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FOREWORD
*

The Sikh shrine is called a Gurdwara or the house of
Guru, where the Guru is manifested. A Gurdwara is for Sikhs
what the Mandirs, Masjids, Churches and synagogues are to
followers of other faiths. The word Gurdwara literally means
'the door to the Guru' or the abode of the divine being.
At the time of Guru Nanak, the founder of Sikhism, and
the succeeding three Gurus, the Sikh places of congregation
were known by many names such as 'dharamsala', 'dharam
mandir' and such, where persons who shared common beliefs,
or similar spiritual and social concerns, would meet. The fifth
Sikh Guru Arjun had completed the construction of Harimandir,
Amritsar, which is the Mecca of Sikhs and one among the
world's holiest shrine, in 1601 AD and he had also compiled
the Guru Granth Sahib, the eternal spiritual Sikh Guru, which
he installed in the Harimandir, Amritsar, on the 16th August
1604. It was Guru Har Gobind the Sixth Nanak who made a
Gurdwara not only inseparable from Sikh religion but the
abiding symbol of Sikh faith. To attend Gurdwara is a part of
Sikh's daily routine. As the Guru is manifested in 'sangat', so
a Sikh is ordained to join the worship in a congregation,
performed in the Gurdwara.
From the seventeenth century onwards, the Gurdwara
has provided the Sikhs, with the most intense and elevating
moments of their lives. On a raised platform in a Gurdwara
rests the Guru Granth Sahib draped with many pieces of fine
silk. Any Sikh, man or women, can be a priest who reverently
reads passages from the Granth Sahib which every morning
is opened with utmost respect and closed in the evening after
the prayer. The congregation sits on the floor at a level lower
than the pedestal on which the Guru Granth rests. Guru Arjan
who compiled and installed it said the following :

"The human race is saved
God's word goes to the people
Blesses them and bestows immortality on them
My house is full of the light of the song of life today
This is the staff on which the old and the miserable,
the strayed and the rich shall lean."
It is my privilege to write the above short foreword for
the book. "SELECTED SIKH GURDWARAS IN INDIA AND
ABROAD" by S. Jagjit Singh Ahluwalia. The book is a very
good attempt on the part of the author which he has written
after retirement from the Indian Navy as it enables general
readers to have "darshan" of selected Gurdwaras without even
visiting them ! I am sure, this would enlighten the readers with
the historical background of such places of sikh pilgrimage.
These are of vital importance for the rebuilding and strengthing
their faith, particularly of the present Sikh generation in the
Sikh religion and the unique sacrifices of the Sikh Gurus.

(MAHINDAR SINGH)
M.A. (NY) - IFS
S-314, Panchshila Park
New Delhi-110 017

PREFACE
In this my small humble work undertaken by me on the
inspiration and good wishes of my wellwishers I have tried to
depict some of the selected and important Sikh Gurdwaras/
Shrines GURUW1SE ie. relating to each Sikh Guru Sahiban
separately and Not State or country wise. The small Booklet
entitled "SELECTED SIKH GURDWARAS IN INDIA AND
ABROAD" has come out after taking guidance from the various
books on the subject and visiting various Libraries mainly
Central Sikh Library, Gurdwara Bangla Sahib, New Delhi I had
also the privilege of studying Books namely "Gurdwaras in
India and Around the World" By S. Patwant Singh "The Sikh
Shrines" by S. Gurmukh Singh, "Parsidh Gurdwaras" by S.
Shamsher Singh Ashok and "Evolution of Khalsa Suffering" by
S. Ujagar Singh Gill. My heart felt thanks to these eminent
authors.
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I am grateful to Gyani Mahipal Singh, MA., Ed. Head
priest Gurdwara Singh Sabha, Malviya Nagar, New Delhi and
Sardar Mahinder Singh MA (N:Y), IFS. a retired Diplomat from
the Ministry of External Affairs and an eminent Sikh scholar
historian for editing the draft paper.
I also must thank my wife, who has been helping me
to find some suitable and appropriate english words when I
got stuck for them from time to time.
Lastly, I am highly obliged to Col. PS. Sindhu for his
gracious offer to publish this booklet in his Printing Press
Puran Prints, 8/4, Hauz Rani, Opp. Modi Hospital, Saket,
Tel. 6672506, 6684884.
Any individual, institution, organisation etc. if so desire
to publicise and publish this Booklet for the benefit of general
public may do so for free distribution only.
Tel. : 601 6766
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2.

CHAPTER - I
INTRODUCTION
After completing my maiden booklet and its
publication under the title of "GLIMPSES OF THE SIKH
GURUS AND THEIR TEACHINGS" I thought of taking up
another important topic/subject relating to the Sikh religion.
I have, therefore, ventured to throw some light on the Sikh
Gurdwaras/shrines, which are the most sacred and revered
places of Sikh pilgrimage and worship in India and abroad.
No doubt there are a number of books, pamphlets etc on
the subject, produced by the learned and able Sikh
historians and theologians, including our major sikh
organisations and institutions, I have, in my this humble
task tried to describe the subject in the simplest and brief
form for the education and enlightenment of the present
generation of sikh youth, who in the modern conditions and
cultural environments, is not aware of the places of sikh
pilgrimages unlike places of pilgrimage of other religions.
A place of Sikh pilgrimage and worship is uniformly
and universally known as GURUDWARA : the word
GURUDWARA has its origin from the Gur Baani in the Adi
Granth, Sri Guru Granth Sahib, as would appear from the
following divine stanzas :
(i)

The first Guru (Pehli Paatshahi), Sri Guru Nanak Dev
Ji in his divine hymn under "Asa Mohalla I" has given
vital importance to the Gurdwara for solemnising the
marriages by Anand Karaj (Bridal couple walking
around Sri Guru Granth Sahib four times with the
singing of holy Shabad called "LANWA)" as under:
"Gurdware Hamara Vihah je hoya,
Ja saho milia Tan Janya"

Asa Moh 1
Pg. 351 SGS

Meaning: "Our marriage was performed at the thresthold of Guru
(Gurdwara) and I was blessed with a God's like
husband and thus came to know that God is every
where in this world"
(ii)

In an other place the third Guru Amar Dass (Teesri
Paatshahi) has also mentioned as follows :"Satguru farmaya kari eh kareho,
Gurudwara hoye ke sahib smaleho" Pg. 554 SGS

Meaning: "Guru ordered me to go to Gurdwara and recite His
(God's) NAME (Naam). He is always with us human beings"
(iii)

The fifth Guru Arjun Dev Ji (Panjwi Paatshahi), in his
divine shabad under "Maru Mohalla 5" has described
as under :
"Gurudwara Har Kirtan suniye,
Sat Gur Bhet har jas mukh bhaniye"

Page 1075

Meaning: "Come to the Guru's threshhold (Gurdwara) and sing
devotionally in His praise. This is the only gain in
man's life."
*

3.

The word "GURU" means a holy teacher, a spiritual
leader and a special messenger sent for a particular
mission to guide the people with the spiritual light infused
in him by God. The word "Guru" is followed by the word
"Dwara", which means the door/threshold and an abode of
a spiritual leader, where people are guided to worship and
pray the NAME (NAAM) of God to reach Him. Its also a
temple of God. The GURDWARA is interlinked with
"SANGAT" which means a congregation of worshippers of
God and a "PANGAT" where all can sit to eat together,
belonging to the entire human race without any
discrimination based on caste, creed, religion, sex, low or
high birth status etc., as all human beings created by the
Supreme Power, the Almighty God are alike and are
emenation of God. This has been confirmed in the Gurbani
by Bhagat Kabir in his hymn as under :
"Awal Allah Noor Upaya
Kudrat Ke Sab Bandey,
Ek Noor Te Sab Jag Upjiya,
Kaun Bhale, Ko Munday"

Parbhati Kabir Ji
Pg. No. 1349 SGS

Meaning: "The entire universe is out of the glorious radiance
of one God. All human beings are his creation, and
so who is bad and who is good" :
In Sikh religion, it is a paramount and unique institution
and ideology, found no where in any other religion in the
world, since the doors of GURDWARAS are open to the

people of the whole universe at all times and there is no
separate entry for low caste and backward classes, where
people get real peace and solace.
The institution of GURDWARAS came into
prominence in the Year 1920-25 when the Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhik Committee was established. Prior to
this, such places of worship were called "DHARAMSHALAS"
manned and controlled by the Mahants or so-called Saints.
4.

It will be necessary to describe about the institution
of "DHARAMSHALAS" which was in vogue before the
advent of the institution of Gurudwaras in the sikh religion.
The word "DHARAM" means religion or faith and "SHALA"
is an abode. The Dharamshalas of olden times were
referred as places, where people will get together and pray/
worship God or their deities according to their respective
belief and faith. This has been very beautifully clarified by
the fifth Guru Arjun Dev Ji (Panjween Paatshahi) in Sri
Guru Granth Sahib as under :
Gauri Mohalla 5
"Mohan Terey Uchey Mandir Mahal Apara,
Mohan Terey Sohan Duar Jeeyo sant DHARAMSALA.
Dharamsal Apar Dyal Thakur, Sada Kirtan Gaway,
Jey Saadh Sant Ikatar Howey, Tan Tujeh Dhiavey."

Meaning: Oh loving God, your temples
your own abode is without
Sadhus sitting together there
they are singing your divine

are very high and also
any limit. Your Sant /
are looking beautiful as
Baani in your praise."
Page 248 SGS

5.

Most of the Sikh Gurdwaras except Sri Hari Mandir
Sahib at Amritsar, were initially built and popularised for
worship during the Sikh Raj in Punjab under Maharaja
Ranjit Singh (year 1780-1839). The Maharaja granted huge
areas of agricultural land and other properties to the
various Gurudwaras to meet their maintenance expenses.
Here it would be necessary to mention that Maharaja Ranjit
Singh took the sacred task of building Gurudwaras as
memorials to Guru Gobind Singh, the tenth and the last
spiritual Guru, at Nanded in Maharashtra.

