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THE SIKH IDEOLOGY
To consider Sikhism as an offshoot
of pantheistic Hindu tradition is not
just a gross theological distortion but a
calculated communal posture. Sikhism,
in fact, introduced a qualitatively new
mode of thought in the realm of religious philosophies of the World. Before
Guru Nanak the Ultimate Reality was
considered as manifesting itself primarily
through (i) re-incarnation in the human
form, (ii) revelation in the Word, (iii) diffusion of the Creative Principle in the
Universe, (iv) dwelling in the self qua
soul conceived as efflux of the Absolute.
Whereas Sikhism unambigously rejects
the re-incarnation theory and stetches
beyond the scope of the above conceptions. Sikhism views God as formless,
supra-temporal or time-transcendent beyond conception, beyond description.
God only communicates from time to
time through the medium of chosen ones;
c
even though
in
Himself ( l ^ ) , He

Supra-temporal Akal Murat's expression in the collective societal form of
Khalsa Panth makes it obligatory upon
the Panth to perform its socio-political
responsibilities, as well as exercise its
inherent sovereignty.

descends «in Time i.e. in history. Guru
Gobind Singh, accordingly, while bestowing the spiritual aspect on the Adi Granth,
conferred the temporal aspect of the
Guruship on the collectivity of the followers of this new path of religion. The
Adi Granth therefore, became
Guru
Granth, while panth was elevated to the
level of Guru-panth—Guru-khalsa, whose
collective societal form is the phenomenal expression of
the supra-temporal
God—Akal Murat.

Liberation of the shackled millions
from the socio-religious snare of casteism
and ritualism and unjust political Establishment of the time is Central to the
Multi-dimensional doctrine of the Gurus.
The prospect of liberation from these two
vile demons made castes other than
Brahmins throng under the banner of
the Guru Khalsa. It is the socio-political
objective of the Khalsa which made the
confrontation with Brahmins and the
rulers inevitable. It was difficult for
Brahmins to give up the privileged social
status
as also the sources of their

"Khalsa Mero Roop hai Khas,
Khalsa mein he karon Niwas."*
*Khalsa is my true manifestation.

It is in this context that Sikh Gurus
aimed their salvces both at the exploitative strangle-hold of the
ritualistic
Brahaminical order as well as at the repressive, chauvinistic rulers. Sikhism attacked both the caste system and the promised
'short-cuts' to redemption; exploded the
myth of caste superiority and struck at
the very roots of the economic plunder by
the Brahmins. This explains their (Brahmins) becoming inimical to Sikhism as
also their constant attempts at effecting
either total assimilation of Sikhs in Hindu
society in the manner of the assimilation
of the Buddhists and the Jains, or total
annihilation of this new radical faith.

I Khalsa alone do I dwell.

economic gains that they had been
enjoying since the days of 'Mannu-Simiriti', (the code evolved by Mannu ostensibly for the purpose of division of labour
but actually to perpetuate the domination
of Brahmins). Consequently, they evolved
a three fold strategy to wipe out of existence any affront to their position. Sikhism
was to be destroyed through a three pronged attack-(1) external suppression, (2).
Internal sabotage, (3) by projecting Sikhs
as the martial wing of the Hindu Society.
(1) To engineer external suppression,
rulers of the time must be set against the
Sikhs as the resulting conflict with imperial might w i l l surely destroy this audacious microscopic minority. By poisoning the mind of the Mughals, Chandu
manoeuverd the execution of Guru Arjan
Dev, Mubarak Rai's presence in his
official capacity as the Dewan of Delhi
at the time of Guru Tegh Bahadur's
execution cannot be dismissed as accidental rather we find its echo in the pernicious advice rendered to the Nawab of
Sirhind by Dewan Sucha Nand, when he
called for the destruction of the innocent
Sahibzadas, (seven and nine years old
sons of Guru Gobind Singh) and compared
them to the 'offsprings of a snake'. It was
the Muslim Nawab of Malerkotla who protested against this outrageous massacre
of innocence and the vilest insult to God.
Guru Gobind Singh faced greater opposition from the Hindu Rajas than from
the Mughal rulers. After suffering repeated
reversals at the hands of Guru Gobind
Singh, the Hindu Rajas invited the
Mughal army to launch a joint action
against the Guru. At this junction also,
Guru Gobind Singh was extended all
support by Muslims like Pir Bader-U-Din

Shah nick-named Budhu Shah, Ghani Khan
and Nabi Khan. In fact Muslim association
with the Gurus dates back to the time of
Guru Nanak whose entire Bani (Inspired
Word) was rendered through the musical
notes of Mardana's rabab (stringed instrument). Guru Arjan Dev cemented this association by getting the foundation stone
of the Golden Temple laid by Mian Mir.
In sharp contrast to this, Brahmins never
relented in their efforts to destroy Sikhism. During the British period also the
theory that Sikhs had not reconciled to
the loss of their sovereign kingdom and
were only waiting for the opportune
moment to strike in order to re-assert
their Sovereignty was sold to the British
by the Hindu Historians who interpreted
non-participation of the Sikhs in 1857
revolt as an expression of their resentment and indignation against the Hindu
collaboration w i t h British Imperialism in
subjugating them. Consequently Sikhs
had to resort to Morchas and face British
bullets in order to retrieve their Gurdwaras
from the Masands (corrupt and licentious
imposters that had reduced Sikh temples
to sources of economic plunder). Even the
Jalianwala Bagh massacre by General
Dyer was, by and large, a Sikh tragedy.
(2) lnternnal sabotage has been in
operation eversince the emergence of
the Sikh faith. It surfaces from time to
time in various shapes and moves like
(i) installing an imposter Guru in the
person of Ram Rai to undermine the
position of Guru Har Rai, (ii) attempting
to continue the institution of living Guruship despite Guru Gobind Singh's Hukamnama (Commandment)
which conferred
Guruship upon the Adi-Granth for all times,
'Sab Sikhon Ko Hukam Hai, Guru Maneyo
Granth'
(ii)
floating and financing

agencies like
Soamies.

Nirankaries,

and

Radha

(3) Projection of Sikhs as the Martial Wing of the Hindu society through
instances like Guru Tegh Bahadur's sacriI

fice at Delhi and the rescue of Hindu w o men from the clutches of the invading forces of Ahmad Shah Abdali by the valiant
Sikhs is the most dangerous of all the
•

*

*

moves for it operates through the subtle
art of flattery and through the Goebbelian
technique of repeating a lie ad-infinitum
till it registers itself as an indisputable
i

truth.
Brahmins,
therefore,
continue
harping that Sikhs form an integral part
•

of Hindu society conveniently turning a
blind eye to the creation and evolution of
the Sikh nation. Guru Nanak and his
t

followers left no one in doubt about the
establishment of a new order, a new
religion, a distinct nation when it was
proclaimed 'nako Hindu, na Musalman'.*
Guru Gobind Singh formalised the creation of separate Sikh nation in 1699 in
the body and historical perspective of
the Khalsa Panth. Sikh Nation achieved
full maturity with the establishment of
Sikh Raj by Maharaja Ranjit Singh and
thus fulfilled all
formal international
obligations involved in recognising their
nation-status. The Sikhs were recognised,
as a separate nation by France, England,
Russia, China and Afganistan. Even the
British dared not disturb the nation status
of the Sikhs despite the tremendous pressure mounted over them by the Hindu
fundamentalists. It is true that Guru Nanak
denounced Janju (sacred thread) as an
empty symbol of defunct virtues. It is
also true that Guru Tegh Bahadur sacri-

ficed his life for the protection of Janju.
But to interpret Guru Tegh Bahadur's
sacrifice as departure from Guru Nanak's
denunciation of this ritual is not only a
deliberate distortion but also an outrageous sacrilege of the Sikh philosophy.
The fact is that Guru Tegh Bahadur did
not sacrifice his life for the protection of
'Janju' as a ritual, but for 'Janju' as a
symbol of distinct religious entity and
its inherent right for absolute freedom.
To-day Sikh identity and their right to
freedom are at stake and they stand at
the cross-roads of history where either
they must assert their independent entity
or forever perish in the omnivorous jaws
of the intolerant Brahmanical orthodoxy.
Sikh Gurus had launched a relentless
crusade against t w o mighty evils—socially
retrogressive Brahminical order on the
one hand and fanatical despotism of the
State on the other. Their objective was
to evolve a classless social order w i t h
emphasis on work, sharing of
one's
•

wealth, and cultivation of the essential
attributes of God through 'Simran' (meditative communion]. Khalsa Panth, therefore will forever remain committed to this
noble objective of the Gurus. Religion
and polity, therefore, will always remain
inseparable in Sikh ethos. In this context
it is important to understand that militancy forms an integral feature of Sikhism
as is evident from the invocation of the
sword as a symbol of 'Shakti' in the
1

opening lines of the Sikh prayer.
'The Sword I salute first
To Guru Nanak, then, I bow.f
And militant trends in Sikh struggle
today are not expression of Sikh funda-

*Neither Hindu nor Muslim.
f P r i t h o m Bhagouti Simar Ke, Guru N anak Layee Dhiayee"

mentalism but flow as a natural corollary
of the growing consciousness of separate
Sikh identify and reflect their determination to preserve it.
SIKH TRADITIONS
As we have said earlier, The Sikhs
have their own distinct way of life and
clear-cut ideology, socio-religious identity
and a mission given to them by their
Gurus. On 13th April, 1699, Guru Gobind
Singh formally created the Sikh nation
and bestowed on them five freedoms—
freedom from political and social slavery;
freedom from past religious traditions
and cultural complexes; freedom from blind
acceptance of the sacredness of Vedas,
Sanskrit, Avtars, Cows and Brahmins;
freedom from earlier lineage of race,
caste or family and freedom from superstitions, prejudices,
customs,
taboos,
rituals, or practices. After satisfying himself about their unflinching commitment
to sacrifice even their lives for a noble
cause, Guru selected five
''Beloved
ones" (Pyaras) and baptised them as
future leaders of the Guru Panth. It is
significant that four 'Beloved ones' out of
the five belonged to the Sudra Caste defined as lowliest of the low by the Brahmanical order.
Dismissing the ritualistic conventions

of the past as decadent and motivated, a
new nation was welded and trained with a
clear cut mission to fight against injustice,
oppression and tyranny, to serve, suffer,
sacrifice for the cause of Man irrespective
of sex, religion, race, caste or creed. From
the sixteenth century onwards, throughout
the Mughal period and the British Raj,
Sikhs maintained their ideals, and separate
identity. The Sikh nation throughout their
history have practised and lived by ihe
principles of Equality, Liberty and Fraternity.
Efforts by Delhi Kings to destory their
identity by the force of arms and the
subtle mechinizations of the Brahminical
order to absorb them in its main stream
always met with failure due to their steadfast devotion to the noble mission of
Sikhism as outlined by the Great Guru.
Eminent historians such as Indu Bhushan Banarjee, Hari Ram Gupta, N.K. Sinha
and Dr. Gokal Chand Narang, have all
acknowledged Sikhs as a nation of selfrespecting people who fought against
injustice, oppression and tyranny for
the freedom of down-trodden people of
India. They have all recognised Sikhs as
a separate nation committed to the brother-hood of Man.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF SIKH
DEMANDS
Having defined the Sikh ideology, its
separate and distinct character, we would
now proceed with the examination of
the present Sikh problem in its true perspective.

the Congress that does not give thenr
(Sikhs) full satisfaction, (ibid p. 607)
2. Mr. Mohan Dass Karam Chand
Gandhi, who was generally regarded as
the conscience of Indian Hindus, speaking at Gurdwara Sisganj at Delhi in 1931
as reported in Young India, dated 16th
March, 1931 declared that :

Promises made to Sikhs and other
minorities by the Congress :
1. Sikhs are universally recognised
as a distinct minority in India w i t h
a separate entity, but the Hindu Society
has always attempted to assimilate them
in its fold as it had done earlier in the
case of Budhists, Jains and others. Realising the importance of Sikhs, w h o were
the ruler of Punjab before its annexation
by the British Crown, the British Govt, during the Raj days granted them legislative
weightage. Sikhs were 1 % of the Indian
population and 1 3 % in undivided Punjab,
but the British Govt, had allotted them
19% seats in Punj'ab Legislative Assembly
and 2 5 % seats in the Central Govt. Sikhs
were considered one of the three parties
in India—the other t w o being Hindus and
Muslims—who inherited the British power
as natural & historical heirs to the political
settlement in 1947. It was in recognition
of this political right of the Sikhs that
Congress at its Lahore session in 1929
incorporated the Sikh National Colour
(Kesri) into the Indian National Flag, and
adopted a formal resolution which stated :

"Sikh friends have no reason to fear
that (Congress Party) will betray
them. For, the moment it does so,
the Congress would not only thereby
seal its own doom but that of the
country too. Moreover the Sikhs are
a great people. They know how to
safeguard their rights by the exercise
of arms if it should ever come to
that.

t »

3. Speaking at the Congress Committee meeting at Calcutta in July, 1946
when British Cabinet was debating the
issue of giving the Sikhs their due in the
forthcoming political settlement, Jawahar
Lai Nehru declared that :
"The brave Sikhs of Punjab are entitled to special consideration, I see
nothing wrong in an area and a setup in the North wherein the Sikhs
can also experience the glow of
freedom.
9 9

