page 371
>
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the greatest Sikh leader of the times, always persuaded
the Sikhs not to fight against the Maharaja. When
Ahmad Shah Abdali issued a firman and conferred a
robe of honour on the Maharaja, the Sikhs in general
resented it. But it was Jassa Singh Ahluwalia, who
rightly understood the policy of the Maharaja and
persuaded the Sikhs to avoid a quarrel with him.
When Ahmad Shah Abdali, after the death of Zain
Khan, conferred the insignia of sovereignty* (*. «.,
banner and drum) on the Maharaja in 1765, the Sikhs
felt antagonized. Here again the Ahluwalia Sardar
intervened and brought about a reconciliation with
the Sikhs because he rightly knew that the Maharaja
was a true Sikh and his policy towards Ahmad Shah
was just political expediency.
The Maharaja had been following an anti-Abdali
policy uptil 1761. He was foremost in attacking Afghan
foraging parties in the battle of Manupur (1748 A. D.)f
It was he who deprived Timur Shah, the son of Ahmad
Shah Abdali, of huge booty, which he was carrying
to his own country J. Moreover, it was the Maharaja,
who had helped the Marathas with foodgrains despite
Ahmad Shah's blockade of the Maratha Camp. Uptil
1761 Maharaja Ala Singh had opposed the Afghan
Emperor tooth and nail, with the result that Barnala,
the chief town of Maharaja Ala Singh, was plundered

* Jang Namah, Qazi Nur Mohammad. page 48
t Tazkira-i-Anand Ram Mukhlis, page 271,
% S. P. D. Vol. 21, letter No. 116.
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by Ahmad Shah Abdali. Fateh Kaur, wife of Maharaja
Ala Singh, saved the situation by sending a deputation
to the Shah and paying him a tribute*. Strangely
enough the Afghan Emperor was not satisfied with
the tribute and wanted the Maharaja's personal
presence. At that time a fight against the victor of
Panipat would have meant annihilation of Sikh rule
in the Cis-Sutlej territory. The Afghan Emperor at
that time was following a policy of "live and let livef".
He, therefore, issued a Firman making Maharaja Ala
Singh independent of the Faujdar of Sirhind and
conferred upon him a robe of honour. This was done
in order to win his sympathies in favour of Abdali's
dominions in India just as he had tried his best to
win the favour of the Marathas after the battle of
Panipatt.
The treatment meted out to Maharaja Ala Singh
after the bloody battle of Kup (Ghullughara, 1762) by
Ahmad Shah Abdali was a great contrast to his
previous treatment when the Firman and the title were
conferred on him. It was a clear indication that
Ahmad Shah Abdali considered him an important
member of the Sikh community whom he had undertaken to exterminate.
*

*

*
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* Tarikh-KPatiala, page 56.
t Fall of Mughal Empire Vol. I I , page 379.
J Ahmed Shah sent t o the Peshwa his special messenger,
Yakub Khan, in order to offer his apologies for the murder
of his nephew, Sadashive B h a u .
Fall of Mughal Empire, Vol. II, page 879.
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Ala Singh took a most active part in
defeating and killing Zain Khan, the Afghan governor
of Sirhind. But when the Afghan Emperor again
invaded India in 1765, the Maharaja had retired to
his own country. The Emperor visited Sirhind and
found the city in ruins. He then called Maharaja Ala
Singh. It is clear from the following lines of Qazi Nur
Mohammad.
" When the Shah passed through his (Ala Singh's)
country, he sent a messenger to call him to his presence,
saying that if he would come, he would obtain all" the
wishes and desires of his heart, otherwise his whole
country and property should be devastated and he
would also lose his head*." Maharaja Ala Singh,
therefore, thought it expedient to appear before the
Afghan Emperor. But in the very face of the Shah he
paid a tribute to the invincibility of the Sikhs. Qazi
Nur Mohammad, who accompanied the Emperor, has
recorded. the following words which were uttered by
Maharaja Ala Singh I
" If one Sikh dies, two more revengeful ones come
on to take his place in accordance with the benediction
of their Guruf."
Ahmad Shah Abdali did not want to commit the
blunder of appointing any Muslim governor of Sirhind.
_

Maharaja Ala Singh was appointed Governor of the
territory and for the time being he stationed his
Jang Namah page 46.
J Jang Namah, page 48.
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military at important places*. As this action of the
ticised, he, thereMaharaja was greatly resented and
fore, removed his military posts in rder to allow the
Sikhs to occupy their respectiv* territories. Thus
their
events
with
the close perusal of all these
background of his eternal loyalty to the Dal Khalsa gives
an ample' proof that Maharaja Ala Singh's aim was
never inconsistent with that of other Sikhs and his
temporary surrender to Ahmad Shah Abdali and
payment of tribute to him was nothing more than
political expediency and a piece of diplomacy.
Maharaja Ala Singh was the greatest Sikh statesman
of his times. He made such a balar.ce of alliances with
the Marathas, Najib Khan and Abdali in such a way
that it enhanced his prestige and power and raised him
to be one of the most important chiefs of the territory
north-west of Delhi. To the Sikhs he was a friend and
an ally and he used to serve them with devotion.
Unluckily the Maharaja died at a time when his prestige
and power had just reached their zenith.
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Maharaja Rajinder Singh
1876- 1900 A. D. )

By the co

urtesy of His Highness Rajpramukh P.E.P.S.U.

ADMINISTRATION
They serve God well, who serve his creatures.
Mrs. Norton

Maharaja Ala Singh's administration was very
simple and served the needs of the time. His untutored
genius had evolved the way of Government which
included some of the fundamentals of any modern
state. One of the most important aspect of his
administration was that the ruler had a secular outlook.
He, like Akbar the Great, made no distinction of
caste and creed in making appointments in his State.
He was the first Sikh ruler to initiate a non-religious
outlook in administration, which culminated during the
reign of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. He had employed a
Muslim, Lakhana Dogar, as Commander of his army*.
He gave employment to Nagahia Khan, son of Sondhe
Khan, when the latter died and the former was left
forlorn!. Sardar Khan Rajput of Munak, when ousted
from his village, was also given a lucrative post J.
Mohammad Saleh Khokhar was one of his ardent
admirers. Finding anarchy and chaos all around, he wanted
Maharaja's overlordship, and therefore the Maharaja,
brought the Pargana of Sanaur under his sway|j. The
Maharaja enjoyed the confidence of both Hindus and
Muslims. Chowdhury Bir Bhan of village Sanghera
t

•

* Tarikh-i-Patiala, page 63.
t Tazkira-i-Khandan-i-Rajaha.i-Phulkian, MS
% Tarikh-i-Patiala, page 63.
H Ibid.
r
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was the first person to accept the overlordship of the
Maharaja and helped him a lot to settle at Barnala*.
Qazi Nur Mohammad, the contemporary writer has
rightly stated :—

tbJjUjn

(j^Jif^

lU i J

V "

" The Muslims are also his employees and the Hindus,
too, are obedient to him|."
Maharaja Ala Sing displayed great tact and courage
in dealing with his Muslim subjects. After the battle
of Rampura and the conquest of Jamalpur he summoned
Shamsudin and Hassan Ulla, two prominent persons of
the locality and asked them whether they wanted
Jagir or service. They replied, " We are the servants
of the King, why should we beg Jagir or service from
a Jat, We want nothing from you. ' The Maharaja
wisely kept silent and left the place after appointing
Desu Singh there. Later on Desu Singh called those
very persons and conveyed to them the Maharaja's
message, which ran as follows :
" You should be obedient to us and we shall be
obedient to you|".
*

It was due to his secular policy that he could carry
on his administration efficiently. We do not hear of
any revolt by his Muslim subjects. He never destroyed
any mosque nor resorted to any kind of religious
|

•

* Tazkira-i-Khandan-i-Raja ha-i-Phulkian, MS.
| Jang Namah, page 126.
J Statement of Karani Ali—Boundary Dispute, Correspondence
Volume 4.
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persecution. He mostly ruled over Muslim peasantry,
who were contented and happy.
Maharaja Ala Singh rose to the highest position
from the ordinary status of a peasant. He, therefore
knew the difficulties of the peasants and had great
regard for the welfare of the people in general and of
the peasantry in particular. He knew fully well the
danger of famines, which occurred so frequently and
were a great menace to the welfare of the people.
During his life he had seen so many famines. One
famine occurred in 1694* A. D. when he was a toddler,
another in 1713 A. D.f and a third in 1722 A . D . J ,
The famines had caused great destruction and afforded
ample opportunities for loot and plunder. During the
famine of 1713 A. D. the Pathans of Maler Kotla
organised roving bands for carrying on depradations.
The havoc caused by them brought him this firm
conviction that only extensive cultivation could save
the people from the clutches of food grain scarcity.
He, therefore, founded many villages like Longowal,
»
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Sakhian Bhai Mool Chand, page 38-39^
% Tarikh-i-Siddhu Branm,. page 65.
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Dirba and Chhajli*, where fallow tracts of land were
brought under the plough* Many villages in ruins
were rehabilitated and the zamindars were encouraged
to settle there. Thus he brought vast tracts of land
under cultivation. This encouragement to agriculture
helped his finances and his liberal patronage added
to his revenues and yielded him surplus grains to be
stored for future emergencies.
Maharaja Ala Singh's new colonies brought him
many benefits. The inhabitants of these new settlements
were greatly indebted to the Maharaja, who had given
them land ; out of gratitude their loyalty to him was
assured. The inhabitants of village Sheron, who were
given land, helped him to escape from the imprisonment
of Ali Mohammad Khanf. . The resettlement of
territories around Munak led him to conquer more
territory towards Tohana and JamalpurJ. The founding
of the new villages of Longowal, Chhajli and Dirba
and the reclamation of the territories around these
villages helped him to advance towards Sunam and
ultimately conquer it. It was due to the extensive
cultivation of land that he could easily spare food for
his political allies and friends, when they were in
•

• Tazkira«i-Khandan-i-Rajaha-i-Phulkian, MS. (Persian).
t According to Giani Gian Singh, Jodh Singh Randhawa and
Jiwan' Singh Randhawa of village Sheron helped the
Maharaja to escape from the imprisonment of Ali Mohammad
Khan; vide also |Karam Singh's Maharaja Ala Singh,
page

X

of Maharaja Karam
Singh, Boundary Dispute Correspondence, Vol. I.
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need. In 1758 he helped Alamgir II with foodgrains*.
His supply of provisions to Alamgir II and his Wazir,
Imad, was made at a most critical hour. There was
utter shortage of food in the Emperor's camp at that
time. Again, during the Battle of Panipat in 1761
he supplied provisions to the Maratha forcest at a
time when they were on the verge of starvation. It
was also due to the abundance of food grains with
him that he could start and continue the common
kitchen where everybody could get free mealsj.
Maharaja Ala Singh's method of civil administration
was very simple. In every locality he had appointed
one Thanedar (Police Inspector) and one Dewan
(Collector). The Thanedar was entrusted with the work
of maintaining law and order, while the Dewan's main
function was to collect revenues and deposit them in
the treasury. After the conquest of Tohana, the
Maharaja appointed Bira Singh and Bika Singh Sekhon
as Thanedars of Tohana, and Sahib Rai was appointed
as Teksildar. Sahib Rai was succeeded by Hazari Mai.
The Hindus were mostly appointed as Dewans||, whereas
the Sikhs were appointed as Thanedars. The collection
of revenue was done either by the Batai system (division
of crops) or the Kankut (estimate of standing crops).
At all places, there used to be one Kachhu (measurer)
* Tarikn-i-Aiamgir Saai, page 83.
t Knazaaa-i-Amara, page W*
% Tazkira4-Khandan-i-Rajana-i-Phulkian.
ft Statement of Gkulam Farid Khan, dated lltb. August, IS£Q
Boundary Dispute Correspondence Vol. I.
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Usually the
which helped the coiiection of
d used to be one third of the total
revenue
pted in cash or kind
produce. Revenu
The Maharaja had organised his military on lines
similar to those of Sher Shah. Like the great Afghan,
he followed the policy of building forts at strategic
places. Whenever be conquered a new territory he
built a fortress at a strategic place in it in order to
protect the inhabitants of the area. For consolidating
his possessions on Sunam side he built a mud fort
at Longowalf. Later on when he conquered a portion
of Samana-Pargana he built a fort at Dodanf, modern
Bhiwani Garh. After his conquest of the pargana of
Sanaur he built a mud fort at Patiala in 1753, which
was later on replaced by a pucca fort in 1764 A. D.ll.
He also got repaired the old forts at Barnala, Munak
and Sunam. Military was stationed in every fort.
The total strength of his cavalry was about 7000**. His
army was frequently reinforced by the Dal Khaha\\.
.. The army of the Maharaja mainly consisted of
cavalry,, although artillery was also maintained.
Infantry was held in low estimation by the Sikhs and
*

•

•
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(Punjab States Gazetteer A (1904). page 150.

| Tarikh-i-Punj ab by Bute Shah (MS. Persian),
*

$ Risala-i-Rajju Singh (MS. Persian) also Giani Gian Singh's
Raj Khalsa.
'
'
H Tarikh«i-Patiala, page 61.
MS
4

tt Panth Parkash, Rattan Singh, page
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no Sikh wanted to be enrolled in the infantry. In
his fight against Zain Khan, in which Zain Khan
was defeated and killed, the Maharaja acquired many
artillery pieces fitted to the hunches of the camels*.
This greatly added his armaments. The bulk of his
army was consisted of cavalry. The Sikhs were very fond
of horses and almost every Sikh had a horse during
those days. A strong and well-built horse was considered a necessary equipment of a Sikh as Forster
says :
11

A Sikh horseman was armed with matchlock and
fibre of excellent metal and his horse used to be strong
and well-built t
tt

Maharaja Ala Singh combined military action and
agricultural advancement in such a way that extensive
cultivation was always made a stepping stone to
military conquests. His surplus stores of grain were a
clear indication of the peasant's whole-hearted cooperation.
*
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Panth Parka<m, Rattan Singh, page 393i
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CHARACTER AND ESTIMATE
Those who can command themselves command others
Ha zlett.