The historical Gurdwaras (Shrines) in Punjab are
controlled and managed by an elected body by Law, called
Gurdwara Act 1925. This body is known as Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbhandik Committee (SGPC) initially formed in
1920 with Baba Kharak Singh as the first president as
headquarters at Amritsar (Punjab). It employs Granthis
(Sikh priests) to perform the Guru Maryada (daily routine)
and Ragis (singing kirtan of divine shabads/hymns from the
Gurbaani.)
The historical Gurdwaras in Pakistan are under the
management and control of Pakistan Government with a very
limited sikh representation. As a result thereof, our such
precious edifices and holy spots are almost vanishing. An
access for the Sikhs to these sacred shrines either to visit or
to be a part of their management teams is the dire necessity
of the day, with the good will of the Pakistan Government, Hope
the SGPC with the help and diplomatic intervention of the
Indian Govt, will look into it on priority basis.
1

In this book I have delved on the most important and
popular historical Gurdwaras only, although there are many
other Sikh shrines where our Guru Sahiban, have visited
and blessed these places from time to time during their
divine mission to tell the people that there is only one God,
the Supreme Being, and the Creator of the entire universe.
My main mission is to make the present day youth
particularly the sikh youth to easily understand and
memorise the historical heritage of our religious places of
worship and pilgrimage. It is possible that there may be
some ommisions and commissions and shortcoming in this
Book. Therefore, I will feel highly obliged if these are
pointed out to me with some valuable suggestions. I will
deem my efforts amply awarded if it creates a lasting and
better awareness about our historical shrines, in the minds

5

CHAPTER - II
Gurdwaras - Relating to the First Guru (Pehli Paatshahi)
GURU NANAK DEV JI
I

A)

In Foreign Countries : (PAKISTAN)

1.

NANKANA SAHIB : (GURDWARA SAHIB JANAM ASTHAN)

The Sikh history originates from Nankana Sahib in
Pakistan. Guru Nanak Dev Ji, the founder of the Sikh Faith,
was born here in the year 1469. The present Gurudwara
called "JANAM ASTHAN", originally located in the village
Talwandi, in Sheikhupura Distt, Punjab (West Pakistan), was
a home of Guru's father, Mehta Kalyan Das (Mehta Kalu)
and his mother Mata Tripta. This historical Guru's birth
place, came to be known and became religiously popular
during the divine and spiritual life time of the Fifth Guru
Arjun Dev Ji and the Sixth Guru HarGobind Ji. The present
building of Janam Asthan was built by Maharaja Ranjit
Singh granting lot of agricultural land to maintain it.
Prior to the year 1921, this sacred place was in the
control of Mahants (local so called materialistic saints) who
started misusing the offerings made by the devotees. The
• Guru's devotees could not tolerate the misdeeds of the
Mahants and unitedly stood against them. The change was
finally effected during the Gurdwara Reform Movement
called "Akali Lehar" of 1921-1925 and this sacred Asthan
(place) came under the control of Shiromni Gurdwara
Parbhandhik Committee, Amritsar.
The above Gurdwara had to be abandoned at the
time of partition of India in August 1947 and since then is
under the management of the Pakistan Government.
The above Gurdwara is one of the most sacred and
revered shrine for the Sikhs particularly and non - Sikhs
devotees including Sindhis and some Muslims. Every year,
during the month of November, nearly 3000 to 4000
devotees from India and some foreign countries visit the
Janam Asthan and other six Gurdwaras relating to the Guru
in Nankana Sahib to celebrate the Birth Anniversary of
Guru Nanak Dev Ji with the prior permission of Pakistan

Govt. Thousands of Sindhis (Hindus) settled in Karachi
(Pakistan) visit and run a free langar (free community
kitchen) for three days of celebration including the
performance of Sri AKHAND PAATH (non stop recitation of
Guru Granth Sahib for 48 hours) in the obeisance of the
Holy Guru.
Gurdwara "SACHA SAUDA"
This Gurudwara is situated at Chuhar Kana, near
Faizlabad (old Lyallpur) in Pakistan Punjab : When Guru
Nanak became adult, His father wanted to initiate the Guru
to some business. He therefore, gave Him rupees twenty
to do some profitable and Sacha (pure) business. The
young Nanak, along with his companion Bhai BALA, met
some Sadhus, who were hungry near Chuhar Kana. The
Guru could not face them with their empty stomachs and
thus spent the entire money to buy food for them. At this
the Guru's father was very angry, as according to him his
son had wasted the money, Nanak, most humbly, told his
father that He had done the best and true business (Khara
and Sacha Sauda) by investing the money in the feeding
of the hungry people. On that very spot there is Gurdwara
"SACHA SAUDA", built by Maharaja Ranjit Singh.
3.

Gurdwara "ROHRI SAHIB" Aimanabad

Aimanabad's original name was SAID PUR. Guru
Nanak, on His spiritual tour (UDASI) stayed with a poor
carpenter Bhai Lalo, who earned his living by hard and
honest labour (Kirat Kamai). One Malik Bhago, who was
the village head, invited Nanak to dine with him. The Guru
refused the invitation. When Malik Bhago wanted to know
the reason for refusal, the Guru told him that his food was
made out of the ill gotten money, collected from the poor
people's blood and not by honest earning as in the case
of Bhai Lalo : Guru Ji proved this by taking in one hand
a dry roti (pan cake) offered by Bhai Lalo prepared out of
his honest earning and in the other hand a puri (fried pan
cake) prepared by Malik Bhago. Instantly, by squeezing the
food in both the hands, the blood came out of the food of

Malik Bhago and milk out of the food of Bhai Lalo. This
awakened the conscience of Malik Bhago and henceforth
he became an honest man. This was a divine lesson for
each and every one to do honest and hard work for your
earning (Kirat Kamai).
Gurdwara "MANJI SAHIB". Dipalpur (Mont Gomery).
From Aimanabad, Guru Ji went further and halted
under a pipal tree at the out skirts of Dipalpur (Pakistan).
This tree which was completely dry for a long time instantly
became green. Also a Muslim Faqir who was suffering from
Leprosy and was lying near the tree, became absolutely
normal immediately due to the holy presence of Guru Ji.
There was then no sign of leprosy and he became a
healthy man. On hearing these two incidents the local
public thronged to pay obeisance to Guru Nanak. A
beautiful Gurdwara had come up there.
Gurdwara BABEY PI BER - Sialkot
In Sialkot (Pakistan), there was one Faqir Hamza
Ghause. He was a spiritual personality and said to be near
God. He declared that the Sialkot city will be destroyed
soon as all the inhabitants therein were liars. Guru Nanak
Ji, on reaching there advised the Faqir to be cool and
merciful to the inhabitants, as all could not and would not
be liars and there must be true and honest people also.
To prove that Guru Ji directed his companion Bhai Mardana
to go to the city and buy some "Truth" (Sachh) and
"Untruth" (Jhooth) from some shop. After going from shop
to shop, he came across a shop of Bhai Moola. Mardana
asked him to give "Suchh" (Truth) and "Jhooth" (Untruth)
for two paisas. Moola took the money and on a piece of
paper he wrote "Marna Suchh" (Death is truth) and "Jeena
Jhooth" (Life is untrue). Mardana came back to Guru Ji and
handed over the peice of paper given by Moola. Guru Ji
then told the Faqir that there was atleast one true person
like Bhai Moola and all were not liars. The Faqir realised
his mistake and became a staunch follower of Guru Nanak.
A beautiful Gurdwara stands there, where Guru Ji sat
under the Beri tree and is, therefore, known as Gurdwara
BABEY Dl BER :

6.

Gurdwara "PUNJA SAHIB" Hasan Abdal

Guru Nanak Dev Ji, during his holy and divine tour
(Udasi), on way to Kabul from Kashmir, stopped at Hasan
Abdal, a railway station on the main Lahore-Peshawar line
in Pakistan. Here Bhai Mardana, Guru's companion felt
thirsty. He was told by the Guru Ji to go to the near by
hillock for water. One Pir Wali Kandhari, who was staying
there refused to give water to Mardana, as he did not like
that Mardana - Muslim-by religion-to be a follower and
companion of Non-Muslim Faqir. Mardana came back to
Guru Ji without water twice. Guru Ji then with his mystic
power stroke the hillock with a stick and the entire water
from the top of the hillock starting flowing down. At this
the Pir was so much enraged that he threw one big boulder
of the hill down to kill both Guru Ji and Mardana. Again
Guru Ji with His divine and Godly power stopped the
boulder with His right hand. His open palm made an imprint
on it. Even today after over five centuries, Guru's hand
impression is still there on the boulder inspite of the fact
that several times the Muslim rulers tried to obliterate/
remove it. Also there is a cool and clear water still flowing
without interruption in the Sarover (pool) inside the
Gurdwara. This Holy place is called Gurdwara Punja Sahib.
The Gurudwara was built by Hari Singh Nalwa, an army
General during the Sikh Raaj. Thousands of Guru Nanak's
devotees from India, Pakistan, Kabul (Afghanistan) and
other foreign countries visit the holy shrine, specially on
Baisakhi day every year in addition, at the time of Guru
Nanak's birth Anniversary at Nankana Sahib. Before
partition of India in 1947, there used to be langar (free
kitchen) for all the twenty four hours for the yatris of all
castes, creed, sex, religion, low or high who visited the
Shrine any time during the day.
7.