In another resolution adopted by the
Congress Committee on January 5, 1947 it
was declared that " B y the British Cabinet
Scheme of 16 May 1946, the rights of the

"The Congress assures the Sikhs...
that no solution thereof in any future
Constitution will be acceptable to

5

Sikhs should not be jeopardised." Further
Mr. Nehru declared on 9th Dec. 1946 at
the opening session of the Constituent
Assembly."
•

"That the various territories of the
Union of India would be autonomous
units with residuary powers."
A resolution moved in the Constituent
Assembly by Jawahar Lai Nehru in its
first meeting stated :
/'Adequate safeguards
would
be
provided for minorities
this is a
pledge and an undertaking before
the world, a contract
.in the
• nature of an oath, which we must
keep."
•

In June 1947, Hindu and Sikh Members of Punjab
Legislative
Assembly
unanimously passed a resolution that :—
" I n the divided Punjab, special constitutional means are imperative to
meet the just aspirations and rights
of the Sikhs."
•
f

4. Besides the promises and undertakings given by Mr. Gandhi and Mr.
Nehru, the British Parliament's "Transfer
of Power Act 1947" also provides :—
"that the Indian Constitution will be
a federal, loose-centre Govt, excercising powers on only three subjects,
namely, communications, defence and
foreign affairs,"
5. As far back as 1920, at the Nagpur Congress Session, it was decided to
carve linguistic states, as Nehru says at
p. 22 of his book "The Glimpses of World
History" that :—

" i t is better to have lineuistfc states
as it brings one kind of
people
speaking one language and generally
having
similar customs into one
provincial area,"
This was made into official Congress
policy and confirmed in every Congress
session held in 1921, 1927, 1928, 1937,
1938,1945-46.
After receiving such firm and solemn
promises in clear and unambiguous terms
from the Congress leaders, Sikhs decided
to throw their lot with India and" did not
press the British Government for an independent Sikh State at the time of
partition. They whole-heartedly and vigorously supported the freedom struggle
and greatly suffered for the cause. No
sooner the country achieved independence
all past premises, declarations and assuranees and sacrifices made by the Sikhs
were promptly forgotten and repression
and humiliation of Sikhs started. Sikhs
*

have waited long enough for justice and
fairplay from the Government and redressal
of their Constitutional grievances but the
Indian Government has ignored all Sikh
demands and treated the Sikh problem as
a purely law and order problem.
6.
In the light of the above promises and
assurances, the Sikh demand for an
autonomous Punjabi speaking state w i t h in the Indian Union can by no stretch of
imagination be interpreted as separatist
or secessionist.
Framing of Indian Constitution :
7. When the Indian Constitution was
framed, the Sikhs were represented by two
of its members. But through over 8 0 %
brute Hindu majority, Sikhs were declared

as Hindus along with Budhists and Jains,
vide Article 25 of the Indian Constitution,
1950. Both the Sikh members refused to
sign the Constitution and walked out as
a protest against the betrayal of the Sikhs
in going back on all promises made to
them before the independence. Gradually
all the personal laws of Sikhs were abolished and Hindu laws were enforced on
them vide "Hindu Marriage A c t 1955",
"Hindu Minority and Guardianship Act
1956", "Hindu Adoption and Maintenance
Act 1956", and "Hindu Succession Act,
1956".
8. It is quite amusing that Indira
Gandhi should deceive the world opinion
by declaring at the international forums
that Sikhs form a minority in
India,
whereas as per the Indian Constitution,
there are no Sikhs in India, and the Indian
laws only recognise them as Hindus. The
truth is that nobody can mistake a turbaned Sikh with his flowing beard and honest manly bearing for a clean-shaven, caste
ridden, tobacco-chewing, dhoti-clad Hindu
gentleman. Thus, all out efforts are being
made to absorb Sikhs into Hindu fold
through systematically
contrived press
coverage, cinema, TV and other media,
totally ignoring the Sikh point of view.
Sikhs cannot tolerate this cultural agression any more as they have altogether
different philosophy, customs and way of
life. Many Sikh international conventions
have passed resolutions to this effect from
time to time.
9. Nirankaries, a Machiavillian brainchild organisation conceived by and thriving upon extensive financial and political
patronage extended to it by the inherently
anti-Sikh Central Government of India in

order to undermine Sikh religious tenets,
ridicule Sikh religion, pass insulting remarks against Sikh Gurus and encourage
Sikh Youth to follow Hindu customs and
habits like smoking, cutting hair and
generally adopt Hindu way of life. If
any Chief of the Sikh religious body goes
abroad, no Govt, assistance is given to
him, but when Nirankari Chief Baba Gurbachan Singh went abroad, forty Indian
Missions abroad were reportedly instructed by the Government of India to give the
Baba red-carpet VIP treatment to make
him popular
among the Sikhs living
abroad.
Persecution of m i n o r i t i e s :
•

10. Hindu majority, who were a docile
and down-trodden
people during one
thousand years of Muslim rule and 300
years of British rule in India, have become
aggressive after independence due to the
encouragement given to them by the Indian Govt, and the Congress party. Majority
Community is frequently involved in rioting and fighting against Minorities such
as Christains in Kerala, Muslims in Assam,
UP,
Jammu and Kashmir, Bihar and
Madhya Pradesh, and Sikhs in Punjab.
The para-military forces, such as the Central Reserve Police, Border Security Force,
etc., directly under the control of the
Central Govt., are rushed to a so-called
disturbed area and often take sides w i t h
the Hindu majority and are involved in
shooting Muslims, Sikhs and ChristiansNo wonder, riots and killings of Muslims
in Assam, Bihar and U.P., and Sikhs in
Punjab has shaken their faith in the Govt,
and exposed the Indian Govt, in its true.
colours to the world opinion.
«*

•

.

i
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M a i n Sikh Fears :
11. The basic Sikh fear is that unless
they fight for their rights and are constitutionally recognised as a separate identity,
they will be absorbed by the Hindu society.
Nor do Sikhs want to bow before the brutal Hindu majority, who are out to eliminate them religiously, ruin them eccmically, enslave them socially, finish them
politically and if possible even liquidate
them physically. Sikhs have waited for 36
years since India gained Independence in
1947 to get justice from the Govt, and
are now convinced that the Hindu majority does not want the minorities such as
Sikhs, Muslims, Harijans, and Christians to
flourish in India. They want to perpetuate
the Brahmanical rule and wish to enslave
others under the guise of seculariam, democracy and nationalism. During the
elections to the State Assembly in Delhi
and Jammu and Kashmir, and later in
Madhya Pradesh civic elections, Indira
Gandhi (PM of India) openly appealed to
the voters to vote for her Congress (I)
party and depicted her party and herself
as " t h e saviours of Hindu Dharma". She
appears to have a secret understanding
w i t h militant Hindu communal bodies,
such as Rashtria Sewak Sangh (RSS) and
their cadres openly canvassed for her,
while she pays lip service to secularism.
What right has she to depict National Conference and Akali Dal, t w o opposition
political parties, as religious fanatics,
when she herself seeks blessings from
temples and pays homage during official
visits and tours and participates in tantric
rites. Many Govt inaugurations of Dams,
bridges and institutions are done according to Hindu rites. She indirectly warned the Chirstian missionaries against

conversion of Hindus to Christianity when
she presided over the inauguration of
Rajarajeshwari Tripurasundari Temple in
Madhya Pradesh flanked by t w o of the
Shankaracharyas. She wears a rudraksha
mala and distributes large posters of herself and Rajiv Gandhi, her son, clothed in
ocher- a dress worn by caste Hindu religious yogis, thereby dropping her mask of
secularism. No wonder 45 Muslim members of Parliament have lately written to
her that they have lost faith in the Congress
Party and secularism of Indian
Govt, in the matter of justice to them.
Meanwhile, Sikhs are on war path in
Punjab and Christians in the Eastern
states.
12. It is a matter of record that Mr.
Nehru and Mr. Patel were deceiving the
Sikhs by making false promises before
Independence of giving home-land to
Sikhs where they could also feel the glow
of freedom, but changed their tune
immediately after the country achieved
independence and ordered all Deputy
Commissioners to treat Sikhs as "criminals". Kapur Singh, I.C.S. who was the
Deputy Commissioner at Dalhousie in
his Book "Sachi Sakhi" (The True Story)
writes :
" I n 1947, the Governor of Punjab Mr.
C M . Trevedi, in deference to the
wishes of the Prime Minister Jawahar
Lal
Nehru and
Sardar Patel, the
Union Home Minister, issued certain
instructions to all the Deputy Commissioners of Indian Punjab. These were
to
the
effect
that without reference
to the law of the land, the Sikhs in general and Sikh migrants in particular,
must be treated as "a criminal tribe".
Harsh treatment must be meted o u t

to them to the extent of shooting them
dead so that they wake up to political
realities and recognise, "who are the masters and who the slaves."
Sikh Demand
13. The basic demand of
Sikhs,
therefore, is to amend article 25 of the
Constitution to declare Sikhs as a separate
nation, to constitutionlly safeguard their
separate identity and enact their personal
laws. The Principle of separate electorate
based on adult franchise must be granted
to the Sikhs so that they are truly represented in the State Assembly and Indian
Parliament by their own people. In short,
the Sikhs demand recognition as a separate nation having equal status with the
Hindus in India.
14. Separate electorates are a must
to safeguard the interests of minorities, as
majority community's aggressive and nonsecular attitude towards them has already
created grave apprehesion in their minds.
In a poor country like India, a few people
of a particular faith can be easily bought
for window dressing to deceive the world
regarding the Government's secular credentials, hence there is no difficulty in buying a few renegade Sikhs, Muslims or
Christians with the lure of high offices,
who will swear like a trooper certifying to
the secularism and fairness of the Indian
Govt. After suffering harrowing atrocities
Sikh masses have finally sensed the cunning schemes and deep-rooted conspiracies
of Hindu society to convert India into
Hindu Rashtra with the connivance of
the Indian Govt, through Parliamentary
democracy.

POLITICAL D E M A N D S :
Anandpur Sahib Resolution :
15. In a multi-national multi-religious,
multi-racial and multi-lingual society like
India, the minorities can only feel safe
if they have a large measure of autonomy
and feel free to develop their culture, language and social & religious aspirations
as per their genesis. In India there are
Aryans, Dravadians, Mangolian and aboriginals races, speaking more than 20 different languages and professing a dozen
different religions.
Like U.S.S.R
and
other countries, which have similar multiracial societies, the problem has been solved by organising autonomous states,
which has not encourged any fissiparous
tendencies. But in India, the majority
community forming the Government at the
Centre and the States wants to convert
India into a unilingual state which has
greatly disturbed the minorities particularly
Sikhs. Any movement or voice raised
against this Hindi speaking Aryavarta
homogenity is promptly dubbed as treason
and proclaimed as secessionist.
16. Therefore on 11 December 1972,
the Akali Dal formed a Committee to
frame the Anandpur Sahib Resolution—
the Magna Carta of Sikh demands. The
Resolution was passed on 16/17 Oct. 1973
at Anandpur Sahib, the birthplace of the
Khalsa (Sikhs). In an open session of the
party, the resolution was unanimously approved by the General body on August 28,
1977. Main features of the Sikh Charter
of Demands are given below :—
(i)

The political goal of the

Sikhs

is

supremacy of the Khalsa, as per the
dictates of the Tenth Guru of the
Sikhs,
v

(ii)

To achieve the above aim, Sikhs
*

*

demand a homogenous State of
Punjab, which includes the present
Punjab and other Punjabi speaking
*

areas deliberately left out by the
Government of India when demarcating the boundaries of Punjabi
Suba,
(iii)

The new State of Punjab would be
a single, unilingual State where
Sikh religion, culture and rights are
safe from the onslaught of the
Central Government and the Hindu
majority,

(iv)

New Punjab would be a constitutionally accepted and recognised
as
SIKH
HOMELAND.
Only
Defence, Foreign Affairs, Communications and Currency would be
controlled by the Central Government and all other Departments
would be under the State control.

planning Commission, Water and Power
Commission, ahd the University Grants
•

Commission, etc. Although it is a natural
and legitimate demand of all States to
reverse this illegal trend of usurping State
powers by the Centre through backdoor
manipulations, yet Indira Gandhi is raising
bogey of secession, communaliam and
extremism to frighten the common man and
confuse the simple issues for her narrow
personal ends.
17.

Centre-State Relations :

As mentioned above, India's federal
Constitution is being converted by the
Government of India into a unitary one
against the proclaimed aims and objectives
and assurances given by the founding
Fathers of the Constitution through the
following devices :
(a) By financial control :
Approval and expenditure on plans
has to be cleared by the planning
Commission, a body solely under the
Central Govt, and not provided for
in the Indian constitution. By w i t h holding allocation of funds, it can
throttle any
development plan
of a State. A case in stance is
the construction of Thein Dam on
river Ravi. In spite of the crying
need of Punjab for power and water
this project which is purely a State
Scheme, has been hanging fire for
the last 18 years for want of clearance by the Central Government
resulting in the cost going up from
70 crore rupees to 700 crores.