Maharaja Ala Singh had a tall and impressive
figure and possessed a very well-built body. He had
little of book learning but like Akbar, the great Mughal,
he possessed great political sagacity, a steady intellect
and a clear vision. He had the best qualities of a Sikh
Jat, energy, courage, shrewdness and an indomitable
spirit, that would never accept a defeat. One of the
contemporaries, Anand Ram Mukhlis, has greatly
admired his gallantry and intrepidity in attacking the
foraging parties of Ahmad Shah Abdali in the battle
of Manupur. His inborn -courage and pluck were
mainly responsible for his rapid rise to power.
The moral character of Maharaja Ala Singh shines
like a beaconlight. seen against the depravity, rape
and plunder so frequently indulged in by contemporary
rulers*. In that age of moral laxity he observed
* Alamgir II verging on the age of sixty shamelessly demanded
the hand of Hazrat Begum, sixteen years old daughter of
Mohammad Shah. Ahmad Shah Abdali who was of grandfatherly age forcibly took her into his harem.
Fall of Mughal Empire Vol. II. page 103.
In Delhi many men have been slain and many women
ravished. Some of the females have committed suicide (with
daggers), others have drowned themselves* Wherever handsome Hindu women were reported, Abdali sent his men who
brought thorn to his quarters/'
A Marat hi newsletter report. S. F. £>. XXI, 104.
Fall of Mughal Empire Vol, II, page 102.
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strict monogamy and took it upon himself not to look
upon other women with an evil eye. The following
account about the character of Maharaja Ala Singh
has been profusely quoted in the Patiala records t
"Once Maharaja Ala Singh went up on the roof
of his house at Langowal and there accidently he saw
a young naked girl who was taking her bath on the
TOOT of her house. Shutting his eyes he came downstairs. He called her father and having told him the
whole account apologized. Not only this, Maharaja
Ala Singh considering the girl as his own daughter
defrayed the expenses of her marriage
Maharaja Ala Singh was one of those early Sikhs
who had rightly understood the tenets of Sikhism and
who scrupulously practised them in his life. Just as
he had strictly followed the religious principle of
abstinence from sexual pleasures, he acted upon the
words of Guru Gobind Singh " May the kettle (Degh)
and the sword Tegh go hand in hand in the Sikh
worldf." He fully knew that the Tegh, the sword,
*
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* Sakhian Bhai Mool Chand (MS. Gurmukhi)
Phulkian
Tarikh-i-Patiala, page 62
» »

this
May the Kettle and the s
The Hukamnamah and firmans of Banda Bahadur and the
coins of Maharaja Ran jit Singh bore the following
I inscription.
^

ulLt <^J %> £> 3J

1^1

" Kettle (symbol of the means to feed the poor).
Sword (symbol of power to protect the weak and helpless).
Victory and unhesitating patronage ^ have been obtained
lr and Guru Gobind Singh."
page
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was the symbol of the warlike Khalsa whereas the
Deg, the kettle, represented the Khalsa's service to
humanity and the two could not be separated. He
had, therefore, started a common kitchen for feeding
the poor. Fateh Kaur, his wife, took special interest
in this respect and devoted herself to the service in
the common kitchen. The Sikhs from different
localities and areas were served there with great
devotion. His services in the cause of feeding the
poor were so much appreciated by the people he ruled
over that the hearths where the food for the common
kitchen was cooked are still preserved at Barnala and
considered a sacred place of pilgrimage by people of the
locality.
*

•

Like all great men, Maharaja Ala Singh possessed
great presence of mind and we do not find even a
single example which may indicate that he ever lost
his temper. On the other hand he could resist the
greatest provocation. Once Fateh Kaur was serving
in the common kitchen and one rash Sikh who was
being served there stood up and poured " h o t pulse "
over her head and remarked " Why has pulse been
cooked with so much water in i t ? " Fateh Kaur's
head was scalded and she felt greatly annoyed. When
Maharaja Ala Singh came home, the matter was
brought to his notice. He, with his characteristic
calmness, said to his wife, " The Sikh has done well.
He has cut short your troubles. Had he not done
so, you would have been caught by the Mughals and
in order to kill you they would have poured burning
oil on your head. You should, therefore, be thankful
-

*
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f

to the Sikh, instead of being annoyed with him*."
Maharaja Ala Singh displayed rare courage and
presence of mind when he was imprisoned by Ahmad
Shah Abdali, who ordered that his hair should be
cut. It was the severest blow to a Sikh like Maharaja
Ala Singh. But he was never dismayed at this order
and he sent a word to the avaricious Shah that he
was prepared to purchase his hair. The shrewd reply
of the Maharaja melted the fury of the Afghan Emperor,
who agreed to the proposal!.

^

7

It was no mean achievement to rise from a zamindar
to be a builder of a Raj, which has survived uptil this
day. The present Rajpramukh of Pepsu is the direct
descendant of Maharaja Ala Singh. Before the advent
of the Maharaja on the stage of history almost the
whole of the Cis-Sutlej territory was being looted and
plundered either by the Bhatti raiders katak or by
Brar roving bands. There was no security of life and
nobody could consider his person safe unless he was
strong enough to defend himself. The greatest achievement of the Maharaja was that he gave peace and
prosperity to the people, whom he brought under his
rule. He created such balancing alliances as secured
peace for his territory. His friendship with the Marathas
saved his territory from Maratha depredations. His
temporary submission to Abdali saved his territory
*

•

J

* Sakhian Bhai Mool Chand, page 106.
t Ahmad Yadgar Tarikh-i-Salatan-i-Afghana
page 125

r
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(Persian MS.)

and his subjects from Abdali's loot and plunder
which were a most conspicuous feature of his
Indian campaigns. The most important force of
the time was the Dal Khalsa, His deep and cordial
relationship with the Dal Khalsa saved his subjects from
the exactions of the Dal. His untutored genius made
his kingdom a place of security and his wise and just
rule attracted men of all classes and creeds to settle
down in his principality which was considered as one
of those spots in the Cis-Sutlej territories where peace
and prosperity reigned.
Two historians, one contemporary and one modern,
have given the following estimates of Maharaja Ala
Singh :

'«

i

Qazi Nur Mohammad who accompanied Ahmad
Shah Abdali in his sixth invasion of India (1765 A. D.)
was an eye-witness of the great glory of Maharaja
Ala Singh. His account is contemporaneous and most
authentic. He has given the following estimate of
Maharaja Ala Singh:
" In that country of Sirhind there was a Chief, nay
a commander of an army, who was a zamindar in that
land and also a ruler Hakim, a Governor Zabit and a
Commissioner Amin. No body else is so resourceful
in the countries of the Punjab, Lahore and Sirhind
as he is. He has got Mohammadans also in his service.
All Hindus are obedient to him*."

V

JangNamah, Qazi Nur Mohammad, page 45-46.
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Lapel H. Griffon has given the following estimate
of Maharaja Ala Singh :
" Among the Sikh Chiefs of his day, Ala Singh was
tainly one of the most distinguished. He was gallant
and at the same time prudent and laid Istrongly Ithe
foundations of the most important of Cis-Sutlej
states...
he was the most powerful Chief, in
south of the Sutlej
99

*

^^M

IJ

* The Rajas of the Punjab, page 28.
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MAHARAJA ALA SINGH'S EARLY
ANCESTORS

1

The course of the history of the Cis-Sutlej territory
would have been different had not the House of Phul
provided a long succession of able warriors and
statesmen including Maharaja Ala Singh. The House
of Phul traces its descent from Bhatti Rajputs, who
were rulers of Jaisalmer State. In still remoter times
these "Bhatti Rajputs", the descendants of " Yadu
Bhatti Tribe", as Tod calls them, had ruled over the
whole tract of land comprising modern Afghanistan,
Western Pakistan and the Punjab (India)*. Raja
Salivahna was the first of the Yadus who settled in
the Punjab and built a fortress named Salivahnpura
(Sialkot—West Punjab). The third in line from
Salivahna was Bhatti Rao, who provided the tribal
patronymf. The most powerful among the Bhattis
was Bijay Rai, who bore the brunt of the attack of
*

•

^

_

_^_

j

___^^^

* ^m

-^m^m*

* Annals of Jessulmeer, Vol. I I , page 1053.
About the rule of Judo Bhatti Tribe over the mountain of
Jud, Babar, the great Mughal Emperor, writes :
Seven Kos from Behra to the north, there is a hill. This
hill according to Timur's Zafar Namah and some other
books is called the hill of J u d . At first I was ignorant
about the name but afterwards discovered t h a t in this
hill there are two races of men, descendants of t h e same
father. One tribe is called Jud, the other Janjebeh. From
the ancient times, they had been the rulers and lords of the
hill.
Memoirs of Babar translated, by ErskineVoL II, page 43.
t Annals of Jessulmeer—Vol. I I , page 1060.
Aina-i-Brar Bans. Vol. I, page 23,
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Maharaja Bhupender Sin
900- 1938 A. D. )

e c o u r t e s y of His Highness R a j p r a m u k h

P.E.P.S.U.

Mahmud of Ghazni and fell fighting after a brave fight*.
Seventhf in line from Bijay Rai was Maharawal
Jaisal who founded Jaisalmer (Rajasthan). The third
son of Jaisal was Hem. Hem, owing to some family
bickering, came toward Bhatinda and Bhatner (modern
Hanuman Garh in Bikaner), where he carved out a

* Utbi writes in Tarikh-i-Yatnani about Mahmud's campaign
against Bijay R a i : —
" Mahmud collected armies with t r u s t w o r t h y guides and
valiant standards and crossing t h e I n d u s in the neighbourhood of Multan he marched towards t h e city gof Bhatia ;
the walls of which t h e wings of Eagle could not surmount
and which was surrounded by a ditch of exceeding d e p t h .
The city was rich as imagination can conceive in property,
armies and military weapons. There were elephants as head
strong as Satan. The ruler at t h a t time was Bijay Rai and
t h e pride which he felt in his State induced him t o leave
t h e walls of this fort and come forth to oppose t h e Musalman
in order to frighten t h e m with his warriors, elephants
and great prowess. The Sultan fought against him for
three days and nights. On the fourth morning a most
furious onslaught was made with swords and arrows which
lasted till noon when the Sultan ordered a general charge
to be made. I n this single charge he took several elephants
which Bijay Rai regarded as his chief defence of his centre.
At last God granted victory to the s t a n d a r d s of Islam.
Rai saw t h a t there was no chance of escape, he drew his
dagger, struck it into his breast and went to t h e fire which
God had lighted for t h e infidels.
Elliot and Dowson Vol. II, page 29-30,
t According to the genealogy given in Aina-i-Brar Bans Vol.

I, page 26.
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small principality*. Hem had a son, Jundhar, who
is well known for being the father of twenty one sons.
He is the acknowledged progenitor of several Jat and
Rajput clans in the Cis-Sutlej territory. The Rajputs
of the Ferozepur district, the Bhais of Kaithal, the
ruling houses of Patiala, Nabha and Jind and Faridkot
claim Jundhar as their common ancestor and link
back their genealogies with himf. Jundhar was
succeeded by Bhatti Rai, who was again succeeded
by Mangal Rai, and Mangal Rai was succeeded by
Anand Rai 'alias' Und Rai. It is very difficult to
determine their exact position and their dealings with
fellow Rajputs of Jaisalrner or their relationship with
Delhi government if they had any. But this much
appears to be certain that the conquest of India by
Shahabuddin Ghori greatly altered the position and

* Aina-i-Brar Bans, Vol. I, page 26. Punjab States Gazetteer,
page 25.
{ The following is the genealogical table of Manj
given in the Ferozepur Distt. Gazetteer, page 84 :

Rajputs

Rai Hem
Jundhar
!