Gurdwara KARTAR PUR :

The Gurdwara is situated on the bank of river Ravi
in the Narowal tehsil in Pakistan, under the management
of Pakistan Government. It can be seen from Dera Baba
Nanak in East Punjab (India) across the river Ravi on
Pakistan side. Here Guru Nanak, after completing His
divine preaching tour called Udassis in Afghanisthan, Iran,

Iraq, Arabia, Bhutan, Nepal, Tibet, China, Burma, Malaya,
Thailand and Sri Lanka, he founded Kartar Pur and settled
there and ultimately left for His Heavenly abode on 22
September 1539. Before this the Guru appointed Guru
Angad the Second Sikh Guru (Doosri Paatshahi) as His
successor.
Gurdwara "DEHRA SAHIB" Guru Arjun Dev Ji (Lahore) :
This Gurdwara is opposite Shahi Fort, on the left side
ot the memorial of Maharaja Ranjit Singh in Lahore
(Pakistan). Guru Arjun Dev, the sikh fifth Guru was tortured,
made to sit on the red hot iron plates, and hot sand was
poured over him. He was also made to sit in the boiling
water. This was done under the cruel command of Muslim
emperor Jahangir, as the Guru refused to pay the un
warranted and unjustified fine imposed on him on the
complaint of one Hindu Khatri official CHANDU, as the
Guru Ji refused to accept the hand of his daughter for
Guru's son Hargobind Ji.
Mian Mir, the Guru's muslim friend, could not tolerate
this cruelty and offered to intervene. But the Guru Ji
rejected the offer and told the Mian that it was God's will
as per the sacred Gurbani Verse "TERA BHANA MEETHA
LAGE". After that the Guru was taken to river Ravi for dip
in the cold water to cause acute pain on his blistering body.
Guru Ji took a dip in the water and never cameout and
went to his heavenly abode therefrom.
A Gurdwara was later built by Guru Hargobind Sahib
on that sacred place in the memory of the Martyrdom of
Guru Arjun Dev Ji. Though the Gurdwara DEHRA SAHIB,
is in Pakistan (Lahore), Sikh sangat from India visit that
Gurdwara every year to obsorve the martyrdom day in the
month of May/June. In India, this day is observed in all the
Gurdwaras, by serving cold sweetened milk mixed drink
(Sharbat) and free Langar in plenty.
In addition to the above most important Gurdwaras,
there are many more Sikh historical Gurdwaras in Pakistan
in the memory of Sikh Gurus.

IN BANGLA DESH :
1.

Gurdwara SAHIB NANAK SHAHI :

This Gurdwara is situated in Ramna (Dhaka) in the
memory of Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji. Guru Ji came here in
the year 1564 during his first preaching tour (fourth
Udassi), had divine discourses on the existing of one God
and also on the brotherhood of mankind without any
discrimination of caste, creed and sex. The Gurdwara
situated near the Dhaka University is the oldest Sikh
historical place, as it was originally founded by one Bhai
Almast, when Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur, the Ninth Guru
visited the place in 1660 AD.
2.

Gurdwara SIKH TEMPLE - Chittaaona :

This Gurdwara is situated on the right bank of
Karnaphuli river, in the memory of Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji,
who visited the place to bless the residents with the holy
preachings on the presence of one God and advised them
to recite HIS Name (NAAM) in His praise only.
Since the establishment of Bangla Desh as a
separate independent country from Pakistan in the year
1971, the above Gurdwaras and other Sikh Gurdwaras
there, are being maintained by the Bangla Desh Gurdwara
Management Board, attatched to TAKHT Sri Patna Sahib
(birth place of the tenth Sikh Guru Gobind Singh Ji (Daswin
Patshahi).
IN CHINA :
Guru Nanak Dev Ji, during His second preaching tour
(Doosri Udassi), after crossing the Mansarover Lake,
offered His holy preachings on the brotherhood of mankind
and the presence of one Almighty God, the creator of the
Universe to the people at NANKING and Shinghai. It is
understood that there are some Sikh historical Gurdwaras
in honour of the Guru.
Guru Ji also visited Singapore, and as such there is
a beautiful Gurdwara in HIS memory.

IN AFGHANISTAN :
There was a beautiful Gurdwara at Kabul, as Guru
Nanak stopped there and had divine discourses with the
local bigotted people and impressed upon them the existing
of one Supreme power, the Almighty God only for the entire
Universe. The Gurdwara was later demolished during the
reconstruction of the city, because it stood in the way of
the new road. In addition, two other Gurdwaras namely
GURU KA KOTHA and CHASHMA GURU NANAK, also
exist in the memory of the Guru.
IN MECCA MADINA :
Guru Nanak Dev Ji after blessing the people of
various Asian countries with His spiritual and divine
teachings, came to Mecca which is the most sacred and
reverred Muslim pilgrimage in the World. There too, the
Guru's mission was to enlighten the people that there was
only one God for all the races of the humanity, who believe
in the code of religious tolerance and service to mankind,
irrespective of any religion, caste, birth status etc. Guru Ji
impressed upon them that the God for every one, is every
where in all the nooks and corners of the universe. To
prove that, Guru Ji rested/lied on the floor inside the holy
Mosque, stretching His feet towards KABA SHARIF, which
is a high place of Muslim worship. Guru Ji's stretching His
feet in that direction was considered a sinful act of
disrespect. One Maulana, on noticing this got infuriated and
told the Guru Ji that how dare he kept his feet towards the
sacred Kaba Sharif - an abode of God only. Guru Ji humbly
requested him to shift His feet to that direction/corner
where God did not exist. The Maulana immediately lifted
Guru's feet to put on the other side. As soon he did that,
he was astonished to see that the Kaba Sharif was also
shifting/moving simultaneously as the Guru Ji's feet moved.
Guru Nanak thus proved that the God was not in one
corner only, but was present every where. On witnessing
this miraculous scene, the entire Muslim population of
Mecca/Madina became Guru Nanak's devotees. A small
Dharmshala in the memory of Guru Nanak was built in
Mecca by some Muslim devotees, where Guru Ji's chapal
(kharanwan) was kept.

F)

IN BAGHDAD :
Guru Nanak Dev Ji on His way back from Mecca/
Madina, stayed in Baghdad (capital of IRAQ). He held
spiritual discourses with some Muslims there, who were
greatly impressed by His views on God and religion. They
built a platform as a memorial, where Guru Ji sat and
discussed various divine issues on the existing of one God
only. Later a room was built on the platform and a stone
slab with the inscription "BABA NANAK DARVESH" in
Turkish language was installed.
During the First World War of 1914-18, some Sikh
soldiers when visited Iraq, built a Gurudwara there.

CHAPTER - III
GURDWARAS IN INDIA : (Relating to Sri Guru Nanak Dev
Ji-First Sikh Guru)
(i)

Gurdwara SAHIB SULTAN PUR LODHI :

This Gurdwara is in Julludur District at Sultan Pur, a
Town, founded by Subedar Sultan Khan Lodhi. Here Guru
Nanak Dev Ji during his adulthood came to his sister
NANKI, Who was married to one Bhai JAI RAM Palta. Here
Guru Ji took up a job as incharge (Modi Khana) of a sort
of department store, owned by one Daulat Khan Lodi. Guru
Ji later married here to Bibi Sulakhni Ji, daughter of Bhai
Mooley of Batala and settled here for some time before He
started His spiritual tour (Udassi).
A magnificent Gurdwara stands at Sultan Pur in the
holy memory of Guru Nanak.
In addition to the above, there are other Gurdwaras
in honour of Guru Nanak, namely Sant Ghat, Hat Sahib,
Guru Ki Beri etc. in Sultan Pur. A set of stones
representing the weights used by the Guru Ji for weighing
provision are kept at Gurdwara HAT SAHIB.
(ii)

Gurdwara MANJI SAHIB (Karnal).

Guru Nanak Dev Ji, during his first divine tour, came
to Karnal (Haryana). Here, he had some spiritual
discussions with the local Muslim Pirs and impressed upon
them the existence of one God for the entire humanity and
preached brotherhood of mankind, irrespective of any caste
creed, religion, sex etc. A beautiful Gurdwara has been built
at this place, This Gurdwara is under the overall control of
Sh. Gurudwara Parbandhak Committee, Amritsar.
(ii)

Gurdwara MAJNU TILLA

This Gurdwara is in Delhi. Originally one saint (faqir)
Majnu by name was staying at this place. Guru Nanak Dev
Ji came to this place in 1505 AD to free some Fakirs,

detained and kept under custody by King Sikander Lodhi.
Saint Majnu looked after Guru Ji with utmost devotion
during that period. In response to this service, Guru Ji said
that this particular place will always be known after Majnu's
name as Majnu Ka Tilla, till eternity, and now a beautiful
Gurdwara Majnu Ka Tilla is built on that spot. It is nearly
five kms. from Gurdwara Sis Ganj in Chandni Chowk. The
sixth Guru HarGobind Ji also stayed here for some time,
on return from Gwaliar.
(iv)

Gurdwara NANAK PIAO : (DELHI)

Here Guru Nanak Dev Ji served cold water to the
thirsty passersby. A magnificent Gurdwara with a sacred
sarovar has been built at this spot. Thousands of devotees
visit this Gurdwara daily. It is nearly 6 kms. on Karnal road
from Chandni Chowk Delhi. Every year a big Dewan
(religious gathering) is held in honour of the death
anniversary of Guru Nanak Dev Ji and thousands of
devotees participate to pay homage to Guru Ji.
(v)

Gurdwara NANAK WARAH (HARIDWAR) :

This Gurdwara is situated in Hardwar in Uttranchal
State on the bank of river Ganga. When Guru Nanak Dev
Ji came to Hardwar, he saw some Yatris (devotees)
throwing water from Ganga with their hands towards the
sun. Guru Ji, instead, started giving water towards his
village Talwandi (Punjab). At this, all the Yatris doing their
own way, saw Guru Ji doing the ritual in a different way
asked him as to why he was doing it like that. Guru Ji told
them that he was giving water to his fields in Punjab. All
of them frowned and told Guru Ji that how can water from
Haridwar reach his village which was far away from
Haridwar. Guru Ji politely told them that if the water can
reach the Sun which was million miles away, why cant the
same reach his village which was only a hundred miles
from Haridwar. They immediatly realized their mistake and
bowed to the Guru Ji for the enlightenment.
(vi)

Gurdwara NANAK MATTA :

This Gurdwara in honour of the visit of Guru Nanak
Dev Ji. Is at Pillibhit in U.P. Guru Ji went to Gorakh Matta
(a gethering worship place of various Yogis-persons who

have renounced the worldly things) nearly six miles away
from Phillibhit. Here, Guru Ji had discourse on spirituality
relating to devotion, allegiance and worship of one Supreme
authority, the Almighty God, with one Yogi Junjar Nath and
his other followers. That place which was originally called
Gorakh Matta was renamed as NANAK Matta. Later the
sixth Guru HarGobind also visited this place. A very fine
Gurdwara with the adequate living rooms for the devotees
exist there.
(vii)