17. This will also be in line with the British Govt's "Transfer of Power Act 1947"
passed by the British Parliament at the
time of transfer of power to India as well
as with the proclaimed aims and objectives
of the Congress Party, including those of
Mr. Gandhi and Mr. Nehru before and immediately after Indian Independence. Practically all Opposition parties support this
Sikh demand to make India a truly federal
structure and check the Congress Govt,
from illegally eroding the financial and
statutory autonomy of the States through
the extra-Constitutional means of the

(ii)
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The revenue from taxes and excise
raised in a State should be rationally divided between the Centre

and the States, but the Central
Govt, through dubious designs
fills its own coffers and Punjab's
share in revenues has been reduced to a meagre 1.5% annually,
in order to divert resources to
other Hindu states.
All deposits in the banks within a
state should normally be invested
in the State for its development,
but the Central Govt, invests all
funds collected in Punjab, in other
Hindu majority States on big
public and private undertaings,
whereas the Sikh masses do not
benefit from their deposits
in
banks. There is hardly any major
industry or other public undertaking in Puniab.
Punjab is basically a farming
State, therefore, the Government
of India keeps on increasing the
price of agricultural inputs regularly,
but
the price
of farm
produce is deliberately kept low.
As ^Punjab contributes 7 0 % of
country's grains to the Central
pool,
the farmers
suffer
a
tremendous loss every year. Punjab contributes over 51 million
tons of wheat and 5 million tons
of rice to the Central pool. By
announcing the support price and
then imposing unofficial control
over the inter-state movement of
grains in spite of the Supreme
Court ruling to the contrary,
the Government and Hindu traders
buy the grain from Punjab at the
so-called support price of Rs. 1500

per ton and rice at Rs. 1320 per ton,
whereas the market price in the
country of wheat is Rs. 2500 per
ton and that of rice is Rs. 3200 per
ton. The Punjab farmer, therefore,
annually suffers a loss to the tune
of Rs. 2850 million. In addition,
the Sikh farmers of Punjab have
to pay for the inputs at increased
rates, which cuts down their
earnings altogether.
(v)

The price of agricultural imputs
has increased ten times since
1 9 6 0 f b u t t h e price of farm produce has increased 2\ times only.
Taking 1960 as a base, the price
of tractors has increased from
Rs. 9,000/- to Rs. 90,000/- diesel from 0.30 paise to Rs. 3/- per
litre and a 50 kg.
bag of fertiliser from Rs. 17/- to Rs. 170,
whereas
the wheat price has
been
increased by the Govt,
from Rs. 60/- per quintal to
Rs. 1 5 1 / - only. In India the price
of farm produce is being controlled by the Central Govt, all other
commodities are practically sold
in the open market without any
control. For instance, in Himachal
the price of apple is fixed by the
Himachal Apple Board and not
by the Central Govt.

(vi)

Punjab is the only state where
1.5% cess is charged on rice and
4% on wheat from the Sikh farmers. No other farmer pays this
cess in any other state, except

Punjab.

(b)

By Administrative set-up :

The beaurucracy in India comprising
Indian Administrative Service (IAS), Indian
Police Service (IPS), Indian Audit and
Accounts Service (IAAS), etc, while serving
in provinces, are under the direct control of
the Central Government. The Personnel
belonging to the Provincial Administration
are seldom appointed
to key posts,
and are considered inferior and have
been made sub-servient to the All India
Service personnel. The Central Services
having loyalty to the Central Government are only too willing to undermine
the authority of the State Governments
especially if the State Government happens to be from a party other than the
ruling party at the Centre. The State
Governments can neither suspend nor
punish members of All India Services.
Even an enquiry against them cannot be
ordered by the State Government without
the prior permission of the Central Government.
(c)

By use of Para M i l i t a r y forces :
•

Law and order is primarily a State
subject, but the para-military forces such
as Central Reserve Police, Border Security
Force, Indo-Tibetan Police and others
are under the Central control. Whenever
there are agitations, Central Government
deploys these forces to subjugate the
local population and overawe the State
Governments ruled by the Opposition.
Armed policemen chase innocent Sikhs
and kill them with rifles and sten-guns

in false encounters. Nowhere in the world
one sees such a sad spectacle except in
Punjab.
(d)

By Central Commissions :

The Central Government has completely eroded the State autonomy through a
series of motivated Commissions appointed by the Central Government from time
to time. For instance, Education is primarily a State subject, but the Central Government allots funds for Education, through
the University Grants Commission. This
particularly harms the interests of communities other than Hindus. The Commission before releasing the funds insists on
appointment of teachers to their liking,
screens the text books and grossly interferes with the administration of educational institutions.
Sikh Demand :
18. Sikhs therefore demand that the
process of centralization of powers should
stop and the existing erosion of state
autonomy reversed. A
committee of
experts should be set up to draw a truly
Federal Constitution. All extra-constitutional bodies set up by the Indian Government to monopolise powers in its own
hands should be dissolved. Sikhs will only
be satisfied when the Punjab state h3s
full
autonomy in all matters except
Defence, Foreign affairs. Communications
and Currency. Over these subjects also, the
Central Government should have only
shared jurisdiction.
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L DISPUTES
HISTORICAL B A C K G R O U N D :
19, Historically the Punjab—the land
of Five Rivers—has always spoken Punjabi
language since the ancient times, although
the present Punjabi script was developed by the Sikh Gurus in the 16th
Century.
According to the census of
1931, only 50,000 people living In West
Pakistan registered Hindi as their mother
tongue, the remainder 3i Million people
both Hindus and Sikhs declared themselves as Punjabi speaking. At the time
of partition in 1947, out of 3h million
Punjabi speaking people who migrated to
India, one million settled in Delhi and
other Indian towns and the remainder 2\
million people of Punjabi origin were
rehabilitated in the present Punjabi Suba
and districts of Ambala, Karnal and Hissar
which now form part of Haryana. It is, therefore, obvious that after 1947 when India
achieved independence the census figures
have been manipulated in such a way
that Hindi speaking population shows an
increase from 13.16% in 1921 to 55.54 in
1961, whereas Punjabi speaking population has suffered an artificial decrease from
54.08% to 41.09% during the same period.
20. In 1942, the Sikhs mooted the
idea of "AZAD PUNJAB" to safeguard
their interests, but Hindus opposed the
move and the rift between them started.
However,
Congress leaders including
Nehru, Gandhi, and Patel made various
promises to the Sikhs to safeguard their in-

terests as brought out earlier in this publication. Therefore, the idea of 'AZAD
PUNJAB' was relegated to the background and Sikhs threw their lot w i t h
India and gave all out support to the
Congress in the freedom struggle.
Post Independence Development :
2 1 . After India achieved independence, the Indian National Congress started dragging their feet towards carving out
linguistic provinces.
On popular demand
by Hindu majority provinces DAR Commission was set up in 1947 to examine and
recommend the desireability of carving
linguistic
provinces. DAR Commission
recommended carving out of
Andhra,
Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu, but
refused to consider
Sikh demand for
Panjabi Suba. In December, 1948, at J a i pur Session,
a committee comprising
Nehru, Patel and Pattabhai Sitaramaya,
known as JVP Committee, decided that
only those States would be formed on
linguistic basis where majority of the people support the demand forcefully. The
reversal of the entire linguistic policy by
the Congress, after Independence made
Sikhs suspect that these manoeuvers were
to deny them Punjabi Suba. In fact it was
laid down specifically / ' n o matter what the
merits of the case, reorganisation of states
on linguistic basis should not be taken up
in North of India" (cf Sarhadi Pbi. Suba.)
22.
In

Sachar
1949,

Formula:

under pressure from the

Sikhs, Sachar formula was evolved as a
result of discussions by all political leaders of
Punjab with Central leaders
including
Nehru and Patel. Under this
formula a Government notification was
published declaring certain areas of Punjab
State as Punjabi speaking (figures in brackets give Sikh population) which included
districts of Amritsar (70.6%), Jullundur
(56.5%), Gurdaspur (47.6%), Ferozepur
(59.6%), Ludhiana (61.7%), Hoshiarpur
(26.2%), Ropar and Kharar tehsil of
Ambala district (figures N.A.). The princely
Punjab States were not yet merged with
Punjab, hence they maintained separate identity. Ambala tehsil, Sirsa tehsil of Hissar
district and Simla were declared bilingual.
Hindus of Punjab however, refused to
accept the $ Sachar formula and rejected
Punjabi language as medium of instructions although they accepted the Punjabi
& Hindi territorial division. This created
a climate for the Punjabi Suba and Sikhs
alone had to agitate and make sacrifices
for its achievement.
Carving of
rest of India :

linguistic states in the

23. After Shri Romulu sacrificed his life
for the creation of Andhra State, Govt, of
India appointed Fazal Ali Committee on
22nd December, 1953, to carve out linguistic States. The Commission submitted its
report to the Government of India on 30th
September 1955, and recommended carving of Andhra, Karnatka, Kerala and Tamil
Nadu. The Sikhs also submitted a memorandum to the commission for the Punjabi
Suba comprising areas described as Punjabi
speaking under Sachar Formula including
additional tehsils of Thanesar and Kaithal

of Karnal district; Sirsa and Fatehabad of
Hissar district, districts of Patiala (47.1 % ) r
Bhatinda (78.1%) Kapurthala (63.6%),
and Sangrur minus Jind and Narwana tehsils (56.3%) and Ganga Nagar district of
Rajasthan. But Punjab congress Government
and Jan Sangh, a Punjab based communal party represensing Hindu chaunvinism, opposed the Akali demand and
put up the suggetion of Maha Punjab to
include additional Hindi speaking areas of
Himachal Pradesh in Punjab so as to reduce
Sikhs to a helpless minority for all times
to come. The Fazil Ali commission accepted
the idea of Maha Punjab but rejected the
Sikh demand for Punjabi Suba. Naturally
the Sikhs rejected the commission's findings and the agitation started afresh. In
1955 Punjab Government even banned the
slogan of Punjabi Suba declaring it as
communal but after approximately 15,000
Sikhs went to prison to demand the
freedom of speech, the ban was lifted.
Meanwhile creation of linguistic states in
South India gave further edge to Punjabi
Suba movement
and agitation started
again for achieving the same.
Regional Formula 1957 :
24. In 1956 the Government of India
invited the Akali leaders for talks in which
Nehru, Pant and Azad also participated.
It was decided to exclude Himachal, but
merge Princely Sikh States (PEPSU) with
Punjab making it as one unit. The
state of Punjab was to be divided into
two separate Punjabi and Hindi speaking
regions. Out-line of the proposal was
presented to the Parliament on 3rd April
1956 but the demarcation of boundaries of
both the regions was left to the Govern14

•

#

ment. Sikhs recommended inclusion of
Dabwali, Rori, Jakhal &
Ratia,
and
district of Kangra in the Punjabi region
i

along with Chandigarh. Government of
India, however, refused to accept the demarcation recommended by the Sikhs, and
unilaterly announced the Regional Formula
in 1957. Under this formula, areas already
recognised as Punjabi speaking under
Sachar formula were further truncated by
excluding Kharar tehsil, bilingual tehsils of
Ambala, Sirsa, and Simla Distt. from the
Punjabi Region and were included in the
Hindi region. Akalis again started the
agitation against this injustice. The agitation continued from 1957 upto 1960-61 in
which scores of Sikhs were shot dead by
police & 57,000 Sikhs courted arrest.
Thus the Regional Formula also failed to
take off as large Punjabi speaking areas
were deliberately left out of Punjab.
Punjabi Suba
Commission :

Agitation &

fast in August 1965 in order to move the
Central Government but when that failed
to move the Government, he threatened
to immolate himself on 25th September
1965 if by then Punjabi Suba was not conceded. Due to 1965 Indo-Pak war and on
assurances from the Government of India,
this catastrophe was avoided. Finally on
9th March 1966, the Government of India
*

grudgingly conceded the demand of Sikhs
for a Punjabi Suba in principle. Every
effort was made to make Punjabi Suba as
truncated as possible.
The Hindu bias against Punjab is
evident from the recent statement of
S. Hukam Singh
Ex-Speaker of Indian
Parliament who quotes Mrs, Indira Gandhi
in these words :
"Unfortunately Mr. Shastri had made
S. Hukam Singh Speaker of the Lower
House, Chairman of the Parliamentary
Committee on Punjabi Suba although
he was very biased in favour of
Punjabi Suba
I went to Mr.
Chavan and said, I had heard that S.
Hukam Singh was going to give a
report in favour of Punjabi Suba and
that he should be stopped
Once
the Prime Minister's appointee had
declared in favour of Punjabi Suba,
how could we get out of it.
I
felf very much concerned, and l w e n t
around seeing everybody. Of course
once the report came, it was too late
to change it."