Albhal

i

j agpai
Dhumb

Chinn

„ i
Padamrath
i

I

Raja Manj

R a n a Bhuti

Mokalsi
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the circumstances of the descendants of Bhatti Rai*.
Mangal Rai and Anand Rai were victims of the political
earthquake that followed after the conquest of India
by the Muslims. Khiwa, the son of Anand Rai, was
left forlorn. He shifted to Nalif and settled at Kot
Ladwa{. Here he married a Jat girl of Basehra subcaste. This marriage was not liked by other Rajputs,

*The Court histories like authors of Tarikh-i-Patiala and Aina-iBarar Bans give the following exaggerated account of the exploits of Hem and his successors. But such accounts do not
find any confirmation from independent or Muslim sources.
India in 1199 A. D.
When
Rao Hem was summoned to Delhi and was asked to
surrender the territory which he occupied. But he argued
t h a t the country had been ruled by his forefathers and
threatened the Emperor t h a t if the territory was not
bestowed on him, he would indulge in loot and plunder.
Ghori confirmed him in his possessions/'
Tarikh-i-Patiala, page 26*
iJ

Owing to the jealousy with the Bhattis, Pan war Rajputs
persuaded the Delhi Emperor to invade Rao J u n d h a r , son
of H e m . A battle was fought in which 75,000 men were
killed on the Emperor's side and J u n d h a r came out
victorious."
Aina-i-Barar Bans, Vol. I.

t

The Nali or the Sotar or Sot include the whole of the
Ghaggar valley and the country immediately adjoining it.
Both names refer especially to the hard alluvial soil and
are applied by all classes of people to this valley, not only
within the district b u t for a long way both above and
P
below it.

+ Kot Ladwa was near Sirsa.

Rai Khalsa by Giani Gian Singh,

page 1 (Urdu).
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who ostracized him and began to call him Kkot (alloy)
instead of Khiwa*. To a superficial observer the
marriage might appear the major incident, which
turned the Rajput descendants of Khiwa into Jats.
But if we go deep into the matter and study the
history of the various Jat tribes who claim Rajput
ancestory it would be evident that in the early stages
distinction between Rajputs and Jats was occupational
rather than ethnic]-. Had the social and economic
position of Khiwa been secure and had he been
prominent politically, he would neither have taken to
the profession of agriculture and cattle-breeding nor
would have married a Jat girl. By this marriage,
Khiwa had a son, Siddhu, who is considered the
*

* Tarikh-i-Siddhu Braran by Sir Attar Singh MS., page 15.
| I t is believed that those families of t h a t common stock
whom t h e tide of fortune h a s raised t o t h e political
importance have become Rajputs almost by mere virtue of
their rise ; and t h a t their descendants have retained the
title and its privileges on the conditions, strictly enforced,
by observing t h e rules by which the higher are distinguished
from t h e lower in t h e Hindu scale of [precedence ; of
preserving their , purity of blood by refusing to marry
with families of inferior social rank, of rigidly abstaining
from widow marriage and of refraining from degrading
occupations. Those who transgressed these rules have fallen
from their high position and ceased to be Rajputs ; while
such families as attaining d o m i n a n t position in their
territory, began t o affect social exclusiveness and observe
the rules, have become not only rajas b u t also Rajputs
a
sons of Rajas. So the distinction between Rajputs *
Tats is social and occupational rather than ethnical.
Ibbetson,
10C
»
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the common progenitor of all Siddhu Jats. Siddhu is
known as the father of many sons. One of his sons
was Dhar (Varh) who is the ancestor of Bhais of
Kaithal*. Siddhu settled at Sarai Nangaf. One of
the descendants of Siddhu was Brar. He was very
stout and strong, and fought against the Bhattis with
the help of his kinsmen. He settled at a village,
Kakhanwalif. Brar founded a new '* got " (clan),
"Siddhu Brar", which proved to be one of the most
powerful tribes of the Cis-Sutlej territory. The chiefs
of this tract mostly belong to this famous tribe.
Brar had two sons, Dul and Paur. From Dul descended
the Rajas of Faridkot and to the Paur's line belong
the Phulkian States of Patiala, Nabha and Jind. Dul
was the elder son of Brar. So according to the custom
of the times the title goes to the ancestors of Rajas
of Faridkot. Dul turned out of his house his younger
brother, Paur who had to face many troubles)]. Sixth
in line from Paur was Mehraj who lived in a village,
Phodipur Jalalan. Mehraj had a son Pakho and Pakho
had two sons, Mohan and Hubbal, who shifted to
Bedowali, a village near Bhatinda. The place had
been deserted by the descendants of Dul, who moved
to the village Ablu in the erstwhile Faridkot state**.
!

*

—

* Tarikh-i-Siddhu Braran MS. page 16.
| In Tehsil Muktsar of Ferozepur District.
Tarikh-i-Bangla Fazilka (No 54).
X Tarikh-i-Bangla Pazilka (No. 54).
I! Ibid.
** Tazkira-i-Khanclan-i-Rajaha-i-Phulkian,
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•

Mohan had six sons :
1. Roop Chand.
2. Karam Chand.
3. Kala (Bia Chand)..
4. Kul Chand.
5. Sema.
6. Sardul*.
The first four were by one wife and the last two
by the other. At Bedowali, Mohan and his son were
killed while fighting against the Bhattis. Roop Chand
left behind two sons, Sandli and Phul. Kul Chand
died young. Owing to constant animosity with
Bhattis, Mohan's descendants were compelled to leave
the place. After wandering about for some time, Kala
along with the rest of the family came to the village
Mari Siddh Qalandarj, which is situated at a distance
of two miles from Rampura—Phul Railway station.
The village had a pucca well, which belonged to the
Bhullar Jats. They were at that time the sworn
enemies of the SiddhusJ. They subjected Mohan's
branch to all sorts of humiliationsl|. Fortunately for
Kala, in 1631 A. D., Guru Hargobind Sahib came
to Mari Siddh Qalandar. Kala went to the Guru and
* Tazkirari-Khandan-i-Rajaha-i-Phulkian.
t Tarikh-i-Muktsar and Mamdot by Syad Nisar Ali, page 292.
X According to Punjab States Gazetteer, the Bhullars are
said to have been driven by Sidhus from Mari in Ferozepur
district. Hence Bhullars enemity towards Sidhus.
|| Tarikh-i-Pargna Muktsar and Mamdot, page 292.
Gurpartap Surya, Ras X ; Sakhian Bhai Mool Chand,
page 105.
*
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told him his piteous plight. The Guru* gave him
suitable advice and exhorted him to face the battle of
life boldly and courageouslyf.
* The place is now Called Gurusar (Encyclopeadia of Sikh
Literature—Punjabi).
According t o Bhai Santokh Singh (Gurpartap Surya) a n d
Bhagwan Singh (Sakhian Bhai Mool Chand MS. Gurmukhi),
it was Guru H a r Rai J i who helped Mohan's branch in
founding village Mehraj a n d blessed P h u l with prosperity
and future greatness. But all the Patiala records emphatically assert t h a t it was Guru Hargobind J i who helped in
founding the village Mehraj and gave t h e blessings*
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Tarikh-i-Pat iala, page 32.
I t is just possible t h a t t h e blessings might have baen
confirmed by Guru Har Rai J i who also visited Gurusar.
Encyclopeadia of Sikh Literature.
<or further details see the chapters " Ancestors "
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APPENDIX. No. 2.
V

Successors of Maharaja Ala Singh
Maharaja Ala Singh had three sons Sardul Singh,
Lall Singh, Bhumia Singh.* Bhumia Singh died
young, leaving behind one daughter, Rajinderan.
Lall Singh, the youngest son, died issueless. Sardul
Singh had two wives, Hukman and Resan. The latter
was the widow of his cousin Jodha Singh, son of
Sabha Singh, the elder brother of Maharaja Ala Singh.
By Hukman Sardul Singh had Araar Singh and
Resan Himmat Singh. Araar Singh succeeded his
grandfather, as Sardul Singh also died during the
lifetime of his father.
*

Daring the reign of Maharaja Amar Singh the glory
and prestige of Patiala State reached the highest pitch.
He obtained the title of Raj a-i-Rajgan from Ahmad
Shah Abdalif. He successfully waged a war against
the Bhattis and added territories to his kingdom. In
a punitive expedition he killed Jodha of Bhatinda. He
also repelled the Maratha tide of aggression under
Janko RaoJ. Maharaja Amar Singh died in 1781 A. D.
The early death of the Maharaja at the age of thirtyfive was a great loss to the house of Patiala, and
Griffin has rightly stated :
-

*

*

-

"If Raja Amar Singh had lived or had been succeeded
A

Risala-i-Rajju Singh.
| Khazana-i-Amara, page 107.
Siyar-ul-mutikharin, page 11^.
t The Rajas of the P u n j a b , page 5 1 .
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by rulers as able as himself, the Cis-Sutlej states
might have been welded into one kindom and their
independence might have been preserved both against
Lahore Monarchy on the one hand and the British
Government on the other*." He was succeeded by his
minor son, Sahib Singh. Maharaja Sahib Singh's
reign (1781-1813 A. D.) was full of internal calamities
and external aggressions. In 1783 A. D. there occurred
a very severe famine, which devastated the whole area
of Tohana, Jamalpur and Ratia. These territories
had been conquered and resettled by Maharaja Ala
Singh and Maharaja Amar Singhf. Another event
of note was the Maratha invasion of the Patiala
territory. The gallant leadership of Bibi Sahib Kaur,
the Maharaja's sister, averted this danger b}f defeating
the Marathas near ShahabadJ. It was during Maharaja
Sahib Singh's reign that all the Sutlej States accepted
the British protectorate. Maharaja Sahib Singh died
in 1813 A. D. and was succeeded by his minor son,
Karam Singh.
Maharaja Karam Singh followed a Pro-British policy
and helped the British to force the Gurkha troops
to retire from the Simla Hills during the Gurkha
War of 1814. Later on he declared that he was with
the British in the first Anglo-Sikh War. But soon
after he died in December 1845. He was succeeded
by Maharaja Narindar Singh.
*

* The Rajas of the Punjab, page 53.
t Boundary Dispute Correspondence Vol. I.
| Rajas of the Punjab, page 76.
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The most important event during the reign of
Maharaja Narindar Singh was the Indian Mutiny of
1857 A. D. The Maharaja sided with the British
because he did not want to revive the old, degenerate
and oppressive rule of the Mughals. The Maharaja
died in 1862 and was succeeded by his minor son,
Mohindar Singh. Maharaja Mohindar Singh's reign is
e
associated with multifarious welfare measures. H
contributed largely to the construction of the Sirhind
Canal. He opened the Mohindra College at Patiala
and donated Rs. 70,000 to the Punjab University,
Lahore. He died in 1876 A. D. and was succeeded
*

by his son, Rajindar Singh, who was also a noble
soul and continued the welfare work of his father.
Maharaja Rajindar Singh died in 1900 A. D. and was
succeeded by his son, Bhupendra Singh.
Maharaja Bhupendra Singh was a great politician
and took active part in political affairs. He was the
life-Chancellor of the Chamber of Princes. He attended
the Imperial War Conference in 1918 and represented
the Indian princes there. He was a renowned player
of Polo and Cricket. He died in 1938 A. D. and was
succeeded by his eldest son, Yadvindra Singh.
Maharaja Sir Yadvindra Singh is the present
Rajpramukh of Patiala and East Punjab States Union.
He is well-known for his relief measures to settle
refugees from West Pakistan. He has deep sympathies
with the people and has always stood for the welfare
of the masses. He has abolished oppressive agrarian
laws in order to encourage agriculture. In this respect
he has completed the work of the advancement of
162
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agriculture which was initiated by his great ancestor
Maharaja Ala Singh.
In the field of politics His Highness has
played a prominent part. As Chancellor of the
Chamber of Princes he gave very sound and patriot
lead to the Indian princes and persuaded them to join
the Indian Union at the most critical time of our
history. The Hon. Sardar Vallabhai Patel, the Deputy
Prime Minister of India, paid him a very glowing
tribute while inaugurating the Patiala and East Punjab
States Union in 1948.
" I must mention the noble contribution which
His Highness the Maharaja of Patiala made to the
unity and integrity of India. He took up the cause
of the country at a time when there were few friends
amongst the Princely Order and when serious attempts
were being made to Balkanize India by means of one
or more Rajasthans. It was his patriotic lead that
contributed in large measure to a change in the attitude
of the Princes to the problem of accession to the Indian
Dominion."
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APPENDIX No. 3.
Ladies of Note closely connected with Maharaja
Ala Sin%h.
*