Gurdwara REETHA SAHIB :
This Gurdwara is in Kot Dwar in District Pauri
(Himachal Pradesh). Guru Nanak Dev Ji after departing
from Gorakh Matta (Nanak Matta), reached Kotdwar. Here
Guru Ji's companion Bhai Mardana felt very hungry. They
were resting under a Reetha tree. Reetha (Soap Nut) is a
very sour and bitter type of fruit. Guru Ji told Bhai Mardana
to pluck reethas and eat them. Mardana obeyed Guru Ji
and found the reethas very sweet and juicy. It is said that
one side of the tree, from where the reethas were plucked
and eaten by Mardana are still very sweet and the fruit on
the other side of the tree is still very bitter and sour even
today. There is a beautiful Gurdwara in honour of Guru
Nanak nearly 50 Kms. from Haldwani (U.R)

(viii)

Gurdwara "BRAHMI GAYA" :
Gaya is one of the important pilgrimage town in
BIHAR for Hindus. They go there to observe some rituals
by offering money and clothes to others as alms (Pun
Daan) coined by the brahmnical sect to attain mukti
(salvation) from the .cycle of death/rebirth for their
forefathers, who had since expired. Guru Nanak Dev Ji
went to Gaya to liberate the innocent and simple public
from the above unethical and meaningless rituals. Guru Ji
was also told by the then brahmins/pandas to observe the
above rituals for the sake of his ancestors. At that, Guru
Ji recited the following divine verse :
"PIND PATAL MERI KESO KIRYA, SACH NAAM KARTAR,
AITHEY UTHEY AAGEY PEESHEY, IH MERA AADHAR"

Meaning: "After death, the only offering by the deceased's
people is to recite God's Name (Naam) only. Also
same is Kirya for me and so is my life's cult in both
the worlds.
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On hearing the above shaloka, all the Brahmins did
namaskaar to Guru Ji and became his devotees. At this
place a Gurudwara was built in Guru Ji's honour.
(ix)

Gurdwara SAHIB SET BANDH :

This Gurdwara is in Rameshwaram (Tamil Nadu).
Rameshwaram is a very important Hindu pilgrimage town.
Here Sri Ram Chander Ji came to defeat Ravana-king of
Lanca in Ceylone (now Sri Lanca) to free Sita Ji. A bridge
on the sea was provided by Sri Ram Chander Ji spiritualy
and miraculously to enable his forces to reach Lanka.
Guru Nanak Dev Ji also on his way to Sri Lanca on
his holy visit (Udaasi) halted at Rameshwaram. There are
foot prints of Guru Ji on a stone slab, where Guru Ji
rested. At this place a beautiful Gurdwara with some living
rooms was built by the Sikh public of Chennai, Coimbatore
etc. in Tamil Nadu.

(x) AMRIT KUND (NANAK JHIRA GURDWARA :
This Gurdwara is in Bidar (Karnataka). This place was
originally inhabited by one Muslim Faqir Jalaluldin. There
was dirth of water in this area. Guru Nanak on his way to
Mecca/Madina stopped at this place. Considering the plight
of the inhabitants for lack of water, Guru Ji with his
benovelent and divine hands removed a near by stone and
instantly clean cold water started coming out like a fountain.
A very beautiful Gurdwara was later built here with all living
facilities for the yatris, who visit the place daily in
thousands.

CHAPTER - IV
Gurdwaras - Relating to
GURU ANGAD DEV JI (Second Guru-Doosri Paatshahi)
Gurdwara KHADUR SAHIB
This Gurdwara located at Khadoor in Amritsar District
has
mportant histo
backg
Here G
Angad whose original name was Bhai LEHNA was initially
a worshiper of Goddess Durga. Later on hearing the divine
and holy
ses/hy
G
became
Nanak,
staunch follower
ak
who before
Guru
departing to the other world, appointed Bhai Lehna (G
Angad Dev Ji) as his successor. He religiously carried
ideology
philosophy
mission of equality, humility,
fraternity
as spread
master Guru Nanak. Here
also collected
scripture hymns
Nanak which were later included
Granth Sahib
Guru Angad Dev Ji at this place started the most important
and unique institutions as under :
new, very simple "GURMUKHI" script was
produced for the common man to understand the
holy hymns.
An institution of Gurdwara (Dharamshala) and
SANGAT" where congregation
peopl can
together in their humbleness (humility) and
lip the Name of God was established.
A community free kitchen (GURU KA LANGAR)
races
the humanity was also
introduced. Third Sikh Guru, Amar Das who
remained in the undaunted and true service
Guru Angad for 22 years was appointed as the
Third Sikh Guru.
There is a beautiful Gurdwara in the memory of
Guru Angad Dev Ji.
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CHAPTER - V
Gurdwaras - Relating to
GURU AMAR DAS - THIRD GURU (TEESRI PAATSHAHh
GURDWARA BAOLI SAHIB (GOINDWAL - PUNJAB) :
Guru Amar Das, after annointed as a successor Guru
of the second Guru Anagad Ji, came to Goindwal. This
place was originally founded by one Shri Goinda on the
bank of river Beas.
In the year 1539, Guru Ji constructed a Baoli - a well
with steps leading down to water level for the Sikh sangat
visiting Goindwal to pay respects to the Guru Ji and to get
liberated from the cycle of birth and death (AAWA Gaon).
This Baoli is nearly 100 feet below the ground having 84
steps to go down for bath/dip. This signifies that who goes
deep to the well eighty four times, and takes a dip every
time, reciting JAP JI on each step will be liberated from
the cycle of birth and death. It takes nearly eight to ten
hours to complete this drill at a stretch. Taking a bath in
this Baoli as above is considred a very sacred act
according to Sikh faith and belief. Thousand of devoutees
visit this place daily. A beautiful Gurudwara has been built
there which is famous with the name of Gurdwara Baoli
Sahib.

CHAPTER - VI
Gurdwaras - Relating to
GURU RAM DAS - FOURTH GURU (CHAUTHI PAATSHAH1)
GURDWARA SACH KHAND DARBAR SRI HARIMANDIR SAHIB
(GOLDEN TEMPLE - AMRITSAR)

Sri Harimandir Sahib (GOD'S TEMPLE), popularly
known as Golden Temple all over the world, in Amritsar
(Punjab) is the most prestigious and glorious place of
worship/pilgrimage and the Vatican and holliest Sikhdom
shrine of the Sikh religion. The pilgrimage to the temple
(Gurudwara) for every Sikh in the world is of the highest
order of worship and homage to the divine teachings of
the founder of Sikh religion-the First Guru Nanak Dev Ji.
People go there with humility in hearts and prayers on their
lips. The entire main building-the Sanctum Sanctorum of
this Gurdwara is covered with gold leafs externally, from
bottom to top from all sides, which reflects so beautifully
and majestically in the Sarovar (sacred/holy water tank
arround it). There are four doors (enterances) on all the
four sides of the building which donotes that the God is
in every nook and corner of the world and Not in one
corner only as is the belief of some other religions. Due
to the Golden get up of the entire building, the Gurdwara
is universally christened as GOLDEN TEMPLE (SWARN
MANDIR) and it is historically one of the seven wonders
of the World, and is a unique feat of architech. A pathway
in the middle of the Sarovar (water tank) leads to the
sanctum sanctorum, where only God's prayer (Gurbaani
Kirtan devotional music) are continously sung by the
experienced and learned Raagi Jathas (Gurbaani
musicians).
This Gurdwara was originally established by the
Fourth Guru Ram Dass, under the holy instructions of the
Third Guru Amar Dass in the year 1573. The foundation
stone of the Gurdwara was laid by one Muslim Pir (saint)
Mian Mir, who was a staunch follower of Guru Amar Dass.
The construction of the holy sarovar (tank) was then
started in the year 1577 and completed in the year 1781.

A dip/bath in this Sarovar is a must for every Sikh to
purify/cleans one's soul. Those who perform this ritual with
faith, also get cured from all ailment's/miseries. This is
open for all for bathing,
The first instalation of Guru Granth Sahib, after
completion by the Fifth Guru Arjun Dev Ji was performed
on 28 Aug. 1604. In the holy building of Sri Harimandir
Sahib. Baba BUUDHA Ji was the first head Granthi (priest)
of Gurudwara.
The temple was later destroyed by a Muslim ruler
Ahmed Shah Durani in the year 1762. The Harimandir,
there after was rebuilt by Maharaja Ranjit Singh, when he
captured Amritsar in the year 1802. It was rebuilt and the
entire building was covered with gold leafs from outside
from bottom to top.
As a Vatican of Sikh religion, it is estimated that over
two lakhs devotees, tourists from all castes, creeds,
religions from India and abroad visit this Holy shrine, for
having "Darshan" and to seek the blessed vision of the
golden radiance of the Holy place. Free food/tea/snacks
(Langar) is served to all the visitors through out the day,
The management of this shrine is in the hands of
Shiromani Gurdwara Purbandhak Committee, who's
headquarters is in the Golden Temple complex.
An other very important building just at the entrance
(Darshani Deoree) porch gateway stands-called AKAL
TAKHT (the higest seat of religions authorty), conceived
and built under the divine directions of the Sixth Guru Har
Gobind Ji. The first head priest (Jathedar) was Akali Phoola
Singh, who's duty was to issue proclamation (HUKAM
NAAMAS) in consultation and unanimous consent of Panj
Piaras (Five Beloveds) for the welfare and solidarity of the
Sikh nation. The practice still continues. But alas, the
original sanctity and ethical value of the present day
Hukam Naamas has considerably diminished.

CHAPTER - VII
Gurdwaras Relating to
GURU ARJUN DEV JI (FIFTH GURU - PANJWEE PAATSHAHI)
GURDWARA THUM SAHIB (KARTAR PUR) :
Kartar Pur was founded in the year 1553 near
Jullundur city, by Sri Guru Arjun Dev Ji during the reign of
Emperor Akbar. The Gurdwara infact, was projected by Shri
Guru Arjun Dev Ji himself, near his own residence Shish
Mahal by erecting a wooden (log) pillar called "Thum" From
that day the Gurdwara is popularly known as Gurdwara
Thum Sahib. It is a multistorey beautiful building and the
same has become a very sacred and holy Sikh pilgimage.
*

Note :

For Guru Arjun Dev Ji martyrdom Gurdwara, please
see serial No. 8, in chapter II under "Gurdwaras in
foreign countries" Gurdwara Dehra Sahib in Lahore.