Das

25. Because of the two fasts by Sikh
leader Master Tara
Singh
and great
resentment among the Sikhs, on 31st
October 1961 Govt, of India appointed
yet another commission known as Das
Commission to go into the merits of Punjabi Suba. Sikhs however, boycotted the
commission as its terms of reference did
not include investigation of discriminations
against the Sikhs. On 31 January 1962,
the Commission presented its report to the
Govt, and stated that there was no discrimination against the Sikhs. The Sikhs rejected the findings of the commission and
carried on the agitation. Meanwhile, Sant
Fateh Singh, who had emerged as the acknowledged leader of the Sikhs, undartook

26 The Government of India instead
of
accepting the already demarcated
boundaries of Punjabi speaking area under
Sachar formula, which was a settled
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fact and was mentally agreed to by all
the parties and approved by an Act of Parliament and had worked successfully for a
decade# reopened the entire issue of demarcating the boundaries of Punjabi Suba by
appointing a commission with malafied intentions.
Shah Commission :
26, In 1966 Shah Commission was,
therefore, appointed to demarcate Punjabi
Suba, with t w o important terms of reference i.e. 1961 census was to be the basis of
boundary demarcation and tehsil was
to form the unit. Thus the dice was loaded against Punjab once again.
The idea of making 1961 census as
the basis of working out Punjabi Suba
was to truncate Punjab further, as during
the 1961 census, practically all Hindus of
Punjab had recorded Hindi as their mother
tongue. This is evident from the comparative census tables in which Hindi speaking
population in Punjab increased from 13.61
% i n 1921 to 55.54% in 1961, whereas
Punjabi speaking population decreased
from 54.08% to 41.09% during the same
period. The making of tehsil as a unit
for demarcating the boundary also proved
detrimental to Punjabi Suba, as it kept
almost 3 0 % of area and large number of
Punjabi speaking villages out of the
Punjab w i t h the above terms af reference.
The Shah Commission, therefore, happily
went ahead to truncate Punjabi Suba
further by excluding certain Punjabi speaking areas from the areas agreed under
Regional Formula.
27. Although Haryana and Himachal
had never made demands upon Punjabi
areas and Haryana was to be carved out
of Hindi region only, but the Shah Commi-

ssion recommended that Kharar tehsil and
Chandigarh of the Punjabi region should
be given to Haryana and Una Tehsil of
Hoshiarpur (Punjab) to Himachal Pradesh.
While deciding the boundaries of Punjabi
Suba the Shah Commission completely
over-looked such factors as old decisions
under Sachar/Regional Formulas approved
by Hindu and Sikh leaders and the Government of India, old census reports, historical factors and Panchayat resolutions.
Sikhs protested against anti-Sikh attitude
of the commission. Sardar Kapoor Singh
M P. representing Akali Dal in Parliament
vigorously opposed the findings of Shah
Commission, so much so that the Prime
Minister had to reverse some of the
decisions of the Shah Commission by
declaring Chandigarh as Union Territory
and Kharar tehsil as part of Punjabi Suba.
However, while presenting Punjab ReOrganisation Bill to the Parliament, Control
of Punjab rivers, all Dams and Head-works
0

located in Punjab such as Bhakra and BeasDam, Ropar and Hareke Head-Works was
unconstitutionally taken
over by
the
Central Government. On 1st November,
1966, the lame and truncated Puniabi
Suba finally came into existence but common links such as a common Governor
and High Court for Punjab and Haryana
were maintained. This proved to the Sikhs
that whatever may happen elsewhere in
India, al! Punjabi speaking people particularly Sikhs would not be allowed to be
together in one state nor will they be
given any freedom to look after their
affairs. The discontent with the decision
of Government of India kept on simmering from 1966 to 1970. On 26th December 1966, Sant Fateh Singh threatened to
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immolate himself again, if the common
links which Haryana were not snapped
and Chandigarh was not given to Punjab.
Government of India's emissaries assured
the Sant that these demands would be
accepted, so Sant Fateh Singh postponed
his threat of self immolation. The Sikhs
waited till the end of 1969 but nothing
happened and the Sant again threatened to immolate himself on 1st Feb. 1970.
Consequently there was great tension
among the Sikhs. The Prime Minister intervened to save the Sikh leader and
agreed to give her award.
Mrs. Gandhi's Award of 1970 :
28. Mrs.
Indra Gandhi as Prime
Minister gave her award on 30th January
1970, under which it was decided that (I)
Chandigarh will be given to Punjab after
5 years (ii) The villages in the Union
Territory will be divided between Punjab
and Haryana as per the Regional Formula,
(iii) Rs. 20 crores will be given to Haryana—half as grant and half as loan for
building its new Capital, (iv) 114 villages
of Fazilka and Abohar will be given to
Haryana from
Punjabi
Suba
along
with a corridor to connect these villages
to Haryana after a boundary commission
goes into the matter (v) Punjab will have
a big say in Bhakra affairs etc. This was
again rejected by the Sikhs as it did not
do justice with Sikh
aspirations and
showed bias of Mrs. Gandhi against Sikhs.
They particularly objected to the principle
of compensation under which the Punjab
villages were proposed to be given to
Haryana in exchange for Chandigarh, the
Capital of Punjab. Moreover, the princi-

ple of a Corridor through Sikh villages to
connect Hindu majority area with Haryana
was not acceptable to the Sikhs. The transfer of these 114 Punjab villages located
in Ravi Basin would not only break contiguity with Sikh villages in Rajasthan but
would also make Haryana a riparian State,
thus acquiring legal claims to Punjab river
waters and hydal power.
D H A R A M Y U D H MORCHA OF 1981 :
29. Hindus having rejected Punjabi
language and culture, the Sikhs were now
the main champions of Punjabi language
and Punjabi Suba. The Indian Government
keeps on dubbing the demands as communal but Sikhs have decided once for all to
have a Suba, which is viable and brings
maximum Punjabis into its fold. Since
Nehru had done away with language column in 1951 census, and census of 1961
is controversial, relaible census figures are
not available.
Since all
Sikhs speak
Punjabi, this has become the basis of the
Suba which should be re-demarcated on
the principles of village as a unit, contiguity and other factors such as historical
background, old reports, facilities for
irrigation and communication, administrative facilities and such other factors.
BRIEF CASE OF TERRITORIAL ISSUE
30. It is therefore clear from the above,
that after the country attained independence in 1947, according to the declared
policy of Mr. Nehru and the Congress
Party six linguistic states, viz. Kerala,
Karnatka, Tamil Nadu Andhra, Maharashtra and Gujrat were formed practically
without any agitation but
so for as
Sikhs were - concerned it was decided

of self immolation, and intensive agitations had to be carried out for 18 years
before even this lame Punjabi Suba was
conceded
reluctantly and gracelessly.
Even then, Chandigarh the Punjab's capital
was awarded to Haryana against the
earlier ruling and precedents.
When
Andhra and Tamil Nadu were formed the
city of Madras was given to the parent
state of Tamil
Nadu similarly Bombay
was given to the state of Maharashtra
being the parent state when Gujarat and
Maharashtra were constituted. Punjab is
the only exception in India, where the
state capital inspite of its geographical
location, was not given to the parent
state but to the newly carved
state
of Haryana. When Sikhs agitated against
this, the City was made a Union Territory
so that the Central Government could

not to carve a Punjabi State inspite of
intense agitation for the same. The lame
excuse was that Punjab being bilingual, lot
of Hindus living in the state did not want a
Punjabi Suba. To support this theory, the
Hindus in Punjab were encouraged to declare Hindi as their mother tongue in preference to Punjabi in the 1951 and 1961
Census, although all Punjabi Hindus speak
Punjabi in their home. The disowning of
their own mother tongue practically by all
the Punjabi Hindus made the Sikhs realise
that Hindus w i l l never agree to a viable
Punjabi State leave aside a Sikh homeland. Sikhs therefore launched their agitation for a Punjabi speaking State seriously. 57000
Sikhs courted arrest and
scores were shot down by the police.
Inspite of assurances given by the Congress leaders earlier, Nehru in an exclusive
interview
to the
correspondent
of the Time, London, declared that he
would rather face a civil war on the issue

exercise strict control over Punjab affairs.
This act of Government of India sowed the
seeds of the present agitation named as
Dharam Yudh Morcha.
TERRITORIAL DEMANDS
3 1 . Sikhs now demand that all Punjabi
speaking areas left out earlier should be
merged with Punjab and Chandigarh
should be handed over to the State. The
other Punjabi speaking areas claimed by
the Sikhs on the principles of language,
contiguity and village as a unit are given
below :-

of Punjabi speaking state than concede
the Sikh demand./ But the t w o quick wars,
one in 1962 against the Chinese and the
other in 1965 against Pakistan, made the
Government realise the need for placating
the agitating Sikhs. Since Mr. Nehru died
in 1964, a truncated Punjabi Suba was finally conceded in 1966. However, approximately 3 0 % of Punjabi speaking areas were dishonestly merged with neighbouring
Hindu majority states so that Sikhs remain
weak and divided and serve as hostages.
Two new states were carved at the cost
of Punjab for which there was neither any
demand nor any Mass movement, whereas
the supreme Sikh leaders such as Master
Tara Singh and Sant Fateh Singh had to
resort to fast unto death, hold out threats

"Dalhousie (Gurdaspur Dist),
UNA
Tehsil (Hoshiarpur Distt)
Desh
Area
(Nalagarh), Pinjore, Kalka and Ambala
Sadar (Ambala District), Shahbad and
Guhla blocks (Karnal Distt.) Tohana SubTehsil, Ratia Block and Sirsa Tehsil (Hissar Distt) and six tehsils of Ganganagar
Distt. (Rajasthan).
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International as well as National laws
and practices lay down clearly that only
a riparian-State has the rights to use its
river waters and energy. Therefore, any
dispute regarding use of water can only be
between t w o riparian States and not between a ripar:an and a non-riparian states.
I.G. Stark in his book " A n Introduction of
International laws" remaks : "where a
river lies wholly within the territory of
one State, it belongs entirely to that
State
Also where a river passes
through several states, each state owns
that part of the river, which runs through
its territory". Helsinki rules for interstate
water allocation also lay down the same
principles, which is further confirmed by
Mr. N. D. Gulati of the Indus water Commission in his report of 1955. Heffer,
another authority on rivers, states : "Supreme territorial power is thus sovereignty
applied to a particular land or waters,
the right to dispose them of to the
exclusion of third state and their subjects"
Barber, in his book "Rivers in international law," says, "State territory, which
is thus, a principle sphere of "essentially
domestic" matters, undoubtedly includes
those waters flowing within it, the so
called "national waters".

Sikhs neither demand a corridor nor
are they willing to concede one to link up
Sikh/Hindu pockets located in Punjab or
in other states. Sikhs have also lost faith
in commissions appointed by the Indian
Government as they have always worked to
the disadvantage of the Sikhs through premeditated approaches at truncating Punjab.
WATER DISPUTE
32. River Water Issue
Majority of the Sikhs are farmers or
soldiers and the Sikh farmers in PUNJAB
completely depend upon
agriculture.
The effective way to weaken Sikhs therefore would be to stifle the agricultural
economy by denying them waters and energy from their rivers. Although irrigation is
a state subject which constitutionally and
legally should be dealt with by the Punjab
Government, but the Government of India
has gradually encroached upon these rights
to exercise complete control over the
subject. They have done this by enacting
PUNJAB Reorganisation Act 1966. Incidently, once again Punjab is the only exception
in the country whose rivers are controlled
exclusively by the Indian Government, all
other rivers in the country are controlled
by the respective State Governments.
33. The river water dispute forms today
the most important politico-economic issue
in the Punjab. It has become source of
tension between the state and the centre
and has embittered relations between
Sikhs and Hindus. Unless the situation is
handled in a Statesman like manner it may
assume serious proportions, as it affects
the present and future generations of
crores of Sikh farmers and industrialists.
34. Universally accepted principles and