-

One of the most remarkable women of the times
was Fateh Kaur, the wife of Maharaja Ala Singh.
She was the daughter of Khanan of village Kaleke*.
Fateh Kaur possessed an extraordinary intellect and
courage and she used to help Maharaja Ala Singh in
his political affairs. I t was Fateh Kaur, who at the
time of plunder of Barnala wisely left the place and
appointed a deputation to negotiate peace with Ahmad
Shah Abdali (1761) who was on his way to Kabul
after the Battle of Panipat. She was successful in
her attempt as peace was concluded on payment of
tributej. Again it was Fateh Kaur's sane advice
which saved Maharaja Ala Singh from complication.
After the sack of Sirhind and the death of Zain
Khan, Maharaja Ala Singh wanted to have the
possession of the city of Sirhind. But it was Fateh
Kaur who rightly advised him not to hanker after
the possession of that accursed city because it would
lower the prestige of Maharaja Ala Singh in the
eyes of the SikhsJ in general as no Sikh Chief was
prepared to accept the occupation of the same owing
I

* Tazkira-i-Khandan-i-Raja ha-i- Phul Kian.
f Tarikh-i-Patiala.
Tazkira-i - Khandan—Raj a ha-i-Phu lkian.
% Tarikh-i-Sikhan, Khuswaqat Rai.
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to its horrible memories of the death of the Guru
sons.
Maharaja Ala Singh always benefitted of his
sagacions wife. It was owing to her influence that
Maharaja Ala Singh's relations with the family of
Bhai Bhagtu, one of the most* revered Sikh families
of Cis-Sutlej territory were cemented. Bhai Gurbaksh
Singh of this family, who later on became the founder
of Kaithal state, helped Maharaja Ala Singh in his
conquest of Boha, Buddhladaf, Tobana and JamalpurJ.
Moreover Fateh Kaur had devoted herself to the
service of the Dal Khalsa and used to serve the Sikhs
in the common Kitchen|j. Her services in the common
kitchen brought Maharaja Ala Singh in close contact
with Dal Khalsa and strengthened his ties with Sikhs
in general.
*

Fateh Kaur lived for eight years after the death
of Maharaja Ala Singh and it was during this period
that her extraordinary wisdom and political sagacity
came into play. Just after the death of her husband
she installed Amar Singh on the throne. This action
of hers was so prompt and her influence was so great
that there was no opposition from the officials and all
• Kaifiat-i-Bhai Kiyan (MS. Persian).
I t is stated in Kafiat-i-Bhai Kiyan t h a t whenever there was
any trouble Fateh Kaur used to bring Maharaja Ala Singh
toBhuchoke where the family of Bhai Bhagtu was living
| f arikh-i-Patiala, page 53.
% Boundary Dispute Volume No. 1.
!! Patiala Raj Dian Parsidh Bibian (Gurmukhi).
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*

the courtiers recognized Maharaja Amar Singh to be
the lawful ruler, Himmat Singh, the half-brother
of Amar Singh, being elder than Amar Singh,
considered his own right to the throne. He, therefore, raised the standard of revolt and siezed the
fort of Bhawanigarh with its neighbouring territory.
On hearing this Maharaja Amar Singh led an expedition
to suppress the rebellion. At this critical juncture
Fateh Kaur's political sagacity and wisdom saved the
situation. She persuaded the brothers to arrive at a
compromise. Himmat Singh was allowed to retain his
possessions
This great lady who can rightly be called one of
the builders of the Patiala State died in 1773 A. D.f
•

t

By Fateh Kaur Maharaja Ala Singh had one
daughter named Pardhan* She was married to Mobar
Singh Randhawa of Village Ramdas (District Amritsar).
Pardhan was blessed with a son, Bhup Singh, who
died in childhood. Later on she could not pull on
well with her husband, who had brought a second
wife. She retired to her parental village, Barnala.
After her arrival at Barnala, Pardhan devoted
herself to religious pursuits and spent her time in
meditation on God. Maharaja Ala Singh granted her
a Jagir and appointed Bhai Nikka Singh, a learned
Sikh, to teach her the holy words of the Guru from
the Holy Granth. He also got erected separate
I

*

The Rajas of the Punjab.
t Patiala Rat Dian Parsidh Bibiao

166

residential quarters (Derah) and a Gurdwara for Bhai
Nikka Singh, who was later on succeeded by Baba
Gandha Singh. She also started a school (Pathshala)
for religious instructions to the children*. This pious
lady left her earthly abode in 1789f. Her charitable
institutions at Barnala still commemorate her pious
memory.
Another remarkable lady who was very closely
connected with Maharaja Ala Singh and had played
a prominent part in the history of Patiala State
was, Rajindran, the granddaughter of Maharaja Ala
Singh. She was the daughter of Bhumia Singh, the
son of Maharaja Ala Singh. Rajindran was married to
Choudhary Tilok Chand, the grandson of Choudhary
Chuhar Mai of Phagwara. Her husband died young
leaving behind one daughter. On the death of her
husband, she herself had taken possession of a half of
the estate leaving the other half for his brother-in-law
(Husband's brother)|,
*

Rajindran was a lady of remarkable courage and
intellect. When Maharaja Ala Singh was arrested by
Ahmad Shah Abdali on account of his arrears in
tribute and was being taken to Lahore in the royal
train (1765 A.D.) Rajindran approached her grandfather.
She offered to deposit the money and to secure the
release of Maharaja Ala Singh's person. But the

* Patiala Raj Dian Parsidh Bibian
t Ibid.
X Ibid.

167

atter tactfully declined the offer by saying that it was
not proper to accept money from the daughter.
Even after the death of her grandfather, Rajindran
always stood with Maharaja Amar Singh, her cousin
brother, to preserve the integrity of the Patiala State.
When in 1778 A. D. Maharaja Amar Singh was defeated
by Had Singh Sialba, Rajindran with three thousand
soldiers came to assist her brother in the fight against
the enemy, who was ultimately reduced to sub*
mission*.
••', f
9

*

During the reign of Maharaja Sahib Singh it was
Rajindran who made the greatest efforts to defend
Patiala from the Maratha inroads. She, accompanied
order to reach
by a strong force
up to Muth
some understanding with the Marathas. But her
died
sr
ft
recognized.
S
services we
1791 A. D.f

•

•
*

+_k-

v

* The itajas of the Punjab, page 71
t Ibid.
168

- - • -

;

APPENDIX No. 4.

Marathi Refi

on Maharaja Ala Singh

From Vasu Deva Dikshitam to the Peshwa (Balaji
Baji Rao).
Nagar Mai, the representative of Salabat Jang at
Delhi has dispatched a pair of messengers who reached
Aurangabad after 18 days and who re-started for
Salabat Jang's camp
Valji the chief messenger
orally gave out the news brought by the pairs :
ing away th
While the Pathan's son was
treasure, Ala Jat, the resident of Sirhind, a
d Sikhs f
about two hundred miles from Delhi
the Sect of Nanak united together, over-powered
the Pathan's son by blocking his way and completely
snatched awav his treasure."
Selection from Peshwa Daftar Vol. 21 letter No. 116.
From Laxman Appaji Ekbote to the Peshwa.
I was deputed by the Bhau to Sirhind along with
Laxmi Narain. When misfortune fell over army.
Laxmi Narain being a Hindustani, secured a place for
himself. With 50 or 60 Maratha Sowars, I was left
in the lurch. There was no place at all. A heavy
rush followed. So I approached Ala Singh Jat who
out of regard for your honour, gave me shelter. Up
to now I am with the Jat Sardar.
M

•

•

a

*

•

Your honour had sent some letters to Ala Singh
Jat, which have been replied by the Jat. All the
details will be known from them.
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Your servant searched for the dead body in this
province, but no trace could be found. I am conducting
further searches.
Abdali has left Delhi and is on his way to his own
country. He has reached Sirhind where he is staying
for two or three days.
Selection from Peshwa Daftar, Vol. 27, letter No* 262,
Purushottama Maha Deva (Higne) requests the
Subedar Sahib (Malhar Rao Holkar) thus; I am happy
at Shamli, included in the province of Interved (delta
between the Jamna and the Ganges) till the 1st of
Shahban. Your honour must have known the
happenings here through my detailed letters sent with
about five pairs of couriers but I have neither
received any reply nor any pair has returned as yet.
At present Abdali has marched from Lahore, has
pursued the Sikhs, has reached the Sutlej within two
days with light equipment and has given a battle
with Sikhs. About seven thousand Sikhs have perished.
Some were imprisoned and some took to heels. Now
he is at a distance of forty miles beyond Sirhind. He
wishes to encamp at Sirhind for some days and has
repaired the garden Shalimar in Sirhind with that
view. Raja Lakshmi Narain of Sirhind who was
formerly the servant of our government and who is
now the Dewan (manager) of Zain Khan, the Faujdar
of the Shah, has planned and attacked on the fortress
of Ala Jat by promising a ransom of fifty lakhs of
rupees to the Shah, This will take more months.
Rafaade Vol VI letter No. 465.
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The servants Bapuji Mahadeva and Purshottama
Maha Deva (Higne) request his honour Nana Swami
after many obiescences thus : We are happy at Sirhind
till the 11th of Shahban and expect to hear the same
about your honour. We have received no reply
though we have sent to your honour letters from time
to time. We, therefore, request your honour to write
us about your honour's good health every now and
then. Presently Shah Abdali marched from Lahore
with light equipment and gave a battle with Sikhs
near Sirhind. Then he invaded the territory of Ala
Jat, after arresting him, devastated his territory,
returned to Lahore with him and sent him to Kandhar.
We have received the news to the above effect.
Rajwade Vol. VI, letter No. 382.

MX

APPENDIX No. 5.

THE FIRMAN OF 21st RAMZAN
In Ihe Patiala Archives there is preserved one
firman with the following contents :
One Square Seal (with following dim words on
Abul Fatah Nasiruddin Mohammad Shah

I^J^U^OT^^'^-^^^^'^^^^W^V^
I

In the name of Raja Ala Phul, (our) Well-wisher,
possessor of loyality, displayer of fidelity, shelter of
gentility, resident of Padaur (Bhadaur)—he may be
apprised. The firman of exalted His Majesty has reached
just now that in the vicinity of Sirhind, the door of
the high handedness of the night raiders and mischief
mongers has opened. The whole country has fallen
desolate and masterless and country of Nali and its
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surroundings have also met the same fate. Since in
this connection there is displeasure of the exalted
temperament the high powered and generosity
entitling order, through excessive kindness along with
Mir Manno Khan and Samiyar Khan has therefore,
been despatched towards you. It is incumbent that
the above mentioned territory be occupied and its
rehabilitation be regarded as essential on your part
and your seat of residence should be shifted from
Padaur (Bhadaur) and efforts should be made towards its
population. In this respect after ascertaining
diligence, the title of raja will be bestowed upon you,
Moreover the route from Lahore to Delhi is perilous,
The population of the same is also very essential. In
addition to the previous territory of Padaur
^Bhadaur) Phul etc. already in your possession the
above mentioned territory is also bestowed upon
you. Further more you should take care of the fiefholders and old rajas under your protection and you
should remain in co-operation with them. In future
taking note of the place and prosperity orders will
be issued to you
Written on 21st of the month of Holy Ramian of
the year 1127 Hijri
The above noted Firman establishes the following
Conclusions :
1. The Firman is dated Ramzan 21, 1127 or 37,
as figure 2 is not clear.
2. In the period to which the Firman refers the road
from Delhi to Lahore was not safe and the
Jagirdar of the Cis-Sutlej territory had no sense
of security
•

*

*
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*

3.

Ala Singh at that time was the resident of
Bhadaur which has been mentioned twice.
*

4. The Nali territory was bestowed on Ala Singh
in addition to his own territory.
4

Let us scrutinize all these conclusions with reference
to their historical background.
.•

1. The Firman is dated Ramzan 21, 1127 Hijri,
Some historians like the author of Tarikh-i-Patiala and
Mohammad Latif and some contemporaries too*, perhaps
taking into consideration the long dot of figure two (2)
conclude that the date of Firman is Ramzan 21,1137
Hijri (1725 A. D.) But the internal evidence of the
Firman itself leads us to conclude that the Firman
is dated Ramzan 21, 1127 Hijri. (1715 A. D.). The
mention of insecurity of the travellers on road from
Delhi to Lahore and the unsafety of Jagirdars leads
us to conclude that Firman does not belong to the year
of 1725 A. D. (1137 Hijri) and it has been rightly
dated i. e. 1127 Hijri (1715 A. D.). Item No. 2 & 3 will
make this point more clear.
to

*
I

2.