•

CHAPTER - VIH
Gurdwaras Relating to
GURU HARGOBIND SAHIB JI - SIXTH GURU
(CHENWEE PAATHSHAHI)
I

GURDWARA SAHIB MAATA BHAG BHARI-SRINAGAR
KASHMIR
This Gurdwara is in the memory of one deeply
devoted old lady MAATA BHAG- BHARI. According to
historical facts, the Maata had spun cotton yarn with her
own hands and prepared a dress for Guru Har Gobind Ji.
She could not go to Amritsar to present the gift to Guru
Ji as she was unable to undertake journey being pretty old
and so always wished and prayed in her heart for the Guru
ji to visit Sri Nagar to enable her to present/offer her gift.
Guru Ji who had divine insight and was all omnipotent
(ANTAR JAMI) to visualise and know the heart felt desire
and wish of the old lady devotee went to Sri Nagar. Maata
Bhag Bhari was overwhelmed to have the Divine darshan/
presence of Guru Ji in person and presented her gift with
utmost humility and extreme joy to Guru Ji. Then instantly
she breathed her last in the holy presence of Guru Har
Gobind Ji. This very place has since become known as
Gurdwara BHAG BHARI.
GURDWARA KOT TIRATH-BARAH MOOLA (KASHMIR) :
Guru Har Gobind while touring Kashmir, stayed at Kot
Tirath in Barah Moola for some time. Here he planted a
Chinaar Tree, which is still going strong. This place has
become a very important pilgrimage for all Kashmiris. The
festival of BAISAKHI is celebrated here every year with all
devotion and praise to the Supreme LORD GOD:

CHAPTER IX
Gurdwaras Relating to
GURU HARKRISHAN • EIGHTH GURU • UTHWEEN PAATSHAHI
GURDWARA BANGLA SAHIB - NEW DELHI
*

This Gurdwara is in the sacred memory of Shri Guru
Harkrishan and is one of the most visited, prestigious and
important Holy Shrine of pilgrimage for all human races.
This place originally called as Bangla (Kothi) was a
residential place of Raja Jai Singh of Swai Jai Pur. He and
his Maharani were great devotee of Guru Ji. As the history
goes, the Maharani prayed and wished in her heart that if
the child Guru (who was then seven years old only) comes
and sits in her lap, (when she was posing as a maid
servant (Goli) and sitting amongst many other ladies), she
would feel highly felicitated and honoured. Guru Ji who had
spiritual and divine insight to know the hearts of all human
beings, came to her residence and straight went to her and
sat in her lap.
On hearing the above happening, the local Sikhs
flocked to Him for His obeisance (Darshan). Also at that
time an epidemic (small pox) was spreading like a wild fire
in Delhi and the people were dying in numbers. They
humbly requested Guru Ji to do something to save them.
There was a small Chaubacha (a small pool). Guru ji
touched that Chaubacha with his small arrow and advised
the public to drink that water as medicine for treatment.
The people obeyed Guru Ji and started getting well
miraculously and rapidly. That very so called water became
"AMRIT" (sacred and holy potion). Since then this water
(AMRIT) is still pouring in the small pool (chaubacha). The
devotees from all castes, creeds, religions, sex etc. visit
the Gurdwara in thousands daily, drink the Amrit, sprinkle
it on their face, body, head with solid faith in its divine
healing effects, as a matter of essential and necessary
exercise, and get cured / liberated from human miseries /
ailments.
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CHAPTER

X

Gurdwaras Relating to
SRI GURU TEGH BHADUR • NINTH GURU (NAWEEN PAATSHAHH
(i)

GURDWARAS BHORA SAHIB AND DARBAR SAHIB:
These Gurdwaras are in the holy memory of Guru
Tegh Bahadur, father of Tenth Guru Gobind Singh Ji, Here
Guru Tegh Bahadur before the Guru Gadi was bestowed
on him stayed for long time in village called BAKALA. It is
nearly four kms from BEAS railway station on the trunk
road in Punjab. Guru Ji right from the beginning remained
absorbed in the praise of God and was always in solitary
meditation in a secluded place in the basement called
Bhora of the house for twenty long years. At that place
there stands an elegant nine storey building called
Gurdwara BHORA SAHIB.
The village Bakala where Guru Ji meditated secludedly,
originally was discovered by one God fearing, noble and
wealthy trader and a sikh devoutee, as per the Holy
pronoucement of the eighth Guru Harkrishan Sahib that the
next Guru will be at Bakala uttering "BABA BAKALE". This
resulted in appearing about 22 claimants of Guruship by so
called fake saints. It so happened that a rowing / sailing
trouble started in the boat in which Makhan Shah Lubhana
was ferrying on way to Bakala in river Beas. Makhan Shah
then prayed that he would make a particular offering in the
name of God, if his boat safely reaches the shore. His prayer
did work and his boat reached the destination safe and sound.
He then immediately went to the village Bakala to find the true
Guru - a spiritual messenger of God - to present his offering
as promised. He got so confused when he saw a number of
socalled Gurus pretending to be so. He went to every one of
them offering less than what he had innitially promised. They
all accepted his offering. He got disheartened as he could not
find his cherished true Guru. Lastly he came to know that
there was one person sitting in a Bhora. He went there with
all humility and hope to find his true godly man. There too he
made less offering before the Guru Ji who was in meditating
position. Guru Ji opened his eyes and told Makhan Shah,
"Bhai you had promised so much when your boat was

drowning in mid stream and now you are offering less than
that and look at my shoulder, which is hurt in saving your
drowning boat." Makhan Shah Lubhana bowed to the Guru
and came out shouting "GURU LADHO RE GURU LADHO
RE" meaning Guru is found. Tegh Bahadur thus was annointed
as the NINTH NANAK and bestowed the Guru Gadi by Bhai
Gurdita, grand son of Baba Buddha ji. At this place a very
beautiful Gurdwara known as Sri Darbar Sahib has come up.
(ii) GURWARA DUKH N1WARAN SAHIB (PAT1ALA)
Guru Tegh Bahadur, the Ninth Guru visited patiala
now in Pepsu in the year 1962. The Patiala town was
originally founded by one Baba Aala Singh. Later on, Kar
Sewa (volunteer free community labour) was undertaken in
the year 1930 by a Sikh devout namely Bhai Kaku Singh
and Gurdwara Dukh Niwaran was built in the holy memory
of the very old visit of Guru Tegh Bahadur. A Sarovar
(sacred bathing tank attached to the Gurdwaras) was also
provided there. The local people who had become devotees
of the Guru and had solid faith in his spirituality and Guru
Granth Sahib, started visiting the shrine daily in great
numbers. The name itself "DUKH NIWARAN" signifies a
place where ones worldly miseries and hardships get
eliminated. People from all over India visit this Gurdwara
in thousands. Here two important festivals of Basant
Panchmi (spring season) and the martyrdom day of Guru
Tegh Bahadur are celebrated every year.
(iii) GURDWARA SIS GANJ (DELHI)
This elegant Gurdwara is in the memory of the
Martyrdom of Guru Tegh Bahadur, father of Guru Gobind
Singh. It is situated in the most popular and biggest
business centre in Chandni Chowk of Delhi. According to
the Sikh historical facts, the Guru ji was stationed at Anand
Pur Sahib. (Punjab). The Muslim ruler Emperor Auranazeb
was a fundamentalist and fanatic to the hilt, determined to
convert the entire Hindu population of India into Muslim
religion, by force or otherwise face death. Under these
woeful and horrible conditions, some prominent Hindu
Pandits from Kashmir came to Guru Tegh Bahadur and
pleaded for the safety of their religion. Guru ji told them
that this needed a sacrifice of a great and pious Godly

man. On listening this a child of nine years age GOBIND
RAI (Guru Gobind Singh), requested his father Guru Tegh
Bahadur that there could not be any other person more
pious and great than him to lay down his life to save the
Hindus from annihilation and forced conversion at the hands
of Muslim rulers. Guru ji was glad to hear the above from
his child son and told the Kashmiri Pandits that they may
tell the Mughal king that they would all become Muslims if
one person Tegh Bahadur becomes Muslim and accepts
Islam as his religion. Guru ji then went to Delhi to protest
against Aurangzeb reign of terror, forced and mass
conversion of Hindus.
Guru ji himself refused conversion and was inhumanly
tortured and beheaded in Chandni Chowk, Delhi on 11
November 1675. Guru Ji's devout Sikhs namely Dewan Mati
Das, Bhai Satti Das, Bhai Dyala Das who had come to
Delhi with Guru ji were also tortured, killed and cut to
pieces and thrown in the Chandni Chowk. Infact Bhai Mati
Das was split into two by a saw and Bhai Dyala Das was
boiled to death in water. In the world history, this sacrifice
for protecting other's religious freedom than of one's own,
shall always remain unique.
Immediately after the above holo caust, the nature
also played its part. A very dark and strong storm came
putting every one in darkness. One Sikh devout, Bhai Jeta
took the severed head of Guru Tegh Bahadur to Gobind
Rai (Guru Gobind Singh) secretly at Anand Pur Sahib for
heavenly cremation at the risk of his life.
A very elegant and majestic Gurdwara called SIS
GANJ SAHIB, clearly visible from Red Fort, stands at the
very place where Guru ji marlyrdon took place on 11
November 1675. People from all over India and abroad of
all religions come and pay their respectful homage to this
holy Shrine.