Sumisarian lays down :
There is no limitation on the right of
a state to divert the waters of a tributary,
wholly within its territory, and the
waters of a river which crosses an international boundary."
35. The crux of the problem is that
there is no limitation whatsoever, on the
rights of a riparian State. Smith a noted
English authourity concludes :
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" N o state is justified in opposing
unilateral action of other in utilising waters if such action neither
causes nor threatens any appreciable injury to the former State.
For when a water crosses t w o
or more territories in succession
each of the States concerned possesses the right of sovereignty and
ownership over the section flowing through its territory.
36. Indian constitution lays downs
vide Article 262 that the Parliament may
by law provide for the adjudication of any
dispute or^complaint w i t h respect to the
use, distribution or control of the waters of
or Tm, any INTER STATE RIVER or river
valley." None of the Punjab rivers are inter
state rivers, hence even the Indian Parliament cannot make a law to control or
distribute the Punjab rivers. Already a
precedent exists when Rajasthan a nonriparian state was disallowed the use of
Narmada waters in 1974 by the water
tribunal appointed by Government of India.
37. Rajasthan and Haryana are both nonriparian states as none of the Punjab Rivers
i.e. Ravi, Sutlej or Beas passes through their
territory nor do they form Basin
of
Punjab Rivers. Haryana, whose chief river
is Yamuna is a part of Ganga Yamuna basin
and Rajasthan is outside the basin or valley
of Punjab rivers as per the definition of a
basin laid down by the 1958 Conference
of International law Association, which
States..
"A drainage basin is an area
within the territories of two or
more states in which all the streams of flowing surface water, both

natural and artificial, drain
a
common water-shed terminating
in a common outlet either to the
sea or to a lake or to some inland
place from which there is no apparent outlet to a sea."
Both Haryana and Rajasthan therefore,
cannot claim to be riparian states and they
fall outside the basin or valley of Punjab
Rivers.
PUNJAB S T A N D ON RIVER WATER :
38. Punjab stand on the issue of water
and Hydle power, therefore is that Sutlej,
Beas and Ravi are Punjab Rivers and
other states such as Rajasthan, Haryana
and Delhi, are non-reparian states. As
such, it is the constitutional right of Punjab
alone, to the exclusion of the Centre, Rajasthan or Haryana, to use, develop and
control, and also to legislate about waters,
energy and projects of these three rivers.
Since independence, all central actions
schemes regarding irrigation and Hydel
projects in the Punjab have been evolved
in violation of Entry 17 of State list 11
of the seventh schedule of the Indian Constitution. Already there are precedents and
rulings of the Narmada River tribunal that
the non reparian States have no right to
the waters of a riparian State.
Therefore, Sections 78 to 80 of the
Punjab Re-organisation Act of 1966 are
discriminatory, unconstitutional and major
encroachments upon the fundamental rights
of Punjab, because under it the Centre has
assumed powers to control, develop, maintain and administer the multipurpose projects of Bhakhra Nangal, the Beas river

project and the old and new Headworks
etc. on the three Punjab rivers as well as to
aportion the waters and energy of the three
•

Punjab rivers and even of the benefits
from future projects like the Thein Dam
that may be undertaken in regard to them.
39 It is under the cover of these
powers that the Centre has
under
Section 78 vide its award of 1976 (Notification of 24th March, 1976, Gazette of
India, Part II Section, Sub-section (ii),
and the agreement of 31st December 1981
given 7 6 % of the water, worth the computerised value of Rs. 36,000 crores at 1956
rates, and energy of the Punjab rivers Ravi
and Beas to the non-riparian States of
Rajasthan, Haryana and Delhi, and only
24% of these waters and energy are
left with the riparian Punjab. The major
portion (about 70%) of the waters of
Sutlej had already been illegally allotted
to Rajasthan, Haryana and Delhi under
the Bhakra Nangal Project. The issue,
therefore, relates to the
fundamental
territorial rights of Punjab which have
been brutally destroyed by the Government of India.
These Constitutional
matters cannot be decided by a Tribunal
which has limited powers.
40 Today, Punjab and the Sikhs are
awake to their fundamental rights. They
want these constitutional issues to be
decided by the Supreme Court of India.
Under Article 246 (3) read with entry
17 and Articles 162 & 14), the sovereignty over River waters is determined,
any surplus water if available may be
given to other States on the same basis
as Oil, Iron and coal are obtained from
them. Punjab has no other natural resour-

ces such as oil, iron and coal except
water, which is being illegally distributed
to other states free of cost. Sikh farmers
of Punjab suspect that Government of
•

India is scheming to convert Puniab into
a wasteland, to break the backbone of
Sikhs and convert Rajasthan and Haryana
into greenfields. This cannot be allowed
to happen under any circumstances as
•

PUNJAB suffers the loss of not only Rs.
36,000 crores but also that of energy and
agricultural and industrial production to
the tune of Rs. 10,000 crores per annum.
This would naturally
jeopardise
the
entire economic future of PUNJAB and
particularly of SIKHS for all generations
to come."
Water needs of the Punjab
4 1 . At the time of partition of India
in 1947, the PUNJAB was divided into
EAST Punjab (India) and WEST PUNJAB
(Pakistan). The Sikhs had to leave behind
millions of acres of fertile well-developed
and canal irrigated land in West Punjab.
In East Punjab only 3 0 % of land was
irrigated by the canals, remainder was
barren.
Majority of the Punjabis, bulk of
whom were SIKH farmers, migrated from
West Punjab and settled down in East
Puniab.
Haryana
or Rajasthan were
hardly affected by the partition.
The
undivided Punjab had 170 MAF of river
waters out of which West Punjab rivers
had 133 MAF i.e. approximately 8 0 % and
East Punjab only 32 MAF. The culturable
area
in Punjab at present stands at
10.5 Million acres, including 2. 0 Million
acres of unirrigated area and 3.5 Million
acres of inadequately irrigated area. This

needs 52.5 MAF of water at a conservative estimate and is supported by the
White paper issued by the Cogress Government of Punjab. By the end of the
century the water requirement of Punjab
will increase by another 10.5 M.A.F. The
total availability of water from the three
Punjab Rivers is only 32. M.A.F. therefore 3.5 Million acres said to be irrigated
by canals are in name only. The scale of
water allowance per acre is too inadequate to meet the requirements of multiple
cropping. As
adequate water is not
available from the rivers, many a canal
cannot be run perennially or are given
inadequate water supply. It is therefore
obvious that there is no justification for
riparian Punjab to part w i t h water for use
by the non-riparian states, when it is not
enough for its own needs.

million grains i.e. 7 0 % of the total to the
Central pool after meeting its own needs.
This is largely due to the system of multiple cropping, especially the rotation of
wheat and paddy crops, which needs
higher dosage of fertilisers and water.
The area under wheat and paddy cultivation has increased from 6.3 million acres
to 10 Million acres in the last 10 years.
Paddy cultivation alone has gone up by
10 times since 1947. Rice, wheat, vegetables all need intensive irrigation. As
land for agriculture is limited, this is the
only way to produce more grains for
the country. Punjab's prosperity depends
on this factor.
At present Punjab's
multiple cropping has
increased from
about 1 0 % in 1947 to 8 0 % in 1980-81
and will increase to 100% by the end of
the century provided irrigation is assured.
*

Cropping Pattern
Water required for double cropping
42. The culturable area of Punjab
is approximately 10.5 million acres.
Working on the expert's yardstick of 5 to
6 acre feet of water per acre for successful double cropping. The Punjab, water
requirement therefore is 52.5 M.A.F.
The yard-stick laid down by Government
of India's experts assessing water needs
of Rajasthan from Punjab Rivers is 5.5
acre feet of water per acre. Against
the requirement of 52.5 M.A.F. of water,
the Punjab Rivers have only 32 M.A.F.
of water. Therefore, Punjab farmer has
to either leave large acrage un-cultivated
or depend upon tube wells.
Cropping Pattern
43.

Punjab

now

contributes
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So the Punjab need for water is very
acute.
Tube well water—over extraction of
sub-soil water
44. Canal
water being
already
inadequate, the farmers have
been
forced to sink tubewells in order to
supplement canal water. As per item 1Q
of Annexure L of the Punjab Government
White Paper on the subject, underground
extractable water potential is only 3
M.A.F. This is because compartively
Punjab has shallow strata of sub-soil
water. Punjab's 0.6 million tube-wells
are extracting 12 M.A.F. water at present,
therefore, the water level has gone
down frcm 8 to 10 feet in 1960 to 40 to
50 feet in 1982, and the water level is
further falling down rapidly. The Punjab

farmer has to increase the length of the
pipe to lower his tube well to reach the
sub-soil water, every second or third year
which costs them heavily in capital investment besides progressively increasing
the running cost. The loss of Sub-soil
water may be further aggravated by
the lining of the canals, which will
stop the existing percolation of water.
Unless this excessive extraction of sub-soil
water to the tune of 9 M. A. F. annually
is stopped, numerous tube-wells will dry
up and convert Punjab into an arid desert.
On the other hand Rajasthan has vast
resources of under-ground water which
are being conserved for future exploitation.
Moreover, there are certain areas in Punjab
where water is brackish and tube wells
are unsuccessful hence the peasants have
to mainly depend on canal waters. Tubewell cultivation is, therefore, un-economical and un-reliable.
Cost of Irrigation—Canal Vs. Tubewells.
45. The per acre capital cost of tubewell irrigation is Rs. 1200. The interest
of this amount alone comes to Rs. 120/each year. There is no capital cost
of canal irrigation to the farmer. The
running cost of Tube-well on electricity
is three times the cost of canal irrigation.
Tube wells run on diesel are 12 times
more expensive than canal irrigation. Due
to non-availability of canal irrigation, the
Punjab farmers were running 2.8 lac
electric tube-wells and 33 lakhs diesel
tube-wells in 1981. Net result is that out
of a total irrigated area of 8.5 million
acres, 6 0 % is irrigated by tube-wells
and 4 0 % by canals. Therefore, where
is the surplus water in Punjab rivers ?

46.

Allocation of River Water by
the Indian Government.

In 1947, Punjab State used 9.00
M. A. F. water and Rajasthan used 1.275
through Ganga Canal, which left 21.725
M.A.F. water unused. In 1954, Punjab used
15.325 M . A . F water and Haryana area
(though not constituted as a state) used
5.00 M. A. F. and Rajasthan share was
stepped up from 1.275 M.A.F. to 1.40
M,A.F. In 1955, PUNJAB share was determined at 7.325 but Rajasthan share was
further stepped up to 9.40 MAF, an increase of 8 M.A.F. This was a hastily made
allotment purely for the consumption of
World Bank team visiting India. In 1976/
8 1 , Haryana's share was increased by 3.5
M. A. F. bringing it to a total of 8.50
M.A.F. Rajasthan share remained at 9.40
M.A.F. Delhi was
allotted 0.2 M.A.F.
By 1982 the share of water as allocated
by the Central Government was as under :
i)
ii)

PUNJAB
HARYANA

12.625
14.08 (including
Jamuna
share of water)
iii) RAJASTHAN
-10.675
iv) DELHI
- 0.2
Total
- 37.850
Net result is that present Punjab before
partition in 1947, was using 9. MA. F. of
its waters, today its total allotment stands
at 12.625 MAF, Whereas non-riparian
states of Haryana and Rajasthan have been
allotted 14.08 and 10.675 respectively.
Thus the riparian Punjab got only 16.7%
of waters and non-riparian states were
allotted 83.3% of Punjab waters. It is
grossly unjust that Haryana has been
allotted 5.58 MAF of Jamuna water,

whereas Delhi is getting 0.2 MAF water
from Punjab rivers 300 kilometers away
instead of getting water from Jamuna
which flows through Delhi town. To
legally regularise this discriminatory distribution of waters Mrs, Gandhi bullied the
Punjab Chief Minister into signing an
agreement in 1981, in which he was forced
to sign away the rights of Punjab at pistol
point, as per his own statement to the
press.
How can Punjab develop feelings of
patriotism and Nationalism in the light
of this gross injustice meted out to
the state in the allocation of water and
energy of its own rivers ? Surely Sikhs
understand and
resent discriminations.
Sikh psyche is to fight injustices without
bothering about the consequences, therefore Sikhs w i l l fight to the finish to redress
these grave injustices and prefer extinction
rather than submit to the Tyranny.

(Rajasthan) before ^independence. Otherwise the Government of India w i l l be
sowing the seeds of disintegration of the
country.
49.
(a)

Since 1966 the Government of
India has illegally usurped the
state powers to legislate, control,
use and distribute energy and
water from Punjab rivers, in order
to give unfair advantage to the
nonriparian States of Haryana,
Delhi and Rajasthan.

(b)

Earlier Bhakra Control Board was
a non-statutory
Board of
the
Punjab Government dealing with
Punjab rives. Now, the Board has
been made into a statutory Board
under the Control of Government
of India whose
members
are
appointed by the Central Government. The Punjab has only one
member on the Board. The Board
w i l l also control the completed
BEAS projects and any future
extensions of Punjab River projects.
This Board has already
wrongly allowed 1.9 MAF. water
to Haryana against its share of
0.9 MAF. from BEAS
project;
allowed Haryana to
construct
S.Y.L. Canal and have increased
the flow of water to non-riparian
Rajasthan at the cost of Punjab.

Sikhs Demands
48. Sikhs therefore want the entire
dispute over river waters to be referred to
the Supreme Court, so that the S o v e r e i g nty over Punjab rivers is determined once
for all as per the Indian Constitution and
and the law of the land. Appointment of a
water Tribunal w i l l not safisfy the Sikhs,
V

and the Sikhs cannot remain idle till they
get full justice. Let the legality of
sections, 78-80 of Punjab Reorganisation
Act 1966 be determined by the Supreme
Court. Punjab case is strong & sure to
w i n . Thereafter, any surplus water from
Punjab rivers, if available, can be given
to other states under a time bound agreement after paying due royalty to Punjab
as was done by erstwhile Bikaner State

The Sikh case is based on t h e
f o l l o w i n g points :

(c)

(i)

Refernce of water dispute to a
Tribunal is not acceptable to the
Sikhs for the following reasons.
Punjab rivers are not inter-State
rivers, hence a Tribunal w i l l have

no
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(iv)

78
80 of Punjab Roorgonitotion Act
1
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RELIGIOUS DEMANDS
Kirpan case

50. Sikhs want complete religious
freedom which is theoretically guaranteed
by Article 25 of the Indian Constitution
but in practice many restrictions are placed
by the Government on religious minorities in India. Some of them are discussed
in succeeding paragraphs.