It is clearly stated that road from Delhi to

Lahore is perilous

O-^O* (Khavabast) and it needed

to be populated The Jagirdars in Cis-Sutlej area were
not safe and needed protection by some strong
hand. Exactly these are the conditions which have
been mentioned by one contemporary historian of the
* S. Ganda Singh, Director of Archives Patiala vide his article
in Jiwan Sandesh's History Number.
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•

time, Khan Khan. He writes " The Carvans passing
from Delhi to Kabul were looted and plundered by
Isa Khan. The Imperial officer who had been assigned
Jagirs (in the Sirhind territory) could not get a penny
from their villages as the rents were forcibly collected
by Isa Khan*." It is agreed on all hands that Isa
Khan had grown to be the most powerful noble during
the reign of his patron Jahandar Shah (1712-13) after
which he took to looting and plundering. It is also
agreed on all hands that he died in 1718 A. D.f. The
condition of the country described in the Firman is
exactly the same as described by Khan Khan before
the death of Isa Khan}. Hence it can safely be concluded that the Firman is rightly dated 1127 Hijri
i. e. 1715 A. D. when Isa Khan was alive and was ;
" fishing in the troubled w a t e r s " as the whole of
the official machinery at that time was directed for
the suppression of Sikhs and the arrest of Banda
Bahadur.
Besides this there is another proof which clearly
indicates that the Firman relates the conditions of
1127 Hijri i. e. 1715 A. D. It is stated in the Firman
-

-

•

-

-

I

T_

'

•

I I

I

I-

~~

* Muntakhib-ul-Lubab by Khafi Khan Vol. 2 Page 767-768.
He is the same Khafi Khan who has given the Graphic detail?
about Banda Bahadur.
t (i) Muasar-ul-Umara (ii) Ibrat Namah Mohammad Kasim
(iii) I b r a t Namah Mjrza Mohammad.
% Khafi Khan writes t h a t owing to the plundering expeditions
of Isa Khan the Caravans passing through Delhi and Kabul
were not safe and no Jagirdar had the sense of security in
t h a t area. Muntakhib-ul-Lubab Volume 2 page 767.
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that Ala Singh was the

resident of Bhadanr.

There

-

is no mention of Barnala where to Ala Singh migrated
after the death of Isa Khan (1718 A. D.)*. In 1715
A. D., a year after the death of his father, Ala Singh
was putting tip with his elder brother Dunna Singh
at Bhadaurf, which has been mentioned twice in
the Firman. The general condition of the Cis-Sutlej
territory at that time and Ala Singh's condition as
stated in the Firman pertains to the year 1715 A. D.
f. e. (112 Hijri).
*

The most important aspect of the Firman nnder
consideration is that it bestows Nali territory to
' -Raja Ala Singh/' The close scrutiny in this respect
will throw light on the reasons for bestowing Nali
territory on Maharaja Ala Singh and the authorship
of ] the Firman. It is important to know what Nali
or
territory means|. The Nali territory—"The Nali
Sotar or Sot"— includes the entire Ghagger valley
and the country immediately adjoining it. The Nali
territory was included in Hissar Sarkar. The Hissar
Sarkar consisted of the following villages and towns :
1. Agroha, 2. Ahroni, 3. Athkhere, 4. Bhawani
Garh, 5. Punian, 6. Bharangi, 7. Bharwala, 8. Bhattu,
9. Birwa, 10. Bhatner, 11. Tohana, 12. Toshaim

* All the historians agree that Ala Singh migrated to Barnala
in 1718 A. D. Tazkira-i-Khandan-i-Rajaha-i-Phulkian.
*

Tarikh-i-Patiala page 40.
t Sakhian Bhai Mool Chand (MS. Gurmukhi).
Sirsa Settlement Report page 29.
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r

13. Jind, 14. Jamalpur,
15. Hissar, 16. Dhatrat,
17. Sirsa, 18. Shoeram, 19. Sidhmukh, 20. Swani,
21. Shanzdehat, 22. Fatehabad, 23. Gohana, 24. Khanda,
25. Mihum, 26. Hansi*. Some of the important towns
of Nali territory were Tohana, Jamalpur, Fatehabad,
Sirsa and Hissar and all these towns were under the
jurisdiction of the Faujdar of Hissar.
•

•

In the period to which the Firman pertains the
Faujdar of Hissar was no less well-known a person
than Shahdad Khan of Kasur, who ruled the Nali
territory from 1707 to 1737 A. D.-f. He was the same
person who was deputed by Abdul Samad Khan, the
Governor of Lahore, to chastise Isa Khan, who had
grown the most powerful man of the area. Shahdad
Khan was successful in killing Isa Khan. It, therefore, looks most improbable that Shahdad Khan's
territory might have been entrusted to Ala Singh in
1715 A. D. or even in 1725 (1137 Hijri) especially
when he had not established his power.
There is a good deal of confusion in the Firman.
The Firman is dated 1127 Hijri (1715 A. D.) and it
refers to the events of that time but on the seal
there is the name of Nasir-ud-din Mohammad Shah who
ascended the throne in 1719 A. D. The author of the
Firman appears to have the knowledge of this confusion and he has tried his best to make the confusion
confounded because he had written the word " Jalus'
*

* Hissar Gazetteer page 23.
*

Hissar Gazetteer, Ibrat Namah
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Mohammad

Kasim.

4

along with Hijri Era. It is a matter of common
knowledge that there are two distinct eras used by
the historians and writers. Mostly the Muslim writers
use Hijri era and also San-i-Jalus—i.e. Era which begins
with the succession of the Emperor. Evidently enough,
1127 (figures) pertains to the Hijri Era, which he
had indicated by writing the word Hijri. But at the
same time he has written the word " Jalus " after the
same figure
The most important factor which causes serious
doubt about its genuineness is its absence from the
early Patiala Records like Tazkira-i-Khandan-i-Raja ha-iPhulkian. There is no mention of this Firman
anywhere. Kapur Singh, Attorney of Maharaja Karam
Singh, who fought for the cause of Patiala Chief in
the boundary dispute with East India Company does
not mention this Firman anywhere even though it
referred to the territory under dispute i. e. Nali terrioty.
It appears that it was not there uptil the 1836 A. D.
and it has been inserted in the Patiala records later on.
I

i

*

Besides this, even if we take this Firman to be true,
it appears to be a foreign element in the harmonious
development of the life of Maharaja Ala Singh. Had
any Imperial Firman been issued to Maharaja Ala Singh,
he would have derived full benefit out of it. But on
the other hand we find that Maharaja Ala Singh was
imprisoned at the hands of AH Mohammad Khan. In
those days when the Maharaja was struggling hard to
carve out his own principality any favourably gesture
from Delhi Court would have meant a lot to Maharaja
178

Ala Singh. Had Nali territory been bestowed upon
him as is stated in this Firman he would have
definitely acquired that territory one way or other.
But we do not find any reference to this Firman in any
of the records prior to Maharaja Karam Singh's reign.
The later historians, give the following reasons for
the issue of the Firman.* They hold that Maharaja had
earned a lot of fame and renown by defeating the
powerful Muslim confederacy of Rai Kalha and Asad
* " This brilliant success over the combined forces of the
Rajputs and the P a t h a n s spread terror throughout the
neighbouring country and tended materially to strengthen
the position of Ala Singh. The Sikhs across the Sutlej
flocked to his standard and the number of his followers
rapidly increased. He conquered many villages and built
new ones. His fame reached Delhi and the Emperor
Mohammad Shah deputed the Viceroy Mir Manno and
Samiyar Khan with a firman (Dated 21st Ramzan 1137.
Hijri) asking Ala Singh to assist in the management of
Sirhind and promising him the title of Raja if he acquitted
himself to the satisfaction of the Imperial Court."
Latif's History of the Punjab Page 326'#
^
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Ali Khan and the fame of Ala Singh reached the Delhi
Court, where Emperor Mohammad Shah issued above
cited Firman. But if we critically study the dates of
l

the issue of Firman as well as the date of the defeat
of the Muslim confederacy by Ala Singh it will become
crystal clear that the reasons given above cannot hold
the ground. It is agreed by all authorities that Sonde
Khan did not die earlier than 1730 A. D.* Hence the
date of the defeat of the Muslim confederacy by Ala
Singh cannot be earlier than 1730 A. D. But the
* " H e t h e n fought t h e Rai of Kot, who h a d collected a large
force, assisted by several Chiefs among others Jamal Khan
Chief of Maler Kotla and Nawab Sayad Asad Ali Khan, the
Imperial Faujdar of Jullundar D o a b . After a hard contested
engagement, the Sikhs carried t h e day, Asad Ali Khan was
slain, his troops fled and their example was followed by the
rest. A large number of enemy's troops were killed and
many were made prisoner. This victory was gained in 7731."
Latif's History of the Punjab page 326.
Sonde K h a n died in 1731 and his adopted son Nigahia Khan
disgusted at being refused share with the two sons of the
deceased, took service with Ala Singh and persuaded Sardul
Singh, t h e son of the latter in an attack upon the village
Nima which t h e y captured and destroyed. (This brought
m
against Ala Singh).
*

\ajas of the Punjab, Griffi
4

Raj Khalsa, Giani Cian Singh, page 14+
V -
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Firman is -dated 1715 or 1725. Hence it cannot be
established that the Firman was issued due to the
Ala Singh's brilliant victory over his powerful neighbours.
If we critically examine the date of the issue of the
Firman the reasons lor the issue of the same, and the
contents of Firman, we cannot believe it to be a
genuine one. It gives authority to Ala Singh to own
the territory (Nali territory), which remained under
dispute from 1-803-1858 A, D. and yet strangely enough
it finds no mention in the Boundary Dispute Correspondence which gives minute details about the villages
under dispute. All this evidence leads us to conclude
that it lias been inserted in the Patiala records later on
by some clever courtier in order to please the Patiala
Chief. Surely this Firman deserves the same treatment
as has been meted out to its likes in the pages (27-8-279)
of the Rajas of the Punjab, by Griffin.
*

•

t

*

\

*

.,

ISi
,

V • *

APPENDIX No. 6.
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'

Petition of Ghulam Farid Khan and others dated 11th
August, 1820,
•

*
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Z>#0r signed.

*

Petition of Ghulam Farid Khan and other Afghans
and Bahadur Singh, resident of village Tohana in reply
to the letter of His Highness Maharaja Sahib Bahadur
dated Sawan shudhi Panj 1877 B, K.—11th August 1820.
-

The petition is being submitted to the hearing of
the master of bounty, his exalted shadow be everlasting, his good fortune be eternal, by Ghulam Farid
Khan, Jiwan Khan, Qadir Bakhsh, Nigahi Khan,
Qalandar Bakhshi Khan, Daler Khan, Ibrahim Khan,
Game Khan and rest all of the Afghans and Bahadur
Singh Khatri, Tek Chand Khatri etc, etc. After
carrying out the formalities of servitude and prostration
which is the custom of the old loyal subjects, we beg to
say that generositjf signifying and authority indicating
letter for bringing out the condition of town Tohana in
detail with explanation of previous and present condition
beginning from the first year of the Majestys administeration in that town along with the number of years and
loss of population and destruction and the reasons for
the ruin of the said town and also circumstances of the
invasion of the territory of zones, in the nearness of
Tohana came to our hearing. From Sam bat 1860
(B. K.) to say the truth without any deletion and
addition in all sincerity and according to the correct
findings the state of affairs of Tohana is as follows :
*

That the said town is the seat of the Pargna under the
administration of Hissar Feroza. First of all Mir Asad
Aii etc! Bilpch collected the revenue of this place.
Now seventy years had passed that from the beginning
of Sambat 1807, the rule of Ala Singh began. The
following persons named Gujar Khan, Khwaja
133

Mohammad Khan, Anpajan and Abdul Rehman Khan
and other Afghans of Tohana, the ancestors of the
petitioners presented themselves to the presence of the
esteemed Maharaja at Munak and accepted to pay the
revenue to your government. The thanedari of this
place was bestowed upon Sara Singh, Bika Singh
the name of Sahib Ram and
Sekhon and Tahsildar
later on Hazari Mai. For about four years Afghans
cash and later on
landlords paid
sometime by Kankut and sometime by kind. In
Sambat 1814 (B. K.) Abdul Samad Khan, Faujdar of
Sirhind along with Mohammad Amin Khan Bhatti
came to Jamalpur and after having been defeated by
the armies of Maharaja Ala Singh vacated Jamalpur.
At that time also your rule at Tohana remained intact.
of Maharaja
In Sambat 1815 (B
the empl
«

.

.

'
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Ala Singh constructed a fort of Tohana which still
exists. From the beginning Sambat 1807 your Majesty's
administration continued uninterrupted and without
break in the town of Tohana for the period of thirty
four years. Due to pillage involved in the movement of Armies of Baghel Singh and incidents of famine
1840, the resident of Tohana became destitute and in
1341 they were ruined at the hands of robbers.
Boundary Dispute Vol. 1 (MS. Persian.)
N. B.—This document not only describes in detail the
Maharaja Ala Singh's occupation of Tohana but also
throws a good deal of light on his way of administration.
*

*'
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APPENDIX No. 7.
BIBLIOGRAPHY
Persian
i.