(iv) GURDWARA RAKABGANJ SAHIB - NEW DELHI
After the beheading of Guru Tegh Bahadur at
Chandni Chowk on 11 November 1675 under the cruel
command of Mughal King Aurangzeb, the headless body of

Guru ji, was mysteriously taken away and kept in his
bullock cart, without being noticed by others in the
darkness of strong storm by one Sikh devout, Lakhan Shah
Wanjara, at the risk of his own life, to his village home at
that time located near the present Parliament House, for
cremation. The house where the body was kept with honour
was itself set on fire as a performance of cremation. At
this spot Gurdwara RAKAB GANJ SAHIB was built adjacent
to the Parliament House and North Block of the Central
Secretariat and is reverred the most by the Sikh
Community and the Hindus alike. A big Dewan hall in the
Gurdwara complex has also been built and named as
"Wanjara Hall" to memorise his brave act.
The martydom of Guru Tegh Bahadur is celebrated
for two days in October / November. The first day of
celebration is at Gurdwara Sis Ganj, Chandni Chowk and
at Gurdwara Rakab Ganj on the second day, every year.
Processions and Kirtan (singing of Divine and Holy Hymns
from Sri Guru Granth Sahib) are held in both the
Gurdwaras, where devoutees from all castes and creeds
throng in thousands to participate with humility at heart.
Guru Ka Langar (common free food) is served freely and in
plenty to all the visitors without any discrimination and status.
The above unique and unparrelled sacrifice in the
world history to attain the freedom of worship and religion
for the entire humanity, without using non - voilence, made
the then Mughal Empire to crumble like a pack of cards.
Guru Gobind Singh Ji, very beautifully explained the above
episode in his BACHITER NATAK as under :
"Tilak janju rakha prabh taka,
Kini bado kalu meh saka,
Sadhan het iti jin kari,
Sis diya par si na unchri
Dharm het saka jin kiya.
Sis diya par sirarr na diya
Thikar Phor delees sir, prabh pur kiya pyan
Tegh Bahadur si kirya kari no kinhoo aan
Tegh Bahadur ke chalat bhayo jagat me soke
Hai hai sub hai jag bhayo jai jai jai sur loke.

CHAPTER XI
Gurdwaras Relating to
GURU GOBIND SINGH TENTH GURU (DASWEEN PAATSHAHI)
GURPWARA HEM KUNT SAHIB - (UTTRANCHAL)
This Gurdwara in Chamoli District of Uttranchal is
situated at a place which originally was not accesible to
public. The particular place was first discovered by Sant
Sohan Singh in 1934 and later constructed a small hut by
Bhai Vir singh ji in 1936. It is at the height of approx.
16220 feet above sea level, between the seven Himalyan
peaks of mountains, all covered with snow all the year
round, with a beautiful picturesque lake in between. Here
Guru Gobind Singh in his'previous life (birth) had merged
himself for a long time in the praise and meditation of the
Supreme, all Pervading, Omnipotent, Lord Almighty God
(NIRANKAR) who is the creator, provider and destroyer of
the entire world (SANSAR).
In "BACHITAR NATAK", a divine drama authored by
Guru Gobind Singh himself, he declares that he came to
this world with a mission from the Supreme Lord God, for
the emanipation of mankind and to fulfill this mission
through a Divine Order as follows : "I HAVE CHERISHED
THEE AS MY SON AND MADE THEE TO EXTEND MY
RELIGION, GO AND SPREAD MY NAME THERE AND
FORBID THE WORLD FROM EVIL ACTS". Guru Ji further
declares that God sent him to this world to watch and play
the destined roll in the majestic drama of the human world
as per his quote "DEKHON AYO JAGAT TAMASHA". Thus
the holy birth of Guru Gobind Singh (originally Gobind Rai)
took place from the Holy womb of Mata GUJRI, wife of
Guru Tegh Bahadur the Ninth Sikh Guru at Patna (Bihar)
on December 22, 1666.
•

A small elegant Gurdwara (snow resistent) on one
side of the bank of the beautiful lake, exhibiting a
magnificient reflection therein at the height of 16220 feet
approximately, in honour of the divine worship and

meditating past life of Guru Gobind Singh stands
majestically, popularly known as GURDWARA "HEM KUNT
SAHIB". The Gurdwara at such a high altitude is open to
public from end May to end September every year. The
remaining period is fully covered with snow. The visitors
mostly travel on foot in the form of a procession singing
Gurbani Shabads through out, except the children and the
old devotees who go up in Dandis - (a type of wooden chair
carried on their backs by the hill people) and ponies, with
all humility and deep desire to have glimpse/sight
(Darshan) of the Holy Shrine. The total area to be covered
is nearly 18 kms of hazardous hilly terrain from GOBIND
GHAT next to Badrinath and Joshi Math in Tehri Garhwal.
Vehicular traffic ends at Gobind Ghat.
Gobind Ghat is at the height of 6000 feet above sea
level. There are many residential rooms for the visitors to
stay at night, in front of a beautiful Gurdwara. Here free
food - Guru Ka Langar - and tea is all the time served to
all the visitors.
The whole trip of nearly 18 kms is done in two
stages starting from Gurdwara Gobind Ghat in the first leg
of 13 kms. The second stage is at GOBIND DHAM at the
height of 10000 feet approx., where the devoutees/visitors
halt for the night. Therefrom the last leg of holy journey of
6 kms. starts. It is the most difficult, dangerous and
hazardous, generally tracked by the wild animals, part of
the entire yatra trip, of steep climb normally covered by
snow. Then finally, one reaches the ultimate most cherished
destination of Gurdwara Hem Kunt Sahib, the Sanctun
sanctorum. Immediately, on reaching there, almost all the
visitors take a dip (bath) in the iced cold water of the lake,
before entering the Gurdwara to pay their most respectful
homage to Guru Granth Sahib installed therein and to Sri
Gobind Singh ji. Very hot tea with handfull of Karah
parshad (consecrated pudding of wheat, sugar and clarified
butter), is served to the entire crowd after finishing prayers
with utmost humility and faith. After halting there for nearly
two to three hours, the return journey starts back to Gobind
Dham first and then to Gobind Ghat. No one is allowed to
stay at Hem Kunt for the night being extremely cold place.

Here I wish to mention my own personal experience
of the visit/yatra to the above holy Shrine. It was in
September 1986. I being a chronic asthma patient, doctors
always forbade me to undertake the trip/yatra to Hem Kunt
Sahib, as the breathing becomes very difficult for the
Asthmics due to limited exygen at places of such high
altitude. However, I had a very deep urge for a long time
to have Darshan (pay homage) and sight the Holy Shrine
in my life time. I finally decided to fulfill my wish/desire. It
so happened that my son who was at Madras, all of a
sudden came to Delhi on tour just out of blue. When he
came to know my programme, he volunteered to
accompany me, which to my mind was an inspiration
(prerna) to him by some hidden force to take him too, to
Hem Kunt Sahib. My brother-in-law and his son-in-law Col.
I.P. Singh also accompanied me. Infact, this yatra was
arranged by Col. I.P. Singh, through Army sources. God
Bless him :
We reached Gobind Ghat at 11 p.m. Next morning,
I prayed to Guru Gobind Singh Ji with utmost humbleness,
for his divine blessings to enable me to complete the
desired yatra. We started the holy yatra on foot along with
a few thousands other Yatris/visitors. A very strange thing
happened right from the start. I was little slow in climbing
due to some breathlessness. One of the yatri saw my
condition and asked the reason. I told him about my
asthmic condition. He said, he was a doctor from Delhi and
I should not worry and he would look after me through out
the trip/yatra. It was a big surprise to me and am sure
Guru Gobind Singh Ji acceded to my Ardas (request) and
sent a doctor for me to enable me to fullfil my wish. Isn't
amazing and God's benovolent act?
After covering 13 kms hazardous terrain, we reached
Gobind Dham in the evening to start the last leg of the
yatra of 6 kms of extremely steep height through out
next morning after sun rise. My son insisted to leave early
morning and reach Hem Kunt Sahib before the sun rise.
However Col. I.P. Singh accompanied my son as he was
well conversant with the area concerned.

I reached the Gurdwara at about 1130 a.m. along
with the other jatha (group) of yatris. On reaching there I
was told by Col. I.P. Singh that my son had gone up the
opposite hillock to take photograph of the Holy Gurdwara
with its reflection in the lake. However, after some time he
came from the hill looking pale and haggard and joined us
fordip/bath in the sacred lake and then pray inside the
sanctum sanctorum. On way to the Holy place, there is a
big valley on one side about 2 kms, called Valley of
Flowers of natural growth of huge variety of flowers
spreading the fragrance in the atmosphere.
When we returned to Delhi, I heard my son telling
his friends the ordeal which he had to face at Hem Kunt
Sahib. He said that "when he had gone up the other hill,
he was suddenly entrapped in a very thick fog, with
complete darkness allround. He had to crawl on the snow
to find his way back, fearing that a small wrong step would
result in a fatal fall in the river Ganga flowing on one side
of the hill and in the iced cold lake on the other side. At
that very moment he witnessed death before his eyes and
the end of his life at such a high altitude. Then a miracle
happened, the fog vanished in a few minutes and there was
again day light to enable him to return to the Gurdwara."
When he was narrating the above incident and the
miracle to his friends, I instantly said "Guru Gobind Singh
at his holy place has bestowed upon you a new birth,
another span of long life - dispelling and eliminating all your
miseries." Infact my above spontaneous remarks were
based on some solid back ground. When he was eight
years old, I was told by a non professional palmist friend
that the life span of my son would be between 28 and 30
years only, Though I dont believe in such things, still from
that day onward, I had always been secretly praying for his
long life in my daily prayers without any slip and without
telling any body including my wife. In addition to this
forecast about his life it was once corborated by my son
also. We, as fond parents were keen to get him married,
all the more when he was well settled in life. His attitude
was always negative. On our insistence, one day he openly
said that he would never marry as his life span was very

short. He was then 29 years old. He said that many
astrologers/palmists whenever and wherever they met him
accidentally on some parties he was told that his life span
was maximum upto 30 years only and that was the reason
for his decision to remain bachelor till his end. Though we
dont believe in such superstitious verdicts, but constant
reminding him of his age by different people and the same.
thing told to me by a different man sub conscinciously,
made us to believe in it and also feel scared always.
But a miracle at Hem Kunt Sahib, experienced by my
son by the grace, merciful, kind and benovelent Supreme
Act of Guru Gobind Singh and the Supreme Lord Almighy
God, had made us spell bound. Believe it, nearly after a
year or so of above blessing he was married. God has
blessed him with a beautiful and charming family of a very
talented, dedicated and religious minded wife and two
daughters aged 12 and 7, living happily in Madras
(Chennai). With the grace and blessings of Guru Maharaj,
I could also finish my Hem Kunt yatra without any difficulty,
mostly on foot.
My humble request to the readers and every one
else, is that when ever you are in any wordly difficulties,
pray to the SUPREME, ALL PERVADING, MERCIFUL AND
OMNIPOTENT LORD ALMIGHTY GOD
WITH A
RESPECTFUL HOMAGE TO GURU GRANTH SAHIB from
your heart and you get every thing you wish.
WAHE GURU Jl KA KHALSA WAHEGURU Jl Kl FATEH :
Meaning : "The Khalsa" (The Pure) is a man of God and his
job is to bring about victory of God in the world"