52. The carrying of Kirpan is a settled
and constitutional right
of the Sikhs
vide Article 25 of the Indian constitution as
kirpan
forms part of
essential Sikh
religious symbols since 1699 A. D. Neither
Moghuls nor the British ever challenged

All India Gurudwara Act.
5 1 . The historical Sikh Gurudwaras in
Punjab are already administered by an
elected body known as Shromini Gurudwara Prabandhak Committee (S.G.P.C.),
vide Gurudwara Act passed
by the
Indian Parliament. Sikhs want that left out
historical Gurudwaras within the country
should also be administered by the same
body i.e. S,G.P.C.
This has already
been voluntarily agreed to by the selected
management committees of these shrines.
As the Government does not want Sikh
homogenity, and wants to keep them
divided and weak, it does not want to
bring all Sikh shrines under one management. Many a time the Government
of India interfers in the management of
Gurudwaras by unilateraly amending the
Gurudwara Act and encouraging dissension
among the management. The Government of India is dragging its feet to enact
an All India Gurudwara Act on the lame
excuse that it must consult the State
Governments who have no locus-standi
in the matter. Sikhs suspect that by
sponsoring candidates for the S.G,P.C.
elections, the Government is trying to
control Sikh shrines through its henchmen.

this right. The Indian Government has now
restricted the size of the kirpan to six
inches, which amounts to banning Sikh
religious practices and offending the Sikh
sentiments. It may be noted that whereas the spread of Hindu religion is encouraged by state patronage, efforts are afoot
to halt conversion to Islam and Christianity
and to assimilate Sikhism in Hindu fold.
Other minor demands
54. Even a small matter like declaring Amritsar a holy city, as has been done
in the case of Hindu cities of Varansi,
Kurukshetra, and others is not acceptable
to the Government. Nor are they willing
to concede the demand for the installation
of a transmitter in the Golden Temple exclusively for the
purpose of relaying
devotional songs for Sikhs abroad. The
Sikhs are willing to meet the entire cost
of the project.
Discrimination in services
55. It is a widely known fact that Sikhs
were over 3 0 % in Defence Services at the
time of Partition in 1947. They joined the
Armed Forces in large numbers because
the two professions that command great
respect among Sikh masses are soldiering
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and farming, both of which are gradually
being denied to them. Farmers are being
squeezed out by limiting the size of land
holdings, denial of water rights, increasing the price of agricultural in-puts and
keeping the price of agricultural produce
deliberately low. So far as the services are
concerned, the Government of India has
made the policy of curtailing the recruitment of Sikhs according to their population, which has decreased the Sikh recruitment from over 3 0 % to 1.5%. Apart from
denying the Sikhs a profession they greatly
honour, it increases unemployment among
them and the constitutional right to serve
the country. It may be noted that whereas
in all other services or jobs selections are
made on merit, this is the only profession
where quota has been fixed on the basis
of population to deny opportunity of employment to Sikh youngmen.
Discrimination against Farmers living outside PUNJAB
56. After the loss of fertile land in west
Pakistan some Sikh families migrated to
United Provinces (Now Uttar Pradesh),
Rajasthan, and other states. They cleared
the jungles, faced snakes, Tigers, andmos-

quitoe menace, levelled the land and made
it cultivable after working hard for over a
quarter century. When the land has started giving income, the state Governments have been encouraged to lower the
ceiling on land holdings thrice in fhe
last 20 years under the excuse of providing land to the landless, ard the Sikh farmers are gradually being squeezed out
from their lands.
Discrimination in Education
57.
Punjab's neighbouring states have
large concentrations of Sikhs who demand that Punjabi should be taught as the
second language in the schools.
But these states instead of making
Punjabi the second language under Nehru
formula have made Tamil, and other South
Indian languages as the second language,
whereas there is no South Indian population living in these states.
Sikh Demand
58. Sikhs demand that all these discriminations should be investigated by an impartial commission and removed forthwith
so that Sikhs no more live as secord Class
Citizens in the country.
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DHARAM YUDH MORCHA 1982
Beginning of t h e Morcha :
59. The Akali Ministry was in Power
in Punjab when Mrs. Indira Gandhi staged a come back after winning the Parliament elections in 1980. The Punjab Rivers
water case then was before the Supreme
Court of India to test the constitutional
legality of sections 78-80 of Punjab Reorganisation A c t 1966. When in political
wilderness, she had realised that in future
she must nurse the Hindu majority to remain in power. She dismissed the Akali
Ministty and on instigation by Haryana and
Rajasthan, decided to withdraw the case
from Supreme Court and sign an agreement
on River water issue to the advantage of
these two non-riparian States. The agreement with Punjab was necessary as the
Centre was uneasy about its shaky legal
position before the Supreme Court.
In 1981, the Prime Minister called the
meeting of the congress Chief Ministers
of Punjab, HARYANA and Rajasthan and
asked them to sign the water Agreement.
It is common knowledge that she had to
literally bully the congress chief Minister
of Punjab to sign the agreement legalising
discrminatory allocation of water and digging of SYL canal. The Chief Minister of
Punjab was threatened dismissal before he
signed the agreement at literally pistol point. One of the conditions of the agreement
was that the case from the Supreme Court
will stand withdrawn. As this news percolated to Punjab, the Sikh farmers were

disturbed and they decided to stop the
digging of the SYL canal in its territory.
This was named Kapoori Morcha of the
Akali Dal.
Meanwhile the Sikhs put forward
their other demands viz; Religious demands, Territorial demands, water Dispute,
political demands of giving greater autonomy to the states and the question of
separate Sikh identity. Some discussion
took place in 1981-82 between the Prime
Minister and Akali leaders, but the Prime
Minister did not concede these demands.
62. On 9 Sept. 1981 Lala Jagat Narain
a fanatic Hindu who owned Urdu and
Hindi press at Jullundur and always openly attacked the Sikh doctrines and
interests, was killed by some assailant. The
Punjab Congress Govt, falsely aacused the
Sikh Saint Sant Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale for this deed and on 12 Sept 1981
issued his warrant of arrest. He peacefully surrendered to the police on 16 Sep.
1981 at Mehta Chowk, but the police
provoked the Sikhs by shooting his ten
followers who were protesting against the
Sant's arrest. Sikhs who were already feeling very sore and restive due to atrocities committed on Sikhs suspected of
killing the Nirankari chief, and non-acceptance of Sikh demands by the Prime
Minister, especially draining out of water
from Punjab rivers, rose as one man and
offered themselves for arrest. In a short
period of t w o months, 50,000 Sikhs court-

ed arrest and it became difficult for the
Govt, to bear the economic burden of feeding, keeping and looking after so many
prisoners at the cost of Rs. 40 per head
per day. Therefore, the Govt, was forced
to release the prisoners unilaterally to save
an expenditure of 20 lacs per day.
Sikh sacrifices during the Morcha :
63.
From Ihe start of the agitation in
August 1982 till today, over 0.15 million
Sikhs i.e. 15% of the total Sikh population,
have courted arrest and 200 Sikhs have lost their lives most of them shot dead by the
Police in fake encounters. The Punjab has
been converted into a POLICE STATE.
Para-military force deployed in Punjab
is over 0.1 million, which works out to
be one policeman for every 10 Sikh men,
women and children. Many houses and
shops have been destroyed and burnt by
the Police. Scores of tractors, buses,
trollies and jeeps have been set on fire
by the Central Reserve Police. 7 horses,
two bullocks belonging to Sikhs have
been shot dead and 12 horses have been
severely wounded by the police bullets,
As many as six Inspector-Generals of
Police have been posted in Punjab to
crush the Sikh agitation.
Humiliation during ASIAD :
64. The Sikhs decided to launch a
peaceful demonstration during the Asian
games being held in Delhi. The Indian
Government therefore ordered the search
and humiliation of all Sikhs coming to
Delhi. Sikh travellers were dragged out
from the buses and trains. Not even old
men, women and children were spared.
Serving Sikh officers and men in uniform
and retired Generals and senior civil and

Police officers, who carried their Identity
cards with them, were insulted, searched,
and
humiliated for
being
SiKhs.
In Haryana, on the main Grand Trunk
road, nine barriers and check posts armed
with machine guns and mortar nests
were established as if the Sikhs were
coming as an Army of invasion. Male
policemen searched Sikh women. Even
Sikh citizens of USA, Canada and England were not spared this humiliation.
The ban on Sikh movement to Delhi even
for legitimate work and their humilation
by the Police left a deep scar on the Sikh
psyche. This alienated Sikh intellegentsia
from their country, particularly the Indian
Government.
Ex-Servicemen Intellectuals Rally :
65, On a call given by the Akali Dal
on 23 Dec. 1982, 15,000 Sikh Ex-servicemen, including Generals, 12 Brigadiers,
22 Colonels, many Lt.Colonels, junior
officers and men attended the Rally at
Amritsar and gave full support to the Sikh
Cause. Similarly, over 12,000 intellectuals attended a Rally in January, 1983 to
support the Sikh Demands. Some young
I. A. S. officers resigned and participated
in the Morcha. Barring a few Sikh renegades, who are holding high offices, the
entire Sikh nation is behind the Sikh demands. Large number of Sikh soldiers and
civilians in Government employment want
to resign their jobs but have been stopped from doing so for the time being. The
situation in Punjab has become explosive.
Atrocities committed on the Sikhs :
The list of atrocities on the Sikhs
during the Morcha from 4th August 1982
to date is very long (see Annexure I)

and more atrocities are being committed
every day. Some of the worst only are

ged after filling it with salt. But the y o u n g
man refused to give false evidence.

listed below :

(v)

Hijackers shot dead :
In 1977, when Mrs. Indira Gandhi
was out of power, she was sent to
Govt. Her
the Janta
Tihar jail by
Pande and his
t w o I supporters •Mr
I
Air
Line
an
Indian
companion hijacked
Plane as a protest; they were rewarded
by giving them Congress (I) tickets and
^ ^ ^Prime
^ ^
Minister's
elected M.L.As. by ^ the
party, when she came in power. Both
the hijackers were made country's heroes.
Two Indian Airline planes were hijacked;
one on 4th August 1982 and the other on
20th August 1982 by two unarmed Sikh
young men to protest against the burning
of Guru Granth Sahib—the Sikh holy scripture—by the Police. One of the hijackers,
bvv l the
Museebat Singh was shot dead b
Police at Raja Sansi airport Amritsar on
Gurbakhsh
surrendering and the
other
Singh Bal had his leg chopped off.

( i ) . Father made to rape his daughter :
Sudagar Singh, a scheduled caste
Sikh from village Ghal khurd, Tehsil Moga
Distt. Ferozepur,
was, dragged out of
his home along with his unmarried daughter Swaran Kaur in the police station,
Mehna. The Station House Officer made
both the father and the daughter strip naked and ordered the father.'to rape her in the
presence of his son Major Singh who
was suspected to be an extremist. The
police wanted the alleged extremist son
to give false evidence to implicate Sant
Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale.
(ii)

Girl stripped naked and paraded
in the streets :
In Dao Ke village, Tehsil Ajnala Distt.
Amritsar, a young girl was stripped naked
by the Police from P. S. Gharinda and
paraded in the streets, because the Police
wanted her to disclose the whereabouts
of her brother—a suspected Sikh sympathiser.
(iii)

Sikh priest defiled :

A Sikh priest Jasbir Singh, village

Chupkiti, Tehsil Moga, Distt. Faridkot,
was called
cauea to the police station Moga.
Police wanted to know if the extremists
visited his shrine. A Hindu police officer
sat on his chest, opened his mouth w i t h
stick and committeed the sacrilege of spitting tobacco in his mouth to obtain false
evidence against suspected extremists.
(jv) 2,Thigh cut and filled w i t h salt :
A young Sikh of about 22 years named
^Jagir
^ ^ ^Singh
^ ^ ^ ^from
^ ^ village | Ittanwali, Tehsil
Moga, was brought to the police station.
He was asked to implicate Sant Jarnail
Singh Bhindranwale in a false case of extremism. On his refusal to do so, his right
thigh was cut open with a knife and banda-

Museebat Singh
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<vi)

(vii)

Stomachs burst open and blinded

Jasdev Singh and Sukhdev Singh two
suspected to be sympathisers of the extremists were arrested from their village Kot
Isa Khan. They were asked to disclose the
whereabouts of the suspected extremists,
At their inability to give information,
they were tortured in Kot ISA Khan police
station, Tehsil Zira, Distt. Ferozepure.
Their stomachs were cut open by pincers
and their intestines were taken out, while
they were alive. Later their eyes were gouged out by a knife; and to destroy evidence of torture, they were both shot dead
and quietly cremated by the Police on
instructions from the Congress Govt.

Hot iron-rod shoved in the stomach

S. Kulwant Singh of village Nagoke,
Tehsil Tarn Taran, Dist. Amritsar, was suspected to be an extremist sympathiser. He
was arrested and brought to Nagoke
police station. There, he was tortured brutally by the Police. A red hot iron
rod was shoved into his stomach. He was
branded by hot iron on his forehead and
every point of his body was fractured by
blunt weapons. He survived the torture
but carried the brands, which could be
seen by anybody. But to destroy the evidence of torture, police latsr shot him dead
in the police station and reported that he
was killed in an encounter.