Manuscripts

Boundary Dispute Volumes :—
*

Four volumes (1st, 4th, 8th and tenth with A. R.
No : 4409, 43^6, 4398 and 4397) are in the Punjab
Records Office, Simla and five volumes of the same series
(3rd, 5th, 7th, 9th and one more) have recently been
discovered by the author from the Commissioner's office,
Ambala Cantt.
The first volume is the most important and contains
Very authentic and valuable information regarding the
territory conquered by Maharaja Ala Singh, which
subsequently became the matter of dispute. It has
references to the principles of settlement framed by
Mr. B. Brown, the successor or Mr. Wiiliam Fraser, the
district Officer, Hissar. The other volumes contain
the statements and counter-statements of the various
witnesses.
2. Akhbarat-i-Darbar-i-Mualla :
Darbar-i-Mualla (Jaipur) records form one of the
most important historical records giving minute details
about the events in the North. News items are in the
Chronological order, beginning with dates in Hijri. We
find frequent references to Sikhs in these records and
some of them give useful information about activities
of the Sikhs in the 18th century.
•

I

Akhbarat-i-Muttafarriqa (No. 18) is one of the most
important records because it describes Maharaja Ala
Singh's relations with Zain Khan, the Abdali Governor
185

of Sirhind and also throws a good deal of light on
Maharaja Ala Singh's relations with Najib-ud-daula.
The following news items are important with regard to
the history of Maharaja Ala Siugh :
Shaban 1172, Zil Ka'da 11?4,
28th Zil hijja, Muharram 1177,
9th Rajab 1177, 28th Zil hijja 1177,
17th Ramzan 1178.
3. Tazkira-i-Khandan-i-Raja ha-i-Phulkian :
Transcribed copy, Khalsa College, Amritsar.
It is one of the most important manuscripts of the
Patiala records. It was written during the reign of
Maharaja Karam Singh (1813-1845 A. D.) by some
courtier, whose name has not been mentioned. It is
considered to be the oldest record on Patiala] history.
It gives a very sketchy! account of Maharajaf[Ala
Singh. Like other traditional accounts it is dominated .
by details of marriages and sons and the blessings of
the holy. Almost every statement about Maharaja
Ala Singh'needs careful examination! and scrutiny. At
. places it suffers from serious omissions.
4. Risala-i-S. Rajju Singh :
*

*

Personal Library, Director of Archives, Patiala.
It is a small treatise on the division of the
ancestral property of the descendants of Phul. It
• supplies details—names of villages, which Maharaja Ala
Singh received as his share. It gives useful information
about the circumstances, which led to the foundation
of village Phul. It also contains personal details about
marriage and sons, etc.
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This manuscript was written in Mohurram, 1242
A H. (==1826 A. D.)
5. Ahwal-i-Khandan-i-Rajgan-i-Patiala
By Manna Singh Giewal, Himmat Singh Grewal
and Bira Singh. .
Personal Librarv, Director of Archives, Patiala.
This small manuscript was written in 1825 A. D.
It contains very valuable information about Kanwar
Himmat Singh, the grandson of Maharaja Ala Singh.
It establishes the fact that Maharaja Ala Singh was
still in imprisonment when Kanwar Himmat Singh
was born.
6. Kitab-i-Kaifiat-i-Khandan-i-Bhai Kian
I

-

This is a manuscript of only a few pages bound with
Tazkira-i-Raja ha-i-Phulkian preserved in Patiala
Archives. It traces the history of Bhai Bhagtu's family
to which Bhai Gurbaksh Singh, the founder of the
Kaithal State belonged. It gives the details of the
cordial relationship between Maharaja Ala Singh and
Bhai Gurbaksh Singh.
7. Ahwal-i-Khandan-i-Patiala wa Jind :
*

It is a small manuscript in the personal library of
Director of Archives, Patiala. It gives a good deal of
information on the ancestors of Maharaja Ala Singh.
8. Ahwal-i-Kbandan-i-Phulkian.
9.

Kitab-i-Kaiflat-i-Phulkian:

These are two very small manuscripts consisting of
a few pages only, preserved in Patiala Archives. These
two manuscripts are important ones because they, at
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places, supplement the information supplied
by
Tazkira-i-Rajaha-i-Phulkian.
10. Ibrat Namah by Mirza Mohammad:
Transcribed copy, Khalsa College, Amritsar.
This manuscript is also known as "Swaneh Mirza
Mohammad Harsi " It gives a lot of information about
the events from 1705 to 1719 A. D. The author was
contemporary of Aurangzeb.
The manuscript is very useful for writing historical
background prior to the rise of Maharaja Ala Singh.
11. Tahmas Namah, by Tahmas Khan Miskin.
Photostat copy (from British Museum) Khalsa
College, Amritsar.
Tahmas Khan Miskin was the personal attendant
of Mir Manno Governor of Lahore (1748-1753) and later
on he joined the service of Zain Khan, the Abdali
Faujdar of Sirhind. The author was, therefore, eye
witness of so many important events.
This source is extremely useful for tracing Maharaja
Ala Singh's relations with Najib-ud-daula and condition
of Sirhind prior to the fall of Zain Khan.
12. Tazkira-i-Anand Ram Mukhlis, Part II.
•

•

m

I

•

*

Transcribed copy, Khalsa College, Amritsar.
The author Anand Ram Mukhlis was amongst the
fighting forces of the Moghal Emperor Mohammad Shah
and fought in the Battle of Manupur (1748). He
graphically describes the valour and pluck with which
Maharaja Ala Singh fought against Ahmad Shah Abdali.
13. Gulistan-i-Rahmat, by Mustjah Ali Khan.
Rampur State library, Extract copy Khalsa
College, Amritsar.
•

*
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This is one of the most authentic history ol Rohillas
and it describes in detail the activities of Ali Mohammad
Khan during his stay at Sirhind. It greatly helps us
to determine date of imprisonment and period of
imprisonment of Maharaja Ala Singh.
14. Gul-i-Rahmat:—
It is also a similar account of Rohillas and gives
snore or less the same information which is supplied by
Gulistan-i-Rahmat.
15. Qazi Nur Mohammad's Jang Namah :—
Transcribed copy Khalsa College, Amritsar.
It has also been published by Sikh History Research
Department Khalsa College, Amritsar.
t

Qazi Nur Mohammad accompanied Ahmad Shah
Abdali in his sixth invasion and he was the eye-witness
of the glory and splendour of Maharaja Ala Singh.
It supplies one of the most important contemporaneous account which throws a flood of light on the
character and career of Maharaja Ala Singh.
16. Tarikh-i-Salatin-i-Afghana, by Ahmad Yadgar.
•

Transcribed copy Khalsa College, Amritsar.
This important manuscript gives the history of
the Afghan families in India and provides useful information regarding Maharaja Ala Singh too. It supplies
us with a dialogue between Ahmad Shah Abdali and
Maharaja Ala Singh in which the latter was asked to
remove his hair.
17. Ahwal-i-Najib-ud-daula, by Behari Lall.
*

I

This manuscript has been written in 1787 by Munshi
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Behari Lall son of Badri Dass of Bareilly. It contains
the accounts of Najib-ud-daula, Ali Mohammad Khan
and Dundi Khan.
It has decided very controversal issue about the
time of the arrest of Maharaja Ala Singh,
18. Tarikh-i-Bina wa Aruj-i-Sikhan :—
Photostat copy Khalsa College, Amritsar.
This is a small manuscript written by Timur Shah.
It gives a brief history of the Sikhs and supplies useful
information regarding the military strength of Maharaja
Ala Singh.
The following manuscripts give useful information
regarding the events connected with the life of Maharaja
Ala Singh :—
19. Tazkira-i-Imadul-mulk.
Transcribed copy Khalsa College.
20. Mukhlas-ul-Tarikh by Farzand Ali.
Transcribed copy Khalsa College.
21. Ahwal-i-Adina Beg Khan.
Transcribed copy Khalsa College.
22. Ibrat Namah Mohammad Kasim of Lahore.
Trnscribed copy Khalsa College.
23. Tarikh-i-Bhau wa Janko.
Transcribed Copy Khalsa College.
24. Tazkira-i-Shakir Khan.
_

Transcribed copy Khalsa College.
25. Tarikh-i-Hussain Shahi by Syed Imam-ud-din
Hussain. Transcribed copy Khalsa College.
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26. Risala-i-Nanak Shah by Budh Singh.
Transcribed copy Khalsa College.
27. Khalsa Namah by Bakhat Mai.
Transcribed copy Khalsa College.
28. Bayan-i-Waqayi, by Khwaja Abdul Karim.
Transcribed copy Khalsa College.
29.

Tarikh-i-Pimjab by Bute Shah, Vol. I.
Transcribed copy Khalsa College.
30. Tnrikh-i-Sikhan by Khushwaqat Rai.
Transcribed copy Khalsa College.

•

*

31.

Ibrat Namah Ali-ud-din.
Transcribed copy Khalsa College.

32. Ahwal-i-Najib-ud-daulah by Nur-ud-din.
Photo stat copy Khalsa College, Amritsar.
p

Urdu Manuscripts.
1. Tarikh-i-Siddhu Braran by Sir Attar Singh.
Transcribed copy Khalsa College.
Sir Attar Singh Bhadaur was one of the direct
descendants of Dunna Singh, elder brother of Maharaja
Ala Singh. He has written this manuscript in 1367
A. D. and it gives valuable details about family history
of the descendants of Phul, the grand father of Maharaja
Ala Singh. Dates are often confusing and undependable.
2.

Tazkira-i-Rajab Ali Khan :
\

Transcribed copy Khalsa College.

This manuscript is the autobiography of Rajab Ali
Khan of Jagraon who later on became the member of
Board of administration under Lawrence. It gives
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useful details about the life ofNawab Asad Ali Khan
Faujdar of Jullundar Doab, who was killed in the Battle
of Barnala in 1731 A. D.
Gwmukhi Manuscripts*
t, Sakhian Bhai Mool Chand by Bhai Bhagwan
Singh. Motibagh Palace Library.
This important manuscript was written in 1793
A. D. It supplies very useful information not only
about Maharaja Ala Singh, but also gives valuable details
about the conditions of the times prior to the rise of the
founder of Patiala State. It provides graphic descriptions
of the famines and the Bhatti and Barar raids.
2. Jassa Singh Binod :
*

Transcribed copy Khalsa College.
m.

It is the biography of Jassa Singh Ahluwalia and
gives many details about the movements of Sikhs in
the 18th Century. It provides useful information about
Maharaja Ala Singh.
•

3. Travels of Guru Tegh Bahadur and Guru Gobind
Singh. Khalsa College, Amritsar.

This manuscript not only gives details about the
travels of the Gurus but describes warlike habits of
the Barars who constituted one branch of great Siddhu
Barar tribe.
4. Phul Bans Parkash,
Patiala Archives.
This manuscript traces the history of Jind State
one of the Phulkian States. It gives useful information about the ancestors of Maharaja Ala Singh.
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MARATHI RECORDS.
The Marathi records are in the form of news letters.
Perhaps Maharaja. Ala Singh (Ala Jat) is the only
misaldar who is so frequently mentioned in the Marathi
records of Abdali period. The following news letters
give extremely valuable information about Maharaja
Ala Singh:
Selection from Peshwa Daftar Vol. 21 by G. S
Sardesai.
Letters No : 116, 197, 69.
Selection from Peshwa Daftar Vol. 27 :
Letters No : 109, 133, 218, 220 and 262
Marathanchya Itihasachin Sadanen.
by Raj wade Vol. No. 6
Letters No : 378, 382 and 465.

PRINTED WORKS
PERSIAN.
1. Muasar-ul-Umara 33 Vols.
Published by Asiatic Society of Bengal, Calcutta#
2. Muntakhib-ul-Lubab by Khafi Khan.
Published by Asiatic Society of Bengal, Calcutta.
3. Khazana-i-Amara by Ghulam Ali.
Printed at Nawal Kishore Press Kanpur.
4. Shah Alam Nawab by Ghulam Ali.
Published by Asiatic Society of Bengal, Calcutta,
5. Siyar-ul-Mutakharm.
Nawal Kishore Press, Kanpur,
•

-

ft

-

6.

Hadiqat-ul-Aqalim.
Nawal Kishore Press, Kanpur.
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f

7. Zafar Namah Guru Gobind Singh Ji.
8. Muqaddma Ahmad Shah Baba.
Published by Matbah Amomia, Kabul.
URDU
1. Tarikh-i-Patiala by Khalifa Mohammad Hussain,
Prime Minister of Patiala.
*

Safir-i-Hind Press Amritsar.
I

2. Aina-i-Brar Bans 3 Volumes.
I

Balbir Press, Farid Kot.
3. Raj Khalsa by Giani Gian Singh.