Gurdwaras Relating to
GURU GOBIND SINGH - TENTH GURU (DASWEEN PAATSHAHI)
)

Gurdwara TAKHT SRI KESGARH SAHIB
ANAND PUR SAHIB (ROPAR) :
Gurdwara Anand Pur Sahib, popularly known as
KESGARH SAHIB is one of the most important historical
Gurdwara on the bank of river Sutlej, about 100 kms from
the Bhakra Nangal Dam in Ropar Distt. This place was
originally founded by Guru Tegh Bahadur (Ninth Guru),
named as Chak Maata Nanki, after his migration from
Patna (Bihar). Later in the year 1680, Guru Gobind Singh
named this place as Anand Pur Sahib.
Anand Pur Sahib, the city of joy, is dotted with
Gurdwaras gleaming with white structures that are symbols
of life and times of Sikh Gurus. It is like a most impressive
fortress and is one of the five "TAKHTS" or thrones and
the repository of Guru Gobind Singh's weapons. The festival
of Hola Mohalla is celebrated one day after Holi, by exhibiting
all the weapons to the Sangat (public) with all due respect.
Anand Pur Sahib nee KESGARH SAHIB has a peculiar
and special historical background. Here, Guru Gobind Singh
innitiated a new order based on the ideals of sacrifice to save
DHARMA and the rejection of slavery and created the
"KHALSA" (PURE) on Baisakhi day on 13th April 1699. For
this purpose he summoned a big gathering of his followers
in thousands in the form of religious Dewan. The Guru
addressed the gathering and demanded the heads of five
persons on voluntary basis for the sake of Dharma. The five
parsons belonging to different parts of India and different
castes, creeds, religions etc volunteered to be sacrificed as
desired by the Guru Ji.Thus the holy cult of "FIVE PIARAS"
(THE FIVE BELOVEDS) was created. They were baptised
with the Holy sweetened water called "AMRIT" (Divine
Nectar). Also they were rechristened as "SINGHS" (Lion) like
Daya Singh instead of Daya Ram. Guru Gobind Rai also
became Gobind Singh. He also got baptised with the
"AMRIT" (Nectar).

The "KHALSA" code of conduct prohibits rituals and
supstitions, enjoins belief in one SUPREME LORD
ALMIGHTY GOD, considering every one equal including
women. Five "Ks" as religious symbols of Khalsa were also
established and the same were considered essential as a
Sikh warrior and the followers of Sikh faith. Guru Gobind
Singh bestowed the highest status to the newly created
"KHALSA" as would appear from His verse as under :
"KHALSA mero Roop Hai KHAS-KHALSE Mein Hoon
KAROON NIWAS".
ANAND PUR SAHIB, infact is a birth place of
"KHALSA PANTH". 300th years of the birth of the brave
KHALSA was celebrated on Baisakhi day, 13th April, 2000
with great pomp and devotion in the praise of the
SUPREME LORD at Anand Pur Sahib in particular and all
over the world in general by the Sikh population.
The place is also prominent as here Guru Gobind
Singh who was then only 9 years old submitted to his
father Guru Tegh Bahadur to sacrifice his life to save the
annihilation, and extinction by forced conversion of HINDUS
to Muslim religion from the then Mughal Emperor
Aurangzeb, as woefully narrated by the Kashmiri Pandits
to Guru ji.
A regular Kavi Darbar used to be held here under the
patronage of Guru Gobind Singh. A number of able and
learned poets used to participate.
Twenty four hours Guru Ka Langar (free food) is
served to all the visitors, who throng to the Gurdwara in
thousands daily to pay homage to the Holy Shrine.
The management of the Gurdwara is in the hands of
Shrimoni Gurdwara Parbandhik Committee, Amritsar.

Gurdwaras Relating to
GURU GOBIND SINGH TENTH GURU (DASWEEN PAATSHAHI)
Gurdwara HARMANDIR SAHIB - PATNA
Patna city which in olden days was known as Patli
Putra is on the right bank of Ganga river in Bihar. Here
Guru Gobind Singh (originally Gobind Rai) was born to
Mata Gujri, wife of Guru Tegh Bahadur, on 22 December
1666. He was the last Sikh Prophet "SANT SIPAHI" (Saint
Soldier) a poet par excellence, with spiritual insight. He was
not just a great spiritual leader but also a great Karma Yogi
- a man of action and fiery determination. His father Guru
Tegh Bahadur then shifted to Anand Pur Sahib, when Guru
Gobind Singh was only 8 years old.
At this place of Guru Ji's birth in Patna, a beautiful
Gurdwara called Sri Harmandir Sahib, one of the five
Takhts (the highest seat of the religious authority) was built
by Maharaja Ranjit Singh. Thousands of Sikhs from all over
India and abroad visit the Gurdwara throughout the year,
particularly on the Guru Ji's Birth Anniversary (Janam
Utsav).

GURDWARA CHAMKOR SAHIB - ROPAR
Guru Gobind Singh, after fighting battles with the
Mughal forces left Anand Pur Sahib in the year 1704 and
settled at one particular place called "GARHI" in Chamkor
along with his remaining forty Sikh Soldiers (Chali Muktas)
only, who fought to the end against thousands in number
enemy Mughal Army and attained the martyrdom in the
battle field.
At the same time, in this battle, Guru Ji's two elder
sons Baba Ajit Singh and Baba Jujhar Singh were also
killed. This particular place, where Guru Ji with his forty
Sikh soldiers fought the enemy is called Gurdwara GARHI
SAHIB and the place where Guru Ji's two sons
(Sahibzadas) lost their lives is called Gurdwara KATAL
GARH SAHIB, together with Gurdwara DUM DUMMA

SAHIB : Every year from 22 to 24 December, the
martyrdom day (Gurpurb) of two sons of Guru Gobind
Singh and forty brave Sikh soldiers (CHALI MUKTAS) is
celebrated at Gurdwara Katal Garh Sahib with great
devotion and homage to the holy martyres.
Gurdwara MANJI SAHIB - ALAMGIR (LUDHIANA)
Alamgir is a village about 15 kms from Ludhiana.
Here Guru Gobind Singh, on losing / sacrificing his two
sons and forty sikh soldiers (Chali Muktas) in the fierce
battle with the enemy forces, left Chamkor Sahib and
reached Alamgir village. Here one Sikh devout Bhai
Naudhe, received Guru Ji with great honour and respect.
He offered one beautiful horse to Guru Ji for his onward
journey to other places. Here, in Guru Ji sacred memory,
a beautiful Gurudwara, called Gurudwara Manji Sahib
exists.
Gurdwara FATEH GARH SAHIB SARNIND :
This Gurdwara is in the sweet memory and
martyrdom of two younger sons of Guru Gobind Singh.
They were Baba ZORAWAR SINGH and Baba Fateh Singh
aged 9 and 7 years respectively. According to Sikh history
when Guru Gobind Singh left Anand Pur Sahib in
December 1704 under crucial circumstances, his these two
sons and his mother Mata Gujri were separated from him
near river Sirsa. Mata Gujri, with her two grand sons
reached Kheda village near Ropar, together with their long
time old cook Gangu Brahmin. This cook Gangu changed
his loyalty from his master and his family for some
consideration and got Guru Ji's two younger sons arrested
by the Mughal enemy Nawab Wazir Khan at Sirhind. They
were pursuaded and coaxed to embrace Islam religion.
When they did not respond, Wazir Khan got them executed
by bricking them alive in the wall in the year 1704. There
is now a Gurdwara FATEH GARH SAHIB. Where the dead
bodies of these executed children were cremated, Gurdwara
JOTI SARUP stands elegantly.

When Mata Gujri, mother of Guru Gobind Singh and
grand mother of the above Sahibzadas (Prince), heard
about the above heinous crime and cruel and heart
rendering execution of her grand sons, immediately
breathed her last there. At that time she was held under
enemy custody in the Sirhind Fort.
The cremation of Mata Gujri and her two grand sons
was arranged with great honour by one Dewan Todar Mai,
who was Guru Gobind Singh devout Sikh.
vii) GURDWARA LQH GARH DINA (KANGRA BATH IN DA) :
This Gurdwara is in Dina, in Faridkot District of
Punjab. Guru Gobind Singh Ji stayed here in the year
1704. Here a very important historical document called
"ZAFARNAMA" a letter of victory-in Persian poetry was
authored by the guru j i . This document which was
addressed to Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb, depicted the full
details of battles at Anand Pur Sahib, the tragic and cruel
end of his two younger sons and his mother Mata Gujri at
the hands of Muslim Nawabs and generals at Chamkor
Sahib and also ultimate victory of Truth and Dharma by the
Sikh forces. Bhai Daya Singh, one of the Five Beloveds
(Punj Piaras), took this document to Aurangzeb at Ahmad
Nagar. On reading this Guru Gobind Singh's historical
document, he became very upset and aggrieved and deeply
repented on what he and his subordinate Muslim Nawabs
had done to Guru Gobind Singh and his family and Sikh
followers. This repenting attitude, ultimately took his life and
he died in March 1707.
The ZAFARNAMA appears in the Dasam Granth. At
this place in Dina, where the ZAFARNAMA was written, a
beautiful Gurdwara called Gurdwara ZAFARNAMA instead
of Gurdwara LOH GARH has been built. It is nearly 22 kms
from railway station Ram Pur Phul in Paridkot district.
viii) GURDWARA MUKAT SAR SAHIB - KHIDRANA
This Gurdwara is in KHIDRANA in Faridkot district. Guru
Gobind Singh after leaving DINA, reached at Khidrane.