Jasdev Singh

Kulwant Singh
31

Inspector of Police. In the police station
his beard was shaved offfor participating
in the peaceful agitation—(an act which is
abhorrent to Sikh religious sensibility).

(viii) Nails pulled out :
S. Gurmeet singh was a young Sikh
from Village Dhulkot Ludhiana. He was
arrested for suspected extremist activities
and taken to Rahon Police Station Distt.
Ludhiana where all his twenty nails
of both hands and feet were pulled out by
pincers and salt was sprinkled on the
wounds. Then his hands were held over
the candles and burnt. The police then
shot him dead and listed in the police
records "as killed in police encounter."

(x) Sikh Shot dead in a rickshaw :
S. Balwant Singh was sitting in a rickshaw and busy with his normal peaceful
activities, when Deputy supdt. Police Mr.
Lajwant Singh took out his pistol and shot
him dead, because he appeared to be a
burly Sikh capable of extremist activities.
(xi)

•fv*> &

•A

Train Bus collision deaths :

•>»/

>

34 Sikh prisoners were crushed under
a train along with the bus in which they
were travelling under police escort from
Amritsar to Ferozepore.
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Killed in false police encounter :
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S. Baljeet Singh, a young Sikh boy
from Sultanpur Distt. Kapurthala, was
arrested from his house on suspicion
of being friendly with extremists. He was
tortured brutally and later killed in false
encounter by the police.
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(xiii)
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Priest of

Golden Temple

Shot

dead :
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S. Darshan Singh, one of the priests
of the Golden Temple was walking home
after reciting prayers and devotional songs.
He was shot dead in the bazar by the
police without any warning.
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Gurmeet Singh

(xiv)

(ix) Beard of a Sikh shaved off s

Tortured and killed :

S. Kashmir Singh village Ladhuwal
Tehsil Jalalabad, District Ferozepore was
arrested on the suspicion of being an extremist. He was taken to the Police Station

On April 4, 1983, S. Laher Singh was
arrested from his village and taken to the
police station Fazilka by Bichu Ram, Sub

32

and tortured to obtain confession. Every
limb in his body was broken and finally
he w a s allegedly shot dead in the Police
Station & reported as killed in an encounter.
(xv)

Follower of a Sikh Sant tortured

& Killed
S. Bhola Singh village Dode, Tehsil
Moga, Distt. Faridkot was a religious
young man. He served Sant Jarnail Singh
and did house-hold chores for him. He
was arrested by the police and beaten
up badly to falsely implicate the Sikh Sant
in a Criminal case. He was allegedly shot
dead in the police station & reported killed.
(xvi)

Serving Sikh sepoy Tortured and
Killed
Sepoy Sital Singh of 2nd Battalian
Sikh Light Infantry of village Malwa
District Amritsar was suspected of stealing
a sten-gun for giving to extremists. His
Commanding Officer Lt. Col. S. P. Chadha
allegedly ordered that he be beaten up in
the presence of his comrades and villagers.
One pound of chilly powder was pushed
through his rectum and also put in his
eyes. He was allegedly beaten to death in
the presence of villagers and shown as
killed in a fight with his comrade who also
was tortured in a similar way. In the postmortem report one lb chilies were recovred from his stomach. All his limbs were
broken. The sten-gun was recovered from
somewhere else.
Rasta Roko (Road Block) atrocities :
On April 4, 1983 the Akali Dal gave
a call for blockade of roads in Punjab to
protest against the continued indifference
of the Government towards Sikh demands.
The Punjab Govt, suspended Bus services,

as nobody wanted to
travel
under
uncertain conditions. The Police had,
however,
instructions to
teach Sikhs
"A Lesson". At Malerkotla t o w n , where
Sikhs were peacefully sitting on the
trafficless road reciting Shabads (devotional songs) from Sikh scriptures, the
Police accompanied by the Sub-Divisional
Magistrate, reportedly came to the scene
and without any provocation or excuse, opened fire with sten-gun and service-automatic rifles on the peaceful squatters.
More than half a dozen agitators died on
the spot, and a score of them were seriously wounded. All the hand-carts loaded
with fruit, mostly belonging to poor Muslims, were allegedly looted by the Police
and so were some liquor shops. One truck
belonging to a non-agitating Sikh S. Zora
Singh of Malerkotla Tehsil, parked in his
house, was set on fire by the Policemen
in uniform. When the womenfolk tried to
save the truck, they were beaten by
Policemen by rifle-buts and their clothes
were torn. Another truck belonging to a
Sikh was damaged by rifle fire from close
range. A moter-cycle standing in the shop
of Mr. Mohd Sharif, was damaged and
dented by sticks. A Police Sergeant set
fire to the hand-cart of Mohd. Aslam after
it was looted. The Central Reserve Police
Force fired at a Mosque to shoot d o w n
the Muslim priest. The bullet holes are still
there on the walls of the Mosque.
A
lady Sikh leader was brutally beaten up by
the policemen and was rescued bleeding
by the Sikh and Hindu Government. Bus
drivers.
At village Bhogiwal, Tehsil Malerkotla, villagers working in the fields were

repDrtedly shot and killed. At a road junction on Ludhiana-Malerkotla road, the
Deputy Supdt. of Police Mr. VISHIST and
S. D. M. DUGGA reportedly ordered a
stranded bus No. PUU 2275 to be set on
fire to create excuse for the atrocities. At
KUP DA TOTA, a place near Malerkotla,
where sick were being treated, the medical Assistant Shamsher Singh was allegedly dragged out of the clinic and was
shot at, but luckily escaped due to poor
marksmanship of the firer. A dozen tractors
belonging to Sikhs were reportedly burnt
by the Police. These tractors were brought
to the place for repairs or filling in of
diesel. Four more tractors were allegedly
burnt by the police in KUP Kalan village.
Many trucks belonging to the truckmen
were reportedly hijacked by the Police and
given back only after receiving bribes. On
4 April 1983 alone the Police reportedly
opened fire on peaceful agitators at Dera
Bassi, Rajpura, Patiala Phagwara and
Bhatinda and committed atrocities, burnt
private Tractors, Jeeps buses shops and
sheds and shot dead 23 Sikh men, women
and childrenBaba Bakala Episode :
In the first week of July, 1983 t w o
Nihangs (Orthodox Sikhs) were arrestsd
by the Police to investigate a murder in
the area. A band of Nihangs went to the
Police station to request the police officer
not to torture the detainees. A strong

police party, as per instructions received
from the higher ups, reportedly beseiged
the Nihang Camp and started indiscriminately firing at the Sikhs. They killed seven
horses and t w o bullocks and also w o u n ded twelve horses. They also allegedly
killed t w o Sikhs and looted their property
from the camp. The Punjab Government
have rewarded 47 policemen w i t h gallantry
and cash awards reportedly for shooting
innocent Nihangs, looting their property
and killing their horses and bullocks and
thus creating terror
in
the camp of
Nihangs.
Policemen
are brazenly
rewarded
for
allegedly
killing
innocent
and
unarmed Sikhs. By this act the Govt,
wants to raise the morale of the Police
Force and instil fear in the minds of S i k h s . ,
In short, large scale genocide is going on
in Punjab to exterminate the innocent and
unarmed Sikhs for no fault of theirs.
Over 1000 Sikhs are at present reported
to be under illegal detention. More than
20 young Sikhs have been detained under
National security Act. There is no primafaci case against most
of them but
police tortures them to obtain false confessions. When a detenue dies of tortures,
his body is allegedly mutilated and thrown
into a canal, and reported killed in fake
encounter and cremated. The detainee's
next of kin do not know in which prison
or police station they are detained.

CONCLUSION
urces were unconstitutionally allotted to
non-riparian Hindu
majority states
of
Haryana, Delhi and Rajasthan thus draining Rs. 40,000 crore worth of water and
hydel power upto 1968. Secondly, the control and future expansion of river projects
which should have been with Punjab as
per the Indian Constitution was illegally
taken over by the Central Government.
Thirdly, Sikh Farmers who contribute 7 0 %
of the country's wheat and rice to the
Central pool are cheated by fixing the
so-called support price of these t w o
commodities much lower than the prevalent market price and by imposing unofficial control over the movement of
grains outside Punjab circumventing even
the Supreme Court orders. This results in
an annual loss of Rs. 2385 crores to Sikh
farmers.

Sikhs are a separate nation and as different from Hindus as white from black, but
the Indian Constitution does not recognise
their separate identity and defines them as
Hindus only. Therefore all Hindu laws
have been forced on them. Sikhs suspect
that the Hindus want to assimilate them in
their fold and destroy
their separate
identity.
In the pre-independence era the Congress leaders—Gandhi, Nehru and Patel,
solemnly promised to Sikhs a home-land in
North India, if they
sided with the
congress in the freedom struggle. Sikhs
consented to this and made great sacrifices
for the country's freedom. Although Sikhs
were less than 2% of Indian population,
they were the biggest political sufferers.
Out of a 121 Indians hanged for political
reasons, 93 i.e. 8 0 % were Sikhs. Similarly
out of total of 2646 Indians who suffered
life imprisonment, 2147 i.e. 8 0 % belonged
to the Sikh community. After the country
achieved independence, promises made
earlier by the Congress leaders were promptly forgotton and suppression of Sikhs
commenced. Nehru and Patel are alleged to
have declared Sikhs as a criminal tribe and
reportedly instructed the District Officers
''to shoot them dead so that they wake up
to political realities and recognize who
are the masters and who the slaves".

The Sikh case is, therefore, primarily
based upon violation of the Indian Constitution, illegal acts and malafide discrimination by the Indian Government aimed at
giving unfair advantage to Hindu majority
states of Haryana, Delhi and Rajasthan, at
the cost of Sikhs. Some of the gross violations are listed in suceeding paragraphsWhenever Sikhs have formed Ministry
in Punjab, it has been dismissed by the
Indian Government within a short period
on some excuse or the other. So much so
no Akali Government has been allowed to
rule for its full term since 1947. Consequently Sikhs feel so insecure that out

Soon after the British left India, plundering of Punjab commenced. Firstly, 7 6 % of
Punjab River waters and hydel power reso35

of 100 Punjabis now going abroad to earn
their living, 88% are Sikhs, 8% Hindus
and 4% others.
SIKHS are a self respecting people who
have ruled over Kabul, Afghanistan,
Kandhar, Jammu & Kashmir, Ladakh,
Tibet, Punjab and Frontier Provinces in
the 19th century and were recognized as
an independent power by Great Britain,
U.S.S.R.
France, China
and
other
world powers. They have been gifted
with virtues like hardwork, spirit of enterprise, toughness and soldierly qualities.
They are prepared to serve, suffer and sacrifice for the cause to fulfil the mission
entrusted to them by their Great Gurus.
Gurus taught them to treat all human beings as equal, spread the message of love
and universal brotherhood but also to
fight against deceit, oppression, injustice
and tyranny. They cannot submit to illegal,
unconstitutional and malafide discriminatory acts of the Indian Government, which
wants to keep them divided and weak and
reduce them to virtual slavery. The current
agitation of Sikhs by and large has been
peaceful and constitutional. So far, over
0.15 Million Sikhs have courted arrest,
and more than 200 Sikhs have been killed
most of them reportedly shot dead by the
police. More than 0.1 million Sikhs have
taken vow to "do and die,' for the cause
and carry out peaceful fight against injustice and tyranny. The Government of India
is not even prepared to submit the Sikh
complaints to the Supreme Court of India
and obtain judgement on discriminatory
and illegal acts perpetrated against them.
It treats the Sikh agitation purely as a law
and order problem. The Government has

appointed six Inspector Generals of Police
and deployed over 0.1 million security forces, i.e. one man for every 100 Sikh men,
women and children to terrorise them.
The Punjab has been declared as a disturbed area and placed under the President's
rule against all democratic principles.
Sikhs living outside Punjab are treated
as hostages. The Prime Minister personally threatened the Sikhs living in Punjab
by declaring that they should not forget
that there are also Sikhs living in other
states outside Punjab", thus hinting at
their eviction or liquidation if Sikhs do
not behave in Punjab. Soon after, there
have been anti Sikh riots in Haryana &
Madhya Pradesh. Armed Hindu bodies
have sprung up in all major towns in
Punjab most of them led by Mrs. Gandhi's
congressmen, Hindu Sikh ritos have already taken place at Patiala, Jullundur,
Karnal, Jagadhri, and other towns of Haryana, and at Indore in Madhya Pradesh,
where Sikh shops have been burnt. Sikh
shrines stoned, Guru Granth Sahib assaulted by sticks, hair of Sikhs forcibly shorn
and
Sikhs humiliated reportedly under
government encouragement.
The turning point in Sikh affairs has
now come. Ever Since India achieved independence in 1947, the Sikhs have seen
the Indian Constitution working to their
disadvantage. For the last 36 years they
have been robbed of their River Waters,
farm produce and hydel energy, made
weak and divided territorially and discriminated against in services. The sanctity
of their shrines has been violated and their
religious freedom curtailed. The entire
Sikh community
was
barred
from

entering the Indian Capital to watch
games and sports during ASIAD. Even in
Punjab, barriers on roads have been erected to control their free movement.
More Sikhs have been shot and killed since 1980 i.e. during three years of Mrs.
Gandhi's regime in fake encounters, than
in 300 years of British Raj in India. Millions of Sikhs have been arrested and hundreds of them tortured in Jails. Sikhs have
exhausted all democratic means of protest
within and outside India.

and Indian Parliament should be
on the principles of separate electorate with permanent weightage
for the Sikhs.