*

Niranjan Singh & Sons Bazar Mai Sewan,
Amritsar.
4. Tarikh-i-Makhazan-i-Punjab by Mufti Ghulam
Sarwar. Nawal Kishore Press, Kanpur.
5. Tarikh-i-Bangla Fazilka.
Victoria Press, Lahore (1889)
6. Tarikh-i-Chajjar by Ghulam Nabi.
Faiz Ahmadi Press (1866).
7. Tarikh-i-Pargna Mukatsar and Mamdot, by Syed
Nisar Ali. Victoria Press Lahore (1876).
8. Rajput Goten, by Fazal Haq.
Muslim Rajput, Lahore.
9. Hyat-i-Haflz Rahmat Khan, by Syed Aitaf Ali.
f

Nizami Press Badayun, (U. P.)
10. Daulat-i-Durrania.
Qaumi Press, Delhi.
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11. Tarikh-i-Afgnana by Syed Zahur-ul-Hassan.
12. Ayat-i-Afghana by Hyat Khan.
#

13. Twarikh-i-Gosha-i-Punjab by Radha Kishan
(1861). Matbah-i-Punjabi, Lahore.
14. Waqiat-i-Durrani by Mir Waris AH,
Printed at Kanpur in Matbah-i-Nizami.
GURMUKHI.
1. Panth Parkash Rattan Singh.
Khalsa Samachar, Amritsar.
2. Gurshabad Ratnakar Encyclopaedia of Sikh
Literature by Kahan Singh of Nabha.
3. Maharaja Ala Singh by Karam Singh.
Khalsa Parcharak Vidyala, Tarn Taran.
4. Shamsher Khalsa by Giani Gian Singh.
Wazir-i-Hind Press, Amritsar.
5. Patiala Raj dian Parsidh Bibian by Bhai Atma
*

Singh. Printed and published at Patiala.
6. Sakhian Baba Budha Ji.
Sikh History Society, Amritsar.
7. Gurpartap Surya by Bhai Santokh Singh, edited
by Dr. Bhai Vir Singh Ji.
8. Raja Amar Singh—Khalsa Tract Society, Amritsar.
9. Prachin Jang Name by Shamsher Singh Ashok.
Published by S. G. P. C, Amritsar.
ENGLISH.
1, Calendar of Persian Correspondence Vol. II.
Govt. Publication.
:
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2. Tarikh-i-Alaingir Sani.
Translated and abridged by Sir J. N. Sarkar.
3. Delhi Chronicle.
Translated and abridged by Sir J. N. Sarkar.
4. Fall of Mughal Empire Vol. I & II by J.N. Sarkar
M. C. Sarkar and Sons, Calcutta.
5. The Rajas of the Punjab by Lepel Griffin.
Punjab Printing Company, Lahore. 1870.
6. Chiefs & Families of Note in the Punjab by
Charles Francis Massay. Printed at Allahabad.
7. The Sketch of the Sikhs by John Malcolm, London
1798.
8. Description of Principal Kotla Afghans by Innayat
Ali Lahore 1882.
i

9. History of Sikhs by Joseph Davey Cunningham.
Oxford University Press (1918) London.
•

10. History of the Punjab by Syed Mohammad Latif.
Calcutta 1891.
11. Punjab Caste & Tribes by Denzil Ibbetson.
Government Printing Lahore.
12. History of Origin and Progress of the Sikhs by
James Brown. (India Tract) v London 1788.
13. History of Sikhs by M'Gregor Vol I, London
1846.
14. A Journey from Bengal to England by George
Forster Vol I, New Bond Street, London.
15. History of Sikhs by H. R. Gupta Vol. I, Minerva
Bookshop, Lahore.
16. History of India as told by its own Historians
by Elliot & Dawson. Vol II. London 1867-77.
*
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17. New History of Marathas by G. 3. Sardesai,
Phoenix Publications, Bombay.
18. ShahAulum by Franchlin,
»

*

19.
20.
21.
•-

22.
23.

London, 1798.
Coins of the Native Chiefs by R. C. Temple,
History of Jats by K. R. Qanungo, M. C. Sarkar &
Sons, Calcutta.
Memoirs of Zahir-ud-din Babar by William
Erskine, Oxford Press, London.
Rajasthan by Tod.
History of Maratkas by Grant Duff, Oxford
University Press, London.
Punjab State Gazetteer Vol. XVIL 1904.
Punjab Gazetteer Jullundar and Kapurthala
1904.
Hissar Gazetteer 1904.
Ludhiana Gazetteer 1888-89.
Rohtak Gazetteer 1833-84.
Sirsa Settlement Report 1883.
Hissar Settlement Report 1883.
Land Revenue Settlement of Rohtak District
1873-79.
Journal of Indian History Vol 5 Part II.
Calcutta Review CXXII—1875.
Sardesai Commemorative Volume.
Ministry of Infoimation Fatiala's Journal Patiala
Post Copies Jan. and Feb. 1943 August 1946.
Phlats' Hindustani Dictionary.
Encyclopaedia Brittanica.
Glossary of the trites and Castes of the Punjab
and N. W. F, P. Government Printing, Lahore,
*

24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
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INDEX
A.
Aakalia—46,
Abdul Samad Khan :—33,41,34,85,86,87,88,89,93,94,
96,97,177,184,
J
_

I

Abdul Rehman Khan—184.
Abohar—43,
Abu Khan—74.
Adina beg :—83, 84, 94, 95, 117.
Afghan—95.
Afghanistan—58—152.
Agroha—176.
Ahmad Prince ;—16, 6Sf 70, 131.
Ahmad Shah Abdali (Abdali or Shah) :—13, lb, 4U
66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 84, 8>, 97, 98, 99, 101, 103,
105,106,107, 108, 109, 110, 112, 113, 116, 118,
120, 121, 122, 123, 124, 127, 129, 130, 133,
134, 135, 136, 137, 13S, 146, 149, 150, 160,
164, 167, 170, 171, 188, 189.
Ahmad Yadgar—110.
Ahroni—176.
Ajit Singh, Baba—36.
Akal Bunga :—120,
Akalgarh :—89.
Akbar :—32, 37, 40, 139, 146.
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Akbarpur :—82.
Alam Singh :—65.
Alamgir Sani—13, 16, 84, 88, 93, 131, 132, 143.
Albhal :—54.
Aligohar, Prince, 87, 88.
Alike—46.
Ali Mohammad Khan :—9, 10, 16, 41, 55, 57, 58, 50,
60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 66, 68, 131, 142, 178, 189,
190.
Allahdad Khan Bohewala—54.
Ambi—23.
Amar Singh—73.
Amar Singh (Maharaja) 43, 55, 71, 103, 103, 116, 117
118. 160, 165, 166, 168.
Amritsar :—13, 26, 120, 186, 188, 189, 190, 191, 192.
Ambala Cantt—185.
Anand Rai (Und Rai)—154, 155.
Anand Ram (Mukhlis)—58, 69, 146—188.
Anglo-Sikh War—161.
Anpajan—184.
Arjan Dev, Guru, 32.
Asad Ali Khan—49, 50, 51, 180, 192.
Asa Singh Kaleke—66.
Athkhere—176.
Attar Singh, Sir,—191.
Aurangzeb—57
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Baba Buddha—26,
Babar—152.
BadriDass—10. .
Badru K h a n - 2 6 .
Badavli—96.
BagaMal—71.
Bagpat Ghat—98.
Baghel Singh—184,
Bahar Khan—54.
Bahadur K h a n - 7 5 , 76, SI.
Bahadurpur—82.
Bahadur Shah—37, 49
Bahadur Singh-183.
Bahawalpur State—44.
BahbilGill-23.
Banda Bahadur-27, 38, 40, 79, 147, 175
Bakhto—26.
Bakhta Singh—28, 29, 31, 35, 47.
Bali—25.
Baloch (Baluch)—75, £0, 87.
Baluke—46.
Balupur—76.
Banur—105.
Basehra—155.
Bareta—82.

•

I

Barnala-16, 36, 41,45, 46,47,48, 50,51, 52,57,
64,103,104,108,|109, 130, 133, 135,140,
144, 164, 148, 166, 167, 176.
Bapuji Mahadeva—171.
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T

Batumra—90.
Bazidpur—96,
Bazid Khan—41.

4

*

Bedowali—158.
Begi—55,56.

i
•

Bekaner—17, 44, 53, 153.
*

Behra—152.
Beela—-26.
Bel Rekhan—76, 90.
Bhai Bhagtu-32, 165.
Bhai Buddha Singh—-114.
Bhadaur-16, 28, 29, 30, 35, 36, 37, 45, 46, 172,17S,
174, 176, 191.
Bhaini—71.
Bharatpur—13, 130.
BharuRai—41.
Bharat Ithas Samshodhaka Mandla—10.
Bharwala-—176,
Bhasaur—118.
i

Bhatti : - 1 6 , 17, 32, 42, 43, 44, 45, 52, 53, 54, 55,
74, 75, 77, 79, 80, 81, 83, 84, 85, 86, 88,
89, 132, 149, 152, 155, 158, 160, 192.
Bhatia-153.
Bhatti Rao or R a i - 1 7 , 152, 154, 155,157.
Bhatinda-32, 35, 42, 71, 153, 157, 160.
Bhatinda Dhuri line —19.
Bhatner : - 4 1 , 43, 44, 80. 81. 88, 153, 176.
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Bhattiana^44.
Bhattu-176.
Bhawanigarh-16, 54, 73, 144, 166
Bhikhan K h a n - 4 1 , 112, 117.
Bhoga Singh—66.
Bhola Singh—104, 120, 131.
Bhokari-21.
Bhuchoke-34, 72.
Bhula Mahadeo—19.
Bhullars-19, 20, 158.
Bhuraia Singh—160, 167.
i

BhupSingh-116.
Bhupendra Singh, Maharaja —162
Bighamal—80,
BihariLal-10, 157, 190.
BijayRai-152, 153.
Bi jour—57.
Bika Singh Sekhon—90, 143, 184
B i r a - 28, 34, 65.
Biram Dhillon—94, 104,
Bir B h a n - 4 5 , 139.
Birwa—176.
Boha-80, 81, 165.
(Bonse) Breily—10, 190.
Boota Singh-66.
Buddha Singh-28, 29, 31, 41.
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Buddo K h a n - 6 1 , 62.
Buddhalada-54, 79, 80,81, 82, 165.
Buddha Dal—113.
Brar—25, 29, 39, 42, 45, 73, 149, 157,192.
Buria—125.
British Museum—13, 116.
B. Browne—185.

c
Chabbae—17.
Chambans—17.
Chain Singh-28, 34, 64, 65.
Chaddari—47.
Channu—26.
Chamber of Princes -162,163.
Charan Das—35. 36, 48.
Charat Singh Suker Chakia—107, 120.
*

Chhajli—54, 77, 142.
Chhat—105.
Chhin—154.
Chuhar Mai—167.
*

Chuharwali—71.
Collins, W. Lucas—11.

D
Dal Khalsa—42,44, 51, 52, 54, 72, 79, 80, 105. 109,
123, 125, 130. 132, 134, 138, 144, 150, 165.
Daler Khan—50, 183.
i
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Daler Khan—50, 183.
Darya Singh, Dewan—66
Dau Singh—36.
Daud Khan—57.
Daulta-80.
Deccan—10.
Delhi—37, 38, 40, 41, 59, 68, 87, 88, 92, 93, 95, 96,
97, 116, 119, 120, 121, 128, 129, 130, 131, 138,
146, 154, 155, 169, 170, 173, 174, 175, 178,
179, 180.
Depalpur—26.
*

Desu Singh—140.
Dhabali—30, 35, 46.
I
*

Dharatan—76.
Dhanna Singh—26.
Dhanaula—26, 46.
Dhatrut —177.
Dhar— 32, 157.
Dharaundi—90.
Dharsul—90.

•

Dhilwan—25.
Dhumli—-154.
Dip Singh, Baba—52.
Dirba—54, 77, 142.
Dodan—54, 55, 56, 72, 73, 185, 144
Duk Bahadur—25.
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D u l - 3 9 , 157.
Dul Chand—44.
Dundi Khan- 61, 62, 190.
Dunna Singh—28, 35, 36, 71, 176, 191
Dyal Das, Bhai-32, 33, 34.

E.
East Punjab—34.
East India Company—178
English Company—128.

\

Farid K h a n - 7 2 , 73.
Farid Kot—39, 42, 154, 157.
Farrukh Nagar—75, 81.
Fatehabad—43, 44, 89, 177.
Fateh Kaur—16, 26, 32, 33, 34, 48, 54, '03. 104,
148, 164, 165. 166.
Fateh Singh :—66.
•

Faujdar Khan—75.
Feroze Shah Sultan—40.
Ferozepur—37, 39, 154.
French Adventurers—128.