Here the forty brave Sikh soldiers (Chali Muktas) who
deserted Guru ji and left him alone in the battle field, again
came back to Guru ji on persuation of one Mata Bhag
Kaur. They pleaded pardon for their insolent and indignant,
past behaviour of desertion, These brave soldiers again got
busy in the battle with the thousands in number enemy
forces with full determination and faith in their leader Guru
Gobind Singh, who was watching the fierce battle sitting at
some distant mound (Tiba). The forty brave Singhs (lions)
killed most of the enemy soldiers, before they themselves
attained the highest status of sacrifice and martyrdom in
the battle. Only one Bhai Mohan Singh and Mata Bhag
Kaur were found injured alive. Guru Ji, who was shooting
his arrows on the enemy from the Tiba (mound), saw the
enemy soldiers running away and retreating from the battle
field. Guru Ji came to bless the forty brave Sikhs with the
Mukti and liberated them from the cycle of birth and death.
He also tore the paper of "BEDAWA" - a letter of desertion,
which was given by the forty Sikh soldiers when they left
Guru Ji.
At this particular place a beautiful Gurdwara MUKAT
SAR SAHIB was later built by Maharaja Ranjit Singh's
General HARI SINGH NALWA.
GURDWARA TAKHT SRI DUM DUMMA SAHIB :
The above Gurdwara is the most important third Takht
(out of five Takhts) of the Sikh religion. After leaving Mukat
Sar, Guru Gobind Singh Ji reached at a village Paka
Pathral, and sat at a place which later on became popular
as DUM DUMMA SAHIB. Here one Choudhary Dalla by
name met Guru Ji with utmost humility and respect. He was
baptised as Amrit Dhari Sikh (one who had taken sacred
nectar) and renamed as Bhai Dalla Singh.
Guru Ji stayed at this place for about nine months.
Mata Sundri and Mata Jeeto Ji came from Delhi and joined
Guru Ji at this place. According to some historical facts
Guru Ji included the holy hymns (Shabads/Shalokas) Baani
of Guru Tegh Bahadur in the Guru Granth Sahib. Guru Ji
categorised this place as a place of learning/education
(VIDYA).

A beautiful and magnificient building of Gurdwara
DUM DUMMA SAHIB was constructed by the Shromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee Amritsar.
In addition to the above Gurdwara, there are other
Gurdwaras also in the memory of Guru Gobind Singh. Out
of which two Gurdwaras namely Gurdwara LIKHAN SAR (a
place where copies of Guru Granth Sahib are printed) and
Gurdwara JAND SAR, a place where Guru ji tied his horse
and disbursed pay/salary to his sewadars (workers) are
more important.
*

GURDWARA PAONTA SAHIB (NAHIN-Himachal Pradesh) :
This Gurdwara is nearly eighty kms in east of Nahin
a old time small state. Here, Guru Ji was invited by the
then Raja Medni Prakash of Nahin and he chose a natural
picturesque place on the bank of Jumna river for Guru Ji
to stay there. Since the particular place is at the foot of
small hills around, the same was named as PAONTA. Also
Guru Ji fought here Battle of BHANGANI against the Hill
Rajas and defeated them.
In this memory a beautiful Gurdwara on the bank
Jumna river has come up.
Guru Gobind Singh stayed at the above place for
some time. Here he used to have a regular "Kavi Darbar"
(Poetry Symposium) with his many noble and scholar poets
of eminence.
People from all over India and abroad
Gurdwara regularly.

visit this

GURDWARA MOTI BAGH (NEW DELHI) :
When Guru Gobind Singh was at Anand Pur Sahib,
many Hindu Rajas of that time complained to Emperor
Aurangzeb that the Guru was becoming very powerful in
that area and was thus a great threat to their sovereignty
and to the Mughal Empire. Aurangzeb sent his son Bahadur

Shah with a big army to destroy Anand Pur Sahib. But
Bahadur Shah nominated Bhai Nand Lai who was his
adviser , to find out facts about the complaints lodged by
the Hindu Rajas. Bhai Nand Lai found them untrue and
baseless. However, under instructions from Aurangzeb, his
forces along with some Hindu Rajas attacked Anand Pur
Sahib. Guru Ji then left Anand Pur Sahib and fought a very
fierce battle with his Forty Sikh Soldiers (CHALI MUKTAS)
at Mukat Sar and made the enemy forces to retreat. Later
Aurangzeb was ashamed of his evil actions and sent
message to Guru Ji for conciliation and peace. Shortly
thereafter, before the starting of peace talks, Aurangzeb
died.
His son Bahadur Shah sent message to Guru Ji, who
was at that time in Rajputana and requested for Guru Ji's
help to become King in place of his father Aurangzeb. Guru
ji then left for Delhi for this purpose. In April-May 1707,
Guru Gobind Singh reached Dhaula Kuan, New Delhi and
stayed at a place, where there is today an elegant
Gurdwara Moti Bagh. This place originally belonged to one
leather trader Bhai Moti, who requested Guru ji to stay in
his house and the garden. From here Guru ji sent the news
of his arrival in Delhi to Bahadur Shah in Red Fort, through
an arrow with a small letter attached thereto. The arrow
actually landed at a place in Red Fort where Bahadur Shah
was sitting. He took it as a miracle of Guru Gobind Singh.
Guru ji who had a Divine insight and intuition (ANTAR
JAMI) sent an other arrow with an other piece of paper
attached thereto, saying, it was not miracle but an Art.
Bahadur Shah was astonished on this strange feat of Art.
Gurdwara Moti Bagh is now one of the most
prestigious and glorious Sikh Shrine in Delhi, under the
management of Delhi Gurdwara Parbandhik Committee.

xii) GURDWARA DUM DMMA SAHIB - DELHI :
This Gurdwara near Nizamudin Railway station in
Delhi is in the memory of the meeting between Guru
Gobind Singh and Emperor Bahadur Shah who was

wellwisher of Guru Ji. The king punished heavily those
Muslim Nawabs who were responsible for attacking Anand
Pur Sahib and also killing two sahibzadas (sons) of Guru
Ji by bricking them alive at Fateh Garh.
»

Guru Ji, in return for the good gesture by the king,
helped him militarily to fight against his brother Mohammad
Azim, who was claiming the Mughal kingdom.
i

At this very place a beautiful Gurdwara called Dum
Dumma Sahib, is majistically visible from all the trains
passing between Nizamuddin Station to New Delhi station.
The management of this Gurdwara is with Delhi Gurdwara
Parbandhik Committee. A festival of Hola Mohalla is
celebrated here every year.
xiii) GURDWARA MATA SUNDRI JI - NEW DELHI :
The Gurdwara is in the memory of Mata Sundri Ji
(Mata Sunder Kaur Ji), wife of Guru Gobind Singh and
mother of four sons namely Baba Ajit Singh, Baba Jujhar
Singh, who attained martyrdom in Chamkor battles, Baba
Zorawar Singh and Baba Fateh Singh who were bricked
alive in Fateh Garh. Guru Ji sent Mata Sundri Ji to Delhi
as the entire Punjab was in turmoil due to the high
handedness of Mughal Nawabs. Guru Ji, gave her own five
weapons for self defence. She stayed in one haveli
(building) which became popular as Mata Sundri Haveli and
later as Gurdwara Mata Sundri Ji sistuated behind Pant
Hospital (Irwin Hospital) Delhi. She expired in the year
1747 and was cremated at a place now called Gurdwara
Bala Sahib. Mata Sahib Dewan (Mata Sahib Kaur) blessed
by Guru ji as the mother of the entire Sikh community, was
also cremated at the same place Gurdwara Bala Sahib.
Adjacent to Gurdwara Mata Sundri, rather in the
same complex, there is Mata Sundri College for Wowen
affiliated to Delhi University.
The martyrdom Gurpurb (anniversary) of the four
• sons of Guru Gobind Singh is celebrated in Mata Sundri

Gurdwara every year.
xiv) GURDWARA TAKHT SRI ABCHAL NAGAR HAZUR
SAHIB - NANDED :
This is the fifth Takht (the highest seat of religious
authority). The Tenth Guru Gobind Singh, after fighting
battles in Punjab and sacrificing his entire family in the
name of Dharma and uprooting the cruel and fanatic rule
of Mughal Empire, reached Nanded in Maharashtra. It is a
small railway station on Manmad - Secunderabad Central
Railway, at the bank of river Godavari.
At this place Guru Ji met one Yogi Banda Bahadur.
He was baptised with Amrit (Nectar) and was given a new
name as Bhai Gurbax Singh. Guru Ji directed him to go
to Punjab with some Sikh soldiers to finish the Mughal
rulers, who were spreading terrorism and killing the
innocent people who refused to embrace Islam religion.
One day when Guru ji was resting in his camp, one
Pathan stabbed him with a sword. That was the end of the
most fiery Sant Sipahi, religious, philospher, poet, secular,
spiritual, and saver of other's dharma, unparrelled in the
world history, giving birth to a martial race of KHALSA
Panth, in the form of the SIKH RELIGION. October 7, 1708
was the last day of Guru Gobind Singh on this worldly
earth.
Before departing for his heavenly abode, Guru Ji
issued a directive (HUKAM NAMA) to his Sikh followers not
to mourn his departure from this world and also not to
make any memorial (samadhi) to him.
The GuFdwara, according to 1956 Act passed by the
Lagislature of Hyderabad, came under the management of
17 members of the Gurdwara Board and five local members
of the Management committee.
There are many other Gurdwaras in the area relating to
the stay there of Guru Gobind Singh Ji. Thousands of

devotees from India and abroad visist this place for
respectful homage, devotion and to seek blessed vision
(Darshan) of the holy Shrine and the Guru ji's some
weapons kept in the main Gurdwara (Takht Sahib) with
honour particularly during the annual functions of Hola
Mohalla, Baisakhi and Dusehra.
WAHE GURU Jl KA KHALSA WAHE GURU Jl Kl FATEH
Meaning: "The KHALSA (The Pure), is man of God and his job
is to bring about victory of God in the world"

nx