Since democracy. Secularism and nationalism have proved to be deterimental to
Sikh interests in India, they are losing faith
in these empty slogans. They are increasingly losing faith in the Indian Government
and the Constitution in protecting their interests. Nor have they any hope of gettihg
their grievances constitutionally redressed
or obtaining justice and fair play from the
Govt or Hindu dominated political parties.
Under the circumstances, the only remedy
lies in having a completely autonomous
Punjab State where Sikhs can also feel
"the glow of freedom".

Annulment of illegal 1981 water
agreement and Sections 78-80 of
Punjab Reorganisation Act, 1966,
thus restoring riparian Punjab's
Sovereignty over its river waters
and hydel projects.

c)

Restoration of Chandigarh and
other left out adjoining Punjabi
speaking areas to Punjab on the
principles of language, contiguity
and village as a unit.

d)

An end to the forcible eviction
of Sikh farmers from other Indian
States which is being done in
utter disregard of Article 19 of
the Constitution.

e) ~ Recruitment to the Defence forces
should be on merit as was done
upto1974, and all undemocratic
designs to check Sikh recruitment
through the fixing of quota on
population basis should be removed as these are violative of

S i k h Demands
The Sikh demands in brief are enumerated below :—
a)

b)

Article 15-16 of the constitution,
f) Grant of Second language status
to Punjabi in the adjoining states
of Punjab as provided in the
Nehru formula.

An autonomous Punjab State in
North India, as per the resolution
passed at Anandpur Sahib and
the World Sikh Conference in
1981, where Sikhs are free to
work out their destiny, enact
Sikh personal laws and follow
their religious tenets without any
interference from others.
The
elections to the State Assembly
37

g)

Enactment of an All India Gurdwara Act on the lines of Sikh
Gurdwara Act of 1925, for proper
maintenance of the holy Sikh
shrines located outside Punjab.

h)

Vacation of all restrictions on the

wearing of kirpan by Sikhs including by those in Services, as these
restrictions are ultra vires of Article 25 of the Constitution.
i)

An end to the ruthless repression
and genocide of Sikhs, and the
treating of Sikhs settled outside
Free all
Punjab as hostages.
detainees under the
National
Security A c t who are being tortured in jails, and order judicial
enquiry to find out the truth and
punish guilty officers, and also
give suitable compensation to the
dependents of all the innocent
Sikhs killed in fake encounters.

Until

and unless these

Sikh demands are conceded in toto, the
Sikhs have no choice except to continue
fighting for their rights. Sikhs have no
press, radio or television media of their
own, and the Government distorts their
demands and often indulges in false propaganda against them within and outside
the country. Whatever the consequences,
Sikhs will not submit to injustice and
tyranny. Once the Government orders
large scale oppression of Sikhs they w i l l
be forced to leave their country and become refugees seeking shelter in foreign
lands. This will internationalize the situation and complicate reconciliation process
irretrievably.
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Martyr Amarjeet Singh
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Appeal to the Conscientious Indians and the
International Community
In the foregoing pages, the Sikh case
has been projected objectively with authentic and true records. The Sikhs feel with
justification that the Government of India
instead of treating Sikhs as ''Respectable
citizens at par w i t h Hindus," treat them as
second class citizens and criminals." so
that in the words of Mr. Jawahar Lai
Nehru "they wake up to political realities
and recognize who are the masters and
who the slaves". The consequences of

channel of highlighting the Sikh grievances has been exhausted, but the Government has paid no heed to the Sikh protests.
Instead, the Government has resorted to
shooting down innocent and unarmed
Sikhs.
The brave Sikhs of the Punjab now
appeal to all right thinking Indians and
International forums that believe in human
rights, justice and fairplay to exert full
pressure on the Indian Government to stop
"genocide of the Sikhs" on the false and
unfonuded pretext of their being criminals,
extremists and secessionists. Will the con-

Mr. Nehru's reported statement are there
for all to see.
The Government of India considers the
Sikh agitation waged for the acceptance of
their constitutional rights, as a law and
order problem only and want to teach a
lesson to the Sikhs. Since 1981, over 0.15
million Sikhs have courted arrest and over
200 innocent and unarmed Sikhs have
been killed, mostly in police firing or fake

scentious Indians and International Community rise to the occasion and come to
the rescue of the Sikh Nation, who are a
microscopic minority in India, and stop their
barbaric religious persecution, or will they
choose to remain silent spectators ?

nters^^^l^^H^^^^H^^^^H

It is for the conscience of right thinking
Indians and the International Community to
decide. The Sikh Nation wants to assure
the world that they believe in universal
brother-hood of Man and want to live on
this planet with dignity and peace, w i t h
goodwill towards all and malice towards
none. One thing is quite sure that the
Sikhs will continue their fight against opression, injustice and tryanny but they
will bow down before none except God
Almighty, as the Sikh Guru's have

All that the Sikhs demandls that their
separate identity be recognised and they
be allowed to live with honour and dignity at par with the Hindu majority in the
country, and there should be no discrimination against them in matters religious,
territorial, economic, control of river waters,
employment and services. All the issues
raised by the Sikhs should be solved as
per the law of the land and "provisions of
the Indian Constitution" Every democratic
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taught them. The Sikhs value freedom
Guru Gobind Singh, the tenth Sikh Guru
of Dharma (Religion) and uprightness
on their lips, but will never surrender
over all other things, and prefer to die in
before anybody,
the battle field with the famous prayer of -

*

•

•

SIKH

•

*

*

PRAYER

Grant me this boon O' Lord Almighty
That from good deeds I never should shirk
Nor fear when any foe I confront
But through Faith, register my Victory ;
And so mould my mind
That Ego & Temptations in Thy praises dissolve ;
And when strikes the hour of Thy summons
Then in battle-field fighting, embrace my End.

•^^H^H^H^H^^H^H^HH
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LIST OF SIKHS KILLED DURING THE
AGITATION
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.

Gopal Kaur Kohli wife of Avtar Singh Kohli, 2379 Roop Nagar Delhi.
Daljit Kaur, mother of Manvinder Singh, 45, Bara Mor Sarai, Railway Colony, DELHI
Bhagat Singh father of Govind Singh, 4/509, Ragbir Nagar, New Delhi.
Surinder Kaur widow of Darshan Singh village Pandian Dist. Jullundur.
Darshan Singh son of Lachhman Singh Village and P. O. Raqba, Dist. Ludhiana.
Rattan Singh village & PO: Bapiana Teh. Mansa Dist. Bhatinda.
Mehar Singh village and PO: Nicha Jattana Dist. Ludhiana.
Sakattar Singh son of Kartar Singh V & P. O. Parder Dist. Amritsar.
Harpal Singh son of Chanan Singh V & P.O. Buttar Kalan Distt. Amritsar.
Balbir Singh son of Dalip Singh Village & P. 0. Jaura Dist. Amritsar.
Darshan Singh son of Gurmej Singh Gill, V i l l / & PO : Mallian Dist. Amritsar.
Baldev Singh s/o Pritam Singh ViII. Kalra Teh. Batala Dist. Gurdaspur.
Harchand Singh son of Ginder Singh Chaminda Kala, Amritsar.
Wazir Singh Vill. & PO: Magewala Dist. Ludhiana.
Nirmal Singh son of Naranjan Singh. Vill. Bolewala Dist. Gurdaspur.
Jarnail Singh Nidharak, Vill. PO : Phafarian Dist. Sangrur.
Harjinder Singh son of Piara Singh VPO : Khujala Dist. Gurdaspur.
Dharam Kaur w/o Mohan Singh Vill. Piarana Dist. Ferozepur.
Rajpal Kaur wife of Amrik Singh Vill. & PO : Bhocho Kalan Dist. Bhatinda.
Pawan Kumar son of Sadhu Ram V & PO : Khanpur Dist. Sangrur.
Ham Din son of Shazada V & PO : Ranwan Dist. Sangrur.
Mohd. Rasiq son of Paro Din, New colony Malerkotla (Sangrur)
Gurmeet Singh son of Hari Singh, V & PO : Manwa Dist Sangrur.
Maghar Singh son of Hamek Singh V & PO : Lasoi, Dist. Sangrur.
Gurdial Singh son of S. Bela Singh V & PO : Chupar Kheri (Sangrur).
Amarjit Singh s/o Kartar Singh V & PO : Mandiana Dist. Sangrur.
Bhag Singh s/o Ram Singh V & PO : Jandali Khurd Distt. Sangrur.
Gurcharan Singh s/p Ghenda Singh V &JPO : Rangan Nal, Dist. Sangrur.
Zora Singh s/o Man Singh V & PO : Nathana Dist. Bhatinda.
Inderjit Singh s/o Sadhu Singh V & PO : Dhudhal, Malout Faridkot.
Amar Singh s/o Dalip Singh V & PO : Gauspur, Sukhchiana Sahib Kapurthala Dist.
Bakhtawar Singh V & PO : Bhakarpur Teh. Rajpura Dist. Patiala.
Sukha Singh V & PO : Sakhand Teh. Rajpura Dist. Patiala.
Gurnam Singh V & PO : Bisoli Teh. Rajpura Dist. Patiala.

35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.

Jagir Singh V & PO : Khurajpur Teh. Rajpura Dist. Patiala.
Joginder Singh V & PO : Naska Mira Dist. Kurukshetra (Haryana).
Ujagar Singh V & PO : Jogi Majra Maloud Dist. Sangrur.
Joginder Singh V & PO : Dauna Kalan Dist. Patiala.
Ashwani Kumar s/o Amrit lal Phagwara Dist. Kapurthala.
Jagir Singh V & PO : Jegi Majra Nalud Dist. Sangrur.
KILLED WHEN PROTESTING PEACEFULLY
41. Gurdial Singh V & PO : Mode via Attari Distt Amritsar.
42. Fauja Singh son of Giani Jaswant Singh 542, East Mathan Nagar Amritsar.
43. Avtar Singh V & PO ; Kurala Dist. Hoshiarpur.
44. Ragbir Singh Punjab & Sind Bank Nadala Dist. Kapurthala.
45. Kewal Singh s/o Amar Singh V & PO : Premgarh Distt. Hoshiarpur.
46. Piara Singh son of Kishan Singh V & PO : Bhungarni Dist Hoshiarpur.
47. Hari Singh, 3285/26 Kot Ralia Ram Band Gali, Amritsar.
48. Gurcharan Singh Vir Parwar, 3290 Model Town Ludhiana.
49. Harbhajan Singh VPO : Bhatian Dist. Gurdaspur.
50. Bhai Dharamvir Singh 2, Ajit Nagar Amritsar.
5 1 . Jathedar Ranvir Singe s/o Kala Singh VPO ; Tharaj, Dist Faridkot.
52. Bhai Amrik Singh s/o Kundan Singh VPO : Khujala Dist. Amritsar.
53. Gurjit Singh s/o Joginder Singh Wasu, 193/8 Shashtri Nagar Kanpur (UP).
54. Darshan Singh Dera Sant Baba Mehta, Amritsar.
55. Jagjit Singh s/o Gurdial Singh, 119/37, Nasema Bagh Kanpur. (UP).
56. Kishan Singh 16/1 Charan Singh Colony, Kanpur. UP.
57. Balwant Singh 1/2 Bombay Road Kanpur (UP).
58. Harcharan Singh 5/1 Bombay Road, Kanpur (UP).
59. Man Mohan Singh 35/4 Block 4 Gobind Nagar Kanpur.
60. Kashmira Singh 124/281 Gobind Nagar Kanpur (UP).
6 1 . Darshan Kaur wife of Harnam Singh 29/8 Block No. 3, Kanpur (UP).
TORTURED BY POLICE AND ALLEGEDLY KILLED IN FAKE POLICE ENCOUNTERS
62. Kulvvant Singh V & PO ; Nagoke. Teh. Tarn Taran Dist. Amritsar.
63. Jasdev Singh V & PO : Kot Issa Khan Dist. Ferozepur.
64. Amarjit Singh V & PO : Deheru Dist. Ludhiana.
65. Sukhdev Singh s/o Karnail Singh Kot Issa Khan Dist. Ferozepur.
66. Bhola Singh V & PO : Rode Dist. Faridkot.
67. Gurmeet Singh V & PO : Dhulkot. Ludhiana.
68. Kashmir Singh V & PO : Laduwal Uttar Dist. Ferozepur.
69. Museebat Singh, Purana Bazar Dist. Amritsar.
70. Balwant Singh (Granthi) Priest, Golden Temple Amritsar.
7 1 . Baljeet Singh c/o SGPC Office Golden Temple Amritsar.
Details are being collected of many other cases of fake encounters where Sikh youth
have been killed.
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