G
Game K h a n - 1 8 3 .
Gandha Singh Baba—167.
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Ganga Ram, Baba—35.
Ganges—170.
Gainda Chahil— 71.
Garh—176.
Garhi Sodhian—77.
*

*

*

Gbaggar Valley—44, 45,
Ghallughara—108, 111, 117, 121, 133, 136.
Ghazni—57, 153.
Gharaunda—96.
^

Ghulam Farid Khan —183*
Ghuman—71.
Gidia Mirasi—24.
Giani Gian Singh—59.
Gobindpura—72.
*

Gohana—177.
Golden Temple—120.
iar Khan—183.
Granth Guru—166.
Grand Tr u nk Road—116.
Griffin-10,26, 27, 31, 51, 59, 116, 151, 160, 181
Gumati—26, 34.
Gurbaksh Singh, Bhai—34, 71, 72, 79, 80, 81,
187.
*

Gurbaksh Singh, Kaleke—34, 77, S6.
Gurdit Singh-26.
Guru Gobind Singh—27, 31, 33, 114, 147.
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Guru Har Gobmd—20, 158, 159.
Gurgaon Distt.—75.
Guru Har Rai—159.
Gurusar—20, 22, 159.

•

Gurkha W a r - 1 6 1 .

H.
Hadiaya—46, 56.
Hafiz Rahmat Khan—10, 59, 61, 62
*
*

Halwara—50.
Hanuman Garh—153.
*

Hansi-1?, 131, 177.
Haria—54.
Hari Mandir Sahib—120.
Haria Singh Sekhon—66.
Hariaho—54.
Hari Chand—80.
Hari Singh Bhangi—126.
*

Hari Singh Sialba-168.
Harnand—58.
\ Hariana—44, 7 a.
Hassan Ullah—81, 140.
Hazari Mai—146, 184.
Hazrat Begum—146.
Hem-153, 154, 155.
Himmat Singh—42. 55, 64, 166, 187.
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Hindus-139, H3, 150
Hindu R u s h - 5 7 .
Hira Singh—90.
Hissar—13, 14, 17, 43, 44, 75, 76, 82, 87, 131, 176,
177, 185.
Hubbal-157.
Hukman—160.
Hyderabad—10.

Ibrahim Khan-183.
Ibrahim-ud-din Khan—40.
Imad (Ghazi-ud-din)-13, 83,87, 88, 131, 143.
Imperial War Conference— 162.
Inayat K h a n - 5 4 , 79, 80, 81.
Indus-57. 95, 96.
India-58, 66, 84, 183, 189.
Isa K h a n - 2 4 , 37, 38, 39, 40, 175, 176, 177.
Islam-44, 49.

J.
Jagpal—154.
Jagraon—191.
Jahandar Shah—37, 175.
Jahan K h a n - 8 4 , 95, 99, 126.
Jaisalmir (Jessulmir)—17, 20, 32, 152, 154
Jaitprana—21, 22.
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J a i p u r - 1 3 , 185.
Jaju—37.
Jalura—82.
Jamna (Jamuna)—13, 17, 22, 83, 96, 98, 114, 118, 126»
130, 133, 170.
Jamalpur—80, 81, 82, 89, 90, 132, 140, 142, 161, 165,
177.
Jamal Khan—41,50, 61,62, 84, 116.
Jangbaz Khan—87,
JankoRao—160.
Janjebah—152.
Jassa Singh Ahluwalia—106, 126, 134. 135. 192.
Jats-128, 129, 154, 156.
Jawahar Singh—12, 13, 119, 120, 121, 130, 131.
a

Jeondi-26.
Jethuke—46.

•

Jhajar-87.
Jhandu—26.
Jhandu Singh—66.
Jind—23. 26. 39, 154, 157, 177.
Jiwan Khan—183.
Jiwan Singh—65, 66, 142.
Jodha—42, 55, 56, 71, 72, 160.
Jodha Singh—29, 66, 160.
JodhMansur—61.
Jodhpur—62.
Jodh Singh Randhawa—-142.
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#

Jog Raj—46.
Joiyas—17.
Josephine—33.
Jud—152.
Judo Bhatti Tribe - 1 5 2 .
Jullundar— 37. 49, 51, 84, 85, 120, 180
Jundhar—154,155.
*

Kabul—38, 57, 70. 125, 164, 175.
KahnaMal—104.
Kakkar—72.
*

Kakra-16, 73, 117.
Kaithal-34, 154, 157, f65, 187.
Kala—18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 46,158.
Kala Chowdhury—32.
Kaleke-32, 164.
Kalgi-116.
Kamala—28. 34, 65.
*

Kamal-ud-din—44.
Kamalpur—54.
Kamgar Khan—75, 81.
Kangar—24.
Kandhar—57, 70, 171.
Karnal—96, 121.
Karma—65, 66, 83, 93.
Karam Singh Maharaja-161, 178, 179, 186,
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#

Karam Chand—158.
Karam Singh-11, 12, 52, 54, 64, 65.
Kapura—39, 71.
Kapur Singh—76, 178.
Kapurthala—166.
Kashmiri—104.
Kasur—38, 177.

*

Katehar—57,61,67, 68.
Kalyanwali—32.
Khan Khan—175.
Khalsa-103. 108, 111, 122, 125, 126,
Khari—76.
Khalsa Dais-118, 119, 133.
Khanan-32, 33, 164.
*

Khanda—177.
Kheri-90.
Khiwa-155, 156.
Kharl—90.
Khonse—28, 46.
Khori—46.
Khwaja Abu Ahmed Abdal of ChishtiKhwaja Mohammad Khan—183, 184.
Khuddi—56.
Khuddal-75, 82, 85, 90.
Khwaja Obed—107.
Kohram—43, 84, 105.
Kot Dunna - 2 8 .
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Kot Kapura—39, 71.
Kot Ladhwa—155.
-

• •

Kot Isa or Kot Isa Khan—49, 113.
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Kutub-ud-din—50.
Kutub-ud-din Aibak—43.
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Kup—85, 107, 108, 117, 133, 136.
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106, 109, 169, 170.
Ladha Mai—93, 94.
Ladha Singh—27, 28, 29, 31, m,
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Lahore-24, 38, 40. 50, 67, 70, 72, 79, 84, 108, 111
120, 124, 150, 161, 162, 167, 170, 173, 174, 177.
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Lakhna Dogar—139.
Lai Singh-73, 74, 75. 76, 160.
Lala Khura—21.
Lahm—76.
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Mahmud—153.
»
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Maharawal Jaisal—153.
Man Singh-29, 41,62,84,92, 117, 118, 141.
Manj— 49, 154.
MangalRai—154, 155.
Malaud—29, 41, 118
Malsian—49, 50.
Malerkotla—29, 41, 50, 61, 62, 84, 92, 117,118, 141
Malhar Roa Holkar—94, 170
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Malwa—19.
Mansurpur—84, 105,
Mander-^82.
Manupur—69, 70, 71, 72, 131, 135, 146.
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Marathas—86, 92, 93,94, 95, 96, 97, 99, 101, 102
115, 119, 122, 129, 131, 135, 149, 168.
Mad Sidh Qaiandar

19, 158.

Masigan—17«
Manr—55.
Mahraj

22, 23, 24, 34, 66, 157, 159,
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Miham—177.
Miskin—13, 130.
Mir Ashad Ali K h a n - 8 0 , 183.
i

Mir Manno—70, 72, 79, 1?0, 173, 179, 188.
*

Mir Taqie—105.
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Mirza Mohammad H a r s i - 188,
Mohammad Hussain—11.
Mohammad Latif—31, 52, 174.
Mohammad Amin Khan—38, 54, 80, 81, 82,85, 87,
88, 89, 90, 131,132, 184. *
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146, 177, 179, 180.
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Mohalsi—154.
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Mohar Singh Randhawa—166.
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Mulkher Bhullar-26.
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Muthra—168.
Muradabad—58
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Pahul—16, 27, 29, 31, 52, 109
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155.
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Persia—73.
Peshwa—12, 67, 85, 92, 96,98, 99, 104, 116, 129,
169.
Phagwara—124, 167.
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*
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Qazi Nur Mohammad-120, 121, 122, 124, 137
150. 189.
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Qutab S h a h - 8 3 , 84, 117.
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Raghunath Rao—87, 93, 97.
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RaiKi—46.
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Rai Pur—61, 62.
Rai Rana Mokal—41.
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Rajindar Singh Maharaja—162.
Rajindran Bibi-124, 167, 168.
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Raj Pramukh-15, 149, 162.
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Rajputs—17, 20, 31, 41, 74, 154. 155, 156, 179.
Ralla-56.
R a m a - 2 5 , 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 34, 35, 38, 40, 46,
65.
Ramdas (village)—26, 166.
Ramdatt Singh—66.
Rampur—10, 46, 90, 91.
Rampura-19, 30, 31, 37, 75, 140, 158.
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Ram Singh-27, 29,31.
Ramzanullah Sheikh—190.
Raza Bhuti—154.
Rania—43.
Ranjit Singh Maharaja—107, K 9 , 147.
Ratia—161.
Resan- 46, 55, 56, 64, 160.
Rewari— 87.
Roh-57.
Rohillas—57, 58, 61, 62, 89, 128, 189.
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72, 160.
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Sada Shiva Bhau—12, 95. 97, 28, 101, 104, 129, 136.
Soddi (village)—57.
Sadhaura—125,.
Sadiq B e g - 8 3 , 85. 95.
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Saharanpur—83, 96.
Sahib K a u r - 1 6 1 .
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Sahib Rai—143.
Sahib Singh Maharaja—161, 168.
SahirRao-40.
Salabat Jang—92. 169.
Salemgarh—76.
Salar Jang Nawab—10.
Salivahna—152.
Salim Khan—74.
Salivahnpura—152.
Samana—43, 73, 76, 105, 144.
*

Sambhaji—95.
*

SamiYar K h a n - 1 7 3 , 179.
•

Sanaur—16, 77, 85, 105, 139, 144.
• *

Sanghera-45, 139.
Sandli—18, 22, 158.
Sangu Singh—107.
Sara Singh—184.
Sarai Nanga—157.
Sarai Vanjara—93.
•

Sardar K h a n - 7 4 , 139.
Sardul-158.
Sardul Singh—29, 46, 49, 56, 64, 160
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Saria— 54.
Sehna—46.
Sekhu Singh Hambalka—107.:
Sema—28, 30, 34, 35, 64, 65, 158.
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Shahdad Khan—38, 39, 125, 161, 177.
Shahab-ud-din Khan—57, 140.
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112.
Shahjehanabad
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S i d h u - 2 0 . 32, 41, 73, 150,157, 158, 192.
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128, 30. 132. 133
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134, 135, 143, 144, 146, 148, 190, 192.
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Simla—14, 185. ,
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113,114,115,117, 118, 120,121 124,125,
129, 130, 131, 132, 133, 134, 136, 137. 150,
164. 170, 171, 172, 174, 175, 179, 184, 186,
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Sirhindis—115.
Sirhind Canal —162.
Sirja Singh—29.
Sirsa—43, 173.
Sondhe K h a n - 4 8 , 49, 139, 180.
Sonepat—98.
Sundari ji (Mata), 36.
Sukha—71.
Sukhan—29.
Sukha Nand—25.
Sukh Chain Singh—26.
Sunam—35, 42, 47, 52, 53", 54, 65, 67, 105, 132, M2.
144.
Sunam Fort—16, 64, 66, 91.
Surjan—76.
Suraj Mai-97, 119, 130.
Sukar Chakia Misal—107.
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170, 173, 176, 179.
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Swani—-177.

T.
Tahmas Khan—11.
Ta joke—46.
Takhat Mai-26.
Talwandi Sabo—27, 31.
Talwandi—41, 49, 50.
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Taiwan—49.
Tapa—46.
Tarna Dal—113.
Tegh Bahadur Guru—27
Thanesar—84, 94.
Thikriwala—52,108.
Thucydides—11.
Tilok Chand or Tiloka - 2 5 , 26, 27, 28, 30, 35, 40, 46,
167.
Timur Shah-84, 92, 152, 190.
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165, 176, 177, 183, 184.
Torshahamat—57.
Tosham—176-177.
Tulsi—41.
Turkey—99.
Ugarsen-28, 34, 65
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Uba—71, 77.
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Uddal—31.

Uthi

153.
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Valji-92.
Vallabhai Patel, Sardar
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Varh 18.
Vasudeva Dikshita— 92, 169.
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Vilayat Khan—54, 79, 80, 81.
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Wazir Qammar-ud-din—58, 67, 70, 72.
Western Pakistan—152, 162.
West Punjab— 152.
William Frazer 185.
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Yadvindra Singh Maharaja
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Yakub Khan
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Yusafzai Afghan—96.
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>

224

Errata.
Page
15
15
21
24
43
45
67

75
81
87
95
97
99
105
105
107
116
120
122
133
144
149
155
163
165
173
178
178
191
191
196

Line
3
22

26
20
f. n. 8
13
13
f. n. 8
f. n 5
8
f. n. 12
7

f. n 3
8
22
2

f. n. 27
27
7
f. n. 3
3
f. n. 2
f. n. 24
5
10
31
18
29
9
14
19
t

For
principal
eccess
villgge
cccurred
infidelty
assasins
Fajudar
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